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IT  is  (b  far  from  being  <)angeroi|St  that  It  is  in  Tome  ibrt  pe- 
ceflary  for  young  perfons  to  be  acquainted  with  the  paffion 
of  love,  that  they  may  be  ^bie  to  £hut  their  ears  agajqjl  it 
vriien  it  is  criminal,  and  know  how  to  condud  themfelves  in  it 
when  innocent  and  honourable* 
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iAi^/*^  T  is  with  tlie  graiteft  «• 
4  r  luAance  imaginable  I  own 

Jl  I  <(  mycxtr^iopiiierbapsby 
\  jm^  \  cKa(bn  of  that  (upieriot  rank 
^0^^^  i  now  hold  in  the  world. 

Qn  what  foundation  this 
nditj  is  grounded » I^eannot  detenoine^ 
Mtt,  be  that  as  it  will,  I  eonfefs  m^ftlf 
greatly  pef}>lexed  at  my  firft  iettmg  out« 
Rdigioay  It  is  true,  and  proper  reflec- 
lioDs^  have  long  fince  convinced  roe  of 
th«ab(brdity  of  this  weaknefa;  yet,ftill 
I  an  fcatceperfuade  myfelf,  that,  great 
>9  (he  is  at  prefent,  the  Marchionos  of 
L.V.  is,  originaUy,  no  bet&r  than 
jntt  diuight^of  John  B.  wood-cutter 
is  4ie  foreft  of  Fontaioebleau. 

To  (bmean  a  perfon  I  owe  my  origin. 
My  mother  waited  on.  the  CounteU  of 
M.  near  whofe  calUe  ftands  the  hamlet 
iQ  which  I  firll  drew  breath.  My  father 
IMS  g^draer  td  the  count  when  my* 
Botb^  fell  in  love  wjth  him  ;  and  her 
paffion  Overpowennrg  the  lady's  remon- 
vnnces,  v^o  designed  her  a  betted  pro- 
^nfioD,  Ihe  nsarriedat  $11  faa^rds,  couT- 
i&g  to  rqn  the  fame  fortune  with  him,- 
which  frani  very  indiiferent,  foon  grew 
onch  worfef  tor,  leaving  his  mafter^ 
i  peribn  much  refpe&ed  by  his  neigh- 
bom,  in  an  abrupt  manner,  be  co'  ild 
Mtget  another  fervice^  and  eonfcque  it- 
ly  was  obliged  to  quit  his  profelfion. 
yTfoa  tbiSf  he  fettled  in  the  hamlet  I 
jsft  DOW  mentioned,  a^took  to  cleav- 
tDg  of  wood  in  the  foreft,  for  the  fup- 
port  of  himlclf  and  family.  I  was  the 
firt  fruit  of  their  nranilge;  and  as 
4eir  motual  affe6^ion  triumphed  over 
*eirpo?fny,  my  birth,  inftoid  ef  cre- 
sting any  uneaiinefs.  Teemed  to  befpeak 
)^^ppier  days.   How  far  they  were 


tp  the  right,  the  fiffuel  of  my  Aory  Hftfft 
determine; 

The  coonteis  did  them  the  honour  w 
ftand  godmother )  fdr  it  was  not  long 
before  my  mother  renined  her  favour. 
She  went  often  to  the  catle,  and  feU 
^om  returned  empty-handed}  as  the 
ladv  had  formerly  made  a  confidante 
of  her,  there  might  be  rcafons  for  ke^« 
hiffup  a  good  underftanding. 

The  Mkrquit  of  t.  V.  who  lived  in 
the  neighbourhood,  was  pitched  Upon 
by  the  counters  to  ftand  with  her. 

The  ceremonv  was  performed  with 
fome  pomp  |  ana  our  family  experienced 
the  iweets  of  the  honoor  done  ui,  ia 
the  nrefentsufual  on  fueh  occafions. 

My  mother,  during  the  time  fiie  wait« 
ed  on  the  countefs,  who  for  the  moft 
part  lived  in  Paris,  had  ieen  fbmething 
of  the  world,  which  wa^  of  Angular 
iervice  in  my  education.  She  brought 
me  to  an  early  acquaintance  with  the 
refiarvednefs  fo  becoming  our  fex  |  often 
telling  me,  that  virtae  and  difcretion 
were  Aiitable  to  every  condition  of  life. 
She  confirmed  thefe  precepts  with  pro« 
per  examples }  the  recital  of  which,  be^ 
ing  a  very  agreeable  amuiement,  was 
often  a  reward  when  I  had  behaved  well. 
Our  family  increafed;  a  brother  and 
irfter,  with  myfelf,  fpcint  our  childhood 
in  doing  my  father  httk  fervices  in  bin 
way  of  bufinefs.  The  tender  confti- 
tutioo  of  my  mother  hindered  her  from 
going  with  my  father  to  the  foreft,  whi- 
ther my  brother  and  lifter  went  every: 
day.  I  was  left  at  home  with  my  ino« 
ther ;  and  the  hardeft  labour  I  under« 
went  was  to  carry  their  dinner.  This 
my  brothv  and  Gftcr  continually  re<^ 
.feoted,  »s  the  effeA  of  my  mother's 
Ax  par. 
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paflAlkf  to  mf^  'and  ^^ir  eompfaoittt 
wtre  often  feconded' by  my  fkthers  (b 
that  evtij  day  Ufiorded  me  iirefli  in* 
ft^ces  ot  that  coarse  behaviour  which 
is  continually  growing  upon  thofc  who 
are  placed  m  low  life :  poilibly  the  mind, 
when  depreffed  by  want  and  hard  la^ 
bour,  becomes  incapable  of  generoua 
lentiments. 

Their  ill  afage  made  me  very  uneafy } 
at  proper  oppopinitia  I  bonoanedmy- 
iitf  to  my  mo^er.  Sbtt  comforted  me» 
and  direded  an  offerii^  to  be  made  of 
what  I  fu£fered  to  God»  by  whom^  (ho 
aflured  me,  I  flioAld  be  enabled  to  bear 
my  affli6Uonft  in  a  proper,  manaer. 

Neverthelefsy  they  increafed  daily  { 
efpecially  as  I  now  began  to  fetfome 
mdae  on  my  dwn  little  pedbn,  being 
turned  of  thirteen.  1  was  fent  one  day 
tyi^  cream  to  bee  ladyfliip  at  the  caftle  $ 
fteprcftnted  nic  as  her  god^daugfater 
to  a  gentknion  very  richly  drefied.  He 
was  to  taken  with  me»  that  he  could 
90t  forbear  crying  oat  feverai  times, 
S  Heavena!  how  handfiNue  ihe  is  1  She 
'  will   prove   a  beauty.:    what  eyes, 

*  Madam^  when  enlivened  with  loveT 
— «  Take  care  what  you  fay,'  replied 
the  counters  i  *■  flie  will  too  Cacm  become 

<  acquainted  with  things  of  that  nature* 
m^  Go,  go,  Jenny,  don't  auaiL  him|.  he 

<  fays  as  much  to  evcrv  one  he  meeu/ 
This  put  me'  to  the  bluih )  and  I  waa 
glad  to  set  off,  making  a  verv  bw,  but 
aukward  reverence  to  my  aomnother* 

My  head  ran  very  muck  uoon  what 
the  fine  gentleman  (for  (nch  i  took 
him  to  be)  had  faid.    *  What  can  he 

<  mean,*  thought  I  to  my felf,  «byiay« 

*  ingmyeyeawillbe,  Iknownotwhat, 

<  when  enlivened  with  love?*  Thialove 
peri^exed  me  $  I  fain  would  have  met 
witn  it  to  try  it's  effc&  on  my  cyet, 
Neidier  fmiplicity  of  manners,  nor  ten- 
demefs  of  age,  are  pn)of  aeainft  vani* 
to  t  girls  are  ever  apt  to  think  them« 
lelves  handfome ;  at  ieaft  it  was  always 
my  weaknefs  i  and  whoever  praifed  my 
beau^,  though  1  had  no  other  rqgard 
for  than,  were  fure  to  pleaie  me. 

Returning  from  the  forefl  one  day, 
whither  I  had  carried  fome  refrdhment 
to  my  lather,  I  [perceived  a  company  of 
Iwriemen  coming  toward  me«  I  drew 
off  to  the  road-tade  in  order  to  fte  them 

Efs.  Though  I  bad  never  feen  the 
ng,  I  had  often  heard  talk  of  him| 
and,  as  I  knew  he  was  in  the  neigh- 
bourhoodj  I  was  now  in  hopes  of  /a* 


tisfying  oiy  €nriofinr«  Tiieldaa  I  li||d 
i^ormed  of  his  perum,  repieiented  duol 
altjpeethcr  chanmng,  and  Co  (df  dtftin- 
guimable  from  the  reft  of  mankind,  that 
he  might  be  fiagled  out  at  fiift  iight 
from  all  hi9  attendants.  When  ttey 
came  near  me,  I  looked  for  the  king^ 
with  great  earneftnefs :  but  the  whole 
company  being  of  thegveateft-ditHnc* 
tion,  both  as  to  thdr  pmons  and  dreft^ 
I  was  at  a  lofs  i  imagming  the  kitta,^to 
be  fure,  muft  be  covered  with  gold  Horn 
head  to  foot.  Th^  were  almoft  paft 
me^  yet  I  had  not  found  what  fo  ear* 
neftly  I  fought.  •  Upon  this,  I  ran  haft- 
ily  un  to  one  of  the  company,  cryin|^ 
aloud,  *  Sir,  fliewme  the  aing  ^  I  oe- 
«  ver  faw  him  in  my  life  l*^«  With  all 
*■  mv  hear^  pretty  maid!*  ^^wcrod  the 
nobleman,  with  a  ooonteoanoe  exceed* 
maly  amiable.  'Thatishe.*— <Which» 
*.  lir  V  cried  I.  *  Give  me  your  hand,  * 
laid  the  nobleman  i  then  pointing  with 
it,  <  That  is  he  who  makes  fo  grand 

*  an  appearance  on  the  white  ho&^*— ^ 
**  Yea,  yes,  it  is  the  king  V  cried  ^  I^ 
<iuite  transported  i  <  Good  God,  howt 

*  handfome  im  it !    How  happy  fliould 

<  I  be»  if  he  did  not  go  (b  Ml    Oh 

*  dear,  he  it  gone  already  V  My  ex- 
clamations made  him  Asiile  |  he  ftop^» 
and  ceniidend  me  with  great  attentK>n. 
^8he  is  a  lovely  creature  1*  laid  he. 

*  This  ttnair<^ed  fimplicity  charme  ex- 

*  ceedingly^  and  is  infinitely  preferable 
*.  to  the  ftudied  arts  our  women  put  in 
4  pradUce.  Can  any  one  behold  her 
*.  without  being  moved  ?  Where  doyoo 

*  live,  my  pretty  dear  ?*— *  In  that  viU 

*  lagfc,*  anfwered  I,  pointtitg  to  it.  *  Will 

*  yoli  give  me  leave  te^come  and  fee 
«  you  r^— *  If  it  depended,  ^r,  upon 
'  me,*  anfwered  I,  *  your  tiritwonid 
'  not  be  diAgreeable)  but  I  am  not  my 

*  own  mtftrefi.*— -<  Let  me  alone  to  con* 

*  triveit,*  replied  he;  «vou  fliallhava 

*  no  blame.*    Juft .  at  tie  had 
fpeaking,  one  df  the  company 
galloping  back  ■  to  him,   crymg  out, 
'  The  Ung  calls  for  you,   marquit) 
'•  his  majefty  muft  know  what  this  girl 

*  has  been  enquiring  of  you  about,  and 

*  the  occasion  of  her  furprise,  which  Iha 

*  betrayed  in  fuch  an  agreeabfe  manner^  - 

*  the  whole  court  is  mightily  takea  with 

*  the  fimplicity  of  her  bchavtour.*— *  I 

*  don*t  wonder  at  it,*-  replied  the  mar- 
({ttis}  *  you  tbt  what  a  lovely  cieatuie 

*  it  is  )  our  mafter  ought  tp  give  her  a 

<  gratificatiooi  atle«IIIwilldowhatI- 


done 
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«  matoPRMwir  it/— •.^owitt  I.'  »«- 
odtiKMqr*  looking  91. f<ie  wry  ittt«n<» 
tifcijt    *  Whwr  daes  Hit  Ihnf  fco  i« 

S  K  in  love  with  bcr.'  Stying  |lii9»  he 
metvA  Bie  kk  hwdi  bu|  ^l  wo^kl 
apt  lake  wy  Mtiee  of  it»  be  prmr^d  t» 
T^t  pot  «e  mtq  luck  a  con- 
tfasi  I  took  to  my  keele  to- 
( tbevUlage.  «  St^,  ftgy.  pretty 
'"  cnedthe  marquity  *  nobody 
yiMi  any  kara^*  I  fcarce 
keenlldiele  laft  wofdi,  I  bad  made  fo 
mackbaie^  mtnr  iooki«g  back  till  I 
«ae  jni  al  hoaie*  I  tkea  perceived  only 
OM  linffriin  at  tke  pUoe  I  vai)  lrom» 
•Bditvaaaoftloag  wqi*  I  difcoveied 
Afi  maraoia  ao  be  tbe  pcrfon.  I  got 
hnaelvU  of  igvkat  bad  pafled>  ^d  muck 
ttkea  witk  tb^ctvilitice  J  b^d  received. 
My  Botke^  kimw  me  too  well  not  to  be 
lenfibk  th^  fimietbing  extraordinary  bad 
kappeaedj  ihe  womd  be  acquainted 
I  ity  aodl  YCty  viadiiy  told  tbe  whole 


*  that  you' 
«yoiifll€lf  I 


*  I  am  vrilllag  to  exciiie  yo«r  curio- 
«  fity,'  £M  Iks,  vnhto  I  had  done, «  for 
<  hit  iaka  who  occaik>Bed  it;  aootber 
i  be  mone  apop  T0ur  guard.  Not 
1  were  to  blame  in  addreffing 
to  tbe  Boblemaa  yoti  fpeak 
5  ii^  aa  it  waa  pcrbape  the  only  means 

*  yon  had  of  £adiag  out  the  king }  but 
'  for  the  futaar  kxik  that  yon  never  fuf- 
'  fler  yovrielf  to  be  dazaled  with  an 

*  csip^  ikgw  and,  the  difce^trfe  of  men. 

*  Aa  to  thia  aobkoKm  in  particular^ 

*  yoo  never  oamcdbim  but  with  an  un* 

*  ofoal emotioo.  Ah !  Jane,  Jane!  all 
'  is  not  right!  You  have  given  your 
^  eyes  too  mncb  liberty  j  wberea-'i>  in 

*  legaid  of  ooeny  yoo  ought  not  to  have 

*  any.  Their  praifea  are  juftly  to  be 
f  ibljpefted,  at  they  always  tend  to  pro* 
'  BMle  thdr  defigns.  Remember  this. 
'  Hcwever,  It  mo&  be  acknowledged 

*  yoD  afted  very  pnideatly  in  making 

*  yoor  eficape^.when  tbe  other  noble« 

*  mail  began  to  importune  you.* 

A  actghbour  luppening  to  come  in 
BpOB  OS,  pcevented  noy  making  a  reply» 
a^icb  increailed  my  uneafinefs,  and  op* 
cafiooed  many  refloglionf  {  i  panicular- 
^leiqihred  from  th;|t  moment  to  be  more 
Ifoa  the  reiervc  with  my  mother. 

Great  caution  ihouid  beuied  in  the 
pdacatioa  of  youth,  le$  in  giving  in- 
Itaftions  they  be  taught  thol'e  things  to 
arkick  tbqr  cannot  be  too  great  ftranger S| 
is  it  kappeopd  in.  this  ver/  cafe*    Lh%d 


qidrely^foigot  that  the  coapi|)iiments» 
paifed  upon  m^  by  the  courtiers,  had 
created  the  leaft  ratisfa6^ion  in  my  breaftt 
but  my  mother's  admonitions  renewed 
tbole  bewitching  ideas,  and  a  new  plea* 
fMre  arpfe  on  recalling  them  to  mind. 
AU  this  was  entirely  owing  to  what  my 
mother  bad  faid }  and  my  refolving  never 
more  to  make  a  confidante  of  her,  was 
not  the  leaft  part  of  the  miichief. 

I  fell  into  a  great  perptenty  of  mind  | 
my  ufuar  amufements  became  infipid, 
and  nothing  ran  in  my  head  but  the 
gay  appearance  of  the  court.  Our 
«lowmm  neighbours^  when  placed  ii| 
oppofition,  crmted  ^a  perfe£k  loathing, 
^oogk  hitherto  they  had  been  agrooame 
enoughs  particulany  a  woodmoi^r^ 
ibtti'who  had  made  fome  advances  to* 
wards  gaining  my  affections.  Colin, 
for  that  was  his  name,  had  fome  fiiare 
of  beauty,  was  remarkably  neater,  and 
more  polite,  than  is  ufual  with  thofe  of 
his  rank.  He  neglected  no  opportunity 
of  fbewtng  his  refpe6l ;  and  as  I  waa 
very  fond  of  (lowers,  be  often  prelented 
me  nofegays.  His  diftinguifhing  me  in 
this  manner,  though  it  drew  on  me  the 
envy  of  others,  was  not  in  the  leaft  un- 
acceptable to  my  vanity  t  However,  t 
had  no  fooner  feen  the  marc|ttis,  bUt 
farewel  Colin.  I  ob&rved  this  altera-* 
tioa  io  mylelf,  but  my  thoughts  were 
then  in  too  great  a  hurry  to  perceive  the 
real,  motive,  which  neverthelefs  was  not 
long  andil'covered. 

.  Three  days  were  now  paJed  fince  the 
adventure^  which  raifed  ttiis  commotioii 
in  my  breaft.  The  m^rqjuis's  expref-. 
(ion#  were  never  out  of  my  mind .  Young 
as  I  was,  far  from  knowing  the  danger 
of  fuch  reflections,  lentcitained  them 
with  a  fecret  fatisfaCbon;  1  even  re-* 
pea'spd  to  myfelf  his  very  words,  parti- 
cularly his  promife  of  makiag  me  a 
viflt.  Upon  the  jeail  iioffe,  I  concluded 
he  was  come ;  and  then  a  childilh  bluilin 
and  fluttering  of  the  heart,  were  fure  to 
follow  to  that  degree,  that  oftentimes  X 
was  fcarce  myfeU. 

In  fijie,  four  (lays  were  elapfed  flnca 
I  met  the  marquis ^  when,  being  at 
church,  I. heard  Ibme  horfes  flop  at  the 
doQr.  Xooking  back  on  a  fudden, 
tieavensl  whofhould  I  fee  but  the  mar* 

2[uis  himfelf,  entering  in  fuch.  a  grace- 
ul  manner  ai»  quite  charmed  me,  and 
drew  the  attention  of  the  whole  afTciU- 
bly  on  him.  Our  eyes  Toon  met|  for 
be  pcefjmtly  difcoyered  me,  though  in, 

the 
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the  midft  of  the  crowd,  and  in  oni;  look, 
as  I  fancied,  repeated  all  that  tic  had 
faid  in  the  foreft. 

It  was  evident  he  muft  be  a  peffon  of 
great  diftin£lion|  for  the  vicar  inint'edi- 
ately  fent  to  invite  him  into  thi  cHbif. 
He  was  forced  to  comply;  an  ea^-chair 
was  brought,  and  the  place  cleared/ 

I  ftared  with  all  the  eyes  I  had/  tranf- 
ported  with  the  deference  paid  to  hii 
quality;  fure  enough,  prayers  were 
never  faid  with  lefs  attention. 

Service  was  no  fooner  done,  btit  the 
marquis  retired.  In  the  middle  of  the 
church  he  flopped,  and  fixing  his  eye 
up9n  me,  whifpered.  fomething  to  his 
gentleman,  as  it  proved  to  be,  who  alfo 
looked  at  me:  then  raHing  his  voice  as 
he  went  out  J  *  Stay  in  this  village,*  ftys 
he,  *  till  my  retinue  comes  up :  I  intend  to 
f  dine  at  the  caftle,  and  in  the  afternooii 

*  fee  what  diveriion  the  field  affords.* 

I  was  very  well  pleaied  to  hear  how 
he  difpofed  of  himfeif,  and  as  much  con- 
cerned at  his  departure,  though  I  knew 
not  why.  My  eyes  were  continually 
iipon  him,  when  at  lafl  he  took  horfe 
with  his  attendants,  the  perfon  before-  ' 
mentioned  ftanding  near  him  3  at  going 
off  he  made  me  a  low  bow.  The  girls 
who  were  wiclune  flared  upon  each  otherj 

*  Look  now,*  fays  one,  *  how  complai- 

*  fant  the  courtiers  are:  when  do  you 

*  fee  our  clown's  do  fo  ?*— *  Aye,  but,* 
cried  another,  *  did  you  take  notice  how 

*  handfome  and  eenteel  he  is?*— «  Yea, 

*  yes,'  fay«  a  thira, « one  would  fwear  his 
«  eyes  could  fpeak.*  Thougli  I  faid  no- 
thing  to  all  thiit^Ididriotlorsawordof  it^ 

With  this  kind  of  difcotfrle  we  reach- 
ed homcj  I  often  looking  behind  mci  in 
continual  expectation  of  fome  new  ad- 
venture. The  anfwers  I  made  were  very 
Incoherent,  fall  as  I  was  of  the  vifit  which 
vanity  had  placed  to  my  own  aceodnt< 
And  yet  this  fatisfaClipn  was  not  a  little 
embittered,  when  I  refie^ed  that  the, 
marquis  dined  at  the  caille.  The'coun- 
tefs,  it  is  trtie,  was  paft  her  prime^  b^ 
had  charms  fufHcient  to  attract  the  gaN 
iantries  of  a  young  nran  $  at  lead  jea- 
loufy  prefented  it  in  this  li|;ht« 

But  all  this  was  pure  imaginationy 
and  I  was  fben  cotrvinced  hU  defignsr 
did  not  center  there*  The  perfon  he 
(poke  to  in  the  church,  had  the  addrefs 
to  infinuate  htmfelf  into  the  company  of 
lis  giris,  as  we  were  chattering  togetner. 
He  had  fallen  into  dil^ourfe  with  one 
pi  mjr  compaBiQftt,  ib  as  to  be  tafily 


overheard  by  ra^;    <  How  do  you  di« 
i  vertyoifrfelvesoti  Sundays?*  faysbei' 
^  Do  you  daifce?  or«  do  you  v^lk  about 
the  woods  and  fields  ?  for  thefe,  I  tak^ 
it.^  are  youf  ordinary  amufefUents/-^ 
Sometimfes  the   one,  fonv^times   the 
otberi'*  replied  the  girl  wi^h  whom  he 
was  talking.    *  Inde^,  Sir,  one  would 
*  imagine  you  was  bom  in  (he  country/ 
Added  file,  *  you  feero  fo  well  acquaint- 
«  ed  iJirtth  the  cuflom  of  it.*— i<  ft  is  very 
true,*  fays  he  5  «  you  ire  in  the  ngfat : 
but  fmce  I  had  the  honoor  to  unre 
my  lord  mar^is',  I  have  buried  all 
reiifh  for  the  country  in  the  pleafures 
ofa  town  life.  .  NotWitfafbnding thefe 
fhie  cloaths,  I  am  country- bom  zt 
Vou  ar^i  bilt  in  the  fervfcelam  in>  I 
lock  UDon  my  fortune  as  good  aa 
made,  fo  noble  a  perfbr.  is  nty  mailer. 
Young  at  he  is,  imcentjTf  difcretion^ 
and  affability,  reign  in  him^  his  word 
is  as  fure  as  the  day  :  we  meet  with 
few  like  hhn.*— <  He  looks  to  be 
fuch  a  perfon,*  fays  the  e^l;   *  How^ 
looks  !*  replied  the  gentleman ;  *  I  tell 
you  he  never  broke  his  word  the  leafl 
tittle.    But  I  hare  lyeen  very  uneafy 
for  him  of  late.  He  is  grovm  thought- 
ful and  melancholy  On  a  fudden.  What 
has  happened  to  occafion  it,  I  knovr 
not,  but  he  is  never  out  of  the  faddle 
now  a- days;  no  longer  than  yefler. 
day,  we  fcoured  the  woods  ahd  high- 
ways from  morning  till  night.     I 
fhould  be  very  forry  to  have  him  take 
a  diflike  to  Paris,  as  it  is  infinitely 
preferable  to  the  country  both  for  di- 
veriions   and    company,    neither  of 
whieh  is  ever  wanting  th^ere  all  sthe 
days   whereas  here  one  mtrfl  work 
from  fun -rife  to  fun-fet,and  fcarce  bo 
paid  for  his  labour/  Whil ft  he  talked 
this  manner,  he  had  in  his  hand  a 
Diaper^  which,  by  a  fign  he  made,  I  eafi* 
ty  underflood  was  intended  forme.  Ac- 
cordingljr,  taking  a  proper  opportunity,} 
be  gave  itunperceived  by  the  company; 
By  mjr  dexteritv  in  fecuring  this  billet-^ 
donx,  one  T^^ould  have  imagined^  it  was 
not  the  firil  I  had  received  by  many.    I 
was  no  iboner  withdrawn ^  but  I  found 
myfelf  crneliy  drfappointed  upon  break- 
ing open  the  letter}  my  mother^  it  ia 
true,  nad  taught  me  to  read  in  a  book^ . 
b\it  I  was  an  utter  ftranger  to  all  written 
hand.    At  firfl  I  thought  of  applying^- 
myfelf  to  the  fchool-maflerof  the  vil- 
lage $  but  this  was  running  too  great  a 
hazard^  efpecially  after  vmt  had  pafled 
between 
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^ictwcn  nay  nouicr  and  id6»  ^  iwsre 
«w  bttt  one  expedient  I  eooidderile) 
thefcry  thought  iiet  me  a  laagfaing^  and 
for  a  iDountiy  girl  of  fouftc^n  wfs  plei- 
findy  caoi]^  contrived. 

It  m»  my  a4iiurer  Colin»  who  coiild 
read  and  write,  that  I  reibWed  to  em- 
ploy on  tj^is  ocadioi) .  An  op^oitmuty 
osKkiv  offored  iti^f*  tM^gn  to  me  it 
Memca  ah  age,  by  iiis  ivaiting  upon  me 
witfa  a  prdent  of  flowcrsf  I  xtcdvcd  it 
wicb  great^  .cpodefioei^fiofi  than  nfual* 
and  &  en^tion  my  iateiHM  pt^eft 
oGcafioocd,  niade  every  feature  m  my 
fxe  appear  to  an  adyaotage.    *  You 

*  are  LiJiingly  bandibme  to-day,  my 

*  iovely  Jenny ,^  lays  he,  with  an  air  of 
iaiisfaoioii)  *  you  fparkle  b^ond  ai^y 

*  dung  one  fees  elfewhcre }  faith,  I  am 
'  continually  thinl|.ingof  you  |  go  wl^ere 

*  I  will,  you  are  always  before  my  cyea, 
^  What  a  fliaper  continued  h^,  taking 
me  about  the  ynl&.  *  Colin,  be  quiet,* 
i  aieds  *  caQ*t  you  fpeah,  bqt  your 
'  hand>  nauft  bje  employed?   This  un- 

*  aiuuieriy  trick  of  yours  fpoiled  me  ai| 

*  a^fOfi  only  laft  Sunday }  I  fuppofe 
''  you  intend  me  the  fame  faVour  to* 
'  day.**— «  TKpth,  I  am  to  blame,*  an* 
fwared  Colin  |  *  he  that  breaks  a  glafs 
'  ffiuft  pay  for  it,  I  ought  to  make  you 

*  a  present  of  an  apron  |  I  (hall  go  to 
'  town  to-morrow,  and  will  buy  fome 
«  of  the  fame  fi>rt/— .*  That's  not  the 

*  buiinela  at  preient,*  (aid  J,  interrupt- 
ing him,  /  you  muft  do  me  a  kindoeu.* 
7-*  1*11  do  yoii  fifty,*  cried  he,  tranC- 
ported  i  *  what  is  it?    TU  be  quartered 

*  to  oblige  you.*—*  liet  us  g^  (irft  to 

*  that  tre^*  replied  I,  *  that  we  may 

*  talk  without  being  obferved.:— *  What 
'  a  happy  fellow  am  1 1*  fiys  Colin 
'  Ah,  Jenny !  indeed,  I  love  you }  and 
"  aow.I  perceive  you  begin  to  make 

*  ibme  -return,     ^^ker's !   if  it  were 

*  pace  come  to  that,  who  knows  what 

*  nay  happen  ?  It  is  true,  you  have  not 

*  a  groat  j  but  what  of  that?  it  is  not 

*  money  t«iat  makes  people  happy  t  you 
'  arepretty,  and  as  fair  as  alabsUn;r  j  havf 
'  eyes  like  amoufe,  and  are  as  (Iraight 

*  as  a  May-pole;  that  is  fortune  enough. 

*  My£stl|er,perhapS|  looks  one  way,  and 
■  I  another.  What  then  ?  He  fhall  hear 

*  nafian  j.or,  waunds  \  Til  go  for  a  fol- 
'  dicr.*— *  All  this^*  (ays  I,  *  is  foreign 

*  to  what  I  am  going,  to  (ay.  Will  you 
'  promife  me  to. keep  a  (ecret,  and  not 

*  be  curious  ?*«— '  Well,*  anfweied  Co- . 
%  *  I  fee  yon  don't  know  me:  .1 


*  WMild  give  yon  my  bond,  if  my  wovd 

*  was  not  as  good  s  witnefs  the  othe^ 

*  day.     I  catcncd,  yptt  muft  kaow^    • 

<  Matthew's  wife  and  great  George. ia 
'  a  comer}  (he  made  me  promiie  not  to 

*  tell  her  huiband.    Admiggers^  there 

*  would  be  fine  work,  if  I  could  not 

<  keep  alcciet!*— **  For  that  reafon/ 
replied  I,  '  you  are  the  perlbn  I  pitchea 
'  upon  in  this  affair.     I  muft  scquaint 

*  you,  thst  a  friend  of  mine  baa  receiveil 
f  a  letter!  but  as  Ihe  can't  read,  (he  haa 

*  employed  me  to  know  of  you  the  con- 

*  tents,  and  get  an  aniwer  wrote,  if  it 

*  be  necelfarv.'— *  Let  us  fee,  let  ut 
«  (ee,*  faid  Colin,  taking  it  out  of  my 
hand*  *  that  is  foondone.  |s  it  not 
'  from  the  gentleman  in  red,  I  faw  talk  • 
'  ing  before  ypur  door?'-—'  Kight,*  an* 
fwered  ),  overjoyed  to  find  him  in  a 
wrong  fpent.  *  filewsl'  added  he,  <I 
«  am  glad  oii*t$  }  was  a  little  ruffled  to 
'  fee  him  So  bufy,    I  began  to  think  he 

<  mighf  have  a  defign  upon  you.*— 

*  T&re  you  would  have  been  quite  out,* 
an  fwered  1 1  *  for  he  never  fo  much  as 

*  ({yoke  a  (ingle  word  to  me.'—-*  That 

*  I  am  (enfible  of,*  replied  Colin,  '  for  ^ 

*  I  took  care  not  to  be  far  off.     But 

*  let  us  lee,  what  have  we  got  here?    I 

*  wifli  him  well,  fince  it  is  fo )  other- 

*  wife,  for  all  his  finery,  I  would  have 
'  made  him  know  what  it  is  to  tread 

*  upon  people's  heels.*  Saying  this,  he 
reski  as  followi. 

THE  MARQUIS    OP    L.  y*S  LITTE& 
TO  JANfi  B— • 

<  npHIS  is  the  only  method  left  me 

X  *  to  acquaint  you,  my  charming 
creature,  with  the  deep  impreiiion 
you  made  on  my  heart  from  the  firft 
moment  we  met,  I  was  in  hopes  of 
feeing  you  again  at  the  fame  place,  and 
have  been  continually  on  horleback 
in  queft  of  that  happinefs.  At  laft  I 
thought  of  your  parifh-church,  where 
r  might  po&bly  lee  you.  Khali  not 
fpcfak  to  you  at  prefentj  but  will  order 
matters  lb  as  to  do  it  without  being 
obferved.  Be  not  wanting,  my  dear 
girl,  on  your  part,  to  aflift  in  what  I 
(hall  contrive  hereafter  for  your  (er« 
vice.  It  is  impoifible  to  exprefs  how 
much  I  love  you. 

•ThiMahquis  orL.V/ 

I  liftened  to  what  Colin  faid. with 

t)>e  greateft  attentieu  j  I  even  made  him 

^  repeat 
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rtecac  it  feferal  timcst  tad  ft  It  i  (kth- 
fiaaion  I  never  ej^terienced  befon.  To 
be  bektved  by  fo  compkat  a  peribii  was 
a  bewitching  tbing  for  «  country  girl, 
'  whofe  ambition  could  never  have  looked 
fo  high.  As  I  was  uken  up  with  this 
TtfleSiony  Colin,  who  eafily  obfervtd  it, 
cHed  Ottt»  <  Why,  Jenny,  methiakftbis 

<  letter  makes  you  thoughtfuL    Gad- 

<  cookers!  if  it  fliould  be  really  fo  I 

*  would  fear  it/—*  Lord,  I  am  tbink- 

<  ingr  fM  I,  being  come  to  snyfetf, 
pnd  appTNienfive  left  he  ihonld  lufptfft 
any  tlung*  '  of  my  friend ;  (he  mutt  be 

<  very  happy  to  have  fuch  a  perfon  in 

*  love  with  her.    One  would  think  he 

*  is  fincere  by  what  be  writes,  and  eon- 

*  (bcpiently  die  ihould  not  difooiirage 

<  him/— « No,'  cerUinlT,*  replied  Cotin. 

<  Skf  that  nmU  mi  niJim  fie  /»ay.  If 
f  he  is  in  earneft,  flie  ought  to  Ihrike 

<  the  bargain  at  once,   without  fiilly 

*  Jbally,  which  ruins  fo  many  ^rls./ 
«  They  muft  be  coy,  forfoo^  i  they 
f  muft  mince  $  they  muft  fiddler iMdle  $ 

*  and  what  comes  of  s^l  this  ?  why  the 

*  fpark  gives  them  the bagto hold, £nd* 

*  ing  a  better receptionmewhm,  and ' 

<  they  may  go  hang  themfelves.    Pbo! 

<  the  bird  is  flown,  and  they  piit  finger 

*  in  the  eye  i  marry,  come  up!  is  it  not 

*  (6f  Jenny  ?  I  fpeak  of  us  country  lads ; 

*  but  as  for  your  town  gentry,  do  you 
«  ftel'why  you  had  beft  have  a  care  of 
«  the  main  chance,  for  that  Ss  all  they 

*  want,  and  then  leave  you  to  make  the 

*  beft  of  a  bad  market/ 

*    Ah,  true  enough  1*    anfwered  I, 

<  none  but  fools  will  truft  them.    B^e, 

*  bye.  Col  in }  I  muft  go  and  acquaint 

<  my  friend  with  the  contents  of  her 

<  letter,  and    know  what  anfwer  (he 

*  Will  give.    I'll  be  with  you  agaia 

*  preientiy,  and  bring  pen  and  ink  for 
«  you  to  write  the  anfwer;  will  ye,  Co- 
«  lin?'-**  There  is  no  occaiion  tor  fuch 
«  a  hurry,"  fays  he }  *  but  you  ai«  al- 

<  ways    m  hafte  when  I  am  by.^-r* 

<  Well,  well,  Colin,'  I  replied,  <  we 

*  ftiall  have  opportunities  enough.  A- 
«  dieu  1    I  am  under  .a  promife,    and 

*  a.  maid,  you  know,  muft  keep  her 

*  word/ 

Saying  this  I  rofe,  and  made  the  beft 
•f*  my  way  towards  the  villa^.  But 
being  come  to  a  warren,  which  had  a 
retired  place  in  one  comer,  I  t&ere  threw 
myfelf  on  the  f;rafs,  and  ran  over  the  let- 
tte  m  my  mmd.  Vanity  had  already 
fomd  the  way  into^my  breafti  young  at 


I  wai,  andbfetViyedlifelf ^nsl thobfinld* 
diflfeftBt  oeoafionSk    My  dedkrhs  w%S& 
fujpcficirtoanyinthei^lkgeiand  fik  t 
often  ftiid  at  home  under  a  pretfccted ' 
indifpofition,  when  there  was  any  new' 
picee  of  finery  waiting  to  cMlpleat  my 
drtft.  This  frequently  drew  the  riiillt^' 
of  myaeqaaiiftance  upon  me,  to  my  xii» 
fmall  vekatlon.    I  foend  iii  myfelf  ah 
etevatiOB  of  mind,  which  wchild  not  M^ 
far  me  to  ftocro  to  a  carriage  fuitable  with 
a  ck»wniAi  life.    My  foul  was  od  fiit  ae ' 
the  very  naiife  of  Paris  |  and  When  taf ' 
mother  gave  m6  the  hiftory  of  any  eooti- 
try  girt,  who  had  Ai<rs  nnde  ner  for- 
tune, it  always  ran  in  nAy  head  I  fti^ld] 
have  the  fame  good  lock.    Le^  any  one* 
judge^  then,  what  aointpHRon  the  mar* 
quis*s  peribn  and  letter  mult  moke.  My 
bead  ran  ob  nothing  dA^,-  and  my  ^i^" 
drew  very  favourable  eoilffequences  for 
the  ^me  to  come.    Above  all »  IdefiA-- 
mined  to  aniwer  the  leHer,  though  tte 
fliamt  of  owttiffig  I  ^ould  hot  write  gitVe 
me  ibme  uneeffinefs  |  asid  yet  I  revived 
to  doit,  that  I  nii^t  not  be  obliged  to 
employ  Colin  any  more,  left  his  diltrtlft* 
fui  nature  fliould  difdover  my  aMr{ 
befides,  his  very  p^rlon  wav  become  dif<- 
agreeable  from  the  moment  I  fancied  • 
myftlf  beloved'  by  the  marouia.    Such 
vrere  my  refteftions  at  that  time  of  day, ' 
when  1  had  not  the  addi«fs  I  acquired 
afterwards.    People  may  talk  of  natu« 
rat  parts^  but  without  experience  -little 
is  to  be  expefted  from  thence.    I  IumI 
the  precaution,before  I  came  fromhonii^ 
to  fumiA  myfelf  with  ^e  neceflary'  im- 
plements for  Writing,  and  as  I  had  ftaid 
k  fufticient  tiipe  for  talldng  with  mj^ 
fuppofed  firiend,  I  returned  to  Colin, 
When  he  faw  me  comii^g  he  ran  to  moet 
me. 
•Dear  Jenny,'  fays  he,  «  you  have' 

*  made  hifte/— <  Yes,'  I  rmlied,   « I 

*  met  Molly  in  the  warren  }  me  was  in;  ' 
«  a  great  hurry  to  be  gone,  after  we  had*. 
^  talked  together,  for  fear  of  being  diT- 

*  covered/— « Ah,  cunning  baggage  I* 
cried  Colin  s  <if  ever  ihe  marries,  flie 

*  will  be  one  too  many  for  her  hulband.* 
— *  We  have  no  time  to  lofe,'  fay^ 
I>  intemiptinr  him;  ^  let  ua  write  the 
•letter/ 

Colin  tbok  the  paper,  and  making  a 
dfcik  of  the  crown  of  his  hat,  « Mow,^ 
fays  he,  'what  muft  I  write  to  diisfine' 
«  fpark  ?•— « Why,  ihe  would  have  you 
<  tell  him,'  anfweredl,  *that-^ 

••She  hat  not  fo  good  an  opinion«f 
*i  herfelf 
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"  heMfi  as  iq  imagine  be  can  be  Co 
'*  much  in  Jove  as  he  ieems  to  liiy  »  ihat| 
*'  notwiihJianciing  her  mean  education, 
"  (ht  kj30ws  tbe  siuty  fht  owe*  bcrkli' 
**  well  enough,  to  be  icnlibie  of  tlte  yn- 
"  Juiublenels  of  the  paifion  he  aims  to 
**  cttAUi  thox  U^  could  wiihi  though 
"  &iek.naw^  aot  why»  he  wue  finccicr 
**  in  what  he  f:\yi ;  tnat  (hs  cannot 
**  wnte,  and  conicquently  ii  obliged  to 
'*  have  rccourfe  to  another,  in  otdcr  to 
**  anhver  his  letter  j  but  flic  will  not 
"  run  the  lame  haaaid  any  more  ior 

«•  f^, " 

•  ThanK  you  for  nothing/  cried  Co- 
lin, ir.tcrrupting  ims,  *  I'ii  write  no  fuch 

•  ihiog/— «  Why  fo  ?'  fays  L.  •  That  s 

•  only  to  have  done  with  oie/  replied 
be,  *  when   you  lUve  no  fajther  occi- 

•  lion.     Nd,  no,  the  devil  take  me  if  I 

•  wntc  it !'— '  Corner  come,  Colin,'  an» 
fwcred  I,  *  let's  have  no  more  words  \ 

•  we  may  be  furprizcd  before  we  make 

•  an  end.* 

He  oorapiicd  at  laft,  mutttring  ib;nc- 
thing  to  bioiielf  j  and  my  letter  ended 
With  a  gi  atefuJ  acknowledgment  of  the 
mufqui&'s  kindnefs. 

As  foon  as  the  letter  was  finifned,  I 
pot  it  up,  and  returned  home,  Colin  ac- 
companying me,  which  1  was  well  enough 
pleafed  with,  left  my  mother  Hiauld  take 
me  to  taiki  She  approved  of  our  cor- 
rdpondence,  as  ihe  had  her  views  in  it, 
aadwouM  gladly  have  had  his  father 
Iq  the  fame  way  of  thinking,  there  be- 
ing contiderahie  matters  to  be  expt£lecj. 

When  I  teaclietl  home  it  was  time  to 
|9  to  church,  whither  I  was  followed 
by  the  mirquis'-s  gtntJtman,  who  placed 
himklf  clofe  behind  mi*  I  ealiiy  un- 
^rl^ood,  though  J  was  but  a  Kcgiiintfj 
that  he  wailed  for  my  antwer.  My 
leaver-hook  was  the  belt  conveyance  I 
could  pitch  Upon  for  giving  tiiC  Iciieri 
ted  which,  by  liis  dextcnty,  fucteedid 
admirably  weii.  Soon  after  I  ittircd, 
lad  faw  DO  more  ot  him. 

It  is  not  to  be  cxprciTed  how  much  I 
cnioycd  tnylclf,  upon  having  accc»m- 
pliflicd  my  dciign  without  being  difi-o- 
*eted.  What  a  ikilfyJ  ma  Iter  muftLcvC 
be,  employing  every  thing  to  compalis 
his  ends  !  Uiider  him  I  ma<ie  a  conii- 
dsrabie  progrei's  in  a  fliort  time,  and  iooil 
became  a  great  prodwi.ot,  as  we  lliall  lee 
hereafter.  ,    •  .  . 

Wc  wei^e  fitting  down  to  fup|)er,  >yhen 
who  (bould  come  in  but  the  marquis's 
ff&dcffiaA|  i'«]iaw9d  by  the  ouyoi  and 


curate  of  the  Tillage.  I  no  fooner  faw 
them,  but  the  appiehenfion  of  bring  dii-  • 
covered  put  me  into  fuch  a  fit  ot  trend  * 
ling  arid  blufhmg,  that  it  was  well  no  > 
oue  obferved  me.  The  ihanger  adilrel-  • 
fing  hirolelf  to  my  father,  enquiied  if  * 
one  of  his  daughters  did  not  ioinetimct  • 
cj^ry  psovihons  to  certain  workmen  m  * 
the  forelt;  ♦  Ves,  bM*,'  anfweied  ray  • 
father,  ♦  that  is  (he,  —  Come  hither,'  • 
fays  he,  fpeaking  to  mc; '  how  have  you  • 

<  contrived  to  bring  all  tins  good  com* 

*  pany  hither?'      The  veiy  ton^^of  his 
voice  Itruck  terror  into  me.     <  Don't  Iw 

*  frighicncdj    pretty  maid  T   cried  the 
valet  dc  chainbi  e,  feeing  me  in  fo  much  « 
confufion,  *  thefe  gentleman  md  I  mtend 

*  you  no  harm  ;  and  though  it  is  by  his  ' 

*  majcfty's  ordeis,  which  my  lord  inar- 

<  ({uis  h^s  i^ccived,  we  (hall  lay  nothing 

*  to  Mil's  but  what  is  v.y  agreeable.' 
— *  Hei  name  ii  jenny,  at  your  fs^rvice/  . 

.  cn'ed  my  father,  intcriupting  himj  <  we 

*  have  no  Mifs  here.'— »  If  <he  has  not 
.  *  had  that  title  yet,'  repii(nl  the  curate, 

very  folemnly^  *  (he  may  hcreafier.   But 

*  that  is  neither  here  nor  thcie.     I'his 

*  gcnilcnun  has   fomcthing   to  fiy  to 

*  you,  and  dcferves  youi"  thinks  for  the 
'  pains  be  has  taken  to  Hnd  ont  your  . 

*  daughter.     We  have  been  at  twenty 
«  places  before  we  came  hithtr.     The 

*  fir  11   we  enquired   of  was    John  Le 

*  Moine  your   gollip  ;    then   or  James 
'  Roulfyj  after  that  wc  were  with  Tho*  • 
'  masLaVigne,  never  dreaming  of  you^   • 

*  bang  of  fj  little  note.     However,  ic  • 

*  is  all  come  out,  and  I  am  nut  forry  for 
'  it/ 

This  harangue  of  the  curate's  put  mc 
to  the  blUfli,  as  there  was  no  oecaiiojt 
for  his  ninning  us  down  at  luch  a  r.itc. 
•  ]  was  going  to  inform  you,'  fays  the 
a!-.t  de  cnambre,  »  that  my  lord  mar- 
quis has  oidcied  me  to  make  enquiry 
^ftcr  a  girl  who  was  on  th<  roatl  jead- 
jiig  to  — -—  la  it  Wediicfuay,  when  the 
kHi.g  paJfud  by.     'I'bc  occaiion  of  this 
is,  he  gave  hiS  majeliy  an  account  of  * 
tlie  extraordinary  fui  prize  with  which 
ihe  was  felvjed  at  his  prcfence.     7  he 
king  was  fo  well  plealcd  with  the  ac- 
Cidtnt,  that  he  has  lent »  gratuity  by 
him.     And  fmcc  you  are  the  pcrlbn,  * 
Mifs,  ril  go  and  acqujint  my  ii/td   • 
marquis.* — •  No,  no,'   cncd  my  mo- 
ther, overjoyed  at  what  flie  beard,  *  I'll 
take  her  to  him  myfclf  5  it  wiii  be  too 
much  trouble  for  him  to  come  hither^ 
f  Tivt  is  this  place  fit  to  restive  him  in.* 
*       B  'Ah. 
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"l^he  conlte  tpprcMNMl  of  it  $  but  the 
taf«t  de  chailibre,  who  knoiv  hk  (errand, 
irery  readily  replied,  tint  it  vn»  htghly 
improper.  •  My  lord/  ft/s  he,  «  U  in- 

<  tmfted  with  theexecution  of  tlie  king*t 

*  ibrderiy  and  tb  my  kMwIedge  will  not 

*  be  wanting  in  the  leaft  tittle.    Do  yon 

<  ifaiy  httre,  and  1*11  aec^uaint  him  with 

*  my  good  (bccel),-  wluch  ^1(  be  very 
'  aicceptable;  as  he  is  a  man  who  very 

*  mocn  delights  in  aAs'  of  generofity/ 
He  wtat  out  as  ibon  as  he  had  done 

fpeakinfff  fbll<ywed  b^the  cnnite;  who» 
big  ^itb  the  honour  of  being  concerned 
iir  an  alfifcir  where  th6  king's-  name  was 
cmployedy  gave  me  a  tap  on  the  clieek, 
bidding  me  bt  a  good  girl,  and  God 
would  blefs  me. 

We  remained  entfanted  with  what 


tat  neigHntfu'riiood'i,  wMclrhsppcfMs  Tyticr 
two  yenrt  before,  ami  I  had  jtifl  bcca 
acquainted  with,  riiled  thia  fafpiomi, 
which  otherwi(ef  perhaps  fand  never  eti- 
tercd-  my  head.  Examples  oftendmet 
ftrongly  influence  our  condtift,  atid  it  H 
frec^ntly  owing  to  the  miefortnnefl  we 
fee  in  otl|a«,  tlut  we  flinn  what  mi|^ 
otherwife  be  inevitable :  a  faithful  niir* 
ror !  and  well  deferves  to  be  conftslted* 
Bntto  return  to  this  yeung  perlbn» 
whofe  too  great  creckility  and  unthink- 
ing vanity  pnnred  hte  rain. 

Her  name  was  Charlotte  $  (he  was 
handfome,  well  (biped,  and  of  fo  fwe^t 
a  temper,  as  endeared  her  to  all  her  ae« 
quaintance.  Her  cireumftances,  it  tt 
true,  were  but  mean,  yet  flie  bad  very 
advantageous  matches  propofed  ta  Her^ 
had  Miiled,  till  our  neighbours,  who  ^he  moftjnconfiderable  of  which  wm  a 
hid  been  npo*i*  tho  wacch,    came  in  " 


MOed 

been 
ci^dwds,  and  awaked  ui  with  their  com- 
pttoMtets  upoil  this  tfcckfion,  feaibned 
with  an  air  of  envy  they  oould  not  dif- 
guile.  As  to  my  brother  and  fiAer, 
tteytook  fo  little  cave  to  hide  their  jea- 
loofyi  that  my  father  eaffily  difoovered 
itf  and  reprimanded  them  accordingly. 
TIk  adventure  affeAed  htm  very  much} 
and^as  he  did  not  want  fenlevhe  benn 
to  fee  through  the  Ihtle  ill  offices  Siat 
had  been  done  me.  « Good  lack  attends 

*  her,"  fays  he,  (peaking  to  the  neigh- 
hours  thai  were  prtfent,  •  and  did  fo  at 
«  her  birth.  She  it  good-natured  enough, 

*  and  with  God's  grace  and  the  rererend 
^  doAor*s  good  advice  ihe  may  come 
<  to  fometbing/ 

Whilft  my  father  was  thus  entertain 'i 
ing  himfetf  and  his  neighbours,  my 
thoughts  were  not  idle.  Aa  fintple  as  I 
vras,  I  conkt  £o  far  unravel  thi4  adven- 
ture^ as  tu'leeit  was  owing  to  my  letter, 
afid  no  more  than  a  prerext  for  an  op- 
portunity of  leeing  me  often  without 
giving  umbrage,  and  perhaps  with  a 
view  of  doing  me  Tome  lervice. 

I  was  charmed  with  the  dexterous  ipt* 
ihbd  he  bid  taken,  and  eafily  coneeived 
it  was  only  a  ftra^gem,  thoogh  I  was 
willing  to  allow  it  the  moft  favoumhle 
name.  *  What  a  happy  mcetingr  faul 
I  to  tttjML  « Whohtowabttt nrfibr- 
^  tunc  ia  madei  and'I  may  one  4iay  bid 

*  adieu  tn  the  villager  On  the  «tber 
handy  I  waa  not  witbont  ominooa  ap^ 
prthmfions.  <  Pofliblv  «hit  nobleman,^ 
thought  I,  <  with  ail  his  pi^teftttiona 

*  of  iove^  may  only  deiign  toy  rain  V 
The  ndvfMUM  of  a  yettRg.wMRa»oC 


very  fuiEcient  provifion  for  life.  But 
through  inexperience  (he  ovtrlooked  fneh 
favourable  profoe^.  Her  father,  in* 
deed,  who  judged  better,  preffMl  her  rery 
much  to  come  to  a  ref«lutioo,  and  by  a 
proper  choice  to  advance  lierfelf  in  the 
world :  but  the  amiable  temper  of  hi» 
daughter  was  an  invincible  charm  t» 
hiecfor  him  from  laying  an  abfolote  com  -* 
mand  i  in  oppoftcfon  tatbe  difltire  Iht  had 
taken  to  matrimony.  Things  remained' 
in  this  fitnatfon  for  fome  years,  tilla  £i« 
tal  accident,  (he  little  expe^ed,  broughe 
on  her  mln/and  an  tfnivailing  r^ret  ft»r 
having- preferred  her  own  indiimtiona' 
to  thole  of  her  friends. 

Going  one  dav  to  fell  fruit  at  Fon- 
tainebleau,  (he  heard  iomebody  call  to 
her  from  a  window.  Upon  this  (he 
went  up  to  the  houle,  which  made-  a 
great  appearance,  and  was  met  at  the 
door  by  a  ferrant,  who  (hewed  her  into 
an  apartment  very  fumptuovfly  fumi(h-> 
ed.  She  found  a  young  perfon  fitting 
there  in  a  rich  night-gown.  As  loon 
as  he  faw  her  |  « Come  in,  fweetheart/ 
fays  he,  *  lef  s  fee  your  fruit;  it  ihould 
♦  be  good.*  She  readily  uncovered  the 
baiket;  and,  huckftei*  like,  RiTintd  hfin* 
very  ferioufly  no  better  could  be  bought.^ 
While  (he  was  thus  employed  iir  fecttng 
ofF  her  fipuit,  the  voong  nobleman,  foe 
iiieh  he  wak,  con(k!antd  her  very  atcccu- 
lively. 

The  Duke  of  — — ,  the  pef(bn  (he| 
wis  talking  with»  was  now  in  the  twth- 
ty -fourth  year  of  hia  age;  much  given 
to-  vHrnMAt'lmd  pleafuies,  to  which  pn^-^ 
pofe  a  ceftain  pa^t  of  hia  income  wet 
entirely  dtdtanad.    A  baadibffie -black 

man* 
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hu  4f§»  Jivfly  beyond  HMgina- 
fiU  cfecott  carrUge  and  «ppa- 
Ratiyiaodeft  behaviour,  «Hre  bcvitcb- 
iog  aliwmwmt  to  inch  at  were  upic- 
painted  with  hifo.  Debauched  ai  he 
■was,  in  larisfyiag'bis  afipetites  he  never 
empioyuig  .treachery  $  but,  like  many 
43then,  was  nikd  by  bis  valet  ^  cbai^- 
fap,  one  IXtpin,  ihc  baie  pwreyor  U> 
his  darling  poilioB* 

As  to  CbaHotae,  ihc  always  wcac 
very  neati  her  behavi0«r  aad iwcctneTs 
«f  temper^  4iKoiided  by    her   beauty, 
ibon  aade  a.g3oiu|aeft  v  the  dufce^s  af- 
feAioos.  *  There  is  Jiothing  about  you,* 
iajt  he,  «*bot  what  is  charming  i  your 
baOiaof  fnik  is  what  I  take  the  lead 
notice  of,'  —  •  Your  goodnefs,  Sir,' 
%s  flie,  '  is  plcafed  to  ichink  fo  \  but 
fawn  a  conotry  girl  yon  muft  not  ex- 
|ie£^  a  fiiiubie  reply  to  fuch  compli- 
ments.    J  have  otten  heard  that  you 
£ne  gendemen  take  a  pkaiiiR  in  di- 
verting jfiMuielves  at  the  coft  of  poor 
iimple  gnrls  like  myfeif/?«»'Howr  faid 
the  4S«ikc,  intemipting  .her,  *  I  fee  you 
don't  Juiow  me  s    n^  fincerity  was 
never  queftioned,  for  I  icom  to  fay 
one  thing  ^and    mean  another  ^  but 
fince  you  are  pleafed  (o  be  of  a  con- 
trary opinion,  I  have  done/«~*  I  do 
not  pfx;tend,'  replied  Aie,  '  that  you 
laid  any  thing  I  can  take  amifs,  or 
that  you  had  any  fuch  intention/-*- 
No,  certainly,'  continued  the  duke, 
nnwiiling  to  frighten  her  from  coming 
again.    *  Well,  iayno»  more  of  that}  I 
have  a  mind  to  buy  your  fruit,  that 
is  the.buiineis  i  I  fliall  be  ^lad  to  have 
more  another  time.*    Saymg  this,  he 
made  her  a  genteel  bow,  and  retired  to 
his  dofet,  afur  he  hadordcved  hfs  valet 
de  chambre  to  take  care  of  her,   '  Shew 
*  her,^  laid  he,   <  the  larder,  that  .0ie 
<  may  bi^kfa^i  and  let  her  be  paid.' 
A  glance  from  his  eye  infonned  Dn* 

So  how  to  behave |.ic  was  what  he 
d  been  often  vied  to.  H*  treated 
Caarlotie  with  great  refpefl,  paid  her 
double  the  worth  of  her  fruity  and  un- 
der pretence  of  flBquifing  ^l^  it  grew, 
learned  her  place  of  abode.  He  iniifted 
en  her  prosiifing  to  call  again^  and  af- 
iured  her  the  diike  ^<»K^  take  her  fnitf 
at  often  aa  i^w  .came  to  yoF^iif .  |n  ^ 
word,  her  foqsplaiianpe  was  fuch,  that 
ihc  went  away,  teijf  well  iati^fted,  witii 
a  fall  itfolntiaii  40  cone  again  aa  (oon 
^poOlble.  :      .    . 

|lcr  father >  fi^il^ca  w^  §  Urge 


orchard,  which  ibme  years  turned  \o  % 
very  oonfideiable  account.  Ue  wnt 
mightily  pleafed  to  hear  what  an  adyan- 
•lageous  market  his  daughter  had  nude* 
nnd  with  the  proTpe^  of  felling  his  &niC 
upon  the  fame  terms  for  the  futuic. 
Two  days  after,  he  Tent  her  apin  to 
4own ;  (he  was  immediatsly  admitted  at 
^e  duke's,  who  behaved  willi  the  fame 
moderation  as  before,  and  Ihe  returned 
honoe  beaer  plcaied  than  ihc  w»s  the 
firft  day. 

The  third  lime  (kt  came,  who  (hould 
open  the  door  but  the  duke  himiclft 
very  richly  dreflfedi  a  handfome  well- 
made  man/  as  was  before  mentioned* 
Charlotte  took  but  too  much  notice  of 
him.     '  You  feem  furpriaed,  my  pret- 

<  ty  maid,'  (aid  the  duke,  <  to  iee  Mg 
'  come  to  the  door  mvi'elf  {  |  think  my 

*  fervants  are  all  loft :   but  they  often 

*  ferve  me  thus  |  they  know  my  good 

<  nature,  and  are  apt  to  abufe  it.  Cocne 
'  in,  they  will  be  here  fooni  we  ^aa 
'  chat  in  the  mean  time.'     Upon  thit 

'he  kd  her  into  a  parlour  htted  up  in  thtf 
molt  elegant  talle.  *  Lord/  cried  Chniw 
lotte,  «  what  a  fine  place  T— *  Yes,  mjT 
'  pretty  one/  replied  the  duke,  '  it  ia 

*  ib  whilit  you  are  in  it.    Sit  down/ my 

*  ange^;  lay  afide  your  balket.     Come^ 

*  come,*  continued  he,  feeing  fhe  made 
a  dilficulty  of  dging  it)  *  fit  down, 'I 

*  fay  I  you  are  at  home  bene,  nfe  no 

<  ceremony :  I  am  a  (granger  to  you, 
'  otherwtfe  you  would  know  .1  am  n 

*  great  enemy  to  all  formality.'  A^ 
•lart  ihe  was  prevailed  with  to  fit, 

*  My  valet  de  chambre  informs  me,^ 
continued  the  duke,  *  that  yon  live  at 

*  N-— *:  I  go  fometimes  that  way*| 
•'  TU  call  and  eat  fome  cream  with  you^ 

*  lam  fond  of  it,  but  from  yoor  band 

<  it  will  l>e  delicious )  for,  to  be  plain 

*  with  you,  Charlottci  the  ^rft  m<9- 

*  ment  I  ^beheld- you,  my  heart  was  de- 
-^  dicated.to  yonder  vice.    Hew  hippy 

*  iheuld  }I  be  to   gain  your  favour! 

<  Why  don't  you  fpeak  r  added  he, 
Ttaktng  her  by  the  hand)  f  why  this  £• 
.!  lence  ?  It  puts  me  on  the  rack.* 
m*  What,  you  ^faave  been  iaying,  mf 
f  lord/  anfwertd  Charlotte  with  her 
n^ial  fweetnefst  ^  has  covered  roc  with 
i  coi»ftiiipn  I  ^is  IS  the  fidl  time  of  my 

'*.  hitaring  fuch. things,  bow  ftiould  I  be 
.  <  abl^  to  mak^  any  anfwer  \    I  wifli  £ 

<  had  Icnle  enough  to  do  it)  but  the 

<  fimplicity  of  a  country  liffr-^'   «  That 

*  adonble  iim^iiiy/  replied  th«  dukt 

B  a  in 


IS 
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ki  tnn^rt,  '  ii  one  of  ytvr  greafteft  - 

-  f  "charms  I  How  n^ach  more  prtferal^le  - 

-  *  woufd  the  whole  fex  be,  if  adorned  * 
•  f  with  that,  as  well  as  with  yoos  other  - 

f  ravtfliing  gracetl     But  you  don^t  uM- 
•P  derftandme,  un|brtiinate  wretch  at  I 
'«  am!    If  my  evesfpeak  not  for  me,  ' 
•^•(alat,  ala»,   Gnarlotie!)  worda  can  - 
f  Inever  'OXpreA  a  paifion  -like  mine/ 
Ail  this  while  he  grafped  her  hands^ 
IcilTed  and 'bathed  them  with  his  ttars^ 
in  a  word,  aAedthe  part  of  a  man  over- 
whelmed with  affli^tbn.  Charlotte  was 
•liaturally  tender ;  thefe  geftures  and  esf - 
-preflioBS,  far  diiierrat  from  what  (he 
•iver    had   been  acouainted  with-;  the 
liandfome  perfon  of  her  admirer)  her 
'jrottng  heart  fufceptible  of  an  impreflion ; 
•tt  pot  together,  perplexed  her  exceed- 
ingly.   *  I  am  much  concenied,-  faid 
4he  with  an  air  of  conpailion,  ■  that  I 
'#  Ikoald  be  the  caufcof  your  giving 
'^^  way  thus  to  aiBiftion }  had  I  fotefeeh 
4  it,  I  would  never  have  oome  neaf  the 
^  bo^.*— *  On  the  contrary,'  replied 
tlib  4uke  with   ^eat  eameftnefs,  f  the 
'  fight  of  you  can  only  afford  me  relief} 
f  t^fe  eye^  muft  pronounce  me  happy 
f  or  rotferable.  What  would  I  not  ^ive 
f  thatyou  could  view  the  inmoft  thoughts 
•*  of  my  lbu|  I    yop  would  fee  how  you 

*  triumph  there  r  Sajftnp;  this,  he  en- 
idesvouied  to  take  her  in  his  arms'^  ll^e 
was.  too  diicreet  to  Aiffer  it,  but  rifing; 
lip,  told  him  with  a  balhiiil  blu(h,  (he 
pu^yiaw  it  was  time  for  her  to  be  gone, 
•She  Aiadtt  towat'ds  tfate  door  in ordef  to  go 
out}  when  the  duke,  throwing  himfelf 
lic^re  her»  d-i^  out,  f  Stay,  my  angel ! 
.•  you  are  miftreA  heie,  and  have  nothing 
■^  to  fear  &  itay,  (Hayl  TU  do  whatever 
.*  yoo  require ;  I  will  provide  a  buibsiid 
^  foryouj  I  will  iettle  you  l^andfon^ely 
:*  in  the  Sworld.'^  I  am  ?oo  young/ 

ihe  replied,  <  to  make  any  anfwer  to 

*  fucb  things  i  in  the  name  of  goodnefs 
-<  let  me.goP  Saying  tbti,  Sie  we|^t 
-Weriv.  The  duke»  convinced  chat  he 
•ott).y  loft  hi«  labour,  endeavoured  to 
•pacify  ber»  and 'with  great  difficulty,  at 

taft  compaiTed  it.  The  valet  de  cham- 
|ire*8  coming  in  put  ail  end  t^  her  fears. 
Neverthelers,  'die  returned  home  with  a 
diiquirt  of  mind  ariimg  from  love  i  the 
icene  ftie  had  beliild  had  it's  effeai 
)ier  heart  ^j^f  entangled^  and  in  a  few 
.  days  ihe  longed  k|  mtkch  to  ice  the  duke, 
as  Qie  was  bdfore'dt.0roas  to  avoid  him, 
'It  is  true,  her  good  fenie  enabled  her  to 
lefttt  any  thoitghta  «f  retaniiog }  but 


this  force  upon  her  inclinations  ^9  A| 
violent|  as  very  much  prejudiced  her 
kcahh.  She  grew  veiy  pale,  as  we  all 
remarked,  though  we  comd'not  fo  roudi 
as  guefs  at  the  caufe.  • 

Eight  days  were' now  pafled  without 
her  hearhng  any  thing  of  thip  duke,  whcri 
became  to  the  village,  and  enquired  afPcr 
a  man  whofe  daughter  had  brought  ^")i 
fruit.  As  he  was  the  only  one  in  the 
place  that  dealt  in  that^brrtmodity,  he 
was  foon  known,  and  the  dqke  ordereid 
all  he  had  to  be  fen t  home;  he  rh«ti 
took  a  fancy  to  walk  in  the  orcfhani 
whero'it  grew,  Charlotte's  father' wait- 
ing upon  him  all  the  while.  BythetimQ 
he  inlagined  his  proje€(  had'  fucd^ed^ 
'he  reiired. 

Whitethe  father  was  taken  np  in  at- 
tending the  duke,  his  fubtle  valet  d^ 
chambre  applied  himfelf  to  the  daugK- 
ter.  He  ej^erted  all  'his  eloquence  t<^ 
feduce  her,  and  draw  her  to  Fontatne- 
bleau,  in  order  to  comply  with  his  mi- 
ftcr»spaflion;  *  ' 

He  took  a  grtat  deal  of  pains  to  Ct% 
off  his  birth,  wealth,  and  perfon;  he 
laid  befortf  her  the  great  advanta§rs  thit 
might  be  made  of  fiich  an  amour-;  but 
all  to  noburpofe.  He  changed  his  bat- 
tery, and  employed  the  appearance  ol' 
Virtue  to  draw  Ijcr  into  vice.  He  prd- 
poled  the  making  her  a  duchefs ;  which 
lie  aifurdtl  (hould  foon  be  brought  a- 
bout  if  ftie  would  come  into  his  mea* 
iiifes.  He  remindeil  her  of  her  own 
condition,  and  that  inch  an  opportunity 
of  aggrandizipg  herfclf  was  not  to  be 
neglei^ted  for  any  imaginary  punctilio'. 
Here  i^er  r^folution  began  to  fail  hrr  5 
love  and  ambition  prevailed  fo  far,  that 
(lie  promifed  to  come  the  next  day  to 
town,  to' fee,  as  he  cxprefled  it,  whether 
there  was  any  defign  otimpofingupon  her'. 
Dbpin  acquainted  the  duke  before- 
-hand  with  what  hadpafTed,  and  fhewed 
him  the  neceflfty  of^  diflembling  with 
Charlotte,  if  he  hoped  to'  fpcccefl  in  hi^ 
defigns,  <  Thotiart  ctrtJiinly  banter - 
'  7ng  me,'  replied  the  doke;  *  though 
«  I  love  the  ^iri  to  diftraaion,  I'll  net 
f  en?er^  into -any  engagement  with  heri 
^  whtth    I    don't   mtend  to   Jjeiformg 

*  much  lefscommit-lb-^^riTat  a'folly  a« 

*  to  marry  her.     Ndther  love' nor  ma- 

*  hey  bught  ever  to*cotihteriance'  prepof- 
'  teroQs  matches;   JDepend  upon  it,  I'll 

*  nevet  follow  the  examnle of -^-»;  who, 
'  in  order  to  gratify  his  paiGoh,  wa« 

*  guihy  of  a  thoufaod  fniliesy  and  then, 

«  to 
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fosrricd  hit  vwn  mother i  to  tnrr  fjthert  in  orxior  lo  littt 

nituout  wife,   j»ef  -  htv  to  town  5  he  thuu^Ht  Himfelf  enocti 

bt>i  1  ifovi't  much  honotircil  in  the  afuir,  and  iknt  ber 

methooi  ihe  fn>de  terv  witKnirlv, 

£»er  endi^i      1  could  ^h                  joner  ihffe»  but  all  ra* 

■nr*>o  w^s  JrawTi  ii»  fo  pnti                .vuric  to  oblige  ?Mid  (iiv<tt 

.    by  hei  her.     Shr  began  lo  rtlilh  a  life  of  caJe 

ffpntf^.  ntiil  pleaAjre;    what  put  the  fini/hing 

i  ic  tttc  buritifff  wat  fine  t|o»Chft 

'7-  drer$f    of  which  (He  had  ftlway« 

,   il  he  did  not  mikc  an  been    pafnonitely  fofid.      She    ^ncM 

Ti  of  her.     He  wa»  h^far*  hcilelt    already   a   du chefs ;     here   flit 

rul  the  plot  luccced-  t;iulrcicd,  and  hei-e  her  mm  wai  com- 

"  ■-  ^  i*  much  in  pleated. 

"    '  '  ■    ^^  'very  tiif  fl>e  expc8ed  to  fee  the 

ts  oi  Dupin's  piomifei,  and  he  as 

...  -..iii  found    prctcxti   to  put   her  otf. 

*  t^.                                                      dc-  Time  Hipped  awny,  her  lovci  wis  upott 
'  i^                         .,                   !  iriy  the  point  of  g^in.T  tu  coart,  to  whi^li 

to  t4ve  hi4   rriiifie^r'*     f  hit   rank  and    '                  t   about  the 

',  uji    I  ^M car  rniny  more  king's  perlbn  c;                     Her  paiftuv 

;  V  furniih  fpj   the  duke  was  rneaprciTible^  and  aa 

.11  never  ihe   was  iifcd  by  him  with  the  greateft 

•  p»^vaU   iijx^n  mc  to  make  ^iiie  of  the  fcndcmefi,  <lie  thought  herfcJf  pafeilljr 

♦  f»"if!*b«'.     ^o  take  your  own  rncalurc$  b'^ppy.     But  M  lai^   flie  foumi  herfrJI' 

matter  lo  bc.n:    I  with    child,     and    the    dxtkt   gone   to 

;  but  remember,  I  coiiri  wiihout  bidding  her  fnrewcL    Hla 

):fi^c  nor  perform  ^ny  en-  paflian  was  fated,    and    njmoft   wora 

out ;  the  talet  dt  ch^imbrrwas  dirc^ei 

-'  -    '  "     -  '    '     ucj  to  nd  him  of   CbArlottc.     The  poor 

,>on  crcarure  t»cgan  to  forebode:  her  mUfor* 

►  *.                                                            rm  tunes;    her  commerce    with    the   duke 

wdI                                                        he  had  given  her  an  in  light  into  things  | 

'u..'                                                  ,._      he-  Hif  rv;4*>  no  !,>n^i-r  a  iiniple  c"unliy  girh 

,i.     The  duke  had  ^                           rhedangvr  Oiewas  in  of 

},  though  his  youth  r      ^^                i;  fl^e  had  mentioned  tw 

10  *ome  excrlfts.    When  her  Jover  the  prom iles  made  her  m  hri 

r^    Dirpm  perliiaded    her  name»  but  he  difovvned  them  ^  (lie  wept« 

II   ie:v   tViiii:,  afluring  tore  her  hair,  and  took  on  bitterly,  but 

:  uiu  1  o  .t  hia  ma-  all  10  no  purjjofe;  the  duke  went  away 

rr,  ihan    an  entire  without  the  lead  emotion. 

our.    •  Youf  com*  She  tixed  the  valet  dc  chambre  with 

lit,  •  w*:'    '           iijfl,  it  J  the  vtlhin  threw  the  blame  on  his 

V  duvs  fnTi                   >\\i'  mafter»  and  wafi  the  fiift  in  calling  him 

*     '    '*^                        raa  an  impoftor.    But  Charlotte,  now  made 

'- j^  delbetate^was  not  to  be  put  off  wi^h  plau- 

iig»*  ftble  prcienccs;  flie  exclaimed  io  loudly 

te,'  agitinft  her  deceivers,  that  the  duke,  to 

'  rt ,  whom  Dupin  h.id  knt  an  account  of 

by  her  rage,  apprehcnrling  the  affair's  be- 

into  coming  ptibltck,  propjfed  a  conl'iderable 

t^  inare.      I  be  v.i                   «>ming  a  fum  ot  money  towards  getting  her  a 

^,-^'  rpt-fhfv,                     ink,  and  hufb-^nd^     She  flood  out  a  long  time, 

Oie  wan  but  convinced  at  ta(t  that  her  ruin  waa 

i.ling;  in  inevitable,    ftie  came  to   a   refolutioit. 

week  at  Fon-  She  took  the  twenty  thou  fan  d  livret, 

ji     her    father  part  of  whtch  paid  her  portion  in  1  mo- 

itur,     A   pretrDct  iial^try  to  which  flie  re«iredi»he  i-rtk  (he 

A   nutr  gc   was  dirtributed  among  her  relationt.     The 

iriir  wt,<vii^i!»  1  namei  tfit  d\^ke'i  ^Hair  made  fume  noifr  ^    though    till 

thea 
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Ank  jt-fctd  htm  Jwpt  fRhMe,  it  vDM 

I  had  been  acquamtr4«ntb  ihi»pf- 

nwie fif«ih viMon^  viprnftry  on  this oc 
jMUmw.  I  le^blnwi  with  wyicif  to  bie 
^nore  wary  ^nd  raore.jiifcveet  Uun  the 
iwi^qpf»y  Clyuriocte.  In  vain  did  wny 
im&mtnm»,  prciudicid  as  .they/i^eit^ 
Ifiitfmth  4he  iDtB^s»  fn4  'iH.hin»  4)tf 
ji^ themoft fnvpiimbk U^ht.  My vir- 
.^vr  intcfpc^d;  Ji  dtCQnnincd  never  tf» 
iWcrpe  from  U*ft  diAates,  and  as  oftea  ai 
inf  km  tiOuM  give  «:(afion,  ^  cail  it 
^  my  affiftance.  Fiom  tfaax  oaoBient  I 
inre  fionftantiy  agthercd  to  thia.mwKim, 
4Md  hate  juft  reafini  to  look  upon  it  as 
Ifhe  &ond9iicm  ja£  all  my  good  fbrtuoe. 
^nifir  the  fiiveAion  of  Ai.good  a  guide 
ihoe.is  no  danger  dF ^ng  aftray. 

Imm  taken n[^ with  thei«  ivfleftions^ 
fffthen  wocd  was^t^vought  of  tfa|e  marqius^s 
^nrival ;  be  came  ItiMdnig  .ti)e  coiuitefs» 
find  was  ibllovred  by  a  great  deal  of 
ipompaay,  whom  be  found  at  the  cattle. 
J|e  bad  already  acquainted  ^hem  witb 
lidwt  fa0d  happened  yrheni  met  the  kiE^ 
mm  the  road,  and  the  gratuity  his  |i». 
fB0y ^ad  ordered.  But  he  did  not  in* 
fonn  tbeni,  that  the  affec^ioo  he  had  ftt 
4bat  inflai^  taken  to  me^  had  wtt  Jiiia 
ppoo  kiyine  the  circu iBftanc^s, of  my  ad- 
.fenture  before  (he  king  in  fuch  nw»vii|f 
Hatrnip  as  lajd  bis  majefty  Wilder  a  ikiad 
jif  paefsiRty  of  ft^wiiig  «|ie  ibme  rM;«rd. 
1}ie  compimy  were  ib  Wall  pleafechwith 
^  acumqt,  that  thqr  al)  nofolved  io  fee 
9i»iwhat4sanB«r  I  ftiouid  behave  on  .the 
^ct;9^fm.  This  gaye  the  countefs  jin 
«»pportunrty  of  .mforsiing  tlneoi^  that  the 
idar^ilrtMiXi^— V-rj^tbe^K<>the  young 
m^ytmn^wasmy  godfutl^a:,  Theyom^ 
fiw^iiis  n^aa  iecvetly  tranlported  with 
ijtm  dMcoT«ry»  .and  which  afterwards 


,  I 'him  for  a  pcetence,  wl^en,  under 
4^  fil4ieL'>  name*  heigavenf^e  fo.many 
4iig^al  ^oofs  of  l^ia  love  and  geoero- 
*ty. 

i/Vs  the  company  driw  nearj  we  a<l- 
^B<ed  to  meet  her  ladyihip.  She  no 
Iboner  Ihwme,  b^t  (he  called  out,  *  Come 
>  ^hitheiv  VI  j  dear  JenD^,  I  am  overjoyed 
#  that  you  biegin  fotarly  totaftejthe  fwcets 
f  «f  vour  go^  tbrtune.  Don't  be  afraid«* 
«eo|ilintted  (he,  feetog  me  iip  groat  con* 
J^n^on  >  *  we  know  your  education  has 
•4  joten  iunh  as  a  nilltige  affords.— >Hoik 
-*  do  yfltu  like  my  god-daishcer,  n^ 
(«  iotAl  Utr  cwij|gei^jkot,a^poUtt^i 


-^  4iqt»  with-^pod  InSbsaQxitt^  4he 

*  msdbelbmeiigttfein^hewiQrld/— »<  InT- 

*  deed,  iKSadain/  repli^  the  4i\4n^n,- 

*  y^^iir  >ladyjOlip  mull  pacdoo  4xiej  >I 
«  think  this  pretty  creature  TjCiytwell 
^  behaved  ^  (he  wai>ts  butlittlf:  ta^>roir»- 

*  ment,  to  be  as  you  wouid  have  ber** 
The  company  hvfitid  themfehres  in  com-* 
mending  me  $  ooe  -extolled  sny  beaa^ty^ 
imynsat^efs,  and  fancy,  in  my  CMKoitry 
«tcife$  anothw  praifed  mycomplexion^t 
A  third  thought,  my  hand  andanfu^nucb 
Ji^ond  what  is  ufual  in  low  life.  In  m 
iwotrdf  .e^ecy  onexontributed'fbmethin^ 
jto  increafe  the  perplexitv  1  was  in.  A» 
to  my  fathert.  he  affbrded  AoinAall tii- 
.verfioii with  his*  *  Sbeisyourfervant.* 
— -<  Noi  indeed  i  I  wi(h  fi!e  were.*  My 
mother  made  no  aniwer,  but  a  .great 
ynany  cuirtfies^  mii'M  4  iwas  the  onl|r 
iMie  who  did  not  dareto look  up;  ana 
if  any  thing  about  me  could  cjeate  de» 
iighty  k  mull  have  been  the  ea^tcenae 
^nfufion  I  lalioured. under. 

When  the  firft  volify  of  compliments 
icvas  ovei-y  the  marquis,  addremng  ium*. 
ifelf  to, me  with  as  much  reipe^l  as  if  C 
had  beea-aducbefs,  bid,  *  The  kinging 

*  commanded  me,  my  pretty  one,  to  pot 

*  »oU>  yovr  hands  this  puife  of  thirty 

*  iouis-d'ors.    You  awe  it  xo  the  fixb> 

*  y^jiUirratisfaAionyquexprefiedatieCi- 

*  mg  hisperibnt  an  account  of  which 
t  w^s  given  him.  I  am  exceed)ngl|p 
*<  ple^i^  he  tfiottght  iit  to  eu^loy  nae 
^  on  tbis  occafien,  and  dte^nore  To,  as 
r<  I  ,^n4i  by  this  lady^s  information^ 
<  that  my  iathsr.ftood  with  Jier  at  your 
^  chriilenffig.    li  is  what  I  was  unac^  < 

*  i^uainted  with  before,  t^ut  I  dare^n.- 

*  g9tge  my  lather  will  be  extremel|r 

*  |de4ied  Jto  h^ar  of  this  adventQre/>i<^ 

*  Tliat  you  may  a^re  yourfel^/  r<^ 
^lied  the  .cou^t^*  *  But,  Jenny,  what 
■*  do  you  Tayto.my  lord  n^rquis }  Yon 
<<  mult  thank  him  for  tlie  jmn^  he  hat 
'*  taken.'  J  made  him  a  cuiitl^yK  and  ac 
knowledged  the  favour*  but  in  Sji  low  « 
.V^ice,  dMt  I  daie  fay  nobody  £Quld  ^U 
what  I  (juJ,,nor  indeed  d id  .1  knx3w  very: 
well  niyfelf.  <  Mind/  fay^ the. coud/ 
tefs,  winking  on  the  company^  .<  how  k 

*  (h^U  put  ner  to  it.— Come,  Jenny/ 
jcoBtittVbcd  ihci  <  tell  us  (incerely  what 

*  you  will  do  with  your  money  i  How 
'  will  you  iay.it  outr—^'  Since  you  ape 
■<  j^lenfedy  ^bdam>  to  comnaand  me,^- 
aniWered  I,  *,the>beft  u(i;  I  can  pat  hia 

*  majelfy's  jbonnty  to,  is.to.give  it  tunfr 
«  «^thsr*'TT'*fe>Wl'  6id,t^m:^rquif^ 

hailiiy; 
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*mm  afc  r-^«  Indeed,  mr  LortI/  1 1^ 
pW,  iiarce  dsring  fir  look  m  bM-ftev, 

•  l&ii't  wane  My  tHiifj^j  I  tktilmly 
'  t^of  her  taltovene  /0»»f^/  ip  Mvritr, 

•  tiatif  nrcr  I  fbonkl  be  at  any  Aftance, 

•  1  may  he  Ah  ta  enquire  ifter  her 

•  Mfb/  Hr  wt9  ettarmed  wirii  mr 
nadf  aiAier.  wtiicfa  h^  vnderKdod  per- 
taMy  ««l|  by  iMy  hmr  wfrkh  Colin 
•we.  ^Alr,  Matf«m^«1Bdlw,nlf»- 
«f  Qitbeceatjtef9,  •  IkMvcmiimenAihle 
'  t»dit»dfcfecofiihpfwgtnemt  itwotiid 
«  fee  tnrtwoM  to  tHe  ?nft  dc^nenot  td 
V5«»*»t.^— *,If  f»  not  ray  Min/ 
lyw  the  €«tniteft,  iinittnr»  •  to.  M 

*  «mlty  ciwy  fbeh  dimg }  f  11  feetf  I 

*  tt»  ew't  do  iboMtbimr  projier  for  the 
•kfag  to  be  infentietfef  .^Jenny,*  fayt 
Aeiones  ■  rH  cwfyixm  home^itlr'me, 

*  Af»  way  eventn^if  youliave  a  mind  | 
«  yon  wiiliog  to  go  r    Upon  titit, 

tnun^myPflf  fonynother)  «  Yooare 
'fre^mopeiet'perfow,  deirmamma/ 
ad  I,  *  to  confider  what  tnft^  wt 
'  et^t  to  Mtvra  ix>  my  i;iMinioiher*s 
<  0nat  goorfneft/  But  vy  titther  feved 
kff  tfaotinooble,  idlibg  ber  ladyAi^i  be 
dtti^bt  iitmSelf  teudi  honoured  by  fiieh 
afivovr.  Ttiecoont^ri,  fumingrotlie 
M|iua«  told  hfftf,  Om  ondcrtook  the 
«*Sft*  ^  "g^^nd  wottld'endeffToi*  to 
■*e  me  6e^trt the iKMtftc  hitnaieily 
W  been  pkaM*to  Henoor  mewiHl« 

•  Take  your  learef  Jenny !'  ftW  flie  to 
»,  tttfiftttig'nbofat  and  toHowed  by  the 
cft^p«ny«  1:  embraced  ttiv  mother  and 
ti«  reft  oi*  the  himUy  wnk  tears  in  my 
^,  leain|«  at  dwt  mftant  thHbroe  of  ' 
Imue  kk  an  ow-lght  heart.   Her«  I'wa* 

a  Ma^  bur  gave  full  fcope  to  my  ' 
^-^1  fo  tn«  it  ia,  that  fltanie  ae. 
.  a  only  irreguKir  paNloni.  I 
gfte-fflw  inarfe  to  my  mother,  whotold 
■em  a  wlliipef,  ihe  tvoutd  not  fail  to 
^mt  4<xne  new  e!onrti«  flr  lo  aMrar 

*  H#rin]gttk*ninylea¥e,lfoWoi;^td 
«»«na^anyi  ti4iO*^eye  ma^  at  Ibme 
^r!?*I ,  **y  modierdid  norleave  me 
« 1  had-iomed  them ;  nor  then  neither, 
«  **  te»*  fcharged^  me  to  be  alWavi 
C^^aM  'seter to  forget  that  notrue 
tenneib  cm^  beek^ad  vmhow  it. 

THeifliMfiitaofttfhtookcdback.  H« 
■•  fiwM#  ftrar  mr  afone/  bttf  eominf  u» 

Ti^'  %?^  *■*«*  ^**'***  Jenwyf  am 


•  Kcwr  dear  fo  long  an  ab^Hice  Ite  cot' 

'  "2!!^'/  *?  '^^^  ^"^^^^^  «r  feH.' • 

anlwercd  I,  •  bow  much  f  am  indebted 

•  to  your  geneitjfityt  f  hope  yon  wtfl 

•  accept  of  the   aeknowlSgmantt  I 
]  »"?«»  wwogh  they  m  far  Aoet  of 

what  they  ought  to  be;  yonmvftnt. 
tnbtfte  It  to  my  fmail  capacity  wd 

•  the  company  I  hare  been  ufcd  Co;  diey 

•  were  no  better  than  myftlf,  and  it 

•  couldnotbcexpe«cdbutI«KmHb* 

•  much  confnfed  on  Incii  occafionai 
pertijfpy,  when  I  hate  been  Imne  that 


i      i'     ^-'"i — ;— — -"!"••  J     ■!■  wanti 

only  a  litue  nnprovement:  but  yno 
!  1^'^?™««'<*»^*'»gw«*y««friendt.  * 

And  give  me  leave,  mv  dear  Jenny. 

norto  lofcthiafavoarableopportnnrcy, 
!  S??  ^P^^  «•  becomea  the  iinca4  ' 

friend  you  hate.    You  ate  beantjtnff. 

and  will  eteiy  day  be  moce  fe.    Tbe 

•  connteftfeeamuchoamnany^andton. 
ftqnenriyii  cannot  be  fong  befbc«  ad- 

•  dttflea  wiH  be  made  to  you.    Bbi  re* 

•  ntember,  few  young  men  axe  Hrtba 
ftme  way  of  thinkfitg  with  myiaf  j 
tirey  cary  danger  with  ibem,  and  will 
|«vt  no  way  untnod  to  deterve  yont 

•  If  you  liften  to  them,  yon  n>nft  jtfrt 
'  me  over  fo*-  Jofr.    r  need  not  6%- any 

•  nJpwafpr(^ftflrtofwhat^havefoi*pe.Tk 
or,  a  httle  experience  ofthe  world  will 

•  let  you  into  part  of  it.  In  the  j»ain 
trtne,  endear  yourfdf  a«  much  as  pof* 
fibia  to  your  ^dmother$  bating  the 

•  ttfnal  foiblea  of  the  ftx,  agood^m^ 
«  mart,  and  endowed  with   excelleiit 

quahftcationa  worthy  yoor  imitation. 

•  Some  other  time  I  will  give  you  her 
charaftcr  as  a  model  by  which  yrm 
may  form  your  own  r  you  fee  !  don't 

•  trrit  you  KJce  a  child.  Ketertht^lcfa 
I  cnight  to  aflt  j^ur  pardon  Jor  takmr 
upon  me  to  give  you  MSm^i  but  the 
great  ftiare  I  muft  bear  in  evrry  thii^ 
that  coocsfns  ;oo,  .makey  me  thu» 

.  ^  wward  mto  yonr  a«.ni.-     I 
muft  nor  forger  to  acquaint  you'tbat  * 
her  ladyflitp  has  a  daughter,  wb^,  at 

^  flie  IS  mocfi  inferior  in  point  of  be:<n- 

i  7l!J^^  ^^  icatous  of  you  fiom  the 
firff  moment:  Her  bre*et  h  tMnd^ 
fome  yottrt^  getiHimmr;  aid  F  hat*" 

!  I**^  to  tWrtfc  iWM  bti  ai  Uttte  ubi^  • 
w>i«iff  yon^eha^m*  as  myfcff  v  thi* 
P^tsmrfnn^iinaefititeri,  aa-^HHs 

*  «'*  H^'wgfcwfiiWiaJ  opp^nonl^itf or ' 

•  fettifgyoa/    Riwftfmiieildti^,  -inH  • 

•  ptrhiff 
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*.perhisiMgaui>tipoayoUrai|^£Uanf:  if 

*  10,  what  muft  become  of  me  P 

*  1  d<ui*t  knoWy'  anfwensd  I,  '  what 
'  love  i$s  I  have  hitheito  lived  vtry 

*  happy,  unacquainted  with  any  un- 

*  canners,  but  what  arofe  from  feeing 

*  my  mother  in  afflidion,  or  the  peevith-i 
^  nefs  of  my, brother  and  fifter.  There 
'  is  nothing  but  your  generous  behavi- 

*  our  towards^-*    *  No  more  of  gene- 

*  rofity,*  replied  he:  *  I  am  in  pain 
'  when  you  beflow  that  name  on  fucb 

*  trifling  marks   of  the  moft  tender 

*  friendfliip.  You  are  not  yet  acquaint- 

*  ed  with  me;  when  you  are,  you  will 

*  be  fenfible,  how  happy  I  am  in  •  this 

*  fmall  opportunity  of  (hewine  how  ten- 

*  derly  I  love  you.'—*  Lord  P  faid  I, 
fnailing,  *  you  are  always  talking;  of 

<  love :  let  it  reft  till  I  know  what  it  is, 
'  and  whether  a  maid  may  be  allowed 

*  to  bear  of  it/-—'  I'll  teach  you  what 
«  it  IS,'  replied  he.  «  No,  no,  ray  lord,' 
I  cried;  <  my  mother  has  often  charged 

<  me  never  to  liften  to  men;  fmee  all 

<  thev  fay  only  tends  to  impoie  upon  us : 

<  I  dare  fay  my  godmother  is  of  the 

<  fame  opinion.'—*  Take  care,'  re- 
plied the  marquis  very  eameftlyt  *  that 

<  you  never  mention  a  word  to  her  con- 
^  ceming  my  paflion.    She  is  of  a  Jea- 

*  lous  temper,  of  which  more  hereafter } 

*  it  may  prevent  my  feeing  of  you,  and 

*  upon  that,  my  very  life  depends.'—' 

<  Kayi  then,'  added  I,  <  there  muft  be 

*  harm  in  it,  fince  you  are  afraid  to  let 

*  it  be  known.'—*  No,  my deareft  Jen- 

*  njr,  there  is  none  i  have  a  better  opi- 

*  nion  of  me.'  I  was  about  to  reply  f  I 
found  a  facility  in  doing  it,  that  fur« 
prized  roe.  I  was  under  no  reftraint 
with  the  marquis ;  and  if  he  had  been 
one  of  my  pi  ay- fellows,  I  could  not  have 
reafoned  with  greater  freedom.  I  was 
about,  I  fay,  to  enquire  why  he  Ihould 
give  himfelf  this  preference,  when  my 
ffodmother,  turning  about,  called  to  me. 
Upon  our  coming  up  to  h(r;  *  How 

<  nowP  (ays  (he  tome,  *  what,  are  vou  • 
«  liftening  to  the  marquis?   What/ub- 

*  je^l  has  he  been  upon  ?  Love,  to  be 
'  fure.  Remember,  Jenny,  it  is  potfon, 

<  and  oftentimes  fatal.'—*  I  know  no* 

*  thing  of  the  matter.  Madam,'  anfwer- 
cd  I.    *  My  lord,   to  -divert  himfelf  I 

*  fuppofe,  has  been  enqulrlnfi^  after  our 

*  country  amusements,  and  I  have  men 

*  him  m  btik  account  I  can.'«— *  I^it 
«  .very  true/  lays  he,  *  this  pretty  crea- 
'  Mc  ha*'4lf^ibe4  them  in  fo  livdy  a 


'  Hiaime^  tlieaC  t  prefer  tliien»  far  bcyoitfdf  , 
.  «  the  pleaiiires  of  a  towi)  life.'  Tte 
countcfs  rallied  him  oYif  bis  new  tallef' 
the  company  took  xtf  the  fa^e^,  till» 
without  perceiving  it,  we  had.reached 
thecaftle. 

.The  conntefs  wai  no  foon'er  in  her 
apartment^  but  flw  called  for  Ma^de- 
moifelle  De  Pare.  She  bad  been  for- 
merly her  waiting-iNroman,  though,  ^c 
prefeitt  had  nootlKr  employment  but  t4»' 
govern  her/ lady (hiui,  as  well  a«  the  reft 
of  the  family.  Sflie  might  have  fome 
fifty  years  over  her  head,  was  lean  and  • 
vi^inkledi  ^  countenance  much  upon  • 
the  wheedler  and  devotees  fhe  would 
always  be  of  your  opinion  till  you  ha^ 
•  placed  a  confidence  'ai  her,  which  ibe 
was  fure  to  make  a  handle  af^  to  tyran* 
nize  with  impunity.  She  knew  the  in  - 
trigues  of  a  family,  was  always  fiodiq^ 
fault,  except  hear  avarice  isterpofed^ 
She  loved  money,  and  iiiade  no  fecret  of 
it  upon  proper  occadonss  any  fault 
would  be excufed  where prefents  medi- 
ated a  pardon.  It  was  to  this  antiquated 
piece  of  formality  I  was  given  in  chai^. 

*  I  recommend  my  g^  daujrbter   to 

*  your  care  for  education,'  laid    the  . 
counters  to  hen  *  Hie  is  ^30d  condi-  . 

*  tioned,  and  naturally  well  inclined  $  1  . 

*  make  no  doubt  but  fhe  Will  advance  . 

<  apace  under  your  direflion.    Do  you 

*  know  the  king  has  uloen  notice  of  hcr« 

*  and  given  thirty  loaisd'orsr—*Thir-  - 

*  ty  louis  d'orsl'  cried  Mademoifelle  . 
De  Pare,  iilterrupting  her  {  *  fio  little 

*  matter,    I  aiTure^  you.     NVheiie  are 

<  theyp'«~<  Her  good  nature,'  replied 
the  countefs,  *  prevailed  on  her  to  give 

*  them  to  her  mother.*—*  She  h^  done 

*  better  to  have  kept  them,'  replied  the 
old  Abi^il  with  airown^  *  Icojuld 

*  have  laid  them  by  for  her  as  well  gm 

*  another*  Who  knows  whatitu^  hap. 

<  pen?    How  could  fhe  be  fo  giddy! 

*  She  would  have  known  where  to  find  . 

*  them  at  a  pinch.'«i-.<  That  ie  not  nhe. 

*  bufinefs  we  are  aboat,'  faid  the  ceuD-» 
tefs,  interrupting  her^  *  where  will  you 

*  lay  her?'—*  Why,  in  my  chamber,' 
anfwered  De  Parc}  *  where  can  ihe  be 

<  better?'—*  That  is  true,'  faid   tbe  . 
countefs.    *  But  the  firft.  thing  (he  is  frt 

*  about,  mufl  be  to  l^m  to  write.  Wheo 

*  flie  can  do.that,  I  will  take,  her  to 

*  Verfailles,  where  fhe  fhall  nrtom  t^  . 

*  king  thanks  for  his  b9u^ty  in  her  • 

*  own  hand'-writiogs  it  msjT  yof&bly  »  , 

*  •>g«g«him.i».eoAtiniie  i^'— tVerjr  • 

«  Uue/ 
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'tnty*  MffiM  my  new  gQimcTsj 
.'  ikat  if  DO  ImmI  tfaqyglit.*  Xhiriog  this 
coonTfadois  I  never  opened  mv  lips : 
my  beait  miigave  loe;  I  iireaoed  my 
prdeat  iidiatioo*  suad  with  regret  Jook- 
ad  back  upon  that  I  Had  juft  now  kft. 
After  amch  dircourfe  of  this  kind,  Ma- 
deno&Mc  de  Pare  ieiied  on  me  at  her 
fBtjt  and  ever  after  foUowed  me  like  my 


The  marqnit  ilaid  rome  time  at  the 
caftle,  during  which  he  continually 
ibagfaytfor  an  oppoitnntty  to  Tpcakwith 
ne.  fiut  this  was  no  eaiy  .matter,  as  I 
was  alwajra  with  my  govemeTs*  or  elfe 
in  the  countcfft's  bed-chamber,  Icam- 
ii^  to  embroider.  I  fometimet  met  his 
cyo,  and  learned  irom.tKem  how  dif- 
agiceabie  this  jiefl/aint  was  to  him  ;  by 
<iegTces  J  became  acquainted  with  their 
language.  Whilit  he  daiJ,  nothing 
afeked  roe  but  the  endearing  reflection 
ai  beiog  beloved  by  him.  J  apprehend- 
ed no  harm  in  .amufing  myfelf  withthe 
idea  of  him  ;  gratitude,  methought,  re- 
qoired  it  of  me.  Frivolous  pretext  I 
^1  miftake!  a  fire  lay  hid  under  it, 
whole  gentle  heat  plealcd  at  prefent,  but 
ibon  brchke  out  with  great  violence. 
Mademoi^llc  D'Eibieux,  the  countefs*s 
daughter,  was  about  fifteen  years  of  age ; 
of  a  fair  complexion,  the  only  perfunal 
advantage  (be  was  qiufbrefs  of  s  her  eyes 
large  and  dull,  but  in  that  particul:tr, 
taspofiora;  for  ihc  did  not  want  wit, 
though  at  that  time  it  was  unequal,  and 
not  very  taking.  Her  countenance  de- 
ceives one$  £be  being  in  appearance 
good-natured  and  engaging,  but  in  rea- 
lity envious  and  fuilen.  In  coniidera- 
tion  of  favours  !received  from  her  mo- 
ther^whcn  at  her  houfe,  I  would  gladly 
have  omit^  this  chara6ler$  but  it  was 
impra^ticmble  to  proceed  in  my  i^ory 
without  bringing  her  upon  the  flage^  as 
ieveral  future  events  will  be  found -tn- 
tirely  owing  to  her  treachery  and  ma^- 
lice.  All  I  can  do  in  this  cafe  is  to 
ibfien  the  touches,  when  1  (hall  have 
occa£on  to ipeak  of  her  hereafter.  To 
this  day  my  revenee  has  been  very  fa- 
vourabie  ^  but  if  me  fliould  know  me 
^n,  it  will  be  her  imei:eft  to  keep 
bar  own  feciet.  My  little  experience 
did  not  prevent  my  diloeming  the  un- 
eafinefs  my  arrival  at  the  caHle  created 
in  her.  When  every  one  eHJt:  took  a 
Ittuag  to  me,.fbe  was  in  a^diiferent  way 
of  thinking,  and  by  her  haughty  >be- 
^snrionr  .ifimiuilhcd  the  good  (^ifiion 


others  had  of  me  1  I  was  very  fenfible  of 
her  coldnefsf  or  rather  her  envy,  in  my 
regard.  It  gave  me  (bme  concern.  The 
chevalier  her  brother  was  in  the  other 
extreme :  from  the  firlt  moment  he  be- 
gan to  fancy  me.  I  was  convinced  of 
it  bv  his  behaviour  and  his  difcourfe : 
he  looked  upon  me  as  an  agreeable 
amufement  for  the  time  he  was  to  ftay 
at  the  caillc.  My  innocent  and  unaf^ 
fe^icd  carriage  fecmed  to  promifc  him 
^n  eafy  conqueil.  In  a  wor<{,  he  was 
exaAly  what  the  marquis  had  dcfcribed| 
tall  and  well  (hapcd  j  his  behaviour, 
in  appearance  obliging,  but  in  reality 
far  from  it)  very  pailionatej  and,  like 
his  lifter,  exceflively  haughty.  Where 
he  endeavoured  to  plcalc,  he  would  art- 
fully difguife  theic  ill  qualities;  but  if 
the  fuccefs  did  not  aniwer,  he  was  fure 
to  employ  artifice  and  f<  rce.  I  had  leiw 
fure  enough  to  ftucly  both  their  charac- 
ters; and  ihe  ul'age  I  met  with  from 
their  hands  taught  me,  by  fatal  experi- 
ence, never  to  form  an  opinion  of^any 
one  from  the  firft  imprelfion,  nor  con- 
tra^ a  friendfliip,  unlei's  with  thofe 
whom,  by  a  moral  certainty,  I  knew  to 
be  of  a  character  very  oppofite  to  theirs. 
The  marquis  had  the  dexterity,  the 
day  before  he  left  the  calile,  to  contrive 
an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  with  me, 
whillt  I  was  in  the  counteis's  room  at 
my  work,  and  a  great  deal  of  company 
prefent,  who  dined  at  the  calHe.  He 
propofed  Pharaoh  to  her  ladyfhip,  and 
under  pretence  of  net  under  ftandmg  the 
game,  prevailed  upon  her,  with  very  lit- 
tle difRculty,  to  hold  the  bank  for  him. 
The  company  immediately  engsged,  and 
through  their  eagernefs  at  play,  Made- 
moifelie  De  Pare,  the  marquis,  and  my- 
felf, were  foon  left  alone.  He  offered  her 
a  louis-d'or  to  venture  with,  in  which 
(he  (hould  go  halves  if  (lie  had  good 
luck.  This  was  a  temptation  not  to  be 
reHfted.  Her  back  was  no  fooner  turn- 
ed, but  addrelTmg  himfclf  to  me,  *  How 
«  happy  am  I,  my  deareftjenny,"  faiJ  the 
marquis,  *  in  this  opportunity  of  talking 

*  with  you  !  I  have  long  fought  for  it ; 

*  what  would,  I  give  to  enjoy  it  every 

*  day !  I  am  going,  my  lovely  creature  j 
'  I  cannot  (lay  any  longer  without  dif- 

*  covering  what  it  is  that  fixes  me  here. 
<  May  1  not  enquire,  before  I  go,  what 

*  place  I  have  in  your  affc6lion  ?  Speak, 
'  my  angel!  don't  refufe  me  this  fatis- 

*  fa^ion  5  life's  a  burden  to  me  without, 
«  at  IcaA,  the  hopes  of  gaining  your  af- 

C  '       •  tcftions* 
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*  feflions.  Confider  it  is  very  uncertain 

*  when  I  (hall  be  able  to  fee  you  again  j 

*  and  yet  that  is  the  only  comfort  left 
'  me,  in  the  fituarion  in  which  my  paf- 

*  fion  for  you  has  placed  me.'  He  ut- 
tered this  with  fo  much  tendcmefs,  that 
I  could  not  forbear  looking  at  himi 
fetching  a  deep  figh  at  the  ikme  time. 

*  What  means  that  figh,  my  charmer?* 
cried  he,  in  the  mod  atte^ionatt  manner. 
'  Am  I  To  h3ppy,,fmcere  as  1  am,  to 

*  move  your  compaffion  ?*— *  Ab,  my 

<  lord,'   replied  f ,  *  leave  me,  I  beg : 

*  whenever  you  are  near,  or  fpeak  to 

*  me,  I  ara  not  myfelf.     What  do  you 

*  aim  at  i  Why  do  you  purfue  a  yonng 

*  ci^eature  of  my  low  condition?  I  know 

*  very  well  my  dilUnce;  yet  I  am  not 

*  afraid  to  fay,  that  as  great  as  you  are, 

*  if  vour  deftgns  are  dishonourable,  they 

*  fliall  never  fuccced/— •  God  forbid  !' 
cried  he,  <  that  I  fliould  have  fuch  a 

<  thought.  All  I  defire  is  to  love  you, 
'  and  obtain  your  favour.'— -<  Alas  !  to 

*  what  purpofe  ?'  anl'wefed  I.     *  Why 

*  does  eveiy  gentleman  fay  the  fame  f 

*  Is  it  the  fafliion  at  Paris  ?  In  all  my 

*  life  I  never  heard  lb  much  of  love  as 
'  within  thefe  eight  days  1  have  been 

*  here.'—*  HowT  cried  the  marquis, 
quite  amazed,  *  this  is  the  firft  time  I 

*  could  ever  have  an  opportunity   of 

*  making  my  addieiSes  to  you.'—'  As 

*  if  you  were  the  only  one  I'  anfwer- 
.-ed  I,  very  innocently.    •  Ail  the  other 

*  gentlemen  are  continu<illy  upbn  the 

*  fame  llrain;    but  in  particular  the 

*  countefs's  fon  never  I'ufters  me  to  have 

*  a  moment's  quiet.'— <  Heavens!'  lays 
the  marquis,    interrupting' me,  *  fure 

*  he  it  not  in  love  with  you  ?'— *  I  can't 
'  tell  what  it  is  to  be  in  love,'  replied 
I ;  *  but  if  every  one  is  in  love  that 
'  iUys  fo,  be  ceitainly  is.'— •  And  what 

*  anfwer  dd  you  make  him  V  criwi  the 
marquis,  with  great  eatfieftnefs.   *  Real  - 

<  ly  I  take  fo  little  notice  of  what  he 

*  fays,'  anfwcTid  I,  *  that  I  can  give 

*  no  account.     But  this  I  know  vei-y 

*  well,  I  Qionld  not  be  ibriy  if  he  con- 

*  ccrneii  him  (elf  no  more  with  me  than 

*  his  fiftcr  does.' — *  May  I  depend  upon 

*  this,  my  dear  Jenny?'  faid  the  mar- 
quis, a  little  recovered.      *  Don't  you 

*  find  a  pleafure  in  hearing  him  ?'— 

*  Ah,  not  in  the  lealtr  anfwered  I, 
vciy  fimply  j  •  fo  far  from  it,  that  one 

<  word  of  yours  makes  a  much  greater 
(  imprdSion  on  me  than  a  hundred  of 

<  bis.'— ^  How  ihe  charms  me !'  cried 


the  marquis.    <IIe«r  happy  iboCiM   I 

*  be  if  I  were  convinced  of  what  (he 

*  fays  with  fomuch  finccrityt  I  would 
'  not  change  my  conditioa  with  any 

*  thing  the  whole  world  alfbrda.    Re* 

*  peat  it  once  more,  toy  lovely  dcu*  s 

*  you  reAore  me  to  life  j  my  whole  hap- 

*  pinefs  depends  on  that  adcnoiwledp- 

<  mcnt.'—<  Heavens!  what  have  I  faid  r 
replied  I,  aAoniihed  to  fee  him  thus 
tranfponed.    <Wfaat  is  it  that  pleaiea 

*  you  fo  much  >  Perhaps  I  may  have 

*  done  amifs  without  knowing  it^-^ 
*■  No,  no»*  faid  he,  intsmipting  me  haft- 
ilys  <  never  think  of  a&ing  otherwise. 

*  If  your  heart  has  explained  itfdf, 

*  don't  contradift  xt$  it  dull  never  re- 

*  pent  it's  condefceniions  in  my  behalf.* 
— *  My  heart  has  faid  nothing  I*  anfwer- 
ed  I,  interrupting  in  my  turn  verv  brilk* 
ly.  *  If  I  hare  let  drop  any  words  with- 

*  out  knowing  their  meaning,  you  ought 

*  not  to  take  any  advantage  from  whence.* 
— *  What,  ai|i  1  to  go  away,  then  ?'  re- 
plie^  the  marcpM,  overwhelmed  with 
vexation  and  regrn.    *  Your  heart  fays 

*  nothing  t   To  another  it  may  pofiibly 

*  fpeak.    Farewel  life,  fince  I  have  in- 

*  cuned  your  hatred.'  Thefe  laft  words 
were  fpoke  in  fo  moving  an  accent,  that 
they  affefted  me  very  much «  I  looked  at 
him,  and  the  extreme  forrow  I  faw  ii\ 
his  countenance,  made  me  heartilv  re- 
pent I  had  been  the  occafion  of  it. '  Good 

*  God !'  I  cried  with  great  anxiety ; 

*  what  a  misfortune  is  it  not  to  know 
'  how  to  exprefs  one's  felf !  that's  the 

*  reafon  I  am  thought  to  fiiy  one  thing 

*  when  I  mean  another.    Why  (Bould 

*  you  affljA  yourfelf  in  this  manner  ? 

*  It  was  far  from  my  intention.    Be- 

<  fides  it  is  wrong  in  you^  to  give  any 
'  beeti  to  a  perfon  who  has  not  wit 

*  enough  to  anfwer  you :  have  but  pa- 

<  tience  till  I  have  learned  fome  from  my 

<  godmother,  and  then  I'll  fay  nothing 
'  that  will  give  offence.'  He  could  not 
forbear  fmilingat  my  ingenuity.  <  There 

<  it  is  again  V  cried  I.  *  This  moment 
'  you  were  ready  to  cry ;  and  now  I  have 
'  made  fome  blunder  you  aie  laughing 

*  at  me.     Very  well  t  it's  high  time  for 

*  me  to  hold  my  tongue.*  I  fpoke  this 
with  fome  warmth;  and  fell  to  my  work, 
without  taking  the  leaft  notice  of  a 
thouland  pafiionate  and  tender  expref- 
fions  he  employed  to  pacify  me. 

At  lafk,  wearied  out  with  my  obfH« 
nacy,  the  marquis  remained  filent :  ima- 
ginmg  he  was  gone,  I  looked  op  hafHIy 

to 
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*  flitter  mjMU  I  Aall  then  And  I  am 
'  not  altogethar  difiiertcablc  to  you.* 
He  was  going;  on,  when  my  govemcfs 
came  to  ui  with  joy  in  her  countenances 
ihe  bail  won  four  louis  d*orty  and  was 
bringing  the  marquis  bis  fliare.  *  Pray, 

*  Madam,*  fays  be»  *  keep  them  your- 

<  felf  {  they  may  be  lucky  to  you  ano* 
«  ther  time.     When  I  return  to  Vcr- 

<  faiMcs,  I  intend  to  play  for  you  there, 

*  and  iee  whether  the  fame  fortune  at- 

<  tends  you  in  deep  play.  The  only 
'  return  I  defire  is,  that  yon  would  be 

*  careful  of  this  child  $  you  may  pofiibly 

*  find  your  account  in  it  hereafter.* 
This  was  taking  her  on  the  weak  iid«« 
efpecially  as  (he  knew  the  marquises  ge- 
neroftty  and  exaAnefs  in  keeping  his 
word.    '  You  need  fav  no  more,  my 

<  lord/  (be  replied;  *  let  me  alone:  I 
'  will  take  the  fame  care  of  her  as  if  (he 

*  were  my  own  daughter.  I  am  not  to 
'  learn  that  our  young  chevalier  is  veiy 

*  fweet  upon  her;  but  I  (hall  watch  him 
'  fo  narrowly,  Uiat  he  will  not  find  an 
'  opportunity  of  f})caking  to  her  but 

<  when  I  am  by.  He  and  fare  no  ftran- 

*  gers  one  to  another  ^  and  I  am  apt  to 

*  think  he  will  not  venture  to  take  any 

*  liberties  there.'  Tlie  company  left 
off  play  ju(t  as  (he  bad  done  fpeaking. 
The  bank,  it  feems,  was  broke,  and  the 
countcfs  came  to  acquaint  the  marquis 
with  his  lols  ;  but  he  feemed  very  eafy 
as  to  that  particular.  Prefently  a  walk 
was  agiveci  on,  fo  th^t  I  was  left  alone 
withlVladenio^rclie  De  Pare,  and  loon 
found  the  eiTefls  of  the  marquis's  civi< 
lilies,  (for  fo  (he  ttiled  the  money  and 
promii'es  (he  had  receive^l  from  him  ;) 
and,  indeed,  ever  after,  (he  ufed  mc  with 
the  greatclt  tendemefs  imaginable. 

-  Tiie  Chevalier  D'Eibieux,  freed  from 
the  trouble  of  doing  the  honours  of  the 
boufe,  applied  himlelf  very  clofely  to 
me:  every  moment  he  was  urging  bis 
p3(fion,  and  I  was  as  backward  in  tak- 
ing any  notice  of  it.  How  widely  dif- 
ferent his  manner  of  expreifing  himfelf 
from  that  of  the  marquis,  when  com- 
pared together  1  The  one,  though  po- 
lite, yet  haughty,  and  breathing  an  air 
ci  luperiority  j  the  otlier,  on  the  con- 
trary, complaifant,  genteel,  and  accom- 
panied witli  a  dcfcicnre,  as  if  addrelTcd 
by  an  inferior  :  this  certainly  was  very 
taking)  and,  fimple  as  I  was,  the  d\{* 
fertnce  was  very  remaikable. 

The  counteis  foon  perceived  her  Ton*! 

iDQlination  for  me,  and  repiijm,anded  hiii^ 

C  7,  ^Lccoid- 


liftewlatwit  beeorae  of  him,  bat  was 
lOHck  oot  of  ooontenmce  to  find  him 
looking  hdiddy  on  ne.  •  Yon  cer- 
« fudyddigp  my  death/  find  he,  <(ince 

*  jn  will  not  vouchiafe  me  a  word>  nor 
'  (b  ffloch  as  a  kmk.     What  have  I 

*  done  to  dclerve  Inch  nfage?  1  go, 
'  tka,  with  a  heavy  heart :  cnid  crea- 
'  twe,  ferewd for  ever!*  This  mo?ed 
■e:  I  wasoblieed,  methon|ht,  tojuftify 
oyielf  fnm  Mi  an  imputation.  Of  how 
pot  force  is  pmudice  in  the  conduct 
«f  ev  lives  t  <  No,  my  lord,*  anfwered 
I  widi  fime  warmth,  *  my  behavionr  de- 
'  finrcs  no  fiich  in^ous  names.  I  am 
'  aot,  nor  ever  was,  cnirl  to  any  thing ; 
'  So  (ar  from  it,  I  cannot  fee  a  lamb 
'  killed  withont  ciying.  I  never  could 
'  hut  the  leaft  thmg ;  even  when  my 

*  bnxhcr  and  fifter  have  fallen  upon  me, 
'  I  woold  not  (b  much  as  defend  my<> 

*  ftlf  for  fear  of  hurting  than.  Judge, 
'  dKa,if  I  deftrve  to  be  caUed  cmel.* 
&dl  gooeon,  the maiqnit  would  have 
gncB  ne  the  hearing.  So  well  was  he 

tfed  with  my  ingenuoos  iimplicity  i 
lote  placed  ^^  thing  in  a  favour- 
lUe  light.  <  I  a(k  yoor  pardon,  my 
'  dcareft  Jenny,*  faid  the  marquis,  <  if  I 
kaic  offended  yoot  the  word  crufi 
^  not  mean  iU-MsUuredi  however, 
kad  you  pexfifted  in  not  makine  me 
lay  anfwer,  you  certamly  would  have 
raved  to  be  called  (o.  But  now 
yso  have  reilored  me  tu  life,  and  I 
will  sever  ufe  that  word  again.  There 
it  no  time  to  be  loft  $  the  company 
■ay,  perhaps,  give  over  rlay  very 
ra,  and  1  fliould  never  have  for- 
gncn  myfdf  if  I  had  omitted  to  fettle 
OM  point  before  I  go.  I  defign  to 
^  Dubois  [his  i«let  de  chambre] 
twice  a  week  under  a  pretimded  com- 
plime&t  to  the  counteis,  that  I  may 
near  from  yo«.  At  another  oppor- 
^ty  I  will  acquaint  you  what  me- 
^  i  have  nied  to  prevent  her  taking 
»y  ambrage  at  it.  Dubois  will  find 
■caes  to  fpeak  to  you,  and  bring  me 
yeor  anfwers,  which  in  (bme  meafure 
>ny  alleviate  what  I  muft  fuflfer  from 
ywtbfence.  Befides,  I  ihall  take  all 
op^ottDitities  poliible  to  wait  on  you, 
fo  es  not  to  be  obierved.  At.  prcfent 
I  (hall  not  prefs  to  know  what  place  I 
^  in  your  affeftions,  fincc  you  i'ecm 
«)  be  fo  avcrie  to  the  giving  me  that 
&t»fiiak>n}  however,  I  (hall  be  able 
I  to  fiona  fame  judgment  of  it,  by  your 
!  miKftoeis  .to  kam  to  write  i  and,  I 
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accordingly ;  but  this,  fai'  from  having 
the  defired  efiibdl,  only  increafed  his 
paflion.  It  is  true,  he  became  more 
circumfpe^  in  bis  behaviour,  but  in  a 
fliort  time  I  found,  by  woeful  experi- 
ence, what  terrible  efFcfts  may  be  ex- 
pelled from  reftraint,  where  the  heart 
IS  not  guided  by  a  principle  of  virtue. 

As  for  Mademoifclle,  his  fifter,  I 
tried  all  methods  to  render  myfelf  ac- 
ceptable to  her;  (he  condefcended  to 
bear  with  me,  but  after  a  manner  in- 
fupportably  haughty.  Whether  the  rc- 
fpe£l:ful  behaviour  of  the  marquis  had 
given  me  a  wrong  turn,  or  that  natu  - 
rally  I  was.not  difpofed  to  fubmit,  I 
found  an  infinite  difRculty  in  doing  it 
to  her.  I  often  bewailed  myfelf;  to 
which,  perhaps,  the  abfenceof  themar- 
jquis  did  not  a  little  contribute,  v^hofe 
amiable  behaviour  was  fet  off  by  every 
vexation  I  underwent.  What  a  friend 
is  fotitude  to  love !  I  f6oM  became  ac- 
jquainted  with  it ;  now  no  longer  that 
ignorant  girl  who  aflced  what  it  was. 
It's  revenge  was  fevere,  making  me 
feel  the  full  extent  of  it's  power  and 
violence.  I  fell  away,  loft  my  com- 
plexion and  itrcngth,  ^ty  reft  hereto- 
fore was  undifturbed,  but  now  I  letdom 
enjoyed  fo  greata  bleiling.  I  confidei-cd 
the  circumftances  of  my  prefeut  fitua* 
tionj  I  was  willing  to  hide  their  fource 
from  myftlfj  and  initead  of  blaming  the 
impetuofityof  my  affcftions,  I  attribut- 
ed  what  I  fuffcred  to  my  abfcnce  from 
my  mother.  But  I  was  very  foon  con- 
vinced of  my  error. 

The  countefs  jiulged  as  ill  in  the  af- 
fair as  mylelf,  imagining  the  fight  of 
my  parents  would  be  of  fervicc  to  me, 
in  the  condition  to  which  fhe  faw  me 
reduced.  They  were  lent  for,  and  in- 
deed afforded  me  fome  relief;  bat  I  re- 
ceived much  more  from  the  anival  of 
Dubois.  He  ga%'e  me  an  accou  .t  of 
his  marter,  and  how  much  he  was  con- 
cerned at  my  abt'ence.  There  was  no 
occafion  for  explaming  my  fentiments 
to  him;  my  countenance dilicovtred  more 
than  my  words  could  exprefs. 

From  the  time  that  the  marquis  left 
thecaite,  I  had  applied  rpyielf to  learn 
to  write;  a  valet  de  chambre  belong- 
ing to  the  chevalier,  who  wrote  a  fine 
hand,  toolc  a  great  pUafure  in  teaching 
me.  I  had  jntt  begin  to  join  the  letters; 
and,  to  give  the  marquis  a  proof  of  my 
attention  to  his  rcquelts,  I  tookachild- 
iih  picafure  in  fcrawling  over  a  whole 


page.  Tht8»  v^ith  great  charge,*  (gste 
Dubois.  He  enquired  very  eameftly 
whether  or  no  the  cbevalter  mnde  lit¥e 
to  me  or  not.  I  /uppoie  it  was  part  of 
his  inftruftions*  1*he  anfwer  I  made 
was,  that  at  firft  he  did,  but  his  mother 
being  apptized  of  it,  had  taken  fuch  me- 
thods, that  now  he  durlt  not  fo  much 
as  open  his  mouth  to  me  on  that  fubfe€^. 
The  day  after  Dubois's  return  to  the 
marquis  happened  to  be  Sunday.  L 
had  made  a  friendfhip  with  my  gover- 
nefs's  niece.  Catharine,  iot  that  w«s 
her  name,  befides  an  excellent  temper, 
was  millrefs  of  a  great  deal  of  wit,  and 
that  improved  by  a  genteel  eduoition. 
I  have  certainly  great  obligations  to  her, 
as  (he  was  the  ffrft  that  l^an  to  poli(h 
the  coafft  breedmg  I  had  contraaed  at  - 
home.  Her  age  as  well  as  experience 
was  fuperior  to  mine,  but  that  did  not 
hinder  us  from  being  infeparable  com- 
panions. In  the  afternoon^  when  chooch 
was  cone,  her  aunt  walked  with  us  in- 
to a  neighbouring  wood,  where  an  open- 
ing was  cut  for  the  conveniency  of 
hunting.  Mademoifelle  De  Pare  had  a 
book  m  her  hand,  which  gave  ua  an 
opportlinity  of  retiring  to  alittlediftanoe. 
Our  converfatioo  accidentally  turning 
upon  thecountefs,  flie  inform^  me  that 
the  count  and  (he  h;id  been  for  fame 
years  upon  very  indilferent  terms  ;  that 
it  was  not  m.uch  obierved  in  the  world, 
though  they  veiy  ieidora  met,  he  gene-  » 
rahy  coming  down  into  the  country  ■ 
when  (lie  returned  to  Paris,  the  only  one 
point  tiiey  agreed  in.  *  Good  God  1* 
cried  I ;  <  is  it  polfibie  for  married  peo- 

*  pic  to  live  ar  a  diftance   from  each   ' 

*  otiicr?    We  never  hear  of  any  fochi 

*  thing  in  our  village  !  What  cart  be  the 

*  cauic  oi it ?'— *  Love  on  onefidc,  ami 

*  jcaloufy  en  the  other,'  anfwetTd  Ca-    • 
tharine.     ''  The  hu{b  ind  d:iliices  his  la- 

*  dy's  admirers ;   and   the .  lady  can^c 

*  prevail  upon  herfelf  lo  difcard  <hem.*    • 
— *  What!'  fays  I,  interrupting   hcr» 

*  do  j5eoplc  think  of  galiahtry  after  they 

*  are  married?'—*  Yes,  my  dear  Jen- 
'  ny,'  replied  (he.   *  It  is  certainly  very 

*  wrong;   and  yet  nothing  is  more  fire*    • 

*  quent  at  Paris:  there  intereft,  not  af-> 

*  ie^i^ion,  commonly  makes  the  match  | 

*  wretched  cuitom  taking  place  of  rea- 

*  fon.  The  geniU-man  has, his  miftrt(res, 

<  the  lady  her  intrigues,  live  in  the  fame 

<  houfe,  and  feldcm  fee  the  face  of  each 
'  other.      It   is  true,  there  are  fotne 

*  huibands  not  fo  tradable,  that  expert 

f  their 
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*  tkdr  "vfivM  ibould  kxtf  uf  to  ibeir 

*  duty  though  tiiey  don*t  tl^nk  fit  to 

*  bew  them  the  example.  If  the  wife 
'  haf)peos  to  be  headftipngy   and  will 

*  noccomplvy  they  come  to  expoftula- 
'  tkws,  and  Co  part.  Others,  like  the 
'  count  and  his  l^y»  compromife  the 
'  uaate^  and  each  lives  as  their  fancy 
'  directs }  ci>aiequeiitly    they   undergo 

*  kis  uneafinefsy  as  they  are  under  lei's 
'  reftiaint :  it  has  even  happened,  fome- 
'  times,  that  their  compiaifant  indiffe- 
'  icoce  for  each  other  has  brought  about 
'  a  finccie  reconciliation  j  this,  it  is  true, 
'  is  rare,  but  examples  are  not  wanting 
'  to  confirm  what  1  have  faid.     At  for 

*  the  count,  and  the  countefs  your  god- 

*  mother,  I  don^t  expeA  they  will  ever 
'  be  of  that  number.  The  countefs  is  a 
'  woman  of  character,  and  has  always 
'  psfied  for  fuch  in  the  world  i  but  ihe 
'  aAe^  the  air  of  a  coquette,  loves  to, 
'  be  thought  amiable,  and  more  to  be 
'  told  (6.  For  thefe  laft  three  months 
'  ihe  has  been,  to  her  infupportable 
'  mortification,  without  an  admirer: 
'  it  is  but  fince  the  arrival  of  the  mar- 

*  quis  of  L.  F.  at  the  cailie,  that  (he 
'  bas  put  on  this  air  of  fprightlinefs  and 
'  good-humour  you  fee  her  in  ^  before 

*  he  made  his  coort  ihe  was  ready  to 
'  die  of  melancholy.  For  fonie  days 
'  be  bas  been  very  ailiduous,  and  feems 

*  derplj'  in  love.'  Thcle  lad  words 
«eac  (o  my  heart,  and  caufcd  fuch  an 
emotion  in  my  fpirits,  that  1  fainted 
away  on  the  grafs  where  we  I'at.  Ca- 
tharine lifted  me  up,  and  with  fome 
di&culty  brought  me  to  myfclf :  ihe  did 
not  in  the  leatt  fufpe^  the  real  caufe  of 
my  iilnefs,  it  being  prefently  actiibui- 
td  to  the  indiiterent  health  1  h»d  en- 
joyed for  fome  days  paft ;  they  led  me 
back  to  the  caille,  and  put  me  imme- 
nxdiateiy  to  bed.  Catharine  left  me, 
in  order,  (be  faid,  that  I  might  compoi'e 
nsyieif,  afltiring  me  that  an  hour  or  two, 
if  I  could  ileep,  would  fet  me  to  rights: 
I  pretended  to  be  of  the  fame  opinion  j 
Aie  had  no  fooner  ihut  the  door,  but  I 
gave  a  loofe  to  my  melancholy  reflcc- 

tlOOf. 

'  Ah,  wretched  creature!"  cried  I, 
buriiing  into  tears,  <  where  is  that 
'  tranquillity  of  mind  I  once  poiTtHcd  ! 
'  What  has  thus  reduced  roe  of  late 

*  to  this  forlorn  condiiion  ?  Why  thus 

*  ahered  fince  the  marquis's  abfence  ? 
'  What  is  it  to  me  if  he  courts  thecoun- 

*  cefi?  Why  am  I4>  deeply  concerned 


'  ia  the  afTair?  What  mcnns  this  .tfflrc- 
'  tion  his   abilncc   brings  upon   mef 

*  Why  ihoold  I,  at  ihelc  years,  loathe 

*  what  was  once  fo  agrt cable?  Ah  I  it 
'  is  but  too  evident.     Baiharoos  man^ 

*  how  coultl  you  fay  you  loved  me? 
'  why  (hould  you  thus  deceive  me?  Did 
'  I  compel  yuu  to  profefs  a  paifion  yoa 
'  are  entirely  void  of  ^  Why  ihouid  you 

*  t^ke  any  advantage  of  my  too  great 
'  credulity  ?  Heavens !  what  brought 
'  me  hither?  what  will  become  of  me? 

*  Ah,  Charlotte,  Charlotte!  I  feel  tod 

*  plainly  what  you  muil  have  endured 

*  when  abandoned  by  one  you  loved  fo 

*  well.  1  but  judge  of  yoa  by  myrdf.' 
Her  whole  adventure  prefented  itlclf  ro 
my  dillurbcd  imagination  J  till,  wearied 
out  with  tears  and  vexation,  I  fell  intio 
a  profound  fleep,  which  much  rcfrcrticd 
my  exhaulted  ipirits,  and  1  awaked  with 
fome  compofure  of  mind. 

I  was  going  out  of  my  chamber,  but 
was  prevented  by  the  chevalier.    *  I  am 

*  told,'  fays  he,  *  you  have  been  out 

*  oi  oruet  whiliJ  you  were  taking  the 
'  air;  and  yet  I  think  you  look  pretty 
<  well.'—*  Likely  enough,'  aniWered  I, 
'  but  it  mutt  be  owing  to  Hcep,  for  I  am 

*  not  perfect  ly  recover  c  d .  *— *  lam  forry 
«  for  that,'  replied  he  j  *  fomething  muik 

*  be  done:  I'll  engage  to  cure  you,  if 
'  you  will  let  nit-  bo  your  phyfitian;  I 
'  can  do  more  than  all  the  do6\ors  put 

*  together/ — *  Lord,  Sir  T  anfwered  1, 
my  rercr.nncnt  againit  the  marquis  net 
being  entirely  out  of  my  bead  j  »  let  me 

*  alone  1  1  dc:eft  the  whole  ilx  of  men.' 
— *  That  is  only,'  anrwered  the  cheva- 
lier, *  an  tft'c^  of  the  ipKen;  they  ane 

*  not  fo  contemptible  ueiihcTj   at  Icaft, 

*  thole  of  a  certain  turn.'  This  was 
ijiokc  with  fuch  an  air  oF  complacency 
in  l]is  own  dear  Telf,  as  pl.iinly  intimated 
he  I  bought  he  was  one  of  the  number. 

*  Nu,   i.o,   my  dcarett,'  continued   he, 

*  you  will  not  always  be  fo  hard-heart- 

*  ed.'  Saying  this,  hcolicred  to  catch 
me  in  his  ain.s  j  but  I  difengaged  my- 
illf  from  liim,  citing  out  tor  help. 
This  bi ought  my  governefs  j  who 
iciztd  him  v.s  he  was  pi'iiuing  me,  and 
after  upbraiding  him  with  the  little  re- 
fpecl  he  p:-id  to  his  mother's  commands, 
and  afiuringhim  that  ftic  at  lead  iliould 
infilt  upon  a  dilfcrent  behaviour,  Ihut 
him  out  with  great  iury  and  indignation 
in  his  eyes. 

*  What  would  this  fool  beat  here?* 
fays  0ie  to  me  when  wc  were  alone.    <  I 

•  don't 
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*  don^  know/  replied  1$  <  he  endea- 
^  Yowed  to  take  me  in  hi$  arms/*— 

*  Yon  were  in  the  right/  faid  (he,  *  to 

*  call  out  i  jow  heard  how  I  handled 

*  1iifl»i  he  will  not  come  this  way  again 

*  in  bafte.— He  is  very  boifterous,*  con- 
timied  (be,  <  and  we  fliall  have  no  lofs 

*  of  him  when  he  is  gone  ^  it  will  not  * 
*■  be  long  firft,  as  the  countefs  informs 

*  me.    It  Is  rcaUy  a  pity  he  ihould  be- 

*  have  in  this  manner  ^  he  does  not  want 

*  fb»ie^  if  he  would  but  govern  hiroielf  f 
*■  be  has  an  obliging  air,  which  impofes 

*  on  thoft  who  are  not  thoroughly  ac- 
'  auainted  with  him.     As  for  my  part, 

*  I  never  liked  a  cloudy  caft  in  his  eyes, 
^  which  makes  one  think  he  is  always 

*  contriving  fome  mifchief  or  another/ 
After  this  difcourfe  we  went  to  the 

€Mmte&*s  apartment,  Kule  thinking  to 
iod  the  marquis  there.  This  furprize 
sRcrealed  my  reftntment,  and  made  him 
appear  more  criminal.  I  was  very  near 
ftaiting  at  the  fight  of  him,  but  (iKime 
and  anger  made  n>c  iiand  my  ground. 

He  po  fooner  faw  me,  but  coming  up 
wkb  great  alacrity,  *  How  do  you  do> 

*  my  charming  Jenny  ?— Good  Godr 
cried  be,  feeing  me  nearer,  *  how  (he  is 

*  altei^d !— What  can  be  the  meaning 
'  of  thi  t,  m  y  dear  ?  What  has  befallen  you 
'  ftnce  I  was  here  r  In  faying  this,  he 
took  holc^of  my  hand }  but  I  fnatcheU  it 
away  a^in  with  indignation.     *  She  is 

*  very  fcveriAi  t*  continued  he,  with  an 
air  a  furprize  at  what  I  had  dune, 
though  he  feemed  to  (lifle  it.  <  Ma- 
'  dam/  laid  he,  turning  tu  the  countefs, 

*  depend  upon  it  the  child  is  ill,  Ihe 

*  muft  be  taken  care  of.' — *  It  will  go 
'  off,*  replied  her  lady(hip»  *  it  is  only  a 

*  little  melanclvjiy }  I  have  fent  for  her 
«  mother  to  divert  it.— Cor^s  hither, 

*  Jenny,  let  toc  feel  your  pulfc— You 

*  are  in  the  right ;  ihe  is  in  a  il-ver.— < 

*  Send  for  the  do^lor,'  continved  the 
countefs,  fpeaking  to  my  govirneis,  •  and 

*  put  her  to  bed,  and  let  iomebody  watch 

*  vritb  her.'  The  marquis's  eyes  were 
sever  off  me,  endeavouring  to  difcover 
the  caufc  of  mv  vexation,  which  1  had 
much  ado  to  keep  to  myfelf;  but  I 
'prevented  him,  by  making  a  curtfey  and 
retiring.  I  w2i  no  fooner  in  my  cham- 
ber, than  I  went  to  bed  with  many  a  me- 
lancholy reflc£lion,  the  confecjuence  of 
wtiich  was  lb  viole»t  a  levoiution,  t]iat 
in  two  hours  the  fever  was  augmented; 
^  il^creaied  fo  fait  afterwards,  that  by 


dar-break  it  ndotiblcd,  add  I  grew 
light-headed. 

The  extramtty  to  which  I  was  le- 
duced,  rendered  me  incapable  of  knowr- 
ine  what  had  paflfedf  lb  that  I  am  be* 
hmden  to  Catharine,  who  nc^r  left  my 
bed -fide,  for  that  part  of  ray  hiftoiy. 
The  counteis  was  immediately  informed 
of  the  danger  I  was  in  $  (be  was  rooch 
concerned,  and  ordered  all  poflible  care 
to  be  taken  of  me.  Like  many  otberv 
flie  dreaded  the  fick  i  even  her  own  chil- 
flren  in  that  condition  muft  not  bavc  tn* 
peAed  to  fee  her:  D»y,iince  that,Ibatenict 
with  perfons  whofe  apprehenfipns  were 
carried  to  th:it  pitch  of  eartravagance, 
as  not  to  converfe  with  fuch  as  vifited 
tlie  lick.  It  happened,  lu<;kily  for  the 
marouis,  that  my  godmoth<^r  was  not  of 
this  laft  number.  The  moment  he  heard 
how  ill  I  was,  he  flew  to  my  chamber ^ 
limck  vrith  the  utmoll  conftemation  to 
fee  me  in  ii)  much  danger,  he  could  not 
avoid  d i I'covering  hi »  pa (fion .  Happily 
nobody  was  pre&nt  but  my  governew 
and  her  niece.  They  foon  perceived  the 
occafion  of  his  grief)  his  pafTionate  ex- 
clamations convinced  them  that  love  was 
the  fourcc  from  whence  they  took  their 
tiCe,  He  won  their  hearts  by  his  gene* 
rofity,  not  to  fay  prodigality.     *  It  ia 

*  in  vain/  laid  he,  *  ior  me  to  bide  any 

*  longer  fromi  you  tlie  caule  of  my  grief  ; 

*  my  life  depends  upon  this  child's  re- 

*  Govery.*  Saying  tlus  he  drew  out 
his  purfe,  and  gave  it  to  Mademoilalle 
De  Pare.     *  There  are/  continued  lie^ 

*  a  hundred  louis-d'oFS,  I  beg  your  ac-- 

<  ceptancc  of  them;  not  that  I  therebjv 

<  limit  my  acknowledgii>ent8,  if  you  caa 
«  fave  her  lif:^.— And  as  for  you,'  faya 
he,  turning  to  Catharine,  <  accept  ol  this- 

<  diamond  as  a  reward  for  your  coo- 

*  cern :  I  am  convinced  you  love  inf  - 

*  Jev>ny,  and  that  is  enough  to  makJe 

*  you  dear  to  me.  I  have  a  particular 
(  virw  in  regard  to  this  lovely  youns 
«  ere  tture,  whom  I  adore,  from  wlio& 

*  lift  ray  own  is  inftparablc.— -Ye  hea- 
«  v'jns,  who  know  the  purity  of  my  in- 

*  tentions,  rt-ftore  htr  to  me  I— Ah  I 
«  Jenny,  Jenny  '/  continued  he,  burft- 
ing  into  tears  '  you  hear  me  not ;  alas  t 

*  could  I  hut  fave  your  life,  though  at 

*  she  expence  of  my  own  1     Look  Qp^ 

<  my  angel,  fee  the  deploiable  condi- 

<  tion  your  poor  lover  is  reduced  tol— «» 

*  Good  God !  whence  comes  this  ill* 
(  Befs{  I  left  her  in  perfea  health. 

*  Qcaveaa.^ 
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*  Baveat!  hem  Ac  bnnttl  Her  eyes 

*  ac  wide  open»  and  yet  the  does  not 

*  fee  ner  A  tonrent  of  tears,  which 
loilimcd,  Icarce  fnffiered  hia  to  fpeak 
to  bis  vilct  de  cfaambre,  who  came  to 
receive  his  orders.  *  Take  uoft/  faid  he ; 

*  ftach    faidier  iimnediateiy  Monfieur 

*  W  Lordy  what  an  unfortunate 

*  wntchamir  HssexcUmationsweie 
lb  moving',  that  my  governefs  and  her 
aieoe  cottld  not  refram  mingling  their 
tears  with  his.  lu  the  interim,  the 
connteft  lest  to  delire  bis  company  be- 
low ftain.  Madeoioiftile  De  Pare  pre- 
«^1ed  QpOD  hifls  io  dilguife  his  grief, 
and  adviled  him  to  leave  the  caftle  next 
<iay,  to  prevqit  any  difcovery.  '  If  yon 

*  Hay/  lays  Ihe,  •  vou  will  not  be  able 

*  to  CQQtasn  yourfeif.     The  countefs  is 

*  onick  of  appiebenfioB,  and  will  pre- 
'  leBtiy  unravel  the  whole  a£Eair;  efj^e- 

*  cialiy  as  yoci  cannot  refrain  commg 
'  coodBiially  to  this  room,  though  to 

*  no  maoner  of  purpofe.  1  would  have 
'  yougoasd  make  yoorfelf  eafy ;  fhe 
'  has  yovth  and  a  good  conftitution  on 
'  bcr bde;   Ihe  will  work  through  it: 

*  everyday  yoa  may  depend  upon  hear- 

*  iag  iirom  me.— Believe  me,"  continued 
ifae,  iecing  him  irrefolute  what  to  do ; 

*  foUow  my  advice,  you  will  not  repent 
'  it.    'When  flie  begins  to  recover,  you 

*  asay  return;  whernw  (hould your  paT- 
'  fion  be  diicovered,  the  countefs  will 
'  lend  Jenny  home,  and  give  the  world 

*  an  opponuoiiyio  ruin  her  reputation.'* 
This  laft  aigument  prevailed  with  the 
marquis :  be  retired,  after  he  had  kiifed 
ay  hand,  and  the  next  day  invented  an 
excule  for  leaving  the  caftie.  it  is  true, 
the  countefs  endeavoured  with  great  ear- 
oeftaeis  to  detain  htm  i  but  the  reafons 
be  aUedged,  prevailed  upon  her  to  con- 
feit  to  his  d^mrture.  At  fome  diftance 
he  met  Monfieur  De  N  and  his 
valet  de  cbambre  s  he  recommended  his 
patient  to  him,  and  belbaght  him  not 
tokavebertillperfeOdy  recovered.  Du- 
bois was  cbai^^  not  to  ftir  till  I  was 
cntirriy  out  of  danger. 

The  gpest  care  that  was  takcn,.;oin- 
«d  m  the  fltill  of  the  phyfician»  wrought 
a  peifjaft  cum  in  a  fortnight's  time.  The 
account  Catharine  gave  me  o(  what  had 
palled,  forwarded  my  recovery  very 
modi.  The  grief  of  which  the  mar- 
^s  had  given  fuch  evident  proofs  made 
a  great  imprdCon  on  me.  I  found  no 
dilficnlty  in  owning  to  them  the  ocpa- 
fion  of  ibis  dogerous  ilinds.    They 


bodi  condemned  my  jealoofy  j  and  con* 
vtnced  me  how  unjult  it  was,  by  letting 
me  fee,  that  his  fuppoicd  pallion  for 
the  countefs  was  no  more  than  a  well, 
contrived  expedient  to  be  oftener  near 
me.  I  likewife  gave  them  to  underAand^ 
that  as  much  in  love  as  I  was,  I  would 
never  fall  into  the  fnare,  whereby  poor 
Charlotte,  whofe  adventure  they  ha4 
heard  from  me^  threw  herfelf  away. 
Mademoifelle  De  Pare  was  fo  well 
pleafed  to  hear  mv  good  refolutions, 
that  Ihe  took  me  in  her  arras,  promifiag 
never  to  abandon  me,  but  to  lecure  me 
from  the  attempts  love  might  make 
upon  ay  virtue.  The  piefents  flie 
and  her  niece  had  received.  Influenced 
them  to  draw  very  advantageous  con6- 
quences  both  for  themfelves  and  bk. 
Every  thing  confpired  to  flatter  mv  in- 
clinations :  my  lover  was  the  ordm;^ 
fubjeft  of  our  converfatioo,  and  every 
dav  I  heard  from  him.  Such  an  agree^ 
able  fituation  could  not  fail  by  dcpves 
vto  difpel  my  apprehenfionov 

There  was  nothing  now  to  moleft  »e 
but  the  Chevalier  D'Elbieux,  who  gave  / 

us  trouble  enough,  cominfi^  ten  times  a 
day  into  my  room,  for  which  there  was 
no  remedy :  it  not  being  proper  to  af- 
front him,  as  I  was  in  his  mother's 
honfe,  however  vexatious  his  importu- 
nity might  be.  Mademoifelle  De  Pare 
afforded  me  fome  comfort,  by  promifing 
flie  would  prevent  his  having  recourle 
to  smy  violence :  however  I  draded  the 
very  light  of  him,  as  if  my  mind  fore- 
boded what  was  to  happen. 

In  the  mean  time  the  marquis,  whom 
my  govemefs,  without  letting  me  into 
the  fecret,  had  acquainted  with  the  oc- 
cafion  of  my  illnels,  wrote  a  long  letter^ 
which  ftie  read  to  m^.  He  there  aiked 
my  pardon  for  having  been  the  inno- 
cent occaAon  of  it.  He  folemnly  pro- 
telled  againft  the  leaft  alFeAion  tor  the 
countefs ;  that  his  only  deiign,  in  pre- 
tending love  to  her,  was  to  gain  oppor- 
tunities of  being  near  me.  The  letter 
contained  vows  of  fidelity^  with  an  af- 
furance  that  he  only  waited  a  proper  / 
occafion  to  give  undeniable  proofs  there  -  / 
of,  I  learned,  beiides,  that  I  fliould  £et 
him  the  next  day,  which  he  acquainted 
mt  with,  to  prevent  the  efiefts  of  a  too 
fudden  furpnaer  I  felt  an  infinite  plea- 
fure  in  hearing  the  contents  of  the  letter  | 
and  though  I  could  not  read,  I  laid  it 
up  very  cartfuUy,  as  a  convincing  proof 
of  theaffie£Uon  it  fo  naturally  delcribed^ 
Mademoifviie 
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Mademoirelle  DXlbieux  ient  but 
wee  in  ,my  iiloefs  to  enquire  hov^  I  did. 
1  was  at  a  lofs  how  to  account  for  her 
f  veriioA  to  me  ;  but.  one  would  have 
^agined  (he  was  difpleafed  with  my  re- 
covery ;  and  when  every  one  .elfe  con- 
gratulated me  on  that  occafion,  ihea- 
lone  was  lilent.  The  countefs,  her  mo- 
ther, was  overjoyed  :  the  chevalier,  of 
late,  kept  himfelf  within  bounds }  his  be- 
haviour went  no  farther  than  what  po- 
iitenefs  requires  in  behalf  of  the  fair- 
ie^c.  I  was  much  delighted,  imagining 
his  palTion  for  me  was  at  an  end.  And 
now  I  fancied  myfelt  compleatly  happy, 
this  change  in  him  being  wibat  I  liad 
inpft  carncftly  defired.  But,  alas  1  he 
foon  undeceived  me:  I  found,  by  woe- 
.  ful  experience,  that  one  cannot  be  too 
much  upon  one's  guard  againft  a  man, 
who  on  a  fud4en  appears  to  have  laid 
alkie  a  violent  paflion  j  tbe|re  is  always 
a  fuake  in  the  grafs,  which  will  cer- 
tainly fting  when  iealt  expe^ed. 

The  following  day,  when  the  mar- 
quis was  to  come,  my  governefs  pro- 
pofed  a  walk,  faying  the  air  would  be  of 
iervice.  She  fpoke  of  it  at  the  coun- 
tefs's  table,  whei-e  I  fat  ever  fmce  my  ill - 
;neiJ6,  though  no  very  acceptable  cooi- 
pauion  to  Mademaifelle  X>^£lbieux. 
Her  brother  behaved  with  c)(ceeding 
complaKance ;  and  as  1  imagined  .he 
had  got  the  better  of  his  folly,  I  paid 
him  the  deference  due  to  the  ion  of  my 
benefa^lrefs.  The  phyfician,  who  ftill 
attended  me,  approved  of  my  taking 
the  air,  alTuring  me  that  1  ihould  find  a 
behrfix  by  it. 

After  dinner  Catharine  whifpered  me, 
that  our  walk  was  a  contrivance  of  her 
aunt's,  in  order  to  meet  the  marquis.  1 
was  pleafed  with  the  thought  j  I  was 
unJer  no  appiehenlion  of  feeing  him,  as 
I  had  in  my  company  a  confidante  of 
the  age  of  Mademoii'eHc  De  Pare. 
Though  I  was  very  fenfible  ftic  a£bed 
upon  a  principle  of  interelt,  I  had  fo 
good  an  opinion  of  her  as  to  believe  Ihe 
would  not  carry  her  complaifance  too 
far.  Her  ncice,  who  was  fmcerity  lit- 
felfi  in  reckoning  up  to  roe  her  aunt's 
imperiietltuns,  had  nor  forgot  tlie  good 
qualities  of  Mthich  ihe  was  milhefs. 

The  heat  of  the  day  being:  over,  we 
went  our,  directing  our  walk  the  wuy 
the  marquis  was  to  pafs.  The  walk 
was  very  pleafant:  alter  half  an  hour 
ibent  in  it,  we  Itopped  in  the  wopd  j 
from  thence  we  w«nt  to.reft^urlelves 


10  a  little  meadQw  liaDd  bf.  Weha^ 
not  been  there  a  quarter  <^  an  hour,  be- 
fore »ft  heard  a  wbiftle.  I  was  ftartled, 
but  xny  govemdTs  and  her  neice  made 
flight  of  it,  telling  me  I  need  not  be 
undei-  any  approheniion  in  the  foreft :  but 
in  a  little  time  a  iocond  fignal  feemed  to 
anfwer  the  firft ;  iamiediately  we  heard 
a  noife  )uil  by,  and  turning  my  head 
fuddenly,  I  fet  up  a  gceat  cry.  Four 
men  difguifed  with  maiks  ruflied  opoa 
us;  and  in  an  inftant  (lopped  handker- 
chiefs into  our  mouths.  After  this  they 
bound  Mademoi^e  De  Pare  and  her 
neice,  then  ledus  about iifty  yards  from 
thence,  to  a  bye-place  furrounded  .with 
a  thick  coppice,  where  they  I^t  the 
poor  creatures  tied  to  two  trees-  Aa 
for  me,  I  was  carried  farther  off,  where 
three  of  the  men  .retired,  leaving  me 
alone  with  the  fouxth  {  who,  throwing 
off  his  malk,  difcovered  himfelf  to  be 
the  Chevalier  D'Elbieux.  Imagine  my 
furprize.  *  Since  nothing  but  force,* 
fays  he,  <  will  prevail  with  yoo,  it  is 
*  £tting  you  ihould  be  treated  accord- 
'  ing  to  .your  talle.*  He  had  no  f<»oner 
done  {peaking,  but  he  began  to  offer 
violence.  As  they  had  negie£ied  to  tie 
me,  I  ftruggled  very  hard ;  and  the 
handkerchief  falling  off  my  face,  I  took 
that  opportunity  to  cry  out  as  loud  as 
poffible,  fo  that  the  toreftrung  again. 
Notwitbftanding  my  refiftancc,  I  was 
upon  the  point  of  falling  a  vi^im  to  the 
wR2tch*s  brutality,;  but  Heaven  had 
companion  on  my  innocence*  I  hearci 
the  noife  of  a  horfe's  feet  galloping  up 
towards  us.  The  villain  ftarted  at  it» 
and  immediately  defiffed.  .When  he 
looked  behind  him/  and  faw  a  perfon 
coming  to  my  i^fcue,  he  poured  out  a 
volley  of  bitter  imprecattous,  running 
to  his  piftols  that  were  in  the  holftcra 
of  his  faddie.  This  was  too  favour- 
able an  opportunity  to  be  negle£led;  ac- 
cordingly I  ran  away  as  iaii  as  I  was 
able.  In  a  moment  the  noife  of  their 
fighting  leached  me ;  the  report  of  their 
piltols,  echoing  back  from  all  parts  of 
the  wood,  was  very  terrible.-  The  con- 
ftemation  I  was  in  Hopped  me  from  go- 
ing any  farther;  and/ overcome  as  I 
was  with  iear,  and  quite  Tpent  with 
fatigue^  I  fwooned  away  at  xhit  foot  of 
a  tiee. 

The  night  was  far  advanced  wh^  I 
came  to  myielf :  a  cold  fwcat  hung  up- 
on my  face,  and  it  was  with  fonic  dif- 
ficulty ~I  rofe'&om  the  ground.    The 
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feUow-prifener.  When  they  came  tip 
to  me,  one  of  them,  looking  at  me  with 
great  furprizei  cried  out,  *  Good  God ! 
•what  do  I  fee?  what  a  happinefst 
<  what  a  pleaftire  is  this !  it  is  Jenny  !* 
This  drew  my  eyes  upon  him  i  and,  to 
my  ^reat  amasement,  I  foand  him  to  be 
Colin  the  woodmonger*s  ion,  my  firft 
lover,  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of 
thele  Memoirs. 

I  was  ib  tranfported  as  to  fcream. 
«  What!  isthat)rou»  Colin?*  fsid  I  to 
liim.'  *  What!  is  that  you,  Jenny?* 
replied  he.  *  Yes,  Colin.*— «  Yes, 
^  Jenny-'  Mjr  firft  emotion  was  the  ef- 
-fett  of  |oy )  it  is  the  natural  conreonence 
of  being  furprized  with  a  {i|;hc  of  thole 
who  h^ve  been  the  compamons  of  our 
^  childhood :  but,  upon  fecond  thoughts, 
an  averfion  fucceeded,  the  reafon  of 
which  may  be  eafily  puefled. 

I  had  promifed  to  mform  them  how  I 
fell^hfto  tbofe  dangerous  circumftances  I 
had  ]ntt  now  efcaped  §  but  the  fight  of 
Colin  made  me  not  over- forward  to  fa- 
tisfy  their  emnofity.  I  contented  my- 
ieir  with  barely  fayfog,  that  in  flying 
from  (bme  ruffians^  I  had  loft  myicjf  in 
the  wood)  and  endeavouring  to  nnd  my 
way  back  to  the  caftle,  I  had  unfortu- 
nately fallen  into  the  pit,  by  the  trap's 
giving  way  under  me. 

*  1  am  very  glad,'   replied  Colin, 

*  that  yoQ  have  efcaped  it  well  ^  and 
'  particularly  as  I  am  fo  ha|»py  as  to 

*  have  contriboted  towards  it:  but, 
'  *  plague  on*t,  Jenny!  I  am  not  very 

*  well  pleased  with  what  wem  before  : 

*  your  living  at  the  caftle  flicks  in  my 

*  gizzard }  ior  they  fay  that  fame  pal- 
<  try  marqoifs,  who  brought  you  the 
'  money  from  the  king,  is  in  love  with 

*  yoU}  this  does  not  anfwer  my  pur- 

*  pofe^  you  cannot  have  forgot  what 
^  paffed  between  us  that  day  you  made 

*  me  write  the  love-letter ;  1  fpoke  to 
^  my  father,  and  obtained  his  confent 

*  for  marrying  you.    My  friend  Chrif. 

*  topher  here,  and  I,  laid  our  heads  to- 
^  gether,  and  made  him  believe,  in  or- 
'  der  to  ^n  his  confent,  that  you  were 
^  to  receive  every  year  the  fame  gratuity 

*  as  diat  which  was  fo  much  talked  of 
-*  in  onr  village.    'J'his  fixed  hini  at 

*  laft,  no  longer  ago  than  yefterdayj 
^  and  this  morning  1  tan  to  the  caftle  to 
^  ac4)uaiQt  you  with  it;  but,  now  I 
<  think  on  it,  I  heard  ftrange  news  I* 

*  What  did  you  bear,  Colin?*  re. 
-^lled  1  veiy  taraeiUy.    yor  I  had  no 


fooner  recovered  royfdf  fimn  my  late 
fright,  hot  the  preceding  ni^t's  adven* 
ture  came  frem  into  my  mind,'  and  a- 
larmed  me  cruelly  on  the  marquis**  ac- 
count. Terrified  with  this  apprehen* 
fion,  «What  do  they  fiiy?*  cried   I. 

*  People  are  in  fearch  of  you,*  replied 
he, « on  all  fides ;  it  is  faid,  the  chevalier 

*  has  carried  von  off,  which  is  thought 
'  the  more  likely,  as  he  has  not  been 
'  feen  fince  he  engaged  that  cur  of  a 
'  marquis:  but  I  am  not  a  little  pleaf* 

*  ed  to  think  the  latter  is  rightly  ferr^ 

*  ed    for  coming   between    me    and 

*  home/ — •  How  ferved  ?*  cried  I,  very 
eameftly.  «  Humh,  humhl*  continued 
he,  ^  *  you  are  mij^htily  uneafy  me- 

*  thinks  \  are  you  in  pain  about  that? 

*  Since  it  is  fo,  to  be  even  with  you  for 

*  your  ill  conditions,  1*11  tell  you  no 

*  more.* 

*  Keep  your  fecret  ^en  to  vourlelf/ 
I  Tcnlied,  nettled  at  what  he  had  laid  i 

*  Chriftopher  will  be  morecomplai(ant.* 
— •*  No,  I  thank  you  for  that,*  anfwer- 
ed  the  clown}  <  I  am  on  Colin*s  fidei 
'  and  more  than  that,  you  are  right  e- 

*  nough  ferved,  if  we  pay  you  in  yonr 

*  own  coin.    Ever  fince  you  have  been 

*  at  that  fame  cattle,  you  are  grown  (b 

*  proud,  you  won*t  fo  much  as  look  at 

*  us  poor  folk }  and  if  you  abate  a  litde 
'  of  yonr  haoghtinefs  at  pretent,  it  is 

*  only  becaufeyou  can't  fliitt  without  us. 

*  Udflniddikins!  were  I  in  Colin *s  pbce* 
'  I  know  what  I  would  do.   I  would 

*  not  have  you  now  you  are  blown  up- 

*  on.' 

•  So  much  the  better,'  replied  I  very 
fiercely,  overjoyed  at  having  a  handle 
for  quarrelling  with  Colin :  *  I  am  not 

*  fo  mightily  taken  with  his  perfbn  aa 

*  you  imagine,  but  that  I  can  eaiily 

*  give  up  my  pretenfions  j  now  I  have 

*  day- light,  I  can  'find  my  way  to  the 
«  caftle  without  your  help.* 

Colin  was  furprized  at  the  fharpnefs 
of  my  reply  $  be  was  ftill  fond  oi  vat, 

*  Stay,  Jenny,'  fays  he,  *  I'll  fliew 
'  you  the  wav  thither  myfelf.  Good 
<  God !  why  mould  you  take  thtrs  upon 

*  you  ?'  —  *   No,    no,*    continued   l# 

*  you  fliall  not  be  at  the  trouble  of  ^c- 

*  nying  any  more  requefts  of  mine  §  I 

*  fliaH  learn  what  has  pafled  without 

*  being  beholden  to  you.*  Saying  tliis» 
I  offered  to  go,  but  was  prevented  by 
their  laying  hold  of  me.   •  Ah,  naughty       v 

*  one!*  cried  Colin,  <  you  ftiall  not  get 

*  off  ft  eafily :  I  flioukl  not  appear  fo 

«  con-        I 
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^  in  y<Nur  cye»  if  you  di4 
*  Dot  meet  with  enooaragaiMQt  cUe* 
'  wbtni  but  yoa  would  <ie  well  to  re. 
rOarlottt.* 


The  fog  of  th»  repraich  loft  bo- 
thbg  of  if  s  Timknctt  and  put  the  laft 
haodlotliebaDiduBgof  all  regard  for 
Coba,  who  till  now  had  fome  imall 
floR  ia  ray  al{cAions»  and  that  too  in- 
ooied  by  the  afl|ftance  I  had  hift  iv- 
and  horn  him.    *  I  flioiild  be  very 

*  ibny»*  £iyt  I,  <  to  fall  into  the  cir- 
'  comftanoea  you  iiMfli  to  lunt  at,  and 

*  moch  more  to  be  any  ways  at  yovr 

*  d^MifaL  Let  roe  bear  no  more  of  fuch 
f  dliicoorie,*  continiicd  I  very  Ibaroly  | 
f  and  doo^t  pretend  to  ftop  me,  wliom 
'  yoo  have  no  right  to  detain/-—'  O, 
'  bat  Ihavcy' cried  Colin  s  <why,Ihave 

*  jfoor  (athcr  mid  mother's  jiromiley 
>  aod  that  is  fuftcient;  and,  Mifs, 
'  fince  that  is  your  name,  yon  ftall  go 

<  home  to  your  parents*  You  are  very 
«  much  altered  by  your  quality  con- 

<  ver&tion  |  but  a  little  of  our  village 
f  sirwill  take  down  your  pride/  Up« 
on  this,  maluAg  a  fign  to  Chriftopher, 
dscy  leuEod  each  of  them  an  ann,  and 
dnggd  me  along. 

I  was  forced  to  follow,  titourii  with 
tan  in  my  eyes.  '  Look,  ChriSbphcr,' 
cnn  Colin,  *  how  (he  takes  on !  I  could 

*  jixj  her,  but  that  |  know  the  occa- 

*  fioa  of  her  ibsrowi  it  is  only  becaule 

*  flie  is  like  to  lo(jp  hfir  dear  marquis. 
'  Wot  they  n^iftaken,  who  laid  there 

*  vas  a  good  underftanding  bf^prn 
*tkea?    Her  behavipiir  makes  it  as 

*  jdaiD  as  a  nole  on  a  man*s  face^  One 
^  would  think  flie  might  be  ovenoyed 
'  3t  the  thougfatt  pf  feeing  her  father 
'  and  mother  and  nei^bours  again ; 
'  bot  (he,  foribo^,  can*t  fo  muph  aa 

*  War  to  hear  them  mtt^.    Well, 

*  well,  Jenny,  you  have  no  bad  luck 
'  to  come  among  us  «ga*P  s  we  have 
«  BO  heed  coats,  it  is  true,  but  we  nuiy 
'  be  every  jot  as  good  as  the  fine  fparks 

*  ifOtt  admire  fo  much  $  and,  befides, 
'  «t  me  tell  ye,  yoiir  godmother  ha^ 

*  ffN>ke  her  mind  |  ihe  iays,  ihe  will 
^  bate  no  more  to  do  with  you,  aft|;r 
'  what  has  happened }   this  makes  a 

*  great  deal  of  noiiie  in  the  nei^bour- 
^  hood,  aod  every  ouf  lays  the  blaj^e 

*  ttpw  you,' 

Tbii  piece  of  news,  which  he  unde- 
jlSM&y  acquainted  me  withal,  went  to 
lay  heart,  and  bronght  a  thoufand  things 
ft  0BCC  to  9By  imaynation,    I  valued 


myRputatioii)  attd  die  though  of  rt* 
turning  to  our  village  imder  an  infa* 
mous  chara£ter,  put  me  unoo  the  nek* 
The  tendemels  with  which  I  loved  mf 
mother,  ftaggeied  mv  refolutiooi  me* 
thought  I  Sw  her  bewailing  my  ab- 
Icnce  and  unceitain  condition  |  the  nest 
moment  1  fancied  her  with  a  imre 
countenance,  reproaching  me  as  guilty 
of  what  Jiad  happened.  «  I  QM  be 
f  uied  Ul  at  home,*  faid  I  to  myiclf* 

*  and  dull  nol  dare  to  go  abroad  to  be 

*  the  mark  of  every  pointing  fingeri 

*  who  knows  but  that  mifcreant,  the 

*  fhevalier  D  Elbieux,  will  lay  wait 
'  forme,  and  take  an  opportunity  of 

*  elTeaing  his  hellifli  deiigns  1  What 
'  refiftance  can  we  make?     HeavenSf 

*  to  what  am  I  expofedr  Theft  rt* 
fledions  determined  me  to  make  my 
efcape  as  foon  as  poflible,  and  belter 
mylelf  in  Paris,  where  a  ftrvice  would 
be  infinitely  nreferable  to  the  having  of 
Colin  for  a  buA>and,  who  had  treated 
me  with  fo  much  badkncfs,  I  intend* 
ed,  when  fettled,  to  give  my  motheir 
the  reaibns  of  my  not  returning  home* 

I  was  employed  in-  theft  thougbtSy 
when  there  appeared  in  the  road  a  man 
on  horfebacki  as  he  rode  at  a  great 
pace,  he  fton  came  up  with  us.    *  Did 

*  you  fee,*  fays  he  as  he  drew  near,^  *  n 

*  young— —Ah  1  what  do  I  fee  ?'  cried 
he    in  difcovering  me :  it  is  her.*>Is 


'  thatyou,  Mifs  Jenny  f  What  a  happt- 

*  nefs  to  find  you  again  t  what  a  faus- 

*  fadion  will  this  be  to  my  mafter  1* 


As  be  faid  this,  he  alighted,  and  came 
to  me  preftuting  his  himd.  How  great 
was  my  joy  to  And  it  was  the  marauis*a 
valet  dp  pbambre  1  The  preftnce  of  my 
Vigilant  condu^ors  could  not  prevei^t 
my  giving  him  evident  proofs  of  my 
fatista6lion.  Dubois,  in  his  tranfports, 
bad  taken  my  hand  in  Ofdef  to  l^jfs  it| 
but  Colin  interpoftd.  and  ^rv*ft  hiiq 
afide,  crying  out»  '*  j}pt  (b  faft,  friend  ; 

<  if  you  are  for  kiiSng,  you  hi|d  beft  gq 

<  to  the  perfon  you  yrrote  the  Utter  to. 

*  I  (enow  you  w^Il  eqougl^.  fof  all  yo^ 

*  pretend  to  be  furprized.— «  Is  this 
i  apv  of  yQur  gelations  V  faid  the  valet 
4e  cluimbre  to  me.  *  No,  indeed,'  an- 
fwered  I  very  quick. « Why  what  would 

*  the  fool  be  at  2*  continued  Dubois,  iltU 
holding  my  hand.  <  Not  fo  faft,  I  teU 

*  yov,  friend/  a^ed  Colin  ^  <  we  are 

*  not  afraid  of  your  laced  hat  i  and,  as 

*  much  countrymen  as  we  arc,  we  bid 
1  you  dleiiancc.***-*  Oh,  hoT  cried  Du« 

D  s  bois^ ' 
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bbis,  *  Ti^hat,  are  you  fbr  Betfig  obftrit- 
••pewii*,  my  puti  ?'— <  jV^apftdt !  /itf 
•^•yotirfelf,'  rtpWtd  Colin  in  a  paffionj 
*^'a«  if  we  (Jid  not  know  5*h6  yoti  art.' 
In  flying  this,  he  fcized  Chrtftopher's 
gun  5  and  ftepping  back,  *  Udfbuddi- 
•kins,*  fays  he,  *  go  yonf  way«,  or 

•  |*n  tutn  yotJ  up  as  f  wn!<l  a  hai*e.' 
Dcboift  i^k  a  man  of  courage,  arid  had 
ieen  a  battle,  fo  this  threat  did  not 
daunt  hiih  in  the  leaft ;  but  puttin|  the' 
mnzilc  of  the  gun  afidc,  he  laid  hold  of 
Colin.  Chriftopher  feeing  his  compsl-' 
iflon  overpowered,  let  go  his  hold  of 
tne  ?n  order  tb  afllft  him  :  finding  my-* 
felf  at  liberty,  Ifled  from  them  as  fad' 
at  my  ftrcngth  could  carry  me. 

•  After  having  pafled  through  a  confi- 
dhuMe  part  of  ttie  wood  without  find- 
itlg  any  path  or  road,  at  laft  I  eame  to 
one,  whei'c  meeting  a  wom^n  driving 
t«rO  affes  before  her,  I  ran  up  very  ha- 
^\]y  to  h<r.  She  immediately  aflced  me 
vfrhat  wag  the  matter,  and  the  reafon  of 
my  precipitate  flight.  I  made  a  ftory ; 
atid  totd  Iter'I  ran  from  hiy  mailer,  who 
would  hare  hid  me  complied  with  what 
-Was  not  proper.  '  I  approve  of  your 
*'dllfcfetlon,*  fiiid  the  good  woman  td 
ttit,  *  and  for  it'i  fake  will  bcftir  myfelf 
•*  in  your  behalf:  If  you  want  a  place,' 
*•  my  dear,  follow  me  5  I  have  a  daugh- 

*  ter  at  Paris,    to  whom  I'll  recoih- 

•  mend  you  j  as  fhe  is  in  a  good  place, 
«  (he  may  be  ferviceablc  to  you.  She 
«  hns  not  been  long  there  5  thefe  are  her* 
«  cloathi  I  am  carrying  to  Valvins, 
«  where  I  am  told  I  fltall  meet  with  an 
«  opportnnity  of  ftndihg  them  to  her, 
«  You  tn^y,  if  you  will,  take  the  fame 
f  con^triiehce ;  confider  what  you  had 
«'  beft  to  do;' 

The  notion  I  immediately  conceived 
d(  efcaping  the  purfbit  which  would  in- 
fallibly be  made  after  me,  the  avoidine 
ftich  difcourfe  as  I  had  juft  heard,  and 
ftill  rurtgin  my  ears,  with  the  pleafing 
thoiights  of  living  near  the  marquis,' 
iboh  determined  me.  *  I  am  much  be- 
holden to  you,'  faid  I  to* her,  '  for  ybor 
«  kind  pr6ffer,  afid  accept  of  it  veiy 
«  willingly.'—*  Well,'  fays  (he,  '  I'll' 

*  fpeak  to  the  carrier  5  and  if  you  can't 

•  pay  the  fare,  Til  lay  down  the  money, 
•  «  and  you  may  repay  it  to  my  daughter 

*  when  you  arc  able.* 

When  my  nioth^r  came  to  the  c*ft!e,* 
<he  bad  given  mo  about  twelve  Uvrcs  to 
ftuy  fomc  Kttfc  things  which  girls  have 
i^ccaiion  for:  I  bad  tht  Okoney  tbout 


nfi^,  andte/ldthf^wdrfiafi  I  htfdwti^r^^ 
withal  to  bear  my  charges.  ♦  80  rtn<*h 
«  the  better,*  replied  (he;    ^monty  is 

*  no  burden  j  and  it  went  t^  he  wiihed 

*  always  to  Kave-a  little  at  hand  t  this 

*  mi^ht  often  prevent  mifchief,  where 
«  young  creatures  like  yoti,  toesetricate 
«  fhemfelves  from  dilpcultie*,  fall  inrq 
«  the  fhiTtt  laid  for  the  milt  of  their 
<  Konoor.' 

We  had  wttlked  about  two  itifle«, 
talking  in  this  martrfsr,  when  my  guide 
P|r6poied  tatting  a  breakftlft.  I  w«s 
dverfoyed  to  hear  of  earing,  lieing  «!- 
rtioft  (ann(hed.  Out  of  a  little  wallet 
ike  palled  fome  baeon  and  bread  5  we 
(cated  ourfelves  in  the  (hade  of  fomei 
willows  on  the  bank  of  1  dear  fivol^. 
Thcaifes,  according  to  theh* nature,  (top- 
ped TCry  wf  1  lingl  y  to  grtfcze .  I  though t 
the  bacon  very  delicious  j  and  even  to 
this  day,  whenever  I  lo(fe  my  #omacb» 
the  very  remembi^tKe  of  that  niftick 
meal  never  fails  to  give  inc  an  a))petite 
and  a  reliih  ta  my  viAuali. 

Whilft  we  thus  refW(hed  oorfelves, 
the  good  woman  looked  at  me  very  ear- 
nMy^,  tke  tear§  be^an  to  trickle  down 
apace,  whihl  the  vif^oals  remained  irt 
her  ftiouth.     «  Alas,  Goody  l'  I  cried, 

*  whatisthe  matter  >  you  Ifeem  troubled.* 
— «Ah!'  fays  (he,   wiping   her  eyes, 

*  you  ^mt  ntfe  fo  tavtch  in  mind  of  my 
«  daughter  Mariana  that  is  dead  and 
*•  gone !  She  waa  about  your  age,  and 
<  very  like  vou.     Would  to  God  (lie 

*  had  been  left  handfomei  for  it  was 

*  her  beauty  that  brought  her  to  the 
«  grave:    poor  girl,  (he  was  no  lei's 

*  amiable  for  her  virtue!   ril  tdl  yoir 

*  her  whole  hlftoi*y  as  we  go  alongj  and 
«  then  judge  whether  I  have  not  Jnit 

*  reafon  to  grieve  as  often  as  (he  comes 

*  into  mv  mind.* 

Breaknid:  being  ortty  v^e  went  for- 
wards.    The  good  woman,  remember- 
ing her  promife,  «  B^  attentive,'  (^ys 
(he,  «  Bitviana,'  for  I  took  that  name 
'  when  I  firft  joined  her>  *  to  what  I  atn 

*  g<^i^  ^  f>y>  it  vn^y  be  of  fome  ad- 

*  vantage  to  you.    Voung  Women  are 

*  often  courted  $  and  yet  how  few  do 
*^  we  fee  pofled'ed  of  that  dtfcretion  diey 

*  ought  to  have,  (ince  nothing  can  be 

*  an  equivalent  for  their  virtue !     It  ts 

*  true,  I  bemoan  my  (elf  every  day  for 
'  the  lofs  of  MAriana-)  but  I  had  much 

*  htther  think  her  trappy  in  heaven* 

*  than  (ee  her  ^covered  with  infiimy  on 

*  earth,     Wheie  lymour  is  the  only 

<  thinjf 
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■•Aiflg  Iperfon  can  Talue  hcrfelf  up- 
'  ea,  ^  never  can   do  too  much  to* 

*  tocare  it.  For  example^  if  any  one 
f-QtoM  rob  you  of  the  little  money 
*'  that  is  in  yoar  pocket,  you  would  lofe 
""aU  yoa   have,   and  would   certainly 

*  think  yoorfelf  undojie  i  it  it  the  fame 

*  with  regard  to  honour. 

*  Jhck  were  the  lentiments  in  which 

*  I  trained  my  daughter :  and  the  good' 
'  rffed  they  produced  at  ibe  grew  up 
'  gave  ac  great  content.  By  the  time 
«  ^«  was  tweWe  years- of  age,  the  whole 

*  D«i^hbourhood  admired  her.  Though 

*  Fontatnebleau  is  not  very  large,  yer 
«  tbe  king's  coming  thither  every  year, 
5  draws  a  great  concourla.  of  people. 

*  la  that  feafon  I  deal  in  lefnonades ; 
^  27h),  as  1  am  very  choice  in  what  I 

*  feii,  my  houie  is  gcneially  full  of  very 

*  fi»d  company. 

*  i  was  cruel  ly  perplexed  in  feeing  mv 

*  dtBghter  viiibly  wafte  away  through 

*  fome  hidden  grief,  the  caufe  of  which' 
'  i  could  not  podibly  divine.     She  was 

*  DOW  eighteen,   and  everyday  dearer 

*  than  other  ;   fo  that  her  pining  in  this 

*  manner  overwhelmed  me  with  trou- 

*  ble.  As  for  myfelf,  I  thought  I  had 
'  DO  wnys  contributed  towards  ir,  being 

*  ready  even  to  prevent  her  wifties  in 

*  evCTy  thing  I  kr^w  was  agreeable  to 

*  her;  and  as  her  pafTion  for  drefs  was 

*  00  lecret  to  me,  I  I'upplied  her  very 

*  plentifully  with  means  to  indulge  hcr- 

*  feil  in  it ;  fo  that  few  young  womeft 
'  of  her  condition  made  a  better  appear- 

*  ancc.  All  this  fignified  nothing.  Me- 

*  laacholyftiH  prevailed.  I  often  preflld 

*  her  to  acquaint  me  with  the  caufe,  but 

*  Ihe  piTtended  to  be  ignorant  of  it  hcr- 

*  iclf',  till  at  lad  fhe  wasfo  ill  as  to  take 

*  to  her  bed.     I  (hut  up  (hop  immedi- 

*  ately,  thai  I  might  not  be  interrupted 

*  in  lending  upon  her.     Nothing  was 

*  wanting  that >  could  any  way  help  her 

*  recovery ;  phyficians  were  fenr  for,  but 
'  they  could  not  find  out  her  diifemper : ' 

*  in  a  word,  my  heart  was  ready  to  break 

*  when  I  faw  her  thus  reduced. 

*  Ofte  day  finding  herfelf  ibmething* 

*  better  than  ufual,  I  prefi'ed  her  fo  ear- 

*  neftly  to  actpiaint  me  with  the  occafion' 
'  of  her  tilnefs,  that,  fetching  a  deep  figh, 
'  file  fpoke  to  me  in  the  following  man- 

*  aer.  •*  Your  tcndernefs,  dear  mo- 
**  tber,  lays  me  under  an  indifpenfibl^ 
"  ohiigation  of  fatisfymg  you  on  this 
**  fubi&fl )  befides,  it  cannot  be  de- 
"  i«ned  any  kmger:    I  find  I  mull 
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••  fhortly  give  an  aecount  of  my  whol* 
««  life  to  the  Almighty,  tnd  I  (hould 
^  think  it  an  addition  tomy  guilt  noC 
'*  to  acknowledge  to  you  my  weaknefs. 
**  Can  there  be  a  greater  than  to  fall  itt 
<'  love  with  a  m<iD,  and  then  inform^ 
«'  him  of  it  f  The  violence  of  my  paf- 
*«  fion  has  brought  mt  to  this  condition. 
<<  Oh,  mother  t  do  not  blufli  for  met 
**  the  grave  will  expiate  this  involua« 
•<  tary  offence." 

**  No,  my  dear  child,  no,**  faid  1 1<^ 

*  her,  moved  with  compa/Tion  at  the  fear 

*  of  lofing  her;  •'  God  will  prefervt^' 
**  yo«i,  and  pardon  your  weaknefs  ;  he 
*'  will  fecond  your  virtuous  education  | 
**  I  will  prevail  upon  Heaven  by  my 
"  earned  prayers  to  re  (lore  you  to  me. 
*•  Df  ar  child »  I  can  never  outlive  thee.* 
•— "  Your  fmccre  piety,"  replied  (he, 
*«  will  enable  you  to  bear  our  fepara> 
"  tion  :  for  my  fake,  dear  mother,  dry 
*•  up  your  tears  j  they  pierce  me  to  the 
««  very  heart,"     -. 

•  Sl)e  cried,  too,  dear  girl !— Ah,  Syl- 

*  viana,\  continued   the  good  woman, 

*  how  I  was  moved  I     Methought  the 

*  tears  I  ihed  on  that  occafion  were  the 

*  forerunners  of  thofe  that  would  be- 

*  wail  her  death.     We  continued  fome 

*  time  in  this  melancholy  fituation,  till 
*•  at  lalt  my  daughicT,  with  a  prefence 

*  of   mind  lurpalling  her  tender  age, 

*  and  edifying  me  by  hcrrefignation  and 

*  piolis  expreflions,  thus  addrelfed  her-* 

*  fclftome. 

*•  Yow  may  remember,  dear  mother, 
**  that  being  out  of  order  one  evening, 
•*  you  was  obliged  to  go  to  bed  earlier 
"  than  ufual.  As  I  was  alone,  I  took 
*«  up  a  book  to  amufe  myfelf  till  the 
*'  time  of  (hutting  fhop  :  the  paflagc  I 
*«  chanced  to  dipinto  affefted  me  fo 
**  miich  as  to  draw  tenm  from  my  eyes  j 
f*  it  was  the  hi  (lory  of  Hypolite.  Fa- 
•*  tal  day!  dangerous  book  for  young 
«•  pertbns,  leaving  the  mind  fufceptible 
<•  of  the  (oftert  impi^iTions !  Juft  at  that 
•*  moment  came  into  the  (hop  two  young 
*•  gentlemen,  o<ie  of  whom  was  beauty 
"  itfelf:  they  called  for  fome  liquor 
*<  cooled  with  ice  j  and  the  p)eribn  1  juft 
"  now  defcribed,  behaved  and  fpokfe 
*•  with  fuch  inimitable  grace,  ascharm* 
•'  ed  and  troubled  me  both  at  once. 
**  He  perceived  I  had  been  crying,  and 
*«  having  informed  hitnfelf  of  the  oc- 
*•  calion,  '•  How  amiable  you  appear,'* 
**  faid  he  to  me,  **  when  to  fuch  en- 
^*  cbantmg  beauty  is  joiued  a  tender- 

««  nefs 
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*<  ftrtlioiiihetftaiocleftgirl.  A  pet* 
<'  ibn  of  fifpux  dtkrtd  her  ttry  ponfi- 
*'  derably,  even  feopofed  to  EextU  upoA 
««  her,  l>ot  to  no  fmrpofe.*'-^*'  It  may 
*<  be/'  replied  lie  chat  knew  fa  little  of 
*<  mes  <*  but   can   yoa  laagiBe  flie 

^'  would  lefuie  a  perfon  of  our  rank> 
f^  who  dipuld  pix>pore marriage  to  her? 
<<  How  canlhe-wYoid  that  fnare?  Yon 
<*.  little  think  that  the  majnquis,  in  con- 
*'  da^lsBig  aa  aflfair  of  this  saturey/ets 
<'  fo  nKiny  engines  at  work,  that  he  icU 
*^  6om  failf  of  fuccefs^  he  does  not 
'<  ftick  at  majrying  a  girl  he  ianciesy 
**  under  a  bonrowed  naaaei  perhaps 
*<  thatts  the  cafe  here/' 

^<  Imagioe,  dear  mother,  my  furpriae 
^  and  indignation.  '<  Ah,  viilain  !'*  I 
*'  cried  out»  not  refleAing  where  1  was. 
^^"  We  arc  overheard,"*  faid  one  of  the 
**  .gentlemen,  «  and  by  Mariana  her- 
**  fclf."— **  lam  very  forry  for  it,"  re- 
f*  plied  the  mher ;  "  we o^uft  pcevaii  up- 
«  on  her  not  to  fpeak  of  what  flie  has 
«<  heard.''  Upon  this  they  ruflied  into 
**  the  cloftt,.  where  they  found  me  all 
*^  in  tears. 

<*  They  ufed  their  utaaoft. endeavours 
*'  (0  comfort  me:  but  I  waaafhamed 
**  to  look  them  in  the  face,  as  if  what 
«*  I  had  heard  made  me  guilty*  They 
«  urged  me  very  eamcSly-  to  inform 
**  them  what  terms  I  was  upon  with  the 
<*  marouis;-  and  as  they  appeared  very 
*t  mu|L  iike  gentlemen,  m  con&dera- 
**  tioii%>die  invaluable  fervice  they  had 
**  done^  by  oving  me  ib  much  light 
'<  Into  the  asair,  I  related  to  them  the 
**  whole  detail  of  my  adventure.  Thev 
**  fisemed  to  credit  what  I  faid :  I  u^ 
**  that  eicpreffion,  becanie.when  they 
**  went  away,  I  could  hear  them  (ay, 
**  they  knew  the  world  better  than  that. 
'<  But  before  they  left  me,  I  was  oblige* 
«<  cd  to  p»onM&  not  to  giv«  them  up  as 

'  **  the  authors  of  my  information  :  and 
'<  I  was  as  gbod  as. my  word.  Their 
**  backs  were  no  iboner  tunied,  but  I 
*  <  thtew  myfelf  in  to  bed ,  ti  nderan  agony 
**  not  to  beej^elTed.  I  fpent  thenigliK 
**  in  contriving  means  of  abfenting  my- 
"•  ftlffipom  Ae  place  appointed.  In  vain 
'*  did  love  plead  for  a  periidioiis  man; 
*^  my  rtfelution  was  never  to  fee  him 
**  more-:  a  dear-boaght  viAory !  His 
**  idea  always  maintained  it's  place  in 
<•  my  breaft,  not  to  be  removed.  The 
•^  ftm^lea  I  that  night  underwent  were 
**  fo  violent,  at  to  throw  me  into  a  &  of 
«•  fickncfs. 


*'  Theday  following,our  matd,«iK)m 
*'  he  had  gained,  brought  me  a  letter 
**  from  the  wretch  |  I  ient  it  back  uor 
<<  opened,  and  as  I  thought  this  a*frelk 
<<  attempt  upon  m^  honour,  I  ordered 
**  him  Co  be  told,  I  would  hear  no  niooe 
^'  of  him.  A  AiGond  letter  came^X 
<<  behaved  as  I  did  with  refpe^  to  the 
<<  fiift :  the  villain  finding  ne  \o(k  his 
*<  labour  that  way,  fent  me  word  by  the 
*^  maid,  that  he  had  things  of  the  iaft 
*'  confequeace  DO  impa^'t,  very  much  eo 
^<  my  advantage^  aad  begged  I.  wouUi. 
**  not  condemn  him  unheard.  1  wae 
**  (b  provoked  at  the  iervant's  iniblcnoe» 
*'  having  before  reprimanded  her  fevers 
**  Iv  on  account  of  the  former  meilage» 
**  that  I  prevailed  with  youj  under  fome 
."  other  pretence,  to  turn  her  away»  aa 
•*  you  may  reii^ember: 

<*  In  a  very  few  daysafter/tbis,  I  was 
**  terribly  furpnzed  one  morning  when 
"  I  waked,. to  find  my  perfidious  lowr 
*^  kncelif^  at  my  bed -fide,  and  i^athiag 
,"  one  of  my  bands  with  his  g^iky* 
"  tears  t  I  ihatched  it  away  with  too 
<'  much  oonfufioa  not. to  diicuver  the 
**  aA:cJident  he  l^\  had  over  my  a^eo- 
;«  tioBs. 

.  <'  Well,  tlvn«  charming  Mariano, 
*<  you  no  longer  Ipye  me,''  faid  he,  with 
'<  an  air  the  moft  moving;  '*  you  re- 
«  fufe  to  fee  or.  hear  mej  you  baniih 
**  thofe  who  might  inform  you  of  my 
**  faithful  ardour.  Heavens  I  that  io 
«  much  beauty  and  injuftice  can  be  k^ 
**  near  allied!  What  is  my  crimed 
**  Is  it  the  concealing  my  real  name  ? 
"  If  fo,  I  own  rayielf  the  Macquis  ■■  *< 
*<  I  ftiould  not  have  denied  it.  Wlwt 
<<  a  misfortime,  to  have  a  more  exqui- 
,<<  fite  talie  than  the  generality  of  maa- 
''  kind!  to  this  X  owe  my  wretched 
**  condition  {.  this  has  torn  trom  me  all 
'*  that  was  dear  in  the  workl !  Who 
"  is  to  blame,  Mariana  or  1  ?  Why 
"  did  (he  ntit  keep  her  word  ?.:why  did 
^<  ihe  not  -oome  to  the  place  appointed? 
"  There  fiic  might  have  difcovered  wh©- 
•*  ther  it  was  the  Manquis  of  — r  or 
y  his  fecretary  tlint  would  i^ve  mar- 
<<  ried  her.  Ah,  i^Qveiy  Mariana  1  why 
'^  did'  you  deprive  wm  the  iwi-mmon 
f*  pleateeof  fof^^me^lily  undeceiving 
*'  you,  by  prefenting  a  huibxQd  wo»- 
M  thy  of  lb  much  merits  £odearing 
<<  pleaiiire !  I  had  propoM  to  be  pes^ 
*<  fonally  bekrvifd,  and.  not  behoiden 
^  for  the  mighty  gift  of  rank  or^<MP. 
'.<*  tune.  64)ui  isjny  tcrimci  ii^.^h^MP^ 
«*  done  I 
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^  dooe;  prancmoceiBy  dooiD.  Thit  juf- 
«  tificatioB  I  owed  myfelf,  and  now 
^  have  paid  mj  debt  |  placed  at  I  an 
•>  on  the  brink  of  ddknidion,  I  will 
**  not  iiirvive  the  cruel  misfortune  of 
«  havbg  been  fufpeaed/' 

**  How  weak  are  we  when  entan^ed 
<*  with  knre  !  His  words  made  an  im- 
**  preffioo  on  me|  the^  were  plaufible, 
•c  aad  mj  heart,  through  prtpofleifiony 
"  fkmdcd  in  behalf  of  nie  traitor.  But 
^  Realbn  came  to  my  affiftance ;  I  could 
'^  not  fofvet  the  difcourfe  I  had  over- 
"  heard :  mej  had  no  tntereft  in  the  af* 
•*  fair,  bein^  neither  bis  enemies  nor 
**  rivals  i  this  laft  refledion  carried  it, 
"  and  I  would  hear  no  more.  The  in- 
"  grate  committed  numberlefs  extrava* 
**  gancies}  he  offered  to  kill  bimfelf, 
**  potting  me  a  thoufand  times  in  ap- 
**  prehenfion  for  his  life :  as  much  an 
"  mipoftor  as  I  thought  him,  I  could 
«■  not  overcome  my  fort.  Somebody 
««  very  luckily  entering  rov  room,  he 
«<  retired}  and,  conrinced  I  was  not  to 
"  he  deluded  by  his  forgeries,  freed  me 
«<  once  for  all  from  his  company! 

"  He  was  no  fooner  gonCf  but  I 
«  blamed  my  too  great  ^verit^i  the 
«  Qiecioos  pretence  under  which  he 
«  veiled  his  wicked  defigns  prefented 
**  hielf  again.  **  What  a  wretch  am 
**  I,  if  Inave  wronged  him  I  Perhaps 
«  he  really  loves  me;  perhaps  he  tells 
«  the  truth :  ftay,  charmer.  Til  clear 
^  thefe  frightful  doubts."^  I  thought  of 
**  a  thoufand  .ways  to  lay  open  this  in- 
•*  terefting  myftery ;  but,  alas  t  what  I 
"  bad  beaiid  proved  but  too  true!  I 
^«  chanced  to  meet  with  one  of  the  un- 
««  happy  inibsnces  of  his  too  fuccefsful 
**  villainy;  ihe  convinced  me  I  had 
**  placed  my  afiedions  on  a  raonller.  t 
*'  ofen  bluihed  to  think  of  my  narrow 
**  elcape,  but  ftill  loved  him  to  excefs, 
**  and  fuflered  cruelly  on  that  account. 
*>  Time  might,  it  is  true,  have  worn 
**  out  my  paffion,  had  not  his  beha- 
**  viour  to  me  about  a  week  fince  put  the 
**  finiibing  ftroke  to  a  wretched  life. 

**  For  S>  lately  was  it,  that  a  pei  fon 
*«  exceedingly  well  drefled  came  inio 
"  mv  chamber }  he  enquired  if  I  was 
•*  Maiian^f  siiwl  brine  anfwered  I  was 
*'  the  peribn,  **  Wottld  to  God/*  faid 
*«  he,  **  anoAer  had  been  employed  on 
••  this  occafion!  yoor  countenance  at 
**  firft  figbt  gains  one  over  to  you.  My 
"  Land  Marqiiit  of  — ^  to-morrow  is 
«»  CO  foacry  Mifc  -— .^    This  young 


'*  lady  has  beard  of  icvtral  anoun  of 
**  her  intended  fponfe  i  among  the  rt(k, 
'*  ihe  has  been  informed,  that  he  baa 
**  converfed  with  vou  as  a  wife,  and 
**  iome  do  not  fticK  to  fay  he  was  pr»« 
**  vately  married  to  you.  This  has  oc- 
**  cafioncd  a  demur  i  the  lady  will  go 
**  no  farther  in  this  a^ir,  till  ihe  re<> 
"  ceives  entire  (atisfaAion  on  this  points 
"  a  per(bn  will  come  from  hertovoa 
'*  for  an  anfwer,  on  which  this  marriage 
"  abfolutely  depends.  The  marquis  hat 
'*  fwom  he  is  a  llrangcr  to  your  bed* 
"  but  (he  refules  to  rely  on  his  protefta* 
**  tion,  and  has  given  htm  to  under* 
"  iland,  that  if  ne  has  deceived  yoii» 
"  as  Aie  is  informed,  that  the  match 
**  muft  be  broke  oiT.  The  marquis, 
**  who  doats  on  her,  is  in  the  utmoft 
"  conilemation,  and  fends  me  to  aflbre 
«*  vou,  that  if  you  prove  an  obftacle  to 
**  his  deiigns,  and  refufe  to  behave  on 
**  this  occafion  as  is  proper,  he  will  find 
«  a  place  for  you  where  you  may  re« 
**  pent  your  obftinacy  at  leifure,  and 
"  that— ~**  ••  Go,  go.  Sir !''  replied 
"  I,  interrupting  him,  and  provoked  at 
*'  fuch  menaces  ^  •*  tell  him,  who  hat 
**  honoured  you  with  fuch  a  notable 
"  commiffion,  I  fcorn  him  too  much  to 
««  concern  myielf  with  his  new  engage* 
**  ments}  however,  I  could  not  have 
**  imagined,  that  after  having  been  guil- 
*'  ty  of  ib  many  im|x>ihires,  with  which 
'M  am  better  acauainted  than  he  thinks 
**  for,  he  ihottld  crown  the  work  with 
**  a  ihameful  threatening  meflage  to 
**  a  young  perfon  he  had  ofiirred  to 
**  marry."  Saying  this,  I  turned  my 
**  back  upon  the  gentleman,  who  went 
^*  away  much  aftoniihed  at  my  haughty 
**  behaviour. 

**  But,  vain  haughtinefs,  ufelefs  out- 
**  fide  appearance!  A  thoufand  timet 
"  was  I  torn  to  pieces  v^ith  bitter  regret, 
"  too  plainly  convincing  me  of  the  ex- 
*■  cefsof  mypaifion.  M/ lover  gone 
"  for  ever  ?  I  am  not  only  abandoned, 
**  but  even  facriiiced  to  a  nval{  nay,  in« 
•<  fulted  and  trampled  on  by  his  unge- 
<<  nerous  and  outrageous  menaces  ( 
"  This  it  is,  dear  mother,  that  thus 
'<  preys  upon  me,  and  has  reduced  me 
««  to  fooh  a  woeful  condition.  What  is 
*'  the  whole  world  to  me  ?  the  marquis 
<*  is  married,  and  all  is  over  P* 

*  Her  tears  put  an  end  to  this  melan- 

'  choly  relation.  I  endeavoured  to  com* 

<  fort  her,  and  reilore  her  health  j  but 

'  the  illnefs  increafing,  about  ten  days 

E  *  afirt- 
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*  afterwardt  flie  fpoke  to  me  in  the  fol- 

<  lowing  manner,  and  that  with  a  pre- 

*  fence   of  mind  which  furprized  me, 

<  overwhelmed  as  I  was  with  tears,  and 

<  holding  her  in  my  arms. 

*  f*  My  hour  approaches,**  faid  fhe, 
<<  and  we  muft  part.  I  find  I  have  not 
««  long  to  live :  comfort  yourfelf,  my 
**  dear  mother,  and  don*t  opprefs  me 
<«  with  your  forrow.  Nature  is  too  apt 
**  to  (hrinkiAthis  conflifl:  add  not  the 
<*  weight  your  tendemefs  will  occafion  $ 
.«<  but  if  you  love  me,  refrain  giving 
-**  me  fo  many  marks  of  it  $  they  (hake 
«  that  fteadinefs  which  now  I  ttand  in 
.**  need  of  more  than  ever.  Have  re- 
.<«  courfe  to  God,  and  befeech  him  in 
••  my  behalf)  in  his  mercy  I  place  my 
^  truft :  above  ail,  thank  nim  for  hav- 
*•  ing  preferved  my  innocence  through 
♦*  fo  many  dangers.  What  a  comfort ! 
««  That  treafure,  at  leaft,  I  (hall  carry 
**  to  the  next  life.  Let  me  conjure 
**  you,  in  the  name  of  God,  to  leave 
*«  me  to  myfclf  during  thole  precious 
*'  moments  he  is  ftill  pleafed  to  allow 
«*  me,  that  1  may  employ  them  wholly 
«'  in  the  gre-At  affair  of  falvation,  Re- 
**  ceivethis  laft  kifs,  and  pafdon  theun- 
*«*  eafmefs  I  give  you.   Farcwcl,  dear 

**  mother,  you  move  me  too  much!** 
'  Saying  this,  fhe  turned  her  head  away, 
'  and  would  not  bedifturbed  afterwards. 

*  She  died  as  ftie  lived;  that  is,  in  fuch 
'  fentiments  of  piety,  as  afford  me  a  fin- 
<  gular  eonfolatioD.  After  Tome  time,  I 

*  fubmitted  myfelf  to  the  Divine  Provi- 
•^.  dence.     Alas!  it  colt  me  dear,  and 

*  docs  Hill  every  day  of  my  life.' 
Mariana*8  mother  wept  bitterly  in 

concluding  this  mournful  hiftory.  1 
was  much  moved,  and  cried  very  hear- 
tily. The  favourable  ojTinion  fhe  had 
•of  me,  was  conllderably  increafed  by 
.feeinc  fuch  marks  of  my  tender  affe£lion, 
and  me  exnreifed  as  much  in  a  very  fin- 
ccre  manner.  Reiie6^ions  naturally  fuc- 
cceded,  which  confirmed  me  more  and 
more  in  a  iteady  adherence  to  vutue  :  I 
could  not  forbear  thinking  this  relation 
was  defigned  as  a  prefervative  againfl  the 
dangers  to  which  my  innocence  would 
beexpofed  at  Paris. 

Wereached  Valvin$,and  meeting  with 
the  convenicncy  mmtioned  before,  we 
agreed  with  the  wnggoner  for  my  fare. 
The  old  woman  and  I  embraced  each 
other  with  great  aflfe^lion,  promtfing  a 
mutual  correfpondence  for  the  future. 

I  was  no  fooner  alone  in  the  waggon, 


but  I  gave  a  loofb  to  many  a  melancfio* 
!y  refleaion.  'Heavens!*  faid  I  tm 
myfclf,  *  what  am  I  doing  ?  what  will 

*  become  of  me?  What  will  people 
'  think  ?  what  will  my  mother    fay  t 

*  What !  can  I  leave  a  mother  bewail- 
'*  ing  my  abfence  at  this  very  inibnt  f 

*  No,  no;  I'll  go  no  farther,*  cried  !» 
all  in  tears  ;  *  I  had  better  undei^o  the 

<  reproaches  I  fo  much  dread,  than  ex- 

*  pole  myfclf  again  to  thofc  very  dan- 

*  gers  I  have  fonappily  efcaped.    Yes» 

<  dear  mother,  had  I  never  left  you^ 

*  but  had  remained  under  your  eve,  I 

*  fhould  not  this  day  be  involved  in  lb 

<  many  difficulties.* 

This  made  a  deen  impreffion ;  I  re- 
folved  to  return  to  tne  village,  and  ra- 
ther fubmit  my  vanity'  to  the  greateft 
humiliation,  than  be  thus  wanting  in  my 
duty  to  my  parents.  I  was  jutt  gbine 
to  bid  the  waggoner  fet  me  down,  and 
was  a6lually  preparing  to  alight,  when 
I  faw  a  man  ridmgfml  fpeed  af^er  usj 
my  mind  mifgave  me :  out  how  great 
was  my  furprize  when  I  could  di(tingui{h 
his  face,  and  difcovered  it  was  the  che- 
valier D*Elbieux  !  I  trembled,  as  well 
I  might,  from  head  to  foot,  and  imme- 
diately hid  myfclf  under  a  coverlet  that 
was  defigned  to  keep  me  from  the  rain : 
I  lay  thus  perdue  above  an  hour,  with- 
out the  leaft  motion.  At  laft  I  grew  im- 
patient, and  not  being  able  to  bear 
the  cruel  incertitude  any  longer,  I  lifted 
up  the  corner  of  the  coverlet.  Heavens! 
what  fhould  I  fee  but  the  chevalier  ftill 
following  the  waggon,  and  holding  a 
difcourfe  with  hira  that  drove  it.  What 
a  fituation  was  I  in !  Which  way  ihould 
.  T  turn  myfelf  in  this  diftrefs !  I  knew 
him  too  well,  not  to  apprehend  the  worft 
of  extremities  from  his  brutality.  How 
fhould  he  come  this  way  ?  Who  fhould 
direft  him  hither  ?  What  might  I  not 
expeft,  if  he  knew  I  was  fo  near  him. 

This  racking  myftery  ft>on  cleared 
up ;  another  young  gentleman  came 
galloping  up  to  the  chevalier.    «  I  have 

*  had  no  better  fucccfs  than  you,'  faya 
he,  calling  out  as  he  came  towards  us  ; 

*  1  can  hear  nothing  of  what  we  zx% 

*  looking  for.'  Monfieur  D'Elbieux 
only  put  his  finger  on  his  mouth,  and 
pointed  to  the  waggon.  This  fign  im- 
plied a  great  deal,  for  it  plainly  ftiewed 
where  1  lay  hid.  When  he  came  u{> 
with  us,  *  Take  hoed,*  faid  the  cheva- 
lier to  him  in  a  low  voice,  *  we  have 

*  her 5   fhe  can't  cfcapc  this  bout:    1 

•  don*t 
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'  doD^tkiiowwhatititybotihe  fufpca* 
'  femething)  you  fee  bow  flic  hides  her« 
'  bW  The  winding  of  the  road  pre- 
vented me  hearing  any  more.  God  was 
pkar<ad  to  infpire  me  a  contrivance  for 
daping.  Heaven  never  forfakes  the 
inaocent. 

In  about  half  an  hour  after  this,  the 
waggon  drove  into  the  wood  again.  The 
itmembjaocc  of  what  I  had  there  betn 
opoTcd  to  threw  me  into  a  fit  of  tremb- 
ling. The  road  happened  to  be  very 
bad|  the  depth  of  the  ruts  made  it  ex> 
ceediflg  troublefome  riding.  This  forced 
tbegeatlemcn  to  quit  the  great  road,  and 
ftrike  into  a  path,  fo  as  to  leave  part  of 
t}ie thicket  between  them  and  the  wag- 
gcD«  Such  an  opportunity  was  not  to 
be  }oft ;  but  as  I  apprehended  the  wae- 
goccr,  by  his  flow  driving,  to  be  in  the 
ieciet,  I  couJd  expert  no  afliftance  from 
him.  There  hung  over  the  road  feveral 
large  boughs }  one  of  thefe  I  laid  hold 
of,  and  the  waggon  driving  from  under 
me,  I  climbed  into  a  large  thick  tree, 
(vllf  refolved  to  hide  myfelf  there  till 
I  might  venture  to  make  off.  The  road 
here  was  ftraight,  and  I  could  fee  a  long 
vay  before  me. 

I  was  fbon  convinced  of  what  impor- 
tauce  it  was,  not  to  let  Hip  the  oppor- 
tonity  Heaf  en  had  put  into  my  hands. 
I  could  fee  the  waggon  at  fome  diftance, 
whh  the  horfemen  clofe  by  it :  the  wag- 
goaer  retired,  and  the  gentlemen  quitted 
their  faorfes.  One  of  Siem,  but  which  I 
could  not  diicem,  got  upon  the  car- 
liaaj  he  lifts  up  the  coverlet,  and  feems 
nStf  fmnpfiKd  not  to  find  me  there, 
boikiog  aooot^on  all  fides.  He  jumps 
dcwn  again,  they  both  mount  their 
horfes,  feem  to  confer  together,  and 
then  ride  off,  taking  different  roads. 

I  was  fully  determined  not  to  leave  my 
pofl,  till  I  was  fure  of  not  falling  into 
their  bands  a  fecond  time.  Two  hours 
were  pafled  and  nothing  appeared.  I 
began  to  be  in  good  heart,  when  I  heard 
foQKbody  fay,  'It  is  to  no  purpofe  to 
'  ftarch  for  her  at  fuch  a  diilance  j  fhe 
'  can*t  be  gone  fo  far,  but  mufi  be  hid 

*  foroewhere  hereabouts :  let  us  look 

*  out  (harp  where  we  are  j   this  is  the 
'  place  we  loft  her  in.     Do  you  place 

*  yourfelf  where  the  roads  crofs,  and 
■  rU  fiay  upon  this  riflng  ground,  from 

*  whence  I  can  fee  a  long  way  about 

*  mc'    This  infonnation  was  of  great 
finice  tome^  as  I  fliould  otherwife  have 


ventured   down,   and  infallibly  havf, 
fallen  into  their  clutches. 

Night  drew  on  apace,  the  fun  was 
already  fet,  and  I  luffered  very  much . 
from  continuing  fo  long  in  fuch  an  un- 
eafy  pofture.  My  ftrengih,  as  well  as  pa- 
tience, was  quite  exhaufled,  when  there 
pafTed  by  a  cbaife  efcorted  by  two  horfe- 
men }  in  it  fat  a  lady  and  a  girl.  The 
moment  I  faw  them  I  refolved  to  quit . 
the  tree,  and  take  that  opportunity  of 
efcaping  the  danger  which  hung  over 
me.  But  in  puttinz  my  defign  into  exe- 
cution, had  the  iu  fortune  to  hook  the 
upper  part  of  my  gown  in  the  tree,  and 
loofmg  my  footing  at  the  fame  time,  I 
was  left  dangling  m  the  air.  The  fear 
of  falling  made  me  cry  out,  which 
brought  the  two  horfemen  attending  the 
chaife,  and  who  were  then  juft  by,  to 
my  afliftance ;  they  prefently  difengaged 
and  took  me  down.  *  Uood  God  V 
faid  one  of  them,  *  pretty  maid,  why 
'  do  you  expol*e  yourfelf  to  fuch  dan- 

*  ger  ?  You  mutt  certainly  be  very  fond 
'  of  birds,  to  run  this  hazard  in  taking 
'  their  nells .''  I  had  not  time  to  make 
any  rcplv  j  the  Chevalier  D*Blbieux, 
who  han  heard  my  voice,  was  pofting 
towards  us.  I  ran  with  all  my  force 
to  the  chaife,  which  m)r  outcries  had 
flopped,  and  calling  out  from  fome  dif- 
tance  to  the  lady,  *  Save  me,  Madara^ 
'  for  God's  fake/  I  cried,  <  a  villain 

*  offers  me  violence  V  The  lady  look- 
ed at  me  very  carneftly  whiltt  I  wat 
fpeaking;  for  my  cloaths,  though  I 
was  drcHcd  like  a  country  girl|  together 
with  my  behn.viour,  had  fomething  fo 
very  particular,  as  to  intereft  her  in  my 
behaif.  *  With  all  my  heart,  poor 
<  child,*  faid   fhe ;    *  help  her  in  i    it 

*  were  a  pity  any  mifchief  fhould  befal 

*  her.'  She  had  the  good-nature  to 
make  room  for  me  j  the  little  girl  was 
placed  in  my  lap  i;  I  began  to  take  cou- 
rage, and  the  chaife  drove  on. 

When  I  was  feated,  fhe  enquired  who 
I  was,  and  the  occafion  of  my  fears. 
I  related  all  the  particulars  with  great 
fincenty,  excepting  my  inclination  to 
the  marquis.  After  fhe  had  heard  me 
with  greatattention;  *  This  is  wickednefs 
'  with  a  vengeance  V  cried  fhe  at  the  end 
of  my  ftory,  '  and  plainly  fhews  how 
'  dangerous  is  the  company  of  men  de- 

*  ftltute  of  honour,  where  they  take 
«  a  fancy.  Mothers  ought  never  to 
<  leave  their  daughters  to  themfelves. 
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*  nor  fhould  young  girls,  wbo  value. 
'  their  charafler,  ever  take  the  leaft  ftep 
«  without  their  mother's  advice.  How- 
'  ever,  chijd,  you  have  nothing  to  fear 

♦  from  the  chevalier.  I  don*t  believe 
*■  he  dare  nioleft  you  while  I  am  by  5 

•  neither  would  ray  fervants  fuflPer  any 

*  fdch  thing,  if  he  fliould  attempt  it. 
«  The  countefs  I  am  well  acquainted 

•  with  ;  .and,  when  I  write  to  her  on 

<  this  (ubje£l,  will  reprimand  her  Ton 

•  very  fcverely,'  She  had  fcarce  done 
foeakin^,  when  I  perceived  the  cheva- 
lier ndmg  by  the  cnaire-  fide,  and  look- 
ing in  vei7  earneftly.  «  Ah,  Madam,* 
iaid   I   in  a  low  voice,  '  there  he  is, 

•  there  he  is.'—*  Don't  be  frightened,' 
i)ie  replied,  *  TH  warrant  his  ftay  will 

•  be  bpt  fliort, 

*  Chevalier  D'Elbieux,'  fays  (he,  rai- 
fing  her  voice,  *  pray  come  hither !  I 

*  am  a  particular  acquaintance  of  the 

<  countefs  your  mother  j'  and,  as  fuch, 

<  am  willing  to  give  you  a  little  good 
f  advice,'  He  no  fooner  heard  thefe 
words,  but,  giving  the  reins  and  fpurs 
to  his  horfe,  he  rc^e  away. 

'  •  Well,  Jenny,  did  not  I  tell  you 
f  hdw  it  would  be  ?'  continued  flie  5 

<  we  have  a  fair  riddance  of  him.     As 

*  to  the  reft,  make  yourfelf  eafy  j  you 

*  fhall  rsmain  with  me  till  I  have  wrote 
f  to  tlie  countefs  your  godmother,  and 

*  her  anfwer  will  determine  what  is  to 
f  be  done.' 

I  bleifed  God  very  heartily  for  this 
Jiappy  meeting.  My  proteftrefs  appear- 
ed to  be  about  forty,  was  ftiil  handfome, 
but  the  fweetnefs  of  her  temper  can  ne- 
ver be  fufficicntly  admireil,  I  ftrovc, 
by  all  the  little  ici^ices  I  could  think 
of  on  the  road,  to  endear  myfelf  to  her. . 
My  labour  was  not  thrown  away  j  by 
the  time  we  reached  Paris  I  had  gained 
not  a  little  on  her  affections. 

The  houfe  where  we  were  fet  down 
was  extremely  well  furnlfhed;  it  was 
her  own  j  and  her  name^  as  I  foon  learn- 
ed, Madame  De  G—  5  her  hu(band 
ia  receiver  in  the  exchequer.  Every 
thing  was  magnificent  |  and  the  num- 
ber of  th?ir  fervants  fpoke  their  wealth. 
The  lady  had  three  waiting  women,  be- 
fjdes  a  governefs  for  her  daughter,  who 
was  about  ten  years  old. 

Her  hufband  had  not  To  many  at- 
tendants J  his  drefs  was  very  plain  {  a 
gr^at  oeconomift'  ii)  his  family  affairs, 
but  generous  to  profufeneTs  in  regard  of 
his  private  pleaniits.' 


The  lady  introduced  me  to  him  M 
foon  as  we  arrived,  but  he  (eemed  tQ 
take  little  or  no  notice  of  what  fhe  faid 
in   mv  commendation.     *  It  is   very 

*  well,'  fays  he  5  *  how  have  you  en- 

*  joyed  your  health  in  the  country  V 
But,  without  flaying  for  her  aofwer,  he 
retired  to  his  clofet,  giving  rae  a  look, 
aj5  he  paffed  by,  which  did  not  feem  to 
be  Co  unconcerned  as  his  converfation. 

The  receiver  was  between  fifty  and 
threefcore  $  he  was  well  made,  with  an 
engaging  afpe5t.  I  found  afterwards 
he  was  very  rich,  and  much  given  to 
women  $  but  withal  fo  cautious,  that 
few  or  none  of  his  intrigues  are  come 
to  light.  Every  one  has  his  humours 
this  gentleman's  ambition  was  to  pafs 
for  one  who  had  overcome  the  commoii 
frailties  of  mankind. 

The  lady  had  wrote  to  the  coontcfs^ 
as  foon  as  we  got  home  $  I  made  it  my 
bufmefs  to  ingratiate  myfelf  more,  and 
more  to  her,  and  fhe  feemed  to  love  me 
with  great  atfeflion.  Her  daughter  was 
taught  writing  and  mufick :  the  gooc} 
lady  was  pleafed  to  order  I  fhould  make 
ufe  of  tliat  opportunity  for  my  improve- 
ment. As  my  voice  was  naturally  very 
agreeable,  it  was  foon  taken  notice  of. 
As  for  writing,  in  a  fhort  time  I  was 
able  to  hold  a  correfoondence,  which 
gave  me  no  fmali  fatisra£lion  :  for  I  wasf 
no  fooner  rid  of  my  fears,  but  all  my 
refolutions  to  forget  th^  marquis  were 
by  degrees  entirely  foi-got. 

One  morning  whillt  I  was  fludyin^ 

in  a  little  room,  which  was  allotted  to 

my  uJfc,  a  footman  of  the  lady's  came 

to  call  me  to  her ;  I  made  what  hafle  I 

•  could,   and  upon  entering   the    noom^ 

*  Sit  down,  Jenny,'  fays  fhe  j  <  I  have 

*  received  fome  letters  which  concera 

*  you,  I  am  willing  you  fhould  know 

*  their  contents.' 

She  fpoke  with  fuch  a  ferious  air,  as 
made  the  blood  run  cold  in  my  veins  z 
I  liflened  to  her  with  fear  and  trem- 
bling. 

*  This,'  continued  fhe,  '  is  froni 
«  your  godmother ;  the  countefs  fpeaks 

*  very  well  of  you,  but  fhe  informs  m.e 

*  of  Ibme  things  I   do  not  approve  of 

*  your  being  acquainted  withal  j  your 

*  heart  is  tender,  and  it  may  not  be 
<  proper  to  revive  your  former  fenti- 
«  ments.' 

This  was  more  than  fufficient  to  ex* 
cite  my  curiofityj  however,  I  diflbm- 
bled  my  eagernel's,  but  was  determined 
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tD^et  hold  of  the  letter,  that  I  might 
nriddkthis  oiyftcry. 

'  The  ocfacr,*  continued  flie,  *  it  from 
'  mT  god-daughtcTy  who   tUinks  auite 

*  oitoviie  of  her  brother  the  cheraliary 
'  with  regard  to  you  |   the   adviiet  me 

*  to  look  narrowly  to  you»  and  fays  it 

*  tikraffcAion  for  nae  ^vhich  makes 
<  iKrgire  me  this  caution.  Nlifs  D*£l- 
'  bknx  tells  me  you  are  a  great  diflem- 

*  bkr,  fery  Tain,  and  very  naalicious ; 

*  tbit  you  was  within  a  Tmall  matter  of 
'  bong  the  occaiion  of  much  mifchief  $ 

*  dial  by  your  affectation  you  had  in- 

*  vttgled  the  love  of  the  Marquis  of 
'  L.  V.  that  he  had  fought  upon  your 

*  account  j  in  fine,  that  ihe  much  ap- 
'  prehended   your    flay    in  my  houle 

*  would  he  attended  with  feme   fatal 

*  coirfiK)uence«  which»  too  late,  might 
^  nake  me  repent  I  had  ever  received 

*  jou.    That  the  Marquis  of   L.  V. 

*  tadier  to  him  who  was  wounded,  ex- 

*  chdms  bitterly   aeainft  vou,   as  the 

*  promoter  of  that  danger  his  fon*s  life 
'  was  m,  whofe  recovery  was  very  much 
'doubted/   - 

I  Ihore  exceedingly  with  myfelf>  in 
cider  to  ftifle  the  Tcaation  this  letter 
gave  me,  and  the  grief  I  conceived  at 
the  defjperate  condition  of  my  wounded 
Jovcr.  Notwithftandin^  my  endeavours, 
dke  tears  guflied  out  i  it  was  in  vain  to 
lade  them;  the  lady  too  plainly  faw 
my  trouble. 

*  You  are  in  tears,  Jenny,*  faid  (he, 
looking  ftedfaftly  at  me  ;   '  that  con- 
vinces me  one  part  of  the  letter  is 
true;  and   as  for  the  reft,  I  give  no 
credit  to  it:   the  prejudice  is  too  rank, 
and  I   plainly  (ee  my  go4-dau£bter 
has  taken  an  antipathy  to  you.  I  am 
at  a  lofs  jto  account  for  it,  as  you  ap- 
pear to  be  fweet- tempered ;  and  I  do 
not  find  the  leaft  reiemblahce  in  the 
character  fiie  has  drawni  unlels  you 
aie  the  greateft  diflbnbler  upon  earth** 
I  (bed  a  torrent  of  teairs  at  thefe  words. 
Recover  yourielf,*  faid  ihe}   '  I  did 
not  fend  for  you  to  give  you  this  un- 
eaiineft;  behave  ^Nwrielf  well,  and  I 
vnll  take  cafe  of  you .' 
I  was  going  out  of  tberooni,  when 
file  called  me  back.     <  Now  I  think  on 

*  ft,*  iays  Ihe,  *  your  father  and  mo  • 

*  filer  would  have  you  return  home: 

*  hoc  you  ihall  be  your  own  miftiefs  to 
f  go  or  fiay.*— «  Ah,  Madam  V  cried 
1|  «  ttmucliaf  Ilove  tbcm-*'  <  Well, 
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'  well,*  fays  this  amiable  ladv,  inter- 
rupting me,  '  I  (ce  you  have  (ome  reu 
'  Ions  for  not  complying  with  their  or- 

*  ders :  make  yourfelf  eafy,  you  ihall 

*  fiay  where  you  are.* 

I  retired,  auite  overcome  with  fo  much 
goodnefs.  In  going  from  her  apart- 
ment,  the  receiver  met  me.    '  What  is 

*  the  matter,  my  pretty  girl  ?*  fays  he, 
flopping  me  $  *  has  any  one  been  tak- 
'^  ing  you  to  taik  t    I  (hall  be  very  an* 

*  gry  with  my  wife  j  for,  except  her, 
'  nobody  here  dare  ufe  you  ill.    But  be 

*  comforted,  I  will  put  things  upon  • 
<  better  footing }  I  have  been  thinking 
'  fome  time  of  making  your  fortune.* 
— *  I  am  much  oblig^  to  you,  Sir,' 
anfwered  I  j  *  your  lady*s  being  pleafed 

*  to  bear  with  me,  demands  a  greater 
'  return  then  I  can  poflibly  make.  I 
'  have  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  be 

*  fatisfied  with  her  goodnefs/—'  Not 

*  too  much  of  that,  I  believe/  fays  hcj 

*  you  would  fcarce  cry  for  notntngs 
'  fome  other  time  I  ihtall  enquire  far* 

*  ther  into  this  matter}  we  are  not  in  a 
'  proper  place  to  talk  any  longer ;  fare* 

*  wel.*  Saying  this,  he  fqueezed  my 
hand,  and  went  to  his  lady. 

I  was  no  long^  Co  dull  of  apprehen- 
iion  as  not  to  know  the  meaning  of 
words  i  and  plainly  perceived  I  was  in 
favour  with  the  gentleman.  This  made 
me  very  uneafy,  left  his  tafte  in  this 
particular  ihould  claih  with  my  happy 
iituation. 

I  returned  to  my  chamber,  mufing 
on  what  had  pafied,  and  very  much 
reienting  the  behaviour  of  Mademoi- 
felle  D'Elbieux.  I  was  taken  up  in 
contriving  means  for  getting  the  letter 
which  had  not  been  read  to  me }  the 
mention  made  in  it  of  the  marquis  was 
alone  too  great  a  temptation  to  be  re- 
filled. It  was  locked  up  in  a  drawer, 
and  I  often  watched  an  opportunity  to 
lay  hold  of  it. 

The  Sunday  following  I  compleated 
my  defign,  whilft  the  lady  was  at  church) 
for,  having  overftayed  the  time,  (he  for- 
got her  keys  in  the  hu^ry.  Openine 
the  drawer  I  found  the  letters,  which 
I  carried  off  to  my  own  chamber,  and 
read  them  very  haftily. 

The  firtl  was  that  from  Mademoiielle 
D*Elbieux :  as  much  concerned  as  I 
was  in  it,  I  ran  it  over  very  flighdy  j 
that  of  the  countefs  was  of  greater  con«t 
icquence* 
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I  read  itfeveral  times.  She  fpoke  of 
ine  in  very  favourable  terms,  excepring 
where  (he  mentioned  her  fufpicion  of  an 
underilandin^  between  the  marquis  and 
me.  She  f<tid  her  Ton  had  wounded  him 
dangeroufly  with  a  piilol  bullet ;  that 
feveral  reports  had  been  fprcad  in  the 
'  country  concerning  the  affair;  but  that 
ilxc  had  unravelled  the  whole,  by  the 
means  qf  an  old  fervant,  whom  die  bad 
intruded  with  the  care  of  my  education; 
that  notwid  I  (landing  the  marquis  was 
vciy  rcfervcd,  as  to  the  grounds  of  the 
quand,  yet  his  perplexity  at  not  know- 
ing what  was  become  of  me,  plainly 
dil'covered  the  violence  of  his  paflion  \ 
that  fue  had  thought  lierfclf  under  an 
indirpenfible  obligation  of  cautioning  the 
marquis's  father,  her  paiiicular  friend, 
to  provide,  in  cafe  bis  Ton  (hould  reco- 
ver, againlt  the  confequence  of  fuch  an 
amour ;  an  affair  of  the  greater  con- 
cern, as  (lie  thought  me  virtuous,  and 
my  lover  a  man  of  honour. 

The  letter  concluded  with  advi(ing 
my  being  lent  back  to  my  parents ;  that 
my  charms  might  in  timeoccafion  much 
mifchief ;  and  that,  if  (he  thought  of 
keeping  me  with  her,  it  would  be  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  to  prevent  my  ever  fee- 
ing the  marquis. 

I  bewailed  the  condition  of  that  dear 
inan,  and  yet  did  not  difapprove  of  the 
cautions  given  on  this  occaiion  ;  I  even 
rei'olved  to  turn  them  to  ray  own  ad- 
vantage. What  I  had  read  convinced 
me  of  the  little  (hefs  that  was  to  b;.-  laid 
on  fo  unequal  an  engagement.  I  folded 
lip  the  letters,  and  carried  them  back 
in  a  great  hurry ;  one  moment  later,  J 
bad.  been  catched  in  the  fa£l,  the  receiver 
coming  in  jult  as  I  was  leaving  his 
lady's  apartment. 

•  O !  you  are  hpre,  are  you  V  fays 
he,  *  Well,  pretty  Jtnny,  is  there  any 
*  thing  troubles  you  now  ?'  The  co- 
)ot»r  my  apprehenfion  occadoned,  the 
c-»p.iicniation  I  was  in,  all  together  fet 
we  o(i  to  an  advantage.  That  air  of 
^durance  mod  women  are  fond  of,  is 
f.u-  from  being  always  a  charm  ;  and  I 
have  fmce  heard  the  men  acknowledge, 
tliat  however  fond  they  may  be  of  i he 
fex,  they  are  more  taken  with  a  modeit 
and  icitrved  carriage  than  that  forward 
free  bdiaviour. 

Monfieur  De  G—  was  juft  then  aa 
iuUancc  of  this  remark,  by  extol  !ing  me» 
at  lead  in  appearance,  beyond  fuch  as  I 
have  jud  now  mentioned.     <  £ut,'  fays 
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he,  '  you  make  me  no  anfwer.    Do  yoa . 

*  dand  in  any  awe  of  me  ?  If  you  do,  it  is 

*  wrong  judged.  I  am  more  your  frieod 

<  than  you  imagine}  for  it  is  owing 

<  to  me  that  my  wife,  without  know- 

*  ing  my  inclinations,   (hews  you  fo 

*  great  a  regard.'  Indeed,  foon  after. 
I  came  thither,  I  had  a  fattin  gown, 
given  me  :  the  lady's  women  were  very. 
fond  of  me  ;  tliey  taught  me  how  to  be- 
have, and  their  indru£lions  -were  not 
lod,  aa  girls  are  ready  enough  in  learn- 
ing fuch  ledbns.  <  I  had  my  reaibns»* 
continued  Monfieur  De  G— ,  *  or  L, 

*  (hoald  have  ordered  your  cloaths  my- 
'  felf,  which  would  nave  been  after  it 

<  much  genteeler  mode;  but  we  mutt. 
(  have  a  regard  to  the  circumdance  oF 
^  time,    which  you  may   make  more 

*  fuitable  whcnfocver  you  pleafe.  When 

*  fay  you,  Jenny?    Shall  I  reckon  yoi* 

*  in  the  number  of  my  friends  ?'— *  X 

*  could  not  wifli  for  any  thing  better, 
\  Sir/  I  replied  at  lad,  yrithout  know* 
ing  the  extent  of  that  word,  *  Aye^ 
'  now  you  (beak  T  continued  he.  *■  You 

*  are  love  itfelf ;  upon  this  condition 
'  you  (hall  be  as  happy  as  a  queen. 

<  Adieu  \  I  am  apprehenfive  my  wife  i& 

*  coming  iUf  and  would  not  for  the 
^  world  (he  (hould  furprize  us  tc^tber  i 

*  as  die  is  extremely  apt  to  be  jealous^ 

*  this  would  be  fu(Bcient  to  make  her 
*•  run  mad.    Be  upon  your  guard,  and 

<  take  care  not  to  drop  the  lead  hint  of 

*  this  to  any  one.'  I  dood  like  a  da- 
tue,  after  hearing  fuch  a  difcourfe :  Ma- 
dame De  G— ,  who  jud  then  came, 
found  me  in  that  condition.    *  What 

*  was  you  doing  heiif  ?'  fays  (he.  *  My 

*  hu(band  went  from  hence  but  now  \ 
'  what    has    he  been   faying  to  you  \ 

*  Methinks  you  are  thoughtful :  there 
'  is  fomcthing  more  than  ordinary  in 

*  it.  Come,  tell  me  what  has  paded  : 
'  my  hud)nnd  is  amorous ;  I  will  lay  a 

<  wager  he  is  in  love  with  you,  and  has 

*  been  telling  you  as  much.'—*  With 

*  me,  Madam!'  replied  I.  •  Don't  tell 
'  me  any  lyes,'  continued  (he,  throw«. 
ing  herfelf  into  an  eafy^ chair;  *  lam 

*  not  angry  with  you  j  but  if  you  con- 
'  ceal  any  thing,  we  (ball  be  no  longer 

<  friends.*—-*  I  can  eafily  fatisfy  you^ 

*  Madam,*  I  replied.  *  It  is  true,  Mon<- 

*  fieur  De  G— —  has  fay  fome  obliging 

*  things  to  me ;  but  I  imagined  it  waa 

*  only  in  confequence  of  the  favoura 

*  for  which  I  am  beholden  to  you.'--- 

*  Mighty  well !'  cried  the  lady,  inter- 

rupting 
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iiptiagmc:  'that  is  to  fay,  he  will 

*  loft  jou  for  my  fake.  But  let  me 
'karwfaathefaid/ 

UpMthfs,  I  rqieated  word  for  word 
Itts  vbok  <fifcourie :  only  I  ftopped 
iiort  wfaeic  he  propofed  being  my  friend; 
tipoD  foood  uioughts  I  had  gueffisd 
am  nnrch  it  imported.  The  more  I 
Wtiitd,  Ac  more  her  coriofity  wat 
niW.  <  Well,  and  what  anfwcr  did 
'yoQiiiake?'  {aid  flie  very  ferioufly. 
i  f^wated  my  words.     *  And  what  did 

*  fefey  to  that?'  continued  (he.   «  Ah, 

*  Ahtei!  what  very  much  fnrprized 

*  me,'  oifweredl,  *  and  convinced  me 
M  did  not  rightly  underftand  the  ex- 
'  pRiSon  he  had  uled.'  I  then  related 
Ac  reft  of  his  difcourfe,  and  /he  mufed 
^  it  a  tittle. 

*  Your  tender  years  plead  a  pardon 
'  fcr  yoor  anfwer,'  faid  fhe  j  •  but  do 

*  Jon  know  to  what  you  have  obliged 
'  jODffelf  ?  By  Tirtue  of  what  you  faid, 
'  my  hniband  will  iecure  your  perfon  ; 
'  jouaie  hisj  and  in  that  cafe  honour, 
'  itputatioDy  and  all  is  gone.*— <  God 

*  fiorbtdl*  cried  I,  interrupting  her,  and 
'  alarmed  at  what  I  heard  }  *  my  heart 

*  •wild  break,  to  think  I  had  given 

*  Ike  leaft  occafion  to  anv  fiich  thing.* 
— '  I  believe  it,'  replied  the  lady  j  *  and 

*  jm  have  done  very  well  in  giving  me 

*  this  detail ;  otherwife  you  might  nave 

*  been  fataHy  engaged,  without  fufpe£V- 

*  iogany  ill,  till  it  had  been  too  late  to 

*  prevent  it.  Therefore  look  to  it,  Jen- 

*  By»  and  for  the  future  do  nothing 

*  without  confulting  me.  The  dangers 
'  yott  hwe  already  efcaped,  ought  to 

*  soke  you  more  circumfpe6t  than  an- 
•odw/ 

The  lady's  difcourfe  had  too  great 
»  appearance  of  truth,  not  to  make  a 
*ep  impreifion.  I  was  foon  convinced 
J»  was  not  mtilaken  in  what  Ihe  had 
Mdj  and  I  had  great  reafon  to  think 
*yfelf  happy  under  the  dirc^ion  of  Co 
ftiiftU  a  guide.  ^ 

Two  days  after  this,  one  of  the  lady's 
•"WMHi  for  whom  I  bad  a  pariicular 
*fip«in,  came  to  roy  chamber  :  *  What ! 
'  in  hed    ftill,    lazy   one  ?'    faid  flic. 

*  Come^  rife  and  drefs  yourfelf;  I  am 

*  going  out,  and  you  muft  go  with  me.' 
•^  With  all  my  heart,'  anfwercd  I, 
8**ng  up  i  *  if  you  had  given  me  the 

*  Icaft notice  overnight,  I  fliould  have 

*  been  ready  before  this.'—*  There  is 

*  no  harm  done,*  anfwcred  ihe;  « it  is 


*  not  late :  however,  get  ready  as  faft 

•  as  you  can.' 

This  fervant  could  not  be  lefs  than 
fixty  years,  forty  of  which  (he  had  puflT- 
ed  in  the  family,  where  fljc  was  very 
much  refpe^led  t  I  made  my  cuurt  to 
her  from  the  beginning,  for  I  foon  per- 
ceived flie  was  the  govtunante  of  the 
houfe,  and  that  nothing  was  tranfafled 
but  what  had  her  approbation.  I  had 
the  greater  reafon  to  be  fond  of  her, 
having  one  day  overheard  her  fpeak 
much  in  my  behalf  to  her  lady,  prevail* 
ing  upon  her  to  keep  me,  when  Ihe  had 
thoughts  of  fending  me  away.  X  never 
let  her  know,  that  I  wat  fenfible  what 
obligations  I  had  to  her,  but  ftrove  by 
every  thing  in  my  power  to  make  a 
fui table  retuin. 

Wc  went  in  a  hackney-coach  to  a 
filk  mercei's  in  St.  Honore's  ftreet.  She 
confulted  me  upon  fome  floweRdda« 
maik}  I  gave  my  opinion  of  what  I 
liked,  and  flie  fixed  upon  the  piece  I 
had  fancied.  She  called  for  fome  gowns 
fit  for  autumn  and  fpring;  ttill  I  wat 
confulted,  and  fpoke  my  mind  with  the 
fame  franknefs  as  before. 

She  bought  three  gowns,  beiides  a 
bed-gown.  From  thence  we  drove  to 
a  fempftrcfs,  where  fhe  bought  a  dozen 
fine  laced  (hifrs,  and  a  dozen  plain  ones, 
with  other  linen  fuitable. 

From  thence  we  went  to  the  Pr.I  .Is; 
here  {he  bouj^ht  head- clothes,  tij'^tts, 
ribbands,  and  other  like  attire. 

We  went  back  to  two  or  three  other 
diFtrcnt  Jlicps,  for  ftockin^s,  gloves, 
&:c.  at  lalt  we  alighted  at  St.  Ruch't 
B.ink,  and  were  ccniUi^ted  to  an  apsrt- 
n.ciit,  not  very  large  iiuictd,  but  nobly 
fviiniihctl. 

Tha  old  fervant  I  n^^nliont-d,  Lrinight 
tnhlc-iin^a}  a  footii  an,  who  by  the 
lively  J  knew  belonged  to  tlic  receiver, 
camt  in  }  he  laid  the  cloth  very  r.eatly, 
and  then  i aired.  " 

I  ftarcd,  not  being  able  to  compre- 
hen.i  wh::t  all  this  meant :  fnr  from  fu- 
Ipcaing  any  thing,  I  w:i.s  with  a  perfon 
of  fome  confideration,  one  that  I  look- 
ed upon  as  a  lecond  millicfa  j  my  want 
of  niiilru.^  on  tliis  occnhon  was  not  at 
all  hianieable. 

About  hTJt'an  honrnftcrwnrds,  feme- 
body  knocked  at  the  door.  The  fo^^- 
m;K.  brought  up  a  yoiir.:^  woman  with 
hc(v,i-petticonts.  My  direLlrLfc  Inving 
dioic  cnc  of  the  handfonitli  j  *  Corv.c,' 
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lays  fhtf  <  kt  u«  ((£  how  this  will  fit 

*  you/  I  put  off  my  gown,  it  was 
tried  on,  and  I  thought  it  no  fmall  ad- 
dition towards  a  graceful  appearance ; 
a  fccret  complacency  arofe  when  I  view- 
ed myfelf  in  the  glafs,  and  faw  I  was 
not  a^all  defplfabie. 

My  vanity  was  difcovered  by  ray  di- 
reflrefs.  *  You  aVe  not  miftaken,  pretty 

*  Jenny,   in  thinking  yourfelf  hand- 

*  fome,'  fays  (he  j  *  you  are  very  love- 

*  hr }  I  muft  have  the  pleafure  of  dref- 
«  nng  your  head  according  to  mv  fancy.' 
As  I  was  not  againlt  it,  fie  fell  to  curl- 
ing my  halr^  and  then  put  me  on  one  of 
the  bought  heads  j  only  to  try  it,  (he 
faid.  I  made  great  diniculty  when  we 
came  to  the  red.    *  You  arc  a  fimple- 

*  ton,'  cried  (he;  *  don't  you  fee  it  is 

*  only  for  divcriion  ?  We  have  nothing 
>  to  do  now  but  only  to  adorn  theie 

*  little  ears :  ^and  for  that,  too,  we  have 
«  the  good  luck  to  be  provided.'  Upon 
this  (he  pulled  out  her  purfe,  which 
feemed  to  be  none  of  the  lighted,  from 
whence  (lie  took  a  paper  containing  a 
pair  of  brilliant  ear-rings.  *  What  do 
«  you  think  of  them?' — *  Exceeding 
«  fine,'  anfwered  I.     '  Well,  then,  let 

*  us  fee  if  they  become  you  as  well  as 
'  *  the  reft.*  I  viewed  myfelf  j  the  al- 
teration was  fo  great,  that  through  fur- 
prize  I  was  liot  able  to  fpeak.  And, 
indeed,  Jenny  was  no  morej  a  well- 
made  young  lady,  killingly  handfome, 
had  taken  her  place  5  the  red  gave  new 
lulbe  to  my  eyes  5  and,  to  fpeak  the 
truth,  I  thought  myfelf  tranfcendently 
charming. 

Let  me  be  indulged  in  this  fally  of 
vanity ;  efpecially  as  I  am  a  woman. 
Whe;i  Monfieur  De  La  Valle,  the  for- 
tunate peafant,  placed  his  perfonal  merit 
in  fo  ftrong  a  light,  I  who  am  fpeaking 
was  not  dilgufted  at  it :  I  a(k  but  the  fame 
favour  at  the  hands  of  the  publick. 

Whilft  I  was  thus  taken  u]|  with  the 
contemplation  of  my  own  dear  fclf,  a 
mantua-makcrcamein.  <Come,Mifs,* 
faid  my  dircftrefs,  *  put  off  your  gown, 

*  that  your  mcafure  may  be  taken: 
«  your  deaths  will  be  made  to  admira- 

*  tion.    Mrs.  Pagoile  has  the  beft  hand 

*  in  France  for  fetting  off  an  handfome 

*  woman.'  Thus  far  I  had  not  the 
leaft  fufpicion  :  but  the  taking  my  mea- 
fure,  and  thefe  exprelfions,  opened  my 
eyes{  at  once  I  faw  clearly  into  the 
whole  affair.    '  O  heavens  V  faid  I  to 


myfelf,  <  I  am  hetraysd!'  I  had  not 
ftrength  to  reafon  any  farther. 

By  this  time  they  had  undrefled  me^ 
and  the  mantua-maker  was  bufy  in  tak- 
ing the  meafure,  but  with  an  air  that 
had  a  mixture  of  forrow  and  compaf- 
fion.  I  faid  nothin?,  quite  at  a  lofa 
how  to  evade  the  mi(chief  that  threaten « 
ed  me.  The  Chevalier  D'Elbieux'a 
behaviour  was  too  frefli  in  my  memory^ 
not  to  make  me  dread  every  thing  that 
had  the  leaft  appearance  of  that  kind.  I 
recommended  myfelf  to  God»  who  cer- 
tainly dire£led  me  on  this  occa(ipn. 

I  pretended  a  defire  of  being  left  alone 
a  few  minutes  on  a  certain  account* 
The  wicked  dire£befs,  for  fuch  I  began 
to  think  her,  told  me  there  lyas  no  one 
thei%  with  whom  I  might  not  make  free. 
But  I  appeared  fo  naturally  a(haiiicd» 
as  in  ti-uth  I  was,  that  (he  crifd  out, 
'  Let  her  have  her  way ;  (he  is  a  mere 

<  child,  and  every  trifle  ftartles  her ;  iu 

*  time  (he  will  know  better.' 

The  moment  they  were  gone  out  of 
the  room,  with  my  pencil,  on  a  fcrap  of 
paper,  I  wrote  the  following  note. 

*  T  E  N  N  Y  is  undone,  Madam,  un- 
J   '  lefs  you  fnatch  her  from  the  pre- 

*  cipice,  on/whofe  brink  (he  ftands. 

*  -Want  of  time,  prevents  her  faying  any 
'  moi-e.' 

This  I  direaed  for  Madame  De 
G  I  had  already  contrived  hovr 

to  fend  it :  the  niantua-maker^s  beha*- 
viour  convinced  me  (he  was  virtuoufly 
inclined  j  (he  having  frequeutly  fighed 
when  (he  looked  at  me.  Whilff  (he  was 
employed  in  folding  up  the  things,  I  ap- 
proached her,  under  (ome  pretence,  and 
flipped  the  note  into  her  hand,  telling 
her  at  the  fame  time,  if  (he  had  the  leaft 
regard  for  virtue,  as  I  believed  (he  had, 
(he  muft  carry  that  note  immediately^ 
as  direfled,  and  God  would  reward  her. 

I  found  I  had  no  time  to  lofe  ^  one 
moment  more  had  been  too  lates  the 
door  opened,  and  who  (houid  come  in 
but  Monfieur  De  G— «- 1  Although, 
after  what  had  paffed,  I  might  reaion- 
ably  expect  him,  yet  I  was  thunder- 
ftruck  at  his  appearance,  and  looked 
like  death  itfclf .     •  What  a  charming 

*  creature !'  cried  he,  not  obfervingmy 
perplexity ;  *  I  was  not  miftaken ;    is 

<  there  any  thing  can  furpafs  this !'  He 
came  up  to  me,  and  viewed  me  on  all 

fides. 


rffE  foAtttwAtfe  'tbtsnfktMAlB.       ^tt 


^les;  (thi  odicfo  lef^  the  room  at  his 
^maogm.}     *  Weil,  my  diarmerj  you 
~  are  not  dili>haifed  with  your  condi* 
tioe,  i  kope  ?   Is  not  the  mafltr^s  ibr- 
tke  as  ^ooct  as  the  miftrels't  t    But 
all  this  ia  nothing  in  companTon  of 
whit  is  to  collie.    The  firft  moment 
I  heir  foiji,  I  pronounced  yoti  h^ippyi 
Cone,  my  prrfty  creatrire,  why  woD*t 
yoa  talk  with  me  f    You  are  melan- 
dioly}  what  ia  the  matter^    Do  you 
tancf  aanr  thing    '    you  need  only 
ibeak.    Someiewd?  perhaps  a  ring  ? 
AcoBpcof  thiai  it  is  voors/ 
Saying  iliiay  he  tooK  a  fine  diamond 
fron  hta  finger,  and  presented  it;  but  I 
'draft  it  afide.     How  great  is  the  con- 
Moa  of  a  virtuout  young  woman  in 
liieh  circttrnftancea !     *  Let  me  alone. 
Sir/  iadd  I  at  laft;  *  keep  your  pre- 
laws to  yourlelf)  they  are  infedious. 
Little  did  I  txped  fiich  iaTours,  and 
nnidi  lets  an  adventure  of  this  fort. 
God  ktiowa  my  heart,  I  nt^er  infehd- 
ed  to  giar  the  tean  encouragement**-** 
RbwI*  cried  he  very  gravelyj   *  I 
have  ftrifanderftood  y<ni9  certainly^  or 
what  is  It  yoa  mean  ?^' When  1  oflened 
to  provide  for  you,  did  you  not  gire 
ypgr  confent?"*^*  Not  m  the  lead, 
»r/  anfwered  I  verv  finartly;  <  I 
an  unacuQainted  witii  your  manner 
of  expielnng  thfflgv,  and  we  did  not 
omferftand  one  another.'—*  Wliy, 
what  did  you  Uncjerftand  then  ?'  fard 
he,  intemipdng.oie.    ^  That  you  made 
an  offer  of  your  fricndfhip/  replied  I, 
which  was  doing  me  a  great  hunotn*** 
^•-^  But,  ocvertheleis,'  continued  he, 
you  haire  brought  yourieff  imo"-  ■  * 
Ah,  not  at  all,  Sir,*  anfwercd  I  in 
I  *  you  are  too  nnich  of  a  gentle- 
m  fouler tiolence*-'     «  How ! '  l^id 
he,  imerrtipcing  me  very  calmly ;  «  you  • 

*  dBii*t  kiKfvt  rac,  furely  i  f  love  you 
too  well  t«  give  you  the  leaft  uneafi- 
flcft  I  and  tnougn  I  Ihould  have  a  far 
better  title,  yet  nothing  would  be  ex- 
afted  that  is  incompatible  with  your 
franqui&ity.  Pry  np  ^our  tears,  men, 
M  lovely  Jennys  retgn  ible  miih'efs 
or  vuurfelf  and  me.  Hobody  Ihall 
prtnniie  to  controul  you;  indeoen^ 
deur  of  aU  abotrt  you,  oieir  oni^  Jtudy 
ImU  bt  to  obey  youi  orders.  Tha 
letam  y«tt  smy  hereafter  th>nk  lit  to 
latdbe  w  all.  tfo,  lies  entirely  in  yo^fr 

'^HMi  }]tettt.    In  the  nean  tir^ei  ^'iJ^T 
f  pmkH  IB  Ibe  emfcaring  reiledion^ 

*  Ib4  ja«  an  fstiidy  at  jom  9^  dtif^ . 


poui*    Thts  apaiToient  n  ycPUMf  9fim 
whatever  elfe  you  can  fkncy  flhdl  im 
provided  whhbut  delays*  ^ 
All  this  was  Co  far  frtmi  alhyifi^  mf 
apprehenfions,  diat  it'only  i^rved  to  in- 
creafc  them.    «  How  u«ia»py  am  If* 
cried  I^  *  that  yoy  flioutd  entertain  lb 
ill  an  opmion'of  me  f  Better  far^  t0  \m 
in  my  grave  than  accept  of  Tueh  fre- 
fents.    Good  God  ?  what  oMigatfens 
muft  I  lie  uilder!*'<i^«  Ncyie  at  all/ 
replied  he :  '  I  do.  not  pretend  to  iniu* 
'  enceyour  alfeftfons;  dlipo^  of  them 
as  you  Ihall  judge  proper.    My  ^^td 
and  honour  malTb^  enj^aged;'a  ftcu* 
nty  ^ou  ought  tp  think  me  incaptabte 
of  violating.    The  liberty  of  fteing 
yon  from  time  to  time,  and  obligmg 
you  in  every  thing,  is  all  I  alk;  a  HiU 
ncient  recompence  for  the  greateft  kr*^ 
vices  I  am  able  to  perform.    A  far* 
ther  aojuaintanee  will  conrince  yoii 
that  I  am  in  a  different  way  of  think* 
mg  from  thofe,  who,  full  of  the  bene- 
fltf  they  have  conferred,  fancy  they 
have  aright,  on  luch  fnvoUHisrgFomds^ 
to  tyrannize,  and  exaft  a  Ivrvile  com- 
pliance to  every  thing  they,  think  fit 
to  demand.     No,  no,  Jenny;  once 
more  I  give  you  my  Word,  I  look  for 
no  return.     Your  nicenefs  ill 'this  af* 
htr,  far  firom  givine  the  lealt  di^uft^ 
charms  me  rnfinitely,  and  rarfcs  my 
eiieem  to  an  equal  pitch  with*n»y'!ovej 
aad  whatfoever  my  pafliof)  may  b^, 
you  (hall  never  have  any  realbn  to 
coQiplain.     fn'order  to  conviftee  you 
of  the  truth  of  this,  I  fliall  leave  yoa 
at  preient,  and  not  even  k-eturn  till 
y6u  think  proper  to   fend  for  rte.* 
Saving  this,  he  made  a  low  bow,  and 
retrreJ.     Where  expa'ience    is    w:jnt- 
ing,    tjie   appearances  of  thinet  muft 
carry  it.     The  fentimcnts.  he  had  ex- 
pnrfled,  were  not  unworthy  of  a  maft 
of  honour,   and  made  a  deep  innpref- 
fron,    inlbmuch   that  I   was.  under  a 
kind  of  concern  for  having^  firfpefbd 
the  virtue  of  Monfieur  Pc  G— ~.    I 
waa  not  in  the  wrong ;  his  condu<5^  ia 
r^n^  of  me  from  that  moment,  de- 
^oflilrated  he  was  very  capable  of  puN 
rlngittpiailice  the  generpas  maxims  he 
had  laid  doWn.     I  even  wilhed  to  hav!» 
had  it  irf  my  power,  to  rccal.  tlie  note. 
Theft  refteftions  were  followed  by  tha 
•motions  of  felf-Iove :  as  I  was'  al«])e,  I 
CQRfu!te(f  the  jghis  upon  thofe  beauties 
I  had  heard  16  often  extolled ;  1  eaa* 
liilned  my  feveral  featares^  asd  without 
F  pefcftviog 
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<  yoar  teurs  in  reeard  of  n^  hoiban^t 

*  your  modeft  behaviour  will  increafe 

<  his  eileeniy  and  he  will  be  thc'firft  mail 

*  to  ejioourage  you  fbr.havine  done  your 
'  duty*    I  know  him  too  wcTlii  to  doubt 

*  of  what  I  fay.    Wretched  fenrant^ 

*  you  are  likewift  a  promoter  of  tbefis 

*  d'forders.  It  is  you  put  my  bufband 
'  on  fuch  exploits  i  it  it  to  fuch  bale 

*  compilers  with  their  mafters  inclina^ 

*  tions,  that  we  juftly  attribute  ib  many 

*  mifunderitandmgs    and    divorceB«««« 

*  Verv  genteel  and  pretty  furniture,  ia 
'  truth!*  continued  fhet  looking; on  the 
table  and  the  other  things  provided  for 
me.  <  Poor  child!*  added  the,  behold- 
ingmyhead^-drefsandpaintj  <  feducinig^ 

*  allurements^  too  often  fatal  to  youth  V 
This  detail  fliamed  me  very  much }  X 
fnatehed  up  a  napkin^  and  immediateljr 
demolilhed  my  patches  and  paint.  <  Em- 
'  brace  me,  my  dear  Jennv/  faid  the 
good  lady,  *  I  am  charmed  with  your 

*  virtuous  indignation  I  Now  you  are  fit 

*  to  appear.    Call  fome  of  my  fervantt, 

*  and  order  up  the  matter  or  miftrefs  of 

*  the  hou(e.  I  would  fain  know  who 
'  it  belongs  to,  and  in  whofe 

*  thefe  lodgings  have  been  taken.* 
The  miftrefs  came  herfelf.    One  of 

thofe  who  always  fawn  upon  her  com* 
pany,  and  pique  themfelves  on  being  the 
very  pink  of  courtefy;  our  landlady  wa« 
ib  to  fuch  a  deme^  that  it  was  iropoT- 
fible  to  difcoui^  with  her  on  any  other 
ftrain.    *  Lord»  Madam,  do  me  theho- 

*  nour  to  believe— *  Every  word  was  ft 
fmoothed  with  compliments,  that  I  am 
apt  to  think,  when  (he  abufed  any  one, 
it  was  unJer  fanfour.\  nmtb  fuhmiffion ; 
&c.  Her  eyes  Janguiihed  fb  much 
whilft  fhe  fpoke,  that  they  were  often  in 
a  manner  clofed  upj  at  every  wohl  fhe 
was  fuie  to  moiften  her  lips,  and  each 
f^hrafewas  diftinguiflied  byafmall  (pit- 
ting, being  introduced  by  an  a&Aed 

■  bim,  and  ended  in  a  naoft  agreeable 
fqu«dc. 

This  whining  ^ntleworaan  in  form « 
ed  us,  that  Moniieur  0e  G  hired 

the  lodgings,  and  furniihed  them ;  that 
ihe  cud  not  know  my  name,  but  the 
gentleman  had  a^ured  her  I  was  a  mar-^ 
ried  woman,  and  came  to  Paris  in  order 
to  fue  for  a  icparate  mainteaance,  my 
huiband  fquandering  away  his  ef&fta  in 
continual  debaucheries  \  that  he  had 
received  great  recommendations  in  my 
behalf,  being  tetoted  to  the  be^  fauuiiva 
is  Sr^tauiu 


percdving  of  it,  applauded  my 
charms:  the  ftuffs  were  rich,  I  tried 
theii^  effe^  ojMin  me.  *  Were  1  in  fuch 
'  cloaths,'  (aid  I  to  mylelf,  *  and  ieen 

<  by  the  marquis,  I  might  not  for  the 

*  fubire^  perhaps,  be  fo  long  without 
^  hearing  from  nim.    But  where  is  the 

*  harm,  continued  I,  *  in  accepting  of 

*  thefe  fine  things}  X  am  not  obliged 

<  to  make  any  return.  MonfieurDe 
4  G     ■■  baa  given  me  his  word—' 

I  was  goin^  on  in  this  train  of  though  t| 
^ben  tbe  waiting-woman  came  in  i  ftie 
waa  too  fly  not  to  difcover  the  bent  of 
my  foul  in  thofe  moments.  *  How,  now, 

*  pretty  Jenny  V  *  fays  fliej « you'have  let 

*  njy  mafter  go  away.  Hefeemedmuch 

*  difturbed  t  fure  you  would  not  fay  any 
^  thing  dif^greeabie  to  him/—*  No, 

<  God  ibrbid^*  anfwered  Is  <  at  iirft, 

<  indeed,  methought,  he  feemed  to  drive 

*  ftt  fqmethiogoutof  theway.'— •  HeT 
cried  the  waiting- woman,  taking  me  up 
with  an  infmuating  airj  *  alack!  you 

*  know'  little  of  him :   a  very  mode- 

*  late  compliance  will  purehafe  pre- 

*  ients  without  end  from  nim.   Go,  go, 

*  he  deferves  you  Aiould  be  a  little  more 

*  complaifanti   few  women  in    Paris 

*  would  fcruple  to  •  Very  fine ! 
'  vay  fine,  indeed!'  cried  out  Madam 
]>e  G«*— >9  who  had  been  liftening  at 
the  door,  and  that  moment  encered  the 
room)   '  a  pious  exhortation,'    truly, 

<  this  lame  of  yours  to  a  young  girl ! 

*  Wicked  wretch !  I  am  glad  1  know 

*  thee.     Heavens!    who  would  have 

*  thought    it,    that    I   fhould  "1)6   io 

*  long  impoied  upon  by  her  hypocrify  I 

*  Be  gone,  vile  diflembler  s  be  gone  this 

*  inftant!  fee  my  face  no  morej  for 

*  depend  upon  it,  if  you  do  not  leave 

*  Paris  before  this  time  to-morrow,  I 

*  wiJ  I  confine  you  for  life.— -Good  Godl* 
continued  the  lady»  throwing  herfelf, 
suite  fatigued  as  it  were,  into  an  eafy 
chair,  *  that  ever  I  fhould  employ  fuch 

*  a  creature  I'  But  the  wretch  did  not 
ilay  to  hear  all  this  out,  the  firft  apofho* 
phe  being  fufHcient  to  pack  her  off:  for 
my  part,  I  was  as  much  at  a  lofs,  as  if  I 
had  been  the  criminal  myfelf. 

The  lady  feemed  to  be  in  a  profound 
tneditationi  but  prefently  recovering 
iKrfdf,  and  looking  on  me  with  all  the 
gqpdneik  imaginable,  '  Your  difcretion 

*  9^d  prudence  I  fhall  never  forget,' 
frtd  Qie  I « the  note  you  lent,  was  brought 
«  Die  by  a  perfon  whofe  eoaduft  had  a 
«  grHitappeanuiceoffiitttc*   L»yafide 
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*  Tki  #o«7  it  ^1  cnoo|^  coQirmd/ 
9tpM  Ae  lady  |  «  bat  I  caa  •fibre  yo« 

*  tbegmUeinaiiliatinipoftd  vpoayout, 

*  itkaUaCtboiu  Adieu  P  contioiied 
fhti  *  anodMr  tine  be  roon  ciroini* 

*  (fieA  who  foil  take  iato  your  hoiiic* 

*  A  very  littk  reficdion  would  have 

*  convinced  you,  that  if  this  Jady  wat 
9  6^  wcU  fcconiaicndcd  to  MoniifMr  De 

9  C  ,  bebeiQg  a  married  nam  the 
^  faaa^  miglit  £kVf  bad  an  apertoient 

*  in  hit  hoofc  i  and  yoit  are  the  more 
<  inoEcn&bk  in  this  affiir,  at  yon  own 
'  «c  are  no  ftraagert  to  you.*  Saykf 
dbia,  fte  locked  iq>  every  thjiig  |  we  get 
joto  the  iBoacbj  and  returned  booM* 

Monfieor  PeG  had  been  |^ne 

bot  a  ft^  minotes}  he  was  acquainted 
widi  what  bad  happened  by  a  note 
winch,  as  w*  finind  afterwardsy  fhe 
waiting-woBiaAhadicpt;  we  were  told 
he  was  gone  into  the  conotry* 

Although  this  gentleman  had  been 
eogiged  in  (evcsal  intrigues,  he  was  al* 
wavs  io  drcumfpe^y  and  the  regard  be 
had  for  his  lady  fo  panicular,  that  he 
woald  not  Ibr  the  wp^d  gire  her  the 
leaH  unca£ne&y  or  fui^  any  thing  of 
this  kind  to  become  publickt  fie  was 
ao  iboner  arrived  at  his  fiat*  bot  he 
wrase  to  beg  pardon  for  what  was  yaft, 
afeing  her,  flie  (hoold  have  no  reafon 

10  complain  of  bis  future  €ondu£l|  and 
as  a  proof  of  hisfincerity,  he  was  will- 
jog  ffliould  be  fent  home»  The  lady, 
vhoie  gooctnefs  to  me  ineieafed'coDti- 
aually,  read  me  his  letter,  and  her  an- 
Iwcr  to  it.  She  told  htm,  he  was  to  blame 
IB  abfenting  himfelf  on  fucb  a  trifling 
pccafion  I  tbat  no  one  can  always  com- 
fnand  dietr  inclinations,  and  if  nisweie 
|wvcr  mote  out  of  the  way,  it  would  be 
very  well  i  that'ihe  hcrlelf  had  a  parti- 
esiar  value  for  me,  as  I  juftly  defenred  § 
that  (be  had  no  thoughts  of  fending  mfi 
May,  being  very  fecure  in  my  difcre- 
tion.  The  letter  concluded  with  re- 
peated afiiiiancef  9I  tl|e  tendereft  afiec- 
(ioo. 

Did  every  wife  behaye  in  this  man- 
ner, aa  often  as  the  luiptial  ftate  lies 
under  a  cloud,  divorces  ivQukI  not  be  ib 
much  in  vogue  in  tliefe  our  days. 

I  pa^'  sdmot  a  year  without  hearing 
any  thing  of  the  maraoU*  Time  and 
idleftidn  bad  ai^yed  tnat  aifdent  nalEoii 
|b  vifible  in  the  banning  of  thf&  Me- 
moire,  Madame  Pe'  (Tj  .  was  lb 
fond  of  me;,  as  to  mfkr  00  diftin^lio^ 
l^tw^  1^  dan^ifa  «¥)  nc  j^  wdn 


^  maUm  who  attnded  ber,  X  ha| 
made  fome  proficiency,  and  I  fung  widi 
fo  much  judgment  as  to  ntn  the  ap« 
nlauie  or  all  who  vifited  the  lady* 
MademoifeUe,  her  daughter,  far  fiions 
relembling  MademoUeUe  D*Elbieu% 
loved  mo  very  tenderly,  and  was  never 
eafy  in  my  abietice*  Moofieur  0t 
G  *s  love-fit  wu  become  apaicmal 
affeftiooi  of  which  he  loon  gave  mevcry 
eonvincing  ^oofs  I  but  h<mever  com* 
mendable  ms  intentions  might  be*  t 
could  look  upon  nothing  which  camt 
from  that  quarter  with  a  very  favounbla 
eye. 

Several  of  the  company  who  relbrtef 
to  the  houie  made  their  addrefles  m  nw| 
but  the  moll  importunate  fiiitor  wu  « 
certain  Monfieur  Gripart,  farmer-gene* 
nd  of  the  taxes,  imoMiiely  rich,  and 
frightfully  deformed.  People  may  pre* 
tend  that  a  younj^  vroman  ought  to  bt 
direQed  in  her  choice  by  realbn,  and  not 
by  fancv)  but,  for  my  party  to  dml  in# 
genuouAy,  I  could  not  think  Monficw 
Gripart  any  other  than  in(upportablv 
dilagcceable.  Neverthelefs  Ibmc  regard 
was  due  to  him,  as  he  was  nalhr  in  ear* 
neft*  Madame  De  G-^^^  afluied  mc 
of  it,  and  added,  (be  fliould  think  her*v 
felf  very  hanpjr  if  Ae  could  make  it  a 
match.  I  did  not  dare  to  enter  on  the 
fubjeft  of  my  diflike  to  him ;  but  was  ia 
hopes  that  my  mean  birth,  and  the  dif* 
advantages  attending  it,  would  prove  a 
fuftcient  obftade,  without  my  appear- 
ing in  the  affair  1  but  the  misfortune 
was,  Monfieur  Gripart,  who  came  from 
nothing  himlelf,  looked  upon  greft  ca* 
tra6lion  no  more  than  a  lueky  hit,  and 
ooniequent!)^  did  not  feed  upon  fuA  il* 
luftrious  chimetas.  Conuderiag  the 
great  fl^  he  had  in  (bme  of  my  adven* 
fur^  U  NfiU  not  be  amifs  to  draw  hte 
pi6ture« 

He  was  of  a  middle  ftat^rej  one  half 
of  his  body,  as  well  as  his  fsce,  very 
dtScrent  from  the  other,  it  is  true,  h« 
was  not  hunch -backed,  but  was  equally 
graceful^  for  when  he  ftood  as  ftraighl 
as  be  could,  one  would  imagine  be  was 
ftooping  to  take  ibmething  up.  The 
defcription  of  his  coumenance  will  be 
no  esuy  talki  I  never  law  any  thing 
like  it.  His  head  was  an  oval  inverted^ 
the  top  of  the  forehead  making  the 
point)  his  eyes  mcUaedtoeach  other  lb 
proportion  aa  the  fotfe  dimtniibed,  and 
copfequdbdy  their  lower  parts  were  m  ' 
0«cl\atadiftaaec|  biamotttbwaamaia 
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IMxli^rc,  bill  inftuid  of  beiqg  turned 
4ownward«»  which  it  ufual  enough,  the 
upper-lip  and  bit  jioftnU  Ascmed  to  be 
put  one  piece  J  and  whcQ  he  Iaughed> 
it  was  impoiSble  to  dj^ngiiiih  the  one 
^rom  tke  other  t  but  both  nis  lips,  con- 
trary to  what  ^e  generally  kc,  twned 
jjnyvardai  and  hi^  najs,  prorid  of  it's  pi«- 
^mmenc^  was  puifed  up  very  fiercely 
pn  all  pccailons. 

ills  eyes  vsre  aa  Mg  ^8  tbofe  of  an 
•X,  without  any  advantage  in  point  of 
^yht  i  thejr  lias  were  fo  fond  of  each 
pther,  tb^ut  they  »«ver  parted  without 
tears. 

•  Tke  left  eye-brow  was  at  a  confi- 
'jerable  diftance  {rota  the  eye  to  which 
ft  belong,  and  tofl](  in  at  kaft  one  half 
of'  the  ioixbeady  being  turned  upon  it- 
jblif  {  whcicas  the  olWr  could  (carce  be 
^ix\giiiihed  from  the  ngbtteye, 

The  nfJAbt  pf  his  forehead  muft  have 
been  exceluvey  had  not  the  border  of 
fye-browsy  we  )uft  now  mentioned, 
formed  an  agreeable  point  of  view. 
The  builw  periwig,  which  Monfieur 
Gripart  ufually  wore,  looked  like  a  fuit- 
yble  franie  to  To  frightful  a  picture, 

Thisgallant,)uft(uch  as  Idefcribehim, 
loved  me  to  diitra£UQn :  not  a  day  pafTed 
i>ut  he  made  me  a  viftt  i  which  liberty, 
and  tliat  of  difcourHng  with  me  at  plea- 
^rc,  \i£  haid  taken  up  of  W*  own  ac- 
foni.  Whilft  1  was  ignorant  of  his 
^/igns,  the  droU  figure  and  humorous 
convufatiqn  of  the  man  was  an  amiife* 
nento  It  was  a  confiderabl;  time  be* 
^re  he  made  any  declaration,  and  till 
tWn  I  could  not  believe  a  man  of  his 
|Dould  capably  of  lov^  like  other  people : 
pevcitheleis,  pergonal  deformity  is  no 
^af  to  vifue»  wit,  or  lovej  and  in* 
jUnoes  ^  not  wanting  where  the  moli 
fontemptible  alpe6t  has  deferved  a  cha- 
la^er  infinitely  preferable  to  the  merits 
f£  tho&  whoie  Derjbnal  qualifications 
\asp  been  altogetner  charming. 

At  Ud  1)6  declare^  hiniielf,  taking  an 
Importunity  whilil  K|adame  DeG-?--? 
f9ras  writing.  He  came  up  to  roe,  as  I 
yr^  at  iBTQil,  mtb  fome  dilbrder  tp  his 
fouDtenancfl  s  '  Lay  by  that  ufelefs  ufl^,^ 
laid  ^ »  '  will  yo\^  i^v^  ^  (1^  with 
«  embroidering?  r-*  MHiy  f®?'  afifweredi 
J.  <  Ah,  ah T'  continued  h^  *  I  hayf 
f  fomet\iivg  to  lay  to  yqd  of  that  conf^- 

#  (^oence^  4s  ip  deferve  all  the  attca^oii 
f  you  are  mifif  e(s  of. 

*  Do  you  know«  that  for  tbefe  eiigbt 


^  have  been  in  love  with  yon?  ITou 

*  laugh,  but  this  is  not  a  trifle  to  be 

*  jefted  with.  The  deuce!  a  Gripart 
f  m  Ipve?  why  there  never  was  fuch  \ 
'  thing  known  in  the  family  before^ 

*  the  whole  race  of  us,  from  fathei*  tt^ 
^  Ton,  always  married  without  any  fgclf 


'  thing  as  love  in  the  cafe :  I  am  th^ 
'  fird  that  ever  forfeited  fp  noble  a  pre^ 
•  rogative.    Till  now  I  never  looke4 


f  at  a  woman  but  through  the  wrong 

*  end  of  the  peripe^ivej  the  miracle 

*  was  refervcd  for  you.    That  ever  X 

*  ihoujd  be  in  love!  To  fpeak  the 
'  truth,  I  could  not  have  believed  ic 

*  itoyfelf,  had  J  not  been  convinced  of 

*  it  by  my  deeping  fo  ibund  ever  fince  X 

*  came  acquaint^  with  youj  befbrs 
'  that,  I  had  not  time  to  eat  or  fleep, 

*  being  fo  taken  xxp  with  getting  money  i* 
'  at  prefent  I  eat,  fleep,  and  now  ana 

*  then  fpend  a  penny :  wonderful  ef. 

*  fe^  ot  my  paflion,  enough  to  move 
^  a  rock !  "Wlut,  are  you  infenfible  f 
'  Wellj  to  convince  you  at  once,  I  will 

*  tell  you  more.  You  eannot  but  know 

*  that  intei-eft  is  all  in  all }  judge,  theo^ 

*  ho w  much  you  engrofs  all  my  thoughtS|i 

*  by  what  1  am  going  to  relate.  The 

*  other  day  a  perlbn  brought  me  a  fum  oF 

*  money;  it  was  no  fooner  counted  ou( 

*  but  I  locked.it  up  in  my  ftrong  box  ^ 

*  the  nan  who  paid  the  money  waited  for 

*  an  acouittauce.  No,  I  thank  you ;  my 

*  thougnu  were  fo  bufy  about  you,  i 

*  quite  forgot  that  piece  of  form»  as 

*  well  as  that  I  had  received  the  money « 

*  At  laft  my  debtor,  whom  I  was  fend- 

*  ing  away  without  any  acknowledge 
'  ment,  told  me,  he  iuppofed  I  was 

*  too  bufy  to  give  him  an  acquittance. 
**  What  acquittance  ?*'  replied  I. 
*•  Why,  a  receipt,**  continued  he.  «•  A. 
"  receipt !•'  cried  I }  "  for  what?" — , 
«*  You  are  difpofed  to  be  merry.  Si/,"*' 
^  fays  he,  *«  l  perccivei  it.  is  for  the 
"  moneys''  "Oh!  neht,"  faid  I, 
«*  whenever  vou  pay  nie  the  nine  thou- 
**  (and  five  nundred  livres,  you  OiaU 
"  have  the  difchaige :  at  prefent  I  have 
><<  bviAnefsi  and  you  muft  leave  me.** 

*  Sayipe  this^  I  put  him  by  the  (boulders 
«  out  of  my  clofct.    The  poor  fellow* 

*  aftqniCbed  to  fee  me  in  earneft,  and 

<  believing  I  intended  to  pheat  biro  of 
!  bis  money,  bellowed  iil^e  a  fuc^ix^ 

<  calf.    This  odd  behaviour  awakcS 

*  me  out  of  my  dream  i  and  after 
'  laughing  very  neartily  at  my  aUen^e 
9  of  nuodf  I  gave  hiif)  a  is^ei^  in  fom\  ^ 

1  Aod* 


THC  rO&TVHATB  COUMTKY  MAIO« 


45 


mA,  that  he  nig^  remmbcrat  long 
at  Ik  Imdf  that  Griptit  was  In  lore, 
I  JgBotTuoiLy  btftuwca  upon  Dim  a 
wfide  flutluig«    Ttkemajiwatfofur- 
piiaed,  chat  he  pcYtr  ftaid  to  thaflk] 
mti  I  wamiit  you,  he  thooght  him-' 
ieir  a«  happy  at  prince/ 
<  Nodottbt  atk^V  replied  T,  <  with  lb; 
ooafiderable  a  tan!" — *  Yet,  indeed» 
coafiderable,'  added  he}  <  with  twehre 
pence  muck  taw  be  done.    Some  of 
thefe  dajrt  1  will  give  von  the  biftory 
of  my  life  J  wl^^,  wiui  fuch  a  fbm  t 
made  my  foctnne.    Bat,  Itt  ns  re- 
tm  to  my  love-affair)  deuce  taiie 
ae^  that  it  more  |d  the  pupofe  V 
'Moolievr  Oripan  embelliflied  bis  de- 
daracioa  with  an  the  oratory  peculiar  to 
a  fiaander^  mu^  of  which  I  cannot  call 
to  miad:  what  1  itmemher  it,  that  he 
coiofared  me  t6  a  large  fum,  the  an- 
ploying  of  which  wat  to  be  hit  proper- 
Vfi  and  he  concLoded  widi  (ayuig,  he 
toitbw  the  price  would  be  cnhancied 
npon  him,  through  the  nimiber  of  bid- 
ders j  hut  that  he  wat  refolved  to  carry 
hit  point  at  the  iak,  and  not  be  fuch  a 
Tony,  at  to  kt  die  candle  bum  out  be- 
^e  be  bid  hit  laft  price. 

In  die  mean  time,  I  learned  that  this 
CUraordinazy  iover^t  defignt  were  car- 
jjinf  on  with  great  eameftnefs.  A 
waiting-woman  of  Madame DeG'——, 
named  Chriftina,  my  bofom- friend, 
ovahard  fbme  difcourfe,  of  which  I 
wat  die  fubjeft.  Monfieur  De  G-  ■ 
signed  very  ftrongly  in  fovour  of  the 
mabJi,  and  his  li^y  wat  entirely  bent 
1900  it. 

I  wat  no  fboner  apprized  th»t  the 
a^r  was  otmcluded  upon,  but  I  gave 
nylelf  np  to  a  frightful  difquiet.  I 
caibed  to  mind  the  beginniiy  of  that 
pal&on,  once  fo  dear  to  me  $  f  ran  over 
aO  that  ever  the  marquis  had  faid  and 
vowed  to  me.  *  Heavens!*  cried  I  to 
myielf,  <  it  it  polTibie  that  he  ihould 

*  forget  all :  and,  in  io  long  a  time,  never 

*  once  to  let  me  bar  from  him  f   And 

*  yet  how  much  did  I  confide  In  it  I 
«  Fatal  cicdolityl  Falie,  deceitful  man  V 
A  torrent  of  tears  fucceeded ;  certainly 
none  weic  ever  fted  with  greater  fin- 
cerity. 

tee  morain|;,when  I  was  overwhelm- 
ed aridi  re^Aions  of  this  nature,  Chrif- 
tma  came  dancing  and  )ompinf  intp 
wat  room.    ^  What  will  you  ^ve  me 

*  tor  my  food  newt  V  I  had  wiped  my 
cycsj]|anngXsBrcQiiC|  bnttl^ema^s 


of  my  troqblc  weretao  fofh  to  be  im« 
difcovered  at  iirft  fight.    <  What  tilt   . 

*  yott?**  faid  flic  very  6ompafiioniitely| 

*  yon  have  heeA  crying  {  there  it  fcmc- 
'  thing  troubles  you*  which  is  kxpt « 

*  fecrct  from  me^    You  are  very  croftp. 

*  but  I  will  c»me  even  with  yon,  and 

*  will  know  the  bottom  of  it  very  flioit* 
«  ly.   At  prdettt,  let  mf  tell  you,  your 

*  mother  is  in  the  houfi:,  and  is  jnft 

*  now  coming  un  ftairs.* 

ThM  piece  of  news,  to  very  tuiai* 
peAed,  Aiiprizcd  me  much,  and  pom 
megreatjoy.  To  fee  a  mother  after l# 
long  an  abfenc^  what  an  endearing 
«omfortl  I  dipped  on  agqwa,  and  ra« 
to  throw  myfeif  into  her  arms.  I  met 
her,  folded  my  arms  about  her  neck^ 
fte  embraced  me  with  great  afidiqn^ 
What  a  happiotfs !  My  €fter  «cconH» 
panjed  her.  By  turns  1  gave  than  th^ 
moft  ardent  marks  of  the  tran^ort  I 
felt,  and  then  conducted  them  to  my 
.  chamber.  Ourdircourfi(,atfirft,thfough 
ragerners,  was  too  confufed  to  be  na* 
dcrftood.  By  degrees  I  becaote  ac- 
quainted with  pur  familv-affaii:««  Mf 
father  was  in  good  health,  and  on  his 
way  hither ;  Colin  had  married  my  fiftev 
out  of  mere  fpite :  I  was  not  a  littlo 
pleafed  at  this  newt  for  my  fiJfter\  C»k^ 
the  young  fellow  had  very  good  dtifo- 
fitiont,  and  wherewithal  to  make  her 
veryealV  in  her  circumftancet. 

The  fteward,  who  always  fliewed  mt 
much  refpe^l,  hearing  my  parents  wem 
come,  fent  a  breakfatt  to  my  chamberf 
I  exerted  myfeif  in  doii^  the  honoiim 
of  thehoufe,  findiae  an  infinite  ^tisfac^ 
tion  in  it.  My  Ultcr  flaced  at  me  with 
aftoniCiment.  '  Look,  mamma,*  iaid 
flie,  <  Ihe  is  no  longer  our  Jenny }  thit 

*  is  a  fine  lady.    How  ihe  is  dreiled  I 

*  what  linen  !*  I  had  on  a  bed-gawn^ 
nothing  extraordinary  |  yet  was  much^ 
nleafed  with  my  being  taken  notice  of. 
Vanity  is  always  at  hand,  and  for  thoit 
who  luve  left  their  home,  there  cannot 
be  a  greater  pltafure  than  to  be  ieen 
again  by  their  friends  genteely  dreifedi 
but  I  intended  tofurprize  them  far  mom 
in  my  beft  cloaths. 

*  bo  you  know,  Jenav,'  fkid  my  mo* 
ther  after  breakfaft»  •  what  has  brought 

*  me  hither?  To  fee  you  married**. 
T^at  word  made  me  turn  pale,     «  X# 

*  whom?*  not  to  Colin  ^  there  I  wm 
fafe^  I  could  think  of  nobody  bat  Mon* 
fieur  Gripart.  My  mother  faw  the 
trouble  1  vras  in.    'Is  it  joy  or  grief 

•that 
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*  that  moves  you' thus  V  faidihe.  <  Yov 

*  cannot^  fuiT,  have  fo  far  forgot  the 

*  (bducation  T  gave  you,  as  to  let  your 

*  lieartopon  anyone?'— ''No^  dear  mo- 
'  ther,*  iniwered  I,  in  great  confufion } 

*  only  I  did  notexpe^t  any  fuch  tidings.* 
«  Well^  then,  I  am  the  bearer  of 

*  them,^  continued  fht,  looking  plea- 
£|ntly  again )  '  I  muft  tell  you,  that 

*  you  are  extremely  happy,  after  all 

*  that  has  pafled,  to  have  fallen  into 

*  tlut  lady*$  hands]  She  has  left  no- 
^  thing  unfaid  to  your  godmother  in 
'  ymir  piaife  $  but  her  laft  letter  has 

<  crowned  the  work.  The  countefs  fent 

*  hnmediatelv  for  me,  and  ordered  me 
^  hither  in  ali  hafte,  telling  me,  that 
f  Madame  De  G  had  provided  a 

*  hniband  for  you,  who  would  heap 

*  wealth  and  honour  upon  the  family. 
f  This  is  ali  I  know  of  the  matter/ 

Juft  as  my  mother  had  done  fpeak- 
ing,  a  footman  came  to  let  her  know 
that  Madame  DeG— <-  muf^  fpeak 
with  her.  She  went  immediatelyi  leav- 
ing my  fitter  with  me. 

Her  fen'timents  in  regard  to  me  weit 
entirely  altered :  her  joy  at  feeing  me 
again,  an<t  the  fihcere  carefli^  (he  be* 
Kowed  luxui  me,  baniihed  all.reietttment 
of  her  former  behaviour*  Where  there 
is  a'  fund  of  good -nature,  injuries  are 
talily  forgot.  • 

I  was  not  yet  fufficiently  acquainted 
with  her  to  make  her  my  confidante, 
Keverthefefs,  as  I  had  a  ftrong  inclina* 
lion  to  know  what  had  pafTed  in  my  ab« 
fence,  I  ventured  to  z(k  how  the  family 
did  at  the  caftle«  *  The  countefs,*  an- 
iwer^  (he,    <J8  inuch  the  fame;  (he 

*  comes  very  (hortly  to  Paris  with  her 

*  daughter,  who  has  been  courted  for 

*  fome  time  by  Mopfieur  De  F— . 
'  As  to  the  chevalier,  nobody  knows 
'  what  is  become  of  him  ;  be  is  rarely 

*  ieen,  ever  finct  that  affair:  it  has 

<  made  much  noife,  and  is  rarioufly  re- 

*  lated. 

*  •  Good  God  I*  continued  (he,   « how 

*  plea(hl  was  I;  to  hear  you  was  fo  well 
«  placed !    You  a6led  in  the  difcreeteft 

*  manner  poflfible,  not  to  return  with 

*  Colin.    Lord  I  how  you  would  hav^ 

*  been  oointed  at  in  the  village  t    To 

*  ihit    noiir,   fcarce    four   words  are 

*  fpoke,  in  'which  your  name  is  sol 

*  mentioned.* 

*  Dear  fifter,*  cried  I,  <  tell  me  oa 
^  what  grounds  I  am  thui  cpifured^  and 


«  then  I  will  fatisfy  you  h^^r  far.  thitf    ' 

*  are  juft.'— '  You  cannpt.he  ignorant,* 
ttpUtd  (he,  *  what  one  mu(l  exjieft  m 

*  all  fuch  little  placet ;  evfry  triHc  \% 

*  magnified   into   an  affair  of  confer 

*  ouence :  neighbours  are  ahfays  upo^ 

*  uie  watch,  as  to  what  Pf^  in  the 

*  next  houfe,  fo  t^at  notntng  efcap^ 

*  unobferved;  and  if  the  true  motive  i^ 

*  not  difcovered,  a  much  worfe  is  ip* 
f  vented.     The  report  is,  that  the  ma^* 

*  quis,  Mademoifelle  De  Pare,  and  you, 

*  had  laid  a  defign  for  your  being  car* 

*  ried  off.    They  add*  that  Monfieut 

*  Le  Chevalier  being  likewife  in  lov^ 
«  with  you,  euided  by  }ealou(y,.  difco- 

*  vered  the  plot.    You  are  blamed  fof 

<  being  the  occafion  of  the  duel  voor 

*  two  admirers  fought^  by  giving  theoi 

<  both  encotu^gemcnt  at  the  fame  time*^ 

*  All  which  was  the  more  readily  belier* 

<  cd,  becaufe  Madtmoi(elle  D*£lbieuis 

<  v?as  heard  to  fay,  that  your  coquetry 

*  with  the  men  was  to  bar  infupporta* 

*  ble. 

.     *  However,  fhefe  furmifes,  through 

*  my  mother*s  ufual  diiceretion,began  to 

*  lofe  ground  *.  the  inquifitive  were  put 
«  on  the  wrong  icent,  by  her  giving  out 
'  you  was  gone  to  one,  of  her  aunts^ 

*  This  found  credit :  but  Colin,  com* 

*  ing  home  frightened  out  of  his  witsj 

*  and  roundly  thra(hed,  fpoiled  all  agaiin^ 

*  by  the  account  he  gave  of  his  roeetins^ 

*  with  you }  he  told  every  -one  how  muc^ 

*  he  had  endeavoured  to  bring  you  home^ 

<  without  being  able  to  prevail}  that 

*  your  head  was  certainly  turned,  by 

*  lifbning  to  the  nonfenfical  difcourJe 

<  of  the  fine  gendemen  \  that  neyerther 

<  lefs  he  had  compa(&d  his  defign,  if 

<  the  marquises  curfed  valet  de  cham* 

<  bre  had  not  interpofed  \  that  the  fd* 

*  low  muft  certainly  deal  with  the  devil^ 

<  becaufe,  notwithttandin^  Collars  gun^ 
'  and  his  companion  Chnftopher*s  cud- 

<  gel,  they  were  both  handled  very 
^  roughly.       ' 

V  He  was  fo  enraged,  in  fine,  that 

*  he  talked  more  again  ft  you  than  any. 

*  one,  and  (aid  he  did  not  doubt  but 
f  the  marquis  had  yau  in  fome  houfe  in 

<  the  neighbourhood. 

•  The  fame  day  that  Colin  came  v^ath 

<  this  ftory,  the  chevalier  arrived.  Whei^ 
'  he  was  informed  of  what  had  imfled^ 
«  he  called  for  Colin,  and  waa  (nut  up 
'  with  him  a  confiderable  time.     Y^ 

*  i^w  him  j^  awa;  foaming  Ubet  a  mad^ 

• •  mans 
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Mluj  fwteing  he  would  take  up  Co* 
fia*t  ^uamlt  and  teach  DuboU  to  «• 
b8&  his  tniflnts. 

*  As  for  the  BiarquiSy  he  lent  con- 
tiatly  twice  t  w€ek  duriog  your  ab- 
ibooe,  to  koow  if  you  had  been  found* 
As  IboB  as  he  was  able  to  go  abroad, 
tk  chevalier  difiippeared  ^  which  ^ve 
nan  to  a  great  dead  of  talk.  Foriome 
time  k  has  not  been  known  what  it 
acroMP  oz  hini* 

*  Notwithftandmg  thoie  icports,  'you 
ait  Mi  beloved  by  every  one,  except 
MademoiicileD'Elbieux^  who  lets  flip 
no  opportnaity  of  falling  upon  you« 
As  iooB  as.  Ihe  heard  wh^  you  were, 
flic  told  leveral  they  muft  exped  to 
ibcar  very  Ihortly  of  fome  new  adven- 
tnrei  that  you  are  a  fly  baggage,  axid 
ut  oot  at  Paris  for  nodiing,  as  fliehas 
|nood  realbii  to  inTpefl.* 

*  Good  Godr  cried  I,  «what  have 
I  dose  to  defenre  her  hatred  in  this 
a&iuier?*«^*  We  know  well  enough,* 

cominoed  my  fiftcr :  «.flie  is  iccretl^  in 

'  kne  with  the  marquis,  and  be  is  as 

liMiifiErcnt  on  his  flde,  having  no  great 

•poion  of  her  beauty.    s£  has  dif- 

opvered  that  it  is  owing  to  you— — ^ 

To  met  Ihe  is  much  in  the  wrong!* 

op&d  I,  oveijoycd  to  put  my  After  on 

dK  fobjefts  *l  never  could  perceive 

'  diere  was  any  grounds  to  think  tbt 

borquis  fo  fond  of  me  as  people  ima- 

gtoc.    From  the  time  I  leh  the  caftle^ 

1  have  not  Ha  much  as  heard  him  men* 

Boned/—*  Had  he  been  (q  indifferent,* 

Gcplied  my  fifter,  very  flily,  '  he  would 

'  acarce  have  icnt  fo  often  to  enquire 

after  you.     But  he  loft  his  labour  j 

f«  the  coonteis  exprcTsly  charged  us 

set  CQ  give  him  ^ny  account  oi  you. 

Whether  he  was  acquainted  with  tliis 

oaderof  hcr^s  I  cannot  lay ;  but  we 

\an  never  heard  any  mors  of  him 

fiooe.    It  was  iaid,   indeed,  at  the 

caftk,  that   he  retired  into  another 

couotry ;  1  don*t  know  th6  name  of 

tti  that  his  fath^  had  endeavoured  by 

ill  pofiible  means  to  bring  him  to 

coart  again,  bftt  without  fucceisi  and 

that  his  phyfldans,  by  his  own  diree* 

tioas,  had  adviied  the  country  air^ 

that  he  might  avoid  any  farther  im» 

portonities  On  that  fubje6t.* 

This  account  revived  all  my  tender 

b&tigKats  for  the  marquis :  a  deep  flgh 

nrccd  ifs  way«   . «  Ah»  Jenny  1 1  plain* 

'  Ij  ittfoo  9rc  4&-lofc  with  the  mar* 


'  quis,*  faid  my  fifter.  <  I  cannot  hlamt 

*  Vbu)  his  merit  deierves  no  leis^  but 
«  have  a  care  how  you  indulge  your 

*  pafiion  i  the  ftttlcilient  now  propofed. 

*  will  be  in  danger  of  mifcarrying*. 
'  Look  to  it;  you  cannot  but  fee  the 

*  inequality  between  the  marquis  an4 

*  yourfelf  $  on  the  other  hand,  you  are 
'  on  the  point  of  being  married  very 
«  advantageoufly,  nnlefs  your  indifcre* 

*  tionin  favour  of  the  marquis  overturns 
'  the  whole  affair.  *•-<  I  thank  you«^ 
replied  I,  *  for  this  good  advice,  die* 

*  tated  by  a  friendly  heart  j  I  fliali  en- 
«  deavour  to  put  it  in  pradbce,  and  make 

*  a  facriAcs  of  myfelt/  This  viras  fol* 
lowed  by  a  torrent  of  tears,  which  raov* 
ed  my  After  very  much.  *  Here,*  iayt 
flie,  <  I  cannot  bear  to  fee  you  in  troublei 

*  I  deferred  telling  you  I  had  a  letter^ 
<  which,  notwithttanding  the  ftrift  in** 

*  juh£Uons  to  the  contrary,  I  (hall  ven* 

*  turetogiveyou.   Make  yourfelf  eafy^ 

*  then  I  Mademoifelle  De  Pare  put  it 

*  into  my  hands  the  night  before  we 
'  came  from  home:  flie  is  ftill  fond  of 

*  vou}  and,  if  I  am  not  much  miftaken, 

*  has  fent  very  acceptable  tidings.  Du- 

*  bois  often  fees  her,  as  I  have  difcover- 
'  cd,  though  it  is  verv  privately*  Yoa 
'  will  pardon  my  reiervednefs,  Jenny, 
^  when  you   reflect  on  thefe  reaions, 

*  and  the  haaard  I  am  expoied  to  in  the 

*  affair,/ 

I  opened  the  letter  with  great  preci- 
pitation :  the  addrei's  was  in  a  woman^s 
hand  s  but,  agreeable  furprize !  within 
I  diicovered  the  marquis's  writing.  I 
biuflied  and  trembled  while  I  r^  as 
follows* 

«  XT7HERE  arc  you,  my  charm- 
W    *  ing  Jenny  ?  Will  this  mark 

<  of  my  tender  love  and  fidelity  ever 

*  come  to  your  bands  >  Heavens  !  what 

*  aoguifli  and  torture  do  I  notfuffcr 

*  from  the  cruel  uncertainty  of  your 

*  fituation!  l)eathitrelf  cannot  b^com- 

*  pared  with  it  (  .  What  has  befallen 

*  you  ?  Where  are  you  ?  I  would  have  , 

*  gone  to  the  fartbelt  corner  of  the  earth, 

<  on  the  leaft  pro(peA  of  finding  you  j 

*  but  fomething  tells  me,  I  am  not  far 

<  from  you.  $tiU  1  livf  in  hopes  of  a 
'  favourable  hour ;  it  muft  not  be  long 

*  in  coming  i  my  patience  is  at  an  eod  1 

*  I   conjure  you  by  all  that  is  dear, 

*  if  this  tomes   fate,   t^.let  mt  heaf 

<  fromy^Uf    Nothing  eliis  can  poflibly 

.5  ^Tf.' 
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^  ftve  a  Ifii^  lohg  iifwe  devoted  to  you 


<  Ths  Mae^uia  of  L«  V. 
«  April —>  CaftieofL.V.* 

I  bAd  ftsrce  time  to  read  the  letter, 
^tAun  my  fifl!er,  who  flood  upon  the 
watch,  came  rcimiing  to  telt  me  (he 
KeMrd  femebodyontbeftatn-;  Ijmtup 
the  letter  very  haftily,  ahd  being  (cnt  for 
Vy  llie  ladyi  I  went  with  a  heavy  heart, 
foreboding  the  ill  iiew$  I  exposed  to 
hear. 

*  I  am  overjoyed,  Jenriy,*  faid  the 
iady  aa  Toon  as  Ihe  faw  me,  <  that  I 
have  it  im  my  power  to  make  yon 
amendt  for  what,  through  a  prihcipfe 
of  virtue,  yoa  heretofore  declined* 
The  proof  yoa  then  gave  me  of  vour 
dtfcretioa  il  not  fbraot|  and  frDm 
that  time,  Monfteur  ue  C  ■  ■  and  I 
were  determined  on -making  your  for- 
tune. A  maich  is  agreed  on  for  you, 
the  articles  are  drawn,  and  I  feat  for 
yo^r  parents  to  rejoice  with  yon  on 
this  oeca(ion«  Moniienr  Oripart  is 
dke  perfon  deligned  for  you :  his  riches 
are  very  confiderabie,  and  are  like  to 
iBcreaie  i  he  is  much  in  love  with  you^ 
and  vrill  nrake  you  happy  ^  he  has  aU 
leady  fettled  twenty  tfaoufand  crowns 
tipon  you.  Is  not  this  a  convincing 
proof,  that  Heaven,  fooner  or  later, 
rewards  thofe  who  walk  in  the  nar- 
row paths  of  virtue?  •  • 
'  You  make  me  no  anfwer,  Jenny ! 
That  bin  A  becomes  you,  and  is  a 
mark  of  your  modefty/— « Very  true,* 
replied  my  mother  s  *  but  that  ought 
not  to  hinder  her  from  throwing  her- 
feif  at  your  ft^et,  Madam,  and  thank- 
ing you  whh  the  rooft  profound  ac- 
knowlolgments  for  aHjrour  favours.^ 
did  fo  immediately,  kiffing  her  hand. 
Rife,  my  dear,"  laid  fte,  taking  me 
in  her  arms ;  *  I  look  upon  you  as  my 
own,  and  will  be  at  the  expence  of 
the  wedding,  which  ihall  be  at  our 
country-leat.  My  hufband  i«  there 
already )  his  preftnt  confilis  of  fom'e 
things  yott  have  feen  before.  As  for 
Mignonne,*- meaning  her  own  daugh- 
ter, *  to  whom  you  are  very  dear,  as 
ibe  has  Hot  much  to  give,  inilf^s  upoii 
<  your  accepting  of  her  ptiA  necklacei* 
'tdy  mother,  charmed  with  fucfa  marks 
of  affeftioB,  wa*  at  a  lofa  ^owto  ex*. 
frefthergntifodr.  Juftatthat  sntbnt 
|hr  lady  was  infenned  that  company 


was  eomiftg  ?n.  We  retired  to  ^mf 
chaiiiber,  vmither  we  w«re  followed  by 
Mkt^l  of  the  fervantif,  to  conmtulate 
With  us  upvm  tK%  good  news,  I  having 
gahied  their  afieSions  by  my  affoble 
behaviour. 

The  day  (blTowing,  mv  father  came: 
Aich  an  alteration  in  nir  daughter  was  a 
great  Airprize  to  him ;  my  iiier  told  me 
he  even  cried  for  joy. 

The  Tuefday  folldv^in^,  to  whicb 
there  were  but  nuec  days,  v«ras  appoint- 
ed for  the  ^iredding.  ItwasuotlpoiEble 
for  me  to  prevent  it.  What  reafofi 
could  I  alledge  again  ft  it  >  A  marriagp 
that  gratified  the  ambition  and  com- 
pleated  the  happinefs  of  our  family:  I 
heard  ifothing  dfi  talked  of |  it  wmt 
only  at  night  I  had  an  ^ortunity  t# 
jent  my  bghs  and  be^^  my  condv-* 
tion. 

At  lad  the  fatal  hour  caine.  On  the 
day  before,  Monfieut  Gripart  lent  me 
rewds  to  the  value  of  tweuty  thoui^nd 
fivres.  Tlie  fafme  day  we  had  repaired 
to  thfe  caftle  of  C— -,  the'place  ap- 
pointed for  our  nuptials.  The  news 
was  fj[>read  in'  the  neighbourhood,  and 
drew  a  great  concourfe  of  people  fcom 
aUparts. 

The  morning  folfOwtng  I  was  caUed 
up  at  four,'  to  be  led,  a  melancholy 
Tiftim,  to  the  altar.  They  did  me  tfai 
honour,  it  is  true,  td  attribute  my  un- 
eafinefs  to  the  fear  and  apprehen(»oia 
uiiial  with  young  women  at  the  ap- 
proach of  marriage.  Alas !  my  thougbcs 
were  far  otherwiie  employed. 

Two  days  before  this,  I  had  ftrug** 
jgled  very  hard  between  the'  TuggefUoit* 
of  love  and  decency.  Love  prompted 
me  to  acquaint  the  marquis  with  the 
Intended  e^oufals  :'  X  knew  how  to  di** 
reft  to  him  j  the  thing  was  feafible#  *  t€ 
^  he  really  loves  me  in  the  manner  hie 

*  evprefles,'  thought  T,  '  and  has  thofoi 

*  honourable  defigns'he  feem  to  hint^ 

*  it  woiild  not  be  a  difficult  matter  f<^ 

*  him  to  break  off  this  fatal  march |  or^ 
^  (hould  his  intentions  be  of  a  di^rena 
^  kind,  my  new  engagement  would  bci 

*  attended  with  h&  regfet/  On  tkc 
other  hand,  decency  difclainjed  ^  sm  j 
Atchr  conduj^,  too  forward  to  become  a 
youn^  woman  well  educated:  it  viraa 
nmnmg  after  a  hufband.    *  What  a 

*  SUgrtLce,'  I  thought,  «if  I  fhoald 
^  aft  thus,  and  he  be  backward  on  his 
'  partt  I  fhould  imk  under  iucb  a  Koa^l 
<  of  afiiiftioa.*  No  fooner  did  I  relolvi 
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mtmxft  but  imionfialely  I  foand  my- 
lelf  iflclinied  to  the  other.  Frightful  is 
fa/Ik  SL  wavering  fituarion  }  and  much  I 
fSf  thofii  who  are  (6  uafortimatt  as  to 
m  aadcr  a  periplextty,  vrithout  being 
aUe  to  COOK  to  a  detcsmiiiadon. 

Wttmhetefsy  tkcf  led  me  to  church. 
Mi&  being  over,  the  ufnal  exhortation 
wm  made:  ^le  ceremony  was  already 
h^gBB )  Monfiear  Gripart  had  even  pro- 
acmaccd  the  fatal  *  I  wUii*  when,  the 
|K&  taming  to  me  for  my  conient»  a 
voice  was  heard  from  the  bottom  of  the 
dnrchy  crying  ont^  <  Hold,  holdi* 

The  curate  was  at  a  ftand :  every  one 
loeM  back.  A  young  woman  made 
her  way  thnragh  the  crowd,  and  com- 
ing v^  to  the  altar,  cieiired  to  (peak  with 
the  pri^  in  private.  He  took  her  into 
the  veftry,  together  with  Madam  'De 
G  ■  ■■  asftd  M.  Oripart.  I  remained  in 
sy  place,  aftoniihed,  and  unable  todi* 
me  the  occafion  of  fuch  an  accident. 

In  the  mean  time  the  people,  fur- 
frixed  at  what  bad  happened,  crouded 
to  the  altar.  Their  eager  and  curious 
eyes  were  fixed  on  me.  Some  (aid  the 
fafide  was  very  handibme,  and  worthy 
ef  her  good  fortune ;  others  laid,  it  was 
a  pity  wiy  thing  ihould  thwart  itj  a 
eoonnrynaan  cried,  *  Ne*ermoin*d,  ihell 
'  get  a  hu&and  fc^  all  this.* 

At  laft  the  veftry  door  opened  :  one 
of  the  dinrdi-wardens  came  to  call  me; 
I  was  no  Iboner  entered  but  the  door 
was  ihat  again. 

'  Your  wedding,  Jenny,  is  put  off 

*  fix*  the  prefent,*  fiud  Madame  De 
G  ,  *  till  fuch  time  as  M.  Gripart 
'  removes  a  (^iRculty  made  by  a  wo- 
'  man,  to  whom,  it  feems,  he  former- 

*  ly  pfomifed  marriage.     She  lives  in 

*  ^  aeigbbourjiood,   and  hearing  he 

*  was  on  the  point  of  efpoufing  you,  ' 

*  has  pnt  in  her  claim  by  this  peribn. 

*  It  was  fomething  late,   indeed,  and 

*  mi^  have  been  Aighted,   but  it  is 

*  better  to  wait  till  the  parties  have  com«- 
'  pfomiiisd  the  matter.* 

'  I.  am  extremely  aiBifled,  Mifs,  at 

*  what  bas  happened/  faid  M.  Gri> 
pan.  <  Youth  has  it's  follies.    I  had 

*  esdrdy  forgot  this  promife;  but  this 

*  dday  will  only  *make  furer  work  of 
'  it,  as  I  am  certain  the  perfon  in  quef- 

*  tioQ  will  hear  reaibn."-^'  No  doubt  of 
'  St,*  repHed  the  young  woman  who  had 
iatmuptcd  our  nuptials ;  *  ibe  only  in- 
'  fifts  upon  marrying  her,  or  nobody.* 
— <  That*s  a  littk  bard/  anfwercd  M% 


Gripart}  <  but  this  is  not  a  place  to  ar- 
*  gue  in )  you  fliall'  go  with  me  in  my 
'  coach  to  her.*  He  prefented  ho:  his 
hand,  and  making  a  low  bow,  retired* 

We  returned  to  the  caftle  $  my  fa- 
ther and  mother  very  much  down  in  the 
'  mouth*  But  my  concern  was  to  hide 
my  joy,  which  ieemed,  I  kneW  not  why, 
to  promife  a  deliverance  from  what  I  h 
much  dreaded. 

But  this  did  not  laft  long  t  M.  Gri- 
part returned  the  next  morning  very 
gays  he  had  removed  the  obfbcfe,  not« 
withftandin^  his  avarice,  which  was 
forced  to  give  way  on  this*  occafion. 
Money  carries  all  before  it.  My  ap- 
prehenfions  returned  ^  my  father  and 
mother  were  as  much  elated.  The  day 
was  once  more  fixed  for  the  weddinjr, 
and  nothing  remained  that  could  pom- 
biy  be  any  hindrance. 

The  eveninjf  before  we  were  to  be 
certainly  married,  we  took  the  air  on  a 
high  terrace  |  it  looked  upon  a  meadow^ 
at  the  end  of  which,  about  forty  paces 
diftant,  was  the  great  road.  The  com- 
pmy  talked  on  feveral  diverting  fub- 
jefts.  M.  Gripart  addrefled  me  with 
his  tedious  courtfliip.  As  I  was  lean-' 
ing  in  a  melancholy  pofture  on  the  baU 
luttrade  of  the  terrace,  amufing  myfelf 
with  the  different  objffts  that  prcfented 
themlelves,  feveral  horfcs,  followed  by  a 
pack  of  hounds,  pafled  leifurely  along 
the  road.  This  hght  reminded  me  S 
what  had  happened  in  the  foreft  of  Fon- 
tainebleau,  the  dear  moment  that  brought 
me  firft  acquainted  with  the  marquis* 
My  eyes  dwelt  with  pleafure  on  the 
prolpe6^.  I  feemed  io  divine  aU  that 
was  to  befal  me. 

A  fingle  perfon,  drefTed  in  green 
trimmed  with  gold,  came  very  gently 
crofs  the  meadow,  in  a  bye  padi'  at  the 
foot  of  the  terrace )  the  horfe,  as  the 
reins  lay  upon  his  neck,  taking  the  ad- 
vantage of  his  rider*s  profound  contem- 
plation, frequently  nopped  to  graze. 
The  gentleman,  by  his  folded  arras  and 
head  hanging  down.  Teemed  to  meditate 
-on  fome  important  affair. 

A  fituation  To  exactly  refembling  my 
own,  made  me  confider  him  very  atten« 
tively.  My  heart  began  to  beat)  in 
viewing  his  features  as  he  drew  nearer, 
methought  I  knew  him.  Alas !  it  was 
the  marquis  himi'clf )  his  image  was  too 
deeply  engraved  to  be  miftaken.  As 
he  paiTcd  by  the  b^Uuitrade  where  I 
Aood|  he  Woked  up  and  put  off  his  hat, 
G  This' 


so 
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This  gave  roc  a  full  view  of  him  5  I 
•was  no  longer  myfelf,  but  ihrieked  out^ 
being  fuddenly  taken  ill. 

Every  one  ran  to  ray  aiHftance.  As 
I  did  not  faint  away,  ray  eyes  were  ne- 
ver off  the  dear  ob  jeft  that  canfed  my  ten  - 
«ler  emotion.  The  marquis  had  (lopped, 
hearing  me  cry  out  j  and  looking  very 
«arneftly,  •  Good  God!*  he  cried,  <  it 
'  is  (he/  Saying  this,  he  clapped  fpurs 
to  his  horfe,  and  was  out  of  ught  in  a 
moment. 

The  company  was  too  bufy  about 
me  to  obferve  what  paifed.  Monfieur 
Gripart  and  my  father  led  me  to  a 
room,  and  laid  me  upon  a  couch. 

As  my  furpriae  was  the  efFeft  of  joy, 
it  was  not  attended  with  any  ill  confe- 
quences:  I  preiently  recovei^,  andfelt 
anunufual  tnn^uillity.  Madame  De 
G— —  had  enquired,  when  the  marquis 
pafled  by,  if  any  one  knew  that  noble- 
man ;  for  fuch  he  appeared  to1>e  by  his 
numerouV  retinue.  My  father'^  com- 
mon fenfe  convinced  him  at  onoe  he 
ought  to  hold  his  tongue  on  this  occa- 
fionj  but  m]^  mother,  either  through 
vanity,  or  an  itch  of  talking,  was  not  Co 
difcreet.     *  Yes,  indeed,  we  know  him 

*  well  enough,'  ihe  cried;  *  it  is  the 

*  Marquis  of  L.  V.  who  brought  our 

*  bride  th^  gratification  fo  much  talked 
«  of.*— «  O  hor  replied  the  lady;  «  if 

<  that  be  the  cafe,  our  wedding  is  like 
'  to  meet  with  another  rub :  I  thought 
'  our  damfel  did  not  change  colour  for 

<  nothing.' — *  Colour  me  po  colours  i* 
cried  my  father  in  a  pet;  '  the  marriage 

*  (hall  go  on;  1*11  be  bound.  Madam, 
«  for  the  pciformance.    If  it  milcarrics, 

*  the  fault  (hall  not  be  on  her  (ide.  The 
^  marquis  is  no  hu(band  for  her.**-'  I 

*  am  mightily  pleafed,'  leplied  Madame 
J>e  G— ',  *  with  what  you  fay ;  but 

*  I  am  at  a  lofs  how  to  behave  in.  cafe 

*  he  comes  here:  however,  it  is  very 

*  well  Monfieur  Giipart  did  not  per- 

*  ccive  what  happened.     Let-every  one 

<  be  upon  their  guard,  and  not  take  any 

*  noticeofitwhenhcispicfent.*  I  heard 
all  this  from  the  next  room. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  lady  was 
informed  that  a  gentleman  defired  to 
fpeak  with  her.  I  eafily  guefTed  wjio, 
and  from  thence  was  much  didurbed. 
My  fatl^r  and  mother  immediately  ob- 
ferved  my  looks,  which  weie  prefently 
Axed. on  the  ground.  Monfieur  Gri- 
part coming  in  at  the  delivery  of  thi 
meiTage,  ciied  out>  <  He  is.  welcome 


*  and  mu((  honour  us  with  his  comptoy 
«  at  fupper.* 

After  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  private 
difcourfe  witn  the  marquis,  Madame  De 
G—  fent  for  me,  I  entered  the  room 
ID  a  fort  of  agony*    <  Come  hither,  my 

*  dear  child,*  iaid  Ae$.  <  employ  the 

*  fway  you  have  over  this  nobleman,  to 

*  aflert  your  own  light  and  the  fortune 

*  offered  to  vou.    Heoppofesyourmar- 

*  riage,  and  proteins  he  will  leave  no« 

*  thing  undone  that  may  prevent  it.* 
The  marquis  was  on  his  knees  before 
Madame  De  G— —  5  but  leaving  her, 
he  addreffed  himfelf  to  roe  in  the  (ztne 
pofture.      <  Ah,  Jenny  I    have  I  dew 

*  ferved,'  fays  he,  *  to  be  the  rooft  for-^ 

*  lorn  of  mankind  V 

How  powerful  is  a  lover  in  fiicb  a 
fubmiiTive  pofture !  I  aiked  him,  with 
tears  in  my  eyes,  *  What  can  you  ex- 

*  pe£l  I  (hould  do  >   I,  that  am  not  my 

*  own  miitrefs  I   In,the  name  of  good- 

*  nefs,  leave  me,'  I  faidj  *  be  gone; 

*  don*t  overwhelm  a  virtuousdifpofitiony 

*  too  much  (haken  by  your  preience.* 
— «  Muft  I  go?'   replied  he.    *  Ah* 

*  Mifs,  is  this  the  reception  you  a(fi>rd 

*  a  perfon  who  adores  you,  and  that, 
'  too,  after  fo  long  an  abfence  ?  One, 
'  who  lives  but  for  you,  from  the  firft 

*  moment  he  faw  your  face  ?  Does  your 

*  good  fortune  dazzle  you,  ungenerous 

*  as  you  are,  and  prevail  upon  you  thus 

<  to  facrifice  me  ?   I  have  wrote  twenty 

*  letters   to   you;    and  what  anfwecs 

*  have  I  itceived !  what  a  one  was  it 

*  you  fcnt  me  but  yefterday!   that  I 

*  (hould  trouble  you  no  more;  thatvou 

<  never  loved  me;  and,  as  a  proor  of 

*  it,  would  accept  of  the  fir(l  match  that 

*  was  propofcd ;   that  I  (hould  never 

<  know  your  abode,  till  you  was  fecure 

*  in  the  arms  of  ahu(band— *     *  Ah! 

*  hold,  Sir,*  I  cried;  '  I  don't  deferve 

*  any  fuch  reproach:  I  never  wrote  to 

*  you.*—*  You  never  wrote  to   me? 

*  Cruel  creature!    I  am  not  to  be  be- 

*  lieved,  then,  without  a  proof  of  what 
'  I  fay !   Heavens,  this  is  a  new  infuk  I 

<  Can  you  think  me  capable  of  being 

*  an  impoftor  ?     But  1  mui^  prove  my 

*  words  ;  til  is  letter,*  continued  he, 
pulling  one  out,  <  will  juftify  me.  Is  this 

*  the  t^Tay  you  make,  after  learning  te 

*  write?*  Looking  upon  the  paper^ 
what  (hould  I  dil'cover  but  Maderaoi* 
feile  DXlbieux*s  hand!  .  Madame  De 
G  ■  ■  came  to  look  upon  it,  and  know« 
ixtg  her  wiiting,  alfurcd  him  of  the 

truth* 
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•Ah,  Madamr  ikid  be,  <  ytm 

*  fcftoR  ae  to  life !  Cbarining  Jtuny^ 
*■  comfkat  what  this  iady  has  begun, 
<  by  promifing  me  not  to  marry  yovr 
«  new  admirer.* — »  As  if  that/  cried  I, 
interrupcittg  him,  '  depended  on  me! 
'  Is  it  DOC  to  you  I  owe  ail  mv  oilic* 
'  tiflQ  >  Am  I  to  withftand  a  father  and 
'  anwdber?  Muftl/ruftiatethegoodin- 

*  teations  of  Uiis  lady?  Heaven  knows, 

*  how  little  either  affe6boB  or  intcreft 
'  influeacea  me  in  going  to  the  aitar.' 
-^  Then  you  will  go?'  replied  the 
narquxs  in  a  noclancholy  voice.     <  You 

*  are  willing  to  compleat  vour  nnptials 
'  and  end  my  life  in  the  (ame  inftant?* 
-^*  God  forbid!*  cried  I,  redoubling 
Kty  tears  §  *  it  is  too  dear,  Heaven  is  my 

*  witncfs.    Alas!  I  love  you  but  too 

*  well  to  enjoy  any  peace  of  mind ; 
'  aeverthdert,  how  can  I  decline  this 

*  match  ?  What  reafons  would  you  have 
'  me  give  for  diibbeying  my  parents  V 
— *  Your  Jove  for  roe,  my  charmer!' 
anfwered  th6  marquis.  *  Ah  I  were 
'  foch  a  declaration  iiiificient,*  replied  I, 

*  with  how  m%ich  pleafure  could  I  make 
'  it!'—*  It  is  enough,  it  is  enough,  my 
'  channing  Jenny,'  cried  the  marquis.— 

*  Pardon,  Madam,  my traufports  J  your' 

*  countenance  tells  roe  my  fituation 
'  moves  you  tocompaflion.     I  have  al- 

*  ready  acquainted  you  with  the  puri- 
'  ty  of  my  intentions  ^  do  you  believe 

*  me  I  Wiil  you  pi:rfonn  your  prom  ife? 

*  Speak  J  you  fee  this  lovely  creature 
<  does  not  dilown  her  pafliou.  Aniwer 
'  mtV  cried  he,  throwing  himfelf again 
again  at  her  feet.     '  Heavens  I  die  he- 

*  fttates :  what  am  I  to  expeft  ?    Will 

*  nothing  lefs  than  the  lad  drop  of  my 
'  blood  prevail  upon  you  ?' 

*  How  much  you  perplex  me,  my 
'  lord  !*  anfwered  Madame  De  G—  ■ 
aiiter  Ibme  paufe.     *  By  what  means 

*  can  an  a£Fair,  fo  far  advanced,   be 

*  broke  off?    It  is  true,  Monfieur  Cri- 

*  part  is  your  inferior  in  point  of  binh, 

*  oeverthelefs  he  is  a  perfon  of  fome  dif- 
'  tinAion  in  the  world.     He  is  our 

*  fnend{   what  colour,  then,   can  we 

*  give  to  our  ref  ufal  ?  On  the  other  fide, 

*  jenny  is  truly  dear  to  me.  A  thou- 
'  £uid  things  occur  at  once.  Your  bo- 
'  ncur  nothing  can  furpa^s,  I  believe ; 

*  your  word,  inviolable,  without  doubt ; 

*  neverthelefs,  you  muft  own,  my  lord 

*  marquis,  that  your  father  can  never  be 

'  brought  to  approve  of  fo  unequaha  ■ 

*  jBakhj  he  has  alr^dy  explained  him- 
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*  felf  on  that  fubje6^,  and  would  never 

*  forgive  me,  did  be  fufpe^i  me  capable 

*  of  giving  the  leail  encouragement  in 

*  an  afiair  of  this  nature.  Ine  rooft  I 
'  can  poflibly  do,  is  to  foliil  the  pro - 

*  mife  my  corooaflion  extorted  in  your 

*  behalf:  I  will  find  means  of  defer* 

*  rio^  this  wedding  eight  days  longer, 
'  dunng  which  time  do  your  endeavour 

*  to  brnk  it  off,  without  drawing  any 

*  fufpicion  on  Jenny.'  Saying  this,  (tie 
left  the  room  j  I  was  about  to  follow, 
but  the  marquis  ftopped  me. 

*  Stay  one  moment,*  faid  he  with  a 
(brrowful  diftraAed  air,  '  unlefs  vou 
will  fee  me  dead  at  your  feet.  Can 
you  abandon  me  thus  to  defpair  ?*— • 
Good  God  y  replied  I,  terrified  at  fee- 
ng  him  in  this  condition,  *  what  can  I 
do  f  What  anfwbr  would  you  have 
me  make  to  the  reafons  you  juft  now 
heard  alledgedT— <  That  you  (light 
them  all  for  my  fake,*  faid  he,  '  and 
declare  again  ft  this  detefted  match.* 
-^  How!'  continued  I,  *  would  you 
bring  my  chara6ler  in  queftion  with 
perlbns  to  whom  I  am  fo  much  oblig- 
ed ?*— «  Far  from  it,'  cried  he,  *  your 
reputation  is  dearer  to  me  than  life 
itfelf  $  I  would  not,  for  the  world, 
be  the  occafion  of  your  ruin.  I 
am  ready  to  marry  you  myleif ;  re- 
ceive my  plighted  troth,  my  folemn 
vows  5  I  call  Heaven  to  witncfs  I  will 
marry  none  but  you.  Th-s  has  all 
along  been  my  deiign,  and  1  only 
waited  i  favourable  opportunity  to 
convince  you  of  it.  I  have  a  lather, 
it  is  true  ;  but  if  you  will  confent  to 
make  me  fo  happy,  we  may  eafily  be 
mamed  without  his  knowing  of  it. 
He  is  advanced  in  years,  and  cannot 
live  long)  though  God  forbid  I  ihould 
defirc  his  -death  1  I  would  fooner  die 
myfclf.  I-  am  even  unwilling  to  give 
him  the  leaft  uneafinefs ;  and  for  that 
reafon  propofe  being  married  private- 
ly. It  yau  love  me—'  *  I  do  love 
you,'  cried  I,  <  alas  1  bCyond  what 
can  be  exprefleci.  But,  my  lord,  I 
will  never  confent  to  fuch  a  marriage 
to  giin  the  world.  I  love  you,  again 
I  repeat  it.  Do  you  alk  a  proof?  I 
wMl  difobey  my  parents^  if  it  is  nc- 
ccrd'ary:  yes,*  continued  I,  redoubling 
my  tears,  *  I  will  fet  every  one  againft 
me,  but  that  is  all  you  mud  expe^.* 
— *  What !'  cried  the  marquis,  with 
great  emotion,  *  will  you  rsfuie  rac  ?  lS>o 
you  fuip^^  my  prateftations>  Can 
O  %  •  you 
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*  joi^  thijik  nie  ib  perfidious  a  villain  V 
^  m^  Noy  no/  replied  I,  ioterrupting  hini| 

*  I  have  an  entire  confidence  in  -you, 

*  and  am  fully  convinced  what  ho- 
'  nourable  fentiments  you  arepleafed 
'  to  entertain  in  my  regard,  and  bv 
'  conquering  the  weaknefles  my  pai- 
^  fion  tnrpires  me  with, 'will  in  iome 
^  meafure  deferve  them.    My  honour 

*  is  all  I  poiTefs ;  in  the  name  of  good- 

*  nefs,  do  not  feek  it^s  ruin,  nortamiih 

*  it  by  fuch  propofals/  I  hadnofooner 
faid  this,  but  I  ran  away  as  &ft  as  pof- 
(ible.  Madame  De  G— ,  who  had 
Over-heard  us,  ftopped  me.    *  Come  in- 

*  %o  this  room,^  fays  (he ;  <  I  have  fome- 

*  -thing  of  the  greateft  confequence  to 

*  impart  to  you.*  She  locked  ^he  door 
upon  us;  and  making  me  fit  down^ 
(poke  in  the  following  manner. 

<  I  (hall  never  forget  the  proofs  you 
«  have,  in  my  hearing,  juft  now  given 

<  of  your  difcretion,*  continued  Ma- 
dame Dc  G— «— :  «  when  we  have 
«  more  leifure,  I  (hall  exprefs  my  fatif- 

<  faction  )  in  the  mean  time,  let  me  ex- 

<  hort  you  never  to  fwerve  from  fo  fair 
«  a  path.     Whilft  my  ear,  attentive  to 

<  your  tender  converiation,  enjoyed  the 

<  pleafure  of  a  fcene,  wherein  virtue 

<  triumphed  over  love,  my  eyes  fixed 

<  on  the  park,  were   ftruck  with  the 

*  fight  of  fcvcral  people   in  motions 

*  attonifhed  to  fee  ftrangers  pafling 
4  backwards  and  forward,  i  placed  my- 

*  felf  at  the  window,  fb  as  not  to  be 

*  feen  j  judge  of  my  fuiprize,   when 

<  I  obl'erved  among  five  or  fix  horfe* 

<  men,  a  livery  belonging  to  one, 
^  whofe  name  will  make  you  tremble, 

<  A   park-keeper  led   the   way,   and 

<  opened  them  a  door  into  the  green- 

*  houfe.  After  this  hfdifcourfcd  awhile 

*  with  a  ^lerfon  in  laced  deaths  j  X 
«  tremble  to  think  it  mufk  be  the  Che- 
^  valier  D'Elbicux :    that  wretch  has 

*  certainly  got  intelligence  where  you 

*  are,  and,  hurried  on  by  his  brutal  ap- 
4  petites,  has  fome  wicked  defign.' — 

*  Ah,  Madam  I'  cried  I,  trembling,  *  J 
'  am  ruined  unlefs  you  ftand  my  fnendf 

*  Your  conjedlures   are  but  too  well 

*  grounded :  what  you  fay,  reminds  me 

*  of  fomething  that  gave  me  no  fmall 
1  uneafinefs ;  it  was  with  difficulty  I  put 

*  it  out  of  my  head.     Only  lad  night, 

<  Madam,'  continued  I,  *  as  well  as 

*  fear  would  let  me,  I  heard  a  noife  at 
«  my  door;  I  waked  your  chamber- 
«  maid,  but  was  obliged  to  fpeak  preKy 
'.loud  fiid,    Upoi^  this  a  yoicc;,  which 


*  I  am  fure  I  have  heard  before,  ftM/ 
«  We  muft  retire."    I  was  terrified,' 

*  and  crept  clofe  to  Ifabel ;'  but  ht  only 

<  laughed  at  my  apprehenfion,  faying,  if 

*  was  only  fome  of  the  fervants  who 

*  had  been  at  the  alehoufe  whilft  the 

*  family  was  in  bed,  and  hearing  me 

<  fpeak,  were  afraid  of  being  di(bover« 

*  td.    But  for  all  (he  could  fay,  I  re- 

*  mained  very  much  frlghtdned,  ftiir 

*  fancying  I  heard  the  fame  noife.*— 

*  I  eauly  imagine,*  replied  Madame  De 
G— — ^«  who  heard  me  with  great  atten- 
tion, *  thxnhere  might  have  been  over- 
'  night  a  defign  of  carrying  you  ofFi 

*  but  the  great  company  at  idj^per,  and 

<  who   (laid   very  late,  might  oblige* 

*  them  to  defer  it.     This  is  a  trouble- 

*  fome  affair,  and  I  am  at  a  lofs  how  to 

*  difappoint  their  enterprize :  it  is  well 

*  the  marquis  is  ftill  here  $  he  is  fully 
'*  fufHcient  to  curb  their  infolence,  and 

<  his  interefl  in  the  affair  will  not  fuflfer 
«  him  to  ftand  neuter.'—*  Good  God, 

*  Madam!*   cried  I,   *  take  care;  he 

*  muft  not  know  that  the  chevalier  is 

*  here,  if  it  be  he :  be  pleafed  to  recoU 

*  le6l  what  has  already  paflcd  between* 

*  thofe  two  rivals,  and  the  dire  refent- 
*  *  ment  they  bear  to  each  other.— Hea- 

*  vens !  what  have  I  done,  to  deferve  (b 

<  much  cruelty  at  your  hands!*  This 
exclamation  was  attended  with  a  flood 
tears.  *  But,*  continued  I,  alarmed  at 
the  danger  which  furrounded  me, '  would ' 

*  it  not  be  befl  for  me  to  make  my  e(cape» ' 

<  whilft  it  is  pra6licablc?*  — *  Good 

*  God !  whither  would  you  go,'my  dear 
'  child?*  cried  Madame DeG—,  in* 
terrupting  me.     *  Befides,  you  cannot 

<  imagine  but  we  are  obferved :.  nevcr- 

*  thelefs,  I  muft  approve  of  your  pra^ 

*  pofal,  as  it  is  the  only  expedient  for 

*  preventing  the  intended  mifchi(^f :  as 

*  for  this  village,  it  is  not  only  incon- 

*  iiderable,  but  cannot  afford  one  mai^ 

*  who  will  face  any  of  the  people  I  have 
'  *  feen.    It  is  true,  now  I  think  on  it» 

<  there  is  a  pla^e  of  fecurity,  not  far 

*  off,  where  you  would  be  welcome^ 
'  but  befides  the  chevalier's  (pies,  I  ap* 

*  prehend  the  marquis  himfielf  will  op- 

*  pofe  the  execution  of  fuch  a  deBgn  ^ 

*  he  is  far  from  fatisfied  in  the  fitua- 

*  tion  wherein  you  left  htm ;  he  muft 

*  fee  and  talk  farther  with  you ;  lovers 

*  never  think  they  have  faid  all :  and,  a« 

<  if  thefe  obftacles  were  not  enough^ 

*  Monfieur  Griparr,  my  hufband,  your 

*  relations,  are  all  waiting  for  us.*— ^ 

<  Thsit  fi|;Qiiie^  nothing,  Ma.dapQ,*  cried 
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I)  *  feO  Mc  Imt  die  place,  where  you 
ftyl  HmD  be  &fe  from  tjiefc  purAiits. 
f  will  ma  aa¥  hMcund  to  reach  it.*— • 
The  ahbci«  of  a  monaftery  about  two 
liroBi  hence/  leplied  Madame 
i»  my  particular  friend^ 
aid  owes  her  fortune  to  me.*-—*  jPear 
M*dam/  cried  I,  kifling  her  hands, 
elder  ibmebody  to  conchift  ihe  thi« 
fher;  every  moment  is  precious  $  I 
Mmbles  do  you  acquaint  Monfieur 
J)e  G  what  has  happened,  whilft 

1  join  the  company,  and  put  the  beft 
hiat  I  can  on  the  matter.    When  you 
have    ooatrtved   the  means   for   my 
cftape,  tipcm  the  leaft  item,  I  will  flip 
away,  or  feign  an  indifpofition,  which 
will  not  be  folpeded  after  my  faint- 
iaf-fit)  they  will  imagine  I  am  in 
my  cfaaunber,  and  coofequently  make 
no  eaqniry  3  as  for  the  reft,  I  have 
been  u£ed  to  riding,  and  if  a  horfe  be 
pmvided  at  the  end  of  the  village,  I 
flnil  ealily  join  the  person  you  appoint 
for  my  guide.'—*  Ah !  Jenny,  Jen- 
ny r  crM  Madame  De  G— ,  tak- 
ing me  in  her  arms,  *  how  ingenious  is 
a  virtooiis  mind  j  your  fcheme  is  per- 
hCdy  well  concerted,   and  wiU,  I 
hope,  fucceed.    Depend  upon  it,  you 
will  always  find  a  mother  in  roe  $  your 
virtue  at  once  charms  and  interefts 
me  in  your  behalf.'—'  Indeed,  Ma- 
dam/ irplied  I  with  tears  in  my  eyes, 
I  will  fooner  forfeit  my  life  than  my 
reputation  i  but,  alas  I  I  am  going  to 
loleyou,^  added  I,  crying  very  hearti- 
ly.    *  No,  DO,  Jenny,*  replied  Madame 
De  G         >  '  I  (hall  ever  be  a  tender 
parent  to  you  3 1  will  come  to  fee  you, 
and  when  things  are  fettled  will  brine 
von  back.     Dry  up  your  tears,  and 
Ut  US  not  lofe  one  moment.* 
Madame  De  Gi        embraced  me^  and 
we  were  on  the  point  of  leaving  the 
room,  when  the  door  was  thrown  epen 
on  a  fodden.     It  was  the  marquis  ^  he 
fafleaed  the  door  after  him,  looking  up- 
on us  with  diftraftion  in  his  eyes.     *  I 

*  have  heard  all  that  haa  pafied,  Ma- 

*  dam,*  cried  he,  addreffing  himfelf  to 
the  lady;  *  there  is  a  defign  to  rob  me 
f  of  Jenny,  but  you  muft  take  my  life 

*  firft.  Alas !  what  have  I  done  to  de« 
<  fervc  fuch  treatment  ?  Heavens !  can- 
f  not  my  wretched  condition  move  your 
'  {Hty?' Saying  this,  he  threw  himfelf  at 
the  lady*s  feet,  and  took  me  by  ihe  hand, 
alTuring  us  both  that  I  ihould  not  go 
iway,  ^t  yrhs|t  v^vld  ba{>pen.|  aii4  that 


Si 

if  we  did  not  immediately  promi(e  ais 
much,  he  would  lay  himfelf  dead  at  our 
feet. 

The  appreheniion  for  my  lover's  life, 
^e  danger  he  would  be  ex  poled  to  in 
meeting  with  the  chevaliei*,  who  might 
every  moment  furprize  us  and  open  a 
tragical  fcene,  eipboldened  me  io  aft  in 
a  manner  far  diflferent  from  my  inclina** 
tions  and  ufual  behaviour.    *  Rife,  my 

<  lord,*  faid  I,  looking  ftedfaftly  on 
him,  with  a  diflembled  anger,  *  and  if 

*  ypu  really  love  me—*    *  If  I  love 

*  you  ?  Ungrateful  creature !'  replied 
the  forrowful  marquis  $  *  is  this  the  firfl: 

*  time?  How  well  convinced  ought  you 
«  to  be  ?  What  I  have  fuffered— *     '  Z 

*  aik  it  as  a  favour,'  continued  I  in  the 
fame  tone,  <  that  you  would  hear  me 

*  without  interruption;    *  and  fince  I 

*  may  depend  on  your  affeftion  for  a 
'  punftual  compliance  with  what  I  ani 

*  going  to  propofe,  I  ihall  Io<5k  upon 
'  fuch  a  deference  as  a  convincing  proof 

*  of  what  you  have  fo  often  vowed  j 

*  othcrwife  you  muft  expcft  no  return 

*  from  me.     Call  reafon  to  your  afllft- 

*  ance'j  without  it,  love  is  but  folly. 

*  I  ihould  be  unworthy  of  the  regard' 

*  you  ezprefs  for  me,   and  what  you 

*  feem  to  propofe,  did  I  blindly  follow 

*  the  dilates  of  your  painon;  fopne^ 

*  or  later,  you  would  b^  the  firft  iii 

*  making  me  repent  my  weaknefs.  The 

*  intentions  you  have  declared  in  thiji 

*  lady*8  prefence,  leave  me  no  room  to 

«  doubt  of  your  cftecm,  the  grcatnefs  of  ^ 

<  which  honour  I  am  fully  fenfible  of  z 

<  but  the  more  you  debate  yourfelf  ir^ 

*  my  behalf,  the  more  I  ought  to  rife 

<  above  my ielf.     She  is  no  longer  Jen- 

<  ny,  the  country  hfs,  wbo  fpeaks  to^ 

<  you,  but  a  perfon  infpired  by  the 
«  honours  this  lady  has  confen-ed  up- 

*  on  her,  and  elcvatfed  far  above  her 

*  birth;  who  rePrrves  herfelf  for  you 

*  by  fuch  methods  as  you  will  ofie  day 

*  approve  of,  and  who,  through  a  diHn-, 

*  tereftednefs  not  very  common,  facri- 

*  fices  to  you  a  prefent  cftablifliment ' 

*  for  an  uncertain  one  to  come;  for 
'  who  can  allure  me  that  you  will  not 

*  change  your  mind  hereafter  in  regard 
'  of  one  who  has  nothing  but  her  vir- 

<  tue  to  balance  the  wretchednefs  of  her 

*  birth.     I  am  engaged  to  Monfieur 

*  Gripart,  and  to  morrow  I  muft  re- 

*  ceivc  him  for  a  bulband ;  a  monaftery 

<  is  the  only  means  left  me  toward  o^ 
«  the  blow  you  dtead  fo  much, -and  to 

*  prove 
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*  prove  how  entirely  I  am  yours.  Would 
'  jrott,   therefore,  by  an  unfeafbnable 

*  oppofition,  compleat  a  marriage  which 
'  snuiVreparateusforever?  Thccloifter 

*  will  be  an  honourable  pretext )  and, 

*  by  declaring   a  vocation  of  a  long 

*  Rauding  to  it,  T  may  with  credit  break 

*  through  the  engagements  I  am  under. 

*  Can  you  be  fo  unreafonable  as  to  op- 
*•  pofe  a  proje6i, entirely  formed  to  oblige 

*  you  alone  \    This,  my  lord,  is  what 

*  I  had  to  fay.  I  Hiall  argue  no  longer : 

*  but  I  iblemnly  declare,'  continued  I, 
In  a  very  podtive  manner,  '  if  you  will 

*  Hot  agi-ee  to  fuch  proper  methods,  and 

*  iietire  from   hence  this  very  moment, 

*  I  am  refolvcd  to  marry  M.  Gripart, 

*  and  never  fee  your  face  more.* 
Saying  this,  I  turned  my  head  aiide, 

left  my  teai  s  fhould  betray  me.  The 
marquis  rofe  quite  aftoni/hed,  feized  my 
iiand,  and  bathed  it  with  his  tears.  How 
dangerous'  is  a  man  beloved,  when  he 
appears  in  fuch  an  attitude  !  A  virtuous 
jfoung  woman  (houid  never  look  on  fuch 
afpe^laclc}  and  it  was  happy  for  me 
that  fo  refpe6led  a  perfon  as  Madame 
Dc  G—  was  prefent  j  otherwife,  rny 
lieart  would  have  foon  recalled  what  my 
virtue  h»d  advanced.  On  fuch  occa- 
fions,  flight  is  our  compkattft  victory. 
IforcW  mywaV,  and  (hut  myftlf  into  a 
ctofet.  The  lady  at  lart  appealld  the 
n^quis,  promifmg  to  fend  him  an  ac- 
count'of  me;  and  bohaved  fo  well  to 
lum,  tliai  atter  cxpreiTing  himfelf  in  the 
noft  affectionate  terms  in  my  regard, 
|>e  retired.  My  heart  was  attentive  to 
all  he  faid.  and  (h'\red  his  trnnfpoi-ts. 
Ah,  Lover  if  thou  do(l  'aftbrd  lumc 
fweets,  thy  pains  are  cruel !  My  1  ner 
was  no  fooncr  gone,  but  .lii  .my  rt'r.Iii- 
tion'vanifhed.  J  ran  over  every  lylla- 
ble  he  had  uttered,  and  the  weaknefs  I 
an?  going  to  acknowledge,  is  at  ieall  a 
balance  to  tht  lofiy  aira  I  juft  now  af- 
furacd :  I  have  my  choice,  whether  to 
divulge  it  or  not,  for  no  one  can  contra- 
dift  me  as  to  what  pafTes  in  my  own 
brcaft^  hitherto  I  have  concealed  it,  but 
jn  entering  upon  thefe  Memoirs  I  pro- 
feffed  finccrily,  and  am  refolved  to  keep 
my  word  ;  bcfidcs,  it  may  perhaps  be  of 
fonie  fervice  to  young  perfons  of  my 
ewn  fcx,  forwhofe  benefit  I  write  thdc 
Memoirs,  to  be  let  into  the  methoils  I 
was  fo  fortunate  "as  to  put  in  pra^icc 
tor  curbing  the  vivacity  of  inclination  ; 
a  rock  on  which  they  are  frequently 
q^  away,  and  which  cannot  be  ^void* 


cdy  unlefs  not  only  fure  g«idt$  in  the 
paths  of  virtue  be  confultedy  btit  all 
occafions  are  carefully,(hunnedy  of  calU 
ing  to  mind  fuch  deluding  ideas.  ^  Ex- 
cufe  this  digrefiion :  thofe  who  think  it 
tedious,  will  do  well  to  (kip  itj  the  book. 
will  be  the  fooner  read. 

As  foon  as  Madame  De  G— -  waa 
rid  of  the  marquis  (he  went  to  her  huf- 
band :  the  account  (he  ^ve  ftartled  him  % 
he  was  of  the  fame  opinion,  that  it  waa 
highly  neceifary  to  remove  me.  Atrufty 
fervant,  according  to  his  dire£Uon,  car- 
ried me  that  very  evening,  ,unperceived 
by  any  one,  to  the  mooaftery  of  St, 
N— ,  where  I  was  courteoufly  re- 
ceived. 

The  continual  difquiets  I  had  under- 
gone, harraited  me  too  much  to  think  oF 
any  fupper.  Being  dedrous  of  goinjr  tso 
relt,  I  'was  conducted  to  a  neat  little 
chamber,  apd  prelently  went  to  bed« 
abandoning  mylclf  wholly  to  grief.  The  • 
greater  part  of  the  night  I  futfcred  cru- 
elly ;  the  marquis,  prefent  to  my  ima- 
gination, feemed  dill  to  lament  himfelf 
at  my  feet :  I  comforted  him  in  a  Ian* 
guage,  alas  !  far  different  from  what  I 
mentioned  before.  How  happy  would 
he  1iave  thought  himfelf  had  he  been 
h)' !  I  blamed  uiyfeif  for  not  giving  him 
the  tendered  proofs  of  my  aire6lion» 
Thofe  who  know  what  love  is,  will 
eafily  enter  into  my  condition,  and  mu(t 
own  fuch  a  night  to  have  been  ver/ 
fiightful.  The  oppreiTion  I  laboured 
under  at  laft  gnve  place  to^  broken, 
terrifying  deep,  ariUng  from  my  prefent 
circumftances }  I  dreamed  of  nothing 
but  rapes  and  duels.  Methought  the 
marquis,  overpowered  by  the  furioua 
c^Liviilier,  with  his  laft  breath  protefta 
his  low.'.  O  Heavens  I  I  am  feized  by 
the  Lonqiicror.  This  dream  was  fo 
lively,  that  I  ihrted  out  of  my  fleep 
with  a  lovid  fiirlck. 

The  lull  WIS  alrea(!y  above  the  ho- 
rizon, and  (hone  into  my  cell ;  I  caft  a 
melancholy  look  on  the  feveral  obje£ls 
which  furronnded  me  :  ;:  large  wooden 
crucifix,  with  a  death^s  l<cad  at  it^s  foot, 
made  me  fliudder^  a  torrent  of  tears 
enfucd.  When  the  heart  is  opprefTed, 
every  thing  affe£)s  itj  a  devout  reflexion 
teirified  mej  I  thought  a  crucified  God, 
whofe  fufferings  I  theje  luw  reprefent* 
cd,  reproached  me  with  my  weaknefs. 
Alas  I  what  could  I  addrefs  to  him  but 
my  tears  :  and  they  were  very  plentiful. 
I  thiew  myfelf  at  the  (oot  o|  the  cru- 
^  ci&c. 
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<3it  I  calfei  upon  God,  and  found  my 
aflidioo  abate.  I  thought  he  fpoke, 
teackiag  me  that  patience  of  which  he 
ftnrcd  himfelf  fo  perfeft  an  example. 
Looking  towards  one  end  of  my  cham- 
ber, a  pidhiFe  of  hell,  wherein  multi- 
tudes of  devils  were  reprefented  tbhnent- 
iig  the  damned,  ftnick  a  terror  into  mej 
I  turned  away  my  eyes  from  fo  hideous 
a  fight.  «  Alas  !*  I  thoodit,  <  I  (hall 
' «  ooe  day  fall  a  prey  to  tnefe  enemies 

*  of  mankind,  if  I  continue  thus  to  fol- 
'  bv  die  bent^f  my  inclinations  !*  Our 
ante's  exhortations  came  freih  into  my 
mind)  I  prayed  to  God  to  have  mercy 
en  me.  Nature  muft  yield  when  long 
a&aited ;  I  grew  faint,  and  threw  myfeft 
i^tD  the  bed  a^in,  pulling  the  cloaths 
over  me.  1  fluvered,  and  as  often  as 
the  idea  of  my  loveroffered  to  refume  it*s 
nfual  fwaj,  I  drove  it  from  me  with 
great  eameftnefs,  looking  from  time  to 
time  on  the  crucifix,  as  a  falutary  an- 
laAott  a^nft  fuch  a  deluding  poifon. 
Pirt  of  tbe  morning  was  fpent  in  this 
manner,  when  my  chamber  door  open- 
ed :  *  Ave!^  faid  an  ancient  nun  coming 
a;  *  dear  Mifs,  how  have  yon  refted  ? 
'  What,  not  up  yet  ?  Madame  De 
'  G  is  below  m  the  abbefs^s  par- 

*  lour,  who  has  ient  for  you.'-—*  Good 

*  God  !^  cried  I,  tranfported  at  fuch 
agreeable  news,    *how   long  has  ihe 

*  been  here  ?  How  does  (he  do?    What 

*  does  (he  fay  ?*  I  aiked  a  thouiand 
ipieftions  at  once.  <  Put  on  your 
'  doaths,*  replied  the  good  nun,  with- 
eot  giving  me  any  anfwer  j  <  you  will 
■  know  Si  by  and  bye  j  you  arc  waited 
'  for:  but  be  fore  you  fay  you  prayers 
'  before  you  leave  your  chamber }  the 

*  M  duty  of  the  day  is  to  offer  our 

*  hearts  to  God.  Somebody  will  come 
'  for  you  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour.*  Say- 
ing this  Ihe  left  me,  counting  her  beads 
very  devoutly.  I  jumped  out  of  bed  very 
haftily,  faying  my  prayers  and  dreiEng 
myfdf  all  at  once,  to  fave  time,  expea- 
iiig  to  hw  of  the  marquis.  How  fmall 
a  matter  dries  up  a  fit  of^deVotion,  found- 
ed only  on  the  sally  of  a  pafTionl  Ma- 
dame De  G— *s  arrival  replaced  the 
marquis  in  my  heart.  *  But,  my  God,* 
£iid  1,  with  an  air  of  con6dcnce,  *  I 
'  love  thee  with,  all  my  ibul  j  and  may 

*  I  not  referve  a  little  love  for  a  man 

*  whofe  intentions  tend  to  nothing  but 

*  what  is  lawful  ?*  I  began  to  think 
myielf  not  fo  very  much  to  blame. 
My  heart  was  bnficd  in  regolxting  theft 


things  fnitably  to  it*s  inclinations,  whea 
another  nun,  whofe  beautiful  counte* 
nance  was  exceedingly  amiable,  came 
into  my  chamber,  telling  roe  in  a  very 
engaging  manner,  (lie  was  come  for 
me.      <  Good   God  !*  faid  (he,    <  yo« 

*  have  been  crying :  I  am  conceined  for 

*  ypu }  I  am  apt  to  think  you  do  not 

*  rdifh  a  monaftery.     Alas !  you  are 

*  not  the  only  one.*  I  looked  earneftly 
at  her,  finding  a  comfort  in  what  flie 
faid  ;  but  (he  cafl  down  her  eyes,  and 
feeined  vexed  with  herlelf,  for  fpeaking 
her  mind  fo  freely.  There  areperfons, 
the  firfl  iight  of  whom  gains  our  affec- 
tions ;  this  jiandfbme  nun  was  one  cff 
that  number.  I  embraced  her  with  great 
tendemefs,  after  which  we  went  down 
flairs. 

When  I  came  into  the  abbefs^s  par- 
lour I  ran  haftily,  without  reAtStion,  to 
Madame  De  Q  ,  who  wasac  the 
grate.  -*  Good  monvw,  my  dear^*  faid 
that  good  lady  i  *  but  you  ought  firft  to 

*  falute  your  worthy  (uperior:  (he  is  of 

*  a  fweet  difpofitionj  I   have  fpoke\to 

*  her  in  your  behalf,  and  (he  is  willing 

*  to  take  the  charge  of  your  education.* 
Struck  with  this  hajangue,  which  boded 
me  no  good,  I  turned  to  the  abbeft,  and 
kiffed  her  hands;  (he  embraced  me,  bid- 
ding me  not  to  cry,  (for  the  tears  flood 
in  my  eyes.)  *  She  never  was  among 
'  religious  people  before,*  faid  (he,  '  I 

*  perceive  J  (he  is  frightened,  but  «(e 

*  will  make  it  eafy.*— *  Pardon   mc^ 

*  Madam,'  I  cried,  thinking  (he  meant 
that  I  had  no  religion,  *  I  love  God 

*  with  ail  my  heart.* — «  I  don*t  doubt 
^  it,*  anfwered  the  abbefs  with  a  cougb 
of  a  quarter  long  j  *  I  believe  you  are 

*  very  devout  and   very  virtuous.'— 
She  is  a  very  good  girl,^  added  Ma- 


dame De  i 


*  the  air  of  a  convent 


*  is   not  very  agreeable  at  drfk,  but 

*  there  are  many  things  vrhich  require 
<  patience  and  reile6tion ;  but  more  of 

*  that  another  time.* '  Saying  this,  (he 
winked  upon  me,   as  much  as  to  fay, 

*  Stay  till  we  are  alone;  I  have  a  great 

*  deal  of  news.* 

The  abbefs  having  maftered  her 
cough,  with  plenty  of  mallows  and 
liquorifh  to  loofen  her  huiky  lungs, 
began  to  open  again,  and  make  a  confi- 
dante of  her  old  friend  Madame  X>e 
G  ,  concerning  all  the  little  animo- 
£ties  on  foot  in  the  convent  j  (he  gave 
her  a  long  detail  of  the  various  humours 
and  diflcrent  intereAs  among  then?. 
♦  Wwuld 


S6 

*  Would  you  b«licvc/  CM  Ae  very 
-vehemently,  not  thinking  of  her  weak 
breafty  *  that  the  dire£lor,  our  dear  fa- 

ther>  who  had  always  been  my  friend* 
(hat  he.  ihould  behave  widi  great 
coldnefs  to  me  ?  Surprizing !  The 
very  firft  time  I  perceived  it,  I  em- 
ployed Mother  Gertrude*  in  whom  I 
have  an  entire  confidence,  to  find  out 
the  reafon.  Could  you  imagine,  my 
dear  lady,  what  I  then  discovered? 
that  he  was  grown  very  intimate  with 
Mother  St.  Elizabeth;  v^ho,whilftiii 
the  world,  as  well  as  here,  you  know, 
never  loved  me  \  Now  judge  whence 
the  blow  pomes.  Nevertlielefs,  God 
is  my  witnefs,  I  nnide  a  facrifice  of 
my  rtfentment,  it  being  in  my  power, 
as  abbefs,  (unworthy)  to  make  her 
feufible  of  it ;  inftead  of  that,*  conti- 
nued (he,  growing  warmer  and  thump- 
'^^ng  the  board,  *  I  have  promoted  her  to 
the  bed  offices  in  the  community,  even 
that  of  treaiurer ;  judge  now,  treafur- 
er !  fo  confiderable,  that  in  one  point 
(he  may  controul  the  abbefs  herfelf. 
She  is*  a  very  fcrpent  whom  1  have 
cheri/hed  in  my  brealt.*  That  wofd 
was  very  diltin^j  painon  uttered  it, 
while  charity  was  forgot:  it  is  true 
every  inve6kive  was  qualiiied  with  a 
Cod.forgive  me  ;  but  HtWlfie  is  a  ^ery 
ferp^nt  was  tlie  burden  of  the  fong. 

*  To  rob  me  of  the  friendikip  of  our  di- 

*  reflor,  oiir  father,  fuch  a  father !  he 
'*  that  abfoives  us,   purifies  us,    and 

*  condufls  us  to  heaven !  Do  you  ap« 

*  preheod  the  great  confequence  ?  An, 

*  Madam  1  I  m^Il  never  be  comforted/ 
This  converfation,  which  from  my. 

longing  to  be  alone  with  Madame  De 
G  ■',  became  infupporiably  tedious* 
was  fortunately  interrupted  by  a  nun*s 
<;oming  in  with  her  veii  over  her  face  \ 
at  her  entrance  (he  bowed  to  the  grouild, 
and  then  kifTed  the  abbefs' s  hands,  who 
very  devoutly  embraced  her  head,  tell- 
ing her  to  put  up  her  veil,  for  there 
were  no  men  prclent.  *■  What  would 
<  you  have  with  me,  dear  mother  T 
continued  the  abbefs.  The  nun  began 
to  whifper  in  her  ear  \  but  ihe  certainly 
thought  wre  were  deaf,  for  ihe  fpoke  io 
loud  that  I  heard  every  word.  *  Mighty 

*  well,*  replied  che  abbefs,  *  I  am  com- 

*  ing ;  do  you  ftay  for  me  on  the  (lairs. 
«  «^ Would  you  believe,*  faid  (he,  ad* 
dretTmg  herfelf  to  Mstdame  De  G-«— — , 

*  what  they  are  doing  ?  there  is  another 

*  .cabal  on  foot,  I  am  told^  three  qI  the 
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*  ancients*  and  the  good  father  and  dStm 

*  re£lor*  are  now  Jotting  againft  ne 

*  in  the  Trinity  parlour :  there  is  a  iirt«> 

*  vate  place  firom  whence  I  can  overhear 
<  them*  unlefs  my  continual  coughinf^ 

*  'does  fpoil  all ;  but  Heaven  will  fup« 

*  port  me.    Adaeu;  mum!  yoa  fee  ttic 

*  confequence.*  Saying  this*  the  ab^ 
befs  retired*  giving  roe  a  little  pat  as 
Ihe  paifed  by*  and  mutten&g  fomethini^ 
to  herfelf. 

*  Come  near,  Jeany**  faid  Madame 
De  G-  ,  as  (bon  as  we  were  akMie % 
'  let  us  take  this  opportunity  the  abbe^ 

*  has  given  us,  to  whom  what  I  have 

*  to  fay  to  you  muft  be  a  profound  fo» 

*  cret)  we  (hould  be  ruined,  were  it 

*  known  you  are  the  caufe  of  what  ham 

*  happened  USt  night.  Refolutioa  is 
'  requilite*  my  dear  \  the  news  I  bring 
^  will  not  be  very  agreeable*  but  rather 

*  far  from  it«  *  Here  (he  paufed  a  while 
to  recoiled  herfelf.  This  melancholy 
prologue  went  to  my  heart*  and  Icarce 
left  me  ftrength  to  hear  the  new  cataT^ 
trophe,  which  flie  rented  in  the  follow* 
ing  words. 

<  You  had  fcarce  left  my  houie,*  csii<# 

nued  Madame  De  G— *— ,  *  when  NT. 

Gripart  came  to  me  in  a  violent  hurry* 

What  is  this  I  hear*  Madam  r*  iiiid 

he ;  '<  I  had  like  to  have  been  finely 

bubbled  here;  I  chanced  to  overhear 

two  footmen  talking  together  in  the 

park,  otherwife  my  market  would 

nave  been  made  in  avery  notable  match 

truly !  Would  any  one  have  believed 

that  (he  could  look  fo  demun,  aad 

yet  marry  a  huiband  and  retain  her 

gallant?  I  had  pleaiied  myielf  with 

the  thoughts  of  making  her  fortune} 

but*  thank  my  ftarsi  I  aiti  very  eafy 

as  to  that  paiticular :  the  only  thing 

which  gives  me  any  uneafmefs  is*Ma* 

dam,  tliat  you*  who  know  how  n^uch 

I  am  your  friend*  could  fee  me  thus 

impofed  upon*  being  no  ftranger,  in 

all  probability*  to  tlus  country  girl^s 

behaviour.     Whoever  thought  it  t(M 

eafy  to  gull  me,  were  much  miftaken  | 

for  I  would  have  the  world  know^ 

that  the  Grijparts  were  never  taken  in 

yet,  and  what's  more*  never  will  { 

and  whenever  I  am  fool  enougb  to 

commit  matrimony,  FUwan'ant  be*> 

fore -hand  die  fuccefs  of  my  choice.  •• 

A  fmall  digrefiion  muft  be  excufed  ; 

for  it  would  not  be  fair  to  let  any  of 

the  heroes  in  this  hiftory  make  their 

exit,  without  ^fRm^uucaung  to  thereat- 
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iat  lUk  tut8v«  Ibrttf lies.  At  to  tbis^ 
hfumi  iw  propliet,  for  in  a  few 
Tcmhemsttktf  tiie  noted  Mift  Pann^ 
""'^  the  ticket  fiiAces :  Hef  conninj^ 
««  fcdl  teing  M.  Gripait^s  couit- 
i^  tiwt  ht  nc^tr  faftidfM  her  virtue  j 
■id  fonot  wa«  lb  nfoanble  to  her, 
tbt  ^Mngh  tkt  Wat  la  keeping  to  tbe 
9cty  naddiag-da^j  be  neirer  dircofered 
k\  ufi  k  migkt  always  hate  remained 
■  ficitt  W  kim,  if  her  ill,  tftiguafded 
i  Madaft,  after  nMrrtagej  bad  nocextort- 
'  <4  fian  hiai,  notwitkHanding  all  ht^ 
pRvmlOD  in  her  f^oinr,  ah  acknow- 
!  h^ncat  of  hia  wretched  deftiny.  In 
httM  tran^oita,  he  raved  like  a  mad« 
maj  beatber^  and  confined  her,  a«  he 
ttd,  for  life.  However,  his  anger  a- 
httd|  and  in  lefs  tban  a  twelvemonth 
te  broi^ht  his  wife  l^me  again,  but 
fi&le  aaofher  woman  $  her  tfonfinemeiit 
M  ilbtdcd  leifure  for  proper  reflexions 
sa  her  former  bebavionr,  and  (he  is  at 
lUtdsy  a  pattern  to  the  fc«ft  of  wives^ 

Let  vs  mom  to  what  Madame  De 
<»■  ■  was  relating  to  me.  *  In  fbite 
« sf  all  I  could  fay  to  M.  Gripait,* 
CMliniied  flie,  «  he  went  out  diflktisfied^ 
'  got  iMo  kis  chaife,  and  went  aWay 
'  aromttring.  Myhiilhand  in  the  mean 

*  tiae  had  put  every  body  we  bad  under 

*  anas,  to  pxx»ted  us  in  cafe  of  an  at- 

*  tack)  but  h  proved  an  unneceiTary 
'  fftcaatioB  as-  to  oor  bonfe)  Chance 

*  ib^Mifed  of  tfaiitgs  otherwilej  and  it 
'  was  £ud,  there  was  no  fprefeeing  the 
'  nhfortanc  that  was  to  happen* 

'  The  Marquis  of  L*  V.  v^at  no 
'feooer retired,  (wbich^notwithftanding 
'  til  Itold  bun  to  tbe  contrary,  he  did 
'  with  ib  little  precaution,   pretending 

*  the  (ervants  by  the  Chevalier  D'EU 
'  biiu  knew  bis  IWery)  than  they  ac- 

*  ^oaiRied  their  mafter,  who  was  high- 
'  if  e&nged  at  it  j  imagining,  that  un- 
'  4er  the.  appearance  of  marrying  you 
'  to  M^'Gripart,  they  intended  to  make 
'  kis  rival  happy.  With  this  prcpofl 
<  ftflioB  he  haltiiy  quitted  bis  Doft,  and 
'  CBOred  tbe  court  of  the  caftle,  with 
'  his  attendants,  fword  in  hand.  He 
'  farioofly  demanded  the  marquis ;  and 

.  *  ftriking  a  tenror  into  thoie  he  met, 

*  obliged  them  to  (hew  him  which  way 
'  he  went.  The  fright  into  which  he 
'  put  a -ftepherd,  was  the  reafon  of 

*  nit  bemg  wrong  direAed  as  to  the 

*  road  your  lover  took,  and  that  he 
'  purfofd  the  road   M.   Grtpart  'had 

*  ttktB.  The  chevalier^  wh«  went  full 


*  gallop,  was  not  long  before  be  came 

*  up  with  a'  valet  de  chambre  belong- 
'  Irig  to  the  financier,  who  was  follow- 
'  ingh>*  chaile at  feme diftanoe. 

'The  chevalier  began  the  tragedy, 

*  bj  fetching  him  down  with  one  of  his 

*  piftols ;  after  which,  he  purfued  his 

*  ijvay.  Gripart,  at  the  report  of  thn. 
'  piftol,  looked  y)ut  of  his  chaife^  and 

*  feeiog  his  valet  fall,  thought  they 
'  were  attacked  by  thieves  i  he  imm»* 

*  diately  got  ottt  of  his  i^ehicl«»  and, 

*  through  fear,  fell  on  his  knees  in  th^ 

*  middk  of  the  road|  with  his  purfe  ia 

*  bis  hand,  begging  in  a  fuppliant  man* 

*  ner  for  mercy  and  hi(  life.   The  Che- 

*  ^lier  D'Elbieux  in  his  fury  rod« 

*  over  him,  wirhout  the  leaft  regard  to 
'  his  intreaties,  thitf<king  to  find  the 

*  marquis  in  the  ehaife.    As  foon  as  he 

*  got  within  reach,  he  difcharged  his 

*  piftol }  the  ball  went  through  the  ve* 

*  nicle,    and   Aattered    the  poftiIion*s 

*  (boulder.  D*£Ibieux  was  fuiprized 
'  to  the  laft  degree,  when  looking  into 

*  the  ehaife,  he  did  not  meet  with  what 

*  he  fonght  fOr,  but  found  bimfelf  mif-* 

*  taken,  and  his  rival  efcaped.     The 

*  way  being  narrow,  he  once  more  roda 

*  over  the  unfortunate  Gripart,  now 
'  quite  crippled  :  but  he  ran  on  his  own 

*  ruin  I  the  time  of  vengeance  was  come, 

*  Heaven  was  going  to  punilh  him  for 

*  all  his  wicked  attempts. 
•  The  Marquis  of  L.  V.  who  was 

*  returning  very  gently  home,  like  a 

*  chagrined  lover,  awaked  from  his  me* 
'  lancholy  with  the  noife  of  piftols,  and 

*  turned  his  horfe  with  precipitation  to* 

*  wards  the  place  from  whence  it  came* 
"  O  Heavens !"  he  cried,  *«  Jenny  is  on 
'<  the  road !  Can  this  be  any  thmg  re* 
«•  gardingher?  fome  fre(h  enterprise  T* 

*  We  are  always  folicitous  for  what  is 

*  dear  to  us,  and  apt  to  recal  to  our 

<  minds  the  moft  tragical  events.    Tbs 

*  marauis,  ftruck  with  this  idea,  enter* 
*  *  ed  the  road  we  have  juft  now  men* 

'  tioned  full  fpeed.     He  was  too  well 

*  acquainted  with  the  Chevalier  D'EU 

*  bieux  to  miftake  him.  An  empty 
'  ehaife,  the  peafants  flying  and  im* 

*  ploring  fuccour,  the  lamentable  out* 

*  cries  of  maimed  Gripart,  two  men 

*  laid  on  the  ground;  alt  this  feemed 

<  to  intimate  to  him  a  fecond  rape.  As 
'  to  D'Elbicux  he  had  the  fame  opinion 

<  of  the  marquis }  be  fought  him  too 

*  eamcflly  to  avoid  him :  his  eagemeib 

*  to  be  revenged  made  him  forget  his 
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<  piftol  wftt  difcbarged ;  and  he  faced 

<  his  rival  with  it  unloaded  in  his  hand. 
<«  Thou  (hak  not  efcape,^*  cries  he,  at 
^  foon  as  he  came  up  to  him,  pulling. 

*  the  triggor  in  vain  $  "  I  will  make 
«  thee  know  a  fecond  time  the  Cheva-. 
*•  lierD^Elbieux/'  The  marquis,  with- 

<  out  anfwering  him,  gave  iire,   and 

*  lodged  the  whole  charge  in  his  body  ^ 

<  the  ihock  of  which  was  fa  great,  that 

<  he  difmounted  the  chevalier  from  hia 
^  horle.  '<  Receive  the  punifliment  due 
•*  to  thy  crimes r^  fays  the  marquis, 
'  alishtmg  and  prefenting   the   othec 

*  pi£>l  at  his  head :  <*  thou  art  a  dead 
**  man  this^  inftant,  if  thou  do(t  not  tell 
<*  me  where  Jenny  is,  and  what  you 
**  have  done  with  her."—*'  I  have  not 
^«  feenhcr,"  replied  the  Chevalier  D*£i-; 
'  bieux,  in  a  low  dejected  voice.  **  I 
'*  confefs,  I  had  formed  a  deiiga  of 
<<  taking  her  away  this  night,  but  hear-i 
<*  ing  by  chance  you  was  at  the  caftle, 
*^  and  fufpe^ling  you  might  alfo  iiiten4 
•*  to  fecure  her  to  yourlclf  for  ever,  I 
^'  quitted  the  place,  where  I  lay  con<^ 
•'  cealed,  in  purfuit  of  you."— *<  Art 
*'  thou  fincere  V  cried  the  furious  mar^ 

<  quis,  fearing .  lefl  he  /hould  be  im- 

*  pofed  upon.    "  Yes,  trul/,"  replied 

*  the  wounded  man)  **  you  have  van- 
**  qui(hed  me,  and  may  take  your  re- 

'  •*  vcnge:  afford  me  but  time  to  rec.al- 
"  left  myfelf,  and  to  implore  God> 
**  pardon  for  all  my  offences  j  my  eyes 
*«  are  open,  I  fee  my  errors,  and. I  am 
**  in  the  utmoft  anguilh  for  having  comr 
<<  mitted  them.   Pray  forget— "    Here, 

*  through  the  lofs  of  blood,  the  cheva^ 

*  lier'sfpeech  failed  him.  The  marquis, 

*  wbofe  fcntiments  are  generous,  waa 
'  moved  to  compajlimi ;  after  ordering 

<  his  iervants  to  help  him,  and  carry 

*  him  to  the  caftle,  he  left  him,,  and 

<  came  to  me  in  the  mean  while^  tq 

*  acquaint   me   with  this  tranfaftion. 

*  Do  but  judge^  my  dear  Jenny,  of  the 
«  grief  with  which  thi?  fatal  news  has 

*  overwhelmed  me ! 

•«  Fly,  Sir  t  fly  l"  I  cried,  as  foon  as  he 
«  had  done  fpeaking;  <•  this  is  an  affair 
***of  the  utmoft  eonfequence,  and  I 
««  greatly  fear  left  it  plunge  you  into 
/•*  fuch  an  abyfs,  as  perhaps  we  Oiall  al- 
*'  together  find  great  difficulty  in  extri- 
"  eating  ourfelvei.''—"  Alas  !^' replied 
«  the  marquis,  *«  the  plain  truth  will 
««  clear  mej  but  I  tremble  to  thii^  of 
«'  mv  charming  Jenny.  If  her  azile, 
^  where  M  ngw  i*,  fhoM  take  aix  at 


**  court,  you  may  depend  upon  it  Ike 
<<  will  be  confined  the  remainder  o{  her 
«  days,  by  virtue  of  a  iettre  di  cacbn^ 

<  I  anfwered,  <<  I  am  not  pneaiy  on  that 
<*  heads  mcafures  have  been  ta  well 
<<  taken,  there  is  but  one  man,  and  he 
<'  I  can  depend  upon,  who  knowt  oF 
<<  her  retreat)  befides,  that  (he  pafles 
<<  in  the  convent  where  (he  is  tor  a 
<<  relation  of  mine,  who  has  thoughta 
*'  of  becoming  a  nun,  I  have  jprevaii-' 
<<  ed  with  her  father  and  mother  to  fiay» 
<<  that  their  daughter  had  ab&nted  her* 
*<  felf,  and  they  knew  not  what  warn 
'<  become  of  her.  Thus,  you  fee,  let 
*<  them  make  what  fearich  they  pleale^ 
'*  it  is  impofTlble  to  difcover  her.****— 
"  Now  I.  begin  again  to  live  T*  fays  the 

*  marquia,  kifling  my  hand*  *'  G^ 
"  got  you  gone,"  fays  I,  "  lime  is  pie- 
<<  cious ;  perhaps  they  are  even  now  in 
<(  fearch  of  you :  I  will  not  have  you 
f*  ftay  to  make  me  any  anfwer.  Aa 
<<  foon  as  you  are  fecure  from  all  acci- 
<<  dents,  let  me  hear  from  you,  and  I 
**  will  inform  you  of  what  regards  us.** 

*  The  marquis  was  fcarce  gone,  when 

*  word  came  they  were  bringing  in  the 

<  Chevalier  DXlbieux.  Motion  had 
f  brought  him  to  himfelf.    My   huf- 

<  band\    furgeon,    who  neyer   leaves 

*  him,  on  account  of  an  apoplexy,  of 

*  which  he  is  in  danger,  has  probed  the 

*  wound;  he  thinks  it  dangerous,  but 

*  fays,  however,  he  may  get  the  better 
«  o/  it. 

*  The  valet  de  chambre  belonging  ta  ' 
'  M.  Gripart  was  killed,  and  his  mafter 

*  is  fo  full  of  contufions,  he  will  not  be 

*  able  to  flir  tbeife  fix  months  |  the  po« 
'  f^ilion  lies  dangeroufly  ill : '  in  ihort^ 
*•  dear  child,  my  houfe  is  become  an  hoT- 
'  pital.  As  we  are  very  much  beloved 
'  upon  our  eftate,  we  have  defired  it 
'  might  be  a  feciet :  it  was  not  talked 

*  of  this  morning;  but  I  much  appre*   ' 
*•  hend  I  fhall  hear  difmal  news  at  toy 

'  return.    I  ran  hither  in  a  hurry  ^to 

*  prepare  you,  leaft,  if  it  (hould  happen 

<  that  this  llory  comes  out,  you  may 

<  be  upon  your  guard,  not  to  let  it  b!e 
^  fufpc6ted  you  were  the  caufe  of  thde 

*  tragical  events.     You  muft  affcd  a 

*  great  deal  of  unconcern ;  without  that 

<  you  are  loft  yourfelf,  and  will  involve 

'  uft  all  in  the  fame  fate.    Such,  Jea*    i 

<  hy,  fuch  are  the  effects  of  your  cruel    \ 

*  charms.  I  wifh  to  God  you  had  been    , 
^  lefs  beautiful,  you  had  then  infpired    ' 

<  kf$  love  I    Had  I  hearkened  to  Ma.    < 

*  demoifdie 


THE    FORTUNATE    COUNTRY   MAID. 


'  denoiftlfe  D'Etbicox,  ^m  had  iirotd«d 
'  a  grrat  dead  of  chaeriii!* 

Tbii  laft  iboke  oTMMiame  de  G---*8 
VIS  t  dxHifiund  darg«rt  in  mj  heart ; 
I  was  in  ibch  a  conftmiation  ai  to  re- 
maip  modonJefSy  without  being  able  to 
mer  one  word  :  my  tcarty  at  well  as 
f OKe,  ftudc  tii  thrir  paflase ;  and  I 
OmSd  bare  fainted  away,  had  not  a 
ma,  vbo  came  in,  fupported  me  {  it 
wts  her  for  whom  I  had  conceived  fo 
peat  to  afie6Hon  ;  the  cam^  from  the 
nperior  to  make  her  cxcufe  for  not  re- 
tonung.  This  amiable  young  woman, 
ahntwd  at  the  condithon  in  which  fhe 
iaw  ne,  took  me  in  her  arms,  with  a 
tbosfind  tender  careflet.  Madame  De 
G~»,  moved  with  thefe  marks  of 
affiity,  recommended  me  to  her  care. 
'  Do  not  leave  her/  fays  flie,  *  Ihe  is  in 
'  troeble ;  there  it  nobody  more  capa- 
'  Ue  than  yoorfelf  to  ^ive  her  confola^ 

*  tion.    Her  father  will  have  her  be  a  ' 
'  Ban,  but  flie  had  a  relu^^ancy  to  it; 

*  and  thit  is  the  reafon  why  ihe  is  fo 

*  orach  dejeaed.'— «  Ah,  my  God  l* 
died  (hischarming  young  woman,  'why 
'  will  they  render  her  fo  unhappy  ?  Ah, 
'  Madam  1  have  pity  on  the  poor  child.* 
*-'  I  can  ftay  no  longer,*  replied  Ma- 
daoe  De  G— ;   *  bnfinefs  calls  me 

*  away,  and  I  am  waited  for  :  aiTure 
'  her,  vhen  ihe  comes  to  herfelf  again, 

*  tint  I  ihall  always  look  on  her  as  my 
'  daughter,  and  that  ihe  ihall  foon  hear 
'  from  me.'.  Saying  this,  ihe  went 
iiwy. 

Notwitfaftaiidin^  my  fainting,  I  heard 
^ery  word.  My  patronei's  was  no  foon- 
ergone,  bat  I  found  myfelf  extremely 
««  of  order. 

'  Take  courage,  my  child !'  fays 
J^oog  Saint  Agnes  to  me,  (for  that  was 
Ae  DDw's  name ;)  •  1  fincerely  piiy 
'  yoQ  ^  endeavour  to  bear  up,  and  let 
'  at  get  to  a  convenient  place  :  be  not 

*  d^d^,  pluck  up  a  good  heart,  I 
?  wiU  let  yoil  an  example  5    in  me  you 

*  Ihall  find  a  true  friend.',  W  ith  thele 
^*nds«  ihe  gave  me  her  arm,,  and  con- 
;l«Acd  me  to  my  chamber,  where  ihe 
iisnaiediately  obliged  sne  to  go  to  bed . 
1  ^  a  fong  time  without  uttering  one 
inpt  vofd,  or  making  any  other  an- 
^>  hot  fqueeztng  her  moft  tenderly 
*>y  the  hand.  «  We|l,'  iays  ihe,  *  my 
^  pod  girl,*  iitting  down  upon  my  bed, 

*  how  do  yon  findyourJelf  ?'— •  Alas!» 
"t^icd  I,  burfting  at  length  into  tears, 
f  ^doISndmyfcIff  thf  unhappieit 
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*  of  creatures!   there  ts  a  fatal  deftiny 

*  attends  my  anions;  the  moil  crtiel 

*  events  fucc^  one  after  another.  Cer- 
«  tainly,*  fays  I,  lifting  my  eyes  to  Hea- 
ven, *  never  wretch  was  overwhelmed 

*  with  fo  many  misfortunes!* 

*  If  it  be  true,*  leplied  Saint  Agnet , 
folding  me  in  her  arms,  *  that  the  con- 

*  folation  of  thofe  who  fuffer  dependt 

*  upon  their  finding  companions  more 
'  to  be  pitied  than  themfelves,  you 
'  would  loon  be  relieved.    Behold,  my 

*  dear  child,  behold  in  me,  the  moft  un- 

*  fortunate  of  perfons  t  were  even  youf 
'  aiflifttons  greater  than  they  are,  (hey 

*  could  not  be  compared  to  mine.  You 
^  at  leaft  are  at  liberty,  but  I  am  doubly 
'  engaged:  under  this  veil  I  carry  a 

*  wounded'  heart,  pierced  with, a  thou- 

*  fand  darts ;  deplorable  victim  of  ca« 

*  price,  I  drag  on  a  life  of  vinetched- 

*  nefs,  by  fo  much  the  more  infupport* 
'  able,  as  I  am  obliged  by  decency^ 

*  honour,  and  the  intereftt  of  my  rela- 
«  tions,  to  ftiile  all  refentments.  What 

*  do  I  iay  >  I  have  not  yet  had  the  com- 

*  fort  of  a  friend,  to  whom  I  might  ud* 
'  bofom  mv  fecrets  and  mv  troubles. 

*  You  are  the  only  one  to  wnom  I  have 

*  faid  fo  much,  and  for  whom  I  have 

*  fo  tender  a  concern.    Let  us  blend 

*  our  misfortunes :  make  me  your  con- 
* '  iidante  $   you  are  mine  already ;  we 

<  ihall  reap  equal  benefit  from  our  mu- 

*  tual  affli6hons.    Shall  it  be  fo,  mv 

*  dear  Jenny?'— «  Ah!'  replied  I  witn 
great  ardency,  *  what  comfort  it  it  for 

*  me,  in  my  prefent  condition,  to  find 
'  fo  much  companion  in  a  place  that  it 

<  lb  difaj^reeable  1'— <  How  kmdly  I  take 

*  your  kntiments'.*  Paid  Saint  Agnes  | 

*  your  averfion  to  the'cloifter  is  fo  con- 
'  formable  to   mine,   you  deferve,  on 

<  that  title  alone,  to  be  let  into  the  fe- 

*  cret  of  my.  affairs.     I  am  going  to 

*  lay  open  my  heart  to  you  ;  you  (haU 

*  judge  how  highly  I  value  your  friend- 

<  ihip,  fince  as  ibon  as  I  know  you,  I 
'  deliver  myfelf  entirely  up  to  you  j  we 

<  have  iiiil  almoft  an  hour  to  ourfelvet 
'without  interruption  }  I  am  perfuad- 
^  ed  my  ftory  will  in  fome  meafure  roi« 

*  legate  your  fufferings. 

*  «I  ihall  touch  but  flightly  on  my 

*  birth,  although  there  was  ibmething 
«  very  particular  in  it.     I  am  of  Pont- 

*  a-Mouilbn,  in  Lorrain,  daughter  of 

*  one  of  the  principal  perfons  of  thajt 

*  town.      My  mother  was  extremely 

*  handlbmf  t  *i^  manied  to  a  man  of 

Ha  *     •  quality, 
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*  quality*  ^oantnXiy  refidcd  at  ap 

*  elhitc  Bot  far  from  that  place ;  ihe  wa^ 

<  iive  and  twenty  when  I  ^ras  born, 

<  and  for  rpnie  reafoDt,  vrbich  I  fl^all 
^  mention  hereafter,  fhe  concealed  her 
f  pregnancy,  and  wat  privately  brought 

<  to  bed.   I  was  brought  up  under  the 

*  notion  of  being  a  gardener *8  daught^ 

*  who  lived  four  or   five  leagues  oflF. 

*  The  firft  years  of  my  childhood  were 

*  ^pent  in  mean  employments,  fuch  at 

<  lulled  with  the  profeflion  of  my  a- 
^  dopted  father.    The  jealeufy  of  my 

'  ^  two  fifiers,  as  I  took  them  to  be,  ren- 

<  derinff  me  continually  the  obje£l  of 
'^  their  hatred^  was  the  reafon  why,  out 

*  of  merft  pity^  they  charged  me  with 

*  the  ^are  of  tending  the  (heep:    the 

*  bar^ips  with  which  I  was  conlbnt- 
'^  ly  opprefled,   made   tins  occupation 

*  very  fupportable,  and  I  blefied  my 

<  (tars  for  the  alteration. 

<  The  lord  of  the  village  where  X 
'  lived  was  named  M.  Melicourt  j  he 

*  was  counfellor  in  the  parliament  of 

<  M— ,  and  be  came  down  to  his 

*  eftate  every  year  during  the  vacation. 
^  he  had  a  fon  who  was  in  his  ftudies, 

*  that  never  failed  to  accompany  him 
'  thither^  This  young  gentleman  was 
'  very  handfome,  well  (haped,  and 
^  graver  than  thofe  of  bis  ag^  t  in  Acad 
'  of  employing  himfelf  in  hunting  or 

*  other  paftinles,  he  fpent  part  of  it  in 
,  f  reading  i  his  only  recreation  was  wallc- 

*  ing  in  the  fields  near  the  village  in  the 

*  cool  of  the  evening.     I  met  him  al- 

*  moft  every  day  with  a  book  in  his 

*  hand ;  as  often  he  paflTed  by  me,  and 

*  that  was  not  feldom,  he  took  off  his 

*  hat.     At  that  time  I  was  near  fogr- 

*  teen,  lively,  and  liked  young  Meli^ 

*  court  extreinely.     Notwitbilanding,  I 

*  ai^ays  looked  down  on  the  ground 
'  when  we  met,  and  (hould  have  been 

*  mightily  vexed  to  have  been  deprived 

*  of  tl\e  pleofure  of  feeine;  him. 

*  One  day,  when  I  nad  drove  my 
'  (heep  near  a  warren  a  little  way  from 

<  Trefe,  (for  that  is  the  name  of  the 

*  village)  1  fpied  young  Melicourt  a- 

*  fletp  on  the  grafs,  under  a  beech- 

*  ^ree :  I  viras  not  forry  for  the  occafion  j 

<  my  heart  had  long  wifhed  for  an  op- 

*  portunity  df  gazihff  on  him,  without 
'  bvinging  my  linodefty  in  queilion. 
*■  Though  I  was  unacquainted  with  the 
'  eliVAs  of  love,  yet  I  plainly  felt  an 
^  inclination  prevailing  in  my  ioul,  and 
J  ilk  ^tc  of  my  low  education*  I  bad  (o 


*  mtich  command  oftr  myftlf  at  Hot  e^ 

<  give  a  loofe  to  it. 

*  This  favourable  coRJeftupv  escotx- 

*  raged  roe  $  I  wat  aif  alone,  he  faft 
f .  aileep.    I  advanced  towards  him  fte|^ 

*  by  itep,  flopping  fomctimM  for  fear 

*  ot  waking  him  i  in  my  haind  I  had  • 

*  fmall  ftick*  with  which  I  moved  th% 

*  leaves  to  try  if  his  fleep  was  found* 

<  It  was  needltf  s,  for  the  youth  gave  nae 

*  all  the  reaP»n  in  the  world  to  thiak  Im 

*  enjoyed  a  moft  profound  repofe.  Thii^ 

*  encouraged,  I  drew  very  near  him,  my 

<  heart  in  my  mouth  for  fear.    Meli- 

<  court  is  of  a  brown  complcxioa«cbam»« 
'  in^  eyes,  fweet  countenance,  very  fine 

*  hair,  curled,  and  negligently  tied  up 

*  with  a  ribband  I  in  tit  attitude  in 

*  which  he  lay,  his  face  was  entirel  j 

*  feen,  on  which  there  fat  fo  much  ie- 

*  renity  and  comelineis,  that  one  could 

*  not  behold  it  without  delight.  My  ten*. 

<  der  heart  was  fo  ftnfibly  af{eAed»  that 

*  it*8  captivity  was  compleated  by  tbia 

*  rafh  fcrutiny.  There  lay  on  the  ground 

*  a  book,  and  it  came  into  my  heitd  to 

*  fecure  it)  my  father,  who  wasfeboo!- 

*  mafter  at  Trefe,  had  taught  me  tq 

*  read  :  I  was  curious  to  know  what  t 

*  could  make  of  this  book.    After  I 

*  had  put  it  into  my  pocket,  I  propofed 

*  to  retire,  left  I  fhould  be  fufpe^ted  of 

*  the  theft ;  but  I  had  not  force  to  inove, 

*  fomc  fee  ret  power  witheld  me.     Fa* 

*  tal  curiofity  to  young  perfons,  whtcK 

*  often  entangles  them  againft  their  will  I 

*  It'  I  retired  a  ftep  or  two,  it  was  only^ 

*  to  return  with  greater  eagemefs.  Me* 

*  iicourt  was  a  loadftone,  from  which  I 

<  could  not  feparate;  however,  I  waa 

*  withdrawing  myielf,  on  his  flirrin^, 
'  as  if  he  had  been  going  to  awake» 

*  when  a  wafp  came  and  iettled  on  bia 

<  face.  I  (looped  immediately,  too  much 

*  intci-eftcd  not  to  ftretch  fut  my  arm 

*  and  drive  it  oiF;  but  it  was  done  io 

<  aukwardly,  or  rather  in  fuch  great 

*  confufion,  that  in  endeavouring  to  re- 

<  move  this  dangerous  infeft,    I   ^ve 

*  Melicouit  a  great  Aap«on  the  tace, 

*  He  bounced  up  in  a  fudden  furpascs 

*  and  muttered  ibme  words,  which  I 

*  did  not  underftand,  I  was  fo  frighten  - 

'  ed.     On  my  endeavouring  to  run  a-  ' 

*  way,  he  fnatched  hold  of  ray  gown, 

<  and  with  a  'fmile  that  quite  charmed 
«  my  heart,  ««  Tell  me,"  he  faid»  "  my 
**  pretty  maid,  what  in  the  name  of  God 
<<  have  I  done  to  you,  that  you  fhoitld 
"  difturb  my  rsft."-^<Aiaa»  Sir*/*  aia-  - 

•  fwered. 
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Mfflton  titiu  tin  Itiret  in  mr  mind. 
V^Q  tik  ^at  giddy  girli  expofe  themr 
Ichpct  to  through  cttMty. 
*  I  will  not  entertain  you,  mj  dfir 
Iritnd,*  con^in^  the  nun,  '  with  all 
the  «pportiinitief  we  had  of  meeting 
and  conveding  toeether.  Young  Me« 
licottit  had  a  tencKr»  honeH  heart,  afi4 
I  prepoflefled  in  hit  fayoor,  it  waf 
toot  long  hefore  I  owned  to  htm  the 
IMTogrefa  he  had  made  |n  my  ailee- 
tiont;  he  was  overjoyed  at  it,  and  in 
fpiie  of  my  mean  hirth,  t|e  Vowed  to 
be  mine  for  erer.  Oh,  what  fjatterinf 
joyt  I  what  happy  days  I  Bttt,  alu  t 
the  vacation  wat  expired^  andhemnft 
go  away)  bathed  in  tears,  webideaeb 
other  farewel,  without  any  other  com* 
fort  but  the  hopee  of  feeing  each  other 
•g^in :  for  mv  part,  though  he  pro* 
miftd  a  fpeedy  retunif  I  was  incoo* 
foleable  for  three  mondit.  lutterea 
my  mournful  forrow  to  my  poor  flieep* 
I  tnifted  none  but  them  j  but  tfaetr 
pacifick  filence  did  not  eaie  my  dlT* 
trafted  breaft. 

'  Returning  home  one  evening,  more' 
fatigued  with  the  pangs  of  my  iiearc 
than  with  my  day^s  woric,  I  faw  nin- 
nine  towards  me  m  daughter  of  die 
perion  who  paflfed  for  my  mother  | 
me  ieemed  in  a  great  hurry,  and  by 
the  figns  flie  made  had  earneft  bu<i« 
nefs  with  me.    I  made  hafte  to  meet 
her.    "  So,  Minette,*^  (ays  (he,  (for 
that  was  the  name  I  went  by,  becaufe 
they  tbouffht  me  fly)  **  what  will  you 
'  give  me  tor  my  good  news  ?  Do  n6t 
be  furprized  j  fomebody  is  come  yoo 
^  will  be  glad  to  fee/'      At  this    I 
could  not  help  blufhin^;  I  immedi- 
ately thought  it  was  Meticourt  (he 
meant,   or    (as  a   guilty  confcience 
needs  no  accufcr)  that  our  am<)ur  was 
dtfcovered.     I  did  not  dare  to  alk  my 
fitter  any  queftions.  *<  Sure  you  have 
very  little  curiofitv,*'  fays  me,  and 
embraced  rac,  whicti  was  very  unufual 
for  her  to  do.     "  Metbinks  of  lats 
'  you  have  been  very  indiflferent  as  to 
'  every  thing.     Well,  to  punifh  yo«, 
'  I  have  a  great  mind  not  to  tell  yoa 
that  there  is  come  a  fine  great  lady  in 
a  coach  to  our  houfe,  who  afked  for 
mother,  and  went  hito  a  room  aU 
alone  with  her ;  nor,  that  being  c«- 
rious,  I  contrived  fitly  to  hear  all 
their  con verfation.    Marry,  I  know 
it  all  I   I  wont  tell  you  neither,  that  it 
ftems  you  itt  n«t  our  fifter^  and  that 
w  tho 


f  hmdl^9l\  ianmate,«*Ialkveafpv- 
'*  dooinayiDSentionwusnottonnrtyooi 
'<  beii^in  ftnvch  of  n  Antynl  flMtp,  I 
f<  hajp^Bcd  in  pafling  by  to  iee  a  waf^ 
^  raft  going  tolling  yoo ;  I  immediate* 
<*  ly  ran  op  topvevcnt  it,  and  the  hnr- 
'*  ly  I  waa  in  might  occalion  the  hurt 
«  700  complain  of.**  Whilft  I  was 
'  making,  ynth  z  diflemblcd  infiocence, 

*  this  apology,  the  ^outh  eicanif  ncd  me 
f  wiih  all  the  atlentioD  imaginable,  and 

*  €xpfe4«d  a  wonder  that  fetmed  to  flat- 

*  ter  my   vanity.'    When  I  had  done 

*  %eakiag»  he  would  have  thrown  hit 
'  arais  about  my  neck  to  thank  me,  at 
«  be  called  it,  for  the  fervtcel  had  done 

*  ham.    Covwd  with  bluflics,  I  avoid- 

*  ad  hia  intended  kindnefii.  **  Dear 
*■  creatnier*  bo  cried,  **  be  not  angry. 
»  Can  you  be  at%l«ifed  with  thefadlief 
f*  of  my  gratitude  f  Pr'ythee,  ftavl  I 
**  wtii  be  more  reserved,  if  you  think 
*<  me  ID  blame  for  yielding  to  the  tranf- 
**  posts  yoor  charms  have  raifed  in  my 
<^  hiaaft  )  vou  are  the  firft  that  lias  been 
**  able  to  mfpire  them.**    Taking  me 

*  by  the  hand,  <<  Good  God  r  (aid  he, 
V  haw  handfome  yoa  are  f  the  only  one 
**  10  wboin  I  ever  faid  fo  much  baore, 
f  hecauie  you  alono  haye  appeared  ib 
^  in  my  eyes,'* 

'  i  pretended  not  to  underftand  this 
f  dtfcourlr.  But  I  do  aflore  you,  my 
'  dear  child,  young  as  I  was,  I  <ea(IIy 

*  consprebend«l  it  favoured  too  much  of 

<  iatteiy;  and  notwithi(anding  my  af- 

*  fe&ioo  for  this  young  man,  1  i^etired. 
**  Ah !  do  not  run  away,**  cried  Meli- 

*  coint,  endeavouring  to  (lop  me;  **  the 
f'  fiin  is  not  lin,  why  will  jrou  deprive 
f  nw  of  the  pleafare  of  your  company 
"  Cniel  creature  I*'  continued  lie,  ieetng 

*  nm  at  Ibinc  diHance,  *<  better  for  me 
^  to  have  been  Hung  by  the  wafp !  the 
f  fiaart  it  would  have  caufed  had  been 
*'  fimn  over  ^  whereas  the  wound  the 
*'  dart  has  made  that  came  from  your 
**  €y«a  wiU  never  be  healed.'* 

'  While  he  was  thus  talking,  I  came 
'  np  with  ray  flock  }  Melicourt  followed 
'  ne  at  Umit  diftance ;  but  whilft  I  faw 
'  him  coming  one  way,  I  went  another, 

*  mider  pretence  of  keeping  my  flock 
'  logedieri    he    ibon    diibovereli    my 

*  lognery,  and  ftood  ftill  with  his  arms 

<  acrofs,  looking  on  me  with  an  air  tluit 

*  I  helieve  had  a  great  deal  of  meaning 
'  in  tt«     I  Ieemed  not  to  mind  him,  and 

*  went  on  to  the  village)  and,  often 
f  looking  backi  brewf^  home  an  im^ 
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ibelady  claimi  you  as  her  own  daugh- 
.  ter.*' — '«  How  now  T*  cried  I,  ftruck  • 
with  this  difcouriie,  (wliich  would  not 
have  furpjrized  me  Ip  much,  H I  had 
read  a»  many  romances  then  as  I  have 
iince i)  f*  what  do  you  mean  by  all 
this  ?  By  pretending  to  keep  me  in 
ignorance,  you  tell  me  ftrange  things> 
and  which  I  can  hardly  believe ;  I 
know  very  well  you  want  to  laugh  at 
me  {  for  what  can  I  think  of  all  thia 

ftory  r  V"  y<>"  n^^y  ^  »n  ^  "g^^" 

anfwored  my  filler  yery  malicioufly  $  • 
however,  I  fuppofe  there  is  fomething 
in  it,  fpr  I  heard  thtan  tellioig  money, 
-  and  they  fay  people  take  care  how 
they  part  wi^h  that."    The  girl  had 
fcarce  done  talking,  when  up  comes  • 
another  of  m^  pH&n,  with  the  fame 
emotion,  cryipg  out  to  me  to  make  - 
hafte  home,  and  leave  her  to  tend  tl^ 
(hcep,  my  motl^er  hav^g  ordered  it 
Co,    I  obeyed,  a;id  came  my  wayt.  > 
I  was  fcarce  got  in,  when  my  mother^ 
or  i*ather  fbe  J  lpot:ed  upon  to  be  fuch^ 
took  off  my  handkerchief,  and  (hew- 
ed a  mark  that  I  had  on  my  x^ck  to 
a  fine  lady  there  prcfcnt.    f  •  It  is  cer- 
'  tafnly  her,"  fays  the  lady ;    "  no^ 
'  that  I  ihould  have  doubted  it  though 
^  you  had  not  ihewn  roe  this ;  her  face 
fpeaks  it."    Then  diic^ling  her  dif- 
cpurfe  to  me,  V  My  dear  child,  will 
you  come  and  live  with  ?"  fays  (he,  in 
a  very  .gracious  manntr;  **  I  have 
your  mother's  confent.  I'll  take  ca^e  • 
of  you,  and  it  will  be  an  eafe  to  hei." 
*-<*  Your  ladyihip  is  mighty  good," 
replies  the  gardener's  wifei    *•  Mi- 
nctte  will  go  along  with  you  vrith  all 
her  heart ;  flie  is  very  tra£lable  and 
good-natured.     Your  goodnefs  will 
excufe  her  if  ftie  does  not  anfwer  as 
flic  fliould  i  (he  has  not  been  ufed  to 
fine  folks.'*    The  lady,  not  much 
minding  what  (he  l&id,  got  up  and 
whifpered  fomething  in  her  ear.     X 
was  ordered  to  go  and  put  on  my 
holiday  gown  in  all  hafte,  not  to  make 
people  (tay  for  me.     I  obeyed,  quite 
deje^d,  iuid  could  not  reconcile  what 
my  filler  had  told  me  with  what  I  had 
juft  heard.  -  I  burft  into  tears  as  I  w;^s 
putting  on  my  cloaths  :   "  Alas  1  I 
(hall  never  fee  my  dear  (hepherdl" 
for  Co  I  called  Melicourt  at  our  en- 
dearing interviews ;  "  he  will  forget 
me,  and  I  (hall  be  undone.  And  what 
will  become  of  you,  my  poor,  dear 
little  (heep I  (haU  not  I  make  much 


*<,of  you  once  before  I  go!"    All  theft   ' 
'  little  re(le6lioHS  increafed  my  fear».:    - 

*  they  recommended  me  to  the  lady  and   ' 

*  to  my  mother,  being  conllrued  as  the 

*  e(!e6ts  of  a  tender  heart.    I  embraced » 

*  with  the  utmoft  alfe^ion,  tlie  parents  ' 
'  I  was  going  to  leave ;  it  was  a  moving 

'  fight,  and  I  believe  our  giief  wa»-* 

*  mutual.' 

*  I  was  no  fooner  on  the  road,  and    ' 
'  alone  with  this  ft  range  lady,  hut  I 

*  began  to  revolve  in  my  mind  all  my 

*  iifler  bad  faid  to  me.  The  man- 
'  ner  in  which  I  was  treated  did  not 

*  a^ee  with  what  (he  had  flattered  me  * 
«  withal.  The  lady  feemed  very  thought- 

*  ful  and  abttraAed;  (he  did  not  fo  much 

*  as  fpeak  tp  me,  but  feemed  taken  up  " 

*  with  fome  very  ferious  matter.     As 

*  fimple  as  I  was,  I  could  not  help  fay- 

*  jng  to  royfelf,  <*  Sure,  if  (he  were  my 
"  mother,  wha((hou Id  binder  her,  Jiow^  " 
'f  we  are  alond,  from  embracing  me  as 
**  a  daughter  r*   I  was  tempted  twrenty 

f  times  at  all  hazards  to  thro^  myielF 

<  ^bout  her  neck.  We  had  not  gone 
'  t^o  leagues    before  a  very  genteel 

*  man  on  horfeback  rode  up  to  the 

*  coach-4oor,  and  in  a  familiar  manner 

<  faluted  the  lady*     He  looked  very 

*  ftedfaftly'on  me'  all  the  reft  of  the 
f  journey  j  a(ked  me  (eyeral  queftiont^ 
«  often  laying  J  was  very  pretty. 

*  This  brought  i)sto  the  caftle,  where 

<  we  alighted.     I  went  with  tbe  gentle- 

<  mart  and  the  lady  into  an  apartment, 

*  where  they  feemed  tp  be  expelled  to 

*  fupper;  the  cloth  was  ready  laid,  and 

<  they  fat  down  to  table,  ^ly  fnpper  was 
«  broiight  me  to  the  fire-fiile,  where  the 

*  lady  had  placed  me  :  their  eyes' vyere 

*  continually  upon  me.    Notwitbftand* 

*  ing  the  perplexity  I  was  in,  there 

*  was  a  je-ne-ffai-qudi  that  encouraged 

*  me,  and  niade  me  find  a  pleafure  in 

*  looking  at  them  in  my  turn;  the  lady 

*  often  crying,  *'  Let  me  tell  you  this 
f*  will  be  np  (lovenly  girl  when  once 
^*  (he  comes  to  have  Ibrae  good  cloaths 
«*  on."     The  geqtlen^an  was  entirely 

*  of  her  opinion :  he  made  me  (land  up 
'  to  confider  my  (hapf{,  and  h^d  the  cu- 

*  riofity  even  to  looji  at  tl^e  mark  on  my 
^<  neck.     I  was  aihamed,    and  would 

*  not  let  him.  **  There  is  no  harm» 
*'  Minette  i  you  need  not  be  fo  relerved 
**  to  that  gentleman,"  fays  tlie  lady, 
**  whatever  you  are  to  others."    As 

*  foon  as  ever  he  faw  the  mark,  he  feem* 

<  ed  e}(tren^ely  fatisfied*  and  embn^ced 
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*  me  with  iU  the  goodneTs  tmtgmtble. 

*  All  tfab  put  mtib  much  out  of  coon* 
'  tmaaet,  that  I  coaid  not  iWallow  <me 

*  model,  tltfaoitgh  intmtJM  were  not 
<  wammi;;    When  they  thought  I  had 

*  fiippcd,  a  waiting-woman,  whom  I 

*  MuA  them  call  Mn.  Bretigny,  was 
'  ordered  to  condii£l  me  into  a  little 
'  Met  that  joined  to  the  room.  She 
'  bid  me  go  to  bed)  and  ofiered  to  help 

*  netDuodieTayCareffing  me  very  much  • 
'  I  did  wbttever  flie  bid  me.  As  foon 
'  as  I  got  into  a  little  bed  that  was 
'  prcpred  for  me,  ihe  went  out  of  the 
'  nxn,  and  flnit  a  glafs  door  after  me. 

'  I  «as  too  much  difturbed  with  all 
M  had  leo)  that  day^  to  fall  afleep  im- 

*  nediately:  I  could  not  help  thinking 
'  of  whxtmy  fifter  had  told  me,  and  had 

*  HOC  forgot  the  very  ftratagem  ihe  made 
'  aJe  of  to  iatisiy  her  curiofity.  One 
'  is  more  inclined  to  follow  bad  ex- 
'  ample  than  good ;  accordingly  I  got 
'  vp  as  foftly  as  poiTible,  in  order  to 
'  uskcn.  I  |u£  lifted  up  the  comer  of 
'  tfaefilk  curtain  that  was  over  the  glafs 
'  door.  The  gentleman  and  lady  were 
'  ftiil  at  tables  they  fpoke  fo  low,  I 
'  coold  not  hear  what  they  faid,  but 
'  could  ea£ly  fee 'by  their  motions  they 
'  were  ori  fome  earnest  bufmcfs.  The 
'  waitii^- woman  had  got  into  ray  place, 

*  and  fetmed  to  be  of  the  confultation. 
*  I  b^an  to  delpair  of  iatisfying  my 

*  curiofity,  and  wa»  going  to  b^,  when 
'  the  lady  unexpe^edly  raifcd  her  voice. 
*'  After  all,  my  friend,"  fays  flie, 
"  what  riik  do  we  run,  and  where  is 
**  tbe  gieat  harm  for  people  to  know, 
**  that  ioftead  of  being  in  the  iflands, 
**  where  you  were  fuppoled  to  be,  you 
"  lay  hid  all  the  while  fomewhere  near 
"myhottfe?  My  reputation  won't  fttf- 
"  ftr  by  that  j  the  concealing  my  preff- 
**  nancy  and  this  child,  the  world  will 
"  kaow,  was  to  favour  your  fuppofed 
**  aUence  5  but  fince  your  affair,  thank 
**  God,  is  made  up,  1  lee  no  reafon 
"  why  we  fhould  not  own  this  child." 
•*"  Bkfs  me,  Madam  *."  replied  my  fa- 
'  ^»  (fori  could  not  doubt  but  it  was 

*  himj)  «  b^des  giving  thepublick  a 
'*  handle  to  talk,  you  fall  into  another 
'*  dificohy  you  do  not  think  of}  your 
"  eldeft  daughter  is  married  to  one  of 
"  tbemoft  felfiih  men  in  France:  what 
"  will  he  fay  when  you  decUre  the 
"  hbdi  of  Minette,  though  jrou  let 
"  bim,  is  yott  certainly  mui^i  into  the 


<«  mMte  fecret  of  this  idventaRf  lit 
**  will  not  believe  a  word  oa*t|  and  will 
<<  look  upon  the  child  at  fuppofititio«is» 
**  on  porpofe  to  be  A  joint-faetrefs  with 
<<  bis  wife  I  he  will  prolecutt  you:  dit 
•<  world  is  malicious,  and  the  court  will 
**  be  apprized  of  my  non-complonce. 
**  You  know  ftrj  well  vrhcn  I  bad  the 
<*  misfortune  to  kill  the  Count  of  D 
**  in  a  duel  $  his  family  wat  prevailed 
**  upon  to  have  the  proceedingt  minft 
**  me  ftopped,  on  condition  that  I  de<^ 
•*  parted  tne  kingdom,  the  oontnryoC 
M  which  wt  muu  prove,  and  conle* 
**  quently  will  make  me  liable  to  a 
**  frefli  indidment.  The  repealing  my 
**  bani<hment  (which  is  now  brought 
<<  about  by  the  death  of  him  that  vets 
*'  my  gteateft  enemy  in  the  alFair)  de* 
**  pends,  as  to  it*s  validity,  upon  my 
**  liaving  performed  the  conditions  im* 
pofed  on  me.  Only  refleft  that  thit 
will  fpoil  all,  and,  in  order  to  prove 
the  birth  of  this  child,  which  your 
fon-in-law  will  affuredlyoppoie,  for 
the  reaibns  I  have  juft  now  aflfigned, 
you  muft  make  it  appear,  I  repeat  it 
again,  that  1  ftaid  in  the  kingdom^ 
and  did  not  comply  with  the  picciie 
orders  of  the  court.  Thefe  art  my 
motives,"  adds  my  father |  *'  can 
you,  on  your  fide,  aflign  better?*'-^ 
My  mother  would  not  give  it  yp. 
The  meaning  of  all  this  i^,"  fays  (he 
in  a  great  paiUoo,  **  that  this  poor  in- 
fant, who  is  your  lawful  daughter, 
muft  be  deprived  of  her  birch -right, 
to  which  ihe  will  one  day  be  lb  juftty 
intitled,  and  throughout  her  wholt 
life  will  remain  unacquainted  with 
the  condition  to  which  (he  was  bom/* 
--*•  I  allow,'*  fays  my  father,  ••  her 
fitoation  is  veiy  unha{^py.  Timet 
may  alter;  but,  at  prefent,  how 
can  we  reconcile  thefc  matters  T*—* 
There  is  no  great  diiHculty  in  that,^ 
cried  the  waiting-woman,  intemipdng 
them,  who  not  being  fenfible  of  the 
force  of  maternal  alFe£tion,  could  not 
be  expe£led  lb  naturally  to  confultmy 
intere<h  :  «  Mil's  is  young;  (he  taket 
herfelf  to  be  far  different  from  what 
(he  really  is ;  clap  her  into  a  convent, 
and  make  a  nun  of  her;  truly^  (he 
may  think  herfelf  well  off  Co,  Whca 
(he  is  profelTed,  lecher  know  thit  (he 
is  your  daughter)  nay,  you  m:iy 
publi(h  it,  if  you  pleafe .  Pi  iiv ,  wh  ..t 
san  your  (on-ia-'lawob'eH  tc  tluit  'r^* 
'      -.<«  The 
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mm^*  Thu  wAnn  k  not  anufs/*  anfwert 
«  «d  my  noCher{  «<  I  will  think  ot  k.** 
«  Mrntheriaidnotftwordttmtttiiirat 
^  cnty  toknowy  by  the  laumer  ia  which 
«  lie  At  muiingt  he  M  not  much  ttkt 

<  the  (chcme.     Silence  enfued}  nnd^ 

<  thinking  all  wat  OFor,  I  returned  to 
^  my  bed,  whcfe  I  dropped  aileep  in 

*  t^  raidft  of  a  thouiaod  perplexbg 
e  tfaoHghte. 

*  Euly  wst  morning  Mademoiselle 
«  3fedgny  came  to  call  me  i  (he  tried 
o  on  feferal  gowne  that  had  been  my 

<  fifter^si  (bme  of  them  litted  very  well* 

*  I  waa  dreOed  in  an  inftant  foilnbk  to 

*  iqy  birth )  and  from  thence  I  went 
'  into  my  mother*f  chamber.  **  Mi/ 
**  nette/*  (ay$  (he^  calling  me  to  her 
«  bed*iide,"  hearken  wcU  to  what  I  am 
«  going  to  fay.  Your  mother  was 
<<  mmerly  my  fcrvaBt.  I  love  her,  and 
<<  for  that  reau>n  I  promifed  to  take  one 
^*  of  her  daughters.  I  have  pitched  up« 
**  on  you,  becauie  I  liked  you  i  my  in-* 
^  tion  ie  to  place  you  in  a  monafery  for 
<*  education  i  you  are  old  enough,  and 
•<  have  fenie  to  know  what  is  tor  your 
**  good*  If  they  knew  you  was  but  a 
**  country  eirl,  they  might  not  ihew 
€t  you  all  3iat.  regard  I  deHre*  in  the 
**  nouie  where  I  am  going  to  place 
«<  you :  if  it  fliould  happen  you  have  a 
<<  mind  to  be  a  nun,  they  would  not 
«  admit  you  on  account  of  your  birth  ;  ' 
<'  therefox'e  it  is  now  come  into  my' 
<<  head  to  make  you  pafs  for  my  niece 
«<  juft  come  from  Provence.  I  have  bid 
«  Bretigny  inftruft  you  to  this  purpofe  j 
<*  ihe  ihall  go  with  you  this  very  day 
*<  to  M'"  —  f  where  you  (hall  have 
<<  cloaths.made  j  then  you  (hall  come 
<<  to  me  again,  where  you  ihall  ftay  till 
<'  you  have  got  rid  of  your  fa(hions> 
*<  that  yoD  nAay  enter  tlie  convent  with- 
•<  out  difgractng  the  name  you  bear.^* 

'  Whilft  my  mother  was  thus  talking 

*  to  me,  I  looked  at  her  veiy  earneftly  | 

*  I  could  not  help  being  moved :  my 

*  father  was  gone,  and  left  me  alone 
«  urith  her.    I  burft  into  a  flood  of 

*  tears.  There  is  nogetting  the  better  of 

*  nature,  it  will  recur  on  ail  occafions : 

<  ray  mother  was  an  inftance  of  it  $  (he 

*  could  not  contain  herfelf,  but  carei&d 
«  me  with  the  utmoft  afiedion  i  unlelii 

<  Bretigny  bad  come  in»  (he  would  have 
«  betrayed  all.  «*  What  are  you  about, 
<•  Madam  V*  fays  the  waiting^woman, 

*  as  ihe  entered  the  room;  **  there 
««  wanu  noiliiDg  here  but  my  mafter.*' 


m^  Pr'ytli^  takt  her  away,'*  kyi  mk 

*  MMther,'*  I  tannot  bar  itiny  longer.^ 
'  At  thefe  #ofdt  my  tears  rsdoubUd  f 

«  and  BOW  I  began  to  aa  4il  fNirt  of  a  ^. 

<  dau^hte^,  bj  (Uewing  ihy  obedieA^^ 
'  Bsetignytakii^^mebyth^hand,  put 

*  me  into  achaite,  and  we  went  away. 

*  In  vahi  did  (he  try  10  make  me 
^  rpeak,myheartwastooftin|  Ifca/ee 

*  could  eet  dowli  one  mouthfol  at  dm<-> 

<  ner.  That  night  we  gottoM  ■  < 
'  The  firft  thing  (he  did  attiie  inn,  wait 
'  to  fend  for  the  tradelmea,  to  be^seafc 

*  what  was  necelGury  for  me,  vmctf 
'  they  promiied  IhouJd  be  tvady  in  twtf 
«  days. 

*  The  next  Aipriiing  BittigWy  having 
'  a  great  deal  of  bufinefs,  weiit  om  iil 

*  the  town,  but  took  ca^  to  locit  nrie 

*  into  my  room  j  I  went  to  the  ^rtdov# 

*  quite  taken  op  with  all  that  bad  hiqp* 

*  penod  {  Melicourt  was  not  forgot,     t 

*  Afvas  juft  then  mufingon  th^  beginning^ 

*  of  our  amour,  when  I  eaft  ihy  eyes  on 
'  a  young  man,  who  pafled  under  the 

*  window)  I  thought  1  (hould  know 
'  him,  I  looked  mm  s  goefs  my  afton- 

*  i(bment,  when  f  fawit  wu  my  (hep- 

<  herd  himfelf !   Clapping  my  hand  a 

*  for  joy,  I  called  out  to  him :  he  look- 

*  ed  up,  and  notwith (landing  the  altera* 

<  tion  of  ray  doaths,  knew  me  again. 
"  Blefs  me,*'  cries  he,  •^'it  isMinette  i** 

<  He  (laid  only  to  lay  that,  and  came  rtAn* 

*  ning  to  the  chainber-ddor.  **  Mf- 
<<  nette;  Minettel**  £iys  he,  through 

*  the  key- holes  **  let  in  your  imfortu- 
•'  natHhepherd.  What  tranfpoitsf  what 
**  joy!  Who  could  have  divamedof 
**,  you  herel  Is  it  on  my  account?  How 
**  comes  4t  you  are  no  longer  a  (hep. 
«*  heidefs  ?   Open  the  door  quickly 4*^ 

*  The  poor  boy  a(ked  me  a  hundred 

*  queftions  at  a  tinae.    I  let  him  know 

*  A  was  locked  in  |  that  I  had  a  thoru- 

*  fand  things  to  fay,  but  that  it  viraa    , 

*  impoAible  for  me  to  fpeak  to  him 

<  through  the  door,  when  every  moment 

<  we  were  liable  t6  be  furpritcd,    He    . 

*  afked  me  bow  I  came  to  be  k>cked 

<  up;    I  fati&fied   him  as  well  as    I 

*  could.    We  agteed  in  a  hurry,  that 

*  he  (hould  lie  hid  in  fome  part  of  the 

*  houfe^and  that  at  Ibon  a&  Brtiigny  came 

*  in,  I  was  to  endeavour  to  ^  Ieo(b 

<  and  come  and  talk  with  him.    He 

<  went  away,   but  promifed  me  that, 

*  notvntbftandinz  his  fchool-hours,  to 

*  which'he  was  flill  unfortunately  con- 

*  (ined|  he  would  not  quit  the  boule  till 

*  he 
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«  hfe  hU  affiMd  ott  of  the  finccritf  of 

*  kb  ^aftoB  I  ^ive  agited  ttp«n  a  fignkl, 

*  ami  ftt  it  was  a  poblick^houre^  he  to6k 

*  titb 9fifmtim\tf  of  calling  for  a  break- 

*  If  he  had  ftaytd  a  moment  longer 

*  tr03gaj  had  caught  himi    The  pl?a- 

*  im  I  hai  conceived  at  the  iightof  ihy 
'  tavcr,  was  ealfily  feen  in  my  eounie- 
'  watttti  Ibt  immediately  took  notice 
«  of  it.  «*  There's  my  good  girl," 
^  cried  Ihe,  and  embraced  me ;  <*  I  love 
"*  to  lee  yofo  fo  pleafant  and  gay,  it 
^  mAtt  yoo  as  preftty  agam  !'*  with  a 

*  great  deal  more  of  the  feme  kind.  I 
'  aolwcfcd  her  very  chearfuUyi  as  th^re 

*  is  BOtfaxBg  Hke  a  contented  mind. 
'  Bietigtiy  wai  Iboa  called  away  about 
'  baiaefSy  of  which  fkt  had  a  great 
'  dferi  opoD  her  hands.  Love  is  vftry 
'  iaini&ive «  in  order  to  compafs  my 
'  defigsy  I  famitered  from  one  room  to 
'  another,  backwards  and  forwards,  as 
'  if  I  did  Aoc  know  what  to  do  with 
<myftif. 

*  The  deceit  pa£M,  ami  Breticmy 
'  did  not  etilerve  me :  as  foon  as  I  law 
'  the  coaft  dear^  I  gave  the  fignal  to 
'  Melicoort^  who  watched  me }  he  came 

*  Uantly  to  die  foot  of  the  ftairs  $  I 
'  annted  with  my  finger  to  a  room,  he 
'  iepped  into  it,  and  it  was  not  long 
'  hefbre  I  joined  him. 

<  I  am  appreh«nfive»  fair  lady/  fdys 
ihe  mm,  fixing  her  eyes  upon  me,  *  left 
'  I  iiocild  give  you  a  baid  opinion  of 
'  me.    Do  not  you  think  it  a  litde  too 

*  held  in  me,  to  have  taken  theie  fteps 
'  at  die  age  I  then  was  ?  but  love  and 
'  nly  want  of  .education  may  ferve  to 
'  eaicofe  me;  I  thought  there  could  be 

*  no  harm  in  this  meeting.    As  fbon  as 

*  Melicoiirt  faw  me,  he  threw  himielf 
'  at  my  feet.  I  will  not  repeat  our 
'  cenverfationy  it  was  very  aiiedionate  t 

*  SB  account  of  all  that  had  happened  to 
'  oie,  my  birth,  the  private  project  of 
'  my  parents,  nodiing  was  forgot}  I 

*  bvea  too  much  to  hide  any  thing 
'  from  my  ihepherd.  "  The  altera- 
*■  don,**  &ys  he,  •*  that  has  happened 
**  in  yoor  aftairs,  charming  Minette, 
**  does  not  in  the  leaft  augment  the  re- 
•*  fpeft  I  have  for  you.  Your  deva- 
"  tion  is  fo  far  from  pleafing  me^  that 
"  it  claflies  widi  the  purity  of  my  in- 
**  tendons  s  I  delighted  m^lf  with  the 
*'  thoughts  of  one  day  making  my 
**  Ihepherdc^'s  fortune ;  and  may  I  de- 
*'  pendii^  her  loving  her  ihepherd  as 


«  %^11  as  fttdid  before?'*  I  encdu- 
'  raged  him  as  well  as  I  could )  it  Was 

*  love  that  (poke,  always  eloquent  i  but 

*  when  Meltcourt  heard  where  I  Was 

*  S^ing,  and  the  defigns  they  had 
'  againft  me,  he  bur  it  into  forrowful 

*  complaints.  **  Alas  I  how  wretched 
«*  am  I,"  ftys  he,  <<  not  to  be  my  owa 
"  mafter !  I  would  fruftrate  all  th^e 
**  proceedings.  Muft  you  go,  then, 
•*  dear  Minette?  (hall  I  never  fee  y6u 
"  again  ?  moft  1  lo(e  you  forever  ?*^  In 

*  pronouncing  thefe  words,    he  cried 

*  moft  bitterly.  ««  Alas !"  anfwered 
'  I,  pierced  to  the  foul,  «  I  cannot  cekle 
*'  loving  you.  Young,  and  obliged  to 
**  filence,  dependent  of  all  the  world, 
'*  tears  and  forrow  is  all  I  have  to  de- 
'«  fend  myfelf  with.**    This  mournful 

*  entertainment  was  mtemipted  by  Bre* 

*  tieny*s  calling  me.    I  had  forgot  nty- 

*  felf  $  leaving  him  in  hafte,  I  bad  but 
'  juft  time  to  fqueeze  poor  Melicourt^s 
'  hand,  and  came  in  with  great  preti- 

*  pitation  wiping  my  eyes.  ««  You 
**  have  been  crying,"  fays  the  waiting- 

*  woman  I  <<  diat  is  not  well  donei 
«  vou  (hall  not  be  left  alone  again  in 
*^  hafte  t  come  near  the  fire,  and  let  us 
**  lee  no  more  on*t.  1*11  hear  how  you 
**  can  read ;  that  will  pafs  away  the  time 
'<  ^reeably.*'    She  gave  me  the  Lites 

*  ot  the  Saints,  to  prepare  me  betimes 

<  for  the  life  I  lead  at  prefent ;  (it  hap* 

*  pened  to  be  the  Life  of  St.  A^nes.) 

*  I  read  it  aloud ;  but  (from  my  heart's 

*  being  taken-  up  another  way)  all  this 

*  martyr  faid,  with  a  tender  devotion, 
'  I  appropriated  to  the  prefent  difpoH- 

*  tion  of  my  foul.  The  reading  had 
^  fuch  an  ekt€k  upon  my  mind,  that  I 

*  began  again  to  (hed  tears  in  fuch  a- 

*  bundance  I  could  not  go  on. 

'  Bretigny  took  things  quite  in  ano- 

*  ther  light;    die  faid  (he  was  glad  to 

*  fee  I  had  fo  much  religion  $  and  took 
'  occafjon  of  making  me  a  fine  exhorta* 

*  tion  on  the  fubjed  t  as  foon  as  this 

*  iermon  was  over  we  went  to  fupper, 
'  and  I  waited  impatiently  for  bed  •  time. 

<  As  foon  as  I  found  myfelf  at  libeity  I 

*  called  to  mind  all  Melicourt  had  laid 
'tome;   the  more  I  thought  of  hfm, 

*  the  greater  averiion  I  had  to  a  mona* 

*  ftery.      I  could  not  but  wiih  things 

*  would  take  fuch  a  turn  as  to  make  me 

*  happy  with  my  ihepherd.     I  dwelt 

*  with  fuch  pleafure  on  thefe  ideas, 
'  it  was  all  my  comfort*:  nothing  flatters 

*  young  people  more  than  the  thoughts 

I  *  of 
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'  of  matrimony :  how  comet  it  thev  are 

*  Co  much  indulged  in  it?  A  child  can 

*  fcarce  fpeak,  when  they  aik  MiTs  if 

*  (he  is  aimoft  married  yet.      Little 

*  nuller  is  called   her  little  hufliand  : 

*  parents  ai-e  apt  to  idolize  their  own 

*  offspring}  they  make  thefe  matters 

*  theiubje^  of  their  diverfions,. and  are 
<  always  talking  of    them.      Would 

*  they  not  do  much  better  to  be  more 
«  refervcd,  efpccially  before  young  peo- 

*  pie,  who  in  proportion  as  .they  grow 

*  up,  grow  more  knowing  as  to  all  the 

*  obje^ls    around  them  ?    future  pro- 

*  fpe^ls,  the  more  they  pleafe  us^  the 

*  deeper  imprefllons  they  make.     How 
«  wretched  are  thev  from  whofe  breads 

*  fuch  deep-rooted  ideas  muft  be  torn 

*  away !— But,  to  return  to  our  hiftory. 

*  The  next  noornine  my  cloaths  were 
i  brought  home :   I  round  fo  great  an 

*  altecatlon  in  myfelf  when  I  was  drefs- 

*  ed,  I  Teemed  another  creature;   even 

*  my. way  of    thinking  was  altered. 

*  Why  iliouid  different  fituations  ele- 
.<  vate  or  deprefs  our  fentiments?    a 

*  great  deal  of  my  paft  life  recurred  to 

*  me,  that  appeared  very  contemptible. 

*  Brctigny  interrupted  this  difcufTion ; 
\  as  foon  as  fhe  had  iinilhed  all  hex*  af- 

'  <  fairs,  the  chaife  was  at  the  door,  and 

*  we  went  away.     I  looked  round  for 

*  Meltcourt;  I  thought  he  ought  not  to 
4«  omit  thisoccafion  of  feeing  me,  and 

*  I  was  truly  mortified  not  to  difcovc^ 

*  him. 

•  We  had  fcarce  got  four  leagues  on 

*  our  journey,  when  coming  into  a  nar- 

*  row  road,  I  faw  a  pilgrim  walking  by 

*  the  fide  of  the  chaife,  who  often  fixed 

*  his. eyes  on  me;   I  was  fo  taken  up 

*  with  forrow  for  having  been  deprived 

*  of  the  figfit  of  my  lover,  that  1  took 

*  no  notice  of  this  man.     Brtti^nybid 

*  roe  mind'him.  <<  Look,  Mifs  Mi- 
«*  nstte,'*  lays  flie,  **  at  this  poor  young 

.  **  man,  how  he  is  forced  to  walk  in 
*'  thele  bad  ways:  he  has  fomething 
••  very  agreeable  in  his  face;  perhaps 
**  the  perfections  of  his  mind  may  an- 
•*  Iwcr  thofe  of  his  body  I  How  unjufl 
"  is  fortune !  Is  it  not  frightful  that  at 

,  *^  his  age  he  Oiould  iuffcr  fo  much  hard- 
•*  (hip,  whllit  there  are  people  without 
**  half  his  merit,  who  wallow  in. rich- 
*<  es."     I  was  looking  at  this  pilgrim 

*  whilil  ihe  was  thus  talking  to  me : 
'  imagine  my  furprize,  it  was  Meli- 
'  court;    I  knew  him  notwith (landing 

*  hU.difj^uiJLC*    It  wus  ver^  lucky  4or 


*  me  that  Bretigny,  who  had  talceira 
'  great  liking  to  my  loKer«  put    ha 

*  head  out  to  bid  him  take  care  of  the 

*  wheel,  otherwife  fhe  would  have  di£^ 

*  covered  the  confufion  I  was  in  :   my 

*  eyes  had  met  thofe  of  Melicourt^  ^pvhicli 
'  made  me  blufh  and  look  down,  but  I 

*  fmiled  in  mv  heart.    I  was  IbrrjTi 

<  however,  to  lee  him  walking  thus  iii 

<  the  mire.  He  feemed  very  cheor^li 

*  and  taking  this  opportunity  of  Bie- 

*  tigny's  civility,  fell  into  difcoiurfe  witi] 

*  her:  he  faid,  he  had  been  performini 
'  a  pilgrimage,  and  that  he  was   two 

<  hundred  leagues  from  home.      Xhc 

*  waiting-woman  blcfled  herfelf  at  this, 

<  and  told  him  he  ought  to  reft  himlHfi 

*  Melicourt,  who  perceived  he  had  ^ain- 

*  ed  the  good-will  of  this  woman,   en- 

<  deavoured  to  pleafe  her.      He   had 

*  learned    from    the    polHHon,    w^ith 

*  whom  he  had  been  talking,  that  ihe 

*  managed  every  thing  in  Uie  family; 

<  he  thought  he  could  more  eafily  attain 

*  his  ends,  and  fecure  her  in  his  inteseft 
'  by  amudng  her :  to  this  purpole,  he 

*  told  her  exti.iordinary  ftories,  juftas 

*  they  came  inio  his  head,  I  believe, 

*  with  which  (lie  fccmed  enchanted* 
'  We  were  now  come  to  the  place  where 

*  we  dined.  Bretignjr  made  thepLlgiim 
'  fit  down  to  uble  with  us ;  'telling  me 

*  I  fliould  never   be  haughty   to   the 

*  poor,  and  that  one  was  obliged  to  af- 

*  h(l  them  efpeciuUy  on  the  road :    yoo 

<  may  imagme  I  did  not  contradi£l 
«  her. 

*  If  ever  you  have  been  in  love«  my 
'  dear  Mifs,  judge  of  the  pleafure  I 

<  felt  in  the  enjoyment  of  my  lover*fl 

<  company,  who  gave  me  fuch  evident 
'  marks  of  his  tendemefs.  I  will  own 
'  to  you  frankly,  all  my  cares  ceafed ; 

*  how  great  foevcr  my  (hephcrd's  joy 

*  might  be,   he  poffcfied  htmfelf  very 

*  well,  and  with  great  addrefs  made  mc 

*  fenfible,th3t  though  he  made  his  court  tn 
'  Mademoilelle  Bretigny,  it  was  for  mj 

<  fake.     It  was  comical  enough  to  ob« 

<  ferve  him  hefitating  every  minute,  and 

<  to  fee  the  good  waiting-woman  help- 

*  ing  him  out  in  his  (lory :  (he  carried 

*  her  afl*e£lion  fo  far  for  the  pilgrim,  a 
'  to  propofe  to  hlro  to  rid^  behind  o^ 

<  chaife,  ie(l  he  fhould  fatigue  hinWe 
«  with  walking  J    and  I  believe,  if  tl 

*  had  been  room  in  our  vehicle, 

<  would  have  incommoded  hcifeif< 
'  receive  him.—- Love,  low!  no  age  ncj 

<  cottUitioQ  is  fecuic  from  thy  dansi 

■     '  Whill 
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^'Wkflft  Bretigny  was  gone  to  pay 
'  the  reckoning,  Melicour  took  the  op- 
'  MTtaoity  to  fpeak  to  me }  he  iaid  a 
'  ttqadred  endearing  things.  **  I  am 
"  ieafibie/'  £iid  I,  *«  of  the  marks  you 
"  gnre  me  of  yoor  paffion  |  it  grieved 
'''me  to  iee  you  on  toot  whilft  I  was  at 
**  my  eaie ;  but,  dear  ihepherd,  tell  me 
*'  Mat  all  this  figntfies  ?  We  muft 
"  part,  had  we  not  better  do  it  now  V 
—'*  Ah,  charming  Minette!"  fays 
'  Mdtconrty  in  a  very  forrowful  tone  j 
<'  nnift  I  then  die?  Do  yoo  know 
^  that  my  life  depends  on  the  happi- 
**  vxA  of  feeing  you ;  and  that  I  value 
^  nothing  ib  much  in  the  whok  world  f 
"  To  bid  me  go  and  leave  yoo  I  O 
*<  HeavenSy  what  a  cool  indifference 
*«  is  this  I  What  can  I  think  ?  You  no 
"  longer  lore  roc  •"    In  uttering  thefe 

*  words,  tears  came  into  his  eyes.  Mov- 

*  ed  as  i  was*  realbn  came  to  my  aflift- 

*  ancc.  ««  Hide  your  tears,"  fays  I, 
'  Ming  my  own  $  alas  !  I  love  you, 
*<  it  is  bat  too  true;  but  if  I  am  dear 
"  to  yoo,  and  that  you  will  not  leave 
**  me,  take  care  MademcMfelle  Bretig- 
*'  ny,  who  is  coming  in,  perceive  no- 
"  thing  of  it ;  if  ihe  does  we  are  loft : 
■*  ihewovld  iufpe£l  Ibmething;  endea- 
'  voar  topleafe  her,  her  intereit  is  con- 
**  fiderable ;  ihe  feems  prejudiced  in 
*^  jour  favour,  and  if  I  am  not  mif- 
**  taken,  you  are  not  indifferent  to  her|  • 
**  that  will  facilitate  our  feeing  one  ano- 
"  Ifaer.     I  do  aflure  you,  my  dear  Oiep- 

herd,^^  continued  I,  giving  htm  my 
hand,  **  that  thought  is  not  at  all  dif- 
agreeabkr  As  he  was  ^oijkg  to  an- 
Mr  me»  Bretigny  came  m,  to  tell  me 
we  mcoft  go :  fliel^d  contrived  it  with 
the  poftibon  that  die  pilgrim  ihould  be 
fiated  behind  the  chai&  at  his  eaii;; 
each  of  us  took  our  place,  and  in  this 
maimer  reached  our  journey's  end. 
« The  caftle  which  we  entered  did 
not  feem  to  be  the  fame  which  we 
went  from  i  this  was  much  larger  and 
better  fumilhed,  whereas  the  other, 
bekmging  likewiie  to  my  father,  had 
been  inhabited  only  iince  ne  was  obi  ig* 
ed  to  be  concealed.  My  mother  re- 
ceived me  very,  alftftionately ;  and,  as 
Bretigny  had  inftru£ked  me,  I  called 
her  aunt ;  to  which  I  had  much  ado 
to  bring  myfcif,  knowing  how  falfe 
it  was. 

*  Melicourt  was  not  negle£led :  Bre- 
t^;ny  had  been  talking  with  him,  as 
we  came  out  of  the  chaile,  and  find- 


*  ing  that  he  was  qoaiified  to  fenre  in 
«  the  capacity  of  a  fttward,  fhe  promif- 
'  ed  him  fhe  would  procure  him  that 
'  place;  in  the  mean  time  he  rouft  be 

*  content  to  be  under  him  who  was  then 
'  in   that  office,  which  could  not  lafk 

*  long,  being  extremely  old  and  infirm. 

*  Melicourt  received  joy  fully  thefe  marks 

*  of  the  watt  ing- woman's  regard.  The 

*  part  fhe  has  in  my  Hory  is  too  conii- 

*  derable  to  neglect  giving  you  her  por- 

*  traiture. 

*  She  was  five  and  forty,  and  looked 

<  well  for  her  age  t  I  canpot  tell  if  fhe 

*  had  been  handlbme  in  her  youth  $  at 

*  leaft  fhe  had* no  remains  of  her  having 

<  been  fo  i  her  completion  much  upon 

*  the  wainfcot ;  blue  eyes,  round,  and 

<  a  little  fpotted ;  her  eye -brows  but 

<  thinly  /own,  and  were  fcarce  percepd- 
'  ble$  they  withdrew  themfelves  with 

*  fuch  an  antipathy  from  her  eyes,  that 

*  ihe  appeared  always  in  a  fright ;  her 

*  mouth  was  well  enough,  had  i(  not 

*  been  for  a  wart  upon  her  upper  lip  | 

*  one  could  not  fay  that  a  dcwn  cover- 

<  ed  her  chin,   but  fhe  had   a  ftrong 

*  briflly  beard  fhe  could  never  deflroy. 

*  She'had  a  peaked  chin,  which  natural - 
'  ly  prefentcd  itfelf  as  a  handle)  the  reft 

*  was  as  nfual,  and  like  other  people} 

*  flat  cheeks  railed  up  by  two  (hutting 

*  bones  near  the  eyesf  had   a  hoarle 

*  voice,  the  laft  fyllables  generally  ter^ 
'  minating  in  a  falfe  treble  {  her  foie- 

<  head  was  fo  little,    that  her  head- 

*  cloaths,  always  rufHed,  hung  over  her 

*  eye-brows  J  fhe  would  have  been  pret- 

*  ty  well  Ihaped,  only  flie  was  huger  in 

*  the  waili  than    about  herThoulders, 

*  which  made  an  exafk  fhape  the  wrong 

*  way. 

*  Her  humour  was  agreeable  enough, 

*  remarkable  from  her  childhood  for  a 

*  tender  heart,  but  the  infidelity  of  fc- 

*  veral  lovers  had  given  her  a  difguft 
'  to  the  conjugal  ftate.     The  youth,  or 

*  rather  the  engaging  behaviour  of  Me- 

*  licourt,  removed  thefe  difgufh,  and 

*  rekindled  her  dying  flames.  She  took 
'  'his  compliments  to  be  iincere  j  and 

*  her  heart  going  now  as  fait  as  it  bad 

*  been  flow  in  determining  before,  took 

<  the  reiblution,   as   (he  was  rich,    of 

<  making  Melicourt*8  fortune^  and 
'  things  were  fo  difpofed,  that  wirnout 

*  an  unforefeen  incident,  this  would 
'  have  produced  a  moft  cxtraordinzry 

*  miftakc.     All   this  while  I   ceceiyed 

*  daily  leflbns  for  the  regulating  my 

I  a  '  conJudt. 
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conduct.  Three  weeks  were  now  psf- 
M  iince  I  had  been  at  the  cattle. 
The  time  grew  near  when  I  was  to 
go  to  the  monaftery ;  Melicouit  an<| 
I  often  bewailed  the  hard  fate  that 
was  going  to  part  us.    Love,  that 
extended  his  dominion  in  our  hearts^ 
had  fo  enlightened  our  minds,  we 
carried  ourfelv«s  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  nobody  in  the  family  fuibeftec) 
us.    Burbot  what  ufe  were  all  thefe 
precautions  ?     We  were  going  to  be 
teparted.     However,  Bretigny's  ^- 
fion  for  Melicourt  pot  the  moft  ridi- 
culous ftratagem  tiiat  ever  was  em- 
|»loyed  into  my  lover's  head,  for  fecur- 
ing  our  happinefs.  "  Dear  Minctte," 
fays  he  to  me  one  day  in  the  garden, 
where  we    often  met  one  andther, 
I  adore  you,  you   cannot  doubt  it. 
Though  they  conceal  your  birth,  it 
is  not  the  lefs  certain  s  you  cannot 
^   roe  capable  of  impoung  on  you 
regard  to  mine ;  fo  tnat  things  arr 
pretty  equal,  and  can  be  no  obftacle 
to  our  union.     In  the  mean  time^ey 
are  (kcrificing  you,  and  you  cannot 
be  ignorant  they  deiign  to  oblige  you 
to  take  the  vows  I  Reflr^  only  how 
miferable  you  wouM  be,if  that  Ihould 
happen  j  you  would  infallibly  lan- 
guish all  your  life.    Take  courage, 
the  time  prefTes  {   let  us  emplov  this 
interval   to   afcertain    our    felicity. 
What  can  happen  from  it,  though  we 
(hould  be  difcovered  ?"— <«  What  do 
you  mean  ?^*  fays  I,  quite  confounded. 
•—Let  US'  beware  that  nobody  fufpe^ls 
our  correfpondence ;  you  would  ruin 
me.     I  fiave  told  you  the  reafons  that 
obliged—^*'     **  I  know  that,"  re- 
plies Melicourt  haftily  }  '  btt  if  once 
you  go  into  the  convent,  I  (hall  ne- 
ver fee  you  again  ;  you  will  be  com- 
pelled to  become  a  nun,  and  there 
will  be  an  end  of  all  my  hopes.**— 
Alas  !*'  crieii  I,  ««  how  (hall  I  pre- 
vent  it !" — ♦•  Dare  but  do  what  I  tell 
you,*'  continues  Melicourt.    ««  Bre- 
tt^y  has  been  pre(]tog  me  this  fort- 
night to  marry  her ;  at  firft  I  oppofed 
it,  but  I  have  fmce  thought  I  could 
take  th.it  opportunity  to  unite  us.** 
— .«*  >yhat's  that,   ungrateful    man!" 
cried   I,    mitunderftanding  what   he 
fsid ;  *«  Otn  you  forget  your  oaths, 
who  you  are,  and  betray  me  to  that 
degree  !**—<«  Ah,  why  do  you  re- 
proach me!"  fays  my  lover;  <*  is  it 
to  forget  you,  to  feek  the  meaos  of 


"  uniting  us  for  e?cr  I  AdiBQ  ! 
comes  fomebody,**  contionM  kra 
I  will  give  you  an  account  of  my 
projeft  as  (bon  as  I  can*  and  if  yov 
love  me  as  iincereiy  aa  yno  hsae 
given  me  room  to  flatter  ni^ietf,  vpe 
fliall  eafdy  farmount  aU  dtficaftaes."* 

*  We  vrere  oblkcd  to  parts  he  ^tp^ 
ped  into  one  of  the  aUeya  $  and,  leein^ 
my  mother  come,  Iwent  to  meet  litf. 
Although  (he  had  armed  herfdf  a* 

rft  her  natural  tenderoeft  for  »^ 
gave  me  contimtal  marks  cf  it 
under  the  name  of  neice. 

*  In  the  mean  while  my  father  nt- 
tunied  from  court.  His  arrival  de- 
cided ro^  lot.  Thev  declared  to  me, 
that  in  eight  days  I  mould  go  into  the 
convent.  I  had  no  ftaliNi  to  espeffc 
othervriie.  I  was  notprepaied  lor  this 
Aroke :  fi'om  that  time  my  averfioii 
to  the  cloifter  grew  Very  mani&t*  I 
had  not  fecn  Melicourt  tat  three  dajmf 
1  thouffht  I  had  a  thontod  thiogi  to 
fay  to  him.  I  went  into  the  garden  |o 
wa!k  away  my  uneafmeA,  with  giicf 
painted  on  my  face. 

*  I  vraa  jttft  going  in  a^ain,  ndien  I 
faw  at  a  dimince  Melicourt  coniti^ 
up  to  me  (ingtng.  I  took  it  hcinotUly 
ill  of  him.    **  You  are  very  hpppjr, 

for  your  part,**  (ays  I,  when  he  visas 
come  near  me,  **  to  rejoice  whilft  X 
cry  1  I  believe  you  intend  it  me  aa  a 
favour,  that  I  may  leave  the  world 
with  lefs  remt. **—•<<  Fie  I  chaimiog 
Minette,**  &ys  he,  putting  on  a  fiir- 
rowful  countenance,  **  hclw  cniel  in 
Tour  reproach,  and  hew  little  do  you 
'  know  me !  If  I  have  appe^nd  taiyv 
it  is  becaufe  it  now  depends  on  yoQ 
to  unite  us  with  indiflbluble  bonda  i 
the  day  is  fixed,  the  prieft  is  neady ; 
Bretigny,  that  woman  in  other  thiasa 
fo  difcreet,  has  engaged  hi«n  {  ke  i« 
her  coufin,  a  preceptor,  about  two 
leagues  oft*.  This  man  owes  every 
thing  to  her :  (he  has  explained  the 
whole  matter  to  him,  and  he  wiil  do 
every  thing  (be  defines.  She  will 
have  the  ceremony  performed  in  the 
night,  and  will  kerp  it  fecret  tiU  (he 
be  gone  /rom  hence.  X'  have  pcee- 
tenclcd  to  agree  to  all  this,  intcuaing 
thereby  to  engage  us  two  more  than 
ever.  The  preceptor  is  to  be  here 
to  night;  he  knows  me:  I  have  (een 
him  ieveral  times  on  this  aiiarr. 
There  is  no  difiinguiihing  ob|e£ls  in 
the  night  time.  loftead  of  perform- 
«  ing 
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«*  yon  9»  mighty  pnidesrt !  yoi 
"  whelm  me  with  diiHcultiet  th: 
*«  not  forefee.'^— '*  It  i$  what  w 
«*  tlunk  of,  for  all  that,"  fays/.  J 
<<  fent,  all  I  can  fay  to  you  is,  tha 
**  fufi^r  th«  ia&  extremity  before 
«  become  a  nun :  I  have  an  inv 
**  repvif^nance  to  it,  andl  will  1 
**  thing  in  the  world  you  are  th 
««  of  it."'-*"  O,  very  well/'  coi 

*  Melicourty  ««  I  ftand,   then, 
"  iirft  fu'opofal  1 1  may  poflibly  L 
*<  it.    But  be  fare  you  bold  ) 
**  in  readinefs  i  I  will  come  an< 
<<  you  when  it  19  time."  My  lov( 

<  ed  me  in  pronouncing  theie 

<  and  I  returned  to  my  motlier'i 

*  ment  in  a  terrible  agitation. 

<  ever,  I  behaved  myself  fo  as  nc 
'  her  perceive  it.     I  was  taking 

*  work,  but  (he  called  me.  • 
"  near  the  fire,  netce,"  fays  fli 
'<  want  to  fpeal;  to  you.*'  I  did 
'  fufpe6ling  what  ihe  had  to  fay 

*  In  this  difcourfe,  ail  the  ob 

*  vaniihed  I  had  formed  from  1 

*  education,  again  it  the  proje6^ 

*  night,  and  to  which  I  had  bef 

*  a  moil  infurmountable  repugn 
**  You  Icnow  very  well,  M 

*  fiiys  my  mother,  "  who  you  an 
«*  the  time  I  firft  faw  you,  I  h: 
**  padioB  of  your  condition  ;  i 
**  that  account  I  liave  prefern 
«  You  kept  ftieep,  you  was  at  i 
**  exposed  to  the  extremity  of  hi 
**  colds;  own  to  me  how  mai 
"  died  times  you  lamented  t! 
««  life,  and  fee  what  I  have  d< 
«*  order  that  you  miglf  be  ti 
«•  confidcied,  I  take  you  to  m| 
"  where  you  pafs  for  my  nei : 
"  feem  to  dtlerve  my  regard  ; 
*'  try  to  compleat  your  happ 
"  am  fending  you  to  a  nunue 
'*  to  the  Lord  to  keep  you  t]  1 
"  world  is  full  of  trouble  5   t  1 
*^  are  born  to  be    the  bappi 
"  groan    under  it's    difappoi  1 
««  every  ftep  we  make  chagri 
<*  you  had  more  experience, 
<^  convince  you  by  a  hundred 
«*  before  your  owo  eyes.    M 
'^  people  of  your  condition  is     I 
«  troubles }   not  to  mention     1 
«*  falling  into  bad   hands  j 
**  danger  and  misfortune  th 
««•  it,  the  detail  of  which  is     1 
«*  Look  therefore  on  the  clo 
«■  ther  you  aic  going»  a«       I 


«  «3l  adptnct  tbo  tim«,  imd  you^  »n4 
•I  IWlliemtftitfiliapelaitwelYet  the 
«  ted  light»  mt4  ibe  bead-diefs  you 
«  «iU  hvK  CM,  «9v«nne;  your  face,  will 
«  Ubiead  ihf  pni^.  Ip  fine^  v^ef} 
n  ^g^  ^e  fobtfd,  we  frail  4o  very  well 
«  te  the  reft.^*  I  could  not  belp  laugh- 
«  ^  at  chit  [ileifiot  conttivance  5  but 
<  k  sxvB  W9y  tt>  ibrtiHia  and  preOiaf 

•  llwuglktft  tk»t  occQired  to  t9«-  *'  The 
<<  ftntagem  is  prafticable,""  vepli«<l  h 
«  bttt  mbtn  would  be  tbe  ufe  of  it,  if 
«<  it  did  foccfled  ?  By  die  little  know- 
••  Mfs  I  hame  of  the  world,  I  pUmly 
•»  iee  facb  a  ■umriase  it  net  according 
«<  ID  fgras  b<tf,  (uppoft  it  ftiould  be, 
«<  fiMB  1  diall  be  forced  tp  bide  it,  diall 
»  I  go  tfa0  Jefa  to  tbe  convent  ?  For  my 
M  dqmjtuie  is  naslterably  ii^ed  fmce 
M  ny  Otter's  retum » perilaps  tbey  have 
«  6«lk  icai^ms  for  bjiryiag  me  alive  in 
"  a  ck»ftcT.^-«^  It  is  for  thi»  reaibn," 

•  fcpliesMclicoBr^,  ^  that  we  muft  lay 
M  bold  of  dkis  opportunity.  We  will 
<<  fty }  tbe  wicte  world  lies  before  ua. 
<(  Are  yoo  noC  feniible  of  tbe  cruelty 
<•  tbey  (bow  ia  your  legaxd,'*  continued 
<  Melicaiut,  to  influence  mo,  Preing  me 

•  ^n^iiafiagi   M  tbs  ibafleKfuliiicrifice 

*•  tbey  axo  fpoing  to  make  of  your  liber- 

»  ty,  yoar  birtb-rigbt,  and  fortune ;  of 

^  vbicb  they  will  Cruftrate  you  under 

«  the  noft  frivolous  preteacet  ?  Is  not 

<«  aU  this  fu&iflBt  to  alarm  you  ?  Ab, 

«•  dear  Minettel  young  as  I  aai,  theiis 

*^  things  ftrike  me  with  horsor«  I  know 

•*  tbe  n£ft£k  and  obedience  we  owe  our 

**  poieDte;  but  it  is  not  forbid  in  fuch 

«*  a  caie  to  fedc  for  the  means  of  put- 

*^  ting  daem  in  mind,  that  they  who 

M  gaveosbirtl^-'-botAomoreof  thie. 

*«  I  agree  with  you  that  we  (hall  be  re- 

**  mtnd  from  one  another*    If  you 

**  cnce  enter  the  cloite,  veho  can  refcue 

«  TOO  ftom  thence  fm^**  In  whatman- 

««  ner,*'   fiiys  I,  «*  will  this  inarriago 

•«  ffevent  it  ?     To  run  away  is  what 

«^  I  can  never  bring  myfelf  to.    If  you 

**  declare  this  match,  I  am  undone  i  if 

••  you  cooceal  i^  it  will  be  the  fame 

«  thing  to  me.    Pray  bow  do  you  pro- 

«  yok  to  come  oflF  with  Mrs.  Bretigny  ? 

*'  I  fuppoie  you  intend  to  marry  her.'* 

*  I  couid   aot  help  laughing  at  thefe 

*  words}  my  lover  did  lb  too,   not- 
'  withftamding  his  lerious  face.    Youth 

*  will  aflert  it's  privileges.     •*  Good 
*«  God  I  roy  dear  Minette,'*  fays  he, 

*  putting  Qohiaair  of  importance  again^ 
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«<  againft  all  the  ftorms  of  this  life, 
^erevou  will  be  fecwrely  ihcltered 
from  all  thefe  rocks.  If  the  grate  has 
a  frightful  afpefl,  cuftom  will  render 
it  pieafant  and  cafy  :  it  is  in  retire- 
ment we  truly  enjoy  ourfclves}  plca- 
fure  is  refigned  with  great  diflicalty, 
by  thofe  who  have  had  an  early  ac- 
quaintance with  it ;  luckily  for  you, 
it  is  not  your  cafe,  but  a  very  little 
reflexion  gets  the  better  of  the  dif- 
likes  of  the  children  of  this  world. 
When  the  oc^fions  arc  remored,  they 
difappear  of^urfe.  You  will  not 
refemble  thofe  religious  perfons,  de- 
tached from  the  world,  indeed,  yet 
who  not  only  cairy  the  remembrance 
of  it  in  their  heart,  but  even  look  on 
it  in  their  parlour,  as  through  a  win- 
dow, from  whence  they  never  retire 
but  with  conllant  regret  fot  having 
embraced  that  ftate  of  life.  For  your 
part,  dear  Minette,  it  will  not  be 
your  cafe  J  the  fimplicity  of  your  ' 
he^  will  make  you  find  a  thoufand  ' 
chansis :  taken  up  with  the  thoughts 
of  your  falvatton,with  a  tranquil  life, 
and  a  thoufand  innocent  amulements, ' 
you  will  pafs  away  your  days  in  fe- 
renity  and  peace  of  mind.  I  will 
come  ibmetimes  to  partake  and  envy 
your  happinefs.** 

*  Thefe  laft  words  feemed  to  foften 
my  mother  :  her  eyes  were  full  j  (he 
ftrove  to  hide  her  tears  by  turning 
sway  and  covering  her  face.  I  was 
too  much  moved  to  difpute  any  part 
of  Nature's   right  over  me.     "  Ah, 

dear  mother!''  cried  I,  throwing  my- 
felf  at  her  feet,  **what  have  I  done, 

that  you  ihould  make  me  a  facrifice  ?" 
She  embraced  fne ;  thefe  words  efcaped 
me,  and  my  paflion  got  the  better  of 
the  rule  I  had  impofed  on  myfelf,  ne- 
ver to  betray  my  ieCret. 

•  My  mother,  however,  underftood 
but  half  the  JVnport  of  thefe  words. 
The  time  was  favourable.  Ah  !  why 
did  I  not  take  hold  of  it }  Quite  pof- 
feifed  with  my  ignorance  on  this  fub- 
)eA,  and  fuil^jined  by  the  aforefaid 
reafont,  fhe  began  again.    ^'  You  are 

in  the  right,"  continued  (he,  <<  my 
dear  Minette,  to  call  me  a  mother  \ 
yea,  you  are  in  the  right,  I  repeat  it ; 
you  will  know  one  day,  when  you 
'  are  a  nun,  that  lam  really  fo.''  This 
word  nun  pierced  my  heart ;  arid  fuch 
cruelty  towards  me,  fufpended  the 
fentimentt  1  haid  for  my  mother.    I 


diought  no  fribre'  but  how^I  flionlit  - 
fnatch  myfetf  fiporo  the  ftat«  they  dc-    * 
(i|ped  for  me.     Policy  Cook  the  place  ' 
ot  filial  tendemefs }  I  conftrained  my* 
felf,  and  kept  up  the  converfation  witia 
io  much  calmnefs>  that  it  was  impof-> 
fible  to « know  by  my  covnceBance  ' 
what  pailed  in  wj  heart. 
<  People  coming  in  upon 'bufinefs,  I 
took  the  opportunity  to  go  and  lindl  * 
Melicourt.    I  went  backwards  and  - 
forwards  ;  my  enquiry  was  in  vain*  ' 
Into  the  garden,  into  the  back  couit, 
I  aiked  for  him  every  where  $  nobody  * 
hadfeenhiroi    My  heart  trembled  j  it 
prefaged  fomething.    Fatal  prc^or-  * 
ftick  *     I  went  out  of  the  caitle, .  and  * 
came  into  a  lane  that  led  to  the  vil-  * 
iage:  I  thought  at  the  end  of  tlu»  ' 
lane  I  (hould  find  my  lover.     Alas  !  * 
do  we  carry  in  our  hearts  the  tokens  ' 
of  what  is  to  come  ?     Ah,  Madam  !  * 
what  do  I  fee  ?  (foi^e  my  tears)  a 
chaife  and  four  men,  who  ftize  Mcli- 
court!'  he  fees  me,  he  cries  out,  he 
-refills.    VaincfCarts!  he  is  now.  at  ss 
great  dtAance. 

«  This  fight  had  fo  ftartled  me,  I  ft<ttd 
immoveable  t  as  long  as  the  chaiie 
fixed  my  eves,  I  remained  in  that  pof^ 
ture  \  as  (oon  as  it  was  gone»  I  wept 
'bitterly.    Happily  for  me  that  I  wa» 
alone,-  nobody    heard    my  lamenta-' 
tions.     I  came  in«  like  one  diftraft-- 
ed.    Supper    was   ready,    the    bell 
had  rung,,   they   were   looking   for 
me.     The  fird  I  met  was  Bretig--- 
ny;  (he  had  a  joy  in  her  face,  that 
foon  vaniflied,  when  I  told  her  what 
had  |uft  happened .    «  Oh,^  Heaven  !** 
ihe'  cried,  quite  furious,  "  what  is  it 
'  you  fay  ?  I  am  in  defpair.  You  fliall* 
'  know  the  reafon  another  ttmej  go 
'  and  fit  down  to  fupper,  I'll  run  to 
the   village,   and  know  what's  the 
matter:  no, (lay }  you  are  all  in  tears  !- 
poor  child}  good-natured  thing  1  Come 
along  with  me,they  willbeaiking  what 
ails  you."     On  this,  away  (he  runs  | 
and  we  foon  reached  the  inn  where 
this  fcene  was  tnin(a£ked.  The  refpe6b 
they  had  for  Bretigny,  whom  tney 
looked  upon  as  the  mi(befs,   made 
them  anfwer  immediately  to  her  quef- 
tions,  and  they  gave  us  this  account. 
**  Four  days  ago,*'  fays  the  landlord » 
a  gentleman  came  here  in  the  even- 
ing, with  three  more  men)  he  pafT- 
ed  for  a  recruiting-ofRcer :  his  iix9t 
queftiont  w^re^    who  lived  at  the 
«  caaie^ 
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and-  what  cntertainmtnt  tbert 

I  there.  Yon  kiiow,Madan/*  ceo- 

*  tinucd  the  landlord,  *^  it  is  my  bufi- 

**  nefs  to  pieafe  all  the  world  i  I  fatis- 

*'  £ed  htmi  the  captain  fpent  his  money 

**  ynrj  freely  t  but  what  farprized  me  ■ 

*<  wa»,  that  he  eat  with  bis  men}  and  . 

«(  ioftead  of  running  about  like  thofe 

**  who  reomity  and  aie  upon  the  watch 

**  Cor   young  fellows,   he  kept  clofe. 

"  One  of  his  comrades  went  out  from 

.  "  time  to  time,  and  as  foon  as  be  came 

^  ia  (poke  to  htra  privaidy .     This  hu- 

*<  iBour.  was  carried  on  till  this  day, 

<«  without  my  troubling  myfelf  about 

**  it,  becaufe  he  paid  me  very  well. 

<■  About  an  hour  ago.  Madam,  this 

^  pfcteoded  captain,  warming  himlelf  at 

**  the  kitchen  Stt,  (aid  aloud  to  one  of 

«<  his  fervants,    «<    Go  and  tell  that* 

*'  young,  man  whom  you  iee  coming 

*'  out  of  that  houfe,  there  is  one  here 

"  would  fpcak  a  word  with    him.'* 

**  Mr.  Brunet  [for  it  is  by  that  name 

*'  Melicourt  went  at  the  ca/lle]  came 

*<  IB  a  minute.    The  poor  lad. little 

.  "  thought  of  what  was  preparing  for 

**  him. .  Before  be  entered  the  inn,  the 

**  officer  whifpered  in  my  ear :  *'  You 

.  "  are  going  to  fee  a  little  bufUe,  land- 

««  lord,"  lays  he.    "  Can  you  guefs 

**  who  that  young  man  is  that  I  h^ve 

"  fent  for?"—"  No,  truly,"  anfwered 

**  I   furprized  j    "  I  know  him  i    he 

*<  does  bufinefs  for  our  lord,  and  every 

**  body  gives  him  a  good  word.   What, 

"  is  there  any  diing  bad  againft  him  ? 

"  we  all  love  him."—"  I  believe  you," 

'<  lays  the  officer,  "  and  it  is  becauie 

"  be  is  beloved  elfewhere  we  are  going 

«(  to    take   htm   away.      I  give   you 

**  warning,  in  cafe  he  fliould  pretend 

<<  to  re(itt»   to  be  quiet.     He  is  Ton 

**  to  M.  1>      ■  ,    councilor  in  the 

<*  parliament  of  M  ■      i  he  is  a  loole 

.    **  one,  and  weot  away  without  laying 

''  a  word  '9  we  have  been  in  iearch  of 

**  him  ever  fince;  only  for  M.  De  R. 

"  Lo^  of  Bife,  who  knew  this  young 

**  man  carrying  a  letter  to  a  preceptor, 

"  and  had  often  ieen  him  at  his  fa- 

«<  therms,  we  ihould  not  have  known 

«'  where  he  was. 

"  The  valet  dechambre,  for  fuch  he 
^  was,  had  fcarce  pronounced  thefe 
**  woids,  but  the  young  man  came  i  he 
**  in&andy  knew  his  zather*s  fervant, 
^  and  turned  as  pale  as  death.  "Come, 
*'  Sir,"  lays  the  valet  de  chambre, 
**  takccourag^y  there  is  no  harm ;  lam 
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g^ad  we  have  found  you  f  you  rauft 
along  with  us,  your  father  expcAs 
you."  During  this  difcourfe  the 
poor  boy  wouM  have  efcaped;  bat 
feeing  himfelf  collared,  fought  like  a 
dragon,  though  the  num£r  over* 
powered  him  $  and,  in  fpite  of  his  «f* 
fortSj  they  put  him  intoa  chaife  ready 
for  that  purpofe.  They  have  Scarce 
been  |^ne  a  moment." 
'  Bretigny  was  lb  adonifhed  at  this 
news,  that  ihe  went  away  without  ait- 
fwering  a  (ingle  word.  As  foon  as 
we  were  got  by  ourfelves,  (he  fqueez- 
ed  me  by  the  hand,  and  began  to  cry 
bitterly.  I  joined  in  the  chorus  very 
iincereiy :  this  poor  woman  embraced 
me  with  affe£lion,  imagining  my  tears 
to  be  the  eife^  of  my  compalfion.  She 
gave  roe  my  Icflbn,  as  we  went  aloug, 
what  I  was  to  fay  when  we  came  to  the 
caftle,  left  when  they  ihould  know 
this  advepture,  it  Ihould  appear  that 
we  had  any  fort  of  concern  in  it. 
'  Three  days  after  this  cruel  acci- 
dent, Tpent,  as  yon  may  well  believe, 
in  tears,  my  mother  brought  me  hi- 
ther :  I  was  received  with  a  great 
deal  of  kindnefs  and  friendihip.  No 
artifice  was  left  untried  to  induce  me 
to  take  the  veil.  The  forrowful  air  I 
had  not  yet  laid  afide,  into  the  caiife 
of  which  they  did  not  penetrate,  gave 
room  without  doubt  to  think  I  haS  no 
reliih  for  the  cloifter :  this  was,  too, 
contrary  to  tlie  interefts  of  the  houfe, 
bj^  reafon  of  the  portion  they  expelled 
with  me,  not  to  ufe  their  utmoft  efforts 
to  make  me  change  my  mind.  Li- 
berty is  a  charming  thing;  I  was  in- 
tirely  left  to  myfelf,  not  being  fu- 
fpe^led  of  any  intrigue.  I  went, 
when  I  would  into  the  parlour;  they 
never  followed  me,  nor  hearkened 
after  what  I  faid.  Bretigny  would 
often  come  to  cry  with  me :  ihe  told 
me  ihe  intended  to  go  to  M  to 

get  fome  tidings  of  her  befoved  pil- 
grim. Alas  1  little  did  ihe  know  with 
what  impatience  I  iighed  to  hear  from 
the  dear  man. 

'  One  day,  as  I  was  walking  by  my- 
felf in  the  garden  with  a  book,  that 
precious  book  t  mentioived  in  the  be- 
ginning of  my  itory,  and  which  I  fo 
much  valued  becaufe  it  belonged  to 
my  lover,  the  nun  who  waited  at  the 
turn,  came  and  told  me,  there  was  an 
officer,  who  called  himfelf  my  rcla- 

<  Uou,  waited  for  mc  ia  the  pailour. 

-     .  '  *  ^    -  •       '  This 
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*  Thtt  news  flariled  me;  I  cfM  not 

*  know  who  thi«  could  be,  unlefs  itwere 

*  (bmebody  who  came  from  my  lover. 
*f  I  Hew  to  the  psrfour ;  fcarce  was  I 

*  entered,  when  the  found  of  a  well- 
^  known  and  much-loved  voiee,  fwift 
^  at  Ifghtning  reached  my  heart.  *'  I» 
*f  it  you,  then,"  faid  I  to  him  5  «*  m  it 
«*  yon  V*    I  h»i  not  power  to  fay  any 

*  more.    Drawing  near,  I  gave  hmi  my 

*  hand  dirovgfa  the  srate.     He  took  it, 

*  he  raotftened  it  with  hia  tears,  he  hurt 

<  me,  he  knelt  down,  he  cried,  he  talk- 

*  eJ,  and  all  this  without  beitig  at  all 
«  ftnfiblcof  thentatter.' 

The  nun  was  at  this  part  of  the  ftory, 
when  fomebody  canve  and  interrupted 
lier>  to  ttU  Its  they  were  in  the  refectory  j 
wr  got  iy|r,  and  agreed  to  return  to  my 
^hantlAeT  after  diimer  was  over. 

I  wiH  not  defcribe  to  you  the  modeft, 
outet  manner,  in  which  thirtv  of  thefe 
fioly  women  devotitly  made  tnelf  meal. 
I  was  taken  op  with  weighty  cares,  and 
if  I  had  been  obKged  to  give  you  an 
SKCount  of  a  pious  lecture  that  vfzs 
then  made,  it  would  h^ve  very  much 
pVKzled  mie.  The  fuperior  rang  a  bell 
that  was  over  her  head:  every  body 
rofe  from  table }  grace  was  faid  f  and  St. 
Agne9  and  I  retlirned  to  my  chamber, 
where  (he  refumed  her  ftory. 

*  As  fbon  as  I  was  recovered  from 

*  the  diforder  into  which  the  fisht  of  my 

<  lover  had  throwtr  me,  I  wanted  to 

*  know,  to  what  lucky  accident  I  owed 

<  f^a  charming  a  pleafure,  and  after  what 
^  inanoer  he  had  made  his<efcape  from 
«  his  firtftcf's  hovfe.  *'  Could  yoo  one 
•«  moment  doubt,"  cried  he,  *•  lb  much 
**  in  love  as  I  am,  that  I  ihould-  not  find 
**  air  opportunity  of  returning  to  you, 
«'  luppofing  even  things  had  not  taken 
**■  the  fortunate  turn  they  now  have  ? 
**  Nothing  can  ever  (hake  my  conftan- 
*<  cy,  if  you  continue  in  the  fameibnti- 
**  ments."— ^*  Gan  you  doubt  it,  un- 
*«  grateful  man!*'  fays  1 5  «*  the  tears 
•<  I  have  flicd  in  your  abfence,  and  the 
**  alteration  you  may  eafily  perceive  in 
*<  me,  arc  but  too  fure  proofs."    Meli- 

<  court,  tranlported  with  this  acknow- 
^  liedgment,  ar  which  however  he  ought 

*  nor  to  have  been  much  furpriaedv  cx- 

*  prefftd  his  fentimcnts  for  me  in  the 
^  tendereft  maimer.  I  enquired  into  the 

*  moft  mimite  circumdances  of  what 

*  had  befallen  him,  ever  (ince  the  mo- 

*  menr  he  was  forced  from  me.    I  be- 

*  Sitt  bjT impartiDif  tt^faim  tbt prcfent- 


*  fitoiilonof  oftj^ilAdH.  '<  'We  AOl 
«  put  an  end  t^dl  diem/' replied  he,  «<'i£ 
'*  you  will  enter  into  the  lawful  thca* 
**  fores  I  ihall  propoie  to  vod ;  btit,  iii 
<*  order  to  prepare  Vott  for  it,  I  muft 
<<  ffive  yon  an  txn^  detaU  of  aH  that 
*<  has  hsxppened  to  lAe  ^ntt  I  fiw  you* 

**  YO0  hate  MO  Mnh  to  doubt,  loire- 
**  ly  Minette,"  cohtinved  Mdreoutty 
**  of  the  aifgui(h  thatt  feiatel  mj  fooU 
**  when  I  fkw  myftif  taken)  I  wduried 
**  all  thoie  who  had  a  haild  m  eaftyi^ 

a  tltottiand  ttttieS  the  ttfmrrtfinOn  be 
^  had  undertaken.  In  feality,  he  had 
"  enough  to  do$  aiid  tf  it  had  nor  b^esi 
"  for  the  precatnion  they  took,  and  the 
**  eonflant  vtratcb  they  kept  over  me,  I 
<^  ihonld  bare  abainfenea  mryfelf  to  all 
**  the  excefs  df  my  paffion.  In  tfiis 
'*  condition  I  atrivecf  ^  ^y  father** 
^'  hot^f^.  They  gate  hito  an  ateounl 
"  of  all  my  extratagatrces,  tttd  of  my 
**  refufing  to  take  ai^iuftenanee.  611 
**  this  confidenttioft,  he  changed  ^e 
^*  conduft  he  had  ^npojkd  to  hfmiclf 
**  in  tny  regard}  anfd,  inilead  of  the 
**  chafttiement  he  intended  for  ihe^ 
*«  treated  mevrith  great  lenity,  hlo- 
**  thing  Would  Sfroeafe  me.  Is  there 
•*  any^Gonfofation-tor  a  perfoir  truly  ia 
**  bve?  All  his  comoiaifancfe  was  to 
"  no  purpofe ;  I  v^as  aetemrined  not  to 
"  eat  till  1  w^s  at  liberty :  all  pofltble 
*•  endeavours  were  thought  of  to  com* 
'*  pel  me  to  it.  I  perSvered  in  this 
*^  frenzy,  and  after  lying  four  days  in 
**  continual  tranfportS  of  pailton,  on 
(<  the  feteftrh  I  was  (eiaed  with  a 
«  fever." 

«  Here  I  intemmted  Melitourt,  to  let 
'  him  know  how  ftnfible  I  vras  of  thefe 

*  pTov/h  of  hif  love.    He  was  fouc&ed 

*  with  the  marits  of  mr  tendemefs,  and 

*  thus  refumed  his  diftourfc,     * 

**  When  my  father  found  the  thine 
^  to  be  fertous  (for  he  always  imagined 
**  that  they  privately  brought  me  vie- 
**  tuals)  he  came  to  me,  the  better  to 
••  clear  up  his  doubts.  The  condition 
«*  in  which  he  found  me,  (brtled  him 
^  extremely:  nothing  his  than  my  Ufe 
*<  was  at  ftake ;  this  was  evident,  and 
♦<  he  was  very  fenfibly  affeaed.  Taking 
**  me  by  the  hand,  he  awakened  me 
•*  from  the  ddfmg  into  which  the  vio- 
•'  Icnte  of  my  illnefa  had  thrown  me  ; 
"  gave  me  bis  word  of  honour,  if  I 
**  would  admit  of  fome  aifillance  for 
<^  the  xt^etiMHhmtAt>ef  my  heath,  he 
<«  wottld 
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^'  woold  lemTc  me  qvite  at  liberty  to 
*'  go  where  I  pleaied.  I  could  depend 
I  *'  apoo  his  word  ^  his  favourable  pro- 
*'  ni&s  ifiduced  roe,  in  niy  turn,  to  be 
**  goToned,  and  become  all  obedience. 
"  la  order  to  give  him  the  firft  proofs 
"  of  it,  I  took  fome  broth  before  him. 
*'  The  bouie  rung  with  joy  at  this 
*'  change  in  me  j  my  mother  ceafed  to 
*'  cry,  whofe  continual  tears  could  ne- 
**  ver  induce  nay  father  to  what  I  de- 
*'  fired.  She  came  to  my  bed- fide, 
**  and  embraced  roe  with  the  moft  live- 
**  ly  tranlporCs,  confirming  to  me  what 
"  my  father  had  faid  $  and  added,  on 
'*  her  fide,  all  that  could  contribute  to 
"  ray  entire  iatisfa^ion.  But  all  her 
**  tiodemels  ha^  like  to  have  been  to  no 
"  paipofe :  the  many  days  I  had  been 
**  without  taking  any  thing,  had  fo  in- 
**  flamed  my  habit  of  body,  and  ruined 
**  myftomach,  it  would  retain  nothing, 
'*  anid  1  lay  two  days  at  death*s  door. 

**  The  eztreaiity  to  which  I  was  re- 

*'  dnced,  ipon  put  an  end  to  the  joy  they 

*«  had  conceived  of  my  recovery.  Tears 

I       "  and  appiehenfions  fucceeded  in  it*s 

"  place.    My  mother  never  went  from 

*■  my  bed -fide;  however,  through  their 

f       **  care   and  aifiduity  I   recovered  by 

i       *'  degrees,  and  a  fortnight  after  they 

**  judged  ine  out  of  dan^. 
I  "  Wben  I  found  myfelf  in  a  condi- 

I  *<  tioo  to  talk,  my  mother  behaved  her- 
^  fidf  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  gain  my 
'*  coafidence,  by  tenderly  complying 
■<  with  me  on  all  occafions.  I  made 
**  her  sKquainted  with  the  fituation  my 
■<  heart  was  in ;  and  you  are  fenfible, 
*'  dear  Minette,  that  could  not  be  with- 
*'  oat  betraying  your  fecret,  for  which 
**  I  aik  you  a  million  of  pardons  j  but 
*'  1  thou^t  it  a  lawful  indifcretiun,  in 
**  order  to  forward  the  point  I  had  pro- 
"  pofcd  to  myfelf.  My  mother  heard 
*'  your  hiftory  with  aflonifhment;  (he 
**  went  direftly  and  told  it  to  my  fa- 
**  thcr,  whofe  furprizc  was  ftill  greater. 
"  He  would  be  fatisfied  of  all  thefe  par- 
**  ticulars  from  my  own  mouth  $  I  made 
"  him  mafter  of  the  whole  affair  you 
**  had  imparted  to  me,  as  well  as  I 
**  could.  He  promifed  to  take  it  into 
**  his  lerious  confideration  j  he  faid  you 
"  had  equity  on  your  fide,  and  if  there 
*•  couU  be  the  Icaft  proof  of  your  birth, 
I  '*  he  gave  his  confent  to  our  union,  and 
I  **  that  he  would  afford  me  his  afild- 
I       "  aace  for  the  accomplilhing  all  my  de- 
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**  Imagine  my  joy,  adonible>Minette» 
*'  upon  Uiii  promife  coming  from  fuch 
**  a  worthy  father,  whofe  weight  and 
"  authority  were  Aire  warrants  of  it't 
"  fuccefs.    I  would  have  thrown  my- 
*<  felf   at   his  feet;   he  witheld    me, 
**  and  pi  even  ted  it.     The  ardent  defire 
"  I  had  of  ieeing  you  again,  and  bring* 
**  ing  you  thefe  good  tidings,  foon  re- 
<*  ftored  roe  to  a  perfe£l  ftate  of  health: 
''In  the  mean  time,  my  father,  who 
'*  had  not  forgot  hit  promife,  did  not 
'<  permit  me  to  languifti.     He  told  roo 
*•  the  law  was  on  our  fide,  O  charming 
•*   Minette  I   and  that  the  proofs  which 
'*  1  alledeed  were  fufHcient  for  you  to 
"  be  loudly  proclaimed  the  daughter  of 
*«  Monficur  De  — j  that  ail  we  had 
"  to  fear  was,  that  being  in  the  power 
**  of  your  parents,  nobody  would  care  to 
•*  efpoufe  your  intercfl.  I  afked  him  his 
«•  advice  thereon,  and  his  anfwer  was, 
"  that  it  was  not  proper  for  him  to  ad* 
"  vife  on  the  like  occafion,  but  were  he 
"  in  my  place,  he  would  purfue  it  with 
*''  the  utmoft   vigour   and   refolution* 
"  Thefe  words  were  as  fo  many  oracles 
**  to  me,  and  I  knew  how  to  expound 
'<  them.     I  sained  a  chaplain  to  my 
'•'  intereif,  who  had  been  formerly  my 
"  tutor.    I  communicated  to  him  my 
"  defigns,  hinting  at  the  fame  time  to. 
**  him  the  tacit  confent  my  father  had 
**  expreffedtomej  acquainting  him  like- 
*<  wife  of  how  much  confequence  it  was 
«  to  expedite  this  affair.    This  man» 
"  who  had  the  care  of  my  education^' 
"  and  who  knows,  perhaps,  better  'than 
"  I,  the  views  of  him  who  gave  me  life,. 
**  has  promifed  me  his  afuflancc,  and 
'<  has  all  t\x  kind  difpofitions  in  my 
**  regard  I  can  define.     Having  takea 
'<  thefe  meafures,  I  came  away  irame- 
**  diately.     Judge  of  my  del'pair,- upoi\ 
«*  mifUng  you  ^t  the  place  where  I  had 
"  left  you.  I  fpent  three  days  in  pmfuit 
««  of  you,  till  I  found  you  here. 

"  At  prcfent  it  is  youi'  turn,  my, 
*'  dear  Minette,  to  give  me  a  proof  df 
"  the  aifc^lion  with  which  you  have  fo' 
<*  often  flattered  me.-  If  you  love  me 
"  fincereiy,  you  will  not  hefitate  one 
^\  moment  to  make  your  efcape,  and  go 
*'  along  with  mej  you  fhall  plight  your 
**  faith  to  me,  and  I  will  do  the  fame 
**  to  you  on  my  fide  j  from  thence  I  will 
«*  condu6l  you  to  my  father's,  who 
*'  will  inftro6l  us  in  taking  the  proper 
**  meafures  our  prefent  circumlhnces 
'<  requixe;  you  will  find  a  fecond  mo- 
JC  ••  tbar 
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*<  tker,  more  aflTeCUonate  aAd  more  in- 
'<  dalgent  than  her  who  has  abandoned 
**  you  to  your  ill  ftars ;  in  a  word,  O 
^  Minette,  you  will  compleat  my  hap- 
«  pinefs!*' 

.  ^  <  At  this  place  Melicourt  ftopped,  and 
^  fixed  his  eyes  tenderly  upon  me,  ex- 
'  peAing    my    anfwer.      I    remained 

<  thoughtful  for  a  long  whiles  an  ex- 
/  treme  perplexity  agitated  my  mind. 
■*  What  torments  one  fufFers  on  fuch 
'  occaltpns !  I  was  doubtful,  and  could 

*  not  determine  with  myfelf  i  my  lover 

<  eafily  perceived  my  mcertitiide;   he 

*  continued  to  lay  before  me  the  moft 

*  moving  and  moft  piywerful  reafons. 

*  The  better  to  perfuade  me,  he  recall- 

*  ed  to  my  remembrance  the  fituation  in 

<  which  I  was  placed,  by  my  parents 
'  flendcr  regard,  fo  different  from  what 

*  my  birth  and  the  tics  of  blood  re- 
'  quired:  he  did  not  forget  to  make 
'  me  Icnfible  that  I  was  a  vi£lim  they 
'  were  facrificing  to  a  fordid  intereft 

*  they  had  then  in  view.  In  one  word, 
'  that  I  was  loft  if  I  did  not  take  a  vi- 
'  gorous  refolution}  that  I  (hould  be 

<  obliged  very  (hortly  to  take  the  veil ) 
'  that  my  profcflion  would  enfue,  and 

*  that  once  done  there  was  no  longer 

*  any  hopes.  He  faid  a  great  ctead 
^  more  equally  convincing,  making  me 
'  clearly  fee  the  barbarity  there  was  in 

*  rendering  me  unhappy  for  the  fake 
'  of  a  fifter,  who  ought  to  be  iio  dearer 

*  than  myfclf.  This  determined  me. 
*•  Retire,  my  (hephcrd,"  faid  I  to  him, 
**  I  fear  they  will  miftruft  fo  long  a 
**  convevfation :  be  here  again  to-mor« 
'  row  at  this  time)  I  promife  you  an 

*  anfwer,  and  I  fancy  you  will  not  be 
«  diflktisfied  with  it. 

^  I  returned  to  the  hou(e  in  an  agita- 

*  tion  eafily  to  be  conceived.  The  avcr- 

*  fion  I  had  to  the  cloifter  inclined  me 

*  joyfully  to  embrace  the  honourable 
,  *  means  propoied  to  me  for  quitting  it; 

'  but,  on  the  other  fide,  I  judged  the 

*  ftiep  fo  dangerous,  I  coula  not  come 

*  to  a  refolution.    Notwithftanding  my 

*  low  education,  blood  fupplied  it*s  de« 
'  ficiency,  and  mv  birth  aflerted  it*8 

*  rights.  I  thougnt  it  was  offending  in 
'  point  of  honour  and  decency  to  quit 
'  a  convent,  where  I  was   placed,  to 

*  follow  a  young  man,  blinded*  perhaps 

*  by  his  pailion.  The  remainder  of 
'  that  day,  and  the  ni^  following,  I 

*  paded  in  cruel  incertitude.  At  laft, 
'  fove.aod  the  hatred  of  a  convent  car- 


«  ried  the  day.    I  believed  myfelf  eir- 
'  cufable  as  to  thole  who  had  given  mm 


*  life,  fmce  they  not  only  difclatmed 
'  me  as  their  daughter,  but  treated  me 

*  with    unparalleled    feverity.     After 

*  weighing  thefe  confiderations,  I  in* 

*  dined  to  the  fide  that  called  me  to 
«  happinefsj  the  advantages  that  were 
'  propofed  appeared  to  me  to  be  fblid.   X 

*  nad  a  father  and  mother,  who  reftifej 

<  to  let  me  call  them  by  that  name  ^ 

*  I  found  others  who  embraced  that 

*  title,  without  aay  merits  on  m^  (Ide* 

*  1  took  no  notice  to  myfelf  that  it  was 

*  the  hulband  alone  prevailed.  Be  it 
«  as  it  vrill,  I  entirely  delivered  myfelf 

<  up  to  thefe  pleafing  ideas,  and  thought 

*  of  nothing  but  by  what  means  I  coald 
'  get  out  of  the  fatal  convent  with  the 
'  greatcft  privacy. 

*  What  cannot  love  effeft!  Difficult 

*  as  It  vsras  to  make  my  efcape  without 

<  being  difcovered,  this  did  not  perplex 

*  me.     An  expedient  occurred  prelent- 

*  ly,  and  feemed  to  promife  fucccfs.  t 
'had  taken  a  fancy  to  theportrefs.  She 
'  was  merry  and  good-natured,  and  her 

*  employment  engaged  her  in  various 

*  affairs.     I  feldom  quitted  her,  and 

*  enjoyed  the  company  of  all  thofb  who 

*  went  backwards  and  forwards  to  the 

*  turn,  as  well  as  the  news  that  was  ftir- 

*  rinj;.  I  often  took  an  ooportunity  of 
'  aniwering  for  the  portreis,  and  to  be 
'  with  her  when  ftie  opened  the  g^ates^ 

<  as  often  as  the  affairs  of  the  home  re* 

*  quired  it. 

*  •  The  keyi  of  the  inclofiire  vifen 
'  hung  up  in  the  parlour)  the  grate 
'  opened  upon  the  outward  portrefa*g 

<  room.    It  often  happened  that  I  Was 

<  alone  at  the  door.  I  was  uerfeCily 
'  well  acquainted  with  all  the  w^jrt 

*  about  the  houfe,  and  it  was  upon  this 

*  idea  t  formed  mymeafures. 
*  Melicourt  was  pun6lual  to  hje 

<  appointment  i  I  comihunicated    my 

<  thoughts  to  him ;  he  hefitated  u^m 

*  the  apprehenfion  he  had  of  my  being 
'  furprixed  in  the  execution  of  my  de* 

*  fign,  in  which  cafe  we  fhould  never 

*  have  had  the  tike  opportunity  again, 
'  or.  elfe  I  fhould  fun  a  rifk  of  being 

*  once  more  removed  by  my  parenta. 

*  In  his  opinion,  it  was  better  to  wait 

*  till  night-time.    I  convinced  him  how 

*  didtcult  that  would  be}  for  as  loon  as 

*  night  came,  according  to  the  rule  of 

*  the  houfe,  the  potlrefs  brought  the  keys 

*  of  the  inclolure  into  the  fuperior*s 
*  chamber. 
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<  was  wta  ftred  me,  otherwife  I  (hould 

*  infallibly  have  bm    brought  back 

*  agaiiiyCMiaccoujitof  my  being  fo  long 

*  before  I  could  get  open  the  ftre(t« 
'  door,  which  had  a  very  difficult  lock. 

*  The  mwft  were  mn  up  to  a  window, 

*  (aw  my  dcfign^  and  cried  out  for 

*  ailtftance.     Happily  for  me  it  waa 

*  earW  in  the  momia^,  and   nobody 

*  paffing  by  at  that  time.    Meliconrt 

*  upon  the  watch,  at  you  may  imagine^ 
'  ran  up  with  a  footman  to  the  door» 

*  and  ufed  all  hta  efforts  to  force  k 

*  open.    Seeing  him  fo  near,  I  recover* 

<  cd  mv  fpiritt,  and  having  bcthoaght 

*  myicif  of  making  uie  of  another  key» 

*  in  order  to  have  the  grmter  force  m 

<  turning  that  which  was  in  the  loclg 

*  it  opened  all  at  once.    licreamtdfor 

*  joy,  and  threw  myfelf  into  Meli* 

*  court's  arms,  not  without  tremblings 

*  homtftr,  from  head  to  foot.    tE» 

*  nuns,  defperatdy  enraged  at  my  flighty 

*  continued  their  cries,  and  we  could 

<  hear  them  at  a  diftancfe  from  the  riU 

<  lage.    We  went  poft  that  whole  day» 

<  without  topping,  and  lay  in  a  Fmch 

*  vills^,  where  we  were  out  of  daoger 
^  of  being  taken.   The  chaplain  whoa 

*  Melicourt  mentioned  to  mr,  waited 
'  for  us  in  this  place )  and  fuitable  ta 

*  the  defign,  he  had  given  notice  to  th» 

<  curate,  that  he  intended  to  fiiy  mafa 

*  the  next  rooming  at  break  of  dajr. 
'  Under  this  pretext  he  married  us,  m 

*  prefence  of  four  peaCmts  who  were 

<  witnefies,  and  iiened  a  marriage  cer- 
^  tificate,  (ready  u>t  that  purpoie)  not 

*  fuipcAin^  the  leaft  contrivance.  After 

*  this,  we  let  out  with  mutual  fttisfa^ 

*  tion  i  for  my  part,  I  was  extremely 

<  pleaied  to  follow  a  huiband  I  loved» 

*  and  glad  to  reconcile  my  inclination 

*  with  my  duty. 
*  The  valet  de  chambre,  who  was  on 

*  horie-back,  west  before  to  M— --^y 

*  where  he  apprized  Monfteur  and  Ma- 

*  dame  De  Melicourt  with  what  had 

*  happened.  The  kind  reception  I  found, 

*  made  me  eafily  forget  the  fmall  regaid 

<  my  real  pareott  £ewed  me.    It  was 

*  nothing  but  Mmghter  and  dear  damgh- 

*  Ur  at  every  word  ;  the  whole  houfe 

*  adored  me;  and  I  had  all  the  reafon 

*  imaginable   to   blefs  my  lott.  but,, 

*  alas  I  how  cruel  are  the  turns  of  for- 

<  tunel   This  proved  but  a  ihort  calm» 

*  that  was  foon  to  be  followed  by  a^ 

*  dreadful  ftorm.    Aht  I  cannot  re* 

*  deft  on  it  without  being  feizcd  with 
a  %  ^  horror. 


I  bid  him  be  to  of  good 
and  fliewed  him,  that  pro- 
videdlie  had  bis  chaile  in  readinc&  at 
^ime  diftance  from  the  couvent-gate^ 
and  he  could  dmnd  upon  his  hories, 
it^wonld  be  ealy  for  me  to  jump  into 
the  vducle  s  and  being  once  got  into 
a  viUa^  then  would  be  no  danger  of 
oar  being  flopped,  although  they  were 
to  fe  sue  10  the  very  inftant  of  my 
i^gkt :  that  the  only  critical  moment 
was  tbe  4»penuig  the  gate  9  but  fince 
I  was  oaoe  determined,  I  diould  take 
aay  maafafes  fo  jullly,  and  in  fo  fa- 
v«urabie  a  time,  a«  fftt  to  be  fiirnrised 
in  tlie  fad.    Melicourt  agreed  with 
ne  OB  tlie  ftafibkncTs  of  this  enter- 
pfixe.      He  was  charmed  with    it, 
fiaviflg  fettled  what  was  to  be  done, 
we  parted  ;  and  from  that  intant  he 
held  him&lf  in  readinefs.    I  never 
could  gpt  a  £svoiirable  minute  j  and 
acoordiiig  to  oar  ^^reement,  the  affair 
was  pot  off  till  the  next  day. 
*  I  pafled  that  night  in  the  moft  lack- 
ing aaxieST  of  aiind,  nor  ever  went  to 
b^    What  leemed  to  me  fo  eafy  in 
fitecalatiotay  appeared  much  mme  oif- 
Mk  ia  prafiice.    What  comforted 
nK  w«s»  that  I  was  pot  in  the  leaft 
falpcfteds   *>*d  a<  I  generally  roie 
late,  I  was  reiblved  to  execute  my  da- 
%^  whiUI   they  weie  at  matlins. 
Mother  Poitrcfl  was  accnftomed  never 
la  anff  tieiiM;  prelent,  and  it  was  her 
mfiice»  beloie  we  went,  to  put  the 
Lev  of  ^  fii#  ^mr  into  the  turn  that 
bckmged  to  the  outward  portreTs,  that 
they  midbt  he  able  to  do  the  bufinefs 
of  the  hoale.    I  left  die  door  of  mjr 
cell  on  )arr»  by  which  Mother  Portren 
was  oUi^  to  pais.    I  heard  her  by 
te  jiagUae  of  her  keya,  and  knew 
hcrftep*    I  fbid  till  (he  had  done  her 
boiiaels,  and  was  goae  to  choir.    As 
fiMm  as  I  thought  flie  was  there,  I  ran 
to  the  parlour.    You  asay  judge  of 
ny  )oy  when  I  fpied  the  keys.    I 
fiaaed  &em,  and  opened  the  door  of  the 
iacloTare.  I  had  the  prefence  of  mind 
to  (hot  it  after  me,  and  carry  away 
the  keys,  that  I  might  have  time  to 
fosn  my  lover,  having  all  the  reafon  in 
the  world  to  appraaend  being  dif- 
ooveted  by  an  oid  portrefs,  who  hap- 
pened to  be  up,  and  who  had  afleed 
twice,  **  Who's  dicreT*  and  rang  the 
heUi  nneafy,  without  doabt^  uot  to 
hear  any  body  aafwcr. 
f  j(dy  pradov^  in  Ipcking  the  dear 
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•  horror.  Monficur  De  Melicourt,  who 
<  wifhed  nevcrthelefg  it  might  be  made 

appear  who  I  was,  finding  confiderable 
advantages  in  my  alliance,  by  reafon 
of  the  large  cftate  that  devolved  to 
me,  in  -caii^  it  came  to  be  confirmed, 
he  having  but  a  fmall  one,  regulated 
my  afFdirs,  and  from  the  inftru6lions 
I  had  given  him,  drew  up  his  remon- 
ilrance,  corroborated  with  undeniable 
tefti monies.  He  had  been  with  the 
gardener  and  his  wife,  at  whofe  houfe 
I  had  been  brought  up  as  their  daugh- 
ter. In  order  not  to  alarm  theie  poor 
people,  he  pretended  he  came  from 
Madame  De  — —  $  and  the  more  eafl- 
ly  to  impofe  upon  them,  gave  them 
fome  money,  as  an  extraordinary  re- 
ward for  the  care  they  had  taken  of 
me.  During  the  convcrfation  he  had 
with  them  on  this  fubje^,  two  indif- 
ferent witneflc«,veiy  creditable  perfons, 
were  prepared  and  placed  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  My  pnftended  parents,  who 
mi/^mfted  nothing,  and  looked  on 
Monfitur  De  Melicouit  as  a  fteward 
to  Monficur  and  Madame  De  — 
made  no  myftery  of  an  affair,  with 
whi(fh  he  feemed  fo  well  acquainted  j 
in  fine,  he  was  perfeftly  fatisfied  with 
his  journey:  his  nicety  in  doing  every 
thing  according  to  form  ruined  us ; 
ht  thiew  off  the  mafk  as  foon  as  he 
had  got  what  he  dcfirjfd  out  of  thefe 
people;  he  forgot  his  chara^er  of 
Iteward,  and  afTumed  thecommiflion- 
er,  obliged  them  to  fign  an  acknow- 
ledgment, purporting  that  I  was  none 
of  their  daughter,  but  the  daughter  of 
Madame  De  ~.  The  gardener, 
upon  this,  as  well  as  his  wife,  gvelTed 
they  had  been  pumping  the  fecret  out 
of  them  ;  and  fearing  left  my  mother 
fh<mld  exprefs  her  reientment  againft 
them  for  it,  they  were  no  fooner  at  li- 
berty, but  they  ran  to  acquaint  her: 
the  uncertainty  my  father  Was  in  on 
account  of  my  flight,  and  who  was 
underhand  making  ikr'iSi  enquiry  after 
me,  cleared  upon  the  gardener's  rela- 
tion ;  he  ftaon  learned  thefeauel  of  the 
adventure,  and  tl>e  name  of  niy  pro- 
f colors.  The  bufmefs  appeared  to 
him  of  too  much  moment  to  admit  of 
any  delay  9  he  immediately  took  poft 
and  went  to  cuarf,  to  prevent  any  i\[ 
confequences  that  might  arife  from 
it.  * 

<  In  the  mean  time  my  huiband's  fa- 

*  thcr,  having'  fettled  my  aiairsy  .knt 
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*  me  with  his  Ton  to  an  eftate  at 

*  leagues  difbince  from   him ;  as  he 

*  thought  proper  to  conceal  our  mai'* 

<  riage,  and  not  declare  it  till  he  w«» 

*  obliged,  he  apprehended  the  town  waa 

*  too  publick.     Since  he  efpoufed  mj 

*  interef)^,  it  is  not  for  me  to  determine, 

*  whether  he  pitched  upon  wrong  me- 

*  thods;  but  if  I  may  judge  of  it  from 

*  the  confequences,  he  could  not  have 
«  a^^ed  more  cruelly  5  perhaps  a  different 

*  conduct  in  him  might  have  refcued 
'  both  Melicourt  and  myfelf  from  (b 
^  hard  a  fate  I    But  what  do  I  fay? 

*  where  is  the  place  that  is  out  of  reach 

*  of  fovereign  power  ? 

<  One  night,  as  we  lay  quietly  afleep^ 

*  we  were  awakened  by  our  fervante« 

*  who  came  rufhing  into  our  chamber 

<  all  in  tears.  «<  Ah'*'  faid  they, 
^*  with  what  misfortunes  are  we  all 
"  threatened  I  the  caftle  is  filled  with 
*<  martial  men,  and  he  that  heads  them 
"  fays  he  is  come  in- the  king's  name.*' 
«  Whilil  they  were  faying  this,  in  came 
'  two  exempts  \  both  of  them  fignified 

*  their  orders  to  us  s   my  dear  huiband 

*  would  have  defended  himfelf;   buf, 

*  alas !  what  could  he  do  againft  twen« 

*  ty  men  I  For  my  part,  I  did  nothing 

*  but  fcream  moft  dreadfully,  bemoan 

*  myfelf,  and  cry;  but  nothing  couM 

*  mollify  thefe  barbarians ;  they  forced 

*  us  afunder.     I  dorTt  know  what  they 

*  did  with  my  hufband :  they  brought 

*  me  hither,  whei%  the  firft  thing  I  law 

*  was  my  father  and  mother  j   rage  in 

*  his  countenance,  and  her  eyes  drown- 
«  ed  in  tears.  "  Well,  huiTeyJ"  fays 
«  my  father  ftemly  to  roe,  "  does  it  be- 
**  come  you  to  confpire  againft  thofe 
"  who  have  raifed  you  from  nothing  5 
**  to  have  recourfe  to  calumny  for  fet- 
•**  ting  yourfclf  at  liberty,  and  getting 
*'  a  hufband  ?  you  have  but  two  things 
*•  to  refolve  on,  forry  wretch t  either  to 
"  take  the  habit  to-morrow,  or  pcriih." 
'  Saying  thfs,  he  held  up  his  hand  at 
'  me.  «  Mind  what  I  lay  to  you :  if 
"in  two  days  you  do  not  aik  to  be  re- 
*<  ceived  a  nun j  or  if,  as  you  have  al- 
•*  ready  done,  you  pretend  to  prate;  ex- 

-**  pe^  no  longer  to  find  in  me  a  pro- 
"  tefior,  but  an  executioner.**    With 

*  thefe  words,  he  led  me  to  the  door  of 

*  the  iDclofure,   whifpered  the  abbel^, 

*  and  retired. 

'  I  won't  repeat  to  ypa  all  the  vexa- 

*  tions  and  reproaches  I  had  to.  fuff^r 
4  from  (he  fupeifioii  ettFagcil  ^i  me  for 

•■  tiie 
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\  tbe  trick  I  had  played  her,  in  runDinr 

*  away  from  her  boufe,  flie  was  inccN 
'  fantly  tormenting  me,  and  for  ever 

*  ieUitig  me,  the  beft  thing  for  me  wae 
'  blind  obedience;  that  Monfieur  De 

*  »—  had  no  mercy,  and  that  as  foon 

*  at  1  bad  taken  the  veil,  it  behoved  me 

<  to  behave  in  Ibch  a  manner  as  to  for- 
^  get  my  farmer  life.  I  pafled  that 
'  night  and  the  day  following  in  alftic- 
^'tioD,  and  on  the  third  I  entered  into 
'  my  novicefliip. 

'  I  cannot  tell,  my  dear  Mifs,*  con- 
tinntd  Saint  Agnes,  (for  that  was  the 
name  of  this  amiable  perfbn)  <  what  hat 
'  happened  fince  that  time,  nor  wh^t  it 

*  become  of  Meliconrt ;  all  I  know  for 
'  certain,  to  my  fbrrow,  it,  that  at  tbe 

<  expiratioii  of  the  year,   mv  father, 

*  (whom  I  ought  not  to  call  by  that 

*  name,  on  account  of  hit  barbarity) 

*  came  here  that  very  day,  and  fending 

*  forme,  (htit  himfelf  up  with  me  alone, 
'  and  told  me  in  fuch  a  tone,  that  I  ftill 
'  fliudder  at  the  remembrance  of  it,  if  I 
'  did  not  make  my  profefiion  the  next 

<  day  or  the  day  after,  he  would  come 

*  and  fetch  me  away,  having  taken  moft 

*  afiured  meant  of  feverely  revenging 

*  himielf  for  my  difobedience. 

*  In  fine,  what  (hall  I  fay  to  you 
'  more  ?  Thi«  cmel  (acrifice  has  bound 

*  me  for  ever;  I  languifh  and  I  figh: 
'  they  ufe  me  with  more  kindnefs,  it  it 
'  true,  bccaufe  they  think  all  is  over; 
'  but  what  iarisfaC^ion  can  be  made 
^  me  ?  who  can  give  me  an  equivalent 
'  for  the  torments  I  endure?  'i'hough  I 

'  hide  it   from  them,  I   bear  in  my  . 

*  heart  my  firft  engagement.    Shocking 

*  ftate  I  My  profeillun  condemns  thefe 
'  regrets  ^  I  am  miierable  for  the  reft  of 

*  my  dayt,   and  live  in  the  horrible 

*  doubt  of  my  eternal  falvation.*  On 
uttering  tbeie  words,  the  forrowful 
Saint  Agnet  wept  moft  bitterly.  <  Spoufe 
'  of  my  heart,*  flie  cried,  <  ttill  let  me 
'  pronounce  that  name  ^o  fblemnly  ac- 

*  <tnired  at  tbe  foot  of  the  altar :  ah  I 
'  nothing  (hall  ever  efface  thy  dear 
<  image  from  my  foul/  Sighs  inter- 
cepted her  fpeech.  I  wat  moft  fenfibly 
ftrucfc  with  this  fight;  the  circumftances 
I  was  then  in,  made  it  aiFe£l  me  the 
note,  and  partake  of  her  trouble  \  1  did 
my  utmoft-to  comfort  her,  and  gave  her 
fuch  marks  of  my  friendlbip,  as  to  pre- 
vail with  her  fb  far  at  to  mitigate  her 
6fn>w. 

1  wat  too  much  conviaced  of  the  fm- 


cerity  of  the  tender  confidence  Saint  Ag- 
net  placed  in  me,  not  to  manifeft  it  to 
her,  which  I  did  by  difclofmg  mv  heart, 
hiding  from  her  no  part  of  my  niftory. 
She  wat  plea  fed  with  thefe  marks  of  my 
fincere  attachment,  and  pitted  my  fuf- 
ferings.    *  But  thefe  may  change,  love« 

*  ly  Jenny,'  contmocd  fiie;  <  you  have 

*  the  pleafure  of  hopes  left  you  ftill  | 

*  that  it  not  my  cafe ;  in  my  prelent  fi* 
'  tuation,  all  is  loft  in  this  world  for 

<  me ;  death,  that  putt  an  end  to  other 

*  people's  trouble?*,  opens  to  me  the 

*  doop    to    everlafting    punifliments. 

*  Which  duty  muft  I  comply  with  >  Am 

<  I  a  wife,  or  a  religious  woman  ?  What 

*  do  I  fay  !  I  am  both  at  the  lame  time/ 
— «  Why  did  not  you/  fays  I,  •  plead 

*  your  marriage  to  Moniieur  De  -— . 
«  when  he  would  oblige  you  to  become 
«  a  nun  ?'— •  Did  I  not,'  replied  Saint 
Agnes ;  *  he  knew  it  very  well.    What 

*  name  do  you  think  he  gave  our  mar* 

*  riagc  ?  No  better  than  folly  and  mad. 

*  nels/..<  But  you  ou^^ht  at  leaft,-'  re- 
plied I,  '  to  have  protdted  againft  your 

*  profeflton  at  invalid,  by  reafon  of  the 

*  conftraint  you  were  under/-—*  Ah  ! 

*  how  could  \Y  anfwered  thit  poor 
girl;  «  all  tbe  time  of  my  noviceftiip  I 

*  never  wat  trufted  out  of  fight:  of 
'  what  ufe  would  it  have  proved  to  me,^ 

*  after  my  profefiion  to  rebel,  but  to 

*  have  excited  their  greater  leverity  a* 
f  gain  ft  me  Y 

The  feverity  of  St.  Agnes*s  lot  ap. 
pearcd  very  plain  to  me;  her  misfortunes 
ib  united  me  to  her,  and  we  became  lb 
intimate,  as  fcarce  ever  to  leave  each 
other :  our  mutual  confidence  proved  of 
great  confolation  to  me ;  but  I  wat  foon 
deprived  of  this  relief,  and  I  ftiortiy  ex- 
perienced that  Fortune  was  not  weary  of 
prrfecuting  me. 

Notwithftanding  one  ought  not  to 
have  any  faith  in  a  thoufand  little  fupcr- 
ftitions  thnt  are  apt  to  creep  into  young 
people's  minds}  yet  I  could  not  help  be- 
ing ftnick  with  a  dream  I  had  at  that 
time,  and  which  has  proved  the  prefagt 
of  what  fince  befel  me. 

One  of  the  boarders,  called  Renne« 
vilie,  the  youngeft  of  feven  fiftert,  whofe 
mother  had  married  a  young  man  of  no 
fortune  in  fecond  marriage,  could  not 
bring  herfelf  to  the  way  of  living  in  thofe 
religious  houfes  :  on  this  conlideration, 
from  her  mortal  aveiTion  to  the  mona- 
(leiy,  Hie  had  taken  it  into  her  head  that 
like  was  not  to  ftay  dicrc.    Her  incline. 

tioo 
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tioi)  for  marriage  carried  her  imagiaa- 
tion  into  the  wide  world,  and  beifig  of  a 
very  lively  temper,  (be  had  recourfe  to 
pradices,  which  an  ignorant  pride  has 
dcvifed  for  prying  into  futurity. 

Saint  Agnes  and  I  were  mightily  dl* 
verted  with  thegirra  company;  fhe  gene« 
rally  making  one  in  our  little  panics  of 
plesdure :  withoutrepofing  an  entire  con* 
fidence  in  her,  v/e  were  very  intimate; 
particularly  as  to  our  aveHion  to  the 
cloifter.  Our  difcourfe  frequently  ran 
upon  the  mean«,  though  very  chimerical 
enes,  of  obtaining  our  liberty,  and  fcarce 
a  day  pAfled  bnt  Renneville  amuled  us 
withfome  new  difcovery  relating  to  it. 
Though  cards  were  exprefsly  forbid,  die 
was  miftrefs  of  a  pack,  which  die  con* 
fulted  daily,  and  would  fain  perfuade 
ut  informed  her  of  what  was  to  hap* 
pen.  Befides  diis,  fhe  im^^incd  herfelf 
miftrefs  of  fomo  fecrets  with  regard  to 
dreamt,bywhich  iliecouldxlrawrurecon- 
dufions  concerning  futurity.  Though 
Saint  Asnes  and  I  were  above  foch  non- 
fenficalfollies,  neverthclefs  we  often  a* 
snnfed  ourfelves  at  her  expence  $  drcry 
morniAg  (he  was  fare  to  tell  us  what 
dream  (he  had  the  preceding  night  3 
then  flie  obliged  us  to  tell  ours;  all 
which  (he  immediately  explained  ac- 
cording to  her  rules:  but  when  we  had 
a  mind  to  vex  hen  which  was  as  often  as 
we  were  tired  of  her  company,  it  was 
fufficient  to  declare,  we  did  not  believe  a 
word  (he  faid;  nothiag  to  her  could  be 
more  mortifying.  ' 

One  evening,  as  St.  Agnes  and  I 
were  mufing  by  my  (ire-(ide,  De  Ren- 
neville entered  the  room  with  an  air 
that  would  have  fuited  the  moft  }oyful 
tiding!.  *  Now,  at  lea(V,*  cried  (he, 
tmbnicing  us,  <  you  will  no  longer  fay 
'  I  am  mad ;  here  is  an  infallible  fecret, 

*  to    know   our   feveral    fortunes   by 

*  dreams  1  how  glad  am  1 1*  continued 
the,  clapping  her  hands  for  joy.  Her 
trimfpoKt  fet  us  a  laughing.     *  Nay,  it 

*  is    no  jeding    matter,*   added    die; 

*  when  you  know  the  method,    you 

*  will  be  overjoved,  I  will  lay  a  wa- 
«  ger.  Hen,"  (ays  (he,  pulling  a  book 
out  of  her  pocket,  ^«  here  it  is  j  aye,  and 

*  in  print  toot  I  will  leave  you  to  judge, 

*  now,  if  there  can  beany  doubt  of  it.' 
I  opened  the  book,  and  found  it  to  be 
A  Treatife  of  Dreams  and  their  Signifi- 
cations, with  the  Art  of  procuring 
them.   There  wcj|e  (everal  mt^hods  laid 


down;  I, (hall  relate  one,  wkicb,-t9 
oblige  her,  we  were  for«ed  to  employ* 

It  was  required  to  be  twice  twentv* 
four  hours  without  any  fvpper,  and  th* 
thirds  day  not  to  eat  any  dinner,  taking 
no  other  nonrifiiment  at  night  than  a 
cake  made*with  half  a  pound  of  Bour^ 
without  any  fait,  and  tnftetd  of  batter* 
worked  up  with  the  greafc  of  a  black 
hen  and  rain -water. 

The  black  hen  made  a  deep  impreifioit 
on  De  Renneville,  infomuch  that  fli« 
warranted  the  feeret  infallible «  a  trial 
we  were  to  make,  and  we  three*  on  dif- 
ferent days,  feigned  fome  indiijpoiitieit 
or  other,  to  be  ezcu(ed  from  appearing 
in  the  refeftory.  Saint  Agnes  was  (irft 
initiated  in  the  myftery^  and  had»  as 
ike  ztturtd  us  the  next  morning,  a  very 
extraordinary  dream.  *  There's  for 
'  you  r  <riad  De  Rfmiewlle»flddreffin2 
hcrklf  to  me.  '  Very  well,'  anfwere2 
I,  «  but  let's  hear  the  reft.*  De  Ren* 
neville  looked  verv  (imply »  when  MnC 
Agnes  added«  that  indeed  iie  hail 
dreamed  very  (hraneely  all  night  longf 
but  when  (he  waked,  (he  couM  not  re^ 
colled  a  fingle  cireumftance.  Thin 
would  have  cured  roe  of  any  curiofity^ 
I  .      '       - 


but  there  was  no  quiet  till  '. 
to  try  the  experiment.  Saint  Agnes  was 
blamed  for  having  drank  twice  after  the 
cake ;  whereaa^  according  to  what  was. 
exprefsly  fpecilied,  it  ought  to  have  beea 
but  once  1  care  was  taken  that  I  coow 
plied  to  a  tittle  with  the  diredions. 

i  did  not  ufually  dreamy  nevcrthew 
lefs,  whether  my  imagination  was  mont 
than  commonly  agitated,  as  I  am  apt  ta 
believe,  or  that  fht  (ecret  really  hail  it'c 
tSt^t  that  very  ni8;ht  I  had  a  dream» 
which  I  (hall  never  forget  as  lon^  as  I 
live.  It  was  fo  uoiforrai  and  io  very 
particular,  that  I  can't  forbear  relating 
itt  reafon  convinces  me,  that  it  was 
entirely  accidental ;  nevtrthelefs,  it  tal- 
lied very  exa^y  with  what  has  finoe 
happened. 

I  thought  I  had  left  the  monaftery^ 
and  was  got  into  a  troubleibme  road, 
full  of  thorns  and  briars  j  the  difficulty 
I  found  in  advancing,  made  me  look 
eagerly  about  for  s  better  way.  A 
path,  which  appeared  at  fomediftance 
through  the  opoiings  of  a  hedge,  made 
me  very  defiroos  to  reach  it,  though 
all  m  endeavours  were  in  vain,  &r 
the  farther  I  advanced,  the  more  I 
fonad  myielf entangled:  b)it  ftiU  I  wts 
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iot  difiwoiigjBd )  the.iiapetof  amTing 
attiR  psth,  making  one  flight  all  obfta- 
cks;  norerthdefty  I  coold  not  have 
fumoantetl  them,  had  not  a  ftranger 
pnaled  out  a  paflage  which  broagfat  me 
^fiitftiy  to  him.  1  bad  no  fooner  ar- 
rived,  but  he  began  to  lead  the  wajr, 
iocAuag  back  from  time  {to  thne,  and 
fiDJCag  upon  me.  He  wat  dntttd  in 
hhdc,  with  a  countenance  fo  pleafingy 
dnt  I  foiiowed  him  with  fireat  conn- 
deoce. 

We  had  walked  thus  about  a  mile, 
vbcn  we  came  to  a  large  ftream  divid* 
lag  die  path  ih  two.  There  wai  no 
CDisiog  to  tiie  other  lide«  without  paifing 
Ae  mter,  from  which  my  natural  ap- 
fnfaeafion  of  that  element  prevented 

But  this  was  no  hindrance  to  the 

ftuger,  who  Teemed  to  walk  on  the 

mer's  fiirface ;  and,  reaching  the  far* 

tter  fide,  invited  me  to  follow  hie  ex« 

ttipic :  but  the  fear  of  being  drowned 

nil  prevailed.  I  went  up  to  the  bank,  in 

Older  to  find  it  paflabie  above,  but  to 

■7  great  iurprize  found  it  wider  and 

^nder:  upon  this  I  returned,  and  be- 

psi  to  dtmk  of  Te&turing  over,  to  which 

die  ftranger  inirited  me  with  the  moft 

allmin^  geftunes  j  when  I  heard  a  voice 

b  the  air  crying  out,  *  Jane,  Jane,  take 

•  cate'5  if  you  pais  the  torrent,  you'll 

,       *  be  devoured  by  a  monfter.*    Looking 

r     «p,  1  law  in  a  cloud,  which  was  flying 

r      away,  a  woman  with  a  majeftick  conn- 

tenaace,  featcd,  as  it  were,  on  the  ftern 

I       ^  '.^1  adorned  with  ieveral  ftreamers 

«aviog  m  the  wind^  on  which  appeared 

die  foUowingr  words ;  '  Witbout  'virttu 

[•••necan  arrwe  at  tbeirfort,*  But 

I       ^  a  moment  the  whole  pageant  was-  loft 

;       iatheeloiKU. 

1  caft  a  mehmchoty  look  on  the 
tbtam;  the  ftranger  redoubled  his  im- 
IQRuoitieB  for  me  to  follow  him;  bo^ 
Rfleding  on  what  I  had  feen  and  heard, 
2  fttomed  vllgf  haftily  the  way  I  came. 
1  wai  cor]0a4  through  apprebeniion  of 
bdagpurfned,  to  look  b^md  me  $  but, 
^^  a  furprize !  what  a  change  1  the 
franger  was  become  a  hideous  monfter, 
a  fall  purfttit  to  devour  me !  Fear  gave 
ne  unufual  fpead. 

Being  now  at  a  confideiable  diftance, 
3ad  as  1  imagined  out  of  danger,  I  once 
>Mre  looked  back  towards  the  fatal 
place;  inftead  of  the  ftream,  there  ap- 
peared a  black  thick  mift,  fending  forth 
apefttfierow^povri  through  theclouds^ 
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every  moment,  darted  out  fudden  iafliea 
of  lightning,  followed  by  incefiant  burlb 
of  thunder,  tnibmuch  that  I  fted  with 
the  utmoft  precipitancy  from  ib  terrify - 
iag  a  fcene. 

Ai  I  advanced,  I  found  the  path  gra* 
dually  enlarged  itfelf  |  it  brought  me  to 
a  delightful  meadow,  enamell»l  with  a 
thoufand  beautiful  ftowersj  the  point  of 
view  terminated  in  a  magnificent  palace, 
whofe  ftru^re  appeared  to  be  in  the 

fand  talle.    *  Heaven  be  praifed  !*  fahA 
to  myfelf,  *  here,  at  kail,  my  trou- 

<  bles  will  end ;  this  palace  is  certain- 

*  ly  inhabited,  and  I  may  poffibly 
'  gain  admittance.*  With  this  hope  I 
advanced  towards  the  building,  but 
was.tn^nitely  furprized,  in  arriving  at 
it,  to  find  no  gate,  though  I  looked 
eameftl^  on  all  fides.  Night  came  on; 
the  furious  monfter  I  had  io  lately  feen 
alarmed  me  cruelly :  *  I  fhall  certainly 

*  be  devoored,*  faid  I  to  myfelf.  Upon 
this  refleflion  I  burft  into  tears. 

Whilft  I  was  finking  upder  this  per- 
plexity, there  came  and  fawned  upon 
me  a  lamb,  whofe  fteece  furpafTed  the 
new-fallen  fnow;  little  garlands  of 
flowers  were  tied  about  him  with  curious 
ribbands.  He  played  round  me  fo  pret<^ 
tily,  that  I  could  not  forbear  returning 
him  his  carefles,  which  feemcd  very 
pleafing  to  him  \  but  I  was  not  a  little 
furprized  to  hear  him  fpeak  to  me  in  the 
following  manner.  <  Follow  mr,  Jenny  \ 

*  I  will  condu£^  you  to  a  palace  wheie 

*  happineis  attends  you.*-—'  Alas  !*  an* 
fwered  I,  *  my  pretty  Jamb,  how  can 
'  that  be,*  (thinking  he  meant  that 
which  wasbciore  us.)  *  1  fought  a  long 

<  time  in  vain  to  find  the  door/—-'  Fol- 
'  low  me,*  continued  the  bmb{  *  V\l 

*  fhew  you  one  prefently.*  I  complied, 
but  was  uneafy  to  find  we  pafFed  by  the 
palace  I  had  admired  fo  much. 

A  pUe  of  building,  which  I  had  net 
obferved,  was  at  a  iVnall  difbuice,  but 
as  frightful  as  the  other  was  charm- 
ing I  it*s  wails  vrare'black  and  hideous } 
the  entrance  enormoufly  wide,  through 
which  crowds  of  people  were  continu* 
ally  hurrying  in,  but  few  or  none,  at 
leaft  that  I  could  difcem,  ever  returned. 
Struck  at  what  I  faw,  I  ftopped  (hort* 
The  lamb  renewed  his  careftes  to  en- 
gage me  to  advance ;  I  anfwered  to  what 
he  alledjBred  to  prevail  on  me,  that  wo 
had  pafted  by  the  palace  where  I  defired 
to  be  introduced. 

Finding  he  conid  not  (iicceed,  he  rofe 

up 
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up  an  end|  faying,  '  Since  fair  means 

*  will  not  prevail,  thou  ihalt  know  what 
'  1  ain/  In  an.  inibnt  his  fleece  was 
changed  into  a  rough  Tad- coloured  hair, 
his  eyes  rolling  with  fury.  Ltc  any  one 
imagine  the  terror  which  i'eized  me, 
whenl  beheld  the  fame  monitcr  which 
liad  purfued  me  before !  He  flew  at  me, 
and  my  outcries  echoed  on  all  fides. 

I  was  on  the  point  of  falling  a  prey 
to  him,  when  a  flirill  diilinfl  voice  put 
a  flop  to  his  fury.     <  Hold,  fatal  ene- 

*  my !'  it  faid ;  *  Jane  refuied  of  her 

*  own  accord  to  enter  thy  palace,  thou 

*  haft  no  farther  poiVer.  Be  gone,  O 
«  Vice !  this  trial  fufiices  ;  for  the  fu- 

*  turc  my  palace  fliall  be  her  refuge.' 
Thefe  words  pronounced,  the  fame  dei- 
ty I  had  feen  before  in  the  air  appeared 
again,  covering  her  face  that  flie  might 
ciot  behold  fo  horrid  a  monftei*.  Giv- 
ing me  hei'  hand,  flie  led  me  to  the  fo 
much  wiflied-for  palace.  We  entered 
by  a  ftecp  and  narrow  Hair- cafe,  which 
I  had  not  difcovered,  and  which  brought 
us  to  a  fpacious  temple,  infpiring  joy 
«od  content  in  all  that  entered.  In  it  was 
|)laced  the  throne  of  Virtue,  furround- 
cd  by  a  fmall,  though  feled  and  noble 
attendance.  Nutwithftanding  the  folid 
pleafures  whicli  reigned  in  this  happy 
abode,  fomething,  I  thought,  was  want- 
ing to  compleat  my  happinefs.  But, 
pleaflng  delufion  1  all  my  vows  were  fuop 
accompiiflied.  Wifdom,  who  it  feemed 
dire6led  the  ceremonies,  conducted  roe 
lo  the  altar :  Heavens  1  what  do  I  fee 
there?  the  marquis!  Our  hands  are 
imitcd.  My  foul,  unable  to  bear  fuch 
an  extafy,  dies  away— I  ftaried  out  of 
my  fleep. 

Tins  dreaxh  made  fuch  an  impreflion 
Qn  my  mind,  that  I  Ipent  two  huurs  in' 
refleding  on  it.  Saint  Agnes  and  De 
Rennevjile  furprized  me  in  my  medita- 
tion. *  I'll  lay  a  wager,'  cried  the 
latter,  *  you  have  dreamed  of  fomething, 

*  and  have  not  forgot  it.'  As  1  was 
unwilling  to  make  her  acquainted  with 
what  had  pnflTed,  I  pretended  the  fame 
excufe  which  Saint  Agnes  had  made, 
that  I  could  remember  nothing  of  it. 
«  You  are  a  couple  of  d  idem  biers,'  fays 
pc  Rcnneville,  *I  fee  plainly  j  the  ic- 
*•  cret   is  a  good   one,  and  you   have 

■*  found  the  beneflt  of  it;  but  you  are 

<  for  keeping  it  to  youifelvts.  Well,' 
lays  flic  with  an  air  of  fcorn,  *  I'll  try 

<  It  myfelf,  and  to  be  even  with  you, 
«  will  bv'  as  refciv^d  as    }:curfelKS.' 


Saying  this, ,  flie  left  us }  and,  at  fbm 
was  oftentimes  infupportable,  her  con* 
pany  was  not  at  all  defired. 

As  foon  as  we  were  alone,  I  acquaint* 
ed  Saint  Agnes  with  my^  dream :  ilie 
was  fuiprized,  and  told  me  it  portend- 
ed fomething.     <  You  will  be  involved 

*  in  diiHculties,^  continued  (hej  *  but 

*  happinefs  attends  you  at  laft.     Alas  I 

*  how  far  different  is  my  unhappy  fate! 
<  no  hope  left,  nothing  but  continval 

*  aflli£lions  to  be  expelled  1'  I  endea* 
voured  to  divert  the  dear  creature,  feeing 
her  eyes  full  of  tears ;  and  in  order  tQ 
it  made  her  write  dowii  my  dream.  We 
both  of  us  frequently  employed  ourfelves 
in  writing  our  adventures,  which  ferved 
at  leafl:toamufeus. 

One  morning, whilft  Saint  Agnes  and 
I  were  reafoning  on  the  unhappy  con* 
dition  of  a  young  woman  who  falls  %. 
facrifice  to  the  intereft  or  caprice  of  her 
parents,  De  Renncville  put  a  flop  to 
our  reile6Uons,  by  coming  to  tell  ua 
that  a  young  lady,  who  feemed  to  be 
-overwhelmed  with  forrow,  was  ^uft  ar« 
rived.     *  You'll  find  (he  is  fome  un* 

*  fortunate  viftira,'  continued  De  Ren* 
neville;  <  one  may  read  as  much  in  her 
«  very  countenance.'  Saint  Agnes,  as 
well  as  I,  was  too  much  af!e£ted  with 
what  we  bad  been  talking  of,  to  mind 
the  news  De  Rcnnivelle  brought  us  :  for 
my  part,  I  little  imagined  how  deeply 
I  was  like  to  beconcemed. 

De  Renneville,  who  never  fl^d  Ions 
in  a  place,  finding  wewerenotdifpofeu 
to  chat  with  her,  prefently  left  us.  We 
refumed  our  fubje6l,  and  Saint  Agnes> 
more  difpirited  than  tifual,  owned  very 
frankly  flie  ^  could  bear  up  no  longer 
againft  her  misfortunes.  I  took  tliis  op* 
portunity  to  advife  her,  that  if  that  was 
the  cafe,  it  was  high  time  to  take  fome 
meaiui-cs  for  putting  an  end  to  thenr  j 
that  fomething  (hould  be  ready  draiyn 
up,  which,  when  an  opportunity  oiier«. 
ed,  fhould  be  fent  to  Monlieur  De  Me* 
licouit,  'who  had  already  exerted  him- 
felf  in  her  behalf*  This  advice  gav« 
her  new  life:  (he  defired  me  to  write  a 
memorial  of  what  had  paflTedj  to  this 
(he  fub joined  a  proteftation  againli  her 
vows.  A  fortunate  precaution,  as  it  af- 
terwards proved,  though  I  then  little 
thought  of  being  employed  in  the  afiair^ 
or  that  we  were  on  the  point  of  being 
feparated  from  each  other. 

Juft  as  Saint  Agnes  had  made  up  the 

jyiCiket^  the  bell  ruP£^  to  go  to  the  re- 

foftoryi. 
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iebatr.  WemdeidltiMHalbpQAbk, 
MfiB^  been,  fffc^dcntiy  rcptiiBaiidcd  for 
coning  too  Uite.  I  weni  as  vAnl  to  the 
^■nfioaer's  table }  the  young  IswW  Dc 
Kesaerilie  had  itiendoneU  ww  fitting 
there:  flie  toft  out  of  ciTiltty  when  I 
canc}  but,  Heaveiw  1  who  fliould  1  iec  f 
Let  my  on*  )odg«  of  ny  fuqwiie  and 
■ADniAunent.  hdj  heart  fell  a  beating 
tie  moBcnt  I  dtlcoTcrtd  one  I  h^d  nb 
ta£am  to  bo  very  food  of  ^  in  a  word, 
Madenoiieilo  D^EUneux. 

1  tnrned  poie  ct  the  rencounier#  a  ^e^ 
aexai  tmnbling  ieized  mc,  and  I  ielt 
hack  into  a  chair,  every  one  ninmn^  to 
mj  affiftanccy  nuns  and  penfionert  with« 
out  ezccpfioii,  as  I  Was  mtfch  beloved  $ 
Mademotfelle  D^Elbiesx  herfeifyaaong 
^  rcft>  not  having  diicorered  who  I 
WIS.  The  nxMnent  ihe  looked  me  in 
die  face,  flierDcoUedBd  herialf:  «.Oood 
'  God  !*  cried  ttic,  «  what  do  I  fee; !  it 
'  is  Jenny  !  who  would  have  thought 
'  it!  Ah,  if  ts  no  wotider  my  bco« 
■  iher  breathes  his  laft  !*  Saying  thist 
fte  mn  from  me  aa  if  (be  waa  diAraAed, 
crying  all  the  way,  that  I  was  a  wicked 
cieatBre,  and  ihe  occaiion  of  her  hro«  ' 
^cr^s  being  aflfaflinated ;  in  Sne,  (he  fill- 
cd  the  whole  houle  with  her  tears  and 
laneiitations . 

fint  before  I  proceed,  it  will  not  be 
imtHopet  to  touch  upon  the  occafion 
which  brought  MademoiAUe  D'Elbieuic 
to  die  moaaierf  where  1  was  placed. 

A  ftnrant  belonging  to  thrChevalier 
D^lbseus,  who  was  piefent  at  the  rcn- 
OQunter,  took  poft,  and  acquainted  the 
coantefii  with  what  had  happened, 
(truck  with  thfrdefperaie  condition  Kcr 
fen  was  in,  (he  lelbfvcd  to  fet  out  with 
her  daughter  in  a  chaiie  to  come  »)d 
lend  1»D  1  bat,  as  misfortuqe  genei-ally 
liottowa  misfortune,  fie  had  no  fooner 
kft  her  own  houie,  but  a  mefleoger  ar- 
rived from  Paris,  iitat  ezpreA  by  her 
hdhaod,  who  was  under  confinement 
an  aoeount  o^  a  quarrel  with  tt  perlbn 
of  qoaUty,  diirefiting  her  to  repair  in- 
ftantly  to  Paris,  in  order  to  ioHcit  hie 
ddcfafige.  Xhe  eooncefs  was  over« 
wfaelsMd  wiah  this  fysond  di&ller,  A- 
vided  ha  flie  was  betsween  her  dutyao 
ihe  count  and  tender  jrt|pBrd  for  her  (on  s 
in  her  owm  inolinatiosts  the  Ion  woufcd 
have  had  the  preference  $  but  the  impu- 
ttaih  of  notfaeingupoti  very  good  tcms 
with  her  hoftnnd,  (and  which  woukk 
hare  been  confimied  on  fuch  an  orgitet 
aatafioa)   dccecatatil  hv  m  t^e  th? 


load  for  Paris.  Mademoifelle  D*E1- 
biauxwas  of  the  (ame  opinion )  but  im 
ttndemefs  for  the  oheealicr  made  her 
tell  the  counters,  that  he  ought  not  m 
be  abandoned  whilft  his  Itle  was  in  Ihch 
imminent  dangn*,  and  therefoft  obtain- 
ed her  conieDt  to  go  to  Madame  Ov 
G«— <»,  whither  the  cgmtefs  could  not 
poiCbly  carry  her,  ( though  flie  wotild  very 
gladly  have  done  it)  without  lofing  an 
entire  day  bv  going  fofar  out  of  the  road| 
wbereaa  by  lier husband*!  orders  (he  waa 
obliged  lo  reach  Paris  that  aii;ht.  Whilft 
teie  things  were  fettling  in  mch  a  man* 
ner  that  they  might  not  interfere  one 
with  another,  the  countefs  bethought 
herfeif  of  having  been  a  peofidner  in  the 
tnonaftery  where  I  adually  was,  ai)^ 
Mrhich  lying  in  her  road  to  Paris,  was  t 
convenient  place  to  (et  down  her  daugh- 
ter, who  from  thence  might  go  in  an- 
other chaife  to  Madame  De  G"  ■  ■  'a 
czhlt,  which  ihe  knew  was  but  a  fe# 
miles  difUnt. 

The  train  of  misfortunes  which  p«r« 
foed  me  ordered  it  Ib^  that  when  the 
countefs  arrived,  there  was  no  chaife  to 
be  had  for  her  daughter:  the  abbefs 
thought  of  an  expedient,  which  was,  to 
(end  a  mcflenger  to  Madame  De  G  ■  » 
for  one;  and.  in  the  mean  time,  Mads- 
moifdle  D'£ibieux  was  to  ftay  at  th6 
monailery.  In  iuch  cafes,  the  ftrau- 
gers  ufaally  dined  in  a  parlour  $  but 
my  ilUfated  deftiny  inclined  her  to  dine 
in  the  rcfeftory,  where  we  met.  There 
are  in  life,  often  eflfe£ked  by  mere  chance, 
occunefices  ib  very  ftngulaTi  that  one  i* 
apt  to  attribute  thetn  to  premeditsffed 
defigns.  In  reality,  nothing  could  b€ 
more  extfaordinaiy  than  what  happen- 
ed to  me  at  this  iun£bire.  Though 
there  was  nothing  furprixing  in  iii 
count's  being  conHned,  every  day  pro- 
ducing adventures  of  that  nature,  yet  I 
could  never  fatisly  myieif  at  to  this  in- 
eidenti  efpecially  when  it  fi»  nearly 
0Dncerned  me  not  to  be  difoofcred.  Eu( 
to  jretnrn  to  our  hiiiory; 

MademoifeUe  D'£fbieu9*s  outcriea 
drew  feme  of  die  nuns  after  her  t0 
know  the  occafion.  Her  refeatmeml 
againft  me  exerted  JtTsUt  very  feaerely. 
6he  gaee  them  my  hiftery,  (lot  for« 
getty%  what  I  «ame  feom  ;)  lettmg  oil 
every  circundbiiee  n  the  llrongeft  oO'^ 
lours  maiioe  could  poflibly  invent )  an^ 
ail  tins  bafeirt  the  abbefs  and  feverat  of 
the  nuns.  The  abbefe,  piqued  at  hcT 
bfina  impufad.tin^  a&used  JdadcsBoi^ 
•      ^        JL  feUt 


ti      .  THB   FORTUNATE   COVUT%Y   MAID^ 


Iclle  D*£lbieox,  that  fince  it  was  ib| 
flie  wotild  fend  me  away  very  ihoitiy. 

A  chaife  beine  brought  the  next 
noming,  MadcmoifeUeD^Elbteux  went 
away^    For  my  part,  that  day  and  the 
Ibllowin^  nt^t  were  fpent  in  the  cm- 
dleft  agitations.    The  amiable  Saint 
Agnesy  terrified  at  the  continual  faint* 
ings  which  feised  me,  empl^fed  all  the 
care  the  tendereft  friendflup  could  derile 
in  my  behalf.    *  Take  courage,  my 
dear/  find  fte,  'you  will  one  day 
furmomt  thefe  difficulties,  I  undei- 
take  to  foretel  i   in  the  mean  time, 
patience  and  policy  muft  not  be  want- 
ing I  if  you  iv^kr  yourielf  to  be  thus 
caft  down,  the  whole  monaftery  will 
believe  all  the  wicked  creature  has 
advanced.  She  exceeds  by  far  the  cha* 
rafter  you  ^ve  of  hen  neverthelefs, 
you  have  tins  comfort,  you  are  gene- 
rallv  beloved,  and  confequently  ihe 
will  £nd  very  little  credit.*— <  Ah, 
my  dear  friendf  replied  I,  <  cahiro- 
ny  bears  «  great  fway,  and  eaiily 
leaves  a  mark  s  but  that  is  not  the 
worft  I  dread  j  iboner  or  later,  what 
flic  hai  alledged  will  be  remembered ; 
and  when  IreflcA  on  the  confe^uences 
that  may  nattarally  follow,  I  give  my- 
ielf  over  for  loft.    When  Mademoi- 
felle  D'Elbieux  arrives  at  Madame 
De  G  ■      *s,  her  tears  and  juft  reieot- 
ment  will  entirely  deftroy  the  little 
intersft  I  have  left  with  my  patronefs, 
at  every  thing  makes  againft  me  $  the 
letters  flie  formerly  wrote,  which  I 
have  mentioned  to  )[ott,  left  too  deep 
an  impreffion  in  Madame  De  G-     ^s 
mind,  to  fay  nothing  of  what  has 
happened  fince  i  her  abrupt  manner 
of  leaving  ne,  the  little  notice  ihe 
takes  of 'me  at  prefent,  are  they  not 
fatal  tadicacions  that  I  am  not  mif- 
taken  ?    Yes,*  continued  I,  burftii^ 
into  tears^  *  and  to  compleat  my  miib- 
'  ry,  I  flttll  perhaps  be  torn  from  youi 
this  very  monaftery,  once  To  hateful, 
through  the  friendfliip  with  which 
you  are  pleafed  to  honour  me,  is  be« 
eome  the  deareft  objea  of  my  wiflies.* 
Saint  Aeiies  plainly  ikewed  by  her  tears 
and  careSes,  how  much  flu:  was  afieA- 
ed  with  what  I  faid;  when  aperfon 
fame  to  ac^quaint  me,  that  the  abbefs 
calM  for  me.    *  Ah  r  cried  I,  <  hetv 
*  begins  my  new  train  of  misfortunes  I 
IfoUowed^the  nun  who  came  for  me, 
Aaint  Agnes  making  a  fign  that  flie 
would  wait  for  |nc  ill  heL4fU.  1  c^me 


to  die  abbcft^  ^tumhtr  tmder  tehiblr 
apprehcnfions }  fte  was  fuirounded  bw 
feveral  nuns,  ^ndio  talked  to  her  with 
great  vehemency,  I  no  iboner  appear^ 
od,  but  a  general  filcnce  fol lowed. 
Come  hither,  Mifs,'  cried  the  abbefa  i 
'pray  inform  me,  as  to  be  fure  yoa 
can,  what  icaftm  Madame  De  O  ■ 
could  have  for  deceiving  me,  and 
pafiing  you  upon  me  for  her  neice^*^ 
Had  £e  thought  fit  to  have  trafted 
me  with  the  iecset,  it  mif  ht  have 
been  of  fervice  to  yo«s  efpeaally  as  I 
am  fenfible  of  the  obligations  I  have 
to  that  lady,  which  I  am  notafliaiued 
to  acknowledge,  as  all  here  prefent 
canwitnefs.  In  all  appearance  you 
are  much  in  fevour^  with  b^  $  her 
adopting  a  country  ^irl  for  a  neice  is 
certainly  a  convincing  proof.  Yoa 
ieeni  a  little  confounded ;  bbt  take 
courage  I  you  come  too-  well  recom* 
mended,  to  have  the  leaft  reafon  to 
apprehend  any  ill  ufage  from  met 
neverthelefs, 'tell  the  truth  |  for  that 
alone  can  intitle  you  to  ah  abode 
here.  Confider,  whether  you  had  bed 
intereft  me'in  your  behalf,  or  provide 
for  yourielf/ 

This  harangue,  from  a  reverend  per. 
fon,  went  (6  far  as  to  draw  tears,  but 
gave  me  no  encouragement  to  fpeak  mj^. 
mind  i  aS  it  lafled  a  confiderable  while^ 
through  her  want  tff  breath,  I  had  fuf.  "* 
ficient  time  to  lefteA  how  I  fliould  be* 
have;  I  concluded  jiot  to  explain  my. 
felf  till  I  heard  from  Madame  De  G*-^ 
who,  it  was  natural  to  imap'ne,  npofi 
MademoifelleD*Elbicux*samval,wovlcf 
come  to  a  refolution;'  and  either  fend  • 
meftenger,  or  write  to  the.  Upon  tkia 
lanfwered,  that  I  knew  Mademoilelle 
D*£lbieux,^  and  the  little  fkwnir  f 
could  expe£i  at  her  hands  i  but  as  to 
the  airs  flie  had  been  pleafed  to  give 
herfelf,  and  the  charaaer  Am  had  be- 
ftowed  on  me,  it  yras  a  mvfttry  1  could 
not  pretend  to  unravel  j  tnat  I  had  no« 
thing^  more  to  fay,  but  was  readyto 
ictum,  if  it  fliould  be  required.  The 
abbefs,  furpriied  to  fee  me  fo  refolute, 
vfhifymd  one  of  the  nuns,  and  then 
made  a  fisn  forme  to  retire  $  which  I 
did,  making  a  low  curtefy,  and  re« 
paired  to  m^  cell,  %rhere  I  foiind  Saint 
Agnes  waiting  for  me  in  great  anxiety. 
She  was  all  in  tears,  and  it  was  my 
turn  to  comfort  her;  the  apprehenfions 
that  I  fliould  be  fent  away,  and  tbe  fear 
of  io&og  (9  iatimate  a  friend,  aiaraiad 

her 
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to  ttatiRfi  and^  indeed,  wlntcaBbc 
»^;restBr  coiiAilatioiit  than  to  dnie  our 
gnefi  witb  thoTe  who  tffeftionatdy  in* 
teceft  thcsaSdvet  in  our  behalf?  T^ 
nmUmixig  part  ot"  the  day  was  fpent  in 
ndaacholy  refle6liont,  and  we  did  not 
fm  tm  very  late  at  night.  \ 

NocwithfbfidiBg  the  trouble  of  mind 
I  bj  nndor,  I  was  on  thepoint  of  idl- 
ing aficep,  when  I  heaid  my  door  open. 
I  tzra^lcd  ci^eiy  joint,  not  being  able 
tD  diviac  who  conid  come  to  me  at  that 
hour.  *  Are  yon  aWafce,  dear  Jenny  V 
6aA  Saint  Agnes,  coming  tm  tome. 

<  Good  Ood!'  replied  I,  «  bow  you 
.  «  frightened  me  r—«  TU  lay  a  wager/ 

fiud  Iha  fmitiag,  '  you  expelled  fome- 

*  body  d6.    A  lover,  for  example,  at 

*  this  critical  |unAare,  would  have  been 

*  nanral  enough  i  but  in  our  htftory 

*  k  would  have  been  a  dilBcalt  matter, 
«  eTpccially  as  the  men  of  theie  days  are 
'  kfi  cntccpriaing  th*i  in  the  ages  of 

<  knight-enantry.*  Sayingthis,fliefal 
dimii  «po9i  dhe  bed,  drefiedln  her  night- 
doachs  I  and,  as  white  became  her  par- 
ffeulariy  well,  ftie  looked  charmingly 
handibmef  I  could  not  forbear  com- 
pGncnting  her  upon  it.  *  Alas  f  *  (ays 
Ae,  *  bow  can  you  nfind  fuch  things  1 

<  A  convincing  proof  that  we  women, 

<  though  ci^aged  in  the  moft  ferious 

*  attra,  are  ever  prone  to  trifles.  Would 

*  it  not  have  been  more  natural  for  you 
,  *  to  hart  aiked  the  reafoo  of  my  difturb- 
'  *■  iag  yon  at  ipch  an  unfeafbnable  hour  ?* 

^^  Good  God!*  I  replied,  <  as  if  I 

<  coold  be  difturbed  by  one  that  is  (6 
f  liear  !-«i*i*Bvc  you  icon  to  haveleciers 

*  in  your  hand !  Have  you  received  any 

<  lately  T— <  Alas  t  from  whom  V  zn^ 
Iwcred  Saint  Agnes;  *  thefe  are  what 

*  we  wrote    together :   for  I  was  no 

*  iboner  in  bed,  but  I  rtlfeQed  oi|  a){ 

*  that    had  palTed  pt  da^r,  apd  from 

<  ihence  concluded,  that  in  ail  pnAia- 
*•  bility  ]roor  fta^  may  be  ihort,  Jma* 

*  gine  the  trouble  this  muft  neceiurily 

*  give  me.    However,  a  little  feif-in- 

*  ftrei  interfered :  I  immediately  re- 
«  Myed,  left  I  fliould  be  prevent^  by 

*  voor  Mdcn  departure,  to  come  and 

*  W,  that  if  I  am  fo  unfortunate  as  to 

*  loie  you,  thele  lefters  may  be  taken 
'  fareol^,as  fpoa  a^  your  own  sffairswill 

*  adoitt.*— ^  I  ihall  not  wait  for  that,* 
I  rallied )  *  if,  my  dear  friend,  we  muft 
'  part,  your  bufineft  ihall  have  thepre- 

*  %ettce|  I  know'tdo  well,  by  lata! 

*  cgcricMSf  tlw  tarki;{rs  ^  inceititud^ 
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*  to  abtndon  yon  to  it.  It  wu  mT 
'  duty  to  have  prevented  you  oj^  thif 

*  oc^iion  t  kt  the  vexation  I  have  vn* 

*  dersooe,  pl^  my  ,excule|  I  will 

*  make  amends  hereafter.*  Saint  Ag- 
nes took  me  in  her  arms,  folly  iatisBed 
vrith  what  I  had  promifed.  We  pifled 
great  part  of  th^  night  in  talking  of  our 
affurs,  and  oking  proper  meafuies  that 
the.  letters  jnight  be  (afny  delivered,  and 
the  aniwers  returned.  I  kt  down  in 
vrriting  the  names  of  the  peribns  an<| 
I>laces|  after  which,  being  much  fa* 
tieued  with  watching.  Saint  Agnes  it« 
tired,  and  I  fell  aileep. 

I  was  two  days  under  the  greateft  ua» 
eafinefs,  without  hearinff  anv  news )  on 
the  third  day,  Madame  De  G— —  Vkrrotc 
to  my  (upcnor  to  put  me  into  the  handa 
of  the  bearer  of  her  letter:  Ihe  took  no 
farther  notice  of  any  thing,  but  that  flie 
vronld  fliortly  fee  her.  I  happened  t9 
be  vrith  the  fnperior  vrhen  the  expreia 
arrivedi  ftie  fliook  her  head  at  this  let- 
ter, fiiying,  *  This  is  very  myfteriouSf 

*  indeed  I---G0  your  ways,  Miis,*  faid 
ihe  to  me,  *  and  pack  up  your  things^ 

*  whilft  I  return  an  anfwer  to  Madame 

<  Ue  G  ■  ■  .*  Saint  Acnes  being  then 
prelent,  would  have  folkiwsd  me  s  but 
ihe  was  ordered  to  ftay  where  ihe  was^ 
it  was  spprehended,  undoubtedly,  lei^ 
this  nun  inould  take  occaiion  of  my  de- 
parture to  give  me  Ibme  commiifion, 
Init  It  proved  too  late  $  fo  trqe  it  is,  tha^ 
we  ihould  not  defer  bufmefs  to  the  laft 
day. 

I  went  to  my  cell  diihirbed,  as  may 
beimi^ned,  and  had  ibon  taken  order 
about  my  departure ;  from  thence  I  re- 
turned to  the  lady  abbefs,  to  take  my 
leave,  which  ihe  received  with  great  in- 
difierence :  it  was  not  fo  with  the  reft  of 
^e  community  and  prnfioners)  they  each 
of  them  embraced  me,  and  gave  me 
marks  of  their  friendihap.  When  it  came 
tp  Saint  A^gnes's  turn,  ihe  fell  a  crying 
l^itierly:  my  feparation  from  this  deaf 
iriend  drew  tears  from  me,  as  I  fqiieea- 
pd  her  hand.  Till  then,  Ihad^iotfeea 
the  peribn  vvho  came  to  fetch  me  away  s 
at  1^  ihe  apDcared ;  and,  to  ir^y  com- 
fo|rt,  it  was  uhriftina,  woman  to  Ma- 
dame Dc  G— -,  who,  as  I  mentioned 
beff^  loved  me  fo  well.  In  fpite  of 
my  trouble  I  was  pleafed  to  (ee  her. 

*  Ah,  dear  Chriftina!*  (aid  I  ^o  her, 
getting  into  the  chaiieit  <  what  am  I  to 

*  hear  next  ?  Has  your  lady  isny  regard 

<  left  for  nc}'— M  have  a  great  desil 

La  M^ 
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<  to  tril  yQu»*  replied  the  maid,  migbti- 
ly  tak^i  inFith  the  e4reflre9  I  beftowed  on 
her  i  *  yon  (ball  hear  it  m  ioon  as  yt^ 
c^n  |;et  out  of  the  village^  God  blef^ 
me  I  cried  (he,  *  how  you  are  chang-. 
od  I'—*  Truly/  repli^  I,  *  no  great 
wonder)  I  have  not  bad  a  (juiet  iilOi> 
ment  fince  I  came  to  this,  convent} 
and  diftrefs  js  no  friend  to  beauty : 
but  what  is  moft  extraordinary,  if  a 
fm^U  matter  cafts  me  down,  the  (light- 
ed iatisfa£lion  fets  me  up  ^gain/ 
As  foon'as  we  were  got  into  the  ooen 
lountry,  I  reminded  Chriflina  of  ner 
promi&.  *  Alas  J*  replijjd  (he,  *  I  wi(h 
'  I  had  nothine  to  tell  you  j  but  J  love 
you  too  well,  dear  Jenny,  to  hide 
^ny  thing  froid  you.  I'll  lay  a  ^a- 
ger  you  cau*t  guefs  on  whofe  account 
you  are  taken  from  this  monaftery/ 
—  *  Madame  De  G"  ■  ^s  V  replied  I:. 
Mifs  D'Elbieux*s  r-^<  No/  fays  (h^i 
the  chevalier  hi(nfelf>  who  now  lies 
at  the  point  of  death,  touched  with  a 
fenle  of  all  the  misfortunes  he  hat 
brought  on  you,  deCres  to  fee  you,- 
with  tears  in  bis  eves  |  and  knowing 
the  ayerfion  his  mer  has  for  you,, 
he  made  her  promife  to  receive  you. 
kindly.  This  young  lady  at;  firft  was 
outrageous  againil  you  j  Madame  De 
G  was  frfraid  to  fpeak  in  your 
behalf,  fo  much  was  (lie  tranfported 
with  pa(rion :  however,  (he  feems  Ibme'* 
thing  appcafed  ever  fince  her  brother 
has  declared  his  intentions  to  her; 
though  it  is  ea/ily  perceived,  (he  only 
hides  the  ^ncour  of  her  mind.'—*  I 
know  her,'  replied  I,  '  and  will  take 
care  of  her.  fiut  what  do  they  fay 
bcfides }  What  will  they  do  with  me? 
Why  am  I  Tent  for  >  What  has  hap- 
pened in  my  abfencc?'— *  You  may 
eafily  imagine  the  marquis  has  not 
forgot  you,'  faid  Ckriftina,  looking 
fiedfattly  on  me  $  '  and  you  will  be 
glad  to  hear  fomething  ot  him  5  how- 
ever, that  is  what  I  ann  forbid  po(i- 
tivelv }  but  that  would  be  too  cruel ; 
as  I  know  your  difcretion,  I  will 
proceed  to  give  you  tlie  iatisfaflion 
you  deiire. 

'<^  That  very  day  that  Madame  De 
G— ^ —  came  back  from  tlie  mona/lery 
you  have  juft  now  quitted,  (he  received 
a  letter  from  the  marqivis.  who  defued, 
in  the  mod  tender  and  re(p«:£lful  man- 
ner, to  hear  how  you  did  {  adding^ 
•that  he  hoped  in  time  to  make  her  his 
acknavledgm<;Ats  for  the  p^ou^lioa 


(he  was  pleaied  to  gram  vmi.  TJb» 
valet  d^.cbambre,  who  nad  onJers 
from  his  mafter  to  fee  you,  and 
haps  tb  deliver  yoxi  fome  letters, 
but  juft  time  to  receive  his  anfi 
from  my  lad^  before  he  returned,  be* 
caufe  of  her  apprehenfions  left.  th« 
marquis  (bmild  not  be  mMe  ienfible 
enough;  that  ^be  afiair  was  much  talk-» 
ed  of,  having  all  the  rcafon  in  the 
world  tddre^  the  valet's  being  (eszoct 
every  moment.  '    '. 

*  Thefe  fears  of  Madame  Be  G  .  > 
were  but  too  true;  that  lrei*y  night  at 
twelve  there  came  an  exempt,  bearing 
UUns  de  catcbetf  to  arre(l  die  ro3r*> 
quis,  the  Chevalier  D'ElbieuK,  you 
my  dear  child,  and  all  thbfe  who  ka4 
any  concern  in  this  unlucky  affair! 
The  caftle  and  the  village  underwent 
the  Ari^eft  fcrutiny  imaginiible }  th«^ 
rummaged  the  mpft  private  places,  lo 
confident  was  the  exempt  of  (indtngr 
what  he  fought  for.  He  would  havs 
taken  away  the  Chavalier  De  Elbieux  $ 
but,  on  the  atteftationa  of  the  ph^rii^ 
cians  and  furgeons,  that  removini^ 
him  might  coti  him  his  life,  he  drev^ 
up  a  verbal  procefs,  left  him  in  cutki- 
dy  of  proper  oiEcers,  and  returned  to 
give  an  account  of  his  procgpding^. 
Mon(ieur  De  G-— —  fet  out  at  the 
fame  time,aBd  having  made  intereH  by 
his  friends,  and  given  fatisfa£(ion  to 
the  families  concerned,  the  affair  took  a 
favourable  turn,  and  the  olHeers  were 
reminded.  But  thoogh  the  mat  quia 
be  connived  at  by  a  patticular  favovt 
as  well  as  the  chevalier,  hotwithftan4- 
ing  the  (irft  of  thefe  is  commanded 
not  to  appear  again  till  farther  orders; 
yet  all  this  will  not  fctedi  yous  the 
cotucjt  being  informed  that  yon  are  xh^/^ 
caui'e  of  this  duel,  has  ordered  you  to 

be  arreiied  and.  confined.'—*  Ah, 
my  God!*  cried  I,  <  I' am  loft!  It  is 
to  fecure  fse,  then,  that  I  am  brought 
from  the  m9naUery  !'—*  No,'  con* 
tinned  Chiiftimi)  <  fear  nothing}  the 
fearch  is  oier,  aid  they  itiiagine  yo<$ 
are  at  a  greater  diftance.  While  yod 
are  with  my*  lady,  you  may  be  eaJy  r 
J  won't  tell  you  her  deiign;  you  ihel| 
know  it  from  her  own  mouth. 

*  All  that  I  can  tell  you  for  certain  is, 
tliat  I  have  heard  my  lady  fay,  but 
for  your  lover's  fatl^r,  your  nanie 
would  oot  have  oeen  brotightin  qucf- 
tion  in  all  this  affiir;  he  even  inlilled 
you  ihould  b^  ancfted.    iyarme<i«et 

.  r    .  u    .*)  ..    .      .     <  your 
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rar  cfiape,  md  fafpcdineMadsiiie 
IteG  of  bong  you^iriendi  he 

i  wraie  bar  s  tbniicieriog .  letter  about 
•  joa,  wfaemn  he  complains  bitteriy 
tint  he  was  the  caiifi;^  by  j^rottdlng 
yoBy  df  the  iBDcounter  which  eAdui- 
gned  hit  (bn*t  life.  He  fierempcorily 
denaads  that  you  be  admitted  a  nun.* 
^^  Aad,  Madam*.*  cried  I,  h;iftily  ititer- 
lupiaig  her,  *  what  fiiys  (he?'-^<  I 
doa^x  know/  continued  Chriftina,  *  ^e 
has  not  communicated  her  thoughU 
to ae  on  that  fabid^j  but  tfaeie  h  no 
dugcTof  her'  leaving  you,  ihe  lovee 
you  too  well.  If  you  did  but  know^ 
ham  caxaciUy  Ihe  recommended  to  me 
t»  dnw  up  the  glafies  of  the  cbaife, 
and  to  hide  you  when  any  one  tibne 
by,  yoo  wotikl  be  quiiie  eafy ;  her 
gnai  regard  fliould  fatisfy  ^nd  con-' 
vince  you,  that  without  a  tender  con- 
OBTD,  &e  coiM  newer  \ft  fo  folicitous 
about  fttch  trifles.' 
Chriftiaa  fiiid  a  great  dea}  more  to 
eacooiage  me,  but  id  vain.  1  fi^?e  my- 
felf  up  to  grief,  and  rmetted  a  thou. 
&ad  timet  my  native  Tilnge.    f  Where 

<  is  my  father,  mother,  fitter,  and  re)a- 

<  tioas?    Alatt  how  happy  were  my 

<  dayt  whan  I  dwelt  in  the  peaceful' 

<  coct^ei  tbovgh  ray  pleafuret  were 
'  hot  &mpk»  my  caret  were  inconfide- 
•  t^le.  Slnli  I  never  live  to  fee  that 
«  Ucftd  time  again  r 

At  laft  we  arrived  at  the  village, 
phriftiiia  fat  on  my  lap  as  we  came  m,. 
vad  took  all  poifibk  precautions  to  hide 
me.  The  poftilion,  who  had  his  or- 
iot,  fet  JOS  down  in  the  inner  court  of 
the  caftkrfxom  thence  they  conduced 
me  iaio  die  laidy *s  clofet :  word  was  ient 
her  cf  my  anival;  whilft  I  waited  for 
!»!  iiicfa  a  palpitation  of  the  heart, 
sad  opprefiion  or  rpii'its,*£bited  me,  as  it 
pot  to  be  exprtfled. 
'   *  You  are  come,  then,  my  poor  Jen* 

*  3iy,*  faid  this  lady  to  me  as  ^  enter- 
ed, taifing  me  up)  '  in  truth  your  lot 

*  is  very  unfortunate :  I  wifli,  with  aU 
'  my  heart,  V  had  never  known  you. 

ITouaie  a  good  girl,  and  have  not  de- 
lved, nor  brouffht  upon  yourielf, 

befe  unh^py  adventures  $  but  you 
Jt  not  lefs  mifen^les  1  am  extremc* 
'y  perplexed  to  know  whal  to  do  with 
"OB.  Chriftsaa  has  told  you,  with- 
mtdo^,  aU  that  has  pafied,attd  hsrtt 

veiiing  Monfieur  Lt  Msrquis  de  L. 

^  is  with  me  to  have  yoir  deliv^ed 
!>'»'>  his  hands,  IdooQtkttPvwhich 


way  to 


determine.  Mpsfienr  De 
on  the  other  hand,  wifhes  I 
would  iurrender  yo^  to  that  noble- 
iteaii,  who  engages  his  word,'  as  ha 
writes  to  me,'  that  not  only  ho  haroa 
ihall  come  to  yoo,  ^vt  fnai  lie' win 
give  poiitive  orders  to  treat  you  gent* 
hr.  Notwithftamiinghispromires.tey 
frienciihip  for  you  wit^olds  die.  What 
is  heft  to  be  done?'— <  Ah,  Madam,.* 

cried  I,  falling  at  her  feet,  *  pity  your 

'  poor  Jenny :  if  you  abandon  me,  t 
muft  die  in  dcTpair !  Admit  I  were  t^ 
depend  on  the  word  of  the  marquis^ 
notwitfaftanding  the  reaib'ns  he  hu  t^ 
be  diflfatisfied  with  me,  have  not  I 
great  room  to  dread  frelh  adventures^ 
Yoo  know  his  ion,  and  what  he  ia 
capable  of  domg.  No  fooner  will  ho 
know  the  place  where  his  father  hath 
confined  me,  but  he  will  move  heaveil 
and  earth  to  lee  me  or  fteal  me  away. 
Ah,  Madam,  fave  tne  from  thefe  new 
difaftersi  I  doconjurejron,  abandon  ma 
firft  to  my  evil  fate,  and  permit  me  to 
retire :  even  this  very  night,  I  will  hida 
myfelf  from  the  world.  Happy  ihould 
I  bp,  could  I  but  fiorgrt  myfelf  1*.* 
We  will  think  of  it,*  fays  Madanaa 

jDe  G  ■'*■  ,  mufing  in  the  mean  time. 
Stay  liefie,  I  will  tep  to  the  Chevalier 
D^EIbi^ox,  9nd  know  if  be  is  difpoled 
to  fee  you'^  he  has  done  nothit^  theie 
twcntv-four' boors  but  call  for  you( 
his  fiftcr,  of  whom  ChriiHna  hat  un^ 
doabtedly  fpoklt  to  yoo,  did  her  uc* 
moft  to  reftrain  hitn  from  that  eager- 
neft  I  htf  oppofitibn  had  like  l6  have 
proved  fatal  to  htmi  he  wat  takea 
with  a  faunting-fit,  and  Madeinoiiella 
D'Elbieux,  woo  lovet'  him  tenderlr^ 
grieved  to  have  been  the  caufe  of  it^ 
a/ked  hit  pardon  with  tears  in  her 
eyet,  and  proraiied  him  that  for  hta 
fake  file  would  be  your  friend,  and 
that  file  would  receivt  yoo  khidly* 
The  unfortunate  chevalier  feeiag  thia 
alteration,  embraced  her,  faying,  that 
all  the/virorld  ihould  be  &tisficd  at 
fooa  as  he  had  fp«>ke  to  you«  He  iimt 
for  a  notary,  who,  as  they  fay,  hat 
diawn  up  (lis  wilt.  The  poor  youag' 
man  is  vayill  j  and  the  furgeon  aiiirmt 
he  can  never  get  the  better  of  it  with- 
out  a  miracle,  his  fever  having  no  in* 
termiffion.    Adieu,  Jenny ,^  fays  Ma* 

datftnePeQ"  ■  ■,  as  ihe  wat  going  vwiqrt 
you  ihali  hear  from  me  pvrfeotly}  ba 
eafy,  who  knows,  but  God  may  hava 
pityooyoaS' 
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Madame  De  G»  ■  ■  was  (barce  ^ne 
out  of  the  clofet,  when  Mifs  D*£lbieux 
appeared  with  a  candle  in  her  hand.  She 
grew  pale  ^  the  fight  of  me.  I  believe 
I  did  not  yield  io  her  in  that  refpefl. 
However,  flie  wa^  more  courageous  than 
I,  and  advanced  firft«  My  Tegs  failed 
qoder  me  through  a  general  tremor 
iRFhxcb  feited  rae.    <  Can  you  forgive, 

*  my  dear  Jenny y^  fays  this  young  lady, 
embracing  me,  <  all  the  trouble  I  have 

*  cattfed  you }  you  have  too  much  ienfe 
'  to  wifli  me  any  harm  for  it|  the  fears 
.*  I  wat  always  under  for  what  has  now 
*•  come  to  pafs,  occafioned  my  didiliie, 

<  but  the  condition  my  brother  is  now 

*  in,  together  with  his  intreatSes,  baa 

*  cxtinguifhed  itr   oome,  then;  your 

<  prefence  may  nerhaps  contribute  to  his 

*  recovery.    Alas !  I  much  fear  they 

<  diflemble  the  danger  be  is  really  in 
'  of  lofing  bis  life.*  I  anfwered  only 
with  my  tears,  Madonoifelie  P'El- 
^ieux^s  behaviour  moving  me  to  com- 

Cflion.  Candour  is  always  liable  to 
tmpoM  on  by  appearances.  X  foU 
lowed  her  to  her  brotber*s  apartment, 
where  (he  was  no  fooner  arrived,  but 
Aie  CTic4  out,  *  Here  is  my  friend,  Jen- 
^  Byl  pray  God  the  iieht  of  her  may 

*  Itftore  you  to  me!'  A  faint  vpice  re* 
p)ted,  *  \yhere  is  ihc?  J/Ctroe  lee  her,* 
continued  the  chevalier,  *  and  I  die  con- 
«.  tent.*  Drawing  near  him,  not  with- 
out fome  apprehcnfioni  he  ft  retched  out 
bis  hand  to  rajne.  THe  agonizing  voice, 
and  death  in  his  countenance,  affected 
me  very  much. 

V.  <  I  no  longer  regret  any  thing  in 
1  thisb'fe,*  cried  he,  *  fmce  I  iee  yoir 

*  once  more.  Jenny,  can  you  forgive  me 

*  all  the  vexations  J  have  caufed  you } 
«  Will  my  death  be  fufBcient  to  atone 
«  fof  them  ?•— O  Heaven,  convince  this 

<  girl  pf  my  remorle  for  my  criminal 
*.  paifion  towards  her!'  If  I  could  but 

*  live  to  make  you  a  witnels  of  Go4*s 

*  grace  in  my  regard,  by  (hewing  the 
^*  horror  I  have  for  prefumin|r  to  aitault 

*  your  innocence !  Inftead otthat  fran- 
f  tick  love,  receive  now  thea(rurance  of 
* .  a  moft  fmccre  and  tender  friendfliip. 
•.  Wheriier  I  live  or  die,  I  (hall  never 

*  alter.  Prefent  my  fervice  to  the  mar- 
'.  quia,  whenever  you  fee  him,  and  af- 
*.  fuse  him  that  I  repent  of  having  given 
f.  him  fomuch  uneafinefs;  I  will  make 
f  Amends  for  it,  by  what  I  (hall  do 

*  for  you.    Do  you  rightly  under(bind 

<  WHf  Jts^yV  cried  he,  which  he  rQ* 


peated  twice  over.  *  Do  yoti  promife,* 
continued  he,  *  to  pray  to  God  to  pardon 
'me?  Your  innocence  will  obtain  nrtr- 

*  cy  for  me.*  Pronouncing  thefe  words , 
he  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  prayed  moft 
devoutly}  then  turning  to  his  valet  de 
chambre,  called  for  what  he  had  bid 
him  lock  up.  The  chevalier  receiving 
a  fmalipacket  fealed,  pfe(ented  mewitb 
it.    «  This,'  fays  he,  '  is  the  leaft  I 

*  could  do  for  you;  it  is  a  bond  for 

*  twenty  thoufand  livred,  left  by  an 

*  uncle,  and  confeqqentlv  cannot  injure 

*  my  family*  Mifs  D*Elbienx  has  been 

*  acquainted  with  it.  and  not  only  thinks 
f  it  proper,  but  has  even  promifed  tm 
i  love  you  and  make  an  addition  ta  it« 

*  Is  not  that  true,  dear  (ifter,*  cried  lie, 
ftretching  forth  his  hand.    <  Your  love 

<  for  me  is  too  great  to  be  indi(ferent  to 

<  my  memory.' 

The  poor  chevalier,  who  forced  ttart 
from  all  about  him,  Teemed  to  (hew  4 
glini)»(e  of  joy  at  the  kifs  his  After  gave 
mp,  m  compliance  with  what  he  fairf. 
He  concluded  by  (aying,  <  I  am  fatis- 
f  fied  s  this  is  all  I  dehred  of  Heaven, 
f  In  order  to  ifaew  my  gratitude,  I  novir 

*  turn  all  my  thoughts  to  the  meditai* 
'  tion  of  God*s  mercy.*  Saying  this,  he 
took  my  hand,  and  fc^eeied  ft,  weak  as 
he  was )  then  be  embraced  his  (ifter  who 
was  bathed  in  tears,  and  his  confbflbr 
was  brought  in,  after  lie  had  firft  re« 
turned  thanks  to  Madame  De  G  n 
for  all  her  kindne(«,  and  made  an  oblig- 
ing  ()gn  of  refpeft  to  all  that  were  prc« 
fcnt. 

We  were  eight  days  in  fufpenle  for 
the  Chevalier  D^Elbieux's  life  |  tome- 
times  there  were  hopes,  fometimet  be 
was  given  over.  On  the  ninth  day,  tfie 
furgeon  declared,  that  if  the  fever  left 
htm,  he  was  out  of  danger}  and  at 
ni^lit  it  did  fo.  This  news  was  re* 
ceived  with  joy,  in  which  I  (hared  with 
evpry  body  elie  on  the  occa(ion.  Mifa 
ti-Elbieif  X,  changed  as  much  as  poffible 
in  my  regard,  profelTed  a  great  friend - 
(hip  for  me,  and  declared  publickiy, 
that  if  her  brotlier  recovered  this  time, 
(he  ftiould  he  obliged  to  me  alone,  after 
Oo^,  for  it.  I  anfwered  thefe  civilities 
with  all  the  afteflionpoifibte.  Who  would 
have  thoiieht  (he  deceived  me,  and  that 
(he  was  forming  deigns  againft  me,  the 
blackeft  you  can  imagine  between  the 
moft  mortal  enemies  I 

The  Chevalier  D'Elbieux,  who  had 
obtaiDMl  nev  life  tod  health,  rcfiimed 
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tBb  the  fentiiDCDtt  of  honoitr  and  probi* 
m  He  fliewed  bSmfelf  entirely  free 
mm  die  paiHon  he  had  conceived  for 
nc}  ,bat  there  hune  on  him  a  deep  me- 
hncbolyt  and  he  Keocd  full  of  feme 
impoitant  dedgn.  I  could  not  help  be- 
h^  fecretly  ftnick  at  this  ferious  air  of 
his,  and  bqzan  again  to  fear  left  be  was 
nieditatin|r  fame  new  enterprize.  Where 
by  experience  we  have  leafon  to  mif- 
trat,  we  are  apt  to  mifconftrue  every 
dung:  however*  I  was  miftakeni  far 
diiotnt  and  important  cares  took  up 
die  Chevalier  D*£lbieux*s  thoughts. 
Who  woold  have  imagined  it !  Great 
God,  bow  ought  we  to  revere  thy  dc* 
ocesl  One  moaning  Madame  de  Q  ■ 
kot  fiorne  to  her  room ;  die  had  a  let* 
ter  in  her  hand«  and  tears  in  her  eyes*. 
The  figitt  ftmck  me.  «  More  ill  news/ 
cried  I.  *  Ho,  my  dear  child/  anfwertd 
■this  amtabie  lady  1  *  read,  and  you  will 

*  know    whether  I  have  reaibn  to  be 

*  moved,  and  whether  you  could  have 
'  foie&eo  any  more  than  I  fuch   an 

*  event/  I  took  the  letter  and  read  as 
follows. 


LITTKft  FROM  THE  CHEVALIER 
O^ELBtEUX  TO  MADAME  DEC—. 

PAR  D  O  N  me»  Madam,  if  I  went 
*  away  without  molt  humbly 
taking  my  leave  of  you,  and  acknow* 
ledging  die  favours  with  which  yon 
honoured  me  during  ray  ftay  at  your 
houie.  I  write  to  my  fitter  to  per* 
form  tbeic  obligations  for  me,  my 
ieofe  of  which  no  words  can  exprefs. 
If  ever  I  obtain  m«rcy  in  the  (i^ht  of 
God,  you  fliall  not  ^e  forgot  in  my 
pmcrs. 

'  Knowing,  dirough  fatal  experience, 
this  life  to  be  fubjeft  to  nolhing  but 
jttflions  and  difappointments  i  and 
tally  ODOvinced  that  the  things  ofmoft 
importance,  to  which  we  facriflce  all 
that  is  dear  to  us,  are  in  the  fight  of 
God  J>iit  trifles,  often  hurtful  to  fal-^ 
vations  that  wcmuft  all  die,  and  one 
day  rmder  an  account  of  all  our  ac-* 
tioBSi  friehtened  at  my  disorderly 
Jife|  and  fearing  that,  if  X  entered 
sgatn  into  the  world,  1  might  relapfe 
mto  my  former  dangerous  habits,  I 
havetucen  arcfolution  of  quitting  it, 
and  reiinng  amongft  the  Capuchins, 
where  I  IhaTl  be  out  of  the  occafions 
of  fin«  I  have  long  refided  the  in* 
vviwipttltief  of  a  cdeftial  vt^caunn. 


to  quit  the  world »  God  has  at  length 
been  fo  gracious  to  determine  me,  bf 
ibewingto  methe  p;aping  jaws  of  doth, 
and  onlv  preftrving  me  from  it,  that 
I  might  nave  time  to  recoiled  myielf» 
and  to  atone  for  my  fins.  Excited  by 
this  mercy,  I  ty  where  he  calls,  and 
avoid  every  thing  that  may  Ihake  my 
lelblution.  I  recommend  to  ray  fitter 
the  innocent  ob)eft  of  my  paft  follies, 
that  (he  may  prevail  on  Jenny  to  for« 

fit  all  the  vexations  I  have  occafioned« 
take  you  to  be  that  good  and  genco 
rous  perfon  who  will,  I  flatter  myielfy 
aflift  her  in  it.  I  am.  Madam,  with 
refpeft,  your,  kc, 

*  Tub  ChevalieiiP*£lbievx/ 


This  letter  made  af  great  an  impref- 
fion  on  me  as  on  Madame  De  G-  », 
forcine  tears  from  me.  That  inttanc 
entered  Mifs  D'ElbieuK  like  a  mad  wo. 
man,  and  feeing  me,  laid  the  mofl  dif* 
agreeable  things  on  the  fnb^eA  of  her 
brother*s  retinng,  crying  out  I  was  the 
caufe  of  all  the  mitfortunet  of  her  fa* 
mily  {  but  that  ftie  would  be  revenged. 
Madame  De  G  checked  her,  by 

recalling  to  her  mind  her  brother's  inten* 
tions.  Thefe  moving  remonAranccs 
foftened  this  young  lady  $  flie  reflected 
a  while,  then  came  and  embraced  me, 
and  aflced  my  pardon,  excufing  her  vio* 
lence  by  the  lol's  of  a  brother  whom  Ai« 
adored.  I  received  thefe  excufes  with 
refpcA,  and  anfwered  in  the  civileft 
manner.  Candour  takes  all  the  world 
to  be  like'itfelf,  eliranged  as  it  is  from 
the  arts  of  diin mutation.  Not  long  af- 
ter, I  learned  by  experience,  that  when  a 
woman  has  once  taken  an  averfion  to  a 
per£bn,  flie  rarely  changes  her  mind. 

Mifs  D^Elbieux  was  the  firft  to  deHiv 
MadanM  De  G-*«*  to  keep  me  at  her 
houfe  till  I  Ihould  determine  l)gw  to  dif- 
pofe  of  myfclf.  That  lady,  as  well  as 
myfelf,  not  fufpe^^ing  her  black  defigns, 
placed  an  entire  confidence  in  the  friend*^ 
fliip  with  which  this  lady  feemcd  to  ho* 
nour  us.  She  left  us  two  days  after -to 
join  her  mother,  who  wrote  to  acquaint 
her  with  the  enlargement  of  the  Count 
D^Elbieux,  and  to  rejoice  with  her  on 
the  chevaHdt*s  recoveiy,  of  whofe  retreat 
they  had  not  yet  heard.  Mifs  D'E1<« 
bieux  gave  the  tendered  marks  of  her 
efteem  as  flie  got  into  her  chaife,  emt 
braced  me  moft  affeClionatcly  s  this  was 
the  laft  ki^s  {  received  from  heri  it  was 
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tiieforeninBer of  the  l^low  ike  wat  going 
teftrikc.  • 

Two  dayj  after  her  deptttnre  Ma* 
janse  De  G  received  a  letter  from 
iier»  in  which  I  was  not  forgot,  but 
earneftly  reilcommended :  this  new  kind- 
tef$  efiaced  all  remembrance  of  her  for** 
iner  proceedings. 

I  received  the  next  morning  much 
Ibdre  acceptable  letters  j  Dubois  was  the 
bearer;  it  was  one  continued  fbies  Of 
the  warmeft  feotiinencs:  that  faithfCil 
lover,  the  marquis,  acquainted  me  that 
be  was  then  iii  Lorrain ;  that  he  mifled 
tieing  taken  only  by  two  days ;  that  they 

fsive  him  hopes  of  returning  (hortly  to 
arts,  but  tnis  news  was  no  otherwife 
agreeable  to  him,  than  as  he  expelled 
to  fee  nAe  there ;  after  this  he  commu- 
nicated to  me  a  letter  of  his  iatbei's, 
wheiein  he  en^ges  hinx  to  take  a  tour 
into  Germany,  in  order  to  forget,  as 
'  lie  termed  it,  his  late  adventures.  There 
was  not  any  fort  of  mention  made  of  me, 
whieh  difturbed  ray  lover,  as  he  obfenr- 
ed  to  me,  confidering  his  f^thefscha- 
rader,  of  whom  he  had  a  great  miftmft* 
He  entreated  me  to  give  lum  a  full  de- 
tail of  my  prefent  fituation,  deiiring  me 
at  the  fame  time  not  to  afflift  myfelf, 
and  that  not  only  my  intereft  but  my 
tranquillity  ihould  be  the  conftant  ob- 
jeA  of  all  his  care  and  attention. 

Theie  were  joyful  tidings  to  me,  and 
a  ceiTation  of  my  troubles  enfued.  It  is 
natural  for  thole  who  are  accuftomed  to 
affli£^ion  to  f^ze  tlie  firft  interval,  and 
fmalieft  glipfe  of  hope,  to  folace  them- 
felves,  moved  by  me  lepugnance  the 
tveaknefs  of  human  nature  has  to  fuf- 
fering.  I  wrote  the  marcjtiis  a  long 
Jetter,  and  told  him  every  thing  that  had 
happened  to  me.  Dubois  aSured  m^ 
he  would  have  my  letter  in  two  days, 
and  that  he  expected  it  with  the  utmoft 
impatience,  tired  to  death,  although 
they  ufed  their  endeavoiu-s  in  the  town 
where  be  was  to  amufe  him  agreeably* 
A  fecret  inquietude,  which  got  die  bet- 
ter of  me,  made  me  ouelKon  the  vaht  de 
chambre  upon  what  he  had  let  drop :  he 
told  me  the  town  where  the  marquis 
reftded  was  full  of  beautiful  women, 
a  great  number  of  whom  thought  the 
jnarquis  a  pretty  gentleman.  I  cannot 
rightly  fay  if  it  was  jealoufy,  or  too 
much  nicenefs  j  I  certainly  had  a  mind 
Dubois  fliould  defcribe  thefe  handforae 
JLorrainers,  whofe  beauty  he  had  ex- 
loUed«    I  made  htm  ilt  down  while  i 


was  at  my  tmlefte;  and  he  gave  me  ibi 

foUowii^  account. 
<  They  caiU  the  town^.%s  he,  <  wh»tl 
we  are  at  prefent,  rontk'  MaufSan^ 
fituated  in  a  delightful  country,  ao«i 
where,  as  is  ufual  in  ^ttoft  other  towns^ 
there  is  no  regret  loi'  tfene  pieaAires'  off 
Parish  the  quality  are  extremely  po- 
lite, and  the  town's  people  m%hcv  af- 
fable.   The  eafy  behaviour  ot  this 
vromcn  and  their  appearance  it  as  gen- 
teel at  at  Paris.    Amobgft  ittok  whtf 
diftinguiOi  themieives  by  their  beantjf^ 
and  carriage,  .1  will  name  you  Msf- 
dame  De  Gomfoarvault :  ihe  has  light- 
coloured  hair,  and  is  extreneiytairv 
with  a  fweetnefs  of  temper  exceeding- 
ly captivating.    Her  buibaiid  is  cap^- 
tain  of  his  royal  highneft*s  ff\^ard^^ 
and  acquits  himfelf  well  in  dtSng  tbie 
honours  of  his  honfe.    The  marquEia 
has  dined  there  as  well  asr  at  Madame 
La  Bacone  D^  Atel,  a  brown  beauty  of 
lively  and  elevated  paru.    Her  haf-^ 
band  is  chamberlain  to  the  priswe, 
^ho  unites  a  gnoit  ihare  of  probity 
with  an  inclination  he  has  of  obliginE^ 
all-  foreigners  of  diftin^ion  who  ar- 
rive in  that  town.    He  is  extremely 
curious  in  his  bookt,  and  the  mar- 
quis has  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to 
at  (atitfied  with  this  gentleman's  be- 
hajFiour.    The  third  family,  where  he* 
is  alfo  perfectly  well  received,  is  that 
bf  Madame  La  Prefidente  de  Lan- 
dres:  this  is  a  very  amiable  ladv» 
and  fpends  her  eftate  very  elegantty 
and  chearfully  $  (he  is  always  one  of 
the  firft  to  promote  jjleafure  and  mirth* 
Her  hulband,  President  of  Vitry  le 
Frangoife,  is  one  of  the  raoft  accom" 
pliflied  gentlemen  I  know. 
*  They  are  very  agreeable  people  at 
^he  provoft's  of  the  town  }  hie  wife  is 
fond  of  dancing,   for  which  realbn 
there  are  frequent  balls  at  her  houle. 
She  has  two  very  handfome  daugh- 
ters s  the  eideft  is  married  to  an  ex- 
empt of  the  guards,  whofe  name  it 
Saint  Val,  a  great  mufician,  and  a  per** 
fe6^  mailer  of  the  viol :   there  it  buff 
one  thing  laid  to  his  charge,'  that  is, 
he  is  jealous  i  but  he  is  to  befiDrgi9cn 
for  it,  becaufe  his  wife  is  of  a  turn  ta 
infpire  love*    As  the  marquit  it  fre- 
quently at  his  hoofe,  on  aocowit  of  the 
jfnufick,  of  which  he  is  paillenalieiy' 
fond,  people  take  it  into  their  heads  hiW 
has  a  faney  for  the  young  wife.* 
Daboia  was.going  ^on^  wh^  IiatBK^- 
rupted 
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fftopted  him :  k  fiid^m  uncailnefft  feiaed 
ne^  and  I  thom^lit  be  concealed  ibme-' 
tUag.  *  You  pafs  Tcry  flightJf  ,*  (aid 
I»  <  over  Madame  £>e  Saint  Val  |  tell 
'  me  linGtrely,  »1:  your  mailer^  to  pifs 

*  avajT  the  time,  never  makes  love  to 

*  her?*— •  Ah  !  ah!*  cried  Dubois fmi* 
lingy  *  I  believe  Mifs,  God  forgive  me^ 
■  you  are  jealous/—*  Who,  1 1  not  at 

*  ait»*  £ud  I  bliJibing ;  *  it  would  very 
*■  ill  become  me,  nor  do  I  prefume  to 

*  controiil  the  marquis.*  I  pronounced 
tbcfe  words  with  tears  in  my  cyes^ 
quickly  turning  myfelf  away.  Ou« 
bots^  who  perceived  it,  and  was  very 
jottch  devoted  to  me,  knowing  the  fecret 
iDtentioBS  of  his  mafter,  and  now  much 
it  would  diff^eafe  him  Oiould  he  give 
me  the  kaft  diJ'quiet,  eafcd  me  of  my  a* 
iarma,  which  I  had  not  power  to  hide 
fnm  hotty  by  giving  me  an  exaA  detail 
of  the  life  his  nmlter  led.  As  he  faw  this 
^ipea^d  me,  he  refumed  his  dilcourfe^ 
and  told  me  a  number  of  pretty  a  Jven. 
tores  that  had  happened  at  Pont  a 
Mouffon^  which  may  find  a  phcc  per- 
haps  in  th^  courfe  of  thc(e  Memoirs^ 

We  vrere  in  one  of  the  moft  pteafant 
of  them,  cauled  by  jealoufy,  at  which  I 
was  laughing  very  heartily^  when  Ma- 
dame De  G*  came  and  intenupted 
us:  flie  gave  Dubois  a  letttr  foe  hie 
DoAer,  who  ^Iraited  for  nothing  but  his 
diipatdiA  He  took  leave  of  us»  and  went 
away  poll. 

if  felt  a  vail:  confolatton  in  having 
wrote  Co  the  marqtris ;  it  was  the  firit 
ktter  be  received  from  me  wherein  the 
ientimeiits  of  my  heart  were  clearly  ex- 
^efledt  Nothing  gives  greater  relief 
thaa  the  unbofoming  one*s  fell,  efpa- 
cially  when  ovte  is  not  fo  much  confined 
to  the  fonns  of  decorum  and  modcfty. 
1  never  ifaould  hai'e  been  able  to  hare  ' 
faid  Co-  much  by  word  of  moOth,  'as  I 
ventured  to  do  by  roy  pen.  He  has  iinse 
owned  to  ore,  my  letter  ovei whelmed 
him  with  joy.  2  imagine,  from,  my  own 
sxpcrience,  vrhen  love  is  built  on  eOeem 
and  virtue,  that  the  fwevts  it  arfprds 
ibrpofo  a  hiindred  times  thofe  that  arile 
from  a  hurry  of  the  paffions  |  at  lea  ft  I 
hsite  heard  fo  from  thole  who  have 
Iflowttboth.  Buttoretoro,  Eveiy  bo- 
dy has  hia  tailse,  and  I  think  that  ought 
^otcobedifpated; 

la  the  mean  time,  as  I  grew  up,  my 
Xfealbn  augnumtcd  with  my  years }  this 
fomiibed  me  with  a  ftcadinefs  which 
iopported  mc  agaitt&  the  droa^ui  ap? 


frrehenlEons  of  wfatc  was  to  cone* 
Madanse  Pe  G^^a^— ,  who  bad  a  great 
deal  of  wit  and  knowledge  of  'the 
world,  gate  a  polite  turn  to  roy  educa'* 
tioni  the  fincere  attachment  flie  per- 
ceived I  had  to  her,  fo  prepoAe^  her 
in  my  favour«  that  Ibc  v^ould  pafs  whol« 
days  in  my  company.  Thefc  frequent 
converfations  bad  cleared  up  my  under«^ 
flandiflg:  without  living  in  thA  world,  I 
had  learned  all  it's  wavs  from  the  va- 
rious hillories  (he  had  placed  before  my 
eyesi  and  the  daily  trsofaflions  thai 
palled.  When  I  was  abne,  I  eaumined 
with  care  all  that  had  beni  laid,  and 
,  had  penetration  -  enough  to  draw  this 
conclttlion  in  general,  tliat  each  feafon 
of  our  lives  draws  after  it  it*s  neceHiu-y 
dependencies )  from  hence  I  was  per- 
fuadedi  tua^  in  a  liicctdioo  of  things 
life  paii'es  away,  and  that  prelcnt  evils 
are  to  be  fupported  by  the  confideratioa 
that  they  either  give  way  to,  or  ajie  re« 
lieved  by  frefti  events  that  make  us  for* 
get  the  pali:  in  line,  upon  thele  prin- 
ciples I  drove  on  the  time,  if  I  may  he 
allowed  the  exprefllon,  in  hopes  that 
fooner  or  later  I  fhould  accomplifli 
what  J  defired ;  and  this  end,  this  pointy 
I  will  own  it  without  a  bloih,  was  ta 
fee  myfelfDne  day  united  to  my  lover. 
I  will  not  venture  to  fay,  that  people 
have  a  prefcience  of  what  is  to  hapiieiT 
to  them  :  as  a  woman,  it  is  not  allowed 
me  to  difcufs  the  point,  nor  would  my 
fentiment  be  of  any  weighty  all  I  know 
for  certain  is,  that  having  liaid  pretty 
late  one  night  with  Madame  De  G  » 
I  went  to  my  chamber  extremiy  uneafy, 
which  was  not  ulual  i  I  bad  all  the  dif- 
iiculty  imaginable  in  going  to  bedf 
though  tliis  was  icarce  ever  the  cafe. 
Not  knowing  how  to  account  for  my ' 
want  of  ileep,  1  btrgan  to  read  the  mar- 
quis's letters,  hcptng  that  might  foothe 
me ;  but  whetlier  that  they  brought  my 
afflictions  frelli  to  roy  memory,  or  that 
the  Ityle  of  a  lover  is  nq  promoter  to  ileep 
in  young  people,  J  was  not  able  to  dole 
my  eyes :  however,  I  put  out  my  can- 
dle, and  went  to  bed 4  The  crowing  of 
the  cocks,  who  proclaimed  the  approach 
of  day,  made  me  wiih  .for  fomc  rcft{ 
but,  vain  attempt  \  it  was  to  no  purpoie 
to  Ihut  my  eyes,  or  change  my  pofture^ 
I  was  no  iboner  fettled  on  one  nde,  but 
I  tolFcd  to  the  other:  thefe  perpetual 
agitations  tormented  me  to  that  degree* 
that  J  refolv^  to  rife  snd  light  my  can- 
dle^  in  fhortf  Xwas  juftjgetting  up,  when 
M  Iheac4 
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I  beard  a  knock  it  mj  door.  I  iburtcd 
up  dirough  fright;  it  wat  then  but 
dawn  of  day,  and  they  were  never  ufed 
to  difturb  me  at  that  hour*  My  door  wat 
ftroD^^  bolted  1  for  ever  lince  the.defii^ 
tf  tiucing  me  iway,  I  wat  very  exaA  m 
thefe  precaulioAs :  however,  they  redov- 
bled  their  blows.  I  afked  in  a  fearful 
voice  what  they  wanted  $  it  was  Ma* 
Jtamt  De  G-  ■'  that  nnCwatd,  and  bid 
me  open  die  door,  but  in  fuch  a  tone 
that  chilled  my  blood  i  I  thought  ihe 
wat  not  alone,  and  thata^nan  wat  talk« 
tng  wtdi  her.  I  fnatched  up  my  gown 
,  }n  my  arms,  and  the  door  bong  opened, 
I  faw  a  gentleman  enter,  accompanied  by 
Madame  De  G— -:  his  mouth  wat 
opened  to  fpeak;  but  after  having  fixed 
bit  eyes  on  me,  he  turned  them  toward t 
■jjr  prote6lPcft.  *  Truly,  Madam,* 
cned  be,  *  I  did  Uot  think  to  difturb  fo 

*  pretty  a  lady ;  I  am  no  lonser  fur- 

*  prized  at  the  apprehenfiont  Monfieur 

*  Le  Marquis  De  L.  V.  is  under :  the 
<  cunning  and  intrigue  of  this  lovely 

*  girl  mav  chance  fo  coft  his  Ton  many 
'  a  jaunt.  During  thisdifcourfe,  Ma- 
dame De  G»  had  flung  herfelf  upon 
vny  bed,  where  I  lay  in  a  terrible  fright. 

*  Ah,  Jenny!  how  unhappy  am  I,' 
faid  ihe  to  me,  *  to  have  Known  you 

*  now,  and  to  lofe  you  fo  foon !'  This 
difcourfe  overwhelmed  my  agonizing 
foul.    *  Juft  Heaven  V  cried  I,  in  tears, 

*  what  is  it  you  (ay  to  me,  Madam  ? 

*  Ah  i    I  will  never  leave  you,    I  will 

*  fooner  die!*  and  threw  myfelf  into 
lier  arms*  The  ftranger,  drawing  near 
in  a  polite  manner}  *  I  .am  mortified, 
"^  my  charming  young  lady,*  faid  he, 

*  to-  give  you  this  trouble )  and  much 
^  more  for  the  ordtrs  I  have  for  an  ar- 
^  reft.  You  will  find,  neverthelefs, 
^^with  the  help  of  that  underftanding 

*  this  lady  fays  you  poflefs,  and  of 
*-  which  I  make  Uo  doubt,  fome  reafon 
'  nottobedejefted.  Monfieur  Le  Mar- 

*  quis,  on  obtaining  a  Uttre  dt  t^th* 

*  //  to  put  you  into  a  itonaftery,  ought 
.  *  to  have  made  ufe  of  thofe  perfons  who 

*  are  appointed  for  that  purpole  \  but 
«  te  intrufted  me  with  his  defign  aihd 

*  his  motives »  a  fecret  inclination  made 

*  me  defre  this  commiflion,  more  out 
•  *  of  curiofity,  I  own  to  you,  than  any 

*  defi^  of  difpleafing  you.   I  will  add 

*  a  third  motive,  and  I  will  not  diliem- 
<  ble  before  this  lady,  being  thorough^ 

*  ly  convinced,  from  the  fi'iendihip  Ihe 
'  <  profiifiet  for  yt»f  thit  Ae  aay  b« 


^  trufted,:  I  an  »  friend  andlnimbto 

<  fervantof  mycouiin,  youv  lover.  Not« 

*  withftanding  hit  relbre,  and  bft  want 

*  of  confidence  in  me^  I  knew  the  wholt 

*  aiiair  at  (bon  at  it  broke  out;  and  as 
'  I  underftoodthe  intentiont  of  the  mar- 

*  Quit  hit  father,  pretended  to  approve 

*  tnem,  to  be  able  the  better  to  manage 

*  fats  refentment.    So  that,  Mift,-  you 
*'  vrill  have  nothing  to  fear :  all  the  hurt 

*  you  will  hare,  is  to  be  feparated  from 
'  Madame  DeG— — }  and  mudi  hap* 

e'    ler  days  will  obliterate  the  renieni«> 
rahce  of  theprefent.  I  muft  confefs, 

*  your  tears  and  condition  greatly  move 

<  me ;  and  I  would  not  for  the  world 
'  have  entered  lb  far  into  this  affair.*- 

Monfieur  De  Saint  Fal  (that  wat  the 
ftranger*s  name)  (ighed  when  he  (jpoke  . 
thefe  virords.    Madame  De  G  en- 

deavoured, from  the  concern  he  lliewed, 
to  engage  him  to  return  without  me  | 
and  to  fay,  for  hit  excufe,  that  I  had 
made  my  efcape  two  dayt  before  hit 
arriTal.  <  It  it  not  praAicable,  Ma* 
dam,*  replied  he;  *  my  uncle  knowt 
perfeAly  well  that  Mifs  is  here  at  your 
tioufe :  a  peribn  you  know,  whom  I 
muft  not  name,  hat  a  fpy  in  pav  here 
at  this  time }  who,  in  cafe  Mademoi* 
Telle  had  gone  from  your  houfe,  was 
to  have  followed  her,  and  informed- 
where  fhe  went.— You  fee,  ladies,  i 
fpoik  fincerelyi  you  cannot  be  long 
in  juddng  from  vHience  the  blovr 
comet.  -^'  Ah,  the  wicked  creature!* 
ried  I,  « it  it  the  falfe  Mifs  D*£)bieux^ 
who  careflS*d  me  at  the  time  ihe  vvat  con- 
triving  my  ruin.  Madame  de  G  --y 
who  wat  not  fo  nearly  concerned  at  I, 
had  no  fufpicion  of  her.  Upon  what  I 
faid  ihe  turned  her  eyet  towardt  M.  De 
Saint  Fal }  one  glance  of  his  convinced  - 
her  of  the  mifchievoufnefs  of  this  wretch . 
Shrujgging  up  her  ihoulders,  ihe  took 
me  in  her  arms,  protefting  (he  never 
would  abandon  me.    <  I  cannot  oppole 

<  the  king*s  orders,*  faid  ihe  j  <  nothing 

<  left  ihottld  tear  yon  from  my  arms. 

<  The  letter  your  lovcr*t  father  writes 

<  it  filled  with  apologiet,  for  the  vie- 

*  lence  which  he  it  obliged  to  uie,  to 

<  prevent,  be  fkyt,  £ltal  coniequenceet 

*  It  it  iiv  eoAfideratioii  to  me,*  con- 
tinued ihe,  <  that  he  hat  fetit  hit  iie* 

<  phew,  inftead  of  an  exempt,  know- 

<  mg;  fajrt  he,  how  much  I  eftetm  you» 

<  On-  tkt  account,  he  aiTuret  me  you 

<  ihall  be  treated  with  the  utmoft  ua* 
^  tcraeCi*    Whenfoce,  my  dear  git  1^ 
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'  tsJBt  conng^  (vbniit  to  neocffity^  and 

*  bcbsveyofirfelf  always  with  prudence; 

*  God  wUl  bleft  you*  and  will  make 

*  you  triumph  Ofrer  fortone,  and  all 

a  &ga  CO  Monlieiir  De  Saint  Fal  tp 
Rtsre  far  a  nMNBent.  And  this  charm^ 
ing  ^iB^t  to  animate  me,  took  the 
noft  dfaftaal  way,  hy  telling  me  that 
k  w»  mi  the  like  oecaiioDa  I  ou^t  lo 
BSBileft  myielf  worthy  of  the  lenti- 
iButa  the  marquis  hid  for  me^^aad 
ihew  an  ekvatiott  of  mind  above  my 
birthi  which  w«Hild  refieft  a  confufion 
ooNaHireand  Foitone,  for  hairing  been 
Biiiaken  in  bringing  me  into  the  world  t 

*  bdides,  Jenny,  confider*  the  more  you 
f  SaSa  the  more  you  will  endear  your- 
'  61f  to  your  lover.  I^  fay  no  mora) 
^  yov  underftmid  me:    we  muft  wait 

*  God's  pieafure  toaccomfdifli  the  reft/ 
l>is  exhortation  made  an  impiefioB  $ 

1  found  it  ecmformable  to  what  palled 
a  my  own  breaft.  *  Yes,*  lays  I,  get- 
ting  op  and  preparing  to  depart  |  <  the 

*  Biarouis  ihall  acknowledge  this  hai^ 
<  fice  I  make  him/  J  ftifled  my  tears, 
sad  iaunediately  refumed  a  icrene  coun- 
Imaoee.  1  appeared  quite  another  per- 
(bo  to  Monfiedr  I>e  SaintFal^who  entered 
amoaentaftert  he  was  furprized  and 
dttdned  to  &e  it.  I  behared  with  all 
the  chrilitiea  his  age  and  rank  required, 
acquainting  him,  I  was  ready  to  obey 
fitt  orders  he  bore ;  beiecching  him  to 
sftnr  M»  Le  Marquis  at  his  inum,  that 
}  had  a  rcf^cSt  for  erery  thing  that  came 
from  him,  his  Severity  not  eaccepted. 
M.  Oe  Saint  Fal  icveral  times  applauded 
Diy  good  lenie  and  mlblutioD.  When 
all  was  xeadyi  I  embraoed  my  much 
lovad  pnCeArefs  with  the  greateft  food- 
aefs:  it  waa  in  vain  to  pittend  to  le- 
fnia )  this  farewel  was  intended  withmy 
fan,  and  I  had  the  iame  moofs  of  her 
fioccrity.  In  giving  me '  the  iaft  adieu, 
iie  Hid  her  purfe  into  my  hand)  without 
the  counts  peroeiTing  at.  As  I  was 
eetdng  into  the  €ha&,  poor  Chriftiaa 
hioke  Out  into  loud  lameatatioos* 

While  we  were  on  the  ipad,  whieh 
ms  two  days  longer  than  neeellary,  fot 
a  italon  I  fliall  mention  hemafter,  M. 
Dr  Saint  Fal  l)diafed  with  as  much  it-  ^ 
^eft  and  complaifance  as  if!  had  been 
a  pcrfim  of  the  greateft  quality.  Imuft 
mepli  indeed,  the  lirft  day,  whseb 
feeged  no  ncty  fiinraitnd>le  omen  of  what 
was  tocdClie«  1:hey  had  leprefintttd  me  to 
himmfu^li  »  gHiiwM lij|ht|  tliat  h« 


concluded,  as  I  had  no  edneati^ii,  he 
ftiould  have  an  cafy  coaquj^»  a^d  iium 
thence  afiumed  a  uery  Cuniliar  air ;  but 
was  much  fturpcixed  to  ftnd  himfii&f  taken 
up  with  a  reiblution  and  politenefi  be 
little  espc&ed.  In  order  to  tatimidaie 
me,  he  let  out  with  making  me  fenfibk 
of  the  power  with  which  he  was  vefind, 
and  the  great  diftanoe  Fortune  had  put 
bctwmn  us.  Under  a  pieteaca  of  cii^* 
ing  advice  to  mevent  my  being  mi£ra* 
ble  the  reft  of  my  days,  he  couaftUed 
.me,  as  a  friend*  to  abate  (bmethiog  of 
my  haughtinels,  and  fiiit  my  bdiaviour 
to  my  rank  |  the  moft  natural  method, 
as  he  fraidcly  owned,  I  could  poffibfy 
take.  To  make  this  notable  harangqe 
the  more  pathatick»  my  charms,,  and  the 
efieftthey  had  on  him,  were  not  forgoti 
.to  iay  nothing  of  thole  fiuniliar  appel- 
>tkins  of  Dtar  cbiU,  pntty  ^rl^  te. 
.  he-  added,  how  mat  a  pity  it  would 
be,  for  one  ib-handfinne  and  genteel 
to  be  buried  sdive  \  hinting,  from  ume 
to  time,  that  no  favour  was  to  be  ex- 
pcfted  from  the  old  marquis,  who,  as 
fit.  Pal  confefled,  waa  much  incenied 
againft  me  |  and|  confequently,  if  I  was 
once  fecured  in  the  place  his  orders  di- 
refted,  I  muft  bid  an  etemd  adieu  to 
the  j^eafures  of  life)  for  that,  either  by 
fair  or  other  means,  I  fiiould  be  com* 
pelled  to  become  a  nun.  From  threats, 
he  made  an  artful  traniition  to  motives 
of  a  more  aJlliring  nature,  inviting  me 
to  accept  of  and  comply  with  his  paf- 
fion ;  and  as  he  fuppofed  I  could  not 
re^le  him,  he  aiTvred  me,  that  not  only 
he  would  fecure  me  from  falling  into 
tlie  hands  of  the  old  marquis,  but  even 
make  mCsperfefUy  happy. 

Without  vouchiaJiiig  'any  anlwer  to 
fuch  propoikis,  I  wSy  defined,  with 
an  air  which  put  him  out  of  counte^ 
nance,  that  he  would  not  trouble  npc 
with  any  more  dilcourre  of  Atcb  a  na«- 
tttie,  but  content  himielf  with  execut* 
ing  the  commiilioTi  he  had  undertaken'; 
for  that  he  might. be  afl^red,  neither  the 
mis^rtunes  with  which  I  was-4hreat- 
ened,  nor  the  deiuding  bait&  ict  beibre 
me,  ihould  ever  prevail  upon  me  to  de- 
viate from  the  plan' 1  had  laid  down,  of 
a  fteady  adhemnce  to  the  principles  of 
virtue  and  honour.  The  count  rntried 
me  upon  the  oddnefs  of  my  behaviour, 
as  he  was  pleafed  to  term  it  \  difplayed, 
though  to  no  purpofe,  a  moie  modiOi 
fyftem  of  morality  I  and  feveral  times 
ieemed  inclined  to  be  very  free  with  me. 
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'I  bad  the  addreiii,  in  a  polite  manper» 
to  defeat  ^is  attacks,  and  make  h\ij% 
.ienfiblie  how  .unyirorthy  a  part  lie, a6Ved 
for  a  weli^Wd  man,  in  endeavouring, 
by  the  power  and  authority  chance  J^ad 
put  into  his  hands,  to  iedi^ce  a  yoMOg 
civature,  left  without  aiiy  defence  iMit 
.^hat  kcr  tears  and  weaknefii  could  af- 
ford. I  made  it  a  point  wherein  worth 
and  lioAour  were  highly  interefted,  and 
touched  him  nicely  concerning  the  rank 
and  behaviour  ef  a  man  of  quality.  In  ^ 
jSne,  virtue  fupplied  me  with  fo  much 
eloquence  on  tne  occafion,  that  this 
young  nol^leman,  dangerous  as  ht  wa^, 
iind  who  that  very  evening  eould  not 
prevail  on  himfejf  coleave  my  hed-Ghara^ 
ber,  at  laft  retired  covered  vith  confa- 
fiopt   U>r  having  drawn  upon  himfelf 

-  fo  many  remonftrances,  the  foliditv  of 
which  he  could  not  but  acknowled^i 
begging  of  aae  to  forget  the  vexation 
he  had  occafioned,  for  which  he  pro- 

-  tniled  to  make  an  ample  fatisfaf^ion  by 
a  far  different  conduA  for  the  future. 
I  accepted  of  bis  excufes  in  a  prof>er 
manner,  and  went  to  bed  cruelly  dif- 

■  turbed,  as  well  with  what  had  hap- 
pened, as  what  was  ftill  to  come. 

The  next  day  Saint  Fal  rhaneed  bis 
battery:  quitft  another  man;  behaving 

•with  aU  the  politeneis  imaginable,  in 
which  1  thotight  proper  not  oe  behind- 
hand. He  took  up  feveiral  amufing  Tub- 
tefts,  to  divert  me,  as  he  faid,  on  iny 
fourney.    His  converfation-  was  eafy, 

'  and  plainly  (hewed  (le  bad  ieen  a  great 
deal  of  the  world,  and  did  not  Want 
wit.  He  was  furprized  fo  find  I  had 
fome  (hare  of  it  myfelf,  looking  upon 
kne  in  the  m-AJn  as  a  mere  eountry  girl  t 
but  he  ought  to  have  known,  that  no- 
thing is  more  ap<  to  take  a  right  tuniy 
than  a  younjr  pedbn^wbb  h;^  the  hap- 
pinefr  to  fall  tnto  proper  hands.  Befides, 
my  misfdrttincs  had  enlightened  my  un- 

-  derftandihg,  and  taught  me  to  make 
proper  ];ip££Uons ;  to'  fay  nothing  of 
the  fricndOiip  with  which  Madame  De 
G  ■  ■  bad  honoured  me  ; '  a  lady  of 
nobk  fetttiments,  and  exceedingly  well 
bred,  and  ^Ho  had  tak^  a  pl^'ure  in^ 
forming  me.  So  tl^at  i  entirely  poUeflfcd 
Myfelf,  whatever' was  tte  fubjeA  of  the 
conver^tion.  A  thoroi^gh  knowledge 
bf  the  world,  it  is  true,  can  only  be  ae- 
Squiried  by  exp^rienc^  ^  but  where  there 
is  a  tolerable  capacity,  and  a  defire  of 
being  inftru6bed,  in  a  little  time  a  con*' 
udcrabic  pnogrefs  may  be  made* 


Pan  of  the  third  day  paffed  without 
a  word  from  the  count ;  he  viewed  ma 
frequently  with  a  kind  of  fatisfaf^ion, 
which  ptten  epded  wjtl;  a  figh :    this 
behaviour  very  much  alarmed  me,  left 
'be  fl)ould  fall  in  love,  and  prove  an« 
Otber  Chevalier  D-Elbieux.     I  turned 
pale  at  the  very  thought,. alcme  as  I  was, 
no  friend  near,  and  abandoned  by«  the 
whole  world.  Sometrmes  I  had  thoughts 
of  endeavouring  to  make  my  efcape. 
'  But  whither  ihouUi  I  go  ?     What  part 
of  the  country  was  I  in  ?     A  powerful 
family,  in  whofe  bands  I  was,  violently 
incenli^  agaiirft  me  {  beiides,  with  (hame 
I  own  it,  I  no  longer  had  the  courage  I 
was  formerly  poiTefled  of ;  I  was  grown 
^weak  and  tender  by  being  bred  a  fine 
ladyr  and  Had  loft  that  iH^ughnefs  which 
boldly  faces  any  danger :  a  thoufan4 
apprehenfions  concurred  to  alarm  me, 
and  made  Aich  an  imprcfTion,  that  the 
count  plainly  perceived  it.     *  Have  you 
<  a  mind  to  (top,    Jenny  V    faid   the 
ount;  *  by  your  coui)tenance '  I  am 
afraid  you  are  ill.    Does  the  journey 
fatigue  you  too  much  ?     You   feen^ 
buried  in  thought,  and  under  fome 
unealinefs :  I  hope  you  do  not  remcin- 
ber  v^hat  paffed  when  I  bad  the  mis- 
fortune to  inpur  yqur  difpleafure.  Let 
me  intreat  it  as  a  favour,   that  you 
deal  fincerely  with  one  who  is  ready 
to  do  every  thing  that  can  poffibly 
contribute  to  make  you  eafy,  and  will 
feek  all  occafions  or  nia^rng  amends 
for  the  aiffronts  he  oiFerecIf  led  into  a 
iniAake  by  an  unjuft  prejudice,  which 
the  knowledge  of  your'diftingui(hed 
merit  has  entirely  banilhed.^ 
^  This  apology,   the  cruel  refle6liona 
which  then  perplexed  me,   the  appre^ 
henfion  of  what  was  to  come,  the  new 
convent,   indeed,   with    whith    I   was 
threatened,  all  put  together,  melted  roe 
into  tears.    *  Tb's  is  grouch,*  cried 
the  Count  De  Saint  Kal,  moved  at  my 
i:onditioh:  *  your  grief  overwhelms  rocs 
^  I  eannd  bear  rt  any  longer  1   'Not* 
f  withftanding  a  thoufaikd  reafons  for 
'f.ibe  contrary,  a  prevaifing  motive  at • 
f  taches  me,  Mifs,  to  your  intereft  j  fo 

*  far  even  as  not  to  comply  with  the  in- 
f  juuAions  which  firil  brought  us  ac- 

.*  quaint ed.  i  cannot  be  fovoidof  coip^ 

<  pailion  as  to*  execute  my  commiifion'^ 

<  whicb^  from  what  I  laid  the  other  day » 

*  I  eafily  guefs  has  given  you  this  di- 

*  fhirbancrt  but  make  yoorielf  eafy  | 
f  whatqye^  xosf  be  expadtdl  fropi  me, 

"  *■'■■.  «  lean** 
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2nd  that—  *  po  tf  you  tjet  Wd/ 
cried  the  county  ioterrupting  him,  *  and 
y  kM9e  the  reft  to  om/  Accordingly  the 
fenranl  retired,  and  we  (qpn  ^^ick  gut 
of  the  great  road. 

Tbw  coQii|)er*order  furprii;cd  me ;  bnfy 
lp  ipeak  the  mithy  gave  me  no  masnefr 
of  vneafineia ;  the  place  he  iQei^tJoned, 
I  knew  to  be  the  king*s  reiidemc,  y^tikh 
naturally  recalled  the  dear  remembrapce^ 
fo  interring  and  fo  remarkable,  of  jpdj 
meeting  his  roajefty  at  Fontainebleatu 
the  accident  which  affosdcd  me  the  £rft 
knowledge  of  m^  lover.  Afl^edwith 
theie  ideas,  my  imagination  difpatched 
a  great  deal  in  a  littje  time»  uniting  fe^ 
▼eral  things  with  much  vivacity.  The 
place  whne  I  was  going  was  to  be  the 
abode,  of  the  raarqats,  and  thither  he 
might  very  poflibly  foon  return*  Thefe 
eDdcaring  reflections  quickly  dii)ielied 
the  louring  clouds  my  preient  fituation 
had  gathered.  How  eaiily  do  lovers - 
revive !  The  heart  catches  eagerly  at  the 
moft  remote  hopes  that  have  any  con> 
nedion  with  the  objeft  beloved.  The 
count  was  too  quick -fighted  not  to  dif- 
cover  this  alteration,  but  was  far  from 
attributing  it  to  the  true  cauie.  He 
imagined  Jt  was  only  owing  to  bit  pitK 
mife  of  not  confining  me  in  atnooaftery. 
Upon  this  he*wpeated  it,  and  added,  I 
fhould  be  entirely  my  own  miftreft,  and 
be  convinced  by  experience,  that  though 
he  ihould  not  be  fo  happy  as  to  ^in  my 
efteem,  he  would  at  lea  ft  merit  it  by  his 
jljervices  and  complailiince, 

I  was  on  the  point  of  returning  a  po- 
lite ixnfwer  to  tlieie  freih  alTurances  of 
his  favourable  difpofition  in  my  regard, 
when  entering  the  village  where  we  were 
to  dine,  we  law  a  crowd  of  people  j;a- 
thered  about  a  young  female  pilgnm, 
.carrying,  or  rather  draggbg,  an  enor- 
mous  jcrofs.  *  Good  God  J*  cried  I, 
f  hoV  I  pity  that  young  creature,  and 

*  commilci-ate  her  unhappy  condition ! 
<  Cannot  you  inform  otie,*  (aid  I  to  the 
landlady,  aa  I  was  getting  out  of  the 
cbaife,  *  what  ean  be  the  ftri^  obliga« 

*  xiffn  (his  pilgrim  muft  be  under  to 

*  travel  i^hus  r«-'  It  is  whit  nobody  ^ 

*  can  account  for,*  replied  the  pcribn  I 
fpoke  .to  s  '  all  i  know  of  ike  matter  is, 

*  that  feveral  of  the  inhabitants  having 
N*  given  hirr  charity,   ike  immediately 

*  dirtribnted  it  to  the  poor  about  her, 
. '  which  ocealioned  the  acclamations  you 

*  ftill  hear,. and  (hews  (he  is  no  orduia- 

*  ry  perfon.    My  huiband  had  the  fame 
'      <  curiofity. 


f  1  caanoc  bear  tp  do  any  thing  which 

*  forces  teais  iromdse£neft  eyes  I  ever 

*  beheld.  You  fliall  be  convinced  how 
/  great  an  tfftSt  your  charms  have  on 

<  all  thoCe  who  approaj:h  you :  do  not 

<  hhilk  at  the  acknowledgment  I  make* 

*  it  pleads  an  jeatcufe  for  my  couiin*s 

*  paffion,  who(e  happinefs  I  envy,  and 
^  ptofeis  myiclf  his  rival ;  but  be  af- 
}  fuied,  I  wil^  not  in  the  Jeaft  employ 
'  the  opportunity  Fortune  has  put  into 
'  ay  hands,  either  to  diminifti  your  >p- 
'  cliaarions  for  the  marquis,  much  ]rfs 

*  to  cooftrain  you  to  make  any  return 
'  for  the  vivacity  of  thofe  fentimcnts 
.'  with  which  yoo  have  infpired  ;fit,  Voo 
'  figh,*  coadwued  the  count,  taking  me 
by  the  band  ^  *  do  you  doubt  of  my  fin- 
'  cerity  ?     Pu|  it  immediately  to  a  trial* 

*  and  you  will  know  how  far  I  am  to 
/  bedepeoded  upon.*  Saint  Falftopped 
here,  and  feemed  to  expc)^  my  anhver. 
Whatever  ffeafoo  he  gave  me  to  beheve 
ht  had  an  inclination  for  mge,  I  was 
equally  alarmed,  and  ihe  more  difcre- 
tion  it  feemed  accompanied  with^  I 
joobed  upon  it  the  more  dangei-ous.  J 
knew  nor  what  to  fay,  and  my  eyes, 
^sed  OB  th^  ground,  dilcoyered  my  per^ 
pkxity.  <  What  means  this  filence, 
/  Mi£i^\ continued  Saint  Fal;  'is  it 
f  amarkof  yourdiftruft?  Do  you  think 
.*  me  capable  of  impofing  upon  you  ? 

*  If  the&  are  your  fentiments,  I  plainly 

*  fee  I  muft  rv^w  nay  for  the  indiife- 
}  fence  in  which  I  hiye  hitherto  lived, 
'  and  fluil  feyerejy  f^f^^  ^^  ralhoefs 

*  I  have  been  guilty  of,  io  .thus  expof- 

*  iagrey  liberty.  Poght  I  not  to  have 
5  forefecn  tins,  and  haw  concluded  from 
.5  my  couiin^s  pafiion,  to  whofe  delicacy 
.  <  in  afairs  of  this  natjire  I  am  no  ftraif- 

*  ger,  that  ypo  were  jccrtainly  a  very 

*  accompliihed  pcrioQ?     J^everthelefs, 

*  vdiatever  injaftice  you  may  fl^w  in 
.'  iny  regard,  or  treatment  I  may  re- 

*  ceive  at  your  hands,  I  muft  not  regret 
'  my  having  undertaken  this  commif* 
'  ficm,  fince  it  fiirniA»es  me  with  an  op- 
'  portunity  of  ferving  you.    You  ftiall 

*  know  very  ihortly,'  .continued  be, 
'  ftetty  Jenny,  that  to  fay  and  to  do 
^  u  the  iame  thing  with  me/  Saying 
this,  the  count  put  hit  head  out  of 
the  chaife,  and  ordered  one  of  the  fer-^ 
Taots  who  rode  by,  to  d\n€t.  the  pofti- 
lion  to  take  the  ikft  road  that  led  to 
Verfaitles.    The  fervant,  furprized  at 

•  thU,.  replied,  that  Monfieur  Le  Mar* 
quis>  «rden  were  dire^y   contraryi 
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*  emwStyt  Mift»  at  you  hmttf  tnd  ea* 

*  deavoured  to-difcover  the  mffterji 
«  Imt  ail  the  SKi^ouiit  lift  brought  wmy, 

*  that  ihe  faid  ike  vras  doing  ptntBCd, 
^  and  performing  a  Vow;  that  if  flw 

*  Aottid  fuifer  a  ^reat  deal  more,  it 
f  Would  not  be  a  luActcnt  atbnemerft  < 
^  for  her  fms ;  and  before  (lie  left  die 

*  Tillage,  weihoi>ldl)^acqiiasAtedwith 

<  herhiftory/ 

All  this  only  CarvtA  to  tncreaiemy 
jcurid^ty,  at  I  told  the  Count  De  jSaint 
fdli  and  I  went  in  much  difiati«6ed  at 
not  being  able  to  learo  any  thing  tap* 
ther. 

Being  left  alone  in  ^  room  wfaeiv 
the  clom  was  laid,  I  imagined  the  count 
was  gone  to  the  ftable,  according  to  hia 
cuftonr.  'drawing  near  the  fire,  I  found 
my  vexation  (which  now  cottl4  be  iffo 
novelty)  redoabliflg  upon  me,  >  If  detr 
f  Saint  Agnea  weie  but  with  in«>*  laid 
I  to  myfelFj  *  I  could  talk  overall  my 
^misfortunes!    Certainly,  nothing  can 

<  be  more  iAfuoportable,  than  on  fom^ 

<  occa^nt  td  be  abafidofied  to  one*^ 
«  fclf/ 

Hevertbelefty  the  calling  of  Saint  Ag- 
nes 10  mmd^  4ceailoned  a  repi'oach  to 
fliyfdlf^  for  being  fo^win  ferving  hev. 
It  is  true,  from  the  time  I  parted  from 
licr,  I  had  beeh  (b  narrowly  watched  on 
all  Occafions  by  Mademoi^Vlie  D'EI> 
bieux,  (as  Chrii^ina  informed  me)  that 
J  had  not  the  leaft  opportunity  of  ac^ 
quitting  m'yfelf  of  the  fcrrice  I  owed 
my  friend.  I  might,  indeed,  have  left 
her  letters  and  dire£iions  with'  Chriftina 
i|t  my  coming  away }  but,  as  it  was  of 
the  greateft  confequence  not  to  hazard 
their  being  loft,  and  that  the  whole  affair 
ifhould  be  vigonmfly  purfued,  I  made 
a  fcn]pleT>f  ihtmfting  the  commiflioh 
intp  the  hands  of  one,  who,  if  occalion 
lequired,  could  not  aA  but  in  fubordi- 
nation  to  another.  Such  were  the  mo- 
tives Whf'^ch  hitherto  tied  up  my  hand^$ 
but  as  we  are  never  fp  fenhble  of  other 
people^s  misfdrtunea;  as  when  we  ^nk 
iinder  flie  weight  of  our  own,  {b  thefe 
lew  refler6tion$  placed  in  fuch  a  ftron'g 
light  Saint  Agnes's  grief  for  my  lali- 
fence,  and  Vkrhat  tedious  hour?  *x]pcfta. 
tion  ncceflarily  counts,  that  I  relolved, 
eoft  what  it  would,  to  perform  niy  pro- 
mife,  and  fend  by. the  fkft  opportunity 
which  offered,  an  Vxprefty  to  delivev-her 
lettei^  into  her  Ibvet^s  own  band )  or,  hi 
his  ab((tece,  td  his  father.  The  thirfg 
'  feeoMd  the  i^ore  ieafible,  by  lesifoA  of 


diemeney  Madame  DeG^^^-^  had  giveA 
me«  and  which  I  had  quite  forgot,  tilf 
this  deiign  of  ferving  Saint  Agnes  re~ 
minded  mc  of  it.  I  had  a-cUriofity  t6 
ftt  what  my  generous  •  prote^refs  had 
done  for  me,  and  found  it  amounted  t^ 
twenty- five  louis-d'ors :  but  how  vras  I 
traniported  in  opening  a  little  box,  t6 
find  Madame' De  G  ^s  pi  A  urn; !  I 
bugged  it  to  me;  and  at  this  niofDen|r, 
"whilft  I  am  writing  theft  Memoita,  wny 
heart  is  moved  at  the  remembrance  oSf 
^hat  then  pa/ftdl     *  Yes,    eencroua 

<  lady  I  I  will  be  ever  mindfuFof  your 

<  goodne(s,    and  the  friendfbip   with 

*  which  you  honoufed  me :  the  loft  f 

*  haye  of  you  is  always  frelli  in  my  mc^- 

*  mory;  an4  if  any  thing  is  wanting  to 

*  compleat  my  happtnel),  it  is  the  being; 

*  for  ever  deprived  of  you!*  It  la  ge- 
nerally faid,  Uiat  women  feldom  bear  aft 
fntire  friendihip  to  one  another ;  but  I 
am  an  ex^tion  from  dib  rule,  and 
Though  I  ihould  live  to  be  extremely* 
old,  Ihe  memory  of  Madame  Be  G  ■■ 
will  bt  ever  dear, 

-    The  picture  I  ii)entioned,  was  ftill  in 
my  hand,  with  my  eyes  and  heart -fixied 
-on  k,  when  I  was  fijrprised  by  cbe 
;ount  leading  in  the  pilgrim,    *  Here, 
Mifs,*  faid  he,  *  is  the  lovely  perfon 
whofe  condition  elicited  your  conf* 
paiHon  and  curioffty;  I  have  engaged 
her  to  rake  up  her  <{narters  here,  and 
flic  has  promifed  me  to  relate  b^ 
ftory  to  you.*  It  happens  very  luckiljf, 
that  this  young  gentlewoman  knoWs 
my  name,  being  related  to  an  intimafe 
acquaintance  of  my  mother^     I  aiti 
no  ftranger  to  the  adventures  of  thfs 
pretty  creature ;  they  haOe  been  mudi 
talked  of  in  my  country)  though  in  a 
manner,  as  die  info.ms  me,  very  dif- 
ferent from  the  truth.* 
I  had  rofe  from  my  feat  when  the 
beautiful  pilgrim  entered  the  room,  and 
had  embraced  her  very  tenderly  j  bdt 
what  the  count  related  redoubled  nfy 
civilities  to  her,  which  (he  returned  in'a 
polite  manner,  becoming  a  well-br^ 
peifon.    When  dinner-time  came,  (he 
was  aliout  to  retire  5  but!  prelTsd'her  fb 
earneftiy  to  dine  with  us,  that  (he  oon- 
iented  to  it,  on  condition  of  being  left 
entirely  to  her  own  manafi;emeRt  in  point-- 
of  eating*  At  the  f^me  tnrne,  (he  begged 
leave  to  ftep  to  the  kitchen,  and  I  took 
that  opportunity  to-  thank  the  Count  0e 
8aint  Fal,  for  obliging  me  with  the  * 
tofl^pooy  of  the  piigrkn*    *  K*^^^  >« 

<  tlrn^ 
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ae  yoo^Aekn^kdgiBciiUy  whcA  ^ 
«  hjv«  been  foiuii:^  as  to  be  n$iiy  fiar- 

•  vieofak  lo  yottt  the  k«ilhiiit  wiU  «i^ 

•  tnys  iiiiEce  toimke  me  immedUtdy 
^  esccutr  ^ou^  commends. '  The  pil-^ 
grim  coming  into  the  roomy  hindered 
■e  from  making  a  proper  reply.  While 
Umt  Fai  was  ^icmkiag  to  her,  I  exa* 

'  wifli  great  attentian  her  vrholo 
She  was  a  imart,  fasown  wo- 
■OB,  widi  large  linrdy  Uackeyes  i  about 
fvead^-two  $  an  ei^miog  amfly  tbourb 
vidi  a  pButkialar  meiaocboiy  caft:  ma 
had  on  a  waiflcoat  of  verv  fine  cottoni 
wiifa  other  apparel  iuiubie,  .CKCCpting 
a  covfe  red  mantelet  otcc  her  lhotti« 
ien^  adorned  with  ftiellsf  4rufli  bat» 
cocked  boat-ways,  and  lined  with  yel- 
hnv  talfety,  ibemed  more  defigned  to  fet 
her  o^  dian  for  M& }  tall  and  well- 
node,  with  an  eafy  carriaae*^  the  tan 
ea  her  face  fliewed  ihe  haubeen  fome 
liaie  eapoied  to  the  tndemendes  of  the 
anathcri  but  when  her  cloves  were  oiF, 
the  finencis  of  her  complexipa  was  very 
conijptcuous. 

V/hilft  I  made  this  fcmtinyy  a  few 
figfas  forced  their  way.  As  orani  as  we 
companionate  the  fuAnings  of  others* 
if  we  have  any  rcaibn  to  oomplain 
oodelvesy  we  greedily  appropriate  the 
pcaieft  part  of  our  pity.  1  was  much 
aftAed  with  this  yovng  perfon^s  con* 
wriationy  frequently  interrupted  by  her 
fighs  and  complainu  againft  the  ieverity 
at  her  fate,  which  %ras  ieldom  mentton- 
sd  without  tears :  this  was  abundantly 
fuficicnt  to  make  me  follow  her  ex« 
ample.  I  comforted  her,  and  took  her 
ia  my  arms  with  as  much  familiarity  as 
if  we  had  been  long  acquainted.  Thefe 
tokens  of  my  tendemefs  mitigated  her 
CbcToWy  and  weie  requited  with  equal 
yroofs  of  her  aff^fclion  to  roe. 

Dinner  being  brought  in,  put  an  end 

.Id  cor  convexfarion,  which  was  melon* 

ehsly  enough  I  aivi  aftec  fome  little  ce- 

jevumy,  we  fat  down  to  table,  when 

$amt  Fal  and  I  law,  to  our  great  fttr<^ 

irite,lbme  coarfe  bread  and  water  placed 

jefoie  the  pilgrim.    This  made  us  very 

inffing  to  engage  her  to  eat  fome  foup 

vith  ns ;  but  in  vain :  ihe  defu-ing  to 

'enmifed,  on  accoiwt  that,  if  ihe  cum- 

lied  wkh  our  rtqueft,  her  penance,  by 

law  file  had  impoied  on  hcrfelf,  muli 

*ft  eight  days  longer^  ochefwii'e,  the 

nneat  day  was  the  lalt,  being  on  the 

tormwio  change  her  w^yoi  life.  H^ 
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fomatWng  miae  oomfoiiaiabla  tp  tbe  reft 
of  the  world.  Theie  laofons  prevailed^ 
and  vHs  left  her  to  follow  her  own  me* 
tfapd.  When  dinner  wai  dgne,  which 
i^otwithfbMMling  Saint  FaPs  endeavours 
to  divert  and  orake  me  eat  heanily»  was 
not  long*  the  pretty  pilgrim  pcevenied 
us  on  £e  fnbfoft  of  her  oiiliery»  faying, 
neverthdefs*  that  if  we  were  ftraiten»l 
fior  timsy.flie  would  cut  olT  the  circum- 
iaatial  part»  and  give  us  what  was  moft 
material  in  few  words.  Saint  Fal,  who 
6emed  more  attentive  than  ever  to  fiad 
Qiilwhat  was  agreeable  to  me,  difcover'- 
ed  that  fuch  a  mangling  of  the  ftqiy 
wmild  deprive  am  of  a  great  deal  o«'  plea  • 
£iire{  upon  which  he  immediately  re* 
plied,  that  my  journey  was  of  no  fuch 
^oafequeace,  as  to  deprive  me  fo  fooo  of 
iikk  an  amiable  companions  adding, 
with  afmiky  that  he  believed  it  would 
not  be  very  diiagreeable,  if  he  fhpuld 
antreak  me  to  ftay  till  next  day,  which 
be  thp«|[ht  necefTary  to  prevent  a  ton 
great  fatigue.  I  bowed  to  him,  as  an 
acknowledgment  of  his  Qomplaifance. 

The  pilgrim  feeing  us  difpofed  to  hear 
her,  faid,  before  (he  entered  upon  her 
ftory,  ihat  ihe  was  overjoyed  at  what 
was  concluded  on,  as  well  as  at  the  plea* 
fttfe  of  my  acquaintance  *,  not  being  to 

Siherfelf  till  the  day  following,  for  that 
e  expend  a  chaiie  to  meet  her  over- 
night, in  which  ihe  intended  to  reach 
her  journey's  end. 

When  the  cloth  was  taken  away,  and 
we  left  to  ourfelves,  the  young  pilgrim 
began  her  hilioiy  in  the  following  man- 
ner. 

<  I  am  the  daughter  of  a  very  rich 
phyilcianof  Montpelier,  whofe  repute 
was  fo  great,  tliat  he  was  often  fent 
ibr  a  hundred  leagues  off :  it  is  true, 
in  the  cures  he  peribrmed,  an  unufual 
i'ucceft  feemed  to  attend  him,  fcarce 
one  patient  in  thirty  raifcarrying  un- 
der his  hands,  which  contributed  very 
much  to  the  great  vogue  he  was  in  in 
his  laft  breath. 

'  At  the  proper  age  I  received  an 
education  fuitable  to  the  fortune  de- 
(igned  for  me.  The  be^  m 3  iters 
were  employed.  The  facility  with 
which  1  took  my  learning,  occafiontd 
a  £avotirabtla  opinion  of  my  parts  j  ar  d 
the  charms  > people  fancied  .they  law 
in  me,  or  rather  my  great  furtune, 
foon  drew  a  crowd  of  very  conidenibk 
admirers. 
*  Thcdeiire  my  father  had,  being  al- 
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ready  advanced  m  yean,  to  fee  me 
married,  an.  ea^eftnefs  cfwYach  he 
often  exprefled  wltftfn  >Are  were  amongft 
ouriclref ,  occafioned  my  beine  eon- 
tuutally  importuned  to  make  a  choke  f 
but  the  amipathy  I  had  to  matrimony 
waa  Co  greati  that  I  oonld  not  bear  to' ^ 
hear  it  mditioned*  Every  da(y  far- 
niflied  fo  many  iriftances  of  faithlcfs 
men,  and  their  brutality  to  their  wtvea 
when  become  thebr  ntaften,  by  the 
moft  AibmiiBve  addrefies,  that  I  oould 
not  prevail  with  myielf  to  increafe  th^ 
number  of  fuch  unfortunate  Wretched. 
Thefe  prejudices  were  fo  ftrongly  fix- 
ed in  my  miiid,  that  one  day  I  openly 
declared  to  m^  father,  virho  was  ufing 
all  his  authority  with  me  to  accept  or 
one  whole  preteniions  he  favoured^ 
that  if  he  pofiiled  in'conftraining  my 
inclinations,  either  a  roonaftery^  or 
death  itfclf,  (hould^free  me  from  fuch 
importunities.  This  proteftation  was 
fbllowed  by  a  torrent  of  (ears )  and^ 
as  he  perfe6lly  doated-  on  me,  it 
prevailed  with  him  to  promiie  thit  I 
ihould  be  left  entirely  it  my  own  dif- 
pofal, 

*  I  was  now  turned  of  iixteen  j  I  had 
not  only  made  a  confiderable  progrefs 
in  ihofeartR  which  are  ufually  learned, 
but  even  in  phyiick,  which  my  father 
taught  me,  and  found  a  pleafure  in 
making  me  a  confiderable  proficient* 
Charmed  with  the  difpofition  I  (hewed 
for  it,  and  the  eafe  with  which  I  fur- 
mounted  all  the  di£Bcultie8  of  that 
fcience,  he  fet  no  bounds  to  his  lec- 
tures. My  memory,  like  a  fruitful 
field,  yielded  a  plentiful  harveft  of 
whatever  was  fpwn  in  it.  Anatomy 
botany,  ofteology,  all  were  difplayed 
and  underftood.  In  line,  at  eighteen 
I  was  fo  far  advanced  in  the  myfbries 
of  Elculapius,  that  1  wrote  a  treatife 
on  phyfick  in  Latin  concerning  — — , 
and  dedicated  it  to  my  father.  The 
reputation  I  acquired  by  this  work 
reached  the  moft  diftant  countries, 
convincing  proofs  whereof  my  father 
received* in  a  fhort  time. 
"*  There  came  a  letter  from  a  phyH^^ 
cian  at  Lifbon,'  acquainting  him  that 
there  had  fallen  into  his  hands  a  book 
written  by  his  daughter}  that  he  had 
read  it  very  attentive,  and  form- 
ed a  judgment  of  her  capacity,  from 
this  learned  produdion)  that  as  he 
attributed  this  prodi^  to  the  great 
.IktU  0f  the  father,  he  thought  him-tfae 


propereft  perfbn  in  the  world  to  fohaf 
an  only  Ion  of  his  $  that  he  begged/ 
lA  comkkration  of  the  fcience  they 
mutmi)ly  profefifed,  he  viFodld  take  thtf 
care  cf  hnn^  there  being  nothing  he 
would  not  do  to.merit  a  Uvout  he  had 
fo  nnich  at  heart. 

<  My  father,  who  ftrll  perfifled  m 
his  deffgn  of  marrying  me,  thoufirb 
he  would  nc(t  break  tbe  promife  he 
had  made,  refolved  to  take  in  this  . 
boarder,  hoping  that^  under  a  pretext 
of  leaving  the  care  of  hiv  flodies  tori 
me,  on  account  of  hif  own  age  and 
infirmities,  he  mi^t  give  the  yotmg 
nfan  an  opportunity  of  gahfing  my 
affeflions,  and  wtaning  me  from  the 
reliih  I  bald  for  a  fingle  life }  expefk- 
ingthat,  being  continually  in  my  coin« 
pany,  if  his  perfon  was  any  thing 
tolerable,  he  might  at  laft  compaia 
what  was  fb  much  deftred. 

*  In  ptrfuance  to  this,  the  Liiboa 
phyfician  had  a  Very  eivil  anfwer 
which  accepted  of  his  propofal,  ac-^ 
quainting  him  that  he  might  lend  his 
fon  as  foon  as  he  pleafed,  and  that  no 
endeavours  fhould  be  wanting  to  eon - 
vmce  him  he  was  not  deceived  in  the 
choice  he  had  made* 

*  It  is  true,  nfy  father  took  an  txtrz* 
ordinary  fort  of  precaution  before  be 
lent  his  anfwer.  As  he  had  no  other 
view  in  receiving-  this  boarder  but 
what  has  been  already  mentioned,  he 
privately  informed  himfelf  from  Lif- 
bon,  whether  the  phyfician^s  fon  was 
of  a  turn  likely  to  pleafe  the  ladies. 
He  was  overjoyed  to  hear  that  his  per- 
fon was  exceedingly  amiable,  and  his 

condu6i  and  manners  without  reproachi 
upon  this  he  immediately  wrote,  as  I 
faid  before,  and  waited  a^  anfwer  vrith 
great  impatience. 

'  In  eiffht  days  time  he  had  the  plea* 
fure  of  a  letter  from  the  phyGcian, 
with  an  account  of  the  fon^s  being  oft 
his  journey.  My  father  acquainted 
my  mother  and  me  of  his  coming,  but 
in  an  artful  manner :  in  order  to  fur- 
prize  me  and  work  the  defired  efEe^ 
m  my  heart,  he  told  my  mother,  pre« 
tending  not  to  obferve  I  over-hoird 
him,  that  what  he  difliked  in  the  af* 
fair  was  the  young  man*s  being  very 
deformed  and  ugly.  He  enlarged  up« 
on  the  difguft  which  muft  ncco^arily 
arift  from  living  with  fuch  people,  and 
that  he  would  gladly  have  excufed 
himielfj  but  the  p^on  in  queftion  was 

«  f« 
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fo  camttly  recommciKiad  by  thofe  for 
yrhaax  he  lad  the  greateft  mpe^  and 
confufefatioii,  tbat  he  chofe  rather  to 
undergo  the  mortification,  than  dif* 
^Uge  lb  ma&y  of  his  bell  friends. 
'  ^At  a:7crisou  I  always  had  to  men, 
made  me  very  little  attentive  to  what 
my  fatto-  (aid  ^  it  only  ferved  to  form 
in  my  mind  an  exceedmg  diiagreeable 
idea  of  our  future  boarder :  bnt^  how 
was  I  furprizedl  when  one  night  at  fup- 
per  there  entered  the  room  a  young  man, 
beaatifnl  beyond  cxpretTion  3  who,  as 
we  wefepreviouily  informed,  was  the 
boarder  ezpeded  from  Liibon.    My 
&ihcr  received  him  with  opoi  arms, 
overjoyed  to  find  he  was  not  imj>ored 
•n»  and  perfuaded  by  the  aftonifliment 
I  betxayed,  he  had  hit  upon  the  right 
method  of  compaffing  his  defigns. 
*  It  is  true,  the  graceful  appearance 
and  polite  behaviour  of  this  Aranger 
both  difturbed  and  forprized  me  t  to 
czpeft  to  liee  a  deformed  perfon,  and 
.find  han  exceeding  handfome,  muft 
make  a  deep  impreflion  on  a  young 
heart.  I  could  not  refrain  from  view- 
ing huDy  tn  hopes  of  difcovering  ibrae 
defeftSf  btit  found  it  was  in  vain. 
His  bmr,  which  was  of  an  aih  co- 
ionr,  fell  carekfsly  in  large  ringlets 
on  his  fboulders^  and,  notwithftanding 
the  diforder  his  voyage  had  occafion- 
ed  in  his  drefs»  his  air  had  fomething 
h  grand  in  it,  that  after  a  long  fcru- 
tiny  I  could  not  poffibly  dillike  him. 
I  rafe  from  table,  nettled  to  find  no- 
thing io  btm  that  fuited  the  averfion  I 
£mcped  I  had  to  the  whole  £aC',  and 
aotwithftanding  my  father  and  mo - 
therms  commands  for  me  to  ftay,  I  xe- 
died  Co  my  chamber,  crying  like  a 
child. 

*  Is  it  not  widi  juftice  that  caprici- 
oufneCs  is  looked  upon  to  be  the  dif- 
tigaidiingcharafierilbckof  our  whole 
iui  Was  not  my  behaviour  on  this 
occafion  a  fingular  inftance  of  it  ?  My 
heart  and  eyes  were  no  foooer  freed 
from  the  impreifion  I  have  already 
mentioned,  but  I  ibund  myielf  more 
avoie  to  matrimony  than  ever :  in  vain 
did  my  afi^ions  ftni^gle  againft  To 
vnreaionabieacondud)  myoblUnacy 
pevailed  over  the  importunities  of 
my  parents  and  my  own  inclinations, 
for  in  a  few  days  the  youn^  man^s 
presence  difarmed  the  haughtinefs  of 
my  heart,  as  niy  fatlier  plainly  per-' 
cctred*    In  order  to  I'uccted  in  liieir 
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defigns,  it  was  refolved  that  I  ihould 
read  a  courfe  of  pbyfick  totlie  boarder. 
I  piqued  myielf  on  complying  on  this 
occafion,  and  hiding  from  Belisai  (for 
fo  the  boaider  was  called)  the  pkature 
his  company  afforded  i  but,  how  weak 
are  we  when  in  love !  and  how  dif- 
ficult it  is  to  gain  fuch  viftories,  with- 
out hazarding  the  moft  dangerous  re- 
volutions!  The  perpetual  conftraint 
I  was  under  to  difguire  my  fentiments* 
and  the  conftant  f^ard  I  was  obliged 
to  keep  over  myielf,  vras  too  great  a 
fhock  to  my  inclinations  for  a  tender 
conflitution  to  fupport :  I  funk  under 
the  wei^,  and  fell  dangeroufly  ill. 
*  Belizai  never  left  my  bed  •  fide  t  if 
my  refi^tttion  gave  way  at  the  fight  of 
him,  he  was  not  lefs  captivated  on  hra 
fide  I  he  fecretly  admired  me  from  the 
firft,  but  having  difcovered  my  huw 
mour,  and  regulating  his  behaviour 
upon  the  antipathy  I  expreffed  to  the 
fofter   pafllions,   nis  conduft,  either 
through  timidity  or  difcretion,  was  fo 
ciKumfpe^t  and  refbained,  that,  led 
by  my  capricious  temper,  I  blamed 
him  for  it  m  my  heart.    But  when  I 
fell  fide,  he  left  me  no  faither  room 
to  find  fault  with  him.    He  threw  off 
all  reftraint  when  he  faw  the  danger  I 
was  in,   and  gave  very  convincfn|r 
proofs  both  orchis  pamon  and  grief. 
The  tranfports  he  mdulged  himfetf 
in  were  fo  acceptable  to  my  father, 
that  he promifed  Belizai,  if  it  (hould 
pleafe  God  to  reftore  my  health,  he 
would  join  our  hands  in  cafe  no  ohfta- 
cle  arofe  froi^  any  difltke  of  mine. 
Tranfported  with  this  promife,  and 
looking  upon  me,  as  he  told  me,  ia 
the  quality  of  his  dear  wife,  he  would 
fcarce  fuifer  any  one  elfe  to  do  the 
lea(%  thing  for  me.    The  condition  to 
i"  which  I  was  reduced,  and  his  known 
difcretion,  pleaded  an  indulgence  for 
his  tendernefs ;  but  the  fmall-pox  foon 
appearing,  and  my  -father  being  ap- 
prehenfive  of  his  boarder's  health,  he 
was  debarred  from  coming  into  my 
chamber.  The  timorous  Belizai  obey- 
ed, but  with  fo  much  regret  and  vex- 
ation, that  he  loit  his  appetite.'  My 
father  perceiving  this,  and  fearing  lett  < 
his  over%precaution  might  bring  oti 
what  lie  endeavoured  to  prevent,  left 
him  to  his  liberty :   this,  which  he 
called  a  favour,  ^vas  no  fooner  grant- 
ed^   but  he  prefently    recovered  his 
uiual  cbcarfulnefs.     During  the  firft 
N  '  days 
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.<  dajTfi  of  BeHxai*8  being  removed  for 
«  the  reafon's  above  mentioned,  vehcn 
'  the  intervals  of  my  iilnefs  permitted, 

*  I  wa$  fenfihle  of  his  abfcnce,  andfuf> 

*  fcred  cruelly  by  it,    breathing  out 

*  abundance  of  fighsj  without  difcover- 

*  ing  the  real  caufe,  *«Ahl  without 
"  doubt,"'  faid  I  to  myfelf,  "  Bcliiai 
"is  gone,  dil'couraged,  a^he  well  may, 
**  by  my  indifference  5  he  is  gone,  and 
**  offers  el fe where  thofe  vows  which 
**  here  found  fo  cold  a  reception:  or 
<<  rather,  has  not  my  iilnefs  disfigured 
«<  me  to  that  degree,  that  the  little 
**  beauty  which  once  could  (ecyire  his 
**  affe^^ions  is  now  no  more !"    llither 

*  reflexion  pierced  my  very  foul.  Thefe 
''  agitations  increafed  my  iilnefs  to  that 
r<  degree,  that  had  not  Belizai  returned 

*  as  he.  did  by  my  father's  permiilion, 
>  life  was  fleeting  faft  away :  his  pre- 

*  fence  called  it  back.  .  The  dcfpair  he 
'  expreiled  at  my  extreme  danger  being 
■*  an  undeniable  proof  of  his  conftancy 

'  and  love,  was  a  precious  balm,  reani- 

*  mating  my  benumbed  fenfes.     I  be- 

*  gan  to  recover,  but  what  chiefly  cOn- 

*  tributed  to  it,  and  fed  my  vanity  be- 

*  itdes,  was,  that  being  fond  of  my  few 

*  charms,  efpecially  from  the  time  my 
*,  heart  was  entangled  in  love,  I  found 

*  I  (hould  not  in  the  lead  be  marked 

*  with  the  fmall-pox. 

«  My  father,"  who  during  the  courfe 

*  of  my  iilnefs  had  been  cruelly  alarm- 

*  ed,  was  tranfported  at  my  recovery : 

*  he  (hewed  it  by  the  large  alms  and 

*  other  works  of  piety  he  employed  as 

*  an  acknowlr^dgnient   for  fo  great  a 

*  bleffing,  andtoobtain  it's  continuance 

*  till  my  health  was  fully  re-eftabii(h- 

*  ed ;  being  uneafy  that  all  his  expert - 

*  ence  and  remedies  -could  not  prevail 

*  again ({  a  languiihing  weaknefs  under 
'  which  I  laboured.  But  in  thrte  months 
«  after  the  fmall-pox  was  over,  he  had 

*  greater  reaibn  than  ever  to  be  a(Hi<5led, 

*  tor  I  was  feized  with  a  continual  vo- 

*  miting ;  this  was  attributed  to  a  dif- 

<  order  of  my  ftomach,  and  proper  re- 

*  medies  were  tried,  but  without  fuc- 
'  cefs,  till  in  the  fourth  month  it  ceafed, 
'  when  I  began  to  mend,  though  I  fiill 

*  was  troubled  with  a  kind  of  loathing, 

<  and  odd  fancies  that  were  not  ufual. 

<  Belizai  ftill  continued  his  affiduity 

*  about  me;  hut,  notwithllandlng  my 

*  fccret  inclinations,.  I  behaved  outward - 

*  Jy  as  uiual.  Though  I  really  loved 
'  him  more  than  inyieif>  yet  I  could  not 
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conquer  2tn  averfion  I  had  to  declarer 
my  mmd,  as  he  well  deferved  for  him 
tendemefs,  love,  and  complaifanoe  % 
a  declaration  which  at  once  would 
have  compleated  the  joy  of  both  hini 
and  the  family,  beinff  what  he  fo  ear- 
nelUy  deftred.  My  rather  attributed 
this  indifference  of  Belizai  to  my  old 
averfion  in  regard  of  men  in  general^ 
but  was  flill  in  hopes  that  in  tuotmf 
mind  might  change.  . 
<  My  health  was  ndw  entirely  re-efbt* 
blifhed,  except  fome  twitches  I  felt^ 
which  from  time  tb  time<were  almoft 
infupportable.  The  account  I  gslve 
my  father  of  it,  and  my  comparing 
it  to  a  living  creature,  made  him  con- 
clude that  I  had  fomething  within  mc^ 
bied  by  a  con£ux  of  humours,  that 
preyed  upon  me,  and  fupported  it*a 
life  at  the  expence  of  mine,  which  it 
wore  away  by  degrees.  .Exaitoples, 
though  not  very  frequent,  are  not 
wanting  of  fuch  phenomena;  and 
thence  he  concluded,*  to  his  great  a*> 
mazement,  that  it  was  my  cate.  He 
called  a  confultation  of  phyficians, 
unwilling  to  rely  on  himfelf  in  to 
nice  a  point,  and  wherein  he  was  fo 
nearly  concerned.  I  was  examined^ 
and  it  ap'pearing  that  I  felt  the  men- 
tions before  mentioned,  when  fafting 
or  beginning  to  eat,  it  was  concluded 
that  my  father's  opinion  was  prefer- 
able to  any  thing  that  had  been  al« 
ledged  on  the  fubjed,  and  that,  as  the 
cafe  was  exceeding  dangerous  as  well 
as  extraordinary,  an  inciiion  was  the 
only  means  of  freeing  me  fm>m  what, 
fooner  or  later,  would  certainly  prove 
my  deftru6lion. 

*  This  prefcription  threw  the  whole 
family  into  the  u^moft  conftemation. 
My  father,  after  drying  his  tears^ 
came  and  acquainted  me  with  it,  hav- 
ing prepared  me  with  all  that  religion 
or  realbn  could  fuggeft :  I  muit  own 
that  the  concludon  of  his  harangue 
ilruck  a  terror  into  me,  fmce  I  found 
that  in  performing  tlie  operation  the 
leafl  accident  might  be  fatal.  I  took 
that,  nieht  to  confider  of  it,  and  any- 
one will  ealily  imagine,  that  in  fucK 
a  iituation  I  got  but  little  re^.  It  was 
near  day  betore  I  ihut  my  eyes  5  ne- 
verthelefs,  oppreflfed  as  1  was,  I  be- 
gan to  doze,  when  on  a  fudden  I 
liarted  up  at  a  voice  which  faid  dif- 
tin6Uy,  **  Lindamine,  be  fure  yoa 
don't  conlenc  to  the  opeiation;  in  two 
^*  mouths 
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•  fXKmdis  yoa  will  be  certainly  cured." 
«  Terrified  at  the  voice,  ana  covered 
f  wtdi  a  cold  fwcat,  I  called  aloud  for 
help  to  my  father,  whofe  chamber 
was  near  mine.  He  immediately  rofe, 
and  came  to  know  the  occafion  of  my 
outcries.  When  I  told  him  what  had 
happened,  he  endeavoured  to  bring  me 
tomylelf,  by  perfuading  me,  that  con- 
fidering  the  anxiety  I  went  to  bed  in, 
ir  was  eafy  to  comprehend  that  the  va- 
pours of  «  fleep,  fo  reafonably  difturb- 
ed,  might  occafion  a  dream,  which 
would  make  the  greater  imprelHon, 
as  it  arofe  from  the  apprehentions  the 
iba]  is  continaally  under  with  regard 
to  a  ^paration  from  the  body  :  tor  a 
confirmation  of  what  he  aiferted,  he 
reminded  me  of  what  I  read  a  hundred 
times  in  our  treatlfes  of  phyfick,  that 
in  a  violent  fever,  the  iubtle  vapours 
which  mount  to  the  brain  caufe  fo 
great  a  difturbance  and  confuHon  in 
the  feveral  parts  about  the  pineal 
giand,  that  it  conceives  obje^s  v^ry 
far  diffcrmt  from  what  they  realiy  arc- 
in  themlelvea;  that  they  not  only  re- 
preient  them  thus  to  the  difturbed 
imagination,  but  even  to  the  eyes 
tbemfeives.  It  fometimes  happens, 
that  the  vcrj  ears  (eem  to  hear,  even 
when  we  arc  awake,  whole  fentences, 
which  are  nothing  but  the  produce  of 
a  diftempered  brain. 
*  Thefc  remaHcs,  however  well  found- 
ed, made  no  imprefiton :  I  was  too 
well  fatisfied  of  what  had  happened, 
neither  had  I  any  fever,  and  confe* 
cpientiy  not  in  the  iituation  my  fa- 
ther fuppofed ;  beiides,  my  ftudics  had 
not  entirely  conquered  the  prejudices 
of  childhood ;  and  our  (ex,  wnatever 
progrefs  it  may  make  in  learning, 
always  retains  iome  little  (hare  of  it*s 
natural  weaknefs.  I  dreaded  appari- 
tions, and  imagined  the  voice  to  come 
from  fomething  of  that  nature :  I  was 
pofitive  I  had  been  acquainted  with 
the  voice;  from  whence  I  concluded 
that  fimie  friend  of  the  family  juft  de- 
parted  had  given  me  that  admonition. 
My  father  made  lizht  of  all  this,  and 
iet  it  afide  by  philoiophical  arguments, 
which  at  laft  con  vi  need  me.  The  great 
confidence  I  repofcd  in  his  learning 
and  experience  obliged  me  to  yield  the 
point,  but  at  the  fame  time  I  declared 
to  him,  that  finding  myfclf  much 
better,  and  free  from  the  pains  I  had 
complained  of,  (which  was  only  a 


«  feint  to  avoid  the  operation)  I  could 

*  not  think  of  coming   to  an,  extrc- 

*  mity.    He  would  have  replied,  but  I 

*  fell  into  fach  a  fit  of  crying,  that  out 
«  of  compaflion  he  gave  me  his  word 

*  he  would  not  infift  upon  it. 

*   Notwiihandin^  the  danger  with 

*  which  the  phyficians  threatened  me, 

*  in  cafe  I  did  not  comply  with  what 

<  they  ordered,   my  health  improved 
«  daily,  excepting  thofe  interior  motions 

*  I  felt,  but  did  not  dare  mention  for 

*  fear  of  the  fatal  operation  j    never- 

*  thelefs,  thc'uneafinefs  this  new  habit 
«  of  body  occafioned,  was  far  inferior 

*  to  what  I  laboured  under  on  account 

*  of  my  fleep  »  naturally  I  flcpt  but  lit- 

*  tie,  and  was  {o  alert  that  a  mou(e 

*  would  wake  me ;  but  after  the  fmali- 
«  pox  it  was  quite  otherwife ;  I  was  fo 

*  altered  as  to  this  particular,  that  I  not 

*  only  flept  many  hours,   but  it  was 

*  often  morally  impoflible  to  wake  me  | 

*  my  maid  aUuring  me  that  flic  fre- 

*  qucnily  pulled  me  about  for  half  an 

<  hour  before  I  opened  my  eyes,   and 

*  fometimes  could  not  afre6l  it  t  that  one 

*  day  particularly  ihe  was  very  much 

*  frightened,  imagining  I  was  in  a  fit, 

*  and  would  have  called  my  father,  but 

*  that  I  had  ftH6l!y  charged  her  never 

*  to  acquaint  him  with  my  ailments, 

*  for  fear  of  bringing  on  the  terrible 

*  operation  with  which  I  was  threaten- 

*  ed.     This  detail  made  me  renew  the 

*  prohibition  for  the  fame  reafon,  and 

*  irom  my  own  knowledge  in  phyfick  t 

*  took  fuch  remedies  as  are  proper  to 
'  thin  the  blood,  and  of  courfc  to  pre- 

*  vent  the  ill  confcquencc  of  a  continual 

*  fleepinefs. 

«  One  morning,  being  awake  fooneif 

*  than   ordinary,    Belizai   fent  in, my 

*  maid  to  defire  leave  to  fpcak_a«word 

*  with  me !  I  was  then  in  bed;  as  Ige* 

*  ncrally  had  been  of  late,  by  rrafon  of 

*  a  heavy  wearincfs  I  could  no  way  ac- 

*  count  for,  and  which  made  my  father 

*  and  mother  very  uneafy,  left  what  the 

*  phylicians  had  foretold  fhould  come 

*  to  pafs.     Decency  obliged  me  at  firlt 

*  to  refufe  Bellzai'sVequeftj  but  he,  in- 
'  fiftinfi;on  coming  in,  and  declaring  he 

*  fliouJd  not  ftay  a  minute,  I  ordered 

*  the  maid  to  remain  in  the  room .     He 

*  held  a  letter  in  his  hand  with  a  dcjeft- 
«  ed  air,  and  melancholy  painted  on  his 

*  countenance:  the  very  fight  of  hirn 

*  made  me  ftart,  without  knowing  the 
f  reafon.    He  trembled  as  he  drew  near 

N  X  •the 
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*  the  bed-fid«.    «  I  am  going,"  faid 

*  he,  *'  to  leave  you,  Mademoifelle, 
**  having  \uit  now  received  an  account 
*<  tliat  my  fatKer  lies  at  the  point  of 
«*  death :  my  grief— ^-  "  It  is  very  na^ 
**  tural,'*  faid  I,  interrupting  him, 
'  pierced  to  the  vary  foul,  and  fcarce 
'  able  to  diffemble  it:  "  I  am  much 
**  cemed  at  your  trouble."—"  Would 
**  to  God,"  cried  Belizai,  not  regarding 
«  the  maid*s  prefence,  *«  it  were  really 
•*  fo !  What  a  comfort  fhould  I  receive 
*'  from  your  iharing  in  the  af&ifUon  I 

-^  muft  undergo  when  abfent  from 
««  you  I"—"  Wemiftakeeach  other," 

*  replied  I,  dill  diilemblingi  **  I  mean, 
^  the  danger  your  fatlier  is  in,  which 
"  hat  not  the  leai^  connedlion  with 
«•  what  you  juii  now  mentioned."—**  It 
^  is  too  evident,"  replied  the  charming 

*  Iklizai,  **  that  you  will  notunder- 
'*^^and  me.  I  blufh  when  I  own,  that 
'*  what  calls  me  away  does  not  moit 
i*  alarm  mc :  could  I  but  lay  open  my 
•*  heait,  that  you  might  read  what 
«<  pafTcs  therel  Whence  comes  this  cruel 
«f  ^vei-rton  to  men }  Am  I,  too,  in- 
**  eluded  in  it  ^  Ah,  Lovely  Lindamine, 
**  to  what  has  this  notion  prompted  me ! 
**  How  happy  fliould  I  be,  it  you  do 
^  not  one  day  condemn  the  rafhnefs  of 
**  a  paflion,  which  durfl  not  face  the 
*«  light!"— **♦!  undcrftand  you  not," 

<  replied  I,  amazed  at  his^  dark  expref- 

<  ilons,  and  furprized  at  his  looking 

*  Aedfaftly  on  me,  which  was  not  ufual. 
«•  What  fear  of  the  light  is  it  you 
*«  hint  at?"  continued  I  $  «*  what 'en-* 
<*  couragement  did  I  ever  give,  l^at 
«<  you  fliould  entertain  me  with  fo  much 
*•  aifurance  upon  the  fubjeft  of  love  >" 
#-^**  My  right,"  replied  Belizai  in  con* 
«  fuflon,  *•  is  of  fuch  a  nature—"    He 

*  was  going  on,  when  my  father  came 

*  into  the  room.  I  was  extremely  con- 

*  cerned  at  the  interruption  of  a  dif- 
^  courfe  which  fo  much  aife^ed  me, 
^  and  which  hitherto  it  was  impofllble 
f  for  me  to  comprehei^. 

*  My  father,  who  by  the  fame  poft 

<  had  likewiie  received  the  news,  came 

<  to  inform  Belizai  of  the  particulars ; 
-  *  his  voyage  was  immediately  concluded 

<  on,  the  refolving  upon  which  over- 

*  powered  me.  In  iuve,  as  I  was,  fo 
'  aweful  a  prefence  as  my  father  obliged 
^  me  to  ftifle  my  ttars :  tlie  moment 

*  was  now  come,  in  which  my  weak- 

*  nels  muft   have  difcovered  itfelf  to 

*  open  ^tw.    Beliwi  retired  with  mj 


«  father,  after  taking  his  leave  m  ftm 

*  mod  reipe6lful  manner  s  overwhelmed 

<  with  anguifli  I  fent  the  maid  awava 
'  and,  being  alone,  I  abandoned  mylA 

*  to  affliction. 

*  It  was  near  ten  at  night  before  I 

<  thought  of  eating,  or  would  fuffer  any 

*  one  to  be  in  my  chamber  $  but  finding 

*  myfelf  feized  with  a  violent  colicky 
^  which  increafed  every  moment,  I  rung 
'  my  bell  for  help.    My  maid  was 

*  fcarce  entered  the  room,  when  I  cried 

*  out  bitterly,  and  thought  myfelf  on. 

*  the  point  of  expiring!   the  fervant^ 

*  terrified  at  the  condition  I  was  in,  rsax 

*  to  acquaint  my  father,  who  immcdi* 

*  ately  entered  the  rpom  with  my  mo- 

*  ther.  Their  prefence  afforded  me  na 

*  relief,  nor  hindered  mv  moans.  My 

*  father,  with  all  his  ikill,  was  roif- 

*  uken,  and  apprehended  I  fliould  be- 

*  flifled  bv  the  creature  the  phyiiciana. 

*  fuppofea  I  had  within  me  t  ne  ordered 

<  fome  blood  to  be  taken  away,  which. 

*  gave  me  a  little  relief;  but  the  fztaL 

*  colick  returning  with  greater  violenca 

*  than  ever,  and  throwing  me  into  con- 

<  vulfions,    he  burft  into  tears,    and 

<  whifpered  my  mother  that  there  waa 

<  no  hopes  of  my  life,  and  that  I  could 

*  not  pofRbly  furvive  till  morning.  Thia 

<  threw  the  whole  family  into  the  ut- 

*  moft  deipair :  phyCcians  and  furgeona 

<  were  called  inj  and,  whilfk  I  was  mak- 

<  ing  my  confefEon,  confulted  what  to 
«  do.  They  all  agreed,  (except  onc^ 
'  who,  after  feelin^r  mv  puUe,  went  awayt 

<  fhruggiug .  up  his  moulders)  that  iiv 

*  this  extremity,  the  operation  fliould 

*  be  attempted. 

^  My  father  was  coming  into  mj. 

*  room  to  prepare  me  for  fuch  a  horribla 

<  prefcription,    not  doubting  but  the 

*  prefence  of  mind  and  good  fenfe  I  re- 

*  tained  in  my  torments  would  efFeft 

*  an  entire  refignation  to  the  will  of 

*  Heaven;  but,  alas  t  there  was  no  oc- 

<  cafion  for  anv  thing  of  that  kind. 

<  How  fhall  I  dare  to  acknowledge  my 

*  fliame  ?'  continued  the  lovely  i^igrim^ 
caftingdown  her  eyes  and  blufliiag  ^  <  Na^ 
'  tui*e,  preding  to  eafe  me  of  a  common 

<  and  ufual  burden,  made  fo  violent  an 

*  effort,  that,  the  whole  houfe  rineing 

<  with  my  cries,  I  brought  forth  a  mtle 

*  creature  without  anv  one*s  aiTifbnce,. 

*  Mv  mother  fmote  her  breaft  at  the 

<  light,  and  my  father,  quite  thunder- 

<  liruck,  left  the  room  with  a  broken 
\  heart,  Theapprehenfiooieftreproachea 

<  might 
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of  fatBl  confi^nence, 
on  any  motbrr  to  ftifle  her 
ngei  ftkt  conftnined  herfclf  fo  far  at 
to'iinkc  mpchof  me,  and  fenre  me  in 
place  of  a  midwile.  I  fuffered  mylelf 
to  be.eoidcd,  witbout  the  leaft  fufpi- 
doB  or  what  happtned,  believing  very 
iacadj  chat  it  was  only  the  ttrange 
creatore  fd  often  mentionedy^from 
which  Heaven  wat  pleaied  at  laft  to 
free  me. 

*  Igave  the  greater  credit  to  it  as  the 
chila  was  ftill-bom»  which  might 
very  well  iuq>pcn  from  the  difEciuty 
•f  the  bii^  and  want  of  proper  au 
fiftance,  as  the  real  cauie  of  my  ill- 
Be&  was  not  furmiied.  Ten  days 
psfied  on  in  this  roanner,  during 
which  my  father  never  came  near  me. 
I  eK|nired  for  him  every  moment,  as 
alio  a  delcription  of  the  creature  fpom 
whkh  I  had  been  freed.  I  covki  ge^ 
BO  aniwer  to  my  qoeftions }  iighs  and 
generally  followed^  which  was 


all  die  latisfa^ion  I  received. 

<   But  as    I   had   recovered   Tome 

izeagth^  and  thought  myfelf  out  of 

any  immediate  danger  of  death,  I  re« 

Salwtd  to  riioand  fee  what  was  become 

of  my  father,  w^  never  appeared. 

The  lorrow  under  which  my  mother 

and  the  icrvant  feemed  to  hnk,  dif- 

tofbed  me  very  much,  and  their  an- 

Iwers  not  agreeing  exactly  together, 

I  threw  myfeif  out  of  bed,  fully  re« 

Cblved  to  penetrate  into  this  myttery. 

Go  to  your  bed  again,  cruel  child!** 

£ud  my  mother,  forcing  me  to  com* 

ply,  **  and  do  not  com]^eat  the  num« 

bcr  of  your  crimes  in  too  (oon  de« 

**  ftraying  my  life  by  the  lofs  of  yours, 

**  which  cannot  be  ib  far  off  after  the 

**  diihoncNir  you  have  brought  upon 

**  yoorielf:  be  iatisfied  vrith  the  bitter 

"  angoifh  with  which  you  have  over- 

**  w£lmcd  me,  by  bringing  your  fa« 

**  tfacr  to  the  grave  through  your  vile 

««  bchanoor,  and  do  not  add  to  your 

<«  farther  rq^icoach.**— "  Good  God  ! 

**  what  b  it  I  hear?**  cried  I  in  tran* 

'  fport.    <<  What  ftroke  is  this  that  is 

**  aimed  at  me  ?  My  father  dead !  I 

"  bring  him  to  the  gravel**—"  Yes, 

**  cruel  creaturel**  replied  my  mother, 

'  intonnvting  me,  and  fhcdding  a  tor-* 

*  rent  of  tears,  "  your  father  paid  the 

*<  debt  of  Nature  two  days  after  that 

**  fatal  one,  which  you'  blackened  by 

**  {preadiog  fliame  and  confuiion  over 

«  t^  family,* W»  Hc«v«MLJ"  ^^•i 


*  I,  w«^g  bitterly,  "  what  crimef 
**  have  1  committed?  what  am  I  ac- 
**  cufed  of?  Wretch  that  I  am,  in  the 
<<  very  jaws  of  death,  languilhing  for 
*'  fo  many  months,  not  feeing  the  fiioe 
**  of  any  one,  what  is  it  I  am  thus  r&- 
•«  proached  withal  ?**-»<<  But,  daugh* 
**  ter,  my  dear  daughter,**  cried  my 

*  mother,  '*  to  what  purpofe  do  yon 
«  thus  plead  ignorance  ?  bow  can  yoa 
**  hope  to  hide  an  infamy  which  I  was 
**  an  eye-witnefs  of,  and  every  body 
**  knows?  Notwithftandingall  thep^e- 
*'  cautions  we  employed  to  fcrcen  our 
*'  ihame  from  the  eyes  of  the  world, 
<<  the  whole  town  is  tci9  well  in* 
•«  formed—'*  •«  Informed  of  what  ?** 
'  cried  I,  interrupting  her,  and  pafi  all 

*  patience  at  what  (he  faid.  <*  Explain 
**  yourfelf  better,  for  God  is  my  wit- 
•<  nefo  "  Do  not,  Lindamine,'* 

<  continued  my  mother,  ''  do  not  pro- 
**  fane  that  adorable  name,  Jeft  imme« 
**  diate  veneeance  fliould  fall  upon 
«  you  %  on  the  contrary,  you  ought  to 
^  thank  the  Lord  for  the  Signal  uvour 
**  of  preferving  you  a  life  which  your 
**  indiTcretion  ^expofed,  and  of  which 
**  you  were  unworthy,  by  being  the 
«  occaiion  of  your  child*s  dying  with* 
*^  out  baptifm:  that  might  have  been 
.«(  prevented,  had  you  placed  a  due 
*<  confidence  in  your  mother,  and 
**  frankly  owned  what  kind  of  aUTift- 
**  ance  you  wanted  j  a  mother,  how- 
**  ever  affli£led  flie  may  be  with  (pch  a 
'*  confefiion,  yet  when  fo  dangerous  a 
**  moment  is  at  hand  forgets  what  is 
«  paflcd.** 

*  I  ihould  have  fuffcred  her  to  have 

*  gone  on  much  longer,  fo  confounded 

*  I  was  and  aftoniflied  with  this  dif- 

*  courfe.  Imagining  that  (he  made  an 
'  impreiSon,  and  that  grief  and  (hame 

<  rdtrained  me  from  returning  an  an- 
«  fwir,   «  Take  courage,**  continued 

<  (he,  embracing  me  ^  «*  what  is  pafTed 
**  cannot  be  remedied :  your  firtt  ftep 
'*  at  prefent  towards  an  amendment,  is 
**  to  implore  the  forgivenefs  of  Heaven 
^*  for^our  crimes,  and  I  will  join  with 
''  you  in  good  works,  that  we  may  ob- 
<'  tain  fo  great  a  mercy.  The  death  of  a 
'<  child  and  a  parent  can  never  be  fuf^. 
^  ficiently  atoned  for ;  neverthelefs,  we 
''  ought  not  to  dcfpair,**  continued  (he, 

*  feeing  me  alnaoft  choaked  with  exceli 
'  of  grief.  '<  The  gofpel  aflures  us, 
'^  that  a  contrite  heart  opens  the  gate« 
<*  of  mercy,     Cfme,  daughter,'^  con- 

•  tiaued 
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P  tiniied  my  mother)  fearing  left!  fhould 

•  expire  in  the  agony  in  which  Ihe  few 

•  me,  *'  we  will  fay  no  morej  (hould  it 
««  throw  you  into  a  fever  it  may  be  fatal. 
<*  Heaven  forbid !  what  would  become 
««  of  me,  if  I  fliould  lofe  all  that  is  left 
^  me  in  this  world  1  Mo,  my  dear 
•*  child,'*  added  this  wretched  parent, 

•  embracing  me,  *•  you  will  not  over- 
**  whelm  me  anew  ?  You  alwa>^  loved 
«  your  mother,  and  you  know  flie 
•<  doats  on  you.  Dry  up  your  tears;  I 
<*  forget  all :  I  have  faid  it  5  and  the 
«*  ciTiel  injury  we  have  received  (hall  be 
•*  atoned  jfor  by  your  marrying  the  per- 
*<  foA}  who,  notwitbftanding  all  the 
«*  difcretion  I  know  you  are  poflefled 
*<  of,  has  found  means  to  delude  you. 
*<  Name  him.  Perhaps  he  abfconds; 
«*  but  let  him  return :  we  have  an  ample 
••  fortune,  fufficient  to  fettle  him  very 
•*  happily  in  the  world.  It  is  fcarcc 
«*  polfible,  whoever  he  is,  that  he  can 
*<  be  fo  diflionourablc  as  to  refufe  you 
•*  this  reparation." 

*  All  this  was  but  fo  many  riddles, 

•  as  I  allured  my  mother :  (he  bewail* 
<  ed  my  obltinacy,  and  fearing  left  her 
'  iihpatiencemight  heof  ill  confequence 
«  to  my  health,  went  out  of  my  cham- 

•  ber  all  in  tears.     She  was  no  fooner 

•  gone  but  I  renewed  my  lamentations, 

•  and  threw  myfelf  a  fecond  time  out  of 

•  bed  in  order  to  follow  her.      The 

•  maid,  who  was  much  (Wronger,  put 

•  me  to  bed  again.  "  In  the  name  of 
•*  God,  Fanny  1"  faid  I,  "  explain  what 
•*  my  mother  has  been  faying.  I  with 
"  child!  I  brought  to  bed!  I-really 
•*'  believe,  if  I  may  ufe  fuch  an  exprel- 
«*  fion,  my  mothfr  is  gone  diftrafted." 
— "  Aye,  butit  is  too  true  for  all  that  T' 

•  replied  the  fervanr,  very  coarlclyj  **  ancf 
**  you  would  do  much  better,  Mifs,  to 
•*  own  who  has  abufed  you."*'— ««  You 
•*  are  an  impertinent  hurtj',"  anAvercd  !» 

•  giving  her  a  box  on  the  ear  5  «'  it  be- 
«*  comes  you  mighty  well,  truly,  to 
««  talk  to  me  in  this  manner :  learn  the 
•*  refpefl  you  owe  me.  My  mother  is 
**  miltrefs,and  may  fay  whs^t  flie  pleafes, 
•'  though,  God  knows,  I  bear  it  very 
*«  impatiently  even  from  her ;  but,  for 
*•  you,  let  me  hear  no  more  of  it.""  The 
«  fervant,  provcked  at  my  behaviour, 

•  took  fo  much  liberty  in  a  pert  aniwer 

•  (he  made  me,  that,  tranfporteQ  be- 
'  yond  all  bounds,  I  catched  up  a  can* 

•  dleitick  which  ftood  by  my  l>ed-fnle, 
«  and  threw  it  with  fo  mucbiWce,  that 


'  lighting  tinhappity  on  her  temple,  fkh 
*  expired  in  about  two  hours  time. 

'  Imagine,  Mademoifelle,*  continued 
the  unfortunate  pilgrim  with  a  deep 
figh,  '  the  defpair  this  laft  fad  accident 
occafioned.  I  got  out  of  bed,  bewail- 
ing what  I  had  done,  and  ran  in  mj 
ihift  like  a  mad  creature  to  my  mo- 
ther's chamber.  She*  was  crying, 
and  feemed  frightened  at  the  fight  of 
me.  She  came  and  embraced  me, 
and  led  me  back  to  my  chamber  with 
all  the  carefles  her  tendemefs  could 
infpire;  but,  how  gjreat  was  her  con- 
fternation  when  flie  beheld  the  maid 
grovelling  on'the  floor  in  her  blood ! 
She  called  for  help ;  a  furgeon  was 
fent  for:  but  all  in  vain;  his  fkiU 
could  not  fave  her  life. 

*  A  plaufible  account,  you  may  ima- 
gine, was  given  of  this  accident;  as 
there  was  no  witnefs  prefent,  and  we 
much  known  and  refpeifted,  the  author 
of  the  murder  was  never  called  ia 
qucftion. 

*  In  the  mean  time,  this  laft  adven- 
ture, together  with  what  my  mothpr 
had  alleged,  affe6^ed  me  fo  much, 
that  I  fell  verv  ill,  and  lay  at  the  point 
of  death.  The  convincing  proofs  ftie 
had  given  me  of  my  having  really  Iain 
in,  though  I  knew  myfelf  entirely  in- 
nocent, afforded  me  a  gloomy  light  in 
my  fatal  deftiny,  and  perplexing  my 
mind  with  fo  many  contradiftions, 
brouglit  me  into  the  condition  I  juft 
now  mentioned.  My  mother  was  Co 
terrified,  that  fhe  made  a  vow  of  goin^ 
in  pilgrimage  to  our  Lady's  of  Lux- 
embourg, if  God  would  pleafe  to  re- 
flore  my  health. 

*  Her  prayers  were  heard,  doubtlefs, 
for  the  greater  punifhment  of  my  fins. 
On  my  recovery,  fhe  began  to  think 
of  her  grave,  the  way  to  which  our 
misfortunes  had  already  paved;  hut 
my  perfiftiBg  not  to  acknowledge  who 
it  was  fhe  imagined  had  abufed  me, 
(a  refufal  fhe  confidered  as  a  proof  of 
an  obllinnte  and  wicked  heart)  was. 
fuch  a  finifhing  flroke,  that  .fhe  funic 
under  it.  Finding  her  diffolution 
draw  near,  and  feeing  me  in  tears  by 
her  bfd-fide,  flie  conjured  nie,  by  the 
condition  I  fawher  in,  to  give  her  the 
fatisfaftion  fhe  had  Co  long  defired. 
What  could  I  fay,  ignorant  as  I  was 
of  what  had  happtnetl,  but  convinced 
that  if  there  was  any  thing  in  it,  fome 
very  extraordinary'  nicans  bad  been 

•  employed? 
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mifed  durin^^  my  illnefs;  bcfideii,  I 
firmly  detcrmincil  at  my  reti^  to  be- 
come a  nun,  beltowing  one  half  of  mf 
eftate  on  the  poor,  and  dividing  the 
other  among  my  relations,  without  re- 
gard to  proximity  of  blood,  but  as 
their  feveral  wants  might  require. 

*  After  thi^  plan  wasformed,  I  com« 
municated  it  to  my  woithj  director* 
He  cpngratulated  me  on  hich  piont 
rcrdutions,  ini'pined,  as  he  laid,  by  the  ' 
Divine  Grace  )  but  he  difapproved  of 
the  pilgrimage^  as  liable  to  great  io- 
conveniences,  to  which,  in  lb  long  a 
journey,  a  young  woman  muft  un* 
avoidably  be  expofed.  He  offered  m 
difptnration  from  the  vow;  but  he 
found  me  fo  lirongly  bent  on  the  per- 
formance, that  he  was  obliged  to  con- 
fent,  after  giving  roc  the  beft  advice 
for  regulating  my  conduft,  and  avoid- 
ing the  dangers  his  prudence  forelaw 
would  attend  the  execution  of  my  de- 
fign.  Before  I  be^n  my  pilgrimage, 
I  iettled  my  affairs,  refervinor  only 
what  was  abfoluttly  nccefiary  for  the 
ftate  of  life  I  was  determed  to  em* 
brace.  My  relations  ulird  their  ut- 
moft  endeavours  to  dilFuade  nie  from 
making  over  my, fortune,  juftly  sip- 
prehending,  thai  if  I  (hould  change 
my  mind,  I  muft  depend  upon  the 
courtcfy  of  others  for  a  fubfiltencej 
but  mv  fteadinefs  furniounted  all  thefe 
obftacles ;  and,  as  they  perceived  I  wa« 
entirely  taken  up  with  my  proje^, 
they  left  me  at  liberty  to  a6l  as  I 
judged  proper.  A  defign  of  em- 
bracing a  religious  life  has  this  par- 
ticular privilege,  that  it  fupplies  the 
incapacity  of  minors. 

*  Tlicday  befoi-e  my  departure  I  un* 
derwent  an  aflfault  little  inferior  to  the 
reft.  I  received  on  the  fame  day  two 
letters  from  fielizai.  The  firit  in- 
formed me  how  much  he  fuffered  by 
being  feparated  from  me,  and  that  no- 
thing could  effe6l  the  leaft  alteration 
in  his  fentiments:  he  acquainted  me 
that  his  father  was  dead,  and  had  left 
him  a  plentiful  fortune}  that  decency 
alone  had  prevented  him  till  now  from 
alluring  me  that  his  happineis  was  in* 
compatible  with  my  aofence ;  he  be« 
fought  me  to  accept  of  his  hand  and 
heart  with  all  he  poflefl'ed ;  he  ex^ 
horted  me  to  reilc£l  very  ferioufly  on 
what  he  propofed,  declaring,  that  in 
fome  fcnlc  I  w  is  not  a(  liberty  to  do 
othcrwife,  nor  i'o  much  my  own  mif- 

'  tieft 


f  employed  ?   My  mother  could  not  be 

*  perfuadcd  but  that  I  dilTcmbled  the 
^  truth,  and  upon  that  account  never 

*  looked  towards  me  during  the  few 

*  days  (be  had  to  live  j  neither  could  my 

<  tears  nor  intreaties  prevail  upon  her 
'  to  give  me  her  bleiTm^.     She  aflured 

*  me,  juft  before  (he  expued,  that  foon- 

*  er  or  later  God  would  puniQi  my  falfe 
*•  heart. 

*  Her  death,  attended  with  fo  many 

*  cmH  circumftances,   threw  me  into 

*  fnch  agonies  of  defpair,  that  I  made  fe- 

*  vcral  attempts  on  my  own  life.  My  re- 

*  lations,  who  never  left  roe  after  this  lafi 

<  accident,  watched  me  day  and  night; 

*  and  it  is  to  their  vigilance  I  owe  my 
'  pie:(ervation  from  an  untimely  end. 

*  This  frenzy  laftcd  above  a  month. 
'  It  is  true,  the  frequent  exhortations  of 

*  a  worthy  clergyman,  whofe  learning 

*  equalled  his  great  compaillon,  brought 

*  me  by  degrees  to  myfelf.  He  prc- 
'  railed  on  me,  after  hearing  all  my 
'  misfortunes,  to  have  recourie  to  Al- 
«  mighty  God.   My  finccrity  and  iimo- 

*  cence  appeared  to  him  indilputable : 

<  religion  had  gained  it's  afcendantover 

*  me,  and  I  made  my  confeflTion  with  the 

*  difpofitions  of  a  fmcere  penitent.  The 

*  good  pried  gueffed,  from  ail  the  cir- 

*  comfiances  of  my  misfortunes,  that 
'  (bme  unnatural  means  had  been  bale- 

*  \y  employed  on  this  oceaHon,  or  that 
'  a  (ieeping  potion  had  been  fecreily  ad* 

*  miniSered,  dnce  i  was  entirely  inno- 

*  cent.     This  ieemed  the  more  likely, 

*  from  fome  particulars  I  informed  him 

<  of;  and  ^tiding  how  much  I  iiiiftred 

*  in  relating  all  that  had  pafled,  he  com- 

*  forted  me  by  repreJenting,  that  as  I 

*  could  not  forcfec  what  was  to  happen, 
'  I  might  reafonably  hope  to  find  mer- 
■  c«  in  the  fight  of  God ;  but,  if  I  had 
'  perd^fid  in  rebelling  againii  his  will, 

*  I  ihouid  hare  excluded  myfelf  from 
'  hu  holy  grace:  that  Providence  or- 

*  dered  every  thing  for  the  beft,  and 
'  out  of  love  to  his  creatures,  often 

*  moved  it's  fecret  fprings  to  draw  us  to 

*  itfelf ;  that  in  misfortunes  like  mine, 

*  the  only  rcfourcc  was  to  fubmit  to  it's 

*  ntmai  decrees. 
'  Such  exhortations,  often  repeated 

*  with  great  fervour,  had  the  effeft  the 
'  good  curate  propofed.     After  a  fpiri- 

*  toal  retreat  of  nine  days  which  he  en- 
'  joined,  methought  an  infpiration  from 
'  Heaven  induced  me  to  make  a  vow 
<  of  faliiUiDg  what  my  mothtr  had  pro* 
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trefs  as  to  difpofe  of  myftlf  without 
his  confent, 

*  1  was  ft  ill  at  a  lofs  to  comprehend 
the  meaning  of  ail  this,  which  I 
thought  a  very  extraordinary  method 
of  couitihip ;  but  the  fecond  letter, 
dated  two  days  after  the  iirft»  and 
wrote  left  I  (hould  hefitate  in  coming 
to  a  determination,  fully  apprized  me 
of  my  fatal  deftiny,  by  his  declaring 
khnfeif  very  roundly  to  be  my  hu(band. 
He  thcoe  acquainted  me  with  the  bafe 
means  lie  had  employed  to  obtain  that 
title,  vainly  endeavouring  to  palliate 
them  bv  the  excefs  of  his  paiHon,  and 
a  dread  of  lofing  me,  too  well  gtx>und- 
ed  on  the  antipathy  I  exprefied  to  an v 
engagement;  tnat  having confidered  all 
this,  be  made  ufeof  fome  very  extra- 
ordinary means  to  lay  me  afleep  :  that 
at  firft  he  had  no  farther  view  than  to 
remedy  a  want  of  fleep,  frrfm  which 
I  fuffercd  very  much  daring  my  ill- 
nefs  i  but  the  opportunity  appearing 
io  favourable  to  his  future  lawful  de- 
ijgns,  as  he  called  them,  he  could  not 
lefift  the  temptation;  that  he  had  flatter- 
•d  himi(:lf,  in  caf^  a  plodg^  of  his  love 
ihould  appear,  decency  would  effect 
what  his  paflion'  and  addrefles  could 
not  com  pals.  How  far  he  was  in 
the  right,  my  behavionr  muil  deter- 
mine. 

'  The  fecond  letter  juftly  incenfed  me 
to  a  very  great  degree.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  prejudice  of  my  fecret  paflion 
for  this  unworthy  lover,  I  firmly  re- 
vived never  to  iee  his  face  more,  and 
that  nothing  (hould  ever  prevail  on  me 
to  change  my  mind.  I  refoived  to 
exert  myielf  in  endeavouring  to  for- 

Fit  him.  Addrefling  myfelf  to  God, 
made  a  facrifice  to  Him  of  whatever 
.  inclination  might  remain,  and  renewed 
my  vow  of  becoming  a  non  $  a  refo* 
lution  I  have  hitherto  perfifted  in,  and 
viriil  never  lay  aiide,  tiufting  in  God 
that  his  holy  grace  will  fupport  me 
againft  eveiy  thing  that  may  tend  to 
ftiake  my  refolution. 

*  It  is  now  a  year  and  a  day  fince  I 
came  from  home  in  this  equipage.  I 
have  had  the  good  fortune  to  execute 
my  defien  without  meeting  with  any 
troubleiome  adventure;  and,  as  my 
vow  is  fulfilled  this  day,  to-morrow  I 
bid  adieu  to  the  world. 

*  Thus  I  have  given  you,  Mademoi- 
fdie,  the  hiftory  of  my  misfortunes, 
which  wll)  be  ever  fiefl)  in  my  memo- 


ly.    For  wj  greater  l^umillatimi^  T 
have  made  it  a  law  to  myfelf  always 
to  give  a  detail  of  them  to  fuch  as  die^ 
(ire  it,  to  the  end  that  this  hifiory, 
being  made  publick,  may  teach  young 
women  to  dread  the  vile  arti(ices  which 
men  are  fo  apt  to  employ  in  feducin^ 
their  innocence,  and  to  be  alwaya  on 
their  guard  againft  fuch  beafts  of  prey, 
the  more  to  be  feared,  when  embolden^ 
ed  in  the  havock  they  make  by  any  al- 
luring  endowments  of  body  or  miitiJ. 
<  To  this  recital  of  my  misfortunes 
there  i«  one  condition  annexed,  which 
I  do  not  previoufiy  mention,  becauie 
]  am  perfuaded  nobody  will  refufe  to 
comply  with  it  $  it  is,  Mademoifelle^ 
to  do  ibme  aft  of  piety  in  my  behalf^ 
that  God  will  plea(e  to  give  me  per- 
feverance  in  the  holy  featiments  with 
which  he  has  infpired  me,  and  (bengtk 
to  put  them  in  execution.^ 
Thus  did  Lindamine  iiniih  her  Amry^ 
wiping  away  her  tears,  which  (he  could 
not  reltrain.  I  thanked  her  for  the  com- 
plaifance  (he  had  (hewn,  and  enquired 
how  far  otf  the  convent  might  be  wht- 
tlKr  ftie  propofed  to  retire.     Her  anfwer 
was,  that  (he  had  not  aa  yet  pitched 
upon  any  place ;  that  it  was  indifferent 
to  her ;  and,  as  (he  intended  to  forfake 
the  world  entirely,  (he  propofed,  whea 
her  fteward  arrived,  to  make  him  be* 
fpeak  fome  convent  where  (he  was  not 
known  t  that  for  this  reafon  (he  would 
not  (ix  her  retirement  in  her  own  coun- 
try }  eifewhere  (he  had  no  objection,  if 
(he  were  received. 

Upon  hearing  this,  a  thou^t  came 
into  my  head,  that  might  )»e  equally 
ierviceable  to  her,  and  give  me  an  op* 
portunity  of  fending  fome  account  of 
myfelf  to  dear  Saint  Agnes,  ever  pre*, 
fentin  my  heart.  With  this  view,  I 
rekommeiukd  very  eameftly  to  Linda- 
mine  the  monaftery  I  had  lately  left« 
mi(ing  to  direft  her  to  a  lady  wh« 
lOured  me  with  her  friend(hip,  fmd 
who  would  take  a  fingular  pleafurcg 
through  a  (incere  piety  and  obliging  dif* 
po(ition,  to  ierve  her  as  far  aa  lay  in 
her  power  $  that  it  was  the  fureft  means 
of  compleating  her  defign,  as  (he  would 
be  received  with  open  arms  $  and  l>eine 
fo  well  recommenaed,  no  enquiry  would 
be  made. 

Lindamine  made  her  acknowledgew 
ments  with  great  vivacity,  and  accepted 
very  kindly  of  my  propofal.  I  Ulked 
a  great  deal  to  her  caaccraiag  Saint 

Agnet^ 
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Agneft,  pna&Dg  ller  fwec^  diifiefilioii 
md  ^recibfe  ceavcrfation.  I  fpeot  the 
lonaiiufer  of  tlie  dmy  in  enteitaiiiing  the 
^Rtcy  nilffriA  ivith  the  ^titfaftioii  Aw 
wwU  fiaiS  ki  the  company  of  my  friend, 
«hofe  sdfttitvres>  when  acquainted  with 
them,  wdukl  tntcreft  her  ilfuch»  ahd 
ebU{^  her  CD  own  that  Sainc  Agnes,  tn 
Same  reipedv,  was  more  to  be  pitied 
tbaa  faeriUf.  Lindamine  Teemed  irery 
mdi  tepriscd  ai  this^  and  afked  what 
aitlbrtttncs  were  comparable  to  her 
evFD«  ^ 

The  perplexity  ifito  which  this  onef. 
tion  threw  me,  made  Saint  Fal  rife  from 
his  feat,  eaiily  apprehending  that,  as 
iiiattera  were,  his  prefence  might  be 
fiioe  reftraint  upod  me.  Obliging  and 
ir^i'brcd  as  be  was,  he  delired  leaire  to 
to  before  it  was  too  late,  and  try  the 
benefit  of  the  air  for  a  head*ache  he  had 
been  troubled  with  (ince  morning.  As 
be  addreflfed  htrnfelf  to  me,  P  anfwered 
with  a  bow ;  upon  which  he  retired. 

When  LitMlamine  and  I  were  alofie, 
I  picfled  her  ag;un  to  pitch  upon  the 
CQOfeat  I  had  mentioned.  She  aiTtired 
Aic,  that  (he  would  go  next  day  to  Ma- 
dame De  G**'  's  •nd  as  foon  as  that 
hdV  had  fettled  the  terihs  of  her  ad- 
fesi^iOD  die  woald  enters  This  point 
being  letiled,  i  rernroed  the  fubjeet  of 
Saint  Agues,  and  related  her  hiftory  in 
IhoR  to  Liodsitiitie,  that  (be  might  en- 
tatain  the  better  opinion  of  her.     The 

&im  coofeffed^  that  if  the  fair  nun 
te  leaA  of  her  crmies  to  reproach 
berielf  withal,  file  (Lindamine)  would 
alfow  herfidf  to  be  the  leaft  unhappy  of 
dKtwoi  but  that  tio  misfortune  was 
equal  CO  the  ftings  of  a  guilty  con- 


Lindamine  very  rraldily  gathered  from 
aijF  friend's  biftory,  that  I  was  entruited 
with  £amt  letters  of  conlequence,  which 
I  bad  not  as  yet  found  means  to  fend  i 
Btt  sold  me  ve/y  obligingly,  that  if  I' 
^mM  tFcntute  them  in  her  handi ,  Ihe 
^pioidd  aoiwer  lor  their  being  delivered} 
lhataiefi>ooM  tedthenextday  atrufty 
£tmm  exprcTi  with  them,  who  fliouid 
Ktmn  ana  eive  her  ax  account  of  the 
cxecxciMi  or  his  commifton^  I  was  fo 
xiea  pleaM  with  dk  feafiblenefs  and 
ci^editiim  «f  tbe  piopofal,  that,  tran- 
mffted  ta  think  iiofW  overjoyed  Salitt 
^aes  w#o|d  be  to  have  her  bufinefs  To 
wm  followed,  I  threw  my  apns  aboert 
Ijudsmxne^s  neck  for  ioy .  This  lovely 
Vwfd  fli^  faiejidlf  tUff- 


Dolition,  had  •  peat  mind  to  know,  ia 
her  turn,  fiiy  hsftory  |  arid  though  her 
politenefs  made  hk  rpidily  aee^t  of  tht 
exciifes  I  framed,  yet  4he  could  not  for* 
bear  renewind  the  attack  ftteral  times  i 
at  laft,  I  toU  hrr#idi  a  Imile,  that  it 
wotdd  be  a  very  ill  return  for  all  her 
civilities^  to  trouble  her  with  a  detail 
of  my  mialbrtunes  y  that  Saint  Agnee 
ifaould  fatifcfy  her  euriofity,  and  by  an 
agreeable  manner  of  relating  the  hiftoryi 
would  render  it  left  inTunportabfe.  Lito- 
damine  allowed  of  this  frivolous  apolo- 
gy ^  but  ii  only  ferved^as  I  was  afterwarda 
informed,  to  hicreafe  her  impatieiice« 
As  the  time  left  for  dii^siching  our  bu- 
finefs grew  very  diort,  we  fet  otfrlelvea 
to  writing.  I  was  very  glad  of  thia 
oppohunity  to  beg  of  hfudaitle  De  Gw* 
the  continuanee  of  her  friendfliip,  and 
to  give  her  an  account  of  my  prefent 
fituation.  My  letter  to  Saint  Agnea 
gave  me  the  leaft  tiouble,  though  by  far 
the  iongeft.  After  lettirfg  her  know 
how  happy  I  was  in  having  fuch  an  op* 
portunity  of  ferving  her,  I  defired  that 
if  the  marquis  fli«uld  chance  to  come 
to  the  monaftery,  (which  I  imagined 
might  po^bly  happen)  (be  would  oftafii 
to  inform  him,  that,  whatever  befei  me| 
I  ihould  jireferve  the  moft  affeAionate 
and  faith hil  fentiments  in  his  regard. 

We  fpent  fo  much  time  in  wrttingi 
that  it  was  eight  o^clock  before  we  fi« 
ni/hed  our  difpatches.  I  was  ftirrprit* 
ed  that  Saint  Fal  did  not  return :  his 
polite  behaviour;  and  the  cofufidence 
ffiewn  in  leaving  me  to  myfelf  at  thia 
prefent,  knowing  I  bad  tt  in  my  power  to 
efcape,  as  I  hid  formerly  done  §  this  not 
only  effacfd  all  refentmtnt  of  his  beha- 
viour on  the  firft  day,  but  even  created  aM 
eileem,  and  gave  me  ibme  uneafinefs  for 
^s  abfence,  as  it  was  not  a  fit  hour  to  be 
in  the  fields  in  winter.  Enq^iriagfbrhtm^ 
I  was  cniwered  that  he  vrts  gone  to  kill 
fome  game,  and  very  likely  watching  !• 
/hoot  a  hare*  I  k\)ew  veiy  well,  beinn 
bred  in  the  country,  th^t  fportfmea 
often  ftaid  oiK  late.  I  retiinied  fome* 
thing  fatisfied  to  Lindamine,  but  waa 
much  furprited  to  find  at  her  feet  a 
very  handfome  gentleftian^  expreiitnif 
himftlf  with  great  emotion,  and  frea^ 
whom  the  pretty  pilgrim  was  e^ex*- 
Vodring  to  free  herlelt^  with  wonti^  i^ 
q<lefitly  mtcrrupted  with  her  teaif*-  t 
was  vpon  the  point  6f  rcch-ing^  without 
exomimhrkg  any  l^her,  when  J^daf 
auiKaciedwt,  ^Hioyn^  deirjcnnyf 
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come  in  aiid  lend  nie  ^oor  aiEilanee» 
to  guard  ihy  heart  againft  the  attacks 
of  thif  Tile  man,  the  xmworthy  Jovcr 

Su  have  already  hdard  me  mention, 
ihold  the  brutal  ravtflier!  vho  en- 
deavours to  alledge  ihe  moft  outrage- 
ous injiiry  as  a  proof  of  the  tendcreft 
<affe6Vion/— *  Yest  charming  Linda- 
'  mine  V  ifiedBelizai,  interrupting  her 
with  |;feat  eaeemefsy   *  may  Itavcii 
punifli  me  this  inftant,  if  I  had  the 
leaft  intention  of  offending  you,  from 
the  firft  moment  my  heart,  captivated 
by  your  charms,  to  the  name  of  lover 
would  fain  have  joined  that  of  huT* 
band  !    8ee  here  the  iirft  ofi^n  of  my 
crime :  your  coldnefs)  the  diftafte  you 
exprei&d  on  alt  occafions  a^inll  ma> 
trimony  f  your  father*8  eonfent,  which 
by  difcoverin^  his  views,  I  was  in 
hopes  of  obts^ming,  if  I  could  bring 
my  defigns  to  bear ;  all  this  put  toge* 
ther,  compleatly  fedoced  and  blinded 
me.     I  plead  guilty,   my  charming 
Ltndamine!     Tbftt  you  really  fovc 
me  is   no  iecretj    why,    therefore, 
through  an   unfe«fonable  pun6tiliov 
will  you  make  us  both  unhappy  1  my 
wife,  my  dear  wife  1  as  you  are  V^^ 
Hold,  barbarous  man  V  cried  the  pil- 
grim, all  in  tears,  *  what  o<Uous  title 
'  do  you  give  me  t  what  bafe  means-— 
O  Heaven  \  dare  you-*'    *  Yes,  you 
are  my  wife  1*  replied  Belizai,  eager- 
ly grafping  her  knees  j.*  nothing  but 
death  ihall  wreft  from  me  the  amiable 
name  of  hu(band.    Let  thi^  lady  be 
judge/  continued  the  wretched  lover 
tuming  to  me}  *  ibt  (hall  decide/-* <  I 
*  take  you  at  your  word,'  replied  Lin- 
damine,  cafting  a  look  at  me  ;<  I  am 
Satisfied  her  fentiments  of  honour  and 
religion  are  fuch,  that  I  have  ug  room 
to  doubt  her  paffing  fentence  in  my 
favour.* 

Belizai,  finding  his  deftiny  placed  in- 
my  hands,  rofe  up,  and  began  with  ex- 
aggerating his  pailion,  tenidemefs,  and 
«onftancy.  He  fet  forth  the  molt  fpe- 
cious  pretences  in  ezcuie  of  his  Ga(hiiers 
tnd  it's  confequences :  be  endeavoured 
to  make  me  enter  into  bis  opiniotti 
which  was,  that  fince  what  had  hap- 
pened could  not  be  recalled,  decency 
feouired  that  marria^fhould  fupply  the 
defers  of  his  pail  oondu^i,  alledsiag 
that,  «bftra6led  from  his  love,  pnSnty 
iobli^  ban  to  iniift  on  the  marriage  $ 
ifoay  thence  he  f>aied  to  the  torments 
*tr  htd  ItArnt  wbilft  ^^cnt  from  aU 


that  wa  dear  to  him  in  this  life.  Itt 
Ibught  to  move  my  compaiEon,  by  giv^ 
ing  me  an  account  of  the  advantageous 
matches  he  had  refufed  for  Lindamine's 
fake  s  he  affirmed,  that  being  mefled 
by  his  relations  in  that  particular,  he 
Int  Lifbon  to  avoid  their  miportunitiesp 
and  came  to  Montpelier  a  year  ago»  to 
make  a  facrifiq^  of  all  thoie  offers  to  hi*^ 
mifhefs,  and  prefent  her  his  hand  {  that 
finding,  to  his  grief,  that  fhe  was  gone 
from  thencfe,  andf  not  knowing  waac 
to  find  her,  he  had.  wandered  about  ia 
fearch  of  her  ever  ^ce ;  that  returmn|^ 
to  Montpdier,  and  luckily  difcoverin^ 
by  mere  accident  that  fhe.  had  lent. for 
a  chaire,Jie  watched  it's  fetdng  out» 
and  followed  it  without  beini^perceived^ 
in  order  to  throw  himfelf  at  his  miftiefs's 
feet,  and  either  obtain  her'pardon»  or 
an  end  of  his  aflli^iions  by  the  violence 
of  his  defpair.  ^ 

I  gave  Belizai  fuU  fcope  to  utter  what 
he  had  to  fay  |  then  turning  to  Linda* 
nune,  I  alked  her  if  Ihe  hM  any  thing 
to  add  on  this  fubjeft  to  what  me  had 
already  (kid.  Her  anfwer  was,  that  fhe 
had  not,  and  that  nothing  in  the  world 
fhould  prevail  upon  her  to  alter  her  i#> 
folutions. 

Encouraged  by  thefe  words*  I  ad* 
drettbd  raytelf  to  Belizai  in  the  follow - 
'ing  manner.  *  Sin(t  you  are  pleafed^ 
*  Sir,  to  refer  yourfelf  to  my  decifion»* 
faid  I,  *  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  my 
'  fentiments  from  yours  on  this  affair 
are  very  different :  you  muil  excufe 
me  if  I  affeit,  that  in  my  opimon^ 
you  are  not  only  unworthy  of  the  £a* 
v'our  to  which  you  pretend,  but  even 
of  being  received  mto  the  rank  of 
thofe,  whole  ftrift  re^rd  for  virtue 
give  them  a  ynft  elevation  of  thought  ^ 
unce  yott  have  fo  outragcovfly  tram^ 
pled  on  thofe  very  difUtes  of  honour, 
and  probity,  upon  which  you  ieem^ 
with,fo  little  leafon,  to  value  yourfelf,. 
Ia  it  poffible,  with  your  educatiou  and 
parts,  (for  it  were  injoftice  to  deny 
you  either)  that  you  fliould  a6t  in  a 
manner  ^.inconnftent  with  the  dutjr 
yon  owe  yourfidf  i  The  deluding,  or 
even  forcing  a  wonan,  black,  af  they 
are,  fail  fhort  of  the  crime  you  hav^ 
committed:  the  two  firft  anay  be  cons^- 
pai-ed  to  two  men  of  iuperipr  ftrengtli 
and  a^vity^  attacking  two  others^ 
who,  by  their  known  want  of  ikiU 
and  ODurage,  are  no  way  able  ap 
wi^tfaftaad  thcux  i  whfieas  y9iic  cokw 

*  duft 
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drA  refemblct  caoftl^  tliat  of  t  ImA 
alliffia,  who  Ibibt  his  adverfivy  in 
the  b^k  or  aflcep.  lo  the  firft  caTe* 
iSk  9ggnSon  leave  room  for  makinc 
a  defence ;  m  lucky  accident  may  pol* 
fiblyehide  their  l^rength  and  (kills 
but  in  the  cafe  befbie  nt,  who  can 
poffiblybefecure?  In  tnitfi»  I  mnft 
fiiyity  your  behaviour  in  this  affair 
ii  properly  an  affiiffination.  I  will 
hy  no  more.    You  plead*  Svi  that 

Cr  Bore  prompted  you  to  perpetrate 
outrage.'  No,  Sirj  real  love  ne- 
ver leads  to  villainy :  befidcsy  it  it  not 
to  be  called  love,  whete  the  pai&on 
akimately  Tenters  in  ttfelf  .  A  lady 
who  was  pleafed  to  have  Ibma  Ihare 
in  my  edocatioD,  and  who  is  very 
joftly  adndired  for  her  nice  difccrn- 
ncnt,  always  afiertcd,  that  true  efteem 
not  only  wiihts  it*s  objcft  ^PPTt 
bat  even  exerts  ail  ^oflible  means  to 
render  it  to,  even  in  the  higheft  de- 
gree that  can  be  defired.  But  what 
obligation  do  you  lay  upon  your  mif* 
tre6»  whom  you  admire  becanfe  fte 
is  handfimne,  bears  a  good  cfaara£lek-, 
is  (wcet  tempered;  has,  if  you  pleafe, 
oocommon  talents  j  in  a  word,  com- 
pleady  qualified  to  be  a  companion 
for  life  ? .  A  hundred  others  will  be 
in  love  with  her  as  well  as  you,  but 
perhapa  are  unwilling  to  make  a  fa- 
criiioe  to  her  of  their  Icverai  indina- 
tioDs  and  fonnnes.  Put  the  cafe, 
tkat  this  miftrefs,  at  an  unguarded 
hoar,  fliould  be  fo(ceptible  /  of  any 
frailty  {  a  man  of  worth  who  pro- 
pofes  to  marry  her,  would  be  the  firft 
to  rvpport  her  againft  any  fach  weak- 
nefe,  rar  from  taking  the  advantage 
of  focb  an  inclination.  If  you  fedc 
to  make  yoorfelf  agreeable  by  laft- 
ing  recommendations,  foch  as  pro* 
bity,  virtue,  and  honout,  theei&em 
you  create  will  always  Aibfift|  ^ou 
muft  even,  when  requifite,  iiicnfice 
your  very  love  itfelf  j  and  if  you  can* 
not  compleat  the  happtnefs  of  the  per- 
ion  beloved,  you  ought  to  contribute 
all  that  lies  in  your  povrer  to  efitA  it 
in  the  arms  of  another ;  a  fentiment, 
^1^  noi»le,andof  which  we  fee  but  few 
inftmcesj  neverthelefs,  I  haveknown' 
diofewhofe'ereatpefs  of  fool  would 
not  heeft  f&d  thegi  6n  fiich  an  oc- 
cafioUk 

*  in  fine,  3ir/  contimcd  I,  <  there 
is  no  real  happinefs  without  the  ftri^M 
ttgtfd  to  h^^r.  and  pff^hky.    Tl^ 


reafim  is,  beeaule  when  pdBont  htyc 
no  other  fupportthan  thcmfelveS,  they 
mutually  dafli  and  fliake  each  other  | 
whereas,  that  love  which  has  virtur 
fyr  it's  guide,  fiAs  happineft,  as  it 
is  not  liwle  to  th^  vexations  and  irn* 
petuous  ftorms  the  fallies  of  a  difor* 
derly  inclination  ufually  create.  How 
flender  foevcr  my  experience  mav  bc^ 
I  think  I  have  given  yon  a  faint  dcctch 
of  the  real  cnraAer  of  a  man  of 
worth,  and  an  honoorable  lever,  to 
both  vrhich  I  think  Mademoifellc 
Lindamine  jullty  intitled,  and  which» 
had  flie  found  them  in  you,  would 
have  made  her  compkatly  happ^,  if 
(he  really  has  thofe  favouiable  feoti^ 
ments  in  your  behalf  as  you  feem  to 
aflert )  but,  through  an  unhappy  con* 
traft,  Ihe  is  become  the  ooft  wretch^ 
ed  of  her  fex.  Kefleft  how  many 
cruel  evils  have  flowed  from  your 
rsAinefti  ihe  lofts  her  father}  pro* 
voked  by  an  impertinent  anfwer,  em* 
brues  her  hands  in  bkod^  brings  her 
mother  to  the  jpravej'and  is  on  the 
point  of  plungmg  hcrftlf  headlong 
intoetemitv.  To  compleat  the  wholeip 
flie  lies  under  the  ftri^keft  obligations* 
both  of  honour  and  religion,  to  make 
herfelf  a  facriiice,  and  retire  for  the 
reft  of  her  life  to  «  monaftery,  in  or« 
der  to  appofe  the  remorft  of  a  guil- 
ty conlcience.  Let  fo  generous  aa 
effort  be  equalled  on  your  fide  |  or,  if 
you  cannot  obtain  -  to  nobl^  a  viAoiy 
over  yourfelf,  at  Icaft  give  this  laft 
proof  of  your  love,  not  ,to  difturb 
ner  in  the  execntion  of  what  ihe  pro- 
pofes.* 

I  had  no  (boner  named  a  mMallery, 
but  Beliaai  threw  himfelf  again  at  her 
feet,  with  fuch  marks  of  a  (incere  repen* 
tance,utsering^the  moft  moving  fpeecbes, 
accompanied'  with  Ggns  of  fo  real  a  de- 
fpair,  that  the  beautiful  creature's  paffion 
began  to  revive;  fome  ^»arks  ftemcd  to 
force  their  way.  BeUzai»  as  cunning 
as  amorous,  perceivins  the  effect  his 
prefence  and  difcourfe  had,  purfued  his 
advants^e  fq  warmly,  a^id  gave  it  Cq 
many  different  turns,  that,  with  a  deep 
fi^,  followed  by  a  ihower  of  tears,  ihe 
owned  her  happinefs  infeparable  from 
his,  and  that  her  vow  waS'  the  only  ob- 
Aacie  left.  Tranfported  with  this  ac- 
knowledgment, Belizai  told  her  that 
fuchvows  were  of  very  littlecoofequencc ; 
that  any  prieft  had  fufficient  power  to 
gnu%  %  dt&cniadoB  frojipi  it»  tb$  obtaiiv- 
•  0  *  'v%. 
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iy^gof  wliichwenld  be  attended  with  the 
)eli  difficulty,  a9  there  weirc  fuch  cogent 
ireaibns  for  thetf^  being  married.  This 
f^indamtnewafily  refuted,  and  beoinning 
again  to  niention-ber  vow  and  the  n|o* 
naAeryy  Beliaai  in  2^  violent  tranfporl 
drewhit  fwen),  and  would  haye  thrown 
liiipfelf  upon  it.  <  Hold,  cruel  main  V 
cried  Ifindamine,  her  blood  nynning 
chill  in  her  veins «  *  will  you  ftrike  the 
f  finiflung  ftroke  to  all  ray  misfortunes  i 
f  Put  up  yoiir  fword.  Alas '.  I  cannot 
f  furvive  you  a  momgnt.  I  pauft  yield| 
f  Ko,  you  Iball  not  die,  you  are  too  dfat 
f  to  me.  9eaven|  !*  what  wpuld  become 
f  of  me  if  I  had  this  death  beiides  to 

*  lament  I  Do  not,  Belizai,  do  ^ot  thus 
f  terrify  me  any  more  {  I  tremble  ftil), 
f  and  am  unable,  in  the  conflemation 
1  you  have  occaboned,  to  come  to  any 
f  refbltttion.  Allow  htm  this  night  to  im-^ 
f  ptore  the  affiftance  of  ileaven,  that  I 
f  may  be  dire^d  by  it^s  infpirations  i  i^ 
f'  the  morning  you  (hall  have  ray  anfwer; 
f  alas  t  too  corcformable,  perhaps,  to  mv 
<  inclinations/  The  lover  would  l^avc 
fepiied,  but  JLindamine  a^ured  him  that 
'de  would  not  hear  any  thing  more ;  that 
he  had  already  but  too  fuccefsfully  pre- 
vailed J  diathe  ought  to  be  fatisfied  with 
|he  promiie  the  bad  made,  alid  entreat- 
ed h>n)  to  retire.  He  complied,  but  with 
iTuch  a  Vi/ibie  Airrow  as  moved  roe  very 
^inuch. 

Lindamine  returned  to  me,  dry  i ng  her 
tears,  and  aiTured  ine  that  nothing  fliould 
prevail  on  Her  to  alter  the  refolution  ()ie 
liad  taken.  *  Ought  I  not  to  blufli,* 
|aid  (he,  *  wlien  1  lopk  you  in  the  face, 
f  after  betraying  fo  much  weaknefsf 

*  But,  deareft  JeTiny,  deprive  me  not  oJF 
f  your  eileem  t  I  am  the  ipovp  to  be 

*  pitied}  for,  notwithftandrag  tbe  vio- 
f  lence  of  a  paflion,  reviv^  a^  the  fight 
f  of  him  who  fiHt  inl)>tred  it,  y(>u  ijiall 
f  /ee  me  ptit  in  eiecutiop  with  tfaie  greaieft 

*  courage  what  |  have  unitertakep  tq 

*  perform.* 


Ipeaki  _ 

nneis  (he  was  under  with  refpe^  to  Be- 
liaai,  afbr  acquarntmg  him  with  her 
defign  of  retiring  to  a  monaihry.  Wc 
all  agreed,  that  in  order  to  elude  her 
lover *s  vigilance,  which  doubtlels  would 
he  extraordinary  at  thit  jnn£h]re,'ihe 
and  I  ftiould  change  bed-chambers ) 
th^t  c^rly  in  the  morning,  Lindamine 
If^ttld  fet  out  firlt  in  Sain^  Fal*f  cinalk 


diepoftilion  being  ordered  to  waft  Qur 
commg  at  a  place  appointed  aboiit  fix 
leagues  diftant^  I  pattered  myfelf  that 
the  count  would  make  no  dif^culty  to 
aiTift  in  fa  warrantaibie  a  defign.  hi  the 
preceding  agitations  a  confiderable  time 
was  fpont,  and-  the  c)ock  ftruc!c^ten^ 
without  my  hearing  anytidings  of  Saint 
Fal,  I  grew  very  unealy,  as  I  inform* 
ed  his  valet  de  chaiiibre,.not  diffemblin^ 
that  hi?  indifference  on  this  occaiktn  very 
ill  became  him.  Up  was  adiamed'of  ir^ 
and  taking  a  guide  with  him,  went  to 
feek  his  mailer.  Wjiat  made  me  the 
more  ararebenfive  left  any  accident  mi^bt 
have  befallen  the' count,  was  my  having 
very  innocently  giveo  occaiion  to  it,  be* 
ing  convinced  tlut  his  motive  of  going 
out  was  to  take  o^  all  appearance  of 
conftrainton  my  liberty ;  not  but  I  wa# 
fstisfied  his  only  aim  was  to  pleaie  me^ 
and*!  faw  plainly  he  was  in  love»  I  di4 
not  fee  any  obligation  of  taking  upon 
me  to  refent  a  paflion  no  ways  encou^- 
raged  or  approved  of  on  ray  fide.  We 
cannot  controul  our  fentiments,  but  mar 
always  regulate  our.  manner  of  exprefU 
sng  them }  and  where  a  womart  has  by 
^er  merit  created  a  paffion  in  a  man  oif 
ftri^  honour,  I  rea)ly  think,  even  at 
this  day,  when  he  has  declared  hirolelf 
an  admirer,  and  Ihe^  on  her  part,  has  iii 
a  polite  manner  fnicerely  aflured  him 
that  (he  is  otherwife  engaged,  or  that 
her  duty  or  aife6lions  are  incompatible 
with  any  fuch  declaration,  (he  ought 
not  to  pride  herfelf  in  a  fcrupuloua 
nicetv  of  avoiding  his  company,  pro- 
vided (he  does  not  give  him  opportuni- 
ties.  An  aflPe6led  behaviour  foon  dege- 
nerates into  mere  precifenefs,  and  daily 
experience  convinces  qs,  that  coquettes 
and  abandoned  women  frequently  lie 
hid  under  the  raafk  of  hypocrify.  But 
tQ  return,  before  a  fubjeft  of  this  kind 
carries  us  too  far  out  of  the  viray. 

Lindamine,  defirous  of  fetting  out 
very  early  for  the  reafon  above  noention^ 
ed,  after  her  ufi^al  collation  went  to 
bed  in  the  manner  we  had  agreed  on, 
I  lent  for  the  poftilion  who  biilonged  to 
(he  Count  De  Saint  Fal,  ai\d  orda^ 
tKe  cl^ife  to  be  ready  at  day  "break. 
The  great  deference  paid  me  by  the 
eo'iint;^  qf  which  his  (ervants  were  eye- 
#ttnf(res,  was  without  doubt  the  reafon 
of  the'poftilion*s  readily  receiving  my  or*? 
dersr  {.tadamine  and  I  bid  each  other 
adieu  With  great  regret  t  that  amiable 
young  cres^ture  wa|  tn|iy  deferring  <tf  a 
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_  '  cftcem,  and  had  oor  tcquiin* 
caace  been  of  a  lon^  date,  this  fare- 
vei  would  have  coft  me  very  dear.  1 
begged  wcry  eamei^ly  to  hear  from  her 
as  loon  aa  I  Ihould  be  ^tble  to  (end  pro- 

rdIre6liooa.  She  promiied  to  comply 
well  with  my  reqiieft,  z$  might  per- 
b^  make  me  repent  of  allowing  her 
fbat  liberty. 

Ten,  eleven^  tweWe  o^clock  came,  but 
90  cottDt  appored.  The  landlady,  with 
ill.  her  entreaty,  could  not  perfuade  me 
ft  ^  to  bed  without  knowing  the  rea* 
ka$  of  thia  uocxpefled  ablence }  all  ihe 
cooM  compaif  was  to  prevail  on  me  to 
aia  mouthful.  Sitting  down  to  table, 
I  heard  a  horle  ftop  at  the  door  $  imme- 
dbiely  the  landl^y  called  from  the  hot* 
ton  of  the  ftairsi  that  I  might  fup  in 
pace,  far  that  a  courier  brought  me 
iKws  of  the  count*  In  confequence  of 
ibis,  up  comes  a  fervant  booted,  of 
whom  I  haftily  enquired  for  M.  De 
Saint  Fal;  his  aniwer  was,  that  he 
kit  him  about  ten  leagues  off,  hav- 
hg  rid  pod  with  him  {o  far.  Afto- 
siihed  at  what  I  heard,  I  queftioned  the 
farraat  again*  He  replied,  putting  a  let- 
ter into  my  hand,  .that  there  I  ihould 
find  a  better  information  than  any  he 
could  give  me.  I  opened  the  letter  with 
jptat  eagerness,  and  read  to  my  great 
Soiprixe  aa  follows, 

THE  COITNT  Dt  8AIST  FAL'S  lET- 
T£it  TO  JSNNr. 

*  T  Have,  fent  you  an  expreft,  Made- 
X  •'  raoifelle,  being  perfuadsd  yon 
mnft  be  under-  the  greateft  uneafinefs 
m  my  departure^  as  well  aa  my  ab- 
fence  £  1  made  a  Ifecret  of  it  to  you, ' 
being  confident  I  ihould  return  before 
yon  could  perceive  either  the  one  or 
the  other.  It  would  be  the  greateft 
mortification  to  me>  if  you  fhould  put 
any  other  conibrudion  upon  my  jour- 
ney. 

*  My  defign  was  to  prepare  a  conve- 
nient lodging .  for  you  till  you  were 
happily  fettled,  as  your  great  merit 
joftjy  dcferves :  but  when  I  arrived  at 
S.  G.  which  I  thought  a  more  pro- 
per place  for  you  than  anv  other, 
judgic  how  I  Avas  ruq)nsed  to  find 
there  the  Marquis  £>e  L.  V.  whom  I 
then  thought  to  have  been  inLomiine. 
My  coom  was  not  lefs  aftouiihed  to 
meet  me :  his  pale  &ce  and  confuftd 
b^vjov  gav«  Qjc  room  to  think  hfi 


(bfpe^ted  the  occafion  of  my  journey. 
You  fliall  know  to^morrow^  Madam» 
the  reafons  that  hindered  me  601Q 
dealing  fincerdy  with  him.  I  know 
you  have  fo  much  ienfe,  I  dare  lay  % 
wager  you  partly  guefs  mv  motive. 

*  1  dia  not  well  know  what  condu£^ 
to  obferve  with  the  marouis  i  I  would 
willingly  have  avoided  ludi  an  inter* 
view,  and  the  queftions  he  put  to  roe  | 
but  having  always  been  fo  very  inti» 
mate,  I  could  not  ezcuiemyfelt  front 
dipping  with  him.  Our  difcourfe  turn* 
ed  upon  indifferent  matters :  though 
he  was  twenty  times  upon  the  point  of 
fpeaking  of  bis  charming  Jenny,  ftill 
he  contained  himfeif,  viwch  confirm • 
ed  me  more  and  more  io  hit  miftruft 
of  me.  But  to  what  purpofe  do  I  any 
longer  entertain  you  concerning  the 
marquis;  can  one  pretend  to  makt 
one's  court  at  the  expence  of  the 
heart?  Forgive  this  escpreflion,  it 
efcaped  me  f  I  too  much  fear  it  may 
offend  you.  I  am  filent,  and  will  bie 
more.  circumfpeA  for  the  future:  the 
more  eafily  to  obtain  my  pardon,  I  will 
beffin  agamto  talk  to  you  of  my  ami^ 
able  kinfman. 

*  Nothing  fetters  converfadon  more 
than  diftnift.  The  marquis  and  I  ha^^ 
no  fooner  Tupped,  but  we  parted  under 
diffierent  pretences.  My  confines  was* 
that  be  muft  ride  poft  back  again  to 
Pont  a  Moufibn,  pretending  to  me 
that  he  was  only  comb  to  court,  so 
hopes  that,  as  his  affair  lay  dormanti 
he  might  appear  again,  but  that  fome 
of  his  friends  had  given  him  to  under* 
ftand,  it  was  proper  for  him  to  be  ab« 
fent  a  little  longer,  tilV  it  was  quite 
forgot.  What  do  you  think  of  me, 
charming  Jenny»  for  not  believing 
him  ?  I  was  not  to  be  impofed  upon 
with  thift  pretext.  I  imagined  (and  I 
have  now  rcafon  to  believe  myfelf  not 
miiUken)  it  bad  either  taken  air,  or 
that  he  had  been  informed  of  his  fa- 
therms  intentions )  that  my  coulm  was 
in  pucTuit  of  you,  and  that  the  dif- 
courfc  I  have  juft  now  related  to  you, 
was  only  defigned  to  prevent  my  fu* 
rpef^ing  his  real  motives.  I  dillem- 
bled  in  my  turn ;  and  we  took  leave 
with  great  coolnefs.  He  went  away. 
That!  might  know  the  truth,  I  had 
him  followed  at  fome  diftance  by  a 
man  on  horfeback.  This  emiiTary  it 
juft  returned*  with  word  that  the  mar« 
quia  was  coot  into  \hc  town  by  all- 
^  •  ofhic 
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f  other  gate;  which  left  me  lib  farther 

*  room  to  doubt  of  his  defigns.    Such 

*  as  they  are',  I  thought  it  was  beft  to 
f  a6t  with  pfrudence.  Inftead  of  coming 

*  back  to  join  you,  I  fet  out  for  the  court. ' 

*  If  he  has  me  watched  in  his  turn,  he 
«  will  know,  that  I  fiaye  not  deceived 
«  hira^  smd  if  it  be  true,  that  he  fufpefts 

*  me  to  a£t  in  concert  with'  his  father, 
f  the  coniJuft  I  purfue  will  conyincc 
f  him  of  the  contha^y, 

*  It  is  your  bufmefs,  Mademoifelle, 
'f  to  determine  which  way  to  aft.  If  I 
■  may  give  my  advice,  m  the  dirpofl- 
f  tion  I  am  in  of  always  feiring  you,  it 

*  would  be  proper  for  you"  to  meet  me 
f  to-morrow  at  Verfaille^.    I  /hall  fake 

*  caife  to  have  an  apartment  ready  for 

*  you,  where  you  ihall  be  received  un- 
f  der  a  name  that  fliall  fecure  you  from 
f  all  enquiries . '  You  will  find  a  man  in 

<  the  Long  Walk,  who  will  watch  your 

*  coming  by,  and  conduft  you  where 
«  you'  are  to   alight.     Let  not   this 

*  place  give'ybu  any  difquiet  $  the  mar- 
«  quis*s  father  is  at  his  country  feat, 
•and  little  fufpefts  how  ill  I  comply 
«  with  his  orders  and  defiens.    When 

<  you  are  at  court  I  (hall  lee  you,  and 
^  we  will  corrfult  together  how  I  am  to 

«  proceed  with  my  uncle,  whether  he 

*  returns  or  makes  a  longer  fhy  at  his 

*  eftate.    Happen  what  wijl,  in  me  you 

*  (hall  ^ways  find  a  fincere  friend,  who 
«  will  fccretiy  ward  off  all  afTaults  that 

<  may  be  made  againfl  you.  Pleafe  to 
«  do  me  the  honour  to  let  me  know  your 

<  pofitive  refolutions.  The  pcrfon  who 
'<  18  the  bearer  of  this  has  orders  to 

<  bring  me  your  anfwtr,  and  knows 
«  where  to  find  me.  I  am,  with  much 
«  more  than  efteem,  Madem'oiielle^  your 

*  mofl  humble,  &c.  ' 

<  Dr.  $A^NT  Fai, 

*  P,  S.  You  will  pl«ife  to  remem)>er, 

*  dear  Jenny,  that  it  n  of  the  utmoft 
»  *  confequence  to  your  inVcreff,  in  the 

«  prefent  fituation  of  your  affairs,  b^ 

*  all  means  $o  avoid- the  marquis.* 

I  read  this  letter  fevcral  times  over 
Without  being  able  to  come  to  a  refblu- 
tion.  What  pleafed  me  mofl  was,  the 
frefh  inftances  the  marquis  gave  of  his 
pailion  for  me.  I  eould  not  help  bein^ 
fenfibty  touched  with  the  kind  regard 
'  lie  ihewed  me,  and  my  heart  wa«  but 
too  well  pleafed  to  fee  the  pains  he  took 
ift  feeing  me.  This  natural  confequence 


I  drew  from  it,  that  fincc  I  was  fo  fiot 
cercly  beloved  by  him,  I  need  give  my- 
felf  no  difquiet  tor  what  might  happen: 
or,  at  leaft,  in  cafe  of  any  accident,  I 
had  a  proteftor  to  depend  on,  who  would 
fupport  me  againft  the  attacks  of  adverft 
fortune. 

Notwithfbinding  the  pleafure  I  todb 
in  thefe  refle£lions,  1  could  not  but  ap- 
prove of  M.  De  Saint  Fal's  condutt, 
though  I  made  no  doubt  but  love  and 
jealoufy'had  the  greateft  /hare  in  it$  but 
the  polite  and  engaging  manner  in  which 
this  new  lover  behaved,  made  me  quite 
eafy.  However  that  might  be,  I  wai 
fuft  ^ving  full  fcopeto  ^n  ample  train 
of  reSeftions.;  but  callbg  to  mind  that 
the  cafe  required  a  po/iuve  anfwer,  I 
reftrained  my  thoughts  to  the  fjoint  ii^ 
view,  what  was  to  be  done.  This  gayc 
me  no  fmall  mfieafmefs .  Once  I  thought 
of  taking  the  advantage  of  the  count'* 
abfence,  and  throwing  myfclf  into  tl^ 
arms  of  my  relations;  but  that  vanity 
I  have  mentioned  effewhere,  which  cHn 
dai  ned  ^hc  nieannefs  of  my  birth ;  the 
notion  of  what  ppopld  would  fay ;  lovei 
if  you  pleafe  ;  t)ie  nopes  of  a  charming 
and  much  defired  fortune  |  all  thefe 
things  too  ftrongly  offered  themfdves  to 
niy  imagination,  and  entirely  bantfl^ed 
thiit  deftgn.  Fearing  even  this  virtuous 
difbofition  might  influence  me,  I  wrote 
inftantly  to  M.  De  Saint  Fal,  and  in- 
formed him,  that  I  relied  fo  much  on  his 
honour  as  to  be  entirely  gnuided  by  him  { 
that  I  would  be  at  Verfailles  as  he  de- 
fired,  where  I  depended  upon  the  C9nti« 
nu^ce  of  his  gcjodnefs  to  me. 

The  exprefs  was  fcarce  out  of  fight» 
when  I  repented  of  what  I  had  done« 
«  Ah,  my  G^od  r  faid  I   to  rayfelf, 

*  why  did  I  not  purfue  my  firfl  defrgn  { 

*  What  was  I  thmkingof,  when  I  chole 
«  to  come  to  a  place  where  my  lovcr*s 

<  father  has  fo  much  intereft  ?  If  my 

*  unlu<dky  iUrs  flill  prevail  fo  as  to  di(^ 
'  cover  me,  who  will  prote^  me  froib 

<  his  juft  refentment  >  ,Will  he  not  have 

*  reafOii  to  think  I  come  to  infujt  him  i^ 

*  hi9  bwx^  houfe  Mf  I  iliould  eyeo  ha^e 

*  the  good  fortune  to  be  concealed  from 

*  this  provoked  parent,  can  I  avoid  be* 

*  ing  known  by  his  fok^ }  t»ove  will  Be 

*  his  guide ;  and  were  I  to  fuppofe  o- 
•■  therwifb,  fliould  I  not  be  weak  enou^ 

*  to  fave  him  the  trouble  ?  Heavenst 
«  what  have  I  done  ?'  continued  1 5  *  If 

*  none  of  thefe  inconveniendes  vrore  to 

*  happeof  what  motive  have  I  to  pe^- 

*  fuad^ 
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*  fuade  myieJf  that  Saint  Fal  will  al* 

*  ways  behave  with  the  moderation  be 

*  mmr  pnidently  puts  on  ?  Artful^  per-* 

*  haps  .iliilcaibliBg*  in  hit  addreflef, 
'  does  he  not  dilgQife  himfelf,  the  bet- 
'  ter  to  hrii^  me  to  his  purpoie  ?  Has 
^  he  not  Cuifidently  explained  hiroiclf 

*  aheadyin  his  hotter?  Without  doubt/ 
£ud  I  crving,  *  I  am  myfelf  but  too 

<  raoch  the  caufe  of  all  that  has  hap-, 

*  pcned  to  roe.  Lcfs  vanitv,  leTs  love, 
'  had  long  ago  prercnied  all  theft  vexa-. 

*  tions,  that  have  fo  fatally  purfued  me 

■  ever  fince  I  left  our  humble  cottage. 

*  That  iliame  which  has  hitherto  op* 

*  pofai  itielf  to  a  lawful  and  proper 

*  coodu&f   would  by  this   time  have 

<  been  overcome :  I  ihould  now  have 

*  been  lecure  in  the  arms  of  my  mo- 

*  thcr;  a  country  girl,  it  is  true,  but 
'  far  more  charming  in  my  virtue  than 
'  whea  decked  in  all  the  gaudy  trap- 
'  pings  with  which  this  age  is  fo  apt 
"  to  dasule.^  Part  of  the  night  was 
poffixi  in  this  difquiet  of  mind.  A  fud- 
den  thought  that  ftruck  me,  made  me 
riJc  in  haHe:  remej^beriog  the  hour 
drew  near  when  the  pilerim  was  to  go 
away,  I  lighted  a  candk,  and  in  fpitc 
of  my  fears^  ventured  to  Lindamine^s- 
chamber.  The  regard  with  which  Ma- 
dame De  G  had  honoured  me»  en* 
ooaraged  my  having  recourie  to  it  on 
the  pceient  occalionj  flattering  myielf 
that  this  generous  perfon,  moved  with 
the  new  haxards  to  which  mv  virtue  was 
again  expoied^  would  receive  me  into 
her  arms,  and  ^^pprove  my  flight ;  or,  at 
leaft,  if  for  the  iaroe  re^kfons  as  before 
ibe  dnrft  not  keep  me,  /he  would  ufe 
her  credit  to  have  uie  admitted  into  the 
monaflery  from  whence  I  came.  '  I 
'  fliall  And/  laid  I,  *  my  fincere  friend 
'  Saint  Agnes  again  j  and  Lindamine, 
'  whole  mitfortun^s  have  engaged  my 

■  tender  friendihip,  will  be  a  great  in- 

*  otafe  of  my  comfort:  we  will  join 

<  aU  three  of  us  our  diftixflfes,  and  there 

*  I  will  quietly  wait  the  end  of  my  mis - 
'  foftunes  or  life/  Thefe  new  projedls 
fortified  my  troubled  mind.  I  entered 
the  pilgrim's  chamber  to  acquaint  hcr 
witfa  my  itiblutton  s  ihe  was  juii  ready 
to  go,  but  the  force  fl&e  put  upon  her- 
ielf  is  quitting  for  ever  a  beloved  ad^ 
■niermanifcftly  appeared  in  her  face  by 
|icr  ibrrow  and  tears.  The  condition  in 
.vhich  I  found  her,  made  me  forget  my 
i|«mafiiftions  in  order  to  coqifort  hen 
^  coAff&d  that  my  prciencc  ]:siiorf4 . 


ill  her  reiblutioa,  which  wit  not  a  lit- 
tle fliaken  at  the  thoughts  of  a  Convent* 
and  her  lover's  being  fo  near  {  bat  how 
great  was  her  joy  to  hear  t  intended  to 
accompany  her !  This  aflTnrance  dried  up 
her  tears  i  a  mild  fer«nity  fucceeded  hex 
uneaiineis:  Hie  embraced  me  in  her  tran- 
inort,  and  offered  to  divide  with  roe  all 
me  had  remaining  of  hep:  fortune^  or  at 
lead  to  pay  what  would  be  neceflanr  for 
my  admimon  into  a  religious  bou&,  if 
I  were  do  difpofed.'I  made  my  acknow- 
ledgments for  this  her  ^oodnefi,  but  I 
could  not  help  faying  with  a  fmile,  that 
I  thought  the  affair  too  ferious  to  be  de- 
termined fo  fuddenly.  She  approved  of 
my  fincerit;^,  and  added  with  a  deep 
figh,  that  in  the  condition  flie  was^  I 
mult  not  regard  her  decifion. 

In  the  meanwhile,  word  was  brought 
that  the  chaife  was  ready,  and  we  were 
upon  the  point  of  going.  My  virtue, 
fatitAed  with  therefolution  I  had  taken, 
gave  nie  fuch  an  inward  tranquillity,  as 
to  iilence  the  voice  of  love.  Lindamint 
was  preparing  to  follow  me,  muflled  ujp 
for  tear  of  .meeting  Belizai:  but  this 
extraordinary  lover,  who  had  only 
feiencd  to  comply  with  his  miftrefs't 
deJii-es,  the  better  to  prevent  herdillnifty 
had  been  upon  the  watch  all  night,  and 
found  out  our  proje6ls,  (as  he  foon  own- 
ed to  us)  having  overheard  all  we  faid* 
In  fine,  we  were  opening  the  door  to  go 
away,  when  he  appeared  all  of  a  fud* 
den.   <  Pardon  my  defpair,  dear  Linda- 

*  mine,"  cried  he,  flopping  our  p^fUgCf 

*  I  had  rather  AifFer  death  than  confcnt 

*  to  your  u^juft  defigns  ^  will  you,  tlien, 

*  leave  me,  and  withdraw  youtlelf  from 

*  the  legitimate  rights  I  have  over  you  V 
— -•  Rights  !*  cried  the  pilgrim  very  rc- 
folutely.  '  Ah,  my  God  I  of  what 
'  nature  are  they  ?  Ought  you  not  to 

*  blufli  ?  Do  you  expea  to  prevail  be- 
'  caufe  you  have  taken  fuch  a  thing  in^ 

*  to  your  head  f  "Would  you  relemble 

*  thole,    who,  arrogating  a  power  to 

*  ihemfclves  which  they  have  not,  think 

*  they  need  but  fpeak  and  the  matter  is 

*  done  ?   As  for  my  part.  Sir,  I  am 

*  not  of  that  opinion,*  continued  Lin- 
dam  ine^    '  You  yrill  be  Co  good,  if  you 

*  plcafe — '  *  To  return  to  your  apart- 
'  ment,*  replied  Beliaai,  growing  calm- 
er, and  lowering  his  voice.  *  Ah  !  I 
'  a(k  yonr  pardon,   young  lady,   for 

*  thus  oppoUng  yotir  deiigns*  but  I 
«  will  petifli  before  I  let  you  go  wiih- 
'  «out  mc.'    During  this  gentle  expoftu- 

lation^ 
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lation»  Belisai  would  have  feized  thd 
pilgriin^s  hand  to  oblige  her  to  go  in  a- 
gain ;  but  this  amiable  young  creature 
returned  of  her  own  accord,  rather  than 
/ufFer  fuch  violence.  *  Ah !  how  wretch- 

*  ed  am  1 1*  cried  (he,  throwing  herfelf 
into  an  arm- chairs  *  diofe  who  ought 
«  to  behave  with  refpeft  become  my  tjr- 

*  rants  1  I  fabmit,  6,  my  God,*  conti- 
nued (he,  ihedding  tears,  *  you  cannot 
'*  humble  me  too  much ;  in  you  I  place 
'  my  hope,  founded  on  the  purity  o^ 
'  rov  intentions r  Having  pronounced 
thele  words  (he  was  ^lent.    '  I  leav6 

<  you,  Mademoifelle,*  fays  Belizai,  in 
a  refpe^VfuI  voice ;  *  I  am  going  to  pray 
'  that  Heaven  which  you  invoke,  to 

<  free  your  mind  from  this  agitation. 
'  As  foon  as  you  give  me  any  marks  of 
^  it,  vou  (hall  find  me  refjgned ;  but^ 
«  without  that,  I  fwear  folemnly,  I  had 

*  rather  fuffer  death  than  you  (hould  en- 

*  gage  in  any  raih  enterprize.     If  love 

*  has  no  greater  fway  in  your  heart,  at 

*  leaft  let  honour  reign'  in  it's  place. 
^  This  is  faying  enough,*  added  Beli. 
^ai !  <  you  underftand  me ;  and  I  am 
'  per(\iaded  you  will  make  fuitable  re- 

<  fle^lions  thereon.*  Making  a  pro- 
found bow  he  retired,  giving  me  fuch 
a  look  as  fufRciently  explained  his  re- 
fentment,  though  I  pretended  not  to 
Dbferve  it. 

Lindamine;  who  was  pretty  warm  in 
her  temper,  poured  out  ner  foul  in  the 
moft  cruel  and  bitter  complaints  as  foon 
as  her  lover  had  left  us.  After  having 
given  free  paifage  to  her  ^rief,  (he  de- 
clared, that  Heaven  had  given  her  grace 
10  lay  afide  all  aiFe6lioo  for  her  un- 
worthy lover  J  that  (he  was  by  fo  much 
the  more  comforted,  as  the  ftate  (he  was 
vpon  embracing  required  a  heart  ex- 
empted from  all  folicitudef  that  this 
cure  would  enable  her  to  comply  with 
bcr  duty  much  more  chearfuUy  than  (he 
could  have  expelled,  if  it  were  not  for 
this  happy  change  Heaven  had  wrought, 
to  which  the  ill  behaviour  of  her  lover 
certainly  contributed.  I  did  all  I  could 
to  ftrengthen  her  in  thefe  good  difpofi- 
tions,  repreienting  to  her,  at  the  lan^t 
time,  the  juft  ground  there  was  to  fear 
kil  Belizai  (hould  throw  new  obftacler 
ia  her  wav.  This  made  her  thought- 
ful for  a  tew  moments;  then  eameftiy 
addrefling  herfelf  to  me,  (he  £ud  (he  bad 
contrived  means  to  guard  againft  all  Be- 
lizai*s  attacks.  She  begged  of  me  to  get 
iHto  the  chaife  d^at  waitpd  f et  us,  to  lonrc 


the  inn,  pretending  to  go  awav  alone  oat 
of  the  village,  and  to  wait  tor  her  at  a 
(mall  di(bnce  behind  a  little  chapel  iic 
ckfcribed,  afluring  me  (he  would  find, 
means  to  come  and  join  me,  and  deli- 
ver herfelf  from  Belizai.  We  were  very 
private  in  laying  {his  de(ign,  for  fear  of 
being  overhtard.  I  acquiefced  to  all 
(he  required,  and  in  order  to  give  the  tiling 
an  air  of  probability,  I  took  leave  of  hef 
aloud  I  and  Lindamine,  as  (he  conduA- 
me  to  her  chamber-door,  ordered  one  of^ 
the  fervants,  in  a  loud  voice,  to  bid  Belr* 
zai  come  up. 

I  was  getting  into  the  chaife  to  exe- 
cute our  intended  project,  when  SainC 
FaPs  valet  de  chambredrewneaf  roe,  and 
aflced  refpe^lfuUy  enough  what  was  my 
de(ign,  and  where  I  was  going.  NoC 
beinr prepared  for  this  queftien',  I  found 
myfelf  very  much  at  a  lofs,  and  did  not 
know  what  anfwer  to  make.    *  That 

*  is  to  fay,  Mademoifelle/  added  be^ 
feeing  me  ((ruck,    *  the  departure  of 

*  your  pilgrim  is  only  a  pretence  of 

*  yours,  in  order  to  take  the  advantage 

*  ofmymafter^sabfence,  and  make  your 

*  efcape.    The  thought  vi^s  not  amif», 

*  and  I  was  very  lucky  in  watthtn^ 

*  you,  or  I  (hould  Isave  made  a  fine 
■  dgMtt  in  this  adventure.     I  Have  no 

*  orders,  it  is  true,'  continued  the  ohi> 
fervant,  '  to  lay  any  reftraint  on  yov, 
«  but  I  think  myfelf  obliged  at  leaft  t» 

*  reprcfent,  that  you  ought  not  to  go 

*  frorti  hdnce  without  my  mafter's  koow^ 

*  ledge.    The  civilities  he  has  (hewn 

*  you  require  thisa  As  for  my  part,  I 
'  cannot  confent  that  you  (hould  make 

*  ufe  of  my  matter's  chaift,  nnlefs  1 

*  have  his  pofitive  orders  for  h.* 

The  poitiiion,  who  i^s  ready  to  fet 
out,  upon  hearing  this  difcourie  got 
down,  and  took  oflTtbe  hor(bs.  Findinf^ 
myfelf  at  foch  a  nonplus,  I  thought  of 
making  a  CQn(ident  of^the  valtt  de  oiam  •« 
bre,  and  telling  him  my  motive)  but  ht 
had  fo  forbidding  an  air,  and  alWH^s 
Chewed  fo  great  a  prejudice  againft  me, 
thatldur(t  not  let  him  imo  the  aflair* 
Thfs  con(kleration  carried  me  in  again, 
bluflung  and  full  of  the  greatelk  untafi* 
nefs. 

I  knew  not  what  ref<^ation  to  take« 
The  fear  of  (inding  Belizai  and  Linda^ 
mine^  and  rendering  her  more  fu(peAe4 
by  my  unlookcd  for  return,  led  m*  t« 
my  chamber.  In  reficAing  on  whaa 
had  pa(icd,  J  faw  nothing  but  ob(faiclc« 
on  all  -fides.     It  vraa  m  my  powar 
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gone  by,  I  went  immediatel'|r  up  to  the 
pilgrim.  She  wat  greatly  lurprized  to 
iee  me  aga'^m  :  I  g;ive  her  an  account  of 
what  had  happened.  *  That  (ignifict 
«  nothing/  replied  (he;  «  l«ckily  mv 
'  chaife  is  not  yet  gonet  it  will  be  ealy 

*  to  get  over  this  new  obftacle;  would 

*  to  God  it  were  at  cafy  to  get  rid  of 

*  Belizai  I   I  have  juft  now  undergone 

*  tbe  moft  dangerous  attack  from  him, 

*  it  not  being  in  my  power  to  make 
^  him  hear  realon.     I  mufl  confefs,  my 

*  dear  friendy  nothing  but  abfence  can 

*  make    my  virtue    triumph:    it  wat 

*  twenty  timet  upon  the  pomt  of  yield- 

*  ing;  neither  would  you  have  been 
'  furprized,  had  you  been  prefent  at 

*  the  afiaultt  I  have  fuftatned.     This 

*  wretched  lover  threw  bimfelf  at  my 

*  feet,  confeflfed  hit  guilt,  wept,  fighea, 

*  would  even  have  made   away  with 

*  himfelf.     Ah,  Jenny !  how  much  it 

<  a  man  who  is  not  difagreeable  to  be 

<  dreaded  on  fuch  an  occafion  1   an  oc« 

<  caAon  which  young  women,  who  are 

*  not  defirous  of  throwing  them fel vet 

*  away,  ought  to  fliun  at  the  moft  dan^^ 

*  gerous  rock!     But  for  Heaven,   to 

*  which  I  interiorly  addreflfed  myfelf,  I 

*  could  never  have  fiiftained  this  con- 

*  fli£l  without  freih  wounds:  the  Di- 

*  vine  Grace  preferved  me  again  ft  ray 

*  natural  frailty;  my  mind,  elevated  by 

*  a  fnperior  power,  I'afely  conducted  me 

*  along  this  thorny  path.     I  pretended 

*  the  tears  of  Belizai  had  foftened  rae^ 
'  and  promijed  not  to  go  away  without 

*  him.     He  believed  it,  bccaufe  one  is 

*  apt  to  do  To  in  things  we  wifti  for.   In 

*  the  meanwhile,  1  imagine  the  thoughtt 

*  of  your  ab fence  does  not  a  little  con-* 

*  tribute  to  the  making  him  eafy,  for 

*  he  is  afraid  of  you,  and  fufpe6ls  your 

*  having  fuggelted  to  me  the  dcfign  of 

*  leaving  him.      Does   he  know  any 

*  thingof  your  return?*  continued  Lin- 
damine.     *  If  that  were  the  cafe,  he 

*  would  certainly  tcfume  his  former  in- 

*  ^quietudes.* 
The  pilgrim  fcemed  eafy  when  I  af- 

fared  her,  that  her  lover  was  not  ac- 
quainted with  my  coming  back  j  nor 
was  there  any  reafon  to  think  he  would 
beinquiiitive  about  it.    *  Things  being 

*  thus,*  replied  Lindamine,  «  you  mult 

*  return  to  your  chamber,  and  avoid  all 

*  intercourfc  with  mc  this  day.     You 

*  muft  pretend  to  be  taken  ill,  and  art- 
•^  fully  make   thofe  believe*  who  wait 

*  upon  yoU|  that  your  indifpofition  was 


to  go  to  Ver&IIlety  I  had  the  mafter*t 
leave,  hit  letter,  and  the  journey  dimi- 
niihed  my  uneafinefs  j  but  tbe  more  I 
tiioiight  of  it,  the  more  repuenant  it  wat 
to  my  virtue.  I  bad  not  forgot  what 
A^adame  De  G  had  told  me  con- 

cenuDg  a  woman  who  it  under  her  pro- 
tenor's  roof,  nor  the  fnare  I  had  fo 
narrowly  efcaped  when  her  huiband  hired 
an  apartmcot  for  me.  Beiidet,  I  re- 
U&td  with  v^hat  facility  Monfieur  Saint 
Fal  had  changed  hit  ientimentt  in  my 
£ivour,  after  having  ihcwn  himfelf  the 
£rft  day  fo  firiA  an  obi^rver  of  the 
orders  given  hira  by  my  lover't  father: 
aeverthelcrty  inftead  of  condu^ns  me 
to  a  convent  purfuant  to  the  cruel  or- 
ders he  had  received,  he  became  my 
friend,  betrayed  the  tnift  hit  uncle 
placed  in  him,  offered  to  keep  me,  (for 
aoy  other  cxpreiHon  would  be  far  fetch*- 
cd)  was  carrying  me  into  a  country  un*- 
known  Co  me,  where  I  had  neither  friend 
orieiation,  I  could  not  but  eafily  fore- 
iise  I  was  going  again  to  be  overwhelm- 
ed with  adventures. 

I  allow  thefe  refle£lions  ihould  have 
been  made  iboner;  but  admitting  that, 
what  could  I  do?  Was  it  in  my  power 
10  chufe?  All  things  coniidered,  ought 
I  not,  on  the  contrary,  to  blefs  the  hap- 
py lot  which  beftowed  on  me  zje-ne^ 
'  f  ivy,  that  difarmed  thofe  who  were 


deftincd  to  be  my  perfecutors?   Wo- 
L  of  a  certain  turn,  when  they  read 
this  pailage,  will  fay  very  fupercilioufty, 

*  You  ought,  Mifs  Jenny,  to  have  fuf- 

*  fered  yourfelf  to  have  been  conduflcd 

*  to  a  convent,  inftead  of  afFefting  fo 

*  many  airs  with  the  men;  or  not  to 

*  have  fet  forth  in  fuch  a  pompous  ftyle 

*  your  virtue's  being  fo  much  expofed. 

*  After  all ,  would  you  not  have  been  very 
<  happy  when  maintained  in  a  mona- 

*  fiery?  Whatcould you expe^ better?' 
The  remark  is,  doubtlefs,  very  juftj 

but  I  muft  aik  thefe  fcvere  ladies,  if, 
when  girls,  they  committed  no  faults. 
If  tbey  vouch&fe  to  fadsfy  me  upon  this 
article,  I  will  give  them  a  fuller  anfwer. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  beg  they  would  pleafe 
to  content  themfelvet  with  the  ftiort  re- 
iiedions  which  prefented  themfelves  in 
the  exigency  I  juft  now  defcribed. 

My  chamber  was  under  that  of  Lio- 
damxne :  1  had  left  the  door  upon  the 
jar,  without  knowing  why.  Sitting  on 
my  bed*t  foot,  qpite  buried  in  thought, 
1  neard  Belizai  coming  down.  I  knew 
huo  by  his  voice.    As  ibon  M  he  was 
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*  the  hindrance  of  your  journey  5  to  the 

*  end  thatt  if  Belizai  fliould  hear  of  your 

*  being  in  the  houfe,  it  may  give  him 
'  no  diftruft.    The  heft  of  it  is,  that, 

*  by  what  you  fay,  they  do  not  pretend 

*  to  lay  any  rcftraint  upon  your  liberty, 
'  but  only  obje6led  again  ft  your  taking 
'  the  chaife.  Mine,  as  I  told  you,  re- 
'  moves  the  difHculty  at  once.  I  ac- 
'  quainted  Belizai,  that  before  I  begin 

*  fo  long  a  journey  as  I  have  promised 

*  to  take  with  him,  my  fervant  mu^  go- 

*  to  a  neighbouring  town  to  provide  me 

*  feveral   neceffaries.     Before  he  fets 

*  out,  I  (hall  entruft  him  to  order  affairs 
'  as  follows.  He  ihall  go  in  my  chaife, 

*  and  return  ag^in  at  night  to  wait  for 

*  us  at  the  end  of  this  village :  the  re- 
'  maining  part  of  the  day  I  will  fpend 

*  with  Belizai,  the  better  toamufe  him. 

*  Let  us  join  in  prayer,  and  implore  the 
'  blefling  of  Heaven  on  our  deiign.  It 
'  is  virtue  dired^s  us,  and  from  thence 

*  I  draw  a  favourable  omen.*  This 
tliYcourfe  revived  me,  as  1  thought  the 
proje^well  enough  concerted.  Notwith- 
llanding,  I  reprefented  to  the  pilgrim  the 
difficulty  I  apprehended  of  going  off 
in  the  night  without  being  oblervcd ; 
but  flie  aflured  me  her  ftewaid  would 
provide  againft  it.  After  mutual  em- 
braces we  parted. 

I  was  no  foonei  in  my  chamber  but  I 
feigned  myfelf  out  of  order.  Having 
fent  for-Saint  Fal's  valet  de  chambre,  I 
endeavoured  to  remove  any  urabrag-e  he 
might  take  at  what  had  pafTed,  and  the 
confqtion  I  betrayed}  fearing,  with  feme 
rcafon,  left  from  thence  he  ihould  think 
proper  to  acquaint  his  maftcr,  that  I  had 
a  mind  to  make  my  el'cnpe.  Befides, 
.J  could  not  help  thinking  that  good 
nianneis  j-equiied  I  (hould  inform  M. 
De  Saint  Fal,  before  I  left  him,  what 
my  motives  were  fqr  fo  doing,  fmce  he 
'had  behaved  fo  handfomely  in  my  re- 
gard. 

In  order  to  leave  the  valet  de  chambre 
no  room  tofufpefl  any  thing,  I  (hewed 
him  the  count's  letter,  a^d  afked  if  he' 
knew  tha  hand.  Being  ani'wered  in  the 
affirmative,  I  told  him  I  could  plead  a 
ircJ7  good  excufe  for  not  being  that  day 
at  Verfailles.  *  You  know  very  well,' 
laid  I,  flyly,  <  .1  was  going,   but  you 

*  thought  fii  to  ftop  mc.'— *  Who,  I, 

*  Madam!*  cried  he,  interrupting  me, 
and  confounded  at  what  he  h^ard ;  <  I 

*  fliould  be  very  forr}^  to  have  done  it. 

*  My  rcafon  for  obftruiling  your  jour- 


ney,  wa»  the  apprehei\Goii  I  had  o^ 
your  making  an  efcape.  Had  yoa 
mentioned  the  leaft  fyllable  of  your 
de(ign,  you  would  have  been  there 
before  tnis.'— *  I  did  not  ima^ne,* 
replied  I,  very  coldly,  *  that  your  leave 
was  requifite.  Befides,  I  was  fo  fur- 
prized  at  your  prefumption,  that  I 
could  not  fpeak,  nor  have  I  as  yet 
recovered  myfelf.  I  fent  for  you,  to 
inform  you  of  thity  having  no  defign 
to  do  you  a  prejudice  $  -but  yon  muft 
be  fenfible  that  I  cannot  avoid  letting 
your  maf^r  know  the  reafon  of  my  not 
fettingout,  or  you  may  do  it  yobrfelf* 
I  leave  it  to  your  choice,  as  well  at 
my  going  to-morrow  at  day-break  to 
Verfailles ;  for  fmce  you  nave  given 
me  to  underftand,  that  in  your  ma- 
fter*s  abfence  I  am  to  obey  your  or- 
ders, I  (hail  be  careful  not  to  take 
any  refolution  for  the  future  without 
confulting  you.' 

All  this  was  uttered  with  an  air  fb 
ery  natural,  as  quite  ftunned  the  poor 
alet  de  chambre.  It  is  likely  he  knew  • 
his  mailer's  temper,  and  dreaded  his 
anger  in  cafe  I  fhould  give  him  the  fame 
detail  of  the  affair.  Befides,  he  was 
not  ignorant  of  the  deference  M*  De 
Saint  Fal  paid  to  me ;  and,  as  I  feeroed 
to  refenttheufage  I  had  received,  he  ap- 
prehended his  mafter  might  do  the  fame. 
Upon  this,  he  aiked  a  tboufand  pardons 
in  order  to  appeafe  me,  acknowledging 
his  fault,  and  begged  of  me  to  fet  out 
that  moment,  being  ready,  as  he  faid^ 
to  receive  my  commands,  and  remove 
all  occafions  of  offence.  Pleafed  to  find 
iny  artifice  had  fucceeded,  I  grew  n>ore 
calm,  and  told  bim  my  indifpofition 
would  not  allow  me  to  go  that  day,  but 
that  he  fliould  hold  himfelf  in  readinefs 
for  the  next  morning.  I  would  then  have 
had  him  retire,  but  he  refufed  to  leave 
my  chamber  till  I  had  pardoned  his  ill 
manners,  as  he  termed  it.  In  order  to 
rid  myfelf  of  him,  I  did  more;  I  pro- 
mi  fed  to  fay  nothing  of  what  had  pafied 
to  his  matter.  The  valet  de  chambre 
feemed  mighty  well  fatisfied  with  this 
a/Furance,  and  told  me,  that  as  we  were 
not  very  far  from  VerTailles,  he  would 
go  thither  himfelf  to  prevent  his  mafter's 
being  uneafy  at  my  not  coming.  He^ 
added,  he  would  have  fent  another  on 
this  errand,  but  that  he  was  defirous  of 
fliewing  the  entire  confidence  he  had  in 
me,  and  that  he  was  not  placed  as  a 
(py  over  me,    I  thought  proper,  to 
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tfoid  all  iUipicionf  .to  infift  on  his  fend- 
bg  the  poftilion  i  but  he  alledged  that 
the  bofy  not  haying  been  long  in  his 
nafter's  (ervice,  might  poflibly  make 
fome  blunder,  very  contrary  to  the  fe- 
crrfy  bis  mafter  had  prefcribed.  I  ac« 
quidced  to  this  obftinacy,  as  I  called  it, 
Mcrjojed  within  mylelf  to  be  free  from 
thjg  watchfol  Argus »  whom  I  dreaded 
as  much  as  Lindamine  could  Belizai. 
The  ?alet  de  chambre  let  out,  and  I 
coo^tolated  myfelf  on  my  dexterity  in 
gettmg  oat  of  this  fcrape.  It  is  certain, 
craiions  coft  women  very  little,  and 
tbaefoie  woe  to  thofe  lovers  and  huf- 
baxMit  who  have  to  deal  with  fuch  as 
arenot  fincerely  virtuous;  all  their  (kill 
and  forefightcan  never  fecure  them  from 
beiog  impofcd  on,  of  which  every  day 
limiiibes  but  too  many  inftances. 

Thus  far  eveiy  thing  went  well;  when 
about  ^ht  in  the  evening»  hearing  Tome 
holies  ftop  at  the  iun,  J  looked  haftily 
out  of  the  window,  fearing  left  any 
ftdk  obftacle  might  thwart  our  defigns. 
My  Hfe  hitherto  had  been  fo  much  ex- 
poied  to  vexations,  that  I  imagined  each 
<hj  moft  neceflfarily  produce  inftances 
of  my  being  difappointed  in  every  thing 
I  undertook :  a  train  of  misfortunes  na- 
twally  produces'  a  continual  appi-ehen- 
fioo.  As  I  had  heard  the  marquis  was 
IB  the  neighbourhood,  I  began  vto  think 
he  m^ht  be  arrived  |  I  dare  not  fay  I 
^wdifpleafed :  is  it  poffible  one  fhould, 
after  fo  long  an  an  abfence  of  a  perfon 
bekwed?    «  Perhaps,'  faid  I  to  myfelf, 

*  the  Count  De  Saint  Pal,  uneafy  at  my 
'  not  complying  with  his  eager  appoint- 

*  meat,  is  come  to  fetch  me.*  This 
Jioplexity  occaijoned  my  looking,  out  a 
^nd  time.  By  the  light  of  the  torches, 
carried  by  two  {ervants,  I  difcemed  a 
tail  man  getting  out  of  the  coach :  he 
^ttoied  fomethiog  in  years,  with  a  ve- 
nnable  afpe£l ;  and,  by  his  numerous 
ntmae,  to  be  a  pei'Ibn  of  great  quality* 
Before  he  entered  the  inn,  he  caft  his 
eyes  towards  me,  and  even  ftopped  his 
sttendants,  that  he  might  have  the  bet- 
^  view.  Not  accuftomed  to  be  thus 
ogled,  I  drew  in.  I  fancied  he  looked 
Something  fweec  upon  me,  and  it  was 
cafy  todifcover  he  did  not  think  me  dif- 
agreeable.  A  fmall  fliare  of  beauty  fuf- 
n^  to  infpire  fuch  a  thought  into  raoft 
^*M>en  J  and  let  their  way  of  thinking 

.be  never  fo  juft,  if  they  deal  fmcerely, 
^  muft  not  deny  but  vanity  and  rcl|'« 


conceit  furnilh  one  half  of  their  reficc* 
tions. 

Thi  notion  I  had  that  Lindamine 
would  not  fail  of  coming  to  inform  ma 
of  her  fetting  out,  prevailed  upon  me  to 
leave  my  door  hair  open.  The  *agita  • 
tions  of  my  mind,  rather  than  what 
I  eat  at  fupper,  had  inclined  me  to 
fleep  in  an  arm-chair,  though  I  was 
often  difturbed  from  the  continual  ex- 
pe^bition  of  feeing  the  pilgrim  $  but  how 
was  I  furprized  at  laft  to  fee  two  men 
ftandin^^  by  me,  one  of  whom  I  knew 
to  be  the  perfon  I  had  feen  get  out  of 
the  coach.  The  fudden  emotion,  occa- 
iioned  by  their  unexpeAed  prefence,  no 
doubt  betraved  fomeapprehenfton.     '  I 

*  beg,  Mademoifelle,'  laid  the  tall  gen- 
tleman, whom  I  took  to  be  the  mafter^ 
'  you  would  not  be-frightened  $  I  little 

*  thought  of  giving  any  occafion  to  it, 

*  or  of  difturhing  your  repofe,  when» 

*  through  a  miitake,  I  came  into  your 

*  apartment  inltead  of  my  own :  per- 

*  ceiving  my  error,  I  was  upon  the  point 

*  of  retiring,  but  muftconfefs  I  was  fo 

*  furprized  to  fee  fuch  a  beautiful  crea- 

*  tare,  that,  old  as  I  am,  I  could  not 
'  deny  myfelf  the  pleafure  of  gazing  a* 
'  while.     So  many  charms  cannot  be 

*  deft itute  of  fufBcient  fwcctnefs  of  tem« 

*  per  to  excufe  what  has  happened;  and 

*  I  hope  fuch  an  atti-a6ting  motive  will 

*  plead  my  pardon.    No  age  is  fecure 

<  from  the  force  of  beauty;  and  yours, 
'  in  particular,  is  too  irrefiftible  not  to 

*  occafion  many  fuch  adventures.*  Any 
one  will  eafily  guefs,  both  the  harangue 
and  the  vifit  afforded  me  fufficient  fub- 
ie£l  of  admiration ;  but  it  will  certain- 
ly be  thought  vecy  extraordinary,  tliat 
both  the  one  and  the  other  pleafed  me 
not  a  little:  fometliing,  I  knew  not 
what,  delighted  me.  The  old  gentle- 
man*s  prefence,  as  much  a  ftranger  as 
he  was  to  me,  was  highly  agreeable  t 
whilft  he  fpoke,  I  could  not  help  con- 
fidering  his  perfon  with  a  fecret  pleafure; 
and  when  he  had  done,  I  returned  his 
compliments  in  a  polite  manner;  I  even 
fought,  I  remember,  to  make  myfelf  at 
agreeable  as  pofTible,  without  knowing 
<lie  reafon.  The  ftranger  was  fo  tranf- 
ported  at  the  complaifance  of  my  anfwer 
and  behaviour,  that,  folding  his  arms 
together,  <  Is  it  poflible,'  he  ciied,  <  that 

*  To  much  wit  and  beauty  fhould  be 

*  united  \  She  has  certainly  been  ex- 

<  tremely  well  educated!    Happy  man, 

P  a  «  whoever 


/ 
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'  whoever  he  is,  to  pofTefs  fuch  a  trea- 

*  furc  of  good  fenfe!  Who  would  have 
'  imagined,  Forfan^^  continued  he,tuni> 
ing  his  eyes  to  a  man  on  whofe  flioulder 
he  leaned,  <  that  at  my  years  I  could 

*  have  expefted  (o  favourable  a  recep- 
«  tion  ?  A  great  proof  of  the  juft  way  of 

*  thinking  this  young  lady  poflTeflTcs.'— 

*  Take  care,  Sir,'  replied  I  very  modeft- 
ly,  •  left  your  encomiams  infpire  a  va- 

*  nity  prejudicial  to  that  merit  you  are 

*  plea  fed  to  extol ;  but  if,  as  you  feem 
«  to  fay,    tliere  is  any  in  overlooking' 

*  age  and  perfonal  advantages,  I  mutt 

*  needs  own  I  have  fo  much  good  fenfe, 
«  as  to  confider  only  chara^er  and  worth 
'  in  men ;  and,  were  I  to  make  a  choice, 

*  fuch  qualifications  would  fix' it,  pre- 

*  ferably  tio  thofe  of  a  more  alluring  na- 
«  ture/ 

The  oU  gentleman  extolled  this  max- 
im to  the  (kics,  enibellifhing  it  with  all 
that  wit  could  pofTialy  invent.  His  fa- 
cility in  exprefling  himfelf,  and  the  po- 
lite language  he  employed,  moft  agree-*' 
ably  engaged  my  attention  5  this  he  per- 
ceived, and  from  thence  took  a  frefh 
occaiion  of  praiiing  my  underflanding. 

*  It  is  very  evident.    Sir,'    replied  I, 

*  yours  is  of  fuch  a  turn,  that  a  young 

*  perfon  may  not  ortly  be  very  fafe  in 

*  your  company,  but  confiderably  im- 

*  prove  hcrlelf  when  thus  happy  in  en- 
«  joying  i'o  folid  and  elegant  a  conver- 

*  fdtion/— *  Have  you    really  fworn, 

*  then,'  cried  the  old  gentleman,  tranf- 
ported,  *  to  make  me  forget  my  age, 

*  and  the  diffcates  of  reafon?  As  old  as 

*  I  am,  I  know  my  own  weakncfs  j  my 

*  heart  is  on  the  point  of  falling  a  vi6lim 

<  to  your  youth  and  beauty :  why  muft  ' 

*  you  call  the  perfections  of  your  mind 
«  to  compleat  the  conqueft?    Do  not 

*  caft  down   your  eyes,  thou   lovelieft 

*  creature  I  ever  beheld  1  nor  give  your- 

*  fclf  anyuneafmefs,*  continued  he,  fee- 
ing me  a  little  difcompofed  at  this  decla- 
ration :  Uhough  I  fhould  even  fancy 
«  myfclf  young  again,  you  have  nothing 

*  to  fear  horn  the  tranfports  you  infpire, 

*  blended  with  fo  much  rffpe£t  as  they 

*  arc,  and  your  chafte  beauties  will  Cut- 

*  ficiently  curb  the  failles  of  an  inegu- 

*  lar  paffion.     Arc  you  not,  Forfan,  of 

*  my  opinion,'  continued  the  ftranger ; 

*  and  though  older  than  myfelf,  do  not 

<  you  admire  her  innocent  and  unaffeft- 

*  ed  charms  ?' 

In  the  beginning  of  this  interview  I 
had  offered  chairs^  but  the  ftranger  had 


obliged  me  to  fit  down  again^  and  his 
attendant  brought,  him  an  arm-chair, 
placing  himfeif  on  one  fide.  So  many 
compliments  heaped  upon  me  during  this 
converfation  had  given  me  a  colour  no 
way  to  my  difadvantage  j  the  candle* 
light,  too,  had  contributed  to  promote 
fo  many  fine  fpeeches.  Whatever  reafons 
I  might  have  for  difpatching  this  vifit» 
it  was  fo  very  agreeable  to  me,  that 'I 
even  furnifhed  occafions  of  prolonging 
it  as  much  as  pofllble ;  certainly  my 
'  mind  foreboded  fomethtng  from  it. 
Our  converfation  foon  turned  on  thofe 
talents  which  are  thought  'to  adorn 
merit.  The  flranger,  who  feemed  fond 
of  mufick,  enquired  if,  among  my  other 
qualifications,  I  praHifed  fmging:  this 
occafioned  fome  little  excufee,  a  folly 
ufual  with  performers.  My  voice  was 
good ;  and,  as  I  have  already  hinted,  I 
had  made  fome  progrefs  in  mufick.  As 
we  are  all  fond  of  pleafmg  in  as  many 
different  ways  as  poflible,  I  fung  aa 
air,  the  words  of  which  were  the  mar- 
quises: it  was  his  favourite  fong,  as 
he  affured  roe ;  this  was  more  than  fuf  • 
ficient  to  make  me  remember  it. 

I. 

My  joys  depend  on  her  ilone, 
'Whofe  beauty  iiret  my  ravifh'd 
bread; 
Laid  at  her  feet,  if  fke  but  own 
J  touch  her  heart,  *tis  then  l*m  blefsM* 
11. 
Chafte  coyneffi  never  can  alarm, 

Or  fhake  a  conftant,  noble  mind  j 
Rigid  virtue  will  always  cha:m 
A  foul  from  loofe  defire  refiA'd* 

After  palling  very  great  compliments 
on  my  performance,  the  ftranger  turning 
to  him  who   ftood  by;  *  I  could  tvttt 

*  pardon,'   fays  he,  *  the  young  fparic 

*  we  were  talking  of,  had  he  been  cn- 

*  amoured  with  one  any  way  compa. 

*  rable  to  this  young  lady  in'her  educa- 

<  tion,  wit,  politenefs,  and  fine  talents  j 

<  one  might  venture  to  fay  birth  too  | 

*  nay,  I  would  have  even  approved  of 

*  his  paffion  :  but  to  run  after  a  forry 

*  creature,  from  a  dunghill,  a  country 
'  girl ;  in  fine,  the  very  rcvcrfe  of  what 

*  I  have  mentioned  j  to  fuffer  himfelf 

*  to  be  fo  far  infatuated  as  to  entangle 

*  himfelf  in  one  troublcfome  affair  after 
'  another}  difobUge  his  parents,    and 

*  trample  on  the  nioft  effential  duties  ia 

*  life,  there  can  be  no  cxcufe.     Nobo* 
<  dycanliavea  greater  ^oropaffion  tha A 

"*  <  myfclf 


THE   POUTU^IATE    COUNTRY    MAID.       117 


*  mylelf  for  the  (allies  of  youth.  I  am 
<  icnfibley  were  I  in  his  place,  I  (hould 

*  nm  all  hazards  for  fuch  a  lovely  crea- 

*  tore  as  this ;  hot  to—'  *  Ah,  my  Lord 
*■  Marquis!*  cried  Forfan,  interrupting 
isim,  •  what  is  it  you  fay  ?    The  near 

*  concern  you  have  in  this  affair,  makes 

*  you  lay  down  a  wrong  principle.     I 

*  need  not  tell/you  that  L4>ve  is  blind^ 

*  and  tonfequently  will  fancy  in  it*s 
'  oh  eft  all  thofe  charms  you  have  found 
'  h  je  to  be  real."* — «  Though  your 
'  Jaim/  replied  the  nobleman^  '  be 
'/omethxng  romantick,  I  agree  it  has 
/it* s  weight ;  but  I  deny  that  to  be  the 

A  cafe  in  difpute  :  there  are  fome  faults 

*  prejudice  itfelf  cannot  overlook.    The 
/     '  girl  I  am  fpeaking  of  has  not  the  leaft 

|j      '  itiemblance  of  this  young  lady.  That 

f      *  wench  is  a  proud,  haughty  vagabond ; 

'  and  as  flic  knows  the  power  ihe  has 

*  over  our  acquaintance,  has  engaged 

*  him  hitherto  in  fo  many  extravagan- . 

*  cies,  that  the  eood  qualities  every  one 

*  allowed  him  formerly  to  be  matter  of 

*  are  all  buried  in  oblivion.     It  is  tiue, 

*  by  this  time  flie  is  fevercly  puni/hed, 

*  and  muft  hereafter  pay  very  dear  for 
<  all  the  vexation  (he  has  brought  upon 
'her  admirer*8  friends;  but  ttill,  flie 
'  can  never  repair  the  mifchief  that's 

*  done,  or  atone  for  the  difobedience  of 
'  a  ion  to  his  father.  You,  Forfan.' 
continued  the  nobleman  very  eamettly, 

*  was  one  of  the  firft  to  reprcfent  thele 

*  things  to  me  in  a  proper  light,  and 

*  pointed  out  the  only  remedy  left,  for 

*  which  I  fliall  ever  acknowledge  myfelf 

*  obliged.* 

The  nobleman  no  fooncr  began  to. 
take  in  pieces  the  poor  country  girl,  but 
I  found  myfelf  ftruck  to  the  heart.  No- 
thing contributes  fo  much  as  our  inte- 
reft  to  make  us  (harp-  fighted .  The  ex • 
aft  refemblance  between  this  hittory, 
cruelly  mangled  as  it  was,  and  my  own; 
the  reflexions  made  upon  it  j  theeameft- 
Bcis,  not  to  fay  indignation,  with  which 
this  nobleman  fpoke  of  the  lover  con- 
cerned; all  put  together,  left  me  no 
mom  to  doubt  of  my  ailing  the  fccond 
peribnage  in  this  notable  fcene.    '  Good 

*  God  \\  fajd  I  to  myfelf,  quite  con- 
founded with  the  thought,  *  am  I  at  laft 

*  £aliai  into  the  hands  of  my  lover's  fa- 
'  thcr  V  I  was  ready  to  fink  at  the  ap- 
prehenfion ;  but  dear  liberty,  which  lay 
atftake,and  certainly  nothing  elfe  could 
have  fupported  me,  came  to  my  affift- 

«!  and  gaye  m^  fuch  cQuunjind  over 


myfelf,  as  to  elude  the  dani^cr  of  being 
dilcovcreJ,  Not  a  foul  in  thtfhoufe know- 
ing me,  I  (iid  not  dcJpair  of  getting  over 
this  dilHcuhy. 

As  ihefc  rcflefllons  took  up  fome  lit- 
tle timr,  the  oKl  marquis  imagined,  from 
my  filcnce,  that  the  fubjcit  of  this  dif- 
courfe  did  not  afFc£l  mc  fufBcicntly  to 
engage  me  in  it;  upon  this,  changing 
the  converfation,  he  enquired  how  far 
I  might  be  from  home,  and  whether  I 
fliould  continue  my  journey  the  next 
day.  I  anfwered  with  great  indiiferencc, 
that  I  was  accompanying  a  relation  to  a 
monaftery.  This  put  him  upon  enquir- 
ing if  the  monaftery  was  near  Vcrfaillt«j 
and  added,  that  if  fo,  he  would  wait  on 
me  thither.  This  gave  occaiion  to  his 
informing  mc,  that  he  was  returning 
from  his  country -feat,  and  was  obliged 
to  ftop  at  the  inn,  for  that  his  fervants, 
who  were  to  meet  him  with  fielh  horfes, 
not  expelling  him  till  the  next  day,  had 
difappointed  him ;  that  he  waited  their 
coming,  having  fent  for  them.  He  add- 
ed, in  a  vei  y  gallant  manner,  that  though 
he  had  been  highly  provoked  at  their 
negligence,  he  flio'ild  be  obliged  to  par- 
don them,  as  it  proc\ired  him  the  plea- 
furc  of  my  acquaintance;  and  therefore 
he  ought  not  to  regret  the  lofs  of  the  time 
they  had  occaiioned  in  his  affairs,  fince 
it  was  employed  in  paying  his  refpefts 
to  me.  I  anlwercd  to  what  he  Taid  in  a 
polite  manner ;  and  found,  by  th(j,rcft 
of  his  difcourfe,  that  I  was  not  in  any 
danger  of  being  difcovcred.  Encourag- 
ed by  this,  I  begun  to  think  of  pleading 
my  own  caufc,  if  any  opportunity  pre- 
fen  ted  itfelf. 

My  earneft  defire  of  introducing  the 
fubjci\  again,  msdc  mctake  the  advan- 
tage of  the  great  regard  he  ilill  (hewed 
me.     *  I  am  apt  to  imagine,  my  lord 

*  marquis,*  faid  I,  withdrawing  one  of 
my  hands  he  was  going  to  feizc,  *  that 

*  you  are  eafily  prejudiced ;  if  the  young 

*  gentleman  you  mentioned,  and  whole 

*  affair  you   fccm  to  take  fo  much  to 

*  heart,  be  as  amorous  as  yourielf,  you 

*  ought  not  to  be  i'lirprized  at  his  fall- 

*  ing  in  love  with  a   perfon,  perhaps 

*  much  more  amiable  than  me.'— <  Why 

*  fOf  Maderaoilclle?'  cried  the  old  mar- 
quis, piqued  at  what  I  faid  :   *  there  is  a 

*  wide  difference  between  taking  a  lik- 
^  ingtoa  perfon,  and  filling  in  love.'— 

*  The  engagements,'  faid  1,  *  of  one  at 

*  the  agel  fuppole  the  gentleman  to  be 
f  for  whom  you  aie  fo  concerned,  cfpe- 

•  cially 
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*  cially  with  a  country  girl,  arc  not,  in 

*  all  probability,  of  any  great  moment; 

*  beudes,  her  condition  being  fo  much 

*  beneath  him,  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
'  her  relations,  and  not  his,  have  the 

*  moft  rcafon  to  be'  concerned  for  the 

*  confcquenccs.'— *  Indeed,'  replied  the 
old  marquis  very  pofitively,  '  I  do  not 

*  believe  my  fon  will  be  fool  enough  to 

*  marry  her.*—'  How,  my  lord  !*  cried 
I,  with  a  feigned  air  of  aftonifhraent ; 

*  >8  it -your  fon  wje  have  been  talking  of 

*  all  this  while  ?*— •  Well,  Mademoi- 
'  £elle»^  continued  the  marquis  in  fome 
confufion,  *  it  is  out,  and  I  (kali  not 
«  be  at  the  trouble  of  recalling  it :  bc- 

*  ^t%,  bis  pafllon  is  grown  fo  noto- 

<  riouSy  that  it  would  be  in  vain  to  en- 

*  dcavDur  to  keep  it  fecrct.'— *  If  that 

*  be  the  cafe,*   replied  I,   *  you  have 

*  Ibme  reafon  tv  complain  3  though,  in 

*  reality,   you  hazard  nothing  in  the 

*  main  ;  (incc,  as  yon  fay,  (he  is  a 
«  country  girl,  and  confcquently,  with 

*  all  her  beauty,  can  never  be  Co  vain 

*  as  to  pretend  to  the  honour  of  your 

<  alliance.* — *  1  am  not  able,'  replied 
the  marquis,  <  to  difcover  all  the  views 
«  fhc  may  have  in  what  (he  does  j  but 

*  this  you  may  depend  on,  if  (he  has 
'  as  much  fcnfe  as  feveral  pretend  file  is 

*  miftrcfs  of,  (he  will  lead  my  fon  ma- 

*  i»y  a  dance,  confidering  thi  honour 

*  and  conltancy   on  which  he  values 

*  himfclf/— *  Nay,  then,  indeed,'  re- 
plied I,  with  an  air  of  great  (Implicity, 
S  you  are  certainly  in  the  right  to  break. 
^  off  the  correfpondence  between  thtfe 

*  two  lovcrs/-r-*  You  arc  not,'  laid  he, 

*  the  only  one  that  approves  of  my  con- 

*  duH  in  this  particular.     I    expe<5l, 

*  with  great  impatience,  to  hear  evtry 

*  moment  of  the  (lut's  being  fccured." — 

*  How  r  faid  I,  interrupting  him  5  *  have 

*  you  tliat  to  do  Hill  ?'— *  In  all  pioba- 

*  bility,'  replied  he,  '  (he  muft  be  fafe 

*  in  a  monaftery  by  this  time,  where  I 

*  have  taken  care  Ihe  fhall  meet  with  a 

*  proper  reception.     I^w.is  yerterday  to 

*  have  had  an  account'of  what  has  been 
«  dones  how  I  come  to  be  fo  difap. 
«  pointed  I  cannot  imngine,  unlefs  our 

*  fly  baggage  has  deluded  my  nephew 

*  iikewile,  whom  I  cntrufted  with  the 

*  commiflton  ;  but  when  I  confider  his 

*  known  dlfcietion,   and  the  little  re- 

*  gard  he  has  for  the  fair-ftx,  I  think 

*  there  is  nothine^  of  that  kind  to  be 

*  feared  5  though  One  moment  often  fuf- 

*  &;«s  to  work  an  entire  change |  be* 


*  fides,  I  have  heard  of  fo  many  of  her 

*  tricks  and  exploits,  that  it  is  not  im* 
<  pofTibie  but  (he  may  have  given  us  tlie 
«  flip.' 

This  laft  harangue  humbled  me  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  I  was  on  the  point 
of  throwing  off  the  ma(ky  and  Tindi— 
eating  myfclf.    No  one  can  be  fo  very 
infeniible  as  not  to  be  moved »  when, 
they  hear  themfelves  thus  torn  in  pieces. 
Without  the  motives  which  may  be  ea— 
(ily  gueflTed,  I  could  never  have  laid  £9 
great  a  reftraint  on  myfelf :  a  momenta's 
thought  recovered  me.  *  But,  good  God, 
Sir,  you  furprize  me!'  faid  I,  *  aa<l 
give  me  a  very  indifferent  opinion  of 
your  fon.     Is  it  poflibie  tlut  a  per^ 
fon  of  his  birth,  (hould  thus  abandon  . 
himfelf  to  fo  forry  a  creature  as  y 01a 
have  defcribed,    notwithftanding  the 
old  proverbj  that  Love  is  blind.  This, 
I  conceive,  may  hold  good  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  bo.Iy,  i.-jt  certainly  can 
be  of  n.)  fj:  jc  in  regard  of  the  mind  5 
at  lejit,   I  do  not  comprehend  ho^iv. 
any  man  of  fenfe  can  omit  weighing* 
with  great  a^t^ntion-,  the  good  or  bad 
charafterof  the  peiTon  beloved:  pof- 
fibly  your  fon,  my  Icm,  may   have 
difcoveied  in   hor  lomctiiu.j^   at  leafl: 
worthy  of  eitceiu.' — '  Vwui  icmark,* 
replied  he,  '  i«  very  jufl:   nnd  if  I  had 
not  been  affured  of  the  vile  difpoC- 
tions  of  this  huffy,  I  (hould  have  con- 
cluded, as   you  do,  that  the  violent 
paflion  ilie  created  in  my  fou,  mu(i 
ha  .»•  been  heightened  by  the  influence 
of  fome  commendable  turn  of  mind  j 
but  there  is   no. likelihood   of  this, 
where  experience  (hews  us  that  (he 
has  entangled  her  admirer  in  feveral 
broils,    dil'concerted  his  affdirs,  and 
fet  him  at  variance  with  his  father : 
this,  you  rauR  allow,  is  an  abomina- 
ble character,  and  can  never  be  fuffi- 
ciently  condemned.' — *  I  am  of  your 
opinion,  my  lord,'  continued  I  j  *  but 
give  me  leave  to  aflc  you  one  que(lion> 
if  this  difcourfe  is  not  grown  tedious.* 
— *  Not  in  the  lea(l,'  replied  the  marquis 
in  a  milder  tone :    *  as  many  as  you 
plcafe  J  I  take  a  lingular  pleafure  ia 
hearing  you.'    For  the  better  under- 
(landing  this  notable  dialogue,  it  mud 
be  obferved,  that  every  time  the  mar- 
quis  fpokc  of  me  under  the  name  of 
country  girl,  he  expreflfed  himfelf  with 
an  air  of  contempt  and  indignation  :  his 
a^ion  was  addrefled  to  me,  but  his  eye$ 
were  iixed  on  his  gentleman,  who  flood 

by* 
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tif  y  and  only  auafwered  with  nods  and 
Ihrogs^  approTiDg  of  every  thing  his 
nafier  faid ,  but  whenever  I  fpoke,  the 
marquis  grew  calmer,  was  agreeable 
and  complaiianty  Forfan  continuing  his 
dumb  fliew,  and  dividing  his  filent  ap- 
pnolntions  between  us. 

<  What  I  would  fain  know/  faid  I 
to  the  marquis,  looking  him  fteadily 
ia  the  face,  *  is,  whether  you  have  ever 

*  kea  jour  ibn*s  miftrefs;  I  mean,  the 

*  country  g^rl  we  have  been  talking  of: 

<  I  fpecify  her,  becaufe  he  may  nave 
'  mnl;  a  thing  not  unufual,  they  fay, 

*  with  young  noblemen  at  preient/— ^ 

*  No,  fair  lady,^  anfwered  the  marquis, 

*  I  never  iaw  her  5  but  tho£b  who  are 
'  acquainted  with  her,  have  drawn  her 

*  sidure  to  the  life  for  me ;  particular-  ^ 

*  ly  a  certain  perfon,  daughter  to  the' 
'  lord  of  her  village,  who  has  given  me 

*  a  thorough  infight  into  her  defigns  3 

*  and  who  has  reafon,  from  whather 
'  family  has  AtflFered  on  the  girl's  ac- 

*  count,  bitterly  to  regret  the  charita- 

■  ble  prote£Hon  that  was  there  granted 
«  her.  What  I  tell  you,'  Continued  the 
marquis,  growing  peeviih  with  the  re - 
monbrance  of  what  had  happened,  *  are 

*  hStSf  and  of  that  conlequence  too,  as 

<  had  like  to  have  coft  me  my  fon/«— 
'  How,  my  lord  V  cried  I,  equally  ihar- 
ing  the  bitter  remembrance,  <  thefe  are 

*  matters  of  moment,  indeed,  and  prove 
'  (he  is  highly  to  blame  as  to  what  has 

*  happened  ;  but  as  to  the  chara£^er  they 
'  have  given  of  her,  how  do  you  know 

*  but  they  may  have  very  cogent  mo- 

*  tives  for  impoiing  on  you  ?'— '  No, 

*  not  the  leaft,*  anfwered  the  marquis. 
«  It  is  true,  your  obje^lion  would  be  of 

*  fome  force  where  there  is  a  tival,  or 

■  one  of  equal  rank,  but-—*  '  Have 
'  a  care,  my  lord,*  I  cried,  interrupt- 
ing him  in  my  turn  ;  *  Love,  who  is  at 

*  the  bottom  of  all   this   affair,   is  a 

*  great  leveller:  the  lady  who  has  thus 
'  prejudicecf  you  againft  the  country 
'  lafs,  perhaps  is  young ;  your  Ton  is, 

*  doubtlefs,  a  very  amiable  perfon; 
'  where  would  be  the  wonder,  if  flie 
'  really  has  an  aife^Uon  for  him  f  Per- 

,<  haps,  not  being  able  to  bear  a  rival 
'  fo  much  her  inferior,  (he  has  taken 

*  this  opportunity  of  punifhing  her  for 
'  pretending  to  a  heart  (he  is  defirous  of 
'  Securing  to  herfelf.  I  have  heard  of 
'  fach  adventures  before  3  and  why  may 

*  not  ihij  be  of  the  fame  nature  ?'— *  So, 

*  then,  replied  the  jnarquis|  we  muft 


*  bdieve  in  romances,  where  we  iin<l 
'  many  fuch  ridiculous  inftances,  more 

*  apt  to  corrupt  the  mind  than  inform 

*  it,    as  fome  will  pretend  :    but  put 

*  the  cafe,  it  were  really  as  you  fay« 

*  thefe  effe^s  would  never  have  fol« 
'  lowed  3  all  the  world  will' tell  you 
'  the  fame  ^  and  though  they  were  all 

*  of  your  opinion,  and  would  endea- 

*  vour  to  convince  me,  it  would  be  ia 

*  vain,  for  I  never  aft  but  upon  fure 
«  grounds.* 

This  was  uttered  with  fo  much  (bur- 
nefs,  that  I  heartily  repented  my  having 
occafioned  the  difcourfe :  I  endeavoured 
artfully  to  introduce  anotlier  topick'i 
but  he  was  too  vehement,  and  too  much 
bent  upon  the  fubjeft .  *  Had  my  4bn, 
'  indeed,*  continued  he,  <  fallen  in  love 
'  with  a  perfon  of  equal  merit  with  your* 

<  felf,  I  would  not  have  interfered  t  as 

*  a  father,  I  might  have  reflefted  on 
'  the  confequences  of  fuch  an  engage^ 

*  ment,  but  I  could  not  have  condemn- 

*  ed  his  pa(rion,  being  very  lefTfible  that 

*  there  are  fome  objeSs  morally  irapof- 

<  (ible  to  be  refifted.     I  mylelf,  not* 

*  withftanding  my  age,  cannot  anfwer 
'  how  far  I  might  be  Cftriied  by  thoie 

*  charms  of  yours,  wei-e  I  much  longcc 

*  expofed  to  them.     I  am  even  fenfible 

*  already,*  continued  the  marquis  very, 
amoroufly,  *  that  I  have  gazed  on  you 
^  too  long  for  my  own  happineis,  aiui 

«  that '     *  Alas,  my  lord,'  cried  J, 

interrupting  him,  hurried  on  by  my  re- 
fentment,  and  without  coniidering  what 
I  was  going  to  fay,  <  how  can  you  thus 
'  ad  Jrefs  me,  after  fpeaking  your  mind 

*  fo  freely  in  my  regard?     Is  it  pof- 

*  iible,  that  knowing  me  fo  well,  and 

*  having  this  very  moment  given  me 

*  fuch  convincing  proofs  of  your  indig  • 

*  nation  *  Here  I  flopped  (liort, 
perceiving  too  late  my  indiscretion.  I 
would  have  given  the  world  to  have  had 
it  in  my  power  to  recal  my  words. 

The  marquis,  aftoniihed  at  what  I 
faid,  Aared  upon  Forfan ;  then,  turning 
towards  me,  he  eyed  mc  from  head  to 
foot:  notwithltanding,  happily  for  me, 
he  had  not  the  lealt  ful'picion  m  my  re- 
gard.    «  What  do  you  intend  to  fay, 

<  Mademoifefle ;  what  proofs  do  you 

*  mean?    Could  I  milta4ce,  or  might 

*  you  have  taken  amifs — It  cannot  be  ! 

<  I  looked  upon  you  as  a  lady  dcieri'ing 

<  refpe6l,    and  it  ill  1  think  I  am  not 

*  miltaken.' 

Thefe  queftions  preiTed  me  too  hard 

n< 
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not  W  endeavour  to  evade  them :  I 
would  fain  have  taken  up  another  Tub- 
)e6l,  but  foon  found  I  had  one  to  deal 
with  whofe  long  experience  would  mot 
fufler  him  to  be  eafily  put  upon  a  wrong 
fcent.  *  In  the  name  of  g^dnefs, 
<  Mademoifelle/  continued  he,  taking 
me  by  the  hand,  *  do  not  endeavour  to 
'  make  your,  efcape ,  from   me  thus  { 

•  Something  that  concerns  you  very 
«  nearly  occafioned  thofe  reproaches  you 

•  uttered  againft  me.  Explain  your- 
«  felf,  let  me  beg.     In  what  is  it  I  have 

•  undefignedly  affronted  you  ?  I  (hould 
«  be  cruelly  afflifted,  if  Lhave  been  fo 

•  unfortunate,  it  being  very  far  from 

•  my  intention^:    I  will  fay  more;    I 

•  feel  I  know  not  what  that  interefts 

•  me  in  your  behalf.  Speak,  thou 
«  amiable  creature,*  continued  he,  feeing 
the  confufion  I  was  in.  I  would  fain 
have  fct  matters  to  rights  by  giving  a 
different  turn  to  my  expreflions  5  but  it 
was  done  with  ib  little  appearance  of 
truth,  tliat  he  eafily  faw  through  the 
contrivance.     *  Ah !'  cried  he,    '  you 

*  difi'enible  with   me.     Here   is   fome 

•  myftery  I  am    convinced  s    betides^ 

•  now  I  recolleft,  you  expreflcd  yonr- 

*  felf  with  great  earneftncl's  concerning 

*  my  fon  5  perhaps  you  know  him ;  you 

*  may  know  me  too.      You  blu(h  !— 

*  Ah,  Forfan!'  continued  the  marquis, 
turning  to  him,    «  I  lufpeft  there  is 

*  fomething  of  fo  much  confequence  in 

*  the  trouble  this  young  lady  betrays, 
«  and  what  (he  has  laid,  that  I  am  re- 

*  folvcd  not  to  ftir  from  hence  till  I 

*  have  cleared  up  t)ie  bufmefs.' 

I  reprefented  to  myfelf,  in  fuch  lively 
Colours,  the  danger  I  mn  if  difcovered 
by  an  incenfed  parent,  who  had  fo  open- 
ly declared  himfelf  my  implacable  ene- 
my, that.  I  was  re:idy  to  fmk  when  he 
enquired  whethef  I  knew  his  fon  ;  but 
his  laft  words  terrified  me  fo  cruelly, 
that  I  fainted  away.  I  was  informed 
afterwards,  that  the  inarquis  took  a- 
bundancc  of  pains  to  bring  me  to  my- 
felf. He  called  for  afiiltance;  and 
whilft  they  were  Hufied  in  aflifting  me, 
enquired  of  every  one  who  I  was,  but 
not  a  foul  knew  me.  I  foon  cauiC  to 
myfelf;  but  finding  I  was  the  fubjcft 
ot  the  difcourfe,  I  pi-etended  to  be  Itill 
in  a  fwoon,  the  better  to  difcovcr  the 
marquis's  fentiments,  and  to  avoid  any 
fanher  queilions,  which  would  infalli- 
bly entangle  me  in  new  difficulties.  I 
was  in  hopes  of  fucceeding,  as  that  no<< 


b!eman*8  fervants  were  expefted  everjr 
moment,  and  he  had  declared  he  wa» 
obliged  to  be  at  court  that  night. 

During  my  pretended  fwoon,  I  heard  „ 
the  marquis  enquire  Who  I  was  of 
fcvcry  one  prefent.  He  called  for  the 
landlord  ;  afked  him  whence  I  came  ^ 
who  brought  me  hither  5  where  the  per- 
fon  was  I  had  mentioned  as  my  rela- 
tion ;  but  all  the  marquis  could  get  out 
of  him  only  ferved  to  increafe  his  per- 
plexity. The  landlord  told  him,  that 
as  to  the  pilgrim,  I  had  never  ieen  her 
before  the  preceding 'day ;  that  an  offi- 
cer, whom  they  did  not  know,  had 
brought  me  hither;  and  tliat  if  anj 
one  could  give  a  farther  information  it 
mufl  be  the  poflilion :  that  they  had* 
obferved  a  difpute  I  had  with  a  valet  de 
chambre  belonging  to  the  gentleman 
who  came  with  me;  but  that  being 
foon  over,  they  could  gather  nothing 
from  it.  The  marquis  immediateljr 
fent  for  the  poftilion,  and  I  gave  my- 
felf over  for  lofl,  trembling  every  joint, 
I  blamed  myfelf  for  not  following  Saint 
FaPs  advice. 

The  poflilion,  whom  the  marquis  ex- 
pelled witli  great  impatience,  was  not 
long  in  coming :  but  how  agreeably  was 
I  furprized,  when  he  declared  he  knew 
•  nothing  of  the  gentleman,  nor  had 
ever  heard  his  name  mentioned,  being 
only  hired  for  this  journey  I  *  Well,* 
cried  the  marquis,  *  this  is  furprizing  I 

*  and  ceitainly  there  muft  be  fome  my- 

*  ftery  in  it.— What  think  you,  For- 

*  fan  ?  Do  not  you  wonder  at  fo  many 

*  precautions  employed  to  prevent  any 

*  difcovery?' 

The  inllant  he  uttered  this,  a  fervant 
came  to  acquaint  the  marquis  that  his 
equipage  was  ready.  *  Let  us  go,  then,' 
fays  he,  <  fince  I  can  get  no  farther  in- 

*  formation,  and  am  obliged  to  t>e  at 

*  Verfailles  before  midnight;    I   muft    , 

*  lofe  no  more  time  1  but  all  this  juggle 
'  fhall  not  avail ;  I  am  not  to  be  foiled 
'  in  this  manner,  having  an  infallible 

*  means  of  coming  to  tlie  bottom  of  this 

*  affair.'  Upon  this,  he  whifjpeiied  For- 
fan ;  then,  coming  up  to  me,  felt  my 
pulfe.  He  was  of  opinion  that  I  flept, 
and  would  do  well.  Upon  leaving  the 
room,  he  charged  the  landlady  to  be 
very  careful  of  me  ;  affuring  her  I  was 
a  perfon  of  quality,  as  he  very  well 
knew,  which  ought  to  fufiice;  that  in 
cafe  I  fliould  grow  worfe,  they  mu(t 
difpatch  an  exprefs  to  Verfailles,  nam- 
ing 
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agm  hotel  iMch  I  have  faigot»  tnd 
Bc  wQuid  onkr  n  coaak  and  a  phyfician 
Co  attsad  me^  if  it  flioold  be  requi£te. 
Sqrupg  this,  he  weat  away.  I  no  foon* 
cr  h^  the  coach  drive  off.  but  I  be- 
gu  to.S)ireatfaea|;ai]i{  and  immediately 
mUtndf  for  this  boot,  doc  to  flip  the 
£dfc  finrounble  moment  for  making  my 
cicape.  When  danger  pfcfletf  one  eafi- 
ly  deckka  what  to  do. 
.  Whili  the  landlady  itmained  in  my 
chamber,  I  coofidered  with  myielf  what 
could  be  the  marqnia's  motive  for  tell- 
iDg  her  I  waa  a  woman  of  quality. 
*  Can  I  be  lb  happy/  (aid  I  to  myfeff, 
'  as  to  be  niftaken  for  another  by 
^  htm  ?*  This  point  will  be  cleared  up 
ia  the  (eqad  Of  thcie  Memoirs.  But»t« 


After  waiting  a  fufficient  time,  that  I 
might  be  afKiml  of  the  marquii*s  de- 
jartuRy  I  pretended  to  come  to  myielf» 
aad  by  degrees  to  be  perfeAly  recover- 
ed. I  feigned  an  inchnation^  to  reft,  in 
<vder  to  be  left  alone,  that  I  might  im- 
aediaicly  provide  for  m^  fecurity,  a- 
gainft  die  danger  into  which  I  was  now 
plunged. 

1  went  up  to  Lindamine*s  apartment's 
flie  was  waiting  for  me  with  great  im- 
padeoce.  The  nolle,  occafioned  by  the 
Bamais*s  enquiries  in  rq;ard  of  me  had 
leaded  her,  and  made  her  apjNrehcnd 
left  hia  arrival  might  orove  a  frem  obfta- 
ck  to  the  defign  we  had  in  hand{  but 
ihe  took  heart,  on  my  acquainting  her 
with  his  departure.  She  told  me,  that 
her  meafuces  were  (6  well  taken*  that 
Ae  had  not  the  kaft  reafoa  to  doubt  the 
hect&  3  particularly  as  Belizai,  of  whom 
ihe  ftood  moft  in  dread,  was  fo  well  fa- 
tiafied,  by  her  afloring  him  flie  had  fo 
entirely  foigot  what  was  pafled,  that 
there  was  nothing  to  be  apprehended  on 
that  fide. 

AU  that  in  any  way  regarded  our 
journey  was  agreed  on,  and  the  hour 
fixed:  the  difpofition  ieemed  fo  well 
contrived,  that  I  flattered  rnvfelf  we 
could  not  be  diiappointed.  But  how 
flkort-iighted  is  human  prudence  I  Lin- 
danioe's  ill  ftars  were  wearied  with 
peiiccuting,  and  now  condu6led  her  to 
a  poet  of  fafety  J  but  I  only  began  to 
frel  the  malignancy  of  n^ine.  I  had 
becB  told>  that  before  I  conid  be  happy 
I  muft  undeigo  all  the  trials  that  can 
poffibly  be  nme  of  a  young  Yvoman's 
virtue. 

^  M  a0W  ftcflAcd  her  bS^ 


mantle  over  ovr  fide  of  the  globe,  and 
wrapped  the  hce  of  things  in  obfcuritv  i 
Aot  the  leail  notfe  was  heaid  in  tnt 
honie»  where  all  were  aileep,  except 
Lindamine  and  mylelf>  who  waited  lor 
her  fteward*s  calling  upon  us.  £xa£Uy 
at  the  time  appointea  he  came  to  ac- 
quaint us  every  thing  was  ready )  and 
conduced  us  down  ftairs,  which  \m 
did  without  any  light,  to  prevent  acci- 
dents. The  reckoning  had  been  difi* 
charged  that  evening  in  prefrnce  of  the 
hofller,  who  was  ^ered  to  open  the 
gates  at  the  time  appointed  i  a  pitcau- 
tion  which  very  mticn  facilitated  our  d»- 
iign. 

When  we  were  got  into  the  ehaile^ 
and  clear  of  the  village,  after  a  mutual 
recommendation  of  ourlelves  to  Provi- 
dence, Lindamine,  taking  mie  in  her 
arras,  <  At  laft,  my  dear,*  laid  (he,  <  w 

*  aie  iatisfied  for  once}  I  hope  by  day- 

*  break  we  ihall  be  in  a  place  of  ufety.* 
— •  Pray  God  we  may !'  I  replied  i 

<  but  I  tremble,  without  knowing  th« 

*  reafon.^— «  It  is  the  ftilnefs  of  a  dark 

*  ni^t,*  replied  the  pilgrim,  '  which 

*  frightens  you.  Good  God  !*  coud- 
ntied  ihe,  *  what  would  you  do  if  alone 

<  in  a  wood,  as  I  have  often  been  ?*  [ 
made  her  no  anfwer  to  this,  though  my 
experience  was  not  fliort  of  her*s  m  that 
particulars  for,  whatever  aflfeflion  I 
might  have  for  Lindamine,  I  was  re-> 
ferved  as  to  my  own  affairs,  and  had 
not  as  yet  let  her  into  the  fecret  hiilory 
of  my  life.  Such  hafty  confidences 
may  ibit  romances  well  enough,  where 
there  is  a  neceflltv  of  making  things 
hang  together,  ana  introducing  as  ma» 
ny  rpeakers,  good,  bad,  and  indifFe^- 
rent,  as  pofiibte,  to  fwell  the  work;  but 
truth,  on  which  all  Memoirs  ought  to 
be  built,  excludes  improbabilitii^ ;  and 
this  rule  muft  be  fo  ftri^li]^  ob ferved,  at 
often  to  omit  real  events,  if  they  deviate 
too  far  from  the  ufual  cour(e  or  things* 

Lindamine^B  fteward,  who  rode  by 
the  chalfe-fide,  had  not  as  yet,  for 
want  of  time,  given  her  any  account  of 
the  commiflions  he  had  executed :  he 
took  tliis  opportunity  of  doing  it.  What 
a  pleafure  was  it  to  hear  him  fay,  that 
as  to  Saint  Agnes's  letters,  of^  which, 
his  miftrefs  had  given  him  To  great  a 
charge,  they  would  be  fafely  delivered 
into  Melicourt^s  own  hand;  for  the 
fteward  had  very  luckily  called  to  mind  a 
relation  t>f  his,  who  ferved  that  young 
geaUeman*f  father  in.  quality  of  coinp* 
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troUtr  iipwardt  of  twenty  yean.  The 
steward  aflured  us,  that  he  Should  ver^ 
Ihortly  have  an  anfwer  from  his  kini- 
man,  to  whom  he  had  given  in  charge 
the  delivery  of  t()e  lettera.  I  a&ed  him 
T^th^peat  precipitation,  by  what  meant 
the  anfwer  would  come  to  hand.  )ie 
Miied«  that  not  being  able  at  the  time 
w  writing  to  guefs  where  4ie  mi|;ht 
poflibly  then  be,>he  haddefired  Ms  re- 
lation to  drre6^  for  him  at  ^e  monaftery 
I  had  mentioned  $  imagining,  by  what 
liis  miftpc/^  faid,  he  fiiovild  be  In  that 
neighbourhood.  I  waa  charmed  with 
the  man*a  contrivance.  In  -oiy  tranf- 
port,  I  could  not  forbear  crying  out| 
^  My  Minette  will  have  tidmgs  very 
0  ihorlly  of  her  beloved  !  (he  will  be 

*  overcome  with  joy;  in  whtchj  too,  I 

<  fliall  fliare  with  her  t*  The  pilgrim 
waa  ftruck  with  admiration  at  this  over« 
flowing  of  gdod -nature)  (he  commended 
It  very  politely ;  and  fiY>m  dience  our 
difcourle  turned  upon  the  new  kind  of 
ikfe  we  were  going  to  embrace. 

We  had  gone  about  four  miles  $  the 
|»oltihon  was  reding  ^bis  horfes  after 
getting  up  a  pretty  iteep  hill,  when  we 
heard,  through  the  ftilloefs of  themght^ 
the  trampling  of  hoifes  feet:  this  threw 
^9  into  a  confternation.    '  I  am  un* 

*  done,*  cried  out  Lindflmine;  *  you 

<  will  find  Belizai*s  miftruft  has  made 

*  him  (vtfyetX  what  I  hwe  done,  and 
'  upon  this  he  is  come  in  purfuit  of  me. 
«  Good  God  t    what   ftiall  I  do  if  it 

*  proves  fo  T— *  Make  yourfelf  eafy, 

*  Madam,  I  bee  of  you,'  replied  her 
Itcward;  »  youicnow  I  have  earned 
^  arms,  and  do  not  want  courage.  As 

<  to  the  perfon  vou  mention,  he  certain* 
'*  ly  has  no  right  to  cootroul  you  j  and» 
'  at  the  worit,  if  he  Ihould  perfift  in 
'  foMowtng  you,  can  only  learn  the 
^  place  where  you  have  choft  to  retire. 
■  I  think  this  is  all  you  need  apprehend; 

*  but  if  you  have  no  mind  even  to  be 

*  troubled  with  him,  I  can  eafily  pre- 
.**  vent  it.'—*  But  I  am  afraid,*  replied 

j^indamine,  after  paufrng  a  little,  <  left 

*  in  his  violence  £c  may  do  you  a  mif- 

<  chief.'—*  Do  n^t  be  afraid.  Madam,' 
replied  the  ftewfird ;  *  I  have  a  pair  of 

*  good  piftols,  the  fight  of  which  will 

*  niffice  to  keep  him  in  awe.'  This  was 
mttered  with  U>  much  refolution,  ^t 
).indamine  Teemed   ibmething  encou- 

•  reged  ;  (he  embraced  me  very  dofe,  her 

lime  heart  beating  very  quick,    and 

■  doubticft  lecliBg  h  fcyerc  ftiuggle  frgjn 


4he  trial  fte  appreheadedlur'Vtrti^tt^ 
aindogo.  In  elM:,  It  oaonot  <he  it* 
nied,  but  a  young  Wonao  it  ymy 
vratched,  when  a.  part-«f  her  lifc  i^  tm^ 
•ployed  in  gaining  viAories  'Over  haCdf^ 
Bgainft  the  bent  Sf  her  gfie^Uons. 

In  the  mean  time  the  iMt  it  iSbit 
hotfk*  inereafed,  and  ButwHhftmJRiqg 
-that  -of  the  chati^  new  19  motiont  w» 
eould  hear  them  gain  wm  na  evRj 
moment :  ^  even  imagmed  -tiiat  1^ 
difoemed  ft  fmftll  glimmering  ligh^  «m 
-theroftd.  Herfclbegantobeatftroiedio 
4ny  tttcn.  *  Heavens  V  cried  I,  'periu]^ 
«<  their  defign  is  oa  meT  The  hght  in- 
cveafiug,  (eemed  to  be  torses.  Thui 
reminded  me  of  what  the  old  marcjuia 
^aidet-going-ftway,  tiialhe  h«d.infaHible 
means  of  coming  to  the  bottom  of  tfie 
afiatr.  The  refle^jon  terrified  me  fa. 
much,  that  I  did  not  dare  to  examine 
any  farther.  Lindamine,  w^ole  cou- 
rage  furpafled  nine^  looked  out.  and 
cfilltd  to  her  Aeward,  who  had  ftoppefl 
to  view  the  fubje6^  of  our  alarm .  *  Ahp 

*  ray  deer  i^irl  y  cried  ^e,  fitting  down 
again,  *  I  do  net  know  which  of  us  is 

*  purfued;  but  the^e  aie  three  men  witk 

*  torches  coming  ftill  fpced  after  ua,' 
— •  Are  they  a  great  way  off-?'  replied 
"I.  *  About  two  hundred  yards,  on- 
fwerod  the  fteward,  coming  up  to  ua. 
•*  For  God'a  fake,'  hid  I,  «  order  thp 

*  chai(h  to  ftop;  I  am  convinced  ther 

*  come  after  me.    As  I  havp  the  moft 

*  important  reafona  not  to  be  difcover* 

*  ed,  I  beg  to  alights   yonder  hed» 

*  will  conceal  me  tin  they  are  pa£*^ 
Lindamine  and  heyibward  endeavoured 
to  dtfiuade  me  from  it;  but  the  territtSe 
apprehenfiens  of  iailing  agaiii  into  tbe 
old  marquia^s  hands,  made  me  perfift 
in  my  defign,  and  obliged  diera  to  com'.* 

eywithwhatldefired.  But  the  greater 
lite  the  worfe  fipced;  neither  Linjaoune 
nor  I  could  pombly  get  the  ebaiie  ojpeu, 
Co  that  the  fteward  was  obKged  toanght 
and  afllft  us.  I  wae  getting  down,  but 
the  lofs  of  fe  much  time  gave  the  horfe- 
men  I  endeavouked  ito  avoid  the  eppor- 
tunitv  of  coming  up  with  us  and  iW- 
rounding  the  chaife.  By  the  lig^  of 
the  torches,  I  difeovemd  the  Count  t^ 
Saint  Fal.  He  was  as  pale  as  deatliy 
prefenting  his  band  to  me,  and  endf»« 
vouring  to  fpeak,  I  fuppo(ed  toreprea<^ 
me ;  but  he  Was  fii  much  out  of  breach 
with  hard  riding,  or  rather,  as  I  uod«r- 
ftoNxl.  afterwards,  fo  overjoyed  to  fuad 
«e.  thai  he  could  nol  uttet  i  firUable. 

liis 
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Ai  vikC  di  chBalxt^  lltt  fiuift  whom  I 
kMllbantgtUj  tricked,  Asfiplsed  hit  defi  « 
dfftcy.  <RnU)r^MadeiBOtfiaie,*ikidlie» 
widi  a  Caontiog  kind  of  airy  *yon  make 
*- «  «eiy  ill  ttvarm  t»  my  wmttx*%  civi- 
*Mm.  Ware  lift  his  {Om—*    «  Hold 


*.yaw  ^amfaiti  cried  the  coootf  in  a 
iMii  lint  iytm^A  he  would  be  obcyedi 
■  dtt  yOfMB^  My  ia  her  own  miftre(«  { 
<  ind  0,  at  Aia  lonent,  I  any  way 
'  hinder  her  dciignty  it  it  what  her  iiitereft 
*  ahfelocely  reqaires.*  Saying  this,  be 
a^pfraaehed  me,  and  made  a  thooTand 
ettn^  for  hie  intsem^ling  aiy  jourpoy  \ 
•Uing,  that  he  weokl  lay  down  fttch 
m£tn»  tor  what  be  did»  that  I  coatd 
not  bat  approve  of  bit  conduA.  I  was 
la  agiceabiy  furpriaed  with  hie  behavi- 
onr»  and  the  complaifance  he  fliewed 
ifter  I  had  pot  Aich  a  trick  upon  the 
coafideoce  he  repoM  in  me,  that  I  bad 
aac  a  wont  to  lay. 

Saint  FaA,  after  ^viar  ne  time  to  re* 
eover,  addrefied  himielf  to  Lindamine 
and  me  in  the  politeft  manner  {  and  far 
iiRMi  itproncbing  her,  aa  another  might 
hwe  dime,  for  fpiriting  me  away,  hear- 
mg  diat  our  expedition  terminated  in  a 
aanaftcry,  he  returned  her  thanks  for 
the  civilttiea  Ihewn  me,  and  extolled 
ear  Akretion,  at  he  called  it|  adding, 
that  in  order  to  make  her  fbme  amendt 
for  dcpriTine  her  of  fuch  an  agreeable 
oompanionw  he  would  wait  on  her  himielf 
widi  aift  account  of  me,  at  foon  at  I  wai 
canvcDiesicly  fettled. 

Boring  tbic  converfation,  a  ftnraot 
came  and  «c%naiDted  the  count  that  bit 
ehailb  waa  coming  v^.  Upon  this  he 
tald  me^  that  computing  from  the  time 
I  left  the  Tiilatfe,  at  be  wat  informed 
on  hia  anival  &re,  he  gueflfed  he  ihould 
overtake  me  $  and  therefore  ordered  hit 
cbaiie  to  follow  bim :  a  precaution  he 
was  overjoyed  to  have  taken,  as  it  pre- 
vented any  interruption  in  Lindamine^ t 
ioorney.  I  iouod»  by  the  fequel  of  hit 
difcourfir,  that  it  wat  owing  to  hit  valet 
de  chaatbre^s  comi|ig  to  VerfaiUet,  and 
what  thef  told  bim  at  the  village,  that 
hit  miftrail  gave  him  To  mvch  uneafineft, 
as  obliged  him  to  take  poft-borfes  in 
parfoit  of  me. 

By  tbia  time  the  diaife  had  joined  ut. 
Saint  Fal  preiented  his  hand  to  help  me 
ia.  I  embraced  Lindamine  with  great 
teodemeft  before  I  left  her,  and  promifed 
Ihe  fliookl  freqnentlyhear  from  me. 

WhMi  I  had  taken  my  place,  the 
;  waa  my  diligent  b  employing 


all  pofliUe  pnoautioni  that  cbold  con« 
tribute  to  make  my  joumev  aereeablc; 
To  prevent  ray  catchmg  cold,  be  wrap* 
ped  me  in  a  cloak,  and  obliged  me  to 
cover  roy  feet.  In  fine,  be  did  every 
obliging  thing  good -manners  could  fug* 
geft,  and  then  ordered  the  chaife  to  drive 
on.  I  could  not  forbear  admiring  hie 
fwertneft  of  temper,  and  feond  him 
truly  worthy  of  cfteem  on  fo  man  v  ac  . 
counts,  that  I  heartily  r^retted  my 
having  given  him  any  uneaiuieft. 

I  began  to  think  the  heft  encufe  I 
could  make  Saint  Fal  for  my  flight; 
wat  to  acquaint  him  with  my  adventure 
in  meeting  with  the  old  marquit,  and 
my  dread  of  falling  into  hit  hands.  The 
pfttext  was  ^  natural,  that  I  did  not  ia 
the  leaft  doubt  of  it't  fucceft.  The 
count  Teemed  much  difturbed  at  fuch  an 
unforefeen  accident  \  he  made  me  repeat 
every  fyllable  his  uncle  had  uttered  \  he 
very  humanely  put  himfeif  in  my  places 
and  agreed,  ncrhapt  throusb  complai- 
fance, that  I  wat  pcrfe^Ty  right  in 
making  my  efcape*    *  Whatever  vexa* 

<  tion,*  faid  he,  '  your  flight  occafionedy 
'  or  trouble  thit  unexpc6^ed  return  of 

*  my  uncle  tbrowt  me  mto,  I  un  over- 
'  ioyed  in  knowing  from  your  own 

*  nuMith,  that  your  departure  wat  noa 

*  owing  to  any  averfion  I  apprehended 

*  vou  might  have  taken  to  me.     If  yon 

*  knew^  u)vely  Jenny,^  continued  he, 
'  how  much  I  A»fFered,  when  I  did  not 
'  And  you  at  the  village,  you  would 

*  certainly  be  moved.     I  concluded, 

*  that  I  had  been  fo  unfortunate  ss  to 
'  loie  your  favour,  and  that  my  ccm- 
'  pany  was  become  difagreeable  to  you  t 
'  but  you  have  revived  me.    How  hap. 

*  py  (hould  I  be,  were  I  honoured  fo 

*  ijx  as  to  enjoy  your  friendfhip!*-— 

*  Alas,  that  you  have  already  !^  cried 
I,  overcome  with  hit  polite  behaviour, 
tut  nice  turn  of  fentiments,  and  that  they 
aimed  at  nothing  farther  than  my  friend* 
fliip.    *  Your  merit,*  continued  I,  *  a- 

<  bundamly  defervet  that  I  fliould  think 

<  myfelf  happy  in  fuch  a  worthy  friend  | 

*  neither  it  this  the  flrft  time  diat  f 
'  have  valued  myfelf  on  the  refpeft  and 

<  ctvilitiet  received  at  your  handt/-^ 

*  Heavens  r  cried  Saint  Fal,  interrupt- 
ing roe,  *  who  could  behave  otberwilb 

*  to  fo  charming  a  creature  ^Nay,  more, 
'  X  am  ib  entirely  devoted  to  you,  my 

*  heart  is  fo  far  prepoflefled  in  your  be- 
'  half,  I  love  you  with  that  delicacy 
'  (this  furs  will  give  no  ofience^  that  I 

CL*  *  am 
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.'  am  refolded  to  ferveyou  evenagainftmy 
f  ownintereft.  No  more  miftnift,  there- 

<  fore,  lovely  Jenny )  no  longtr  look 

<  upon  me  as  a  tyrant,  obftru^ting  your 
'  fecret  inclinations.    I  promife,  I  even 

<  vow,  notwithftanding  the  ardent  af- 

<  fe£tion  I  have  for  yon,  that  I  will 

*  ever  promote  your  happinefs  as  far  as 
*'  lies  in  my  power.    Ail  I  a(k  in  re- 

<  i  tufh  for  an  efteem  (call  it  love)  fo  dif- 
«  interefted^s,  that  you  will  never  for*^ 
^  bid  me  your  company.    Unruly  paf- 

<  fioni  are  ftmngers  to  my  breaft :  it 

<  Ipiows  no  dedre,  but  that  of  iecing 

<  and  admiring  you.  Should  it  ever 
«  exceed  thofe  bDunds^ ,  the  delicacy, 

<  and  much  more  the  virtue  I  profcfs 

*  to  cultivate,  will  always  check  any 
'  fuch  attempts,  nnd  prevent  them  giving 
«  you  the  leaft  di(hirbance.* 

Such  formal  aiTurances  of  fo  generous 
m  friendihip,  fo  rarely  feen  in  this  age, 
taioved  me  exceedingly,  and  were  an* 
fwered  with  a  becoming  fmcerity .  From 
thence  we  fell  upon  the  fubje^l  of  my 
]opr*s  father,  f  informed  Saint  Fal, 
tnjt  I  very  much  apprehended,  left,  fu- 
fj^ious  at  he  appeared  to  me,  he  fliould 
hive  me  watched  fo  narrowly,  efpecially 
on  finding  bis  orders  negle£led,  that  at 
laft  he  would  find  me  out,  wherever  I 
ihould  retire*    *  Make  yourfelf  eafy, 

<  dear  Mifs/  replied  Saint  Fal  j  *  you 

*  will  be  much  faferat  Verfailles  than 

*  elfewhere.  The  precautions  I  have 
^  taken  will  elude  all  enquiries,  for 
^  you  will  pafs  for  an  officer^s  widow 

*  who  is  come  to  folictt  fome  favour 
«  at  court.  The  houfe,  where  you  are 
'  to  lodge,  is  already  acquainted  with 
'  that  particular.  A  waiting- woman 
f  and  a  coqk-maid  will  make  up  your 

*  little  hmily  j  and  as  they  will  only 
^  know  you  imdcr  the  name  of  the 
«  Countei's  Des  Roches,  which  I  have 

*  invented  fpr  you,  they  cannot  any 
«  way  difturb  our  projedl  by  their  tittlo- 

*  tattle.  The  pretence  I  have  invented 
>  for  your  coming  to  Verfailles  will 

*  fufiicientlf  fcreen  you  from  the  efes 
/  of  the  curioui.  No  place  can  be  pro- 
f  perer  than  the  court  for  conceilment, 
'  where  everyone  is  taken  up  with  then" 
«  own  concerns.  Stranger^  pafs  there 
f  for  what  they  pleafe,  nobody  troubling 

*  themielvfs  to  examine  intp  their  al» 
f  fairs.  I  have  known  fe^Feplwkip  have 
f  eftabliihed  thcmfelves  there  vndei;  a 
f  travelling  title,  and  their  children 
f  hfye  fiiccfcded  to  itf  a^  ve)l  s^  io  tl^ 


fubftanee.  Silence  and  a  l^g^  pof^ 
feflion  are  the  proofs  of  their  ammied 
nobility.  As  to  ladies,  in  particolart 
their  aiiRiirs  not  being  of  any  great, 
conleqtience,  they  are  feldom  moMed, 
unlefs  it  be  vrith  too  much  complai* 
fance,  where  their  merit  is  confpico* 
ous,  but  never  on  account  of  tMp 
quality.  Does  not  every  one  know^ 
they  may  afltime  what  rank  they 
pleafe  r 

*  All  this.  Sir,'  replied  I,  «  is  wy 
well  i  I  am  fatisfied  I  (hall  not  bediw 
turbed  on  this  head,  and  tint  under 
the  name  you  have  invented,  I  ihall 
fruftrate  tne  moft  curious  fcrutinies 
that  may  poflibly  be  made  after  me. 
But,  pray,  how  (h^U  I  find  where- 
withal to  fupport  my  condition?  Foi^ 
I  take  it,  empty  titles  are  as  thin  diet 
at  court  as  elfewhere.  I  have  not  one 
farthing  of  income,  nor  the  leaft  ex- 
pectancy of  that  kind.  You  are  (uf* 
ficiently  informed,  that  a  capricious 
turn  of,  fortune  has  raifed  me  from 
my  original  condition,  and  left  me  in 
a  very  precarious  fituation,  withoat 
the  leaft  means  of  fubfifting.  But  I 
muft  affure  you.  Sir,*  continued  f, 
rather  than  make  a  figure  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  what  I  think  honourable,  I 
would  return  a  thoufand  times  to  the 
virretchednefs  of  my  birth.  Taking 
therefore  this  for  granted,  as  1  beg 
you  will,  I  cannot  fe^-*  *  1  ihould 
not  have  given  you  time  to  form  tfacie 
reflexions,'  faid  Saint  Fal,  interrupt- 
ing me,  *  had  I  not  taken  a  fioguiar 
pleafure  in  hearine  you.  Ah,  lovely 
Jenny,  how  noble  are  thefe  lenti- 
ments  1  What  a  veil  do  they  throw 
over  the  obfcurity  of  your  extra^on  t 
Birth  is  the  efteX  of  chance  $  and, 
where  Providence  has  alloted  it,  gives 
no  grounds  to  value  ourfelves  upon. 
He  who  ihould  arrogate  any  thing  to 
himfelf  on  that  fcore,  would  be  jnftlv 
reproached,  that  his  acquired  ment 
muft  be  very  infignificant,  (ince  he  has 
recourfeto  whatpafted  in  theworld  be« 
fore  he  made  his  aunpearance  in  it.  He 
might,  in  that  cafe,  be  juftlv  faid  to 
adorn  himfelf  with  the  duft  or  his  an- 
ceftors.  But,  to.  cut  the  matter  iliort, 
if  you  were  not  bom  in  an  elevated 
rank,  your  merit  highly  deferves  it  on 
many  accounts :  with  fo  much  good 
fenfe  and  difcretion,  you  will  certainly 
f  fucceed  in  the  world)  every  thing  will 
1  fmile  tipoa  joui  youf  faniily  wiU  be 
*  inaii\- 
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wtyt  ittenM  with  dilRdetice  tnd  ba« 
miutyi  ift  content  leibn  Mtofcarour*  ' 
felYCt  I  it  it  this  happy  diffidence  which 
crowns  the  wock,  and  makes  as  triumpli 
OFsr  the  ficrceft  aflaults  of  vice. 

Theft  refleaions  bniught  roe  to  Ver« 
failleft.  It  was  now  eight  is  the  mora- 
ingi  the  fuAibone  full  upon  the  pahice« 
and  yielded  the  fineft  fight  my  eyes  evet 
beheld*  My  tiinfpoit,  occaiioned  by 
fnch  grandeur  and  magwtence^  was 
foefeil,thatIcTenfot|;otmylelf.  Saint 
Fal,  not  imagiaing  what  it  was  whicl» 
thus  engrofled  my  thoughts,  and  who 


t,andyoi»—*  <  But,*  Aid  I, 
stemipting  him  a  iecond  time,  'how  V 
'  For  you  can  never  make  me  belief  e—'* 
Why,  Mademoiftlle,*  cried  Saint  Fal 
toy  imartly,  •  it  is  no  mattnri  you 
'  ftall  find*  by  experience,  that  I  am 
not  building   caltles  in  the  Mr/— 
Aias,  Sir  T  replied  I,  with  fome  emo- 
tion, *  I  am  fatisfied  as  to  that  parti- 
cviari  I  <iare  far,  you  will  order 
every  thing  Co  wol,  that  it  will  be  a 
(eaet  to  i3l  the  world  but  myfelf, 
hnom  whence  my  fubfiftence  comes  | 
but  fiiU,  I  can  never  yrtvvl  on  my- 
ftlf toacceptof  it.'-— *  AndwhynotT 
icplied  Saint  Fal  fcry  cageriyj  *  can 
~  you  be  ib  miftaken  as  to  uprdiend 
what  the  world  will  fay  ?  What  have 
you  to  do  with  other  people?    WiU 
any  one  know  you?    No,  certainly; 
aor  banre  you  any  defign  of  making 
aequaintanoes.     This  'being  Knmt- 
cd,  who  ean  hinder  you  hm  linng 
retived,  and  culdvating  your  talents 
till  you  are  fettled   in  the  world? 
The  pablick  will  regard  no  more  of 
your  comlnft  than  what  openly  ap- 
pears, and  will  applaud  it  accordingly, 
and  without   entering—*    *  But  I 
'  Aall  be  keftf*  cried  I,  interrupting 
Urn  with  gptat  emotion  s  '  there  is  no 
palliatiog  the  matter  j  I  am  not  to 
Man  what  that  word  means/—'  Well, 
then,  Madqnoiielle,*  continued  Saint 
Fal  very  impatiently,   *  vou  will  be 
'  kqK,  finee  you  muft  abiblutely  ufe 
diat  espreffion.   Where  is  the  harm  ? 
After  all,    the   meaning  of  words 
varies  according  to  the  ufe  to  which 
men  apply  them.    These  are  daily 
isftaoces  of  vice  being  kept  by  them  | 
vAky  flioQid  there  not  be  one,  from 
whom  virtue  may  find  the  fame  re- 
lief r 

It  waa  thus  the  count  endeavoured  in 

remove  thole  fcruples,  which  a  virtuous 

di^ofition  railed  in  my  mind)  but  al) 

his  wit  and  e](perienoe  in  the  world, 

both  of  which  be  poflefled  in  a  fovereign 

•^■j^iee,  could  not  convince  me  on  this 

cafioD.    The. extremity  4o  which  I 

s  reduced,  and  the  approach  of  want, 

dd  (carce  excale   to  daneeroos   a 

"I.    In  reality,  I  ought  to  have  fub* 

ted  to  theoiders  he  was  to  put  in  ex- 

tioo,  rather  than  thus  expole  my  in- 

ence.    A  young  woman  can  never 

too  mveh  upon  her  guard  againft 

leif  s  a  word,  a  trifle,  oftentimes  ef. 

asbvofcfti^ravf,   Ata)  virnie  19  Mt 


was  always  apprehenfive  of  giving  me 
the  Icaft  uneafinefss  or  ftaring^  per-, 
haps,  that  I  might  give  myfelf  op  to  re«% 
ieftions  arifing  from  our  p»ecding  diC^ 
courfe  s  aiked  me,  with  tome  conccniy 
what  made  me  fo  filent.  We  were  then 
at  the  end  of  the  Great  Alley,  and  goiD^ 
to  turn  off  to  the  left.  *  Good  God  !* 
cried  I,  very  impatiendy,  '  do  not  dif- 

*  turb  me;  *  you  are  very  barbaitius  to 

<  interrupt  me  in  the  contemplation  of 

*  ibdelightfulaview.*  Whenlfaiddiis^ 
my  eyes  were  fo  eameftlv  fixed  on  the 
palace,  that  the  count  eamy  gueftd  at  the 
occafion  of  my  filence,  and  the  eameft« 
nefs  I  had  betrayed.  ^lafkyourpardon^ 

*  fair  lady,*  faid  he  |  «  but  I  muft  teU 

<  you,  nothing  can  be  a  ereater  proof  ef 

*  your  exouinte  taAe,  tW  the  atten* 

*  tion  you  beftow  on  the  beauties  of  that 

<  place.*  Upon  this,  he  ordered  the 
poftilion  to  Rop.  I  ran  over  with  my 
m  that  charming  profpeft,  aiking  a 
thoufand  queftions,  without  allowing 
him  time  to  asfwer  one  half  of  them. 

When  I  had  recovered  myfelf  a  little 
from  the  admiration  (b  many  fine  ob- 
\t^9  excited,  I  aiked  Saint  Fal  very 
gravely,  if  that^  was  the  place  I  was  to 
Eklge  at.  He  could  not  forbear  fmiling 
at  iuch  ft  queftion,  whilft  he  acouainted 
me,  that  it  was  inhabited  only  by  thofe 
whofe  rank  or  employments  placed  them 
near  the  kins's  perfon,  of  which  he  gave 
me  a  kind  of  detail,  that  tailed  till  we 
reached  the  Orangerie  Street,  where  the 
chaiie  fet  us  down. 

A  woman  of  about  five  and  twenty, 
miftrefs  of  (he  houfe  where  I  was  to 
lodge,  having  been  acquainted  by  Mon- 
fieur  De  Saint  Pars  valet  de  chambre  of 
our  arrival,  waited  for  me  at  the  doprj 
Ihe  receivpd  me  in  a  mighty  obliging 
manner.  Good  Godl*  fiiid  ihe,  turn- 
ing to  the  count,  after  embmcing  me, 

*  mtr  7^isg  this  My  Ikuill  have  been 

f  quarried  J 


126      THE   fORTUNATE    COUNTRY  .  MAI !>- 


•  »$rned  !  She  U  an  bfant,  exceeding 
<  handfome ;  it  is  a  cvying  ihame  (he 
^  fliouki  be  ^  widow  at  tbefe  yeara  V 
Tiiia  haraague  put  me  to  the  bluifi. 
The  county  feeing  the  cohfvfion  I  wa» 
iD)  torned  the  difcom-fe,  and  prefimting 
bia  hand,  M  me  up  a  y^y  handforoe 
Aair-cafe  to  my  apartment.-  The  reflec- 
tion of  the  fun  from  the  gUUtes  and  gild- 
ing with  which  it  was  adorned  paft  ^ 
prodigious  luftre.  I  muft  own,  I  fek  a 
£itisfa£lioii  arife  in  mv  breaft  \  f«kd  as 
I  had  always  been  of  mery,  fuch  lodg- 
ings and  furniture  eould  not  fall  of  u- 
fording  ale  a  flngular  pleafure.  It  did 
not  efcape  the  count  \  who,  as  he  hat 
fince  told  me,  often  pleaTed  htmfelf  with 
the  thought  of  having  fucceeded  inhia. 
oideavoisrs  to  ibrike  ray  imagination  at 
l|ie  Arft  entrance,  knowing  very  well 
that  nothing  divens  melancholy  more 
ihsA  the  gaiety  of  tho£e  ob|e£b  which 
furround  ps.  He  was  certainly  in  the 
liglit  s  otttward  Htow  is  always  bewitch- 
ing, and  the  gaudy  appearance  of  things 
more  ^r  lefs  carries  the  greatest  weight, 
e^jpecially  with  women}  which  clearly 
proves  oor  ^all  (hare  of  folidity,  not 
excepting  myielf,  notwithlbinding  our 
vanity  in  priding  ourfelves  upon  what 
tbty  XiermfentuftentJ^  the  parade  of  which 
ia  sow  fo  mochin  vogue,  that  the  cinder- 
wench  wi(l  not  yield  to  a  ducheit  in 
what  is  called  manner  of  thinking. 
This  folly  xif  an  aife6led  heroifin  may 
have  it*s  application,  as  well  as  that  of 
luxury.  Luxury  is  faid  to  be  a  mark 
of  concealed  poverty:  may  one  not  ven- 
ture to  fay,  thaty^«/fjifM|j,  for  which 
Ime  with  fo  much  odentation  often 
value  themfelves,  'are  a  fpecious  cover, 
by  which  they  endeavour  to  dazzle  the 
^yet  of  the  world,  and  cover  tlieir  own 
fPBdenefs? 

When  I  was  put  in  pofTeilion  of  my 
^partmeQt,  Saint  Fal  dehred  1  wouldem- 
pioy  the  good  fenfe  he  knew  me  mif- 
frefs  of,  to  amufe  myfelf  in  his  abfence;. 
giving  me  to  vnderftand  that  he  was 
obliged  to  pafs  the  reft  of  the  day  with 
the  old  marquis,  for  whom  he  muft  in* 
vent  fome  ftory  concealing  mej  defign- 
ing,  in  order  toexcufe  hirolel^  to  pre- 
tend f  had  made  my  efcape  from  him.  I 
could  not  forbear  trembling  at  what  he 
Aid.  *  For  Heaven's  fake.  Sir,'  faid  I, 
'  take  care  how  you  behave  on  this  nice 
'  point!    Your  uncle  feemed  to  me  a 

*  perfon  of  fo  amich  diftruft  and  pene«^ 
f  tradonj  that(  am  very  apjprehtnuve, 


left,  after  hyiai;  toeethar  cii»  Mi«r 
counter  he  had  in  the  TiUage^  m^i 
your  account  of  my  eicape,  oe  doev 
not  employ  fuch  Aire  methods  of  fiiid'*' 
ing  0«t  the  truth,  as  will  infalltbl/ 
difcover  where  I  am.  ^f  that  ilUMild 
happen,  tou.know  I  am  entirely  raia^ 
ed.'— ^  I  have  already  told  you.  Ma* 
denoifeile,*  replied  Saint  Fal,  « th^it 
jrou  have  nothing  lo  fear  on.  your  £de  9 
It  is  on  me  the  marquis's  di4>]eafiMn» 
will  light.*-*^  And  is  not  that  o0 
fuifictent  conkqueace  V  cried  I  &  <  1 
fl»uld  be  very  forry  you  uadenwtlit 
any  ontiiiin^is  on  my  account.*—^ 
Oood  God,  Mademoifeller  re^M 
Saini  Fal,  as  he  vraa  jttiring,  *  that  i# 
the  leaft  of  my  care;  my  couiln'e  re^ 
turn,  for  his  father  willcertainly  icn<^ 
for  him  upon  hearing  your  ovarioa  ^ 
the  notion  I  have,  that  fooaer  or  Wtor 
he  will  fee  vou ;  the  certain^  I  lwv« 
of  the  pleafum  fuch  an  iocerview  will 
create  in  you^  thefe  are  uneafiaefle* 
mudr  more  mal.than  any  I  appreheadi 
from  acquainting  my  uncle  with  yoor 
efcape.*  I  eaiily  underftood  the  aMaa-* 
ng  of  all  this  {  but  as  I  had  tto  miod  t^ 
enter  on*  fuch  a  fub)e£l,  I  let  him  fq^ 
vrithout  returning  any  anfwer. 

When  he  was  gon^  the  chamber* 
maid,  who  had  been  hired  to  wait  on  me^ 
came  up :  ftie  feemed  towards  fifty,  wit^ 
an  eafy  inQnuafing  air.  Her  name  wao 
Brochan,  and  (he  landlady  of  the  houA» 
gave  her  an  extraordinary  chara^ler.  Sh« 
had  lately  left aduchtiV's fervice, by  rea^ 
fon,  as  file  inforjped  me  herfelf,  of  9 
violent  paiEon  the  fecretary  had  for  her^ 
and  which  might  poflibly  have  endan-^ 
gered  her  huiocence.  X  could  not  for-* 
bear  fmiling  to  myfelf  at  this  acknow-^ 
ledgment.  Her  age  and  plaiiv  face  wasi 
a  fufEcient  fecurity  againft  any  attack# 
of  that  nature :  I  foon  difcovered  her 
foible  to  be  a  fbolifli  belief,  that  flieiji* 
fpired  love  into  all  the  men  who  looked 
at  her,  which  fl&e  imagined  could  not 
be  with  indifaence :  to  this  Conceit  the 
added  another  notion^  equally  ridicu-' 
lous,  that  fbe  was  nobly  borir.  It  is  true^' 
ihe  could  not  be  ignorant  that  every  onm 
knew  her  to  be  a  cook^s  daughter  %  bot^ 
her  folly,  or  rather  vanity,  prevented 
thia  obfedion^  by  afluring  you  very 
gravely,  that  Ihe  had  been  changed  at 
nurlr. 

Madame  De  Geneval  (fdr  that  was 
my  landlady's  name)  made  her  appear- 
ance foon  a&s  the  chamber-maid*  No^. 

Jaai 
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be  ttpoidfisable  10  omit  bmr^%»  She  was 

.      tf V  haadfymtt^nd  well  jnadcj  butthe 

I       ttidortoQe  was,  ibe  knew  k  too  well ; 

s  <iiuling  tkat  nndcrt  the  greateft  channs 

'       vcnr  <i£gi«c»ble  1  bcr  rharaflw  was,  tm 

\  ftattt  ^Mcb  csTViy  tiiiiig»  though  her 

I  way  of  doi^  k  aadc  fomc  a«- 


st  fiiA  finfle  upon  vsi 
»  De  Ocaevsl  wai  {ovtry  obJig- 
tag  anil  ^duout,  that  I  made  her  rtry 
BBeoi  retornty  atteoded  widi  too  little 
idcnre.  The  -ereiic  will  ifcew  platn- 
Mff  tbat  fottagpei^aoa  ought  to  be  very 
eMdoot  asd  dfcmnipeft  with  their  new 
ipynintaTf.  Thit  ydcwoman'ii  be* 
kavmr  haa  tan^t  me,  at  a  very  dear 
cite,  to  inmlcaat  to  neoeflfary  a  Mbn  to 
alfaexa. 

Sefeit  I  wcnt<o  bed,  (#M>4he  hmd* 
hdyand  my  waking- woman  bad  deter- 
Mcd  it  flie«kl  he  fe^  in  oidertorefieih 
me  after  a  joomey  of  between  two  and 
three  hundnd  mitei,  m  they  imagined) 
ay  ebcftof  drawem  waa  opeocdfor  me. 

*  Yeo  Ae,*  faktMadanae  De  Geaeval, 
'  ovary  Ihkig  la  laid  la  as  cjtaA  order  aa 

*  if  yoQ  had  bean  fStiSBt.    Monfiear 

*  De  Saint  PsA  has  Mid  fo  much  in  your 
'  praile^  9nd  ^  eaneftly  recommended 
'  the  care  of  joor  trunks,  that  I  took 
^  *e  things  ovt  rayfelf.   Whenlopen- 

*  od  than,  I  wrote  an  account  of  what 

*  1  found  i  but  this  is  a  liberty  I  would 

*  not  have  taken,  without  the  pofitiTC 

*  intrcatica  of  yoor  friend  the  count, 

*  who  infilled  on  every  thing  being  iit 
^  It's  proper  olace  agaiiA  your  arrival  t 
«  bat  |o  to  Beep,  pretty  lady/  faid  ihe, 
emhradng  me,  *  we  fliall  have  time 
'  eaoogh  to  di^xrarie  theft  matters  over 

*  when  you  wake.-"Bringher  a  ponrin- 

*  «r  of  hroth,'  contiaued  fte,  going  out 
fll  the  room,  -•  flie  will  reft  the  better 

*  af^  k/  Brochan  had  it  ready:  after 
I  had  taken  it,  fte  helped  me  to  undrefs. 
1  got  imco  bed,  upon  which  #ie  retired, 
Ihut^ag  the  door  after  her. 

My  mind  was  in  too  great  an  agita- 
tion to  adout  of  any  itpoie.  May  I 
wntne  hcFs  to  difclofe  niyfelf  ingenu* 
mAtf  Will  not  theproMed  prudes, 
(hote  iplnedck  Indies  I  have  foefoie 
Hwmimwl,  take  the  alarm  at  the  fecret 
molieM  of  my  Ibol  X  am  going  to  di- 
vntge?  What  will  k  avail,  if  1  ihoold 
pjft  a  falie  ^ik  (and  nothing  can  be 
moveeafy)  m  my  tfiougtes  at  that  time? 
Ihsy  waf  be  equally  fiacre,  and  I  ihould 


HDrfeit  my  title  to  fincerity,  fktt  tnrijr 
valuable  commo4Jty,  under  a  protefta* 
tion  of  which  I  entered  upon  tbefe  Me« 
moirs.  6elf«love,  indeed,  muft  fufieri . 
hot  amiable  Truth  will  entitle  me  t9 
ibms  coropaifioQ. 

Had  1  caMed  my  heait  to  a  8rift  ac- 
count,  I  am  perfuaded  at  firft  I  fliould 
have  found  it  more  aflfcAed  with  the 
briUiant  (ituation  I  was  in,  than  with 
the  fecvet  murmurs  of  a  rspining  virtue. 
There  is  a  wide  difference  between  arm- 
ing ourielves  againft  future  trials,  an4 
encounterinff  the  immediate  influence  of 
things  preientt  we  faintly  refift  the 
charms  of  what  we  a^^uadly  poflefs* 
Wife  men  often  enclaim  againft  tho 
aboie  of  riches,  hut  we  have  few  in- 
fiances  of  their  praftifmg  the  doAnne 
they  teach. 

I  was  no  iboner  left  alone,  hut  I 
looked  with  pleafure  on  the  gay  objcAa 
which  furroundod  me  { the  giaws,  gild- 
ings, the  piftures,  raifed  foch  bewitch- 
k)g  ideas  m  my  mind,  that  I  could  no 
longer  refift  the  temptation  of  taking  a 
aesrar  view  of  the  things  I  was  in  iome 
meafore  miftrsfs  of.  Being  alone,  I  got 
up,  bolted  Ae  doors,  and  indidned  my 
curiofity.  It  is  true,  virtue  naade  lone 
little  effort  before  it  abandoned  me  tn 
thefe  allurements ;  but  a  ftidden  thougltt 
reprefented  my  cohofity  ns  ublblutely 
neceflary.    «  I  muft,*  faidl  tn  myfelf, 

*  he  acquainted  with  what  the  diawetu 

*  contain*    The  things  are  given  out 

*  to  he  mine :  if  I  fhauld  b^ra^  any 
'  ignorance,  it  may  raife  fome  fufpicion 
^  prejudicial  to  the  part  I  am  to  z6t.* 

Prepoflefled  with  this  ncceflity,  I  went 
into  the  wardrobe,  in  which  were  placed 
two  large  chefts«  I  opened  them  with 
fome'  appreheniion.  Thif  fcmttny^ 
though  attended  with  a  kind  of  qunhn, 
as  if  I  had  been  engaged  ia  mifchief, 
foon  amvi^Ml  me  by  the  allurixig  difcq- 
veries  it  produced,  efpecially  in  refpe^ 
of  one  ^hofe  birth  and  education  had 
not  made 'her  miftreis  of  any  one  indi- 
vidijtl  thing. 

Wext  to  my  bed-chamber  was  n 
dofet, adorned  with  panneis  of  looking- 
glafs ;  the  hangings,  like  thofe  of  the 
apartment,  were  crimfon  damafk  •bo'- 
4Mred  with  ^d  fringe :  feveral  pi^ures, 
reyirefenting  children  playing  together, 
on  d  beauti^l  UndfcapM,  ail  placed  with 
Syreet  fymmetry  between  the  glafles,  had 
h  charming  e&a^  butwhat  pleafedme 
rjiofl^  was  %  book-cafe  at  the  farther 

end. 
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end,  cootalning  great  choice  of  ntw 
imifick  books. 

My  toilette  was  placed  in  the  ward* 
xobe  I  mentioned  before  9  it  contained 
every  thing  that  regards  drefs^  the 
iKnces  were  filled  with  bracelets,  gloves, 
and  modem  trinkets  in  an  elegant  tafte. 
«IA^atever  inclination  I  had  to  examine 
crery  thing  in  particalary  the  fear  of 
feeing  interrupted,  not  havine  fufficient 
time  to  go  through  the  whole,  obliged 
sae  to  content  myfelf  with  a  tranfient 
iriew  of  fo  many  bewitching  objefis. 

J  was  not  a  little  furprized,  in  open- 
ii»^  the  chefts,  at  the  great  abundance 
At  linen  and  other  things.  What  was 
<lefigned  for  my  wearing  appeared  ex- 
ceeding fine :  but  a  compleat  fenrice  of 
plate,  which  I  found  by  itfelf,  I  muft 
needs  own  quite  charmed  me. 

Another  cheft  fumilhed  a  fet  of  china 
%f  the  fineft  fort ;  in  the  partitions  were 
contained  every  thing  belonging  to  the 
cable. 

After  running  over  all  thefe  things, 
I  returned  to  my  chamber.  I  was  cu- 
rious to  know  the  contents  of  a  large . 
commode  with  a  marble  cover,  which 
was  no  fmall  ornament  to  the  room. 
The  firft  drawer  was  filled  with  mer- 
cer^s  goods,  for  making  gowns  proper 
for  the  feveral  feafons  of  the  year ;  no- 
diing  was  forgot  even  of  the  molt  tri* 
flins  natnre.  This  detail  may  very  well 
be  fikought  tedioot,  yet  it  is  really  ne« 
cefiary,  in  order  to  give*  a  juft  idea  of 
tny  new  admirer.  Self-love  poflibly 
finds  it's  account  here,  but  that  is  a 
fubje^i  I  am  not  ytfry  willing  to  difcufst 
iuch  an  ot>liging  attention  muft  necef- 
iarily  make  a  very  engaging  impreflion 
9n  the  mind  of  a  young  creature.  Not 
to  own  I  was  very  much  afiei5led  with 
this  generous  behaviour  would  be  mak- 
ing too  free  with  itncerity  j  and  as  ex« 
perience  convinced  me  that  his  condufl 
was  not  in  the  leaft  influenced  by  any 
cKminal  views,  I  was  the  more  fenfible 
#f  the  obligations  conferred  o^  me. 

The  little  reft  m]^  aftairt  had  allowed 
10  the  foregoing  nights,  opprefled  me 
to  that  degree,  t&t,  notwithibiiding  my 
ca^gemefs  to  continue  the  Icnitiny,  I 
was  obliged  to  defift ;  fleep  overpower- 
ed me,  and  I  threw  mylelf  into  bed. 
ThercT  my  foul,  perfeftly  fatisfied  with 
my  prefent  fituation,  and  void  of  care 
for  what  was  to  come,  entertained  none 
kut  the  moft  agreeable  idea^  foUov^ 


by  ib  profound  a  repofb^  that  I  did  nol 
wake  till  the  day  was  hr  fpent. 

It  was  near  fun- fet,  when  the  noift 
of  the  coaches  obliged  me  ta  nie  $  I  in>» 
mediately  recolleaed  that  I  had  faftcB.- 
ed  my  chamber-door>  upon  which  t 
went  and  drew  badk  the  bolts«  Thi# 
was  no  (boner  done,  but  my  waitis^- 
woman  entered.  *  Lord,  Madam  V  (aid 
(he  in  a  wheedling  tone,  *  yov  are  cer* 

*  tainly  very  timorous,   to  berricailt 

*  VAurieif  thus 'in  broad  day-light.    I 

*  have  been  feveral  tiroes  at  the  dooiv 

*  to  know  If  you  wanted  me  j  but  tht 

*  fear  of  diftiirbing  you  nuuie  me  wai( 

*  till  now.*  This  was  anfwered  wit^ 
great  indii&rence  on  my  fide.  Her 
countenance  did  not  plea^  met  fuch 
antipathies  are  many  times  Involvntaiyt 
and  from  my  childnood  I  was  liable  t» 
prepoireiTions  of  this  nature  |  though 
they  are  often  groundlefs,  and  alwajri 
avue  a  weaknels  in  our  underftandtng* 
We  ought  to  guard  agaioft  fuch  folIicH 
as  there  are  many  who,  by  an  unfor- 
tunate caft  in  their  afpeft,  promife  no- 
thing commendable;  and  yet  their  real 
worth  greatly  furpaifes  that  of  othcra 
whofe  countenances  are  very  taking  ac 
firft  fight.  Every  day^s  experience  |uf«- 
tifies  this  remark,  though  very  few  cor^^ 
re^  the  failing. 

Brochan  having  opened  the  window^ 
I  placed  myfelf  at  one  of  them.  The 
evening  was  delightfully  plea^t^  and 
abundance  of  people  were  taking  the 
air.  Such  a  fight  was  altogether  un* 
ufual  to  me,  it's  great  variety  aftbrding 
an  agreeable  amuiement.  I  was  charm* 
ed  with  the  neatnefs  and  elegance  of  the 
women's  dreifes ;  I  examined  them  with 
great  attention,  and  fuch  as  pleaied  roe 
moft  drew  my  eyes  after  them  as  far  aa 
I  could  pofiUbly  diftingui(h  one  objeft 
from  another.  This  fo  entirely  took 
up  my  thoughts,  that  every  thing  el(e 
was  baniftied  from  my  breaft. 

Women  muft  own,  with  me,  that 
our  (hx)ngeft  propenfity  is  to  examine 
each  other ;  this  is  generally  attended 
either  with  jealoufy  or  envy,  as  we  caa 
feldom  prevail  on  ourfeWes  to  do  one 
another  pllice :  a  wretched  di/pofitioo« 
which  (eems  infeparable  from  the  (ex. 
Aa  much  as  I  have  at  this  day  got  the 
better  of  little  folties,  if  I  deal  ingeno* 
oufly,  I  muft  acknowledge  myfelf  ftill 
fubjefl  to  fuch  mean  impreffions.  If 
ever  I  ihould  pubUlh  the  Ssguel  of  my 
Advta- 
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A^TcntQRs,  as  periia^  I  may,  I  propofe 
.IQ  treat  of  this  matter  more  at  laige^ 
and  prore  by  examples  how  cartful  we 
oogtit  tb  be  in  forming  a  judgment  on 
aotward  appearances  I  fatal  experience 
has  convinced  me  of  this.  I  am  now 
?crj  cautions;  it  is  true,  and  endeavour 
Co  eorreft  (b  great  a  weaknefs  $  never- 
thelefs,  it  onen  happens  that  cullom> 
tidt  feetmJ  HOiutif  preVaiU  ofer  rea- 
fed. 

Wflilft  I  was  deeply  engaged  in  exa- 
mining every  one  that  patted  by,  fonle- 
body  dafjped  me  faii  in  thAir  arms,  wilh- 
Out  my  perceiving  who  it  was  took  that 
Mbcrty  with  me.  My  colour  came,  and 
i  tuned  abodt  v«ry  haltily,  (Iruggling 
to  free  myielf  from  fuch  an  uli'expeAed 
tmbiace.     «  It  would  be  no  Cafy  mat* 

*  ter  to  furprize  yon,*  faid  Madame  dt 
Gclieval,  laughing;  <  yod  are  fo  moch 
'  upon  your  guaf-d,  and  are  fo  ftrong, 
'  thcie  would  be  nothing  got  by  romp- 

*  lag  with  yoo.*  Upon  ifiy  aiKing  her 
pardoii  with  a  fmile,  for  being  To  ruugti 
A  difeilgaging  myftlf ;  '  I  will  fiaidon 

*  you  this  tince,*  replied  ike  tn  a  jelling 
vay,  *  but  ^mother  time  1  (hall  net  be 

*  io  -eafily  prevailed  upon ;    and  even 

*  DOW,  it  fltall  only  be  on  this  condi- 

*  tion,  that  you  do  us  the  honour  of 

*  Tupping  with  ds/  This  invitation 
was  accompatited  with  fo  polite  an  air, 
dtat  r  ctnild  not  rehtfe  it )  after  which, 
%ie  pbfeed  ourfelves  iX  the  window,  and 
began  to  critieiie  thofe  who  palTcd  by. 

Madame  De  Geneval  had  a  particular 
cslcBt  for  this  dangerous  f  leaAirc  :  drel's, 
figure,  countenance,  nothing  elcaped  her; 
tiK  women  (eldom  found  mercy  at  her 
hands;  Thofe  who  were  handfome, 
laiely  efcaped  the  moft  fatirical  tirokes  : 
the  men  came  better  off;  that  is,  fuch 
as  were  above  the  ordinary  nte,  for 
the  others  were  excluded  all  favours. 

*  What  do  you  think  of  her,*  cried 
Madame  Dc  Geneval,  *  who  comes  this 

*  wav  with  that  flaunting  gait,  and 
'  iw  air  of  beauty,  that  deceives  at  a 
'  dilbyKe?  Do  not  be  miitakci>;  her 
'  fine  complexion  is  only  borrowed  from 
'  die  mylteries  of  tho  toilette,  as  iier 
'  carnage  is  from  the  i^orftiation  of  a 
'  much-con  Allied  looking- glafsx  for  all 

*  her  ifitAatioiit  (he  it  very  tlatn^  as 
'  yoo  will  osim  when  you  for  tier  oear- 

*  er.  I  will  lav  a  wager/  ftdded  Ae, 
'  that  yo«  would  not  iufpcft  her  hair, 
'  tricked  op  aa  it  n  with  ribbands,  was 
'  mtm  of  her  owa>  vi4  yet  flie  is  at 


bald  u  t  coot,  and  has  tvcoorfe  td  Art 
for  fupplying  the  deficiency  of  Na- 
ttire.  Speak  the  truths  would  not 
you  guefs,  by  her  attemlantt  and 
drefs,  that  her  huiband  belonged  at 
feaft  to  the  exchequer }  Far  from  it| 
he  \i  cook  to  the  Prince  of  ■>  ■. 
Though  her  mother  fold  fruit,  her 
▼anity  aimed  at  his  fteward )  but  flie 
is  very  well  off  in  ihinying  bis  cook, 
who  muft  cheat  his  mafter  to  main- 
tain her  eittravagftnce  t  and  yet,  in  re. 
^um  for  this  too  great  indulgence,  b^ 
has  never  a  quiet  moment.  They  fay 
his  heart  is  broke  j  but  it  is  all  to  no 
purpufe,  (lie  goes  on  her  old  way.-— 
rt^^  behold  that  other  woman  who  is 
comine  out  of  the'gteat  gates.  By 
her  benaviour,  and  the  airs  fhe  gives 
herfelf,  would  ynu  imagine  her  to  b« 
fife  and  twenty  >  And  yet  (he  is 
turned  of  fifty.  But  is  order  to  im- 
pofe  on  thofe  who  do  not  know  her 
a^,  (he  tells  them  with  an  aficAed 
air  of  fincerity  that  (he  drefles  in 
brown,  becatife  it  is  her  favourite  co- 
lour, and  fuits  any  age.  But  the  belt 
of  the  jelt  i«,  that  fh«  cannot  prevail 
on  herielf  to  marry  a  man  who  has 
long  made  his  addre(les«  for  fear,  (he 
fays,  of  dying  in  child* bed.*  Saying 
Ills,  Madame  ]>e  Geneval  burfi  into 
fuch  a  hearty  (it  of  laughter,  that  I 
could  not  forbear  joining  with  her, 
though  I  knew  not  why. 

We  had  fpeni  near  an  hour  in  thia 
kind  of  amtifement,  when  a  fiourifli  on 
the  kettle  drums,  and  a  hurry  in  the 
ftieet,  made  me  enquire  what  could  be 
the  occafton.  «  The  king  is  returning 
*  from  hunting,*  replied  Madame  De 
Geneval  \  <  wc  (hatt  fee  him  paii  by.' 
My  heait  began  to  flutter  at  this,  as  I 
immedititely  recolle6Ved  the  firfi  time  of 
my  feeing  his  majelty,  and  the  confe<« 
quenccs  his  prelence  had  drawn  after  it. 
Though  I  was  now  grown  up  to  ytara 
of  difcretion,  and  had  already  fatisfied 
my  curiofity,  I  found  the  fame  eager  de« 
fire  of  feeing  the  king  feixe  my  foul  at 
in  the  foreil.  It  is  true  I  concealed 
my  eameftneft.  Vanity,  which  always 
grows  upon  us,  made  me  imagine  t 
Oiould  want  no  a(fiftance  to  diitinguilh 
the  king  from  the  reft  t  perfuad^  or 
this,  I  ^lixed  my  eyes  on  that  fide  the 
king {vasexpeAed,  and  gave  very  little 
attention  to  the  crittcifms  Madame  De 
Geneval,  with  her  vfual  charity,  padel 
upon  every  OAt  who  tame  i»  bet  vfay* 
R  M» 
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My  impatience  did  not  remain  long; 
vnfatisfied :  the  hunt  returned';  and, 
contrary  to  what  was  ufual»  moved 
icrf  ilowly.     Day-light  was  not  auite 

Smti  and  I  congratulated  myfelf  on 
e  opportunity  I  was  going  to  have 
of  confidering  the  king's  perfon  very 
attentively;  but  the  falfe  fliame  of 
inforining  myfelf  which  was  the  king 
difappointed  my  hopes,  furrounded  as 
he  was  by  the  courtiers.  By  eood 
lucky  his  majefty  dropped  fometbing 
out  of  his  hand»  otherwife  he  would 
have  paiTed  by  undiftlnguiflied  ;  but  the 
cagemefs  every  one  eaprcfled  to  take  up 
his  glove  and  return  it,  fufHciently 
pointed  him  out,  and  I  had  thefatisfac- 
tion  r  {o  much  defired. 

My  admiration  of  this  charming 
prince  was  fo  great,  that  I  opuld  not 
forbear  obferving  to  Madame  De  Gene- 
val  the  gracefulnefs  of  his  perfon  ;  but 
ihe  fcaree  made  any  aniwer  to  what  I 
£ud  on  the  fuhje6k :  her  eyes  were  fixe<l 
on  a  nobleman,  with  whom  (he  feemed 
to  be  entirely  charmed,  and  was  no  leTs 
folicitous  to  make  me  feofible  of  his  por- 
fonal  accompliflimeiits,  than  I  was  in 
remarking  thole  of  the  young  monaich. 
But  the  beft  of  it  wasj  we  mutually  ap- 
plauded each  other's  remarks,  faliely 
unagining  they  regaided  one  and  the 
iame  obje6^. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  court  was  di- 
reflly  under  ,our  windows ;  I  was  fo 
taken  up  with  the  fight,  that  I  quite  for- 
eot  I  was  in  a  very  plain  undrels .  Ma  - 
dame  De  Geneval  was  full  drtfifeds  and> 
either  through  malice  or  inadvertency, 
did  not  give  me  the  hint :  thus  was  I 
unwittingly  expofed  to  the  curious  eyes 
of  the  ^company;  for  jny  little  vanity 
would  never  have  relifiied  the  negligence 
of  my  diihabille.  I  think  I  have  elfe- 
where  mentioned  how  much  I  fuflereti 
on  fuch  oc(^afions,  an4  iudnttd  do  to  this 
day. 

«  Good  Godt*  cried  Madame  De 
Geneval 9  with  a  myfterious  air,  but  fuch 
aa  betrayed  how  well  ihe  was  fatisiied 
whh  her  own  dear  felf ;  *  thefe  men  are 

*  turned  fools,  furely !  Qne  cannot  be 

*  at  a  window,  but  they  ftare  one 
<  through!  See,  Mattam,  I  beg,  how 
♦.  they  eye  us !'  In  effe^^  they  adl,  to  a 
fingle  man,  looked  up  as  they  pafled  by. 

*  Indeed,  Madam,*   replied   I»    '  you 

*  make  me  obferve  what  would  not 
i  have  furprised  me,  had  we  been  the 

*  only  women  who  looked  out  of  wii^* 


«  dow  in  the  ftreet ;  but»  inethiak«»  tfw 

*  whole  court  feems  entirelv  taken  up 

*  with  ftaring  at  us.' — <  OhP  relied 
Madame  De  Geneva],  '  what  you  (ky 

*  does  not  at  all  furpriie  me.     I  am  io 

*  well  known,  fo  very  wellknowoi  mf 

*  pretty  lady,. that  you  muft  not  won* 

*  der  at  what  you  fee.    You  do  not 

<  know  that  the  king  himfelf  is  pleafed 

<  often  to  favour  me  with  a  look ;  not 
'  that  I  would  have  you  think»*  conti- 
nued the  vain  thing,  puttine  on  an 
air  of  modefty,  <  that  I  attributejthia 

<  to  any  thing  very  flattering  in  my* 

*  felf:    my  huiband   goes  every   day 

*  to  court,  and  as  he  is  upon  very  good 

*  terms  there,  it  is  no  wonder  if.ibme 

*  notice  is  taken  of  me.    Did  not  I  tell 

*  you  To  V  added  Madame  De  Goseval* 
ftanding  up.     *  See,   the  king  does  us 

*  the  honour  to  look  at  us !  He  certain* 
«  ly  remembers   my  face.     For  Hea- 

*  ven's  r«ke,  Madam,  let  us  retire  I* 
continued  ihe,  in  a  childi(h»  affe^ed 
tonej  *  I  can  ftand  it  no  longer.' 

A  nobleman,  who  was  oppoUte  to 
the  window.  Tingled  me  out  with  bia 
hat  to  thofc  who  were  near  him.  *  0\wn» 

*  gentlemen,'  faid  he,  *  that  young  la- 

*  dy  to  be  exceeding  handibmei  and 
'  that  the  di(habille  you  iee  her  in,  far 
'  furpalTes  all  the  arts^of  drefs.'  This 
was  no  iboner  fpoke,  but  every  one 
eyed  me  with  frcih  attention,  and  bovred 
to  us  one  after  another.  The  king  be* 
ing  direfUy  oppoijte  to  our  wii^w» 
looked  up  a  I'econd  time,  and  took  off 
his  hat.  I  bluihed  prodigiouily,  and 
imagining  I  ought  to  return  the  complt* 
menc,  made  an  exceeding  low  curtiey. 

*  Lord,  Madam,  what  are  you  doing?* 
cried  Madame  Dc  Geneval  loud  enough 
to  be  overheard,  'nobody  falutes  the 

*  king.     YouMl  make  us  be  uken  for 

*  mere  country  creatures.*  The  king 
and  the  whole  court  fell  a  laughing  at 
this  ill-timed  reprimand.  Whether  this  - 
was  owing  to  tne  manner  of  expreffing 
herfelf,  or  my  fimplicity,  I  cannot  de- 
termine! this  I  know  very  well,  the 
hafiy  reproach  ilruck  me  all  of  a  heap, 
I  ihould  have  remained  in  thfs  condi- 
tion for  a  conilderable  time,  had  not 
Madame  De  Geneval^  ill  order  to  in- 
giatiate  herielf  with  me,  and  Ihew  ber 
knowledge  of  the  court,  given  me  the 
names  and  hiftory  of  part  of  his  m»- 
jeily's  retinue,  though  heard  with  great 
indiiferenoe  on  my  fide...  X  bid  jiot  for- 
g<rt  tfacL  little  imrtiiicatHin  I  fanci^^a.ihe- 

had 
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of  any  onc*f  chtrafter  if  much  et£er 
ittained  than  what  it  valuable  in  it.  Hit 
fatiHcal  yein  Madame  De  Geneva!  had 
acquired,  and  wat  very  ready  at  biting 
expreilioDt;  but  then  flie  wanted    the 


ftid  drawn  vpon  me,  and  (idf- love  mide 
my  reicntmcnt  wc^r  ▼erv  juftifiablir. 

My  vain  cajoimg  landlady>  imigin- 
be  my  Ulcnce  |xroCcedcd  from  the  reJifh 
I  had  for  her  converfation,  continued 
Ae  (Yxbjeft  for  fome  time,  fporing  nobody 
dm  came  in  her  way  {  when  breaking 
olToo  afudden,  ihe  propoicd  ^ing  down 
to  her  apartment,  fuppcr-time,  «as  the 
(aid,  drawing  near.  I  replied,  that  it 
would  be  peoper  for  me  to  put  on  Ibme 
farad-cloatht,  finceflie  would  not  allow 
me  to  dre(s.  *  Oh!  by  no  meant,* 
cried  Madame  De  Geneva],  *  you  are 

*  kiUingly  hsndibme  in  the  dttU  you 
^aiein:  neither  am  I  the  only  one  who 
'  tfainkt  fOf  a^you  have  )uft  now  beard. 

*  We  Aall  have  frequent  opportunitiet 

*  of  feeing  you  dreAcd  -,  £pr  this  once 

*  kt    ut    tnyoj  you    in  your  native 

*  dianiis.*  Thia  compliment  wat  an- 
(Wesed  in  a  proper  manner  on  my  (ide, 
not  forgetting  her  beauty,  with  which 
fte  ieemed  mightily  taken  j  at,  indeed, 
thit  was  truly  her  weak  fide.  '  It  it 
'  very  juftly  faid,*  cried  die,  begging 
tairdon  for  the  freedom  of  taking  me  in 
Mr  armt,  '  that  women  of  quality  are 
'  always  diftingoiihable  by  their  beha- 

*  viour.     I  have  ever  been  fond  of  their 

*  company,  as  their  converfation  it  To 

*  very  infHiiAing.'  What  does  not  pre- 
|i»fice  effcd !  '  At  long  as  (he  took  me 
for  the  Counteft  De  Rochet,  thit  was 
alwiiyt  ber  ftyle  J  but,  the  moment  flie 
difcovcrcd  the  troth,  (he  protefted  to 
one  wbo^gaive  me  an  account'  of  it,  that 
Ike  all  along  took  me  for  a  counter* 
feit;  that,  notwithftanding  the  airt  I 
wat  pleafed  to  give  myfelf,  fhe  faw 
through  the  artifice,  and  every  day  dif- 
Covert  ibmething  that  betrayed  my 
.mean  birth.     So  much  for  prejudice. 

Although  I  wat  very  much  prcfled  to 
go  down  undrefled  as  I  v»at,  I  fliould 
never  have  confeAied,  had  not  Moniieia' 
th  Genetal  Airprised  us  in  the  debate. 
he  accofted  us  in  a  genteel  manner,  and 
paid  hit  compliroentt  gracefully  enough. 
Be  had  Ibmtrthing  of  the  fop  in  him, 
his  voi^  jtri^ing,  and  much  upon  the 
lamiltar.  As  fuperintendant  to  the 
puke  of  ,   he  imagined  himfelf 

conraany  for  any  one :  handfome,  t9ll» 
ym  made^  always  in  the  pink  of  the 
mode,  and  very  fiiil  of  htm/elf :  a  ready 
wit,  and  fo  happy  in  hit  little  fallict, 
thit  the  fpleen  was  entii^lv  baniflied 
jvberever  he  came,  and  made  hit  convei'. 
fiuioQ  much  coveted.    The  vicious  pait 


fine  turn  of  wit  in  applying  them,  of 
^ich  hewasaperfef^maAer;  infomuch* 
that  he  would  freouently  lafli  people 
to  their  facet  with  to  much  art,  adapt 
ing  his  voice  and  expitflton  fo  juftJyp 
that  every  one  preient,  except  the  perfoft 
concerned,  immediately  di/covered  who 
wat  aimed  at :  nay,  it  often  happened 
that  the  objt^  of  hit  raillery  wat  the 
moft  diverted  of  the  whole  company. 
Lit  any  one  judge  if  fuch  talents  were 
not  efteemed  tn  an  age  fo  favourable  to 
fatirical  refivftions,  that  all  charity  for 
our  neighbour  is  exploded  as  a  thing 
quite  out  of  date. 

Our  fupper  wat  perfeAly  neat  and 
elegant.  Monficur  De  G  ene val  acquit- 
tedhimiclf  exceedingly  well  in  doing  the 
honourt  of  hit  houle.  We  were  Rv^  at 
table,  without  reckoning  a  boy  of  feven 
years  old,  fo  very  ill-brra,  that  he  ftixed 
every  thing  he  could  lay  bis  hands  on, 
daubed  the  table  cloth,  and  fpotled  the 
cloaths  of  thofe  who  had  the  misfortune 
to  be  near  him )  and  all  diit  without  his 
father^t  being  allowed  to  reprimand 
him.  At  he  wat  pretty,  and  by  way  of 
compliment  laid  to  be  like  hit  mother, 
flie  thought  upon  this  account  he  could 
not  be  too  much  indulged,  and  confe- 
quently  fpoiled  him  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  he  was  ready  to  fling  thingt  at  any 
one^t  head  who  prefiimed  to  find  fault 
with  hi  in. 

A  relation  of  Moniieur  De  Gcneval*!, 
about  fifty  years  of  age,  made  the  third 
woman  in  the  company.  Her  humour 
feemed  gay  and  airy.  She  amuled  us 
with  abundance  of  pleafantry,  accom- 
panied with  fo  much  wit,  at  threw  a 
veil  over  her  age,  and  the  maliciotrs 
turns  (he  frequently  gave  to  things.  She 
was  not  all  of  a  piece ;  her  folly  betray- 
ed itfelf  in  giving  ut  to  trndcrf^and, 
that  in  her  younger  days  (he  fiood  un- 
rivalled in  point  of  beauty.  Then  her 
difcourfe  ran  upon  the  extravagmcet 
prioccs  and  noblemen  had  committed 
in  making  their  addrcflcs  to  her.  There 
was  no  end  of  this  lubiefl ;  and  if  any 
one  took  a  fancy  to  contradiA  her,  as 
it  fometimet  happened,  the  fcene  was 
changed  in  an  inftantj  from  affable 
and  polite^  fiie  became  downright  fcur^ 
ril6QS. 

^  a  A  ([eii. 
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A  gpntlmn^n  belongi^s  to  t)ie  houf- 
fuildf  abput  thirty^  was  mvery  oppo- 
f  te  to  the  porion  juft  mentioned.  Tacr 
turnity,  fffooDa,anidciirdam,were  ftrong- 
iy  imprinted  on  bis  countenance.  He 
never  was  Icnown  to  approve  of  any 
thing  in  all  his  lifej  and  before  you 
uttered  a  Angle  fyllable,  you  might  de- 
pend upon  being  con  trad  i£led  by  him. 
MuiwiiB  iiB  favourite  tran{itioo»  andiVp 
^s  dariing  particle. 

f^ptwimltanding  this  difference  of 
charaflersy  I  foon  perceived  tluit  the 
jpornpainy  was  agreed  upon  making  me 
tajk,  with  a  defign  to  learn  fome  account 
'pi  my  affairs  $  but  Monfieur  De  Saint 
Faly  who  had  a  ^)od  deal  of  forefight. 

Save  me  my  lenon  in  writing.    My 
ory  was  framed,  digefted,  and  got  by 
heart.    I  came  off  very  well,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  attacks,  and  this  chiefly 
by  the  concife  anfwers  I  ^ve.    The 
pnly  (epret  for  baffling  cunofity,  is  to 
lay' little.-  There  is  no  hazard  in  being 
cautions ;  whereas,  giving  a  looi'e  to  the 
torig[ue,  overburdens  the  memory,  and 
endangers  the  contradif^in^r  one*s  felf : 
a  tickliih  fituatioh,  to  which  perfon^ 
ought  never  to  expofe  themfelves,  who 
bave  reafons  not  to  be  publickly  known. 
The  defert  had  not  been  long  ferved 
vp,  when  a  footman  came  and  whifper- 
ed  fomething  to  Madame  De  Geneval. 
She  immediately  turned  towards  me,  and 
told  me  in  the  ear^  that  a  hobleman  en- 
quired for  me.  '  Imagining  it  muft  be 
Saiut  Fal,  who  was  come  with  fome 
jiews,  I  ordered  the  footman  to  condufl 
him  to  my  apartment,  and  vras  prepar- 
ing to  go  and  receive  him*   The  fervant 
hearing  me  name  that  hooleman,  aflured 
jne  it  was  not  hirh,  but  that  ^e  guefled 
by  his  livery,  it  muft  -be  th6  Duke  of 
■  The  name' furprized  me,  ahd 

MonfieurDeGeneval  perceiving'  it,  aiked 
jne  if  I  had  an^  reafon  foV  not  TCMceiving 
the  vi(it,  for  m  tliat  cafe  it  ^s  onl^ 
faying  that  I  did  not  fup  at  home.  I^y 
aiuwer  was,  that  I  did  not  deiife  to  faie 
ften,  as  the  perfon  was  an  utter  (Iranger, 
imd  1  did  not  apprehend  what  his  buii* 
nefs  could  be.  Madame  Pe  Geneval 
rofe  from  table  at  this,  bidding  me  make 
pyfelf  very  eafy,  for  die  wouUi  fpeak  to 
the  duke  herfelf  j  adding,  with'  a  myf- 
terious  air,  that  (he  partly  gutfled  ms 


errand.     Saying  this,  ihe  left  the  room, 
anaking  me  fevcral  igns  which  I  di/i 
pot  comprehend. 
i  I  expeaed  her  return  with  great  im* 


patience,  wondering  what  could  detail 
ner  fo  ion^.  The  dread  I  had  of  the 
old  marquiiy  brought  him  continually 
to  my  mind,  ^whenever  froublefomje  ac- 
cidents OLVC  me  any  uneafinefs. 

Monfieur  De  jGeneyal  perceiving  me 
much  difquieted,  enjeayoured  to  make 
me  Aare  the  niirth  of  the  copnpaiiy. 
Cbmplaifance  obliged  me  to  feign  an  at- 
tention to  what  paffed.  What  an  irk- 
fome  taik  is  it  to  counterfeit  a  fatisfac- 
tion,  when  the  mind  labours  undecper- 
plexity ! 

Aftpr  half  ap  bourns  ftay,  Madamp 
Pe  Qenevai  returned  laughing  very 
beartily.  *  Did  not  I  tell  you,*  dad 
(he,  (peaking  to  me,  '  that  we  were  ex- 

*  amined  very  narrowly  when   at  the 

*  ^indow  ?  Without  vanity,  our  charm^ 

*  make  fome  noife  in  the  wo'rld.*-^ 
f  Who  doubts  that,*  repl  ies  the  huiband  i 

*  ail  the  court  envies  my  happinefs  i^ 

*  pofleiTmg  fo  lovely  a  creature  as  Ma- 

*  dahac  IJe  Geneva! i'-w^*' None  of  your 

*  jefts,*  continued  (he,  half  angry  at  hi; 
ironical  tone,  '  <  I  could  givi  very  con- 

*  vincing  proofs  of  the  truth  of  what 

*  you  fay  i  but  that  is  noX  the  bufinefa 

*  at  prclent. .  It  is  very  certain  I  have 

<  had  a  thoufand  foft  things  faid  to  me 

*  juft  now  by  a  very  gallant  fpark.     Ix 

*  IS  true,  I  was  not  ajtoeethcr  impofed 

<  on,  knowing  very  well,*  continue(| 
Madame  De  Geneval,  pointing  flily  tk> 
me,  '  the  countefs  has  the  beft  title  tc^ 
'  the  court(hip,  though  addrellcd  to  me.* 
•«'  Meaning  me.  Madam?*  replied  I 
very  gravely.     •  How  can  I  be  any 

*  way  concerned?  I  am  but  juft  aci- 
-  *  riv«4  from  the  other  end  of  the  king* 

'  dom,havenoacquainunce— *  ^Alas! 
^  that  is  no  reafon,*  replied  Monfieur 
De  Geneval  very  earneftly ;  *  there  are  ^ 

*  thoufand  for  your  engaging  their  ado- 

*  ration.*  I  could  not  forbear  fmilinf 
at  the  mannei'  in  which  I  was  addreirecK  . 
The  wife,  thinking  perhaps  this  was 
Carrying  things  too  far,  and,  like  many 
bther  women,  was  piqued  to  hear  an- 
other extolled,  or  might  be  naturally  a 
little  jealous,  corre^ed  tlie  tranfport  her 
fiulba'nd  had  been  guilty  of^  by  faying, 
that  if  I  had  nor  really  been  fo  very 
haadfome,  novelty  was  uf  great  fervice 
^n  this  country  \  iieverthelels  it  mult  be 
fupported  by  iomething  more  lafting 
thjun  beauty  {  that  the  voeue  drew  ad- 
mirers for  a  while,  bur  when  that  was 
over,  the  obje^  was  as  eafily  neglefiejd 
a»  it  had  been. eagerly  puriued.    Tlje 

gentle* 
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fRdemas^  die  hoaOxM  oppoCed  tlM# 
maxim,  afleniogy  Htktx  .what  was  o^ce 
cnily^inuble  vaf  ai^s^s  ib.  Ma- 
dame De  Generai,  19)10  hBd  her  reafoas 
ftf  maiatsimng  what  ihe  had  advanced^ 
bxoughr  a  recent  example  id  favour  pf  her 
ownojpinioii.  *  You  all  ia)Hr/ faid  Q^e, 
addftihiig  hcrdifcourfe  to  her  huibaiid*> 
kinfwoman,  '  the  famous  Lyonnoife^  & 
■  much  talked  of  about  two  years  ago 

*  at  Paris.  She  was  as  fair  aa  alabaiUr, 
<j||^  fine  leatarest  a  good  ihape,  and 
'  ad  air  Qf  grandeur.     Notwithftand- 

*  ing  all  this,  I  could  fiod  nothbg  Ycry 
'  eztnordinary  in  her.     She  no  iboncr 

*  appeared  in  publick,  but  ftie  was  fol* 

*  lowed  by  ail  the  world,  I  happened  to 
'  be  one  daj  at  the  Thuilleries,  when 

*  the  LyoaootTe  vras  walking  there.  As 
'  the  Great  Alley  perfe^ly  fwarmed,  I 

*  enquired  of  every  one  I  met,  what 
'  could  occafion  fuc«  a  crowd.  **OoQd 
**  God»  Madam !  where  d«  you  come 
••  from,**  replied  tha  perfon^  **  po^  to 
**  know  that  the  beautiful  Lyonnoi(e  if 
*'  come  to  Paris,  apd  is  pow  a^^uallv 
"  wilkin|r  in  the  Thuillerics?*'  { 
'  ihru^ed  op  my  ihoulders  at  fuch  a 

*  prepoderous  aniVver,  and  refolved  to 
'  iee  with  my  own  ^es  on  what  it  was 
'  grounded.     I  made  my  way  through 

*  the  crojHrd,  and  at  laft  got  a  iight  of 
'  this  Co  much  extolled  beauty,    Whe- 

*  ther  through  prejudice,  not  being  ac« 
'  cording  to  my  taAe,  or  not  To  hand* 

*  Ifome  aa  tbey  pretended,  (he  did  not 
.'  pleale  me  at  all.  I  pitted  the  ftupidi- 
'  ty  of  the  publick,  which  often  is  laviih 

*  if  it>  praiies  op  objeds  that,  upon  a 

*  nearer  view,  are  fcarce  tolerable.     It 

*  is  true*  (boner  or  later,  the  prejudice 
'  is  laid  a/idey  as  it  Jiappeped  in  the  caie 

*  of  this  very  Lyonnoue. 

*  Some  weeks  a/ter  this  I  was  in  the 
.'  Thuilleries.   I  met  her  again,  but  (he 

*  was  fcarce  taken  notice  ots  peverthe* 

*  leif,  die  was  cf  a&Jy  the  fame  $  and, 

*  as  the  iacondancy  of  mode  never  -af* 

*  fiQi%  me,  metfaought  flie  was  even 
'  haadibmci'  than  atBrd.*-r-'  No  won* 

*  dcr!*  replied  the  kiofwoman  very  flily ; 
.'  you  liked  her  the  be|itcr,  becanfe  no- 

*  body  admired  her,  and '  confequently 

*  envy  had  nothing  to  work  on.  Put 
'  chfe  caie,  (he  had  oi^ce  more  become  a 

*  reding  toaft,  and  you  had  feen  her 
f  fuiTouoded  vrith  a  crowd  of 'adn<irers, 
'  (he  yrpold  have  appeared-  as  plain  aa 
'*  at  ficft.    The  thing  fpcaksfor  itfelf.; 

Madame  pK  General  frowned  a  little 


at  this  cuttifig  rmark*  From  one  of 
her  charafter,  a  Uiarp  tepl^  might  havt 
been  expefted,  knit  (he  hid  her  reaibna 
^or  bchsg  moderace^  Intertft,  which  al*' 
ways  rutes,  and  to  wl>ich  (he  was  an  ah^ 
folate  flsye,  prevailed  on  her  to  ftiilc  her 
rcfeotmenl.  To  do  it  with  a  better 
grace,  (lie  went  on  thus. 

*  The  Lyonnotfe,  nettled  at  the  ia^ 
f  ju(Uce  (he  met  with  at  Paris,  came  to 

*  (hew  hericlf  at  eourt.  Her  charrat 
'  had  a  run,  but  ioon  met  the  fatoe  fate 

*  as  before.    She  difappcared  on  a  fud- 

'  den  i  and  I  have  fmce  been  informed,  ' 

*  is  gone  (or  England  in  (earch  of  new 

*  admirers.* 

J  preicntly  difcovered  the  malicioiit 
drift  9f  this  (lory,  and  the  application 
Madame  De  Gencval  was  willing  (hould 
be  made  of  it$  from  whence  I  conclude 
ed,  that  her  chancer  and  mine  would 
not  long  fympathite. 

The  diico^rie  ran  again  upon  the 
duke's  vifit,  which  Madame  De  Gene(> 
iral's  reflections  had  interrupted.  She 
|old  us,  that  all  (he  could  gather  from 
what  he  (aid  was,  that  in  returning  (torn 
bun  ting,  the  (ight  of  a  young  lady  had 
made  fpch  an  impreflion  pn  him,  that 
he  came  to  enquire  after  her  $  and,  in  cafb 
(he  had  any  a(&irs  depending  at  courts 
to  o(Fer  his  fervice. 

Madame  Pe  Geneva!  added,  that  all 
this  was  expreiTed  in  fo  polite  a  manner^ 
that  though  (he  was  prepared  to  anfwer 
this  ^ian^  preamble,  which  doubtle(a 
was  amied  at  me,  as  it  delerved,  yet  (he 
coqld  not  ayoid  renUin^  with  a  great 
deal  of  lefpe^l,  and  letting  him  know 
who  1  really  was.  The  Duke,  upon 
hearing  my  name,  aifiired  her  he  was 
well  acquainted  with  my  family,  for 
which  he  had  a  great  value,  and  would 
have  the  honour  of  being  introduced  at 
a  mgre  f«%ronable  opponunity. 

^  I  appi'f hended,  irom  the  confu(K>n 
f  in  which  this  nobleman  retired,*  con- 
tinued my  landlady,  *  that  without  doubt 
'  be  took  the  countcfs  for  one  who  had 
'  her  fortune  to  m^ike,  and  that  he  need 

*  only  come  to  be  well  received  i  a  fool* 
'  i(h  prefumption  men  are  often  guilty 

*  of,  who  thmk,  that  in  viGting  a  wo* 
<  man  they  do  her  an  honour.  This 
'  vanity  muft  either  be  grounded  on  the 
'  (igmt:  they  make,  or  the  confidence 
f  they  have  of  our  weaknefs.  As  tor  my 
^  part,  who  am  often  expofed  to  the  in- 

*  trigues  of  thelc  gentlemen,  I  ufe  them 
'  with  a  great  deal  of  £reedoqi,  ridicule 
'   1:.         ^  i  their 
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*  dieir  (erious  fiit^Sy  Midfe  ttiyfelfi  aiid 
«  laugh  at  them ;  this  I  take  to  be  the 
«  method/— ^«  Not  fo  very  commenda* 

<  ble/  replied  the  hufbai^d,  iomethtng 
naliciouflyy  *  as  you  may  perhaps  ima- 

<  grne )  under  this  pretext  of  inditFe- 

*  TtwXf  the  gallants  are  retained  «nd 

*  liftened  to  without  fufpicion.  **  Their 
*'  follies  amufe  me,'*  you  will  fay.    Nor 

<  doubt  of  it  I  and  that  is  juft  what  they 

*  look  for:  to  have  admittance  into 
'  certain  boufes,  is  all  they  can  hope 

*  for  at  firft  i  taking  up  your  time  a- 
'  ffieeably  and  amufing  you  ladies  is 

.  5  their  fecond  ftepj  but  what  lucky  fcU 

*  lows,  if  you  do  them  the  hoi^ourto 
«  fmile  on  their  endeavours  V-^*  JLotd  V 
cried  Madame  DeGsneval,  interrupting 
him  s  '  it  would  have  been  a  wonder» 

<  indeed,  if  you  had  not  contradicted 

*  me.  It  i&  mighty  becoming  a  hufband, 

*  who  fancies  his  honour  is  at  ftake,  if 

*  he  does  not  thwart  his  wife  on  every 

*  occafion!'— *  Not  in  the  leaft,*  replied 
the  gentleman  of  the  ho'u/hold  i  *  you 
f  are  ftung  for  want  of  underttanding 
^  him :  your  fpoufeis  far  from  being  of 

*  a  different  opinion  on  this  point.  Does 

<  not  his  conduct  give  yon  daily  proofs 

<  of  it?  Can  you  imagine  that,  if  ht 

*  were  really  ferious  in  what  he  fays, 
*■  he  would  allowyou  fueh  an  unbound- 
«  ed  liberty  ?*^^*  A  continuation  of  your 

*  long  ftlcnce,  Sir,'  replied  Madame  De 
Geneval  very  Iharply,  *  would  have  been 
*■  much  more  acceptable  than  the  part 

<  you  are  pleafed  to  take  in  the  cdnt^er- 
«  fation/  The  gentleman,  not  the  beft 
bred  perfon  in  the  virorldt  took  her  up 
as  fmartly  on  his  Hde ;  and,  like  many 
others,  who,  when  they  have  got  foot- 
ing in  the  houfe,  take  upon  them  to  con- 
ti'oul  at  large,  ipdulged  a  malicious  plea- 
fure  in  maintaining  the  argument  with 
equal  vehemence.  The  millrefs  of  the 
houfe,  exceedingly haughty^apprehend* 
ing  pcflibly  the  confequences  of  fuch  i 
jditpute,  and  provoked  betides  at  the  lit* 
tie  ceremony  with  which  (lie  wastreat- 
tdf  and  her  bu(band*s  not  tilencing  hef 
opponent,  addreflfed  herlelf  to  hiro  with 
bitter  rpproaches  for  want  of  tenderneft 
in  her  regard  $  declaring,  that  for  the 
future  file  (hoiild  take  proper  methods', 
and  the  moment  certain  ct^untienances 
appeared—  Being  apprehenfive,  from 
the  ftiarpnefs  of  the  gentleman's  reply, 
that  the  converfiition  was  powing  Hill 
warmer,  I  thought  it  high  time  to  re- 
tiiv.    MadaiBe  De  Geneval  was  too 


much  taken  up  in  retorting  the  Ikrcafti*  - 
cal  replies  of  the  gentleman  and  her  huf* 
band,  to  perceive  I  was  gone.  Bat 
Monfieur  De  Geneval,  more  attentive 
to  what  pa(Ied»  left  his  friend  to  purfue 
or  drop  the  argument,  and  came  after 
me  to  preient  his  hand,  making  an  apo- 
logy for  the  fcene,  of  which  I  had  been 
a  fpeftator.  <  She  is  very  filly,'  faid  he, 
fpeakiAg  of  his  wife  ^  *  a  trifle  difcom- 
<  pofes  ner,  and  makes  her  exccptiofw. 

*  I  overlook  it  all,  as  fhe  Is  with  tJmi 

*  when  fhe  is  fo;  her  humour  is  unac- 
'  countable;  but,incon{iderationofher 

*  condition,  fome  complaifance  muft  be 
^  fliewn.'  I  commended  Moniieur  De 
Geneval  for  his  moderation,  buf  blamed 
him  at  the  fame  time  for  fufiering  the 
eentleman  to  divert  himfelf  in  provwng 
his  wife.  •  To  this  he  replied,  that  ho 
was  an  old  friend,  whofe  chara^erifKck 
was  never  to  yield  in  a  difputej  that  he 
was  fo  well  known  for  it,  that  nobody 
•ever  rcfented  his  obftinacy.     Upon  thia 

he  told  roc  an  odd  ftory.  This  very 
gentleman  was  deeply  in  love  with  a 
young  lady,  who  on  every  account  was 
a  very  proper  match  for  him,  and  the 
affair  on  the  point  of  being  concluded. 
It  happened  very  luckily,  that  he  invit- 
ed his  future  father-in-law,  after  (igning 
the  writmgs,  to  fupper.  Tlie  convcr- 
fation  tiiming  upon  the  ceremonies  ob- 
ferved  at  the  marriages  of  the  ancients^ 
the  old  gentleman  and  his  future  fon* 
in-law,  neither  of  whom  wanted  wit  or 
learnincr»  enliyened  the  difcourfe  with 
many  interefting  paffa^  and  curious 
citations  y  but  the  fpintof  contradic- 
tion, the  predoipinant  palQoa  in  Qene- 
vaPs  friend,  dAoii  made  the  old  gentler 
man  lofe  his^  patience :  it  if  true,  he 
yielded  for  fome  time,  apprehending  his 
rhemory  might  fail  him,  till  the  fon-in* 
law,  who  had  been  bred  a  fcholar,  fall- 
ing upon  a  point  in  divinity,  which  the 
old  gentleman  happened  perfc£|:ly  to  re- 
collefl,  hemaintaii)ed  his  ground.  The 
young  one  contradi^ed  him  t  tl|[o'  othe'r^ 
pofitive  that  he  was  right,  ran  home  t^ 
his  library,  brought  tlw  book,  and  ima- 
gined he  had  carried  his  point)  but  the 
ion -in-law  difclaimed  both  the  authojr 
and  the  edition.  This  obftinacy  pro- 
voked the  young  lady^s  father  fo  moch^ 
that  he  retired  without  any  ceremony. 
Upon  this,  their  friends  intcrpofed,  and 
endeavoured  to  make  up  the  breach.  The 
old  gentleman,  the  moft  reaibnable  of 
the  twO|  wa>  not  averfe  to  «n  accommo- 

iUt)oU| 
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pnimtly  mai/akt  that  M.  De  Sthst  Fal* 
with  hU  ufoai  fordight,  wm  the  con- 
triver of  this  piec«  ot  gallantry.  I  got 
up,  waa  taken  incaAira  of  for  ftayt  and 
gowo«i  without  examining  any  fai  ther* 
which  I  judged  could  be  of  no  maimer 
of  iervice,  nor  alter  their  opinion  of  roc 
one  way  or  other. 

The  ci9ck.  had  ftnick  one^  I  waa 
fitting  down  to  table,  (for  my  houfc  af - 
fairs  were  aa  well  regulated  the  firlt  day 
as  if  I  had  been  fettled  ten  yttart)  wheii 
M  De  Saint  Fal  ient  hta  name.  He  was 
richly  drelled :  I  had  not  till  then  con* 
fidered  hit  perfon  with  any  attention. 
Notwitbftandiqg  my  affcAiona  were  prr  • 
juJiced  in  favour  of  another,  I  could 
not  befo  unjuft  aa  not  to  look  upon  him 
as  a  very  accompliihcd  perfon.  Hia  ad- 
drefs  waa  even  more  rrfpeflfui  than 
ufualt  a  nice  condu^,  to  avoid  remind- 
ing mc  how  much  I  waa  beholden  to 
him.  Whiltt  my  waiting. woman  was 
prefen^,  he  conlhintly  employed  the  word 
Madam,  and  only  talked  of  general 
things.  I  infifled  on  his  fitting  down  to 
dinner,  which  he  complied  with.  As 
foon  as  we  were  alone>  he  beg^^n  by  ex- 
preiiing  the  pleafure  he  had  in  leeing  me» 
and  the  apprcbenfion  he  was  under  kit 
time  fliould  hang  heavy  on  my  hands  in 
a  ftransre  place.  Upon  this  I  related  to 
him  alJthat  had  pa  (fed  (ince  he  left  mc  t 
I  defcribed  the  uipper^  acquainted  him 
with  the  duke's  intend^  vifit,  not 
omitting  the  debate  which  eufued  on 
that  occaiion.  I  could  not  prevail  upon 
mylelf  to  hide  my  fufpicion  of  Mad^imo 
De^C>eaeval's  ill-temper.  His  anfwer 
to  this  was,  that  the  being  obliged  to 
provide  a  lodging  for  roe  00  a  fiHiden, 
prevented  his  tjJcing  a  whole  hoiife  f 
that  it  was  not  yet  too  late )  and  whilo 
be  was  looking  out  for  one,  he  adviied 
me  to  avoid  Li  Geneval's  company  at 
much  as  poiTible. 

It  was  with  the  greateft  difiicuU]r 
imaginable  that  I  took,  the  count  off  thit 
(ubje^.  He  did  not  relifh  the  duke*a 
vifiti  the  ftranger  who  enquired  after 
me  at  nudnight  gave  him  no  froaii  un* 
caftnefs.  He  took  heart,  however,  when 
I  gave  my  word  to  avoid  all  vifim,  and 
Uie  occ^iqns  of  them,  fo  far  even  as  not 
to  amuiiB  myielf  at  the  window  for  tb» 
future.  Saint  Fal  appeased  as  much 
tranfported  at  thii  prom  iff,  as  if  I  had 
acquainted  him  with  the  moft  agreeablt 
pieca  of  Qcwa  he  couldl  have  wiihed  tsi 


dnion,  aad onW infifted  tbaihia'fatart 

Ibo-in-law  fliould  acknowledge  himlclf 
to  have  bceq  miftaken  1  but  Geoeval^s 
forad  cho&  other  to  lole  a  very  advan* 
tageotts  match  than  pnrchaie  it  at  fo  dear 
a  fate. 

This  whimfical  ftory  amu6d  mc  the 
nore^  as  having  juit  experienced,  that 
tk  hero  of  it  was  very  wejl  qualified  to 
fiiraifli  many  fuch  adventures.  After 
JMarefleaions  on  it,  Genevni  left  me. 
tSjked  the  liervant  to  light  him  down, 
an^Et*  fliuc  rayfelf  into  my  apart- 
meat,  with  a  firm  refolutioo  of  avoid- 
ing, as  much  as  poifible,  fuch  an  odd 
nnUey  of  company. 

I  was  going  to  bed,  when  I  heard 
ieraebody  knodt  at  the  dpor.  Curious 
ta  know  what  important  affair  could  oc- 
caiion a  viiit  at  one  in  the  morning,  I 
went  to  the  window.  In  order  not  to 
he  Jeen,  1  bid  the  maid  carry  the  can- 
dles out  «f  the  room.  I  difcovcred  a 
botman  holding  a  flambeau,  by  whofe 
gfinuBcring  lig£  I  perceived  a  tall  roan 
iaoding  at  the  door,  which  was  juft 
opened.  Upon  hftening,  I  heard  him 
a»  the  maid,  if  a  young  lady  did  not 
lodge  there,  who  arrived  but  that  very 
day.  Finding  by.  the  anfwer  that  he 
iras  not  miftaken,  he  enquired  if  flie 
was  up,  and  could  be  fpoke  with.  The 
maid,  who  had  been  prefent  ab  fupper 
when  her  miftrcis  j^ave  an  account  of 
the  duke's  viiit,  anfvvered  the  lUan^ 
very  roughly,  that  the  perlon  he  enquu*- 
ed  after  was  not  to  be  i'cen,  cipccially 
by  nighty  and  fo  fliut  the  door  upon 
him. 

I  thought  It  likewife  time  to  dr^w  in, 
left,  if  1 2)ouid  be  leen,  tlic  pcifoo  might 
infiftupon  ipeakiogwith  me. 

I  went  to  bed  without  reflcAing  on 
dais  accident,  perfuaded  as  I  was  thai 
it  had  been  .occasioned  by  the  viiic  in- 
tended mc  at  fopper-time. 

It  is  with  fome  confuiioa  I  own  the 
pcufoond  tranquillity 'with  which  I  flept 
till  ten  in  the  rooming,  as  if  I  bad  not 
the  Icafl  reakm  to  be  uneaiy.  Such  is 
giddy  youth,  almoil  void  of  refledion  I 
My  waiting-woman  came  to  acquaint 
me  diat  a  mantua-maker  and  other. 
work- women  waited  my  ridng.  I  waa 
inconiiderate  enough  to  alk  if  flie  had 
fent  for  them*  She  anfwcred  with  fume 
ioiprixe,  that  I  had  given  her  no  fuch 
orden,  hot  that  the  people  faid  they 
t  by  appointotfat*    This  made  {na 
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bests  He  cofifeiTed  he  did  not  dare  to 
«(k  foch  a  favour,  left  I  ihould  look  up- 
on it  as  a  reftraint  on  my;  liberty. 

Resuming  hit  ufoal  trauquillity,  he 

came  at  laft  to  the  |>o)nt  which  coiieem* 

cd  me  moft.    I  had  alre^y  a(ked  ieve- 

rai  timet  whether  he  had  feen  my  lo- 

ver^s  father,  without  receiving  any  an-^ 

iWer ;  but  now  he  eave  me  an  account 

of  a  fmart  conTevfation,  whereof  I  was 

the  Aibje^k.     <  Would  you  believe/  faid 

M.  De  8aint  Fal,  *  that  the  old  mar- 

qnis  could  fcarce  bepJerfuaded  you  had 

cfcaped  out  of  my  hands  ?•  He  would 

be  mformed  of  thcr  time,  place,  and 

other  circumftances.    In  order  to  de- 

teA  me,  he  Tent  for  my  valet  de  chara- 

bre,  and  queftioned  him  apart  in  hrs 

clofet,  to  try  if  we  both  agreed  in  the 

fame  ftory.     In  a  word,  I  never  faw 

him  in  fuch  a  pafTion  before ;  btit  all 

his  precautions -gave  me  no  uneafi* 

nefs,   being  prepared  on  all  hands, 

by  giving  my  fervanrhtsinftruAions, 

and  being  well  aflored  he  would  not 

betray  me* 

-«  As  to  my  uncle,  though  he  threat- 
ened to  go  htmfelf  to  the  place,  he  has 
not  as  yet  proceeded  any  tarther  in  the 
afiairi  his  anger  is  over,  or  at  leaft 
he  pretends  as  much.  ^He  was  very 
inquisitive  as  to  your  beauty,  charac- 
ter, and  every  thing  which  regarded 
you.  I  need  not  fay,  I  did  you  juf- 
tice,^  continued  the  count;  '  on  fuch  a 
fubje^l  could  any  one  have  been  re- 
ferved !  The  defcription  of  your  per- 
fon  was  called  over  (everal  times; 
from  whence  I  judged  he  recollefbed 
what  had  pafled  in  the  village  where 
he  waited  for  his  horfes.  The  con- 
fufion  into  which  his  firft  onfet  threw 
me,  made  me  forget  what  you  had 
Hated  concerning  that  affair,  and  I 
gaye  him  an  exa^  likenefs  of  you. 
*  This  conformity  i'et  him  on  think* 
ing.  .  **  If  I  am  not  miltaken,**  cried 
he,  "  there  is  no  room  to  wonder  at 
**  my  fon^s  paifion  for  this  girl  P*  I 
~  ptetended  to  be  furprised  at  the  excla- 
mation )  but  the  old  marquis,  either 
bccauie  he  mtftnifted  me,  or  was  un- 
willing to  let  ifie  know  his  fentimoits, 
changed  the  difcourfe,  and  I  retited 
exceedingly  pleaTed  with  extrtcatinjp 
mjrfel^  fb  well  out  of  this  ticklifli  at^ 
fair.' 

The  aflttinnce  Saint  Fal  gave,  that 
kis  uacle*s  indignation  feemed  appeaftd,. 
me  fomething  eafy.    •  Whatever 


realbn  I  lAtve  ^'believe  tliait  to  be  the 
cafe,'  continued  the  count,  *  I  fliall  be 
continually  on'  r6y  ^ard :  we  have  a 
'-  fnbtle,  cntfty  politician  to  deal  with  ; 
'  and  left  he  fltould  impofe  upbA  me, 
I  ihall  be  very  careful  not  to  gTvehim 
ah^  handle  for  Aifpeding  treeiihcerity 
v^ith  which  Iha^e  pretended  to  ad  in 
this  affair.  Upon  diis  account,  I 
never  left  h?m  fttte  ^eftenfay  j  to- 
morrow he  goes  to  Paritf,  and  I  flmO 
take  the  opportunity  of  his  abfisnce, 
to  fpend  the  day,'  lotely  Jenny,  with 
you,  in  order  to  fettle  ycfur  little  af- 
fairs.* 

The  word  fgttk  reminded  me  of  what 
this  generoil*  ^erfon  had  already  done 
forme.  •  Good  Cfod,  Sir!'  replied  I, 
'  whar  will  you  think  of  me !  I  am,  as 
you  may  fee,  in  the  greateft  confufion 
imaginable,  for  bein?  (o  backward  in 
making  my  acknowledgments  for  your 
favours,  of  which  I  have  a  far  greater 
fcnfe  than  I  can  pofTibly  exprtft.'— • 
Ah,  Mademoifellel'  cried  Saint  Fal« 
interrupting  me,  *  your  bare  rendem- 
bering  them  is  too  great  a  return ;  I  beg 
we  may  fay  no  more  of  foch  trifles.'—* 
I  look  upon  them  in  a  far  different 
light,'  replied  1 1  *  biit-ftill  fonie  me- 
lancholy refleftions  overpower  my  gra- 
titude, and  give  me  very  cruel  alarms* 
I  have  already  faid,'  continued  I, 
that  all  the  grandeur  of  the  world 
(hall  never  draw  me  from  the  rules  I 
have  prefcribed  to  myfelf ;  and  if  vour 
views  'I  ■■'  •  Noj  onCe  for  all,  re- 
plied Saint  Fal  in  the  fmcereft  manner, 
my  vrord  and  honour  is  your  fccurity, 
the  which,  aflure  yourfelf,  I  am  not 
capable  of  violating;  and  I  content  to 
be  looked  upon  as  the  worft  of  mart- 
kind,  if  ever  any  behaviour  of  mine 
contradifts  this  proteftation  I  have  the 
honour  of  making  to  yon.'— «  On 
|hefe  terms,'  replied  I,  very  much  en- 
couraged, *  I  (hall  take  a  plealbreia 
f  feeing  you,  and  abftra£^ing  from  the 
ftntiments  you  have  formerly  expreCT- 
ed,  fo  oppofite  to  thofe  in  my  own 
breaft,  I  (hould  take  a  pleafurr  in  not 
hiding  any  thing  from  yow.'— *  Alas-I* 
cried  the  count  with  great  earneftnef'v 
let  that  be  no  hindrance;  on  dte  €on>» 
trary,  charming  Jenny !  fuch  a  confi- 
dence  would  afford  me  the  greatefk 
confolation :  how  happy  (hould  I  be 
to  pofleTs  it!  The  efto^s  of  love  am 
as  various  as  die  perfons  it  influeteet » 
and  lA  me  widely  difEermt  from  what 
•  thef 
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5  tky  are  ifl  .others.  I  iivas  always  of 
*.opiiiMD,  t\at  to  love   Fcjtjr  one^s  own 

*  lake  merited  no  return  »    for  it  i«  pro- 

*  periy  &\f-)ove,  ^where  one^s  ovirn  hap- 
'  jnods  is  the  end  purfucd  ^  as  it  isfcff- 

*  intereft,  not  that  of  the  obje6i  beloved, 
'  w(iich  16  confuUedj^  The  proof  of  a 
'  difiatCEefted paifioiiy  is  to  promote  the 

*  In^ppioeC^  ofa  cniftirers,  evexi  in  oppo* 

*  fitwn  to  OUT  Ofwn  de(ires  t  )udge,  then, 
•iiploTely  creature,  what  kind  of  paf- 
',  imt  entertala  in  your  regai^  3  it  i% 

*  y«ir  iittL&fa£Uony  it  is  your  oivn  hap- 

*  pinefe  i  ftady.  Yc»>*  continued  the 
au&t,ifiizing  my  hands,  <  you  (hall  r<fe 

*  ae  ftrive  as  eagerly  to  promote  your 

*  union  "with  him  you  lov«,  j^s  if  my 

*  own  happineis  immediately  depended 

*  on  it.    It  is  true,  in  joiing  you  1 10& 

*  all  that  is  dear  to  me  in  lift ;  hut  I 
<  IhiU  have  die  comfort  of  refle6ling» 

*  that  in  point  of  difintereftednefs  and 

*  genero&ty  I  ftand  unrivalled/ 
Scntimenu  fo  delicate,  £0  refined,  and 

fo  new  to  me,  railed  an  admiration  that 
£!ence  alone  could  exprefs.  <  Ah  lean 
■  you  douht  nw  linccrity?'  continued 
the  coant«    *  You  nnake  me  no  anfwer. 

*  Will  you  exclude  me  from  the  confi- 
'  dence  you  mentioned,  one  of  the  fa- 

*  VQurs,  alas  I  I  can  only  expe^?  The 
'  Antiments  I  have  juft  now  exprelTed, 

*  however  commendable  in  the  theory, 
'  joa  perhaps  imagine  impra^icable.. 

*  Mjy  behaviour  thus  far,  my  late  pro- 

*  teftadons,  all  betmy  fome  fecret  views. 

*  Yes,  fuch  I  have,  too  charming  ci^- 

*  tore!  Shall  I  acknowledge  them?* 
coDtinaed  Saint  Fal  Hfing  up;  <  will 

*  you  f>e^ convinced  of  whaci  havefaid, 

*  if  I  pour  out  the  fecret  motions  of  my 

*  ibul  ?' — '  Well,  then,'  replied  I  ter- 
ribly  alarmed,  '  what  is  it  you  hope  for  ? 
'  You  cmght  to  know  me,  and  confe- 
^  quently  not  to  flatter  yourfelf  that  I 
«  Ihouldever— '  «  Ah,  MadcmoifcUe  I' 
cried  Saint  Fal,  interrupting  me,  <  hear 

*  whai  I  have  to  fay ;  do  not  lufpefl  that, 

*  tinder  an  apparent  probity,  a  villain 

*  lies  hid!.  1  love  you,  I  adore  youl 

*  your  charms  have  vanauiihed  me,  and 

*  to  prefeive  you,  I  would  facrifice  i-ank 

*  and  fortune  a  thoufand  times  over; 

*  but  I  would  owe  this  happinefs  to 
'  your  own  choice,  and  not  to  any  im- 

*  portunity  of  mine.     I  am  perfuaded 

*  that,  had  not  your  inclination  for  my 
'  eoufin  prevented  me,  I  might  one  day 
'  have  been  (b  haj^y  as  to  gain  your 
f.favonr;  but  the  probity  011  which  I 


*^  vakie  myielf,  and  my  lingular  way 

*  oftbinkiogfhaverei^ntdinmvpafliony 
'  though  notextinguifhed  my  nopes  on 

this  IS  regulated  my  prefeht  cendu£l, 
and  that  which  I  fhall  obferve  till  Fate 
(hall  leave  me  no  podibilityof  p^flciT- 
ing  you.     Not  that  I  widi  the  mar* 

auis  may  change  \  and  much  Icfs,  that 
eath  (hould  ravifh  him  from  you : 
knowing,  a^ I  do,  and  in  the  fentiments 
I  profel's,  it  would  be  defiling  your 
unhappinefs.  But  the  evtnts  of  life 
are  fo  various,  and  fo  continually  fub* 
je£l  to  change,  that  fuch  a  thiqz  may 
naturally  happen:  in  eithel:  of  theie 
Unfortunate  cafes,  may  I  not  reafon^ 
ably  hope  that  you  would  one  day  call 
to  mind  the  purity  of  my  fentiments, 
the  fervices  I  had  done,  or  at  leaft  en« 
deavouied  to  have  done ;  and  that  then 
prefentiug  a  heart,  which  I  may  ven- 
ture to  fay  would  not  have  been  dif- 
agreeable,  had  you  not  been  preju-^. 
diced  in  favour  of  another,  you  would 
crown  a  paflion  that  never  was  infpircd 
to  be  unfortunate  V 
The  count's  la  ft  words  were  uttered 
with  fo  much  tendernefs,  that  I  was 
greatly  affe£led,     *  You  are  not  niif- 

<  taken,'  replied  I  with  fome  emotion, 
and  yielding  one  of  my  hands,  which 
SaijitFal  bathed  with  his  tears }  <  you  are 

not  miftaken  in  relying  on  my  grati- 
tude. I  will  fay  pidre :  v^renot  my  af- 
fedions  alreadv  engaged,  I  know  no 
one  but  yourfelf  could  fucceed  in  fix- 
ing than.'—*   For  the  pre(ent  this 
fufiices,*  cried  Saint  Fal,  throwii\g 
himfeif  at  my  feet;  <  I  am  lefs  virretch- 
ed:  this  acknowledgement  aifords  re- 
lief, and  tranfports  me.    How,  charm* 
ing  Jenny !  may  I  flatter  myfelf— ' 
Heavens  1  what  do  I  hear V  cried  a 
voice  from  the  door,  which  was  half 
open  5  '  I  am  betrayed  I  Perfidious  crca- 

*  turc  1 1  will  never  fee  thee  more.' 
The  found  of  the  voice,  the  cruel  a- 

poftrophe,  the  fudden  difappearing  of 
nim  who  fpokc,  the ,  pofture  the  count 
was  in  when  I  was  furprized,  all  toge- 
ther, made  me  dart  .up  and  fly  to  the 
door.  *  Alas,  I  am  undone  T  cried  I, 
difcovering  the  marquis  as  he  made  off* 
This  unexpected  apparition  ftruck  fuch 
a  terror  into  me,  that  I  nui ft  have  funk 
upon  the  floor,  had  not  a  fopha  luckily 
received  me.  Saint  Fal,  no  lefs  fur- 
prized  thanmyieify  ran  to  my  afllftance* 

*  Ah,  Sir!'  cried  I,'  leave  me,  and  fol- 

<  low  your  luufinan:  he  believes  me 

S  •guilty^ 
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*  gnilty,  and  detefts  roe;  of  all  wfiich 

*  you  are  the  caufe.  O.Heatens !  I  «m 

*  auite  exhaufted ;  I  am  plmis^  is  de- 

*  foair/ 

Saint  Fal  did  not  hefitatea  moment: 
hie  ran  down  ftatrs,  and  prefentl^  over- 
took the  marquis.  I  would  fam  have 
got  on  my  feet  to  prevent  a  quai-rel, 
Mrhich  their  high  wbrds  gave  me  too 
itouch  reafon  to  apprehend,  hut  the  ago- 
ny I  was  in  rendered  it  impracticable. 
My  waititr^'Woman  came  up  in  a  vio- 
lent agitation  t  (he  put  the  finilhinghand 
to  my  misfortunes,  by  acquainting  me, 
that  Saint  Fal  and  an  officer,  as  flie  call- 
ed tlie  marquis,  were  gone  out  difpot- 
ing )  and,  by  the  fury  vifibic  in  the  mar- 
^uis^s  countenance,  ihe  really  believed 
^  duel  would  enfue.  At  this  terrible 
news  I  exerted  myfetf,  and  ran  to  the 
window  to  bring  them  back;  but,  alas! 
they  were  fo  rar  gone,  that  it  would 
•  Bave  been  in  vatn  to\call  after  them. 

<  Ah,  Heavens  \*  cried  I,  not  obferving 
I  beorayed  myfelf  before  a  fervant  I  had 
no  reaion  to  confide  in,  *  what  will  be- 
'  come  of  me,  if  I  loft  all  that  is  dear 

*  tomeinthislife!— -<!jO,MademoireIIe,* 
faid  I  to  my  woman  $  *  lofe  not  a  mo- 

*  ment !   run,  and  endeavour  to  bring 

*  them  back  !*— •  God  forbid  V  replied 
Brochan,  with  an  air  of  difdain ;  <  it 

*  would  be  very  fine,  truly,  to  fee  young 

<  women  runnmg  after  fuch  fpark^.    If 

*  I  had  imagined  I  was  hirea  to  be  m- 
«  gaged  in  uicfe  kind  of  adventures,  ( 

<  would  never  have  darkened  the  doors/ 
After  this  comfortable  harax»;tie  (he  left 
the  room,  mntteriDg  to  hcrlelf,  but  to 
loud  as  to  let  me  hear  I'cveral  ^fiiocking 
vjcprefiions. 

Xet  any  one  imagine  the  ^ndition  I 
was  in  I  I  knew  not  what  to  do.  *  If  I 

*  go  after  them,*  faid  I  to  myfelf,   *  to 

*  whatpurpofe?  Put  the  cafe,  I  reach 

*  them  whilft  they  are  engaged,  as  they 
«  certainly  are,  ought  not  I  to  appre- 
«  hend  my  prel'cncc  will  only  ferve  to 

*  re^uble    the  mnrquis*s  fnry,    and 

*  halten  fome  tragical  event?  He  thinks 
'  me  perfidious  (  what  effcft  can  my 

*  prayers  have  on  him  ?  Again,  how 

*  (hall  I  be  loolced  upon  here?'  1  re- 
flected, that  though,  the  prying  Madame 
De  Geneva!  (hould  happen  not  to  be  at 
liome  when  the  marquis  and  Saint  Fal 
went  out,  I  muft  expeft  that  prude  Bro- 
chan  would  not  fail  to  inform  her  of 
all  that  had  palTcd.  What  wotrld  not 
be  .the  confequence  ?  Women,  cfpeCiaU 

iy  Diofe  of  my  Ihadlady'a  ciiara£ier| 


(Hew  no  mercy  fti  fiich  otafiont  •  Tii 
fine,  I  knew  not  which  way  to  turn  liT* 
felf  .  Sonfietimet  I  relied  on  Saint  FiTt 
prudence  and  fincere  attachment  to  toe  1 
then  again  all  hope  vaniflicd^  when  I 
confidored  him  vi^oufty  attadced,  as 
I  had  leafon  to  think,  and  under  an  ab- 
folute  necefiity  of  defending  him(Uf.  I 
walked  about  my  room  in  a  violent  agi- 
tation, mu(ing  on  all  thHe  particolars  |^ 
when,  to  complete  my  mifrortnnes.  La 
Geneval,  notwithftanding  her  fOnner 
poKtenefs,  enteied  without  the  lead  cere* 
mony,  and'a(ked  very  haftily  the  mean- 
in  fir  of  what  fiie  had  juft  been  infonned 
dfj  adding,  tbmethinf  drily,  (he  woirid 
not  for  the  world  any  untoward  affair* 
(hould  happen,  wherein  her  nafne  could 
be  brougnt  in  queftion :  Ike  told  me, 
her  houfe  was  not  defigned  for  fach 
porpe(es ;  and  that  (he  took  it  heinodlly 
]H,'thatM.  De  Saint  Fal  (hould  expoie 
her  houfe  to  any  fudi  iacvmvemen* 
cies* 

To  all  tbii  I  aniwered  not  a  vrord  i 
I  was  (b  confounded,  that  I  could  not 
devife  the  lead  pretence  to  give  a  fa* 
vourable  turn  to  what  I  was  reproached 
with.    La  Geneval  I  taking  my  filenc^ 
for  a  tacit   acknowledgment  of  what 
(bethought  of  me,  perhaps  confirmed  in 
it  by  the  remarks  of  mv  devout  wait- 
ing-woman, continued  tier  difcooHe  in 
fi>  high  a  (train,  with  fo  many  bitter 
taunts  andexpreflions,  fo  verv  ill-timedy 
that  not  being  much  pre)tidiced  in  her 
favour,  I  took  her  up  very  (hort  for  her 
impertinence  j  tdlingher,  with  a  piercrngp 
look,  to  leave  my  room,  that  I  watted 
for  the  counf  s  return,  and  (hould  not 
fail  to  acquaint  him  with  the  civilities  I 
had  received  in  the  apamnent  he  cbofe 
for  me,  and  where  I  had  expe£ted  to  be 
fafe  from  any  infult.    This  was  uttered 
with  fo  much  refolotion,  that  (htf  doHk 
not  make  any  reply.    Her  hulhand. 
'  who  came  in  and  heard  part  of  what  f " 
faid,  afked  very  eameltly  if  any  of  hia 
familv  had  beluved  otho-wife  dian  wit)| 
refpen.   I  thanked  him  very  coldly  for 
his  concern,  and  perceivme  his  wi^ 
was  going  to  open  agaiii,  f  retired  to 
my  clofet,  throwing  the  door  after  me'| 
there  I  bur(t  into  tears,  and  lo(t  nbjrfelf 
in  a  tnin  of  refledidns,  furpafiingeacl| 
other  in  the  angui(h  they  occafion^. 

Abandoned  thus  to  myftlf,  I  looked 
upon  what  had  happened,  as  a  puhi(h« 
ment  for  accepting  of  Saiqt  t^aKs  offeta, 
*  It  would  have  been  modi  bfetfei,*  aid 
I  to  niyffdff  *  fia  bavp  gane  to  a  mona* 
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iirr,  wbich  wtwM  luM  Mfwmd  «U 

pMpofefts  Lore  and  Realbn  might  havt 

gone  hand  in  haisd$  the  old  Mar* 

^s  pcrliaps  would  haveddtfled  from 

^eriecuting  me.    I  muft  have  AiflTercdi 

It  is  tme,  from  my  averfon  to  a  cloi* 

§tn ;  but  Tirtnt,  being  fne  fvoar  any 

afarmc,   would   faaire  afforded '  fome 

comfort  t  m  repreieDtiog  me  iinnoaiied 

aod  valued  by  a  Jover  truly  dear,  and 

ivho&  picfinrration  was  of  fudi  confe- 

^otoce.     Tbie  day  my  ruin  is  com- 

pfeated  r  continued  I,  iiedding  a  tor* 

mc  of  tears.  <  What  will  be  not  think  I 

What  kas  he  not  lOom  to  imagine ! 

He  iads  me  in  the  hands  of  another  j 

howeror  iaaoeeot  I  may  be,  he  fur- 

prises  him  at  my  fieet.    Aj^iearances 

are  i^aiaft  me;  he  wiH  never  letnm. 

Three  hours  were  ipent  -  in  the  moft 

melsieboly  fituarions   no  account  of 

what  had  palled,  which  my  imagination 

leprefimaed  very  tragical.     The  ftri^ 

bommrof  Smut  Fal  was  too  notorioas; 

not  to  lender  it  more  than  probable.   I 

eould  Boc  forbear  thinicing  he  rouft  have 

mniied  ia  the  combat,  Hnce  he  thus 

(eft  me  a  picy  m  racking  uncertainty  t 

this  noticm  .£aciiering  ftrengtfa,  let  me 

mm  the  cooKqnencee  of  fuch  a  terrible 

al&ir.  Jt  was  aatund  to  expc6b  being 

iciacd,  and  laade  refponfible  for  what 

my  imagiaatioa  leprefented   to    have 

happened,  as  the  cauie,  though  very 

iuioocnt  of  the  quarrel :  in  this  ca(e  I 

Ind  no  room  to  flatter  myfelf  |  on  the 

esotmry,  it  was  reaibnable  to  fuf^ofe  I 

Aould  find  no  favour,  butmeet  wuh  the 

itwcreft  Xrctttinent. 

Such  ;)yft  alarms  produced  other  re* 
iledions.  I  thought  n  high  idme  to  con* 
fidcrferiouaywhatlhadtedo.  Flight 
6emed  the  hdB:  grounded,  as  well  as 
tifeft,  and  which  conlbquently  1  refolv- 
ledoQ.  Money  I  did  xiot  want,  (fori 
^got  to  mention  a  pur(e  of  gold  I 
mod  in  the. commode r)  but  I  repeat  it 
once  more,  -l  ^«s  no  loneer  that  Jenny, 
mifols  of  So  much  reloljiition  'in  any 
adventure :  plenty,  eafe,  confulting  my 


lie. 


icft  akme^  I  ioved  lo  be  at  my  eaJ 
;Bid  die  appreben(ion  of  ix^ng  c^erwii^! 
gave  me  lio  fmall  anxiety.  A  ferv^e  I 
eeuld  not  thin/t  of  witb  {lotience  t  an^ 
yet  the  only  nteans  which  prefente^ 
4PBiel?e^  MIX  a  icryice,  or  to  ^ork 


for  » livilihood.  What  could  I  fet  a- 
bout  ?  I  knew  nothing,  and  could  fcarct 
wait  on  myfelf.  It  lipified  nothing  xq 
debate  the  thing;  a  thouiand  obftaclea 
oppoied  tbemfelves  to  what  my  vtrtu^ 
Domted  out:  it  did  not  yield,  indeed* 
put  maintained  it*s  ground  j  yet,  fulliej 
as  it  was  by  fo  many  concurring  acci- 
denu,  it  no  longer  calt  forth  thole  bright 
tays  it  had  formecly  done,  when  not 
weighed  down  with  the  follies  of  th« 
age.  I  Taw  plainly  rav  wretched  opodi- 
tiott,  and  bewailed  it  t  but  that  was  all  $ 
J  came  to  no  refolution. 

It  was  now  near  ten  at  night,  and  ao* 
thing  determined.  I  knew  not  which 
way  to  turn  mv£blf  i  overwhelmed  as  ^ 
vras,  J  never  thought  of  eating.  My 
cook-maid,  (who  was  mightily  takea 
with  me  from  the /ir^  and  whou  good* 
nature,  which  far  AirpaAed  that  of  my 
waiting-woman,  made  her  morc;con(ide^ 
rate  and  attentive)  came  to  look  for  me 
in  my  clofet.  I  ihall  make  no  difficulty 
to  enter  into  a  detail  of  what  palTal  be- 
tween us,  as  it  proved  aftei  wards  to  bt 
ofcoofe^ace.  *  ^adyof  ours!*  faid 
/he  very  uuiocently,  *  do  people  live  heiK 

*  on  tbe  air?     Why,  your  fupper  haa 

*  been  ready  thefe  two  hours.    JeAi^ 

<  Maria  V  cried  ihe,  holding  her  can* 
die  to  my  face,  «  you  are  all  in  tears ! 

*  Can  perfons  at  your  age  have  any 
'  thing  to  trouble  them  ?  Mercy  on  us  I 

<  what  will  become  of  others,   wbe9 

*  fuch  fweet  babes  take  things  to  hearth 

*  Juft  Heavens  I   I  am   rarely  fitted^ 

*  U'uly  i  W  of  the  frving.pan  into  the 

*  fire;  my  iaft  miftreis  was  always 
«  grumbling,  growliiig,   fnarling,  and 

<  throwing  things  about ;  this  here  criet 

*  like  a  child  1  Patience;  every  one  has 
.*  their  humour.     But,  in  plain  trutl^ 

<  what  makes  you  take  on  thus  ?  You 

*  want  for  nothing.  Have  you  nc^ 
«  a  good   Jodging,   well  furniihed;  a 

<  large,  in  come  i  As  for  youth  or  beau* 
'  ty,  Heavun  be  praifed,  we  need   pot 

*  go  from  home :  lb  that  you  are  much  tp 

*  be  pitied  truly !  Pies  on*t,  what  would 
.«  you  do  if  you  were  in  my  place,  fim- 
f  pie  as  I  iiand  here)     Gracious  Sa- 

*  ViqurP  continued  the  good-natured 
creature,  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  *  J 
5  wairant  yjs,  all  this  is  fur  the  lofs  of 

*  her  hu(band !  Wei),  he  ii  gone,  an^ 
i  there  is  an  end  on't.  For  one  cold  one» 

*  there  are  a  thoufand  warm  ones.  Wo 
f  (t^'f.  ofiilfB  our  market  |  we  livej  Hea- 

S  ;^  «  ve» 
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*  ven  be  praifed,  in  a  counti^  vdiere 

*  they  are  a^  plentiful  as  the  imreries  of 

*  a  kitchen -wench  !'  . 

I  could  pot  forbear  fmiling  at  my 
maid's  Qonaparifons  and  manner  of 
comforting  me.  I  told  her,  however,  to 
leave  me,  and  that  I  did  not  intend  to 
eat.  *  "Then  I  muft  e'en  fail  too,*  con- 
•^nued  (he ;  *  for  it  would  not  be  right 

*  in  me  to  regale  whilft  my  good  mif- 

*  tieff  is  in  affliflion.     Well,  well,  it 

*  won't  kill  me ;  if  I  go  without  my 

*  Tapper  to-night,  lil  eat  two  to-raor- 

*  row.*  Barbara  (for  that  was  her  name) 
left  me  faying  this.  Her  compaflion 
moved  me ;'  I  called  her  back,  and  or- 
dered her  to  go  to  fupper.  *  Come,  then,' 
faid  ftie,  *  weMl  compound  the  mattei* : 

*  if  you'll  but  fup  a  porringer  of  broth, 

*  I'll  undertake' to  eat  as  mu'ch  as  any 

*  four  in  the  parifli;  otherwife  I  can 

*  out-faft  our  curate,  the  greatcft  peni- 

*  tentiary  in  all  the  country,  and  a  very 
5  good  man,  if  he  did  not  love  money, 
«  and  here  and  there  a  pretty  girl :  you 
f  know  what  I  mean.    If  it  were  not 

*  for  fuch  little  fooleries,  they  fay,  he 
f  might  have  been  a  faint  long  ago; 

*  but,  h'ke  the  reft  of  the  world,  he 
■  loves  h'imfelf:  and,  after  all,  he  may 
f  hot  be  fo  much  to  blame  as  people 

*  pretend.' 

I  endeavoured  a  fecopd  time  to  lend 
Barbara  away,  lofing  all  patience  through 
Jicr  nonfenfe.-  When  we  are  under  af- 
£i£lion,  every  thing  incommodes  us; 
but  this  day  I  was  deftined  to  be  em- 
broiled/ *  Be  gone'/  faid  l  very  ha- 
stily ;  <  do  you  wink  I  have  nothing  to 

*  do  but— .^'    *  Well,  Madam,  I  am 

*  gone,*^  faid  (he,  without'  (lirring  an 
inch }  « I  fee  ifpul  weather  gathering, 

*  and  you  muft  be  obeyed.     How  one 

*  may  be  deceived !  I  could  have  fwom, 

*  with  fo  much  good- nature  in  your 
^  face,  you  would  never  be  an]^ :  but 
«  they  fay,  one  (hould  never  judge  of 

*  people  by  iheir  looks  5  and  I  fancy, 
«  tvhen  you  have  a  mind,  you  can  fcold 

*  as  well  as  another.  Heavens  be  praif- 

*  cd!  women  of  my  rank,'  that  wds  her 
«xpreflion,  *  are  bom  to  fuifer.  I  lived 
«  with  one  Mademoifelle  D'PJbieux, 

«  who,  like  you ^*    *  Mademoifelle 

«  D'Elbieux  !'  cried  I,  ftruck  with  the 
iiamej  *  where  is  (he  ?*  —  *  Why,  are 

*  you  acquainted  with  her  ?'  anfwered 
Barbara.  *  No,'  faid  I,  diflcmbling  the 
truth  5  «  but  a  friend  of  mine  knOwi 
«  hcr.w  So  much  the  better,  if  ypu 


'  are  not  acquainted,*  replied  Basbam  | 
'  (he   is  m  malicious  roifs^  or   ladyi 

*  which  you  pleafe,   now  (he.  it  mart 

*  ried  :  our  vilUge  has  a  good  riddanc^ 

*  of  her ;    iht  phtgued  us  oat  of  our 

*  lives  when  (he  came  to  pafs  the  fum^ 
?  mcr  there,  which  was  only  every  year** 
— *  What  Is  the  name  of  your  village  ?» 
faid  I,  extremely  furprized  that  what  f 
heard  (hould  agree  fo  well  with  the  place 
of  my  birth.     *  If  you  imagine  I  have 

*  foigot.  Madam ,'  replied  Barbara,  *  yen 

*  are  miftaken ;  my  memory  is  not  (b 

*  (liort,  nor  is  it  fo  long  iince  I  came 

*  from  thence :  it  is  called  D— —  5  and 
^  though  the  leaft  in  the  foreft  of  Fon- 

*  tainebleau,  it  is  not  behind-hand  witk 
<  the  be(t  of  them ;  a  perfea  little  pa» 

*  radife  on  earth.   I  long  to  end  mj 

*  days  there :  but  patience  !  all  in  good  ' 

*  time,  if  God  grants  my  life  \  every 
'  *  thing  has  it's  day;    fomething  mutt 

*  be  laid  up  to  /prevent  (brviog.  We 

*  are  poor  folks,  it  is  true,  but  very 
'  honeft ;  and  our  family,  God  be 
'  praifed!  has  nothing  to  reproach  it* 

*  felf  with,  except  one  of  my  niecea, 

*  who  has  made  noife  epough,  and  they 
'  fay  will  make  h^r  fortune ;  but  tbera 
?  is  not  one  of  us  would  be  in  her  place; 

*  for  it  is  a  proverb  in  our  village,  Mtre 

*  honour  and  left  money  \  a  good  nam$ 
f  is  better  than  a  golden  gir^eJ* 

Upon  this  ^e  went  away.  Let  any 
one  imagine  the  confternation  I  was  ia 
to  find  ^ny  cook- maid  to  be  my  own 
aunt  *y  for  by  what  (he  faid,  (he  was  my 
father's  fiiller.  This  is  one  of  tho/eac- 
cidents,  which  are  lea  ft  expelled,  an^ 
make  the  deepeft  impreflion.  I  could 
have  wi(hed  to  have  entered  a  little  more 
into  particulars  wi^h  this  good-natured 
fimple  relation  I  biit  \  thought  it  pro- 
per to  take  another  opportunity  of  alk« 
mg  abundance  of  queftibns,  which  oc« 
curred.  My  head  yras'  toO  much  per- 
plexed to  take  the  nece(rary.  precautions 
prudence  would  fuggeft,  in  order  to 
prevent  betraying  my  felf  in  fpch  a  con-p- 
yerfadon. 

Good^natpred  Barbara,  or  rather  my 
aunt,  prefently  brought  me  a  porringer 
pf  broth.  I  received  it  in  an  obliging 
manner,  and  behavtd  to  her  with  greu 
tendemefs.  She  went  a\vay,  fwearingr 
I  had  pl^ed  her  better  than  if  1  had 
beftbwed  an  Agnus  on  her :  this  wai 
faying  a  great  deal  for  her,'  being  very 
fond  of  relicks,  though  her  devotioai 
^as  ^dl  ordered}  %nd  jio  way  reiem* 
•  bliii| 


9HE   FOKTIfNATB   COUNTRY    MAID.      I^I 

nothing  to  do  but  to  be  menj,  for  tfa^ 
the  danger  I  apprehended  was  all  over^ 
I  adced  Barbara,  with  mat  eameftnelip 
from  whence  Oie  had  Teamed  all  thia« 

<  Here/  &id  ihe,  pointing  to  Saint  Fat 
and  the  marqui«,  who  that  mopieot  eQ«> 
tered  the  eoorti)  f  here  ia  a  convincing 

<  proof  of  what  I  fav.  God  be  praiiecn 

*  vou  areeafy,  and  that  witch  Brochan't 

*  heart  will  burft  with  fpleenT 
I  gave  no  attention  to  what  Ihe  iaids 

the  marquia  wat  at  my  feet;  he  had 
feiaed  my  hands  i  endeavoured  tolpeak, 
but  wa$  not  able,  nor  was  I  to  prevent* 
his  careiTcfj  my  tears  alone  could  force 
their  way,  ao  defpicable  language  oft 
fuch  an  occafion. 

Saint  Fal  was  ftill  filent  i  leaning  on 
:he  back  of  my  chair,  from  whence  I 
had  not  power  to  rife,  he  feeroed  to  wait 
he  refult  of  the  iiril  eipotion.     ^  I  have 
brought   you  back,*  faid  he  to  me, 
a  tender  and  a  faiih^l  lover.  Appear- 
ances impofed  on  bim  but  for  a  mo- 
ment, and  I  bad  no  di/HcuIty  in  con- 
vincing him  how  deferving  you  are  of 
his  alFe^ions.     Twenty  times  he  hat 
bJuftied  to  think  he  could  fufped  your 
conduct  I  and  wc  fhould  hare  been 
here  h>gr  hours  ago,  had  we  not  met 
with  my  uncle.     I  tnfily  forefaw  how 
much  you  mult  fuftei  from  your  appre- 
henfions,  and  Aiould  have  fent.  word 
of  our  being  prevented  from  waiting 
immediately  on  you,  through  fear  of 
giving  the  old  marquis  any  room  to 
fufpen  us,  but  that  we  thought  fuch 
a  commlflion  of  too  great  cqniequence 
to  be  entrufted  with  a  ftrangen 
•  Recover  yourfelf,  then,  Madcmoi- 
ielle;  dry  up  your  tears,  and  enjof 
without  difturbance  the  pleafure  of 
feeing  a  lover  again, who  de&rves  yon, 
as  well  for  his  honourable  intentions, 
as  by  the  great nefs  of  his  paflton.* 
Saying  this,  Saint  Fal  left  us,  promifing 
me  to  return  the  next  day.    He  went, 
as  he  faid,  to  meet  his  uncle,  in  order 
to  give  the  marquis  an  opportunity  of 
difcourfing  with  me.     My  heart  was  fo 
full,  and  To  much  aife^ed  with  the  pre* 
fence  of  a  lover  too  dear  to  me,  that  I 
was  tcarce  able  to  return  a  bow  to  this 
generous  friend; 

At  any  other  time,  I  would  not  hkve 
been  left  alone  with  the  marquis ;  but 
then  I  was  in  a  difiet^nt  way  of  think- 
ing: I  felt  a  fecret  joy  to  find'myfeif 
acquitted  in  his  mind,  and  wiflied  to 
hear  it  confirmed.    My  tears  were  no 

longer 


Pphg  wt  pfPOit  feventy  of  Mademoi* 
^Sk  BrQCli«s»  my  orafs-gramed  wait* 
tsg-woiiiaii. 

I. was  am  fooner  left  alone,  but  I  was 
^bmied  again  in  reflediooc.  Varioua 
ffofefts  were  formed  in  roy  difturbed 
imagination :  fometimet  1  was  for  dif- 
conring  myfdf  without  ceremony  to 
my  aont,  and  going  back  with  her  to 
iheviHa^)  the  next  moment,  I  was 
for  retinog  to  a  monaftery,  and  con- 
ceaiing  rayielf  to  well,  aa  never  to  be 
lieaid  of  more ;  then,  again,  I  itfolved 
to  write  to  Madame  De  G  .  i ,  or  to 
go  to  her,  and  beg.  to  be  received  as  a 
Icrvaat.  In  a  word,  twenty  different 
|i:iKmes  prefentcd  themfelves,  but  I  had 
iMt  courage  tp  fyi  nppn  any  one  of 
them* 

My  laft  re(blotioB,  after  a  long  ftrag- 
gle,  was  to  go  to  Paris,  and  (hut  my* 
&lf  up  in  fome  room,  where  I  might 
fearo  Co  work,  till  i  had  recovered  my- 
iidf  fnfficiently  to  determine  what  was  to 
4ie.done.  This  rcfolution  taken,  I  ikicd 
op  my  tears,  and  then  began  a  letter 
to  the  nnrquis :  I  juftified  my/elf  in  a 
handibmc  manner,  and  concluded  with 
affuring  him,  that  (ince  he  had  thouglit 
6t  to  fufpdEi  my  condu^,  he  ihould  ne- 
ver £ce  me  more. 

In  the  fame  packet  I  inclbfed  another 
^lededto  Monfieur  De  Saint  Fal,  where 
I  ictnmed  him  thanks  for  all  his  civili- 
ties, and  al&^fed  him,  that  whatever  be- 
fel  me,  they  Ihould  always  be  fredi  in 
ny  memory.  I  told  him,  that  it  was  wjih 
tbe  greateU  regret  I  deprived  my  fel  f  of 
fa  generous  tnd  difiatereftiKl  a  friend  | 
aund  added,  that  I  0ioald  do  him  the 
pftice  to  flatter  myfelf,  that  notwith- 
#anding  what  the  woild  Qiight  think  fit 
to  fiiy'of  me,  he  would  icorn  to  con- 
/kmn  me  on  bare  appearances,  as  his 
^nfmaii  had  done.  This  offence  p^'o- 
voked  roe  io  much,  that  it  was  frequent- 
ly mentioned  in  both  my  letters. 
'  I  was  going  to.feal  them.  My  deiign 
was  to  leaye  them  on  my  toilette;  to 
pcctend  the.  next  iporning  to  take^he 
ttir;  to  lock  yp  my  apartment,  and  fend 
the  keys  to  senerous  Saint  I'al,  that  he 
ttight  with£^w  his  eliefls  ;  and  after 
the&  pr<^r  meafores,  to  uke  a  place 
in  the  coach  for  Paris :  I  vtras  beginning, 
I  fay,  to  order  the&  affairs,  when  my 
aunt  came  haftily  into  the  room,  telling 
me  to  dry  4ip  my  tears;  that  (he  had 
karned  the  occafion  of  them  from  Ma- 
toie  Dc  Gepeval  f  fervaat  |  tliai  I  had 
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longer  the  eSeft  of  defptir  t  the  trouble 
I  was^  in  feemed  a  pleafing  kbd  of 
melancholy,  and  afforded  a  iatisfafUon^ 
^ow  delightful  mull  that  pleafure  be 
^ich  come«  in  the  room  of  misfortunoe 
that  we«  ixpcfted  !  This  period  of  mjr 
life  jfi ;^ver  refledledon  but  with  the.ut- 
[mpd  content. 

'  The  moment  I  am  writing  fuch  an 
^terefting  paiTage  of  my  Memoirst  thia 
admired  ioTcr,  this  huiband,  in  whom 
I  am  now  happy/  fiupnaes  me  in  mjr 
cloiet.  He  fmileg  at  my  perplexity  in 
'  properly  exprefling  To  momentous  an 
iq>och*  He  /ays  he  wi)l  a/Tift  my 
memory  on  this  occaiiaa*  He  takes 
the  pen}  he  writes j  he  will  pot  be 
rtfa&d  t  though  he  were  pot  To  dear 
t»  me  as  he  really  is,  he  muft  be  obey- 
ed. ThaS)  indulgent  reader,  orfever^ 
critick,  you  muft  not  wooder,  if  the 
ftyle  in  the  following  ihects  is  not  al- 
ways alike:  the  Marquis  of  L.  y.  is  (o 
complailant  as^to  zmfk  me  often  in  the 
execution  of  this  work.  I  am  fenfible 
this  digreiTion,  as  well  as  my  frank 
coofeifion  above,  is  not  entirely  accord- 
ing to  rule }  but  is  there  any  to  be  ob- 
ler?ed  when  the  heart  (fC9k%  ?  I  fliouid 
chufe  to  break  through  it,  rather  than 
lofe  an  opportunity  of  mendoning  the 
moft  amiabje  of  huibands.  But,  to  re- 
turn. 

I  was  {6  tranfported,  M  I  mentioned 
above,  to  fee  a  lover  again  whom  I  gave 
•ver  for  loft,  that  I  never  thought  tHl 
now  of  making  him  rife*  I  u&d  my 
vtnnoft  endeavours  to  pccvail  pn  him  to 
change  fo  painful  a  pofture;  but,  pref- 
fmg  my  hands,  he  anfwered,  <  No, 
«  ckar^iing  Jenny,  I  will  die  at  your 

*  iiset,  if  yott  refafe  to  pardon  the  cruel 

<  outrage  I  have  committed.  {  acknow- 
s  ledgemyfelf  the  worft  of  mankind.   I 

<  tkdueht  you  capable  of  perfidy ;  I  una  - 

*  gined  my  eouun  in  pofTeiTion  of  that 
'only  tieaiure  I  covet,  and  after  which 

<  I  hkve  fighcd  fo  long.    Alas!  what 

<  did  I  not  think  ?     How  difficult  is  it 

*  to  be  impartial  when  in  love!  I  own 

<  fuch  fufpicioQs  are  highly  criminal|  I 

*  repeat  it  t   I  ought  to  have   known 

<  you,  and  that  alone  fliould  have  pre- 

*  vented  my  indulging  a  jealoufy,  which 

*  appearances  hurried  to  an  extremity.* 
What  did  not  my  heart  feel  whilft  the 

marquis  made  his  apology !  How  grace- 
fully didlie  acquit  himfelf  1  A  heart  of 
mai:ble  muft  have  been  moved  at  what 
he  iud  on  that  fubje£L  Uapf^  are  thofe 


ypung  women  wWe  iabrad  mitM  nui 
modefty  are  their  guardy  or  (trttc  edta- 

cattbn  fupplies  the  want  of  6ich  happf 
diipofitions !  With<>ut  one  of  thsi^re* 
ftraints,  I  know  not  (with  confufipa  X 
fpeak  it)  how  far  I  might  have  induigsdl 
myCtif.  The  blufties  ariiing  from  tMe 
too  endearing  reflexions,  were  looked 
upon  by  the  marquis  as  the  marks  of  a 
refentment  ftill  fubliftin^.  A  fecond  time 
he  a:QGed  if  I  forgave  him.  <  Yes,  my 
'  lord/  anfwered  I,  hiding  my  face,  *  I 
do :  at  the  fame  time  let  me  befeecJi 
you  to  forget  the  vexation  my  liften* 
>ng  to  tjie  count,  your  kinfman's  ad- 
rice,  has  perhaps  occafioaedj  I  am 
feniible  I  ought  to  have  been  die  fidi 
to  enga^  him  in  a  ouod^al  compli- 
ax)ce  yvith  your  father^s  defigns$  out 
that  very  inclination,  that  over-ruling 
deference,  at  the  (an^e  time  inftilM  « 
horror  againft  a  convent,  whicl^  necef- 
farily  implied  a^  abfolute /eparatioa 
from  you.  It  is  that  very  fufym 
which  yooi  have  infpired,  an4  has  bee^ 
but  too  much  cheridied,  that  endan* 
gered  my  forfeiting  your  eflieem  by 
£>me  tndirqretions/-7<  Ho,  adorable 
Jtnny  !*  replied  the  marquis,  ieat- 
ng  himfelf  by  me,  *  you  a^no  wi^ 
to  blam^;  rutn  oh  your  iide,  and  de« 
{pair  on  mine,  muft  have  been  the  in- 
evitajble  confequence  of  yqur  falling 
ipto  my  ifather*s  hands.  His  defig^ 
was  to  Ihutyou  up  for  life,  tits  mea- 
ftires  were  lo  well  .09neerted,'  and  bif 
orders  would  hzvt  been  Co  pundually 
obeyed,  that  I  muft  have  Ipft  you  for 
ever.  All  thi>  I  learned  but  lhe>othcr 
day;  a  fervant  of  my  Other's,  m 
whom  he  mjach  confides,  knowingm jr 
very  life  lay  at  ftake,  let  me  into  thf 
fecret/  I  took  poft  immediately  upo« 
it,  and  canae  but  a  few  hours  too  lata. 
Imagine  thie  defpair  which  ieiied  mc^ 
when  comipg  to  MadapieDe  G-^-«*8, 
I  found  )^ou  gone*  ^l^  was  'moved  a^ 
my  condition ;  and  it  wa;^  fropi  her  1 
learned  Saint  FaPa  commifiion ;  fli^ 
had  the  precaution  to  engage  my  word 
of  honour,  or  I  would  have  riiked 
m  V  life  in  extorting  from  him  the  plao^ 
where  he  had  left  you.  I  diCembled 
vvith  liim  S  fet  fpies  upon  him ;  in  fine» 
difcoyered  his  haunts*  It  was  I  wh* 
came  laft  night  to  enquire  for  you  i  tif 
Cfeak  the'  truth,  all  thefe  pniQicet^ 
the  negleft  or  rather  contempt  of  mf 
father's  orders  $  the  remaining  at  Ven^ 
MleSf  thit  lodgiogi  ail  together,  turn^ 
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•^ttfhad.  <>Ahrene«lItoiiir- 
«  frtfy  «•  I  atft  betnjrtd!  Saint  Fai  hat 
•*  tdEtfft  idfantige  m  the  tuthority  put 
**  huo  hk  hand;  Jenny  was  terrined 
^  With  it:  mycoiifiti  ishandfomej  and 
M  Jcuiy»  |Mi1ia|yt»  vnfaithfuU*'  Thit 
~  nodoBj  thtowing  tne  into  defbair^ 
Bide  tne  Watch  Saint  Pal  all  nirht. 
When  ht  eamb  to  Vai)dUeSy  I  endea* 
Toured  to  fift  hiniy  hot  not  getting 
aay  thing  out  of  him  (for  jom  was 
oat  then  arriyed)  I  blamed  my  own 
In^iidoiis.  Thinking  you  was  in 
feme  nKmaHery,  I  b^an  to  refolre 
upon  eoBuBg  to  exti  enriitiesy  and  break- 
mt  my  word,  in  order  to  force  Saint 
Vm  todtfeover  where  yon  were  fecured . 
With  this  deiigtt,  I  endeavomed  to 
find  Moo  out  I  but  hearing  be  was 
goiMc  the  evening  before,  and  not  ex- 
pedia^  to  overtake  hnn^  I  refolved  to 
wait  his  Tttum,  and  dten  revenge  the 
crfll  he  had  brought  upon  me.  Hea«- 
vmwat  naerciful,  and  ordexvd  mat- 
im  ctiierwife :  going  out  of  the  park, 
whidier  I  went  to  indulge  my  thought- 
fohicfft,  I  had  a  fight  of  Saint  Fal» 
w^iii|r  with  mat  emotion.  I  fol- 
lowed him,  and  found  he  entered  here, 
by  which  means  I  diibovered  your 
wWng. 

*  This  patt  of  the  uneafinefs,  lovely 
Jeimy*  you  made  me  undergo.  But 
judge  or  tny  defpair,  when  coming  op 
to  an  dcferly  woman,  who  warts  on 
you,  and  to  whom  I  addreiled  myfelf 
to  let  you  know  I  was  at  the  door,  I 
teamed  fnmi  her,  that  you  faw  no- 
body 9  that  the  preceding  evening  a 
nobleman  had  been  reftifed  ^  and  that 
Saint  Fal  alone  had  admittance.  I 
would  have  told  my  name,  and  per- 
fuaded  Iter  to  let  me  m.  She  replied, 
that  the  count  and  you  were  alone, 
and  flie  did  not  think  proper  to  in- 
terrorpc  you.  All  this  was  ddirered 
in  fo  myfteridus  a  maimer,  as  drfturb- 
td  me  very  much »  Ten  joui  $  -  d'ors , 
yrofered  and  accepted,  removed  all 
obftacles;  the  old  woman,  charm- 
ed at  the  fic;ht  of  the  gold,  was  ib  far 
bum  contmuing  refra^ory^  that  of 
iter  own  accord  (ht  propoftd  concesd- 
ing  me,  provided  I  gave  lUy  promlfe 
that  1  would  never  difcover  her  eom- 
plailance,  nor  what  fltewasgomgto 
i^ortto  tne.  The  more  myftery  file 
m&tdf  *the  More  my  fu/^icions  ib- 
»ea6d.  Otv^  me  leave  to  paf^  over 
in  fience  the  iixtpertiu^ct  iht  ^t 


«  guflty  of  in  your  r^ard.*  Here  I 
interrupted  the  marquis, .  and  would 
know  what  a  fervant  could  pretend  to 
fay  of  me,  with  whom  ihe  had  been  but 
two  days  acquaimed.  It  was  with 
fome  difficulty  the  marquis  fatisfied  roe 
on  this  head}  he  owned  that  Brochan 
had  given  him  to  underftand,  that  Saint  ; 
Fal  comforted  me  in  my  affliftion  fur  * 
the  lofs  of  a  hufband,  and  uoon  that  ac- 
count I  refufed  all  other  vifits.  *  For- 
<  f^rt  me  once  more,*  cried  the  mar- 
quis, feeing  me  moved  at  this  detail  | 

*  I  know  very  well  I  ought  not  t6  have 

*  given  the  leaft  credit  to  it}  but  one 

*  would  imagine  every  thing  confpired 

*  to  involve  me  in  guilt.    I  firn^  Saint 
«  Fal  at  jour  feet )  your  expreflions  ara 

*  endeanng:  he  kiifes  your  handf  you 

*  60  not  refent  it.    Could  any  man,  aa 

*  much  in  love  as  myielf,  calmly  be- 

*  hold  fo  intersfting  a  fcene  t  But  what 

*  dolfay?  Oughtl  tobefurpizedthat, 

*  my  coufin  Ihould  wear  your  chains f 

*  or,  rather^  ought  I  not  to  expea  aa 

*  many  rivals,  as  there  are  men  who  be- 

*  hold  your  charms  V 

This  difcourfe  concluded  with  the 
tendci:eft  marks  of  the  moft  livelf  paf- 
fion.  The  marquis  expiefled  himfelf 
yinth  £0  much  ardour,  as  would  not  by . 
any  means  admit  of  the  leaft  iaterrup* 
tiofa :  however,  I  gained  fo  much  over 
myfelf,  as  to  refer  the  fequel  of  a  con* 
verfation,  which  concerned  me  fo  near- 
ly, to  the  next  day,  telling  hm  it 
was  paft  midnight,  and  that  decency 
required  he  ftiould  retire.  Ever  com- 
piaifant  and  traftable,  he  obeyed,  kiOing 
my  hand.  I  plainly  perceived,  by  his 
countenance  and  addrcfs,  that  he  wifli- 
ed  for  fomething  more.  I  thought  I 
might  allow  him  a  kifs,  and  turned  my 
cheek  to  him ;  but  with  fo  Unuch  coi^fu- 
fion,thathe  cafijy  perceived  it  was  the  firft 
favour  I  ever  beftowed  on  any  man,  and 
for  which  he  was  entirely  beholden  ta 
the  iincerity  of  my  paiCon. 

The  emotion,  occafioned  by  fo  many 
dfflet«nt  advemures,  was  too  great  to 
fufVer  me  toen  joy  that  repofe  which  might 
nsturaUy  arife  from  the  endearmg  be- 
havfovfr  of  the  marquis.  Hitherto  I 
Kkd  been  an  entire  ftranger  to  that  mo- 
diih  complaint  of  the  ladies,  called  va- 
potn^ ;  but  this  night  I  fufficiently  e«- 
perienced  the  violence  of  thenai  and  i# 
was  day-break  befoie  I  began  to  reft. 

Tender  Barbara  came  to  wake  mfa 
ibout  two  in  the  tfftemoon,  alarintd  at 

IT- 
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^  rof  prbFound  (feep;  She  informed  me 
that  Saint  Fal  had  called  in  the  morn- 
ing* I  could  not  but. admire  his  dif- 
cictipn ;  my  iimple  aunt  frankly  own- 
ii>g  it  was  not  her  faulty  that  he  did  not 
cunac  into  her  bed-chamber)  but  he  re- 
fufed  ity  left,  as  he  faid,  my  reft  mi^ht 
bt  difturbed.  We  h!)ve  not  many  m- 
iljncet  of  fuch  moderation  t  the  mar- 
quis has  fince  owned,  he  ihould  not 
Lave  behaved  fo  well. 

I  toojc  this  opportunity  of  remon- 
ftrating  very  mildly  to  my  aunt,  that 
(decency  required  (he  (hould  never  fufler 
^ny  one  to  come  into  my  chamber  when 
1  was  in  bed.    As  (he  meant  no  liarm» 
thi.^  was  (uBicient  to  make  her  promi(e 
to  b*  TTiojte  upon  her  guard  for  the  future. 
I  was  fittmg  down  to  dinner,  when 
tht  marquis  came  in,  more  amiable  than 
ever  \  his  drefs  veas  exceedingly  genteel^ 
and  the  fatisfaftion  vifible  in  his  coun- 
tenance gave  him  fo  charming  an  air,  as 
could  not  but  with  difficulty  be  with- 
ftood.     His  converfation  was  lively  and 
afiefting.    I  a(rured  him,  as  often  as  he 
defired,  of  my  rcconcilation.    How  dear 
and  fleeting  are  the  moments  fpent  with 
thofe  we  love !    The  clock  ftritck  four, 
when  we  had  ftill  a  thoufand  things  to 
fay,  and  were  fo  taken  up  with  each 
other,  that  if  Barbara  had  not  reminded 
me  of  dinner,  I  (hould  have  palTed  the 
whole  day  without  en  ting.     The  mar- 
quis made  a  thoufand  apologies  for  hav- 
ing  undeiignedly  given  occalicn  hr  this 
delay.     I  aiked  him  with  a  fmile,  whe- 
ther he  would  venture  on  fuch  a  meal  as 
was  ready.     He  was  tranfported  at  my 
propofal,  thinking  himfelf  much  oblig- 
ed.    Barbara,  whom  I  did  not  blvdi  to 
call  aunt,  was  ordered  to  ferve  up  dinner 
immediately.    We  fat  down  to  table  5 
and  love,  as  will  eafily  be  imagined,  fiip> 

5 lied  the  place  of  a  third  perlbn.  After, 
inner,  we  entertained  each  other  with 
the  detail  of  all  that  had  paffed  (jnce 
ourfeparation.  Adventures,  reflexions, 
nothing  was  omitted,  not  even  Saint 
Agnes*s  hiftory,  whi^b  I  related  to  the 
marquis,  and  the  (hare  I  had  in  eyerv 
diing.  which  regrarded  that  dcai*  friend. 
My  lover  affured  me,  that,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  our  mutual  friend(bip,  he  would 
employ  all  his  intereft  for  letting  afide 
her  vows,  and  l^med  much  concerned 
that  I  h^  not  by  me  the  letters  entruft* 
ed  to  my  care,  for  that  he  would  have 
difpatched  Dubois  exprefs  to  the  M  ■  ■ 
with  them,  as  tbey  were  diie^cd|  and 


have  heard  fome  tiding  of  Mdi^otiTf  • 
I  informed  the  marquis  mto  whole  band^ 
I  had  delivered  them,  and  thenoe  tbola 
an  occafion  of  acquainting  him  with 
Lindamine*s  adventures.  He  had.  aT* 
ready  heard  of  them,  and  exprefled  him* 
felf  ver^  much  in  her  favour. 

The  converfation  turned  infen(ibly  oiv 
Saint  Fal.  If  jealoufy  were  the  fUod- , 
ard  of  love,  I  ought  to  have  been  very 
well  fatisfied  with  the  vivacity  of  tbe 
marquis's  paflion.  He  a(ked  a  thou- 
fand que(tions  concerning  that  of  bis 
coufm :  I  anfwered  them  very  Jincerely. 
I  difcovered  that  the  detail  gavfe  him 
pain ;  but*  at  the  fame  time,  I  obio^ed 
with  pleafure,  he  did  Saint  Fal  )u(Hce| 
even  fo  far  as  to  tell  me,  that  Saint 
Fal*s  honour  was  fo  much  to  be  relied 
on^  that  though  he  knew  him  to  be  his 
rival,  and  was  himfelf  inclined  to  be 
jealous,  yet  if  my  affairs  required  it,  he 
Ihould  not  hefitate  a  moment  to  leave  me 
in  his  power.  I  anfwered  with  a  finjley 
that  yny  way  of  thinking  was  a  fufii. 
cient  g^vernefs.  To  which  he  replied 
with  the  fame  good-humour,  he  did  not 
queftion  it,  but  that  his  chief  dependence 
was  on  the  regard,  he  flattered  himlelf^ 
I  had  for  him.  I  remember  I  looked 
on  him,  at  that  inftant,  with  (b  mu^h 
tendemefs,  that  he  might  eadly  difcern 
the  natural  modefty  of  the  fex  hid  fnms 
him  a  part  of  what  then  palfed  in  mv 
brealt.  '.  . 

The  emotion.  I  perceived  in  his  eyea 
making  me  apprehenfive  left  my  own 
had  betraved  me,  and  he  fliould  reflet 
we  were  alone,  I  aflced  him,  in  order  to  , 
divert  his  thoughts  another  way,  whe- 
ther he  could,  with  as  little  difKculty, 
give  an  account  of  hi^  owfi  behaviour^ 
as  I  had  done  of  mine.     <  What  ac- 

*  count  can  I  give  you,*  reptied  the 
marquis,  *  but  of  a  great  deal  of  impa- 
'  tience  and  vexation  ?  Several  copies  of 

*  letters  wrote  to  my  charming  Jenny, 
'  but  prudentiallv  fuppreffed  ?'-»<  Have 

*  a  care,'  replied  I,  looking  very  ear- 
neftly  at  him,  *  what  you  fay.  I  hare 
^  been  informed  of  a  certain  fair  lady 

<  at  Pont  a  lidtouffon  who  was  altogether 

<  indiflerent  to  you:  that  you  found  a 

<  good  deal  of  amufement  in  thofe  parts  i 

*  and  that  another  lady->-*     <  Good 

<  Godr  cried  the  marquis,  interrupting 
mt  and  fmiling,  <  who  could  have  told 

*  you  all  thete  flories?  I  know  none 

*  but  Dubois  capable  of  making  fuch 

*  blunders*    He  has  been  tirinz  you* 

•1  flip- 
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*  t  Inppoftf  with  the  adyentom  that 
^  cooBfiy  fdrniftie^ ;  and  9%  they^  are 
}  freqiient  enough,  he  has  brought  me 

<  in  67  Ikead  and  fliouldert,  in  order  to 

*  dilcover  whether  your  regard  for  mte 

*  Woold  take  the  alarm.'*— <  A  very 

*  Quotable  nim»  truly  !^  cried  I  laughing, 
f  This  introduaion  t6  what  you  (hall 

*  think  fit  to  r^fe  ii&akes  me— ^* 

*  Aiasy  lively  jenny!*  replied  the  mar- 
i|^t  «ery  eameRly,  *  this  Is  t6o  ierious 

*  a  AibjcA  to  }eft  with.    Can  you  imi- 

*  giAe,  c&at  wheit  you  poflefs  the  heait 

*  <d  oat  whofe  ftrift  honour  equals 

<  imne,  t]iere  can  be  any  room  for  othef 

<  dbfeasr— «  I  am  willing,  my  lord,* 
Y^aedl,  *  tdczeditwhatyoOfari  ito- 
«  vertfteleft,  I  (hall  not  difpenfe  with 
*<  your  giving  a  detail  of  your  ftay  in 
«  I.aiTaine'/  I  '^as  velry  pre/ling  on  this 
ftbjeft.  Wliaftver  fen-love  itoight  dic- 
tate, I  would  not  rely  on  the  power  oX 
jtsf  chairais)  or  {perhaps  I  (6ught  the  , 
j^icaliupe  of  having  a  farther  oonfirma- 
jSaik  6f  a  pafllon  already  (b  endearing* 
Be  it  as  it  will,  my  lover  feeing  me  ob- 
feaiatdy  bent  oia  hearing  the  relation, 
Aoi^t  fit  to  iatisfy  t^y  curiofity  ih  the 
Ibllowiflg  words. 

<  The  iSetail  of  vtij  adventiirei,  cHardi- 

*  ii^  jdBnV,  will  n6t  bte  very  long.    A 

*  piufodna  mdaHi^holy  ttxnA  me  on  my 

*  aiiival  in  Lorraine :  I  fddom  went 

*  out  6f  my  chamber  except  to  church. 
^  Dubois,  &eing  me  j^ine  away,  thought 

*  pioper  to  engage  me  to  take  the  air 
^  and  fa  tompany.  Finding  me  aVerfe 
^  to  what  be  propofbd,  and  bbfervtrtg 
^  me  to  grow  wcm  and  worfe,  he  ap> 
^  nlied  to  a  phyfician  of  note  in  the 
'  town  Where  we  were,  and  eUtteatbd 
'  him  to  tome  to  |ikie.  In  brder  to  pre- 
^  pare  me  idc  the  rece^ion,  he  faid  I 

^  mi^t,  if  I  pleafed,  bury  myfelf  alive }  ' 

*  but  that  I  could  not  xefure  vifit^,  and 

*  mdk  exjie^  them ;  though,  according 
'  to  the  eftabli(hed  euftom,  I  ought  to 

*  have  prevented  thofe  who  (hewed  me 

*  that  civilfty. 

'  The  api^henfion  I  was  under,  left 
^  my  vatet  d<e  chambre  (hodld  have 
'  made  me  guilty  of  ill -breeding,  by  in- 

*  VitiUg  ih  my  name  any  one  to  vifit  me, 

*  ^ca£m«d  my  giving  him  a  fevere  kt- 
^  prinbmd.  Theg^try  of  thofe  pirts  are 

*  people  of  worth,  bilt  very  liice  in  point 
'  of  pun^ftilio;  and  I  ihould  have  becii 
^  iivmlling  t9  have  given  any  offence, 

*  for  feveral  reaibni.    Dubois  made  me 

*  afy,  1^  airing  iiie>  that  he  was  no 


way  blameable  as  to  this  poniculart 
having  6nly  defired  a  phyliciail  to  call 
bpon  me.  At  that  inftant  the  doAor 
lent  in  his  name  i  he  entered  the  room 
very  genteelly  ^  but  I  little  expefUd 
to  much  plemQtry  ftom  him.  Hit 
name  is  Le  Lorrain,  proper  enough  to 
remind  him  of  the  place  of  hit  birth* 
Infkead  of  phyfick^  this  meity  compa* 
nidn  propo(ed  a  party  of  pleaifure.  He 
(iid,  I  wa*  h<yt  fit  to  keep  my  cham* 
ber,  but  muft  take  the  aitr,  to  which 
the  (ine  weather  invited  me :  thit  hit 
firft  pntbription  was,  that  I  (hould  gd 
evo^  dav  to  a  little  box  he  had  at  t 
fmall  dillance,  where  I  might  poifibly 
meet  with  eood  company}  that  good 
wine  and  fine  women  ^ere  admirable 
itmediet  in  all  hypochondriack  cafes. 
Every  phrafe  was  A^afoned  with  a 
fmile,  and  the  tongUe  moifienin^  hit 
lips,  drrved  for  commas  and  points. 
In  a  word,  lovely  Jenny,  t  never  met 
with  fo  jocofe  a  phyfician*  I  was  fo 
taken  with  him,  and  his  ^afy  behavi* 
our  wal  fo  Agreeable,  that  I  made 
him  dine  with  me.  All  the  while  we 
were  at  table,  he  entertained  me  with 
leveril  diverting  paflages.  In  the 
evening  we  went  to  his  country -houft; 
and  found  fome  good  company.  I 
did  hot  f^tteive  the  ladies  were  m  the 
leaft  aukward,  as  they  are  generally  re- 
pt^fented :  their  drefs  was  Ve^ry  fafhion  - 
able;  their  accent,  it  is  true,  not  fo 
good  as  at  Paris;  neverthelcfs^  I  muft 
o^n  that,  in  point  of  good-breeding 
and  politeneft,  they  a)x  no  way  infe- 
rior to  the  Pari  iians. 
«  My  phyfician  dined  With  me  the 
next  day.  He  prefcribed  for  me  with 
his  uAiaf  facetioufnefs,  and  for  the  fir  it 
time  I  Was  prevailed  upon  to  have  te- 
courfe  to  an  apothfccary^s  (hop.  I 
found  great  benefit  from  what  I  took> 
and  never  enjoyed  a  better  fiate  of 
health .  it  were  to  be  wifhed  that  all 
GUI'  doAors  behaved  in  this  manner* 
Befides  his^eat  (kill,  he  has  the  knack^ 
of  ptitting  bis  patients  in  good  heart, 
which  is  at  leaft  half  a  cure. 
«  In  the  affairs  of  life,  the  firft  ftep  is 
all.  Though  melancholy,  arifingfrom 
vour  abfence,  hung  upon  me,  yet  I 
had  a  relilh  for  company )  but  what 
chiefly  drew  me  frequently  to  one  par^ 
ticular  houfe  was,  the  near  relem- 
blance  which  the  Countefs  de  Cha- 
ree's  eldeft  daughter  has  of  you,  ip. 
tvety  thing  except  her  temper  and 
'  X  'heighti 
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height)  I  thought  I  fawyou  when- 
•ever  J  was  in  her  cofTipany.  Thi? 
young  laity's  dllers  are  perfons  of  • 
great  iperit.  MademoireileDc  Charee,  • 
jhe  youngcft,  is  made  up  of  charm$  5 
her  brother  as  fine  a.  gentleman  as 
any.  I  know:  the  mother  of  this  amia-  ■ 
ble  f;i|nily)  to  a  great  decorumi  joins 
ft  grs^efiil  beiiaviour  btyonj  imagi- 
nation. I  muft  leave  yyu  to  judge 
how  well  I  was  pleafed  >yith  (o  en- 
gaging a  famiiy  i  and  indeed  I  fper^t 
luoft'  of  my  time  there  with  a  leleft 
^et  of  acquaintance :  among  the  rell, 
IhidthepleafureofCquntDc  U  Mc- 
fon's  company  j^MaderaqifclIe  De  Sa- 
i^,  bis  niece,  made  one  in  that  groupe 
of  bea^tiesi  and  was  no  lefs  diilin- 
guifiied  ^yMr  wit  than  her  charms. 

*  The  ntoll  intimate  of  my  acquain- 
tSLUCCf  and  who  remain  fuch,  are  Mef- 
fieursJDc  Gombervatilt,  D'Atel^  and 
Deilandres.  I  had  been  very  inti- 
mate with  a  certain  gentleman,  named 
Saint  Alu,  a  perfon  of  worth}  bul 
our  friendlhip  fuffered  from  fome  ill- 
grounded  fufpicionsi  and  was  finally 
broke  off  .by  con (Irufl ions  as  wrong 
made  as  underllood. 

*  1  be  juftifying  my  chara^cr  to  yon> 
IS  of  too  great  concern  npt  to  demand 
a  fuccindl  account  of  this  rupture^ 
pcihaps  yov  are  not  of  the  fame  opi- 
nion witk  me  in  an  aiHiir  of  this  na- 
ture, audconfequently  may  condemn 
my  condufb.  I  always  looked  upon 
it  as  a  principle,  that  whoever  breaks 
with  his  friend,' iiifiinges  the  efta- 
bliflied  laws  of  fociety.  In  coniide- 
ration  of  the  firft  engagements,  every 
thing  ftiould  be  overlooked;  but  if 
thole  ties  are  to  be  laid  afide,  as  in- 
compatible with  honour  and  reputa- 
tion, a  man  ihould  leave  the  world  to 
do  him  juftice,  without  the  lealt  aft  - 
tempt  to  do  it  himfejf  ^  for  whoever 
undertakes  bis  own  juftification)  tfter 
breaking  with  bis  friend,  only  endea- 
vours to. prejudice  in  his  favour. all 
thofe  he  makes  judges  of  his  caie : 
this  he  cannot  effe6l  without  defam- 
ing his. friend,  and  confequently  com- 
mies a  fiiiult  againft  a  juit  delicacy  of 
fentiments,  his  own  choice,  and  ikl£- 
interefts  againft  proper  fentiments, 
by  putdns  himfelf  into  the  woeful 
netelllty  of  beiog  an  informer  on  one 
iide,  and  his  own  panegyrilt  on  the 
other  i^  againft  his  choice,  by  tacitly 
acknowledging  hlmlelf  miilaken  in 


<  chufing  his  friend  ^  and,  finally,  dgaiiftl 

*  felf-intereft,  by  fetting  up  judges,  whw 

*  may  very  poiUbly  condemn  Eis  con« 

*  dua, 

♦  From  what  I  have  advanced,  lovely 

*  Jenny,  this  may  be  gathered:  that  f 
'  blame  any  man  who  breaks  with  hx» 
'  friend^  fnuch  more  liim  who  feeks  to 

*  j.uftify  himfelf  for  doing  it^  butmoft 

<  of  all,  him  who  gives  occafion  to  the 

*  rupture.  However,  when  a  man,  with* 
'  out  being  wanting  in  thofe  duties  to 
'  which  friend/hip  obliges  him,, hap- 
'  pens  to  lofe  his  friend  through  a  ca- 
'  pricioufnefs  not  to  be  excnled,  and 
*■  the  rupture^  becomisg  publick,  may 

*  tamiih  his  honour,  or  that  efbem  all 

*  polity  people  are  fond  of  ^  then  hm 

*  may  be  allowed  to  ^uftify  bis  condud, 

*  obferving  always  the  cautions  before 

*  given,   to  prevent  his  chara^ler  beine 

*  called  in  queltion,  and  lofing  thoJc 

*  favourable  prejudices  whicli  introduce 
'  us  to  the  fweets  of  civU  foeiety,  or  the 

*  fecrct  fpruigs  that  animate  a  reputa« 
'  tion  of  benevolence,  to  which  we  are 
'  allowed  by  honourable  methods  t» 

*  afpirce 

*  This  lad  was   exactly  my  caie, 

*  deareft  Jenny,  at  Pont  a  Mouttbn.  1 
'  mentioned  to  you  the  great  friendihip 

<  between  Monfieur  De  Saint  Alu  and 

*  me :   it  was  really  fuch.    This  int»- 

*  macy  no  longer  fubfifts,  and  he  pub- 

*  lickly  complains  of  me;  he  perikl»> 
'  in  it:  he  has  gone  farther;  he  endea- 
«  vours  to  make  me  feel  the  eflcAs  of 

<  his  refentment ;  he  has  even  employed 
'  tlie  mod  powerful  means  to  coropleat 
'  my  ruin  ^  he  does  not  eive  over  ail 
^  hopes  of  fucceeding.  I  nave  been  ii- 
'  lent  a  longtime;,  I  have  waited  wttk 

*  patience;  heopenly  attscks  me;  thac 

*  is,  he  aims  his  blows  \\y  thofe  hand^ 

*  I  have  the  greated  reafon  to  refpe^l** 

<  Now,  then,  may  not  I  be  allowed  to 
«  jultify  myfelf  ?     I  iOiall  undertake  te 

*  do  it,  ftri^ily  obferving  the  rules  of 

*  decency  and  politeneis  I  havp  jnit  novr 

<  eitablilhed,  and  from  which  I  hopv 

*  never  10  fwerve. 

'  This  affair  in  quefiion,  difcreet  Jen* 

*  ny,  is  as  nice  as  it  is  difEcult  to  re- 
■  late.  A  fornvil  accufation  'is  laid 
'  againft  me ;  I  am  charged  with  a  vio- 

<  lation  of>  frienddiip  in  the  moft  atro* 

*  cious  manner.    My  innocence  h  tny 

*  folc  defence,  smd  my  honour  my  only 

*  evidence.  Malice,  ever  piedoijninant 
'  over  charity,  Is  on  my  advenary'* 

♦  fide. 


THE    FORTUNATE    COUNTRY    MAID.       147 


*  §4i^m  A^oft  ^uch  an  oppofitlon, 
«  wiA  what  armi  can  I  fupport  my 

*  caulc  ?  Mnft  I  not  nfeninlly  expt^ 
'  tQ  fall  imder  the  weight  f  You  alone, 
'  my  chamer,  can  encourage  me.  If 
'  you  pronounce  ientence  in  favour  of 
'  me  and  mj  Sentiments,  what  mav  I 
f  not  hope  for  from  the  goodnefs  of  my 

*  cauie,  and  the  indulgence  of  the  pub- 
*.  lick?* 

The  greater  preparation  the  marquis 
inade  for  his  adventure,  the  more  impa- 
tient I  was  to  hear  the  conclufion.  He 
took  fo  much  pains  to  win  rae  over,  that 
I  was  twenty  times  upon  the  point  of 
telling  him,  that  if  I  was  to  ht-  judge, 
all  this  would  only  contribute  to  deter- 
mine me  againft  him ;  but  the  fear  of 
retarding  a  relation,  whofc  introdijflion 
denied  to  be  of  fuch  importance,  and 
wherein  lie  appeared  principally  con- 
<cmed,  reftrained  me,  and  give  him  an 
opportunity  of  purfuin^  his  difcouife  in 
the  following  words. 

<  At  my  arrival  in  Lorraine,!  learned, 
^  with  a  great  deal  of  pleafure,  that  M. 
'  De  Saint  Alu  had  taken  up  his  refi- 

*  deoce  there:  I  was  overjoyed  j  we  had 

*  been  bred  up  together,  and  always 

*  very  intimate. 

*  We  foon  renewed  our  mutual  friend - 

*  ihip  f  and,  excepting  our  not  being  in 

*  the  fame  houfe,  wc  were  fcldom  apait, 
«  and  might  have  been  juftly  called  the 

*  wffparabUs :  we  haa  no  fccrets  for     ' 

*  each  other;  our  very  thoughts  were     ' 

*  communicated.  * 

*  There  was  a  houfe  in  the  town,     * 

*  where  I  vilited  with  lefs   ceremony     *  feeing  him  fo  frequently  i   but, 
'  than  at  other  places  j  the  freedom  I     *  quick-fighted  not  to  Aifpeft  the 

*  there  enjoyed  was  fo  agreeable,  that 

*  I  generally  cat,  or  at  Icaft  fpent  part 

*  otthe  day  there.  Saint  Alu  fre- 
'  quently  reproached  me  for  it :  he  was 

*  not  upon  very  good  terms  with  the 

*  provoft*s  lady,   (the  miftrefs  of  the 

*  houfe)  and  at  that  time  refufed  to  do 

*  juftice  to  the  merits  of  her  daughter. 
'  She  is  an  amiable  perfon,   has  a 

*  great  deal  of  wit,  and  exceeding  fine 

*  parts.  She  was  married  very  young, 
'  and  in  a  few  months  became  a  widow. 

*  She  mieht  have  married  again  very 
'  Xbon,  it  flie  had  pleafed :  fome  acci- 
'  dents,  foreign  tamy  purpofe,  had  in- 

*  lerfered.  Her  bloom -was  in  it*s  full 
'  iaftre  when   I  was  firft  acquainted 

*  with  her,  and  a  flight  knowledge  of 

*  h&  fufiiced  to  fecure  one's  cftcem  and 

*  ifttatftiB  her  behalf. 


*  -Saint  Alu  knew  there  was  fuch  • 
'  perfon  from  the  time  he  Settled  in  ^he 

*  town,  but  had  made  no  ac^uiintartce 
«  with  her.  What  !  hid  advunced  crfn- 

*  cerning  the  agreeableneft  >if  her  co'h- 

*  vcrfation,  furprlsed  him;  and  created 

*  a  deiTre  of  being  able  to  judj^^e  for 

*  himfelf.  I  introduced  him  t  he  Was 
<  received  as  an  amisble  perfon,  ahd 
'  it  was  not  lung  before  he  gattied  their 
•.elleem. 

*  He  had  fen  re c  frequented  the  houfe 

*  a  month,  when  he  fell  defperately  in 

*  love  with    the   young  widow;    his 

*  merit  had  it's  uuial  fucccfs,  and*  his 

*  courtfhip  was  not  reje^^ed. 
'  In  fine,  notwithllHnding  fome  op* 

'  pofition,    tlic  mntch  he  fo  eainelfly 

*  defired  was  at  laft  concluded,  and  he 
'  put  in  polTeiTion  of  the  happincfs  he 
»  fought. 

*  This  wedding  was  fo  far  from  mak- 
'  ing  any  alteration  in  our  friendfiiip, 
'  that  it  was  rather  increafed.  Saint 
»  Alu  could  not  live  without  me,  as  ht 
'  often  faid.  We  were  continually  to- 
'  gethtr,  and  being  willing  on  my  fide 
^  to  ihew  a  grateful  fenfe  of  fuch  an  en- 
'  dearing  deference,  I  fpent  whole  days 
'  with  the  new.  married  couple,    and 

thought  myfelf  extremely  happy.     ' 

*  Never thelcfs,  perceiving,  after  fome 
months,  that  my  friend  was  incline 
to  jc.iloufy,  I  managed  ray  vifits  with 
diicretion,  and  often  abfented  myiilf 
under  various  pretences.  For  fome 
time  Saint  Alu  was  faiisfied  with  the 
plaufible  reafons  I  ailedged  for  not 

too 
real 


'  ca\ife,  after  fome  time  be  explained 

*  himfelf}  and,  without  allowing  rtt 

*  to  make  a  reply  to  a  very 'obliging 

*  fpeech,    he  forced  me  to  promife  I 

*  would  fee  him  as  often  as  formerly. 
<  I  could  not  hold  out  againft  his  in- 

«  treaties}  they  were  fo  preffing,  and 

<  accompanied  with  fuch  franknefs,  that 
'  I  imagined  the  laws  of  friendlhfp 
'  obliged  me  to  defift  from  my  firft  di« 

*  fign. 
*  In  fmall  towns,  alTemblies  are  much 

*  in  vogue :  the  leiAire  which  abounds 

*  there  makes  time  pafs  heavily  j    to 

*  remedy  which,  gaming  is  of  infinite 

*  feirice,  by    keeping   up  correfpoii- 

<  dences,  which  could  not  fnbfift  with- 

*  out  that  interefting  primum  mohiU. 

*  Laniquenet  was  played  every  night  at 

<  M*  Saint  Alu*» :  this  amufcoient  drew 
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<  the  whole  town  thitlier ;  and  a$  they 

<  were  well  received,  and  (nuch  at  their 
'  eaie  in  hif  houfe,  g^opd  company  was 
*  never  waiitipg>  apd  it  was  generally 

<  late  before  they  parted. 

*  Qr|d  day  Saint  Alu  (en^  a  footman 
f  in  the  mornings  to  defirc  I  would 
'  fpend  that  day  with  him,  intimating 

he  would liot  be  denied:  it  was  a 
fefUval  and  very  cold  weather.  I  went 
imrpediately  to  his  houie,  where  he 
waited  for  me  to  go  to  church  i  ac- 
cordingly we  went  with  hi$  lady. 
After  dinner,  we  fell  to  play,  and 
fupped  all  three  in  the  beft  humour 
imaginable :  Saint  Alu  was  very  gay, 
and  fure  enough  I  had  little  reaibn  to 
expe^r  what  immediately  happened . 
f  Juft  as  we  role  from  table,  fome 
friends  came  in,  who  ufually  were 
;  there  early  to  begin  play.  As  people 
cannot  talk  always,  Saint  Alu,  who 
has  a  fine  hand  on  the  viol,  took  up 
the  inftrument,  and  entertained  the^ 
company  with  fcveral  pieces  of  mu- 
fick :  they  heard  him  with  great  plea- 
fure.  I  took  this  opportunity  |o  leave 
the  room>  having  been  ihut  up  the 
who^e  day,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  frefli 
air,  aiKl  a  few  moments  reiieflipn  up- 
on you,  my  deareft  Jenny!  When  we 
have  any  thing  at  heait,  folitude  is  a- 
greeable  $  and,  as  it  prefentcd  itfelf,  I 
willingly  embraced  it. 

*  To  go  to  the  room  in  which  we 

gkyed,  one  was  obliged  to  go  through 
adame  De  ^aint  AIu's  apartment. 
I  mentioned  before  the  (oldnefs  of 
the  weather.  I  had  not  been  long  in 
the.  court,  before  I  was  pierced  with 
the  frofty  air.  I  knew  there  was  a 
good  &Te  in  the  room  where  the  com- 
pany was  expelled :  I  went  thither ; 
the  door  was  open,  and  thinking  I  was 
alone,  I  (hut  it  after  me. 

*  The  candles  were  not  lighted,  which 
occaiioned  my  error,  having  no  other 
light  than  what  the  fire  alforded.  It 
jnuft  be  ot)ferved,  that  in  this  room 
there  was  a  bed,  with  the  curtains 
drawn  abotjt  i\  i  it  was  defigned  for  a 
friend  who  w^f.expe^Ved  that  night. 

*  I  was  ftanding  very  quietly  with 
my  back  to  the  ^re,  thinking  quite  of 
another  thing  thap  an  affair  of  gal- 
lantry-, when  I  heai'd  fomebody  groan. 
Surprized  at  this, '  j '  alked  who  was 
there.  A-  voice,  which  I  knew  to  be 
Madame  De  Saint  Alu's,  called  me. 

i*  lam  extremely  I  V{aidihei<*Ifound 


myfelf  chilly,  and  the  fire  hat  fimdb 
the  cold  vp  to  my  head  i  I  ap(i  fai^tise 
away. 

f  X  ran  h^ftily  to  her  afilftance.  (Ad- 
mire, dear  Jeiiny,  my  unlucky  ftara  l\ 
The  very  inftant  1  ftooped  down  tq 
raife  her  ofFtl^e  g^cvund,  ihe  door  wa^ 
thrown  open,  and  Saint  Alu  appear* 
ed.  He  ftarted  back  at  feeing  uf* 
Hfavens  P*  cried  he,  <*  what*s  this  ^ 
I  am  betrayed  I  my  wife  is  falfe,  apft 
you  are  a  villain  and  a  treacherous 
friepd  r  This  reproach,  which  I  ha^ 
io  littlfT  reaibn  to  expe^,  bereavec) 
me  of  a  prefen^e  of  mind  fufiicient  for 
my  own  )uftificatipn.  My  filence. 
without  doubt,  confirmed  [\i9  fufpi- 
cions  :  when  \  would  have  made  him 
fenfible  of  his  miftal^e,  it  was  too  late  ^ 
his  jealoufy  blinded  (liin^  he  woi\ld 
hear  nothing ;  he  ioare4  in  a  hoirible 
manner,  calling  us  ^y  a|U  the  v\le 
names  his  fury  cpuld  fuggel^.*  What 
was  to  be  done  I  Keafon  was  Io(i  on 
him  :  it  >yas  to  no  purppie  ^p  repie- 
fent  to,  him  that  the  company  in  th^ 
next  apartment,  alarmed  by  his  noiiej, 
woulcl  come  in  upon  ys,  and  be  wit-' 
nefl'es  of  this  unfortunate  mifunder^ 
landing.  He  would  not  be  appeaf-^ 
ed,  his  paffion  blinded  him,  and  h^ 
ran  headlong  on  his  ruin.  I  though^ 
it  beft  for  me,  in  fucti  cruel  circum- 
(lince^,  to  retire,  which  I  did  imnne-» 
diatcly.  What  I  had  foreTecn  hap- 
pened accordingly  j  it  was  the  hour 
for  the  aflTembly  to  meet,  the  ftair-ca(c 
was  crouded  with  company ^  and  th^ 
whole  affair  came  out.  / 

*  They  alked  me  the  meaning  of  the 
outcries  they  heard ;  I  (hrugged  up  my 
Ihoulders  'and  anfwered,   '<  I  think* 

'  fome  family  difpute.''*  To  put  an  en4 
to  it,  and  drown  Saint  Alu^s  voice* 
who  was  Hill  outrageous^  I  opened 
the  door,  and  ^ried  out,  as  if  nothing 
had  happened,  •*  The  a6^ors  arc  come* 

«  we  need  only  light  away."     1  was  11} 
hopes  Saint  Alu  might  come  to  him-     ^ 
felf,  be  appealed,  and  the  ftbrm  pafs. 

*  The  company  entered  the  room  z  it 
was  very  I  tick  y  there  were  no  lights* 
which  would  have  difcovered  a  ter-* 
rible  fccnel  Madame  De  Saint  Ali^ 
cried  t>itter]y  j  the  hufband  had  teaca 
in  his  eyes  ;  to  me  all  this  was  dif* 
cernible  by  the  light  of  the  fire.  ^ 

*  Saint  Alu,  under  pretence  of  or-» 
dering  the  candles  to  be  lighted,  left     • 
the  room  i  when  he  returned,  as  he 


THE    FOUTUNATB    COUNTRY    MAIB.       I49 


f  pflfid  by,  be  bid  me^  ii)  very  harih 

'  terms,  to  be  gone,  ai|d  never  come  into 
his  fight  any  more,"  |t  happened  un- 
fortunately that  an  ofiicer,  next  roe, 
oTcriieard  him  j  this  put  xne  under  the 
fatal  neceifity  of  not  comDlyina;,  aa 
odkcfwife  I  naturally  fhould  have  done ; 
nevertbeleiipy  a»my  fword  was  in  an- 
other room,  andj  did  not  think  proper 
to  run  any  hazard  from  Saint  Alu's 
obftinacy,  I  went  and  fetched  it.  f^is 
lady,  feeing  me  return,  Ifhewed  me,  by 
a  glance  of  her  eye,  how  much  /he  was 
coBcerned  at  my  prelcnc^j  but  un- 
fortunately, as  I  faid  before,  her  huf- 
band^s  threats  were  overheard  |  and 
in  a  ganifonM  town,  where  points 
of  honour  are  fo  much  regarded,  I 
could  not  think  of  giving  the  lead 
handle  to  people'^s  difcourfe,  efpeci-' 
ally  in  an  ^ffair  vheiein  I  was  not 
allowed  to  |uftify  myfelf.  I  remained 
therefore^  and  had  tlje  eyes  of  the 
whfde-afiembly  upqn  me.  This  made 
me  fuffer  cruelly.  To  p\it  an  end  to " 
fuch  a  troublelome  fcrutiny,  I  pro- 
posed a  duppe  to  th^  company,  and  ^t 

f  down  to  play. 
*  After  ftaying  a  fufficicnt  time,  to 

f  ihew  I  was  not  intimidated  by  Saint 

*  Alu's  menaces,  I  left  thp  houfe. 
i  Whilft  t  ftaid,  the  hufband^  much  to 
f  be  pitied^  gave  evident  prodfs  of  the. 
f  anguiib  He  was  under,  fometimes  calU 
f  ing  fo^*  his  fword,  foipetimcs  his  hat ; 
«  in  fine,  every  a^ion  betrayed  what 
f  pofied  intdriorly.  It  grieved  me  ex- 
«  ceiEvelVy  and  I  was  in  the  utmoft  de- 
f  ^r,  (or  having  been  the  occafion  of 
f  what  ha4  happened. 

«  The  pcxt  day  I  was  exceedindy 

<  fuiprized  to  bear,  that  the  lady^preU- 
f  ed  by  her  huiband,  who  pretended  to 

<  hare  fee;i  ftrange  things,  and  on  this 
'  terrible  evidence  threatened  to  l(ill 

*  her,  if  0ie  did  not  frankly  own  all 
S  that  bad  paifed,  giving  his  word  to 

<  forget  all  that  had  happened,  if  fhe 
f  (hewed  fuch  an  entire  confidence  in 
f  him:  the  lady,  I  fay,  thought  (he  had 
f  done  wonders  in  owning,  that  I  would 

*  have  taken  off  her  garters  for  a  parti- 
'  cularufe  (file  made  me  fay)  that  would 
'  bring  her  good  Ipck.    As  I  often  a- 

*  muiol  myfelf  with  cabaliftical  ope- 

*  rations  and  performing  tricks,  which, 
f  though  natural  in  themfelves,  furprjae 
f  fuch  as  are  unacquainted  with  them, 
'.  this  amiable  lady  laid  hold  on  th^ 
I  pretat  to  czcufc  herfelf^  in  hope»  her 


f  huiband,  who  knew  me,  wOuld  pxjf 

*  credit  to  it.  Saint  Alu  took  this  nc- 
f  cafton  to  have  convincing  proofs  of 
f  the  truth.  His  lady  is  truly  pious, 
f  and  he  obliged  Iier  that  Nmorning  to 

*  approach  the  facraments,  and  thea 
1  fwear  upon  her  damnation,  that  no« 

*  thing  more  had  pafled.  She  com- 
'  plied ;  and  he  agr$|ed  to  live  with  her, 

*  provided  (he  promiied  never  to  fee  me 

*  more. 

*  This,  dear  Jenny ,•  continued  the 
marquis,  *  is  the  real  truth  of  |the  ad- 

*  venture,  without  the   leaft  difguife. 

*  Far  from  blaming  Saint  AIu*s  con- 

*  duA,  and  juftifying  myfelf  by  ridi- 

*  culinghim,  I  really  pitied  him  fm- 

*  cerely,  and  always  did  him  judice. 

*  1  never  omitrcd  any  opportunity  of 
'  mentioning  thofe  good  qualities  my 
!  friendfhip  formerly  remarked  in  him, 

*  His  behaviour  in  my  regard  has  been 

*  very  different,  every  where  railing^ 
«  againft  me.     I  never  refented  it  5   an4 

*  whatever  he  may  do  to  force  me  to 

*  change  my  conduft,  I  (hall  always 

*  be  the  fame,  and  ever  avoid  doing  him 
«  the  leaft  prejudice.  This  is  the  life  I 
«  have  lead  during  my  (lay  at  Pont  a 

*  MoulTon.  Rending  and  hunting  took 
'  up  my  Icifure  hours :    but,  whatever 

*  my  amufements  were,  you  were  al- 

*  ways  prefent  to  my  imagination.* 
My  lover  related  this  adventure  with 

Co  much  candour,  that  I  no  longer  fu- 
fptcled  his  fidelity.  ,  After  this,  our 
dilcourfe  turned  upon  the  fituation  of 
my  affairs.  I  could  not  foibcar  hint* 
ing  the  uneafintfs  I  felt  at  being  a  bur- 
den to  Saint  FsHl ;  adding  withal^  that 
I  could  not  prevail  with  myfelf  to  live 
any  longer  at  his,  or  any  other  perfon's 
expence  j  that  I  was  come  to  a  refolu-  . 
tion,  which  was,  notwithftanding  my 
little  relifli  for  a  convent,  to  take  (hel- 
Xer  in  one,  as  a  place  of  fecurity  againi^ 
temptations ;  that  I  could  not  depend 
pn  mv  own  ftrength,  as  the  world  had 
it*s  charms  ;  and  that  I  ran  too  great  a 
hazard  in  fuch  a  fituation. 

The  marquis  heard  me  without  in- 
terruptiop  5  he  feemed  thoughtful.  I 
continued  to  rcprelcnt  to  him  very  ear- 
neftly  the  dangers  to  which  I  was  ez- 
pofed  i  and  to  convince  him  I  did  not 
complain  without  reafon,  I  fairly  re- 
lated the  vifit  intended  me  by  the  duke, ' 
the  remarks  La  Geneval  had  made  on 
it,  and  her  behaviour  to  me  the  day 
before. 

My 
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My  lover  fccmed  lenfible  that  I  wu 
in  the  right*  particularly^  as  to  the  dan- 
gers I  mentioned  in  Co  hvcly  a  manner. 
Jle  teplied^  (hat  he  ytfo^ld  take  till  tkt 
joext  day  to  confider  on  what  I  hivd 
^Hedged,  apd  that  he  did  not  defpair  of 
£ndin|;  fqme  expedient  between  the  two 
ftxtremes,  whica  I  fliould  approve  of ; 
protefting,  that  he  wa«  too  nearly  090- 
fcerned  m  every  thing  which  redded 
my  reputation,  not  to  concur  with  me 
in  proper  meafures.  After  Tome  dif- 
cpnrfe  on  this  (ubje^  he  retired,  aflur- 
Ing  me  that  he  would  inunediately  think 
of  Tome  method  to  make  me  eafy,  til] 
lie  had  the  hfppipefs  of  (hewing,  that 
lie  eftoemed  nothing  ia  thia  world  equaj 
%o  me. 

Thefc  laft  marks  of  my  lover's  ten- 
fiernefs  afforded  jne  much  comfort.  My 
^opes  began  to  towek'j  and  notwithftan^- 
}ng  the  many  obftacles  that  mjght  diA 
courage  me  from  expefting  a  hp(ban4 
pf  the  marauis's  quality,  (lill  I  flatteiie4 
imyielf  witQ  the  bewitching  chimera. 
Every  thing  appears  poflible,  when  ea- 
gerly dcfired.  After  ieveral  rcfle^lions 
pn  this  head,  I  bethought  mylMf  of  the 
letters  I  had  wrote  to  tlie  marquis  an4 
gaint  Fal.  I  had  a  curiofity  to  read 
them  again,  but  they  were  not  to  bp 
found.  At  fiift  I  was  uneafy,  and 
looked  earneilly  for  them,   though  in 


vain  :  nobody  had  been  jp  th^  <'9^nft 
but  the  perfon^  to  whom  they  were  ^. 
re^ed.  I  concluded  they  bad  coi|[i« 
mitted  the  robbery;  an()j  all  things  cghi- 
(dered,  was  well  enough  pleafed. 

Thefc  JctterS|  efpecially  that  to  tjjc 
^arqgisy  diiplayed  my  averfion  to  j^y 
prefent  Htuation,  and  a  difreliih  for  all 
afllftance  from  others.  I  imagined  tQ«« 
might  induce  the  marquis  to  provide  ^or 
me,  without  my  feeming  to  aik  it.  A^ 
thoufand  paifing  fancies  made  me  long 
to  depend  on  him  alone  j  I  thought  that 
would  fcreen  me  from  my  own  (crupp^ 
Ibfity.  He  had  prom ifed  to  marry  n\e, 
which  I  judged  fufiicie^t  for  my  ju^- 
fication.  This  was  a  great  itep  for  ' 
nie,  v/hofe  tender  confcience  was  oft^ 
alarmed  at  trifles. 

The  next  day  I  received  a  letter  frqn^ 
the  marquis,  acquainting  nie,  that  )icl 
could  not  fee  ipe  thefe  two  days  j  betqg 
obliged  tq  wait  on  his  father  to  Pans, 
who  had  budnefti  of  confeque^ce  that 
required  dispatch.  He  added,  he  had 
ibme  affair^  of  his  own,  which  he 
would  willingly  end  befoiV  he  faw  me. 
He  aficed  it  as  a  favour,  thut  I  would 
not  be  impatient,  hoping  that  his  return 
would  efftil:  un  agreeable  change  in  nrjy 
affairs,  and  affuring  me  I  fhould  hav^ 
no  room  to  repent  the  conftiicnce  I  hai 
placed  in  hin^. 


END   OF    THE    FIRST    VOLUME. 
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VOLUME    THE    SICOND- 


i^x^/^V  kefolvcd  to  (hut  my(elf 
^^  3>  up  during  the  absence  of 

jl    I    tf     my    dear  Uprer,  and  iee 
if  ^  nobody;    but    Madame 

^^^^<^  De  Geneva],  whom  her 
bulband  undoubtedly ^had 
Bade  ftniible  of  the  injuftice  of  her  be- 
faavioury  came  to  (ee  hm,  and  made  fe- 
▼oal  exculea  for  what  had  paffed,  by 
iffiputing  to  my  chamber- mald»  who 
vaa,  ibe  iakly  very  foul-mouthcd|  the 
caoft  of  the  unmannerly  expreilions  (he 
had  emaloyed.  How  much  foever  I 
laight  oe  provoked  againft  her,  flie 
icenied  U>  humble  and  fmcere,  that  I 
could  not  help  returning  a  civil  anfwer 
to  what  ihe  faid  on  thi$  occaiion.  I  am 
not  ill-naturcdy  but  of  a  forgiving  tem- 
per;  befides,  I  thought  it  was  to  no  pur- 
pofe  to  ihun  her  for  the  little  time  I  had 
la  ftay  at  her  houfe. 

Madame  De  Geneval  went  from  one 
extreme  to  another ;  we  were  no  fooner 
icooncilcd,  but  ihe  invited  herfelf  to  fup 
widi  me,  the  better  to  ratify  her  pardon, 
»  flie  faid.  I  was  not  yet  miArela  of  ^ 
that  faculty  which  teaches  us  politely  to  * 
set  rid  of  troublefome  people ;  I  durft 
aoc  refuie  her.  The  hulband  coming 
is,  waa  of  the  party  j  and  as  Al.  De 
Saint  Fal  arrived  the  inftant  we  were 
fitting  down  to  table,  I  obliged  him  to 
make  erne*  MonHeur  De  Geneval  en- 
tertaiped  us,  as  ufual,  with  a  thouiand 
iont%  ;  gave  us  feveral  adventures  that 
were  not  new,  jret  amuiing,  by  the  new 
tsm  he  gave  them.  His  wife  propoled 
tQ|;D  the  next  day  to  the  Park  with  me, 
a£riDg  tat  the  King  would  be  there, 
nd  that  he  intended  to  fi(h  in  the  canal. 
As  little  difpofed  u  X  was,  I  could  n6t 
V&t  tiiis  party,  for  'die  following  rea- 


Ton  i  one  of  Ceneral^s  friends,  beIoog«^ 
ing  to  the  board  of  works,  had  promiiM 
him  a  gondola  for  his  wife,  and  I  could 
not  have  had  a  iioer  occafion  of  taking 
the  air  agreeably. 

The  pleafure  I  felt  the  next  day  in 
this  party  made  me  forget  my  cares,  and 
I  was  not  forry  I  h^  confented  to  it« 
Saint  Fal  was  with  us,  and  ihewed  ua 
the  Menagerie,  Marly,  and  Meudon. 
I  admired  thefe  palacei,  which  increafed 
my  eagcrnefs  to  fet  that  of  Vtriaiiln  the 
^(l  opportunity. 

After  having  run  over  (bmc  other 
parts  of  the  Park,  waiting  for  the  king, 
who  came  pretty  late,  we  amufed  our- 
fcives  with  feeing  him  fiihing.  Ma* 
dame  De  Geneval  remarked  to  me  a  very 
handibrde  man,  who  had  his  eyes  con«. 
tinually  upon  us,  and  who,  ihe  told  me» 
was  the  very  duke  who  the  day  of  my 
arrival  had  defired  to  fee  me.  The  fear 
I  was  under  leti  he  (hould  make  an  at- 
tempt to  Speak  to  me,  obliged  me  to  le- 
turn  home,  where  we  fat  dire^y  down 
to  table. 

We  loft  no  time$  the  frefli  air  had 
given  us  fo  keen  an  appetite,  that  we  all 
played  our  parts  with  a  good  grace.  Tlu: 
difcourfe  rolled  upon  the  places  we  had 
feen,  which  occafioned  from  time  to  time 
fome  curious  anecdotes,  which  pleui- 
ed  me  much.  I  found  a  fatisfa6lion  in 
every  thing  relating  to  the  .court,  with-, 
out  guefling  the  realbn  :  my  mind  Teem- 
ed to  forebode,  that  the  day  would 
come  when  I  fhould  have  a  place  there. 

in  the  mean  tUne,  the  night  being  ad- 
vanced, Geneval  and  his  wife  retired. 
The  count  feeraed  to  have  a  great  mind 
to  talk  to  me  J  but  he  thought  proper 
to  bk'c  another  opportunity,  knowing 

my 
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fay  nic^y  of  decorum^  and  I  rouft  do 
'  liim  this  pie^  of  juftic^,  never  was  loveir 
more  afliduous»  or  more  careful  not  to 
biiend.  I  wifhed  Him  a  good  nigtit 
with  all  the  chearfulnefs  in  the  world, 
with  whicii  he  Teemed  &  ratisRcd,  that 
1  dare  fay  he  flept  well  upon  it;  Lovers 
^  adre  very  fooliih ;  the  leaft  thing  deje6lS| 
Suod  a  mere  nothing  raifes  them  agaih. 

The  next  day,  deftined  for  great 
'events,  I  rofc  extremely  gay,  with  a 
certain  unconcern  which  wai  riot  cuf- 
tdnlatju  How  eafily  we  bfecoin^  atr 
quainted  with  a  life  of  pleafure !  Like  a 
grea^  many  women,  my  looking-glafa 
did  hot  a  little  contribute  to  my  good- 
humour,  and  in  thole  days  it  Saticivd 
nie  very  much.  A  millener  who  had 
been  fent  for,  fet  me  off  in  that  tatle  and 
MiTt  that  is  tb  be  tait^ht  no  where  but 
at  Paris  or  the  court.  I  had  a  mind  to 
be  fine  thdt  day,  and  I  do  not  kno^^ 
why,  for  I  had  no  defigh  to  pleafe.  A 
pir  of  ftays,  brought  home  the  night 
befoi'e,  gave  fo  eafy  and  fo  fin^  a  turn 
to  my  fliape,  that  I  was  quite  chartned 
with  them.  Mycloaths  put  on',  nothiiig 
v^as  wantmg  tb  cetnpleat  my  drefs. 

As  foon  ai'the  ceremonies  of  my  toi- 
lette were,  over,  I  paflTed  into  my  great 
room;  I  own  my  >^eaknefs  t  I  thought 
xnylelf  very  well  $  and  1  fatd  in  my  own 
little  conceit,  it  would  be  no  misfor- 
tune to  the  marqtiis  to  have  a  wife  of 
my  air.  In  (hort,  I  fouhd  tnyfelf  hand- 
fome,  and  I  have  feldom  f^en  arty  Vrho 
iurpaflcd  me.  Let  this  vanity  be  for- 
^ven  me ;  it  is  the  phin  truth  i  I  haVe 
ttill  fome  fine  remains. 

Juft  as  I  had  finiihed  my  drefs,  Mdn- 
fieur  and  Madame  De  Geneval  came  to 
my  apartment.  The  hitlband  extolled 
my  charms  highly}  complimehtsof  form . 
As  for  the  vwfe,  Ihe  blamed  the  make 
of  my  gown,  arraigned  my  tire- womanj 
found  fault  with  my  (hoes  and  (lockings. 
True  woman;  but  I  forgave  her,  in 
confideration  of  the  propofal  (he  made 
of  going  to  fee  the  king  at  mafs.  I  ac- 
cepted of  it  the  more  readily,  becaufe  I 
knew  bojth  the  old  marqliis  and  his  Ton 
were  at  Paris,  and  I  was  in  no  fear  of 
being  dilcovered. 

Gentival  having  told  us  It  was  tim^ 
to  go,  we  >Vent  tb  the  caftle ;  as  it  was 
but  a  Itep,  there  was  no  occafion  for 
chairs.  We  pa(]«d  by  the  comptroller 
of  the  hou(hold's  apanment,  and  To  di- 
rectly through  the  little  galleries  leading 
into  the  caftle,  •  We  met  hw  people^  to 


tey  n4  fmail  difappointment,    -^l*^  ' 
man  is  always  a  woman  i  and,  provided 
(he  is  prett}f  likes  to  be  feen  and  ad^ 
mjred  X  the  jaft  word,  I  believe,  is  th4^ 
whole  truth. 

I  expre(red  my  fuiprize  to  M.  Gciie* 
val.  *  Oh,  we  are  not  yet  come  to  the 
<  court  !*  faid  he  to  liie,  imiling } '  thefe 
^  dre  but  the  pa(rap8  that  lead  to  it.* 
In  reality,  as  foon  as  we  werfe  got  to  the 
prince's  gallery,  and  bbgan  to  enter  into 
the  apartments,  I  wa§  hi  fbth  a  con- 
(lefnation,  efoecially  when  I  caiitte  ititci 
the  grreat  gallery,  that  I  forpit  myfelf, 
and  ftood  0ill  at  everjr  (lep :  Mk  matter 
of. admiration.  .If  it  hSid  nbt  been  fof 
Mondeur  De  Geneval,  who  was  m  j 
guide,  and  prevented  my  di(tra£bon,  I 
(hould  have  run  among  the  bufieft.or 
thole  ^ith  whoih  the  apartmeriis  gene* 
rillly  fwarm. 

In  the  meail  time,  at  evely  (tep  A 
crowd  of  people  (topped  and  whifpered 
to  one  another.  I  began  to  recover  m 
little  from  my  eiithufiaUtl,  and  to  con- 
(ider  thofc  vtho  paffed  by.  I  coiild  not 
refxaih  frohi.blu(hirig;  (6  (tared  at  as  I 
was.  Ciprtainly,  I  think,  theit  is  116 
ilation  ill  the  world  where  they  examine 
thiB  women  fo  nicely.  I  was  every  mi- 
htite  (tepping  on  ohe  fide  or  another^ 
fearing  Iclt  they'  (bbuld  (peak  to  me,  not 
to  fay  any  thing  elfe  5  for  they  caiiie  ft* 
very  near,  it  was  excufable  in  me  to  have 
that  thought.  Madame  De  Geneval, 
\^ho  perceitred  the  confufion  I  was  in, 
as  y^hW  as  what  bccafioned  it,  lauehed 
very  heartily*,  ai^d  but  for  her  nuf* 
bahd,  who  told  her  (he  was  ttot  now  at 
home,  1  believe  (he  would  have  fentered 
upon  a  difcourfe  pleafant  enough,  and 
fofHciently  overheaixi,  to  drai^  after  ni 
the  young  ffellows,  of  whom  tRe  gallery 
was  full.  But  my  turn  foon  cahie;  ahd^ 
if  I  had  beert  fptteful,"  I  might  have 
juflly  diverted  niyfelf  at  her  expence. 

As  we  were  walkin?,  which  Madame 
De  Geneval  did  with  an  air  of  familla* 
rity,  and  as  if  (he  had  been  a  perfoil 
well  known,  the  clofct-door  opened  oil 
a-fudden ;  the  king  was  going  to  mafsj 
every  body  followed,  and  in  an  inltazit 
the  crowd  difappearcd.  Mdnfiettr  De 
Geneval  told  his  wife,  (he  had  done  ill 
not  to  fccurfe  places,  and  that  it  was  very" 
likely  we  (liobld  not  get  into  the  qhapei. 
His  wife  bantered  him  for  his  uneafmefs  j 
and  told  him^  (he  was  fure  they  would 
open  her  the  dooj*  as  foon  as  (he  ^pear* 
ed.    The  hu(band  ihook  his  head  at 

thi« 
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tiboB  idle  {ueoe  of  pride»  he  ^aitfiMr  pflft 
^  what  WM  to  happofu 

MMhme  J>o  €r»cvil  bcingt  M*ihe 
CmJ»  very  well  known  at  court,  and  ae- 
qoaiiited  with  'iV%  wajt,  icratcbcd  at  the 
chftpd-door.  A  ceRtiiicl  opened  it  a 
little  way.  <  Youcaimoccomein,  Ma- 

*  dUn/  Aid  he  $  *  thcfe  it  no  room,* 
Sh»  mentioned  hor  naaae*  and  was  Iniift- 
ing  upon  ber  prerogative  { hot  theguud 
ihot  to  the  door  without  aafwering  her^ 
aft  if  he  thought  her  a  pedbn  of  no  groat 
conftqucnce.  TranTported  with  rage* 
iK  tdd  me,  that  this  was  feme  young 
leemit,  who  did  not  know  his  duty, 
but  ibat  flie  would  (each  it  him.  For 
my  part,  I  could  not  hdj>  fmiiing :  ihe 
neroeived  it,  and  her  vanity  making  her 
oeiicve  it  was  occafioned  by  the  little 
Bodce  taken  of  her,  flie  returned  to  the 
chatge^  and  icratched  once  again  at  the 
door.     *  Why,  Madam,   it  is   to  no 

*  purpose,*  cried  the  guard ;  *  I  have 
'  airMidy  told  you,  Tou  cannot  come  in.* 
Widi  thefe  words  ne  was  going  to  fliut 
the  door,  when  I  advanced.  I  will  not 
tuf  my  countenance pleafed  him;  I  vfould 
not  iiuhilge  my  vanity  Co  far «  perhaps 
I  etfenbled  fome  lady  of  quality,  or 
that  my  dreis  iropoled  on  him.  Be  that 
as  it  wiU,  opening  the  door  tome,  he 
ftictdied  out  his  hand,  and  faid  to  Ge- 
neva!, *  Pray,  Madam,  make  room.* 
Upon  this  1  advanced  again,  and  he  let 
me  in.  The  poor  woman  was  obliged, 
in  order  to  follow  me,  to  fay  Ihe  was  of 
my  company.  It  feemed  as  if  diat  day 
was  deftmed  to  moftify  her ;  there  was 
but  one  place  left  upon  the  forms,  which 
was  given  me,  Madame  De  Geneval 
fianding  all  the  while.  I  pitied  her,  and 
•fibed  my  place ;  but  (he  refufed,  tell- 
ing me,  with  a  difdain  ihe  could  not  hide, 
dut  people  uied  no  ceremony  in  the 
kiog*s  profence. 

I  was  too  much  taken  up  with  the 
charming  fight  to  mind  what  ihe  faid.' 
If  a  perlbn  out  of  the  country  is  amazed 
the  iirit  time  ihe  iinds  herfclf  at  court, 
kt  any  one  imagine  my  aftoniihrnent.  I, 
«ho  2it  took  bM  heard  talk  of  it,  with- 
out'ever  having  had  any  grounds  to 
ferm  ideas  of  that  kind. 

Of  all  the  brilliant  objedsdiat  fhruck 
^y  fight,  I  iixed  my  eyes  on  nothing 
during  part  of  the  ^rviee  but  the  tn- 
hone,  where  the  kingdiftinguiflied  him*' 
ielf  as  much  by  his  devotion,  as  bv  an 
air  of  greatneis  inieparable  from  him. 
Ifergfl  BOthifig  that  could  confinn  mo 


in  my  prejudice,  by  which  I  vras  fis 
zealouily  atuched  to  him.  I  plainly 
law  that  the  monarch  was  alone,  and 
that  this  lonelinefs  was  the  privilege  of 
his  rank.  The  crowd  Of  lords  b^iind 
him  had  an  eied  which  ftnick  roe :  I 
looked  on  it  as  a  ihade,  which  placed  in 
the  moil  advantageous  light  this  amia- 
ble prince,  with  whom'  I  was  fo  much 
taken  ever  fmce  the  lucky  moment  when 
chance  had  brought  him  in  my  iight. 

After  having  Tor  a  long  time  conit* 
dersd  this  attra^ing  point  of  view,  I 
let  my  eyes  wander  through  the  galle- 
ries. This  fight  (hewed  me  the  iiijnilice 
of  the  remark  I  had  often  heard  made, 
concerning  the  little  piety  which  reigns 
.amongft  thofe  of  the  great  world :  on 
the  contrary,  I  was  edified  at  the  de« 
cency  with  which  the  courtiers  aifiited 
at  the  myfteries;  each  perfon  Teemed  re- 
CoUeded  within  himfelf ;  no  difcouriCf 
no  trifling;  their  outward  behaviour 
inculcated  medefly  and  refpe^.  \ 
thought  I  was  the  only  diifaraAed  per- 
fon, and  I  bluihed  to  fee  it.  I  have 
fince  learned  from  experience,*  that  what 
I  then  looked  upon  as  folid  piety,  vfAt 
but  an  imitation  of  the  matter.  It  is  all 
cojpy  at  court :  when  the  model  is  good^ 
all  around  it  bears  his  refemblance. 

Mafs  being  over,  I  was  taken  up 
with  fo  many  curious  obje^s,  that  I 
ihould  have  remained  the.  laft  in  the 
place,  fo  deeply  was  I  engaged)  but 
a  hand  which  I  felt,  and  which  X 
thought  was  Madame  De  GenevaPs,  re- 
minded roe  to  go,  and  brought  me  to 
myfelf  I  in  this  notion  I  aiifwered  her 
without  turning  about.  My  eyes  were 
fixed  upon  a  lady,  whofe  countenance 
had  pleafed  me  to  that  degree,  I  could 
not  take  them  oiF.  She  was  tall,  exqui- 
fitely  well  ihaped,  had  large  black  eyes^/ 
and  a  Angularity  in  her  face  that  Itruck 
me.  I  was  examining  her  perfon  with  an 
eager  eye,  when  Madame  De  Geneval 
interrupted  me  in  a  tone  of  voice  which 
retained  a  great  deal  of  her  former  hu- 
mour. <  Pray,  Madam,  anfwer  the 
*  marquis.*  At  this  nj^me  I  turned  fud* 
denly  about»  thinking  it  to  be  my  lo- 
ver J  for  I  knew  nobody  called  by  that 
name  except  himfelf^  But  how  was  I 
ilruck  t  who  would  have  expefled  fuch 
an  incident  1  I  trembled  every  joint  ac 
the  fight  of  the  old  Marquis  De  L.  V. 
father  of  him  who  poflTciled  my  whole 
thoughts.  He  did  not  go,  as  be  had 
told  the  Ton  i  it  was  only  an  artifice  t  the 
U  iequel 
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fequel  will  (hew  why  it  was  employed. 
But,  to-tcturn. 

•  Pardon  me.  Madam/  fayt  this  old 
noblexxian,  *  if  I  take  the  lucky  oppor- 

<  tunity  that  favours  me  with  a  light 

<  of  you.    Features  like  yours  are  not 

*  eafil;^  forgot;  give  me  leave  toexprefa 

*  my  joy  at  having  xmce  more  found  ' 

*  you.    The  circumftances  in  which  I 

*  left  you  gave  me  great  uneafinefs  j 
«  andf  but  for  the  doty  of  my  place, 

<  which  called  me  awav,  I  fiiould  af- 

*  furedly  have  ftaid  till  you  had  reco« 
(  vered  your  health;  but  if  they  ex- 

*  ecuted  my  orders,  they  muft  have  told 

<  you,  that  I  commanded  all  imagitia- 

*  ble  care,  to  be  taken  of  you.    But 

*  what  is  the  meaning  of  this.  Ma- 

<  dam  V  continued  the  nobleman,  per- 
ceiving by  my  countenance  that  I  was 
jn  pain ;  *  is  my  prefence  always  to 

*  occafion  trouble  and  uneaAnefs  ?    Is 

*  it  poifible  that  I  fhould  be  fo  unfor* 

<  tunate!  Have  you  any  private  rea- 
c  fons— — *    '  The  lady  can  have  none, 

*  Sir,*  faid  Geneval,  who  could  no 
longer  hold  her  tongue.    *  Any  one 

*  would  think  it  an  honour  to  be  taken 

*  notice  of  ^  by  fo  polite  a  nobleman  as 
.  <  the  marquis  is.'-—*  I  am  very  much 

<  obliged  to  you,  Madam,'  replied  he, 
looking  earneftly  at  her,  as  if  he  endea- 
voured to  call  her  to  mind ;  *  I  wiih  this 

*  lady  was  of  the  fame  opinion.'  A 
man  Ibmewhat  in  years,  and  who  Teem- 
ed to  be  a  perfon  of  diftin6lion,  came 
luckfly  to  fpeak  to  the  marquis,  which 
gave  me  time  to  recover.  J  bluflied  at 
my  own  fimple  behaviour,  and  this  re- 
fie£kion  (lung  me  to  that  degree,  that  I 
believe  I  (hou)d  have  come  off  with  fly- 
ing colours,  if  the  attack  had  l^een  re- 
newed ;  but  undoubtedly  the  courtier, 
who  interrupted  fo  opportunely  this  per- 
plexing converfation,  was  of  a  rank  to 
put  even  perfons  of  quality  under  con- 
iiraint  as  Toon  as  he  appeared.  I  was 
not  miftaken :  going  out  of  the  chapel, 
Madame  De  Geneval  told  me,  that  the. 

.perfon  in  queftioirwas  in  favour,  and  it 
was  every  bod/*s  bufmcfs  to  keep  well 
"With  him. 

Surprize  frequently  hides  part  of  the 
danger, ,  but  reflection  afterwards  mag- 
nifies it.  I  had  no  fooner  left  my  lo- 
ver's father,  but  my  bl^od  was  chilled 
at  the  thoughts  of  my  narrow  efcape;  a 
thoufand  things  came  into  my  mind, 
and  occafipned  fuch  a  confternation,  that 
1  neither  heard  nor  iaw  any  thing.   Xn^ 


ftead  of  going  down  the  ftairf^AS  lought 
to  have  done,  my  hurry  of  thought  car- 
ried me  baclL  to  the  apartments.    La 
Geneval,  ignorant  of  my  defign,  fol« 
lowed  me,  and  perceiving  that  I  made 
no  anfwer  to  what  ^  flie  (aid,  thought  I 
refented  the  haughty  manner  in  which 
flie  had  fpoke  to  me:  flie  fudeed  kiroper 
to  moke  fome  atonement,  hy  Jozting 
of  her  proud  difpoiition.    This  (ame 
pride  or  her's  proved  advantageous  to 
me,  inafmuch  as  experience  let  her  fee» 
from  time  to  time,  that  perfons  of  the 
flrft  quality  (hewed  me  refpeft.    She 
was  perfuaded,  I  m\ift  be  much  above 
the  ordinary  fort.    Be  that  as  it  will, 
flie  joined  me,  and  flopping  me  with 
great  politenefs,  aflced  if  I  was  angry 
with  her,    and  if  her  company  was 
difagreeable ;  adding,  that  flie  had  ica^ 
fon  to  believe  fo,  by  my  hurrying  fo  fiaft 
from  her,  which  was  taken  notice  of, 
and  looked  as  if  flie  was  trOubleflmie* 
Theft  words  drew  me  from  my  reverie. 
I  aflured  her  I  was  ouite  of  adifrarentopi- 
nion  from  what  ue  feemed  to  ^pIMne* 
hend ;  that  flie  did  not  do  me  jumce, 
having  reafons  for  quitting  the  caftle^ 
and  going  home.    She  replied,  I  did 
not  take  th'e  way,  and  was  going  quite 
wrong.     I  begged  her  to  lead;  and, 
following  her,  vras  vaftly  fuipriaed  to 
And  how  far  I  had  to  go  back  oefore  we 
reached  the  courts.   I  was  offered  blue 
chairs,  which  always  wait  at^the  foot  of 
the  flairs,  tb  carry  me  home.    I  was 
going  to  throw  myftlf  into  the  fidl, 
without  farther  thought  than  the  dread 
of  being  followed,  when  I  hear  a  voice 
calling  out,  *  Run,  and  beg  her  to  ftav 

*  a  moment  T  Madame  Dt  Geneval^ 
who  heard  thefe  words  as  well  as  I,  in- 
flead  of  going  into  her  chair,  ftof^>ed 
mine,  faying,  that  the  fame  nobleman 
who  had  accofled  roe  in  the  chapel  was 
comine  down  the  great  flairs,  accom- 
panied by  one  of  his  pages,  and  that  he 
aflced  to  fpeak  witli  me.  My  fears  re- 
doubled. *  O  Heavens  1'  cried  I  to  my. 
felf,  *  infpire  me  what  to  do  in  this  pc- 
*.  rilous  occafion !  How  comes  it  I  aU 

*  ways  meet  the  father,  and  never  the 

*  fon !  His  prefence  now  would  be  very 

*  ferviceable,  to  extricate  me  from  this 

*  fatal  perplexity.*  Making  this  xv* 
fledlion,  the  old  mar^tiis  joined  me. 
1  remained  in  the  chau;:  my  confufion 
was  fo  great,  that  I  tliou^t  I  certainly 
appeared  to   him  exceflively  ill-bred. 

*  X  muft  not  fofler  you,  Madam^*  fays- 
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received  an  anfwfr  from  conftantMe* 
licourt :  be  will  be  here  (hortly,  to 
convince  me  hit  paiHon  it  unalceral^e. 
I  fliould  hare  wrote  to  you  before^ 
had  I  known  your  addrefa;  but  vour 
letter,  which  I  have  juft  now  received, 
makea  me  fnatch  the  opportunity  eiven 
me  of  acquainting  you  with  theiatif* 
faAion  I  enjoy.  I  know  you  ifaare 
my  troubles  and  pleafure;  I  will 
noc  fail  to  give  you  a  full  account^ 
as  foon  as  Alelicourt  arrives.  As  hr 
as  he  is  his  own  mafter,  he  will  not 
fail,  on  whut  I  (hall  fay  to  him,  to  go 
and  inform  you  what  I  have  to  fear  or 
hope.  Imagine,  dear  friend,  what  I 
fufter  whilft  my  fate  is  in  rufpenfct 
Alas,  Iblufli  to  own  it  to  you!  but» 
if  I  am  fo  unhappy  as  to  be  forced 
to  finifli  my  days  m  a  doifter,  they 
will  foon  be  at  an  end.  Adieu^ 
dear  friend!  Shorten,  b^  your  en- 
dearing letters,  the  tedious  hours, 
fpent  in  care  and  impatience.  You 
know  but  too  well,  from  experiencCf 
how  honible  uncertainty  is,  not  to  al- 
leviate the  weight  of  it^s  torments. 
Lindaroine,  who  is  now  made  ac- 
quainted with  your  hiHory,  and  who 
loves  you  fmcerely,  defires  the  fame 
favour.  She  has  a  great  deal  of  good 
fenfe  and  wit ;  every  body  here  lovef 
her,  and  refpe^ls  her  virtue:  convinc- 
ing proofs  thereof  appeared  in  refiftin? 
the  violence  of  her  lover*s  pafHon,  of 
which  he  gave  publick  marks.  At 
dear  as  Belizai  was  to  her,  (he  would 
never  fee  him.  You  know  her  hiftory  | 
(he  has  told  it  me :  but  you  do 
not  know,  that  this  rafh  lover  found 
out  Lindamine's  retreat,  and  that  a 
moment  after  (he  was  got  into  the 
monaftery  he  appeared,  and  com- 
mitted numberlefs  extravagancies,  in 
order  to  oblige  his  mifirefs  to  come 
out. 

*  The  raihnefs  of  his  pa(non  pleaded 
his  excufe,  and  he  at  laft  thqpght 
fit  to  retire.  The  charming  pilgrim 
could  not  help  being  moved  at  it,  but 
by  her  admirable  vocation  (he  has  fur- 
moumed  this  natural  weaknefs.  How 
happy  (he  is !  Why  cannot  J  follow 
her  example  1  Once  more,  adieu,  dear 
friend  t  I  expert  to  hear  from  you 
with  an  impatience  great  as  my  aftec- 
tion.  Thar  is  faying  a  great  deal, 
for  it  is  beyond  every  thing  I  can  ex^* 
prefs. 

«  Saint  Acnes.* 


hb,  ^thoot  taking  sotke  of  the  eon- 
Maa  I  was  in,  *  to  make  ufe  of  thit 

*  chair :  here  i«  mine,  that  ihall  carry 

*  you  home }  you  will  be  more  at  your 

*  ealein  itj  and  Imuftbeg  leave  to  pay 

*  yoQ  my  reipefts  after  you  have  dined. 
'  I  have  not  forgot  the  regard  you  ex- 
'  prefled  for  people  of  my  age,  in  the 

*  converiation  I  bad  with  you  in  the 
'  country,  and  I  reflect  on  it  with  plea- 
'  fure.*  Saying  this,  he  preiented  me 
bis  hand  to  lead  me  to  his  chair.  It 
iccmed  as  if  this  lord  had  an  afcendant 
over  me,  which  could  not  be  refifted. 
However,  Ian(wered  his  compliment, 
that  I  was  fenfible  of  his  civilities,  and 
Aoold  be  very  much  honoured  by  his 
viiit. 

TbechairwentoiFatthe(e  words.  As 
I  turned  towards  the  grate,  I  fpied  the 
old  manquit  talking  with  Madame  De 
G«ieval,  which  gave  me  not  a  little  dif- 
qniet,  as  I  knew  the  woman  was  verv 
talkative.  I  imagined,  as  I  went  througn 
the  courts,  every  one  ftoppcd  to  exa- 
Biine  me.  I  concluded  it  viras  on  ac- 
count of  the  chair  I  was  in,  as  the  armr 
were  known ;  and,  to  fpeak  the  troth, 
Botwichftanding  the  many  caces  with 
which  I  was  opprefled,  felf-love  was 
Clothed  with  it*s  chhneras,  and  I  was 
Dot  ibrnr  to  Ice  myfelf  in  fo  pompous 
aod  brilaant  an  equipage. 

My  cook -maid,  Barbara,  (it  is  thelaft 
IkBie  of  calling  her  by  this  name)  deli- 
lered  me  a  letter  as  I  came  in,  which  I 

red  in  great  hafte,  becaufe  I  knew 
hand.  Notwithftanding  the  late' 
vcxatioua  incident,  my  affiKlion  was 
aotdtminiflied  for  theperfon  from  whom 
it  came.  It  was  from  St.  Agi\es,  that 
aafortoitate  and  tender  friend,  whofe 
iofy  is  related  before.  She  wrote  as 
feUowt, 

*  T  Never  doubted,  my  dtar  Jenny,  of 
X  '  yoar  a^eSion,  or  ^nerous  fen- 

'  timents  ^  lovely  Lindamine  gave  me 

*  pnxrifs  thereof  the  very  firft  day  (he  ar- 
>       *  rived,  by  informing  me  vnth  what  zeal 

S  you  had  engaged  her  to  (erve  me,  and 
*    '  the  fteps  that  had  been  already  taken 

*  for  making  me  eafy.  I  durft  not  flatter 
^myfelf  with  any  good  foccefs  from 
'  tikcm :  I  thought  all  the  world  had 
'  forgot  me.     What  tranfports  did  I 

*  noc  feel,  from  the  convincing  proofs 
'  that  my  fiiend  and  my  lover  were 
'  true!  Yts,  dear  Jenny,  your  endea- 
'  rmu$  aad  incndihip  triumph.  I  have 


U  % 


I  had 
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I  hid  fcarce  resd  the  letter,  ^en  Ge- 
sevai  came  in.  *  You  never  told  me, 
f  Madam/  faid  (he, 'looking- very  cy li- 
ning,   '  that  you  know  die  Marquis 

*  De  L.  V.  I  will  make  no  fccret  to 
*-  you,  that  he  was  an  admirer  of  mine 

*  before  I  was  engaged.    Though  ad- 

<  vanced  io  years, he  was  flill  dangerous; 

*  and  my  mother  kept  me  from  him 
'  with  as  much  caution  ^s  if  he  bad  -been 

*  a  young  map.     He  has  been  juftnow 

<  putting  me  in  mind  of  this,  and  he 
f  feemed  to  recolie£i  thtk  trifles  with 

*  fome  pleafure;-  but  for  all  that,  I  was 

<  not  fo  blind  as  nottodifcern,  his  aik- 
'  ing  me  leave  to  renew  his  acquain- 

*  tance  is  only  a  pretence  to  gain  yours.* 
-«-<  You  banter,  fure,  Madam,*  replied 
I  in  great  confufion;  *  I  do  pot  know 

<  the  perfon  you  fpeak  of.'—*  Not  know 
'  himr  cried  Madame  Dt  Geneval, 
filing  her  eyes  on  me.  *  What  means 

*  this  myftery  >    Did  not  he  once  meet 

<  you  as  he  paflied  thix>ugh  a  village  ?' 
*-*  That  i»  titue,'  continued  I,  per- 
ceiving eafily  by  her  difcourfe  that  he 
bad  told,  her  this  particular;  <  but  he 

<  might  have  acquainted  you,*  conti- 
nued I^  *  that  I  had  the  honour  to  lee 

<  him  but  for  a  moment.' — *  Aye,*faid 
Ihe,  *  I  know  you  fainted,  and  he  went 

<  awa^  without  knowing  who  you  was, 
,f  in  ipite  of  all  his  en<}uiries  j  and  that 
.<  fame  curiofity  not  being  then  fiitisficd, 

*  is  what  has  occafioned  the  difcourfe  we 

<  had  together.  As  I  could  anfwer  his 
«  queftions  but  very  imperfe£Uy,  I  con- 
4  tented  myfelf  by  aflurin^  him,  that 

<  as  foon  as  he  (hould  figniiy  bis  defires 

*  to  you  on  that  fubjeS,  he  would  be 

*  fully  fatisficd.* 

Pinner,  which  was  theh  ferving  up, 
interrupted  a  converfatiun  that  was  very 
troubletbme  to  me.  Geneval,  who  had 
company  to  dine  with  her,  would  en* 
gage  me  to  affift  in  doing  the  honours 
<}f  the  table ;  but  I  excufed  myfelf,  un- 
der pretence  of  a  pain  in  my  llomacb, 
which  was  true  enough.  I  was  fo  over- 
whelmed with  the  rencontre  I  had  had, 
and  it  caufed  fuch  difagreeable  reflec- 
tions, and  thofe  of  fuch  confequence, 
that  I  was  more  than  an  hour  dream- 
ing over  my  meat  before  I  could  eat  a 
mouthful.  My  good  aunt^  who  ftood 
behind  my  chair,  and  who  preHcd  me 
ever  fines  I  fat  down  to  employ  the  time 
as  I  oQght,  affoniihed  to  fee  me  fo  dif- 
trefled,  aikcd  me  with  all  the  refpe^ 


ihe  was  capable  of,'if  I  could  live  witfc* 
out  eating.  To  get  rid  of  her  importu-' 
nity,  and  in  order  to  be  left  adone,  f 
complied,  and  forced  myielf  to  eat ;  af  • 
ter  which  I  retired  to  my  dofet,  where 
calling  to  mind  the  fatal  meeting  with 
the  old  marquis,  and  all  the  conie* 
quences  that  might  oifue,  I  gave  myfelf 
up  to  forrow  and  tears :  but  ftruggiii^ 
with  myfelf,  and  expecting  the  marquis 
would  foon  be  with  me,  and  that  it  he 
furprijed  me  in  this  condition,  he  would 
have  room  for  many  reflexions;  £ear« 
ing,  on  the  other  hand«  that  his  fon  was 
not  yet  gone,  and  left  he  ihould  come 
upon  us  whilft  his  father  was  wi^  me^ 
which  would  difcover  all  5  I  |udged  it 
prudent  to  prevent  all  thefe  incideata. 
For  this  purpofe,  I  thought  myfelf 
obliged  to  write  to  my  lover,  and  ap-> 
prize  him  of  all  that  had  happened  to 
me;  befeeching  him,  in  the  name  of  mil 
that  was  dear,  to  take  me  away,  and  not 
expofe  me  to  the  danger  oMofmg  him 
perhaps  for  ever. 

As  ibon  at  my  letter  was  iiniiked,  I 
fell  into  a  new  perplexity  how  to  get  it 
delivered.  Who  could  I  tnift?  I  had 
Qd  choice  but  my  fimple  aunts  I  coal<l 
depend  on  her  fidelity,  but  Ihe  was  of 
that  fort  of  charafler  wiuch  difcovera 
itfelf  at  once  |  flie  had  writ,  in  her  way, 
but  her  ingenuity  was  what  I  feared. 
Thefe  fort  of  people,  by  endeavouring 
to  fay  nothing,  fay  ail.  She  might  lye 
queftioned,  and  loved  to  prate :  to  re-* 
commend  fecrefy  to  her,  was  riving  her 
an  inclination  to  /peak.  After  faavine 
weighed  and  examined  this  deiign»  X 
thought  I  could  not  do  better  than  lie 
my  own  meiTenger. 

This  being  determined,  I  otldered  a 
chair  :  by  this  means  I  avoided  a  great 
deal  of  perplexity.  I  was  ignoraat 
where  my  lover  lived ;  but  he  was  uni- 
verially  knovm,  and  1  did  hot  queftioii 
but  my  chairmen  could  find  bis  lodg- 
ing: I  intended  to  make  one  of  them 
deliver  my  letter,  and  to  keep  doie  all 
the  while  in  my  chair.  Another  reafon 
engaged  me  to  go  from  home:  I  was 
willing  to  avoid  ttie  marquis's  viiit» 
and  gain  time,  till  I  had  given  notice  to 
his  foni  who,  perhaps  fcnfible  of  my 
danger,  might  nnd  means  to  iecure  me 
from  what  cleared  witli  fo  much  rea« 
fon. 

I  am  perfuaded  there  is  nobody  but 

enters  at  once  into  all  thefe  things^  and 

imagincf 
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( tfiat  daring  tins  qvuter  of  aa 
hoorlwasiKAverylnpf^.  Let  u«  goon. 
Tbe  chiimieii  knew,  as  I  imagined, 
what  the  aaniuts  lived.  As  foon  as  I 
Gune  to  the  door,  I  asade  tfaeaa  ftop» 
aad  ordered  liia  wbo  feeaaed  the  moft 
iateUigciit  of  the  twOy  to  aik  if  he  was 
ac  hoiDr.  I  was  in  inch  an  agitation, 
that  I  forgot  the  nioft  important  pre- 
caution.  The  nnii  appeared  again  very 
ihoa,  and  lold  me,  that  the  periba  I 
xaiked  fisr  was  at  table,  that  they  were 
foae  to  ac<|«aint  him,  that  I  fhould  have 
a  aofwcr  in  a  moment,  i  had  no  inten- 
tioB  to  fpeak  with  him  in  fo  fufpefted  a 
pisce,  whcie  we  couki  be  fo  overlooked : 
a  Bumber  of  footmen  were  paifing  back- 
wards and  forwards,  and  mieht  draw 
eoojcAurcs  from  this  vifit.  I  thought 
it  was  fufficient  to  fend  in  ray  letter, 
and  I  was  going  to  give  it  to  the  porter, 
with  orders  to  deliver  it  into  the  hands 
of  my  lover»  when  Dubois,  the  valet  de 
doosbre  I  oieationed  in  another  place, 
appeared.  My  dreis  was  undoubtedly 
theieaion  he  did  not  know  me  again. 
Hedrew  near,  and  told  roe  that  the  mar- 
(piis,  hearing  a  lady  aiked  to  fpeak  to 
him^  Mured  me  to  go  into  his  clofet, 
aad  that  he  would  immediately  wait  on 
SM.  <  I  cannot,*  replied  I,  charmed 
srith  being  (6  hap^  to  meet  this  man  $ 
<  boty  d^  Dubois/  faid  I,  <  give  him 

*  Ais  letter,  and  tell  him—*    <  Ah, 

*  Mi6  Jeimy!*  faid  he,  knowing  me 
^^n,  <  what*6  your  defign  ?  To  what 

*  do  yo«  expofe  yourfelf !  Have  you  a 
'  mind  to  be  ruined  f  My  mafler  is  at 

*  Paris,  and  if  it  be  him  you  want,  as  I 

*  doubt  not  but  it  is,  they  have  made  a 
'  miftake.  His  father  is  here :  all  is  dif- 
^covered  if  you  appear.'— •<  Heavens  V 
cried  I,  '  what  do  you  tell  me  ?  Sure- 
'  ly,  I  never  defigned  my  letter  for 

*  mm.*—*'  Fly,  then  1'  tiid  Dubois ;  <  our 
'  old  mafler  will  be  here  prefently  s  he 

*  is  too  much  an  humble  iervant  of  the 

*  ladies  to  make  them  wait.    They  told 

*  him  you  was  handfome,  and  I  tremble 
'  left  he  comes  before  your  chairman, 
f  who  is  miffing,  be  found.* 

Let  people  judge  of  the  conftemation 
iato  which  thefe  words  threw  me.  I  bid 
die  chairman,  that  remained  with  me, 
open  the  door,  chufing  rather  to  re- 
turn on  foot,  than  nik  Aich  an  inter- 
view. But  the  obftinacy  of  this  fellow 
fa  fearching  aft^r  his  partner,  was  the 
caule  wby  I  had  it  not  in  my  power  to 
miic  iirheB  be  sfai  c;^me. 


A  page,  who  had  been  eying  me  from 

the  fore-parlour,  and  fecn  me  fpeak  to 
Dubois,  and  who  faw  the  letter  I  had 
jufl  delivered,  regaled  his  mafter  with 
the  difcoveries  he  had  made  2  the  com- 
pany was  then  bantering  him  upon  bit 
good  fortaoe.  The  ftupUity  of  the  man 
that  carried  my  meflage,  who  thought 
he  had  done  finely  in  adding  that  I  came 
6>  foiicit  his  intereii,  occafioned  their 
raillery  j  this  wicked  page,  I  fay,  (I  hc^ 
he  will  forgive  me  the  epithet)  came 
flily,  and  informed  the  old  marquis^ 
that,  tired  with  waiting,  I  was  juft  go- 
ing away,  and  but  for  one  of  toe  chair- 
men that  was  mi  fling  I  had  been  gone 
before.  One  of  the  lords  at  table  with 
bim  cried  out,  '  Ah  1  this  is  too  cruel.* 
After  which  he  ran  out,  and  was  follow- 
ed by  feven  or  ei|;ht  other  young  per - 
ions,  who  came  )uft  as  they  were  tak- 
ing me  away.  One  of  thero,  whom  I 
knew  to  be  the  Duke  of-—,  htm  that 
Geneval  made  me  take  notice  of  at  tlie 
canal,  bid  them  fet  me  down,  and  com- 
ing to  my  chair,  told  me,  I  was  going 
to  have  an  audience  of  the  marquis, 
and  that  in  his  name  he  alked  a  thou- 
fand  pardons  for  making  me  wait. 
Pierced  to  the  heart  at  this  accident,  I 
made  figns  to  go  on,  without  iTturning 
any  ani Wer,  but  in  vain :  the  refpe^  the 
mtn.  had  for  the  noblemen  that  fur- 
rounded  me,  made  them  fet  down  the 
chair  and  open  the  door.  The  young 
nobleman  who  fpoke  to  me  prei'cnted 
his  hand  j  but  he  no  fooner  faw  my 
face,  than  turning  to  the  reil :    *  The 

*  marquis  is  no  unlucky  man,*  cried  he; 

*  this  prctfy  lady  is  the  fame  we  all  ad- 
'  mired  at  her  window  on  our  return 
'  from  hunting/-  At  this  they  all 
drew  ne^r,  and  examined  me  with  a 
murmur  that  flattered  my  charms,  but 
redoubled  my  uneafinefs.  To  increafe 
my  confufion,  up  comes  the  old  mar- 
quis^ who,  knowing  me  again,  retired 
two  fteps  with  an  air  of  joy.    '  Ah  !  is 

*  it  you  Madam  ?  *  cried  he,  *  Good  God  I 

*  why  have  you  done  me  the  honour 

*  to  prevent  me?  I  am  very  angry  at 
«  myfelf,  not  to  have  hailened  a  vifii  I 

*  was  bound  to  make.*  As  he  /poke 
thefe  words,  he  took  me  out  of  my 
chair  very  politely,  and  J  followed  him 
with  a  trouble  that  may  be  well  ima- 
gined. 

I  was  accompanied  by  all  thofe  who 
were  with  the  marquis;  and  I  heard  one 
aipong  them  fay  to  the  nobleman  that 

fpoke 
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/poke  to  me  firft,  *  This  is  the  perfon, 

•  I  will  engage,  of  whom  you  talked  fo 

•  much,  and  at  whofe  houfc  you  were  re- 

•  fufed  admittance :  you  had  reafon  to 

•  extol  her  beauty.*  This  difcourfe  con- 
ISnned  me  in  what  Geneval  hsuf  faid  the 
night  before,  and  taught  me  atthe  fame 
time  how  much  one  may  depend  on  the 
difcretion  of  young  people. 

Croifing  the  anti-chamber^  I  fpted 
Dubois,  who  placed  himfelf  in  my  way, 
ai^d  dexteroufly  put  his  finger  on  his 
mouth,  as  much  as  to  fay,  be  cautious, 
and  tonfefs  nothing.  I  underftood  ex- 
tremely well  what  he  meant  by  this, 
and  methought  it  infpired  me  with  pru- 
dence* As  Toon  as  I  was  fet  down, 
addreflin^  myfelf  to  the  old  marquis, 
and  aflfef^in?  an  air  of  the  greateft  fm- 
eerity ;  «  If  I  had  known  fooner,  my 

•  lord,'  faid  I,  'who you  were,  I  (hould 
^  •  not  have  omitted  coming  to  thank  you 

•  for  the  regard  you  fhewed  me  when 

•  we  rnet  by  chance  in  the  villagre.  Ma- 

•  dame  De  Geneval  infonTied  me  this 
'  morning  of  thefe  particulars,  and  that 

•  you  had  carried  your  goodnefs  fo  far, 

•  as  to  have  defi^ned  lending  a  phyfi . 

•  cian  to  my  afltftance.* — «  It  is  true, 
«  Madam,"  replied  the  marquis  j  *  but 

•  can  one  do  tod  much  for  one  fo  ac- 

•  compliflied } — I  make  you  judges,  gen- 

•  tiemen,'  faid  he  fpeaking  to  the  com- 
pany,   <  can  one  regret   any  pains  lb 

•  well  employed  r  The  noblemen  all 
iaid  the  poltteft  things  iniaginable  on 
this  occafion,  and  I  thought  I  did  not 
return  them  very  ill.  Ihc  Duke'  of 
■  aiked  me  very  eameftly,  if  he 
might  be  fo  happy  as  to  be  fei-viceable 
to  me  at  court.  I  framed  my  anfwer 
upon  the  ftory  invented  by  Saint  Fa  I, 
and  faid,  I  did  not  doubt  but  I  fliould 
want  advocates  in  the  affair,  which 
brought  me  thither:  that  my  decea fed 
hu/band  had  done  good  fervice,  and 
fpent  his  fqrtune  in  itj  that  I  aiked^ 
as  a  confideration  for  all  this,  a  pen- 
fion  to  maintain  me  in  a  convent, 
where  I  was  relblved  to  end  my  days. 
At  the  word  convent,  the  old  marquis 
and  the  whole  company  exclaimed: 
they  faid  one  and  all,  that  they  fincerdy 
offered  me  their  intereft  for  the  fuccefs 
of  my  fuit ;  but,  on  condition  the  laff 
article  ibould  not  be  mentioned  in  my 
petition  but  for  fofm  fake ;  adding^  all 
that  young  people  could  fay  on  fuch  an 
occafion,  to  a  woman  that  is  nr^ fright- 
ful ,     I  came  off"  pretty  yrtli  in  uii?  cor- 


▼erfatiouy  and  was  lucky  enough  not 
to  be  examined  about  the  regiment  in 
which  my  preteifded  hufband  had  ienr- 
ed :  this  would  have  gravelled  me,  had 
it  happened,  as  it  might  naturally 
enough.  Saint  Fal  had  not  inftruaed 
me  on  that  head:  it  was  very  excufable 
in  him,  and  we  had  neither  of  ys  much 
reafon  to  forefee  our  eirer  being  in  fuch 
perplexing  circumftances. 

X  was  got  up  to  take  leave  of  the  old 
marquis,  who  had  eyed  me  during  the 
whole  time  of  my  viiit,  when  he  came^ 
to  me,  and  defired  me  to  ftay  a  moment 
longer.    *  May  I,  Madam,  propofe  a 

*  little  diverfion  to  you/  iiudhe.  <  There 

*  is  a  play  to-night,  you  have  not  per- 

*  haps  feen ;  a  piece  much  in  vogue, 
'  called  Iphigenia.    I  am  fure  it  will 

<  amufe  vou:    the  charaAer  is  tender 

<  and  well  wrought :  it  pleafes  all  the 
'  world,  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  k 

*  will  have  the  fame  effe£l  with  you** 
I  thought  I  had  a  good  excufe,  by  my 
being  then  in  the  &te  of  widowKood  s 
but  people  in  the  great  world  aie  very 
apt  to  fufpe6l  excufes  of  that  fort« 

*  Oh !  as  to  that.  Madam,*  (ays  the 
young  duke,  *  that  pretence  will  not 

'  pafs$  befides,  the  time  allotted  for  . 
'  mourning  is  out.    It  is  prefumed  you 

*  are  not  known  y  and  even  fuppofe  you 

*  were,  we  live  in  a  court,  it  is  notamifs 

*  to  appear  there,   and  let  it  be  know 

*  how  deferving  you  are,'-^-*  That  is 

*  a  very  proper  reafon,"  added  a  youn^^ 
perfon  who  had  not  yet  fpokej  <  and  I  take 

*  upon  me  to  ac<^uaint  the  world,  that 

*  a  widow  fo  diftmguilhed  ought  not  to 

*  be  refufed  1  I  declare  nsyfelf  fiom  thi«- 

*  moment  the  folicitor  or  her  penfion.* 
-— <  You  fee,  Madam,'  faid  the  marquis 
fmiling,  *  this  allows  of  no  reply.     I 

<  do  not  in  the  leaft  doubt  but  the  duke, 

*  knowing  him  as  I  do,  will  keep  his 
*,  promife.    Do  not  helitate  to  charge 

*  him  with  your  affair  ^  he  is  exceeding 

<  lucky  in  everj^  thing  he  undertakes.*   • 
The  Duke  of  — ,  flattered  by  this 

difcourfe,  in  order  to  give  me  a  com« 
pleat  opinion  of  his  intereff,  loudly  pro* 
teffed,  that  if  in  three  days  my  pen- 
sion was  not  granted,  if  I  would  be 
directed  by  him,  he  would  fubmit  to 
any  thing  that  Ihould  be  impofed  on 
him,  and  never  more  appear  in  my 
fight;  a  puniffiment,  in  his  opinion^ 
beyond  all  torments. 

The  ferious  manner  in  which  this  was. 
fpoke,  made  the  whole  company  laughs 
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Formyptrt,  ftuing  left  a  longer  fcene 
aafjat  clear  up  who  it  wat»  I  rofe  a  fccond 
tnoe  to  go  ;  reprdcntiiig  for  a  preface, 
fkst  it  would  be  indecent  for  me  to  ap« 
far  alone  at  the  theatre,  or  condufked 
thidier  by  a  man.    ■  I  fore(aw  this  ob- 

*  jcftion/  replied  the  old  marquis,  re- 
pbdng  me  with  great  refpea  in  my 
chair:  *  yoo  faw  me  give  orders ;  I  hate 

*  lent  for  the  lady  voo  live  with ;  I  have 

*  fent  my  chair  for  her,  and  I  doubt 

*  not  hot  flie  will  be  here  prefently.  I 
■  know  her,  and  am  Aire  Ihe  will  be 
'  ovei  joyed  at  the  honour  of  sccom- 

*  ponying  you.  But,  in  cafe  (be  faili  us^ 
'  I  will  give  you  an  agreeable  compa- 
'  nion  ;  and  tnus.  Madam,*  continued 
die  marquis,  *  all  difficulties  are  re- 

*  moved,  and  every  thing  confpires  to- 

*  warda  your  leeing  Ipliigenia.* 
What  could  one  aniwer  to  fuch  preff- 

mg  and  polite  folidtations !  Courtiers 
are  not  eafily  refiifed,  particularly  bv 
urnncn.  I  recommendeclmyfelftoGocI, 
and  his  divine  protection  t  1  had  no 
other  paity  to  take  i  it  is  generally  our 
laft  itlbnrce^  though  it  ought  to  bie  the 
&t,  as  the  moft  folid  and  aflured. 
.  ^  This  being  refblved,*  cried  the  mar- 
quis, 'the  quefbon  is,  who  muft  in- 

*  troduce  tbde  ladies  to  the  play  ?  Far 
'  my  part,'  continued  he,  *  beudes  that 
'  I  am  too  old,  and  fiiould  acquit  my- 

*  iHf  my  ill  of  the  employment,  mv 

*  being  in  vraiting  prevents  me.*  All 
that  were  jprefent  offered  themfelves; 
but  the  Duke  of  .  was  the  privileged 
man,  on  account  of  his  quality  without 
doubt.  The  marquis  added,  that  he 
would  provide  us  with  places,  and  would 
fend  to  the  exenopt  on  guard.  He  faid, 
with  a  (isile,  qiat  he  would  employ 
Dubois  as  a  worthy  agent  of  his  Ton's, 
and  very  intelligent  in  the  fervice  of  the 
ladies.  Had  the  marquis  turned  his 
eyes  towards  m*  at  that  time,  he  would 
lave  diicovered  I  was  affe6led  with  what 
he  fiud }  but,  happily,  he  did  not  then 
examine  me.  As  for  the  noblemen  that 
iunounded  me,  they»  doubtlefs,  attri- 
buted to  my  baihfulnefs  the  difoider 
that  appeared  in  my  face ;  their  flattery 
was  fufficient  to  make  it  probable,  and 
the  little  confufion,  of  which  <he^  ima- 
gined themielves  the  authors,  did  not 
make  againft  me.  I  have  fince  learned, 
that  a  new  beauty  was  not  thought  odi- 
ous in  thoie  parts.  But  enough  of  that. 
A  woman  may  be  pardoned  for  know- 
»g  a  gtcat  nmy  tbit^gsi  but  (he  is 


not  allowed  to  expatiate  upon  tfaem« 
Difguifc  is  fo  much  the  fafhion,  people 
are  fcandalized  the  minute  we  lay  it 
aiide. 

Dubois,  who  h^d  been  called,  ap- 
peared with  an  air  that  betrayed  his 
furprize,  apprehending  a  fevere  repri« 
mand ;  but  he  recovered  at  the  orders 
he  received  t  he  hearkened  to  the  mar- 
quis with  a  (hare  of  aftonilliment.  and 
made  him  repeat  the  meiTage  twice  over» 
he  was  fo  frightened.  Notwithlianding 
the  agitation  I  was  in,  I  could  not  help 
inulingto  myfelf  at  his  perplexity.  The 
arrival  of  Madame  De  Geneval,  in  whole 
looks  I  could  read  a  fecret Joy,  helped 
to  keep  me  in  countenance ;  for  although 
I  was  flattered  with  being  made  for  the 
world,  I  was  not  in  my  proper  element. 
The  comfort  I  had  for  my  want  of  ex-  ^ 
perieoce  was,  that  my  friend  feemed  *' 
more  at  a  lofs  than  I ;  for  a  woman  who 
piqued  herfelf  on  knowing  the  court,  I 
did  not  And  her  behaviour  iuitable  to  the 
company  ihe  was  in.  That  volubility 
of  fpecch  I  had  obferved  in  her,  madb 
me  think  at  flrft  that  ihe  alone  w^uld 
be  a  match  for  the  whole  company; 
but  I  have  found  from  experience,  that 
many  of  thofe  who  appear  to  have  the 
moft  wit  among  people,  of  their  own 
fphere,  are  the  moft  puzzled  when  a- 
mong  their  betters.  Madame  De  Ge- 
ncjraT  continually  loft  the  thread  of  her 
difcourfe  :  flie  brd/bip'^d  every  one  who 
did  her  the  honour  to  addrefs  theaiH^lvcs 
to  her;  like  a  tennis-ball  on  a  i-ackee, 
in  the  eafy- chair  placed  for  her,  (he 
.  was  no  fooner  fat  down  in  it,  but  at 
each  word  fpoke  to  her  ihe  bounded  up, 
and  a  curtfty  enAied.  I.  could  not  for- 
bear fmiling  leveral  times  at  this  ex- 
ceflive  good -breeding;  but  I  thought  I 
ihould  have  laughed  out,  when  one  of 
the  company  exprefted  fome  gallantry 
on  the  lubjc&  of  her  beauty.  This  flat- 
tery foftened  her  looks  into  a  ftudicd 
fmileof  fweetnefs,  defigned  to  convince 
how  very  IcnfrDlc  ihe  was  of  the  favour; 
and' her  body,  as  if  it  had  been  upon 
ipiings  at  the  fameinftant,  by  a  rooiioa 
that  kept  time  with  her  head  and  /boul- 
ders, put  her  neck  on  the  rack  to  hold 
itfcif  higher. 

This  is  a  fmall  Iketch  of  what  ftlf- 
love  can  do,  and  at  the  fame  time  a 
fa m pie  of  our  charity.  We  women  ihew 
eacl<otherno  uKrcy;  and,  to  conclude 
this  article  with  a  proof  of  my  iincerity, 
I  muft  own,  nothing  in  thefe  Memoirs 

has 
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judged  from  thence,  that  it  wts  no  mat 
crime  to  indulge  fuch  harmlefs  latif* 
fedions,  and  Siat  if  ooe^i  happinefs 
confifts  in  bein^  fatisfied  with  one'$  felf ^ 
it  is  not  furprizmg  that  people  give  into 
pra6lices  which  procure  it. 

The  Duke  of  — ^-,  who  had  (inifli- 
fd  his  politick  couTerfatlon  with  Ma- 
dame De  Geneva],  came  back  to  me, 
and  interrupted  my  reflections  bv  his  foft 
•xpreflious :  but  feeing  me  conuder  very 
attentively  a  mighty  pretty  woman,  he 
iiked  my  fentiments  of  her.  *  I  think 
her  very  charming,*  faid  1$  *  her 
chearful  countenance  pleafes  me  be- 
yond cxprefllon.*— *  I  am  infinitely 
taken,^  replied  he,  <  with  this  frank  and 
natural  decifion ;  there  are  few  wo- 
men who  do  jultice  to  their  own  fex, 
particularly  when  beauty  decides  in 
their  favour.  She  we  talk  of,  re- 
fembles  you  in  this  refpeCl  $  her  tuf  o 
of  mind  is  excellent,  ajyd  her  hiftory 
very  remarkable.  If  I  thought  the 
king  would  give  me  time  enough,  I 
would  relate  it  to  you ;  and  I  am  per- 
fuaded  you  would  thank  me.*  Hav- 
ing always  had  a  ftrong  inclination  for 
iecret  hiftory,  my  anfwer  was,  he-would 
do  me  a  fenfible  pleafure.  He  was  juft 
banning,  but  tliat  in((ant  every  body 
rimig  up,  informed  us  of  the  king^s 
commg.  The  duke  being  obligedJto 
do  like  the  reft,  he  faid,  that  if  I 
would  favour  him  fo  far,  he  would 
wait  on  me  to  give  this  account,  and 
hoped  to  have  that  honour  the  next 
day. 

I  fc^rce  heard  thefe  words.  I  was 
taken  up  with  the  king's  prefence  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  I  remained  the  only 
one  ftanding,  although  every  body  was 
feated,  which  made  me  taken  notice  of 
with  fome  fmiles*.  even  the  name  of 
country  gentlewoman  reached  my  ears, 
and.  I  took  my  feat  withablufli,  which 
puniflied  me  more  ways  than  one  for 
the  little  uneafincis  my  vanity  had  cauf- 
tdm  As  great  a  pleai'ure  as  it  is  to  be 
new,  one  hates 'to  ihew  it  by  any  thing 
in  our  behaviour. 

4  I  had  never  feen  a  play,  fo  that  it  is 
eafdy  to  be  imagined  how  attentive  I 
was :  I  even  melted  into  tears,  and  was 
mort  Iphigenia  than  Iphigenia  hcrfelf. 
Whatever  bear-s  a  i-efemblance  to  the 
ientiments  of  one's  heart,  and  afFc6ls 
it,  caiifes  emotions,  and  recals  the  ob- 
ject of  one's  affeftions.  I  found  my- 
fdf  moved,  titoughtfulj  anxious.   Tne 


idea  of  the  marquis  made  deep  inrnre^ 
iions  in  thofe  Dafla^es,  where  the  lover 
complained  ot  the  ngour  of  his  deftiny  s 
methought  he  deferved  a  milder  lot.  In 
one  word,  I  was  taken  ill ;  I  could  fcarce 
fetch  my  breath.  The  duke,  more 
inured,  or  lefs  attentive,  could  not  help 
fmiling  at  the  fincerity  of  mv  fonowm 

*  How  happy  is  that  lover,*  iays  be  to 
me  in  another  of  the  afts,  *  m  thofe 

*  precious  tears  he  caufcs  you  to  (bed  ; 

*  out  a  thoufand  times  more  fortunate 

<  will  he  be,  who  fliall  pleafe  on  a  more 

*  real  occafion.*—<  Good  God,  my  lord  1* 
replied  I,  afliamed  of  my  tears,  which 
I  ilrove  in  vain  to  hide,  *  you  are  very 

*  cruel  to  be  diverted  with  my  tender* 

<  nefs :    great  refolution  is  requifite  to 

<  refift  the  motions  of  the  foul,  and  yo«i 
^  plainly  (hew  thereby  your  own  infen^ 

*  fibility.'— «  Ah  I  what  do  you  £iy^ 
'  Madam?*  replied   he,   *  and  upOA 

<  what  do  you  ground  that  fufpicion  V 
— « Why,  is  itooc  evident  ?*  faid  I, vexed 
to  have  given  room  for  this  difcourfew 

*  I  am  not  the  only  one  who  feems  to  be 
^  touched  at  this  fine  fcene:  my  teara 
f  are  excufable;  but  you,  mylord,wha 

*  very  far  from  being  moved,  feem  to 

<  brave  compaffion,  do  not  you  difcover 

*  that  it  is  none  of  your  favouiite  vir* 

*  tue,  and  that  you  was  bom  with  a 

*  hard  heart  ?*— .«  Much  lefs  than  you 

<  imagine,*  returned  the  duke;  «  wit- 
'  nefs  thofe  fine  eyes  of  yours  in  my 

<  behalf  I  I  can  eafily  confute  your  re« 

*  proach,  fince  all  that  belongs  not  to 

*  you,  at  prefent,  is  indifferent  to  me. 

<  Yes,  charming  creature,  if  Iphigenia 
«  (hould    be  a    hundred    times  more 

*  charming  and  lovely,  (he  could  never 

*  make  any  impreflion  on  my  fenti- 

*  ments.    You  reign  alone  without  a 

*  rival,  and  I  think  nothing  lovely  be-> 
«  fides  yourfelf.* 

This  declaration  appeared  fo  lively 
and  op^,  that  I  thought  proper  to  be 
filent.  The  play  enabled  me  the  better 
to  obferve  this  conduft  j  it  engaged  me 
(q  clofely,  that  I  loon  forgot  w£it  had 
pafled :  I  interefted  myfelf  more  and 
more  in  the  diftreffes  of  the  heroine^  and 
it  was  over  when  I  expc6led  another 
afl  would  follow;  £q  deep  and  tender 
an  efte^  it  had  on  roe. 

ThC'Duke  of  ■  ,  who  feemed  ena* 
mourcd  with  my  (lender  charms,  would 
have  refumed  die  difcourfe.  I  began  to 
be  at  a  lofs  in  anfwering  him,  nor  did 
I  well  koQVf  9n  wlUit  pitgh  to  frame  my 
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When  one  has  giTcn  one*« 
ielfoatforfemebody,  and  yet,  through 
mfiftcerityof  heart,  dkdains  to  aiTumea 
haughty  air>  diat  face  of  brafs  is  want- 
iogj  which  hnpoftors  eafily  attain*  If 
I  had  really  been  the  Countefs  Des 
Roches,  I  flioold  have  known  very 
well  how  to  banter  the  dvke  on  his  be- 
ing Co  fweet ;  but  when  I  refle^d  up- 
on what  I  was,  by  taking  upon  me,  I 
fan  a  rifle  of  being  one  day  or  other  ri- 
dicnled-formy  aiieiftation ;  I  found  roy- 
klf  nnder  an  incertitude,  which  laid 
itftraint  on  my  very  expreffions. 

H^piiy  the  king*«  preienceoccaiion- 
cdfuch  an  awe,  that  my  praifes  were 
ntteml  fa  low,  that  they  could  not  be 
ofcrheard :  neTerthelefs,  I  fliould  have 
been  obliged,  either  out  of  good  man- 
ners or  vanity,  to  return  an  anfwer} 
but  an  accident,  which  I  little  expe^- 
cd«  cafed  mt  of  my  fears.  An  exempt 
(whom  I  knew  to  be  fuch  by  his  ftan) 
advanced  toward'  the  duke,  and  told 
him  the  kiiy  commanded  him  to  his4>ox. 
He  immediately  ro{e»  and  appeared  con- 
cerned at  this  lU-timed  orders  at  leaft 
his  looks  fignified  as  much.  I  turned 
my  eyes  towards  the  king;  he  icemed  to 
confider  me:  this  threw  me  into  a  frefli 
perplexity. . 

How  weak  we  women  are  I  How  ^uft- 
ly  do  they  tax  us  with  (elf- love !  How 
many  conjeAorts  did  I  draw  from  this 
Rgaid  I  Had  I  ttn&ly  examined  my- 
Mt,  I  might  have  difcovered  a  belief 
that  the  monarch  thought  me  hand- 
Ibmey  and  that  the  meSage  related  to 
me  I  bnt  this  vanity  was  foon  poni Ch- 
ad^ The  duke  nrciently  returned.  It  is 
tnw,  he  flattered  me  with  a  compliment 
upon  the  enquiry  the  prince  made  after 
me;  bnt  npon  the  whole  I  found  I  was 
hot  the  {econd  eanfe  of  the  king*s  en- 
aoiring  who  I  was :  he  had  feen  the 
doke  &king  eameftly  to  me ;  I  was 
handibme  and  well  drefled,  but  un- 
known to  him,  and  he  had  a  mind  to 
know  who  I  was.  That  is  the  matter  of 
faft ;  and,  aU  things  con(iderrd,  I  found 
there  were  no  grounds  for  my,  firft  . 
dionghts.  However,  I  was  contented 
with  the  reverie  of  felf-love,  and  not 
ibnry  to  have  been  miftaken. 

The  -play  was  over,  and  they  were 
geing  to  begin  the  entertainment,  when 
the  old  marquis  appeared  at  the  box 
joining  to  the  place  where  I  was.  He 
bowed,  and  aflted  me  if  I  had  been  di- 
veripi.   Although  1  a&fwcred  piop^ly 


enoogh  to  this  queftion,  part  of  the 
company  turned  their  eyes  upon  me, 
either  on  account  of  my  pronunciation 
or  perfon.  I  Hood  it,  however,  as  well 
as  all  the  polite  things  the  young  duke 
perfifted  to  fay  to  me.  I  will  not  dif- 
guife  the  truth ;  I  have  faid  it  before  t 
and  at  a  farther  proof,  I  own  (incerely, 
that  though  this  difcourfe  caufed  no 
emotions  in  my  heart,  at  leaft  I  heark- 
ened to  it  with  pleafure.  The  wifeft  of 
us  all  are  not  infenfible  to  flattery,  when 
accompanied  with  tafte  and  delicaor. 

I  was  then  in  a  (brt  of  ftate,  (carce 
perceptible,  and  harder  to  be  defcribed  | 
my  eyes  involuntarily  turned  upon  the 
duke  who  was  talking  to  me,  when 
looking  off  him,  I  faw  the  youn?  mar- 
quis leaning  towards  ui,  who  feemed 
to  overhear  us :  he  raifed  himfelf  up  as 
foon  as  I  faw  him,  and  looked  another 
way.  I  was  fo  (Iruck  at  his  unexpe6led 
appearance,  and  fo  fcnfible  of  the  fcom 
which  I  thought. he  expreHed,  that  I 
changed  colour,  and  found  myfelf  ill* 
My  new  admirer,  who  perceived  it, 
hafliiy  aiked  me  what  was  the  matter* 
'  I  am  fubje^,*  replied  I,  *  to  giddinefs} 

*  this  is  a  fit  of  it,  and  if  I  remain  any 

•  longer  here  I  fliall  faint  away/  All 
which  I  told  him  to  get  out,  not  know- 
ing any  longer  what  countenance  to  put 
on. 

The  Duke  of feemed  difturbed 

at  this.  It  is  never  the  cuftom,  where 
the  king  is,  to  go  out  before  he  does, 
when  it  occafions  any  ftir.  However, 
the  duke  found  me  fo  much  altered,  that 
he  thought  fit  to  venture :  he  made  iigns 
to  the  exempt  who  had  feated  me,  and 
when  he  was  near  enough  to  be  heard, 
in  a  low  voice  he  told  him  I  was  ill;  , 
and,  to  give  a  greater  weight  to  the  de- 
fire  he  had  of  ferving  me,  he  added, 
that  there  were  reafons  for  it.  This 
made  mebluih,  and  I  heard  people  talk 
round  me,  which  augmented  my  con- 
fufion.  However,  the  exempt  prelent- 
ed  me  his  hand,  and  I  went  out  follow- 
ed  by  Geneval,  who  murmured  greatly 
at  my  frequent  indifpofitions,  and  who 
was  much  mortified  not  to  fee  the  en- 
tertainment :  for,  notwithftanding  her 
pride,  and  her  valuing  herfelf  upon  be- 
wg  fo  well  at  court,  it  was  the  firft  play 
ihe  had  feen,  as  her  huiband  very  im- 
prudently told  me ;  and,  perhaps,  if  it  had 
not  been  forme,  ihe  might  not  have  had 
this  honour  fo  foon.  But  let  us  come 
to  fometbing  more  intereding. 

X  a  J  was 
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I  was  no  fooner  in  the  chairi  bat  wat 
or^rjoyed  at  being  out  of  the  houfe.  I  ' 
^ould  infallibly  have  made  a  fine  piece 
^f  work  of  it,  which  might  perhaps  have 
llkecome  pi^bltck,  and  iorwardcd  what 
was  to  happen. 

Let  any  one  imagine  my  trouble  and 
confufion,  aflfeflionate  and  tender  as  I 
was  i  what  innocence  on  my  fide,  and 
bow  many  motives  of  fufpicion  for  tlie 
jparquis.  He  finds  me  at  the  play,  I 
appear  to  be  engaged  with  a  very  hand- 
feme  young  gentleman,  and  attentive 
.10  bis  difcourfe :  no  fooner  do  I  dif- 
cover  him,  but  am  out  of  countenance  3 1 
do  more,  I  go  out,  and  fo  feem  to  avoid 
ibim*  AH  thefe  things,  united  to  the 
vnea&nels  arifing  from  what  Dubois 
bad  undoubtedly  told  him,  could  not 
iufFcr  him  to  be  very  cafy,  paiticularly 
f  fter  the  proofs  he  had  already  given  of 
bis  jealoufy. 

I  intended,  when  at  iK>me,  to  (hut 
inyfelf  up  and  write  j  but  how  much 
was  my  anxiety  increafed»  when  the 
young  Duke  of  *«— .  met  me  coming 
out  of  my  chair !   He  had  followed  me 
in  bis,  and  offered  his  hand  with  an  air 
of  concern  for  my  indifpofition,  which 
very  happily  was  vifible  in  my  face. 
I  made  ufe  of  this  pretext  to  set  rid  of 
bimt  by  faying!  found  myfelf  opprefTr 
ed,  and  was  going  to  bed.     He  ap- 
proved of  my  refoiudun,  and  offered  to 
Jend  an  eminent  phyfician  to  my  re- 
lief.    I  thanked  him  for  his  obliging 
.offers,  and  when  I  was  come  to  my 
apartment  he  retired,   afluring  me  he 
would  have  the  honour  of  waiting  on 
me  the  next  day,  and  in  the  mean  time 
!he  would  inform  himfelf  pun£lually  of 
my  .health. 

I  thought  I  was  going  to  be  atquie|| 
but  I  had  Madame  De  Genevars  ofHci- 
oufnefsto  endure  ftill.  Xhe  honour  and 
diftinAion  I  had  procured  her,  rendered 
ber  polite 3  politickly  hoping,  tliat  if  we 
Remained  good  friends,  fke  ihould  here- 
after enjoy  the  fame  pjejogatives*  I 
was,  obliged,  in  civility,  to  wait  till  ibe 
pleafed  to  quit  me,  which  ibe  did  as 
|bon  as  I  was  in  bed. 

I  ordered  my  aunt,  in  her  preience, 
to  lock  my  doors,  and  let  who  will 
^ome,  to  tell  them  I  was  in  bed,  in  or- 
der not  lo  be  dilturbed  in  my  reflec- 
tions, principally  on  the  incidents  of  that 
day. 

I  began  with  tears,  which  gave  me 
^lief  •    In  effe^i  could  there  be  a  ifxott 


cniel  caA  than  muse?  Had  €  on^  i 
moment,  from  the  time  I  firft  knew  a/* 
felf?  One  ;|ccident  bad  followed  ano* 
ther  i  I  bad  not  onemoment's  reft.  What 
could  I  hope  from  what  was  to  comet 
W^at  incidents  feemcd  ready  to  create 
new  troubles!  The  uneafmefs  of  thi^ 
old  marquis  about  me  j  his  fon*a  love 
and  jealoufy )  the  Duke  of  ■  -'s  (eati«> 
ments,  who  had  no  fooner  conceived* 
than  declared  them  $  would  not  all  tbia 
draw  on  confequences  ?  Could  I  expe6l; 
any  thing  elfe } 

I  was  only  entering  into  a  detail  of 
fo  many  perplexities,  in  order  to  take 
p-oper  meafuresy  when  my  aunt  canae 
into  my  room.  <  Madam,'  fays  flic^ 
<  here's  a  nobleman  deiires  in  the  haod- 

*  fomeft  roamier  to  fee  you.*—- <  Did  not 

*  I  tell  you,*  faid  X,  with  an  air  I  bacd 
much  ado  to  Aiftain,^  that  I  would  fee 

*  nobody !'— *  X  remember  it  very  well,* 
replied  the  good  creature  ^  <  but  thepcr- 

*  fon  of  whom  I  fpeak  lisys  he  muft  ne- 

*  ceilarily  fpeak  witk  you,  and  baa 
'  things  of  confequeace  to  communi- 

*  cate  to  you.'— <  Do  as  I  bid  yoo/ 
continued  I,  in  a  tone  to  be  obeyofly 
thinking  it  might  be  the  duke,  or  the 
old  marquis  i  *  tail  at  your  peril  I* 

After  my  aunt  was  gone  I  rofe,  and 
to  avoid  all  iurpriae,  coniidering .  her 
iimplicity,  X  dtew  the  bolts,  and  tbcit  I 
wrote  the  marquis  a  letter,  in  whick  I 
iogenioufly  gave  him  an  account  of  a)| 
that  had  paHed.  X  fbrefaw  the  uneaii- 
nefs  he  would  have  on  account  of  aay 
converfaxion  with  the  duke  at  the  co- 
medy. I  mentioned  my  apprebenfioaa 
in  relation  to  bis  father,  and  begged 
him,  in  order  to  obviate  what  Kaigkt 
happen,  to  change  my  abode,  and  even 
the  town,  if  it  could  be  done. 

I  was  much  eaficr  after  relieving  my- 
fdf  of  the  burden  wluch  weighpd  noe 
down.  It  was  after  midnight  bdore  my 
letter  was  fcaled,  and  ihere  was  no  like- 
lihood of  getting  it  delivered  then.  It 
was  of  fo  much  coofequenoe,  X  was  de* 
termined  to  ti*uft  nobody  witb  it  bat 
Saint  Fal  or  Dubois:  the  latter  bad 
proroifed  to  call  the  acxt  day,  and  I 
formed  my  i-efolution  accordingly.  Oae 
is  no  fooner  at  eaie  in  one  reipc£V»  hot 
one  wants  to  be  fo  in  another.  I  was 
extremely  iblicitous  to  kB<>w  who  can^e 
to  fee  roe^  when  Barbara  brought  me 
word  of  the  viAt  I  refufed.  Having 
then  my  wits  more  about  me»  I  began 
to  n^h  on  xbis.aif|ir,  and  X  fouoAt 

waa 
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m0  m  the  vraog  to  Imtfiim  tb»  Dukt 
sf«^*  would  oofMC  tgatn*  it  wm  fo 
ktdy  that  be  left  inc»  when  my^unt 
came  widi  the  me^ge.  It  was  not 
Itkcly  k  Ihottid  be  hioii  efpecially  know- 
log  I  va*  going  to  bed  1  be  ieeincd  to 
lam  more  refim  for  me,  than  to  com** 
nut  fuch  an  indecency.  I  turned  my 
cenjeAuno  another  way,  and  at  I  conld 
not  but  fix  them  upon  the  old  marquit,  I 
loond  them  alio  at  ill-grounded  on 
auny  acoounts,  unnece£iry  to  be  men* 
tuned.  But  it  was  not  the  hmt  as  to 
lut  Ami  he  loved  me*  had  many  rea* 
ibot  for  defiring  to  fpeak  to  me:  had 
Bot  hit  lealouiy  been  one,  it  wat  very 
natural  for  him,  ieciiig  me  go  out  on 
account  of  being  indifpoieda  to  fly  to 
my  honie  with  coaccrn»  and  leum  the 
occaiion  of  it,  at  well  at  iinreral  things 
that  mffiht  regard  him*  I  had  no  (boner 
nifed  tbtt  dmibt,  but  was  delirout  to 
clear  it  up :  I  rung  the  bell»  and  ac- 
cofding  to  the.defcription  my  aunt  gave 
of  the  gentleman  flie  bad  (cnt  away,  I 
fBond  my  rufpicton  too  well  sronndcd. 
Had  I  fiorcMen  that  my  obSinacy,  in 
not  hearing  my  aunt,  would  occa£on 
tbe  cruel  coniequencet  it  did,  I  flkould 
thn  have  regretted  the  giving  room  for 
tiiem.  But  can  one  forcfee  every  thing 
when  ia  perplexity  f  So  far  from  re- 
penting»  I  thought  my  lover  would  pais 
a  &vouffable  judgment  on  hit  dtiap- 
pointment  in  not  leeing  me,  and  would 
not  condemn  me  in  hit  heart.  But 
wee  men  bom  to  be  ;uft  ? — Pardon  me, 

0  faeft  of  ho/bandty  the  injuftice  of 
tkit  apoftnqihc  (  I  retrali  it}  my  fincere 
lovn  bat  long  fince  excepted  you  from 
the  number  ts£  thofe  I  mean. 

1  pafled  tbe  night  in  «eat  anxiety. 

1  waked  early,  hoping  X>ttbois  would 
egmtf  and  cimy  my  letter  to  the  mar- 
quit.  I  was  yak  up«  when  my  aunt  in- 
ionDcdmeotx  vibty  andaiked»  if  (be 
waa  to  deny  ne  aa  ihe  did  the  day  be- 
fae.  I  bid  her  fliew  up,  in  bopet  it 
waa  the  man  I  wasted ;  init  inftead  of 
Dubois,  a  gentleman  of  figure  appear- 
ed, who  named  ~  hsmfelf  immediately 
Meiiconrt,  lover  to  that  dear  friend. 
He  came  horn  the  monaftery  when  Ma- 
dame DeG<-'— had  fheltered  me.  How 
innhled  foever  I  might  be  in  mind, 
ovt  of  le^wd  for  my  friend,  I  recccved 
thegnitlemao  with  great  politcneft,  and 
camcftly  alked  after  hit  raiftrcfss  be 
jAelivered  me  n  letter  from  hei^  telhng 
pe,  tlat  af  f^QSk  as  )  had  sead  it^  he 


wonhl  fully  fatiafy  my  curiofity.     I 
opened  it,  and  read  at  follows. 


*  T  Scnd^ou,  mv  dear  friend,  tbe  hap« 
JL  <  py  newt  1  have  received  from  M^ 
D*e  Melicourt,  who  will  have  the  ho« 
nour  to  deliver  you  this  Utter.  I  call 
it  happy,  becaufe  it  will  ihortly  per* 
bapt  procure  me  the  charming  plea« 
fuve  of  embracing  you,  and  renewing 
our  tender  friendihip.  I  am  much 
obliged  to  him  for  complying  fo  tea* 
dily  with  the  defire  I  had,  that  yoa 
ihould  be  informed  by  him  of  tho 
good  effedt  which  followed  from  yoor 
kind  offices.  All  we  want  it  an  addi- 
tional interefl,  to  terminate  our  af* 
fairs  :  I  do  not  doubt  but  you  will 
employ  the  Marquit  of  L.  V.  to  preft 
my  dilcharge  from  tbe  monallery.  I 
confeft  it  will  be  fo  much  the  more 
agreeable,  at  it  will  bring  me  nearer 
vou  i  a  hippineft  I  am  ambitious  of 
beyond  what  1  can  txprefs. 

^  Our  mutual  friend,  tbe  difcreet 
Lindamine,  charged  me  to  tell  you, 
that  you  are  ever  in  her  thoughts. 
Do  you  think  I  yield  to  her  in  the  leaft^ 
as  to  vivacity  of  fentimentt  ? 

*  Saint  AcNEs.^ 

I  was  charmed  with  this  letter,  and 
the  hopes  it  gave  me  of  my  friend*s  af- 
fairs drawing  to  a  conclufion.  I  turned 
to  her  lover,  and  begged  him  to  com- 
pleat  my  Joy,  by  informing  me  what 
tiad  been  done,  and  why  I  had  been  fo 
long  without  hearing  from  her.  '  Ala», 
*.  Madam  t*  replied  he  with  a  figh,  *  the 

*  lovely  Minette  would  never  have  beard 

*  more  of  me  but  for  the  letters  you  for*- 

*  warded,  by  which  I  at  length  learned ' 

<  where  fhe  was  i  it  is  to  her,  it  is  to 
'  you,  I  owe  the  bappinefsof  having 

*  found  her  out.    I  thought  her  loft  for 

<  ever,  and  I  was  verv  far  from  per 

*  iuading  myfelf  of  the  poifibility  of 

*  any  fuch  thing,  which  I  thought  lb 
'  drifaiit.      Yon  yourielf  fliall  judge, 

*  by  what  happened  to  me  finc^  the  fa- 
^  tad  day,  when  tbe  artifice  and  credit 

*  of  her  unjutt  father  found  means  to 

*  ifeparate  us. 

«  You  knew,  Mademoifelle,*  conti- 
nued Melicourt,  *  in  what  a  cruel  man- 

*  ner  I  was  fnatched  from  tbe  embraces 

*  of  fo  beloved  a  wife.  Hadmyftrengih 

*  equalled  my  rage,  I  ihould  liave  freed 

*  royfelf  from  the  hands  of  thofe  cruel 
f  pcopk  who  oppofcd  the  relief  I  would 
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have  given  her  i  but  I  was  obliged  to 
yield  to  numbers)  and  it  was  not 
without  a  thoufand  efforts  that  they 
at  laft  (eized  me.  However,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  trouble  my  refinance  gave 
them,  and  my  furious  tranfports,they 
behaved  with  refpedl  to  mei^hey  had 
orders  undoubtedly  to  ufe  me  well. 
The  officer  who  commanded  theparty^ 
knowing  thedeep  concern  under  which 
I  laboured,  feemed  to  fliare  in  it,  and 
endeavoured  to  pacify  me  by  repeated 
affurances,that  my  confinement  would 
be  (hort ;  that  he  knew  the  affair  did 
not  regard  tlie  ftate,  but  was  entirely 
owing  to  the  intereft  of  a  family.  In 
all  appearance  thefe  differences  would 
neither  be  of  any  long  continuance, 
nor  have  any  farther  confequences . 
Inftead  of  anfwering,  I  held  my» 
tongue;  my  grief  was  mute,  and  con- 
tinued in  that  difpofttion  during  the 
four  days  of  my  journey 3  J  would  hear 
no  reafon. 

«  When  I   arrived  at  V— -,  they 

conduced  me  to  the  town-prifon ;  the 

next  day  the  governor  came  to  fee  me, 

and  affored  me  if  I  behaved  well,  I 

(hould  not  be  confined  eight  days.     I' 

afked  him  what  was  expelled  from 

me.     «« To  join,*'  faid  he,  «*  in  fetting 

**  aiideyour  marriage.    You  may  ima- 

•*  gine,  m  fpite  of  all  your  effoits,  it 

•*  will  be  fo  neither  more  nor  lefs,  for 

^  it  muft  end  there,  the  methods  yon 

employed  being  unwarrantable,  ^hali 

^  I  acquaint  you  what  miift  be  the  con - 

M  iequences  ot  yourrefufal  ?  a  long  and 

•«  ruinous  fuit  between  your  familiej. 

*<  Is  it  not  much  better  prudently  to 

**  coniisnt  to  what  you  cannot  avoid, 

^  than  to  give  your  adveriary  a  handfe 

**  to  opprefs  yoti,  and  keep  you  here 

««  during  pleafurc?  Prudence  requires^f 

««  us  to  yield  to  occurrences ;  and  he  is 

*'  truly  wife,  who  knows  how  to  fuit 

"  his  condu^  to  the  caprices  of  for- 

«  tun5." 

*  Such  was  the  govemor^s  difcourfe 

*  as  often  as  he  came  to  fee  me,  but 
«  without  any  effect.     I  affured  him  of 

*  my  conilancy  and  refolution,  with  a 
«  protedation  that  I  defied  Monfieur  De 

*  ',  from  the  hopes  I  had  of  being 

*  prote6ted  b^  the  king's  juftice,  and 

*  bis  decifion  m  my  favour ;  that  in  the 
<  mean  time  I  would  oppole  patience  to 
i  theperfecutions  prepared  for  me. 

*  The  governor,  who  was  undoubt- 
«  cdly  an  i^tipfiate  friend  of  Monlleur 


Be——,  and  who  had  been  pitched!- 

rn  in  order  to  intimidate  me,  (eem-« 
much  diffatisfied  with  my  ftcadi-- 
nefs :  however,  he  behaved  like  a  gen  «» 
tleman  j  and,  barring  my  confinement, 
I  was  treated  with  great  indulgence  § 
but  he  had  his  views,  as  I  have  plain- 
\y  difcovered. 

*  He  came  every  eight  days,  and  af-» 
ter  fome  time  heceafed  to  talk  of  my 
affairs,  not  to  provoke  me  $  my  fear 
of  potting  him  upon  the  chapter  of 
diJIolving  thif  marriaee  leftrained  my 
curiofity,  and  hinderid  my  a(king  any 
queftions. 

*  In  the  mean  time,  the  vneafinefs  I 
fuffered  on  account  of  my  charming^ 
Minette,  tormented  me  night  and  day 
to  the  laft  degree :  there  was  not  a 
moment  I  did  not  lament  her  abfence^ 
and  feek  means  of  obtaining  my  liber- 
ty ;  but  I  was  fo  fecured,  that  there 
was  no  hope  of  efie6ling  it. 

*  After  having  loft  ti^ie  endearing^ 
hopes,  I  employed  myfelf  in  endca* 
vouring  to  inform  my  father  of  the 
place  of  my  confinement,  that  he 
might  exert  his  power  for  my  deli- 
very :  this  feemed  lefs  difficult  than 
making  my  efcape.  The  turnkey  wha 
attended  me,  and  whom  I  had  been 
a  iong  time  gaining  by  little  natifica*^ 
tions,  and  formal  promifes  of  making 
his  fortune  upon  obtaining  my  liber- 
ty, if  he  would  come  into  my  mea* 
fures,  appeared  fit  for  my  purpofe.  I 
flattered  myfelf  the  more,  becaofe 
he  feemed  compaiikmate,  and  would 
(bmetimes  of  his  own  accord  bewaU 
his  being  engaged  in  an  employment, 
to  which  he  had,  he  faid,  fuch  a  re- 
pugnance and  antipathy.  This' con- 
fidence feemed  to  me  a  good  omen*; 
and  when  I  imagined  I  had  wrought 
him  to  that  |ntch  of  compaffion  I  de- 
fired,  I  opened  myfelf  one  day  to 
him,  and  propofed  to  him,  under 
promifeofa  good  reward,  to  deliver 
a  letter  I  had  wrote  to  my  father.  He 
feemed  ihnck  at  the  propofition,  and 
expreiTed  his  diflike  of  it,  by  repre- 
fenting  the  punifhments  affigned  for 
thofe  who  betrayed  their  tniftonthelike 
occafions  :  to  enforce  which,  he  cited 
feveral  examples,  the  very  rehearfiil 
of  which  was  really  fhockingi^andbe 
did  it  fb  pathetically  in  his  way^hulie 
feemed  much  terrified.  I  found  him 
fo  averfe  this  firft  time,  that  I  did  not 
prefft  hiai  any  fartbec :  1  tboughtit 
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bcft  to  wiit  aaothcr  dxf  to  fpeak  a- 
agaiUf  aad  prepare  him  by  def;rees  t 
tbof  he  infenfibly  accuftomed  himielf 
to  my  propoials. 

*  It  happened  as  I  gueflfed  i  the  turn* 
key  yiddcd  at  laft^  and  charged  him- 
§df  with  my  packet,  promifing  it 
Ihoiild  be  ddiYered  asdiie£ked»  and 
that  I  ikould  have  an  anfwcr.  Thefe 
fair  hopes  gave  fame  tmce  U>  my  pain, 
and  I  waited  impatiently  t^e  iflue. 
The  time  feemed  infimportabiy  long, 
and  ifaera  were  now  fifteen  whole  days 
poftd  away  without  hearing  one  word. 
He  ezhortnl  me  to  have  patience,  af- 
fiiriiK  it  would  not  be  long  before  I 
wasutisfied.  As  a  proof  that  I  ought 
not  to  be  oneaTy,  the  turnkey  inform- 
ed me  bow  he  had  contrived  to  be  cer- 
tain of  the  packet's  being  delivered, 
widicut  nmning  any  riw.  He  had 
icothis  brother,  as  he  afliired  me,  who 
was  to  deliver  my  letter  himfelf,  and 
bfing  back  an  anfwer.  This  Teemed 
fi>  feafible,'  that  I  applauded  it,  and 
eafly  believed  all  he  md  on  the  Tub- 
jea. 

<  I  bad  wrote  a  letter  to  my  dear 
Minette,  wherein  I  aflured  her  of  be- 
ing for  ever  conftant.  As  I  was  ig- 
norant what  became  of  her,  I  d^fueid 
my  father  to  get  this  letter  delivered 
wfaeitv 


ever  (he  was,  and  to  fend  her  an- 
fwer.    I  was  prepared  on  every  fide, 
and  made  no  doubt  but  that  I  had 
taken  care  to  be  ferved  according  to 
my  wifhes.    A  prifbner  has  time  to 
think  of  every  thing. 
*  One  night,   being  more  impatient 
than  ever,  and  iameudng  bitterly  that 
I  had  no  news,  I  heard  an  uniifual 
noife  of  bolts,  wbich  furprized  me.   I 
was  alone  in  my  towen    It  could  be 
only  to  me  thqr  camei  and,  unlcfs 
it  were  Ibmething  very  prefling,  it  was 
not  then  an  hour  for  any  body  to  vifit 
me :  in  fine,  it  vras  my  turnkey.  Joy 
in  his    countenance  promifed  good 
news,  and  mimediately  railed  my  ijpi- 
nts.    Nothinff  but  tidings  of  my  let« 
ters,  or  my  liberty,  that  could  occa- 
fion  his  vint  or  his  looks.    1  eagerly 
afkedv  him  what  I  was  to    expcfl. 
<  See,**  (aid  be,  delivering  me  a  packet 
of  letters, "  to  what  danger  I  have  ex- 
*  pofed^yfelf !  I  fay  no  more.  Adien. 
I  trfinble  I  My  fidelity  roufl  not  be 
fvfpefted.    My  brother  is  but  juft 
arrived,  and  notwithftandingthe  dan- 
1«  m  COpPg  9X  dui  time,  I  could 


not  withftand  the  pleaf^me  of  eafing 
your  concern,  and  afibrding  you  a 
good  night.'*  I  thought  this  regard 
of  his  fo  kind,  that  in  order  to  give 
him  an  early  i nuance  of  mvacknow« 
ledgment,  I  drew  a  fmall  diamond 
from  my  finger,  and  made  him  a  pre- 
fent  of  it,  with  alTurances  that  I  would 
not  flop  there.  The  turnkey  went 
awav  well  fatisfied  j  but  I  was  cer- 
tainly more  fo  at  that  time  than  he. 
*  I  was  no  fboner  alone,  but  I  opened 
my  packet  in  great  hafte:  it  contained 
two  letters ;  the  firft  viras  from  my  fa. 
ther,  the  other  from  my  wife.  I  found 
my  father's  hand  fomewhat  difiereni 
from  what  it  .ufed  to  be,  but  I  took 
very  little  notice  of  it ;  as  for  the  fe- 
cond,  figned  Minette,  I  thought  of 
nothing  but  the  pleafure  I  enjoyed.  It 
was  the  firft  I  ever  received  from  her^ 
and  only  delayed  by  kifiing  a  thou* 
fand  times  the  teftimony  I  expeded  of 
her  love.  However  eager  I  might  b« 
to  know  the  reafbns  of  my  confine- 
ment,  love  prevailed  over  curiofity. 
Here  is  Minette's  letter. 

1  Thought  I  could  not  refufe,  Sir, 
«  an  anfwer  to  your  letter.  I  am 
'  forry  for  what  you  fuffered  upon  my 
'  account.     I  advife  you  to  contribute 
'  to  your  enlargement,  by  fubmitting 
^  to  what  is  expe6led  from  you.     For 
=  my  part,  I  thought  myfelf  obliged  to 
obey  a  parent  $  and  it  I  am  the  only 
caufe  .of  your  troubles,   I   remove 
that  obftacle,  by  releafmg  you  from 
any  engagement  between  us.     I  had 
fome  fcruple  in  the  alFatr  3  but  I  have 
been  informed  the  firft  duty  of  a 
daughter  is  to  obey  her  father,  and 
that  all  engagements  are  void  which 
are  made  without  theconfent  of  thofe 
who  brought  us  into  this  world.     I 
hope  you  will  have  fenfe  and  refolu- 
tion  enough  to  conform  yourfelf  to 
fo  warrantable  an  excufe,  and  that 
your  efteem  for  me  is  fuch  as  not  to 
oppoie  my  tranquillity." 


*  I  thought  this  letter  fo  cruel,  and 
*  it  overwhelmed  me  with  fo  violent  a 
<  grief,  I  had  like  to  have  fainted  a- 
'  way.  Delpair  alone  prefei-ved  my 
«  fenfes.  *•  Perfidious  wretch  T'  I  cried, 
'  throwing  the  4etter  difdainfully  away, 
<<  could  I  expe6l  fuch  a  barbarous  re- 
*'  turn?  So  much  love  and  con  ft  ancy, 
«  did  they  dtferve  a  change  fo  odious  ?'* 

•Iv- 
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<  I  was  two  hours  in  a  ftate  as  paiaful 

<  to  feel  as  to  d^fcrib^j  I  threw  out  a 

<  thouiand  imprecations  againft  the  nn- 
«  gratefui  creature,  andftopped  twenty 

*  times  before  I  could  read  over  my  fa- 

*  thcr*s  letter.     He  expreifed  great  ten- 

*  dernefsy  exhorting  me  to  have  pati* 

*  tn<x,  and  promifed  I  fliould  foon  be 

*  at  liberty,  provided  I  renounced  my 

*  marriage.  He  very  frankly  confeffed, 
«  that  Minette'a  father  had  much  th6 
^  better  intere((>  and  that  I  ihould  pe- 
^  rifh  in  prifon  if  I  did  not  fubn^it  to 

*  power,  as  he  had  done.     He  gave  ihe 

*  an  account  of  the  perfidy  of  my  mif- 
«  trefs,  who  had  held  out  but  a  ftW 

<  days  I  and)  to  obtain,  her  pardooi),  had 

*  accepted  of  a  hofband  recommended 
'  *  by  her  relations,  to  whom  (he  .was  to 

«  be  married  in  eight  days.     He  «x- 

<  horted  me  to  imitate  her,  afTurin^  tn6 

*  that  I  Ihouid  be  rcftorcd  to  my  liber- 

<  ty  as  foon  as  I  ihould  take^  fuch  a  re- 

*  folution.  I  was  not  able  to  go  through 
•,  the  letter,  I  had  too  much  of  it  al- 

*  ready:   the  night  was  fpent  in  walk- 

<  ing  about  my  chamber,  ^nd  complain- 

*  ing  of  my  perfidious  miftrefs. 
«  I  was  three  days  and  three  nights 

«  without  taking  any  thing,  and  it  was 

*  the  fourth  day,  that  being  afhamed  of 

*  my  folly,  I  refolved  on  declaring  I  had 
«  no  farther  thoughts  of  the  unraithful 

<  Minette  3  and  that  fince  flie  had  been 
«  capable  of  deceiving  me,  I  would  ne- 
«  ver  hear  her  named.     I  had  no  fooner 

*  explained  myfelf  on  this  fubje^l,  and 
«  confented  to  the  fetting  afide  my  mar- 
»  riage,but  I  was  prom  i  fed  my  liberty  on 

<  this  condition,  that  I  (hould  return  to 

*  my  father,  and  never  more  endeavour 

*  to  fee  my  ungrateful  miftrefs.  I  was 
«  too  angiy  to  make  any  difficulty  up- 
«  on  that  head.  My  hatred,  fo  natu- 
«  rally  expreffed,  forwarded  my  liber- 

*  ty,  and  it  was  granted  three  days 

*  after. 
«  As  foon  as  I  was  at  liberty,  t  went 

*  to  my  father.  He  confirmed  Minette's 
'  perfidy,  and  fliewed  me  a  letter,  letting 

*  forth  all  it's  circumftances.  He  told 
^  me  what  fteps  he  had  taken  to  pro- 
«  cure  my  liberty,  which  proved  inef- 

*  fcftual,  through  the  great  credit  which 

*  Minette's  father  had  employed  s    he 

*  told  me,  however,  that  in  fpite  of  all 

*  his  intcreft,  his  adverfary  would  have 
^  had  the  worftof  it  5  bccaufe,  as  my  fa- 

*  ther  afted  incognito,  he  muft  have 
«  been  plamtifiF  ia  the  tnal»  without  a 


defendant^  on  atecMmt  cff  Im  ifefiifiil^ 
his  own  dauehtefy  if  I  had  not  gifeat 
my  confent  ror  tbe  annuiliitg  the  mar' 
riage.  This  occafioned  a  letter  front 
court,  by  which  he  was  given  to  tm- 
derfbmd,  that  if  he  puflied  thtnga  any 
farther,  he  fhould  neMer  fee  me  again  | 
a  menace  that  Aopped  him  fliort,  hf 
reafon  of  die  tsiulernefs  he  had  for 
me. 

*  Above  Cit  ikionths  after,  talking 
with  my  relations  about  m]r  eoDfine- 
ment,  and  fi^lUng^  them  alter  vitee 
manner  I  found  means  to  write  to  my 
father,  I  underfto6d  he  had  never  re- 
ceived my  letttr.  This  incident  affa>- 
niihed  me$  and  I  greatly  furpriacd 
my  father  in  my  turn,  when  I  pro* 
duced  the  pretended  letter  I  thoughe 
he  had  writ.  He  was  himfelf  almoft 
mifbken  in  die  hand,  fb  litde  diffi:- 
rence  there  was  between  it  and  hia 
own.  He  afTured  me  he  never  wrote 
to  me  J  and  notwithftanding  the  puna 
he  took  to  find  out  how  they  could 
counterfeit  his  hand,  he  nearer  could 
clear  up  the  affair,  and  it  is  but  late- 
ly «that  this  myfteiy  wat  brmi^t  ta 
ligfct. 

*  However,  thi»  inifamce  of  fot^f 
gave  me  fome  fufpicion.  I  acquaint* 
ed  my  father  with  it,  but  he  was  th^ 
innocent  caufe  that  I  did  not  examine 
things  with  proper  attention.  Tlie 
confidence  he  was  iii  of  Minette's  in- 
fidelity, .which  had  been  confirmed  to 
him  from  different  hands,  pafied  eveit 
to  me;  and  I  thought  there  was  {<% 
much  reafon  to  forget  her,  that  I  Ihould 
in  time  have  attained  it. 

*  For  fome  months  I  wa«  exceeding 
melancholy ;  notwithftanding  my  en- 
deavours, I  could  not  foK^  the  mi- 
grateful  Mademoifelle  De  — ^.  I 
ftrove,  indeed,  to  divert  my  thoughtt 
from  her  (  but  her  dear  idea  Ind  taken 
too  deep  root  in  my  heart  to  be  i<> 
eafily  torn  away.  Sometimes  refent- 
ment  gave  me  «ife,  but  it  fbott  vanilb- 
ed  I  and  after  all  my  nrojefls  to  (or^ 
her,  I  found  myfbit  the  moft  unfbr* 
tunate  and  moft  eoamoui^d  of  maa— 
kind. 

'  But  my  mother,  who  fuflfered  pn>* 
digioudy  to  fee  me. Wade  away  by  de- 
grees, and  feared  at  laft  to  lofe  me» 
thought  if  Ihe  could  but  contrive  t6 
give  me  an  inclination  for  fomebodf 
elfe,  that  I  fhouM  r^corer.  in  tirne^ 
and  forget  tho  pesfidioii#  Minttte; 

♦To 
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To  this  eSeStf  flie  drew  much  compa- 
ny to  the  houfe,  and  put  mt  underan 
obligatiooy  as  is  ufuai,  of  aflifting  in 
the  honours  of  the  aflfembly  which  was 
conftamly  held.    All  the  neighbour- 
hood afforded  of  handfome  young  la- 
dies came  to  it.     One  in  particular, 
aBout  fourteen,  of  a  brown  complex- 
ion, and  a  chearful  amiable  charac- 
ter, diilinguiihed  herfelf,  and  was  ad- 
mired by  adl  the  world.     She  was  al  - 
vaysmeny,  and  had  (bmethinflr  newj 
to  be  acquainted  with  her,  and  defire 
to  lore  her,  was  the  fame  thing.     At 
firft  I  only  looked  at  her,  and  conii- 
dered  bow  well  die  deferred  the  praifes 
given  her :  but  a  cuftom  of  feeing  her 
loon  had  a  farther  effe6l  -,  I  wifiied  to 
(hare  in  her  friendfiiip.     Time  could 
not  be  more  agreeably  fpent  j  flie  did 
not  icem  averfe  to  me,  and  was  the 
moft  obliging  creature  in  the  world : 
the  more  I  knew  her,  the  more  I  was  • 
enchanted.     My  mother  perceived  it, 
and  being  willing  to.fnatch  an  oppor- 
tunity (he  had  b^n  purpofely  waiting 
for,  flie  Ipoke  to  the  young  lady^s  mo- 
ther, named  roe  for  her  daughter,  and 
advanced  matters  with  fo  much  ex- 
pedition, that  three  days  after  fhe  told 
me,  if  1  was  in  love  with  Mademoi- 
felk  De  ,  as  (he  had  no  room  to 

doubt,  I  diould  behcrhuiband  in  eight 
days. 

•  Any  body  but  myfelf  would  have 
been  tranfported  with  fuch^an  expec- 
utiott.  The  lady  in  queAion  was  ex- 
ceeding lovely  I  a  thoufand  good  qua- 
lities enhanced  her  charms :  they  bad 
&duced  me  in  appearance  i  yet  it  was 
admiration,  and  not  love,  which  af  • 
fefted  me,  as  I  difcovered  when  my 
modier  propofed  her  for  a  wife  j  in- 
Aead  of  the  comfort  (he  had  promifed 
herfelf,  (he  met  with  nothing  but  trou* 
hie  and  perplexity. 
'  This  unexiie£led  coldnefs  furpriaed 
her.  She  alked  what  could  occafion 
it;  and>vhether  it  were  pofllble,  af- 
ter having  (hewn  fuch  a  deference  for 
Mademoifelle  De  — ^-,  that  I  (hould 
hdstate  to  thank  her  for  he^  trouble, 
in  getting  roe  preferred  to  a  number  of 
ot^s  who  fi^ed  for  her.  I  loved  my 
mother  too  well  to  dilguife  the  matter  j 
1  told  her  ilacerely  bow  I  was  affe^- 
ed.  The  propofed  lady*s  charms  had 
fc&£bly  touched  me  i  but  I  continued 
to  love  the  perfidious  Minette.  Her 
image  was  more  deeply  rooted  than 


*  ever  in  my  heart,  when  (he  (eemed  juft 
'  upon  the  point  of  being  baniihed  fit>m 
'  ic.    I  bemoaned  my  weaknefs  { I  a(k- 

*  ed  a  thoufand  pardons  for  it  of  tht 
'  heft  of  mothers  $  but  I  could  not  ex« 

*  tort  from  myfelf  a  promife  to  comply 
'  with  what  (he  had  engaged  her  word 

*  for.     It  was  to  no  pur  pole  for  her  to 

*  remonlbate  the  injury  I  did  myfelf 
«  thereby,  the  Iblly  of^  a  con  (fancy  lb 

<  ill  deierved,   and  the  refentmcnt   of 

*  Mademoifelle  De        ■  and  of  her  fa- 

*  mily,  if  I  perfifted  in  my  fentiments. 

<  I  owned  the  juftnefs  of  her  reflexions, 

*  but  at  the  fame  time  declared,  that  if 
'  they  drove  roe  to  this  marriage,  how 

*  flattering  foever  it  might  appear,  they 

*  would  render  me  the  molt  unhappy  of 

*  mankind. 

*  My  mother,  moved  with  all  I  had 

*  faid  on  this  occafion,  promifed  me  fo 

*  to  manage  matters,  that  my  refufal 
'  (hould  not  appear ;  and  in  order  to  it» 

*  (he  would  find  pretences  for  a  delay, 

<  the  better  to  break  olf  the  affair.  This 
'  good nefs,  this  condefcenfion,  gained 

*  upon  me  fo  much,  and  appeared  To  en- 

*  dearing,  that  I  expreffcd  my  acknow- 

*  ledgments  in  the  moft  lively  and  re- 

<  fpedlFul -terms.  I  thought  I  was  myfelf 

*  again,  and  forefawwhatwasto  happen. 

*  Neverthelefsr  my  father,  uho  was 
^  notfo  complaifant  as  (he  io  giving  in- 

<  to  my  way  of  tliinking,  called  my  mo- 

*  ther's  goodneis  imprudence,  and  would 

*  not  join  in  it.  He  told  me,  that  1  e 
f  did  not  undudand  my  vifions  j  ai  d 

*  told  me  Uernly,  he  expected   me  \o 

*  agree  to  the  marriage,  which  had  on* 

<  ly  been  concerted  in  complaifance  'o 

<  roe.  It  was  in  vain  for  me  to  try  h:» 
'  paternal  tender  nefs  j    he  would  hear 

*  no  reafon.   My  father  reminded  me  of 

*  the  trouble  I  had  already  occafioned 

*  through  his  fond  complaifance,  ai.d 

*  aiTured  me,  that  if  I  took  the  way  10 

<  give  him  more,  he  would  make  n  e    . 

*  know  who  was  mailer,  and  that  l.e 

*  expected  to  be  obeyed. 

*  Things  were  in  this  pofture,  when 
'  a  granger  arrived  and  enquired  for  me  a 

*  it  was  high  timej  I  was  on  the  b^ink 

*  of  being  tied  for  ever,  and  after  long 
'  (Irugglcs  finking  under  afather*s  au-^ 

*  thoriiy  j  but  the  letters  that  were  cl€- 

*  livered  changed  the  face  .of  a(Fai:8, 

*  and  gave  me  a  legal  right  of  proicft- 
'  ingagaintf  my  intended  marriage.     I 

*  was  tranfported  with  joy  to  think  the 

*  charming,  dear  Minette,  wasconitani, 

Y  'and 
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and  I  blufhed  for  having  been  capable 
of  fufpeAin^  her  fidelity.     I  bewail-^ 
ed  her  condition,  and  my  father  join- 
ed with  me  in  detefting  the  cruelty 
of  her  relations,  in  barbaroufly  facri- 
ficing  her  to  vile  intereft :  we  took 
advice  concerning  the  violence  offer- 
ed this  adorable  perfon  :  we  confult- 
the  laws,  and  the  molt  eminent  law- 
yer* ;  they  were  of  c*)inion,  that  Mi"- 
nette  fliould  proteft  againtt  her  vows, 
and  the  fuit  be  revived  which  had  been 
carried  on,  to  have  her  acknowledged 
for    the  daughter  of  Monfieur  De 
%     My  father  would  not  let  me 
appear  in  the  affair,  hut  managed  it 
in  the  fame  manner  as  MonfieUr  De 
■  ■■       had  done  before^  and  this  with 
fo  much  addi-efs,  that  the  affair  was 
on  the  point  of  being  determined  in 
three  months  time. 
«  Monficur  Dc  — ,  who  little  cx- 
pe6led  to  fee  this  aff'.iir  renewed  again, 
which  fo  nearly  concerned  him,  thought 
to  confound  his  fecret  enemies  with 
the  fame  facility  as  before;  but  he 
found  things  very  much  altered :  his 
prore6lor  was  dead,  and  the  fuccelfol: 
not  altogether  fo  paitial  in  his  favour. 
He  was  obliged  now  to  appear,  and 
put  in  his  anfwer*to  the  ftrong  attacks 
that  vtrere  made  again  ft  him.     As  the 
proofs  were  clear  as  the  dav,  hs  nvas 
at   lad    condemned  to  acknowledge 
Minette  for  his   daughter;  and,  on 
account  of  his  former  behaviour,  and 
the  violence  Ife  had  employed,  he  was 
forbid  the  lightof  her  till  farther  orders. 
*  Tlie  verbal  procefs  of  this  affair 
having  been  fent  to  Rome,  the  holy 
father  named  commiffarics  t6  examine 
it;  and,  after  a  mature  deliberation, 
i&  was  determined  that  the  nuncio 
fhould  decide  it.  ^ 

*  This,    Mademoifelle,*    continued 
Melicourt,  *  is  the  prefent  pofture  of 

*  our  ailairs }  and  therefore  your  charm- 

*  ing  friend  begs  your  afUltance.     The 

*  jultice  of  her  caule  is  all  die  has  to 

*  depend  on.     My  father  has   not  the 

*  honour  to  know  our  judge ;  and  we 

*  have  fome  realbn  to  fear  he  will  not 

*  be  favourable  to  us,  not  only  from 

*  the  intereft  that  Monlieur  De  — - 

*  may   ftill  have,   which  he  will   un- 

*  dotibtedly  exert  on  this  occafion,  ixit 

*  even  from  the  confequences  of  fuch 

*  an  indulgence,  which  may  become  a 

*  precedent  for  others  in  the  fame  cafe. 


<  As  to  Monfienr  De  *— -^*  adiect 
Melicourt,   *  he  is  exafpcrated  again^ 

his  daughter;  and  declares,  that  if 
(he  is  freed  from  her  vows,  he  will 
never  fee  her :  his  wife  joins  with 
him;  and,  without  a  miracle,  there 
is  no  room  to  believe  he  will  ever  \uf 
afide  this  unjuft  prejudice. 
*  The  powerful  party  my  father  bat 
formed  for  us  in  the  province,  has 
declared  in  our  favour,  and  promifes, 
if  the  nuncio  reftores  Minette  to  her 
libeity,  Co  unfuftly  taken  away,  w6 
fhall  be  married  after  the  proper  furms 
have  been  obferved  ;  in  this  they  ge- 
nerally agree.  I  went  in  perfon  to 
acquaint  Saint  Agnes  with  thefe  par- 
ticulars ;  (be  was  equally  pleafed  with 
me,  and  fhewed  fo  great  an  eameft- 
nefs,  that  you,  Mademoifelle,*  faid 
this  conftant  lover,  <  fliould  fliare  in  our 
joy,  that  I  am  come  with  zeal  to  im* 
pait  to  you  this  tranfaftion.  I  beg 
you  to  continue  to  us  both  your  friend- 
fhip,  which  we  value  beyond  ex- 
prellion.* 

Thus  did  Melicourt  finilh  his  ftoTT* 
I  obferved  him,  during  his  difcourte, 
and  found  him  to  be  worthy  my  charm- 
ing friend.  I  heartily  tlianked  him  for 
his  complaifance ;  and  I  promifed  to 
contribute  every  thing  in  my  power  to 
promote  his  intereft,  which  I  eamcftly 
embraced,  and  would  certainly  emi^oy 
all  my  credit  in  an  affair  wherein  I  took 
fo  great  a  (hare.  He  feemed  fatisfied 
with  thefe  aifurances :  and,  to  leave 
him  no  room  to  doubt  of  my  being  in 
eameit,  I  told  him  I  was  that  moment 
wiiting  to  the  perfon  Saint  Agnes  had 
mentioned,  and  that  I  hoped  I  fhoukl 
know  that  very  day  if  I  might  depend 
upon  thofe  I  intended  to  employ.  I 
took  my  pen,  and  inferted  this  requeft 
in  my  letter  to  the  marquis,  which  I 
recommended  in  a  manner  the  mod  pre* 
valent  to  render  it  effe6):ual. 

Dubois,  whom  I  impatiently  expe6^<^ 
ed,  never  came.  I  could  not  inaagine 
how  to  account  for  this  delay :  it  was 
now  pa(t  noon,  and  my  uneafmefs  be- 
came To  manifeftly  vihble,  that  Meli-  | 
court  perceiving  it,  afked  me  the  caufe  ^ 
of  it.  I  could  not  lefift  the  defire  he  | 
(hewed  of  making  me  eafy  ;  I  thought 
I  faw  In  him  a  fecond  Saint  Agnes  ; 
befides,  I  imagined  myfelf  in  fo  much 
danger,  till  I  had  acquainted  the  mar- 
qui$>  that  I  ought  to  hazard  the  feciet, 

an 


THE  FORTUNATE  COUNTRY  MAID. 


IB  order  to  get  a  letter  delivered  to  my 
kver,  on  wkicb  I  thought  my  fsfrtv 
depended.  I  conid  inlit  Melicourt  with 
ibe  commiffion,  which  be  joyfully  ac- 
cepted, ind  promifed  to  bring  me  an 
iBrwer  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour.  I 
was  orerfoycd  at  this ;  and  giving  him 
lu  infhi]6^ions,  he  fet  cot.  Ought  I 
to  bmre  nupcSted  what  he  brought  me 
bock  ?  O  Heaven  \  I  tremble  at  this 
day,  wbcn  I  think  on  the  cruel  anfwer 
I  recfived-  If  any  one  ha«  Shared  in 
die  preceding  perplexities  I  have  under- 
gone, let  them  continue  thdr  pity  for 
me;  they  will  fliortly  fee  whether  I  de- 
ferred it,  and  whether  the  peace  and 
proipenty  I  aAually  enjoy  have  not 
been  booght  by  ail  that  is  mod  fenfible 
to  a  woman,  whofe  heart  has  ever  been 
fo  tender  and  faithful  as  mine. 

It  was  almoft  three  in  the  afternoon) 
23id  no  Mdi court  yet  i*cturned.  Let 
any  one  imagine  what  I  fuffered;  a 
dioufand  things  came  into  my  head  up- 
on this  delay.  To  crown  my  misfor- 
tune, Mad«me  Dc  Geneval  entered  my 
chamber,  telling  me  the  marquis  was 
come,  who  followed  her  in.  How  hard 
is  it  toaffefl  tranquiHity  when  inward! v 
racked  with  cares  !i  and  how  much  it 
has  coft  me  to-accuftom  myfeif  to  this 
policy,  fo  neceffary  in  the  world,  which 
obliges  one  to  be  perpetually  difguifed  1 
I  was  too  much  a  novice  in  this  art,  to 
afRmie  that  air  which  eludes  the  eye  of  * 
the  curious^.  The  old  marquis  per- 
ceived the  conftraint  I  was  under,  and 
alked  me,  (witb  a  politenefs  which  fa^ 
much  dil^inguifhes  people  of  a  certain 
quality)  if  he  was  not  come  at  an  im- 
proper time.  I  could  not  help  blufhing 
at  his  penetration  ;  however,  1  anfwer- 
ed  luckily  enough,  attributing  the  trou- 
ble I  could  not  hide  to  an  indifpofition 
that  Irang  upon  me.  To  recover  my- 
lejfy  and  avoid  a  converfation,  whereof 
I  dreade<l  the  confequences,  I  alked  his 
lordfliip^s  leave  to  continue  my  work  ; 
this  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  ^looking 
down,  for  I  dreaded  to  meet  his  eyes. 
Though  in  years,  he  had  a  piercing 
look,  which  fcemcd  to  read  one's  very 
thoughts.  Whether  it  was  prejudice  or 
fear,  every  tinw?  he  looked  me  in  the 
face,  I  imagined  his  eyes  faid,  *  Ah, 

•  Jenny,  Jenny!  it  is  to  no  purpofe  to 
*■  bide  yourfelf  from  me  ;    I  read  the 

*  very  motions  of  of  your  heart.'  One 
may  judge  if  I  was  very  eafy  under 
(bch  an  apprebeniion. 


Any  body  but  myfeif,  in  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  would  have  forefeen  that 
Melicourt  might  return  with  a  letter^ 
or  perhaps  have  Tome  fecrets  to  com* 
municate,  and  therefore  would  have  ab* 
fented  themfelves  for  a  moment,  under 
pretence  of  giving  orders  to  a  fervant. 
It  is  commonly  laid,  tliat  the  fimpleft 
girl  has  alw.iys  fcnfe  enough  to  manage 
what  regards  her  henrt  :  I  ingcnuofly 
own  myfeif  not  to  be  of  that  number* 
I  thoucrht  the  leaft  aflion  would  render 
me  fiirpeded,  and  even  betray  me. 

When  my  eyes  met  thole  of  the  old 
marquis,  1  caft  them  quickly  down 
again  in  great  confufion  j  I  thought  be 
came  only  to  mnkc  difcoveries,  and  that 
I  was  to  guard  npfainit  all  ^hat  might 
lay  me  open.  U',)on  ibis,  I  put  on  a 
formal  countenance ;  my  difcourfe  wat 
perplexed,  and  in  my  agitation  I  often 
anlwered  without  underftancUng  what 
was  faid,  01*  knowing  what  I  ani'wered* 

The  old  marquis,  too  quick-lighted 
not  to  fee  the  ililorder  1  was  in,  curious 
perhaps  to  aiigmetit  it,  or  find  out  the 
meaning  of  it,  drew  near,  and  b^gan 
to  be  very  fwect,  but  in  the  mott  re- 
fined manner  in  the  world.  Madame 
De  Geneval  applauded  him,  undoubt- 
edly vexed,  though  willing  to  make  her 
court.  For  my  part,  totally  abfcnt,  I 
fcarce  ^ave  him  an  anfwer  j  a  forced 
fniile  often  fupplied  the  place  of  a  real 
one.  *  Confcfs,  Madam,*  faid  the  mar- 
quis to  Gene-,  al,  playing  with  a  ball  of 
{ilk,   *  that  the  countel's  has  a   com- 

*  plexion  not  to  bcmatchcd.     Do  you 

*  obl'erve  the  delicacy  of  her  features^ 

*  and  thofe  little  dimples  which  form 

*  themfelve^i  when  that  pretty  mouth  it 

*  going  to  utter  the  leaft  fyliable  V  Per- 
plexed as  I  was,  I  could  not  help  fmil- 
ing  from  time  to  time  every  feature  re- 
ceived it*s  encomium  ;  and  letting  none 
efcape  him,  his  imagination,  more  live- 
ly than  could  be  expelled  for  his  age, 
fcemcd  tranfported  when  he  fpoke  of  all 
the  charms  with  which,  he  flattered 
me. 

1  was  handfome ;  I  have  faid  fo  be- 
fore, and  I  am  forry  I  am  obliged  to  re- 
pent it,  and  to  fpeak  of  myfeit  with  lefs 
referve  than  1  would  chufe}  but  I  can- 
not give  a  probability  to  certain  tran- 
fpons,  without  ingenuoufly  telling  what 
gave  them  birth.  The  marquis  watf 
fill  prizing  in  that  refpe6l.  I  was  fome 
time  before  I  could  account  for  it ;  his 
cui'ious  looks  betrayed  him.  The  pof- 
y  a  turc 
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ture  I  was  in  flicwcd  mybrtaft,  not- 
with (landing  it's  being  covered,  oil  the 
kail  motion ;  the  fine  turn  and  white- 
Tiefs  of  it  threw  the  old  gentleman  into 
extafies  :  he  talked  to  me  on  this  fub- 
n&.  in  expredtons  that  did  not  betray 
bis  years ;  and  this  in  fueh  a  manner, 
as  to  make  no  i^npreifion  on  any  one 
^  but  myfelf. 

The  name  of  father  to  the  man  I 
adored,  gave  the  old  marquis  fuch  an 
influence  over  me,  and  I  had  conceived 
fuch  refpe^l  for  him,  both  through  fear, 
and  my  regard  for  his  fon,  that  I  had 
not  courage  to.  contradift  feveral  ex- 
prefHons,  I  fhoujd  certainly  have  in- 
terrupted but  from  thefe  motives.  I  can- 
rot  tell  what  the  old  courtier  thought, 
but  to  me  it  did  not  feem  that  my  con- 
defccnfion  gave  him  room  to  exceed  the 
bounds  of  a  certain  decency.  His  po- 
litenefs  gave 'me  great  pleaAire,  and 
kept  mfe  m  countenance.  Geneval  was 
ouite  otherwife  ;  every  trifle  made  her 
taniiliar:  and  if  I  had  not  behaved  with 
a  ferious  air  in  her  regard,  her  little 
fooleries,  and  the  liberty  which  (he  would 
have  taken,  might  have  encouraged  the 
marquis  to  exceed  the  limits  my  difcre- 
tion  had  prefcribed  to  the  complaifanc^ 
I  thought  myfelf  obliged  to  fliew  him. 
But  I  had  not  the  fame  regard  for  her, 
when  lenning  over  my  work,  and  pre- 
tending to  romp,  me  had  maliciouAy 
removed  the  handkerchief  which  covered 
my  brealt,  and  occafioned  great  fpright- 
linefs  firom  the  marquis.  I  gave  them 
'  '  both  fo  Icvere  a  look,  that  it  was  eafy 
to  comprehend  I  was  nojt  to  be  jelled 
with  too  far,  nor  of  a  tenipcr  to  fufFcr 
fuch  fort  of  behaviour.  The  air  I  put 
«>n,  made  the  marquis  reaiTume  that  re- 
-{pe^l  for  me  he  thought  my  due  $  and 
from  that  timf,  on  all  occafions,  he  ne- 
ver forgot  himCelf.  So  true  it  is,  that 
a  virtuous  woman  may  keep  men  at  a 
diflance  if  (he  pieafes ;  whenever  they 
%  behave  otherwife,  (He  can  only  blame 
herfelf  for  her  want  of  rcferve.  Men 
endeavour  to  diyert  usj  and,  under  that 
pretence,  take  too  great  freedoms.  Un- 
Jiappy  is  thju  young  womrin,  who  de- 
fends herfelf  in  mirth  j  (lie  muft  lofe 
ground.  Striouiinefs  is  the  ibield  of 
virtue  j  thofc  are  wife  who  know  how 
to  employ  inn  a  proper  manner. 

Another  thing,  againft  which  young 
women  ought  to  be  upon  their  guard, 
is  thcu*  own  fex  ;  and,  above  all,  never 
to  contsa^l  a  friendfhip  with  any  wq* 


many  tinlefs  they  be  very  fure  of  lier 
chara£ler.  The  commerce  of  too  fa* 
miliar  a  (he-friend,  is  often  more  dan« 
gerous  than  that  of  the  mofl:  enterpris- 
ing man.  And  why  ?  Becaufe  we  are 
aware  of  a  lover,  whofe  vivacity  and 
too  great  freedoms  proclaim  his  defignss 
whereas  we  refign  ourfelves  up  with  con  - 
fidence  to  a  (he -friend,  who  paiTea  for 
fu  ch .  The  great  fecret  neve  r  to  become 
their  prey,  is  to  break  off  all  commerce 
with  fuch,  who,  under  prettnce  of  friend- 
fhip, communicate  certain  fecrets,  or 
who  artfully  enter  into  dangerous  par- 
ticulars. It  is  fo  far  from  being  an  ad-* 
vantage  for  a  young  woman  to  be  in-r 
formed  from  the  knowledge  of  another, 
for  fatisfying  an  inquifitive  curioiityy^ 
to  which  they  are  unhappily -inclined 
from  the  6me  they  begin  to  know  them'* 
felves,  that  fhe  ought  to  avoid  all  that 

fives  light  into  certain  things.  Curio- 
ty  is  a  rock  fatal  to  virtue.  *  I  cannot 
repeat  it ^too  often.  Young  women  who 
have  a  mind  to  know,  are  not  long  be- 
fore  they  pra6life. 

.  I  began  to  grow  very  uneafy  at  the 
e3gernefs  of  the  old  mai-quis,  and  6e- 
nevaPfi  foolifh  talk ;  who,  to  pleafe  him, 
perfided  in  flattering  his  frenzy ;  when 
Melicourt,  thinking  me  alone,  and  who 
knew  I  expeded  him  with  impatience, 
entered  without  fending  in  his  name, 
with  a  letter  in  his  hand.     I  turned 

'  pale,  and  confounded  as  I  was,  could 
fcarce  rife  to  receive  him. 

The  old  marquis,  obferving  me,  ea* 
fily  faw  the  trouble  I  was  in  ;  he  took 
no  notice  of  it,  but  got  up  and  returned 
a  bow  to  Saint  -Agnes*s  lover  j  who, 
judging  him,  by  the  marks  of  diftinc* 

'  tion  he  wore,  to  be  a  man  of  quality, 
was  very  refpeftful.  Madame  De  Ge«» 
neval,  who  had  never  feen  Melicourt 
before,  and  who  imagined,  by  the  little 
ceremony  ^hich  I  uled  with  him,  that 
it  was  foroe  old  acquaintance,  (not  be- 
'ing  able  to  diflinguifh  that  it  proceeded 
from  my  perplexity)  afked  me  in  mjr 
ear,  if  the  gentleman  was  a  relation,  or 
myxountryman.  I  anfwer^  without 
reflcftion,  *  Yes,'— 'By  all  means,  then,' 
continued  (he  in  a  low  voice,  but  de- 
figned  to  be  heard,  *  we  mull  keep  him 
*  to  fupper.*  I  anfwered  this  nonfenfe 
(pardon  thcexprcffion)  with  filence.  We 
were  all  feated  again  :  the  old  marquis 
and  Melicourt  were  entered  into  con- 
verfation.  As  this  young  country  gen- 
tleman had  a  great  deal  of  wit,  he  ac- 
quitted 
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qsiMed  lamfelf  (bis  to  dderre  SMlafife* 
Melkourty.  who  had  his  own  afeur  as 
much  at  heart  as  roine,  recouo.ted  the 
hiftoiy  of  his  mtftrefs  from  one  end  to 
the  other,  and  that  with  a  view,  with- 
out doubt,  to  intereft  the  marquis  in  his 
favoar;  who,  as  he  fought  ail  occa« 
Bom  of  being  acquainted  with  m^i  and 
perhaps  of  pleafing  me,-  turned  and  a(k- 
cd  if  I  interefted  myfelf  in  the  affair  of 
the  beautiful  nun.  1  was  too  much 
her  fiiend   to  heiitate   in  my  anfwer. 

<  Well  then.  Madam/  cried  the  mar- 
quis, *  I  promife  my  good  offices ;  I 

<  am  an  intimate  friend  of  Monfieur  De 

*  «— ',  who  has  great  intereft  in  affairs 
^  of  this  natureZ-i—*  Str,^  continued  he, 
addreffinghimfelf  toMelicourt, '  pleafe 
'  to  take  the  trouble  of  fending  me  an 

*  cxa^  memorial  of  the  affair,  and  I 

*  will  certainly  give  this  lady  a  good 

*  account  of  it.* 

I  thanked  the  old  marquis  with  an 
air  of  eameftncfs,  which  convinced  him 
kow  warmly  I  efpoufed  my  friend^s 
cattle.  Courtiers  take  all  opportunities 
of  commending ;  I  received,  upon  this 
I  fbbjeS,  a  compliment  on  my  good  na- 
ture. Melicourt  joined  with  him  y  and 
as  the  converfation  rolled  upon  this  to- 

S'ck,  I  was  lefs  uneafy  than  before, 
everthelefs,  the  old  marquis's  vifit  be- 
gan to  grow  troubleibme ;  I  could  think 
.  of  no  artifice  to  get  rid  of  him .  J  was 
extremely  impaitient  to  hear  of  his  Ton. 
Mdicourt  had,  undoubtedly,  fomenews 
for  me.  How  difagreeable  it  is  to  be 
under  conftfaint  in  the  like  cafe  1  No- 
body could  fuffer  more  than  I  did  $ 
hut  patience  was  my  only  i-emedy,  not 
being  yet  come  to  the  end  of  my  trou* 
hies. 

My  good  and  very  fimple  aunt,  who 
by  extreme  good  luck  happened  to  be 
in  my  antt-chamber,  and  whom  I  had 
ordered  to  1st  nobody  in  without  giving 
me  notice,  (a  thing,  however,  Aie  had 
quite  forgot  as  to  Melicourt)  remem- 
bered it  then,  and  came  to  tell  me 
there  was  a  gentleman  who  had  dined 
with  me  defired  to  fee  me.  I  could  not 
help  bluihing,  upon  refie6lion,  fearing 
ibine  untoward  accident.  I  got  up,  and 
went  out,  excuiing  myfelf  to  the  com- 
pany. It  was  Saint  Fal ;  a  moment 
later  he  had  entered.  *  Ali,  Heavens  i* 
cried  I,  *  what  was  you  going  to  do  ? 
*  Fly!  the  old  marquis  is  here!*— • 
'  Good  God !  who  would  have  thought 
f  it  ?'  replied  tl^e  count  ^  *  Us  beiug 


<  here  is  very  uniealbnable  t  I  have  8 

<  thousand  things  to  fay  to  you*    I  will 

*  bruHi  off:  try  to  fliorten  the  vifit,  and 
'  I  will  return  as  ibon  as  my  uncle  it 

*  Ifone.'— *  What  news  from  the  mar- 
'  quis  ?*  faid  I  to  him,  condu^'king  him 
to  the  door.  *  Mad  ■  ^  anfwered  8aint 
Fal.  Whilft  the  count  was  fpeaking^' 
and  opening  the  door,  fomebody  knock* 
ed.  I  was  more  dead  than  alive.  '  Per- 

<  haps  it  is  your  coufin,*  cried  I,  *  for 
'  who  elfe  can  come  to  fee  me  ?  If  it  is 

*  he,'  added  I,  *  let  him  be  gone.'-* 

*  You  need  not  fear  that,*  continued 
Saint  Fai,  *  it  is  certainly  not  him  ;  I 
«  wiih  to  God  it  wtre !  We  would  find 

*  ways  enough  to  hide  him  from  hit 

<  father.'—*  What  do  you  mean  ?'  re- 
plied I,  confounded }  *  what  is  the 
'  matter?'  Saint  Fal  had  no  time  to 
reply ;  they  knocked  again .  I  bethought 
myfelf  of  putting  him  into  the  kitchen, 
to  watt  whilft  the  door  was  opened,  whi- 
ther he  went.  As  for  myfelf,  who  have 
always  been  fearful,  and  being  other- 
wife  moved  with  what  S'aint  Fal  had 
jiift  faid  to  me,  I  went  into  my  apart •« 
ment,  and  ordered  Barbara  to  open  the 
door.  I  had  fcarce  any  life  in  me,  and 
fat  down  to  ray  work  in  fo  much  difor* 
der,  that  it  might  eafily  be  obferved« 

The  old  marquis  taking  but  too  much 
notice  of  it,  whifpered  in  my  ear  with 
an  air  of  intimacy,  to  know  it  any  body 
had  made  me  uneafy,  or  if  any  private 
reafon  occafioncd  iriy  trouble,  offering 
his  fervice,  in  cafe  he  were  (b  happy, 
that  I  ftiould  ha^  any  occafion  to  make 
nfe  of  it.  I  was  going  to  anfwer,  whea 
Barbara  brought  in  word  of  the  Duke 
De  —  being  there.     *  How  unfortu* 

*  nate  am  11'  faid  I  to  mylelf,  and 
rifing  to  receive  him.     <  Is  it  poffible 

*  that  vexations  ihould  thus  fpring  up 
'  on  all  fides  1*  I  received  hitn,  not- 
withftanding  the  compliments  this  lord 
made  me,  without  appearing  uneafy.  We 
had  taken  our  feats,  and  the  difcourfe 
began  to  roll  on  the  raillery  the  young 
duke  beftowed  on  the  marquis's  tafte  and 
regard  for  handlbme  women,  when  Bar- 
bara entered  niy  chamberxin  a  fright, 
crying,  *  Thieves!'  We  all  of  us  got 
up :  1  could  not.gucfs  atthecaufeof  her 
fears.  X  aflced  her  in  great  apprehen* 
fion^  what  thieves  ilie  meant.     *  In  the 

*  name  of  God,  Madam  !'  cried  /he, 

*  defire  thefe  gentlemen  to  be  fo  chari-  ^ 

*  table  as  to  go  into  the  kitchen  ^  pci- 

*  haps  he  that  went  dovnvjuft  now  was 

«  not 
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*  not  alaie^  fpr  he  looked  u  bold  aB  if 

•  be  feared  nobody.* 

Though  I  was  much  concerned  to 
fiod  that  Saint  Fars  going  out  of  the 
kitchen,  where  1  had  defired  him  ta 
^wait,  and  of  which  Barbara  was  entire- 
ly ignorant,  had  occafioncd  her  out- 
cries: notwithftanding  my  uneafinefsy 
I  (ay>  her  miftaice  made  me  fmile  ta 
Hiyfelf.  I  was  under  th"  neceflity,  ne- 
^rthclcfs,  to  affect  a  ittsr.in.T  ^-nor,  iff 
order  to  give  no  'um\)rags.  As  1*  did 
not  play  my  part  ill,  neither  the  young 
^uke  nor  the  marquis  would  fufier  me  ta 
Hir,  but  went  with  Melicourt  and  Bar- 
bara to  fearch  the  apartment;  not  a  hole 
•r  comer  efcaped  my  credulous  aunt. 
During  this  fcrutiny,  a  glove  with  at 
^Id  fnnge  was  dil'covered;  the  duke 
iaid  hold  on  it^  and  returned  to  me  inr 
triumph.  *  Paith,  Madam,*  faid  he 
with  a  fmile,  « this  thief  is  certainly  i^ 
«  beau,  and  oucrht  to  be  pardoned  tor 
«  the  lake  of  the  glove.'  I  ti  cmbled  for 
fear  it  fhould  he  known ;  it  belonged  to 
Saint  Fal,  who  had  dropped  it:  lucki- 
ly no  notice  was  taken.  The  duke, 
l^eafant  as  he  was,  and  willing  to  di- 
vert me,  was  very  merry  on  the  fubjcft 
•f  the  thief  and  the  glove.  He  banter- 
ed Barbara,pretetHing  to  believe  (he  had 
other  rrafons  for  crying  out.  He  af- 
firmed wirh  a  grave  face,  which  fet  the 
company  a  laughing,  that  the  perfon 
who  made  his  efcapc  was  certainly  an 
bmnble  fervant;  adding,  that  if  my 
chamber-maid,  as  he  was  pleafed  to  call 
|ier,  would  own  the  truth,  -we  Hiould 
be  convinced  he  was  not  miltaken. 

The  tone  in  which  this  banter  was 
uttered,  and  the  figure  of  my  poor  aunt 
affording  a  humorous  contraft  to  the 
imputation,  enlivened  the  converfation 
to.  that  degree,  that  I  was  vexed  to  be 
obliged  to  laugh,  when  in  reality  I  had 
fo  little  reafon  :  but  I  was  foo  i  punifhed. 
Word  was  brought  the  marquis,  that 
his  time  for  being  at  cotirt  drew  on.  I 
could  difcover,  by  the  duke's  counte- 
nance, that  he  would  willingly  have 
flaid  with  me ;  but  as  I  had  not  the  fame 
reafons  for  obliging  him  as  I  had  in  re- 
gard of  the  old  marquis,  I  had  courage 
enough  to  declare  my  intention  of  writ- 
ing a  letter,  not  to  lofc  the  opportunity 
of  M.  De  Melicourt,  who  was  fo  oblig- 
ing as  to  take  that  trouble.  This  feint 
fuccccded :  the  duke  and  the  marquis 
fnok  their  leave,  protefting  they  had  not 
lieetk  fo  agreeably  diverted  a  long  time. 


I  sppemd  colised  by  thev  dnfiiMty 
though  in  mv  beart  I  fincenSy  wiflied 
it  were  the  latt  time  I  flioold  reeetv^  ihtf 
like  from  either  of  them. 

The  moment  Mettcourt  and  I  wcrtf 
alone,  I  aflced  with  great  evnetbMDr 
for  the  marquis's  letter.  '  I  am  alhud,* 
replied  he,  ^ving  the  letter,  '  yo«  will 

*  not  be  pleafed  with  it  j  and  I  thinit 

*  my  felf  very  unfortunate  to  have  ferved 

*  you  fo  ill  the  firft  time.'  Thii  pre- 
amble made  me  fhudder,  and  open  tbo 
paper  in  a  hurry  |  At  contents  were  ai 
follow. 

*  T  Am  fmprized,  Maiiemoifelle,  tbaC 
X  *  you  mould  take  the  trouble  of 
giving  me  an  account  of  your  beha* 
vtour,  which  I  have  no  right  to  ex- 
pert. My  regard  for  you  was  too 
great  to  difapprove  of  the  civilities 
which  feem  due  to  the  rank  and  merit 

of  the  Duke  De' .    If  he  ihovld 

have  the  fame  defigns  as  I  had,  the 
facisfa^lion  of  having  put  the  firtl 
hand  to  njiaking  your  fortune,  at  leaft, 
is  mine.  I  am  far  from  confultin|^ 
my  own  interefts  on  this  oecaGon, 
much  more  from  complaining.  Th^ 
facrifice  would  not  be  compleat,  and 
reproaches  ftiir  more  unfeafonahle, 
conftdering  the  delicacy  of  fentimcnts 
on  which  I  value  my  felf.  You  re- 
ceived the  duke's  vifit;  you  were  at 
the  play  together,  becaufeyou  thought 
it  depended  on  yourfclf :  tafte  muft 
not  be  difputed.  I  wifh  you.  Made- 
raoifeile,  greater  happincls  than  my- 
felf,  and  Aiall  be  careful  not  to  difhirb 
your  new  engagements  by  a  prcfence 
equally  difagraeable  to  you,  as  unpro- 
fitable to  my  felf.  This  is  all.  Fare* 
well  for  ever. 

*  The  MAR(^yis  of  L.  V.* 

*  Jnft  Heavens '.'  cried  I,  burfting 
into  tears  after  reading  the  letter,  *  can 
«  any  one  be  fo  unjuft  ?  Can  fo  much 

<  love  be  repaid  with  fuch  ingratitude  f 

*  Cruel  man  V  cried  I,  cafting  a  me- 
lancholy look  on  the  fatal  letter,  *  how 

*  have  I  deferved  to  be  made  fo  unhap- 
'  py  r  Saint  Fal  entered  as  I  was  fpeak- 
ing,  much  moved  at  my  condition, 
«  Ah,  Mademoifelle!'  cried  he,  look* 
ing  ihrangcly  on  Melicourt,  whom  he 
did  not  know,  *  mitigate  your  grief,  it 

*  will.be  foon  over.     Pardon  theau- 

<  thorj  hr«  fault  is  ovring^  to  the  excela 

'  of 
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to  my  hnmoor.    As  for  tke  itke,  Iw 

was  quite  at  a  nonplus,  I  having  gifen 
bim  a  very  cold  reception  the  next  day^ 
though  he  brought  mt  a  handTome  gra- 
tification  he  had  ot>tained  for  me,  and 
which  oocafioned  a  fad  miftakc^  as  I 
4^1  relate  afterwards.  I  explained 
noylplf  with  fo  much  refolutioo  on  the 
fubjeA  of  his  Tifits,  that  he  durft  M- 
dom  at>pear,  notwtthftanding  his  eafy 
behaviour;  a  ftrong  proof  of  a  wo« 
Bi8n*8  power  when  beloved :  her  tyranny 
knowa  no  bounds,  and  it  is  fubmiited 
to  the  more  fervilely,  as  a  dread  of 
dtrplea£ng  is  theTcry  foundation  of  her 
empire.  The  duke«  the  old  marquis^ 
and  tender  Saint  Fal,  were  all  in  thia 
fituation,  and  diejnore  to  be  pitied^  at 
their  paCTion  met  with  no  encourage* 
jnent. 

Eight  days  paflSrd  on  without  coming 
to  an^  irfolution}  fometimcs  I  was  iot 
fliuttin|;  myfclf  up  in  a  monafieryy  at 
other  times  I  thought  of  going  home^ 
and  throwing  myicTf  at  my  fadier  and 
mother's  feet,  to  punifli  what  I  theil 
called  an  error,  by  returning  to  my 
primitive  mean,  condition.  Frequently 
I  was  upon  the  point  of  owning  myfelf 
to  my  aunt;  nothinj^  but  my  vanitv 
prevented  me.  In  6ne,  on  the  ninth 
day  I  wrote  to  Saint  Fal,  defiring  he 
would  come  to  roe  immediately.  My 
refolution  was  fixed.  Alas,  how  many 
tears  were  Ihed !  but  virtue  remained 
triumphant.  I  was  determined  to  throw 
myielf  into  a  cloifter,  and  employ  the 
repeated  proffers  Saint  Fal  had  fo  often 
made  of  ierving  roe,  to  be  received  a 
nun,  on  which  I  was  ajbfolutely  bent. 
How  little  do  women,  at  the  age  I  then 
vm%f  know  themielvesl  how  cautious 
ought  they  to  be,  when  drove  precipi* 
tateiyinto  any  tlateof  life!  Oftentimes 
their  weaknefs  hun-ies  them  into  ex* 
tremes ;  a  love- quarrel,  the  inconstancy 
of  an  admirer,  miileads  their  mind,  or  ' 
rather  judgments  Thus  intoxicated,  a 
young  woman  tffkes  a  refolution,  and 
either  marries  a  rival  for  whom  (he  has 
no  reiiili,  or  becomes  a  nun  without  a 
vocation.  And  what  is  the  confe- 
quence !  The  cloud  vanities,  ilie  comes  ^ 
to  herfelf,  and  looks  back  with  horror 
'  on  the  ftep  fhe  has  taken,  the  ftate  in 
which  (he  is  engaged :  grief  and  tears 
the  only  remedy  left.  Death  is  called 
upon,  but  to  youth  it's  approaches  arc 
but  flow,  and  is  a  thoui'and  times  un- 
dergone befoie  it  comes.     Thefex«flec* 

tiooa 


« Mihk Hlfaa.*^*  Jfo,mf  lord !*  aa* 
bmad  1,  « he  loves  ne  Bot,  nor  ever 

*  £d.  He  o«ght  tokaMriBe ;  but  finoc 
'  he  doubts  my  cofiftaBcy,  I  will  give 

<  him  a  conniicing  proof.  la  the  name 
'  of  ftU  chat  ia  d^,  iffift  me  in  flying 

*  horn  a  climate  I  deteft.  Alas  1 1  ought 

<  sahave  draded  it.  Fool  that  I  viras,* 
cwiimicd  I,  lifting  up  my  eyes,  *  dear 

<  SaiBt  Am^,  when  I  left  you  1  Why 
«  did  I  nat  follow  the  difcrtet  Linda- 

*  annc?  Why  did  I  not  make  my 
'  eftape  ?  My  heart  would  sowj  have 
'  been  at  eaiei  I  ftould  have  learned  by 
'  degrees  to  wean  my  affeflions  from 

*  the  world  $  and  if  I  mnft  have  been 
'  oniuftly  luibe&ed,  and  no  longer  be- 

*  lo¥cd,  at  leaft,  through  cuttom,  I 
'  might  have  found  ray  comfort  in  feek- 

*  ing  a  better  vrorld.    See  the  fruits,  or 

*  rather  the  punifhment,  of  the  errors  of 

*  headfttong  youth.  Ah,  marquis,  mar- 

*  mua !  was  this  blow  referved  for  my 
'  uvely  tendeneis  in  your  r^;acd  ?  I  lofe 
'  you ;  you  fly  me,  I  am  nothing !  Par- 

*  doB,  dear  lover,  the  vexations  I  have 

*  given  you,  and  my  hnhappinefs  in 

*  £fpieanng  youf  your  revenge  ihall 
'  be  wiBiey  regret  fhall  end  my  life  V 

Saint  Fal,  always  tender  and  exqui£te 
b  his  (eatiments,  behaved  with  his  ufual 
geaerofit^.  Inftead  of  taking  this  ad  - 
'vantage  m  behalf  of  his  own  paflion, 
he  exerted  himfelf  in  favour  of  his  kinf- 
man,  and  endeavoured  to  fupport  my 
aieftion  for  him,  of  which  roy  ex- 
tteme  grief  was,  alas  I  too  plain  a 
proof.  'Two  da3rst  for  fo  long  roy 
trsnijiotts  continued,  did  he  purfue  the 
diaates  of  that  noble  dirmteieftednefs 
he  profelGBd  to  cultivate.  Meiicourt, 
iriso  had  afiairs  on  his  hands,  employed 
his  leifure  hours  in  pacifying  me,  but 
all  in  vain  j  death  was  .the  object  of  my 
hopes.  The  marquis  appeared  no 
SMie  I  at  laft  they  owned  he  was  gone 
to  join  his  regiment  in  Germany,  where 
die  war  was  broke  out.  How  cruelly 
was  I  aJatmed  at  this  news  I  I  would 
6e  nobody.  Saint  Fal,  the  complaifant 
Saint  Fal,  exhaufted  to  no  purpofe  his 
whole  ftock  of  good  nature;  1  could 
icarce  bear  with  him  :  the  old  marquis 
was  the  only  one  I  did  not  dare  re- 
fnfe,  on  account  of  that  afcendant  I 
have  mentioned  elfewhere;  but  I  was 
ib  melaacholy,  that  if  he  had  not  gueiT- 
ed  the.  reafon,  he  muft  neceflarily  have 
difceraed  an  alteration  in  me ;  yet  he 
was  compbuiaat  enough  to  fuii  liimieif 
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tions  are  pardonable;  I  write  for  my 
own  fer,  as  I  declared  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  cannot  too  much  inculcate, 
that  virtue  ought  to  be  their  only 
aim  :  where  this  is  the  cafe,  they  run 
none  of  thole  hazards  1  mention;  it 
preiervesthem,  becaufe  it  never  expofes 
It's  followers. 

Saint  Fa]  wa«  too  afliduous  not  to  fly 
at  my  fummons.  The  moment  he  ap- 
peared:   *'Come,    my    lord/  faid    I, 

<  crown  the  work  you  have  begun  j 
«  you  are  the  only  perfon  I  rely  upon. 
«  May  I  flatter  myfelf  I  am  not  de- 

*  ccived  ?'— <  Can  you  queftion  my  fin- 
^  cerity?*  replied  he  with  an  air  that 
proved  it.     *  Speak,  charming  Jehnyl 

<  nothing  appears  impoflible  to  the  zeal 

*  I  have  for  your  fervice.     Would  you 

*  have  me  overtake  the  marquis,  re- 

*  proach  him  for  his  injuftice,    force 

«  him *     <  No,'  anfwcred  I,   with 

greater  tranquillity  than  he  could  ex- 
pe^,  *  your  kinfman's  eyes  are  opened, 

*  love  had  blinded  him:   he  now  fees 

*  the  great   diftance   between   us,    he 

*  blu/hes  at  his  own  weaknefs,  and 

*  will  atone  for  it  by  abandoning  me. 

*  He  is  too  dear  for  me  to  blame  his 
«  behaviour,  which  needs  not  have  been 
«  lb  harfli ;  but  I  refpeft  even  his  feve- 

*  rities^.    Let  us  fay  no  more  on  this 

*  fubje6l,  dear  count,*  continued  I,  un- 
able to  reftrain  my  tears;  '  thofe  happy 
«  moments,  wherein  I  indulged  fo  flat- 

*  tcring  an  illufion,  mull  be  forgot,  and 

*  amends  made  by  a  more  regular"  con- 

*  du6t,    for  the  fallies  into  which    a 

*  foolilli  paflion  hurried  me.     My  de- 

*  fign  is  to  throw  myfelf  into  a  con- 

*  vent,  and  there,  in 'the  loweft  ftation, 

*  bumble  that  vanity  I  have  too  much 
«  encouraged.     Heaven,  in  pity  of  my 

*  youth,  I  may  fay  innocence,  will  give 

*  me  fkrength  to   break  through    my 

*  bonds;  ray  conftant  prayer  will  be, 

*  to  free  my  heart  from  the  image  too 

*  deeplv  engraved  there ;  my  tears,  con- 

*  tinually  poured  out  before  it's  altars, 

*  will  prevail,  perhaps,  and  obtain  for 

<  me  that  peace,  from  which  at  prefent 

*  I  am,  alasl  much  eftranged.' 

This  was  uttered  with  fuch  abun- 
dance of  tears,  that  the  compafiionate 
Saint  Fa  I  was  moved  to  fympathize  with 
me.  After  repeating  how  large  a  ftiare 
he  bore  in  my  affli£lion,  he  remonlti-ated 
in  tlie  moft  lively  manner,  how  unrea- 
fonable  inch  a  condufl  would  bc,andthe 
d:inger  I  ihould  incur  of  being  miferable 


for  life.  He  artfully  infinuatei!,  (acjf 
a  flate  did  not  fuit  my  temper;  that  I 
fliottld  no  iboner  make  my  vows,  but 
defpair  would  be  the  confequence.  He 
drew  a  lively  pi£hire  of  a  nuii"  without  a 
vocation ;  emphatically  pointed  out  the 
tortures  ariOng  from  a  diftafte  to  her 
wa]^  of  life,  her  fubjeflionand  humi- 
liation increaflng  every  day;  he  even 
introduced  the  article  of  faivation,  and 
feeraed  to  doubt  it,  after  fo  much  pains 
employed  to  fecure  it  i  in  fine,  he  talked 
like  one  infpired ;  and,  if  he  did  not  fliake 
my  refoiutioui  he  gave  me  at  leafl  great 
uneaiinels. 

Saint  Fal  had  his  motives  for  exertior 
hifflfelf  againft  my  retreat;  he  ftili  had 
hopes,  which  made  it  natural  enough. 
From  the  vexations  and  dangers  he  had 
rcprcfented,  he  turned  to  a  propofal  of 
a  middle  ftate,  a  kind  of  retreat,  with- 
out renouncing  the  world  entirely.  *  Why 
*-  (hould  any  one,'  faid  he,  '  become  a 

*  Have,  that  may  live  in  a  flate  of  inde- 

*  pendenee  ?  A  cloifter  is  a  fure  refuge 

*  for  perfons  v^ho  are  timorous,  or  liable 

*  to  trip :  they  are  highly  to  be  com- 

*  mencled  for  (hutting  themfelves  up^ 

*  and  cutting  off  all  occafions  of  fin. 
^  But  you,  charming  Jenny,  whofe  mind 

*  is  formed,  and  whofe  morals  are  the 

*  didbtes  of  the  ftrifteft  virtue,  to  what 

<  purpofe  (hould  you  arm  yourfelf  a- 
'  gain  it  imaginary  dangers,  and  lay  a 

*  conftraint  on  a  temper  never  defigned 

*  to  be  buried  in  a  convent  ?     At  pre- 

*  fent  you  have  an  irkfome  difrelilh  for 
«  the  world.  Well,  make  yourfelf  ea(y; 
*■  but  do  not  irrevocably  renounce  it» 

<  left  fo  hafty  a  determination  (hould 

*  change,  and  then  you  need  not  re- 

*  pent  in  vain.   Nobody  can  hinder  you 

*  from  living  retired.     Go  to  another 

*  part;  you  need  only  pretend  a  jour- 

<  ney ;  take  a  borrowed  liame,  and  iee 
^<  no  company.     Of  my  own  accord^ 

*  I  will  banifli  myfelf  from  your  retire- 
«  ment,  though  never  fo  inviting  by 

*  your  prcfence.    How  do  you  know^ 

*  lovely  Jenny,  but  in  a  little  time,  the 

*  marquis,  difcovering  his  own  injuf- 

*  tice,  may  come  and  proteft  at  your 
€  feet '    «  Ah!  though  he  (hould 

<  change  his  mind,^  replied  I,  inter- 
rupting, '  and  fliould  return,  I  never 

*  will  behold  more  a  man  who  was  ca- 

*  pable  of  fufpe£ting  me.     No,  county 

<  though  I  love  the  ingrate  even  more 

*  than  my  life,  yet  in  vain  would  he 

<  feek  to  fee  me  agaim    I  repeat  iu 

*  2K)thin§^ 
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*  nothing  ^an  alter  my  mind  on  thil 

*  tnide ;  my  reiblution  is  fixed,  and 

*  the  worU  ihall  not  Ihake  it.' 

Inftead  of  contradifliTig  me,  Saint 
Tal  fccmtd  to  come  into  my  meafures  } 
he  agreed  with  mc,  that  hi*  kinftnan  dc- 
&npe4 1  Should  a^  with  rtfolvtion,  bat 
ftli  rafifted  on  the  manner  of  regulating 
niy  conduft  in  leaving  him.     *  Your 

*  jmagiDation,  charming  Jmny/  fliid 
iic,**  i«  lively,  and  your  heart  has  too 

*  much  of  the  fame  quality,  to  remain 

*  in  a  ftate  of  indi [faience,  if  1  could 

*  fuppole  fuch  a  thing,  after  fo  tender 

*  a  pflion :  your  heart  will  carry  the 

*  dajrj  it  is  made  for  love,  and  will  al- 

*  ways  love.      Wculd  to  Heaven,   in 

*  chznging  it's  objeftt    it  may  he  re- 

*  memhered  that  you  h^Vc  an  admirer!' 
The  count  was  doubtiefs  going  to  fpcak 
«f  bimfelf,  when  my  aunt  lighted  a  per* 
ion  ima  tlxc  room,  whom  I  prefentiy 
Inew  to  be  the  young  duke.     *  P"y» 

*  Madam,'  faid  (ht    *  do  not  he  angry; 

*  I  refvfed  to  let  his  highnefs,'  for  lb  (he 
ililcdall  that  were  richly  drefTed,  «  come 

*  up  J  but  he  faid  he  muft  fpeak  with 
•'  yott  about  hufinefs,  that  would   ad- 

*  mit  of  no  delay."*  I  rofe  to  receive 
this  viiit,  unfeafonable  as  it  wast  my 
«yts  (hewed  plainly  I  had  been  crying. 

*  Good  God  I*  cried  the  duke,  placing 
ne  in  my  chair,  *  are  you  already  ac- 
'  quainied  with  the  afiair  which  brought 

*  me  hither  ?  By  the  trouble  you  are 
'  tt,  I  have  no  room  to  doubt  it.     But 

*  really,  Madam,  you  need  not  be  very 

*  uneafy  j  you  have  friends  who  will 

*  give  convincing  proofs   cf  their  re- 

*  gard.     Do  not  queftion  it,  Madam ; 

*  Saint  Fal  knows  how  earnettly  I 
'  promote    the    intereils  I    hav^  once 

*  efpoufcil.' 

This  difcourfe  furprizcd  me.  *  What 

*  can  pofllbty  have  happened,'  faid  I 
tornyfrlf,  •  that  requires  afTiltance?'  I 
hid  my  perplexity  as  much  as  pofllble  j 
I  dnrlt  not  own  my  ignorance,  left  the 
duke  ihould  enquire  ihe  occafion  of  my 
^n,  I  employed  a  ftrjtragtm  j  be- 
feechinghim  to  relate  the  aff.iir,  -^s  if  I 
hsd  heard  nothing  of  it,  that  by  putting 
tbc  feverai  accounts  together,  I  migi.t 
ti»  b<ner  judge  what  was  to  be  done. 

*  It  is  a  trifle,'   faid  he,  «  and  ought 

*  not  to  alarm  you ;  fuch  affairs  aic  fi  e - 

*  quect  here,  and  a  proper  turn  will  fct 

*  all  to  rights.     It  is  true,  1he  affair, 

*  upon  fee  nd  thoughts,  might  prcvs 

*  inftblsibiac  to  anj:  oixc  ^ifei  Mnjiro^ 


*  but  this  Is  not  the  cafe,  there  will  be 

*  nothing  got  by^  molefting  youj  for 
«  the  Marquis  of  L.  V.  Saint  Fal,  and 

*  I,  are  not  perfons  to  fuffer  any  thing 
«  of  that  nature.     I  will  lay  a  wager 

*  the  count  is  of  the  fame  opinio^.* 
All  this  ferved  only  to  increafe  my 

uncaiinefs,  and  raife  my  curiofity.  Saint 
Fal,  who  faw  what  I  would  be  at,  an 4 
was  an  intimate  friend  of  the  duke's, 
purfued  my  thought8>  and  alked  him^ 
if  he  had  t.khn  an  oath  :o  perplex  ^e^ 
in  making  me  wait  fo  long  for  ihe  par- 
ticulars. '  God  forbid  r  replied  the  duk^-j 
feating  himfelf  j  *  but  I  judged  it  pro- 

*  per  to   put  the  lady  in  good  heart, 

*  This  is  the  fafl  :  others  may  have 

*  related  it  diiTerenily  \  but  what  I  an^ 
'  going  to  fay  may  be  depended  on  i  I 

*  have  it  from  the  fountain  head. 

'  About  two  hours  ago,  a  woman, 

*  much  about  your  age,  though  not  f^ 

*  handd'jme,  followed  by  a  man,  fcnt 

*  your  name  in  to  me  ju!t  as  dinner  was 
'  over.     I  had  comp<iny  withme}  but 

*  imagining  it   mult   hnve   been   you, 

*  Madam,  I  rofe  immediately  from  ta- 

*  ble  to  receive  you.  How  was  I  furpriz- 

*  cdtofind  myfelf  millAken  I  **  You  are 
"  not  the  only  one,"  faid  this  Countefs 

*  Dcs Roches, '« that  have  exprcfTcd  their 
**  aflonifhmentat  feeing  me.Yourpreju* 
*'  dice  in  favour  of  a  woman,  who,  upon 
''  what  account  I  know  not,  has  taken 
*•  my  name,  makes  you  wonder  that  I 
**  ifiould  difpute  that  title  with  her,  and 
**  complain  that  /he  has  very  gcavely 
**  given  my  hufband  out  for  dead,  whom 
'*  1  have  brought  to  wait  on  you  i  and 
**  on  that  confideiation,    has   received 

-  **  fome  favours  from  the  court."    You 

*  may  imagine,'   con^nued  the  duke, 

*  how  much  I  was  furprizcd  at  thi^ 
«  preamble.     «*  Good  (5od!''  fiid  I  to 

*  the  woman,  *'  you  perplex  me  very 
**  much  !  I  am  at  a  lofs  what  to  think 
•*  of  the  confidence  you  fliew,  in  ad- 

.  *'  drelfing  yourfelf  to  me  under  th% 
*«  name  of  a  perfon  for  whom  I  hsvc  % 
"  great  refpeit,  and  know  perft6lly 
•*  \yell.'*     Upon'ihis  the  Connt   Dc% 

*  Roches  fpoke,  and  in  a  polite  mau-. 

*  ner  told  mc,  he  did  nat  doubt  but  tha 

*  perfon,  for  whom  I  intercftcd  myfeltV 

*  was  of  the  fame  name,  and  that  in  the 

*  king's  armict  there  were  lever  1 1  marej 

*  but  what  moll  furpriscd  him  was,,. 
'  that  though  he  prbved  himfelf,  by  %, 

perfon al  appearance,  ro  be  alive,  peo- 


ple would 


have  him 


to  b^  dead,  U 
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<  the  world  V  Purfuing  this  thoughti 
felf-love  made  nop  reflet  how  happy  I 
fiiould  be,  if  I  could  bring  myfelf  Co  do 
juftioe  to  the  count's  inciit.  I  rcprc- 
fcnted  him  to  myftif  wiih  that  cafy,  ge- 
nerous air,  with  which  the  fcnriccs  he 
did  me  wereaccomp:\nied. .  His  agree- 
able and  engaging  perlbn  was  not  for- 
got :  I  could  not  but  admire  his  dif- 
interefiednefs  and  noble  behaviour.  A 
iigh  enfued.  Methought  I  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  myielf  to  do  him  juftice. 
When  I  drew  a  parallel  between  him 
and  the  ro^irquis,  the  one  feeraed  an  un- 
,crateful,  the  other  a  tender  and  conftant 
lover.  Such  were  my  thoughts  when 
he  appeared  at  the  end  of  the  court, 
where  he  waited  for  me  in  a  livery 
coach  ;  a  precaution  he  ufed,  to  prevent 
the  place  to  which  i  was  going  from 
being  diicovered. 

I  M^s  Co  taken  up  with  .the  notions 
]uft  now  mentioned,  that  I  received  him 
with  a  far  different  countenance  than 
formerly  v  my  exprtflloni  even  exceed- 
ed what  he  ulually  met  with  from  me. 
His  b^rhaviour,  initead  of  making  me 
fenfible  of  my.givin|^  a  handle  to  it, 
plunged  me  deeper  mto  the  illuiion, 
which  rofc  from  my  troubled  mind.  I 
talked  of  the  apartment  he  had  hired  for 
me,  r.s  familiarly  as  if  he  was  my  entire 
con6denr.  He  informed  me,  that  till 
tlie  furniture  for  a  hnndfome  apartment 
was  fitted  up,  I  mud  go  into  an  hotel 
ready  ftirnlftied,  wiiere  I  Hiould  be  com-^ 
inodioufly  lituated.  I  thanked  him  in 
the  moft  obliging  manner,  fcr  the  paina 
he  had  tsken  in  lerving  me.  Alas  !  this 
was  cruelty.  'My  carria^  fcrved  only 
to  rent;w  tiie  wound  the  caprice  of  love, 
rather  than  my  charms,  had  n^ade  in 
hiS  heart,  and  which  reafon  perhaps 
might  have  healed  in. time.  Thei'poofe, 
dearer  to  me  than  life,  excufes  this  ge- 
nerous pity.  Can  any  one  refufe  it,  to 
a  perfon  whofe  conduct  was  fo  truly 
defer ving  ? 

The  count  and  I  Tupped  together :  I 
was  very  chcuful,  and  he  overjoyed  to 
obierve  fo  great  a  change.  He  after- 
wards owncvt,  that  the  apprehcnfion  he' 
h  id  of  my  making  a  trialoE  his  mode- 
ration and  fentiments,  in  order  to  come 
to  a  rtr«j'iiiion  about  the  monadery,  if 
he  had  betrayed  any  eagernefs,  alone 
jretlraiiied  him  twenty  times  from  throw, 
ing  himfelf  at  my  fpet  to  eyprefs  the^ 
tranfpoits  he  received  from  my  com- 
plaifaoce.    How  refined  was  iUcb^  as 


apprebenfionl  how  much  it  increaft^ 
my  efteem  I  Few  men  are  fo  referved  ; 
and  that  woman  is  happy,  who  makes 
a  friendship  withfuch. 

The  next  day  Saint  Fal  condufied 
me  to  my  apartment,  confiliing  of  four 
rooms.  My  chamber  was  fo  well  a- 
domed,  and  fo  difteiient  from  what  I 
had  at  Verfailles,  that  1  fcarce  knew  the 
furniture  again.  I  could  not  forbear 
blaming  the  count  for  this  additional 
expence.-  He  excufed  him  (elf,  faying 
be  had  not  ordered  it,  but  that  it  was- 
only  the  remaining  pait  of  tne  furni- 
ture, which  my  lodging  at  Verfaille% 
could  not  contam.  His  apologies  wer^ 
always  fo  handfomely  turned,  wh^epever 
I  found  fault,  that  I  was  fontetime^ 
vexed  at  myfelf  when  at  a  lofs  for  a  re« 
ply.  Such  is  the  advantage  of  wit,  ami 
no  fmali  fliai*e  of  it  is  required  to 
prevent  the  mortification  of  malting 
acknowledgments  :  this  is  to  oblie« 
doubly. 

Saint  Fal  pailed  a  part  of  this  day  toa 
with  me :  he  bufied  himfeU  in  remark- 
ing to  mc  the  titles  of  ieveral  new  books » 
with  which  he  had  augmented  my  li* 
brary,  and  advifed  me  to  read,  in  orderj^ 
he  faid,  to  divert  my  thoughts,  the  bet- 
ter to  enable  me  to  judge  coojUy  on  what 
was  to  be  done.  'He  named  feveral 
much  in  vogue,  and  efteemcd  l^  all  per- 
fonsoftade.  Among  feveral  pamplx- 
lets,  which  Teemed  new,  the  title  of  one 
pifce  Ibujrk  me,  and  engaged  my  curi-  \ 
ofity.  I  enquired  if  the  hiftory,  nndc^ 
the  title  of  the  Payfanne  Parvenu,  waa 
titious  or  real.  *  I  cannot  fa}'  any 
^  thing  pofitive  as  to  that,*  replied  Saint 
Fal;  <  oftentimes  the  heroes  of  fuch  ad- 

*  ventures  ncver^xiHed  but  in  the  au- 

*  thor's  imagination  t    uevertbelefs,  aa 

<  to  the  book  in  quellion,  it  may  be 

*  matter  of  fafl,  or  at  Icaft  an  anful 
'  criticifm  on  ibme  one  who  has  m^de 

*  her  own  fortune.     Many  fuch  there 

*  are,  charming   Jenny,   and    among 

*  them,  feme  who  owe  their  elevation 
'  as  much  to  their  virtue  as  to  a  capri- 

*  cious  turn  of  events.     But,  without 

<  entering  into  a  detail  of  too  great  ia' 

*  lengthy  and  too  ferious  a  nature  at  pre<tf 

*  fent,   I  may  venture  to  aflirm,    the 

*  reading  of  iuch  books  is  ufeful,  in- 
'  ftru6ling,  and  proper  to  form  the 
'  mind.  Befide^y  being  unavoidably  in* 
'  tcrefted  in  reading  fuch  amufmg  pat* 

*  fagcs,  U'uths  are  frequently  met  with, 

*  which  perfous   would  not  take   the 

*   DOU* 
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<  troiibl«  to  dive  into,  were  tfaej  not 

*  with  a^  and  delicacy  thrown  in  their 

*  way.     Proper  expreflTiont  not   only 
'  plea^,  but  lead  to  an  imitation  of  the 

*  virtues  propoied  at  a  model  $   a  me- 
f  thod  of  inHnicliog  often  crowned  with 

*  fuccefs :  one  may  add,  that  it    hat 

*  fomecimet  led  the  way  to  a  morality 

*  of  the  greatell  confeq\ience.     To  cor- 
f  Tt&.  mankind  by  amufmg  thcm>  if 

*  certainly  the   moft  agreeable  meant, 
'  and  which ieldom  fail:  the  mind,  in- 

<  dependent  at  it  it,  revoltt  ^gajnft  the 

*  hadhneft  of  rigid  maxims,  and  may 

*  be  compared,  lovely  Jenny,  to  the 

*  heart  which  repines  when  under  the 

*  couflraint  of  impci'iou^  iawsj  whereat 

*  mildnefs  and  addrefs  are  fure  to  pre- 

*  vail.     Happy  are  they  who  have  at- 
4  rained  the  art '.' 

Wbilft  Saint  Fal  was  difcouriing  thui, 
I  tnmcd  over  the  Payfanne  Parvenu  t 
when  be  was  (ilent  I  read  a  page,  and 
was  charmed  with  the  ftyle,  and  the  fm- 
gular  manner  with  which  the  author 
nys  open  the  deepeft  receiTet  of  the 
h^uT.  This  agreeable  amufement  laAed 
till  fui^r-time;  norihould  I  have  then 
quittol  it,  had  not  Barbara  informed  me 
how  late  it  was.  The  count,  who  was 
no  more  tired  than  myfclf,  took  the  ad- 
vantage of  my  good  humour,  and  alkcd 
leave  to  ftay  I'upper,  a  favour  I  could 
not  prevail  on  myicif  to  refufe ;  not  buc 
I  knew  very  well,  it  wat  bre&king  a  lit- 
tle mio  the  ftiic^  rules  of  decency, 
Whiie  the  cloth  was  laying,  he  aiked 
nse,  if  he  was  Co  unfortunate  as  to  be 
troublefome,  or  whether  I  had  fo  little 
confidence  in  him,  at  not  to  tn]k  of 
what  was  agreeable  to  me.  I  mull  own 
the  qtreftion  puzzled  me,  not  imagining 
the  drift  of  it.  The  Count  was  never 
at  a  lofs  in  knowing  my  thoughts. 
'  You  are  amiable  beyond  expreflion,'* 
faid  he,  feizing  my  hand  in  a  refpe^lful 
manner ;  *  two  days  I  have  enjoyed  the 

*  chaims  of  your  conveiTation,  without 
'  once  mentioning  the  marquis.*  Say- 
ing  this,  the  arttul  Saint  ral  looked 
eameftly  at  me$  endeavouring,  me- 
thought,  lo  found  my  heart,  and  there 
dtfcovcr  whether  I  was  really  indifferent 
in  regard  ot  the  maiquis  i  or,  out  of 
refentment  only,  forbore  tofpeakof  him. 
My  colour  came  5  my  heart  reprefent- 
cd  the  ungrateful  man  with  all  bis 
charms,  and  all  his  cruelty.  '  How 
*  baibarous  ai'e  you  !*  anfwca-d  I  with 


VI  aif  9f  trouble;  *  why  ihould  yoo 
'  remind  me  of  a  man  I  am  defirous, 
you  ((now,  to  forget  ?  What  pleafure 
cap  you  And  in  plunging  mc  again  in* 
10  rei)e6liont  it  has  colt  fo  d^'ar  to 
tear  from  my  breafl  ?  Why  would  you 
have  me  think  on  the  maiquis  ?  Does 
lie  Hill  remember  me  >  No,  no,  dear ' 
count,*  continued  I,  with  fgme  emo- 
tion, *  there  it  not  the  leaft  appearance 
of  it:  he  goet  away  without  feeing 
me,  without  giving  me  tlie  leaft  ho^a 
of  hit  return )  he  qids  me  farewel  for 
ever.    Ah !  it  it  too  plain,  I  am  now 
as  indifferent  to  him,  as  ever  I  was 
dear.     Alas  !  perhaps  at  this  very  in* 
ftant  he  offira  hjs  addreiTts  to  another, 
and  yo>ys  an  eternal   conliancy '/—» 
That  figh,   that  alajf"   cried   Saint 
Fal,   interrupting  me,    to  prevent  my 
giving  way  to  grief,  *  informs  lue  of 
what  I  wanted  to  know.     Yes,  Jen- 
^yt  ypu  are  more  in  love  than  you 
imagine.     The  marquis  will  be  ever 
dear,    and    his    Hinlman    wretclied. 
You  have  pronounced  my  fentencc  j  I 
revere  it,  and  before  %ight  days  aie 
9ver,  will  give  you  convincing  proofs 
that  my  pafllon  for  you  rurpalTes  that 
of  youi-s  for  the  marquis  j  which  is, 
in  reality,  laying  a  grcjt  deal.* 
What  the  count  faid  mude  a  deep  im- 
preflion.     *  ^Vhat  proofs  fo  convincing, 
'  and  in   fo  fliort  a  time?'  rcplie»l  L 
What  relation  can  they  have  with  the 
marquis?'  — <  Still  more  pnarks  of 
your  tender  paflion,*    replied  Saint 
Fal,  with  a  forced  fmile  1;  *  you  would  ' 
not  have  been  thus  curious,  had  my 
words  regarded  only   myfelf.     For 
your  punilhment,'  added  he,  with  an 
agreeable  air,  *  I  ihall  not  inform  you, 
unlcfs  I  have  your  promife  not  to 
think  of  the  monallery  you  was  fo 
full  of  till  after  my  return.' — *  Howl* 
ried  I  j  •will  you  go  and  leave  me  be- 
fore you  have  fettled  me  in  a  con- 
vent?'—- How  obliging,' rtplicd  Saiut 
Fal,  with  a  ligh,  *  would  thai  fear  be  in 
otber  circumftances  I'—*  Ah,  count,' 
continued  I,  <  how  can  you  delight  in 
'  humbling  me?  Can  you  doubt  of  the 
friendihip  I  have  for  you,    which  I 
owe  you,  and  of  which  you  are  fo 
worthy  ?  But  take  not  a  pleafui^  in 
giving  me  thefe alarms.     What  jour- 
ney do  you  delign  ?  What  mylttry  is 
this  which  is  not  to  be  cleared  up  but 
upon    couiiition '     U\    the   name   of 
•  goodneit. 
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'  gdodnefs,  keep  me  no  longer  in  Ai-- 

*  ipenft  !*— •  Well,  charming  Jenny ! 
<  I  muft  fpeak,  then,^  faid  Saint  Fal, 
lifting  up  his  eyes.     <  My  duty  calls 

*  me  to  the  army^  where  I  ought  to 

*  have  been   fomc   days    before,    but 

*  could  not  prevail  on  myfeif  to  leave 
'  you  furrounded  with  vexations  and 
»  troubles.  The  myftcry  is,  I  ihall 
'  fee  the  marquisi  and  in  eight  days 
^  you  may  pombly  hear  of  him.   That 

*  IS  the  riddle.  I  am  too  well  acquaint- 
«  ed  with  my  coufm's  ehara61tcr,  to 
'  doubt  that,  when  he  'knows  you  are 
«  at  a  diftance  from  the  duke,  and  re- 
'  flefts  on  the  injurtice  of  his  own  fo- 

*  fpicions,  be  will  expire  through  regret 

*  for  his  behaviour  towards    you ;    I 

*  dare  venture  to  ailirm  ir.  Confider 
«  whether  fuch  a  i-cflcftion  is  agreeable 

*  to  me,  or  that  upon  it  I  can  leave  you 

*  wirh  a  ferciic  mind.* 

How  great  is  the  force  of  love  in  a 
heart  that  is  prepoflelFed  I  No  foonrr 
had  the  count  given  me  hopes  of  being 
ftill  beloved,  and  that  the  marquis 
night  perhaps  return  again,  my  di- 
ilurbed  mind  ww  no  fooner  ftnick.  with 
the  charming  iliufion,  but  I  imbibed, 
without  meafure,  the  Iwectnefs  of  fuch 
a  flattering  idea,  I  was  no  longer  un- 
eaiy  at  his  intended  departure,  which 
before  I  feemcd  to  apprehend ;  my 
tho'ughts,  outftripping  the  poft,  carry 
Saint  Fal  in  twenty-four  hours  to  the 
army,  bring  him  and  the  marquis  to- 
gether, over- hear  their  difcourie,  are 
witneflcs*of  my  lover's  repentance,  and 
grant  his  pardon  before  he  iu;s  tor  it. 
Supper  being  fcrvcd  up,  very  opportune- 
ly interrupted  a  convcrfaiion  which  be- 
gan to  give  me  pain.  Saint  Fal,  always 
complaifant,  always  refined ly  polite, 
pretended  not  to  obferve  what  he  too 
]^l.'unly  perceived }  he  entertained  me 
with  the  pleafure  he  propofed  to  himfeif 
from  my  letters,  fmce  he  had,  he  faid, 
my  leave  to  write  to  me,  aiid  was  in 
hopes  of  my  anfwers.  He  avoided 
mentioning  the  marquis :  but  a  moment 
before,  he  was  blamed  for  itcalling  him 
to  my  mind  j  whereas  now,  if  I  had 
fpoke  my  fentiments,  1  /hould  have 
quarrelled  with  him  for  being  fo  ready 
to  obey  me.  Cruel  love!  facai)  paflion! 
how  doti  thou  diforder  a  heart  too  weak 
and  fen  fib  le  to  refift  thy  power  ?  That 
very  inftant  1  was  indifferent,  and  had 
■ot  for  two  days  mentioned  my  lover, 
and  this-  without  the  leaft  conibaint. 


Becaul^f  thofkght  him  grown  indtflhlRit 
himfeif.  Hope  revives  rae|  I  believe 
he  ftill  loves  me,  and  on  that  aecotsnC 
would  talk  continually  of  him.  May 
not  this  be  truly  ftiled  caprice?  Do 
not  the  mind  aiu)  heart  contribute  their 
ihare  in  thefe  difurders  of  the  judg- 
ment ?  Can  any  one  wonder,  after  thia, 
that  on  fuch  a  topick,  a  hiftory  contain- 
ing variety  of  events  has  been  built  ? 
Alas !  were  journals  taken  of  the  errora 
of  the  heait  and  mind,  there  Irould  be 
little  room  in  libraries  for  any  other 
fubjefl:  it  were  to  be  hoped,  they 
would  be  finely  touched  after  the  man- 
ner in  which  M.  De  Crebillon  haa 
wrought  his  Caprices  of  the  Heart  an<f 
Mind ;  nor  can  it  be  denied,  how  odcf 
foever  it  may  feem,  that  diibrder  is  the 
offspiing  of  Nature.  The  manner  of 
improving  it  moft  be  the  work  of  art 
and  fenfe,  qualities  rarely  found  united. 
At  1.4ft  Saint  Fal  took  his  leave:  not« 
withftanding  his  endeavours  to  conceal 
his  tears,  I  faw  them  trickle  down  } 
this  a(fc6^ed  me  veiy  much,  and  en- 
gaged me  to  give  him  all  the  markarf 
friend fliip  poSible.  He  was  fo  well  ia* 
tisfied,  that  he  repeated  the  ftrongeft  af- 
furances  of  his  diiintereftednefs,  and 
the  zeal  he  had  to  promote  my  hap^nefs 
with  the  greateft  finccrity.  He  was  nO 
fooner  gone,  but  I  ordered  him  to  be 
called  back ;  I  exacted  of  him,  that  be 
fliould  not  make  the  leaft  effort  in  my 
favour  with  regai*d  to  the  marquis. 
Notwithftanding  my  tendemefs  for  him, 
my  little  heart  was  nettled  i  haughty  aa 
it  was,  it  could  not  remeihber  the  of- 
fence without  ihewing  a  refentincnt. 
The  apprehenfion  I  was  under  left  the 
count,  m  order  to  Cerye  me,  (hould  take 
fome  fteps  not  agreeable  to  a  vanity  well 
grounded,  made  me  employ  a  very  .fin- 
gular  precaution ;  that  I  might  not  be 
deceived,  in  cafe  my  lover  returned,  I 
was  determined  his  palfion  fliould  be 
the  only  motive.  With  this  view  t 
made  Saint  Fal  engage  his  word  of  ho- 
nour, and  promiie  to  inform  aoe,  with 
the  finccrity  of  a  gentleman,  of  all  that 
paifed  in  regard  of  me,  without  fup- 
prefling  the  leaft  circunaftance  on  any 
motive  whatfoever.  His  anlwer  to  thia 
ieemed  fo  fincere,  that  I  did  not  doubt 
of  his  afting  according  to  my  wifti.  I 
confentcd  on  my  fiJe  to  what  Saint 
Fal  demanded;  which  5K<as,  not  to 
make  any  alteration  in  my  way  of  Ufa 
till  his  return.  It  was  with  difficulty 
/  that 
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fkat  I  a^^ited  to  It}  I  ftenied  to forefet 
what  wat  Co  baf^pen. 

The  day  after  the  departure  of  this 
•miabJe  fnend  I  was  terribly  deje^ed* 
How  frigbtful  is  folitude  after  an  agree- 
able companion !  It  was  in  vain  to  have 
iccourie  to  work  or  riding  $  e^ery 
thing  was  tedious,  and  no  poflibility  of 
amuiing  nayielf.  Half  the  day  was 
^Kntin  melancholy  and  affiidion.  My 
only  comfort  was  the  expe&tion  of 
bearing  foon  from  the  armyi  and 
would  willingly,  had  it  been  in  my 
power,  have  abridged  the  time,  tlie 
iboner  to  have  th^i  fatlsfaAion.  The 
plcafing  hope  of  my  lorer's  return, 
with  which  the  count  had  flattered  me, 
was  continualiy  prefent  in  my  mind. 

*  What !  fliall  X  behold  him  &gain  ten- 
■  der  and  confiaatT  faid  1  to  myielf 
as   often    as    the    thought    occurred. 

*  Shall  I  have  the  happinefs  of  hoping 
'to  be  hi«r  One  moment  I  was  in 
hopes,  the  next  I  delpaired  2  in  a  word, 
i  could  not  agree  with  myfclf }  and 
whea    I   ieriouOy    put  the  queiUon, 

*  What  do  I  think  V  1  could  make  n« 
a&fwcr.  Poulning,  perplexed,  I  walk- 
ed backwards  and  forwards,  looked 
tbroogh  the  window^  went  from  one 
apartment  to  the  other,  and  fuffered 
mqre  than  if  I  had ,  been  employed  in 
ibe  moft  laborious  exercife«  Where 
the  oaind  is  opprefled,  the  body  under* 
foes  a  great  d<»l. 

I  Aipped  and  went  to  bed  very  early, 
bat  it  waa  in  vain  to  clofc  my  eyes  | 
twice  I  put  out  my  candle,  and  lighted 
it  as  often.  In  fliort,  not  knowing 
%hich  way  to'  turn  myielf,  and  quite 
fpent,  I  rofe  to  fetch  a  book  from  n^ 
library  J  the  ^ft  I  met  with  was  a 
^amfhlet  the  count  h.'ul  brought  the 
daykufetout,  and,  as  he  faid,  uiuch 
la  vogue.  X  carried  this  hook  to  bed  : 
in  reading  three  or  four  pages,  I  began 
to  inttreft  myfelf  in  favour  of  the  young 
lady  whofe  fiory  it  lelated.,  I  was 
aaucb  afitAcd :  1  dreaded  coming  to  an 
end  of  what  was  fo  agiaeable.  I  made 
a  paufc  I  my  fcar^  foun  regarded  new 
objcas.  I  k>ik  my&lf,  if  I  may  be  al- 
lowed  the  exprcOion,  in  favour  of  the 
lovely  Mat rianne;  I  thought  there ^was 
a  near  rciemblance  between  our  ad  ven- 
tres. She  found  a  proteflrefsi  the 
ehara^  Jiie  gives  of  herexa^ly  fuitcd 
Jladarae  J)q  G-*—*     Svcry  page  f wr- 


niihed  matter  for  applications.  I  ftop- 
ped.  <  Alas  T  faid  I,  *  this  is  me. 
*,  This  lover,  fo  tender,  is  the  marquis» . 
<  Climal  M.  De  G .*  How  diffe- 
rent foever  th^fe  adventures  were  froia 
mine,  I  was  fo  bent  upon  finding  a  re* 
femblancCf  th»t  I  drained  the  events* 
adjiifted  the  charaflers,  and  even  tfa« 
converfations  did  not  efcape  me. 

Thus,  agreeably  amufed,  did  I  paft 
a  part  of  the  night,  and  continued 
reading  till  I  had  finiflicd  the  ftrft  part. 
All  J  had  in  the  world  would  have  beea 
the  purchafe  of  the   following  ones. 

*  How  charminff  an  author  *r  cried  I  to 
myfelf  $  *  how  happy  ihould  I  be  in  his 

*  acquaintance !  It  is  impoflible  to  write 
'  with  fo  much  wit  and  delicacy,  and 

*  not  be  exceeding   amiable   in   con- 

*  verfation.*  From  thence  I  conildered 
the  advantages  ariftng  from  books.  | 
found  myfelf  quite  altered  by  the  a* 
muiement  I  r^|)ed  from  Co  many  diife* 
rent  paflages.  I  refolved  on  fettinj^^  a» 
part  a  time  for  reading.  '  Life,^  faid  I 
to  myfelf,  <  will  pais  away  more  imper- 
«  ceptibly,  and  wuh  lefs  regret.*  Such  a- 
grecable  relief  is  more  than  I  could  have 
exjpe^ed.  Sleep,  at  laft,  clofed  thcie 
reflexions,  and  I  pafled  the  night  in  a 
manner  wliich  fuipaifed  my  expedi- 
tions. 

At  ten  in  the  morning  I  was  waked 
by  a  woman's  voice,  which  was  cxqui- 
iitely  fine,  and  whofc  mdody  and 
fwcetnefs  was  fo  great,  that  I  rofe  oa 
purpofe  to  hear  it  the  better.  I  prefeot- 
ly  diicovered  that  the  perlbn  who  waa 
miftrefs  of  fo  gre^t  a  treafure,  lived  in 
the  apartment  over  mine :  the  windows 
were  open,  and  going  to  my  own  I 
could  dil^inguiih  the  woi  ds.  Enchant- 
ed as  I  was  with  this  amufement,  X 
could  not  think  of  drelRu^,  for  fear  of 
lofing  the  leail  part  of  this  regal/e.  t 
was  always  extravagantly  fond  of  rau- 
fick,  and  to  this  day  it  is  my  favourite 
diveriion. 

When  the  fmging  ceafed,  I  drefled 
myfelf,  and  then  gave  direftions  in  die 
houfe  affairs :  X  was  no  novice  in  there, 
confideiing  my  age,  and  knew  ibmt- 
thing  of  oeconomy.  My  aunt,  as  ho- 
ne ft  as  a  fervant  could  be,  was  yxt  an 
entire  ftrangcr  in  Paris.  It  is  true,  my 
■experience  was  (hort  of  hcr's  in  things 
of  this  natuie,  nevcrthelefs  I  acquitud 
myielf  tolerably  ^^U 
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Several  days  paflTed,  and  nothing  ma- 
terial occurred.  I  had  taken  an  entire 
ftlifli  for  reading,  and  found  Co  much 
relief  from  it,  that  my  Whole  time  in  a 
manner  was  fpent  in  it.  I  fooii  went 
through  all  the  modern  pieces  :  among 
the  authors,  which  pleafed  me  moft, 
Meffieurs  De  Crebillon  and  De  Mari  • 
Taux  were  chiefly  diftir.guiflied.  Had 
it  been  allowable  fx)r  a  young  woman  to 
ieek  acquaintftnces  with  men,  I  (hould 
infallibly  have  endeavoured  to  draw  fuch 
agreeable  perfons  to  my  houfe.  I  en- 
vied the  happinefs  of  thole  who  enjoyed 
their  converlation.  Where  a  book  g;«ins 
our  favour,  the  author  commonly  comes 
in  for  his  (hares  in  a  word,  reading 
was  a  refuge,  Snd  often  a  pleafure  to 
me.  By  way  of  variety,  mufick  was 
fometimes  indulged.  I  had  made  an  ac- 
quaintance with  tlie  young  gentlewoman 
•who  fung  fo  well,  and  whofe  voice  at 
the  very  firft  charmed  me  fo  much. 
She  was  a  pcrfon  of  family,  about  twen- 
ty-two, of  an  infinite  deal  of  wit,  and 
enticing  fweetnefs  of  temper.  She  gain- 
ed my  affeftions  from  the  beginning, 
and  without  examining  into  her  con- 
du^,  I  placed  an  entire  confidence  in 
her. 

She  dined  with  me  almoft  daily ;  and 
when  ihe  miffed,  it  was,  as  fhe  faid, 
that  I  might  do  her  the  fame  favour. 
As  to  the  remaining  part  of  the  day, 
we  had  neither  of  us  taken  it  into  our 
head  to  pafs  it  together.  I  lived  lo  very 
retired,  that  probably  (ke  would  not 
venture  to  propofe  going  abroad  ^  or,  ra- 
ther, fhe  did  not  think  proper  to  inter- 
rupt her  now  way  of  life,  to  which  I 
was  an  utter  flranger,  and  be  grave  with 
^ait,  when  ihe  might  enjoy  fo  much  com- 
panyi  a  motive  I  had  not  been  ac- 
quamted  with,  but  for  an  adventure 
which  befet  me  foon  after,  and  taught 
ine  how  imprudent  a  ypung  woman  is 
who  grows  familiar  with  flrangers,  par- 
ticularly of  her  own  fex;  otherwife  I 
might  very  innocently  have  been  entang- 
.  led  in  foroe  dangerous  engagements', 
without  being  able  to  extricate  myfelf 
from  them.  What  hazards  do  young 
women  run  when  abandoned  to  them- 
(elves,  and  how  little  do  they  know  of 
the  fnares  which  may  be  laid  for  them ! 
Without  a  large  fhare  of  dffcretion,  an^ 
this  fupported  by  the  befl  advice,  they 
feldom  efcape  the  ambufhea  prepatvd  for 
their  ruin.  Happily  I  did  not  buy  this 
experience  too  dcarj  but  I  have  lefs  rca- 


Ton  to  thank  my  owii  difcretion,  than 
Heaven,  which  opened  ^my  eyes,  and 
difcovered  the  danger  to  which  I  was 
expofed. 

One  evening,  when  the  moon  fhone 
very  bright,  I  went  to  the  window  for 
the  benefit  of  the  air,  I  began  to  rcfleft 
with  great  anxiety  on  my  not  hearing 
from  the  army.  Three  weeks  were  pafiea 
without  any  news  from  the  count,  though 
he  had  promifed  to  write  on  his  arrival. 
I  was  racking  my  imagination,  I  fay,  to 
find  out  the  caufe  of  this  negleA,  when 
Mademoifelle  Junia,  fhe  who  fung  io 
well,  came  into  my  chamber,  and  aik- 
ed  me  to  honour  her  with  my  company 
at  fupper.  <  I  am  extremely  dull  today,* 
laid  (he,  '  and  I  know  noboJy  but  yonr- 

*  felf  who  can  divert  a  melancholy  which 

*  overwhelms  me,irithout  my  being  ^ble 

*  to  difcoverthe  reafon.    Can  you  be  Co 

*  cruel  as  tp  leave  me  in  it  ?'  The  dif- 
pofition  I  waa  in  fo  much  refembled 
what  fhe  defcribed,  that  I  vert  chear- 
fully  accepted  of  her  propofal.     *  We 

*  will  be  a  long  time  at  table;  we  will 

*  fing;  this  perhaps    may  enliven  us 

*  both,  for  you  fecm  as  grave  asraylelf; 

*  A  little  diforder  fhould  now  and  then 

*  be  indulged  to  keep  up  our  fpirits ; 

*  and,  in  my  opinion,"  added  fhe,  «  good 

*  cheer  is  of  great  efficacy  for  that  pur- 

*  pofe."  I  agreed  to  what  fhe  advanced, 
and  followed  her  with  a  kind  of  fatisfac-' 
tion  at  beingdiverted  from  my  uneafmcfs. 
This  drew  a  thoufand  acknowledgments 
from  her  in  return  for  my  complaifance. 

In  efFeft,  the  meal  was  fprightly, 
which  is  not  ufual  between  two  women. 
Junia's  fparkling  turns  of  wit  made 
qic  laugh  very  heartily  s  neverthelefs,  I 
could  not  fincerely  approve  of  fome  ex- 
prefTions  fhe  let  fall  from  time  to  time. 
As  often  as  this  happened,  I  looked  very 
grave;  but  fhe  bantered  me,  mimicked 
my  countenance,  and  by  that  means 
obliged  me  to  quit  it,  rallying  me  for 
my  precifenefs.  •  Are  we  not  alone  ?* 
faid  fhe;  <  nobody  heai-s  us  5  and  may 

*  we  not,  as  we  are  friends,  and  of  the 

*  fame  fex,  make  ourfelves  amends  for 

*  the  (ev^re  refiraint  in  which  we  are 
'  educated,  and  which  decency  obliges 

*  us  to  oblirrve  ?*  Mademoifelle  Junia 
was  certainly  the  mod  artful  creature  in 
die  world,  as  will  appear  by  the  follow/* 
ing  contrivance.  How  much  ought  the 
converfation  of  fuch  a  woman  to  bt 
dreaded  !     But,  to  proceed. 

At  ihoit  as  our  acquaintance  was, 
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*  wager  jou  do  not  know  me  in  017 

*  difgaife.*    I  could  not  forbear  laugh- 


fte  ffliglit  ytxf  well  be  convinced  that,  I 
*  was  Tutuous.  She  never  Taw  any  man 
^h  me :  I  lived  at  my  eafe,  and  faid 
I  little  of  my  own  afiairs.  All  (he  could 
I  imagine  at  moft  was,  that  I  was  a  young 
widow  well  provided  for,  and  fo  much 
coocerned  for  the  late  lofs  of  a  beloved 
hofband,  that  I  avoided  company.  I 
was  one  day  at  church  with  her,  and  it 
was  Dounomalthingformeto  be  ftared 
at.  An  acquaintance  of  this  gentle- 
Womas^s  was  mightily  fmitten  with  me, 
and  to  be  fure  had  defiied  to  be  intro- 
duced. To  effea  this,  fhe  had  for  fome 
days  paft  often  propofed  making  a  fet 
at  quadrilie  in  my  apartment.  My  com- 
jAuiance  was  a  fufficient  pretext,  and 
natural  enough,  but  my  anfwer  had  been 
ib  pQ£ti?e  on  die  fubje£l,  and  I  had  fo 
plainly  told  her,  that,  excepting  herfelf, 
r  would  fee  no  company,  that  flie  did 
Bot  dare  puHiie  the  proje^.  Her  con- 
trivance  to  work  her  ends  willprefently 
appear.  When  I  reflect  on  my  narrow 
efc^,  I  tremble  to  this  day.  Heaven 
inipired  me,  as  we  fliall  fee. 

The  artful  Junia,  who  aimed  to  make 
ne  very  gay,  plied  me  frequently  with 
a  fmall  mufcadine  wine,  which  pleafed 
ne  exceedingly.  Notwithftanding  my 
natural  temperance,  I  could  not  rdfrain 
from  this  bewitching  liquor.  By  de- 
grees I  grew  very  chearnil,  and  at  laft 
went  fo  Tar  as  a  ibng,  which  I  had  ne- 
ver done  in  her  company  before.  Ju- 
xia  was  ib  taken  with  the  fweetnefs  of 
ny  voice,  or  diflfembled  irfo  well,  that 
I  was  easily  perfuaded  I  deferved  the 
praifes  (he  beftowed  on  me.  <  Really,* 
&id  file,  '  a  perfbn  lofes  a  ^eat  deal  that 
'  is  a  Ibanger  to  fo  charming  a  creature; 
'  and  you  are  certainly  in  the  right  to 
'  ftun  roen^s  company,  fmce  you  have 
'  fo  little  relifli  for  them ;   otherwife, 

*  with  fo  much  beauty  and  fo  fine  a 
'  voice,*  you  would  never  be  free  from 

*  them  5  they  would  purfuc  you  every 

*  wfaere^  and  vireary  you  with  their  con- 

*  timial  importunities.* 

I  angered  her  gallantry,  and  was 
iH)t  behind -hand  with  her  in  compli- 
iRcnts.  «  Well,  then/  (kid  (he,  (triking 
ker  forehead,  '  we  will  divert  ourftlves 
^  royally.    Do  you  know  1  am  a  little 

*  maddiih,  and  my  delight  is  to  appear 
^  *  different  from  what  I  am  ?'  I  love'  to 
I      '  ad  the  man,  and  do  it  better  than  any 

i  one.  AJk  my  woman,  (who  was  ftand- 

*  iog  by.)    1  will  make  love  to  you, 
*IV  coocinued (he;  <  and  I  will  lay  a 


ing  at  this  new  humour,  and  aflured 
her,  that  whatever  (hape  (he  appeared 
in,  (he  would  always  be  agreeable  to 
me.  <  We  will  try  that,*  faid  (he. 
Jail  at  (he  was  fpeaking,  foroebody 
knocked  at  the  door.  <  Eh,  good  God  !* 
cried  (he,  *  who  it  this  come  to  inter- 

*  nipt  us?  Go,  CetV  continued  (he to 
her  chambermaid  j  *  I  am  not  at  home 

*  Co  any  body  but  my  friend  Saint  Claret 

*  her  I  will  admit  of}  the  is  as  mad  as  , 

*  myfelf;  but  as  for  any  other,  mum.* 
This  order  made  me  eafy .    I  was  ap- 

rehenfive  of  company  5  for,  befides  that 
had  vras  all  undrefled,  I  laid  it  down 
as  a  rule  to,  fee  nobody.  What  Junix 
pretended  to  guefs  came  to  paft ;  it  vrat 
the  friend  (he  mentioned  t  (he  was  very 
agreeable,  and  we  ftton  became  acquaint* 
ed.  «  Thou  art  come  very  fea(bn  ably/ 
faid  Junia ;  *  thou  wilt  partake  of  the 

*  comedy  I  am  gomg  to  z&,  and  flialt ' 

*  judge  as  well  as  the  fair  widow.*  The 
gentlewoman  enquired  very  gravely 
what  we  were  going  to  do ;  and  being 
informed  t  <You  cannot  imagine,*  faid 
(he  to  me  very  joyfully,  *  how  diverting 

*  (he  is  in  men*s  cloaths :  no,  her  humour 

*  IS  beyond  exprcAion .  About  fix  month  a 

*  ago,   (hV  was  thus  difguiied  in  the 

*  country,  made  love  for  three  days  to 

*  a  very  pretty  woman,  and  managtd 

*  her  addreifes  fo  well,  as  to  make  a 
'  conqueft.  The  unravelling  of  the  plot 
«  was  excellent.    The  country  gcntlc- 

*  woman  was  fodifappointed  at  the  me- 

*  tamorphofis,  that  (he  took  to  her  bed. 
'  She  had  always  protefted  againft  ma- 

*  trimony,  but  this  mad  creature  gave 
'  her  fuch  a  hankering  after  it,  that  (lie 

*  very  fairly  took  unto  her.'  This  ftory 
made  me  laugh  heartily,  and  inclined 
me  to  judge  by  myfelf  if  (he  a£ted  her 
part  fo  well  as  they  pretended.  I  did 
not  wait  long,  the  gentleman  foon  made 
his  appearance. 

He  began  with  an  eafy  air,  throwing 
htm  (elf  fometimes  at  my  feet,  fome- 
timcs  at  the  ftranger's.  He  wore  a  very 
handfome  ma(k!  a  precaution  I  ima- 
gined Junia  had  taken  to  make  the 
Iccne  appear  more  natural.-  The  con- 
fidence 1  had  in  die  difguife  prevented 
my  fulpefting  any  foul  play  : '  befides 
Saint  Clare  confirmed  me  by  her  exam- 
ple in  my  fecurity.  When  I  put  the 
mafk-away  in  a  ferious  manner,  he  pre-* 
tended  to  refent  it,  and  revenge  himf«lf 
A  a  by 
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by  preferring  Saint  Clare  to  me.  AU 
this  appeared  fo  natural,  that  I  was  im*. 
pofed  on  for  near  an  hour.  But  at  laft 
I  began  to  miiliud  foTnethin|;,  when, 
under  pretence  of  addieiTing  himielf  to 
the  tieacherous  Saint  Ciare,  X  could  hear 
him  fay  very  diftin^ly,  *  She  is  a  lovcr 
<  ly  ci^atnre  i  but  contrive  foine  means 
«  "of  putting  an  end  to  the  comedy.     I 

*  can  hold  out  no  longer  j  nor  do  I  fee 

*  to  what  purpofe.* 
This  furpiizcd  me  prodigioufly,  and  . 

made  me  colour.  I  found  out  the  con- . 
tri Vance,  but  was  fo  much  miftrefs  of 
myfclf,  as  not  to,  betray  mv  fufpicions. 
1  played  cunning  on  ray  iide,  and  rofe 
with  an  intentfon  to  flip  away,  bu^  was 
prevented-  However,  on  Pledging  a 
nccefliiy  for  withdrawing,  ^and  I  fpoke 
out  as  if  I  miiUui^ed  nothing,  to  give 
nofufpicion)  the  chambermaid  condu6l- 
ed  me  into  a  back  room  :  there  was  a 
private  dooi*  opened  from  thence  upon 
the  flairs,  which  I  knew,  and  imrae- . 
diately  made  my  efcapc  with  the  utmoll 
precipitancy,  thanking  Heaven,  as  I 
rfin,  for  my  prefer  vat  ion,  with  a  firm 
refolution  to  make  no  more  acquain- 
tances of  my  own  head,  and  to  break, 
off  all  correfpondence  with  fo  dangerous 
a  friend. 

.  I  was  fcarce  got  down,  but  I  was 
purfued.  Barbara,  whom  I  prompted, 
laid  I  was  going  to  bed,  and  had  forbid 
her  to  let  in  any  one.  Junia  at  the 
(Igor  ufcd  all  endeavours  to  have  it  open-. 
tij  but  I  was  not  to  be  prevailed  on  ;. 
and  fhe  returned  heartily  mortified,.  I 
bolieve,  tu  be  the  dupe  of  her  own  plot. 
.  ^everthelefs,  indead  of  going  to  bed, 
I  watched  at  the  key -hole,  to  be  afcer- 
taincd  of  what  I  fufpefted :  my  belief 
was,  that  Junia  had  fu bftituted  a  man 
in  her  plage,  doubtlefs  to  give  him  an 
opportunity  of  being  acquainted.  I  was 
not  mi (h ken  j  I  dir<;erned  by  the  light 
of  a  flambeau,  which  a  fervant  carried, 
the  cloaihi  of  him  who  afled  the  fup- 
pofed  p2i  t .  He  fcemf  d  young  and  hand  - 
fome,aiid  was  leading  Saint  Clare,  who 
to  'be  fuie  was  in  llic  fecret,  for  they 
flopped  oppofite  to  my  doorj  and,  by 
what  1  heard,  X  had  reafon  to  think  the 
gentleman  was  much  taken  with  me. 
This  made  me  nfolvc  to  be  very  cir- 
cum(peft  for  the  future  againft  fuch  ad- 
ventures. However,  this  was  not  the 
laih 

The  next  day  Junia  came  to  fee  roe, 
but  cculd  not  get  admittancei  a&d  might 


plainly  fee  I  was  apprized  of  her  intend* 
ed  projed.  She,  wrote  to  me  j  her  let- . 
ter  was  returned  unopened.  She  talked 
with  my  aunt^  and  told  her  to  inform 
me,  that  flie  was  much  furprized  I 
iheuld  quarrel  with  her  on  account  of  a . 
harmleis  frolick.  AU  this  was  loft  la* 
bour,  and  I  was  fo  refolute  in  my  con- 
du6l,  that  at  lafl  (he  thought  fit  not  to 
moleft  nae  any  longer. 

But  the  fpark  wno  bad  taken  fo  much 
pains  would  not  deflfl  $  the  more  dif- 
flcultv,  the  more  ardent  the  lover,  as  it 
ufually  happens.  He  wrote  letters,  came 
to  the  door  in  twenty  ditfcrent  difguifes, 
without  any  fuccefs.  I  was  always  on 
my  guard  in  perfon,  miflrufling  Bar- 
bara's fimplicity,  and  therefore  it  was 
no  eafy  matter  to  furprize  me. 

Being  at  work  one  day  in  my  cham- 
ber, there  was  thrown  in,  doubtlefls 
from  Junia^s  window,  a  packet  fealed 
up,  which  being  very  heavy,  fell  with 
fome  noife;  I  took,  it  up,  and  found! 
it  directed  for  me.  Befldes  a  letter  in- 
clofed,  as  I  imagined,  there  was  cer- 
tainly a  large  fum  in  gold.  X  biuflied^ 
and  knew  not  how  to  behave.  What 
couid  I  do  ?  To  carry  it  back  myfelf  to 
Junia,  was  what  they  aimed  at.  If  I 
lent  it  by  my  aunt,  they  might  either 
pretend  I  kept  it,  or  take  an  opportuni- 
ty fome  days  after  to  demand  it,  and 
under  that  pretext  force  a  vifit  upoo 
nie>  which  X  endeavoured  fo  much  to 
avoid. 

I  fpent  above  an  hour  thinking  on  x 
th.ouiand .  diffei-ent  things,,  and  at  laft 
came  to  a  refolution.  f  fent  Barbara  to 
the  parifh  church  with  a  letter  to  a  diT-  ' 
erect  curate,  whofe  probity  was  univcf'^ 
fally  known.  I  begged  the  favour  oC 
feeing  him  immediately  on  an  affiur  of 
the  lall  confequence.  X  did  not  in  the 
leail  doubt  of  his  fpeedy  compliance. 

My  aunt's  back  was  fcarce  turned^ 
when  X  began  to  reflcft  on  what  X  had 
done.  I  had  always  heard  it  laid  dowit 
as  a  maxim,  that  prudent  perfons  ought 
never  to  give  m^n  of  a  certain  cloth  a 
handle  to  meddle  in  their  affairs,  there 
being  often  reafon  to  repent  it  after- 
wards. It  was  natural  to  enquire  who 
I  was ;  my  youth,  and  the  charms  I 
was  tiatteied  with,  miglu  occafion  queC* 
tions  and  enquiries.  And  what  anfwer 
could  I  make  ?  Xn  owning  the  truth,  I 
might  draw  upon  myfelt  exhortations 
and  remonflrances.  Befides,  could  I 
dcpeud  ou  being  beUeved^  and  the  aflfe- 
'  veratioQs 
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Tenttjons  of  my  Tirtuour  difpofition  ad- 
iBxtted  ?  If  r  acknowledged  who  I  wa«» 
[  t  rauft  cxpe6^  no  very  favourable  iniei'- 
pretations  to  be  paded  on  my  eafy  cir- 
cumftaiices,  and  a  luperior  authority 
employed  to  oblige  me  to  return  to  my 
parents.  This  thought  terrified  mej  I 
TcToUcd  to  be  very  refervcd,  and  to  be- 
liaTe  in  fuch  a  manner  with  regard  to 
the  clergyman  I  expeded,  as  to  give  him 
no  hold.  I  reckoned  much  on  the  TOod 
charafter  I  had  reafon  to  expert,  it  my 
way  of  life  (hould  be  enquired  Into, 
knowing  I  could  not  be  taxed  with  any 
I  diipg  from  the  time  I  came  into  the 
houfe.  Nobody  knew  any  thing  of  me, 
'which  is  no  fmall  advantange  to  a  yoyng 
woman,  whofe  reputation  is  in  it*s  great- 
eft  loftre  when  it  fumifhes  nothing  for 
CODverfadon. 

The  clergyman  followed  my  aunt. 
As  foon  as  he  came,  I  informed  him  of 
the  difficulty  I  was  in,  and  the  occafion 
of  it.  His  behaviour  was  fuch  as  gave 
me  ^reat  fatisfadion.  He  heard  what 
I  (aid,  and  did  not  feem  inquiiiiive  after 
maic  than  1  was  inclined  to  acquaint 
htm  with.  This  gained  my  confidence, 
efteem,  and  refpe6k.  He  commended 
myconduft  very  much,  and  afTured  mc 
I  had  nothing  to  fear  from  their  attempts. ' 
He  exhorted  me  to  avoid  feeing  any  com- 
pany that  I  could  not  depend  on,  and 
lamented  the  dangers  thofe  wereex^fed 
to  who  a6led  otherwife :  the  rum  of 
nanyt  as  he  aflTured  me,  was  owing  en- 
tirely to  it.  Without  trefpaffing  on  cha- 
rity, he  faid,  tlie  perfon*8  charafler  who 
lived  in  {he  apartment  above  me,  was 
foTpefted,  and  confequently  that  I  ought 
i  to  break  off  all  commerce  with  her. 

I  This  difcreet  clergyman  carried  away 

the  fealcd  packet,  and  left  me  much  edi- 
iie<l  with  his  behaviour.  What  me- 
'  tbods  he  took  I  know  not,  but  I  never 
heard  any  more  of  Jonia  or  her  com- 
panions. 

I  thought  myfelf  very  happy  in  hav- 
ing employed  fo  efficacious  a  remedy, 
and  returned  Heaven  my  thanks  for  it's 
faccefs. 
The  following  day  was  an  »ra  of  new 
I  crofles :  I  received  two  letters,  one  from 

the  army,  the  other  from  Vcrlailles. 

Notwithftanding  my  earneftnefs  to 
hear  Ibmc  tidings  of  the  inconftant  mar- 
quis, cuxIoliLy  prevailed  on  me  to  open 
the  fecond.  In  reality,  it  was  very  ex- 
traordinary to  receive  a  letter  from  thofe 


parts  I  befides  that  I  had  no  corre- 
fpondeflce  with  any  one  there/  nobody 
•knew  how  to  dire^  to  me,  excepting 
Melicourt,  and  1  knew  him  totfweu 
to  doubt  bis  difcrction ;  and  yet  i(  was 
wrote  at  length.  This  furprized  me, 
and  I  refolved  to  clear  up  the  myftery. 
But  how  was  I  fti-uck,  to  find  it  came 
from  the  old  mtrqois  I  It  was  as  fol- 
lows. 

«  TN  vthi  do  you  fly  mc,  charming 
M.  *  Jenny !  Wherever  you  hide  your- 
felf,  or  whatever  quality  you  pals  un- 
der, I  (lull  always  know  where  you 
are,  and  what  you  are  about.  I  ea- 
fily  guefs  how  much  this  wilt  alarm 
you,  and  the  rtrfle£lions  which  wili 
trife  from  an  accident  fo  unexpefted. 
But  make  yourlclf  eafy  ^  I  am  more 
in  your  intcrefl  than  you  imagine, 
and  am  fo  far  from  turning  my  knov^- 
ledge  to  your  prejudice^  that  I  am  re- 
folved to  be  the  firil  in  Axing  your 
happinefs.  Remember,  a  man  of  my 
charafler  is  an  enemy  to  deceit,  aild 
cannot  be  worfe  than  his  word ;  cod- 
iequently,  beware  of  taking  any  fleps 
which  fear  may  fuggeft.  To-morrow 
I  fhall  be  at  Pflns.  I  /hall  wait  on 
you  ;  and  it  will  b?  your  own  faulty 
if  you  do  not  receive  convincing  proofs 
of  the  value  I  fst  on  your  virtue  :  I 
am  no  f^ran^r  to  it,  which  is  no 
fmall  matter.  One  trial  more,  and 
you  will  know  how  much  I  value  you. 

«  The  MARcyjis  op  L.  V.* 

The  reading  of  this  letter  threw  me 
into  a  fit  of  trembling,  dubious  as  I 
was  what  to  do,  and  pierced  to  my 
very  fpul.  *  Heavens  T  cried  I,  *  have 
'  pity   on  me,  and  aflifKmel     What 

*  means  this  fudden  alteration?    What 

<  can    be  the  old  marquis*s  deflgns  ? 

<  How  can  he  contribute  to  make  me 

<  happy  i    Alas !  I  am  certainly  bc- 

*  trayed  by  his  fon  5  who,  to  get  rid  of 

*  me  at  once,  facrifices  me  to  his  father! 

<  It  is  certainly  fo  I  The  parent,  fatis- 
'  fied  with  this,  lays  afide  his  hatred^ 
«  and  cither  through  generofity  or  poli- 

*  cy  will  fettle  mc  in  fuch  a  manner 

*  as  nrtay  prevent  any  accident,  in  cafe 

<  his  fon  fhouid  happen  to  relent.     But 

*  how  cruel  is  I'uch  a  condu6l !'  con- 
tinued I,  in  tears.     *  Could  I  ever  have 

*  cxpe^^tcd  fo,  much  barbaj'ity  from  a 

Ana'  «  lover? 
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«  lover?    How  could  he  foreAe  that 

<  hit  father's  threats  and  averfion  would 

*  give  place  to  generofity  ?' 

I  was  fo  taken  up  with  thele  reflec- 
tionsy  that  I  forgot  Saint  FaPs  Jctter, 
whiQh  had  been  fo  long  expe6led  and  fo 

.  «arneiUvdefired.  At  laft  I  opened  it. 
A  frem  fubjed  of  aftoniOiment  and 

•  tears  I 

«  T  Have,  deferred  writing  from  day 

X  « to  day,  lovelv  Jenny  !  in  hopes 

'  ^f  fending  you  iomething  material. 

*  The  apprehenfion  of  making  you  un- 

*  eafy,  by  too  long  a  delay,  prevails 
'  on  me  to  write,  though  I  have  nothing 
'  but  difagreeable  news  to  fend.  I  pro- 
'  mifed    to  hide  nothing  from    you } 

'  '  otherwife  would  not  acquaint  you, 

*  that  I  did  not  meet  with  the  marquis 

*  when  I  arrived  at  the  camp,  and  that 
'  he  is  not  »s  yet  I'eturned  from  an  ex- 

*  pedition,  on  which,  at  his  own  re- 
'  queil,  he  was  fent.  This  gives  great 
^  uneaitnefs  to  all  his  friends,  left  he 

*  fliould  be  taken  prifoner.  His  fer- 
'  vants,  whom  I  have  queftioned,  as 

<  well  as  feveral  officers,  aflfure  me  he 
'  came  hither  very  melancholy,  though 
'  he^  ilrove  in  vain  to  hide  it.     It  is  fup- 

*  poied  he  is  chained,  and  that  in  or- 
^  der  to  divert  his  uneaiinefs,  he  pro- 

<  cured  this  command.     I  was  not  at  a 

*  lofs  to  guefs  his  afHi6lion.     You  can- 

*  not  be  rehfible,  Mademoifelle^  of  the 

*  mat  part  you  bear  in  it.     Be  not, 

*  however,  too  much  concenied  j   we 

*  may  have  fome  account  of  this  dear 

<  relation.     I  fliall  not  fail  to  commu « 

<  nicate  it  to  you  inftantly.     It  is  ^ne- 

*  rally  thought  the  campaign  will  be 
-  *  but  (hort}  and  that  after  a  battle, 

*  which  is  .continually  looked  for  and 

*  much  defired,  we  (ball  be   fent  into 

*  quarters.  I  pleafe  myfelf  with  the 
'  notion,  iince  ir  will  bring  me  nearer 

*  to  you  s  and  I  think  there  cannot  be 

*  a  greater  pjeafure  than  to  fee  you,  nor 

*  merit  than  to  deferve  your  efteem/ 

'  From  the  camp.      *  Saint  Fal/ 

Our  attachment  to  a  beloved  obje6fc 
never  exerts  itfelf  with  greater  force 
than  when  we  are  on  the  point  of  loting 
it.  My.  notion  of  war  was  certainly 
very  itnperfe6l ;  yet,  no  fooner  did  I 
know  that  the  marquis's  life  was  in 
dangei ,  but  my  imagination  reprefented 
it  with  ail  it's  horrors^    *  O  Heavens!" 


cried  I,  all  in  tears,  <  why  am  I  tha# 
''overwhelmed  on  s^U  fides  at  once? 

<  How  am  I  to  furvive  it  ?  What  caa 
'  fo  many  affli^ions,  one  upon  another^ 
'  portend  f  Do  they  not  prefage  the 
'  greateft  of  misfortunes?  But  I  am 
'  prepared  to  undergo  every  thing,  pro* 

*  vided  my  lover  be  fafe,  and  eicape 
'the  dangers  to  which  his  courage  and 

*  chagrin  expofe  him.    How  unfottu- 

<  nate  was  I,  not  to  juftify  myfelf  be» 

<  fore  his  departure  I    Perhaps  my  in- 

*  noccnce  might  have  reftored  him  to 

*  me,  and  maide  him  careful  of  a  life 
'  he  ought  to  preferve  for  my  fake  !* 

I  ihalT  not  relate  all  the  expoftulationa 
my  grief,  furnifhed  on  this  occafion. 
Why  (hould  I  tire  you,  O  reader,  with 
the  recital  of  my  tears?  Hitherto,  they 
have  been  but  too  plentifuh  A  little 
patience  -,  the  time  will  come,  when  they 
will  be  wiped  away,  and  this  truth  de* 
monftrated,  that  thp  happinefs  which, 
virtue  procures  for^  us  can  never  be  tea 
dearly  bought, 

Althougn  I  had  time  to  prepare  for 
the  old  marquises  viiit,  I  founci  royMf 
terribly  confounded  when  he  appeared. 
His  prefence  made  me  fenfible  of  the 
great  diflance  between  us,  knowing  he 
was  now  acquainted  with^mv  ongin* 
Can7>ride  receive  a  greater  check  ?  How- 
ever, I  took  upon  me  fo  far  as  to  con- 
quer my  bluflies  and  confufion.    I  re- 
Iblved  to  be  the  firft  in  mentioning  the 
m^nnefs  of  my  birth,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent him :  this  expedient  I  owe  tp  my 
vanity.     <  Is  it  pofllble,  my  lord,'  faid 
I,  receiving  him  with  great  refped,  and 
prefenting  him  a  chair,  <  that  you  /hould 
condefcend  to  fee  me,  after  the  dif- 
covery  you  have  made  ?    What  com- 
parifon  is  there  between  a  country 
girl,  one  who  has  been  fo  unhappy 
as  to  fall  under  your  difpleafure,  and 
a  nobienian  of  vour  rank  ?     Whence 
comes  fuch  a  diJtin£lion,  which  I  have 
no  ways  deferved  ?'— <  Let  us  have  no 
more  of  that,  lovely  Jenny,'  faid  the 
marquis,  making  me  fit  down  i  *  I  have 
'  no  longer  the  reafon  of  complaint  I 
had  formerly  againft  you;  and  that 
virtue,  of  which  I  have  received  con- 
vincing proofs,  has  created  a  due  re- 
gard for  one  who  is  fo  worthy  of  ir. 
We  will  r^y  nothing  of  your  birth  s 
not  but  I  was  mightily  taken  with 
your  candid  acknowledgment ;  a  ftroke 
that  does  not  want  it's  force,    nor 
efcspe  my  obfcrvation.  A  mean  birth 

*  is 
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<  is  tfaeoprkiootcScftof  ^buice,  never 
'  to  be  called  in  mind  but  wiien  vice 

<  fleforms  it;   wherems  lyrudence,  and 

<  aoble  aaions.  ftrip  it  of  all  that  ig 

*  contemptible,  and  call  a  Inftre  upon 
'  it,  not  inferior  to  that  of  kings,  when 

*  no  hlfk  ftep  ia  made  in  the  thorny 

*  paths  of  Tirtue.  I  (hall  fay  no  more 
^  on  this  head )  you  having,  my  dear 

<  girl,  lefs  need  of  inftru^ion  than 
'  othersj  as  your  education  has  been 
«  very  extraordinary.    What  I  h^re  to 

*  (ay  is  of  a  different  nature ;  but,  be- 

*  fore  I  explain  royfelf  any  farther,  I 
'  defire  yoo  will  tell  me,  with  that  can- 

*  dour  £>  becoming  virtue  and  honour, 
'  upon  what  terms  you  are  with  my  Ton  ? 
'  I  have  reafbns  for  a&ing  this  quef- 
'  tion }  and  if  your  anfwer  proves  fa- 

*  tisfa^oTf ,  it  will  lay  an  obligation  on 

*  me,  and  you  (hall  never  lepcnt  hav- 

*  ing  explained  yourfelf  on  a  fubjefl  I 
'  have  n¥»e  at  heart  than  you  imagine. 
'  Truth,  and  a  thorough  confidence  in 

*  me,  carry  a  greater  weight  in  my 

*  judgment  than  any  other  qualifica- 

*  tions/ 

When  the  old  marquis  ttrote  his  in- 
mtion  of  making  me  a  viiit,  I  expefted 
to  fofier  very  much  from  the  conver- 
Utkni  but  I  little  thought  it  would 
torn  on  fuch  an  important  fubjeft.  I 
was  the  more  terrified,  being  attacked  in 
the  moft  fenfible  part.  All  evafions  ap- 
peared ufelefs)  I  had  one  of  the  fubtleft 
of  men  to  deal  with,  whofe  penetration 
was  furprising.  While  he  fpoke  what 
1  have  mentiraed,  his  eyes  were  fixed 
upon  me,  and  he  ftemed  to  (earch  within 
me  the  fixret  recefles  of  my  heart.  How 
could  I  withftand  fo  terrifying  an  aflault  f 
There  was  nothing  left,  but  to  a£k  with 
the  fincerity  he  pretended  to  value  Co 
much,  if  I  propofed  to  fucceed  with 
one  ^  his  turn,  and  that  method  I 
took.  One  never  faulters  in  fpeaking 
tiie  truth. 

*  It  would  be  in  vain,  my  lord,'  an- 
fwered  I  after  a  moment's  paufe,  '  to 

*  deny  that  your  fon  has  been  dear  to 

*  me ;  he  is  mafter  of  fuch  endearinc; 

*  qualities,  and  which  befpeak  fo  much 

*  probity,  that  my  heart  could  not  pof- 
'  fibly  refift  fo  large  a  fhare  of  merit.   I 

*  fliould  be  wanting  to  that  fincerity,  of 

*  which  you  appear  Co  jealous,  if  I  dif- 
'  fefflbled  on  tnis  occafion.  I  might 
'  employ  the  word  efte^  inftead  of 
*.  love^  but  I  ^ill  not  impofeupon  you. 
!  Xdid  love  your  fon,  with  all  the  iln« 


verity  I  am  capable  of;  and  had  not 
his  late  behaviour  interfered,  I  might 
flill  prefcrve  the  fame  regards  i  I  dare 
not  fay  they  are  no  more  j  I  am  not 
fufRciently  acquainted  with  myfelf,  to 
know  perte£Uy  my  (ecrct  fcntimens. 
It  is  to  no  purpofe  for  me  tor  dwell 
any  longer  on  this  fubjeA,  as  I  can 
add  nothing  more  to  what  I  have  faid. 
Your  experience  may  perhaps  mako 
greater  difcoveries/ 
The  old  marquis  Teemed  tranfpoitcd 
t  my  fincere  manner  of  exprcfTrng  my- 
]f.    «  Yoo  are  exceeding  charming^* 

faid  he,  *  and  my  eAeem  for  you  reU 
doublet ;  of  which  I  will  give  you 
convincing  proofs.  On  your  fide, 
continue  to  ipeak  the  truth.  Tell  me 
firfl  what  your  defigns  are  {  and  dien, 
with  the  fame  fincerity,  own  from 
whom  you  receive  wherewithal  to 
fumifli  your  expences.  MHiilft  my 
fon  and  Saint  Fal  were  here,  I  eafily 
believe  you  wanted  for  nothing  $  but, 
fuppofe  you  never  hear  more  of  either 
of^them,  how  will  you  contrive  to 
go  on  as  you  have  begun  ?  Look  up» 
on  me,  adorable  creature,  at  your 
friend.  Banifli  that  fear  and  trouble 
I  fee  in  you  i  there  is  no  occafion  for 
them.  Did  I  not  truly  interell  myfelf 
in  your  behalf,  I  fhould  not  enquire 
into  theie  particulars.'— *  Alas,  my 
Lord  *.'  replied  I  with  a  figh,  <  you 
remind  me  of  the  imprudence  of  my 
conduft;  for  which  my  reafon  has 
often  reproached  roe.  ft  was  with 
fome  difficulty  your  nephew  prevailed 
on  me  to  accept  of  the  tokens,  by 
which  his  -generofity  (hewed  itfelf  in 
my  regard.  Some  time  ago  I  refolv- 
ed  to  ipend  my  days  in  a  monailery  ; 
and  more  t\ian  oncel  have  prefTed  him 
to  crown  the  work,  by  afiilting  me  in 
the  execution  of  that  dcfign.'— '  You 
always  talk  of  Saint  Fal,  whom  you 
do  not  love,'  cried  the  marquis,  fliiy 

nterruptiiig  mc,  <  and  never  once  men- 
tion my  l>m  in  all  this  provifion  ;  yet 
it  is  more  natural  to  atti'ibute  your 
little  revenue  to  him,  than  to  my  ne- 
phew. The  advantage  of  being  be- 
loved by  him—'  *  My  lord,  I  tell 
you  the  truth,*  replied  I,  interrupt, 
ng  in  my  turn  j  *  I  will  not  abfo- 
lutcly  fay,  that  the  marquis  has  no 
(hare  in  what  has  been  done  for  mc : 
but  this  I  am  pofitive  in,  that  what 
I  have  received  hitherto,  has  been 
from  your  nephew's  hands ;  and 
*  under 
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<  under  what  title  would  you  inia 

*  gine?  As  fo  much  lent,  for  Co  he  g?- 
«  nerouily  called  it,  to  be  repaid  if  ever 
«  fortune  fliould  put  it  in  ray  power.  A 

*  train  of  events,  continually  alarming 
«  me,  have  thus  far  prevented  my  cora- 

*  ing    to  forae  rcfolution— '      *  Goqd  . 

*  God !  my  dear  girl,*  cried  the  maj--  , 
<jui»,  *  I  do  not  pretend  to  put  you  up- 

*  on  juftifying  yourfelf  5    you  owe  ipe 

*  no  fuch  deference :  your  condu6l  ^s  , 

*  without  reproach,  as  I  have  been  well 

*  fatisfied  a  great  while  ;  and  fo  far  from 

*  wifliing  you  were  (hut  up  in  a  mona- 
«  ftcry,  1  would  be  the  firft  to  oppofe  it. 

*  Excufe,  lovely  Jenny,  the  perplexing 
«  qucftions  I  put  to  you  5  it  is  in  order 
«  to  fix  uponfomcthing  in  your  regard, 

<  and  to  juftify  that  efteem  I  conceived 
«  for  yon  the  firft  moment  we  were  ac- 

<  (juainted.     This  candour,  this  fince- 

*  nty,  which  I  have  now  experienced, 
«  convince  me   that    your    lentiments 

*  place  you  in  a  rank  not  inferior  .to 

*  women  of  the  beft  quality.  I  beg  I 
«  may  be  favoured  with  your  friendship, 
'  and  have  your  leave  to  cultivate  it.  I 
«  have  great  defigns  in  your  behalf  j  ^ive 

*  me  but  time  to  bring  them  to  perfec- 

*  tion  :  in  the  mean  while,  go  on  as 

*  you  have  begun.  I  come  often. to 
«  i'aris,  fometiraes  fpend  whole  weeks 

<  there,  and  then  fhall  be  a  conft^nt 

*  viiitor.      Be  eafy  as  to  the  time  to 

*  come  J  care  will  be  taken.      I  am 

*  obliged  to  leave  you,  at  prefent ;  but 

*  in  two  days  you  may  depend  on  hej^r- 

*  ing  from  me.'  Saying  thefe  words, 
which  furptized  me  extremely,  the  old 
marquis  rofe,  was  very  coraplaif^nt 
on  the  fubjeft  of  my  fliape  and  charms  j 
adding,  he  often  thought  of  my  fine 
neck;  that  he  intended  to  invite  me 
to  dinner,  to  have  the  pleafure  of  hear- 
ing me  fing  again.  After  a  great  d^al 
more  of  the  like  nature,  he  left  ipe, 
much  aftonifhed  at  what  had  pafl'ed. 

In  effect,  what  could  I  divine  ?  Was 
it  natural  to  think,  that  the  very  nvan 
.who  had  exprcfTed  himfcif  againii  me 
.  with  fo  much  bittcrncfs,  was  fo  fuddenly 
changed  ?  Had  he  not  endeavoured  to 
fecure  me  in  a  convent  for  life  ?  Was 
I  not  ftill  the  fame  Jenny,  that  little 
country  girl,  who  had«engaged  the  fon 
in  vexatious  affairs,  and  obliged  the  fa- 
ther, to  employ  his  utmoft  intereft  ? 
and  fmre  that,  had  I  not  impofed  upon 
him  under  a  feigned  name?     Wheiice, 


therefore,  (hould  come  fuch  a'iuddeti 
alteration?  Could  my  charms  extend 
their  empire  over  the  fatlier  as  well  as 
the  fon  ?  If  this  piete  of  vanity  mi^bt 
be  indulged^  had  I  not  greater' reafon 
to  dread  this  nobleman  than  ever  ?  It 
could  not  be  imputed  as  a  crii^e  if  I 
ihunned  him  heretofore,  and  avoid^ 
falling  into  his  hands.  Self-preferva- 
tion  is  always  natural ;  but  ihpuld  I  npt 
be  juftly  condemned,  it  I  accepted  of  a 
reconciliation,  which  doubtlefs  was  of- 
fered with  fome.view,  perhaps  liicompa* 
tible  with  reputation  and  virtue  f  Cruel 
alternative !     How  was  I  perplexed  ! 

The  d^y  was  fpent  with  weighing 
thefe  things  in  my  mind  j  yet,  notwith- 
ftanding  my  apprehenfions,  a  blind  con- 
fidence carried  it  in  favour  of  this  no- 
bleman.     *  Why   ihould   he   deceive 

*  me,'  faid  I  to  rayfclf  5  *  and  if  his 
«  views  are  criminal,  why  would  he  ex* 
«  tol  my  virtue  and  conduft  ?     Ought 

<  I  not  rather  to  imagine  it  is  owing  to 

<  them  that  I  have  gained  his  efteem  f 

<  And  fince  he  prailes  me  fo  much  oq 

<  that  account,  is  it  not  to  encourage 

<  roe  to  continue  f  He  mentions  a  hap- 
«  py  fcttlement,  and  throws  out  obfcure 

<  hints  i  how  do  I  know  but  he  has 
'  his  reafons  for  it  ?    To  be  furc  ji© 

*  has,'  faid  I,  confirming  myfelf  inthe 
notion  $    <  time  will  effefl  it.     If  my 

*  conje6lures  are  groundlefs.  Heaven, 

<  which  has  hitherto  protected  me,  and 
«  to  which  I  will  ever  have  recourfe, 

*  will  not  abandon  me.*  Thut  did  X 
come  to  a  refolution. 

My  thoughts  now  more  at  li^>crty,  I 
was  going  to  anfwer  Saint  Fal's  letter, 
when  the  bell  rung.  I  liftened  to  hear 
who  niy  aunt  talked  to.  A  voice, 
which  ftruck  me  to  the  very  foul,  made 
roe  look  through  the  key*  hole.  Hea- 
vens !  what  a  condition  was  I  in  1  I  im- 
mediately knew  my  father  and  mother 
embracing  my  aunt.  At  fii-ft,  I  was 
running  to  throw  myfelf  into  their 
arms;  but  in  endeavouring  it,  I  was 
fo  much  tranfported,  that  finding  my 
feet  fail  me,  and  fearing  I  (hould  fail 
on  the  floor,  I  threw  myfelf  into  a 
great  chair,  where  I  was  an  hour  with- 
out coming  to  myfelf.  I  will  now  ac- 
count for  this  unexpeftcd  vifit,  and 
ihew  how  much  chance  interferes  in 
the  oqcurrences  of  life. 

It  was  lucky  for  roe  that  my  affec- 
tion towards  thofe  who  had  given  me 

liff 
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life  o^caiioned  the  emotion  mentioned' 
in  the  preceding  paee ;  otherwiie ,  I ' 
iHoald  have  imprudently  diicovered  my* 
Idf,  and  it  was  not  yet  time.  What 
WA  employed  in  recoTering  me  from  my 
dlforder,  made  me  forefee  the  confe- 
quence  of  what  I  was  upon  the  point 
of  dobg«  Doubtlefs,  in  acknowledg- 
ing my  parents,  I  ihould  lay  myklf ' 
under  an  ol)ligationy  either  of  keeping 
them  wifb  me,  or  following  them  home 
to  our  cottage  {  either  of  which  would 
be  equaif^r  perplexing  to  them  and  my* 
&if :  I  think  it  needier^  to  give  the  rea- 
Gsos,  they  may  be  eailly  imagined.  I 
behaved  with  fuch  complaifance  to  my 
aaot  in  evety  thing,  excepting  this  par- 
ticular, as  made  her  Jl&foeafyj  and 
my  regard  for  her  was  (6  great,  that  I 
feemcn  more  to  belong  to  her  than  ihe 
to  OK :  the  iecret  comfort'  of  an  un- 
qucftionable  witnefs  of  my  condu^l, 
aiul  who  was  one  day  to  appear  in  my 
bdolf.  it  mj  intentions  had  been 
bd,  I  fliould  baye  beqn  very  careful 
how  I  fitted  my^If  with  fuch  a  cap  j 
but  I  wanted  her  only  for  form's  fake, 
thank  God!  Heayen  preferved  in  my 
heart  the  love  of  virtue,  with  which  I 
had  been  bom  j  and  I  prayed  everv  day 
with  fervour,  for  grace  to  peruft  in 
tbefe  good  intentions.  Such  prayers 
an  acceptable  to  God,  and  he  feldom 
lefofes  to  hear  them. 

When  I  was  perfeftly  recovered,  I 
defired  extremely  to  fee  my  father  and 
mother.  I  was  very  fure  they  would 
not  know  me,  time  had  made  fuch  an 
attention  in  my  features  and  behaviour. 
I  was  fo  much  grown,  and  my  drefs 
was  (o  different  from  what  they  had 
ietn,  that  I  was  ea/v  upon  that  head. 
With  this  aflurance  I  rung  my  bell :  it 
was  dinner  time,  and  I  very  naturally 
calkd  for  it.  My  good  aunt  coming 
into  the  room,  feemed  perplexed.  Not* 
witbftanding  the  familiarity  I  ufed  her 
vith,  I  had  infufed,  I  do  not  know 
why,  areierve,  sot  to  lay  more,  which 
often  gave  me  pain.  I  alked  her  what 
was  the  matter.  She  hefitated.  En- 
couraging her,  *  Hav6  you  broke  any 
*  thmg?'  feigned  I.  *  Well,  there  is 
'  no  great  harm  done/  One  familiar 
qoeftion  always  fuificed  to  put  her  in 
bear^  5  accordingly  Ihe  owned,  fhe  ap- 
Kchended  my  aneer,  becaufe  (he  lud 
vroteto  her  brother  and  filler  to  come 
^  ict  hq  at  their  conveniences  and, 


ai  Ike  had  not  acouainted  me  with  it, 
ihe  was  afraid  to  tell  me,  that  having  bu- 
fmefs  at  Paris,  they  took  this  oppor* 
tuni^,  and  were  afVually  in  the  houfej 
that  I  ought  however  to  pardon  her,  be- 
caule  (he  had  only  fent  for  them,  to  let 
them  know  the  happinefs  fhe  enjoved  in 
my  iervice.  *  I  am  glad,'  aniwered 
I,  *  that  you  are  content,  and  liMe  your 
'  place ;  I  wifh  your  happinefs  was  If  ill 
'  greater:   and  far  from  talcing  it  ill 

*  that  your  relations  are  come,  I  am 

*  pleafed  at  it ;  I  mufl  fee  them,  and 

*  defire  they  would  dine  with  me.**— 

*  Ah,  Madam !  you  are  too  good,*' 
cried  Barbara }  '<  it  is  not  for  fuch  at 

*  they  to  be  Co  much  honoured.'—*  Do 
'  as  you  are  bid,'  replied  I  j    *  bring 

*  them  to  mc,  I  will  talk,  with  them  t 

*  they  fhall  know  what  you  faid  of  me 
'  is. true.'  Barbara  was  fo  pleafed  with 
this,  that  fhe  flew  to  acquaint  my  pa- 
rents. My  heart  was  in  an  agitation, 
though  an  agreeable  one ;  nor  was  it 
without  difficulty  that  I  fuppreflfed  it'a 
motions,  feeing  thofc  to  whom  I  owed 
m^  life.  I  fuffercd  from  the  rcfpeft 
with  which  they  approached  me  :  I  even 
blamed  myfelf,  and  I  did  what  I  could 
to  put  an  end  to  it. 

At  laft,  by  dint  of  carefTes,  I  pre* 
vailed  with  them  to  Rt,  and  grow  k  lit- 
tle more  familiar.  The  art  which  I 
have  often  experienced  of  giving  our  in- 
feriors a  freedom  and  confidence  in 
fpeaking,  is  to  put  oiirfelves  on  a  level 
with  them,  and  to  defcend  to  their 
rank.  Although  this  was  far  from  be- 
ing my  cafe,  at  prcfent  I  was  obliged 
to  obfcrve  the  maxim  with  my  father 
and  mother.-  The  prejudice  of  my  fu- 
pcriority  made  them  filent,  and  it  had, 
been  impoffible  othcrwife  for  me  to  get 
out  of  them  what  I  had  a  mind  to 
know.  I  made  them  pofTefs  themfelves 
by  talking  of  their  village.  I  pretend- 
ed to  have  pafTeJ  fome  months  at  a  la- 
dy's houfe  to  whom  it  belonged :  it 
was  the  only  method  of  bringing  them 
to  difcourfc,  and  it  fuccecded.  My 
mother,  on  hearing  this,  appeared  like. 
a  perfbn  who  is  recolle£ling  fomcbcdy  j 
and  told  me,  it  muil  be  at  Madame  La 
Coniteffe  De  ,  where  fhe  had  feen . 

me  J  that  I  had  fet  her  right,  and  that* 
ever  fmce  fhe  had  been  in  the  room,  ih^ 
had  been  revolving  in  her  mind  where' 
fhe  had  the  honour  to  fee  me,  fb  muck 
did  my  face  tlrikc  her.     My  father:  faTd* 

the 
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the  fame  thing,  and  informed  me  how 
their  villan  had  changed  mafters  fined 
the  voungTady'8  marriage^  whofe  father 
died  of  an  apoples^.  I  afked  what 
^^s  become  of  his  wife;  he  anlWered 
ine,  ihe  lived  with  her  daughter,  called 
Madame  D'Edival.  Said  I,  <  Is  (he 
«  ill-humoured  as  ever?'  On  my  faying 
this,  my  father  looked  at  my  mother 
vrith  a  imile,  as  much  as  to  fay,  '  The 
^  lady  knows  herl*  He  told  me^he 
plainly  faw  I  knew  hctw  matters  went  t 
that  there  never  was  in  the  world  a 
worfe-natured  woman  than  her  we 
talked  off}  that  ihe  had  quarrelled 
twice  with  her  hun>and  j  the  third  time 
fhe  carried  tliinn  to  fudi  a  length,  that 
he  parted  from  her ;  that,  unfortunate- 
ly  tor  him,  he  had  put  {o  much  in  her 
power,  that  this  feparation  left  him  in 
ill  circumftances,  but  he  chofe  to  lofe 
all,  rather  than  pafs  his  days  with  fo 
worth lefs  a  woman.  He  faid,  likewlfe, 
fiie  lived  a  league  from  Paris,  whither 
ihe  always  came  to  fpend  the  winter, 
and  that  every  body,  even  her  own  fer- 
vants,^  held  her  in  deteftation.* 

I  had  but  too  much  reafon  to  com- 
plain of  this  womsm*  not  to  be  curious 
concerning  what  r^arded  her.  In  vain 
we  flatter  ourfelves  that  we  forgive,  the 
interior  always  retains  an  acrimony  a- 
gain  ft  thofe  who  have  offended  us ;  and 
let  us  boaft  ever  fo  much  of^our  hero- 
ifm,  we  cannot  help  feeling  a  joy,  when 
we  hear  fome  difagreeable  adventure  has 
happened  to  an  enemy.  What  my  fa- 
ther had  faid  relating  to  Madame  D'Efti- 
val,  of  whom  I  have  often  fpoke  under 
the  name  [of  Mademoifelle  D^Elbieux, 
and  whom  I  (hall  mention  again  in  the 
end  of  thefe  Memoirs,  made  me  blufh 
ar little;  and  bringing  to  ray  remem- 
brance all  the  uneafincfs  ihe  had  given 
me,  1  was  not  forry  to  hear  the  ill  laid 
to  her  charge  j  by  this  means  I  thought 
niyfelf  revenged*  of  this  bad  woman. 
It  was,  jio  doubt,  this  motive  that  en- 
gaged me  to  afk  my  father  to  g^ve  me 
ti&e  hiiiory  of  her  marriage,  and  inform 
ne  of  all  that  had  come  to  his  know- 
ledge on  that  fubjeft.  He  wo\iId  not 
be  aiked  twice :  in  fpitc  of  his  ruftick 
delivery,  I  did  not  lofe  a  tittle  of  it,  . 
and  though  fomething  coarfe,  ilill  the 
Mtwe  bore  a  great  likenefs.  I  have 
iU^  a  pleafure  in  an  opportunity  of  let- 
ting  the  haughty  Mademoifelle  D*£i- 
bicoXi  at  prefent  Madame,  D'Eilival, 
luiow  I  have  not  fprgot  fdl  the  Texa% 


tioDS  flie  brooght  upon  me,  tbat  I  evea 
iqatch  at  it.  Here  is  her  hiRory  i  fte 
will  infallibly  know  herfelf  again;  and 
if  ihe  has  one  grain  of  equity  left,  ihe 
will  be  obliged  to  own^  that  though  I 
know  how  to  take  my  revenge,  I  have 
done  it  with  moderation  in  her  regard. 

Of  all  the  lovers  who  had  been  at- 
traded,  either  by  the  charms  or  riches 
of  Mademoifelle  D'  Elbieux,  there  re- 
mained but  one  I  her  haughty  beha- 
viour, oftentimes  heightened  into  info«> 
l<bice,  had  drove  away  the  reft.  Can 
one  imagine  her  malice  to  have  been  lb 
great,  as  to  fet  her  admirers  often  to- 
gether by  the  ears  ?  She  found  a  plea- 
fure, worthy  only  of  herfelf,  in  exaf- 
perating  them  witn  carrying  ftories,  and 
even  in  bringing  them  to  the  laft  extre- 
mities I  above  ten  duels  win  placed  to 
her  account,  during  her  father^s  life, 
which  drew  upon  her  his  fevercil  treat- 
ment I  but  to  no  effeSk,  She  had  a  bad 
heart!  nothing  was  capable  of  mak- 
ing it  better.  As  long  as  M.  Le 
Conte  de  N—  lived,  ihe  kept  within 
bounds,  becaufe  ihe  feared  him :  his 
eyes  were  no  fooner  clofed,  but  ihe 
gave  a  loofe  to  her  wicked  difpoiition, 
as  will  appear  from  what  follows. 
The  faithful  lover,  whom  I  have  Joft 
now  mentioned,  v^as  named  Moniieur 
D^Eftival :  he  was  a  gentleman  about 
forty;  his  fortune  moderate,  which  he 
fought  to  improve  by  marrying.  Ma- 
demoifelle D'Elbieux  was  rich,  a  pro- 
per match,  and  the  more  fo  by  her 
brother's  retiring  into  a  convent,  as  is 
faid  elfewhere.  This  gentleman's  eftate 
lay  four  leagues  from  the  caftle  of 
the  Countefs  of  N-  ■■'  j  the  neighbour- 
hood had  facilitated  his  acquaintance 
with  the  mother  and  daugriter,  and 
flattered  him  with  hopes  of  fucceeding 
one  day  or  other  in  his  purfoits.  It 
muft  be  obferved,  that  this- young  lady 
had  an  air  of  fweetnefs  which  capti«» 
vated  at  firft  fight.  Moniieur  D'EiH. 
val|  who  was  handfome  and  wdl- 
ihaped,  had  been  Co  will  received  by 
her,  that  he  thought  himielf  too  fooa 
fure  of  the  happinefs  to  which  he  af- 
pired.  How  moderate  ought  the  judg- 
ment to  be  in  fuch  cafes  1  Nothing  is  fo 
deceitful  as  the  coumenaiice !  But  of 
this  hereafters  let  us  return  to  the 
ftory. 

Mademoifelle  D*£lbieax  took  no 
notice  of  any  but  this  n?w  lovers  and 
defpifed  aU  the  xvit  for  ibme  days. 

Uina 
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film  we  Cptik  of,  excelled  hTs  conpeti- 
ton  by  an  air  of  nobleneft  and  grandeur 
Which  was  natural  to  him  :  add  to  this, 
that  he  was  of  an  eafy  connplying  tem- 
per }  and,  in  order  to  picafe  her,  conde* 
icended  to  be  a  Aave  to  Her  capriciouf- 
ne(>.  Monfieur  D^Eiiival  waa  bent  dn 
mairying  her,  intereft  made  him  Air- 
tnoant  every  thing  $  to  make  his  for- 
tune, it  wai  neceilary  to  fupplant  his 
toropetitors;  and  there  was  nothing  he 
did  not  undergo  to  Aicceed. 
.  In  the  portrait  I  gave  of  Mademdiielle 
D'EIbieux,  as  before  mentioned,  I  faid 
ihe  had  wit)  and  it  was  true.  She  foon 
found  out  tbtf  views  of  her  new  lover, 
and  without  examining  whether  ihe  was 
hi  the  rights  (he  reibived  to  gratify  htr 
natnial  malignity;  The  better  to  fe- 
core  him,  great  resard  was  fliewn )  and 
as  ibon  sti  flte  thoright  him  fmittei!, 
aad  that  love  and  intaeft  were  united, 
(he  thrr#  off  the  mafk,  and  reftgned  her* 
lelf  entirely  op  to  her  caprice  and  hu> 
Doors  alwayi  retticfs  and  miichitvous, 
tie  could  iiDt  bear  to  dilTerable  long* 

The  Counters  of  M^— j  her  mothef, 
loved  the  v»orld,  as  I  have  faid  cJie- 
wfaere ;  and  tlwugh  fomewhat  in  years, 
«pas  amorovfly  inclined.  M.  D'EftivaJ, 
%ithG*it  any  other  de^gn  but  that. of 
lenderiri^  her  favovrable  to  bis  deftrei, 
bad  not  been  backward  in  making  his 
court  to  her  in  bis  lirft  vifits )  and, 
finding  things  went  well  by  the  gra- 
eioos  manner  he  tvas  received,  hf  con- 
tinued tQ  render  bimfeif  agiteable,  in 
Which  he  had  very  good  fucccfs.  Ma- 
demoi&lle  D*£lbieux,  who  foon  per- 
cdved  her  mother's  growing  paihon, 
took  a  malignant  joy  m  aug.nenting  it, 
and  throwing  M^  D'Lftival  into  the 
moft  ticklifli  perplexity.      *   There  is 

*  but  one  way  ot.  obliging  my  mother 

*  to  be  favouiable  to  you,*  mid  ihe  to 
him  one  dav  in  the  gafdcii ;   •  Ihe  hai 

*  hitherto  ri^e^ed  all  the  offers  that  have 

*  been  made,  becaufe  not  one  of  thoie 
'  who  have  done  me  the  honour  to  ad- 

*  diefs  me,  could  find  out  my  dear  mo- 
^  therms  foiblet    Continue  to  make  your 

*  court  to  her  ^  let  her  Iraaginc,  it  you 

*  }ileale,  that  you  give  her  the  piefe- 

*  xence :  if  you  are  lucky  enough  to  make 

*  her  believe  fo,  Ho  doubt  but  I  (hall 
'  foon  be  yourt.*  Was  nut  this  enough 
to  redouble  the  ardour  of  M.  B'Ettival  ? 
Norhtog  could  be  greater  than  it  was, 
aad  every  body  believed  him  in  love  with 
tke  Bhrfher.    The  CoantcTs  JOe  N*^**- 


was  miftakim  amonff  the  left;  ftlf.lote 
was  eaiily  flattered,  her  heart  was  ftnick* 
gratitude  prefled  it :  flie  had  been  for* 
merly  compaifiottate;  ooifr-|i-d«ys  wt 
are  Icfs  levere  upon  the  article  of  de« 
cency.  After  lome  ftmggle,  ihe  re- 
folved  to  own  to  her  lover,  he  was  not 
iiidifierent.  Mademoifelle  D*£lbieux 
perceived^  by  her  mother's  penfnrcnefs^ 
what  paired  in  her  breaH.  '  She  was 
frequently  treated  with  feverity,  becanfe 
Ihe  deferved  it  j  now  (he  had  it  in  heir 
power  to  be  revenged,  without  trefpail^ 
ing  on  refffed,  ihe  fnatched  the  oppor- 
tunity with  gre^t  eagernefs. 

M.  D'£ftival  had  been  well  rveeived 
till  now )  bis  fituation  changed.  Mfl- 
demoifelle  D'Elbieux^  from  mild  and 
obliging,  behaved  to  him  with  coldneft 
and  feverity.  He  was  aftonilhed  at  it, 
and  uled  the  moft  prefling  means  of  re* 
gaining  her.    *  In  what  it  it  I  have 

*  difpleafed  you  V  faid  he  to  her  one 
night  fitting  by  her,  when  other  people 
were  playing  at  quadrille.  *  You  iiavc 
^  avoided  me  for  theie  ei^ht  df  ys  paft  } 

*  fcarce  do  I  af^pezn*,  but  your  amiabitt 

*  countenance  is  clotidedt  Cotild  I  b« 
'  fo  unhappy  as  to  have  unknowingly 

*  drav^n  upon  myfelf  this  treatment  ?' 
— *  Let  us  harcv  no  oioi^  words  upon 
<  this  fubjeA,  if  youpleafe,'aniwered  the 
dear  Mademoifelle  D'Elbieiix  i  *  you 

*  wouH  find  it  a  hard  matter  to  judify 

*  youiielf)  I  am  none  of  thofe  fools  | 

*  and  if  1  appear  otherwife  than  for- 

*  merly,  you  may  be  afl'urcd  I  hate  good 

*  motives  for  (6  doing  j  nay,  they  are 

*  undcniabicj     I  own  I  had  an  e|teera 

*  for  you  J  but  you  have  given  me  res* 

*  fon  to  alter  my  fentiments ;  Ictus  talk 

*  no  more  of  it.  You  have  had  your 
«  views,  1  wifli  tbey  may  fiicceed.     I 

*  am  iUrpriaed,  however,  you  take  the 

*  pains  to  queftion.rae,  having  a  more 

*  agreeable    employment    upon    yonr 

*  bands,  and  which  well  deferves  all 

*  your  pains^  Saving  this,  ihe  roil^, 
and  left  M.  D^Eftival  alionifhed  at  % 
diicourie  to  which  he  could  net  imagine 
how  he  had  given  occafion. 

So  little  did  he  fufpeA  from  whence 
fuoh  art  qddity  eould  arife,  that  he  drew 
near  the  cable  where  they  were  at  pjay^ 
and  whi()}ered  the  Cotmtefs  be  K— -^^ 
Her  daughter,  pioued  at  this  behaviour* 
aiid  fitting  near  hei*  mother  after  ike 
had  quitted  M.  D'Eiiival,  roft  haitily 
up,  anii  anfwered  very  feomfully  a  ci* 
Yilitv  her  lover  (hewed  her  at  ihe  pa4bd 
Bb  ^by. 
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by.  Thci  extnonlhiaiy  treatment  made 
an  ittpreflioni  and  he  refblved  to  knofw 
the  reafon  of  it  as  fooB  as  poifible. 

Hitherto  M.  DXftival  had  a^ed  only 
upon  a  view  of  tnfeereft.  MademoiTelle 
D'£ibieux't  fickJtnels  made  him  look 
'  upon  things  in  another  light :  love, 
iidiich  he  had  hitherto  treated  as  folly, 
and  to  which  he  had  not  yet  been  a 
Have,  puhtihed  his  indifference,  and  made 
bim  ienfible  of  his  mislbrtune  in  lofing 
the  good  graces  of  fo  charming  a  peribn 
a^  Mademoifelle  D'Elbienx.  Jealoofy, 
the  coaftant  companion  of  a  growing 
pafSon,  infiBuated  kielf  into  his  diihirb- 
ed  mind,  and  made  him  recoiled  that 
bis  miftrefr  diftinguiflied  a  certain  M. 
^*Eftoaraeam,agreat  hunter,  who  con  Id 
difcoorie  of  nothing  but  bounds  and 
b<»iles,  QRlefa  it  were  to  ridicule,  afperfe, 
er  murder  his  neighbour's  good  name. 
On  Aich  oeca(k>iis  he  Ihone,  and  thefe 
ine  accomplifliments  made  him  be  con- 
fidertd  by  Mademoifelle  D'Elbieu&i 
ftdlidesy  he  was  a  gentleman  of  no  con- 
duSt,  and  thought  to  be  privately  mar- 
ried to  a  girl  very  much  beneath  him» 

M.  D*£ftival,  alter  Tome  jealous  re- 
fief^ions  concemingD'EAoumeauXjCon* 
eluded  he  was  tlie  caufe  of  the  altera- 
'tion  iif  Mademoifelle  D*£lbieuX)  this 
thoufirht  gave  him  pain:  he  refolved  to 
watch  his  rival ;  and  he  thoufirht  he  had 
great  reafon  t6  iiaagine  himfelf  not  mif- 
taken,  and  that  he  was  facrificed  to  this 
new-comer.  He  was  no  fooner  con- 
-vinced  of  this  fatal  truths  but  he  be- 
came extremely  jealous,  and  that  fo 
openly,  that  every  body  perceived  it. 
Mademoifelle  D'EJbieux  was  one  of  the 
firft  who  found  it  out.  She  triumphed 
Ml  it,  and  did  all  flie  could  to  carry  it 
to  the  grcateft  ex^ls,  by  overwhelming 
D'Eftoumeauxwith  adiOinguiihingpo- 
btenefs. 

As  to  the  Counters  De  N-»— ,  (he 
behaved  quite  otherwiie:  ihe  had,  as  I 
bave  hid  t>efore,  pven  way  to  the  fup- 
piofed  addi^fies  of  M.  D*£llival  ^  but 
ieeing  them  ceafe  on  a  fudden,  and  her 
lover  melancholy  and  uneafy»  ihe  could 
■ot  tell  what  to  think  of  iuch  a  cool- 
nefs  and  alterAtion  of  temper.  «  What 
«  is  the  matter  with  you  ?*  faid  ihe  one 
day  to  him,  when  he  appeared  more 
thoughtful  than  ordinary «.  <  ai^  you 
«  fick,  or  going  to  be  ib^  I  fcarce 
*  •  know  you.    Formerly  you  was  gay, 

*  polite,  and  entertaining }  one  could 

*  not  live  with  you»  and  not  be  en. 


chanted  with  your  temper :  now  y«v 
are  dull,  filent,  ill-humoured  |.  one 
does  not  know  who  you  are  anerjT 
with*  1  flattered  mytelf  with  bemg 
your  confidante}  yet  for  thefe  eigbt 
days  you  have  been  out  of  humoui:, 
and  I  cannot  find  out  the  reaiiMU 
This  fwhimfical  proceeding  of  youra 
furpriaes  me^  and  if  I  was  leis  your 
friend,  I  ihoukl  know  how  to  be  re^ 
vengedt  and  Ihould  make  myielf 
eafy.* 

M»  D*£ftival».vrhoie  trouble  waa  re- 
newed by  this  dijfcottrie,  foi^  the  nact 
he  had  undertook,  and  fetched  m  b^* 
«  Thaf  a  virell,*  laid  the  counteTs  fniiU 
lugs  *  we.ihall  foon  know  what  piita 
'  yououtof  tcoipert  this  iigh  is  a  pre- 
lininary  of  your  confidence  in  loe. 
Takecouiage,  my  poor  D*£ftival$ 
pr^ythcc,  let  ua  have  no  myftery,  and  I 
promiie  to  ufe  my  endeavours  to  niake 
your  troubles  ceaie.    Ah,  Madam  T 
replied  the  lealous  lover,  *  my  troubka 
'  are  not  of  a  jMture  to  be  eaiily  reme- 
died} I  am  jealous,  and  you' eaiily 
comprehend-—*    *  Jealous  t*  cried  the 
counters  very  ieriouflyi  *  of  whom? 
Good  God  I  do  you  fee  any  body 
here  who  can  give  you  the  liaA  un* 
eafinefs  ?  Is  any  favoured  but  yoor- 
felf  ?' — <  Yes,  no  doubt,  Madam>*  re* 
plied  D"CfUval$  *  has  not  D*£ftoameauie 
the  preference?  Alas !  I  perceive  it 
buttgo  well ;  and  finceyou  m\A  know 
ity  that  it  is  which  puts  me  in  the  coik- 
dition  for  which  you  repioachme.* 
This  confeffion  threw  the  countefr 
into  the  greateil  furprize  ^  ihe  could  not 
remember  to  have  ever  lb  behaved  to 
D'EftourReaux,astogiveD*£ftival  room 
to  think  ihe  gaae  the  other  the  prefe- 
rence. To  this  end  ihe  did  all  ihe  could 
to  dffabufe  him.     D*£t)ival  went  upon, 
too  fure  ground,  aa  he  thought,  to  yield 
to  all   thefe  |>cx>teftatioa5.     <   Weill* 
faid  the  couhtefs  to  bim  with  foroe  im- 
patience, *  I  know  an  infallible  way  of 

*  convincing  you  of  your  csror}  and  left 

*  you  ihottUi  ilill  entertain  any  doubt 
<  on  this  iubj^  r  wilt  this  inilantfbr-^ 
'  bid  your  rival  my  houfe:.  he  Ihall  ae- 

*  ver  fet  his  foot  within  my  doora  again » 
■*  and  you  fliail*  be  for  ever  delivered 

*  fiomhisprefence.'  D'EftiWivras  To. 
fenfibly  affected  by  this  condci«eniion» 
that  be  threw  himiclf  at  the  counufaV 
feet,  and  aifured  her,  that  for  this  amtk. 
of  her  goodnefs  there  was  nodiing  ift 
this  worid  hi  waa  aot'Ceadv  to- under* 

tikft 
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Hfte  to  ttmwiaet  her  of  hit  grttitud^ 
At  he  preaouBced  thefe  words,  touched 
%nch  tbe  fingalar  f«TOur  fhe  had  Oicwii 
him,  he  fcited  one  of  her  handf,  «ad 
hiStd  h  a  hundred  thncs.  Mademoi'. 
Me  D^Eibieux  cane  in  m  be  was  in 
the  nidft  of  thefe  tranftorta,  and  turn^ 
ed  ^nJe  with  anger  at  io  decifivc  a  piece 
of  mteUigencet  ^nd  which  proved  ef«^ 
fedoally  thatD'Eftird  bad  deceived  her, 
when  he  vowed  to  love  nobody  bat  her. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  mother,  piqued 
that  her  daughter  fiioold  dnd  a  man  at 
lier  feet,  bid  her  very  Hmrply  retire, 
•nd  that  (he  thought  her  yery  bold  in 
endeavonring  to  iurprift  her^  Made* 
moifelle  O'Elbieuz,  ever  haughty,  an- 
iwcred,  running  haftily  back,  that  ihe 
had  no  defign  dl  being  witnefs  to  fticfa 
nn  affair,  and  that  when  peHbne  were 
in  foch  a  fituation,  they  ought  to  pro- 
vide agaittft  being  furprised.  The 
toanteft,  provoked  at  the  anfwer,  ran 
to  chaAiie  her.  D*Eltival,  perceiving 
her  defign,  interpoied,  and  exerted  him- 
ieif  in  appeafing  her.  This  was  no 
hani  matter,  being  now  at  the  bottom 
of  the  affair  flie  had  endeavoured  to  un- 
nivel,  and  of  which  we  fliall  give  a  far* 
ther  account,  after  a  word  or  two  con- 
cerning Mademoffeile  D'EIbicux.  She 
retired  to  herchamber,  extremely  nettled 
at  the  rebuff  fhe  had  received.  The 
warft  conftmfiion,  according  to  her 
cnftoro,  was  put  upon  what  (tie  had 
fesn.  She  concluded  D'ElHval  impoled 
upon  her ;  that  he  really  Joval  her  mo- 
ther, and  was  beloved  again  $  and  that 
^erc  wis  a  very  good  underftHnding 
betwixt  them  s  this  thought  made  her 
er^  for  Texation,  and  inl'pired  a  cruel 
refentment.  She  revolved  in  her  mind 
the  means  of  revenging  herfelf ;  her 
wicked  dffpofition  fuggeiied  to  her,  that 
fie  ought  todiflemble,  and  endeavour 
to  rccal  D*£iiival,  in  order  to  have  it 
in  her  power  to  punifli  them  both  for 
yieoetving  her.  She  had  too  good  an 
opinion  of  herielf,  to  doubt  of  i'uccefs ; 
Ae  confulted  her  glafs  by  way  of  pie- 
|ude,  put  on  Tome  agreeable  airs,  exer- 
tifed  her  eyes,  and  then  went  to  the 
room  where  the  company  generally  met, 
espcfting  D*£ftival  would  be  there  be- 
fore dinner,  according  to  cuftom. 

As  to  the  counteis,  Oie  foon  faw 
tiinMigh  D'EftivaVs  difcourfe;  flie  found 
ki^  jcmloufy  had  difcoveied  him,  and 
diat  her  daughter  was  the  divinity -to 
trboB  he  fa^m^ed.  A^<»'dth2<^<>P- 


f)edfironi  I>*Sftival  lei  her  into  the  feores 
mid  convinced  her  flie  was  made  m  pro* 
perty;  but  upon  relle£HoB  iha  was  aer^ 
plexed.  Why  ihould  he  praiead  to  love 
her  f  Her  daughter  was  not  upder  any 
fach  reftraiiftt,  as  to  be  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  fi|ch  ftrataeemaw  This  Ihe 
was  deiirous  to  unravel  on  the  fpot,  and 
reiblved  to  diffemble,  the  better  to  ef- 
fea  her  defign.  M.  D*£fttval,  furpria* 
ed  at  the  connlefs's  remaining  filent  for 
fome  moments,  whilft  fre  made  thefe  te« 
^eaions,  aflced  very  refbeafuilv  what 
was  the  matter^  and  whether  he  had 
been  fo  unforttmate  as  to  incur  her  dif* 
pieafure.  <  No,  Sir,*  anfwered  flie, 
^*  I  refpea  and  value  you  very  much, 

*  but  I  have  a  fcheme  in  my  head  j  I 
'  ihali  require  a  facrifice  at  your  handr. 

*  You  have  faid  a  hundred  times  yoo 

*  love  me,  and  that  there  is  nothing  in 

*  the  world  you  would  not  do  to  con<- 

*  vince  me  of  it :  what  I  exped  frmH 
'  you  is  of  confequence,  and  will  eoft 

*  you  dear,  if  you  i^ally  love  me  in  thte 
<  manner  you  have  protefted.  Confidef, 
'  before  I  go  any  farther^  confult  yoiDr 

*  own  breaft,  have  you  dealt  fincerely 

*  with  me,   and  jnay  I  rely  on  yomr 

*  proteftations?'  D*Efttval,  furprised  A 
this  preamble,  and  called  on  to  confirm 
what  he  had  fo  often  vowed,  was  oblig- 
ed to  comply.  *  Well,  then,'  continued 
the  countefs,   *  if  fo,  I  may  rely  on 

your  compliance  and  regard  for  me. 
This  reftores  my  tranquillity,  and  in- 
clines me  to  open  my  heart  with  the 
greater  confidence.  Be  vsry  atten- 
tive, I  beg}  and  if  you  have  a  real  rf« 
fpe^l  for  me,  do  not  interrupt  what  I 
am  going  to  fay. 

'  I  am  i'aiisiied  of  your  great  meriV 
onttnued  the  coimtefs,  looking  earneft- 
ly  on  D'Eftival  j  <  and,  if  I  had  only 
confuked  my  own  fatisfaaion,  fliould 
not  have  helitated  in  rewarding  it  { 
but  after  five  and  tvrenty  one  ought 
to  weigh  things  more  attentively,  and 
foreiee  the  confequeures  too  much 
precipitation  might  draw  after  it,  and 
the  repentance  it  might  occafion. 
Though  I  am  not  accountable  to  any 
one,  and  may  marry  when  I  plea/e, 
I  have  thus  long  deferred  ufing  mv 
liberty.  I  love  my  daughter  as  much 
as  a  mother  ought,  but  if  I  indulge 
my  inclination  for  you,  it  will  pre- 
vent her  being  fo  well  provided  for, 
as  I  am  not  too  old  to  have  children  ; 
for  in  that  cafe,  inftead  of  being  n 
3  b  4  *  great 
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P  great  fortune,  ihe  would  become  t 
f  v^iy  moderate  one.  This  is  the  eflen- 

<  tial  pointy  and  on  which,  after  mak- 
f  ing  due  refle£tipQf ,   I  came  to  a  refo« 

*  iution,  Very  plain,  as  you  will  fee ; 
f  but  the  whole  world  fliall  pot  prevail 
f  on  me  to  change  it. 

*  I  am  willing  to  marry  you,  if  yofi 
f  will  accept  of  me  with  my  bare  join- 
^  ture ;  that  is,  Without  including  what 
f  I  defign  for  my  daugliter.   This  will 

*  be  but  little,  and  as  your  cip-cum- 
f  ftances  are  but  moderate,  I  (hall  be 
f  the  firft  to  advife  yoq,  not  to  confult 
f  the.paifion  yoii  feem  to  have  for  me, 
5  but  to>do  better}  and  let  reafon,  not 
'  love,  guide  us  both.  I  have  an  afifec- 
f  tion  for  you ;  I  facrifice  it  to  a  matef- 

*  nal   tendemefs,    and  offer  you   my 

*  daughter:  marry  her,  flielsrich  and 
f  handfome.     It  will  coli  ne  dear,  but 

<  I  (ball  have  the  comfort  of  having 
f  done  my  duty,  and  given  my  dau^h- 

*  ter  and  you  an  opportunity  of  making 
f  each  other  happy.     Such  is  my  plan, 

<  furprizing  enough  no  doubt ;  but  now 
'  it  ts  laid  down  to  you,  there  is  no- 

*  thing  to  be  done,  but  to  come  to  a 

*  refolutfon  once  for  all.     You  fee  the 

*  affair  turns  on  this  point;  either  to 

*  marry  me  without  anj  thing«  being 

*  determined  not  to  injure  my  daugh- 
f  ter,  or  to  marry  Madame  D'Elbiedx, 
'  Dotwithftanding  your  afFe£)ion  for 
f  me j  and'  you  and  1  neyer  to  fee  each 
«  other  more.  You  muit  rcfolve  one 
'  way  or  other,  thefe  b4ing  my  inteOi- 

<  tions }  to-morrow  at  this  hour  I  ex- 
^  pe£l  your  final   anfwer.     So  much 

<  time  I  allow  you,  that  nothing  may 
'  be  concluded  in  a  hurry.*  Sayirrg 
this,  the  countefs  retired  to  her  clofet, 
leaving  D'Eftival  aftoniflied  at  what  he 
had  heard,  and  vaflly  perplexed  how 
to  a6^  in  fo  critical  an  option,  which 
called  for  all  the  wit  he  was  mafterof. 

The  affair  appeared  to  be  of  fuch 
importance,  that  he  was  convinced  he 
ought  to  weigh  it  with  the  greafefl  at- 
tention}  to  this  purpofe,  be  ordered  a 
horfe  to  be  faddled,  and- went  home, 
that  he  might  deliberate  without  inter- 
ruption. Going  out  of  the  cattle,  he 
was  obferved  by  Mademoifelle  D'El- 
))ieux  from  a  window  j  ftie  was  much 
furprized  at  it,  he  never  going  away 
fore  without  taking  leave  of  her. 
Phis  behaviour  confirmed  her  firft  fu- 
|>icions :  pride  and  lelf-love  were  fo  far 
fumbled,  that  a  iigk  cnfued^  and  for . 


the  firft  time  (he  felt  an  unufual  cmov 
tion,  never  having  known  what  k>fe 
was  before;  but  now  it  reprefented 
D^Eftival  as  an  amiable  lover,  and  with 
whom  (he  might  have  been  happy,  had 
her  mother  (ullered  them  to  have  been 
united.'  All  his  good  qualities prefent- 
ing  themlelves,  reminded  her  of  his  ar- 
dent addre(res,  and  (he  was  partial  e« 
nough  to  think  them  fincere,  and  her- 
felf  beloyed]  (he  concludvdt  her  mo- 
ther ha()  deprived  her  of  this  conqueftt 
and>  being  taken  with  her  lover,  bad 
(educed  him  from  her,  and  obliged  hiin 
to  alter  hjs  behaviour  in  hw  iTgard  }  up- 
on this  (he  conceived  a  hatred  againft 
her  for  fuch  cruet  proceedings*  After 
various  rpfle^ions,  furpailingeach  other 
in  bittemefs,  her  high  fpirij  hurried  her 
into  a  notion,  that  on  fu^li  an  cccafion 
the  bounds  of  decency  were  to  be  tram- 
pled under  foot,  and  no  expedient  left 
untried,  to  prevent  being  fooled  in  this 
adventure. 

Fully  fatisfied  on  this  bead,  ihe  re- 
tired to  her  chamber,  apd  wrote  to  V^f^ 
tival,  telling  him,  that  the  nej^t  day^ 
before  her  mother  was  (lirring^  iki 
would  make  a  vifit  to  a  relation  in  i 
monaftery  about  a  league  diitant;  that 
he  wquld  oblige  her  i^  giving  her  4 
meeting  in  the  way,  ^I'e  having  fome- 
thing  of  imp6ftan$;e  to'  Comn"iunicate  tp 
him.  She  concluded  with  ^alfu ring,  that 
he  would  have  reafon  to  b^  faiisfi«4 
with  the  interview  (He  prpppfed.'  *  '  • 
This  note  fhe  gaye  a'  farmer's  Ton, 
who  wa^  devoted  to  her,  and  fuiyin^ 
him  beforehand,  infifteSt  upon  (ecrefy 
in  delivering  and  bringing  back  tha  an- 
fwer. This  young  fellow,  forallhia 
fimplicity,  after  quitting  MademoifelLe 
D'Elbieux,  was  lenfible  of  the  con(e- 
quence  ot  what  he  was  going io  do,  ahd 
heliiated  Tome  time  how  he  ought  to 
behave.  As  his  education  had  been 
better  than  ufual,  and  he  continually 
at  the  caftle,  he  had  feen  more- of  the 
world  than  others  of  his  rank ;  he  was 
fenfible,  as  I  (aid,  of  the  confequence 
of  what  was  i-equired  of  him,  and  di-ead- 
ing  the  -  countefs*s  refentmcnt,  if  he 
fliould  carry  on  fuch  an  a'flfair  without 
her  knowledge,  he  reiblved  to  (hew  ttie 
letter  to  his  lady;  and  aifuring  ber» 
that  however  her  daughter  might  relent 
it,  he  would  hazard  any  thing,  rather 
than  be  wanting  in  his  duty  to  her. 

The  countels  doubly  rewarded  his 
fidelity,  above  what  her  daughter  had 

given 
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men  bifD>  and  migbttly  commended  Up 
Ipoefty*  UpPD  opening  fhe  bllJet^  ihe 
^ftt.ez]xcmcly  forprisedy  and  longed  to 
know  the  motive  of  fuch  an  appoint- 
ment.  In  order  to  penetrate  into  thit 
myftery.  ihe  determined  to  wiite  an- 
other, aiid  icnd  it  inttead  of  her  daugh- 
ter**, to  change  the  time  and  place  of 
lendezTOus.  She  appointed  a  place  in 
the  parky  where  a  door  opened  upon  a 
fountain,  and  iixed  the  latter  end  of  the 
night  for  the  time  of  meeting )  (he  add- 
ed, there  were  reaibns  for  it,^as  he  (houtd 
ibon  be  convinced. 

When  this  was  wrote,  (he  Tent  it  by 
the  fame  perfon  her  daughter  had  pitch- 
ed upon,  charging  him  to  brin^  her 
DXttivars  anfwer.  He  was  no  iooner 
^MK,  i^ut  ftie  was  terribly  dejected,  rt- 
iicfting  H  thoufand  times  how  Ihe  ought 
to  behave  ina  conjunAure  whcie  (he  was 
doubly  concerned,  and  endeavouring  to 
£ad  out  the  caufe  of  this  fudden  ftep  of 
her  daughter's.  At  (irft,  (he  imputed 
it  to  the  converfation  (he  had  with  D'£f- 
tivai,  which  her  daughter  having  difco- 
vered,  had  taken  fomething  into  her 
head  after  her  lover  was  gone,  and  had 
a  mind  to  impart  it'  to  him.  AU  this 
only  increafed  her  vexation.  She  did 
not' hate  D'Eltival,  but  after  the  fmcere 
declaration  (he  had  made  him  in  their 
laft  converiatiou,  (lie  was  extremely 
nrttied  that  he  (hould  facriHce  her  to  her 
daughter,  and  preliime  to  form  any 
ichcmes  without  coniulting  her. 

The  peaiant  was  highly  pleafed^with 
his  own  condu^  on  ihis  occaiion,  and 
went  merrily  on  his  errand,  expe^ing 
a  treble,  gratification,  inftead  of  one,  for 
his  treachery  i  not  doubting,  in  the  leatt, 
bm  M.D'Efiival  would  reward  him  very 
amply  for  his  trouble.  Thcfe  ^leafing 
rrfle^ions  accompanied  him  on  his  jour- 
ney) and  meeting  with  a  tavern,  he 
went  in  to  take  a  glai's,  as  he  was  flu(h 
of  money.  But  it  often  happens,  when 
a  mail  is  agreeably  enga^d,  be  cannpt 
always  give' out  at  ple^Jure:  inftead  of 
one,  he  drank' feveral,  and  followed  it 
fo  ciofe,  that,  having  none  of  the  (Irong- 
eli  heads,  the  liquor  overpowering  him, 
he  was  obliged  to  go  to  (leep,  and  did 
not  wake  for  four  hours.  By  this  time 
it  was  dark,  which  made  him  heartily 
lepcnt  his  indifcretion.  However,  he 
comforted  himfelf  with  thinking  to  make 
up  the  loft  time  with  his  haite,  and  to 
invent  ibme  excufe  for  what  had  hap- 
pened, cotitraiy  CO  his  inteutiop. 


9ut  one  wo^Id  iniigine  falQmod  iff 
alvi^ys  attended  yitb  ill-luck ;  the  pea* 
fant  ^nt  a  league  too  far,  lo(t  his  way^ 
and  jnftead  of  M.  l)'£iKvarSf  he  went 
to  M.  P'Eftourneaux't  houfe.  He  ha4 
never  beea  at  either  of  th^,  and  waa 
only  ffuided  by  the  directions  he  receiv- 
ed. Relieving  himfelf  right,  he  a(ked 
the  firit  fitnraot  he  ipet  in  the  court,  H 
his  mafter  waa  at  home  f  As  there  waa 
no  name  on  the  note,  he  vvas  anfwered 
in  the  affirmative,  and  his  b^liners  en-' 
quired,  for  that  the  gentlemap  waa 
come  tired  from  hunting,  and  gone  to  . 
]bed,  and  that  it  was  impo(rible  to  fee 
him.  The  farmer's  (on  would  have 
willingly  'delivered  the  note  himfelf^ 
but,  not  to  lofe  time,  which  was  pre- 
cious, and  intending  to  make  amenda 
for  his  fault  by  a  ipeedy  return,  he  gave 
it  to  the  fervant,  begging  him  to  bring 
an  anfwer  immediately. 

The  mafter  of  tlie  houfe  was  not  a 
little  furprized  at  the  meflage  and  it's 
contents.  It  was  M.  D'Eftourneaux, 
the  gentleman  fportfman,  to  whom  Ma- 
demoifelle  D  Elbieux  had  (hewn  |p 
much  retpard,  to  make  D*£ftival  uneafy. 
M.D'Eftourneaux  had  too  much  vanity 
to  ponder  long  on  the  billet  he  received  | 
he  flattered  himliclf  on  the  occafion,  and 
attributeii  to  his  own  meri|  the  appoint- 
ment made  him.  Accordingly,  he  pre- 
fently  returned  an  anfwer  in  a  very  po- 
lite and  grateful  manner,  promifmg  to 
he  there  at  the  time,  and  then  exprefa 
how  fen(ible  he  was  of  the  high  favour 
with  which  (he  was  pleafed  todiftinguifh 
him.  D'EftoumeauX  was  a  great  reader 
of  romances,  and  confequeutly  there  is 
no  room  to  doubt  of  the  energy  of  his 
ityU  and  expre(rions.  ^ 

Mademoii'elle  D'Elbieux^s  me(rengpr 
was  well  ple;ired  with  his  generofiiy. 
Though  D'l^itoumeaux  was  lordidiy  co- 
vetous, he  thought  he  rouft  do  fome- 
thing extraoidmajy  on  fuch  an  occa(ion, 
and  ordered  a  handibme  gratification. 
The  peafant  made  (b  much  h:.tte  back, 
that  he  reached  the  caftle  befui*e  they 
were  gone  to  bed  $  which  might 'eafily 
happen,  fince  both  the  counttls  and  her 
daughter  had  reafons  not  to  be  too  ear- 
ly, having  fuch  an  interelting  affair  on 
their  hands. 

'  *The  countefs,  apprehenfive,  and  not 
without  caufe,  left  her  daughter  (hould 
fee  the  farmer's  fon  6rft,  had  pretend- 
ed to  go  to  bed,  but  ordered  Du  i'arc, 
Uie  old  waiting- woman  mcntiostd  be- 

{^-       ■    '         •     •  f<«. 
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fore,  to  watch  the  peafant^t  anrival,  and 
artfully  prevent  bis  being  fcen  by  her 
tdaughter.  Thefe  orders  were  fd  well 
exeaited,  that,  for  all  Mad^nr)oifelle 
I>*Elbietix*a  diligence,  the  anfwcr  waa 
carried  to  the  countcfa  before  ever  her 
daughter  knew  of  bis  retuin.  By  th^ 
tendemefs  of  the  billet,  the  countefs 
judged  D*£ftival,  (whom  the  thought  the 
author)  to  have  A  largt,  fhsire  of  hfac 
daughter**  afFe£lionk,  and  that  he  was 
as  deeply  in  love  on  his  fide.  This  dif- 
covery  drew  a  figh  from  hcf  j  (he  blam- 
ed ii^her  mind  D'Eftival  and  her  daugh- 
ter, regretting  very  bitterly  her  kindnefs 
for  them,  which  they  repaid  with  fo 
>nuch  ingratitode.  In  order  to  have  her 
f  e^renge,  and  not  to  be  their  dupe,  ihe 
di^a^  a  note  to  the  farmer^s  fon,  in 
which  D'Eftival  thanked  her  daughter 
in  the  roolt  tender  manner  for  the  fin- 
gular  favour  flie  did  him,  in  giving  him 
a  private  meetbg;  but  reprefented  to 
lier,  at  the  fame  time,  the  hazard  (he 
run  in  going  from  home  on  fuch  an  af- 
fair: he  propofed  the  paik-gate  and 
fountain,  as  had  been  mentiond  in  the 
iB£litiou9  note  which  D'Eftoumeaux  had 
inaceived.  The  change  was  introduced 
£0  handfomely,  and  luch  plaufiblc  rea- 
fons  alledged,  that  MademoifelleD'El- 
bieux  could  not  poflibly  take  it  amifs. 

It  is  cafily  perceived,  that  the  coun- 
Ufs,  by  this  plot,  wanted  an  opportu- 
nity to  be  near  the  place  of  meeting,  in 
5>rcfer  to  hear  what  pafled,  without  being 
concerned  or  difcovered  by  D'Eftival  or 
her  daughter!  for  througli  her  artful 
counttr felting  the  billets,  fhe  expef^ed 
X)*Eftival  would  come  according  to  his 
n)i(trtis*s  appointment;  and  her  daugh- 
ter, informed  by  the  anfwer  fhe  receiv- 
ed where  he  would  be,  of  courie  would 
repair  thither.'  The  contrivance  was 
not  amifs ;  the  countefs  did  not  want 
for  cunning,  as  had  plainly  appeared  on 
fcveral  occafions.  Mademoiiclle  D^EI- 
bieux  at  laft  received  the  anfwcr,  and 
began  to  chide  her  mefTenger  for  his  long 
ilay ;  but  he  excufed  himidf  by  alledg- 
ing,  that  M.  D'Eftival  was  hunting, 
which  obliged  him  to  wait  his  return. 
After  reading  the  billet,  ihe  prepared 
for  the  meeting ;  but  in  or  Jer  to  prevent 
any  fufpicion,  if  Ihe  ihould  be  feen 
going  through  the  garden,  (he  acquaint- 
ed her  maid,  whom  (he  could  truit,  with 
the  defign  ^  and  as  foon  as  the  farmers 
fon  was  out  of  Che  way,  they  went 
from  her  apartment,  as  the  time  drew 


tiear  for  meeting  her  lover.  At  the  t4^ct 
appointed,  (he  (at  down  ^  a  (eat  «f 
fereen  tuif  near  the  gate,  and  coughed 
by  vimv  of  (ignal  in  cafe  he  (hould  bt; 
arrived  firft.  The  countefs,  who  wai 
already  there  behind  a  large  tree,  wat 
ovcrjoved  to  find  (he  was  fo  well  placedj 
as  to  hear  every  word  in  the  approach <•> 
ing  converfation.  ,  Though  fhe  was  na» 
turally  fond  of  her  daughter,  yet  her 
behaviour  and  falfe  heart  had  made  fuch 
deep  impreilions,  that  (he  determined  tb 
take  an  ample  revenge,  and  puni(h  ho- 
feverely;  but  (he  was  delirous  to  dete€fc 
her  in  the  faft,  that  the  equity  of  her 
proceedings  might  not  be  contested. 

As  to  D'Eilourncaux,whofe  head  wa% 
turned  by  the  billet  fent  in  Mademoi- 
selle D'E/lbieux's  name,  he  came  ac- 
cording to  the  appointment.  Any  other 
would  have  ufed  all  manner  of  precau- 
tion to  prevent  being  dKcovered  ;  but, 
whether  through  fear,  or  to  give  notice 
of  his  arrival,  he  hemmed,  fung,  and 
entered  the  park  with  as  much  con(i* 
dence,  as  if  it  had  been  broad  day,  dr 
there  had  been  no  reafons  for  privacy. 
This  nettled  Mademoifelle  D'Elbicuat, 
and  made  her  imagine,  that  fuch  beha- 
viour was  owing  to  hid  contempt  of  hef, 
and  was  on  the  point  of  retiring.  Her 
difdain  might  perhaps  have  gone  farther; 
but  her  maid  appeafed  her  with  faying 
fometliing  that  flattered  her  vanity,  as  is 
ufual  with  fuch  creatvires,  and  (he  de- 
termined to  ftayi  not  without  a  firm 
refolution  to  rattle  the  fpark,  (whom 
(he  took  for  D'Eftival)  and  reproach 
him,  as  his  indifcretion  juftly  delerved. 

Though  day-break  was  at  hand,  thp 
pbfcurity  of  the  wood  was  fuch,  that 
there  was  no  difcerning  any  objeftt, 
and  had  not  D^KHourneaux  been  fo  un- 
thinking as  to  (ing  as  he  came  along, 
it  would  have  been  impodlble  to  difco- 
ver  him.  Mademoi(elle  D'EIbieiix  ftep- 
ped  forward  to  meet  him.  '  Really, 
<  Sir,'  faid  Aie  in  a  low  voice,  retiring 
again  to  her  feat,  *  I  wonder  at  you  : 

*  (hould  I  go  and  never  fee  you  more,  " 

*  you  would  be  rightly  fcrved.*— *  How 

*  IS  this  ?'  replied  D'Eftourncaux  very 
confidently.     *  What  have  I  done,  ntiy 

*  charmer,  to  deferve  this  reprimand  ? 

*  If  I  did  not  come  fooner         *    *  That 

*  is  not  the  buHnefs,'*  replied  Mademoi- 
felle D'Elbieux,  very  (harply;  « it  is  in 

*  vain  to  pretend  not  to  undertland  me ; 

*  doubtlefs  you  defign  to  draw  hither 

*  the  whole  faroil/j  to  be  witncfs  to 

'  '         *  what 
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•  That  will  not  be  (a  tafily  done,*  n^ 
plied  (he,  intoTuptiiig  him  with  a  my- 
fterious  'airi  *  you  Uboui-  in  vai^,  if 
^  you  endeavour  to  coovince  me  of  it. 
As  to  your  pretcnfiona  to  me,  which 
you  have  £0  often  urged,  and  repeat 
now  perhaps  onlv  to  deceive  mt  a  Se- 
cond time,  and  facrifice  ne  anew, 
they  will  not  pafs  s  I  hare  undeniable 
proofs  that  you  are  fecietiy  under  ea« 
gafftmentt  |  thefe  I  ezped  yov  males 
a  lacriiice  of  to  me,  and  that  in  fuda 
a  manner,  at  to  make  me  pvfeGHy 
eafy.    Confider,  Sir,*  continuea  dio 
very  heartily,  thinking  Ihe  talked  all 
this  while  to  D*Eftival,  *  whether  I  am 
worth  your  breaking  with  her  whft 
j^vet  me  this  uaeafinefa,  and  dadar« 
mg  to  her  in  expre£i  terms,  andi» 
which  I  muft  be  a  witnefi,  that  jom 
never  loved  her,  and  that  if  you  pre* 
tended  it,  yau  had  good  rea&ne  £ar 
what  you  did.    This  done,  I  may 
believe  your  protelUtions;  and  if  yoo 
periift  in  loviog  me,  may  liften  «o 
what  my  heart  will  plead  in  your 
behalf,^    If  the  counteia  was  alio* 
ni/lied   at  her  daughtWt  malice^   M. 
D'Eftouroeaux  was  no  left  fo,  at  what 
he  heard  concerning  his  (ecret  emA- 
ments.    At  firft,  he  had  imagined  this 
appointirent  was  owing  to  theyoui^ 
lady's  (ic/ire  of  fecrefy,   and  his  per* 
ibnal  merit.     Self- love  is  always  for- 
ward ^  but  ftill  he  could  never  be  lb 
ftupid,  as  to  think  (he  could  delaga  any 
thing  (olid,  bad  as  his  circumiiancea 
were,   and  his  conduA   fo  much  ex* 
claimed  againil  ever  Once  his  father^ 
deaths  who  left  him  his  own  mailer  too 
foon,  that  be  durll  not  offer  marriage 
to  any  one  for  fear  of  being  rejefted 
with  Icorn.     Having  done  hi mieifjuf- 
tfce,  in  thinking  he  deferved  no  better 
than  to  marry  his  maid,  he  apprehended 
that    the    engagements    Mademoitellc 
D'Elbieux  mentioned,   was  that  fatal 
piece  of  ill  management,    and  which 
was  touched  upon  to  try  his  fmccrity* 
being  perfuaded  of  this,  he  thought  he 
muli  ^t\  without  dii'guile.     '  I  will  noC 

*  deny,  Mademot(eiie/  faid  he,  *  that 
'  I  am  under  engagements,  as  ycu  fayi 

*  I  own  themx  but  if  throwing  them 

*  afide  will  convince  you  how  jcaious  I 

*  am  of  your  favour,  1  promiXb  you 

*  ihali  never  bear  of  them  more.'— •• 
<  We  (hall  fee,'  replied  MaJemoirelle 
J^'Elbieux,  '  whether  you   keep   your 

*  word.'«-«»*  To-morrow/criedD'Eftour- 

neaux. 


«  «hit  lam  going  to  lay,  or  rather  that 

*  you  may  not  be  forced  to  (lay  too  long 

*  with  me.  I  foppoic  by  your  noiie  ]pou 
f  h^Ye  a  mind  to  give  my  mother  notict 

*  of  your  being  iMre,  to  enjoy  her  dear 

<  company,  and  be  rid  cif  mine  |  but  be 

*  not  deceived,  I  know  how  to  revenge 

*  myfelf  once  for  all,  and  perhaps  your 
f  affsirs  are  not  ib  far  advanced  as  you 

<  imagine.* 
D*Eftoumeaux,  who  compiehended 

potfaingof  allthis,  fwoie  he  had  no  de- 
fign  to  make  her  uneafy  i  that  what  (he 
complained  of  was  a  cuftom  he  had, 
bat  hr  from  the  defign  (he  hinted  at. 

*  Can  yoo  think  me  capable,*  (aid  he, 

*  of  giving  you  the  leak  difturbance  i 

*  And  as  to  your  toother,  do  VQu  ima« 

<  gine  I  am  (a  footi(h  as  to  have  any 

*  regard  for  her  ?  An  old  coquette,  who 

*  has  no  other  merit  than  that  of  being 

*  mother  to  the  mofl  lovely  oeature  in 

*  the  vorki.  If  the  poor  woman,  with 

*  her  paint,  her  patches,  and  her  faded 

*  chamsy  aims  at  any  thing  more,  flit 

*  is  miftaken.  Her  airs  have  loA  their 
'  foccei  and  you^  rouii  banter  to  pre* 
'  tend  to  imagine  any  thing  elie.  But 
'  let  ns  leave  this  inbjed,  my  dear,* 
contimied  D'Eftourneaux  in  a  pkafant 
tone  3  <  tine  is  previous,  and  it  (hall 

*  not  be  my  fault  if  it  ia  not  better  em- 
«  pbyed.' 

D*£ftounicaux*s  esquieflions  made 
MademoiieUe  D'Elbieux  bugh,  elpect- 
ally  the  (atirical  ftrokcs  aimed  at  her  mo- 
ther. Nothing  could  be  more  effirclual 
towards  appeaiing  her  refeniment,  as  it 
was  a*  regale  peoiliarly  adapted  to  her 
tafte :  iniiead  of  (Uenciog  him,  (he  gave 
ooca(ioa  to  repeat  them  in  a  fevcrer  and 
iloodcr  (irain.  ^  I  am  furprized,*  faid 
fte,  *  to  hear  you  exprefs  you^feif  thus 
'  concem'mg  my  mother  j  your  ienti- 
ments  and  defigns  in  her  regard  being 
DO  iecBet  to  me;  nay,  of  whjch  I  have 
been  a  witnefs  I*-*'  As  to  that, •  Ma- 
demoiieUe.* faid  he,  raifmg  his  voice 
6  as  to  be  heard  very  diftin^tly,  *  you 
muft  certainly  felt  with  me :  la  paf- 
(ion  for  the  countefs  I  If  you  really 
imagine!  ever  had  any  defigns  op  her 
antiquated  carcale,  you  are  much  de- 
ceived. No,  Mademoifelle,  be  a(rured 
I  never  loved  her,  nor  had  the  lealt 
^  iadiaation  that  way.  I  am  in  lov^ 
'  it  is  true,  but  it  is  with  your  charm- 
ing peribn}  £9r  the  pofTemon  of  which 
I  v^old  lkcrt£ce  every  thing  that  is 
^ear  to  me.  For  the  fature^  banilh— * 
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jfexuxy  <  the  bufineft  (half  be  dilpatch-' 

*  ed.-^Agrcftl/  continued  he,   leizing 
,  ene  of  her  faiijds»  which  (he  drew  away  | 

*  to-lDorroW  1  break  with  her  for  evvr, 

*  and  am  entirely  yours.  Reeei^e  this 
^  kifs  as  a  pledge/— '  Not  fo  faft,"^ 
cried  Mademoifelle  D'£lbieti3^$   '  be« 

*  have  atf  you  ought,  or  I  am  ^ne| 

*  you  have  learned  an  ill  cuftom  *.  this  re* 

*  minds  me  of  what  I  difcovered  between 

*  you  and  the  perfon  I  fpoke  of  |  fiie 

*  miefat  have  her  reafons  to'  allow  of 
'  fttch  fiie?doms,  but  I  have  a  thoufand 

*  to  behave  otherwife.* 

*  Now  I  think  on  it/  continued  flie 
with  a  malicious  fmile,  *  ow^n  fincerely 

*  l¥hat  terms  you  are  upon  with  her  j 

*  I  fancy  things  have  been  carried  ^- 
'  ther  than  1  ^t  firft  jmagined.— You 

*  heiitate,^  continued  ihe  $  *  may  I  not 

*  be  truftedj  or  do  you  diflembie  in  or- 

*  der  to  impofe  on  me  a  feeond  time  ? 
^  Speak !  come  to  a  refolutioi) !  I  will 

*  know  the  truth  j  or  be  gone,-  and  never 

*  iee  me  more  I' 

B'Eftoumeaux  was  cruelly  perplexed 
at  this  challenge^  he  could  not  rightly 
conceive  what  Mademoifelle  D'Elbieux 
aimed  at :  he  was  perfuaded  thefe  que- 
ries related  to  his  fecret  engageraentst 
but  he  could  not  underftand  that  ffte 
had 'been  a  witnefs  to  any  of  his  inter- 
views j  this  confounded  him.  All  he 
could  gather  was,  that  (he  knew  more 
of  his  private  marriage  than  he  was 
aware  of;  that  (he  was  in  love  with 
him  i  and  that  for  fear  he  fhould  con- 
ceal, any  thin^,  (he  pretended  to  have 
made  thefe  diicoveries.  With  this  no- 
tion, he  anfwered  accordingly  i  which 
only  fcrved  to  increafe  the  perplexity. 

The  jeft  of  all  tills  was,  thefe  two 
wereatcrofs  queltions )  D'Eftoumeaux 
fpoke  of  his  wife,  Mademoifelle  D'El- 
Weux  of  her  mother;  and  as  for  the 
counters,  (he  was  quite  at  a  lofs ;  and, 
deitrous  to  undei'dand  what  they  talked 
of,  drew  nearer,  and  was  more  atten- 
tive than  ever. 

*  I  (hould  think  myfelf  much  obliged,'* 
angered  D'Eftourneaux,  *  if  you  would 
^not  infift   on  my   acknowledging  a 

*  weaknefs,  of  which  I  am  morea(ham- 
,'  ed  than  ever,  and  which  mutt  be  dif- 

*  agreeable,^  without  'fumi(hing  any 
<  thing  to  divert  you.*— «<  That  is  no- 

*  thing,*  cried  ihe,  interrupting  him 
haiHlv :  *  I  will  know  the  whole  a^r; 
«  aaaj  uakf*  you   will  difoblige  me. 


*  yon  mxift  BOC  omit  the  leaft  elreufli^ 
«  ftanctf/ 

*  WeH,'tben,  td  fatisfy  you ,^  replied 
Ir,  *  I  own  We  are  married.*—-*  Y<nt 
*■  are  married  !*  <iried  (he,  interrupt-' 
hig  him  again,    *  atid  dare  to  make 

*  your  addrefl(;s  to  roe!    No  wonder 

*  my  mother  was  fo  indulging.    Yod 

*  hsive  &i(f  enouj^,  Sif !    i  define  C6 

*  know*  no  mordf  had  I  imUgined  at 
<  nruch,  I  (bould  not  have  thu^ex|>o(cd 

*  my(elf. — Farewel  for  ever !  Iwi(h  yoTi 

*  foy  {  but  let  me  hear  no  mere  of  it.* 
Saying  th6fe  words,  at  which  D'EOour- 
B«raux  was  thundtr-ftru^,  (he  and  her 
maid  took  to  their  heels,  leaving  him 
and  the  countefs  fo  ainaaeJ  at  this  con  • 
cluiion,'  .that  -they  retired,  without  be-c 
in^  able  to  comprehend  the  ihrange 
things  they  had  heard  ^  Any  one,  ott 
fuch  an  occafion,  wottld  have  been  e(|ual« 
ly  perplexed. 

it  was  very  odd^  in  this  puzal^ng  in* 
tei-view,  that  nobody  farpe61ed.liiefource 
of  thefe  diverting  miftakes.  The  coun<« 
tefs  returned  wiSi  a  firm  belief  that  it 
was  D*l^flival  who  came  thither  ^  D'Ef- 
toumeaux  went  away  fully  perfuaded 
that  the  meeting  was  defrgned  JFor  him  } 
and  Mademoifelle  D^Elbicux  retired  t« 
her  apartment,  well  fatisfied  that  her 
mother  was  manned  to  D^Eftviai,  and 
herfelf  impofed  on  by  his  addre(res.  AH 
this  was  owing  to  the  darknefs  of  tHc 
night :  the  (bund  of  the  voice,  whichi 
might  have  been  of  fervice,  was  of  no 
ui^,  becauie  the  maid  infilled  on  their 
fpeaking  very  low^  All  together,  as  one 
may  imagine,  produced  veiy  divertmg 
confequences. 

.  We  (hall  give  the  rmatnder  of  thi» 
affair  by  and  by,  not  to  be  wanting  t^ 
order,  pinner,  which  my.aunt  ferved 
up,  interrupted  my  father  in  this  parf^ 
What  regards  myfclf,  is  too  uigent  to 
give  place  to  what  belongs  to  otfam. 

Ic  was  with  fome  difficulty  I  prevail'- 
ed  with  my  parents  to  fit  down.  I  long* 
ed  prodigioufiy  to^mention  myfelf,  widi* 
out  raifing  any  fufpicion  how  much  I 
was  concerned;  my  aunt  gave  ~me  aa 
opportunity,  by  alking  them,  when  &c 
fet  on  the  de(rert,  whether  they  bad  heard 
from  me.  *  Alas,  no,  d^SitT  V  replied 
my  mother,  with  an  air  of  trouble  at 
fuch  a  queiHon  :  <  1 4ieard,  indeed,  that 

*  (he  was  for  fome  time  in  a  co^veik 

*  not  far  from  us,  by  one  who  was  thea 
^  apenfioaer  tbere^  but  now  lives  about 

*  akagds 


\ 
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compmrifba  wm  tstrmdi  iradc  roe  bugh. 
very  heartily  |  Barbara^  at  well  a*  my.' 
father  and  mother,  appeared  fo  con* 
foundtd»  that  I  was  obliged  to  make  an 
apology  for  my  mirth.  People  in  low 
Jife,  when  berate  thoie  they  think  art- 
much  their  betters,  alwaya  rancy  them* 
felvee  the  fubje^l  of  ridicule)  a  great 
deal  of  caution  mull  be  ufiid  to  prevent 
their  being  affronted.  I  made  amends^ 
hy  an  obliging  behaviour,  for  my  in* 
difcretion,  which  was  foon  foi^Eot.  la 
order  to  make  myfelf  again  the  ruhje^i 
of  their  convtifation,  \  I  like,*  iaid  I 
to  my  aunt»  *  your  taking  your  niece*! 

*  part}  for  by  the  charafter  her  mother 

*  naa  given  of  her,  I  am  intereAed  in 
<  her  behalf,  and  am  perfuaded  iho 
'  would,  without  very  good  reafons  for. 
'  the  contrary,  have  given  before  now 

*  convincing   proofs   of    her  afft^ioa 

*  and  duty :  appearances  are  not  alwaya 

*  to  be  relied  on,  as  they  are  often  de* 
'  ctitfui.*— <  You  'are  very  good«  Ma« 
'  dam,*  replied  my  mother,  looking 
iledfaiily  on  me,  which  Jhc  had  not  ven« 
tured  to  do  before,  *  to  take  my  pooc 
'  Jenny*s  part.    If  I  had  been  belicvedt 

*  people  would  have  had  the  fame  opi- 

*  nion  of  her,  and  lufpen^d  tlicir  cen* 

*  fures)  but  every  one  has  not  yotir 

*  good  ienfe.*  Saying  this,  my  good- 
natured  dear  mother  could  not  avoid 
melting  into  tears :  Nature  exerted  hvr« 
ielf^and  the  meeting  of  our  eyes  doubt* 
lefs  ftirred  the  fympathy  of  our  ht4irt8  | 
we  both  cried.  By  pietcnding  buiincfa 
in  my  clofet,  I  prevented  any  difcovery 
on  my  fide,  and  ftaid  there  tiil  I  ha4 
lecovery  myfelf.  I  could  hear  my  fa* 
thcr  blame  her  tcndernefs  and  tears* 
8he  excufed  hed'elf,  by  allvdging  the 
great  refemhlance  between  her  daughter 
and  mc,  which  made  fuch  an  impreT- 
iion,  flie  frfid,  that  (he  could  not  refraio- 
from  crying.  My  father  owned  he  waa 
of  the  fame  opinion }  and,  if  he  h:^d  durft, 
wouid  have  mentioned  it^  After  tliif^ 
their  difcourfe  ran  upon  who  I  was^ 
and  my  way  of  life.  My  aunt  extolled 
me  to  the  (kies,  and  faid,  that  at  courts 
where  (Kc  had  been  wiih  me,  none  but 
perfons  of  quality  vjftted  me,  moft  of  ■ 
them  my  near  relations ;  and  as  to  mf 
conduct,  no  nun  ever  lived  more  regu* 
lar.  Then  (he  deicanted  on  my  good 
nature  and  gentroftty  :  (he  tuld  them  I 
permitted  her  to  fit  down  to  table  with 
me,  and  was  fo  fweet- tempered,  that 
wbencver  (he  did  any  thing  about  me^ 

Co  lai* 


'«  kigve  ivom  msr  village;  but  flic* 

'  sdded,  that  when  Mademoilelle  D'El- 

*  bieiix  came  thither,  my  daughter,  dif- 

<  appealed  j  and  that  is  the  M  account 
'  I  had  of  her.'  Perceiving  the  dif- 
courfe was  likjB  to  reft  there,  1  revived 
it,  bv  aiking  how  it  was  |X>fl]ble  their 
daughter  ibould  omit  acquainting  them 
where  (be  was,  <  In  all  uipearance,* 
continued  1,  <  ihe  was  ufed  unkindly 

*  hy  you,  or  elfe  (he  would  have  be- 
'  based  othcrwife.*  *—  *  Far  from  it, 
'  Msdam,*  replied  my  father )  ^  (he  was 

*  fpoiled  with  too  much  foqdnefs,  and 
'  would  always  have  her  own  way : 
'•to  this  it  is  we  owe  all  the  vexationa 

*  (be  bas  brought  upon  us«  Where  (he 
'  is,  or  bow  (he  emplovs  herfelf,  I 
'  know  not}  but  (he  muit  one  day  an- 
'  iWer  to  God  for  all  the  tears  her  ob- 

*  ftinacy  has  drawn  from  her  mother's 
'.eyes.    For  my  part,  I  am  come  to  a 

*  icfolnHon,  and  abandto  her  to  her  un* 

*  bappy  fete.** 
*  Good  God,  John  '.*  replied  my  mo- 

ibcr,  wiping  away  the  tears,  which  (he 
could  not  hide,    *  we  mu(i  hope  that 

*  Heaven  will  open  her  .eyes :  you  ought 

*  not  thus  to  throw  the  helve  after  the 

*  hatchet.  How  do  we  know,  after  all, 
'  but  (he  may  not  be  fo  much  to  blame 
'  u  they  pretend  }     Your  fon-in-law 

*  has   too  much  credit  with  you.*— 

*  Ayt,  that  it  juft  like  you  !*  leplied 
my  father  fomethingpeevi(hl^S  *  you  are 
'  always  throwing  Colin  and  your  daugti- 

*  ler  in  my  teeth  i  it  is  not  they  that 

<  occaiion  tbefe  ftories  of  her,  but  htr 
'  own  bad  condufl   and  ill  humours. 

*  Has  (he  ever  fent  us  any  tidings  fince 
'  (he  went  away  ?  Go,  you  are  a  fool- 
'  lib  woman,  to  lament  her  thus  evtij 

*  day)  it  is  more  than  (he  defervcs:  if 
'  you  would  be  ruled  by  me,  never 
'  mention  her  name,*-—*  Look  ye,  hui- 
'  hand,*  replied  my  mother,  *  nobody 
'  (hould  be  condemned  unheard  \  for 
'  all  you  can  fay,  my  daughter  ever  bad 
'  an  honeft  heart,  and  inclined  to  vir- 
'tae:  I  would  lay  any  wager,  weic 
'  (be  her  ovim  miitreis,  (be  would  give 
'  us  evident  proofs  of  it)  but,  as  they 
'  &y,  the  abient  are  always  to  blame, 
'  and  when  people  are  down,  down  with 

*  them.*— •<  Tnie  enough,*  replied  my 
taut,  very  pttcouGy  ^  '  witnefs  John 
'  fielaoger,  our  ringer  \  the  great  bctl 
'  no  fooner  broke,  but  in  ringing  the 
'  other  the  ftteple  fell  upon  him.* 

The  gcavity  with  whfcb  tliia  filly 
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I  a]way«  thanked  her.  My  fbthcr  and 
mother  congratulated  with  her  on  her 
good  fortune,  ad^iiing  her  to  cultivate 
It}  that  as  for  their  parts,  they  weVe  for 
fi*oni  beiiig  fo  happy,  being  hardly  able 
te  fiibfift,  efpeeially' after  beinfi^  robbed 
frf*  two  good  cows,  which  was  their  main 
inpport.  •  This  went  to  my  heart;  and 
I  refolved  to  relieve  iny  dear  parents  in 
their  neceifities,  but  fo  as  not  to  difeover 
myfelf,  or  ^ve  them  the  leaft  (^fpicion. 
In  order  to  this,  when  I  returned  to 
them,  I  mentioned  the  relifli  I  had  for 
t&e  country,  and  an  inclination  to  fpend 
ibme  months  there.  I  had  no  fooner 
ftarted  this  fobjea,  but  poor  Barbara, 
who  doated  on  her  village,  faid,  that  iff 
I  continuad  in  fo  good  a  refolution, 
their' village  muft  be  the.  place  j  that  it 
was  the  beft  air  and  fineft  profpeft  in  all 
the  country.     *  Very  Kkely  I  may  go 

*  there,'   faid  I,    «  being  ordered   to 

*  drink  mitk  for  fome  months ;  and  if 

*  your  brother  and  fifteir  will  be  fo  good 
^  as  to'compiy  with  what  I  iluill  defu^,' 

*  I  (hall  not  defer  the  journey  much 
^  longer/-^'  Be  fo  good  !*  cried  Baiba- 
la,  in  a  tranfpurt:  <  go^  go;  TU  an- 

*  fwer  for  them ;  you'  need  only  fpeak 

*  your  mind.*  My  father  and  mother 
amired  rac  they  were  ready  to  fervc  me, 
and  thought  themfelvesliappy  to  have  it 

'  in  their  power.     *  I  am  much  beholden 

*  to  you,'  faid  I,  *  for  your  good  will, 

*  and  take  you  at  your  word;  but  I 

*  fnud  defire  you  to  buy  me  two  young 

*  cows^  that  the  milk  may  be  the  bet- 

*  ter.  I  (hall  alfg  give  you  money  to 
^  fumzih  a  chamber ;  and,  as  1  am  rond 
«  of  country  amufements,  you  mud  lay 

*  out  a  ium  of  money,  which  I  defign 

*  for  purthafing  a  little  flock  of  (heep.' 
My  father,  mother,  and  Barbara,  ftarc ' > 
and  liftened  with  all  their  ears;  but,' 
without  giving  them  time  to  reply,  I 
pulled  out  my  purfe,  and  counted  down 
fifty  piftoles,  with  which  I  had  furniihed 
royfclf,  befides  a  rouleau  of  five  and 
twenty  louis-d'ors.  <  There,'  faid  I  to 
tny  mother,  giving  her  the  money, '  that 
«  is  for  the  cows  and  their  provifion  j 
^  and  what  is  in  that  paper  is  for  fur  • 
'  ni(hing  your  foom,  which  will  ferve 
^  me  when  I  come,  and  in  my  abfence 
«  you  may  ufe  it  yourfelvcs.'  My  fa- 
ther and  mother  were  ib  furprized,  that 
their  acknowledgments  be&ayed  their 
confufion.  To  end  them,  I  role,  fay* 
ing  I  had  letters  to  write,  and  retired 
to  my  dofct,  with  a  £itisfadion  that 


convinced  mt  there  omsot  be  a  grentr 
pleafure  thMi  t«  confer  a  benefit,  and 
acquit  oorfelves  worthily  of  mir  diity. 

When  my  lather  and  mother  were 
gone,  and  I  had  recovered  from  the 
etootion  their  prefence  oceafioned,  I 
wrote  to  Saint  Fal ;  I  thought  pfoper 
to  acquaint  him  with  his  uncle's  vitit« 
and  the  converfation  which  had  pa&d* 
I  afked  his  advice  on  that  fubjeft )  an<t» 
in  Order  to  have  an  opportunity  of  te* 
qnainting  him  with  the  (ituation  of  my' 
mi  ad;  1  nraifed  his  honovrable  and  diu ' 
interettecl  bdiaviour,  which  I  knew  im 
well,  that  I  would  not  diflemble  mjr 
mKafinefs  in  regard  of  his  cou(in,  whica 
I  told  him  was  not  to  be  exprefl^d.  X 
bagged,  on  that  account,  tohearlinom 
him  very  fpeedily,  and  that  he  wonkl 
hide  nothing  from  me. 

After  writing  a  tong  letter,  and  fend* 
ing  it  to  the  pdft,  I  took  up  a  book  te' 
am  life  mv  melancholy.  I  had  com-' 
menced  philofopher,  and  advanced  daily* 
in  the  knowledge  of  myfelf;  I  foun4 
by  experience,  that  to  conquer  one's-- 
ielf,  recourfe  muft  be  had  to  amvfe-* 
ment.  At  firft  eveiy  thing  that  thwarts' 
Our  inclinations  is  irkfome;  but  tile 
mind  acculloms  itfelf  to  fiibjeAions 
where  courage  is  not  wanting,  reafon, 
and  a  fmall  (hare  of  refolution,  will' 
carry  th€^  point. 

I  faid,  I  bad  Tent  to  the  poft,  and 
cbnfequently  was  left  alone;  in  the  meair 
time  (omebody  came  to  the  door :  night 
was  coming  on,  and  I  did  not  think 
proper  to  anfwer,  much  lefs  to  open  the* 
door.  Neverthclefs,  I  was  very  defirons 
to  know  who  it  could  be.  When  one 
lives  in  continual  expe^^tton,  and  un- 
der any  uneaiinefs,  every  thing  raifca 
the  fpii-its.  If  this  fhould  be,  faid^l' 
to  myfelf,  a  letter  from  Saint  Fal,  o^ 
an  exprefs  vrith  utgent  bufineft,  it 
would  grieve  mr  exceedingly  to  be  the- 
occaHon  of  his  going  awaiR  again.  Pre- 
pofTeiied  with  this  foolifli  notion,  I 
could  not  refrain  fatisfying  my  curi- 
pfity.  When  they  knockni  a  iecond 
time,  I  drew  near  the  door  and  aikcd 
their  bufinefs.  «  To  (peak  a  word  with 
«  your  Miftrefs,'  they  anfwered.  *  What 
*  would  you  have  with  her  V  continued 
I.  *  Lord,  oftn  the  door  I*  they  repli- 
ed ;  <  his  gi-ace  is  coming  up.'  I  thought 
proper  to  be  filent  upon  this :  a  M*at 
light  (h^wed  me,  through  the  key-hole^ 
a  nobleman,  whom  I  knew  to  be  the 
Duke  of  i^—- •    I  Gondiided  the  viiit 

waa 
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I  iflfigmd  t6  aftt  wd  tsembkd  i«r  «  iHmiilf  irtunidlBMlfr  lo  ytmt  ktt  he 
for:  hmt  htmng  him  %»  '  You  mif*  '  hit  d#  aund  to  dkcovtr  liiaifelf^  till 
*  take  the  door,  tintt  it  not  Jnnia't  t«  *  lie  bat  ibme  bopet  of  not  being  re. 
'  partmcBt/  I  began  to  iccover,  mad  *  jested.*  Wbilft  tbe  imt^uit  ociemt 
letumtdy  tbanking  Hnt en  thst  I  had  thit,  bit  ejret  were  fixed  upon  me.  I 
been  fe  caotioat.  Upon  thit  acooont,  Jooked  down,  and  in  the  onecriainty  of 
at  ibon  at  Barbara  rttonied,  I  rtite-  what  to  anfwer^  or.  what  wat  meant  by 
rated  my  commandt  not  to  oprn  the    »U  thit,  I  thought  the  bcft  way  wouM 

be  lo  turn  if  to  ridicule.    ^  Yon  ha«« 

*  a  great  deal  of  wit/  contintied  tlm 
marqutti  difcovering  my  evalion^  *  and 

*  it  It  no  eaff  matter  to  impofe  upon 

*  you.     Neverthcleft,  f  foiemnly  fwear 

<  I  tm  ID  earnefti  you  pretend  to  think 

<  me  in  jeft,  but  wbni  I  have  told  yott 
«  it  matter  of  h€t.     We  will  fty  no 

<  more  of  it,  fince  you  do  not  at  yet 
'  think  it  worth  your  notice.    Perhapo 

*  hereafter  a  pitmerer  time  may  tmi 

*  itfelf  (  a  lover  of  threefcore  muti  haitt 

*  patience.* 
Saying  thit,  the  old  marauit  looked 

nt  me  widi  an  air  of  trouble  and  con- 
fufion.  I  wat  at  a  loft  what  to  think, 
or  how  to  behave  \  the  Jover  he  Ipoke 
of,  lefembled  himfelf  ki  well,  that  I 
wat  iatitfied  my  con')efturet  were  not 
wrong,  efi)eciaUy  on  calling  to  mind 
what  hit  ion  had  often  told  me  concern- 
ing hit  amoreut  di%ofition  |  thit  thought 
made  me  grave  in  my  turn,  and  I  re. 
folved  not  to  underftand  himt  to  prevent 
the  riddle  bein^  explained,  by  giving 
him  artfully  to  undeiltand,  that  I  wae 
averie  to  all  fucb  propoialt.  Thit  fud- 
ceeded:  the  marquit,  with  all  hit  con- 
ning, Teemed  to  he  outwitted  t  but  thJa 
it  not  the  place  to  unravel  the  affaif. 
To  return. 

The  converfation  ran  upon  a  diifoeilt 
fubjcA.  The  old  marquit  told  me,  be 
wat  labouring  iir  my  behalf  at  conr^i 
that  he  had  remindtd  the  king  of  what 
he  had  done  for  me  heretofore)  that 
thit  had  given  him  an  ouportunity  of 
mentioning  my  merit,  and  grateful  re- 
merabiance  of  the  gratification  with 
which  1  had  been  honoared  $  thai  tbe 
monarch,  hearing  the  marquit  wat  my 
godfather,  and  that  he  eTpeufedmy  in- 
terciV,  did  not  feem  very  averie  to  aU 
lowiAg  me  a  penfion  \  that  be  wat  in 
hopes  it  woifld  be  ftich  at  would  main- 
tain me,  independently  of  foreign  fuc* 
courts' 

I  muA  own  I^wat  much  pleaied  virith 
thit  piece  of  ftrvicej  my  vanity  found 
ift  account  in  in  One  of  my  grtateft 
-wexationt  wat  theneceflity  1  wnt  under 
flf  Wng  bcholden.to  otbnti  and  with-' 
Cca  out 


It  acquainiing  me  $  I  began 
to  dread  the  effect  ci  chance,  and  re- 
ibhrcd  to  be  fi>  much  npon  my  guard, 
aa  to  have  no  occafion  to  repent  my 
want  of  forefight. 

I  know  not  whether  I  had  a  furmife 
of  what  vraato  befal  mej  but,  inftead 
of  any  apprehenfion  of  feeing  the  old 
maR|ota,  I  remember,  the  dav  he  pro- 
mtfed  to  come,  I  vraited  for  him  with 
great  impatience  j  the  great  defignt  he 
uid  he  had  in  my  behalf,  ibothed,  even 
4^ni  my  inclination,  a  certain  eleva- 
tion of  nund,  which  ratfi^  my  hopet  far 
above  what  I  had  reafon  to  expe^  j  and 
whm  1  had  wearied  myftif  with  vexa- 
tion, my  relief  wat  to  feed  on  thelb 
pleafing  dreamt.  Who  would  have 
mngincd  they  could  ever  have  been  lb 
folly  aecompliflied ! 

It  vpaa  near  fix  in  tbe  evenine')  I 
began  to  tbmk  the  marquit  would  not 
keep  hit  fromile,  when  he  appeared. 
He  enquired  in  tbe  politcft  manner  after 
my  health;  and  when  I  had  fatitfied 
him,  he  afked  if  I  wat  not  tired  with 
that  lonely  kind  of  life,  which  he  judg-^ 
ed  moft  iometimet  prove  infupportable. 
I  aCared  hii%  I  vrat  never  happier  than 
when  alone,  and  that  in  vrorking  and 
reading  1  defeated  the  mod  uneafy 
boort.  <  You  are  very  happy,*  repli«l 
the  marquit,  '  to  be  thus  lufikient  to 
'  yoarfelf :  at  your  age  one  fctdom  findt 
'  lb  large  a  (hare  of  reafon  and  con- 

*  tempt  of  the  world  }  but  fince  it  it  lb, 
'  no  wonder  you  infpire  fiich  ardent 

*  pafiions.  Now  we  are  upon  thit 
fidyjed,'  continued  he,  without  giving 
me  time  to  reply,  *  yon  little  think 
<  how  great  a  mftre  you  have  added  to 
'  your  cbarmt  and  conduA.  A  per- 
'  foo  turned  of  threefcore,  and  of  qua- 
'  Hty  too,  hat  in  hit  breaft  a  great  de- 

*  fire  of  making  your  fortune  }  he  hat 

*  intruftcd  me  with  the  fecret  of  hit 

*  paiion  f  notwithtlanding  hit  age,  hh 

*  compbifirace  and  tenderneft,  which 

*  i  can  ai^wcr  for,  will  make  him  atf- 

*  ctpiable.     I  endeavoured  to  perfuade 

*  him,  that  confidcring  your  good  fenl^, 

*  |»  QBmftd  luftnoiii^d  ifkaddxefinj^ 
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out  txtmipimt  whether  tkis  was  not  a 
generous  artmce  (at  it  was  likely  e- 
liPVgli)  for  aflifting  me,  I  thanked  him 
very  fincetjely  for  the  goo<f  news.  *  The 

*  thing  1$  not  yet  done,*  cried  the  mar- 
quis, charmed  at  the  fuccefs  of  his  pro- 
]c6k,  *  hut  I  do  not  douht  at  mv  return 
f  to  vrifti  you  joy  of  if:  I  (hall  be  ex- 
^  tremely  pleafed,^  continued  he ;  *  for 
'  I  vo^  1  have  nothing  more  at  heart 
•^  than  your.interei^.* 

I  anfwered  in  a  proper  manner  to  this 
^mpliment.  It  grew  late,  and  Barba- 
ra came  a  lecond  time  to  know  if  I 
jwould  go  to  fupper.  The  old  marquis 
drew  near  with  a  refpe^iiil  air,  which 

?»leafed  me,  and  aflced  very  complaifant- 
y  my  leave  to  Hay  whilft  I  fupped. 

*  Alas,  my  lord!*  anlwered  I,  fome-, 
thing  perplexed  at  his  requeft;  *  know- 

*  ing  me  fo  well  as  you  do,  is  it  pofli* 
«  ble  to  rcfufe^ou  T— >'  Certainly,*  re- 
plied the  marouis)  <  I  confider  you  in 
<  a  light  (6  different  from  what  you 

*  iipagine,  that  the  leaft  hint  from  you 
^   *  to  me  is  an  order  not  to  be  dil)>uted  : 

*  as  a  proof  of  it,  I  am  ready  to  leave 
f  you  if  you  arc  fo  unjuft  as  to  think 

*  me  capable  of  afiuming  a  right  to  the 
f  lead  complaifance  dn  your  fide;    a 

*  Angle  word  will  convince  you.  Is  my 
^  company  unieaibnahle  ?*— •*  No,  mv 

*  lord,*  replied  I,  obliging  hira  to  (it 
down  again,  and  charmed  with  his  po- 
litenefs  }  '  your  behaviour  deferves  even 

*  a  greater  regard  than  vour  quality, 

*  and  encourages  me  (b  tar,  that  I  al. 

*  mo(l  dare  prefume^to  oiler  my  fupper, 

*  fuch  as  it  IS.*— <  Ah !  you  oblige  me- 
f  infinitely,*  replied  the  marquis,  en- 
deavouring to  kifs  my  hand,  which  I 
drew  from    himj    *  this  (hews   bow 

*  charming  a  creature  you  are.*  The 
marquis  faid  a  thoufand  (inc  things  he- 
iides  on  this  fubjed.  Supper,  which 
was  brought  in,  afforded  a  fufpeniion 
of  compliments  t  1  did  the  bonoiu^  of 
my  table  pretty  well,  and  mav  venture 
to  affirm,  the  nobleman  imbioed  more 
iove  than  wine,  though  that  was  not 
spared,  he  feeming  to  reli(h  it. 

If  any  precife  woman  (hould  blame 
fny  complaifance  in  admitting  the  mar- 
outs*s  private  vifitSi  I  hope  (he  will  con- 
defcend  to  inform  me  how  I  oucht  to 
have  behaved.  Had  (he  been  m  my 
place,  perhaps  (he  wmild  not  have  come 
.off  fo  well.  Why  (hould  I  flatter  the 
i»arqufs  for  his  probity  f  To  pique  him 
iipoa  the  point  of  honour,  tq.|nve|ic 


his  taking  undue  liberties,  fvch  an  ad* 
chreTs  is  eacu(able,  and  a  woman  is  al- 
lowed to  have  recourfe  to  the  like  arti- 
:  (ices,  when  their  fole  aim  is  to  make 
their  innocence  or  virtue  revered. 

I  had  no  reafon  to  repent  of  my  con- 
duct; the  old  marquis  was  very  gay, 
and  made  love,  but  with  the  fame  re- 
fpt&  as  if  I  had  been  a  woman  of  the 
ftrft  quality.  He  defired  a  fong ;  I  com- 
plied :  he  made  me  a  thoufand  compli-^ 
ments  on  the  fabjefl.  When  the  clock 
ftnick  eleven,  of  his  own  accord  he 
faid,  he  would  Aot  make  me  regret  my 
condefcenfion,  and  that  it  was  time  for 
him  to  retire.  I  received  this  laft  proof 
of  his  deference  as  I  ought;  and  indeed 
it  was  (b  acceptable,  that  I  declared  my 
fatisfa6lion.  After  this  he  took  leave, 
affuring  me  I  (hould  never  have  the 
.leaft  reafon  to  complain  of  his  pa(fion, 
much  lefs  of  his  behaviour. 

During  eieht  days  that  he  conibntly 
▼i(ited,  I  had  no  grounds  for  the  leaft 
fufpicion  t  fometimes  we  played  at  tick- 
tack,  which  he  taught  mej  at  other 
times  he  gave  me  an  account  of  what 
paflfed  at  court.  This  was  an  inex* 
naui(ible  fubjeA.  I  mii(k  own  this  no- 
bleman*s  converfation  was  fo  interefi- 
ing,  and  amufed  me  Co  very  much,  that 
I  was  never  tired  with  it.  At  firft  | 
was  upon  the  referve,  apprehending 
his  ohligins  me  to  explain  myfelf  with 
refpe^  to  his  fon,  which  would  have 
made  me  very  uncafys  but  when  1  waa 
freed  from  this  care  by  his  difcretion,  I 
foon  behaved  with  my  ufual  ch^rfiil* 
nefs.  It  was  ndt  difasreeablei  my 
temper  is  pliable,  and  eahly  aocommo- 
dates  itfelr  to  my  company  r  I  have 
often  experienced  this,  and  reflect  with 
fome  plofute,  that  it  hat  general  lyi>een 
reli(hed.  Pride  interferes  a  little  here  $ 
I  afk  pardon :  but  if  it  is  becoming  to 
acknowledge  our  faults,  is  it  not  fome- 
times allowable  to  mention  our  good 
Qualities  t  In  my  opinion  it  (hould  be 
io,  there  being  a  kind  of  equity  ia 
fuch  a  behaviour. 

On  the  eighth  day  the  marquis  in- 
formed me  he  was  obliged  to  return  to 
court,  and  that  he  (bouTd  not  (ee  me  for 
a  fortnight.    *  I  fwear,*  faid  he,  *  no 

*  journey  of  a  long  time  has  given  me 

*  ib  much  uneafinefs.    I  ai|iib  ufed  to 

*  the  pleafure  of  your  company,  that  I 

*  fufl»r  cruelly  in  tearing  myfelf  from 
'  ymi :  never  before  coiud  I  be  faid  to 

, '  know  sahat  depcndaweia,  and  if  you 

•  think 
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cd  to  b*  m  iwrict  focb  M  coantcn  are 
put  into*  very  well  iccured,  which,  br 
it*t  weight,  I  judged  to  be  fiiU  of  gold. 
J  was  not  mittaken)  it  contaiDeatwo 
biwdred  piilolct.  and  the  foUowioK 
billet. 


<  Atak  flft  finone,  yottwiU' 

<  to  make  it  fiipportable)  there  faaj  be 
*  a  method  thought  of  to  mder  it  To.* 
The  oM  maroois,  for  the  little  time  he 
bad  Tifited,  nad  fo  much  accuftooied 
me  to  this  ibrt  of  daicouxfc,  that  I  gave 
little  ngard  to  it. 

The  day  following,  this  Buewel  made 
me  fnSa  iu  my  turn.  The  raarquia, 
old  as  he  was,  had  the  talent  of  divert- 
ing me.  When  the  hour  came  at  w)|ich  be 
nfed  to  vifit,  I  was. alone,  and  ^ve  my- 
felfup to mdancholy and  vocation:  time 
hung  ¥cry  heavy  on  my  bands  \  no  news 
from  Saint  Fal,  and  confequendy  none 
of  my  lover.  He  was  no  longer  guilty 
fnm  the  time  I'  knew  his. life  expofed, 
and  every  moment  I  wearied  Heaven 
widi  my  piayeis  for  his  fafety. 

One  morning,  when  trouble  had 
waked  me  iboner  than  ordinary,  I  heard 
the  relation  of  Ibmething  that  had  pafled 
is  the  army,  with  a  lift  of  the  flain  and 
wounded,  cried  about  the  ftreets.  This 
truck  a  terror  into  me,  for  fear  of  find- 
rog  the  real  ean^  of  my  not  hearing 
ftom  thoie  in  wboii;  behalf  I  interefted 
nyfelf.  However,  I  defired  my  aunt 
to  boy  it,  and  received  it  with  an  aching 
heart.  Barbara  brought  the  hawker  up 
with  her.  I  aflced  him  whether  the  ac- 
count related  any  thing  that  had  lately 
failed,  and  might  be  depended  upon. 
'  Without  doubt,*  anfwcred  the  hawker , 
'  it  is  not  above  a  month  iince  it  h^p- 
^  pened  J  we  had  the  relation  but  yeiler* 
*  day.*  I  guedcd  by  his  anfwer  the  pa- 
per he  bragged  of  was  not  much  to  be 
credited,  and  told  him,  'that  if  he  had 
|io  licftier  account,  it  did  not  fuit  my 
purpoTe.  The  hawker,  to  retrieve  his 
indUcietion,  faid,  if  I  was  curious  in 
knowing  what  paiSed  in  German)r,  he 
would  bHn|^  me  the  Gaxette  twice  a 
week,  aflunng  me,  that  every  thing 
which  palled  in  the  army  w^f  to  be 
found  there.  I  Cook  him  at  hi|  word, 
and  promiTed  to  Satisfy  him  ib  well  for 
it,  that  he  aflured  me  he  virould  bring 
die  Gazette,  which  was  every  moment 
eapefled,  that  very  day.  I  was  highly 
pleaied  to  think  I  had  found  out  an  ex- 
pedient to  know  what  psfTed.  As  it 
was  a  holiday,  and  I  de&ged  tb  go  ear- 
ly to  mafs,  to  avoid  meeting  any  one, 
I  iat  down  to  my  toilette,  where  I  was 
not  a  little furpriaed  at  what  happened. 

Looking  for  foroe^iing  in  one  of  the 
boxes,  I  fotuid  a  packet  that  I  did  not 
know,  aa4  wl^ch  f  cxamised.  |t  jirov- 


*  'VT'OU  have   here  tvro   thouiand 

I  *  livras,  a  gratuity  the  king 
'  grants  you  by  my  kandst  he  has  ap« 
'  pointed  you,  beiides,  one  thoufand 

*  yearly.    For  fo  good  an  mcooomilt  aa 

*  1  know  you  to  be,  thit  little  revenueg 
'  I  am  pcrfuaded,  will  fuffice.    I  woukl 

*  not  deliver  the  money  mylelf,  appre- 

*  bending  your,  acknowledgments  (  yott 

*  owe  none  to  mc  s  at  to  your  friend* 

*  fliip,  that  is  another  affair,  and  to 

*  wbich  I  (hall  not  fo  eafily  give  up  ray 

*  pretoifioDS. 

«  The  MARQUIS  op  L.  V.' 

This  piece  of  generoiity,  and  the 
manner  of  doing  it,  furprized  me  very 
much.  It  came  very  feafonably,  my 
ready  money  being  almoft  exhaulted  by 
the  afliftance  I  had  given  my  parents, 
and  confequendy  I  mutt  h»ve  warned 
very  fliortiy.  I  admired  the  Divine 
Providence,  and  fnom  my  heart  ac- 
knowledged it*s  bounties.  My  ferven- 
cy in  the  church  furpp/Ted  what  I  had 
ever  felt  before.  The  poor  wtte  amply 
remembered ;  and  before  1  left  the  fane- 
tuary,  1  gave  money  to  the  facriftan,  to 
have  mafles  offered  up  for  tlie  marquises 
and  the  couBt*s  preiervation  from  the 
dangers  to  wbich  they  were  expofed. 
I  always  had  a  confidence  in  fuch  ads 
of  piety,  and  have  frequently  experienc- 
ed that  they  are  never  thrown  away ; 
the  firft  effeift  I  received  from  their  ef- 
ficacy, was  refignation  and  peace  of 
mind,  and  thtl  certainly  wat  no  AnaU 
advantage. 

The  bawkcr,  who  had  promifed  me 
the  Gaaette,  brought  it  after  dinner.  I 
looked  eamcftjy  for  the  «rticJe  which 
might  give  me  fome  account  of  the  pcr- 
font  for  whom  I  was  concerned.  Alas  I 
what  became  of  me,  when  1  found  a 
paiTage  which  too  plainly  confirmed 
what  Saint  Fal  had  wrote  concerning 
the  marquis  !  The  pi^r  gave  an  ac- 
count, that  a  detachment,  commanded 
by  a  man  of  quality,  bad  been  cut  off, 
and  the  commander  left  for  dead  on  the 
place.  *  Ah,  Heavens  V  cried  J,  bathed 
in  te^is,  *  the  marquis  is  no  more !  No 
'  wonder 
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*  winder  I  did  not  hear  from  Us  kmf- 

<  man!*  OverwhelmedasIwiB,  Ifajnf 
ed  fiway. 

Two  hours  paiTcd  before  I  came  io 
mjfelf,  I  (bund  my  bed  furroundcd 
with  ftrange  faces,  and  Barbara  4>ii  btr 
knees  crying  bitterly,  having  given  me 
over  fdr  dead.  A  pheft,  whom  (he  had 
icnt  for  in  bar  fright,  alked  how  1  did. 

*  Alas  1'  cried  i  very  piteouily,  *  more 

*  fick  in  mind. than  body."-—*  Courage, 

*  Madami*  replied  he  ^  ■  ^  Heaven  will 

*  relieve  you.  In  the  mean  time,  refign 
'  you rfelf  into  tjie  bands  of  Protvidence.  * 
At  this  the  company  withdrew,  and  left 
nie  alone  with  the  clergyman,  whom  I 
have  mentioned  on\another  eccaiion, 
(the  perfon  I  Tent  for  on  account  of  the 
packet  thrown  from  Junia^s  window.) 
I  looked  nuon  him  as  ont  fent  from 
Heaven  atJnis  tenible  conjuncture.  I 
acquainted  htm  how  much  I  was  affli6l- 
cd,  letting  nim  know  in  general,  that 
my  fainting  was  occcafioned  by  hearing 
ofthe  death  of  a  perfon  who  was  dear  to 
me,  and  whom  I  looked  upon  as  a  man 
that  was  to  have  been  one  day  my  huf- 
band. 

The  difcreet  eccleitaftick  accommo- 
dated himfelf  tomy  weaknef«;  comfort- 
ed me  with  very  moving  expreiiions, 
and  warded  oiF  the  defpair  which  was 
ready  to  feize  me,  by  making  me  fenii- 
ble  of  the  little  credit  I  ouglu  to  give  to 
^  tbe  publick  papers,  which  he  fa  id  were 
very  uncertain.  He  cxhorteil  me  to  hate 
recourfe  to  pod,  and  be  aflured  of  an 
open  refuel  in  a  word,  he  handled  the 
fubjeA  with  fo  much  addrefs,  that  he 
prevailed  on  me  to  promife  not  to.  in- 
duJge  my  grief  at  the  expence  of  my 
beaJth  ;  that  it  was  a  heinous  oftenee 
again  ft  Ood  ^  and  that  an  atuchment  to 
creatures,  which  drew  oh  one*s  own  de- 
UniClion,  was  a  crime  fur  which  I  mnft 
one  day  be  refponfible.  He  concluded 
with  promifing  to  vifit  me  from  time  to 
time,  and  to  be  mindful  of  me  in  his 
prayers* 

Immediately  after  he  was  gone,  a  tall 
thin  man,  whofe  mbuRrous  black  wig 
(faruck  a  terror  into  me,  advanced,  with- 
out fpeaking  a  word,  to  take  me  by  the 
hand.  My  head  was  ftiil  in  fucb  con- 
fiifion,  that  not  perceiving 'him  to  be  a 
phvfician,  I  cried  out  for  help,    f  TheTe 

<  ^mptoms,*  faid  he,  feizing  my  arm, 
and  feeling  my  pulfe  in  fpite  of  my  re* 
ftftance,  and  addrefling  himiclf  to  an  el- 
dtily  lady. who  ca|B»  withhimr  *^ndt- 


'*  eate  a  manifoft  ddtrimH  9  anfil  whit 
i<  nafid  juft  now  was  a  fit  of  it.  The 
«  lady  muft  \tt  hltd  immediatdy,  whilft 
*•  this  interval  lafts.'  What  with  weak- 
aefs  and  furpriae,  I  was  unable  to  in- 
terrupt this  expeditious  gentleman.  Tbe 
lady,  who  had  an  entire  confidence  in 
him,  faid,    by    way    of  exclamation, 

*  Good  Ood !  how  favourable  is  Pro- 

*  videncel  If  DoftorPurpte  had  not  been 

*  at  home,-  what  might  not  have  hop- 

*  pened  f  *  During  die  lady's  foliloquv, 
the  phyfician,  with  an  air  as  if  he  wotiid 
be  obeyed,  ordered  my  aunt  to  fetch 
Mr.  I^ncelet  the  furgeon  to  let  me  bkNxl 
in  the  foot.  This  terribie  order  irco- 
vertd  my  voice  $  I  told  Dr.  Pui-ple»  I 
was  obliged  to  him  for  his  care,  but  that, 
God  be  rtianked !  there  was  no  occafion 
for  the  furgeon.  *  You  will  fee,*  faid 
he,   without  giving  me  any    anfwcTy 

-*■  Mr^Lancelet  will  come  to  late;  an- 

*  other  fit  is  coming  on.*—**  Hey  dayt* 
cried  I,  interrupting  htm  very  haftily ) 
.«  what  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  ?    j>o 

*  you  imagine  I  am  mad  ?'<^**  God  for- 
'  bid,  Madam!*  replied  theph>ficiatt» 
looking  very  myftenoufty  on  the  ftrange 
lady,  who  feemed  to  pity  me^  *  we  are 

*  far  from  any  fuch  thoughts.     Have  a 

<  good  heart,  Madam,*  continued  he» 
hording  a  candle  to  my  facej  *  we  will 

*  fet  you  up  a^ain,  pleale  God.— -Do 

*  you  lee,*  faid  he,  in  a  low  voice  to  tbe 
lady  at  my  bed's  head,  *  that  fparkliitg 

*  in  the  eyes  and  ftaring  look  ?  infallible 

<  proofs  of  outrageous  madnefs.    Ati 

<  empirick,  as  I  am,'  is  never  deceived 

*  by  the  eye  }  though  the  whole  faculty 

*  were  prefent,  I  would  not  bate  them 

*  an  inch.    Really  the  ignorance  of  our 

*  phyficians  is  prodigious  j  a  convincing 

<  proof  of  which  is,  the  envy  they  bear 

*  men  of  fkill  like  me.     Patience !  they 

*  talk  of  making  Paris  too  hot  for  roc : 
'  may  be  fo  ^  but  woe  betid&  them.    I 

<  hav«  a  whdle  volume  ready,  which  I 

*  will  print  in  Holland,  that  fliall  make 
f  .them  repent  their  proceedings.* 

The  lady  apprt>i^ed  with  a  nod  what 
he  faid,  and  aiked  him  what  remedies 
he  thought  of  employing  to  cure  my 
•  madnefs.  <  Very  fimplie  ones,*  rq>liad 
the  empirick,  who  was  certainly  the 
maddeft  of  the  two  ;  *  the  gentlemen  of 

<  the  faculty  will  hold  a  patient  in  hand 

*  diree  years  with  their  lenitives  and  re- 

*  gimen  f  whereas  my  remedies  have 

*  their  effe^l  in  nine  days.    You  ihall 
-^-fec'Choejmerinent.    I  wiU  have  her 

♦bled 
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coMpUIn  at  thewiwUwt  «f  ikt  <Mt« 

Tbo  fttrgeon,  who  was  fomething 
reafiMiaWe,  b«md  of  mt  to  moderaM 

myfelfi  and  airored  me  he  was  a  imia 
of  too  much  honour,  aod  too  much  my 
htinible  fervant,  to  bleed  me  without 
my  confent.  *  Sir,  I  believe  yo«,'  an- 
fwered  I  lA  tears  s  *  bm  VoAot  Purpio 

<  it  fo  bent  on  my  de(lru^k>n,  that  ho 

*  will  oblige  you  to  do  it.*— «  No,  Ma- 

*  dam,  you  need  not  fear  it  t*  replied 
Lancelet ;  *  I  give  you  my  word  I  will 

*  be  the  firft  to  oppoie  it.    Open  ike 

<  door,  that  I  may  have  the  fiitiafacliofi 

<  of  difcovrfing  with  you,  and  you  will 

*  find  I  have  a  greater  rtgani  tor  y<our 
'-commands  than  thofe  of  any  oilier 

*  perfon.' 
The  lady,  whom  I  mentioned,  and 

who'waa  really  good-natored,  and 
doubtlefs  moved  at  my  tears,  made  the 
fame  proteltationS)  and  promifed  m« 
that  I  Ihould  not  be  molefted.  Encou- 
raged with  this,  I  iwntured  to  open  the 
door.  The  furgcon  and  the  ladv  came 
in,  (hutting  the  door  againft  rurple, 
who  was  for  fofx:ing  his  way,  and  made 
me  cry  out  for  fiear  a  fecond  rime.  «  Rc- 

<  cover  yourfelf,  Madam,*  Uid  the  fmr- 
geon,  <  and  do  me  the  honour  to  inform 
'  me,  what  hsb  occafioned  the  trouble 

*  I  fee  you  in.'  His  polite  behaviour 
gave  rae  new  life;  I  related  to  him  alt 
that  had  pafled,  and  this  with  fo  much 
Calmnefs,  that  he  flnrogged  up  his  ihoul- 
ders,  faying  it  was  not  the  flrft  piece 
of  folly  the  man  bad  committed  5  that 
it  was  lurpritinghe  Atovld  have  leave  to 
praAife.  He  added,  that  he  did  not 
want  (kill,  but  that  his  methods  wete 
(b  expeditious,  that  none  but  thofe  whoie 
cafes  were  defperate  would  venture  to 
be  under  his  hands. 

This  entravagant  adventure  conclud- 
ed with  my  gratifying  very  hardfomely 
tlie  empirick  and  fuigeon,  who  went 
away  well  fatisfied,  but  created  furh  ^ 
diftsfle  in  me  to  prefcriptions  ami  pKv- 
ficians,  that  I  never  could  be  prevailed 
upon  fince,  even  on  the  mod  urgL'nt  oc- 
cafions,  to  make  any  ufe  of  thtfm.  It 
is  tree,  1  have  often  been  made  ftnfible 
^at  this  is  piVjudice,  but  it  is  what  I 
eanaot  conquei ,  and  probably  may  car- 
*y  to  my  gra^. 

The  lady,  who  was  fo  good  as  to 
come  to  my  affiftfince  when  Barbara 
^uttdiaa  fainting  away,  had  an  apart* 


*  bled  diree  day«{  conftffwntly  twice 

<  a  day :  I  will  emaciate  her  thrn  days 
I      <  more  with  braad  and  water  f  the  laft 

<  dine  days  flie  flwU  be  ft t  op  to  the 
I     <  aeck  in  a  cold  bath  for  fix  hours  each 

<  dsy^  and  if  on  the  tenth  (he  be  not 

*  cofed,  and  as  much  in  her  fenfes  as  I 

<  am,  I  will  forfeit  the  name  I  have  ac- 
'  quired,  and  am  willing  to  be  thought 
'  as  ignorant  aa  an  apothecaries  ap- 

<  prentice  of  three  montns  ftanding.* 
I  was  fo  terrified  at  the  murderous 

dtfigBS  this  empirick  was  proje^ng  a- 
raioft  me,  that  I  cried  out  bitterly, 
fiarbani,  who  was  now  returned,  ran 
tame  all  in  tears,  and  anqiiiird  in  the 
teadcreft  manner  what  was  the  matter. 
'  Alas,  my  dear  friend  !  *  faid*  f ,  points 
lag  to  the  terrible  Doflor  Furple^  *  fend 

*  thst  man  away)  the  very  fight  of  him 
'  makts  me  tremble.*—*  Is  ivir.  Lan« 

*  celet  coming  ?*  cried  the  empirick, 
vilfaout  regarding  whar  I  &id.  '  Oh, 
'  here  he  is  i*  continued  he,  (being  him 
Otter  the  room.—'  Come,  Sir^  to  the 

*  operation.  But  firft  of  all,^  addedhe, 
paUiBg  out  a  paper,  '  take  notice  of 
'  ikis  permifiion  which  has  been  grant- 
'  «d  me  for  vifiting  of  patients  during 
'  one  month ;  it  is  pi-opcr  to  do  things 
'  k  order,  that  you  may  go  to  work 
'  widi  the  greateft  confidoice/  The 
(miieon,  without  making  any  reply, 
mtSaced  a  fillet,  his  lancets,  aiid  called 
for  warai  water.  Whilll  this  con Q>ira- 
iff  and  the  preparations  weie  canymg 
CO,  I  made  a  fign  for  Barbara  to  come 
tame;  then  making  her  draw  the  cur- 
tiins  about  nte»  catched  up  a  gown,  and 
cfcaped  out  at  the  bed^s  feet  into  another 
room,  fircuring  the  door,  with  a  firm 
refolmion  not  to  open  it  till  DoAor 
hnrple  and  bis  colleague  were  gone. 

I  eottld  hear  from  thence  the  uproar 
myefeapCf  when  pcrceived>  occafioned. 
'  Seel*  aried  the  empirick,  *  can  there 
'  be  a  mom  convincing  proof  of  mad- 
'  nefs,  than  flying  from  remedies  tliat 

*  arc  neoelTary  ? — Von,  Madam,  that 
^brooght  me  htther,\  continued  he, 
l^ieakiag  to  the  Jady  in  the  chamber, 

*  aie  a  witnefa  of  the  little  oerenfony 

*  with  which  I  «tn  ufed.  Are  you  not 
'  of  my  opinion  V  CM  he,  drawing  near 
Aedoori  *  would  it  not  be  a  charity,  a 
^  meritoriooe  a^ion,  to  brea):  it  open 

*  >nd  bind  the  patient  ?*  At  this,  under 
w  apprahoifionof  their  forcing  the  door, 
I  CQ«1  9«i-aleait|   and  threatened  10 
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ment  in  the  Sunt  houfe  with  me ;  a  great 
devotee^  and  one  who  had  taken  a  lik* 
ing  to  me,  from  feeing  me»  flieiaid,  pray 
at  church,  where  ihe  continuaUy  wat^ 
with  great  fervency.  As  foon  as  (he 
difcovered,  hy  Barban^i  outcries,  that 
I  was  in  danger,  as  my  good  aunt 
imagined,  ihe  fefolved  to  aiilft  both 
body  and  foul }  and  it  was  owing  to  her 
charity  that  I  was  vifited  by  the  clergy- 
roan  and  DoAor  Purple  j  in  both  of 
wh^m  (he  had  an  entire  confidence* 
though  very  differently  grounded )  the 
one  oeing  a  man  of  fenfe  and  well  qua- 
lified fornis  ofHce,  the  other  little  better  . 
than  ftark  mad,  as  the  reader  may  judge 
^om  what  has  been  faid. 

As  foon  as  I  was  freed  from  the  at- 
tack I  had  undergone,  and  Barbara  had 
acquainted  me  with  the  readinefs  the 
devout  lady  had  fhewn  in  afTifting  me, 
I  returned  her  thanks  in  the  politelt 
manner  I  was  miflrefs  of.  She  made 
me,  on  her  fide,  great  protettations  of 
ierving  me,  and  retired,  after  afluring 
me  of  her  earned  deftre  of  being  better 
acquainted,  to  which  I  anfwered  with 
a  low  curtfev.  I  had  fuffered  too  much 
by  my  firir  acquaiiitance  to  hazard  a 
fecond.  Nothing  could  prevail  on  me 
to  change  my  condufi. 

When  I  was  left  at  liberty,  I  took 
a  review  of  what  had  occationed  the 
trouble  I  had  fuflFered.  In  looking  over 
the  fatal  Gazette  which  had  bereaved  ma 
of  my  fenfes,  whether  the  clergyman *8 
difcourfe  prevailed,  or  that  I  found  the 
article  not  fo  very  poiitive  as  I  had  ima- 
gined, I  thought  there  was  fome  room 
to  doubt,  and  from  thence  entertained  a 
faint  glimpfe  of  hope.  *  The  marquises 
name  was  not  inlerted ;  there  might 
very  well  have  been  ieveral  detach- 
ments, commanded  too  by  people  of 
quality,  and  poffibly  it  might  not  o<  the 
perfon  for  whom  I  was  io  nearly  con- 
cerned. I  went  to  deep  with  this  footh- 
ing  reflection. 

Barbara,  whom  I  would  fain  have 
fent  to  bed,  but  was  ohftinately  bent 
on  watching  by  me,  fell  afleep;  my 
confideration  for  her  prevented  me  from 
waking  her.  Happy  for  me  that  Pro- 
vidence ordered  it  thus  $  for  had  I  been 
left  alone  in  the  incident  I  am  going  to 
relate,  I  mud  have  died  away  through 
fears  the  event  will  fliew  it. 

The  tr9u|>le  in  which  I  had  fpent 
that  day,  doubtlefs  wai  the  canfe  of  a 
frightful  dream  with  whkh  I  was  di- 


fturbed.  I  thoucfat  a  ghoft  loaded  with  - 
chains  appeared,  loob'ng  monnfuU^ 
upon  me :  I  fhut  my  eyes  at  his  hor- 
riole  afpeCl  |  but,  compelling  ine  to 
open  themj  I  faw  in  his  arms  a  bleed- 
ing corpfe,  all  covered  with  wounds, 
which  I  knew  to  be  my  lover.  I  thought 
this  fpeChicle  made  {o  deep  an  irapremon 
on  my  terrified  fenfes,  that  I  remained 
quite  fVupified  $  and  my  heart  was  io 
oppreffcd,  that,  fuddenly  penfive,  I  be- 
held fev«ral  difmal  objefts  without  fbed- 
ding  a  tear.  My  lover*s  father  led  a 
woman,  who  feemed  to  have  my  air 
and  features:  melancholy  appeared  in 
the  CDunCenance  of  this  other  felf,  and 
what  ihe  did  feemed  done  hy  compul* 
lion.  The  ok)  marquis  Jcneeied  down 
with  her  at  the  feet  of  the  phantom  i 
the  corpfe  he  carried  feemed  to  revive 
at  the  woman *s  approach,  whom  the 
marquis  prefented  to  it,  and  the  blood 
no  longer  flowed  from  his  wounds.  He 
took  his  fsfther^s  hand,  and  that  of  the 
woman  who  refembled  me,  and  join- 
ed them.  I  fbuned,  and  confidered  with 
emotion  what  pafTedi  but  how  was  I 
fuprized,  when,  looking  on  the  bride- 
grooms I  perceived  he  was  grown  young 
again  {  and,  inflead  of  "^he  old  marquis, 
it  appeared  to  be.the  fon,  who,  embrued 
in  oloody  had  been  carried  by  the 
phantom!  I  turned  haftily  to  him.  A- 
flonifhed  at  this,  Saint  Fal  fucceeded  to 
the  phantom,  and  feemed  covered  with 
wounds,  as  the  young  marquis  had 
been.  His  countenance  was  fo  mourn- 
ful and  movine,  that  I  was  going  to 
comfort  him  m  the  ezcellive  forrow  ^ 
with  which  he  appeared  to  be  over- 
whelmed }  when  on  a  fuddeii  my  cur* 
tains  being  dtawn  back,  I  fhutedout 
of  my  fleep,  and  difcovered,  by  the 
watch*light,  a  man  armed  vrith  a  po- 
niard, v^ich  he  prefented  to  ray  breafl, 
fayine,  *  You  are  dead  if  you  make  the 

*  lealt  noife.    Your  purie,  or  your  life, 

*  thisinflantP 

O  Heavens !  to  you  I  own  my  pfc- 
fervation  I  My  aunt,  who  had  bcgaiiM;^ 
doze,  as  I  faid  befoi^e,  was  not  fo  well 
compofed  as  to  fleep  found.  She  heard 
the  robber  breathe }  >Nrho,  having  form- 
ed his  deiign,  lay  hid  juft  bv  her  |  and 
it  pleafed  God  fhe  fliould  take  no  notice 
of  it.  Inltead  of  giving  way  to  fear, 
fhe  rofe  up  under  pretence  o^  fpeaking 
to  me,  and  faid,  in  order  to  compai'a 
her  ends,  that  fince  I  was  goins  to  reft, 
and  wanted  nothing,  fhe  would  ^  to 

bed 


fwnL 


l»^  A^frJiwcto  VTfc«ifw  fcC?J— .''t4;p>l. 


WdatiKkitdieii.  But  intcad  of  that* 
file  Aoie  out  foftiy  $  and  going  down 
fain  flie' waked  a  tradefmen,  by  meant 
of  a  chamber-window  that  looked  into 
ttMcourty  who  kept  (everai  men,  and, 
acquainted  him  with  the  danger  I  waa 
in,  and  the  affiftance  of  which  I  ftood 
in  need.  The  man,  furpized  at  this, 
called  up  his  people  in  an  tnftant,  and 
lading  one  for  the  watch,  came  up 
foftij  with  the  reft  in  order  to  aifilt 
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man  to  let  him  go,  and  in  cafe  th« 
watch  came  before  he  got  away,  to  hr 
he  had  made  hit  efcapei  I  wat  fo  mucn 
moved  at  hit  great  want,  which  be  de« 
fcribed  with  teart  and  bitter  regret  for 
hit  giving  way  to  fo  black  a  <frime,  that 
I  eave  two  louit-d*ort  to  help  him  to 
maintain  ten  fmall  children  he  nad  upon 
hit  handt ;  exhorting  him  to  live  no* 
neftly,  and  promifing  farther  alliftatic* 
from  time  to  time,  on  condition  hia 
wife  or  one  of  hit  children  came  for 
it,  and  that  I  never  faw  him  more. 

I  Ihall  fay  no  more  of  my  cond«ft  <Ml 
thit  occafioni  the  fatitfrnion  which 
arofe  from  it  vrat  a  fufi^ient  recom- 
pence.  The  watch  returned  at  the/ 
came,  mnch  diverted,'  without  doubt» 
at  my  ground  Ida  fright.  At  for  th# 
workmen,  whofe  deep  wat  fo  luckily 
difturbed,  I  gratifieo  them  fpr  their 
pains,  at  they  well  deferved.  Their 
roaftcr  wat  loaded  with  acknowledge 
mentt ;  and  the  next  day  I  prefented 
him  with  a  gold -headed  cane,  aflurin^ 
him  I  wat  much  concerned  it  wat  n^ 


He  entefcd  juft  as  the  villain  wat 
forcing  me  to  nli!  in  order  to  give  my 
iBoney.  The  wretch  dropped  the  po- 
aiard  at  this  unexpeAed  light,  felt  at 
my  feet,  and  begged  for  mercy.  More 
dad  than  alive,  I  had  not  ftrength  to 
ipeak.  The  traddinan  and  hit  people 
muMdiatdy  fecured  him,  and  I  pre- 
fintly  knew  him  min  to  be  the  hawker 
who  brought  the  Gazette.  He  confcfled 
fait  intention  of  robbing  me,  and  with 
bitter  lamentationt  accufed  my  impru- 
deoce,  at  having  giycn  occasion  to  it, 
votefting  that,  during  forty  yeart  of 
life,  he  had  ever  behaved  honeftly  $  but 
the  opportunity,  and  hit  own  extreme 
poveitVf  had  prompted  him  to  thia 
wickedneft. 

The  account  he  gave  wat  at  foUowt. 
That  at  the  time  M  brought  the  Ga- 
lette,  firnie  one  came  to  receive  money  ; 
that  the  quantity  which  I  (hewed,  made 
him  think  of  robbing  me  at  a  proper 
Ppportunity  ;  that  my  keeping  the  Ga- 
mte  lb  long  afforded  him  leifiire  to  take 
notice  of  the  houfe:  nevertheleft,  he 
did  not  intend  to  put  hit  defign  in  ex- 
ecution that  day )  but  my  fainting  away 
having  created  a  great  confufion,  he 
determinvd  to  take  that  opportunity. 
He  hid  him£elf  in.  a  little  clofet  near 
my  bed)  and,  but  for  Barbara,  all 
would  have  been  over.  God  Almighty, 
who  watchea  over  and  prote6lt  hit  fer- 
Taott,  did  not  permit  it ;  and  fhewed^ 
hy  the  inftrument  he  wat  plealed  to  em- 
ploy  ia  preierving  mv  life^  the  peatnefa 
of  hit  power»  and  that  he  infpiret, 
when  he  pleaiet,  the  aioft  fearful  with 
courage.  The  ^cret  wayt  of  the  Di- 
vine Grace  are  wonderful,  and  the  great 
Dilpenfer  can  never  be  fufficiently  ador- 
ed. 

The  fame  power  fnpported  and  en- 
jcottnged  me  to  fave  tne  life  of  the 
wmch  who  had  attempted  mine;  a  mo- 
HKAt  Uter  he  bad  fallen  into  the  handt 
^  i«ftiw«    I  pf crailcd  mth  tht  ^iradef • 


better  1  I  valued  myfelf  on  my  grati- 
tude for  hit  aeal  and  readintft  to  fervtf 
me* 

At  for  mv  dear  aunt  Barbarai  td 
whom  I  owed  my  life,  I  promifed  not 
to  leave  the  world  till  I  had  given  ample 
prooft  of  my  obligationt  to  her.  A 
rigid  prudence  prevented  my  declaring 
on  thit  occafion  who  I  wat  j  but  her 
fimplicit^  wat  not  to  be  trufted<  Her 
indifcretion  might  have  drawn  confe- 
ouencet  of  fo  much  weight,  that  I  waft 
ulent  againft  my  inclination  {  neverthe-* 
left,  I  made  aroendt  by  redoubling  my 
kindneft,  and  I  perceived  with  pleafuri; 
fhe  wat  fenfible  of  it  s  thit  eafcd  me  of 

J»art  of  the  concern  my  filence  occa* 
ioned.  A  certain  turn  of  mind  ia 
never  tired  with  conferring  benefitt  on 
thoie  who  are  thought  deferving  df 
them. 

I  lay  awake  the  remaining  part  of 
that  night,  and  only  began  to  reft  whea 
day  wat  far  advanced.  It  wat  near 
four  in  the  afternoon  when  Barbara 
waked  me,  on  account  of  a  great  gen* 
tleman  in  a  black  gown,  with  tvra  at- 
tendantt,  defiring  to  fpeak  with  me.  t 
wat  fufficiently  furpriaed  at  fuch  a  vi- 
fit,  and  queftioned  ner  about  their  be« 
kavioor«  Her  anfwer  was^  that  the 
eentleman  in  the  gown  had  enquired  of 
her  if  Mad^m  Det  Roches  wat  at  home^ 
Cf«r»  through  Ludvertency .  i  want  ftill 
Dd    0  by 


2IO      THE   FORTUNATB   COUNTRV  MAIS« 


by  that  namei)  and  upoa  her  faying  I 
was  afleep,  he  replied,  that  I  muft  be 
^Mtaked,  havisg  fome  bufmefs  with  me* 
My  enquiry  afforded  no  light  into  the 
affair.  I  was  preparing  to  rife forre- 
oeiviiig  this  extraordinary  vifit,  when 
the  Gomroiflary,  who  waited  in  the  an- 
ti-chamber, came  very  civilly  into  my 
room*  acquainting  me,  that  I  need  not 
cive  myfelf  that  trouble,  he  having 
but  a  word  or  two  to  fav.  Chairs  were 
iet  s  and  having  taken  nis  place,  he  ad- 
dreffed  himfelf  to  me  as  follows. 
*  Laft  .night,    Madam,    the  watch 

*  brought  a  man  before  me ;  as  he  ap- 
'  peared  like  one  who  was  making  his 

*  efcape,  an^  it  being  too  late  for  ex- 

*  amining  him,  he  was  committed.  On 

*  his  examination  this  morning*  hav- 

*  ing  contradicted  himfelf  when  afked 

<  from  whence^  be  came,  he  was  con- 

<  fined  a  clofe  prifoner.    A  letter,  di- 

*  reded  for  you.  Madam,  and  which 
'  he  entrufted  to  the  turnkey,  in  hopes 

<  of  it's/ being  fent,  was  intercepted, 
'  and  broke  open  on  fufpicion.    In  it 

*  hp  begs  for  mercy,    and  that  you 

<  would  not  difcover  him,  elie  be  is  a 

*  dead  man.  Being  examined  as  to 
'  this  point,  he  declared,  that  he  had 

<  brought  you   the  Gazette,  and  fbid 

*  fupper  with  your  fcrvanu,  which  waa 

*  the  occafion  of  his  being  out  fo  late. 

*  This  agrees  fo  ill  with  the  contents 
'  of  the  Tetter,  that  I  am  come,  Ma- 

<  dam,  to  know  what  complaint   he 

*  would  have  ftifled,  and  which  would 
<   <  be  fatal  if  known.  With  your  leave, 

*  I  will  take  down  your  information. 

*  You  are  at  liberty   to  a£t  as  you 

<  pleafe;  but  I  muft  inform  vou,  that 

*  it  ought  to  be  conformable  to  the 

*  truth,  becaufe  thei%  will  be  witneffes 

*  called,    e;caminations  taken,   and  it 

<  may  he  of  ill  confeqxience,  if  it  (hould 
'  appear  that  you  have  not  given  a  true 
«  account.     The  appearance  you  make, 

'  *  Madam,  is  luch  tfs  requires  my  ad- 

*  ing  in  this  aifair  with  great  defe* 

*  rence.' 

Whilft  he  was  fpeaking,  I  could  not 
but  admire  the'  Divine  Juftice,  which 
purfues  wickcdnefs  ^  but  was  concei-ned 
*  at  the  fame  time  that  my  good  intention 
was  fruftrated.  I  was  at  a  lofs  how  to 
anfwer,  beine  fenfible  that  the  wretch's 
life  depended  on  my  information.  The 
commiifary  'waited  for  me  to  begin. 
At  laft,  I  faid  it  vras  true,  that  being 

>uft  going  tab^i  I  f9U0d  thU  flMa  in 


my  chaitobef,  which  terrified  m6  fif 
much,  that  I  fcreamed  out  and  raified 
the  houfe;  but,  having  ehouired  into 
die  truth,  I  underftood  that  he  had  fal* 
len  afleep  after  fupper  in  the  kitchen  9 
and  that  when  he  vAked,  inendeavoar- 
ing  to  go  out,  he  iiad  mifled  hn  way, 
and  came  into  my  chamber }  that  being 
firishtened  himfelf,  when  fufpeded  for 
a  thief,  he  fled  away  to  prevent  being 
feized.  This  had  a  planiible  appear* 
ance.  The  mafter  of  the  houie  and 
his  fervants,  whom  I  prepared,  agreed 
to  the  fame  ftory,  by  which  means  the 
prifoner  got  his  difchaigt  in  two  days, 
as  his  wife  informed  me  when  (he  came 
to  return  thanks  { .and  affuitd  me  that 
flie  and  her  family  were  bound  to^pray 
for  me  as  long  as  they  lived. 

All  thefe  vexations,  under  which  I 
had  laboured  for  fome  time,  affefted  my 
health.  By  degrees  I  gre#  fo  pale  and 
yellow,  that  every  one  pitied  me.  My 
good  aunt,  feeing  me  in  this  condition^ 
exerted  herfelf  to  free  me  from  die 
deep  melancholy  which  hung  upon  me. 

*  Yon  .have  certainly.  Madam,  a  mind 

*  to  kill  me,*  (aid  the  good  creatinne. 
'  Is  it  poflible  that  one  of  your  age 
'  fhould  thus  bury  herfelf  alive?  A 
<  young  lady  a£bs  very  difcreetly  to  live 

*  retired,  I  agree  with  yon,  and  to  give 

*  no  handle  to  cenforious  people  p  boc 

*  ftill  (he  muft;  not  forfwear  ail  diver- 

*  fions.    Will  you  never  ceafe  bewail* 

*  ing  the  lofs  of  your  good  man  ?  Why. 

*  has  he  lef^  nobodv  behind  him,  that 
'  he  is  fo  much  lamented  ?  Is  it  im« 
«  poflible  to  find  his  fellow  K 

OpprefTed  as  I  was  with  affliftion,  I 
could  not  fometimes  forbear  finiling  at 
her  quaint  fpeeches  {  but  this  vras  but  a 
winter's  fun,  foon  obfcured  by  the 
gloomy  clouds  of  grief.  My  melan- 
chol)r  dream  was  ftiil  prefent  to  my 
imagination  :  alas  1  too  fure  a  predic* 
tion,  as  I  foon  experienced. 

One  day,  whilft  I  was  ffainding  very 
peniive  at  my  vrindow,  a  coach  (topped 
at  the  door,  which  I  knew  belonged  to 
the  old  marquis.  I  (hurted  without 
knowing  why.  When  he  entered  the 
room,  he  appeared  very  foxrowful. 
though  he  ftrove  to  conceal  it.    *  Good 

*  God!'  cried  he,  «  what  is  the  mat- 

*  ter  ?  are  you  fick,  and  did  not  ac« 

*  quaint  me  with  it  ?*  His  gentlennm,. 
who  followed  him,  wfaifperedfomething 
in  his  ear.  «  Very  true,*  replied  the 
iaar(|uis.  \q  what  te  had  h^ard  -,  *  but 

*  lam 
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'  T  am  m  fo  nroch  titmUey  Idid  not 
«  rdleft  OB  iu-^Ahf  Jenny,  Jenny !' 
coDtiniied  the  marquis,  throwing  him- 
Iclf  into  a  gieat  chair,  *  how  cnielhr 

*  do  you  make  roe  feel  my  tendcmers 

*  for  my  Ton  r 

Scarce  had  the  old  nobleman  uttered 
Aole  words,  when  a  trembling  feiaed 
me.  I  concluded  my  dream  accom- 
pliflsed,  and  my  lover  no  more.  This 
notion  prevailed  fo  much,  that  I  (hriek- 
cd  out,  and  wept  bitterly.  It  was 
owing  to  fome  drops  I  had  taken  luft 
before,  that  I  did  not  faiqtaway;  for, 
as  I  was  fubjefk  to  Tapours  and  fits,  I 
might  Tery  well  ezpeift  it,  considering 
the  occafion.  I  learned  from  the  di^ 
coufle  of  the  marquis  and  his  gentleman, 
which  they  did  not  obfenre,  that  my 
lover  waa  dangeroufly  wounded  in  the 
head,  after  giving  fignal  proofs  of  his 
courage  $  and  that  Saint  Fal  was  taken 
priibsier  in  the  battle,  which  was  fought 
two  daja  alter  the  preceding  aftion. 

This  melancholy  news  threw  me 
into  a  fit  of  fickneis.  The  phyficians, 
tat  for  by  the  marquil,  on  the  fourth 
day  ^ave  me  over  $  unlefs  Nature,  by  a 
prodigious  effort,  could  ihake  off  from 
about  my  heart  the  bile  which  was  on  the 

rint  of  fnffocating  me.    Nothing  that 
took  ftaid)  from  whence  they  con* 
eluded  there  were  no  hopes  left. 

The  old  marquises  prudence  and  re- 
Jblution  doubtlefs  prefcrvcd  my  life. 
He  never  left  my  bed- fide  $  and  feeing  me 
given  over,  he  tried  two  things  which 
idcoed  ne  from  the  }aws  of  death. 
One  waa  an  emetick,  though  feldom 
pt-efcribed,  and  then  only  in  defpemte 
caies,  oftener  killing  than  curing :  he 
&nt  for  fix  grains,  and  inftead  of  wafli- 
ing  it  well  with  water,  as  is  ufual,  he 
gave  me  the  whole  dole  in  a  fpoonfitl  of 
moth;  and,  to  prevent  my  bringing  it 
up  again  immediately,  he  held  my  head 
up,  tiH  it  had  been  long  enough  in  my 
ibmach  to  have  it^s  encSt,  His  other 
contrivance,  employed  at  the  fame  time, 
did  not  a  little  contribute  to  my  reco- 
very.  A  courier,  who  had  his  mftruc- 
tions,  came  in  boots,  pretepding  to  be 
)uft  arrived  from  the  axmy,  giving  an 
account  aloud,  that  the  young  marquis 
was  on  the  road  home;  that  as  to  his 
beiDg  dangeroufly  wounded,  it  was  a 
aiftake,  he  having  only  received  a  (light 
coatttfioo,  which  in  four  days  was  en- 
r  cared. 

[ing  my  lowneit  of  fpi- 


rits,  and  a  continued  fever,  which  took 
away  my  fpeech,  I  could  hear  what 
was  faid,  thoush,  oppreflrd  as  I  was^ 
Idid  not  refieft  much  upon  it{  but^ 
when  the  courier  delivrred  his  mefTage, 
a  iecret  jo^  fpread  ttielf  in  mv  hcatt, 
and  freed  it  from  the  load  with  which 
it  had  been  fo  long  overwhelmed.  The 
emetick,  whofe  efficacy  was  thus  aifift- 
ed,  worked  fo  forcibly,  that  in  the  vio- 
lence  of  reaching  it  wss  apprehended 
I  Ihould  expire.  A  black,  thick,  bilioba 
matter,  rumed  out  in  torrents,  and  tht 
convulfions  in  which  I  expelled  thia 
enemy  of  life  burft  an  impofthumt 
within  me.  The  marquis*s  furgeon* 
a  man  of  great  Ikill,  aflfured  him,  that 
if  I  furvived  this  crifis,  all  would  be 
well:  my  youth  promised  as  much* 
In  half  an  nour*s  time  the  operation 
ceafcd,  my  colour  returned,  the  agita* 
tion  abated,  and  I  fell  faft  afleep. 

In  two  days  I  was  judged  to  be  out 
of  all  danger,  and  my  mind  regained 
it*s  ufual  tranquillity.  After  returning 
thanks  to  Heaven  for  preferving  my 
life,  I  made  my  acknowledgment  to  the 
marquis  for  the  great  tendernefs  I  was 
informed  he  had  (hewn  in  my  regard. 
He  appeared  overjoyed  to  find  me  in  a 
fituation  of  mind  that  feemed  Tecure 
againft  a  relapfe.  He  afiured  me,  that 
he  was  entirely  attached  to  me,  and 
Aill  perfifted  in  feeding  the  falfe  hopes 
he  had  given  me  concerning  his  fon  t 
he  was  fo  complaifant,  as  to  forge  let- 
ters from  him,  and  read  them  to  me, 
that  I  might  be  perfectly  eafy  as  to  that 
point.  Three  days  convinced  me  I  was 
entirely  out  of  danger.  He  returned  to 
Verfailles,  leaving  a  fervant  at  Paris, 
to  bring  him  an  account  of  my  health 
every  day  till  his  return. 

J  was  upon  my  feet  aeain  and  gather- 
ing  ftrengtn,  when  at  la (^  I  received  a 
letter  from  Saint  Fal.  I  opened  it  with 
joy,  expe^ing  a  confirmation  of  the 
agreeable  news  which  had  been  invent- 
ed to  pleafe  me.  But,  alas  I  the  agony 
I  felt  on  reading  what  follows !  Sure  no 
one  was  ever  thus  often  overwhelmed  1 

'  T  Promifed  yoo  to  aft  with  fincerity 

X  '  and  exaftnefs  j  this  day,  lovely 

«  Jenny,  you  have  a  convincing  prooJF 

<  of  it.     How  will  you  receive  the  tid* 

*  ings  I  here  fend }  Shall  I  not  have 

*  room  to  reproach  myfelf  for  keeping 

<  my  word?  I  fhall  now.     I  have  an' 
«  eza£t  account  of  your  health,  and  if 

Oda  <  Ihcar 
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- «  I  hesr  my  letter  has  any  ill  conie- 
"  ^  quenccs,  depend  upon  it,  I  (hall  ever 

*  after  write  to  you  as  one  who  wants 

*  refolution,  and  whofe  weakpefs  muft 

<  be  con  All  ted. 

*  I  wrote  you  wor^,  lovely  Jenny, 

*  that  my  coufin  had  obtained  the  com- 

*  mand  of  a  detachment,  and  that  I 
'  apprehended   his  melancholy   might 

<  hurry  him  toq  far.  My  fears  were 
^  but  too  well  grounded.     His  courage 

*  and  vexation  put  him  upon  attacking 

*  a  convoy  efcorted  by  treble  his  num- 

*  berj  he  fell  into  an  ambufcade,  and 

*  without  a  mifacle,  muft  have  pcrifli- 

*  ed.    Dubois,  his  valet  de  chambre, 

*  whofe  affe^ion  for  his  mailer  is  above 
I*  the  common   pitch,   faved  his  life, 

*  and  brought  him  back  to  the  camp 

*  with  two  wounds.  But,  make  your- 
'  felf  eafy,  tdey  ai-e  not  mortal,  and 

*  perh>ips  our  appreheufiohs   magnify 

<  the  danger. 

*  Two  days  after,  both  armies  foi^ht 

<  a  pitched  battle :  vi6lory  was  on  our 

<  nde,  but  I  was  taken  prifoner.  I 
'  am  heartily  concerned,  as  I  cannot  fee 

*  you  fo  fooQ  as  I  expelled,  and  am 
^  always  uneafy  when  abfent  from  you. 

'  You  have  here  inclofed  a  letter  the 
«  marquis  had  begun  to  me  before  the 

<  a6lion,    and   liniAied   after   he  was 

*  wounded ;  it  will  ferve  to  convince 

*  yott  that  he  was  not  ib  unrraleful  as 

*  you.  imagined,  and  is  not  in  fo  much 
^  danger  as  you   may  perhaps  appre- 

*  hend.      I  fliall  fay  nothing  of  the 

*  proofs  I  here  give  you  of  my  regard : 

*  mdeed  they  ought  to  make  fome  im- 
«  preflion,  fince  I  am  fo  much  my  own 

<  enemy,  as  to  find  a  pleafure  in  con- 

<  fulting  your  inclinations,  though  in 

<  oppohtion  to  my  own. 

<  I  expeA,  lovely  Jenny,  the  dear 
f  pleafure  of  hearing  you  are  well,  and 
«  cannot  be  eafy  till  then,  confidering 
«  the  ill  news  I  have  here  fent.  Does 
«  my  uncle  continue  his  vifits  ?  To  own 

<  the  trpth,  I  was  amazed  to  hear  he 

*  had  found  you  out,  and  was  apprized 

*  who  you  rrally  are.    He  mud  be  vt^ry 

*  cunning,  and  have  very  particular  rea- 
«  fqns,  to  get  fo  good  information.  He 

*  wrote  to  me,  but  took  no  notice ;  I 
«  Ihall  do  the  fame,  for  an  eclaii-cifle- 

<  ment  will  not  be  very  favourable  to 

*  me.  My  prifon,  and  whatever  elfe  can 

*  happen,  will  not  be  troublefome,  pro- 
«  vjded  ypu  ftill  allow  me  a  (hare  in  your 
«  cftecm,  as  I  certainly  defq ve  by  what 


*  you  pofleft  of  mine,  and  the  paMt 

*  nCptSi  I  ihall  preferve  to  the  end  •f 

*  my  life. 

<  FromManhcim.    •  Saiht  Fal.' 


I  read  in  great  hafte  the  marquises 
letter  to  Saint  fal.  Here  it  is,  word  f«r 
wprdr 

I  Left  Paris,  dear  kinfman,  quite 
*  frantick,  and  am  Tunning  to  an 
engagement  in  defpair.  The  cauJfe  of 
my  melancholy  is  a  fecret  to  the  world, 
as  well  as  my  motive  for  command- 
ing the  deuchment ;  but  it  muft  not 
be  fo  to  you«  ^  Jenny  no  longer  loves 
me,  but  gives  the  preference  to  the 
Duke  of—— ;  there  is  not  the  leaft 
room  to  doubt  it.  Tbislpcca^oned 
my  journey.  My  meeting  every  day 
my  rival  at  the  general's  quarters, 
put  me  upon  obtaining  a  feparate 
command.  Every  thing  is  become  in- 
fiipportable,  (ince  the  ungrateful  crear 
ture  has  betrayed  me.  In  vain  have  I 
ftrove  to  throw  off  her  tyrannical  ^oke^ 
flie  poHeiTes  my  heart,  and  her  image 
is  ever  prefent  in  my  mind.  Fatal  • 
paflion !  Unhappy  error,  which  leaves 
no  room  for  relief  but  in  the  arms  of 
Death  I 

'  My  fcouts  inform  me  that  the  ene- 
my is  but  two  leagues  diftant.  I  fly 
to  meet  tliem.  Dear  coufm,  farewel. 
Remember,  no  one  ever  loved  his  ri- 
val, and  yet  you  have  been  always 
dear  to  me. 

*  If  jenny's  new  lover  (hould  deceive 
her,  be  you  her  ^omforter^    I  trena- 
ble  for  her  :   I  know  l^r  n^^efljltiea* 
«  Do  not  forfs^ke  her,' 

What  follows  was  in  another  hand* 

*  T  Am  defeated,  wounded,  aruJ  (atif- 
X  'fied,  my  dear  kiufman.  Thelaft 
word  will  iecm  extraordinary,  but  I 
will  explain  it.  In  the  mean  time,  dp 
not  be  furprized  that  I  make  ufe  of 
my  fecretary's  pen :  I  cannot  ufe  my 
own  ;  but  they  give  me  great  hopes 
upon  taking  off  the  firft  dm&ng.  M]r 
hurt  is  a  C4it  on  the  bead  with  a  broad- 
fword.  If  Jenny  Aill  loves  me,  as  a 
gentleman  named  Melicourt  writes 
me  word,  and  if  what  he  declares 
himfelf  a  witnefs  of  be  true,  I  fliall 
comfort  my  felf  for  the  lofs  of  on^  eye, 
which  is  in  ibme  danger,  prQvvdied  the 
«  other 
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ff^dther  be  left  to  behold  once  more  the 
.•  objeft  of  my  |»ffioD,  and  admire  her 

<  charms.  I  am  (atisfied.  Ailift  in  ob- 

*  taiaing  my  peace,  onlefs  you  think 
-  <  me  miwoithy  of  it.    It  not  thif  roak- 

<  ing  too  rigorous  a  trial  of  your  friend - 

*  fliip,  and  thofe  fentiments  we  motu- 
'  ally  cultivate  ?    But  I  know  my  man, 

<  and  that  iuifices* 

"«  Thb  Marc^is  of  L.  V/ 

What  tears  did  not  this  letter  coil  me ! 
I  pbisly  difcenied  the  noble  chara^er 
of  my  amiable  marquvi.  How  often 
did  I  kift  the  dear  chaia£lers,  whofe 
price  bis  bleeding  wounds  fo  greatly  en- 
haoced  I  What  anxiety  did  I  not  un* 
dago  I  Why  would  not  decency  per- 
nit  me  to  take  a  poft-chaife,  fly  to  the 
inny,  and  convince  him,  that  he  alone 
was  worthy  of  my  love,  and  capable  of 
making  me  happy  ?  A  thoufand  pro- 
jcfts  prefcnted  themfelves  for  proving 
to  the  dear  man  my  tendemefs  and  con- 
ibacy,  without  hitting  up6n  one  expe- 
dieitt  to  my  liking.  Pondering  upon 
the  marquises  letter,  I  was  ftruck  with 
>Ielicourt*s  behaviour ;  I  was  the  more 
obliged  to  him,  as  he  never  mentioned 
a  ryllabie  of  it  in  the  letters  I  had  re- 
caTcd  from  him  iince  I  had  been  at  Pa- 
ris. I  concluded  that  the  man  who  con- 
fored  a  benefit  for  the  fole  plealure  of 
doing  it,  was  a  true  friend ,  and  the 
propereft  perfoo  to  be  employed  in  fend- 
mg  to  the  army,  aS  I  was  determined 
to  have  a  true  account  of  the  marquis, 
Mad  to  convince  him  I  was  not  unwor- 
thy his  affe^dons. 

This  projeA  was  no  fooner  thought 
on,  but  I  relolved  to  put  it  in  execution. 
I  wrote  immediately  to  Melicoiirt,  and 
lent  my  leuer  by  an  exprefs.  I  made 
BO  doubt,  but  th^t  on  the  reception  of 
my  letter,  he  would  inftantly  come  to 
know  how  be  might  be  lervice&ble  to 
me.  Saint  Agnes*s  affair,  I  knew, 
voald  not  be  decided  in  upwards  of  fix 
weeks,  becaufc  it  had  been  fqund  ne- 
ceffiiry  to  write  again  to  Rome  concern  • 
i&g  fame  difficulties  newly  ftarted,  which 
iQljervai  was  abundantly  more  than  fuf- 
ficient  to  go  and  come  from  the  place 
to  which  I  intended  td  alk  the  favour  of 
him  to  repair. 

When  Saint  Agnes^s  lover  came  to 
Paris,  I  made  him  fenfibje  how  glad  I 
vastoice  him.  In  order  to  introduce 
^  fttbjcf^  I  fctwrned  hisn  thanks  for 


his  generous  behaviour  in  my  regards 
but  when  he  perceived  the  dnft  of  my 
difcourie,  he  prevented  me,  and  mftead 
of  ftariing  any  difficulties,  he  faid  ht 
was  obli^d  to  me  for  giving  him  aa 
opportunity  of  making  nis  court  to  « 
nobleman,  for  whom  he  had  fo  great  m 
refpe^l  as  the  Marquis  of  L.  V.  He 
informed  me,  that  the  journey  wouM 
be  of  Angular  fervice  to  him,  becauie 
he  ihould  ihortlv  ftand  in  seed  of  very 
powerful  proteftors  at  court;  that  this 
opportunity  Teemed  contrived  on  pur« 
pofe  to  oblige  him,  and  for  whicn  lie 
fhould  think  himfelf  indebted  to  me  am 
Jong  as  he  lived. 

It  is  very  juftly  faid,  that  the  man- 
ner of  conferring  a  benefit  enhances  the 
price.  X  was  charmed  with  Melicourt> 
manner  of  complying  with  my  requeft^ 
I  gave  him  directions  how  I  would  have 
him  mana^  the  affair,  with  a  letter  for 
the  marquis ;  but  defired  it  might  not 
be  delivered  till  there  were  hopes  that  the 
furprize  of  hearing  from  me  would  not 
affeO  his  health.  But  what  I  chiefly 
infixed  upon  was,  that  he  would,  with* 
out  difguife,  fend  me  word  what  con- 
dition he  found  my  lover  in,  and  hit 
behaviour  on  receiving  my  letter.  Eve- 
ry thing  bein^  conclu<kd  on  during  fup* 
per,  fuch  as  it  was,  Melicourt  fent  his 
fervant  for  pod  horfes,  and  fet  out  thait 
very  night.  We  had  computed,  that 
he  would  be  three  days  upon  the  road, 
and  that  on  the  feventh  I  might  expeft 
to  hear  from  him.  All  thefe  regula- 
tions contributed  to  make  me  eafy  }  but 
above  all,  the  marquises  letter,  which 
convinced  me  I  was  fUll  dear  to  him. 
This  cngrofled  all  my  thoughts,  I  had 
no  leifure  for  any  thing  elfe.  When 
bne  is  really  in  love,  every  other  fatts- 
fa£lioi)  rauil  centre  there ;  in  effe£^,  can 
any  thing  furpafs  the  pleafure  of  loving 
and  being  beloved  ? 

J  fliall  not  fet  down  here  my  letter  to 
the  marquis ;  he  has  loft  it,  and  it  is 
impoilihie  for  me  U)  give  a  right  notion 
of  it,  as  writing  under  the  influence  of 
a  ftrong  pafliun  is  widely  diflerent  fix>m 
what  is  related  in  cool  blood.  It  muft 
fuffice  to  fay,  that  it  chiefly  confided  in 
exprelRng  iny  grief  for  the  wounds  he 
had  received,  and  the  danger  he  was  in, 
with  lively  afTu ranees  of  the  tendernefs 
of  my  aiFe6Uons.  No  expofiulations  ; 
who  could  chide  a  lover,  found  to  be 
conftant,  and  known  to  be  in  danger 
of  lofing  his  life  t    The  heart  never 

cake« 
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fakes  offimee  on  (uch  occafione  ^  love  pof- 
lefies  it  entirely,  and  every  thing  elfe 
TaniHies  when  that  point  is  fettled. 

Two  days  after  this,  it  being  a  feftf- 
val  of  our  Lady,  finding  I  was  able  to 
go  abroad,  I  refolved  to  fulfil  a  vow 
Biy  good  aunt  had  made  for  me  in  a 
churob  dedicated  to  her,  and  to  make 
one  myfelf  to  Heaven  in  behalf  of  the 
Btarqtns*  I  heard  mafs,  and  being  told 
there  would  be  a  fermon  in  the  after- 
Booo,  I  dined  early  and  returned  again. 
A  capuchin  preached  with  fo  much  ener- 
gy, that  I  was  ftruck  with  it;  befides 
that  {)is  difeoiirie  was  fmooth  and  ele- 
gant, and  did  not  favour  of  the  cowl- } 
£e  fcenned  ratlier  a  gentleman  recom- 
aMQdmg  ftriS  morals.  My'  eyes  were 
fixed  upon  the  preacher  :  1  thought  I 
bad  icoi  him  before,  but  I  did  not  re> 
£eA  ^P<>n  i^  >  I  ^"^^  ^o  attentive  to  what 
lie  faid,  that  I  took  little  notice  of  any 
thing  elfe* 

In  the  concluiion  of  his  third  point, 
lie  treated  of  luxury,  and  irreveient  be- 
]»viour  dnring  the  myfteries.  I  know 
aot  bow  he  came  to  caft  his  eyes  to- 
wards Bie,  but  he  had  fcarce  looked 
tipoo  me^  when  his  fpeech  failed  him. 
He  turned  pale,  ftrove  againft  the  fit 
fliat  was  ielzthg  him,  but  in  vain  ^  he 
fanoted  away.  Every  on**,  frightened 
«nd  fnrprized,  was  inquifitive  about  him 
in  whifpers.  Of  two  perfons  who  knew 
l|fm»  one  rofe  to  reacn  a  phial  to  him 
who  was  aflifting  the  fick  man;  the 
«ther,  being  aiked  tke  name  of  the  re- 
ligious, whom  he  faid  he  knew,  made 
jAiwer,  he  was  a  perfon  of  quality, 
who  had  an  extraordinary  vocation, 
«mI  told  his  family^s  name.  X'Ct  any 
one  judge  of  niy  furprize ;  it  was  the 
(lievalicr  D'£lbieux  I  Had  I  any  rea* 
fan  to  expe£l  fuch  an  incident }  I  was 
|b  moved,  that  I  had  like  to  have  un- 
dergone the  fame  fate  with  Father  Ho- 
Bore,  for  fo  he  was  called  in  religion. 
Heaven  was  pleafed  to  ^iveme  ftrengthi 
W,  appi-ehending  I  might  not  be  mif- 
tiefs  of  myfelf,  I  took  Hold  of  p[^ 
aunt^sarm,  and  retired. 

WIven  I  reached  home,  I  could  not 
tmt  admire  my  Grange  deftiny,  that 
woukl  not  fufitr  one  day  to  pals  with- 
out fome  extraordinary  event.  In  re- 
ality, was  there  any  room  for  me  to 
cxpefk  fuch  a  rencontre,  who  feldom 
vrent  from  home  ?  Tltis  made  fuch  an 
impreffion  on  me,  that,  to  prevent  the" 
like  adventures  fur  the  future,  i  detei*- 


mined  never  to  go  to  chured  but  In  m 
morning,  and  that  Co  early,  as  to  rdn 
no  hazard  of  meeting  any  one  I  knew. 
But  to  what  pnrpofe  are  fuch  pifcao* 
tions  ?  Ther&  is  no  ftnrggiing  againft 
what  is  appointed.    * 

The  fame  day  in  the  evening,  the  old 
niarqpis*s  gentleman  made  me  a  viiit. 
The  confiderable  part  thia  man  will 
bear  in  the  conclufioa  of  my  biftory» 
makes  it  neceffary  to  draw  hit  cha^ 
raaer. 

He  was  about  fifty-fivei  bit  coun« 
tenance  agreeable,  and,  though  not  hand- 
fome,  it  pleafed  by  realbn  of  the  regu* 
larity  of  his  features  f  he  was  tall,  weO* 
made,  with  an  air  of  grandeur  in  hU 
behaviour.  His  chara6ler  was  to  be 
complying  and  deceitful ;  ever  of  your 
opinion,  in  hopes  of  bringing  you  over 
to  his  own  :  in  a  word,  a  conning, 
fly,  diflfembling  man.  When  in  the 
lead  defirous  to  pleafe,  he  was  fure  to 
fuccee<l ;  but  neVer  todc  the  pains  with- 
out a  premeditated  defign  ot  turning  it 
to  your  prejudice.  To  this  iketcb  muft 
be  added,  his  propcnfity  to  be  cnviooa 
and  jealous;  for  whoever  was  agree- 
able to  his  mafter,  was  fure  to  have  bim 
for  an  enemy.  Such  was  M.  Be  For* 
fan. 

Nbtwithftanding  his  ill  qualities^ 
which  he  knew  how  to  di  JguUe,  be  bad 
gained  the  marquises  confidence  fo  fv^ 
as  to  be  confulted  on  all  occafions.  The 
traitor  was  always  of  bis  mafter*t  mind 
in  appearance,  but  cooftantly  had  the 
dexterity  only  to  agree  with  what  he 
thought  indigent ;  as  for  what  he  a^ 
preheiHled  would  be  contrary  to  hts 
mterefts,  he  would  artfully  evade  it^ 
and  when  that  wat  not  to  be  dene  otket^ 
wife,  he  had  recoi^rfe  to  calumny  and 
the  viltft  meafiires,  which  feldom  faiU 
ed,  as  he  was  furnifhed  with  patience^ 
(kill,  and  contrivance;  three  qualitiea 
which  carry  a  man  through  every  things 
Froni  wliat  hat  been  faid,  one  ma/ 
eafily  imagine  he  was  well  apprised  of 
his  mafter's  pafGon  for  me:  far  frond 
difluadine  him,  he  flattered  his  indina^ 
tions  with  every  thing  that  could  render 
them  (irongcr  and  more  bewitching. 
He  thought  me  fo  mild,  and  was  w^ 
fully  perfuaded  that  the  meannefs  of  my 
birth  would  give  him  the  fuperiorit^ 
over  my  interert,  how  great  feevcr  it 
might  be,  that  he  concluded  he  ihould 
be  able  to  govern  me,  much  more  than 
I  co^ld  hit  m^r^  -Thirwat  hit  n»«> 
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fife  Cv  |xoiiMlSBg  tlie  alFair,  and  wil- 
liB|Ij  tiBdcitaking  the  oommUnon  of 
wtinag  ttfoo  nie«  aad  founding  me 
amceniisgtlie  paffion  with  which  I  had 
kfpind  nie  old  aiarqnis,  and  which 
was  come  to  that  heifht,  as  he  informed 
his  gcRtieiDan*  that  he  was  determined 
to  iodtdgtt  ity  and  try  ho^  hr  I  was 
difpoAd  to  csmfly*  Forfan^  who  was 
igoocant  that  hjs  nafter  had  more  cun-- 
aing  than  himfelfy  and  had  ]^articular 
lunnt  for  behaving  in  this  manner,  of- 
ibed  his  fervice,  which  was  accepted- 
of,  becanle  the  mar^is,  who  had  be** 
htfed  with  6>  much  complaifance  hi- 
tkrto,  was  doubtiefs  unwilling  to  do- 
aay  thing  contradi^ry  to  that  charac- 
ter. 

Poor  Fodan  was  far  from  gaining 
lliscnds.  I  tofok  him  up  with  To  much' 
stTolation  when  he  difcoveredhis  errand,' 
thtt  he  might  eaiily  fee  his  projeA  was 
■St  like  to  fuGceed.  But  he  was  not  a' 
aun  vo  be  difcomraged  with  the  fir  ft 
tM^i  he  returned  the  next  day  to  the 
chsrge,  and  proroked  me  fo  much  by 
his  difeouHe,  that  I  loft  all  patience. 
I  reproached  him  with  d^  balcnefs  of 
the  commiHion  he  had  undertaken,  tell  • 
iag  him  with  an  air  I  had  never  dared 
auuoie  before,  that  if  ever  he  preiumed 
to  trouble  my  lodging  agaiui  I  would 
find  means  to  make  him  repent  it. 

After  behaving  in  this  manner,  I  ex- 
pelled to  be  freed  from  this  enemy  of 
quiet :  but  the  day  following  he  came 
as  unconcernedly  as  if  nothing  had  hap-' 
pened.  Porfuaded  as  I  was,  that  his 
fiigfa  fpirit  would  not  fufFer  him  to  re- 
torn,  I  had  not  forbid  Barbara  to  let 
him  in«  My  colour  came  at  the  fight 
of  him,  and  I  was  upon  the  point  of 
iratting  myfelf  up  in  my  cloiet.  '  Hold, 
'  fidifs,*  faid  he,  *  I  have  but  two  words 
'  to  fiiy.    You  carry  it  with  a  high 

*  hand,*  imagining  tne  marquis  and  I 
^  do  not  iee  through  your  aitifice ;  but 
'  you  are  miilaken,  mychild,*  conti- 
iraed  he,  with  a  ineer,  *  he  is  not  at  all 
'  at  a  loft  in  the  affair  any  more  than 
'  nyiclf  I  it  Is  your  fault  if  we  do  not 
'  ^ree,  you  know  our  price.  In  the 
'  mean  time,  we  are  beholden  to  the 

*  virmous  airs  you  give  yourfcU'j  they 
'  put  us  upon  tne  enquiry,  and  difcover 
'  the  real  truth.    We  know  what  you 

*  aim  at,  and  will  take  care  to  difap- 
'  pobt  your  chimerical  defigns.  Fare- 
i  wd|  Miteft  j;  improve  the  him  I  have 


'  given  ybu,  that  is  afl."  And  then  left 

me. 

It  may  be  imagined  I  was  moved  at 
theie  impertinencies,  and  gave  way  to 
vexation  s  no,  my  innocence  made  me 
perfc^iy  eafy.  I  apprehended,  indeed* 
that  1  was  not  agreeable  to  the  gentle- 
man', and  that  his  endeavours  would  not 
be  wanting  to  ruin  me  with  his  matter, 
by  the  falk  accufations  his  malice  coulJ 
fuggeft.  My  lover  had  given  his  cha- 
raaer  long  before,  which  afforded  mc 
an  iniight  into  him.  Without  induc- 
ing ill -nature,  I  judged  it  proper  to  re« 
fent  his  behaviour,  and  to  employ  the 
intereft  I  knew  I  had  with  the  old  mar- 
quis, to  free  myfelf  from  fo  ^edoubc* 
able  an  enemy,  who  would  be  a  conti- 
nual obftacle  in  my  way.  Till  now  I 
had  been  a  ftranger  to  the  motions  of 
refentment  and  indignation  i  they  took 
up  my  thoughts  fulficiently  to  baniih  all 
other  cares. 

The  firft  thing  I  did  the  next  mora- 
ing  was  to  write  Saint  Fal  word  of 
what  had  paffed  between  Forfan  and  me; 
not  forgetting  tl^  impertinence  with 
which  he  had  treated  me.  I  ac()uainte4 
him  likewife  with  my  dcfign  of  getting 
him  removed,  if  his  uncle  did  not  fuffer 
himfelf  to  be  prejudiced  againft  me.  I 
concluded  with  dcfiring  he  would  uie 
his  endeavours  to  return  as  foon  as  po€» 
iible,  frankly  owning,  that  from  the 
time  I  was  left  tomyfelf,  my  life  had 
been  one  continued  fcries  of  cioiT^a  md 
affliflions.  1'his  was  the  purport  of 
my  letter:  as  to  my  lover,  he  was  not 
fo  miKh  as  mentioned. 

I  was  going  to  Teal  the  letter,  when 
the  old  marquis  entered  the  room,  t 
was  ftruck  at  this  unexpe£led  vifit,  and 
being  furprized  in  writing,  to  that  de- 
cree that  I  could  fcarct:  rile  to  receive 
him;  *  You  are  writing,  without  doubt, 
'  Jenny,  to  my  Ion,*  cried  the  marquis^ 
fomethingharihiy,  and  fnatchingatthe 
letter,  which  I  lecured  in  a  great  hurryj 

*  I  am  apt  to  think,  by  your  endeavours 

*  to  hide  it  from  me,  you  have  no  mind 

*  to  Itt  me  into  your  i'ecrets.' 

*  I  have  it  in  my  power,  my  lord,* 
anfwered  I,  *  to  convince  you  of  the 

*  contrary,  by  delivering  up  the  fubje^l 

*  of  your  fufpicions ;  but  I   may  cafily 

*  imagine  it  will  be  to  no  purpolc, 
'  after  the  ill  ofhces  that  have  been  done 
'  me,  and  the  manner  in  which  you 
f  have  been  pleafcd  to  treat  rae  by  your 

,      •  j^cntJc- 
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*  gciu!ciian/«— <  Donot  lef  qs  confound 

*  Uiio^t  pray  Jenny/  faid  the  mar- 
cptSy  interruping  mc;,  and  a  little  out 
of  Countenance  ^  *  I  defired  M.  Forfan 
*■  to  niake  a  pro^ial  of  love  to  you  for 

*  nse:  this  was  the  extent  of  his  com^ 

*  mi(Iion»  I  do  not  deny,  but  I  have 
*■  received  fome  informations  concem- 
'  tag  your  conduft  and  deligns }  but 

*  my   intention  was  to  difcourfe  the 

*  matter  in  an  amicable  way  with  you, 
*-  but  gave  him  no  orders  to  fay  anj 
^  thing  on  that  fubje^l.  But  this  is 
*■  foreign  to  the  letter  which  you  hide 
^  from  me.  If  you  fatisfy  me,*  faid 
the  marquis,  fomething  more  politely, 
*'as  to  that  particular,  it  may  be  a 
^  means  to  engage  me  to  do  as  much  on 

*  my  iide.  Few  women  are  without 
^  lovers,  and  it  would  be  furprizing  if, 

*  handfome  as  you  are,  you  fhould  want 

*  one.    The  hazard  you  run  in  ihewing 

*  me  the  letter,  is  my  being  acquainted 

*  with  your  intrigue.  I  promife  fecrcfy 
'  in  the  affair^  and  muft  own  I  had 
'  much  rather  it  were  fo,  thantodifco- 
*■  ver   an    underftandipg  between  you 

*  and  a  fon,  whom  I  would  difown  if 

*  I  found  he  had  difobeyed  my  com- 

*  mands.* 

*  This  is  too  much,  my  lor^,*  cried 
I,  flieddine  a  torrent  of  tears*.  *jou 

*  (hall  be  (atisHed,  which  will  convmce 

*  you   I  am  not  given  to  intriguing. 

*  My  complaifance  involves  your  ne- 

*  phew}  but  he  will  pardon  me,  be- 

*  caufe  I  am  fufpe^ed :  this  is  outrage 
^  upon  outrage.  See,  my  lord,*  con- 
tinued I,  giving  the  letter,  *  if  to  be 

*  ienfible  of  ill  ufage  is  a  crimawith 

*  you,  I  (hall  appear  very  guihy.*  Say- 
ing this,  I  retired  to  my  clofet,  to  give 
full  fcopeto  my  tears. 

The  marquis  was  too  impatient  In 
fatisfying  his  curioiity,  to  Uouble  him- 
felf  with  any  thing  elfe^  he  had  no 
fooner  laid  hold  of  the  letter,  but,  clap- 
ping on  his  fpe£lacles,  he  resid  it  i  eitlier 
he  was  very  ilow,  or. he  went  over  it 
ieveral  times. 

*  May  I  not  be  deceived  myfelf  after 

<  aH  V  cried  he,  not  expelling  he  was 
•verheard.     '  Have  I  not  fuftered  my- 

*  ielf  to  be  prejudiced  before.  I  was 

*  aware }    This  girl's  conduA  is  na- 

*  tural  enough;  Siewas  writing  with - 

<  out  any  guile  whilft  I  was  abfent } 

<  flie  did  not  expc£l  to  fee  me,  and  fure 

*  enough  had  no  defign  of  letting  me  fee 
«  htr  ktter  :  I  muft  ikft  this  matter  to 


<  the,  bottom.*  All  thi»  MSkqay  tf 
heardL  People  when  in  vears  are  apt 
to  do  fo.  I  conceived  fome  hopes  fnim  it« 
There  was  no  occafion  for  counter* 
feiting  grief,  when  the  marquis  came 
"nto  the  clofet  $  it  was  real.  *  There 
is  your  letter,  lovely  Jenny/  faid  he* 
I  am  forry  I  exafted  fuch  a  compli- 
ance from  you,  and  am  more  fo  for 
having  given  occafion  to  this  afiLc- 
tion.  Pardon  me  |  I  will  ftrive  ta 
make  amends,  and  before  I  ftir,  will 
give  you  entire  fatisfaftion  as  to  my 
Aifpi^ioBS,  if  they  are  without  foun* 
dation.  Dry  up  your  tears,  and  let 
us  talk  over  thefe  matters  like  friends. 
I  muft  own,  that  the  dearer  you  are 
to  me,  the  greater  was  my  concent 
at  what  I  heard  $  which  was  diis.  I 
was  informed  that  you  have  a  lover 
who  is  very  dear  to  you,  and  poflefiea 
your  favours  i  that  your  pretences  to 
virtue  ferye  only  to  fet  you  off  and 
dif|:uiie  your  pailions ;  but  that  your 
chief  reaibn  tor  your  a£fe£iation,  is  a 
projeft  you  have  of  making  your  for-» 
tune  by  marria^,  and  that  my  £bn  ta 
the  perfon  you  intend  to  infnare,  by 
reafon  of  the  paflion  you  know  he  has 
for  you.  In  alKthefe  fuppofitions, 
allowing  them  to  be  fuch,  there  are 
fome  truths.  I  am  very  fenfible  my 
Con  perfetElly  adoi'cs  you,  and  that  yoa 
makp  htm  a  tender  retuin,  or  at  leaft 
appear  fb  to  do.  His  misfortune  of 
being  wounded,  and  the  conditioa 
you  wa^s  reduced  to  by  the  news  of  it, 
are  fufiicient  proofs.  Tbefe,  Jenny, 
are  my  perpkxities;  you  heft  can  ttll 
whether  1  am  impoied  on  or  not.* 
I  was  eager  to  r4>lyi  notwithftanding 
my  aftonimment  at  fuch  vile  calumny, 
leil  the  marquis  (houM  imagine  I  wa» 
ftudying  a  jultification.  *  I  am  more 
*  furprized  than  provoked,*  anfwered 
I,  looking  ftedfaftly  on  him,  '  at  fuch 
bafe  inunuations  as  aro  laid  to  mj 
charge  i  my  conduA  thus  far  bafflea 
all  iuch  accufationst  In  caie  I -were 
really  guiltv,  or  difpofed  to  give  Into 
fuch  loofe  behaviour,  as  I  am  tax* 
ed  with,  my  anfvtrer  would  be  very 
fuccin6^;  for  I  ihould  tell  you,  my 
lord,  in  three  words,  that  I  am  not 
accountable  to  you  for  my  adliona, 
having  friends  whofe  protection  would 
flielter  #ne  from  any  refentment  of 
yours :  but,  as  Heaven  has  been  gra* 
cioufly  pleafed  to  guideme  thuf^  lar  m 
a  blamelefs  path,  I  (hall  always  be 
*.  ready 
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<  hciirdtlieioriet,orl«$iiiTCiiiedtliemt 

*  though  I  am  aplnr  to  bdiere  the  otm 

*  than  the  otheri  and  earoeftly  dcfirt  t» 
«  b*fct  right.' 

I  appeared  fo  reiblistc,  that  the  old 
marquis  yielded,  apprcfaendiag  the  de« 
fign  1  had  threatened  to  put  in  execu- 
tion V  and,  indeed,  I  wai  £a  weary  of 
bein^  every  moment  of  late  oTerwhelm- 
ed  with  vexation,  that  I  thought  of  no- 
thing but  a  convent  for  my  relief  i  but 
the  old  marquis'f  reafoni  for  humouring 
nic^  obliged  him  to  comply  on  this  oc* 
cafion.  He  Tent  a  fervant  to  bring  hia 
gentleman,  and  in  the  mean  timebe* 
havtd  with  fo  much  politeneft ,  and  af* 
fured  me  in  fo  handibme  a  manner  I 
Aoold  for  the  future  br entirely  fatis- 
fied  with  his  behaviour,  that  I  gave  him 
my  word  not  to  think  of  a  convent,  pro- 
vided I  was  made  tTSy  by  a  thorough 
difcuiuon  of  the  affair  in  hand  :  bur,  ia 
reality,  this  was  more  owing  to  the  pro* 
raife  I  had  made  Saint  Fal,  than  any  de- 
ference to  him. 

M.  For(ancame;  the  marquis  b^gan 
with  reprimanding  him  for  his  behaviour 
to  me  t  during  which  time  the  wretch 
looked  like  a  fury.  When  his  mafter 
had  done,  he  offered  to  whifper  in  his 
car)  to  excule  himfelf,  I  fuppofe,  or  in*  - 
vent  iome  plaufible  pretexts;  but  the 
marquis,  without  giving  him  the  heal- 
ing, iofifted  upon  his  naiuing  the  au- 
thors of  what  he  had  alledged  agaioft 
roe.  Forfan  turned  pale  at  this ;  but 
his  mafterperfifting  in  his  demand,  ha 
begged  to  be  excufed,  for  fear  of  invojv- 
ing  thole  who,  out  of  a  nootive  of  friend* 
ibip,  had  given  him  the  informatiov. 

<  Thefe  reilbns  arc  deteftable,*  cried  the . 
old  nobleman  in  a  paffion  t  *  an  accula^ 
'  tion  without  proofs  argues  the  accufer 

<  to  be  guilty  }  and  I  he^n  to  believe, 

<  Forfan,  you  had  your  views  in  preju- 

*  dicing  ineagainit  this  young  lady.'— •. 

*  No,  indeed!'  replied  the  sentleman, 
expelling  to  be  dilcharged  if  he  did  tMt 
clear  himfelf.    ■  Why  do  not  you  rpe*4k» 

*  then  ?'  continued  the  marquis  t  *  have 

<  you  lefs  regard  for  me  than  thofe  you 

*  ai^  afraid  to  name?'  Forfan,  betjig. 
fen^ble  he  could  evade  the  diiRculty  09 
longer,  owned  at  la  ft,  that  com!  fig  t» 
my  apartment,  he  met  on  the  ftair-cafe 
a  perton  be  had  formerly  known  $  that 
this  young  woman,  upon  enquiring  his 
bufinefs,  and  finding  it  regarded  me^^, 
Ihmgged  up  her  fliovlJers;  that  iti^-m> 
gin  ing  there  v^as  Ibmetbing  extraordi- 

S  e  nary- 


'  tn^  to  give  fiitisfiiftioii  whenever  my 
'  condtiA  is  called  ia  queftion. 
*  AfiSotfaelali  article,  wherein  vou 

*  art  moft  concerned,  I  value  myfelt  too 

*  moch  upon  truth  and  fuiccrity  to  deny 
'  it.    Yes,  my  lord,  1  was  beloved  by 

*  yovr  Ibn  5  and  1  own  to  you  that  he  is 
'  dear,  and  ever  will  be  fo  to  mc|  this 
'  is  my  crime,  atid  the  fourceof  ail  my 
'  misfortunes,'  continued  I,  in  tears  1 

*  without  that  fatal  pafiion  he  infpired, 
"*  my  days  had  glided  on  in  filent,  bvi 

'  poceful  ohfcurity.  Neverthelefs,  I 
'  «ras  far  from  expe&ing  the  honour 

*  pa  mention  as  my  due:  I  am  not  fo 

*  partially  forgetful  of  myfelf{  but  at 
'  tile  fame  time  be  affured,  no  other  pre- 

*  tenfipns  would  have  made  any  impref- 
'  fion  on  me.* 

I  rtmained  filent  a  moment  i  the  mar- 
JQis  looked  at  me  very  penfively,  and 
leemed  to  waver.  *  You  ftill  fuipca 
'  me,  my  lord,"  continued  I,  *  or  aiv  in*- 
'  cenfed  at  what  1  have  owned :  I  know 

*  how  to  make  every  thing  eafy  p  and 

*  before  this  time  to-morrow,  you  your- 
'  icif  fliall  acknowledge  that  I  rather 
'  deferved  yoiir  pity  than  your  anger, 

*  ahd  gave  you  no  juft  occafion  to  treat 
'  me  io  fo  cruel  a  manner  by  M.  De 
'  Forian*' 

The  marquis,  mortified  with  thi^, 
sod  without  doubt  amazed  at  the  rcfo- 
lution  I  was  taking,  came  and  prefent- 
cd  his  hand.     *  Let  us/  faid  he,  *  love- 

*  Jv  Jenny,  be  reconciled  j  you  are  rc- 
'  iiored  to  my  efteem,  and  I  am  per- 

*  fuaded  you  dcfcrve   it.'—*  No,  my 

*  lord,*  continued  I  very  refolutely, 
'  your  reconciliation  is  as  fickle  as  your 
'  prejudice  -.  I  have  a  rieht  to  think  fo 

*  from  your  cafy  credulity  againft  mj 
'  iiroocence.  After  fuch  ufage,  there  is 
'  nothing  lef|  but  a  convent,  where  I 
'  will  fliut  myielf  up  for  life  i  that  can 
'ftcureme^r-*  •  Ah,  I  will  never  fuffer 
'  itr  cried  the  eld  nobleman :  *  I  have 
'  leciet  reafons  ibr  oppofing  fuch  mea- 
»  fares.*^-«  Without  diving  into  your 
'  lecret»*  replied  I  in  the  fame  tone,  *  I 
'  mttt  be  fo  free  as  to  aflure  you  my  re- 

*  Iblotion  is  unalterable^  except  on  one 

*  conduiob.'-**  What  is  it  V  replied  the 
inarquit,  very  eartie((lv»  *  It  is,'  coo- 
timied  f,  <  to  feod  for  the  amhor  of  ihe le 
'  calumnies  with  which  I  am  afpcrled, 
<  and  oblige  him  to  give  up  my  (ecret 
'  enemies,  who  have  dared  to  blacken 
'  my  charafter,    and  give   him  Aich 

*  fnmnd^s  txi^xmatioQs  -,  f«r  either  he 
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nuT  in  thisy  he  aiked  what  ihe  meant } 
and  that  going  to  her  apartment,  he 
learned  from  her  what  he  thought  was' 
his  duty  to  reveal. 

I  was  no  longer  furprized  at  the  ca- 
lumnies thrown  upon  me.  Women  of 
a  certain  charafbr  never  pafs  over  an 
affront.  Junia,  the  perfon  in  queftion, 
was  ftung  with  the  contempt  1  (hewed 
her,  of  which  mention  was  made  be- 
fore, and  took  this  opportunity  to  af- 
perfe  me  to  Forfan,  wnom  flie  thought 
my  admirer.  I  gave  the  old  marquis 
an  account  of  what  had  pafied  between 
us>  and  had  occafioned  tne  ill-will  (he 
betrayed  in  this  cruel  manner.     *  I  de- 

*  fire,'  faid  I,  *  this  affair  may  been- 
«  tircly  cleared  up.'  And  after  relating 
the  trick  (he  put  upon  me,  and  her 
contrivance  to  Jjain   her  ends  5  *  We 

*  need  only  go  up  dairs,'  faid  I,  '  and 

*  fee  whether  (he  dare  deny  one  fyl- 

*  lable  of  what  I  have  faid.  At  the 
«  worft,  the  cler^man  I  employed  on 
<  that  pccafion  will  not  be  refufed  as  an 

*  incomp^cnt  witnefs.'  The  marquis 
endeavoured  to  divert  this  refolution, 
by  a(ruring  me  he  was  perfectly  fa- 
tisiied  j  but  I  was  worked  up  to  a  pitch 
not  to  be  di(ruaded  :  and,  to  make  me 
eafy,  the  marquis  fent  in,  his  own  name 
to  defire  (he  woul4  come  down,  telling 
me  very  politely  that  it  was  the  lealt 
fhe  could  do,  and  that  he  ilid  not  think 
flie  was  fo  much  her  own  enemy  as  to 
refufe  him.  Forfan  offered  to  cany  the 
meifage,  daubtleis  in  order  to  prepare 
her ;  but  his  matter  ordered  him  to  (tay, 
and  fent  one  of  his  pages.  The  gentle- 
woman, who  had  a  refpefl  for  the  mar-* 
quiSj  and  beikies  never  dreamed  of 
what  was  tranfa^Une,  came  with  an 
air  of  a&rance,  as  it  nothing  had  been 
fhe  matter.  It  is  true,  fuch  women 
have  foreheads  of.  brafs,  and  are  not  tQr 
be  put  out  of  countenance. 

I-  wa»  going  to  enter  on  the  fubje^l, 
and  complain  of  her  eseprefiions  to  M. 
Forfan  concerning ,  me  $  but  the  mar* 
GUIS  rDtermpted  me  very  politely,  and 
deiired  leave  to  explain  himfelf.  He 
entreated  JUnia  in  a  few  words  to  oblige 
lum,  by  relating  what  had  pzStd  b^* 
Cween  her  and  Forfan;  giving  hi«  word| 
that  no  ufe  (hould  be  made  of  it,  but 
that  he  had  particular  i^ibns  to  dif^ 
cover  whether  what  he  had  heand  was 
ttonfarmable  fo  what  (he  had  faid.  The 
young  gentlewoman,  who  knew  the' 
marquis  ^as  not  to  b^  put  offj  owned. 


that  by  way  of  banter  (he  had  t»1<f  For^ 
fan,  imagining  he  was  in  love  with  me, 
that  he  viras  like  to  lofe  his  labour,  for 
that  I  had  an  admirer  of  a  rank  hr 
fi;perior.  The  marquis  enauired  whom 
(he  meant.  *  Your  own  felf,  my  lord,* 
replied  (he  very  gallantly  :   <  we  know 

*  you  are  no  woman-hater;  and  that 

*  you  often  vifit  this  lady  was  no  fe- 

*  cret,  whence  I  concluded  I  vras  not 

*  miftaken.  In  a  word,  I  di^  np^ 
'  think  M.  Forfan  had  been  bom  yef- 
<  terdayj   but,   if  he  faid   any  more 

*  than  what  I  have  repeated^  he  it  an 

*  impoftor  and  a  villain.     As  for  this 

*  lady,  1  a(k  her  pardon  :  but  (he  mieht 

*  haVe  fpared  me  this  trouble.'  Saymg 
this,  (he  made  the  marquis  a  gented 
curtfey,  and  retired. 

I  dare  fay,  the  gentleman  would  have 
given  all  he  was  worth  to  have  avoided 
this  fcene :  he  had  fuch  a  mournful 
look,  that  I  really  pitied  him.  The 
old  marauis  eyed  him  from  head  to 
foot  for  lome  time  without  (peaking  a 
word  ;  but  it  was  eafy  to^  difcemed 
he  was  highly  provoked.  *  M.  Forfan,* 
faid  he,  *  yoii  have  abufed  the  confi- 

*  dence  I  rcpofed  in  you :  that  I  am  con- 
'  vinced  of  this,  you  will  eaiily  believe. 

*  After  fuch  a  proof  of  your  deceit  and 

*  malice,  prefume  not  ever  to  appear 

*  before  nie.     Begone!' 

Theft  I  a  ft  words  were  uttered  fo  ftern- 
ly,  that  the  poor  gentleman  retired  very 
liibinKTively.  Far  from  being  pleafed 
at  the  viiitory  I  bad  gained,  I  was  (brry 
for  being  the  occafion  of  his  difgrace, 
and  endeavoured  to  reinftate  him  in  his 
maltcr's  favour,  by  fuing  for  hit  par- 
don. *  No,  MademoifelTe,'  replied  the 
marquis  with  (bme  remains  of  emodon  ^ 

*  I  am  eaiily  impofed  on   once,   but 

*  never  a  fecond  time.' 

When  tliis  (torm  was-  over,  the  mar- 
quis defned  the  favour  of  dining  with 
me  the  next  day,  adding,  he  was  oblig- 
ed to  leave  me  by  buiinefs  that  could 
not  be  deferred  ^  but  the  next  dSy  fie 
dedicated  to  me,  having  affa?rs  of  the 
laft  confequence  to  comnnnncate,  which 
regarded  us  both.  He  ufed  a  thoufairf 
obliging  exprelfions)  and  bes^ged  I 
would  forget  the  uneafmefs  he  had  oc* 
cafioned,  alFuring  me  he  (hoitld  ihort- 
ly  make  me  ample  amends.  I  had  fur 
mucli  reafon  to  be  (atisfied  with  his  h<N 
haviouF^  that  I  received  his  civilities* 
with  the  complaifance  due  to  tbem^ 
The  air  with  which  I  expreiM  myfclf 
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on  the  octaGoD,  reftoredhis  ufual  ch«ar- 
fulnefss  and  it  muA  be  owned,  that 
oonfideriDg  his  years,|  he  was  exceed- 
ing divexttng.  We  parted  verv  good 
friends,  and  Aire  enough  I  little  tnought 
of  the  troubles  into  which  he  was  go- 
iag  to  involve  me. 

The  next  day,  Tbur(day,  which  I 
fliall  never  forget  as  long  as  I  live,  Bar- 
bara waked  me  at  (ix,  to  tell  me  that  a 
man  of  about  thirty,  very  indifferently 
drefled,  and  led  like  a  blind  man  bv  a 
nttle  boy  of  feven  years  old,  deiired  to 
fpeak  with  roe.  *  Good  Godl  dear 
'  Barbara,*  cried  I,  *  could   you  not 

*  have  told  the  troubleibnie  fellow  I 
'  was  in  bed,  without  di Curbing  me  V 
*•*  Good  lack!*  cried  Barbara,  in- 
terrupting me,  *  do  you  think  I  am  a 

*  fool  ?  Why,  I  bid  him  be  gone  about 
^  his  buiinefs   twenty  times.'—*    So 

*  much  the  worfc*'  replied  I  j  *  you 
f  ihould  not  affront  people.  Could  you 
f  not  have  (ent  him  away  civilly,  and 
^  put  hin^  o^  to  a  more  convenient 

*  time?  Perhaps  he  has  fomething  of 
'  moment  to  {ay  to  me :  but  ftnce  it  is 

*  too  lat^,  let  us  fay  no  more  of  it. 

*  Go,  iee  what  he  would  have,  and 
'  tell  him  he  miift  not  expe£l  to  be  ad-^ 
'  mitted  till  I  know  his  bufmefs/  My 
auotleft  me,  muttering  fomething  to 
bedel fj  it  was  her  cuftom  whenever  I 
feprimanded  her.  It  is  very  commend- 
able to  behave  with  miidnefs  to  thofe 
who  ierve  us  $  but  too  much  familiarity 
muft  be  equally  avoided:  they  imme- 
diately refent  the  fuperiority  which  is 
mlly  your  due,  and  oblige  you  either 
to  \Kir  with  thtir  impertinence,  or  part 
with  a  good  fervant.  I  had  ofien  con- 
fidered  this  $  but  I  have  mentiontd  my 
reafons  for  a6^ing  otherwife.  She  was 
ray  aunt  after  all,  fooner  or  later  (he 
^vould  find  it  out :  and  I  was  willing  to 
behave  in  fuch  a  manner  on  that  ac  • 
punt,  as  to  oblige  her  to  o^n>  that  I 
carried  myfelf  as  much  like  a  niece  as 
a  miftrefs  :  this  I  had  laid  dqwn  as  a 
rule,  and  was  careful  in  obferving  it. 

My  good  aunt  returned  dancing  for 
ioy.  <  Good  news.  Madam  \\  faid  fl)e, 
'  the  gentleman  was  in  the  right  to  dif- 
^  turb  you}    he  fays,  he  brings  you 

*  the  beft  tidings  your  heart  can  wifli, 
'  and  that  l|e  is  jcomt  to  dry  up  the 
'  tears  be  knows  you  have  uied,  and 
'  continue  daily  to  (hed  on  his  account- 

*  Look^e,*  continued  flie,  ^  I  was  fu 
'  {tUafed  to  hear  km  talk  thus,  that. 


'  if  I  durft,  I  would  have  taken  him 

<  about  the  neck.' 

What  could  I  gather  from  all  this  ? 
I  imagined  my  aunt  was  gone  diftrafi* 
ed.  *  Pray,  whatlias  this  blind  roan/ 
cried  I,   '  to  do  with  what  you  roeo- 

*  tion  ?  What  is  his  buiinefs  with  roe  )* 
— >*  Faith,  Madam,  I  cannot  tell,*  nt- 
plied  Barbara  ;    '  I  only  repeat   hit 

*  words  )  you  may  be  better  informed^ 

<  if  you  pleafe ;  you  need  only  give  roc 
'  leave  to  bring  him  hither.*— <  Uo  fo/ 
continued   I    very  uneafyj    *  I  don*t 

<  know  what  to  moke  of  this  affair** 
I  had  no  fooner  faid  this,  but  Barbara 
left  me,  and  in  a  moment  the  blind  man 
and  his  boy  appeared. 

*  Go  on,  child,*  cried  he  as  ibon  as 
he  entered  the  room,  *  that  I  may  throw 

*  myfelf  into  her  arms ;  goon«  Where 
'  is  (he,  my  dear  wife  whom  I  have 
^  ever  loved  fo  tenderly,  and  who  has 

*  died  a  thoufand  times  at  the  report  of 

*  my  ^eath  ?  Why  does  (he  not  prevent 

*  my  tender  embraces?  Does  not  ihe 

*  fee  me  yet  f  Is  not  this  her  chamber  V 
— **  Yes,  indeed,  papa,*  replie4  the 
little  boy,  who  had  (topped  on  my  ma)e- 
ing  a  hgn  to  Barbai-a  to  fend  them 
away  {  *  we  are  now  in  our  chamber^ 

*  (he  is  there,  but  I  fee  plaii)  enough  (be 

*  has  no  mind  to  knpw  us.*— <  Hold 

<  your  prating,  faucebox  1*  replied  the 
blind  man,  (faking  him  by  the  Ihoulder 
he  had  hold  of.     *  Do  not  you  fee,  iir- 

*  rah,  that  too  frreat  joy  renders  this 

<  lovely  fpoufe  immoveable?  Heaven 
. «  prefervc  her  wits  !  Bring  me  immt- 

'  diately  to  her,  who  alone  can  recover 

*  her.     After  fo  long  an  abfence,  and 

*  the  belief  of  my  death,   no  wonder 

*  joy  overwhelms  her.     If  grief  (bm«« 

<  times  kills,  pleafure  as  often  d^f 
«  ftroys.' 

The  figure  of  the  blind  man,  odd 
enough  in  itfelf,  his  arms  ('winging 
about  like  pne  feeling  for  fomething, 
and  his  ftrange  difcourfe,  all  together 
appeared  lo  ridiculous,  that  [  burft  into 
a  (it  of  laughter.  *  Hey-day  V  criad 
hcf  *  what  IS  tl>e  meaning  of  this? 

*  Am  i  made  a  laughing- (lock,  or  am 

<  I  mi  (taken  ?  Am  I  not  in  the  houfe 

*  oi  Madame  Pes  Roches,  who  paAet 

*  for  aq  pfiScer's  widow  ?*— •  You  arc 

*  iight  fure  enough,*   cried  my  good 

*  iayVit  s  nothing  can  be  more  certalii.*<— 
f  Why  then  this  immoderate  mirth  T 
continued  the  blind  man,   *  Am  I  fi^- 

<  got,  or  pot  worth  owaipgi  bocati(eZ 
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*  hxvc  the  misfortune  to  lofe  m^  e3re» 

*  fight,  and  am  a  little  ditfiguiied  by  it  ? 
'  Really,  I  could  not  have  believed  that 

*  a  wife  yho  has  fo  great  obligations 

*  to  mcy  apd  from)  whom  I  have  done 

*  (b  mqch,  could  make  fo  unjp;rateful  a 

*  return.  Patience  \  we  will  fee  the  end 
'*  of  it.  In  the  mean  time,  without  any 
^  ceremony,  here  I  take  up  myquar- 

*  ters.  Wherever  my  wife  is,  there 
^  is  my  home,-  and  let  me  fee  who  dare 
<  put  me  out.* 

This  conclufion  was  fo  far  from  pro- 

iroktng  me,  that  it  only  made  me  laugh 

the  more.    In  reality,  nothing  could 

1)emore  whimfical  than  all  this  non- 

fcnfe,  and  a  foimal'deiign  of  takiiM^ 

poflefllon  of  mv  houfe  under  fo  fooli£ 

a  piietext.    Barbara,  whom  I  told  in  a 

whifper  that  I  did  not  know  the  man, 

and  that  he  was  certainly  mad,  fell  a 

latf^hing  as  Ifeartily  as  myfelf;    (he 

ima^ned,  that  to  free  me  from  his  im> 

pertinence,  ihe  need  only  take  him  by 

the  arm  and  lead  him  out:    but  the 

furious  blind  man,  provoked  at  her 

boldnefs,  called  her  names,  ftruck  her 

with  his  cane,  fwearinr  like  a  trooper, 

and  threatening,  that  if  any  one  pre- 

iumed  to  come  ^within  his  reach,   he 

would  lay  about  him.    My  turn  was 

next.  *  Huify!*  cried  he,  /peaking  to 

ne,  *  is  this  the  reception  yt>u  afford  a 

huiband,  who  has  fearched  you  fo 

long,  after  being  gratified  in  confide- 

ration  of  my  iervices,  and  even  turn* 

ed  my  fuppofed  death  to  your  ad  van* 

tage  ?  It  is  a  crying  fliame,  and  gives 

room  to  AifpeA  a  gallant  fuppltes  my 

place }  and   that,  appR*hending  my 

return  (hould  put  a  itop  to  your  evil 

condu£l,^you  pretend  not  to  know 

me,  in  order  to  inidulee  your^if  in 

an  infamous  courie  of  lite.    But  I 

woqld  hafe  you  know,  Madam,  I 

have  friends  and  right  on  my  fide, 

which  will  prove  too  hard  for  you, 

and  afford  me  due  vengeance,  as  your 

vile  proceedings Juftly  defcrve.    I  am 

known,  I  may  uiy  rnTpefled  J  and  if 

you  are  fp  much  your  pwn  enemy,  as 

to  perjfift  in  this  fcandalouf  obftinacy, 

I  will  make  you  know  in  four  and 

twenty  hours,  a  huiband  like  me  is  not 

to  be  trampM  upon  with  impunity.^ 

The  fcrious  air  with  which   thejfe 

wofds  were  pronounced,  and  die  godd 

lenfe  they  contained,  began  to  niake 

neuneaiy.    '  I  am  much  concerned, 

*  Sir,*  faid  I,   *  at  the  Hl-manntrs  I 


*  have  undefignedly  bton  guilty  of,  not 

*  in  regard  of  your  perfon,  but  your 

*  difcourfe,  which  I  do  not  comprehend « 

*  Your  miftake  is  owing  to  the  names 
'  agreeing  together  $  but,  I  afliire  you, 

<  I  am  an  utter  ftranger  to  you.'— » 

*  A  ftranger  to  me,    perfidious  wq- 

*  man  !*  replied  the  officer  very  eameft- 
ly.    <  What,  did  I  not  take  you  from 

*  the  wretched  condition  you  was  in, 
'  to  make  ybu  what  you  are  ?  Have  £ 

*  not  bad  feveral  children  by  you,  of 

*  which  this,  the  only  one  left,  is  aa 

*  like  you  as  he  can  ftare  ?  Go,  you  are 

*  an  ungrateful  creature,  and  the  moft 

*  deceitful  of  women.    I  ought  not  to 

*  have  any  thing  to  do  with  yoo  for  the 

*  future ;  and,  if  it  vras  not  for  the 
'  pleafure  of  revenge,   and  to  punifh 

*  your  wickednefs,  I  would  abandon 

*  you  to  your  evil  deftiny.' 

.  *  But,  Sir,*  replied  I,  (peaking  in  a 
very  fubmiflive  manner,   *  keep  your 

*  temper :    do  not  expofe  vourlelf  tQ 

*  the  talk  and  laugfatep  of^the  town« 
'  Inform  yourfelf  better,  and  you  will 

*  perceive  your  error. 'r—*  There  ia  tiO 

*  bearing  this!*  pried  the  exafperate^ 
blind  man :  *  there  is  no  bearing  this  i 

*  And  fince  you  perfitt  in  refuting  to 

*  receive  n^e  for  your  huiband,  I  witl 

*  force  you  to  it  before  I  have  done. 

*  Would  to  Heaven  I  had  never  known 

*  you  !  If  you  have  a  mind,  you  may 

*  walk  off,*  continued  he.  *  Follow, 
'  fince  you  are  bent  on  it,  your  v^retch- 

*  ed  way  of  life,  I  will  not  ftir  a  tlep 

<  to  hinder  you ;  but,  alfure  yourfclf, 

*  I  (hall  make  this  my  home,  and  all 
'  the  devils  in  heil  (hall  not  drive  me 

*  out.  Alas,  alas  I— -Here,  child,'  add- 
ed he,  (peaking  to  the  little  boy,  <  call 
'  up  my  man  with  the  trunks,  and  then 

*  let  him  go  to  the  cook*s  (hop   for  ' 

*  fomething  to  eat ;  I  muft  not  expeft 

*  any  thing  here :  after  that  I  will  fend 

*  for  a  commi(fai'y;   it  is  be(t  to  do 

*  things  according  to  law." 

I  was  fo  confounded  and  perplexed 
with  this  odd  fcene,  that  I  knew  not 
what  to  fay.     Barbara  cried,   *  Whnt 

*  muft  we  do  V  AM  really,  to  fee  m* 
ftandlng  in  amaze,  any  one  would 
have  concluded  the  blind  man  had  really 
been  my  huiband. 

My  pretended  hu(band*s  orders  were 
pun^ually  obeyed  $  the  trunks  were 
Drought  into  my  bed-chamber.  A  fer> 
vant,  w(io(e  whi(kers  terrified  me,  took 
out  a  night-gojffn,  undre^Mi  his  nia(te% 

and. 
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tod,  RcrifiBg  Ut  didcff  in  hit  «ar» 
bid  the  docbi  but  noc'  findiiig  the  key 
b  the  beaofcty  without  any  ceremony 
made  the  lock  flj*  took  what  be  want- 
ed, and  in  every  thiaff  hehaiwd  at  if  he 
had  bcin  at  home.  Let  any  one  ima- 
giaewhtt  eiled  thit  mutt  have,  and  whe- 
ther I  waa  nnconccmed.    But,  to  go  on. 

Barbara,  frigbtmcd  at  well  at  I  at  the  < 
naD*twhiftertt  and  roagh  behaviour  in 
fordag  opts  the  beaufet,  began  to  call  for 
hdp«  Her  criet  awaked  me  out  of  the 
dnnwt,  by  mai&tng  me  reflect  that  ihe 
wooM  diaw  a  crowd,  whofe  judgment 
«oidd  be  farmed  on  appearance  and 
myfiippoicd  ho(band*t  prtteniionti  the 
dnifiont  of  the  populace  are  feldom 
eaided  bv  any  thing  elie,  and  generally 
larour  toe  unfortunate.  Daily  expe- 
neace  ihewt,  the  crowd  will  Oied  tean 
for  a  man  on  the  fcaiFold,  whom  they 
have  curfed  during  his  profpertty,  and 
coodfmned  without  remorie. 

After  my  pretended  ho(band  had 
Blade  a  hearty  breakfaft,  and  aibyed 
lone  of  hit  ill-humour  at  well  at  hit 
appetite,  he  deputed  the  terrible  Swift 
to  yaiiidt  ne  to  comply  without  com- 
pnlSfioB  \  to  prevent,  at  he  faid,  giving 
icaadal.  I  had  retired  to  my  clofet, 
•and  was  con6dering  how  to  difpede 
this  cruel  ftorm.  I  could  not  tell  what 
npiy  &  make  t^  mediator,  being  fo 
much  terrified,  that  I  wat  incapable  of 
fming  any  refolution.  In  thit  extre- 
nity  I  told  hit  frightful  envoy,  that 
bis  mafter  might  aA  at  he  thought  fit; 
hot  that  ndtlKr  hit  threatt  nor  intereft 
Aottid  ever  dnw  from  me  the  foolifh* 
acknowledgment  he  required}  that  I 
could  not  imagine  iipon  what  grounds 
he  h9d  forged  Tuch  pretenfions,  but  did 
not  donbt,  in  a  few  hours,  to  make  him 
aihtmed  of  them. 

The  Swils,  rolling  his  ey^s  very  fu- 
rionfly  at  this  anfwer,  replied  in  his 
broken  language,  «  We'll  fee,  welJi 
'  fee,  whether  you'll  pafs  this  trick  up- 
'  on  us.  Mine  Goth !  mine  Goth  !* 
added  he,  by  way  of  reflexion,  at  he 
went  out,  f  how  daceitful  are  women  ! 
'  Wjie  betide  thofe  who  foiitr  thtm- 
^  iefares  to  be  fwrfed  by  them  V 

f  UeasrvDt  r  ciied  I,  after  he  wat  gone, 

*  what  fate,  what  misfortunes  purine  me! 
'  Wat  ever  wretch  thus  overwhehned  \ 

*  Sore  fnch  advimtuvef  a|«  nifervtd  for 
'  me  alone  V  ISarbara  came  rhnning 
to  tell  me  the  blind  m^ n  wat  throwitfjg 
Ihiagf  about,  and  rummaging  every  cor- 


ner at  if  It  wat  hit  own.  I  afleed  her 
what  flie  adviM  me  to  do.  <  To 
'  make  your  comphiinti*  anfwered  fhe& 

*  to  call  in  the  neighbourt,  and  demand 

<  juftice.*  The  advice  wit  not  amifa 
where  a  peribn  had  no  realbnt  to  be 
concealed;  but  for  me  it  wat  running  too 
^at  a  hazard.  Vanity  would  not  fuf<- 
ier  me  to  declare  who  I  wat;-  belidetp 
enquiry  would  be  made  why  I  changed 
'  my  name.  Not  knowing,  in  fine,  which 

way  to  turn  m3rfelf,  I  heard  the  old 
marquio^t  coach  ftop  at  the  door:  I 
made  no  queftion  but  his  presence  and 
quality  would  relieve  and  free  me  from 
the  terrible  fiege  I  undeiwent  in  my  own 
hottfe.  I  fent  mv  aunt  to  acmiaint  him 
with  what  had  happened,  defiring  he 
would  come  into  the  clofet.  The 
Swiis^t  whiflcert  carried  too  much  ter- 
tor  for  me  to  face,  as  I  muft  have  done 
had  I  gone  to  receive  the  marquis  at  the 
door. 

He  wat  much  furprited  at  the  refa" 
tion,  but  could  not  forbear  laughing  at 
my  perplexity.    ■  Keally,*  faid  he,  *  the 

*  advent\ire  it  uncommon.  Surely  no 
'  one  in  his  fenfet  ever  was  guilty  of 

*  fuch  a  piece  of  folly !  Let  me  try  to 
'  open  the  blind  man's  eyes,  at  leaii  as 

<  to  this  aflair,  and  fee  whether  he  will 
«  take  ni^  word.' 

After  informing  me  of  hit  deiign  to 
diffipate  the  ftorm,  he  went  into  my 
chamber,  where  my  pretended  hufband 
was  fmoakiiig  hit  pipe.  He  enquired 
whether  it  wat  tnie,  that,  without  rhyme 
or  reafon,  he  had  taken  pofleflion  of  a 
lady*s  apartment,  whofe  rank  wat  fuch 
as  not  to  be  infulted  by  any  one. 

The  blind  man,  informed  by  his  Ton 
what  nobleman  had  entered  the  room, 
and  judging  it  was  him  who  fpoke,  an- 
fwered with  great  reipe6t,  that  he  knew 
his  difKnce  too  well  to  conteft  with  the 
Marquis  of  L.  V.  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  he  belie v^ii  htm  too  equitable  to 
condemn  an  unfortunate  man  unheac^. 
'  Certainly,*  replied  the  marquis ;  ■  but 
«  if  you  will  take  my  word.  Sir,  you 
«  may  fave  yourfelf  the  trouble  of  prov- 

*  ing  what  f  know  to  be  impoflible.  I 
«  have  known  the  lady  from  her  child- 

*  hood ;  no  eircumftance  of  her  life  has 

*  efcapedmc;  and  am  convinced  fliene- 

*  ver  was  your  wife,  whatever  you  al- 

*  ledge.*—*  My  lord, ^  cried  the  blind 
man,  intcrniptinfg  him,  '  I  find  you  afe 
*•  'prpjudired ;  An<4,  nofwithftaildfng  all 

*  I  can  fay,  will  not  change  your  opi- 

*  aion* 
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nion.  I  fliall  not  pretend  to  over-rule 
a  perfon  of  your  quality  ;  but  I  am 
too  well  acquainted  witlvthe  cbarafler 
of  the  Marquis  of  L.  V.  to  appre- 
hend he  will  employ  his  power  in  ty- 
rannizing over  an  officer  who  has  ferved 
his  prince^  as  his  melancholy  wounds 
witner8  4  and  all  this  to  fupport  a  wo< 
man  whole  behaviour  ihews  her  void 
of  virtue  and  honour.  Yours,  my 
lord,  will  prevail  with.you  to  remain 
neuter  in  the  difpute.  Law  and  evi- 
dence muft  decide  it;  I  beg  you  will 
permit  me  to  have  recourfe  to  them, 
and  in  the  mean  time  to  remain  where  I 
know  I  ought  to  be  nwfter,  and  whence 
nobody  ihall  drive  me  withoutpaying 
dearly  for  it.  I  have  the  misfortune 
to  be  deprived  of  my  eye-fi^bt,  but 
f  my  heart  is  ftilj  good.* 

The  marquis  was  fatisfied  from  what 
}ie  heard,  that  I  did  not  exaggerate  the 
man^s  obftinacy :  he  was  fo  furpiized, 
that  he  remained  filent  for  fome  mo- 
Inents.    It  was  doubtlefs  in  confidera- 
tion  of  the  name  of  officer,  which  the 
blind  man  took  upon  him,  and  which 
arries  fome  refpc^,  that  the  marquis 
did  not  procee4  to'  ei^tremities.     *  Is 
there  no  way^   Sir,*   continued   the 
marquis,  *  to  compromil'e  the  matter 
for  the  prefent  ?  In  cafe  you  are  real- 
ly her  buiband  ihe  mult  comply:  you 
will  always  have  it  in  your  choice  to 
live  with  ner }  and  it  would  be  in  vaiii 
to  endeavour  to  prevent  it,  when  once 
you  have  proved  your  title  j  but,  till 
that  is  put  beyond  difpute,  you  caa- 
not  inlift  upon  living  with  her,  if  (he 
difclaims  you  for  a  hulband.     What 
I  have  to  propofe,  and  I  think  Would 
be  very  proper,  is,  that  you  would 
accept  of  aA  apartment  in  my  houfe 
till  the  aifair  be  ended.     I  flatter  my- 
felf,  neither  of  you  can  obje£i  againft 
this,  nor  do  I  fee  what  you  can  do 
better  on  the  occaiion/ 
The  propofal  feemed  very  reafonable| 
but  we  had  to  do  with  a  headftrong 
man,  who  would  no^  eafily  yield.    <  I 
'  am  exceedingly  concerned,*  replied 
he,  *  that  my  honour  will  not  permit 
«  me  to  accept  of  your  favourable  pro- 

*  pofal.    I  fliould  injure  myfelf  vety 

*  much,  if  I  abated  the  leaft  tittle  of 

*  my  preteniions!  my  wife  is  young 
<  and  handfbme)    you  take  her  pari. 

*  This  may  occaiion  fome  talk  that 

*  will  i^ot  be  agreeable  to  me^  and  I 


<  am  not  in  a  humo<ttr-»*    <  Nay,  thU 

*  is  too  much,"  cried  the  marquis,  pro- 
voked to  find  himfelf  (o  unreasonably 
conti'adi£ted,  and  nettled  at  this  fly  in- 
fmuation.     *  Since  you  perfift  in  not 

*  hearing  reafon,*  laid  the  noblemas, 
.very  fternly,  *  you  ma  ft  be  ooRvioced 

*  that  you  are  wrong.     Fetch  me  a 

*  commifiary}   his  pcefence,  perhafiSy 

<  may  have  more  weight  $  and  acquaint 

*  him  I  defire  he  wdl  favour  us  with 

*  his  company;    We  will  iee  whether 

*  he  will  not  take  my  word  with  «iq;ard 

*  to  this  lady.'  Saying  this,  be  pre- 
fented  his  hand,  and  led  me  into  an- 
other room,  telling. me,  with  afmile,  to 
make  myfelf  eafy,  and  that  I  (hould 
foon  be  divorced  from  my  pretended 
hoiband. 

This  odd  affair  opened  a  whole  field 
of  i-aiJlery.  *  Had  you  been  reaUy 
married,*  faid  the  marquis,  *  this 
would  never  have  happened.  Do  not 
you  think,  you  would  have  been  finely 
catchcd,  if  Madam  juilice,  who  fre- 
quently blunders,  (hould  have  con- 
demned you  to  fpend  your  da^ys  with 
this  an^iable  blind  man  ?*— -'  Ah,  my 
lordt*  cried  I,  interrupting  him, 
do  not  name  it  j  I  wtould  fooner  die 
than  c<miply  with  fuch  a  Icntence, 
Believe  me,  I  have  taken  an  aveHion, 
I  know  not  why,  to  tl)c;  ihan$  I  mean 
fuch  an  averfion  as  I  nevei*  experience^ 
before,*—'  You  would  love  nim  not- 
withftanding,*  replied  the  macquisy 
if  once  he  was  adjudged  to  be  you^ 
hufband.'  Do  not  you  know  that 
marriage  creates  love?'  — <  Perha|is 
Coy*  replied  I,  laughing  very  heartily, 
if  fuch  a  whimficai  union  viras  in  due 
form^  but  confider,  if  you  pleaie, 
that  in  living  with  this  terrible  officer, 
in  (lead  of  being  his  wife,  I  ihould 
very  innocently  be  his  mifti^efs,  and 
the  more  tp  be  pitied,  inafinuch 
That  would  be  the  jeft,*  cried  the 
marquis,  lau^hinc;  exceflively;  <  you 
'  would  be  his  miftrefs  j  and^  knowing^ 
that  to  be  the  cafe,  you  would  he 
obliged  by  Uw  to  behave  like  a  duti- 
ful wif«.*    ■ ' 

A  fervant,  who  Iwought  word  the 
commiffiiry  was  come,  put  an  end  to 
the  converfation.  Being  introduced,' 
he  feemed  furprized  at  tlie  affair,  and 
told  the  marquis  very  plainly,  he  could 
not  take  cognizance  of  itj  diat  being 
m  inferior  magiftratCt.  he  could  onfy 
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ptttctA  by  wvf  ^  J  e'|Mt A  ntitioiiy  not 
by  jvrHibftiMi  tmii»  I  tltd  not  then 
imderihnd.  Hs  added,  that  he  could 
not  enfilov  force,  unlefs  it  were  in  cafe 
of  fcaiidai  or  violence.  Neither  did  be 
Hop  there  $  but  (aid  likewife,  that  no- 
thing was  more  natural  than  for  a  huf- 
band  to  live  with  his  wife,  and  that  it 
would  be  very  ridiculoas  for  a  comoiif- 
lary  to  turn  a  man  out  of  his  own 
houfe,  unMs  it  was  proved  as  clear  as 
light  that  he  was  an  impoftorf  and  that 
even  then,  he  could  not  pretend  to  dc- 
Mnnine  the  afBfiir,  but  only  escecute  the 
orders  of  bis  iViperiors. 

<  That  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  Mr. 

*  Conuniflary,*  cried  the.  marquis,  tak* 
ing  hinn  up  very  Ihort,  *  that  if  this 

*  impofter  Ihould  infift  upon  what  his 
'  preiended  wife  cannot  agree  to,  and 
'  apBcala  to  you,  you  would  refule  to 

*  w&i  but,  v^ile  the  aHair  remained  in 

*  iiifeenft,  «^t  would  you  have  the 
'  laoy  do,  if  her  periecutor  would  not 
«  be  icfiifed  ?   Would  you  have  her, 

*  diou^  Ac  be  not  his  wife,  obey  an 
«  imaginary  ties  ^^t  in  fine,  comply  V 
— ^  I  do  not  lay  ib  neither,*  replied  the 
magiftrale,  in  ibme  confiifioo.    *  I  un- 

*  dertoid  ■  *  '  V«ry  little,*  replied 
the  marquis.     '  I  fee  1  muft  be  at  the 

*  trouble  of  going  myfelf,  to  one  who 
«  will  teach  you  your  duty  on  the  like 

*  eccaisons,    iince  you  are  at  a  iofs 

*  irfaat  to  do.  In  the  mean  time.  Sir, 
*-  I  de&re  you  will  ftay  with  the  lady,  to 

*  prevent  any  infult  during  my  ablencc. 
'  1  am  going  to  Monficur  De  -— -,  and 

*  vnl!  beback  inftantly.' 

The  commiflary  was  not  a  little  fur- 
prised  at  the  marquis's  refolution,  and 
manner  of  explaining  himfelf  j  but  ftill 
he  perfifled  in  his  opinion,  and  told  me 
that  be  faw  no  other  expedient  than  for 
me  to  go  to  feme  friend*s  houfe  ti li- 
the affiur  vras  determined.  This  pro- 
po(al  provoked  me  fe  much,  that  1  did 
not  vouchfefe  him  any  anfwer.  I  placed 
myfelf  at  the  window,  mufmg  on  my 
■usfortunef  till  the  marquis's  return: 
anf  one  will  imagine  1  did  not  want  for 
natter. 

It  feldom  happens,  but  that  hfi  the 
ihidft  of  vexations  feme  moments  of 
comfort  intervene4  Such  I  tfteemed  a 
letter  which  was  brought  roe  from  Me- 
licowt*  I  fluMild  have  been  ciiielly 
perplated  to  have  received  it  in  the  old 
manpii3*f  pcti«Bce|  at  the  contcnu  will 


<  T  Lofenot  a  nuBule,  MadcaioifeIle» 
JL  '  in  making  you  eafy :  the  inclofed 

*  will  explain  itfelf  better  than  any  thing 

*  1  can  (ay,  and  I  Ihould  blame  myfelf 

*  for  taking  up  a  time  fo  precious^  by 

*  delaying  the  fatisfaAion  1  am  periuad- 
'  ed  vou  are  going  ^to  receive.    Thia 

*  nignt^I  fetout,  and  at  my  return  in- 

*  tend  myfelf  the  honour  of  vratting  on 

*  you  with  an  account  of  mv  journey. 

<  I  am,  with  the  greateft  re(peA,  Ma«> 


*  demoifeUe, 


«  Your,  &c*' 


Let  the  reader  imagine  my  tcanfports. 
A  letter  from  the  young  marquis !  1 
opened  it  with  great  eagemefs.  It  was 
as  follows. 

*  'VTO  words  can  exprefs  my  grati- 
JlN  *  tude,  my  lovely  Jenny  i  how 

<  have  I  deferved  the  confideration  you 

<  thus  (hew  me  ?   Could  I  even  flatter 

*  myfelf  with  fuch  a  thought,  after  the 

<  cruel  injuftice  I  committed  ?  Nothmg 

<  lefs  than  Death  ought  to  expiate  my 

*  offence:  if  he  withold  his  hand,  it  ia 

<  to  fpare  a  life  you  value,  and  give  roe 

*  an  opportunity  of  receiving  your  par- 
'  don. 

*  The  ufe  I  (hall  make  of  future 

*  days,  as  I  owe  them  to  you,  will  be 

*  no  other  than  what  will  contribute  to 

*  make  you  happy.    I  wait  roy  reco- 

*  very,  and  the  end  of  the  campaign, 

*  with  impatience,    that  I   may  make 

*  you  mine,  and  declare  to  roy  father  I 

*  cannot  live  without  you. 

*  The  Marquis  of  L.  V. 

*  Be  under  no  concern  for  my  wound  | 

*  I  am  affured  of  a  compleat  cure  in 

*  eight  days.     The  joy  of  healing  from 

*  you  was  a  fovcreign  balm,  whofe  ex- 

<  cellence  ftill  has  it's  effeft.  Meli* 
'  court,  for  whom  I  have  a  cordial  af- 
'  fe6lion,  will  acquaint  you  with  my 

*  ieiuiments.  Adieu,  my  charmer  1 
^«  though  ray  weakticfs  will  not  fuffer 

*  me  to  explain  myfelf  more  at  large, 

*  my  heart  makes  ample  amends,  and 

*  i'praks  a  thou  land  times  more  than  I 

*  write* 

«  From  the  camp  of  ••— .' 

One  moment"^  joy  .buries  in  oblivion  ^ 
all  paft  fufTerings.    Mine  was  compleat, 
arinngfrora  the  afTurances  my  dear  mar- 
quis gave  me  of  his  affeAioos.  .  At  that 
*  inftant 

t  i 


224      '^^^  t^ORTt/STATB   CtfVl^TAY   MAIIId 


inftiitt  I  vowed  an  unaltcnble  paflion 
and  inviolable  fidelity.  It  feemra  at  if 
the  letter  was  fent  exprefsly  to  fuppoK 
me  againft  the  violent  attacks  that  were 
tomios  on.  I  ftood  on  the  brink  of  the 
greateft  trial  I  could  poflibly  undergo, 
and  which  would  require  all  my  rdfo- 
Ivtion. 

I  was  niufing  very  agfeeably  on  the 
iiapptnefs  I  had  greater  Kaibn  than  ever 
to  ezpeft  from  thefe  laft  affuranceSy 
when  I  heard  the  marquises  coach  at 
the  doo'n  I  made  no  doubt  but  that  he 
came  to  free  me  from  my  pretended  huf- 
band.  I  was  not  miftaken ;  he  was  fol- 
.  lowed  by  a  perfon,  with  proper  orders^ 
who  immediately  notified  them  to  the 
blind  man.  *  I  find  intereA  has  been 
«  made,*  cried  he  upon  hearing  them, 

*  and  I  muff  fttbfflit  i  but  there  are  laws  - 

*  in  force,  and  v»e*ll  fee  whether  it  is 

*  allowable  in  a  perfidious  woman  to 

*  expel  her  hufband;*  Nobody  making 
any  anfwer,  he  hurried  on  his  cloaths 
and  retired,  fwearing  that  in  a  few  hours 
I  fkould  hear  from  him  again.  The 
peribn  intnifVed  with  the  orders  to  oblige' 
him  to  withdraw^  advifed  htm  in  a  po- 

,  Jite  manner  not  to  carry  thntfgi  to  an 
extremity,  for  that  tliis  was  not  a  coun- 
try to  countenance  violent  means.  The 
blind  man  only  fhook  his  head )  and  as 
he  went  out,  charged  his  valet  with  the 
whifkers  to  take  notice  of  the  houfe, 
that  at  his  return  there  might  be  no 
miftake. 

My  deliverance  from  this  man  afford- 
ed me  no  fmall  fatisfa^ion.  I  muft 
own  he  had  occafioned  a  great  deal  of 
uneafinefs,  and  without  the  feafoiiable 
relief  I  received,  I  muft  have  abandon- 

'  ed  my  lodgings.  This  had  been  Very 
hard}  but  thae  would  have  been  no 
•th«-  remedy.  The  account  I  have 
given  of  the  adventure  fhews  he  was 
not  a  man  to  be  eaiily  beat  out  of  his 
quarters. 

It  was  pafl  dinner-time  before  I  was. 
miltrefs  of  my  own  apartment.  The 
marquis  very  politely  defired  to  dine 
with  me}  but  my  conttemation  bad 
been  fb  great,  that  I  had  not  given  any 
orders  on  that  head.  I  went  into  the . 
kitchen,  and  prrfently  remedied  ihy  for- 
getfulnefs.  At  Paris,  monev  provides 
a  dinner  in  a  moment,  if  one  knows  the 
method  of  it.  But  to  return  to  the  old 
marquis. 

I  found  him  fo  buried  in  thought, 
that  he  fcarcc  favr  me  enter  the  roomt> 


«  Good  6od  f  cried  I,  nimicfcing  Mr 
penfive  pofhiVe,  wUdr  awakened  hinr 
and  made  hM  (mile,  *  yMi  ^re  mightily 

*  taken  up  with'  yovr&lf  t*— ^  Not  f€f 
'  much  as  you  imaging,*  replied  he  f 
«  I  had  called  a  cobutil^v^tth  itiy  heart, 

*  and  you  prefided.   *I  have  great  de- 

*  figns  in  your  behalf,  J^imy,  and  yoi^ 
^  have  it  in*  yonr  power  tior  \x  one  of  the 

*  happiefl  cf  women  ^  but  fmcerity,  dif- 

*  cretion,  and  iecrefy^  requifite.     I 

*  read  in  yoor  tytt  an  impatience  to 

*  know  my  meaning.    I  (Ml  not  keep 

*  you  kmg  in  ftifpenle.   Let  lis  dine^ 

*  after  which  we  will  fhut  ourfelve^ilpr 

*  and  difcomfe  at  leifure.*   H#  changed 
his  fubieft  upon  this,  which  made  vac 
imagine  he  deifgned  to  inform  me  by  de^^ 
grees  of  what  niisht  fui'prize  nne,  and 
what,  fure  enough,  I  had  no  realbn  to' 
expels   neverthdefs^  I  am  apt  to  think  * 
there  was  as  much  backwardneff  as  pa- ' 
licy  in  the  delay.    On  fome  oceafionfs^ ' 
timoroufnefs  and  fhame  guard  the  fou^ 
againiV  deluding  fentiments;  feveve  rea-» 
fon  employs  fuch  mean?  in-  refhaining 
it,  and  fometimcs  with  fuccefy,  fromr- 
givin?  a  loofe  toourappetitea. 

Aner  dinner  the  marquis  defifed,  tliat 
if  anyone  came,  I  would  give  orders' 
to  fay  I  was  not  at  home,  that  we  mi^ht 
not  be  interrupted.  This  precaution ' 
being  taken,  he  drew  near,  and  addreflr<*' 
ed  me  in  the  following  words. 

*  If  I  were  lefs  convinced   than  I    . 

*  really  aro,  my  dearcft  Jenny,  of  your 

*  virtue,  I  fhould  not  have  taken  a  re- 

*  folution  of  the  greateft  confequence  in 
Mife.    But  I  am  fo  well  £itisficd  as  to  * 

*  that  particular,  as  to  be  determined 

*  to  beftow  upon  you  a  rank  and  for- 

*  tune  far  fuperior  to  your  birth^  and 

*  which  you  had  no  reafon  to  eatpe6tf 

*  but  that  deficiency  never  occafioned  a 

*  moment's  hefitation^  for  I  look  up* 

*  on  birth  but  an  introduftion  to  tae 

*  main  buGnefsi  our  conduA  in  life  f 

*  and  when  the  former  is  diflingutfhed^ 

*  and  our  manners  fall  fhort  of  itV 

<  fpIendoTf  it  only  iervesrto  render  tboliy 
'  more  infamous,  w1lO|  if  I  may  be  al* 

*  lowed  the  exprefTion,   fail   to  maktf 

*  good  the  engagements  under  which 
'  they  entered  this  world.    If  fuch  artf 

*  my  fentiments   in    rcj^rd  of  thoCe^ 

*  who  being  bom  to  give  great  txami'* 

*  pie,  degenerate  into  a  vidious  con^* 
'  du^,  I  extol  to  the  very  heavens  all 

<  fuch,  who  (baking  off  the  drofs  of  m 

*  mean  cxtra6iionj    adorn  thfmfelveft 

*  with 
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'  jvith  tlie  rays  of  virttir,  8o4  Alios 

*  bnght  ID  the  patKi  of  probity  and 

*  honour.  This  is  thd  nobility  1  adopt, 

*  mi  even  prefer  it  to  the  royal  ma- 

*  jcfty  of  crowned  heads. 

'  In  youy  my  dear  Jennvy  I  bave 

*  foaod  this  Tirtue,  iHefe  (entiments, 
'  this  honour,  which  I  fo  much  adore : 
''I  coutd  not  behold  them  united  lo  fo 
'  many  charms,  without  defiring  tb  be 
'  allied  to  them.  I  am  fenfibte  that 
'  coftom  runs  againil  my  maxims,  and 
'  that  amoug  the  nobility,  mean  al- 
'  liafices«are  leldoro  pardoned.  I  muft 
'  ttpoE^  to  be  pointed  at,  to  have  con- 
'  )«anres  jaifed,  and  even,   if  I  fuifer 

*  mj  defign  to  take  air  before  it  be  paft 
'  peventing,   to  be  difappointed,  and 

*  undergo  not  only  remonftmnces,  but 
'  the  interpofition  of  a  fuperior  autho- 

*  rity.  Upon  this  account  (and  there 
'  is  too  much  reafon  to  apprehend  it) 

*  I  muft  employ  fecrefy  to  compafs  my 
'  aim.     A  littfe  time  will  fuffice  for  the 

*  execution.    Provided  we  agree,   we 

*  Ihall  eaiily  carry  our  point. 

*  I  believe,  after  what  I  have  fa  id  to 

*  yob,  my  ideiign  is  obvious,     t  am 

*  my  own  mafter,  and  accountable  to 

*  nobody.     An  only  foti  I  have,  who 

*  cheriOies  me  as  much  as  I  love  him. 

*  I  deferred  breaking  my  mind  to  you 
'  till  I  had  (bunded  him.     I  have  his 

*  approbation.     He  tells'  me,  my  en- 

*  trofting  hitn  with  the  affair  occa- 
'  fioncd  the  greatcft  tranfports.  It  is 
'  true,  I  did  not  name  the  perfon;  but 
'  here  is  his  letter :  you  know  the  hand ; 
'  iee  whether  his  duty  does  not  equal 

*  my  tcndemefs.^ 

The  marouis,  taking  a  letter  out  of 
his  pocket,  the  hand- writing  of  which  I 
pfelently  knew,  gave  it  me  to  read.  I 
opened  it  with  great  emotion,  not  being 
able  as  yet  to  divine  the  meaning  of 
what  I  had  heard.  I  flattered  myfelf 
that  it  favoured  my  fentiments.  The 
^uel  will  ihew  whether  I  was  roiftak- 
CD.    The  letter  was  as  follows. 

«  MY  LORD, 

'  y  Received,  with  the  greateft  grati- 

X  '  tude,  the  marks  of  the  confidence 

'  you  are  plealGsd  to  repoie  in  me 5  and 

*  though  you  had  thought  fit  to  have 

*  a£^ed  oiherwife,  I  fliould  have  had  the 

*  &me  refpe^  for  the  perfon  in  whofe 
'  favour  you  are  determined.     I   fm- 

*  ceitly  [bare  in  the  happinefs  you  pio« 


*  pofe  to  yourielf,  and  (hall  be  over* 

*  joyed  to  be  a  witneift  of  iU    I  ut^ 

*  withrcipea,  ifaylofd, 

« Your;  5fc/ 

This  letter  fpecified  hothtne,  yeC 
ieemed  to  ftrertgthen  my  prepofltdTioni 
I  fancied,  with  lotne  reafort,  I  was  the 
chief  perfon  conirerned.  It  will  be  evi« 
dent  that  every  circdmftince  contributed 
to  lead  me  into  a  miftake: 

Having  read  the  letter,  I  returned  it 
to  the  marquis,  faying,  there  was  no 
need  of  any  fuch  proofs  to  coDviace  me 
of  his  fon's  nfpcA  for  him.     '  £xcufe 

*  me,*  replied  the  old  nobleman,  •  they 

*  may  ferve  to  flicw  you  the  regard  1 

*  have  for  what  belongs  to  me:   how- 

*  ever,  as  I  perceive  you  do  not  entire* 

*  ly  comprehend  me,  let  me  fanher  ex- 

*  plain  my  good  intentions ;  thev  tend 

*  to  give  you  a  rank  in  the  worlcf,  and' 

*  convince  you  how  ^rcat  a  ftiare  you 

*  have  in  my  efteem.  But  to  prevent'. 
<  any  miftake  on  your  lide,  know, 
'  charming  Jenny,  that  notwithftand* 
^  ing  the  reafons  which  oppofed  my  in* 

*  cli nations,  I  have  refolved  with  my- 

*  felf,  you  fhall  in  a  ihort  timeJbe  Mar<- 

*  chionefs  of  L.  V.' 

Thefe  laft  vrords  appeared  to  me  fi 
dcciiive,  and  conformable  to  what  I  had 
fo  long  defired,  that,  penetrated  with  a 
grateful  fenfe,  I  threw  rayfelf  at  the 
old  marquis*s  feet.  I  was  fo  furprized 
and  ailoniftied  at  a  confent  I  had  fo  lit<^ 
tie  reafon  to  expefl,  that  I  wanted  words 
to  exprefs  my  acknowledgments.  *  How 

*  wcli  pleafed  am  ],  my  dear  child,* - 
faid  the  old  marquis,  taking  me  up,  *  td 

difcovfcr,  by  the  tranfport  I  have  oc- 
cafiontd,  that  what  I  now  do  for  you 
fuits  with  your  inclinations  !  I  have 
long  hefitatcd,  I  muft  own,  before  I  dei 
clared  my  intentions.  My  mind  mif* 
gave  me,  that  your  paifion  for  my 
ion  might  prove  an  obltacle,  and  that 
your  heart  would  not  e^ifily  comply 
with  my  dellres  t  but  I  ought  to  have 
confidered  your  difcretion,  and  from 
thence  a/fumed  hopes  of  fuccefs.  The 
lefs  reafon  I  had  to  expe6V  fo  faf  otir- 
able  a  reception,  the  greater  impref- 
fion  your  manner  of  complying  makes 
in  my  breaft.  For  my  part,  I  ihall 
behave  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  yoa 
Will  own,  though  I  have  not  youth 
onrmy  fide,  1  have  complaiftnce  and 
good -humour,  f^r  furpainng  ftich  a 
t'  f  «  firi^ 
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«  frivolous  advantage 5  for  neither  that, 
•"  nor"  beauty,  make  a  woman  happy  j. 
«  it  is  the  teinper,  it  is  gopd  ferife,  that 
«  effe^^  it,    as  every  day's   experience 

*  evinces.' 

Bow  it  fhouM  be  pofCble  for  me  thus 
to  remember  what  the  marquis  faid  on 
tliis  occafion,  I  cannot  conceive  j  for  fo 
overwhelmed  as  I  was  at  what  I  heard, 
fo  confounded  at  his  defign  of  marry- 
ing me,  and  fo  terrified  concerning  what 
anfwer  to  make,  that  I  could  not  utter 
a  fingle  word-  To  approve  of  his  nro- 
pofal,  and  didenible  my  own  indma- 
tions,  would  only  give  him  greater  au- 
thority over  ine,  and  haften  my  doftiny: 
ifi  refuHng  the  honour  for  ill-concerted 
reafons,  and  not  acknowledging  my 
averfion,  what  rifk  did  I  not  run  ? 
poubtlefs,  the  nobleman  mud  be  great- 
ly enamoured,  to  refolve  on  fuch  an  im- 
tt^jual  match  !  Was  it  not  natural  to. 
exptGtf  after  the  advances  he  had  made^ 
that  he  would  come  to  extremities,  ra- 
ther than  be  difappointed,  and  revenge 
a  denial  from  Co  mean  a  pcrfon,  toa 
much,  honoured  in  the  propofal  ?  My 
troubled  mind  reprefentcd  the  behaviour 
o.f  the  fon  on  this  fatal  occafion.  Would 
not  he  be  made  accountable  for  my 
refufal  ?  Might  it  not  be  alfo  expe6led 
that,  to  punifh  both  the  lover  and  hi^ 
miftrefs,  he  would  take  care  to  feparate 
them  fo,  sys  they  fliould  never  fee  each 
other  more  ?  This  thought  determined 
my  anfwer. 

*  Youfee^my  lord,  the  coufufionand 

*  perplexity  I  am  in,'f.>id  I  to  the  mar- 
quis, ilriving  to  command  my  cour.re- 

-  )^ance.  Alas  I  who  could  avoid  being 
fo  in  my  fituation  ?  *  Do  I  hear  aright, 
«  or  is  it  not  ^n  illufion  ?  Shall  a  country 

*  girl,  with  no  other  lecommendation 
*.than  her  virtue  and  a  fmall  (liare  of 

*  beauty,  many   a  nobleman  of  your 

*  rank  ?     Give  me  leave  to.  call  it  in 

*  queftion;  he  undcrltands  himfelf  too 
-*  well  *  I  have  already  told  you,' 
replied  the  old  marquis,  with  fome  im- 
patience, '  that  virtiit:  with  n^e  furpaffen 
*.  birth  and  fortune,  and  to   that  you 

*  mult  afcribe  what  I  have  determined 

*  in  )our  fiivour.  Why,  then,  (hould 
«  you  doubt  H  thing,  of  which  }  give  fo 

*  evident  a  proof?  You  are  not  tlie  only 

*  one,  Jenny,  whom  Fortupe  has  thus 

*  favoured,  and  will  not  be   the  laft. 

*  Men  of  gstater  diiiin^ion  tinn  myfcif 
*.  have  fumiihc4  examples  of  it :  but  I 
'  haxe  this  advantage,  X  baixly  do  juU 


'  tice  to  merit ;  a  reafon  not  only  fuf  « 

<  ficient  in  itfelf,  but  warrantable  to  the 

*  world:  whereas  others,   in  breaking 

*  through  received  cuftoms^  have  beea 

*  iofluenced  by  their  whims,  or  drawn 

*  in  by  their  paHions  i  neither  of  whick. 

*  are  pardonaole.^ 

Whatever  I  could  alledge,  was  an* 
fwered  with  fb  much  ftrength  of  reafon 
by  the  marquis,  that  it  was  in^pofHble 
to  maintain  the  evafion  any  Ionfi;er  which^ 
diiliinulation  fugeefted  ^  happily  he  fur- 
niihed  me  himfelf  with  a  pretence,  which. 
I  greedily  catched  at.  It  was  neceflary, 
as  he  propofcd,  to  regulate  matters,  that 
the  intended  wedding  iliould  be  kjept 
private  for  fome  time.  This  he  ima- 
gined not  very  feafible,  by  reafon  of  the 
court's  being  fo  near,  and  his  own  nu- 
merous retinue  *.  if  it  fliould  be  done  at 
any  of  his  feats,  he  had  too  large  an  ac- 
c^uaintance  to  prevent  it*8  taking  air. 

<  Suppofe  it  fhould  be  deferred,*  laid  I, 
very  naturally,  <  tillthe  king  takes  fome 

*  journey.  Your  employment  obliges. 
^  you  to  accompany  the  court,  and  all 
*•  your  fervants   muft   follow  you   o€ 

*  courfe :  you  may  pretend  urgent  af- 

*  fairs  call  you  to  Paris,  and  bring  a- 

*  way  one  trufty  domeiHck :  every  thing 
'  (hall  be  in  readinefs  for  the  ceremony, 

*  which  being  over,  you  may  inftantly 

*  ret  urn,  and  appear  at  the  levee  as  if  no* 

<  thing  had  happened.     As  to  me,  I 

*  (hall  continue  in  the  fame  viray  of 
'  life  as  ufual,  till  you  judge  proper  to 

*  ov/n  your  marriage.  In  a^ing  thus, 
'  I  do  ,not  apprehend  you  run  any  ha- 

*  zard,  or  is  yourfecret  liable  to  be  dif- 

*  covered.' 

The  marquis  thought  my  propo(al ib 
well  conceited,  that  taking  me  in  his^ 
arms,  he  applauded  it.    '  Your  wit  and 

*  good  fenfe,'  faid  he,  <  are  not  inferios 

*  to  your  charms :  my  ardent  vows  are 
'  accompli(hed  in  fuch  an  invaluable 
'  acquiiition/  Every  thing  that  polite* 
ncfs  could  fugged  was  bcftowed  on  me. 
The  remaining  part  of  the  day  was 
f|<ent  in  ordering  the  future  wedding. 
I  came  feadily  into  every  thing  he  pro- 
pofed  on  that  fubje6l;  finer  proje£ts» 
fure  enough,  were  never  laid  out.  We 
talked  of  nothing  but  rejoicings,  equi- 
pages, and  grandeur.  He  thought  to 
pleafe  me  by  this  pompous  parade  i  but 
alas  !  how  different  were  my  thoughts  \ 
I  devoured  my  fighs,  an4  only  waited 
an  opportunity  to  give  them  fullfcope. 

The  chaift;  m  which  the  marq^uls  was 
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tq^ttam  to  Verfaillet  being  aC  the  door, 
M  toolL  his  leave  of  me  with  a  deep  Hgh . 
«Ilow  IhaU  I  fuffn-/  faidhe.  <  during 

•  thefif  eight  days  of  abfence,  my  charm 

•  i^  Jeniiy!  May  I  hope  you  will  fome- 

•  times  beftow  a   thought  on  one,  in 

•  whofe  mind  vou  arc  ever  prefent  ?'  I 
fvturoed  the  beit  anfwer  X  was  able  to  fo 
many  marks  of  hit  affeilion;  and,  ai 
Bodiing  is  eafier  than  to  impofe  on  a  man 
io  love,  he  went  away  fiiily  contented. 

The  moment  I  was  alone,  I  fliut  my- 
&\{  up  in  my  cjofct^  the  bufinefs  was 
To  come  to  a  relblution  without  lofh  of 
time.  My  ancient  iover  was  too  deeply 
fnitten  to  wait  long:  I  did  not  even 
dare  to  depend  on  the  delay  which  rca- 
fon  had  extorted  from  him.  He  might 
■chanjje  his  mind  the  next  minute,  carry 
merooncbf  his  feats,  and  hazard  a  dil 
covery  to  gratify  his  paflion.  When 
people  of  a  certain  age  make  afalie  ftep, 
th^  generally  come  to  extremes. 

J  bethought  myl'elf  of  the  pretence 
under  which  I  had  aflifted  my  parents, 
and  imagined  it  would  afford  me  a  fafe 
and  honourable  retirement.  Since  my 
father  and  mother  had  notdifjovereJ  me, 
it  was  highly  probable  Grangers  would 
not  be  quicker  fightcd  :  befidcs,  my  way 
of  life  ihould  be  lb  retired,  as  to  prevent 
any  troublefome  adventure  or  dii'covery 
of  my  rerreat.  It  was  highly  neceflary 
to  conceal  fuch  a  ftep  from  the  old  mar- 
quis }  for,  after  my  flight  was  known,  I 
muft  expcft  the  utmolt  effefts  of  his 
rage,  us  he  would  be  juttly  cxnfpe- 
rated  to  meet  with  fuch  a  return  for  all 
his  favours  and  convincing  proofs  of  his 
affection.  From  love  to  hatred  is  a  com- 
mon change,  eipecially  witen  attended 
with  defpair. 

This  place  feemed  64teft  for  mv  pur- 
pofe,  becaufe  our  village  was  the  laft 
^lace  in  the  world  to  fearch  for  me.  I 
nad  been  fo  long  abient,  and  there  were 
(o  many  fpecious  rcafons  again  (I  my  re- 
turning thither,  that  I  applauded  my(elf 
a  thoufand  times  for  miking  fuch  a 
choice.  Be  that  as  it  will,  the  defign 
gave  me  great  content,  a(id  I  had  no 
£ioner  formed  it,  but  I  thought  of  the 
means  of  putting  it  in  execution.  I  con 
duded,  that  what  I  ought  to  do  firft, 
was  to  write  the  young  marquis  word  cf 
his  fithcr's  defign,  my  behaviour  on  the 
'  occa£on,  and  the  retirement  I  had  chofe. 
I  told  him,  that  in  expectation  of  Hea- 
Ten''s  appointing  me  lome  fettlement,  I 
was  goiBg  to  prcferre  a  heart  which  evci- 


ihould  be  entirely  his.  I  comforted  him 
on  occafion  of  our  difappointments,  and 
begged  him  to  imitate  my  refolution  m 
the  vexations  we  might  ftill  meet  with. 
In  a  word,  I  poured  out  my  hcait  in  this 
letter,  whofe  length  took  up  belt  part  of 
the  night.  In  writing  to  a  perfon  bc- 
Ic'Vel,  one  never  has  faid  enough,  anil 
the  time  employed  in  it  iUps  away  inien- 
fibly. 

I  was  (6  fat'gued  when  I  fini/hed  mv 
epirtic,  that  I  was  obliged  to  go  to  bed* 
I  ibrtcd  feveral  times  out  of  my  fleep, 
lancying  the  old  mar  juis  was  come  with 
a  defign  to  carry  me  into  the  countij^ 
and  conclude  the  cruel  marriage.  My 
imagination  was  {o  diilurbed,  that  it  ruli 
on  nothing  dfe. 

The  iirll  thing  T  did  in  the  morning, 
after  recommeiitlii.g  myfelf  and  affairs 
to  Heaven,  was  writing  to  Saint  Fat: 
my  obligation  to  h'.n  made  it  an  indif- 
pcnfibL*  d'jty.  Tl*?  contents  of  my 
letter  were  much  the  fame  with  what  1 
wrote  to  the  marquis.  Could  I  do  lef$ 
for  Co  fincere  and  tender  a  friend  ?  I  was 
fo  happy  a  few  dsys  after  as  to  give  hira 
fome  J  roofs  of  my  friend/liip  j  but  of 
that  in  it'sprojv.r  place. 

Juft  as  Barbara  returned  from  the 
poll^,  two  mefiengers,  on  very  dift'^i-ent 
errands,  came  to  me.  The  firft  was 
from  the  old  marquis,  with  a  letter  and 
a  balket.  The  letter  was  filled  with  the 
ftrongjft  afliirances  of  his  tendemefs, 
and  the  bafkct  contained  a  rich  toilette, 
with  all  it's  appurtenances  of  giitplatej 
in  one  of  the  K|ua»es  I  found  five  hun- 
dred louis-d'ors.  But  before  I  mention 
my  fentiments  concerning  this  rich  pre- 
icnt,  I  mu(t  lay  fomething  of  thefecond 
mefTenger.  , 

,  A  broad  fi»ouldered  man,  with  a 
fljarp  noff  and  a  bl:ick  wig,  gave  me  a 
Y^^wl  full  of  fcrawls,  which  was  all  He- 
brew to  me.  I  defired  him  to  read  it. 
He  faid,  not  to  trouble  me  with  law- 
terms,  it  was  a  fummons  to  appear  be- 
fore the  judges  there  named,  in  order  to 
acknowledge  Monfieur  Stephen  Dcs  Ro- 
ches, &c.  as  my  hurtjin*!,  or  to  prove  the  * 
conrr.'.ry  ;  fiiiling  which,  he  was  inn  pow- 
ered to  feiae  my  perfon  wherever  he  could 
find  me.  The  time  for  appearing  was 
three  days  after  the  date,  at  two  m  tjic 
afternoon,  &c. 

I  was  adonifhed  at  the  blind  map^s 

obiiinacy  \n  perfifting  to  have  me  for  a 

wife.     1  told  the  tipftaff,  I  iliould  aft 

as  X  faw  proper.     Upon  which  he  left 

F  f  X  xnc. 
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jzic,  rayingy  that  the  plaintiiF  was  in 
the  right  to  lay  qiaim  to  me,  for  I  was 
vrell  worth  the  cofts  of  fuit. 

Another  reafon,  any  one  may  fee, 
for  leaving  Pajis,  and  which  admitted 
of  no  delay*  Accordingly  I  began  the 
fame  day  to  pack  up  what  I  intended 
fo  carry  with  me,  4eiigning  to  leave  the 
care  of  it  to  M.  Mehcourt,  who  had 
epdeared   himfelf  Co  me  by  the  late 

J'  >roof  he  g;ive  me  of  his  leadinefs  to 
b've  me,  which  I  (ha)!  ever  remember. 
Ill  two  days  I  was  prepared  for  my 
K>arney.  |  nad  a  letter  ready  to  inform 
nim,  at  his  arrival,  wheiQ  1  was  gone, 
and  my  motives  for  retiring.  I  begged 
of  him  to  forward  the  things  I   had 

?acked  up,  and  direA  them  to  Madame 
)e  Mainville.  I  had  fuffcred  too  much 
already  l^y  the  other  name,  to  go  by  it 
any  longer.  I  intended  to  furpii^e 
zny  aunty  to  prevent  any  accident,  and 
not  acquaint  ncr  with  the  pla?  j  to  which 
I  was  going,  left  her  gre ut  joy  fliould 
jn^ke  any  difcoverics.  In  all  fteps  pf 
this  nature,  too  much  precaution  can- 
not be  ufed  ^  and  the  beft  way  is  to 
keep  one's  own  fecrets,  efpecially  with 
regard  to  fervants,  who  generally  are 
not  over  difcrce't. 

Thr  preparations  for  my  journey  hid 
fatigued  me  fo  very  much,  that  I  wa$ 
going  to  be^i  when  I  heard  (ome  hoiTe 
nop  at  the  door.  I  iook^  out  of  the 
window,  and  found  it  was  Metirourt. 
Jiow  much  was  I  ouerjoytd,  in  the 
circumftanccs  I  was  in,  Jet  any  one 
judge.  I  ran  to  mett  him.  *  You  could 
f  not  have  come,'  faid  I,^  *  at  a  more 

*  ieafonablc  time  j  a  few  hours  later  I 
'  had  been  gone.*  He  was  much  fur- 
prized  at  this,  and  enquired  very  car- 
neftly  what  was  my  motive.  But  I  was 
too  impatient  to  hear  what  he  had  to 
fay  himfelf,  to  give  him  the  fiulsfaition 

'  he  required,  and  iheiefoie  begged  he 
^uld  yield  to  my  impojiunity.  The 
inarquis  was  become  lo  dear  to  me,  that 
4very  thing  ejfc  muft  give  place.  Me- 
licourt  fmiled  at  my  eagernefs.  *  He 
■  dcftives  it  all,'  faid  he:  •  you  have 

*  in  him  the  phoenix  of  lovers  j  and  he, 

*  on  his  {ide,  owes  his  life  to  yoti. 
'His  cafe  was  defperate  when  1  ar- 

*  rived.     Hearing  from  you,  drew  him 

*  out  of   a  deep  melancholy,   which, 

*  joined'to  his  wounds,  muti  have  foon 

*  brought  him   to  his  grave  j  but,  as 

*  foon  as  he  w^s  acquainted  with  the 

*  bccafion  of  rpy  jouiney,  he  appeared 


*  another  manl    Weak  as  he  wat,  hfi 

*  would  read  your  letter  himfelf.  What 

*  tranfports  of  joy  did  he  not  not  ex*^ 

*  prefs  upon  the  occafion !  <'  M.  Me^ 
'f  licourt,"  faid  he,  "  how  flull  I  fiMCw. 
<<  you  my  gratitude  for  this  fingular  < 
«*  piece  01  fervice  >  Do  you  know  rhi^ 
<*  the  precious  treafure  you  brought  me 
"  has  reftorcd  my  life?— The  charm- 
«*  ing  creature!"  cried  he.  **  Wha^t 
"  concern '.  what  tenc|ernefs !  what  a 
"  revenge  has  (he  taken  of  my  ground- 
"  kfs  fufpicion,  thus  to  giye  m^  con- 
'*  vincing  proofs  of  the  fincereft  af- 
"  fe^liun  I  Such  generous  apd  endear- 
"  ing  proceedings  ihall  never  be  forgot. 
**  Acquaint  her  with  this  ;  and  that, 
**  when  recovered,  nothing  (hall  be  le(t 
"  undone  to  compleat  our  mutual  hap- 
*f  pinefs." 

*  The  little  time  I  remained  with 
'  him,  Mademoifelle,'  continued  M^- 
licogrt,  '  his  whole  difcourfe  ran  upon 
f  pothirg  elfe,  •  He  defigned  to  haije 
'  djfpatched  Dubois  to  make  you  eafy  : 

*  but  finding  I  intended  to  return  im- 

*  mediately,  he  entrufted  me  with  his 

*  co^nmands,  which  I  efteem  a  gieat 
[  honour  J  and  the  more  plea  fed,  as  I 
f  am  fcnf^bie  I  may  depepd  on  his  in* 

*  tereft,  for  which,  Mademoifelle,  I  am 

*  bchdden  to  you,  and  it  is  of  too  great 
\  confequencc  npt  tc(  attach  n\c  for  ever 

*  to  your  f^rvlce.' 
Ahcr  we  had  difcourfed,  Mellcoujrt 

an.l  I,  a  longtime  concerning  the  mar- 
quiff,  I  informed  hiro  of  all  that  hap- 
pened, and  what  I  was  forced  to  do. 
'He  approved  of  my  condn£V,  adding, 
that  when  my  lover  knew  the  facrifice  I 
made  to  him  he  would  be  overjoyed. 
As  to  the  old  nobleman,  I  (hewed  his 
rich  prcfent  to  N^el^court,  acquainting 
him  with  t^ie  perplexity  I  was  ii>  on  tliat 
accqunr,  and-  my  i-elblution  of  i^tum- 
ing  it.  *  By  no  means,'  c.ried  Mell- 
court  very  hallily:  «  if  you  will  take 

*  njy  advice,  you  n{iay  employ  it  much 

*  better,  T.ie  young  marquis  has  coip- 

<  mifiiqned  me  to  take  up  money  for 
'  him  in  Paris,  his  campaign  having 
'  confumed  all  his  ready  money;  apd 
'  the  remittances  from  nis  father  not' 
'  being   fufficient,    the  greateft  iervice 

*  you  can  do  would  be  to  fupply  him. 

*  S«ize  this  occafion,  which  loems  de- 
'  figned  to  give  you  an  opportunity  of 

<  obliginghimv/ithgrcatdelicacy.''  Me- 
Hcourt's  propofal  appeared  fb  charmin;g, 
that  I  embraced  it  very  joyfoUy,  £rea. 
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If  I  had  not  had  the  money  by  me,  J 
Would  have  fold  every  individual  thing 
f%  a  proof  of  my  tendernefs.  I  eave 
the  Ave  .hundred  louis-d^ors  to  Meli- 
^ort,  who  undertook  to  remit  therp  to 
my  lover;  and,  by  the  fale  of  my 
moveables,  which  were  more  than  fur- 
^cient  to  make  up  thefum  again,  A\ 
to  the  toilette,  I  left  it  entire  in  a  cheft 
of  drawers  |  and,  after  concerting  with 
Melicoorty  wrote  the  following  letter 
to  the  old  marquis,  to  let  him  know, 
that  though  I  could  not  comply  with 
frhat  he  required,  I  was  not  wanting  in 
point  of  gratitude,  nor  undeferving  of 
1^  favours  by  my  behayiour, 

*  T  Should  be  very  ungrateful,    my 
X'  *  lord,  if  I  retired  without  ac- 

'  quainting  you  of  it,  and  my  motives 
^  tor  fo  doing.  Your  title  to  the  af- 
'  fe^ions  of  a  woman  to  whom  you 
f  have  thus  behaved,  is  too  clear  to  be 

*  difputed,  as  the  honour  of  bcii^g  yours 

*  is  too  great  ndt  to  merit  all  the  duty 
'  and  love  a  wife  can  be  capable  ot. 

*  After  ¥^ghing  with  the  greateft  at- 

*  fention  your  propofals,    I   find  my 

*  heart  a£K>rds  nothing  more  in  your 

*  regard  than  refpe^i  and  gratitude. 
'  But  as  this  is  not  enough,  nor  is  it  in 

*  my  power  to  go  farther,  I  conclude 

*  the  deficiency  to  be  fo  great,  that  I 
'  im  not  worthy  the  honour  of  beiug 
5  your  wife.     With  thefe  fentiracms  I 

*  retire  to  expiate  my  misfortune,  but 
<  Ihall  e\'er  be  mindful  of  the  obliga- 
f  tions  I  have  received.    Excufe,  there- 

*  fore,  my  condu^  on  this  occafion, 
'  as  it  is  fuitable  to  the  probity  oo  which 
'  I  value  myfelf,  and  the  fentiments  of 
*.  refpeft  and  efteem  with  which  I  (hall 
f  ever  be,  my  lord, 

*  Your,  &c.  • 


*  P.  S-  I  receivfd  with  very  grateful 
*  Ihitiments  the  magnificent  toilette 
you  was  pleafed  to  beftow  upon  mc. 
I  durft  not  return  it,  for  fear  of  dif- 
obliging  you  J  neither  did  I  think -^ 
proper  to  carry  it  with  me,  confideritt|^< 
the  ftep  I  have  taken  :  I  have  left  it 
in  the  drawers  belonging  to  pay  bed- 
chamber. The  perfon  in  whofe  care 
I  have  left  my  aifairs,  will  bring  it 
to  you,  my  loi'd,  whenever  you  pleafe 
to  give  your  <orderSj  with  the  money 
it  cotttamt.  I  repeat  my  proteftations 
ff  itffc^  and  gratitude,  and  fliall  con« 
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*  tinually  offer  up  my  vows  for  yonr 
«  precious  life,' 

It  was  very  lucky  fbr  mc  thA  Me- 
licourt  was  returned  3  his  afltftance  waa 
very  ferviceable  :  fo  that  in  kfs  than 
half  a  day,  every  thing  was  ready  for 
my  journey.  We  agreed,  that  he  ihoold' 
remairf  in  my  apartment  till  the  mar- 
quis and  Saint  Fal  had  anfwered  mf 
letters,  that  fuch  as  came  in  the  mean 
time  might  be  taken  care  of.  Eveij 
thine  being  fiycd,  I  ietout  the  next  day 
at  four  in  the  morning,  after  I  ha4 
agreed  with  Melicoun  that  he  fhould 
write  from  time  to  time  an  account  of 
what  palTcd  in  my  abftnce. 

Behold  me  once  more  a  V7andeniu| 
fugitive,  ignorant  of  what  was  to  fo- 
low  io  many  troubles  I  had  undergone. 
All  my  pa(t  life*  prefented  itfelf  to  my 
imagination,  and  plunged  me  into  dee^ 
thought.     '  What,  always  thinking!' 
faid  my  good  aunt,    <  always  melan- 
choly! Muft  I  never  fee  an  end  of 
vour  afflictions  ?  They  muft  certainly 
be  very  great,  not  to  allow  you  a' 
moment's  refpite.     It  is  true,  if  yo«  " 
were  really  in  want,  or  did  not  know 
where  to  go,  I  would  not  be  angry 
with  you  J  but,  Heaven  be  praifed  \ 
t*hat  is  not  your  cafe.     Far  from  run- 
ing  away  in  debt,  you  have  left  good 
cffc^s  behind  you,  which  -you  may 
have  again   when  you  pleafe.     It  is 
not  fo  with    me,   Heaven  knows  T 
;ontinued  Barbara  with  a  deep  ilghi 
after  twenty  years  fervicc,  what  have 
I  laid  up  ?  Heretofore,  I  was  not  in 
fb  good  a  place,  indeed,   as  yours, 
where  I  want  for  nothing)  but  then, 
you  muft  own,  I  pay  dear  enough  in 
confcience  for  it,  in  the  afie6^ion  I 
have  taken  to  you.     Do  not  you  be* 
lieve,  every  time  I  fee  you  in  tears  and 
affliSion,  I  am  vexed  to  the  heart? 
and,  indeed,  how  can   it  be  other- 
wile,  on  fuch  an  occafion  V 
*  Things   will   mend,'   anfwered  I 
very  mildly,  *  my  friend ;  do  not  be  calk 
down,  the  country  air  will  make  nm. 
cheavful.' — '  Are  we  going  to  live  in 
the  country  ?*  cried  Barbara,  overjoy- 
ed.    <  Heaven  be  praifed !  I  (hall^be 
happ)r.     What!    fee.  the  fields,   the 
fun  rife ;  hear  the  lark  and  the  night- 
ingale, and  fpin  at  the  door  ?  What 
a  blefting !  And  I  ftiall  hear  no  mot«: 
the  rattling  of  coaches,  aod  all  the 
*         •  «  hucly- 
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hurly-burly  we  leave  behind  us !  Af- 
ter all,    your  Paris  is  a  hell    upa^ 

earth.     To  be  fliut  up  from  mornmg 

till  mght»  like  a  nun  in  a  cloiiter  ^  to 

be  always  in  dread  of  thieves  and 

rakes  I    to  be  hunched,    or  thrown 

down  at  every   ftep  one  lakes^    or 

have  the  tiles  or  a  chamber  pot  about 

one^s  ears !  Ok>  Madam,  I  am  quite 

tranlported !  And  when  (hall  we  gr-t 

thither r—-*  To-monow/  .  'irv..:'ii  I 
with  a  fmile,  knowing  how  ttut  would 
'ejoice,  *  we  (hall  lie  at  your  village' 

I  had  no  fooner  named  the  word,  but 
Barbara  fliouted  aloud.  <  At  our  vil- 
lage V  cried   (he,    '  after  which  my 

bowels  have  fo  long  yearned  ?   Ah, 

iny  dear  niiftreis,\continued  (lie  ^M!h 
tcais  of  joy,  *  it  was  Heaven  ifelf  that 

put  fucha  thought  in  your  he.ui  ;  for 

yon    have    plfhed    upon    the    mod 

channing  place  on  caith.     Aye  your 

Paris,  with  all  it's  finery,  is  not  to 

be  compared  with  it:  there  you  will 

breathe  wholefoine  frcfli  air ;  you  will 

be  a  little  queen  among  them.     LiFe- 

likir.s !  )iow  you   will  be   admired  ! 

thty  will  all  croud  to  fee  ypu,  I  war- 

irant  you.     And  how  the  cm  ate  will 

raife  his  voice  at  the  prcfiicc,  whea 

you  appear  t  for  let  me  teil  you,  he  is  no 

clown»  and  kesps  the  bcft  company  ; 

nay,  in  my  time,  they  could  not  tell 

■what  to  do  without  Vmi  at  the  caftle.* 

Barbara  was  fo  tranfported  at  this  un- 
looked-for happinefs,  that  (he  talked  of 
jx>thing  e\{c  ail  the  journey.  I  would 
pot  fend  a  nseffcnger  before,  as  I  onae 
if  tended,  from  the  firlV  day''$  journey, 
i»eca.ufe  my  father  had  wrote  to  Barbara 
a  few  days  before  I  fct  out;  he  ac- 
quainted her  that  all  my  comiTiiifions 
were  executed,  and  that  (  n^ighc  come 
whenever  I  pleafed  5  that  my  chamber 
was  ready,  well  furniihed,  and  every 
thing  he  hoped  to  my  liking.  This 
letter  liad  greatly  contributed  to  deter- 
mine me  la  regard  of  the  place.  A 
ce  uia  indolence  I  had  com  nifled ,  in  - 
dined  to  the  fide  on  which  I  found  the 
Icaft  tiouWe,  and  I  was  plc:\i'td  that 
care  was  over.  Eafe  infcniibly  habi- 
tuates us  to  lazincfs}  which,  when 
€Sice  indulged,  co(li»  veiy  dear  to  be 
overcome. 


Th.;  iJght  of  our  ftceplc  created  in 
nea  iecrLt  joy,  though  attended  with 
ibmc  unc.>.rmers  thnt  1  -could  not  cona- 
mand.  As  for  Barbara,  (he  was  iji 
iaptiices.    *  There;,  Madam^p  there  is 


'  the  dear  village  f  faid  (he,  pomtitt|( 
to  it,     '  The  great  houfe  on  the  left, 

*  furrounled  with  thofe  fine  trees,  it 
'  the  cadlc,  about  a  gun -(hot  firom  the 

*  village  j  we  (hai!  i>af8  by  the  gates, 

*  atid  you  will  fa.  a  fine  place  where 

*  vire  dance  on  Sundays.  That  broolc 
<  wacer^   the  garden  5  and   the  tops  of 

*  the  houfcs  behind  thofe  high  trees  it 

*  wh'jic  ihc  village  ftands.'  Still  a» 
we  advanced,  my  good  aunt  explained 
all  the  particulars  as  they  occurred  j 
and  thi^  wirh  fuch  an  inno^nt  (ktif- 
fa^lioD,  thii  I  envied  her  happineft, 
and  would  have  given  ai>y  thing  to 
have  (hared  with  her. 

Upon  our  entrance  into  the  village, 
Barbara  knew  one  of  her  neighbours 
who  was  fpinning  before  her  own  deor. 
She  called  to  her  aloud,  Pegged  the  po- 
ftilion  to  Itop  for  a  moment,  made  her- 
Celt'  known,  ;ihf!  a(ked  a  huniircd  quef- 
tions  all  in  a  breath.  The  good  coun- 
tiy-woman,  after  recollecting  Barbara, 
told  her  neighbour,  yvho  was  folding- 
fome  (heep ;  (he  told  a  third ;  and,  as 
it  was  the  time  for  the  cattle  to  conie 
home,  every  one  was  (tirring,  and  in  a 
trice  we  had  half  of  the  village  about  tha 
chaife.     k  called  to  the  poftilion  to  go 

on  to  John  B 'sj  upon  which,  fe- 

veral  girls,  who  wtre  furprized  to  hear 
me  name  one  of  their  neighbours,  of- 
feicd  their  fervice  to  (hew  the  way,  ran 
flcipping  along  before  the  horfes,  and 
brought  me  in  triumph  to  the  houfc. 
But  how  little  did  it  appear  I  How  did 
the  village,  fo  much  boafted  of  by 
Barbara,  and  which  I  had  repre(ented 
to  myfclf  fo  charn\ing,  now  appear 
wretched  and  mifciable!  The  tears 
came)  and,  in  fpite  of  reafon*s  force, 
I  regretted  the  charming  abode  I  had 
quitted.  ChilJiHi  prejudices  w^eie  va- 
nilhed|  I  was  familiarized  with  gran- 
deur: to  advance  is  more  agrctiable 
than  to  go  back.'  How  fliall  I  express 
inyfelf  I  I  was  fool  enough  to  be  hum- 
bled at  the  meannefs  v\hich  furrounded 
me^  and  why?  Becapfe  I  was  ena- 
moured with  oftcntation  !  hecaufe  I  was 
vain  ♦  becaufe  my  little  krjowledge  of 
the  world  had  infe6led  me! 

In  the  mean  time,  my  father  arid 
mother,  who  were  told  of  my  arrival, 
came  very  joyfully  to  help  me  down 
out  of  the  chaife^  My  agitation  was 
fo  great,  and  my  mind  i'o  troubled^ 
that  I  did  not  hear  a  word  of  the 
obliging  thiugs  they  faid.    Going  into 

the 
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dte  liouie,  my  motber  made  a  motion 
wbick  fnghtened  me,  aporehending  I 
was  (i)foov«red«  I  learned  afterwardSi 
ihe  was  upon  tke  point  of  taklog  me  a- 
bout  xbt  neck,  my  /ace  made  luch  an 
imprdion  on  her  i  bocaufe,  being  in  an 
uaarers^  I  was  leij  unlike  what  I  had 
fsnneriy  been.  But  it  went  do  fartber 
than  a  fright,  and  I  was  conduced  to 
my  little  apartmeat*  confining  of  a 
boi-chaaber  and  a  little  loom^  the 
furniture  plain»  but  new  and  conveni- 
ent ^  and,  with  what  was  coming  after 
me,  I  found  myfelf  very  commodiouAy 
fituated,  and  better  than  I  deferred. 

My  father,  who  was  tranfported  with 
tBe  honour  he  fancied  1  did  him,  in 
lodging  there,  (hewed  me,  that  from  my 
diamber  I  could  go  into  a  neat  little 

rlen  under  my  windows :  he  told  me, 
had  deferred  laying  the  walks  till 
nyanival,  and  that  in  eight  days  time 
I  ihould  have  a  parterre  of  flowers  at 
the  foot  of  the  ftairs.  I  thanked  him 
for  his  ctvilstjety  and  aiTured  him  I  was 
«vn7oyed  to  lodge  in  his  houfej  whichy 
iodeed,  was  very  true.  There  was  but 
cue  panicular  I  dreaded ;  that  was,  be- 
ing difcovered  fooner  or  later.  I  was 
aow  pretty  fafe  at  to  my  father  and  mo- 
ther, and  much  more  m  regard  of  my 
fiifter:  but  Colin,  the  young  fellow 
who  had  been  fo  fond  of  me^  could  he 
behold  me  without  being  moved  ?  The 
iopreflions  Nacture  makes,  though  deep, 
4auy  experience  (hews  that  time  will 
wear  them  out  j  but  it  is  far  otherwife 
with  the  iiUas  engraved  in  the  heart  by 
love :  as  the  paifion  is  ftronger,  the  trace 
is  deeper,  and  confequently  outlai^s  the 
other;  beiides,  Colin  bad  feen  me  fmce 
I  had  left  the  village. 

Nevcrtltelcfs,  I  banifhed  thefe  fears*. 
I  was  io  much  grown,  and  my  features 
were  now  formed  and  quite  altered, 
^^at  I  imagined  nobody  would  know 
roe;  at  leail,  I  was  willing  to  flatter 
nyfelf  fo. 

When  I  was  in  bed,  I  laid  down  a 
plan  for  my  condu£k,  making  it  a  rule 
to  kt  no  company,  but  to  fpcnd  my 
time  in  working  and  reading.  As  to 
my  table,  I  determined  it  (hould  be 
plain,  to  avoid  expence  and  flicw,  and 
not  lie  under  the  reproach  of  a^h'ng  the 
l>dy  in  my  father's  houfe.  I  thought 
proper,  indeed,  to  eat  atone,  appj-e- 
nniding  top  great  familiarity  might 
^ti^ver  the  fecret^  and  as  vet  I  did  no^ 


approve  o(  being  obliged  to  declare  mf« 
ieif. 

Some  difficulty  ftiU  remained  ;  the 
marquis  might  return,  and  be  deiii:t)ui 
of  difcourfins  with  me.  He  had  been 
ieen  there  before,  and  his  prefence  and 
viflts  might  recal  thole  ideas  which  were 
but  too  carefully  laid  yp  $  all  which  pqt 
together,  Jenny  might  be  found  to  be 
one  who  was  defirous  to  paft  for  fome- 
body  elfe.  This  I  imagined  might  hap  • 
pen;  and  certainly  had  in  a  ftmrttime^ 
but  that  the  marqnis  apprehended  the 
fame  thing.  It  will  appear  how  he  ma« 
naged  the  affair :  at  prefent,  fomething 
elfe  demands  our  attention  j  every  thing 
has  it's  proper  place. 

I  pafled  the  night  better  than  I  had 
reafon  to  expeft.  In  the  morning,  my 
mother  bringing  me  fome  broth,  whicn 
I* ordered  Barbara  to  make  over  nighty 
told  me,  that  the  gentleman  at  the  caftle 
had  fent  to  know  who  I  was,  anJ 
whether  I  made  any  ftay  in  the  village. 
She  added,  flie  had  given  no  pofitive 
anfwer,  not  knowing  what  were  my  in- 
tentions-. 

I  praifed  my  mother**  difcretion,  with 
an  air  that  fumciently  fhewed  my  fatis'- 
fa6^ion  ;  but  had  like  to  have  fpotled.aU 
by  aflcing  a  qutftion  i  I  recollected  my- 
felf, and  only  enquired  who  was  lord  of 
their  village.  *  He  is  a  financier,'  faid 
ftie,  *  an  5d  batchelor ;  who,  after  the 

*  death  of  the  laft  poflcflbr,  purchafeJ 

*  it  of  his  widow.     He  was  once  upon 

<  the  point  of  marrying  a  daughter  of 

*  mine,  who  now  lives  with  a  lady.* 
My  mother  was  talking  all  this  time  of 
me,  and  was  loth  to  Tpeak  her  mind  t» 
my  difadvantage ;  fuch  acknowledg- 
ments grate  too  much.  '  But  the  match 

*  was  broke  off,'  continued  flic,  «  be- 

*  caufe  the  intended  bridegroom  was 
«  engaged  to  another,  who  Icrtt  to  for- 

<  bid  the  marriage.     Fiom  that  time^ 

<  the  women  are  all  afraid  of  him. 
'  though  he  is  very  rich,  and  be  makes 
'  himlelf  amends  as  often  as  he  can  ; 

*  but  his  horrid  figure  and  bad  charaSer 

*  frighten  all  our  gij  Is.     He  ipends  the 

*  autumn  here^  and  during  that  time 

*  every  onfc  keeps  watch  and  ward,  for 

*  he  is  as  wicked  as  he  is  u^ly.'  , 
This  account  refembled  M.  Gripart' 

fo  very  muchjwhom  I  have  mentioned  be- 
fore, that  I  was  not  furpriied  to  hear  my 
mothsr  name  him.  As  the  was  in  a  talk- 
ing mood,  flie  icUted  Madame  D  Ef- 

rival'* 
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jtival's  hiftory>  much  the  fame  at  what 
I  have  given  before.  She  cxpreffed  hei*- 
fk\f  much  properer  than  my  father, 
which  made  mereli(|;^  it  better  from  her 
than  from  him.  The  reader  may  judge  5 
the  fequel  of  that  lady's  hiftory  falls  ia 
too  natui'aJly  here  t6  be  po(tponed» 


SEqVEL  OF   MADAME   D'ELBIEVX'S 
HISTORY* 

IN  the  mean  time,  M.  D'Eftival,  i^- 
norant,  as  one  may  imagine,  of  his 
Wiyg  by  miftake  concerned  in  what  had 
pafled  the  preceding  night,  came  before 
iinncr  to  the  Countefs  De  N— 's 
caftlc,  determined  on  the  anlwer  he  was 
to  make  to  her  propofals.  One  moment 
later,  all  would  have  been  over  5  he  h^d 
certainly  found  the  door  (hut  again (l 
him,  and  mud  have  returned  without 
comprehending  the  meaning  of  fuch  a 
whimfical  order.  The  countefs,  who 
thought  (he  had  reafon  to  be  highly  pro- 
voked, was  determined  to  have  him  for- 
bid ever  fetting  his  foot  again  in  her 
houfe  I  but,  never  di-eaming  of  his  be- 
ing there  before  dinner,  as  he  muft  have 
gone  tp  bed  fo  late,  deferred  giving  her 
orders  till  (he  rofe  herfelf. 

Let  any  one  imagine  her  cbnfterna- 
tion,  at  feeing  him  enter  her  bed-cham- 
ber with  that  eafy  air  which  is  the  re- 
fult  of  ii\nocence.  She  was  fcarce  able 
to  command  her  refentmcnt,  and  turned 
to  the  other  fide  with  a  difdain  which 
muft  have  been  difcovered,  had  there 
been  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  what  had 
given  occafion  to  it.  D^Eftival,  not 
aware  of  ir,  enquired  after  her  health, 
and  how  (he  came  to  keep  hei*  bed  fo 
long,      •  You    have  certainly  Cupped 

*  late,  been  up  all  night,'  faid  he,  «  and 

*  now  have  got  the  head  ache;  and,  if 

*  I  may  judge  by  your  looks,  are  not 
'  in  a  humour  to  chat.^  This  fjieech, 
far  from  engaging  the  countefs  to  make 

'  any  anfwer,  only  provoked  her  the  more; 
ncverthelefs,  (hie  contained  herfelf,  out, 
of  a  de(ire  to  know  how  far  the  im-^ 
poftor^s  impudence  would  go.     •  Tht4 

*  treacherous  man,'  faid  (he  to  herfelf, 

*  after  endeavouring  to  deceive  the 
«  daughter,  fancies  the  mother  may  be 

*  more  eafily  impofed  on,  as  (he  does 

<  not  know  what  difcoveries  her  daugh- 

<  ter  has  made ;  and  flatters  himfelf, 

*  that  though  he  is  difcardcd  by  her, 

*  be  may  marry  me*    Bl^  why  flxoukl 


'  I  take  his  periidv  thus  to  heart?  Wltai 

*  is  it  to  me,  whether  the  wretch  be' 

*  privately  married  or  not,  or   daresr 

*  make  his  addreifes  to  me  ?    I  knfow 
<  what  I  have  to  do,  and  ihotild  be  guil* 


■  give  myfelf  uneaiinefs  to  no  purpofe.* 
This  reafonable  fefle6kion  brought 
the  countefs  to  herfelf.    Inftead  of  car- 
rying it  with  a  high  hand,  as  fhe  once 
thought  of  doing,  (he  pretended  to  wake 
out  of  her  fleep,  faying,  fhe  had  ^ot 
ckifed  her  eyes  all  night,  and  that  it 
was  very  barbarous  to  diihirb  her.  *  In* 
deed,  M.D*£lkivaI,*  added  fhe,  ^yjcm 
are  to  blame,  and  I  ought  to  punifh ' 
you,  by  taking  another  nap;  but  for 
this  time  I  will  pardon  you,  being 
impatient  to  hear  what  you  have  de« 
termined  after  our  laft  converfation. 
Step  into  the  next  room  while  I  rife, 
and  then  we  will  difcourfe  as  long  as 
you  pleafe.* 

D*£ftival  oppofed  this.  *  YotI  an. 
pear  too  much  to  advantage,^  faid  he 
with  a  fmile,  *  in  your  bed,  and  are 
too  charming  for  me  to  lofe  the  plea- 
fure  of  feeing  you.  Give  me  leave  to 
(it  down  by  you,  and  I  fhall  declare 
my  fentiments  with  the  fincerity  you 
exa^led  of  me.* 

The  countefs,  too  fenfible  to  compli** 
ments,  was  halif reconciled.     'You  are 
*  always  flattering  one,*  faid  fhe,  in  an 
affedled  tone ;  '  any  one  elfe  would  be 
deceived  by  your  fine  fpceches  :  but  it 
is  lucky  fx>r  me  that  I  know'myielf, 
and  am  not  fool  enough  to  be  impofed 
on.   But  to  tlie  refolution  youfay  you 
have  taken  j  that  refolution  I  am  lb 
much  Jmereiltd,  and  fo  impatient  to 
hear.*  ^ 

«  I  have  too  lively  a  fcnfc  of  all  the 
civilities  I  have  received,'  replied 
D'Eftival,  very  gravely,  *  to  hefitate  a 
moment  in  £ncerely  declaring  my 
mind :  I  am  a  ftranger  to  deceit,  and 
value  myfelf  too  much  on  probity,  to 
make  a  myftery  of  the  pafhon  I  have 
for  Mademoifcllc  D'Elbieux,  This 
is  faying  enough.  Madam }  and,  I 
think,  I  ought  not  to  nfe  an  apology 
for  alluring  you  I  am  ready,  whenever 
you  pleaie,  to  marry  your  daughter, 
and  receive  her  from  your  hand  as  9 
precious  pledge  of  your  efteem  and 
friendfhip.* 

This  anfwer  needed  so  exphuntion. , 
«  That 
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'  ierious,  it  it  time  to  come  to  an  expla- 
^  nation.  What  is  it  you  mean  by  pre- 

*  tending  I  am  married  ?   What  fecret 

*  engagement  do  you  hint  at?    What 

*  grounds  have  you  to  imagine  your 

*  daughter  has  difcarJed  me  with  fcorn? 

*  I  would  have  you  to  know,  Madam^ 
'  with  .all  due  refpefl,  that  there  is  not 
'  one  fyllablc  of  truth  in  all  this ;  and 

*  that  if  you  talk  till  tomorrow,  I  {ball 

*  not  comprehend  one  word  you  fay/ 
The  more  M.  D'Ellival  perfifted  ia 

aflerting  his  innocence,  the  more  the 
prejudiced    countefs't    rage  increafed. 
Notwithdanding  her  refolution  to  keep 
in  a  bantering  flrain,  Oie  loft  all  pati- 
mcc.     <  Is  it  poffible/  fatd  ihe,  raifing 
her  voice,  *  that  you  fhould  carry,  Sir, 
'  the  impofture  to  this  length?     You 
dare  maintain  you  are  not  married  ?*— • 
Yes,  Madam,  I  do  aver  it,*  replied 
D'Eilival :  <  who  could  have  informed 
you  of  {o  hafe  a  calumny?'—*  My 
daughter^  if  you  muftknow,*  replied 
the  counters  very  warmly,  not  daring 
to  own  how  fhe  had  difcovered  it.   *  Ma- 
dcmoifdle   D'EIbieuxl*  cried  D'Ef- 
val :  *  fhe  could  never  have  invented 
fuch  a  lye !  I  fay  a?ain,  Madam,  you 
onlv  divert  yourfelf  at  my  expence, 
and  have  fome  motive  for  fo  doing, 
I  am  fatisfied  you  have  invented  this 
ftory,  as  an  excufe  for  breaking  your 
word  with  me ;  but  you  need  not  tiave 
taken  the  pains  to  proceed  in  this  ex- 
traordinary manner:  had  you  barely 
faid  you  did  not  approve  of  me  for  a 
Ton- in -law,  I  (hould  have  come  pre- 
i'ently  to  a  refolution.  Madam,  and 
given  you  no  farther  trouble.' 
The  conclufion  of  this  anfwer  touch* 
ed  the  countefs  to  the  cjuick.     *  There 

*  is  no  bearing  this,'  cried  fhe,  looking 
furioufly  at  him  5  •  you  provoke  me  be- 
yond meafure  by  your  ill  manners. 
Know,  then«  Sir,  finct  you  force  me 
to  it,  that  I  was  witnefs  the  lail  night 
of  your  converfation  with  my  daugh- 
ter in  the  Park ;  now  Aire  you  under- 
me.  Will  you  deny,  too,  that  my 
daughter  wrote  to  you  ;  that  you  a- 
grecd  to  meet  hef  in  the  Park  j  that 
you  and  fhe  talked  of  me  in  the  moft 
contemptible  manner?  Will  you  de- 
ny, too,  your  owning  your  marriage  ? 
But  to  what  purpoie  do  I  give  thele 
proofs  ?  I  fere  in  your  looks  you  a^e 
tontnving  to  evade  them.  Go,  Sir^ 
it  is  (hameful  for  a  man  of  your  rank 
to  lye  fo  openly  $  I  always  thought 

G  f  *  perToaa 


*  That  IS  as  much  as  to  fay,'  replied 
the  countefs,  ironically,  *  you  cruelly 
'  facrifice  yourfelf;  and,  to  oblige  me, 
'  willbeoome  the  moft  wretched  of  man - 

*  kind.  This  is  doing  a  great  deal  for 
<  my  fake  I  I  know  not  how  to  make  a 
'  return :  but  in  an  affair  of  this  confe- 

*  queiice,  I  muft  let  the  mother  take 

*  place  of  the  friend,  and  examine  every 

*  thing  very  cautioufly-  I  have  been 
'  bformed.  Sir,  that  you  are  already 
'  married,  and  i3efore  any  thing  is  con- 
'  eluded  on»  it  is  fit  I  fhould  be  fully 
'  fatisfied  on  fo  material  a  point.  If 
'  you  will  aft  with  the  probity  for  which 
'  you  feem  to  value  yourulf,  I  fhall 
'  avoid  making  an  enquiry  j  which » 
'  though  it  turn  out  to  your  advantage, 

*  will  throw  a  flur  upon  5[ou,  every  man 
'  of  honour  ought  to  avoid.' 

M.D'Eflivaljwbofeconfciencedid  not 
accufe  him,  imagined  either  the  countefs 
bantered,  or  elfe  refented  the  preference 
he  gave  her  daughter.     *  You  are  at 

*  liberty.  Madam,'  anfwered  he,  <  to 

*  aft  as  you  pleafe.  Whatever  meafures 

*  you  take,  1  am  fure  they  will  prove 

*  my  innocence.  Every  one  knows  me  5 

*  I  have  nothing  to  reproach  myfeif 

*  with,  and  defy  the  worft  of  my  ene- 

*  mies.'— « This  is  goin?  too  far,'  cried 
thecountefs,intem]ptingliim:  'you may 

*  talk  thus  to  others,  who  are  Icfs  ac- 
'  quainted  with  you  ;  but  as  for  me,  I 
«  am  not  foeafily  deceived.'—*  Though 

*  yon  fliould  take  it  ill,'  replied  D'Ef- 
tival,  with  warmth,  <  I  muft  tell  you, 

*  that  whoever  gave  you  any  fuch  infor- 

*  mation;   are  impoftors,  and  I   fhall 

*  puhifh  them  as  they  defcrve,  if  you 
, '  will  pleafe  to  name  them  :  the  ]rh  h 

*  fomething  tart,  and  fure  enough  car- 

*  ried  too  far/ 
The  countefs,  fully  pcrfuaded  that  It 

was  D'Efiival  whom  fne  had  heard  re- 
proached over  night  with  his  fecret  en- 
gagements, and  which  he  had  owned, 
was  exafperated  at  his  aflurance  in  de- 
nying them.  «  My  daughter,'  cried 
fbe,  m  a  pailion,  *  can  never  be  fuffici- 
'  ently  praifed  for  difcarding  you  with 

*  fcom,  iince  you  fland  (6  audacioiifly 

*  m  a  lye,' — «  For  Heaven's  fake,  Ma- 

*  dam !'  faid  D'Eftival,  internipting  her 
a  Aird  time,  *  let  us  underfland  one  an* 

*  other,  and  do  not  perfift  in  fuch  cruel 

*  treatment ;  if  you  are  in  jell,  I  will 

*  hold  my  tongue,  and  am  willing  you 
^  fhould  give  full  fcope  to  your  bitter 
^  f^l^ing  humour  3  but  if  you  ar^ 
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.«  pcrfoiw  of  diftinftion  were  exempt 
«  from  t^is  vice' 

^  Nay,  then  V  cried  D'Eftival,  lifting 
up  his  eyes  to  heaven ;  *  either  I  am  run 

<  mad,  or  you  have  loft  your  fenfcs  I 
«  Pardon  me.  Madam,  if  my  emotion 
«  has  occafioned  an  expreflion  I  myfelf 

•  blame;  but  really  any  one  clfe  would 
«  lofe  all  patience  with  you.     I  received 

•  a  letter  laft  night  from  your  daughter! 
»  file  met  me  in  the  Park  I  I  fpcak  dif- 

•  relpeclfullyofyou  ;  and,  tocompleat 

•  the  fiftion,  frankly  owned  myfelf  mar- 

•  ried,  when  there  is  no  fuch  thing,  and 

•  /he  difeard  me  without  my  knowing 
«  of  it !  Faith,  Madam,  once  more,  ci- 

•  ther  you  dream,  or  I  am  mad :  cer- 
«  tainly  I  have  difturbed  your  fleep,  and 

•  you  are  dreaming  again  j  or  you  are 

•  refolved  to  provoke  a  man  of  fome 

•  worth.  Yes,  I  fay  it  again,  you  cer- 
«  tainly  dream,  and  the  devil  himfelf 

•  cannot  unriddle  it.* 
MadcmoifelleD'Elbieux  entered  the 

room  as  D*£(lival  faid  this  in  a  great 
heat.  She  did  not  know  he  was  come, 
but  was  ftill  pcrfuaded  he  was  the  per- 
fon  flic  had  ulked  with  the  night  before; 
and  was  not  much  furprizcd  to  find  him 
with  her  mother,  after  what  (he  fancied 
ihehaddifcovered.  Her  malice,  which 
was  never  backward,  made  her  conclude 
that  he  had  lain  in  the  caftle ;  and  what 
conArmed  her  in  it  the  more,  was  his 
angry  difcourfe.  She  did  not  doubt  but 
,her  mother  and  he,  like  too  many  mar- 
ried people,  had  quarrelled ;  and  vexed 
to  meet  a  man  (he  detcfted  upon  the  pre- 
tended difcovery,  (lie  was  going  to  iTiire 
and  vent  her  ill-humour  in  her  chamber; 
but  the  countefs  perceiving  her,  very 
peremptorily  commanded  her  to  lUy, 
faying,  her  prefrncc  was  necefl'ary  to 
dear  up  an  affair  (lie  was  acquainted 
with,  and  well  dcferved  (added  ihb  with 
a  fneer)  the  honour  of  her  evidence  and 
confirmation. 

DEftival,  who  was  grown  impatient, 
did  not  wait  for  the  countefs  proceeding 
in  her  difcourfe.  *  I  am  overjoyed, 
■  Mademoifellc,'  faid  he,  *  that  you  are 
«  come  fo  luckily.  Would  you  believe, 

*  your  mother  has  fpent  an  hour  in  en- 

*  deavouring  to  perfuadc  mc  that  you 
«  wrote  to  me,  and  that  in  confequcnce 

*  of  it,  I  met  you  Jait  night  in  the  Park; 

*  that  under  favour,  we  railed  at  her, 
'  and  a  thoufand  dreams  of  this  nature  ? 

*  Speak,  Madcmoifelle,  you  can  beft  de- 

<  cide  it.    It  was  in  vain  for  me  to  lU*- 


*  fure  her  that  it  is  all  a  mUlalce:  (lie 
'  perfifts  in  proving  it  to  be  true,  and  I 
<  am  fo  aftoni(hed,  that  I  (hall  not  re- 

*  cover  myfelf  foon.' 
Mademoifelle    D'Elbieux   was,  ea;<- 

trcmely  furprizcd  to  hear  that  her  mp- 
ther  was  fo  well  acquainted 'with  her 
proceedings.  She  concluded  the  far- 
mer's fon  had  betrayed  her,  and  was 
refolved  to  revenge  herfelf  fooner  gr 
later.  Notwithftanding  her  anger  a- 
gr/mft  D'Eflival,  (he  approved  of  his 
perfi fling  to  deny  the  meeting,  and 
thought  it  was  her  bufmefs  to  fecond 
him  ;  which  (he  did  with  fo  much  ear- 
neftnefs,  that  it  was  rewarded  with  a 
box  on  each  ear,  for  faying  (he  knew 
nothing  at  all  of  it,  and  that  it  was  coo- 
trary  even  to  common  fcnfe. 

The  countefs  having  thus  revengod 
herfelf,  ordered  D'Eftival  very  difdain- 
fuliy  to  retire,  and  never  come  near  her 
more.  He  rofe  from  his  feat,  ftung  with 
the  injurious  treatment  he  had  received. ' 

*  Yes,  Madam,*  cried  he,  *  you  (hall 

*  fee  me  no  more;  but  remember,  and 

*  I  repeat  it  before  this  young  lady,  that 

*  I  never  (lined  from  home  laft  night, 

*  as  all  the  people  in  the  village  can 

*  witnefs  j  I  lay  at  my  own  houfe :  that 

*  I  had  not  the  honour  of  meeting  your 

*  daughter;  that  I  never  told  her  I  was 

*  married ;  and,  in  (ine,  that  the  whole 
'  is  si(i£lion.  This  is  the  plain  truth, 
'  and  fo  I  wi(h  you  a  good  morrow;  cq- 

'  *  gagtng  my  word  of  honour  never  to 

*  expofe  myfelf  ?gain  to  fuch  opprobri- 
'  ous  treatment  as  I  have  undergone  this 

*  day.' 
D'Eftival   went  away,    leaving  the 

countefs  extremely  perplexed  at  the  im- 
pollure,  of  which  (lie  thought  him  guil- 
ty. Looking  at  her  daughter,  who  cried 
for  vexation;  *  You  arc  very  impudent, 
'  Mils/  faid  (he,  *  to  deny  what  I  my- 
felf faw.and  heard.*     Saying  this',  ui'e 
threw  the  letter  at  her  (he  had  intercept- 
id,  as  WIS  mentioned  befoie.     'Will 
you  deny  this  too?  I  know  you,  per- 
fidious creature!    your  wicked  heart 
betrays   itfelf  every  moment.     Vou 
exprefs    yourfelf  in  my  regard  with 
great  tenderncfs  and  affection,  truly.! 
Go,  ungrateful   child! 'you  little  dc- 
fcrve  what  I  have  done  i'vr  you  ;  and 
I  (liould  aft  very  prudently,  if,  after 
difcovering  your  malicious  uifpofitios, 
I   fecurcd  you  in  a  place  that  might 
prevent  your  behaving  to  ine (6  cruelly 

Thtft 
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Tfiefe  reproaches  were  too  juft  not  to 
affed  Mademoifelie  D'Elbieux,  wicked 
as  die  was :  fht  Cried  very  heartily,  and 
confeifed  (he  deferred  them,  as  (he  own- 
ed to  her  confidante,  from  whom  thi$ 
hiftory  was  learned.  BedJes  her  other 
lA  qualities^  (he  was  very  unguarded* 
afld  had  not  fenie  enough  (o  conceal  what 
flieoughf  to  have  burled  in  eternal  obli- 
vion. 

As  raih  as  Mademoifelie  DTIbietix 
was,  (he  refle^ed  a  lon^  time  on  what 
(ad  happened,  though  it  was  not  ufual 
with  her.  Had  there  been  the  leaft  room 
to  doubt,  (he  would  have  concluded  that 
P'*E&iva]  was  not  the  perfon  (he  met  in 
the  Park:  his  den3ringliavingbcen  thei-e, 
and  her  mottier's  padlonate  manner  of 
forbidding  him  the  houfe,  did  not  fuit 
die  notions  (he  had  imbibed.  She  was 
infinirely  deHrous  of  difcourdng  him  on 
the  points  he  had  fo  obilinately  denied  ^ 
befides^  it  was  fufficient  to  be  ill  ufed 
ty  heir  mother,  to  reconcile  him  to  her, 
fo  fay  nothing  of  his  being  mo(t  in  fa- 
vour of  all  her  lovers  j  and  in  the  hu« 
mour  Ihe  then  was,  (he  heartily  wi(hed 
the  engagements  (he  fancied  he  was  un- 
der with  her  mother  were  not  of  the  na- 
ture  (he  fuQie^led,  in  order  to  receive  his 
addreffcs  anew,  and  even  to  marry  him 
t^erhaps  at  laft. 

She  was  juft  fitting  down  to  table 
trfith  her  mother,  who  ftill  murmured 
tad  reprimanded  her  for  what  had  hap- 
pened, (for  the  beft  of  nlothers,  when 
thus  provoked,  do  not  eadly  give  over.) 
Dinner  was  ferving  up,  when  word  was 
brought  that  M.  D'K(lourneaux  was 
come.  After  rcfle^ing  on  what  had 
pafletl;  he  was  concerned  at  having  been 
fo  fooIKh  as  to  give  occafion  to  Made- 
moifelie D*£lbieux  retiring,  when  his 
good  fortune  had  procured  him  the 
meeting:  apprehending  beddes,  that  jea* 
loixfy  might  poflibly  have  mortified  ner, 
he  came  to  repair  the  mifchief  he  had 
done  liimfclf  i  and  in  order  that  the  ac- 
knowledgment he  had  made  (hould  not 
prejudice  his  pretenfions  to  a  perfon 
who,  in  marrying  him,  might  retrieve 
his  aifairs,  and  ms^e  his  fortune,  he 
was  refolved,  in  cafe  flie  refufed  to  hear 
him  on  account  of  his  having  faid  he 
was  mai'ried,  to  pretend  it  was  all  a  jeftj 
and  only  to  try  wheiher  (he  concerned 
hcrfclf  m  what  regarded  him.  He  had 
even  taken  the  precaution,  in  cafe  (he 
iboald  make  any  enquiry,  to  in(tru^  his 
«iff>  and  convince  her^  that  it  was-her  in* 


tereft  to  sdift  him  on  this  occafion, inordep 
to  alleviate  the  extreme nece(nty  to  whic^ 
her  ill  condu£l  had  reduced  her.  .  Thif 
was  what  brought  the  vain  glorious 
D'£(toumeaux  to  the  caftle,  and  occa« 
fioned  various  adventures. 

Mademoifelie  D'Elbieux,  who  had 
not  digefted  the  blows,  nor  the  conti- 
nual refleflions  (he  had  undergone^ 
received  D'Eftourneaux  very  coldly. 
On  the  contrary,  the  counteis  care(ie(| 
him  extremely,  becaufe  (he  knew  he  was 
odious  to  D'E^ival,  as  if  (he  intende4 
by  fuch  treatment  to  revenge  herfelf  fop 
all  the  grievances  (he  laid  to  his  charge* 
The  gentleman  was  Co  elevated  at  thif^ 
that  he  grew  very  jovial  ^  and  endeavour? 
ed,  by  his  country  jefts,  to  reinftate 
himfelf  in  the  favour  of  Mademoifcllp 
D'Elbieux.  The  counteis  perceiyiiig^ 
by  her  daughter's  fullen  looks,  that 
DTdourneaux's  company  was  difagrecr 
able  to  her,  took  a  malicious  pleafure 
in  leaving  them  alone.  Accordingly, 
the  moment  (he  had  dined,  (he  retired  tp 
her  clofet  under  fome  pretext,  but  in 
reality  to  divert  herfelf  with  the  vexa«  , 
tion  this  would  occafion  her  daughter^ 
When  ill -nature  is  to  be  indulged, 
every  thing  that  mortifies  another  ig 
acceptable,  though  ^f  the  moft  trifling 
nature.  * 

The  fpark  was  no  fooner  alone  wita 
the  daughter,  but  he  began  his  addreiffea 
and  fine  fpeeches,  in  order,  if  podlble, 
to  renew  the  preceding  night^s  coover;- 
fation }  but  he  met  with  all  the  difdaio 
Ihe  was  capable  of  cxpreillng  whendifr 
pleafed.  D*Efloumeaux  bore  it  tolera* 
biy  well  for  fome  timej  but  finding  nos- 
thing  would  pleafe  her,  he  began  to 
think  of  juftifying  himfelf  upon  the 
fub)e6l  of  his  unlucky  acknowledge 
ment,  from  which  he  imagined  all  thii 
contempt  proceeded.     *  I  fee  plainly, 

<  Mademoifelie/  aied  he,  *  that  .whac 

<  I  faid  lafl  night  about  a  protended 

*  marriage,  by  way  of  banter,  has  maJe 

*  youuneafy^andoccafionedthecoldnei^ 

*  with  which  I  am  treated;  bn^dp  not 

*  be  miftaken,  I  am  under  no  engage)* 

*  ment,  as  I  am  ready  to  prove:  ha^ 

<  vou    favoured   me  a  few   moments 

*  longer  with  your  company,. you  woul4 

*  have  found—'     •   Are  you    ru^i 

*  madr  replied  Mademoiselle  D'^EA- 
bieux,  very  drily.  *  Who  told  you  th^t 

<  I  concerned  my  (elf  about  you^  ,or  am 

*  any  way  intcrefted  whether  you  are 
'  *  at  Ubetty  or  not  t  Neither  do  X  com- 

G  g  X  f  prehend 
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*  prebend  what  you  mean  by  a  difcourfe    D*Eftival  $  but  (he  was  too  impetOMif# 


•  you  fay  we  had  together  j  I  i-cmcmbcr 
'  •  nothing  of  it.  You  muft  explain  your- 

•  felf  I  or,  which  would  do  much  better, 
«  Sir,  give  me  no  farther  trouble :  I  am 

•  not  in  a  humour  to  be  diverted  with 
«  your  wit  j  and  you  had  befl  referve 

•  It  for  others,  who  may  poflibly  rclifli 
«  it,  though  I  do  not.' 

•  This  made  D'Eftourncaux  ftare,  and 
puzzled  him  in  his  turn.  '  I  could  not 
«  have  thought,'  anfwcrcd  he,  *  that  you 

•  would  quarrel  for  a  trifle,  after  giv- 

•  ing  me  a  meeting.    I  think—*    *  I 

•  give  you  a  meeting  I'  cried  Ihe,  inter- 
rupting liim  a  fecond  time,  and  fur- 

Tnzed  at  his  aflurance  5  *  you  are  cer- 
tainly diftra^ed,  or  could  never  have 
''*  entertained  fuch  an  extravagant  no* 
"«  tion.'— *  I  fliould  think  fo  too,'  re- 
plied D*£ftourntaux,  incenfed  at  this, 
«  if  I  imagined  all  the&  things  without 


too  lively,  and  too  obftinate,  to  aban- 
don her  nrft  notions,  and  confider  cool- 
ly upon  any  thing.  A  great  deal  of 
wit,  but  little  judgment,  is  the  chanic«> 
ter  of  Mademoifelle  D'Elbieux,  nam 
Madame  D 'Eft ivai:  However,  relent- 
ment  rau(t  not  be  indulged ;  never  any 
good  is  to  be  expe£led  from  it. 

The  counteis,  who  overheard  every 
word,  foon  found  out  the  myAery*  In- 
dead  of  being  concerned  for  her  beha* 
viour  to  the  unfortunate  XTEftival,  ihe 
thought  the  whole  aflfair  fo  veiy  diverc* 
ing,  when  (he  recoUefted  all  that  had 
paiTed  over  night  and  the  morning  fol- 
lowing, that  Sie  feveral  times  burft  out 
into  loud  fits  of  laughter.  D*Eftoiir- 
neaux,  who  took  it  to  himfdf,  and  ima- 
gined his  night-adventure  was  only  « 
contrivance  to  ridicule  him,  reienteA 
her  mirth,  and  rofe  from  his  feat,  fay- 


*  any  foundation ;   but  when  you  fee    ing  (he  viras  very  ill-mannered  to  make 


this  letter,  and  which  you  cannot  dif- 

•  own,  as  I  received  it  from  you,  I  flat- 

•  ter  myftif  you  will  not  perfift  in  treat- 

•  ing  me  as  you  have  hitherto  done." 

Saying  this,  he  prefented  the  letter  to 
her,  which  created  no  fmall  aftoniih- 
ment.  Calling  her  eyes  upon  it,  flie 
fancied  (he  knew  the  hand,  and  upon 
that  read  it  all  over.  It  appeared  to  be 
the  fame  with  the  letter  ihe  wrote  to 
JD'Eftival,  excepting  as  to  the  place  of 
Meeting,  and  the  writing  being  diffe- 
rent from  her  own.  After  weighing 
with  herfelf  who  could  have  poflibly  put 
ihch  a  trick  upon  her,  flie  recolleaed 
what  her  mother  had  faid  to  her,  and 
"from  thence  concluded,  it  was  her  who 
Ihtercepted  the  letter,  and  had  put  it  to 
Yuc^  an  ufe :.  but,  notwiihftanding  tliis 
diicOvery,  (he  was  quite  in  the  dark  as 
"to  the  reft  of  the  adventure.  What 
rould  be  the  defign  of  lending  the  letter 
to  D'Eftourneaux  inftead  of  D'Eftival  > 
Why  Should  her  mother  fall  upon  D'f  f- 
tival  for  the  meeting,  and  he  deny  it 
fo  ftrenuoufly  ?  Had  the  cover  ot  the 
•billet  been  proferved,  it  would  have  un*- 
riddlbd  the  Whole ;  but  it  was  nevejr 
;read,  D'Eltoumcaiix  having  carelcfsly 
thrown  it  into  the  fire;  from  whence 
arofe  all  the  tnyftery,  not  to  bfc  unrid- 
*dled,'and  which  fo  much  perplexed  Ma- 
-demoilelle  D'Elbieux.  Had  the  hea((- 
ftrohg  thing  given  our  cotnitry  fouire 
the  hearing,  he  would  foon  have  clear- 
*ed  up  the  point,  and  informed  her,  that 
the  letter  was  brought  to  him  inllead  of 


a  jeft  of  a  man  of  his  importance.  Th» 
lels  merit  a  man  has,  the  more  fui^i-s 
cious  he  is  of  being  flighted.  This 
lujffing  fpeech  was  U)  far  fix>m  check- 
ing the  countefs,  that  it  only  increaled 
her  mirth  by  being  fo  ill-timed.  Ma- 
demoifelle D*Elbieux,  who  was  afto« 
niftied  to  hear  her,  bit  her  lips  for  vex- 
ation; thinking  it  was  a  confequence  of 
the  trick  (he  had  been  played,  reiblving 
to  revenge  herfelf  the  fjrft  opoortanity. 

In  the  mean  time  D^Eltoumeaux, 
whofe  refentment  of  the  ill  ufage  increaf- 
edwith  it,  began  to  think  of  convincing 
the  countefs  how  much  he  was  affronted^ 
by  afluring  her  it  was  the  laft  vifit  he 
ever  intended  there.  The  countefs,  na- 
tural I  v  polite,  and,  befides,  a|>prdiea- 
five  fe(t  D'Eftourneaux  in  nis  anger 
fliould  divulge  the  adventure  among  the 
nvighbouring  gentry,  and  prejudice  her 
daughter's  reputation,  aflured  him  he 
was  not  concerned  in  the  affair  j  but 
that  flie  could  not  help  being  diverted 
at  a  trick  flie  had  put  upon  her  daugh- 
ter, and  wherein  he  had  never  been  en- 
tangled, but  by  an  unlucky  miftake. 
The  fierce  country  fquire  was  appeafed 
by  this  aflurance,  which  his  pride  took 
for  an  excufe.  He  grew  good-humour- 
ed, in  order  to  pacify  the  counteis  for 
his  fpiteful  refleelions,  which  flie  could 
not  forbear  reproaching  him  with.  He 
told  her,  it  was  done  on  purpofe,  as  a 
punifliment  for  her  being  there^  which  hM 
difcovered,  as  he  aflured  her»  notwith- 
Handing  flie  tliought  herfelf  fo  well  hid. 

The 
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The  covBtef*  bdieved  what  (he  pleafed, 
but  her  daughter  at  lad  unravelled  the 
^Rrhole  mvftery  bv  what  (he  heard,  and 
was  no  longer  lurprized  at  D*£(Uvar$ 
peremptory  behaviour.  This  renewed 
ner  former  efteem  for  him,  and  con- 
vinced her»  that  all  (he  had  fufpe^led  to 
have  jnfled  between  her  mothier  and 
Iiini  was  purely  imaginary.  Her  paf- 
fion  revived,  with  a  firm  refolution  of 
giving  him  the  moft  convincing  proofs 
as  foon  as  poffible. 

An  opportunity  foon  offered  j  the 
countefsherfelf  brought  it  about.  She 
alvrays  had  a  value  for  M.  D'Eftival^ 
and  being  fenfible  of  the  injuftice  of 
her  behaviour  to  him ,  (he  though^  her- 
leif  obliged  to  acknowledge  her  fault, 
in  order  to  bring  him  to  the  caftle  again, 
and  convincs  him  of  her  concern  for 
what  had  pafled.  D'£l|iv^,  wh^  had 
retired  with  great  regret,  was  overjoyed 
at  the  pretence  that  was  given  him  to 
return,  without  bringing  his  honour  in 
^uedion.  Accordingly,  he  came  the 
next  day,  and  his  ihort  abfence  pnly 
ierved  to  render  him  the  more  amiable, 
and  redouble  the  efteem  he  was  in  be- 
fore the  rupture. 

The  moft  inconfiderate  have  fome 
Intervals  of  good  fenfe.  Mademolfclle 
D*£lbieux  behaved  for  a  few  days  with 
fo  much  temper,  that  DXftival  had  the 
addrefs  to  make  her  accept  of  his  pro- 
pofal  to  marry  her.  The  countefs, 
convinced  of  the  neceflity  of  marrying 
her  daughter,  efpectally  after  her  late 
fally,  and  knowing  how  ealily  in  fuch 
adventures  a  young  c/reature  might  be 
ruined  paft  retrtevinf,  was  refolved  not 
to  loie  (b  favourable  an  opportunity. 
Her  coofent  obtained,  the  nuptials  were 
immediately  celebrated,  and  nothing 
could  be  happier  than  the  firft  few  days 
that  followed.  The  alteration  in  Made- 
iBoiielle  D'Elbieux  for  the  better  was 
alloniihing.  The  family  bleiled  the  oc- 
cafion  of  Co  happy  a  cnange ;  but  tliey 
w«K  too  precipitate  in  their  fentiments : 
her  charader  was  ftill  the  fame,  and- 
loon  ezeiicd  itielf  with  it's  ufual  vio- 
Jence. 

They  had  not  been  married  a  fort- 
night, when  one  morning,  as  (he  was 
getting  up,  ihe  bid  her  woman  order 
the  coach  to  be  ready.  D^Eftival,  in 
his  complainant  way,  aiked  her,  if  fhe 
propo(ed  to  dine  abroad.  '  No,'  faid 
(he  very  coolly,  '  I  defign  for  Paris  i  I 
*  am  quite  tired  with  the  couotryi  where 


there  is  no  thing  new,  and  can  bear  it  n<» 
longer.'—*  You  have  too  much  fenfe,* 
replied  D'Eftival  very  mildly,  *  to  have 
'  taken  fo  fudden  a  refolution  without 
confuUing  your  mother,  and  hearine hef 
opinion.' — *  Why,  furcly !'  cried  (he 
very  haughtily,  '  am  I  fuch  an  infant, 
that  I  am  obliged  to  a(k  her  leave  f  « 
I  know  of  no  fuch  dependence,  and 
will  not  be  made  a  (lave  to  any  oae. 
You  are  very  impertinent  to  talk  to 
me  in  this  manner.  Surely,  the  fcene 
is  very  extraordinary  !*  —  *  What  I 
faid,'  anfwered  DXftival,  *  was  noC 
intended  as  an  aifront.  You  are  cer- 
tainly your  own  miftreis,  and  I  (hould 
be  forry  to  have  giv^n  you  the  lealt 
occafion  to  think  I  would  difobliet 
you }  but  I  ought  to  put  you  in  mind^ 
that  one  of  your  birth  (hould  not  leave 
her  relations  Co  very  abruptly,  and 
that——'  *  All  your  realoning,* 
ried  (he,  interrupting  him  again,  *  is 
in  vain  i  I  am  determined  to  fet  out 
inunediately  for  Paris,  and  nobody 
(hall  prevent  it.' 

*  There  is  but  one  difficulty  remains,* 
continued  D'Eftival,  provoked  with  his 
wife's  difcourfe;  *  which  is,  where  yov 

*  can  lodge  when  you  come  there  ?  You 

*  know  we  have  no  houfe,  nor  have  as  yet 

*  had  time  to  look  out  for  one  ;  befides, 

*  we  agreed  not  to  do  any  thing  cf  that 

*  kind  till  next  winter.' — «  What  is  that 
'  to  me,'  replied  the  humourfome  crea- 
ture with  an  air  of  difdain  :  *  do  you 
'  iinagiue  that  will  difappoint  my  jour- 

*  ney  ?     As  if  I  could  be  at  a  lofs  for 

*  a  lodging  in  dear  Paris  ?  Make  your- 
'  felF  eafy  as  to  that  particular  x  I  have 

*  contrived  the  whole  affair ;  and,  Hen- 

*  ven  be  praiicd!  do  not  want  any  one's 
'  direflion  how  to  behave  on  (uch  an 

*  oc cafion.^ 

A  neighbour  coming  in,  put  an  end 
to  the  conveifution.  M.  D'ElHval  was 
going  to  reply,  and  that  like  a  hufband 
who  was  determined  not  to  yield  to  fuch 
extravagancies.  The  difcoiirfc  at  firft 
ran  upon  indifferent  matters,  when  on 
a  fudden,  without  the  lead  conned  ion 
with  what  had  been  faid,  Madame 
D'Kftival  afked  the  lady,  what  (he 
thought  of  a  hufband  who  tyrannized 
over  his  wife,  and  thwarted  h?r  in  every 
thing.  The  lady,  furprized  at  fuch  a 
queftion,  and  gueffrng  fomething  vras 
amifs,  replied,  that  (he  did  not  believe  that 
any  mairied  man  was  fo  unreafonable. 
«  Well,  then/  cried  Madams  D*Efti- 

val. 


J 


238   THE  FORTUNATE  pOUNTRY  MAID. 


val,  looking  fcornfully  at  bei'.hufband| 

•  do  not  be  any  longer  in  fuch  a  tnif- 

•  taJke  5  that  gentlcBian  is  one  of,  tW 
f  number.     I  have  a  mind  to  go  tq 

•  Paris  ;    I  a(ked  his ,  cpnCent  in   an^ 

•  obliging  manner,  even  begged  it,  and 

•  yet  he  is  fo  cruel  as  to  refufe  me.     Is 

•  not  this  playing  the  tyrant  overa  wife  ? 

•  I  am  Co  provoked,  as  lea  ice  to  be  my- 

•  felf.*  p'Eftival,  who  litHe  exj^aed 
fuclj  a  vile  forgery,  and  was  now  con- 
vinced hfc  had  married  the  wickedeft 
creature  of  her  iex,  feeing  her  workeq 
tip  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  extravagance, 
thought  it  moll  prudeift  to  retire,  and 
not  give  himfelf  the  trouble  of  making 
any  anfwer.  He  went  directly  to  the 
c^ountefs,  but  with  an  air  of  trouble 
yrhicli  flie  prefently  difcovered,  and  en- 
quired what  was  the  occaHon  of  it :  he 
.very  readily  told  her  tl^e  whole  affair, 
After  flirugging  up  her  ihoulde'rs,  flie 
Jiroiriifed  to  take  proper  methods .  D'Ef-, 
tival  was  very  willing  (he  (houtd  ftir  ii^ 
k,  rather  than  himfelf  j  and,  in  order  19 
avoid  the  noife  he  forefaw  would  enfue, 
he  mounted  a  horfe  and  went  to  dinner 
about  a  league  from  thence,  hoping  at 
Hs  return  to  find  his  wife  in  abetter  hu- 
mour, and  poflibly  prevailed  on  to  hear 
reafon. 

It  was  a  difficult  tafk,  or  rather  an 
iropoflibility  :  the  couiitefs  her  mother 
was  thanked  very  difdainfully  for  her 
advice,  and  told  /he  was  not  miftrefs 
there,  and  that  no  deference  was  due 
to  her.  It  was  in  vain  to  tell  her  daughr 
ter^  that  to  go  without  her  hufband'§ 
confenty  or  to  leave,  him  behind,  was 
equally  monftrous.  Her  anfwer  fliil 
was,  file  cfid  not  marry  to  become  a 
Have,  and  that  if  other  women  were 
fuch  fools  as  to  be  led  by  the  nofe,  it 
was  not  her  cafe  ;  that  (he  would  (hew, 
the  rights  of  a  wife  were  not  inferior  to 
thofe  of  a  hu(band,  and  that  there  was 
nothing  wanting  but  to  know  as  much. 
In  fine,  words  run  high  j  it  was  to  no 
purpofc  to  intei-pofe,  go  (he  would.  A 
fervant  who  had  brought  her  up,  was 
fo  indifcreet  as  to  blame  her  condu6lji 
and  fay  (he  ought  in  confcience  to  obey 
her  hulband :  this  was  anfwercd  with 
bidding  her  be  gone.  Accordingly, 
Jier  wages  were  immediately  paid  j  and, 
in  (pite  of  all  remonftrances,  (he  viras 
turned  out  of  doors. 

The  other  fervants  hearing  the  old  wo- 
man was  difcharged,  who  had  brought 
lier  up  fi'om  an  infant,  concluded  they 


muft  not  delay  execyting  what  was  or- 
dered; thinking,  that  if  the  gover- 
nante,  after  fo  many  years  feivice, 
found  no  mercy,  tliey  could  hope  for 
Hone  if  the/  (hewed  the  leaft  repug- 
nance to  htr  commands.  The  coach- 
man, who,  by  the  countefs's  direftion, 
had  not  as  yet  put  the  horfes  to  the 
coach,  hurried  about  it  immediately  j 
the  waiting-woman  thought  of  nothing 
but  packing  up,  and  in  an  inftant  every 
thing  was  ready.  -  ' 

Bfeing'  informed    of   it^    Madame 

})'E(Hval  thi'Cw  hcrfelf  into  the  coach* 
t  was  in  vain  to  endeavour  to  prevail 
on  her;  (he  returned  no  anfwer^  but 
6rdei;ed  the  coachman  to  drive  away. 
The  whole  family  remained  in  the  ut- 
moft-  confternation  at  her  obftlnacy, 
imagining. this, might  nof  be  the  la(| 
freak  with  Ivhich  (he  would  try  a 
worthy  gentleman's  patience. 

The  countefs,  thinking  (he  ought  to 
acquaint  M.  D'jBftival  with  what  had 
paffcd,  difpatched  one  of  her  fsjrvanta 
with  a  letter  to  him.  He  took  hovCo 
immediately  upon  receiying  it,  much 
furpi'ized  to  find  his  wife  was  gone 
without  him»  anxL  (ho\ild  have  (hewn 
him'  Co  little  regard  as  not  to  vvait  hia 
return.  .  The  mother-in-law  was  too 
fen(ibleof  the'jufthefs  of  hisrefeiitment, 
to  make  any  apology  for  fuch  infuffer- 
able  behaviour  |  on  the  contrary,  (he 
pitied  him,  and  advifed;'  rather  as  A 
friend  than  a  mother,  thkt  he  (hould 
take  poft  inftantly,  endeavour  to  over- 
take her  at  night,  and  cither  prevail  oa 
her  to  hear  reafon,  or  to  a6l  as  the  oc- 
cafion  required.' 

This  advice  chimed  too  well  with  hia 
own  fentiments,  provoked  as  he  was^ 
not  to  be  followed.  He  fcnt  for  poft- 
horfes,  and  came  up  with  her  in  about 
four  hours.  She  was  juft  entering  a 
village,  when  (he  percieived  him  fol- 
lowing her,  at  a  time  (he  little  expelled 
It. 

The  interview  was  really  comical. 
Madame  D'Eftival,  who  eafily  gue(red 
he  did  not  come  after  her  for  nothings 
refolved  on  as  wicked  a  ftratagem  as 
could  be  invented.  Shcpi^tended  not  to 
know  him,  defired  he  would  go  about  hia 
bufinefs,  and,  upon  his  alfuming  an  air 
of  authority,  threatened  him,  that  if 
he  did  not  retire,  and  give  her  no  far- 
ther difturbance,  flie  would  declare  he 
came  to  offer  violence,  and  that  fh^ 
would  find  meant  to  be  rid  of  him. 

PXairalj 
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P*£(lival  perceived  that  things  muil 
come  to  an  extremity  if  he  proceeded 
any  farther :  (he  was  under  a  neceflity 
of  ftoppin^  in  the  village,  having  tired 
the  horfes  fo  much,  that  it  was  impof- 
(ible  to  go  on  without  baiting.  He 
kept  back  till  his  wife  alighted  at  the 
mn  where  (he  was  to  dine,  which  (he 
had  no  fooner  done,  but  advancing  to 
enter,  he  was  ftopped  at  the  door,  and 
a(ked  what  he'  would  have.    *  I  am 

*  come  to  dine  with  my  wife,*  ^nfwer- 
ed  he  in  a  paflion.     *  I  did  not  think  a 

*  man  mun  have  brought  his  pedigree,* 
continued  he  with  a  fmile  ot  diiclain, 

*  in  order  to  gain  admittance  here/ 
The  inn-keeper,  who  aikcd  D'Efti- 

val  fuch  a  ridiculous  queftion,  had  juft 
received  his  inftruftions  from  the  wife. 
She  had  charged  him  not  to  fuffer  a  mad- 
man to  come  in,  who  was  in  love  with 
her,  and  fo  outrageous  as  to  fancy  him- 
felf  married  to  her.  Were  ever  fuch 
artifices  employed  to  get  rid  of  a  huf- 
band  ?  Such  was  the  temper  of  the  wo- 
man I  am  fpeaking  of,  and  of  whom  I 
have  fuch  juft  reaJonsto  complain. 

As  Madame  D'Eftival  came  in  a 
hand(bme  coach  and  fix,  with  fui table 
attendants,  (he  made  no  fmall  figure : 
it  was  natural  enough  for  her  difcourfe 
to  have  it*s  defired  effeft«  fiut  as  her 
hn(band  came  on  a  poft-hprfe,  and  lived 
much  in  the  country,  it.  will  be  eaiily 
imagined  he  made  no  great  appearance 
either  in  cloaths  or  any  thing  ei/e.  The 
innkeeper  took  the  lady*#  part,  her 
equipage  carried  it^  and  Ai.  D'Eiiival 
was  not  regarded. 

The  brute,  as  moft  of  his  profef- 
£on  are,  was  nettled  at  the  anfwer 
mentioned  above,  and  the  more  fo,  for 
that  feveral  who  overheard  it  had 
lauehed  very  heartily.  He  an/Wered 
with  fome  warmth,  that  a  pedigree  was 
not  required  for  coming  into  his  inn, 
but  that  neverthelefs  he  had  no  room 
for  madmen,  who  fancied  themfelves 
married  to  women  they  never  faw  be- 
fore ;  that  he  (hould  have  no  entrance 
there,  (ince  his  defign  could  be  no  other 
than  to  infult  a  lady,  who  did  him  the 
honour  to  come  to  his  houfe  j  but  that 
if  he  had  the  alTurance  to  perfift  in  his 
ibliv,  he  would  let  him  fee  he  was 
maner  there,  and  knew  how  to  deal 
with  infolent  fellows  and  madmen. 

D'Eftival  was  highly  provoked  at- 
this  impertinence ;  and,  lofmg  all  pa- 
rcel drew  bis  fword  on  the  inn- keeper 


to  force  a  paif^ge.  The  hoftcfs  bawled 
for  help  to  the  fervants  j  and,  in  an  in- 
ftant,  the  whole  village  was  in  an  up- 
roar. Had  D'Eftival  been  Orlando 
Furiofo  himfcJf,  he  mud  have  yielded 
to  the  fuperiority  of  number.  Hit 
fword  was  (ecurcd }  and  had  not  the 
curate  interpofed  in  the  god-fpeed,  the 
innkeeper  had  certainly  crippled  him. 
The  clergyman,  by  his  prelirnce,  put 
a  (lop  to  their  fury,  and  enquired  vyhat 
was  the  matter.  D'EAivaf  offered  to 
fpcakj  but  the  inn -keeper,  fierce  as  a 
cock  on  bis  own  dunghill,  and  whom 
the  curate  and  the  peafants  refpe^led  for 
the  fake  of  his  heady  {turn,  was  veiy 
loud  in  his  own  defence.  In  fine, 
D'Eftival  was  adjudged  to  be  mad  as  « 
March  hare,  every  one  depo(ing  fome- 
thing  to  prove  his  madnefs  j  and  wlutt 
was  (lill  worfe,  the  curate  would  not 
hear  any  thing  to  the  contrary.  Ac- 
cordingly, he  pronounced  fentence,  that 
the  madman  ftiould  be  locked  up,  an 
information  takbn  of  thealfault,  and  be 
conduced  to  the  next  bailiwick,  in  order 
to  be  fent  to  a  madhoufe,  or  delivered 
to  his  relations,  to  be  lecured  and  pre- 
vented from  the  like  pranks  for  the  fu- 
ture. 

Such  was  the  decifion  of  the  curate 
and  chief  men  of  the  village,  who  uor 
dertook  to  fee  it  executed.  It  was  ia 
vain  for  D*Eftival  to  endeavour  to  clear 
himfelf ;  the  clowns  were  all  prejudiced 
againll  him.  Mine  hoil  of  the  White 
Crofs  had  been  attacked,  which  was 
proof  ftrong  enough  in  their  judgment  { 
and  all  D^Ellival  could  fay  in  his  owa 
defence  was  looked  upon  as  the  raving 
of  a  man  diftra^ted,  who  ought  not  to 
be  laughed  at,  as  they  faid  to  one  ano- 
ther, out  of  humanity,  but  ratlier  dc- 
(eived  to  be  pitied. 

All  this  while  Madame  D'Eftival 
flood  laughing  very  heartily,  which  her 
attendants  could  not  brook :  one  of 
them  chofe  rather  to  be  turned  away^ 
than  not  reprove  her  for  what  had  hap- 
pened. She  was  (b  provoked  at  his  ira- 
pertinence,  that  (he  forbid  him  her  fight, 
threatening,  that  if  ever  he  dared  to 
talk  of  her,  fhe  would  make  him  dearly 
repent  his  want  of  refpe^. 

After  this  aft  of  feverity,  (he  paid 
the  inn- keeper  well  for  his  Uouble,  and 
proceeded  on  her  journey.  Inflead  of 
reflefting  on  her  own  bafe  carriage  to  fo 
worthy  a  hufband  as  D'EflivaJ,  (he 
diverted  heilelf  with  it  on  the  road,  and 

bur* 
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hit  chin  witJinolMul^ce.    The  com* 

ejTy  tnui^ported  with  this  humorout 
ie»  devoured  with  all  their  eyet  both 
the  phjfiognomy  of  tfaecs^uchin,  look* 
ii4(  nighty  modeftly  on  the  fair  lady  as 
Ihe  drew  neart  and  her  arch  counte* 
Vance  enlivened  with  fweet  revenge. 
She  was  no  iboner  within  armU  len^, 
W  (^  ieized  the  beard  as  vigoroullv  as 
if  ihe  did  not  intend  to  quit  her  hold  on 
m  foddeo.  '  O  Lord  I*  cried  the  capu- 
chini  kidjp  *  I  befeech  yoa,  Madam.; 
<  you  tear  the  hair  up  by  the  roots :  if 

*  you  continue  to  make  me  gape  Co 

*  wide,  all  the  owls  about  me  wul  infal- 

*  libly  fly  into  my  mouth.* 

■  This  piece  of  ct^uchin  wit  made  the 
company  very  merry,  though  it  waii 
cafily  dilcemed  to  be  pointed  at  the 
laughers)  however^  the  (afcafm  had 
this  effiifty  they  no  longer  pitied  him, 
felt  applauded  her  who  was  bent  upon 
fluking  him  blafpheme. 

When  Madame  D^Eftival  found  her* 
Iblf  in  poflfeflion  of  the  venerable  beard, 
vnth  one  hand  flie  grafped  as  much  at 
Ihe  could  hold,  ahd  witn  the  other  be« 

Sin  to  nip  off  the  longeft  hairs  {  and 
is  with  lo  much  expedition,  that  Fa* 
ther  Raphael,  who  imagined  his  whole 
btturd  Was  going,  cried  out  bitterly, 
and  fpringing  up  with  all  his  ftrength, 
threw  MsSame  D*£ftival  from  him  up- 
on the  floor.  M.D*£ftival,  thecoun* 
teft,  every  one  ran  to  her  afliftance, 
took  her  up,  and  enquired  how  ilie 
found  herfelf.  She  cried  and  roared, 
)irotefting  (he  ih<Tuid  expire,  and  that 
nothing  lefs  than  tearing  off  all  the 
beard  could  fatisfy  her  for  the  cruel 
treatment  flie  had  received. 

Father  Raphael,  finding  himfclf  dif- 
cngaged,  and  apprehending  the  coiife* 
quences  of  her  brutality,  very  prudent- 
ly took  So  his  heels.  Any  one  elfe 
would  have  done  the  (ame,  as  it  wa^ 
certainly  the  wifeft  way,  and  the  only 
means  to  eA:ape  farther  mifchief.  Ma* 
dcitie  D'Eitival  no  fooner  perceived  his 
fligfttj^lft^  ihe  cried  ou^  againft  her  huf- 
band,'  ft)pMiftching  his  want  of  tender* 
neft . '  )t  j^in  vain  for  M.  D'Eftivol 
to  fay  he  Iras  ^rry  for  what  had  hap* 
pencd,  thae*  hts'^WtMtd  make  his  com- 
plaints to  the  i  ^  'Hop,  and  (he  fliould  be 
Amply  reveft^^df  ftill'-ftie  perfifted  in 
*  her  exclamatiflnil,  fwearing  he  was  privy 
to  what  the  capuchin  had  done,  and  on* 
ty  wanted  to  have  her  difpatched  at  any 


at  talk  thus,  espoftukted  with  her  mt 
e  injuftice  and  confequeoceof  her  (u* 
feicion*}  but  ihe  remained  inflexible  s 
me  vowed  nothing  fliould  appeafe*  bar, 
unlefs  he  would  run  after  Father  Ra- 
phael, and  bring  him  back,  ""or  tear  off 
nis  beard  hair  by  hairf  that  if  he 
brought  it,  without  leaving  any  behind^  . 
(he  would  believe  he  had  no  lumd  in 
what  had  pafled.  As  definmis  as  M* 
B'Eftival  was  of  oblifpng  his  wife  in 
the  condition  ihe  was  m,  ne  could  not 
prevail  vrith  himfelf  to  run  afler  the 
capuchin,  and  much  lefs  to  propolb 
pulling  his  beard  up  bv  thh  roots  i  ic 
could  not  be  expeSbd  that,  jealous  at 
he  Teemed  to-be  of  that  fatal  oeard,  he 
vrould  ever  conient  to  part  with  it  for 
all  the  big-bellied  women  in  Chriflen* 
dom,  M.  D'EfHval  concluded,  that 
on  fuch  a  vexatious  occafion,  it  was 
heft  to  tvtire;  which  he  did,  ftghing 
and  complaining  of  his  unhappy  lot^ 
which  had  tied  him  to  fuch  a  wicked 
woman  i  he  regretted  his  former  mode* 
rate  fortune)  and  rowed  that,  if  ever 
Heaven  (hould  take  pity  of  him,  and 
fet  him  once  more  at  liberty,  he  woufd 
never  be  fo  great  a  fool  as  to  expoie 
himfelf  again  to  the  like  misfortune. 

What  at  firft  feemed  only  a  comical 
accident  and  a  matter  of  mirth,  had 
like  to  have  proved  of  very  bad'  conie- 
quence.  M.  D*E(lival  being  obliged  to 
profecute  Father  Raphael,  to  fatisfy  hta 
wife,  who  infifted  on  having  him  pu- 
nifhed,  was  very  near  being  ctft  with 
the  lofs  of  all  he  was  worth.  The  cii- 
puchins  in  every  quarter  of  the  world 
made  themfelves  parties  concerned :  all 
the  beards,  not  even  thofe  of  the  good 
old  nuns  excepted,  were  in  conunotioA, 
and  appeared  in  the  common  caufe. 
Slad  not  theaf&ir  been  amicably  adjoft- 
t.d,  D'Eftival  would  have  repented  as 
ibng  as  he  lived  the  being  an  accom* 
plice  in  fo  criminal  an  attempt,  which 
was  only  pardoned  in  confideration  of 
it*s  being  alledged,  that  his  wife  was 
frantick  and  big  with  child,  which  waa 
admitted  as  an  atonement  for  the  affront 
offered  to  the  beards  of  the  whole  bodyt* 
Some  months  after,  Mademoifelle 
D''Efbval  was, brought  to  bed  of  a  boy, 
who  neverthelefs  hid  n<^  beard,  though 
the  contrary  had  been  apprehended  .^ 
Her  huiband  comforted  hunfelf  with 
this  prefent  from  Heaven,  for  al}  hit 
naft  troubles.  He  hoped  his  wife-would 
fnv«  mwt  Ssab  bow  fiio  wu  becomr  m 
ittotMr, 
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fiolhar,  aad  givf  lum  no  fatthsr  pipvo- 
catKMi  to  cojie  himfelf  mad  her.  But 
he  wat  ftill  miftaken ;  he  WM  not  yet  at 
the  cAd  of  hi«  raiiery. 

She  was  no  foooer  up,  but  nothing 
iprould  icrve  her  but  being  made  a  roar- 
chioneft,  coff  what  it  would*  8he 
ijioke  about  it  to  her  hnibandy  who 
reptdented  to  her  very  mildly,  that  at 
he  had  never  been  in  the  army,  and 
fai«  eftate  too  fmall  for  fuch  a  ^e,  flie 
ought'  not  to  indulge  fuch  ambitious 
Ihmtghts.  MademoifeileD'EiHvaltook 
BO  itich  anjfwer  for  current  coin:  flie 
replied,  diat  money  would  tffeSt  any 
thing  {  that  flie  brought  for  her  dowry 
large  fume,  and  feveral  cftates  in  diffe- 
lent  provinces }  that  it  was  only  felling 
all,  and  buying  a  marquifates  in  a 
md,  that  me  was  bent  upon  it,  and 
wQuld  Iboncr  die  than  not  have  her 
will. 

This  Grange  whim  was  occafioned  by 
a  young  gendcwoman^s  lately  mairying 
a  count  in  ihofe  parts,  which  gave  her 
pmrcdcncv  before  Mademoifelle  D'Ef. 
tival.  This  giving  place  was  a  crud 
aortificaiion  to  her  pride,  which  fug- 
gefted  to  her,  that  in  order  to  furpsos 
the  connteft  flie  rouft  become. mar- 
chioncis.  Was  not  this  madnefs  with 
a  vengeance? 

M.  D*£ftival  acquainted  her  mother 
with  this  piece  of  folly;  flie  agreed 
with  the  hulband  in  condemning  it, 
and  refolving  to  disregard  it.  Made- 
noiftUe  OXmval,  upon  being  inform- 
ed of  this,  broke  out  of  all  bounds  in 
Older  to  l^g  her  huflyand  to  confentj 
but  finding  that  k  was  all  to  no  pur- 
pole,  flie  iblled  her  refentment,  and 
pnurived  a  fcheme  to  revenge  herfelf  on 
her  huiband,  which  had  ended  in  his 
dsftru^ion,  if  fortune  had  not  afliltc^ 
him  in  ^uayinf  the  blow. 

Inverting  his  cares  one  day  witl^ 
honiiBg,  he  met  with  one  of  his  pea^ 
haa  mffing  the  foreft.  Upon  a  (king 
whither  he  was  gqingi  *  To  carry  a  let- 
'  ter  to  townt*  sinfwered  the  clown, 
f  from  your  l^dy,  which  I  am  to  put 
<  in  the  poii  without  telling  any  body/ 
M.  ]>'£ftival  waa  furpriaed  at  this,  and 
fidjpe^tod  ibine  B|iyaery  in  the  letter^  in- 
to vdiich  he  ought  to  examine.  He 
a&ed  for  the  letter,  luUy  refolved  to 
take'  it  by  liaroe  if  it  was  not  funren* 
dsredi  but  the  fimplicity  of  the  peafant 
jaevemad  his  ufing  vioience.  *  Thore  it  it," 
!  £ir/  anfwmd  Jie^i  'but  be  fiue  do  not' 


*  tdh  flienvtaMibmcdiingtodftiiiky 

*  provided  1  went  widi  the  letter  an4 
«  did  not  acquaint  you.*— >^  Iwilljivt 

*  you  as  much  mo^»*  rmliod  D'Mif 
vaJ,'  *  on  cooditjOB  you  do  not  iet  her 

*  know  that  I  have  the  letter.    OotQ 

*  fuch  a  houle  to  leliefli,  and  then  re* 

*  turn  to  the  village  i  if  you  are  aflml 
'  concerning  your  errand,  iky  yov  haft 

*  done  it«    Take  care  not  to  divulge 

<  what  I  have  fatd  to  you.    if  I  find 

*  you  are    difcieet,    and  Infi^  mt 

<  when  an^  thing  of  this  naCuie  hap* 

*  pens  'again,   I  will  remember  yon^ 
^  and  always  give  double  what  yoo 

*  have  receiTed.* 

The  Dcafant  was  well  fattsfled  widi 
his  maAer*s  gcnerofity,  who  wae  ae 
much  beloved  for  his  goodnefs  as  hie 
wife  was  detefted  for  her  malice.  Thie 
it  was  which  procured  him  the  letiera 
caiiiy  t  fo  true  it  is,  that  the  etteem  we 
gain  often  contributes  to  our  afliftanoe 
when  we  have  no  reafen  to  expeft  it. 

M.  P'Eftival  went  afide  and  opened 
the  letter.  Had  he  not  reafon  to  trem- 
ble when  he  read  as  follows  f 

*  pARDON,  my  lord,  the  liberty 
X  *  an  alarmed  woman  takes,  in 
difturbing  your  precious  moments  for 
the  flUce  ot  a  beloved  fpoufe.  I  am 
juft  now  informed  that  M.  D*£ftival, 
that  huibaiul  who  ie  fo  truly  dnr  to 
me,  is  on  the  point  of  laving  tiM 
kin^om,  on  account  of  a  conlraeM- 
bie  employment  which  is  offered  him, 
and  he  has  accepted  of.  I  beg  yon 
will  be  pleafed  to  interpoic  your  au* 
thority,  in  order  to  prevent  a  misfor- 
tune 1  can  never  fiirvive.  One  word 
of  yours,  my  lord,  will  reftore  me  to 
life.  I  am  perfuaded  you  will  not  re- 
fuie  roe  this  iavour,  as  well  as  to  be- 
lieve me,  with  refpe^i,  ^c,* 

D'Eftival  concluded  from  this  letter, 
that  his  wife*s  defign  was  to  have  him 
fecured,  to  revenee  herfelf  for  his  not 
complying  to  make  her  a  marchjeneft| 
and  then,  during  his  confmcment,  to 
try  all  methods  of  compafling  her  de* 
iign.  He  thought  i(  fo  baf<.  an  a^ion, 
that  he  came  to  a  refolutior*  ^  once  for 
all.  To  this  purpoff  ho  took. poft  next 
day,  without  s(cquaii<^;ngany  one,  and 
waited  on  the  mloifter  of  ftate  to  pre- 
vent mifchief,  in  cafe  4ke  fliould  take 
another  opportunity  of  writing  to  him. 
He  laid  open  bis  giievances,  bttged 
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fcU  prote6bon»  ind  a6tr  con?incin^  hnn . 
I  of  hit  deteftatioi)  of  all  fuch  projc^^s, 

kt  fued  for  a  ibparatioii  in  the  parlia- 

tticnty  ami  obtained  it  upon  producing 

the  letter^  in  a  word,  he  canied  his 

|>oiDt:  but,  as  he  had  b<Sen  (oa  eafy  in 

the  marriage -articles^  by' ackhowledg- 

ini  a  larger  dowry  than  he  really  re - 

ceivedy  to 'give  the  match  a  great(;r  air  in 

the  family,  for  which  the  countefs  had 

reaibns;  and  as  ail  the  relations  on  the 

lather's  fide  thought  tbemfelves  obliged' 
'  to  lumxirt  Madame  D'Sftival  yrith  their 

interefty  flie  in  her  tun)  fued  for  a  fepa- . 

ration  of  eftates,  real  and  perfonal^  al- 

ledgingy  that  her  huiband  was  a  game- 

ibrand  a  fpendthrift,  and  would  fquan- 

d^  away  wlvit  belonged  to  her  and  her 

ion.    To  fay  96  more,  intereft  carried 

it  i  M.  D*£ftiyal  was  caft,  and  obliged 

torefundali  he  had  received  at  marriage, 

•nd  to  give  up  his  own  eftate,  to  make 

iui  end  of  the  affair.    He  put  the  beft 

face  on  it  he  could,  obtained  a  poft, 

thufing  rather  to  li^e  on  his  falary,  than 

cohabit  with  a  woman  who,  after  fuch 

behaviour,  might  fooner  or  later  come 

to    extremities    with   him   when    ihe 

thought  herfeif  aggrieyed,  which  wal 
not  iieldom. 


My  mother  coscludcdMsdame  D-EI- 
bieux^s  hiftory  at  this  exp|oit,  wliich  I 
was  the  more  inclined  to  believe,  as  I 
had  a  very  bad  opinion  of  her :  preju- 
dice made  me  credulous,  as  is  ulhal  in 
Iticlv  cales. 

Thefatisfa^lion  I  enjoyed  once  again 
in  my  mother's  converfation,  was  -too 
lenfible  not  to  be  prolonged  as  much  aH 
yoflible;  in  order  to  tliis,  I  put  hei* 
«g3Lin  upon  the  fubje^l  of  the  loni  of 
their  village. ;  As  it  fumiflied  her  with 
an  occa(ion  of  expofin^him,  no  topick 
€ould  be  more^agreealnes  I  had  before 
difcovered  in  her  an  averfion  ta  him,  and 
iwas  curious  to  know  there^fon  |  ihe  de- 
clared it  without  any  manner  oif  hefita'> 
tion.  The  adventure  is  too  comical  to 
be  omitted  ;  if  it  fliould  difpleafe  fonoe 
readers,  it  cannot  fail  of  diverting  other^: 
it  is  fit  every  one  ihould  find  ibmething 
to  their  tafte  ^  neither  can*  the  mind- 'al- 
iways  relifli  a  4iibje£l  of  too  ferious  a 
nature.      •        •  • 

i  'M.  Gripart  fell  in  love  with  my  fifter, 
whom  Coiin  had  married,  and  who  at 
that  time  lived  with  her  huiband  in  my 


father's  houie.  He  fent  for  my  fatherj 
and  ynth  a  view  of  procuring  himfelf 
admittance  into  his  houfe,  enauired  if 
he  would  undertake  the  care  or  the  caf*  , 
tie  gardens,'  as  he  had  formerly  done 
when  they  belonged  (o  th^  Countefs  of 
N.  my  godmother.  My  father,  who 
knew  that  employinenf  to  be  more  ad* 
vantageous  than  labouring  in  the  foreft, 
and  who  had  quitted  it  before  on  no 
other  acaount,  than  for  want  of  an  op- 
portunity of  purfuing  it,  aafily  agmd 
with  the  new  lord,  and  began  the  next 
day  to  carry  his  tools.  From  that  time 
he  daily  repaired  thither  at  dve  in  the 
mornings  and' continued  till  eight  oMock  ^ 
at  night. 

As  foon  as  M.  Gripart  had  thus  fe- 

cured  John  B.  who  was  not  to  be  jefted 

with  in  point  of  honour,  he  began  his 

vifits  to  my  father's  houfe  under  various 

pretexts.     At  firft  his  deiigns  were  not 

fufpeAed ;  he  talked  indi&rently  with 

inoiher  and  daughter  t  infeiiiibly,  how-* 

ever,  he  betrayed  himfetf ;  and,  as  lord 

of  the  village,  be|[^n  ta  be  more  free 

than  was  becomipg  with  Colin^s  wife. 

As  (lie  was  truly  virtuous, -and  percerv-v 

ed  his  intentions  were  to  induce  her  tq 

prove  unfaithful  to  her  huiband,  (be  an ' 

fwered  him  with  difdain,  and  pofitively 

declared,  that  if  he  ihoujd  ever  prefamt 

to  renew  bis  folicitati<ms,  (he    would 

complain  to  her  huiband  and  the  curate: 

pripart,  who  was  a  mere  coward,  pro-* 

nlifed  to  behave  himfeif  with  more  dif- 

cretion  for  the  future,  and  begged  that 

ihe  would  not  betray  him  s  but  he  was 

too  much  enamoured,  and  too  fooliih  to 

keep  his  word.    He  contrived  a  fcheme 

to  compal%  his  defign  without  expoiing 

himfeif,  the  fuccefs  of  which  did  not  an- 

fwer  his  hopes. 

Once  a  week  Colin  went  to  a  fmall 
town,  the  name  of  which  I  cannot  at 
prcfent  recolleil:,  to  fell  his  com.  He 
u£ually  was  abfent  two  days,  and  re«- 
tumeclon  thethird.  Monfieor  Gripait 
thought  this  a  favourable  opportunity 
for  executing  his  deiigns,  which  he  at** 
tempted  in  the  following  manner. 

In  the  evening  after  Colin  was  fet 
out,  he  ient  a  peafant  tomyiiiler,  in 
her  htiband's  name,  to^eiire  her  to 
come  to  a  farm  houie  immediately,  a*- 
bout  two  leagues  from  the  town  he  de- 
ixgned  for,  where  he  was  obliged  to 
ftay,  having  been  let  blood  on  account 
of  a  fall  he  had  from  his  wa^on,  and 
that  ihe  mnft  go  wi(b  the  con,  and  k\l 
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il  for  him*  ^No  feontf  did  tbitiU  nevt 
reach  my  iiAer}  but  llie  inftantW  took 
luxie,  in  ccmi|Miny  witK  the  mttttngVf 
Vho  was  a  neighbour,  bribed  by  Qri» 
part  to  decoy  bo*. 

It  had  bpen  dark  about  two  hoort, 
when  ihe  r^hed  the  place  where  Qri- 
prt  was  waiting.  This  farm*houle 
vas  nothing  but  n  ^^  inn»  where 
waggoners  ufed  often  to  bait,  and  had 
but  one  fquare  diamber,  which  Gripart 
lad  taken  up.  He  was  difguifed  like  z 
pcafant,  that«  in  cafe  of  a  difappoint- 
)nent,  he  might  eicape  undifcovered. 
He  invented  a  iiory  to  the  roiftrefs  of  the 
honre,  who  was  no  wiier  than  (tk^  (hould 
be,  that  his  wife*s  oonduA  bad  been  for 
fomt  time  very  fufpiciout  ^  that,  being 
Hawillingto  believe  common  report,  left 
it  might  be  only  the  eflfeft  of  people's 
malice,  he  was  refolved  to  put  her  to 
the  trtaly  and  in  that  view  had  pretend- 
ed to  go  a  joufney,  in  order  to  leave  her 
at  her  own  difpoihl,  and  had  now  lent 
(sr  her,  as  from  a  gallant,  who  had 
been  named  to  him.  *  Now,*  fays  Gri- 
part to  the  hoQxCi,  *  if  (he  comes,  it  will 
f  be  a  proof  of  her  in^delity  to  me ;  and 

*  if  flie  refules,  I  know  what  to  fay 
f  when  people  come  with  the  like  ftories 

*  again.' 

The  hoftefy  approved  mightily  of  his 
ftntagem }  and  upon  his  'acquainting 
her,  that  if  his  wife  came,  and  he  (hould 
difcover  himfelf,  as  he  prbpofed  to  do, 
ihe  might  polfibly  cry  out  for  fear  of 
being  beat,  which  he  alTured  her  was 
not  his  de^gn,  the  good  woman  pro- 
mifed,  that  neither  (he  nor  her  daughter 
would  meddle  or  make  j  that  flie  knew 
very  well,  that  betweqi  the  bark  and 
the  tree  one  muft  not  thruft  one's  fin- 
ger :  he  might  therefore  make  himielf 
ti£y  s  happen  what  would,  (he  was  not 
againft  hit  bringing  his  wife  back  to 
her  duty. 

Thefe  precaution^  beiqg  taken,  Gri* 
part  thought  the  tinae  long  till  my  fifter 
came.  He  did  not  doubt  the  fuccefs  of 
hii  defign ;  but  forgot  that  Heaven  doei 
not  favour  wickednefs,  often  fending 
di%poiiftmentt  not  to  be  Ibrefeen  nor 
ptevented.  We  J^ye  here-  a  convincing 
proof  of  it,  which  gave  a  very  different 
Mm  to  the  affair  than  what  wat  ex* 
peaed. 

Colin  flopped  to  refrefh  at  an  ale- 
hottii?  fome  diliance  from  the  tovnt,  and 
diere  met  witl^he  coromifTaries  employ- 
ed in  furaidiing  a-  magaxint  fpr  the  ar- 
V7«    ^s  they  a^e  always  upos  the 


^v«tch  for  the  cornHwraggottt,  in  onkr 
to  get  better  penny  worths,  tfaeypfopoft<f 
making  a  bargain  with  Colin  forhif 
wheat,  and  iave  hi«  gmg  into  the 
town.  Colin,  who  was  wilhng  to  di^ 
patch  his  buiinefs,  told  them,  that  9| 
the  market  price  it  (hould  be  a  bargain* 
The  ^com  appeared  fo  good,  that  tk^ 
cpmnrillaries,  after  ftanding  a  little,  n* 
greed  to  give  him  his  price,  paid  dowQ 
the  money,  and  the  wheat  was  unloaded 
on  the  fpot  where  they  kept  their  img*- 
zine.  After  drinking  together,  Colin^ 
inttead  of  going  any  farther,  returned 
homewards,  defigning  to  bait  by  the 
way,  and  (6  travel  all  night,  that  be 
might  reach  hit  own  village  the  nest 
mominff. 

The  fellow  who  drove  the  waggon^ 
told  him  th^  horfes  were  fo  tired  that 
they  mufl  bait  at  the  next  inn }  this  wat^ 
the  houfe  whert  Qripart  wtiled  for  my 
fifler.  Colin,  who  wat  petfuaded  of 
the  necrflfity  for  it,  gave  hit  confent. 

Gripart,  who  counted  every  minute 
till  my  filler  came,  and  heaitl  the  horfet 
flop,  (hut  the  window  again  when  be 
found  himfelf  miftaken.  As  his  head 
run  on  nothing  but  gallantry,  he  did 
not  obferve  that  the  horfes  were  taken 
from  the  waggan,  and  put  into  the 
ftable  i  from  whence  he  might  have  con* 
eluded,  that  the  men  were  in  the  houfe, 
and  poffibly  might  be  a  hindrance  to  hir 
proieft. 

In  the  mean  time  my  (ifler,  who(b 
uneafinefs  was^  very  great,  and  who 
imagined  the  meflenger  concealed  the 
danger  her  hufband  was  in,  made  all 
poflible  haAe  to  come  to  him.  Colin 
and  his  man*  were  drinking  by  the  fire- 
fide  when  fhe  entered  the  inn.  He  was 
furprized  to  fee  her;  but  (lie,  expe6ling 
to  find  him  there,  threw  herfelf  about 
hit  neck.  *  How  do  you  find  yourfelf  ?* 
laid  (he.     *  You  ought  to  kt^ep  your 

*  bed  after  fuch  a  fall,  and  not  fitdrink« 

*  ing  here.' 

Colin  (tared  at  this,  not  comprehend- 
ing vifhat  (he  meant.  *  Faith,  wife,'  faid 
he,  '  I  an()  as  much  furprized  at  what 
<  voa&y,  as  at  feeing  you  here.  What 

*  has  brought  youhiihei- }  What  do  you 

*  mean  by  the  fatt  you  talk  of?' — *  Nay, 
«  nay,'  cried  my  fitter,  '  this  is  a  fine 

*  jetl,  indeed  jwh/j'A)  you  imagine  I  on- 
'  ly  dreamed  of  your  fall  from  the  wag- 

*  gon,  and  that  you' was  very  much 

*  bruifed,  and  fent  for  me  hither  ?  It  is^ 

*  well   John  Bibart,   the  vine-drciref, 

*  who  came  for  me  in  your  name,  it 

«  here. 
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«  Here,  ui<ik-*  Mf  filter,  who  ilhmigfat 
nothing  kfft  than  that  the  mefienger  was 
at  her  elbow,  wat  going  to  call  him  for  a 
.wrtnef»,  and  looked  aoout  for  him  $  but 
my  gentleman,  upon  perceiving  the  huf- 
<band,  eafily  fguetted  he  might  pofHbly 
make  but  a  bad  market  there,  and  very 
prudently  made  off,  to  take  careof  him« 
felf. '  Colin,  as  much  a  down  as  he  was, 
fudged  there  wat  fome  myfteiy  at  the 
bottom  of  all  this.  He  took  his  wife 
afide,  to  make  fome  difcovery;  butflie 
kaew  no  more  than  her  huiband,  and 
pould  only  inform  him  what  had  brought 
her  there,  afTuring  him  flie  had  no  other 
defign  i  and  as  to  any  thing  tlfe,  was  as 
Ignorant  as  himfelf. 

My  lifter  was  handfbme,  Colin  fond 
af  her,  and  a  little  jealous ;  he  could 
«ot  be  fatisiied.  *  There  muft  be  fome 
f  fn^ke  in  the  grafs^'  faid  he  to  his 
wife  i  '  all  this  contrivance  was  never 
«  intended  for  nothing.    Take  no  no- 

*  tice,  but  fit  down  there.  I'll  go  drink 
f  with  our  man,  as  if  I  did  not  know 

*  you.  Nobody  has  fcen  us  difcourfe 
«  together  but  neighbour  Bibart,  who 

*  can  make  no  difcoveries  :  fo  mum  is 
«  your  cue  J  the  murder  will  out.'  Co- 
Kn  was  no  fool  ^  his  plot  fucceeded. 

Gripart,  who  was  fallen  afleep  .in 
waiting  for  my  fitter,  never  heard  her 
arrive.  His  uneafinefs  made  him  wake, 
and  look  out  of  the  window.  But 
all  being  quiet,  and  finding  by  his 
watch  it  grew  late,  he  began  to  think 
my  fifter  had  not  (wallowed  the  bait, 
and  that  he  muft  take  his  labour  for  his 
pains.  Be  that  as  it  will,  he  refolved 
to  go  to  bed,  being  tired  wkh  waiting 
to  no  purpofe,  and  called  to  have  his 
hed  made  ready.  The  maid,  who  had 
been  afleep  in  a  chair,  hearing  the  noife, 
went  through  the  room  where  my  fifter 
was,  to  know  what  Gripart  wanted. 
«  Is  nobody  come?'  cried  he  ;*you  know 
«  who  I  wait  for.*  —  *  Yes,  yes,'  an- 
fwered  the  maid,  *  our  miftrefs  has  told 

*  the  hoftler  and  me  privately,  and  has 

*  inftrufted  me  how  to  behave.     I  can- 

<  not  tell  for  certain  whether  the  woman 
9  below  is  the  perfon ;  but  (he  is  all 

<  alone,  though  there  are  waggoners 
«  drinking  in  another  comer.'—*  Is  (he 
■  handfome?'  replied  Gripart,  very  ea-' 
gerly.    *  Did  (he  come  on  horfeback 

<  with  a  peafant  V  The  maid  having 
•nfwered  thefe  queftions  in  the  affirma- 
tive, Gripart  bid  her  go  down  and  fend 
the  woman  upi  but  without  any  light. 


<  It  (hall  be  done,*  irplied  the  maul  { 

*  but  don't  be  too  fevere}  alf  is  not 

*  gofpel  which  every  one  fays.*  Gri* 
part,  whofe  impatience  was  worked  vp 
to  the  htgheft  pitch,  nromiled  to  bebava 
like  a  tender  hu(band.  Tbe  maid  com- 
mended his  moderation,  and  went  to 
acQuaint  my  fifter  in  her  ear  to  go  iip» 
and  that  the  peribn  flie  knew  of  was 
above. 

My  fifter,  who  had  agreed  with  her 
hu(band  to  take  any  hint  that  was  given 
her,  gave  him  his  cue,  and  fdlowed 
the  maid.  Colin,  as  foon  as  he  bought 
her  at  the  top  of  the  (birs,  took  a  lif  ht 
and  followed  her,  accompanied  by  hii 
man,  each  of  them  armed  with  a  good 
cudgel.  Gripart,  who  imagined  him* 
felf  on  the  point  of  gratifying  hit  paT- 
fioii,  and  ftood  with  open  arms  to  re* 
cdve  his  dear  adorabie,  fcreamed  out 
at  the  fight  of  her  ho(band,  and  endea- 
voured  to  make  his  efcape.  Colin,  who 
knew  him,  notwiihftanding  his  dif- 
guife,  but  took  care  not  to  discover  it, 
together  with  his  man,  belaboured  him 
very  heartily,  pretending  to  take  hin^ 
for  one  of  their  equals,  and  crying  oat, 
^  What,  Mr.  Clown,  is  this  your  waj 

*  of  keeping  the  commandments  V  It 
was  in.  vain  for  Qripart  to  fue  for  mer- 
cy on  his  knees,  he  was  rib-roaiUd  ac« 
cording  to  his  merits }  nor  did  they  de  • 
(ift^  till  they  thought  they  had  left  hiaa 
for  dead. 

This  was  the  account  my  mother  gav^ 
me  of  the  lord  of  thair  village.  $l|e 
added,  that  this  adventure  had  done  him 
(bme  good,  and  that  he  behaved  itnoa 
that  time  with  more  modeni(ion.  *  Not* 

*  withftanding,  every  one  is  on  their 

*  guard  j  and  it  was  upon  accoant  of 

*  his  curiofity  concerning  you,'  (aid  flwg 

*  that  I  have  given  you  this  charaAer.. 
I  thanked  mv  mother  for  her  good  ad^ 
vice,  and  reioved  to  follow  it,  that  | 
might  avoid  giving  a  man,  I  already 
knew  but  too  well,  any  opportunity  ot 
tormenting  me  afrdlh  1  I. had  vexationa 
enough,  not  to  feek  new  ones,  and 
could  not  behave  with  top  mnch  cau«> 
tion.  Tbe  very  thoOshts  of  the  old 
marauis  made  me  tremble,  and  any  one 
will  believe  it  was  not  withoot  reaibn. 

The  next  day  I  received  tbe  gooda 
which  Melicourt  fent  me ;  and  in  tbe 
evening  an  ezpiefs  arrived  from  htnis 
to  caution  me  to  be  on  my  guard,  and 
to  fee  as  little  company  as  p(%ble.  He 
informed  me,  the  maiiquis  was  cmt* 

rageoo^ 
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letm  no  tidingf »  bat  tbat  I  nsrcr  re* 
femblcd  her  fo  well  at  wfaeii  I  WM  wn* 
drcfledi  aadthatupoamyfacher^tfiiy* 
ing  there  was  a  remote  Hkeneft,  but 
far  from  what  flie  j>lvteaded»  my  mo* 
ther  had  replied,  die  wonU  convince 
him,  by  bringing  him  into  my  cham* 
ber  before  I  was  u^,  or  when  in  a  night* 
cap,  as  I  often  was  on  account  of  tht 
heat. 

I  refolded  to  maice  a  right  iiJc  of  thia 
hint,  and  drefs  every  morning,  at  I 
ufed  to  do  at  Paris, that  by  thefe  meann 
I  might  be  more  unlike  myietf,  apd 
diifipate  fueh  notions,  left  they  fliould 
gather  ftrength,  and  make  too  d«rp  an 
impreflion.  Thoagh  I  never  hnd  nfcd 
paint  before,  I  enjoyed  fome  red,  to 
diminifli  a  little  of  my  palenefs,  or  oom* 
plexion,  call  it  which  you  nleafe,  which 
brought  me  too  near  that  fatal  likeneft. 
This  expedient  had  it's  dcfired  effisft; 
in  fonr  days*  the  reicmblance,  which 
had  given  me  (9  mvch  uneafinefs,  waa 
entirely  forgot. 

The  Sunday  following  I  went  to 
mafs.  Barbara  had  acquainted  me  that 
every  one  would  be  there,  and  that  ns  I 
did  not  ftir  out,  all  the  the  neighhoura 
who  had  beard  of  me  would  certainly 
be  at  church  to  fee  me,  and  know^e- 
ther  I  really  deierved  all  that  had  been 
faid  of  me. 

Could  I  have  difpcnfcd  with  myfelf 
from  hearing  mafs,  I  diould  have  cer- 
tainly done  it :  I  apprehended  the  effe^U 
of  chance,  and  not  without  reafonjHs 
the  reader  may  remember.  I  had  laid  ic 
down  as  a  rute  to  take  fo  much  care, 
and  out  of  a  feeming  modcH^  to  cover 
my  face  fo  much,  that  it  was  impofllble 
to  have  a  full  view  of  me :  befides,  I  put 
on  a  rich  gownj  for,  the  finer  my  drcfs, 
tl>e  lefs  I  was  liable  to  be  fuipeded  in 
cafe  any  one  (hould  take  fuch  notions 
into  hiffhead. 

What  Barbara  had  foretold  was  ffri« 
ly  accompliftied ;  the  church  was  crood^ 
e4,  not  only  with  the  parifhtoners,  but 
likewife  with  a  great  number  of  Aran* 
gers.  I  went  up  to  the  benches  for  the 
women;  which  were  immediately  left, 
out  of  refpeft,  by  thofe  who  were  Al- 
ready there.  I  would  not  fuffer  this, 
b^jt  obliged  them  to  take  their  places. 
This  behaviour,  which  was  certainly 
rr^ht  in  me,  drew  the  regards  iihd 
praifes  of  many ;  and  I  could  hear  them 
fay,  that  I  was  no  left  courteous  th;in 
fair*  What  -  cannot-  preiudice  eHell  I 
f    .  Shall 


lageoat  en  the  rec»pt  of  my  letter ; 
that  he  had  difpatched  fo  many  people 
after  me  as  mntl  certainly  find  me  out, 
and  then  he  would  make  me  repent  the 
little  regard  I  had  Ihewn  him  aftef 
what  be  had  done  for  me.  Melicourt 
added,  ^at  the  old  marquis  had  en- 
deavoured to  win  him,  and  learn  from 
him  where  I  was ;  that  unlefs  we  had 
contrived  a  letter  written  to  himfelf,  and 
in  the  iame  nature  with  that  to  the  old 
nobleman,  he  declared  he  ihould  have 
been  much  perplexed;  he  was  even 
oblieed  to  diffemble,  and  condemn  my 
•aaaaSt,  to  avoid  being  fufpe^ed  ;  that 
this  feint  had  gained  his  confidences 
he  ieemed  inclined,  according  to  what 
he  added,  to  write  to  his  fon,  in  oi^er 
to  find  me  out,  im^ning  he  muft  be 
vivy  to  my  defigns,  and  die  obftade  to 
■is  happinefs. 

At  to  the  toflette,  he  informed  me, 
that  the  marquis,  notwithftanding  hit 
anger,  was  concerned  I  had  not  taken 
it  widi  me,  faying,  he  was  very  un- 
happy to  be  f6  little  known  to  me ;  that 
he  would  not  hear  of  felling  my  effects, 
to  make  np  the  money  he  had  beftowed 
on  me ;  and  added,  that  fince  it  was 
not  poffible  for  him  to  learn  where  I 
was,  and  to  (end  them  to  me,  he  would 
aider  them  to  be  fecured  for  me. 

In  a  word,  from  what  Melicourt 
wrote,  it  was  eafy  for  me  to  conclude, 
that  the  old  marquis*s  quarrel  was  only 
grounded  on  tny  giving  him  the  dip, 
and  that  hit  paifion  was  ftill  the  fame. 
This  gave  me  great  nneafinefs  j  it  was 
a  conuderable  rub  in  my  way. 

Nevertheleft,  the  little  fumiture  which 
came  made  no  fmall  noife  in  the  viU 
bge,  and  was  thought  much  more  con- 
fiderable  than  it  really  defervcd.  It 
confifted  of  plate,  coaths,  linen,  and 
other  moveables,  in  an  elegant  tal^e,  and 
which  had  an  air  of  grandeur.  My  fa-. 
ther  and  mother  could  not  exprels  their 
admiration  j  and  my  aunt,  who  valued 
herielf  on  the  honour  (he  imagined  there 
^as  in  belonging  tome,  told  the  neigh - 
boors,  when  they  w^re  talking  of  ttele 
things,  that  diit  was  nothing  to  what 
I  had  at  Paris. 

Barbara,  of  whom  I  enquired  from 
fitlie  to  time  what  people  faid  of  me,  very 
IboerdYtold  me,  that  talking  one  even- 
ing with  miy  mother  about  me,  flie  faid, 
the  more  file  few  me,  the  more  (he 
dtou;ht  me  tike  that  daughter  I  had 
■nmntcftioiNd^  of  vHlom  they  covld 
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Shall  thedificrence  of  drefs  make  an  al-i 
teration  in  point  of  merit  and  efteeip'  f 

Mafs  v^as  going  to  begin,  and  I  was 
en  my  knees  to  hear  it  and  fay  my  pray- 
ersy  when  a  church  warden  came  m  M« 
Gripart*s  name  to  invite  me  to  his  cha- 
pel, and  tell  me  he  would  not  fuffer 
me  to  be  ib  inconveniently  placed.  My 
anfwer  was,  that  my  iituation.vfas  very 
well,  and  I  was  obliged  to  him  for  his 
civilitji  but  flioiild  ftay  there.  This 
modeft  lefiifal  gained  ide  ttill  more 
praifes,  which  put  me  tor  the  bluih. 

I  was  in  hopes  to  have  remained  un* 
molefted  after  this  iirft  embafly  from 
M.  Gripart,  which  had  nothing  ex- 
traordinary in  it :  feeing  a  woman  well 
drefled  in  the  croud,  it  was  natural  for 
I^m  to  take  fuch  an  opportunity  of 
'  ihewing  his  breeding  i  but  imagining 
my  refiifal  proceeded  from  his  not  com- 
ing in  perfon,  he  approached  to  make 
liis  ezcuiesy  prefented  his  hand,  and 
protefted  that,  if  I  pei£fted  in  refuiing 
to  comply  with  his  requeft,  he,  lord  as 
be  was,  /which  he  took  care  to  make  me 
hear)  would  kneel  down  on  the  pave- 
ment by  me. 

The  murmur  which '  enAied  made 
me  judge,  that  to  put  an  end  to  it  I 
ought  to  comply.  1  rofe,  and  followed 
him  into  his  chapel,  where  I  heard 
mafs,  without  maikin^  any  anfwer  to 
the  fine  things  he  faid  from  time  to 
time. 

He  acquitted  himfelf  yery  politely, 
as  one  may  imagine,  in  doing  the  ho- 
Bours  of  the  place.  The  b&idle  was 
reprimanded  tor  offering  the  biefFed 
bread  firft  to  hiip,  and  was  told,  that 
when  ladies  pf  my  quality  were  prefenr, 
the  compliment  muft  be  paid  to  them. 
I  received  it  with  referve  from  his  hand8> 
and  made  a  (hort  acknowledgment. 

When  mafs  was  done,  the  gallant 
M.  Gripart  offered  his  coach  to  carry 
me  home ;  but  I  defired  to  be  exeufed. 
As  it  was.  but  a  ftep  to  my  father's,  it 
would  have  been  ridiculous  not  to  have 
gone  on  foot.  *  At  leaft,'  faid  he, 
'  you  will  do  me  the  honour  to  fee  the 

<  caffle.  The  gardens  are  well  laid  out  s 

*  your  landlord  was  the  contriver.  The 

*  girls  of 'the  village  dance  in  the  ave« 

*  noe,  and  may  afford  you  fome  amufe-  , 

<  ment.*  I  thanked  him  very  civilly 
for  his  obliging  propofal^  and  told  him 
that,  except  church,  I  went  no  whece* 
The  curate,  who  Joined  us  while  Wt 
^tmt  talking,  ocweotd  Gr ipirt't  fet« 


ting  intct  Jiis  coadi  and  driving  off.  t 
p^neflcd  there  was  fome  mifunderftand* 
ine  betweei^  them,  and  fo  it  provecL 
The  adventure  I  mentioned  creiuted  ^ 
fliynefs{  \%  |^d  reached  the  curate> 
ears,  whofe  yigilance  and  Rr'i^  dtfcl- 
pline  made  him  obferve  very  little  cere^ 
mony  with  .fus  betters,  when  their  mo* 
rals  threa^t^ned  the  welfare  of  his  flock. 
It  were  to  be  wifhed  all  the  cloth  be* 
haved  like  him ;  it  would  be  a  check 
upon  the  great  ones«  Virtue  ever  cre- 
ates refpell^  and  awe. 

My  fatlier  an^  motli^f,  wh6,  as  I 
have  faid,  valued  themfelves  in  having 
roe  tor  ^  lodger,  were  (landing  iy  vac 
yvhtn  the  curate  approached*  He  paid 
his  compliments  to  roe.  and  faid,  £e 
was  much  edified  my  benaviour  in  time 
of  feJrvice :  that  he  had  been  informei 
of  it,  and  thought  himfelf  happy  xn^ 
the  acquifition  ot fo  pious  a  paiimioner. 
I  anfwered  In  i  ,very  polite  manner^ 
little  thinking^  what  was  to  follow,  tie , 
invited  me,  witli  an  eafy  air,  which  was' 
not  difpleafmg,  to  dine  with  him,  in' 
company  with  my  Undloi  d  and  land; 
lady  i  telling  me,  in  order  to  prevail, 
that  his  niece  defired  fo  much  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  me,  upon  hearing  my 
way  of  life,  that  ihe  would  give  him  ao 
reft  till  he  had  effeaed  it.  My  father 
and  mother,  who  were  ddubtlefs  in  the 
plot,  feconded  his  requeft  i  and  he  be- 
haved fo  handfomely,  that,  nbtwith- 
ftanding  my  former  refolutions,  1  was 
obliged  to  tomply.  The  curate  ap- 
peared highly  fatisfied ;  and  the  more 
fo,  as  I  had  refufed  tUe  fame  favour  to 
the  lord  of  the  manor.  We  arrived  at 
his  houfe,  talking  of  indifferent  nriatters. 
His  niece,  who  was  about  twenty-five, 
and  rather  agreeable  than  handfome, 
received  me  with  a  very  engaging  po« 
litenefs. 

The  curate,  the  fame  perfori  wbo  war 
mentioned  in  the  beginning  o^  tfacfe 
Memoirs,  had  parts,  and  was  well 
enough  educated  j  but  bis  curiofity  wa« 
moi^  than  feminine*  I  was  fcarce  at- 
rived  at  the  village,  when  he  tried  all 
poflible  methods  of  difcovering  who  I 
was.  Barbara  underwent,  a  rigorous 
examination,  but  he  loft  his  labour^ 
I  had  ffiven  her  a  caution,  and  expreffcd 
myfelr  fo  pofitivel^,  with  threats  of 
parting  if  ever  ihe  was  £;uilty  of  the 
leaft  indiitretion  of  that  kind,  that  die 
could  not  be  prevailed  on  by  any  means 
to  betray  hex  truft.    The  IcTs  light  tkM 

curate 
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etupte  cooM  g^n  in  my  afiairty  the 
more  ciger  he  fiB»  in  bis  |mrfuit{  it 
was  m  this  view,  Aire  enough,  that  he 
'  ianted  me,  as  I  cafily  difcoveved  at^  the 
ad  of  dioner. 

It  nraft  be  allowed  he  was  rery  art- 
fbl  ID  his  eoquiries.    *  I  knew  former- 

*  ]y,  Madam,*  faid  he  to  me,  after 
diicourfii^on  different  fubjefb,  '  one 

*  M.  De  MainvUle,  a  man  of  diftinc- 

*  tindion  in  theiea-fervice,  and  famous 

*  for  his  exploits :  he.  is  but  lately  dead. 

*  As  I  have  beard,  he  married  a  beau- 

*  tiftil  wife,  and  your  name  agreeing 
'  widi  his,  I  have  often  thongnt  you 

*  may  pofTibly  be  his  widow.*  Saying 
this,  the  curate  waited  my  anfwer,  ex- 
pefiwg  I  ihould  giye  him  fi>me  light 
mto  my  hiftory  |  but  I  was  as  cunning 
as  he :  1  took  the  thing.  My  anfwer 
was,  that  I  afkcd  it  as  a  favour,  that 
he  would  never  mention  to  me  a  fpoufe, 
whoA  memoryi  when  revived,  suways 
threw  me  into  a  fit  of  melancholy, 
which  often  lafted  for  three  months, 
making  me  infupportable  to  myfelf  and 
every  one  dfc  j  that  the  apprehenfion  of 
fnch  difcourfe  made  me  live  retired  from 
the  worlds  that  I  was  fenfible  of  my 
foily,  bat  could  not  conquer  it» 

This  agreed  fo  well  with  what  my 
sent  had  uid,  when  ftie  was  queftioned 
about  me,  that  the  curate  was  forry  for 
his  indifcretion,  and  made  me  many 
spoloj^s:  he  endeavoured  to  change 
the  difcourfe  j  but  I  appeared  fo  dejeA- 
ed,  and  played  the  forrovrful  widow  fo 
much  to  the  life,  that  he  was  heartily 
vexed  at  his  having  difturbed  the  chcar- 
fnl  gaiety  J  was  in  before.  It  was  ab- 
fi>lvtely  neceflary  I  ihould  behave  in 
this  manner,  otherwife  I  muft  every  day 
have  expe6led  to  be  expoicd  to  queflions 
that  were  not  eafilyaniwered.  My  reply 
had  (b  good  an  etteft,  and  was  k>  uni- 
▼eiisdly  fyrtsnd  abroad,  that  no  farther 
tnqairy  was  made  about  me.  The  firft 
fetting  out  in  the  world  is  all,  and  de- 
tenaines  every  thing. 

We  were  riiingfrom  table,  when  my 
old  admirer  Colin  and  his  wife  came  in. 
They  had  not  as  yet  feen  me,  though 
they  came  every  day  to  my  father's. 
At  I  had  from  the  beginning  declared 
againft  leeing  any  company,  my  father 
nor  mother  had  not  prefumed  to  intro- 
dace  them,  though  tney  were  defirous 
to  comply  with  my  fifter*s  eameftnefs  to 
fee  roe,  which  was  very  great.  This 
opportunity  of  my  dining  with  the  cu- 


rate' was  not  negleQed :  ai  they  were 
intimate  .with  him,  under  pretence  of  a 
vifit,  they  fatisfied  their  airiofity.  My 
iifter  I  thought  very  handfome,  though 
a  little  fun -burnt.  Colin  put  me  to 
the  blufli }  for,  after  looking  eameftly 
at  me,  he  cried  out  very  bluntly,  he 
had  feen  me  before,  and  that  he  waa 
acquainted  with  my  features.  *  That 
«  may  be/  faid  I  very  gravely.  So  la- 
conick  an  anfwer,  with  my  fcrious  air, 
demoliflied  poor  Colin  ;  and  had  not  a 
glafs  or'  two  cf  wine  made  him  iind  his 
tongue  again,  we  ihould  have  heard  no 
more  of  him.  A  tone  of  voice,  a  fmgle 
word,  daihes  the  moft  familiar.  I  was 
prettv  good  at  this. 

The  lail  peal  for  vefpers  having  rung^ 
I  rofe  and  took  leave  of  the  curate, 
thanking  him  for  his  civilities :  he  pro* 
pofed  my  returning  after  church,  and 
that  they  would  think  of  fome  amufe- 
ment.  I  told  him  I  had  letters  to  write, 
and  could  not  poiTibly  accept  of  the 
honour.  He  found  it  was  not  fo  eaiy 
a  matter  to  govern  me  as  he  had  ima- 

gined,  and  gave  over  all  thoughts  of 
ecoming  ray  confident.  When  we 
chanced  to  meet,  I  behaved  with  great 
politenefs,  but  that  was  all. 

Next  day  his  niece  returned  my  vifit. 
As  Ihe  feemed  much  upon  the  referve^ 
and  vtry  difcreet,  I  received  her  very 
courteouily.  Soon  after,  I  invited  her 
and  her  uncle  to  dinner  1  thus,  being 
out  of  their  debt,  I  eluded,  under  va*- 
rious  pretexts,  any  farther  meetings. 
It  was  evident  I  did  not  care  for  com- 
pany )  my  way  of  life,  as  well  as  my 
perlon,  was  no  longer  a  novelty :  in  a 
ihort  time,  my  name  was  never  men- 
tioned. 

I  had  been  near  a  month  at  my  fa- 
ther's without  hearing  of  the  marquis  j 
this  had  thrown  me  into  an  uneaiinefs 
which  was  frequently  attended  with 
tears:  when  one  morning  ray  mother 
acquainted  me,  that  a  man  juii  alighted 
from  horfeback  deiired  to  fpeak  with 
me,  faying  he  had  letters  to  deliver. 
I  trembled  at  hearing  this,  concluding  he 
came  from  my  lover  1  my  heart  told  me 
I  was  not  miltaken.  I  deiired  he  might 
be  brought  to  me,  and  retired  to  a  clo* 
fet  next  the  garden,  in  order  not  to  be 
interrupted,  but  to  be  at  liberty  to  tajk 
with  the  courier,  in  cafe  he  ihould  Kave 
.  any  thing  to  fay.  He  immediately  en- 
tered. Seeing  it  was  not  Dubois,  as  I 
expelled,  I  received  his  picket  without 
I  i  obfeiving 


250      THE    FORTUNATE    COUNTRY    MAI1>* 


obierving  any  thing  paiticular  but  a 
large  plafter.on  his  tor<fhead)  wbicb, 
as  it  was  no  very  agreeabie  Aght^  made 
me  look  another  way.  *  You  may  g^o 
'  and  red  yourlclf  at  the  alehoufe,* 
faid  I  to  the  man,  giving  him  a  crown, 
'  and  I  will  fend  for  you  when  there  is 

*  occaiion.  I  believe  it  unnecelTaryy* 
added  I,  '  to  caution  you  againft  fay- 

*  ing  any  thing  j  the  pcrfon  you  come 

*  from,  to  be  i'uie,  has  inilrudled  you 

*  how  to  behave/  The  courier  only 
made  a  bow,  and  retired, 

I  opened  the  packet  the  moment  he 
left  me.  My  I'urprize  was  very  great 
when  I  found  but  fhis  one  line  in  the 
marquis's  hand  :  *  The  courier  will  tell 

*  you  the  reft/ — *  Alas !'  cried  I,  *  what 

*  means  this  ?  Where  is  the  courier  ? 

*  Why  did  he  go,  it'  he  has  any  thing 
,  '  to  fay  to  me  ?'     I  was  juft  running 

cut  of  the  room  to  call  him  back,  not 
comprehending  the '  myftcry,  when  I 
found   him   before   me  on  his  knees. 

*  What  do  li'txl^  cried  I  a  fecond time, 
ihiowing  myfelf  about  the  neck  of  this 
lovely  cuurier :  '  is  it  you,  my  dear 
'  marquis?"  I  could  fay  no  more; 
fo  dear  and  unexpt6led  a  light  overcame 
me.  I  was  near  fwooniag  away  with 
cxccfs  of  joy. 

The  mai'quis  was  concerned  for  having 
thus  furprizcd  me :  he  begged  a  thou- 
fand  pardons  j  hnt,  alas  \  there  was  no 
occafion  for  it.  I  obliged  him  to  fit  down^ 
and  made  an  endearing  npology  in  my 
turn  for  not  knowing  him.  1  could 
not  forbear  laughing,  when  I  refle^ed 
on  the  reception  I  had  given  him :  he 
laughed  very  heartily,  and  mimicked, 
though  he  could  fcarce  contain  himfelf, 
the  grave  air  with  which  I  gayc  him  the 
crown  to  fpend  at  the  alehouiis.     <  But, 

*  raillery  apart/  faid  I,  '  let  them 
<  think  what  chcy  will,   I  will  order 

*  fomething  to  be  brought,  that  you 

*  may  rcfrelli,  of  which  you  mult  cer- 
'  tainly  ftand  in  need.* 

In  reality,  the  marquis  was  fo  fpent, 
that  he  a^epted  of  my  oHer.  He  told 
me,  I  need  be  under  no  appreheniions 
for  appearances,  he  hatring  given  him- 
felf  out  for  my  brother  when  he  caaie 
'  to  tlw  houfe;  and  that  as  to  his  fer- 
vants,  who  were  at  tlie  public -houfe, 
they  wjre  fo  lately  hired,  that  it  couUi 
net  be  difcovered  who  they  belonged  to. 
I  w3s  charmed  with  the  marquis's  piu- 
dcnce.  I  had  fo  ma;iy  things  to  mcn> 
tionJD  my  letberi  thai  I  forgot  to  le- 


mindhim,  he  bad  been  formerly  ftea 
at  the  village,  and  might  poiZlbly  be 
known,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  on 
his  guard.  But  his  good  (enfe  (ap- 
plied my  deficiency;  and,  as  fvcey 
thing  was  fafe,  I  indulged  the  pleafure 
ariiing  from  the  fight  of  fo  dear  and 
worthy  a  lover. 

The  notion  that  the  plafter  he  had  oa 
his  forehead  was  only  an  artifice  for 
dif^uifing  himfelf,  prevented  ray  en - 
quirin&r  any  thin^  concerning  it :  but 
prefepSy  recolleftiDg  the  wound  which 
nad  given  me  fuch  uneafinefs,  I  alked 
if  it  was  healed.  .«  My  furgeon  ftill 

*  attends  me,*  anfwei^d  he,  *  and  dreflea 

*  it  every  day ;  but  I  am  affured  the 

*  danger  is  over.'— <  How!*  cried  I» 
alarmed  at  what  I  beard,  <  you  are  not 

<  perfe6^ly  recovered,   and  venture  to 

*  ride  poft?    Certainly,  my  lord,  you 

*  are  bent  on  deftroying  your  life,  and 

*  killing    me    with    grief  !'—•  Make 

*  yourlelf  cafy,  my  charming  Jenny,' 
replied  the  dear  man,  judging  of  the 
exgefs  of  my  paiTion  by  my  uneafinefs  j 

<  I  find  myfelf  exceeding  well  withia 

*  thefe  few  days;  and  the  delightful 

*  pleafure  of  beholding  you  will  com* 
'  pleat  my  recoverjr.      Be  perfuaded* 

*  that  if  I  had  been  any  longer  debarred 

*  feeing  fuch  a  lovely  obje^,   I  rauft 

*  have  fvnk  under  it.    My  valet  de 

<  chambrc,  who  plainly  faw  that  ab- 

<  fence' t'lom  you  was  the  only  obflacle 

*  to  my  recovery,  firft  propofed  the 
'  journey.  Neither  did  I  ride  pofi,  as 
'  you  imagined,  but  came  in  my  chaife, 
'  which  is  very  eafy,  and  with  my  own 
'  horfes.     That  the  journey  was  ne« 

*  'cefTary   for  affifling   the  cure,    wa$ 

*  evident  from  the  benefit  I  immediately 
'  received,  and  the  effeft  it  had  on  my 

*  wound.      I  am  convinced,   that  in 

*  eight  days  more  there  will  be  nothing 

*  remaining  but  the  fear;  and,  if  you 

*  will  fu^cr  me  to  flay  fo  long  in  the 
'  village,  you  fhall  fee  the  experiment. 
'  Give  me  your  confent,   my  deareft 

<  miftrefs,"  added  this  amiable  lover  s 

*  by  fo  endearing  a  condefcenfion  I 
'  fhall  be  amply  rewarded   for  all    I 

*  have  fuffeied  fince  our  paiting.     Af- 

*  ter  fo  tedious  a  facrifice  to  duty,  may 

*  not  love  demand  fome  regard  V 
Alas!    wbat  could  I  objeA  againft 

fuch  convincing  proofs  of  his  tiinder- 
ncfs?  Thus  far  1  had  lived  in  perpetual 
alarms,  certainly  I  might  be  allowed 
Ibme  fmall  icfpite.  Had  I  been  lefs 
acquainted 
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acijaaisled  with  tbe  ftn6k  probity  of  my 
voEthy  idmirer«  perhaps  I  ihotild  not 
hkfe  agreed  to  to  long  a  fiay  $  but  the 
confidence  I  repofed  in  his  difcrction 
took  off  all  the  difficulty.    *  You  have 

*  declared  yourfelf  my  brother/  replied 
Ii  *  and  as   fuch  you   mar  continue 

*  here.  I  have  experienced  your  love 
'  and  your  virtue^  and  accept  of  th^ 
'precious  moments  you  oRer/ being 
'  perfuaded  I  fliall  never  have  the  leatt 

*  icafon  to  repent  it.' — •  Is  there  any 

*  room  for  a  doubt  on  this  occafion  ?' 
cried  my  lover,  tenderly  kiiTing  my 
hand.     '  Can  you  think  I  forget  what 

*  is  due  to  you  ?  Ah,  Jenny  I  the  let- 
'  ler  I  wrotti  to  thank  you  tor  the  mo- 
'  ney  you  Cent,  ought  to  convince  you 
'  how  (enfible  I  am  of  the  delicacy  of 

*  your  behaviour  :  that  moment,  had  I 
'  been  able,  I  would  have  flown  hither  to 
'  ihew  my  gratitude ;  and,  had  it  been 
'  prafkicable,  I  would  not  have  con- 
'  tented  myfelf  with  words ;  I  would 
'  not  have  trufted  to  fair  protef(ations 
'  and  vain   letters,    which   fueak   the 

*  mind  only  by  halves ;  but  the  great- 

*  nefs  of  my  wound  *  Hold,  my 
'  lord/  cried  J,  much  perplexed  at  what 
I  heard ;  *  fupprefs  an  acknowledgment 
'  which  is  no  wav  due  to  one  who 
'  auft  be  ever  indebted  to  you  ;  but 

*  iatisfyme  about  this  letter,  which  you 
'  fay  yon  wrote,  and  which  I  never  rc- 

*  cerved.'^->*  Haw  is  this  T  replied  the 
■arqais  with  fome  emotion.  '  Did 
'  not  a  fervant  of  mine,  whom  I  Cent 

I  *  poft»  deliver  to  you  a  packet,  with  a 
'  piaure  inclofed  ?'— *  No  V  cried  I,  ftill 
more  alarmed,  '  your  fervant  has  be- 

*  trayed  you  :  for  Melicourt,  I  know,  is 

*  too  exaft  not  to  have  forwarded  every 

*  thing  that  was  dire£ied  to  my  lodg- 

*  ing/— <  It  was  direfted  to  him,  that 

*  common  friend  to  us  both,*  replied 
the  marquis.  <  There  I  fent  it,  in 
'  order  that  your  place  of  retreat  might 

*  remain  a  lecret  j  and«|0vhat  you  tell 

*  me,  furprizes  aa  much  as  it  alarms 
•  *  me.    Let  me  fend  for  my  valet  de 

*  chambre,  that  he  may  fet  out  inftant- 

*  ly  for  the  army.  The  fei-vant  I  fpeak 
«  of  is  employed   in  conducting  my 

*  baggage }  he  mould  be  brought  hither, 

*  that  I  may  know  what  be  has  done 

*  with  my  letter:  there  is  fome  myttcry 
'  in  this  affair,  which  I  do  not  com- 
'  prebend,      i  remember  I  was   liir- 

*  prized,  that  M.  Dc  Melicourt  fent 

*  ^k   my  txprelA   without  a  finf^le 


'  line;  and  particulary  what  the  ftl- 
'  low  faid  on  that  fubje^,  that  Meli- 

*  court,  when  he  received  the  packet, 
'  was  )u(l  going  a  journey,  and  told 

*  him  he  would  write  to  me  by  the  next 

*  poft  at  his  return.    I  was  in  daily  ex- 

*  peflation  of  hearing  from  him,  and 

*  the  difappointment  of  a  letter,  joined 

*  to  the  deftre  of  leeing  vou,  haftened 
'  my  journey.    This  affair  is  of  too 

*  great  confequence  to  be  ncgleAed.* 
Far  from  diiapproving  the  marquis*s 

propofj],  I  advifed  him  to  fend  another 
expit?fs  to  Melicourt,  to  deftre  he  would 
enquire  at  the  houfe  where  I  had  lodged, 
if  any  fuch  packet  had  been  left  there. 
My  lover  approved  of  it,  telling  me  to 
write  a  note,  and  it  ihould  foon  be  de- 
livered. As  I  difcovered  fome  appre- 
henfions  concerning  his  attendants,  he 
made  me  eafy,  by  informing  me,  that 
they  were  fuch  as  might  be  trufted  § 
adding,  that  he  would  not  bring  his 
favourite  Dubois,  lef^,  having  a  re- 
markable face,  he  llioujd  be  known  in 
the  village,  where  be  had  converfed 
much  when  he  ufed  to  be  there ;  and, 
that  he  might  not  be  out  of  place,  he 
waited  on  Saint  Fal,  who  wanted  fuch 
a  fervant.  This  name  made  me  bluOi, 
wiicn  I  reiiefled  on  my  ingratitude  to  fo 
good  a  friend.  I  never  thought  of 
enquiring  after  him,  taken  up  as  I  was 
with  the  pleafure  of  feeing  the  marquis 
again,  and  the  concern  occafioned  by 
the  lofs  of  tne  letter.  I  acknowledged 
ray  injuAice,  frankly  owning  to  my  lover 
the  real  caufe:  but  he  confcfl'ed  him« 
felf  greatly  obliged  to  me  for  i^.  He 
added,  that  his  kinlman  would  Oiortly 
be  exchanged,  and  regain  his  liberty. 
Wheii  the  marquis  had  difpatched  hit 
exprelles,  I  defired  dinner  to  be  brought 
up.  It  happened  very  luckily  that  the 
foup  was  good,  and  I  obliged  him  to 
eat  heartily.  I  would  not  fuffer  him  to 
talk'of  any  thing  that  might  make  him 
uueafy,  and  always  interrupted  him 
when  he  mentioned  the  old  marquis. 
He  was  grown  lb  pale,  and  was  lb  much 
altered,  that  it  drew  tears  from  me.  His 
wound,  or  rather  the  great  patch  upon 
it,  covered  one  eye -brow,  and  gave  iiim 
an  air  that  was  particular,  but  not  dif- 
agreeable,  as  it  had  an  a  durance  which 
takes  with  women.  I  had  not  as  yet 
feen  him  with  his  hat  on ;  but  his  wound 
obliging  him  not  to  be  long  uncovered, 
his  look  befpoke  a  certain  bold  nefs  that 
cliarmed  mc  even  to  admiiat^n.  He 
I  i  z  fmiled 
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fmlled  upon  me  from  time  to'  time,  9s 
I  would  not  fuifer  him  to  fpeak,  and 
his  fmiles  had  their  peculiar  ^cea. 
When  he  oflFered  fometitnes  to  kifs  my 
handf  I  pullM  it  away  |  but,  in  truth, 
it  was  more  out  of  a  habit  of  referred- 
neft,  than  any  fear ;  for  when  he  hap- 
pened to  furprize  me,  I  was  not  forry. 
Why  (hould  I  not  own  it  ?  I  fliould  tell 
a  lye  in  denying  it,  which  I  think  more 
blameable  than  to  indulge  a  virtuous 
loVer  in  fo  innocent  a  way.  I  bar  all 
commefitaries  ;  fo,  no  more  of  that. 

My  lover  was  top  dear  to  me,  not  to 
think  of  his  repofe.  We  had  no  fooner 
dined,  but  I  iniifted  upon  hi$  going  to 
lie  down,  protefting  I  would  not  fee 
him  again  till  fupper-time.  He  begged 
hard  for  one  hour ;  but  I  was  inexora- 
ble, and  told  him,  I  would  fend  Bar- 
bara to  the  inti,  that  I  might  be  fatisftecl 
^  complied  with  what  I  required. 
Thefe  little  regards  charmed  him  ^  and 
he  declared,  at  taking  his  leaye,  that 
he  was  convinced  he  only  now  began  to 
live. 

When  alone,  I  indulged  myfelf  in 
the  moft  agreeable  reflexions.  I  was 
fatisfied  how  greatly  attached  the  mar- 
quis was  to  me,  by  what  he  had  done; 
it  was  a  convincing  proof  of  the  folidity 
of  his  paflion  j  and  could  not  forbear 
pleating  myfdi'  with  the  confequences 
^vhich  mi?ht  naturally  be  expected  from 
it.  Had  It  not  been  for  the  letter  which 
was  either  intercepted  or  loft,  my  joy 
would  have  been  compleat;  but,  as  I 
had  hitherto  experienced  fo  many  croifes, 
I  might  reafonably  dread  fome  ftonn 
would  follow.  This  notion  no  fconer 
gained  ground,  but  it  inrenfibly  diiTi- 

rted  the  motions  of  fdtisfaftion  to  which 
abandoned  myfeUV  The  impetuous 
love  of  the  old  marquis  put  the  finifli- 
iag  Uroke  to  my  disquiet j  and,  after  va- 
rious reflections  on  ail  thcfc  things,  I 
began  to  find  I  was  ft  ill  at  a  ^;rcat  dif- 
tance  from  my  wiflied-for  pointf  and 
with  which  I  had  too  cafily  fliittered  my- 
felf. 

My  head  was  full  of  all  this,  when  I 
heard  a  coach  and  feveral  horfes  ftop  at 
the  door.     I  was  frightened.     *  Hea- 

•  vcnsT  cried  I  to  myfelf,  *  can  I  be 

•  fo  unfortunate  that  the  old  marquis 

•  flioulJ  have  difcovered  where  I  am, 
'  and  is  come  to  reprimand  me  !  or  ^r- 
«  haps  fome  of  the  young  marquis's 

.  *  fervants  have  informed  his  father,  that 
«  he  is  come  here  to  iee  me  V  I  trembled ; 


fueh  an  equipage  Aopping  at  the  door 
could  rc^rd  nobody  but  myfelf,  as  it 
was  impoflible  for  any  one  dfe  there  to 
have  fuch  vifitants.  Barbara,  who  came 
and  informed  me  of  a  beautiful  young 
lady,  as  flic  exprefled  it,  diflipated  mv 
fears.  But,  what  joy  when  flie  enfteitd, 
and  I  knew  her  I  *  U  it  you,  my  deir 
'  Saint  Agnes  ?'  cried  I,  embracing-hers 

*  bow  much  am  I  obliged  to  you  for 

*  thus  remembering  mel'  This  lovtiy 
friend  ihewed  how  dear  I  was  to  her  by 
her  afleflionate  embraces.   *  You  are  at 

*  liberty,*  cried  I,  after  we  were  leated, 
and  our  flrft  tranfports  fomething  abat- 
ed. *  I  fee  an  end  of  your  troubles/ 
continued    1 1    *  I  am    oveqoyed.^— • 

Heaven  has  at  laft  removed 'the  obfla- 
des,'  replied  this  lovely  friend, '  which 
obftru6ted  my  happinefs ;  but  had 
not  a  fevere  ucknefs  brought  my  fo- 
ther  to  deatb*8  door,  I  doubt  whedier 
or  no,  in  fpiteof  all  Melicourt's  bopes^i 
I  fliotild  ever  have  broke  through  mv 
cruel  bonds.  Frefli  obftacles,  which 
they  took  care  to  inform  me  of  in  the 
convent,  to  punifli  me,  I  fuppofe,  for 
being  fo  defirous  of  leaving  it,  threaten- 
ed me  with  being  a  prifoner  for  life :  I 
even  gathered  as  much  from' ray  IraiV 
band's  letter.  In  vain  did  he  pretend 
to  give  me  hopes  |  I  difeoversd  a  con* 
fuuon  in  his  ftyle,  which  overtomed 
all  he  could  alledce  to  comfort  me: 
but  Heaven,  doubdefs  moved  to  com- 
paflion  by  my  fufleriscs,  provided  a 
remedy  whence  I  hadieaft  reaibn  to 
expe£t  it.  My  father,  imaginioe  he 
was  going  to  give  an  account  of  his 
pa  ft  life,  upon  recolle£ling  his  injuf- 
tice  to  me,  wasflartled  :  he  thought  he 
could  not  be  expeditious  enough  in 
making  amends,  Jeft  death  fliovld  pre- 
vent him.  An  authentick  declaratioa» 
figrnefi  by  proper  witneftes,  acknow- 
ledging he  had  forced  me,  knowing 
I  was  married,  to  take  the  vows,  ii- 
niflied  theaflPair.  In  three  days  I  was 
taken  out  of  the  convent,  with  leave 
to  go  and  receive  a  dying  father'^ 
bleJhng.  My  mother  received  me 
with  tears  of  repentance:  flie  mtro- 
duced  me,  ami  1  threw.myftlf  at  my 
father  s  feet.  The  couditicn  I  found 
him  m,  not  only  made  me  forget  all 
his  cruelty;  but,  pierced  with  bitter 
grief,  I  offered  to  Heaven  my  ardent 
vows  for  his  prefervation,  which  was 
miraculoufly  granted.  He  had  fcarce 
given  me  his  blefliogy  wh^a  a  fiaght- 

5  ?«< 
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*  M  crifity  whkh  at  firft  wa«  thought  to 

*  be  a  ndottblcment  of  the  fever,  «nd  the 

*  bepnntngof  an  agony,  threw  him  into 

*  a  iweat,  which  expelled  the  morbifkk 

*  matter.    In  three  days  time  he  was 

*  entirety'  himfelf^  and  with  tears  ac- 

*  knowltdged  that  he  attributed  hi«  life 

*  to  what  he  had  done  for  me»  and  my 
'  return  home« 

*  In  a  word,  my  dear  friend/  con- 
tiDued  Saint  Agnen,  '  my  father  is  re- 

*  corercdy  and  defigns  to  re-unite  me 

*  to  my  dear  Melicourt.    As  ht  has 

*  afiairs  of  the  laft  confequence  to  finiih 

*  at  court,  before  my  bufinefs  can  be 

*  concluded^  he  propofed  carrying  me 
f  along  with  him.  My  lover  is  ftill  ig- 
■  noraat  of  all  this,  and  I  believe  will 

*  be  agreeably  Airprized.'  I  chided  the 
lovely  Minette  for  making  Melicourt 
foier  (6  long  on  account  of  not  hearing 
from  her.  Her  excufe  was,  that  during 
her  father's  illnefs  Ote  was  fo  taken  up, 
tiat  Ihe  had  no  leifure.  *  It  is  true,* 
added  flie, '  that  fince  his  recovery,  to  the 

*  day  I  fet  out,  I  might  have  anTwered 

*  his  letters  $  but  the  tidings  I  carry 

*  myielf  are  worth  purchaiing/  I  had 
too  much  kindnefs  for  Melicourt  to  ap- 
prove of  her  plot,  which  might  give  him 
great  oneafisefs :  dear- bought  experience 
Bade  me  compafiionate  i  and  flie  berfelf 
OBght  to  have  known  what  unceiiainty 
is  on  fuch  occaiions.  But  Mademoi- 
fd\t  De  — — ,  whofe  heart  was  at  eafe, 
and  who  was  naturally  very  gay,  ban- 
tered my  tendemefs,  and  faid  (he  wotikl 
acquaint  ter  hufl>and  with  it  the  next 
day,  and  would  not  for  the  world  lofe 
thepiearure  of  furprizing  him  with  her 


I  eaoutred  of  Mademoifelle  De  -— 
where  her  father  was,  and  why  I  had 
not  the  honour  oi  feeing  him.  She  in- 
lormed  me,  <hat  be  had  iiopped  about 
half  a  league  off,  at  an  old  friend's, 
whom  he  had  promifed  to  call  on,  and 
that  file  had  alked  his  leave  to  take  that 
opportunity  of  ieeing  me  more  at  lei  - 
rare.  I  found  likewife  that  Melicourt 
had  acquainted  her  with  my  late  adven- 
tures, and  with  the  place  to  wliici)  I  had 
retired:  upon  this,  (he  had  prevailed 
with  her  father  to  go  out  of  the  road, 
that  flie  might  give  me  proofs  of  her 
fneadBnpj  and  communicate  her  good 
fbrtooe,  in  which  flie  knew  I  [o  truly 
(bared.  v^ 

When  my  lovely  friend  had  acquaint- 
ed m^  with  all  that  l^ad  happeood  to  ^ej-j 


ihe  defired  me,  with  great  cameAnefs^ 
to  relate  my  adventures  from  the  tta» 
I  left  her  in  the  roonafteryj  faying,  that 
the  account  flie  had  received  from  Me« 
Ikourt  was  very  imperfeft.  This  re- 
queft  was  too  convincing  a  proof  how 
much  Ihe  inteicfted  herielf  in  my  ne- 
card  to  be  refuied ;  accordingly,  I  gave 
her  a  full  detail.  «  Is  it  poihbk,*  cned 
flie,  when  I  had  done,  *  that  at  your 

*  tender  years  you  can  have  fuffered  lis 

*  many  diCifters?  Why,  you  can  fumiik 

*  out  a  romance.  You  have  reafon,  my 

*  dear  friend,'  added  fhe,  *  to  hope  you 

*  are  at  the  end  of  your  troublesj  ani 
'  that  you  will  one  day  be  as  happy  aa 

*  you  have  hitherto  been  unfortunates 

<  my  example  ought  to  encourage  you. 

*  Patience,    and   a  juft  confidence  in 

<  Heaven,  furmount  the  greatest  di£i«* 

*  culties.* 

After  fome  refle£lions  of  the  like  na* 
ture,  I  enquired  after  the  beauttTul  Lin- 
damine.  <  She  has  often  enquired  after 
you,'  replied  MademoifcUe  De  , 

and  is  very  much  yours.  She  was  far 
from  happy  at  firft  :  her  devotion,  with 
all  it's  tervour,  could  ftili  not  entirely 
baniih  all  thoughts  of  Belizai.  She 
Itill  loved  him,  as  (he  owned,  but 
with  a  pafTion  fo  refined,  that  (he  be- 
fought  Heaven  to  open  his  eyes,  and 
give  him  grace  to  repent  his  pail  life. 
It  foamed  as  if  her  vows  were  heard. 
The  young  man,  by  the  Divine  af- 
fiilancc,  and  the  good  example  his 
fair  miftrefs  had  fet  before  him,  quit- 
ted the  world,  and  profeiTed  himfelf  a 
Carthiifian.  Thenews  compleated  our 
friend's  happiuefs  j  from  that  moment, 
her  days  have  flowed 4vith  uninteiropt- 
ed  peace  and  tranqutllity  of  mind  i 
taken  up  with  the  difchargeof  hcrdu- 
t^,  Ihe  knows  no  other  plea  Pure.  Her 
Iwcetnefs  of  temper  and  good  reafh 
endear  her  to  the  whole  monaftery, 
and  every  one  glories  in  being  of  the 
ntfmber.of  her  friends.  It  was  with 
great  regret  I  parted  from  her :  what- 
ever fate  attends  me,  her  memory  will 
be  always  dear.' 
Mademoifclie  De  —  had  fcarce 
done  i'peaking,  when  her  father  arrived. 
In  coniideration  of  my  friend,  I  received 
hiM  in  the  bed  manner.  He  feemcd  a 
man  of  fenfe,  and  one  who  had  feon  the 
world :  his  behaviour  was  politencfs  it- 
£elf.  I  informed  him  how  much  I  waa 
concerned  at  my  bad  accommodations , 
designing  to  liHve  had  his  company  at 
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■dipper.  He  replied,  that  tliough  there 
hacf  been  convcnicncies  in  the  village  for 
himlclF  and  attendants,  he  could  not 
make  any  ft  ay,  prefied  as  he  was  for 
time,  it  being  abfolutely  nccefTmy  to 
make  all  haite  to  court  j  adding,  that 
his  daughter's  affairs  admitted  of  no  de- 
lay. This  was  a  fufficient  reafon  for 
my  not  infiftinj^  upon  it.  The  lady 
and  I  parted  with  mutual  protertt^tions 
of  frienHfliip,  promifm*^  each  other  an 
exaft  account  of  our  icveral  fortunes. 
Her  father  afkcd  my  commands  for 
VerfaiUes  j  but  I  only  begged  of  him 
not  to  mention  mc  on  any  account, 
giving  him  to  underftand  that  it  was  of 
the  greatcft  ccnfequcnce  to  me  not  to 
be  lemembered  there.  Both  he  and  his 
daughter  aflurcd  me  I  might  bepeifeft- 
ly  eafy  as  to  that  particular,  and  that 
they  were  too  much  my  friends  not  to 
behave  as  fuch  on  all  occailons. 

About  an  hour  after  (hey  were  gone 
came  the  maiquis  :  he  was  drefltd,  and 
as  it  was  on  my  account,  it  made  an 
Smprefiion.  His  ttndernefs  exprclled 
itfclf  in  the  livelieft  terms,  and  dilcover- 
cd  his  impatience  to  be  united  to  mc  for 
ever.     *  My  father's  paffion,*  faid  he, 

•  is  an  invincible  difficulty  ;  neither  dd 

*  I  iec  at  prefent  how  it  can  be  removed. 
<  Did  you  but  appear  to  him  as  homely 

*  as  you  are  charnwng,  I  fliould  not  h€ 
«  thire  perplexed  between  love  and  duty. 

•  How  /hall  I  mention  ycu  to  hiju,  and 
«  aflert  my  paffion  ?   Before  he  fell  in 

•  love,  he  could  only  reproach  me  with 

*  my  indifcitliun,  as  he  termed  it :  but 

•  mjw  I  am  his  rival  and  Ion;  and.  as 

*  the  latter,  will  cxptft  I   fhould  yield 

♦  to  hmj.     Ah,  Jenny,  Jenny!    what 

*  can  be  done  ?  Advife  mc;  for  if  you*  • 

•  abandon  me,  overwhelmed  as  I  am, 

*  you  deftfoy  a  man  whofe  Hfe  is  devoted 

•  to  you.' 

What  could  I  do  but  comfort  fo  ami- 
Able  a  lover  ?  I  faw  no  expedient  to 
cure  the  old  ma:quis  of  his  paflion, 
much  lefs  to  obtain  his  confcnt  for  his 
fon's  mairyiug.  Had  I  liticned  to  the 
dilates  of  a  tender  and  well- cxprt fled' 
3<ffe6hon,  I  rr^ght  have  admitted  of  an 
trxpedient  which  has  often  fucc^cded ; 
but  it  was  fach  as  I  had  determined  ne- 
^*  to  employ.  The  marquis  repre- 
itfitted,  that  womeiTof  the  iirii  rank  have 
rrcouHe  to  it,  and  that  by  being  fecret- 
}y  married  we  (hould  be  mutually  arm- 
ed againft  any  er»g:»gem€nts  which  might 
perhaps  bei^r^poicd^    f  Were  you  kfft 


*  acquainted  with  me,  or  had  the  leall 

*  realbn  tofufpefl  my  honour,  I  ihould 
'  approve  of  the  difUke  you  exprefsof 
'  my  propofal;  but  am  I  capable  of 

*  deceiving  you?.  Do  you  believe  me 

*  I'o  bafe  ?'— «.*  No,  my  lord,'  anfwercd 
I,  *  it  is  nothing  of  all  this  I  dread  ; 

*  but  to  lofe  that  interior  peace  I  have 

*  ever  enjoyed,  even  in  my  greateft  mis- 

*  foi'tunes.     The  happinefs  of  being 

*  yours,  is  too  precious  to  be  blendca 
'  with  teai's  and  bitter  remorfe,  and  to 

*  run  the  rifk  of  forfeiting  of  it.  What- 

*  ever  happens,'  added  i,  embracing 
his  hand,  *  you  will  be  ever  dear  to  mc  f 

*  and  if  I  am  not  fo  fortunate  as  to  be 

*  yours,   I  (hall  have  the  comfort  of 

*  having  contributed  nothmg  to  my  own 

<  w^retchednefs ;    no  fmall   confoiation 

*  to  a  heart  like  mine!' 

My  lover  was  too  reafonable  and  too 
obliging  to  infifl  any  longer  upon  it; 
he  affuied  me,  that  hnce  I  difapproved 
of  his  propofal,  he  would  never  men- 
tion it  more.  I  made  him  a  return  for 
his  complaifance  by  ail  the  little  tnno* 
cent  careffes  pofTible.     *  We  nwift  have 

*  patience,'  he  cried,  charmed  with  my 
endearing  behaviour:  *  I  will  wait,  my 

*  dear  wifet  provided  ycu  referve  for 

*  me  that  heart  on  which  alone  my  hap- 

*  pinefs  depends.     Perhaps  my  father'* 

*  paifion  may  abate,  and  he  defifl  froof 

*  oppofmg  what  I  Co  eaineflly  defire. 

*  At  the  worft,  I  want  but  two  years 

<  of  being  at  age,  and  then  the  law-—' 

*  Ah,  my  lord!'  cried  I  with  as  much 
quicknefs  of  thought  as  good  fenfe,  *  can 

*  you  have  rccourfe  to  methods,    not 

*  uncommon  indeed,  but  fixh  as  muft 

*  render  children  ungrateful  to  tfieir  pa- 

*  rents?  Rather  let  wretched  Jenny  drag 

*  on  her  irkfome  days,  than  lufHer  one  ia 

<  dear  to  her  to  come  to  fuch  odious 

*  extremities.    Win  over  a  father,  wtio 

*  is  only  cruel  in  oppofmg  your  defires} 
'  and,  by  a  thoulimd  proofs  of  your 

*  rcfpe^,  deferve  to  receive  one  day  his 

*  conlent.     Such  are  the  means  I  ap- 

*  prove  of  for  engaging  parents  to  a 

*  compliance;    all    others    are    highlyc 

*  blameabie,  and  inconfirtent  with  the 

*  di6lates  of  nature  and  reafon.' 

The  marquis  was  fo  ailonifhed  at  the 
greatnefs  of  my  fcntiments,  uttered  with 
an  uncommon  firmnefs  of  voice,  that 
he  looked  at  me  with  an  air  of  the  great- 
cft relpeA.     *  Indeed/  cried  he,  *  you 

*  furprize  nje.    As  to  wit,  difcrction," 

*  mi  good   fenfe,  I  Ixavc  ever  expe^ 

*  ricnccd 
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to  meet  hit  equipage,  in  order  to  bring 
with  bim  the  lervant  in  qtteftton.  A» 
Coon  as  he  appeared,  his  matter  expreiTed 
a  great  furprize  at  his  iudden  return  | 
knowing,  as  he  Tii'l,  that  hit  equipage 
muft  be  at  leall  fourlcore  leagues  rrom 
Paris,  and-that  it  was  impoflible  for  hint 
to  go  and  come  in  fo  (hort  a  time.  Tlie 
fecretary  replied »  that  it  was  needlefs  u> 
take  that  trouble;  that  about  thirty 
leagues  diftance  he  found  the  fervant  at 
an  inn,  who,  as  foon  as  he  was  difco- 
vered,  took  horfe ;  but»  as  this  befpokc 
a  confcioulncis  of  guilt,  the  fecretary 
purfued  him  till  he  took  (helter  in  a 
wood.  Upon  this,  finding  it  to  no  pur- 
pole  to  follow  him,  he  thought  proper 
to  enquii-e  what  had  brought  him  to  the 
inn  where  he  found  him.  The  fecre- 
tary was  told,  that  the  man  was  bat 
jult  come  when  he  arrived.  He  con-> 
eluded  his  relation  with  faying,  that  he 
was  informed  that  the  runaway  had  en- 
quired what  road  a  chaife  had  taken, 
attended  by  three  fervants,  which  he 
faid  he  had  iHiffed.  The  fecretary  eaU« 
]y  gathered  from  hence,  that  the  fer- 
vant^s  enquiry  tended  to  djfcover  which 
way  his  matter  was  gone ;  and,  by  go- 
ing from  village  to  village,  to  leara 
where  he  flopped. 

My  lover  no  longer  doubted,  after 
this  ftcond  piece  of  treacliery,  but  that 
his  father  was  in  pofleflion  of  his  leiter, 
and  acquainted  with  his  journey,  aixi 
his  views  in  undertaking  it.  We  gueitcil 
befides,  that  the  villain  had  (ent  an  ex- 
prefs  to  ihe  old  marquis,  to  inform  him 
of  h's  fon*s  departure ;  and  that  the  fa^ 
ther  had  ordered  tlie  young  marquis  to 
be  purfued,  in  order  to  know  where  he 
went,  judgins:  rightly,  it  was  the  only 
means  of  difcovering  where  I  lay  coiv- 
cealed. 

It  folfowed  from  the  fervanfs  fiight« 
when  found  out  by  the  fecretary,  that 
he  did  net  know  where  his  mailer  was^ 
and  that  the  fear  of  beingpunilKed would 
deter  him  from  making  any  farther  en- 
quiry. This  thought  afforded  fornie 
comfort. 

After  mature  reflexions  on  all  thn 
had  paiTed,  tite  queiiion  was  how  to  be- 
have in  fuch  ticklilh  circumftanccs. 
The  marquis  was  for  my  going  to  Pa- 
ris, where  I  might  be  betlcr  concealed; 
but  I  would  not  hear  of  this  good  ad- 
vice, fearing  new  troubles ;  at  all  ha- 
zards I  was  with  my  parents,  which 
was  my  proper  place :  X  had  bur  to  <\£- 

cJLue 


*  Ticnced  tbem  In  you  $  bat  I  could  not 

*  have  imagined  that  you  brought  into 
<  the  world  fuch  noble  fentimentsj 
'  which,  though  oppoiite  to   my  de- 

*  fi^s,  I  am  compelled  to  admire  and 

*  reipe^.  The  more  you  fhew  your- 
«  felf  worthy  of  the  greateft  rank,  the 

*  more  excufeable  both  my  father  and  I 
'  muft  appear.    My  own  paflion  pre- 

*  vents  me  from  being  furprized  that  my 

*  father  fhould  be  thus  enamoured,  and 
'  endeavour  to  fecure  the  poiicrilion  of 
'  fo  rich  a  treafure.^  I  interajpted  the 
marquis  i  he  foothed  my  vanity  too 
mnch :  I  befought  him  to  forbeari  pro- 
tefting,  my  only  ambition  was  topieafe 
bim,  and  deferve  his  love  as  long  as  I 
lived. 

The  marquis  was  goin^  to  reply, 
when  the  iervant  he  had  difpatched  to 
Paris  entered  with  a  letter  from  Me- 
licourt.  We  were  furprized  to  fee  him 
again  Co  foon*}  he  could  never  have  been 
at  Paris  i  and  both  the  marquis  and  I 
were  at  a  lofs  what  to  think.  Our  fur- 
prize  increafed  when  he  told  us  he  met 
Melicoort  on  the  road,  who  was  com- 
ing to  meet  his  miftrefs ;  one  of  her  fa- 
tho-'s  fervants,  with  a  view  of  being 
well  rewarded, 'had  acquainted  him  with 
the  good  news.  Our  friend  informed 
as,  that  he  had  been  exceeding  exa6l  in 
taking  an  account  of  all  that  came  to 
the  lodging  in  his  ablence,  both  out  of 
ofpcft  to  me,  as  wsU  as  in  regard  of 
his  own  affairs,  which  were  of  too  great 
confequence  to  admit  of  the  lealt  neg- 
left.  He  added,  if  he  might  venture  to 
give  his  opinion,  the  fervant  we  men- 
tioned had  betrayed  his  truft^  which 
he  thought  the  more  likely,  becaufe  the 
old  marquis,  provoked  as  he  was  by 
my  flight,  and  fo  defpciately  in  love  as 
he  appeared,  had  doubtlels  uftd  all 
means  pofilble  to  dilcover  me,  in  order 
to  purfue  his  amour. 

*  This  anfwer  ovciwhelmed  us  wi»h 
freOi  alarms.     *  If  ir  be  true,  as  it  is 

*  but  too  likely,'  faid  the  marquis^  *  my 
'  father  is  acquainted  with  my  jouiTtey) 

*  and,  what  is  ftill  worfe,  it  will  be  im- 

*  prudent  in  me  to  day  any  longer  here, 

*  for  fear  he  ihould  fufpeft  where  I  am.' 
I  was  of  the  fanoe  opinion,  as  it  was 
natural  to  think  the  traitor  would  not 
do  his  bufmefs  by  halves. 

This  news  made  us  very  melancholy . 
all  that  evening ;  but  it  was  nothing  to 
vhat  followed.  Tlie  third  day  came  the 
oiar^ats''s  f<xretary,  whom  he  had  Ceiit 
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dare  who  I  was ;  no  one  had  any  power 
to  take  me  away.  Such  was  my  way 
•f  reaibiting. 

The  marauis  was  quite  at  a  lofs. 
Two  days  after,  he  ftill  aflced  me  what  • 
was  to  be  done  ^  accuflbmed  as  he  was 
%o  m^  coinpany>  he  could  not  prevail 
on  himfelf  to  leave  me.  The  charms 
of  living  with  a  perlbn  beloved  were  fo 
hcwitching,  that  I  was  as  little  miftrefs 
of  myfelf  in  this  particular.  The  eight 
days  that  we  haul  fixed  for  his  repoie 
were  more  than  paiTed ;  neither  I  nor  my 
lover  ever  thought  of  counting  them. 

Weufed  to  walk  out  every  day,  when 
the  heat  was  over,  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  horn  the  village,  into  a  little  wood, 
lound  whofe  Ikirts  ran  achryftal  ftream  i 
the  nightingales,  after  quenching  their 
tiiirft  in  the  rivulet,  perched  themfelves 
on  the  neighbouring  boughs;  and,  by 
the  delightful  melody  of  their  warbling 
notes,  made  us  chufe  that  charming 
pUce  to  reft  in.  One  evening,  when  the 
moon  (lione  very  bright,  we  heard  a 
man  on  horieback  a(k  the  road  to  fuch 
a  village,  and  how  far  he  was  from  it. 
At  firit  we  imagined  he  fpcke  to  fome* 
body  in  the  road ;  but,  on  his  repeating 
Ibe  queftion,  the  marquis,  out  of  hi» 
ufual  good- nature,  faid,  '  Thisisfome 

*  Granger  who  is  out  of  his  knowledge^ 

*  I  mu(ldire£^  him,  for  by  his  uneafi- 

*  nefs  he  has  certainly  loft  his  way.' 
Upon  this  he  called  to  him,  and  gave 
him  proper  direflions.  The  It  ranger, 
overjoyed  at  it,  aflced  if  the  perion  to 
whom  he  owed  this  obligation  belong- 
ed to  the  village.  My  lover,  without 
refle6lion,  anfwering  in  the  afHrmative, 
the  ilranger  enquired  if  an  otHcer  of 
diilin6lion  had  not  come  thither  in  a 
•chaife  with  three  fervants,  and  wheth<;r 
he  went  any  farther.  At  this  queiiicn 
the  marquis,  who  was  near  me,  made 
a  fign.  *  This  i-cgards  me/  faid  he  in 
a  low  voice ;  *  keep  out  of  fight,  I  mult 

*  examine  farther  j  perhaps  it  is  my 
«  traitor  of  a  fervant.'  Though  I  trem- 
bled for  fear,  I  left  him  to  a6t  as  he 
thought  fit.  My  lover  made  up  to  the 
road}  and,  difguifing  his  voice,  told 
the  ttranger  that  he  could  inform  him 
better  than  any  one,  the  officer  he  de- 
fcribed  beihg  lodged  at  his  houfe. 
«  What  I  atti  you  iht^n  the  inn-keeper?* 
replied  the  llrangcr,  riding  up  to  liim. 
«  Yes,'  anfwered  the  marquis,  *  and 
<  the  only  one  in  the  village.  If  you 
«  will  come  and  talle  iny  winci   you 


*  will  own,  that  if  it  is  not  the  beft  iit 

*  the  country,  at  ieaft  it  ib  as  agreeable 
**  as  any.*  The  ftranger  by  this  was 
come  up,  and  the  moon,  unluckily  for 

Jura,  being  under  acllHid,  did  not  dif-. 

cover  who  he  was  talking  with.  *  Bo 
you  fay,'  faid  he,  ftopping  his  borfe, 
that  the  ofBcer  I  mentioned  is  at  your 
houfe?'— *  Yes,' Sir,'   aofwered  the 

marc^uis  ^  '  and,  to  convince  yon,  Twili 

'  describe  him.  Is  he  net  a  tall  young 
man,  with  black  eyes,  and  wears  ^ 
pla(ter  or- large  patch  On  his  forehead, 
his  hair  curled,  and  bad  on  when  he 
came  a  light  brown  furtout  with  gold 
frogs  ?•  —  •  You  are  rieht,'  replied 
he  ifaranger}  <  it  is  certainly  be.  I  «n 
very  lucky  in  meeting  you  I  And  tell 
me,  pray,  is  he  here  ftill  ?'— «  Yes, 
yes,'  faid  the  marquis,  fully  fatisiitri 

he  was  not  mif^aken.  *  How  does  he 
employ  himfelf?'  added  the  ftranger. 
Why,  as  to  that,'   replied  the  mar^^ 

quia  (bmething  myfteriouily,  *  he  — * 
Out  with  it '.'  cried  the  other  j  *  makes 
love  perhaps.  Am  I  not  right?  There 
is  no  great  harm  in  that,  if  the  girl 
be  worth  the  while,'— «  Ob,  I  war* 
rant  her  worth  the  while,'  replied  my 

lover,  lowering  his  voice  and  drawing 
learer  -,  *  if  you  doubt  it,  I  can  foon 
convince  you;  for  though  it  is  bnt 
moon-light,  one  may  fee  well  enough 
not  to  be  miftaken  in  chat  point.  And, 
to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  was  liiicning 
to  a  converfation  between  the  two 
lovers,  when  you  called  out ;  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  noiie  you  made  has 
not  difturhed  them  ;  but,  if  you  have 
any  curiofity,  you  need  only  alight 
and  follow,  me,'  to  fee  them  togetner 
without  being  difcovered.' 
The  bait  was  too  alluring  not  to  take. 

He  was  no  fooner  difmountcd,  but  the 

marquis  feized  him  by  the  throat.     *  I 

*  have  you,  traitor  T  cried  he,  prefefit- 
ing  the  point  of  his  fword.  *  Corifeis,  or 

*  diethis  inftant!'  I  fcieamed  out,  for 
fear  the  marquis,  in  his  paiUon,  (boold 
difpatch  the  wretch.  *  Fear  nothings 
«  Madam,'  faid  the  marquis,  *  I  have 
<  fecured  tlie  villain.  Own  the  truth  r 
continued  he,  turning  to  the  man;  *  and 
'  I  will  pardon  you  on  that  condition, 
'and  provided  I  never  fee  you  more/ 
The  traitor,  finding  it  was  themarquis^ 
feenied  more  dead  than  alive,  and  fell 
at  his  feet,  dreading  his  refentment. 
«  Speak,'  continued  my  lover  $  «  you 

*  know  me,  and  I  will  be  as  good  as 

•  my 


v^^2i& 


y^y. 
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*  my  word/  The  ftmuit,  knowing  hfe 
ikiieht  depend  on  his  maller*i  protnifey 
inUirmtd  him,  th^t  he  was  dt^wn  in 
and  currupted  by  the.  old  marqui«*i  ^n- 
tlefii:in.  '  What,  Forfan'/  cried  tht 
marquis  in  a  fiirpriM.  *  How  can  that 
■  bef    You   diifemble  the   tiiith  5  my 

*  father  has  ilifchareed  him.'—*  It  was 

*  in  order  to  m.ike  his  peace/  replied 
the  man*  *  that,  as  fooi   as  he  heard 

*  Madame  Dtt  Roches  was  gone  off,  he 

*  took  it  into  his  he»d,  knowing  his 
'  mailer*8  pairion,  to  find  her  out  for 

*  him.    He  was  lure,  as  he  faid,  thet^e 

*  was  a  correfpondcncc  between  your 
'  lordflitp  and  the  lady )  nnd  he  did  not 

*  doubt  iuccefs  if  he  could  intercept  one 
'  of  your  letters. 

*  With  this  projcft  he  left  Paris,  and 
^  came  privately  to  the  camp.  He  pitch- 
'  ed  upon  me  pa-fei-ably  to  any  other, 

*  becaufe  i  am  his  coontiyman,   was 

*  formerly  his  fervant,  and  was  recom- 

*  mended  by  him  to  your  Joidihlp.  Af- 

*  termninJing  me  of  all  this,  be  tuld 
'  me  what  hid  happeiied  to  him,  and 
'  hisddlgnof  getting  his  pardon,   aod- 

*  revenging  himfeif  on  the  lady  who 

*  hid  occaiIi>iie.f  h>s  misfortune ;  pro- 

*  mifiug  me,  that  if  I  came  readily  into 

*  bis  meafin-trs,  bcfidw'S  a  fui table   re- 

*  compcnce,  he  would  make  my"  for- 
'  tune.  Finding  me  but  too  well  dif- 
'  poi'rd  to  I'tfcond  his  dcGgn,  he  ac- 
'  qnainted  me  with  the  contrivance,  and 
'  direAed  me  to  be  always  near  you, 
'  that  when  you  wrote  any  letters,  t 
'  might  be  cntrufted  with  them,  and 
^  then  deliver  them  tO  him,  in  order  to 

*  compafshis  defign. 

*  M.  De  Forfan  wa«  too  well  obeyed  | 
'  as  fjoQ  as  your  lordlhip  ordered  me  to 

*  go  to  Pans,    I  went  to  the  village 

*  where  he  lay  concealed,  expefting  to 
'  hear  from  me.     He  hugged  me  for 

*  joy,  when   be  read  the   letter  with 

*  which  you  had  entrufted  me.  "  Let 
*'  "*  K^i^  f'^xi  he  4  '*  this  is  fomething; 
**  sad  I  am  iin^e  of  being  taken  into 
"  favour  again."    He  was  in  the  right. 

*  The  motncnc  he  wrote  the  old  mar- 

*  <|uis  word  at  his  arrival,  that  he  had 

*  ftews  of  Madame  Des  Roches  to  him, 

*  he  had  admictancci  and  was  feftored 
'  to  his  place.  It  was  refolved,  I  (t}pnid 

*  murn    to   you   with  the  answer  I 

*  brought,  and  contimie  to  intercept 
'  your  lettets,  in  order  to  difcover  where 
'  the  lady  was,  which  yott  did  not  men- 

*  M  ia  ttt«  packet  I  M  wc^ived  |  isaJ 


*  that  I  ikonM  lend  all  letten  I  amJd 

*  rccore,  under  a  dif«6Uan  diey  gave  foe 

*  thatporpble. 

<  But  your  fudden  d epArttite  from  tht 

*  army,  which  we  did  not  expeA,  dif- 

*  concerted  all  our  mtafifres.    I  could 

*  only  acquaint  M.  Forihn  with  it,  and 

*  what  road  the  equipage,  with  which 
'  I  was  lefty  was  to  take.    The  third 

*  day  after  we  fet  out,  a  pofttHon  be- 
'  longing  to  the  old  m^t*qitii  met  me 

*  with  a  letter  from  M.  Forfan,  order- 
'  ing  me  to  leave  the  equipage,  and  en* 

*  deavour  by  any  means  to  difcover 
'  what  road  you  had  taken  j  with  m 
'  promife,  that  if  I  could  find  out  Ma- 

*  dame  Des  Roches   by  it,  fuppofing 

*  you  were  gone  thither,  that  the  old 

*  marquis  would  reward  roe  very  hand- 

*  fotneiy,  and  advance  me  in  his  fami* 

*  I  jr.  This  was  the  reafon  of  my  purw 
'  luing  you  fo  obdlnatrly,  and  flying 

*  when  met  by  your  fecretaryj  being 

*  apprehenfive  I  was  difcoverad,    and 

*  th}iT  you  had  fent  him  after  me^  Bui 
^  I  was  nofooner  clear  of  birtii  thah  t 
«  renewed  mjr  enquiry,  and  this  with 

*  fo  :tnuch  diligence  in  all  the  viU^a 

*  on  the  road,  that  you  fee,  my  lord>  I 

*  fhouid  have  fucceeded,  had  I  not  un- 

*  expcftedly   met  with  you.     Heaven^ 

*  to  puniih  my  treachery,  would   not 

*  fufler  it  to  profjier.     I   am  in   your 

*  power,  and  you  may  difpofeof  roe  as 

<  you  pleaiie :  but  1  iruft  in  your  cle- 
«  mcncy,  and  hope  you  will  ftiew  mercf 

*  to  a  poor  wretch,  who  has  fofVerL'd 

*  bim/eif  to  be  corrupted,  and  who 
'  was  really  informed  that  it  was  for 
«  your  good,  and  that  it  was  in  reality 

*  ferving  you,  to  break  off  an  affair^ 
'  as  they  termed  it,  which,  fooner  or 

*  later,   muft  end  in  your  ruin*    and 

*  which  the  marquis  your  father  Wat 

*  determined  t^ prevent.' 

The  fervant,  after  thia  proteftation^ 
threw  himfeif  again  at  the  marquis'i 
feet,  and  wept  blrterW.  I  was  very 
folicitous  in  his  behalf.     <  I  will  keep 

*  my  word  with  him.  Madam,'  cried 
the  marquis*   '  provided  he  nwer  ap* 

*  proacbes  me  more.  Neverthelcts,  pni^ 

*  lience  directs  mc  To  fecure  him  till  | 

*  am  at  home  again,  to  prevent  any 
«  farther  treach^-y.'— *"  Ah,  mv  lordT 
cried  the  fellow  with  tears,  *  I  aisear  bv 

<  all  that  is  facred«  that  it  is  the  faiv 
■  the^  from  rtiy  thoughts  \  and,  if  yoa 

*  grant  me  a  pardon,  I  fbaM  make  no 

*  other  nlc  of  it  than  b»  endeavour  at 

K  k  *  rcpaiciof 
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*  reptiring  the  fault  I  have  had  the 

*  misfortune  to  commit.*    The  man's 


V 


behaviour  had  fo  much  the  air  of  a 
£ncere  rmntance,  that  I  was  much 
moved.  I  pleaded  fo  earneQIy  in  his 
behalf,  that  the  marquis  releafed  hiro» 
afTuring  me',  that  any  requeft  of  mine 
Ihould  be  implicitly  complied  with; 
and  as  a  proof  of  it,  he  gave  him  four 
loui8-d*orSy  telling  him,  his  thanks 
were  <}ue  to  me,  whom  he  intended  fo 
cruelly  to  in>ure.  After  this  the  mar- 
quis difmifled  him,  and  we  returned 
borne  reafoning  on  what  hid  palRcd. 

The  day  following  the  maiquis  re- 
folved  upon  leaving  me.  If  he  was 
grown  fond  of  my  con^pany,  I  found 
the  fame  fatisfa£^ton  in  his:  all  my 
reafon  was  fummoned  to  ftifle  my  tears 
when  he  took  leave.  *  Remember,' 
faid  I,  embracij>g  him^  *  my  fate  de- 
<  pends  on  your  heart,  and  in  that  alone 
«  my  happinefs  confilts.'— *  Alas  !'  re- 
plied my  lover,  '  is  it  poiTible  for  me 

*  to  live  a  moment   wit^hout  doating 

*  o»  you?  I  know  no  other  plealure 
'  but  that  of  feeing  you,  and  telling 

*  you  fo  I  and  as  for  the  intervals  of 
'  abfence,  they  never  will  be  reckoned 

*  in  my  account  of  life/  Saying  this, 
he  threw  himfelf  into  his  chaife  and  re- 
mained iUent.  The  people  were  ga- 
thered about  to  fee  the  parting  j  every 
thing  furprlzes  in  a  village.  I  could 
hear  them  fay,  *  This  is  Tike  brothers 

*  and  fifters,  mdeed  1  See  how  fond  they 

*  are  of  each  other'.' 

Had  not  my  heart  been  full,  I  could 
not  have  forborne  laughing  at  the  iim- 
plicltyof  my  countrymen  j  but,  after  all, 
It  would  have  been  ridiculous.  Is  there 
£0  much  difference  between  a  brother  and 
lover?  Knowledge  or  pre^dice  pro- 
nounces .  How  many  do  we  iee  determin- 
ed by  nothing  but  prevention.  It  is  fo 
at  court,  why  fliould  it  not  be  fo  elfe- 
tvhere  ?  Man  is  ftill  man  in  all  Itations. 

The  marquis  was  no  foonergone,  but 
I  gave  a  loofe  to  tears  and  complaints. 

*  When  ttiall  I  fee  again,*  cried  I,  *  this 
«  dear  man  ?  Whs|t  will  be  the  event  of 
^  fo  tender  and  unfortunate  a  love  ?  Are 

*  we  only  enamoured  with  each  oth«r, 

*  to  he  continually  parting  ?*  The  old 
marquis  came  into  my  thoughts  next. 
He  was  acquainted  with  my  place  of 
retreat,  be  accofts  me  with  fiuy  in  his 
tyes«  *  Take  your  choice,*  .(ays  he/ 
^>  eidier  me  or  a  cloifter.  It  is  in  vain 
«  for  yott  to  place  your  conEdeacc-4» 


<  my  fon ;  be  camipt  afllft  you,  nor 

<  ihall  ever  be  yours.  You  ought  to 
'  tremble  at  the  thoughts  of  provoking 
*  me,  as  you  muft  iMth  pay  vary  dear- 

<  for  the  danferous  advantage  be  haa 

<  gained.*  Thefe  imaginations  were  fo 
ftrongand lively,  that  I  trembled  for  feai-. 
Alas !  it  viras  m  vain  to  have  recourfe 

to  Heaven}  it  was  deaf  to  my  entreaties.  -^ 
Can  a  heart  fo  ilrongly  attached  to  this 
world  expe61  relief  from  above?  No, 
it  is  not  worthy ;  to  deferve,  one  ought 
to  be  afhamed  of  fuch  weakneiles.  But 
my  ftrtngth  failed  me;  love  had  fo 
cruelly  overwhelmed  me,  that  nothing 
but  what  occaiioiied  my  diftrei's  could 
poflibly  relieve  me :  I  found  no  com- 
fort, in  fine,  but  what  fighs  and  tears 
afforded. 

Three  days  werefpent  in  continual 
grief  and  apprehcniion.  The  wholf 
tamily,  afloniOied  at  my  profound  me- 
lancholy, ftruve  in  v<iin  to  divert  me| 
but  the  peufivenefs  which  had  feixed 
me  was  proof  againft  every  thing; 

On  the  fourth  day,  in  the  morning, 
my  mother  came  into  my  chamber,  fay- 
ing that  a  chaife  had  (iopped  at  the 
door,  and  that  a,  Iti-anger  wanted  to 
fpeak  with  me.  I'defirol  he  might  be 
brought  to  rati,  Hq.w  was  1  furprized, 
when  I  found  it  to  be  Dubois !     '  Is  it 

*  poHible,*  faid  I,  rcceiviiig  a  letter 
from  him,  '  that,  after  the  appi-eheniion 
'  the  marquis  and  1  were  under  left  you 

<  ihould  be  known  here,  tliat  he  (houki 

*  venture  to  fend  you  ?'— *  1  have  taken 

*  proper  precautions,*  replied  he )  *  this 

*  falie  nofe,*  (he  really  liad  one  in  his 
hand)    <    would    difguife    me   to  my 

*  own  father;  fo  lliere  is  nothing  to 

*  fear  on  that  fide.    Would  to  Heaven 

*  I  could  as  eaiily  reconcile  you  to  the 

*  news  I  bring!*—*  What  has  happen - 

*  ed  ?*  replied  I  very  earnclUy.  •  Read,* 
added  Dubois,  '  and  then  you  will  fee, 

*  whether  my  lord  marquis  could  have 

<  pitched  upon  any  one  elfe  to  fend  on 

*  this  occafion.*  ^ 

1  opened  the  marquis*s  letter  with 
trembling.  Would  any  one  imagine 
the  contents?  Upon  readuig  the  firfk- 
line,  it  was  watered  with  my  teais. 
It  w*s  as  follows,  if  ever  grief  dif- 
patchcd  any  one,  how  came  I  to  iur- 
vivc  ? 

*  T  Am  in  the  utmoft  defpair,    my 
X  '  charming  Jenny }  judge  of  it  ba^ 

1  the  houibk  news  I  here  kwl  you.    I 
•  •  lofe 
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<  Ipfe  yoa  for  ever  j  but  be  aftoniffied 

*  It  the  exceflite  cruelty  of  my  fate. 
'  r  am  cut  off  from  all  hopes  of  ever 

*  beine  yours  i  and,  to  coroplcat  my 
'  reisrortunei  am  obliged  to  employ  all 

*  the  power  I  have,  to  prevail  on  you 
'  to  nab  a  dagger  to  my  heart.     But 

*  this  is  keeping  you  too  lung  in  fu- 
1  fpenie.  My  fatner  lies  at  the  point 
*^f  deadly  brought  to  this  extremity 
'  by  you  and  me;  he  calls  fur'^you, 

*  wiOies  for  you,  and  will  die  in  peace, 
'  he  fays,  if  he  expires  with  the  name 

*  of  your  hu(band.     Can  I  have  the 

*  cruelty,  can  I  be  fo  barbarous  a  fon» 

*  as  to  let  him  perifli^  if  it  be  in  my 

*  power  to  fave  him  ?  If  I  am  fo  un« 
'  fortunate  as  to  lofe  him,  let  me  not  be 

*  liable  to  reproach  myfelf  with  being 
'  the  hated  caulc  of  his  death.'  If  I 
'  ever  was  dear  to  you,  O  moft  lovely 
'  of  thy  fex,  hafie  avray  I  A  minute, 

*  an  initant,  may  'render  me  the  moft. 

*  guilty  of  manlundr 

•  What  is  it  to  me?'  cried  I,  re- 
doubling my  tears.     '  Let  the  cnid 

*  prent  die.  Am  I  to  be  anfwerable 
'  fpr  the  fury  of  his  paiTion,  and  the 
'  fatal  condition  to  which  it  has  re- 
'  duced  him  >  And  you,  my  lord  mar- 
'  quit,  what  have  I  done  to  deierve  this 

*  treatment  ?— Juft  Heaven  I*   cried  I, 

*  was  it  for  this  you  referved  me  ?  And 
'  yoa,  d«ftru£live  charms !  to  what 
'  have  you  brought  me  ?'  Saying  this, 
I  was  U>  overwhelmed,  that  unlefs  Du- 
bois had  fupported  and  foothcd  me,  I 
iDuil  have  fwooacd  away. 

The  mar5iuis  had  forefeeni  without 
doubt,  tb.e  condition  to  which  his  let- 
ter wovld  reduce  me.  His  valet  de 
pbambre  pulled  out  a  phial,  whofe  pre- 
vious elixir  crue}ly  renored  me  to  my- 
Tcif.  *  Alas*  why  would  you  not 
'  foffer  me  to  die  r'  cried  I  to  Dubois. 

*  Why  do  you  give  roe  thit  barbarous 

*  relieff  Likie  a  criminal  dragged  to 
'  the  tor^re,  you  ftrengthen  me,  only 

*  that  the  fevcrity  of  the  ^oj^es  mav 
'  he  the  more  ieAfible/  . 

Dubois,  a«  much  as  he  was  prepared 
for  fuch  a  fcene»  was  fo  de)e£led,  that 
be  was  fcvce  able  to  coipfort  me.  *  In 
'  the  name  of  all  that  is  dear  to  you, 
<  MademoifeUe,'  faid  he»  *<  bear  up 
'  againft  this  ftonn  $  think  what  a  con- 

*  dition  I  left  my  inafter  in  t  If  you 
«  knew——*  •  Alas,  it  is  that  which 
f  diftia^t  me  !*  cried  1,  interrupting 


him.  <  If  I  fuilmd  alone»  the  near 
«  proTpeft  of  death  would  alleviate  mf 

*  grief)  but  the  confideration  of  my 

*  dear  lover  retards  my  defpair,  and 

*  witholds   my    fleeting  life.    ,Wliat 

<  would  become  of  him  }  Alas  I  if  he 

*  dreads  the  approach  of  a  death,  whofe 
<^  idea  makes  him  tremble^  and  obliges 

<  him  to  facriflce  all  that  is  deareft  tta 
'  him  in  the  world ;  what  would  be- 

*  come  of  this  faithful  lover,  to  what 

*  extremities  would  he  not  be  hurried, 
f  if  he  had  my  death  to  lainent,  of 

*  which  he  might  juftly  diink  hiroftif 

*  thecaufe?' 

After  faying  this  I  nrnthfcA  ex* 
ceediagly  pendve  |  but  coming  to  my 
felf.  «  Let  us  go,*  cried  I  j  «  fliis  lover, 

*  whom  I  adore,  fhall  know  how  ex- 

*  tenfive  a  power  he  has  over  me.  I  de« 

*  figned  myfelf  for  him  alone  |  myfelf 
«  was  all  I  had,  of  which  he  has  been 

<  mafter  a  long  time.  He  may  diipoft 
'  of  his  own,  and  I  obey.    Vee,  he 

*  fliali  know,  by  the  matneft  of  the 

*  facrifice,  that  though  I  am  infinitely 
^  below  him  in  every  thing  elfe,  I  am 
'  not  his  inferior  in  point  of  noble  len- 

<  timents  j  and  that,  whatever  example 

*  be  can  fet,   1  am  always  seady  t» 

*  imitate  him.* 

Dubois^  furprixed  at  this  effort,  ap* 
plauded  my  refolution  with  tears  in  hit 
eyes.  *  What  a  grandeur  of  mind!* 
cried  he  j  ■*  after  this  proof,  of  which 
M  am  a  witnefs,  can  I  any  longer  won- 

*  da*  at  the  excefs  of  pailion  you  create  9 

*  Go  I  you  deferve  a  throne.*  I  made 
no  anfwer  to  fuch  frivolous  encomium's: 
could  iclf-love,  overwhelmed  as  it  was 
with  grief,  find  it*s  account  in  them  }  I 
order^  Barbara  very  ftemly,  for  the  firft 
time,  to  get  my  things  ready  for  my 
lourney.  Theword  was  no  (boner  given, 
out  the  whole  houfe  was  in  tears. 
^  What,    are   we   going  to  lofe   this 

*  duirming  lady  T  every  one  cried. 
f  An<l  why  ?  Are  we  Co  unfortunate  as 

*  to  be  tlie  occaijon  of  it  ourfelyes  Vw^ 
f  No,*  replied  I,  fpeaking  to  my  mo- 
ther, whofe  tears  increaied  myiroublf, 

*  I  tear  niyrelf  from  you,  God  is  my 
i  witnefs  I    an  order  I  am  bound  to 

*  obey,  an  unfortunate  accident  driv^  ' 

<  me  from  this  delightful  abode.  Oh, 
'  could  I  fpend  my  davs  with  youl* 
Saying  this,  I  embraced  my  mother  | 
my  father   out  of  refped  withdrew. 

*  Alas  !  fuffer  me,*  fiiid  1,  taking  bim 
about  the  n^ck,  *  to  ihew  how  dear  yo« 
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•  are  to  me*    Ferhtpt  a  little  time  wiH 
'  •  coavince  you  I  but  do  my  duty/ 

I  got  iiito  thn  chaife,  leaving  my  fa- 
ther and  mother  moch,  forprixed,  par- 
ticularly my  father*  whoM  very  foul 
was  n^oved  with  my  endearing  beha^ 
viour.  My  aunt,  as  fond  as  ihewas 
of  htf  village,  jumped  into  the  vditde, 
frying  out*  Ihe  was  fo  bewitched  with 
me,  (that  was  her  expreffion)  that  Ibe 
would  leave  all  that  was  dear  to  folldw 
me  to  the  world's  end.  I  embraced 
her  by  way  of  acknowledgment.  Mv 
mother  en<{«ifeil  what  (he  muft  do  with 
the  goods.  '  Keep  thei^n/  replied  I* 
ftretcbing  out  my  hand|  *  whether  I 
<  return  or  not,  ail  I  have  is  yours,  both 

*  through  gratitude  aivd  doty.* 

What  reply  was  made  I  did  not 
hear  (  but  doubtlefs  my  words  were  as 
foipriaiag  as  the  buoy  in  which  we 
4roveaway.  The  chaiie  flew.  Dubois 
waa  folcly.  employed  in  haftening  on 
the  poffilioD*  Our  expedition  was  in- 
credible, pioper  orders  being  given  at 
the  feveral  poft-houfes,  and  the.  relays 
were  always  in  fuch  readipeia,  that  we 
4id  not  lofe.a  moment. 

Neverthdefs,  I  learned  from  Dubois, 
«fhofe  bufineTt  it  was  to  go  before  and 
prepare  the  relays,  that  the  marquis 
ibond  hit  father  very  ill,  and  almoft 
ipeech)e£i  $  that  Forian  was  in  tavour 
'  again,  and  never  from  the  bed-fide  ^  and 
that  the  iervam  who  bad  betrayed  his 
naAer  could  not  be  beard  of.  He  addl- 
ed, with  a  view  I  ftippofe  of  Itrength- 
cning  my  refolution,  that  the  marquis 
as  much  dreaded  as  he  wi(hed  for  my 
prefencei  and  that  if  I  did  not  conquer 
inyfelf,  ib  as  to  leftrain  my  tears,  he 
would  not  anl'wer  for  his  life. 

I  loved  the  dear  man  too  well,  not 
to  make  it  a  law  to  command  myielf. 
I  promifed  Dubois  to  devour  my  tears 
and  aflli£lion,  and  that  was  as  much  as 
coitld  be  exped^ed.  Barbara,  who  heard 
all  this  without  comprehending  one 
I  fyllable,  cried  out  from  time  to  time, 
«  Good  God !  what  will  become  of  my 

<  lady?  Can  any  one  be  fo  hard*  heart- 
*  ed  as  to   vex   ib  good  a  creature } 

<  I  will  pray  to  G«l  fo  much  and 
«  heanily,  that  lie  will  take  companion 

<  on  her.*  Alas  1  ihe  was  in  the  right } 
t3  be  able  to  raiie  one*s  mind  to  Hira- 
rta  is  being  half  comforted.      '     '- 1 

There  are  periods  in  life  when  mia- 
foftones  combine  in  overwhelming  us. 
Duboia  was  la  fiich  a  hurry  ui  g^  the 


poftilion  forwards,  that  driving  foal  of 
a  coach,  we  overturned  it  as«we  paflcd 
the  optra-boufe;  which,  brewing  dowq 
one  of  our  own  wheel s,r  obliged  us  to 
ftop.  The  Icreams  of  the  women  in^ 
the  coach,  that  lay  lopCy-turvy,  dreyr 
together  a  hundred  fiambeaux  and  as 
many  people,  ib  that  we  law  as  clear  aS 
if  it  had  bi:en  noon  day.  Dubois,  who 
was  determined  how  to  biehavp,  ha4 
left  me  there,  whilft  he  fetched  a  coach. 
During  this  interval,  the  coachman  and 
footmen  belonging  to  the  iDJured  equi- 
%iage  were  cudgelling  my  poor  pofti- 
lion, efpccially  as  they  faw  none  but 
two  frighted  women  in  the  chaiie,  whoie 
prcfence  was  no  check  upon  them, 
Thi»  uproar  ftill  gatheiitd  rooi«  people  : 
the  ttoife  was  fo  great,  it  was  impoflible 
to  hear  one's  felf  fpeak.  1  was  in  hopes 
every  minute  of  being  delivei«d  from 
this  crowd  by  Dubois's  coming;  but  I 
had  been  told  I  muit  fufikr,  and  it  was 
not  long  t>tfore  it  happened. 

The  firft  thing  I  met  to  chagrine  me 
vws  the  Duke  of  — ,  who  from  hi^ 
coach  knew  ra^  again.      *  Ah,    my 

*  God  r  cried  he,  calling  to  his  ict- 
vants,  '  make  up  to  that  chaiie,  and 
'  prevent  the    lady^s   coming   to    any 

*  harm  from  this  accident ;  ilie  is  my 

*  acquaintance,  and  a  woman  of  c^ua- 

*  lity.'  I  grew  pale  when  I  recoiled c4 
this  nobleman  ^  his  difcourrehaJdr^rwn 
the  eyes  of  the  crowd  upon  me.  But 
what  became  of  the,  when  the  ladies 
who  were  bvertumrd  got  out  of  thtrir 
coach,  one  of  which!  knew  to  be 
Madame  D^Eftival,-  tlie  Mil's  P*£U 
bieux  of  whom  I  h^ve  already  faid  To 
much.  I  would  have  given  anything 
in  the  world  to  have  been  a  hundred 
Iea}(U:'8  off.  I  endeavoured  to  pull  my 
beadvcloaths  over  my  face,  to  eicape 
her  curious  eyes ;  but  it  was  too-  Uce, 
ihe  had  got  a  glimpfe^  fhe  knew  me 
again,  and  alkeJ  her  Servants  tf  it  v^% 
my  chaiie  which  had  occafioned  the  itif- 
order.  «  What  V  cried  (lie  aloud,  when 
they  aofwetcd  in  the  affirmative;  <  whatl 

*  has  this  little  bsfly  been  bold  enongti 

*  to  overturn*  my  coach  ?  And  ihall  I 

*  tannely  AiiFer  a  country  pufs  to  ^hvc 

*  ovepme  unpuniihed?  Heic,  drag  her 

*  out  of  her  chaife  headlong,*  faid  fhe 
•to  her  fervasta,  <  and  teach  her  better 

*  manners }  there  it  nothing  Ibe  do^s 

<  not.  dderve  for  fuch  a  piece  of  in- 

<  iblence«*      ... 
One  may  imagine  my  moitificati<in 

and' 
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and  terror  it  li^aripg  thii  cnid  ofdcr, 
and  bow  I  looked  at  the  approach  of 
four  foocoien  with  their  flambeaux  • 
Put  a  proleftor  waa  not  wanting.  The 
Duke  of  jui  ■  f  who  had  quitted  hia 
coach,  hearing  my  cries,  came  running 
.with  hit  iervantt,  and  drew  his  fword. 

*  Let  me  fee  who  don  approach  this 

*  chaiie!*  cried  he,  clapping  on  bit 
hat ;  f  tl|ia  Udv  it  ny  acquaintance  { 

*  whoever  has  the  impudence  to  moleft 
f  her  fliail  repent  it!*  This  rsfotute 
ipeech  flopped  the  footmen  i  Here  the 
uene  might  have  ended,  had  not  the 
too  courageous  Dubois,  who  came  up 
to  me  at  the  fame  time  as  the  footmen, 
and  who  had  been  informed  of  the  dan- 
ger I  was  in,  benn  to  lay  about  him 
with  his  whip :  this  was  a  iignal  to  a 
^rce  battle.  All  the  livery- lervants 
attacked  Dubois  with  their  flambeaux  t 
the  duke's  men,  and  thole  of  his 
firiends,  joined  in  his  aififlance;  and 
hut  for  the  guards,  who  came  up  by 
the  greatefl  good  hick  in  the  world,  a 
blo^y  flgfat  muft  have  enfued.  The 
gentlemen,  who  till  now  had  been  only 
ipcAators,  were  reverally  engaged  ac- 
cording  to  their  inclinations.  The 
young  duke,  who  had  undoubtedly  a 
nind  to  giTe  me  proof  of  his  conftancy 
in  the  atitack  he  had  fliewo  in  mv  re- 
gard, began  to  deal  about  his  blows, 
and  a  hundred  young  fellows  like  him- 
ielf  did  the  fame;  but,  having  fpoke 
very  politely  to  the  officer  then  upon 
du^  at  the  opera-houfe,  and  brgged  of 
him  to  do  his  office  quietly,  he  aopeafed 
the  tumult,  and  at  iaft  prevaifed  fo  far 
as  to  put  things  upon  a  foot  of  accom* 
■wdation. 

The  young  duke,  who  had  fpoke  to 
the  officer,  begged  of  him  to  aifift  in 
conveying  me  to  his  coach,  which  was 
waiting  for  me.  Madame  D*£ftival, 
perceiving  that  I  was  like  to  get  away 
from  hfir,  talked  to  the  officei*  fo  pe- 
remptorily, that  he  was  obliged  to  turn 
about.    -*  'What  *do'you  mean  to  do, 

*  Sir  ?  Do  vou  imame  that  what  has 

*  been  alledged  -flkalT  hinder  fne  from 

*  complaining, '  and  puntihiug'  a'  little 
*•  wretch,   wSo,  out  of  mel«  malice^ 

*  comes  and  drives  over  my  coach,  and 
'  infohs  me  'fh  the  face  oT*^  the  whole 
^  world  ?  There  area  hundM  witnefts 

*  to  (wear  this.    It  is  infamous  to  pro- 

*  teft  a  little  country  baggage  afbr 

*  fueh  behaviour,  and  ta  fliewno  man- 
'  ac(of  refaid  to  a  woman  of.quali- 


'  ty«     'I'M  owKr,  fufpriaad  a^  tli^^ 

X aches,  and  really  flsding  thar  flw 
made  the  complaint  waa  a 
known,  turned  towaFda  bar,  an 
bar  it  was  not  for  him  to  decida  mmp 
quantl;  that  he  only  did  his  duty  im 
preventing  mi&bicf )  that  my  eh^fewaa 
broke  down,  and  it  was  but  jufl  to  bal|f 
me  from  thenoat  befidca,  that  I  w«a  n 
perfon  of  dlflinaion  too.    •  How  t  «f 

*  diftinAion  V  replied  very  kgmSMf 
Mifs  D^Blbievx,  or  more  psufaaly  Ma- 
dame D^Eflivalt  *  of  diiinAioAl  I  bo* 

*  lieve  you  have  loft  your  ftoAs.    Of 

*  didinkion  1  a  litde  ersafuiu»  daughltr 

*  of  a  wood-cleaver,  a  teMM  to  ny 

*  late  fiither.  Ah,  ah!  ah  I*  cottiiMied 
flie,  feignioff  a  mock  laogh,  <  •niefa 

*  ibe  be  in  keeping,  which  I  make  no 

«  doubt  of *    The  Duke  of ; 

who  had  been  4ilent  hitherto,  an^  wh6 
was  fo  perfuaded  of  my  being  of  quali- 
ty, that  he  would  have  been  cut  to  ptaeea 
in  maintaining  it,  cried  otiv,  it  vi«s  vary 
unbecoming,  in  order  to  |(a«i  one*f 
point,  to  have  recourfo  to  calumny* 
and  iky  fuch  vilethings-s  that' he  knew 
me  very  well,  aad  tl^t  there  was  not 
one  word  of  truth  in  all  that  had  been 
laid }  befides,  that  it  was  no  fault  of 
mine,  if  my  aukwand  poUilion  had 
thrown  over  a  coach  i  that  nobody  waa 
hurt  i  but,  as  for  me,  it  was  eafily  Aen 
1  was  the  only  peribn  who  fuffered, 
fince  I  could  neither  get  backward  nor 
forward  $  and  that)  inftaad  <^  abufing 
me  at  that  rate,  in  Aich  a  cafe  ewry  one 
ought  to  think  themfelves  obJi^  in 
honour  to  relieve  me,  inftead  of^ being 
fo  cruelly  inlblent.  Thar  he  was  not 
furprized  at  the  fury  with  which  they 
petl'ecuted'  me,  for  that  I'  wae  hand- 
Ibrne^  which' alone  was  fufficieirt  to 
draw  their  malice  on  me,  and  to  make 
me  very  criminal  in  the  eyes  of  certain 
people. 

This  extraordinary  conclufion,  pro- 
ceeding more  from  the  dulee*s  partiality 
for  me  than  the  real  truth,  made  tfcry 
body  laugh »  and  take  mv  part,  A  ge* 
neral  murmur  was  heard  in  my  favour; 
X  hundred  armt  inltead  of  one,  and  aa 
many  coaxes,  were  profB^d^  to  eoctri« 
cate  me  from  this  trouble.  Bvery  thing 
Aowwei^t  wondetlull^i  but  I  was  fitted 
to  undergo  one  mortification  more;  be« 
fore  I  could  be  out  of  pain*   Jl  was  this. 

Poblick  entertainmems^t  Paris  bring 
people  together,  who  peihapt  other- 
vriie  never-  iMold  havo  net.     As  in 

luck 
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luck,  would.  h«w  it,  aAd  which  would 
leem  .almoft  impoifible,  the  trae  Coun- 
ttb  fk$  Eochei  was  that  mght  at  the 
opera.  The  Aop  of  coaches  I  had  Co 
iimoceDtly  cati(ed  retarded  her  coming 
(Out,  and  being  obliged  to  paib  by  me, 
Ihe  enquired  Kill  more  anf  ortunatciy  of 
.tbedQfce>  ienrantt,  near  wlu>^«  coach 
tier's  had  ftopi^*  the  mdbo  pf  the  dif* 
tnrbance*  and  jthe  names  of  the  ladies 
that  c|Cca£oned  it.  The  foptraan  hav- 
ing fati^^^  her  as  to  the  firft  point, 
told .  her  he  had  learned  the  names  of 
tiie  ladies  that  were  oyerturned,  but  as 
$»  h<;r  in  the  chaife»  he  knew  yer^  well- 
that  (he  w«s  Madame  Le  .CouBtels  Des 
]loches.  *  Ah !  ah  P  replied  the  true 
one,  9ddrpfling  herfelf  to  her  huibaj^d 
imd  two  JadwBS  in  the  cosch,  *  the  accl- 
f  dent  is  pleaianjt  .enough :  you  will 
f  frid  ihe  will  prove  the  iame  who  ftole 

<  our  nfune  and  inteeeft  at  .courts  and 

<  after  whom  we  have  made  fo  much 

<  enquiry;  we  muii  have  her  appre- 

*  hended  upon  the  {pot.*  Upon  this  (he 
fent  to  deure  the  o^cer  to  come  to  her 
coflTchi  haying,  as  ihe  faid*  things  of 
the  utraoft  comeqjtience  to  coiyjmi^icate 
lohtm. 

'  Whijit  this  (econd  confpiracy  was  car^ 
lying  on  againll  me,  of  which  I  vvas  at 
that  time  luckily  ignorant,  they  haid  but 
)uft  helped  me  firom  out  pf  the  cUaiie. 
The  young  Duke  of  ■■l^,  prefeiuing 
(lis  handy  would  obli^  me  to  gpt  into 
his  coach  s  but  Dubois  having  fpoke 
fomethang  in  his  ear,  he  faid  aloud | 

*  That  is  very  risht,'  and  then  led  me 
to  another  which  had  the  marquis*s  li« 
very.  The  coach  was  juft  going  off, 
when  a  voice  cried  out,  '  Stop,  ftop, 
'  the  .fiaitiotts  Countefs  Des  Roches  r 
Dubois,  who  fmoaked*  the  mttteiv  and 
had  leaped  in^  the  coach  with  me,  put 
his  hea4  out  of  th^  door,  and  bid  the 
coachman  gallop  off,  and  mind  nothing. 
This  direaion  faved  me:  it  was  exe- 
cuted fo  fwiftly,  that,  to  the  misfortune 
of  thofe  carriages  that  happened  then  to 
ftand  in  the  way^  the  norfes  being 
preiTed,  flew  like  birds,  dafhing,  hitch- 
ing, and  beatins  down  every  thing  they 
met  5  and,  in  nu,  whirled  me  out  of 
this  cruel  difafter,  from  which  I  began 
to  defpair  of  ever  being  able  .to  extncatd 
mWeif. 

It  was  near  eleven  when  I  arrived  at 
the  marquis's  houfe ;  and  his  people 
ftood  ready  to  receive  me  aa  I  alighted 
Irpm  the  coach,  preiltng  to  fee  a  pcrion 


fo  remarkable*  by  the  prefent  circum- 
ftai)ces.  The  marquis  was  waiting  for 
ipfr§  he  looked  pale»  dejected,  and  like 
one  who  had  been  (bedding  tears  :  he 
that  was  ufed  to  be  lb  neat,  appeared  in 
a  very  great  di(hab^lie;  even  his  very 
hair  ipoke  his  afSi^ion.  Fetdting  a 
deep  (igh,  he  took  me  by  the  hand  and 
iqueezed  it.  As  we  paffed  along  the 
apartments,  he  attempted  to  fpeak,  but 
couid  iM>t  utter  a  fingle  word.  All 
thei'e  things  ftruck  me  to  the  hearty  I 
do  not  well  remember  what  paffed  in 
my  mind  during  this  melancholy  quar- 
ter of  an  hour:  what  occurs  to  me  per- 
fe6ily  well  is,  that  iiiy  eyes  were  dr^-, 
and  my  countenance  refoiute  ^  the  mar- 
quis dui  fi  not  look  me  in  the  face,  and 
I  nevei-  ceafed  gaaing  on  him. 

We  arrived  at  length  at  the  door  of 
the  fatal  apartment  of  the  old  marquis^^ 
it  was  lb  (farkeoed  that  I  could  ditUn- 
guifli  ^nothing  in  coming  in  ^t  two 
wax  iigiiits,  >9rbQre  feeble  g^intmering  ' 
was  eclipied  by  ^.  laige  gjeen  (hade, 
lify  lover  (quee«ed  my  band  again  a  fe- 
cond  time,  ]^hed  once  more,  and  left 
me  in  tj^e  middle  of  the  room,  to  go  tp 
his  father's  bed-fidc.  *  My  l^rd,'  cried 
l>e,  in  a  faultering  voice,  f  l>cre  is  loye* 

*  ly  Jennv  come  to  prqiier  you  her  hand 

*  in  person  |  would  you  have  her  ap- 
<  proach  ?*  A  ^^^  ^^pic^t  like  ^at  of 
a  pei'fon  in  extremity,  replied,  <  What 
f  du  you  fay,  fon  V  The  marquis,  whQ 
i)[i  the  agony  he  was  lender  could  not  re- 
peat the  words,  bid  Forfan,  the  gentle- 
man I  have  otten  mentioned,  fell  hi^ 
father  ^hat  he  had  been  faying. 

Tl^e  old  maiquis  had  no  f(^ner  uq« 
derltood  what  th^  vriit  faying  to  him. 
but  he  cried,  in  a  weak  voice^  *  Son,  I 

*  am  fatisRed."     Then  remained  filent. 
My  lover  a(ked  him  if  he  vvould  not 

fee  me.  *  Alas  T  replied  he,  in  broken 
accents,  f  I  have  not  (^length  enough  ; 

*  however,  let  her  draw  nea:  .*  I  did  lo 
with  fear  and  tfemb(ing.  ^lie  marquis 
taking  my  hand,  preiented  it  to  bis  fa- 
ther. The  (kk  man  called  ifor  a  light  s 
one  was  brought,  but  it  was  witl)  difE- 
cttliy  4e  bore  the  glaie  of  it.  He  made 
(igns  to  have  it  removed  ;  afier  which 
he  feemed  to  mufe,  and  for  a  conlldera- 
ble  time  caft  his  eyes  fometime^  on  me, 
fometimes  on  his  fon.     *   Well,  my 

*  lord,*  /aid  this  dutiful  fon,  *  how  do 

*  you  find  yourfelf  ?  Wi|l  not  the  fight 
'  of  what  is  lb  dear  to  you  afford  fome 

*  happy  turn  r--<  A)as  V  cried  the  old 

man. 
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maiiy  '  It  is  too  much ;  I  have  not  fpi* 

*  rits  to  fupport  the  joy/  Then  ad* 
dreflHiig  himielf  to  roe,  '  You  fiiy  dO- 

*  thing,  O  too  chsuming  Jenny!  are 
<  you  come  hither  againlt  your  will  ?* 
•«*  No»  my  lord}^  anlWered  I,  wich 
a  relblution  I  did  not  think  myielf  ca- 
pable of  I  *  and  I  fwear  to  keep  invio- 
'  lable  the  piomifes  your  Ton  has  made 
'  in  my  behalf/— <  How  generous  is 

*  this '/Tried  the  old  marquis;  '  why 
'  can  I  not  imitate  it?' 

Saying  thefe  words  he  made  a  iign  to 
Forfan  to.  approach  him  |  after  which 
the  gentleman  prefented  his  hand,  fay- 
ing he  had  orders  to  condu^  me  to  the 
apartment  deHgned  for  roe.  I  followed 
him  with  a  fwollen  heart,  but  courage- 
«ufly  refifted  |he  tears  that  were  for  fome 
time  ready  to  tUrt.  Forfan  took  this 
opportunity,  as  wt  were  going  alon^, 
to  a(k  ray  pardqn,  as  he  faid,  for  his 
having  been  impertinent  to  me^  pro- 
mifing  to  be  fo  fubmiflive  for  the  furui^, 
that  1  fliould  forget  his  former  want  of 
tefpecl.  I  anlweredy  very  coolly,  that 
he  had  no  excufes  to  make  me ;  and 
that  truths,  how  difagreeable  foever 
they  were,  ought  nev^  to  give  offence-. 

The  apartment  where  he  left  me  was 
profuitrly  magnificent ;  the  gilding,  the 
Iconces,  and  fine  pi6kures,  mone  on  all 
iides.  My  good  aunt,  who  ttood  in 
admiration  a^all  thefe  things,  made  me 
obferve  them.  For  my  part  I  fcarce 
faw  or  heard  ^  my  heart  was  in  fuch  a 
cruel  ftate  of  deje^ion,  that  from  fuf- 
ftring  fo  Biuch  1  wa«  almoft  infenfi- 
blc. 

J  had  not  been  long  there,  when  the 
houfe-lieward  came  moft  refpe&fuUy  to 
know  if  I  would  have  fupper  ferved 
up.  *  I  want  nothing,"  iaid  I  to 
him ;    <  and  the   greatelt  fervice  you 

*  can  do  me  is  to  let  me  retire  to  reft.' 
He  aflured  me  his  orders  were  to  obey 
me  as  his  .nufter,  and  to  take  care  I 
wanted  nothing.  After  (his  I  thought 
there  was  an  end  j  but  they  laid  a  cloth» 
and  1  was  not  a  little  iurprixcd  to  fee 
two  napkins.  I  faid  to  myfelf,  '  Suns 
<  they  do  not  know  Barbara  is  mv 
'  aunt,  and  that  ihe  fits  at  table  with 

*  me !'  My  liule  vanity  was  diilurbed 
onthisoccafion. 

When  the  cloth  was  laid,  a  dumber 
of  livery  iervancs  bringing  the  difties, 
deli  veiled  them  to  the  houfe-fteward, 
who  placed  then  upon  the  table.  He 
wotf  his  hat  aU  the  while*  >  I  wai  im« 


uied  to  thefe  ibrt  of  i 
they  ftrved  to  amufe  me, 
my  oielancfaoly. 

The  firft  coorle  was  fcarce  ierved  iip» 
when  a  valet  de  cbambre  appeared  at 
the  door  carrying  two  Flambeaux.  How 
sreat  was  my  iurprize  to  fee  him  foU 
lowed  by  my  lover  1  1  he  marquis  made 
a  low  bow,  and  after  prtlienting  hit 
hand  to  place  me  at  the  table,  he  fat 
down  over-againft  me  without  ikying  a 
fyllable. 

A  fight  fo  dear,  and  which  I  na 
ways  expe6ted»  threw  me  into  a  frelh 
trouble,  but  not  very  infupportable* 
The  number  of  fervants  in  waiting  was 
fuch  a  reltraint,  that  I  fcarce  durlt  call: 
my  eyes  towards  him,  and  as  often  as 
that  happened  it  was  a  Holen  glance. 
I  thought  my  lover  appeared  leis  con- 
cerned than  when  I  firft  Aw  hinii 
this  difcovery  produced  a  mortal  uneafi^- 
nefs. 

I  eat  little  j  the  marquis  was  very 
attentive  to  fcrve  me  with  every  thing 
he  imagined  I  could  like,  but  faid  not 
a  word.  *  What  is  the  meaning,*  faid 
1  to  myfelf,  '  of  this  fdence,  and  theie 
«  extraordinary  ways  of  proceeding?* 
J  obferved  the  fame  condttfl,  and  never 
altered  it  during  the  whole  i^paft. 

As  much  affli^ed  as  I  was»  f  fat 
longer  at  table  than  I  intended.  The 
pitrlence  of  my  lover  detained  me.  At 
lalt  I  made  a  motion,  which  being  takca 
for  a  defire  of  retiring,  made  the  mar*- 
ciui*  rife  t  he  took  me  by  the  handj  the 
iiambeaux  led  the  way.  I  was  cou«> 
duAed  into  a  bed-chamber,  where  I 
found  two  women  waiting  near  my  toi- 
lette, in  order  to  affifl  in  undreflinr 
me  J  one  of  them  advanced  an  eafy 
chair  the  minute  I  appeared,  the  othec 
^ood  ready  to  attend  me. 

I  was  fcarce  feated,  when  the  mar- 
quis, making  me  a  very  low  bow,  re- 
tired. I  caS  my  eyes  on  htm  at  that 
inftant,  and  faw  he  was  in  tears.  Thia 
fi^ht  overwhelmed  me }  and,  in  fpite 
of  all  my  efforts^  I  burft  into  a  fit  of 
crying. 

One  of  the  women,  who  was  ftandinff 
behind  my  chair,  drew  near/  and  with 
great  fweetnefs  begged  I  would  not  af- 
lid  myfelfi  but  employ  the  great  ihare 
of  good  icnfc  the  vrorld  allowed  me  tm 
•have  in  Xurmomiiting  my  diftredas  ^  ad«- 
putting  it  to  be  poSible  for  me  to  hxvt 
JMsy  in  the  ifklendid  condition  I  then  was. 
^  ^as  r  cried  I,  jlobbiag,  Vl  de'erve  it 

'  not} 
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*  ttot$  4)y  body  but  me  would  (bpport 

*  it  betta-.*  After  thcfe  wordt^  I  alked 
if  a  womaiiy  whom  I  had  brought  with 
■le  and  loved,  was  removed  from  me  ? 
They  told  me,  it  was  quite  otherwiie^ 
«n  the  contraryt  that  they  had  all  the  re- 
gard  imaginable  for  her  in  confidet-ation 
of  me;  that  fli^  was  then  a£lua11y  at 
lupper  in  die  fteward*t  parlburi  and  that 
I  ^ould  fee  her  inftantly. 

This  aniwer  pleafed  me^  as  well  as 
the  kind  behaviour  they  obferved  to- 
wards me.  When  my  aunt  came,  I 
defired  to  be  left  alone,  and  was  accord* 
ingly  obeyed.  I  ftood  in  amazement  at 
all  thisrefpefls  and  I  judged  it  pro- 
ceeded from  their  confideration  of  my 
beii^  abeadv  the  Marchionefs  of  L.  V. 
I  was  not  deceived,  that  vraTs  the  real 
truth. 

I  queftioned  my  aunt  very  much  a<> 
bout  what  (he  heaid  talked  of  in  the 
houie,  and  how  they  behaved  to  her. 
«  Ah,  my  GodT  cried  (he,  with  joy 
painted  upon  her  fice,  *  a  thoufand 
times  better  than  I  defervet  I  have 
Tupped  with  the  v6ung  gentteman^s 
nurfe,  who  was  (o  extremely  kind 
to  me-rto  be  fure  they  take  roe  fof 
(bmebody,  for  even  the  venr  houfliold 
fervants,  who  are  all  drefled  like  fo 
many  gentlemen,  waited  upon  me, 
calling  me  Mifs  Bab,  forfooth.  I 
knew  not  the  rtaibn  of  all  this  civi- 
lity ;  but,  I  can  aiTure  you.  I  never 
received  fo  much  in  my  life,  and  me- 
thinks  I  am  in  paradife.  It  is  true,  I 
believe  that  all  this  is  on  your  account ; 
but  all  is  one  for  that*,  if  I  am  oblig- 
ed to  you  for  it,  I  do  not  enjoy  it  the 
lefs.' 

If  I  had  not^  interrupted  my  good 
aunt,  (he  would  have  talked  till  the 
next  morning,  fliewasfo  tranfported. 
Though  I  was  not  much  inclmedto 
ileep,  I  was  fo  opprefTed,  that  my  eyes 
doM  themiUves  in  Ipite  of  me.  Bar- 
bara perceiving  it,  told  me  with  a  yawn, 
I  muft  go  to  bed,  and  that  (he  would  do 
<he  fame  with  all  her  heart.  I  a(ked 
her  if  (he  knew  where  (he  was  to  lie. 

*  Ves,  ftuly,*  rsplied  (he,  taking  a 
candle  j  *  you  may  be  proud  on  it.  00 

*  vou  imagine  there  is  any  thing  want- 

*  mg  here  t  Whilft  you  was  at  fupper, 
**-  did  not  the  nurfe  come  in  and  (hew  tut 

*  all  your  apartments,  and  the  chamber 
«  allotted  for  me  ?  Do  but  look,*  faid 
Ihe,  making  me  pafs  into  a  cloiet  ad«> 
Joining,  «atthis  dama(k  field-bed  1  Dft 


<  you  think  I  (hall  not  (leep  well }  Good 

<  God  I*  cried  (he,  laying  her  hand  o(k 
the  bed-doaths,  *  is  it  not  a  (in  to  fpoil 
«  all  this  f  What  fine  flieets  V  faid  Ihe, 
handling  them  ;  *  had  our  curate  ever 

*  fuch  a  fine  furplice  ?'  At  every  ftcp  my 
aunt  ufed  fuch  exclanvitions  as  would 
have  made  me  laugh  at  any  other  time. 
She  could  never  fay  enough  of  all  this 
finery,  and  fwore  the  king  was  never 
better  accommodated. 

After  patiently  liearing  a  deal  of  dif* 
courfe  or  this  tiaturr,  at  laft  I  got  to 
bed.  It  was  not  without  difficulty  t 
went  to  flcep.  There  was  fomething  fo 
(brprizing  in  what  had  happened,  that  I 
could  fcarce  believe  fometimes^but  that 
it  was  all  a  dream :  thcfe  flattering  ideas 
were  of  no  long  continusitce.  *  Ah  l* 
faid  I  to  myfelf7  crying  bitterly,  *  it  is 
'  but  too  true :  I  lofe  for  ever  what  I 

*  love !  Manning  the  father,  will  there 
'  remain  the  (lighteft  hopes  in  renrd  to 
'  the  fon  ?  Great  God,  what  have  I 
'  done !'  faid  I ;  *  into  what  diftradions 

<  has  my  grief  plunged  me !  Ought  I 
'  to  have  coniented  to  this  (hocking  fa«- 

*  criftce  ?  If  it  was  determined  that  I 

*  never  (hould  be  united  to  my  lover, 

*  why  did  I  not  preferve  to  my f elf  the 

*  feeble  conlblation  of  being  free,  and 

*  loving  him  all  my  life?*  Sleep  at 
length  Itole  upon  me,  and  foothed  for 
fome  hours  my  troubled  fpirtts.  I  was 
too  much  difturbed  for  it  to  la(t  long  t 
twenty  times  I  ftarted,  and  fell  afleep 
again  at  different  intervals.  It  was 
broad  day  when  1  awakened,  and  Bar* 
bara,  accuflomed  to  early  riflng,  had 
been  up  above  an  hour.  She  afked  me 
if  I  was  fick,  faying  (he  bad  heaixt  toe 
make  heavy  moan.  '  Alas!*  anfwered 
I,  '  my  mnd  fuffers  more  than  my  bo- 

*  dy.'— •  So  much  the  worfe,'  anfwered 
(he;  « the  body  will  foon  ftel  the  effeas 

<  of  it.'  Poor  Barbara  little  though 
how  much  truth  fhe  fpoke :  it  was  not 
long  before  I  knew  it  by  fatal  experi- 
ence. 

The  moment  I  was  up,  the  fame  wo-  ■ 
man  I  had  difmiired  the  night  before 
entered  my  apartment,  and  begged  leave 
to  drefs  me,  m  order  to  go  to  the  mar- 
quis, who  defired  the  favour  of  feeing 
me  as  foon  as  poffible.  I  (huddered  at 
a  requeft  I  knew  to  be  an  order,  and  fat 
down  to  have  my  head  drdTed. 
'  Cafting  my  eyes  on  the  piAures  that 
iHing  in  my  apartment,  I  viras  (irudt 
With  •face  iHiicb  itfembled  that  of  mf 

lover. 
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low.    'WbatkMfBlydiikl^spifiureit   ]p^ter  vipbrnar  dian  Dne 
/  tha(?*  cried  I,  witli  foine  eoiQticm.    usagined  from  bit  condition, 


The  young  marquis/  replied  (be  wlio 
was  draifing  me ;  *  mad  next  tp  it  14  our 
<  Mt  l^djr/--<  Hour  V  laid  I,  f  iias  the 
'  nvu'qi:u«  bee»  twice  married?*—'  No^ 

*  MademoiiS^ne/iaid  thcchambermaidi 
.'  but  as  we  look  upon  you  at  our  fe- 
/  cood>  I  rna^  be  allowed  the  expreflion/ 
I  was  filent :  this  difcour/e  ftnick  roe 
to  the  heart.  I  could  not  bring  myfelf 
to  look  calmly  on  the  thought.  Our 
iniadt,  like  our  beartt*  cannot  fuflfer  any 
thing  diiagree^ble,  but  make  all  manner 
^efforts  to  remove  it. 

I  was  but  }uft  drefledy  when  there 
came  a  valet  de  chambre  from  the  young 
.-^narquity  to  know  how  I  had  pai&d  the 
night,  and  if  I  wat  difpofed  to  go  to  his 
fathcr*s  apartment.    I  anfwcrcd,  J  wat 
ready  when  he  pkafed;  and  aOced  how 
the  fick  lord  did.    The  valet  de  cham- 
.  bre  told  me,  he  had  had  a  very  good 
night,   and  that  he  fpoke  with  much 
greater  facility  than  he  had  done ;  which, 
they  faid,  was  a  good  fign,  vid  gave 
great  hopes  pf  his  recovery.     Upon  this 
coipes  Forfaa^  a&dt9ldine»  they  wait- 
ed for  me  with  impatience,  to  read  the 
coQtra^  to  me  that  was  jutt  drawn  up, 
.and  to  have  it  figned. 
,  The  very  name  of  contra£l  threw  me 
into  a  cold  ^eat.    *  I  thought/  replied 
.1,  *  they  would  not  perform  that  oere- 

*  mony   tiU  the.  nomrquis^t   recovery. 

*  Ht  will  take  care,"  anfwered  the  gen- 
tleman,  moft  uninercifuUy,  '  not  to  de- 

*  lay  his  happinefs.  He  has  (bent  beft 
'  part  of  die  night  in  giving  inftru^ions 

■*  to  the  lawyer;  and  you  yourfelf  will 

*  be  judge  bow  much  to  your  advan* 

*  tage.     There  is  not  a  woman  in  all 

*  Paris,  kt  her  be  who  (he  will,  who 

*  would  not  be  in  your  place  ;  in  left 

*  than  three  months  you  will  think  fo 

*  too/ 

I  do  not  well  know  how  I  got  to  the 
iick  per(bn^s  chamber:  my  knees  bent 
under,  me  through  trouble  and  weak- 
Bcls.  I  found  two  ftrangers  there  i  one 
Wit  writing,  whilft  the  other  diftsted  at 
oae  end  of  the  room.  I  judged  they 
were  proceeding  upon  the  cmel  con- 
traa. 

The  old  marquis  wat  fitting  up.  As 
there  was  more  light  in  the  room  than 

-the  night  before,  I  wasfurprized  to  find 
his  looks. fo  little  altened  to  wh^^t  one 

.ttigdt  have  exjw5led.     He  took  me  by 


could  have 
.  gave  ordecs 
to  he  left  alone  with  me,  and  then  fpoke 
at  follows. 
*  Jenny,  hear  me  5  I  have  hut  two 
words  to  fay.  The  ft  ate  to  which'you 
fee  me  reduced  is  owing  to  you  ;  and 
if  I  recover,  it  is  to  you  I  (hall  be  be* 
holdea  for  my  life.    My  (on  a(rures 
me  you  are  ready  to  make  me  happy  ; 
Dubois  hat  given  me  an  account  after 
what  an  heroick  manner  you  confent- 
ed  to  this  facrifice.   It  is  not  yet  too 
late;  fay  but  the  word,  and  I  will  n^ 
leafe  you,  and  facrifice,  in  my  turn, 
the  fmall  remnant  of  life  I  have  yet  to 
come.*-^<  My  word  is  engaged  to  your 
fon,    my  lord,'  cried   I,  refuiutcly^ 
and  I  do  not  recal  it :  fince  he  loves 
you  fo  well  as  to  offer  you  all  he  holds 
dear  in  thit  life,  I  ought  to  convince 
him  that  (he,  who  hat  been  judgeil 
worthy  of  his  love,  can  likewife  imi- 
tate his  noble  example.'—*  Enough  !* 
nfwered  he  }  <  call  in  my  fon,  and  let 
them  read  the  contract." 
Whilft  they  were  obeying  his  orders^ 
the  old  marquit  a(ked  me,irmy  being  (b 
near  him  was  not  dilagreeable  to  me.  I 
anfwend  only  with  a  low  bow.     My 
.lover  came  in :  he  was  dnfTed  like  one 
•  going  to  a  party  of  pleafure  $  ihat  me* 
lancholy  which  ckraded  his  face  the  night 
before,  was  dilperfed.    How  cruelly  did 
I  fufFcr !  <  This  fccond  effort  j'  cried  hie 
.father,  giving  him  his  hand,  *  moves  me 

*  as  much  as  the  firft  :  your  contented 
'  looks  convince  me,  and  prove  how  dear 
'  I  am  to  you.-«-I  wiihtoGod,  Made- 

''  moifelle,^  faid  be,  *  you  were  fo,  either 
'  in  behaviour  or  inclination  T  Ihad 
no  anfwer  to  make;  the  caft  of  my 
countenance  would  have  belyed  all  ^ 
»coul(l  have  faid.  I  obferved  the  young 
marquis  (hunned  my  eyes,  and  that,  iii 
fpite  of  an  air  of  fatisfa£lion,  he  fuffer- 
ed  inwardly.  This  obfervation  eafed 
me  a  little.  <  He  ftill  lovea  me,*  faid  £ 
to  myfelf}  '  and  like  a  vi6lim  he  is  a- 

*  domed  with  chaplets  of  flowers  only 

*  to  decorate  the  facrifice.'  The  reading 
of  the  contra6l  interrupted  my  .reflec-' 
tiont. 

The  titles  of  the  parties  were  palTed 
over,  and  they  came  immediately  to  the 
articles  that  regarded  me.  I  had  a  join* 
ture  of  four  thoufand  livres  ^  jewels  to 
the  amount  of  one  hundred  thoufand* 
livres  j  a  coach,  and  a  houfe  with  fur- 


tk  handt  and  fquccsed  it  .with  mucn   Jiityrc.  in  cafs  of  my  hu(band*s  death 

L  !  without 
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without  iflfue :  bift^  m  cafe  of  HTue  br 
htniy  I  was  to  enjoy  his  whole  eftate  till 
the  children  were  at  age,  when  I  waa 
obliged  to  account  with  them  for  the 
pronts  of  it^ 

Though  I  vnderftood  little  of  buff- 
nefs,  I  waa  fomewbat  furprized  to  bear 
no  mention  made  of  hia  only  Ton.  I 
thought  to  myfeU  he  ought  to  have  been 
the  prittcfpal  party  in  this  authentidc 
inftrument  i  and  he  behared  himfelf  (o 
well  in  this  afiair,  aa  to  defenre  to  be 
confidered  in  his  turn.  This  idea  ftruck 
me  fo  ftron|;ly,  that  I  could  not  help 
communicating  my  thoughts  of  it. '  She 

*  is  an  adorable  creatmeP  cried  the  old 
marquis;  *  what  juftnefs  of  reafoning I 

<  wliat  fund  of  e<}uity!     She  is  a  real 

<  treafure!*  After  this  he  fpoke  to  me. 
«  Makfe  yourfclf  eafy,  Jenny  5  my  fon 

*  and  I  are  agreed  t  every  thing  is  fet- 

*  tied  betwixt  us ;  he  will  be  iattsfiedy 

*  and  To  will  you.* 

After  they  had  read  over  the  contraA, 
ahey  brought  it  to  the  old  maiquis  to 
fign.  It  was  then  prefented  to  the  ibo» 
who  did  the  fame:  howevcri  not  able 
to  conftrain  himlelf  fo  well^  but  that  be 
let  drop-  a  fieh.  Thia  proof  of  the  vio« 
Jence  he  did  fiimfelf,  and  the  teara 
which  forced  their  way  in  fpiae  of  him, 
moved  mc  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  I  kt 
the  pen  fall  twice  from  my  fingerft  be- 
fore I  could  fign  my  name.  The  old 
marquis,   Tick  as  he  was,  obfcrved^  it. 

*  Ah  1  do  not  force  her  to  it,'  cried'be. 
Then  turned  himfelf  to  the  other  fide. 

The  maiquis,  taking  hold  of  this  in- 
terval, threw  himfelf  at  my  feet.  <  Ah  1 

*  what  are  you  doing,  Jenny  ?*  faid  he 
aU  in  tears  $  <  have  yon  a  mind  I  fiiould 
'  J  oft  my  father?*  The  accent  with 
which  theft  words  were  pronounceil 
made  me  tremble  to  the^yeiy  heart,  and 
I  figned  my  name. 

The  old  marquis,  whom  his  (on  in- 
formed what  I  had  done,  turned  him- 
lelf round,  and  gave  me  his  hand. 
«  Enough,  Jenny,'  laid  he  ; « 1  know  your 

<  fincerity,  and  am  fatlsficdj  tlie  greater 

*  difficulty  you  had,   the  more  gene- 

*  rous  is  your  condud.* .  After  that, 
he  declared  he  was  difpofed  to  go  to 
reft;  and  ordered  Forfan  to  condu^  me 
back  again  to  my  apartment,  and  to  uie 
his  endeavours  to  amufe  me.  We  all 
went  out  cf  his  chamber;  the  marquis 
«nly  remained :  he  waited  on  me  to  the 
door,  and  made  me  figns  of  approba- 
tloa  and  fatisfaAion,    Alas !   it  gave 


me  feme  fmall  comfort.  How  ornaZ 
muft  one's  fituation  be,  when  obliged 
to  catch  at  fuch  trifles  t 

I  was  fcarce  eot  to  my  apartmenf^ 
but  I  found  myfelf  indifpofed.  Tbe^ 
were  obliged  to  put  me  to  bed.  A  mi- 
nute after,  a  (hivering  indicated  A  fever. 
I  underwent  the  paroxifm  ^  itfoon  tarAf 
ed  to  a  hot  ftt,  but  did  not  contimie^ 
and  I  foon  grew  better. 

My  lover  was  entirely  ignorant  of 
what  had  happened  to  me.  There  was 
not  one  of  the  whote  family  who  did  not 
adoie  him,  and  would  not  have  laid 
down  their  Uvea  far  hfm^  They  adl 
knew  how  dear  it  had  colt  him  to  make 
this  facrifice  to  hia  father  $  and  it  was 
apprehended,  with  reafon,  ^t  if  he 
were  made  acquainted  with  what  haNi 
befallen  me,  it  might  have  coaTequencea 
fatal  both  to  the  father  and  ibiu 

However,  it  was  impoflibleany  longer 
to  keep  Wim  ignorant  of  my  fituation. 
My  prefence  had  worked  a  miracle  in 
favour  of  the  old  marquis ;  he  was  vifi* 
bly  recovered  thereby,  and  they  had 
conceived  sreat  hopes.  He  was  no  fooner 
come  to  himfelf,  but  he  had  a  mind 
to  finifh  the  marriage )  and  he  carried  it 
with  fo  mnch  fecrefy,  that  except  For- 
fan, to  whom  he  had  eiven  his  ordera^ 
every  one  imagined  the  celebration  of 
die  marriage  would  not  be  performed 
the  evening  after  figning  the  contrail. 
His  fon  did  not  even  know  it,  till  the 
pricft  was  come.  He  fent  for  him,  and 
iaid,  he  had  now  but  one  proof  more  of 
his  tendernefs  toaik,  which  was,  to  cob- 
du6^  me  into  his  apartment;  that  tbe 
apprehenfion  he  was  under  of  expiring 
every  minute,  made  him  defire  to  have 
the  confolation  of  leaving  me  his  name 
before  it  was  too  late.  The  marquis, 
ever  a  good  fon,  ftiiled  his  grief;  and 
>  the  better  to  prove  his  zeal,  went  away 
precipitately,  in  order  to  fetch  me  tlie 
fooner.  Hut  what  became  of  him,  whea 
as  he  entered  my  room  they  made  figns 
to  him  to  tread  fofdyl  *  How  now!* 
cried  he,  bein^  told  that  I  was  in  bed, 
and  not  knowing  the  caufe ;  *  did  not  I 
*'  fend   word   to   defire    Mademoifelle 

*  might  not  go  to  bed  befoie  ihehad 

*  fpoke  to  my  father?'  Every  body 
was  filent)  no  one  durft  fpeak :  in  fine, 
he  would  be  obeyed.  .  How  waa  h^ 
ftruck,  after  knowing  all  I  had  fuf- 
feredl  <  Ahl*  cried  he  in  a  pretty 
loud  voice,  « this  is  what  I  alwayi^ 
<  dreaded**  / 

Iwa& 
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I  wM  not  aileepi  thefewonli  ma«fe 
ne  open  any  cytt .  I  faw  it  wat  my 
iover.    '  Approach,'   iaid  I  to  him} 

<  Tou  icem  troubled.  What  would  you 

*  have  farther  with  me  ?'  Tlie  mar* 
^t,  fearing  to  oppreffl  me  afreihy  durft 
not  tell  me  the  nature  of  hit  meflage« 
iMfore  he  bad  enquired  about  my  health, 
I  anfwered  him,  that  I  felt  no  pain,  for 
fear  of  giving  him  any  UDeaflneis.  Theft 
afliiramces  brought  him  back  to  hit  de-i 
figns.  He  tntreated  me,  in  the  tender- 
cft  terma,  to  iinifli  what  I  had  fo  well 
begun.  The  calmneft  with  which  X 
muwered  bimj  he  (hould  have  reafon 
to  be  content,  or  the  notion  he  con- 
ceived that  he  oi^t  to  inform  me  why 
my  preleuce  was  required,  left  the  fur- 
pnxe  might  occafion  fome  cruel  acci- 
dent, made  him  imprudently  own  the 
Rafon  why  he  prefleid  me  to  riie.  My 
love  for  him  was  ftiil  ftrong  enough  to 
give  him  thit  frelh  inilance  of  my  at- 
tachment. The  marquis  palTed  into  an- 
other room.  They  dreifed  me  j  and  al- 
though my  legs  trembled  under  me«  and 
I  could  fcarce  ftt  out  of  my  eyes,  I  fol- 
lowed him,  and  forced  myfelf  to  finifli 
this  iacnficc^  let  it  coft  me  what  it 
would. 

Every  thing  wat  ready  for  the  fatal 
ceremony.  Upon  entering  the  room,  I 
wat  coadu£led  to  the  b^-fide.  The 
•rieft  advanced.  I  gave  myfelf  qnd 
lover  for  loft.  Refolution  yielded  to 
nature.  A  (hivering  feized  my  limbs> 
and  a  cold  dewy  fweat  fpread  itfelf  over 
my  face.  I  gave  a  great  (hriek,  and 
lell  to  the  ground. 
«  My  faintinff  ended  in  a  hieh  fever  i 
which  redoubled,  and  brought  me  to 
the  laft  extremity.  The  third  day  it 
abated.  But  how  great  wat  my  fur- 
prize,  when  offering  to  rub  my  face,  I 
found  my  hand  witheld  j  and  was  told, 
that  the  little  life  I  had  left  depended 
on  keeping  myfelf  warm.  This  made 
me  judge  myfelf  in  danger.  I  begged 
the  perion  who  attended  me  not  to  dif- 
femblc  the  nature  of  my  illnefs.  It  was 
€omt  time  before  I  received  an  anfwer. 
I  could  hear  them  cry,  which  only  ferv- 
ed  to  increase  my  apprehenfions  and  im- 
patience. At  laft  one  faid,  *  The  young 

*  lady's  good  fenfe  and  piety  will  pre- 

*  vent  any  ill  confecuence  from   her 

<  knowing  it  is  the  imall-pox.*— -*  How ! 

*  the  fmall-poxr  cried  I»  <  O  Hea- 
^<  vens!  I  am  goner—*  No,  iv^ademoi- 

l  fcUe»*  replied  the  prieft  who  bad  bcto 


*  called  in  |  « take  courage,  and  place 

*  your  confidence  in  God :  if  this  fa- 
<  vourable  turn  continues,  you  will  foon 
'  be  out  of  danger.*— <  You  muft  not 

*  flatter  me.  Sir,'  replied  1 1  *  for  God*a 
«  fake,  tell  the  real  truth,  that  I  ma/ 
'  take  care  of  my  poor  fouL* 

The  clergyman  approved  of  my  relb* 
lutions,  comnnended  me  for  them,  and 
faid,  that  the  greater  peace  the  mind  en- 
joyed. Nature  would  be  the  better  able 
to  exert  itfelf.  I  wat  under  fo  great  a 
dread  of  appearing  unprepared  before 
the  judgment-feat  of  God,  that  I  con« 
fefled  myfelf  with  great  devotion.  After 
this  I  found  myfelf  much  better ^  and^ 
for  the  firft  time  fince  my  illnefs,  began 
torefiea. 

My  ^Sk,  thoughts  were,  whether  or 
no  the  young  mar<]uit  wat  acquainted 
with  thjB  nature  of  my  diftemper.  I  was 
at  a  lofs  how  to  get  the  truth  from  mj 
attendants  :  I  wat  convinced  they  were 
all  at  the  M  marquis's  beck,  and  con- 
fequently  would  not  be  pleafed  at  my 
afking  any  fucb  queftions.  After  fome 
debate  with  myielf,  I  pitched  upon  a 
pretext  I  thought  plaufible,  which  was 
to  enquire  after  the  old  marquis's  health. 
I  was  anfwered,  that  the  accident  which 
happened  to  me  in  his  prefence,  had  like 
to  have  coft  him  his  lif«,  but  that  now 
he  had  been  two  days  out  of  danger. 

*  And  the  young  marquis  ?'  continued 
I.  *  He  is  pretty  well,'  anfwered  they. 
Th^t  prettywell  ftanled  me.  <  Does 
'  he  know,'  added  I,  what  aiU  me  ?'.-• 

<  God  forbid  he  Ihould,*  replied  they  | 

<  nobody  dares  inform  him  of  it,  as  the 

<  conf'equences  might  be  fatal.' 

The  laft  words  ftruck  me  :  it  was  a 
flip,  and  they  endeavoured  in  vain  to 
palliate  it.  I  concluded  my  beloved 
admirer  was  (ick  :  I  found  it  afterwards 
to  he  but  too  true. 

However,  I  pretended  not  to  fufpeft 
it.  I  refolved  to  take  the  firft  oppoitu- 
nity  with  my  aunt,  to  fet  her  a  talking; 
flie  was  too  fnnple  to  difguife  the  truth  t 
but  care  had  been  taken  to  prevent  mc. 
When  I  enquired  for  iier,  anfwjr  was 
made,  that  ihe  liad  dcilred  leave  to  be 
abfenta  few  days,  fince  ftie  could  be  of 
no  fervice  to  he  \  and  that  (lie  would  re- 
turn after  /he  had  tin.fhed  her  buflnefs. 
*I  faw  through  the  artifke,  and  judj^cd 
fomething  was  the  matter,  which  I  muft 
not  expect  to  be  acquainted  with. 

80  much  uneafinefs,  or  the  courfe  of 

roy  diftemper,    brought  on  the  fever 

Liz  a^ain  i 
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again  j  and  the  parbxifm  waVfo  vio1ent| 
that  I  was  judged  to  be  in  extreme  dan- 
ger. When  my. aunt  heard  this,  (lie 
•would  not  be  denied,  but  infiftcd  on 
feeing  mc.  As  tliey  gave  me  over,  flic 
ware  at  Jaft  admitted.  '  She  no  fooncr 
fet  her  foot  in  my  chamber,  but  fhe 
bsiwled  out,  that  {he  was  my  ftrv^nt, 
«nd  would  have  the  management  of  me, 
othtfrwife  fhe  would  tell  every  body  that 
they  had  killed  me  only  to  Vex  hen 
Thfs  lucky  anger  ftlred  my  fife.'  Her 
'method  was  directly  contrary  to  what 
had  hitherto  been  obferved :  flie  gave  mc 
wine-;  took  off  fome  of  the  dloaths  by 
degrees  when  I  was  too  hot;  and,  in 
fine,  w^s  fo  cai^ul  of  me,  that  in  four 
days  the  poclcs,  which  had  began  to 
ftrilce  in  a^din,  filled  much  better  than 
could  have  been  expelled. 

Dear  Barbara  no  fooner  faw  this 
change,  but  flie  pronounced  me  out  of 
danger,  and  undeitook  to  anfwer  for 
my  recovery,  provided  thrfy  did  not 
tcaze  me,  as  they  had  hitherto  done. 

Tliefe  words  being  reported  to  the 
eld  marquis,  who  was  on  the  mending 
fian'd,  and  who  had  rcafons,  as  will  be 
feen  very  ihortly,  to  fend  continually  to 
enquire  after  my  health  j  thefe  words, 
1  fay,  forwarded  the  acknowledgment 
of  a  refolution  I  had  little  reafon  to  ex- 
toeft.  He  fcnt  Dubois  to  tell  my  aunt, 
me  might  allare  me,  he  would  not  give 
me  any  farther  vexation  j  and  that  as 
foon  as  I  (hould  be  recovered,  he  would 
fend  me  fuch  news, as  would  obtain  a  par- 
don for  all  the  uneaifinefs  he  had  created 
me.  Barbara  having  communicated  this 
•  to  me,  calling  all  the  faints  in  heaven  to 
tvitnefs  the  truth  of  what  (he  (aid,  I 
Vras  fo  much  relieved  by  it,  fhat  in  a 
ihort  time  I  was  much  mended. 

Barbara  took  (o  much  upon  her  in 
my  apartment,  and  thtre  were  luch  ftricl 
orders  given  for  every  one  to  obey  her, 
that  I  was  no  longer  pcftercd  with  my 
former  attendants.  1  had  two  fignal 
favours  to  lieg  of  her,  which  hitherto.  I 
durlt  not  mention,-  becaufe  the  moment 
I  began  to  fpeak,  (he  took  upon  her, 
and  enjoined  (ilencej  telling  me  very 
har(hly,  I  mutl  either  be  ruled  or  bu- 
ried. This  was  fo  terrifying,  that  I 
held  my  peace  in  a  moment  j  and  no 
little  girl,  though  never  fo  well  bred, 
ever  ftood  more  in  awe  of  her  mother. 
So  excellent  a  means  is  fear  to  promote 
obedience. 

It  was  now  the  thirteenth  day  of  my 


illnefs^  and  ftill  I  was  liot  tufteit&  tai 
talk,  whep  at  laftjibcrty  of  fpeech  wai 
a  little  indulged  rae.    This  vvasnew. 
life.    .«  Ah,  mydtfarfritfndf  C^ed  I^* 
pulling  her  to  me^  and  taking  her  about 
the  neck,  «  ^o  );ou  it  is  that  1    owe 
my  life ;    I  will  never  forget  it.'-^; 
Let's  hear  no  more  of  that,'  fald  the 
good  creatiure ;  *  I  have  only  done  my 
'  duty,  and  deferve  no  ^raiic  on  that 
fcore :  you^  have  nothmg  to  do  but 
get  well,  that  wc  may  go  bade  to] 
our  village.     That  is  (omething  liket 
a  paradife,'  continued  (he,  fetting  her 
hands  on  her  (ideS  j  *  I  prefer  it  to  alt 
your  fine  apartments  and  your  Paris, 
wlierc  one  breathes  nothing  but  in-' 
feftions  artd  misforttmes.     Go,  go  j 
talk  no  more  about  it,  ouc  had  bet- 
ter a'  hundred  tunes  be  poor,  than'pa]!^ 
(o  dedf  for  being  rich.* 
My  aunt,  who  was  alway«  tranfport- 
cd  when  (he  was  thinking  of  her  vil- 
lage, faid  a  great  deal  to  the  fame  pUr- 
pdfe.'    I  let  her  vent  her  humour  j  after 
which,  addrefling  myHslf  to  her: «  Now,. 
<  my  dear  friend,'  faid  I,  *  yoo  mu^ 
«  do  me  one  kindnefs,  and  you  will 

*  compleatmy  cure.*— *"rwiA  it  docs 

*  not  hinder  it,',  replied  (hej   •  T  wilF 

*  lay  a  wager  you  are  going  to  cnquJra 

*  after  the  marquis,  the  youftg  one  I 

*  mean ;  for  as  to  th^  ohi  One,  I  am 

*  rtot  fuch  a  fool  as  ta  imagine  you  are. 

*  any  way  concerned  about  nim.'— 
«  You  euefs  right,'  faid  I,  making^ 
much  of  her:  '  where  is  he?  what  is 

*  he  doing?' — *  If  you  mu(t  know,* 
replied  my  aunt  looking  down,  which 
was  her  way  when  (lie  told  a  lye,  *  he^ 

*  is  in  the  country,  but  will  foon  re-' 

*  turn.' — •  Ah!'  continued  I,  *  how 

*  have  I  deferved  that  you  (hould  im- 

*  pofc  on  me.?  I   fee  plainly  you  no 

*  lorgerlove  m^.'  Saying  this,  I  turn- 
ed to  the  other  fide,  and  feigned  to  be 
very  angry.  «  There  it  is,  now  !'  cried 
(he,  *  everv  trifle  puts  her  out  of  hu- 

*  mour  I  \t  I  do  not  anfwer  her,  (he, 

*  cries }    and   if  J  (hould,  llie  would 

*  cry  much  more.     One  docs  not  knov^r 

*  what  to  do  !  There  is  plague  enough 

*  with  fome  fort  of  people.' 

Lefs  than  this  was  fufScient  to  alarnn 
me  Very  cruelly.     '  Well  then,'  faid  I, 

*  (ince  you  will  not  fatis^me,  I  will 

*  rife  and  go  rayfelf.' — «^od  forbid, 

*  dear  child  !'  cried  my  aunt,  running 
to  me.     *  Well,  then,  comj>o.'e  your- 

*  felf,  and  I  vfiil  tell  you  the  tnith» 

*  proYide<^ 
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*  HeaveiM !'  cried  I  to  myfelf,  '  wlwit 

*  will  become  of  me  if  I  grow  ugly  f 

*  Will  my  lover  know  me  again  ?  D]^ 

f   Yltit  tVittf  fsif-iiT   h«»iliitv    m/nifo    h\m  n^r. 


#  {irOTided  you  promife  to  place  youf 
f  confideDce  in  God,  and  not  be  vex- 
^  tdJ*  t  promifed  every  thing  ftie  dc- 
£mls  buty  ahs!  what  did  I  hearl 

That  an&iable  lover,  of  whom  I  wai 
^  fond,  waa  taken  ill  upon  .my  faint- 
ing  away.  The  conlbraint  be  laid  upon 
liimielf,  to  give  his  father  proofs  of  a 
more  than  filial  tendemefs,  afFe£led  his 
blood,  and  threw  him  into  a  burning 
fiever.  He  talked  and  raved  continually 
<mme:  when  the  paroxiihts  came  on, 
they  -were  oblij;ed  to  bind  him,  he  hav- 
ing in  one  or  them  broke  from  tbofe 
who  attended  him,  and. run  to  my 
9parttnent  to  fee  me.  The  infeflion  of 
the  fmaii-poz,  wfi?ch  he  had  never  had, 
fdzed  him,  and  for  eight  days  there 
were  litde  or  no  hopes  of  his  life. 

This  account  overwhelmed  me  $  but 
1  dorft  not  betray  myfelf,  for  fear  of 
not  hearing  the  real-  ftate  of  my  ad- 
miicr.  My  aunt  affured  me,  that  two 
days  beibre,  his  father  having  fent  a 
meflage,  he  began  to"  mend  j  but  every 
one  agreed  he  would  be  very  much 
marked,  and  become  as  homely  as  he 
had  been  handfome  before  he  fell  ill. 

*  Ah!  what  care  I  whether  he  be 

*  faandfoinc  or  not,*  I  cried,  *  if  his 
^  life  is  but  iafe.     Oh,  Heavens  I  how 

*  unfortunate  am  I,  not  to  be  in  a  con- 

•  dition  to  tend  him !  Yes,  deareft  of 
'  meiJ,  I  would  never  leave  your  bed- 
^  fide  I  you  (hould  be  con>inced  by  my 

•  tendernefs  in  Barbara  inter- 
rupted roe  very  fternly,  fi^ying,  Thai 
talked  but  too  much  ;  that  I  muft  com- 
pofe  xnyfelf  if  I  intended  ever  to  be 
trell.  I  was  for  replying,  but  upon 
her  telling  me  in  a  rcfolute  manner, 
^at  if  I  would  not  comply,  I  muft 
not  expe£tto  hear  any  more  of  the  mair- 
qvis,  I  yielded  for  fear  of  what  (he 
threatened »  I  held  my  peace;  but  my 
mind  exerted  itfelf. 

The  other  favour  I  intended  to  beg 
of  my  aunt,  and  which  gave  me  very 
great  anxiety,  was  to  confult  my  look- 
iDe-glars>  that  I  might  judge  what  con- 
dition I  was  in,  and  whetlK^rthe  fmall- 
pox  had  fpared  me.  I  was  very  uneafy, 
as  often  as  I  refiefled  \hat  my  beauty 
might  Doffibly  vanifli.  But,  to  do  my- 
ielf  juiiice,  I  muft  fay  it  was  not  en- 
tirely on  a  principle  or  vanity  that  I  was 
troubled :  though  I  was  fond  enough 
of  my  face,  yet  I  did  not  carry  my  folly 
to  anyigreat  excefs  $  there  was  another 
>  which  it  was  at  prefeut  owing* 


not  that  fatal  beauty  infpire  his  paf- 
^  fion?  Will  it  not  be  txtinguitfied 
'  with  the  lulhr  of  what  firft  created 

*  it  ?•  This  difmal  thought  pierced  my 
very  foul :  it  was  in  vam  to  comfort 
myieif  with  refle^king  on  his  generous' 
feotiments  and  probitv;  ftill  a  doubt 
remained  which  overwhelmed  me,  and 
riiis  apprehenfion  was  a  hindrance  to* 
my  recovery. 

The  next  day  I  heard  a  piece  of  new* 
which  pleafed  me.  Saint  Fal  was  come* 
and  appeared  inconfoleable  at  the  recital 
of  what  I  had  gone  through,  and  the 
condition  I  was  then  in.  He  Tent  me 
word,  that  as  foon  as  ever  it  was  (^rac«  * 
ttcable  he  would  wait  on  me  to  exprei^ 
his  concern  for  my  illnefs. 

He  came  ten  times  a  day  to  the  door 
to  be  informed  how  I  was.  My  aunt 
added,  that  he  never  left  his  couHn  1 
and  that  the  poor  lad  had  enough  to  d» 
in  tending  two  lick  people :  the  two  wer« 
the  young  marquis  and  myf;:lf  j  as  f«r 
the  father,  he  was  pcrfcftly  recovered, 
as  we  foon  learned. 

1  promifed  myfelf  great  fatisfaftjoa 
in  feeing  this  amiable  friend.  I  had  a 
projcft  to  execute,  and  which  took  up 
my  thoughts  for  fume  days.  Saint  Fal't 
probity  was  too  weil  known  ro  me,  to 
admit  of  the  leall  diftrult,  neither  did  I 
queftion  his  dircretion.  Thedcfign  waa 
ridiculous  enough,  but  fuited  with  the 
delicacy  of  my  way  of  thinking.  It  waa 
always  my  opinion,  that  a  humour  maj 
be  indulged,  provided  it  tends  to  notlfing 
Criminal,  though  a  little  out  of  the  way) 
for  that  is  nothing,  where  pleaftlre  and 
fancy  find  their  account. 

But,  before  I  executed  my  pvojc(5V,  t 
was  curious  to  difcovcr  what  effeik  the 
fmall-pox  had  on  my  face.  With  ihi$ 
view,  1  took  the  opjwrtunity  of  my 
aunt^s  being  in  a  good-humour,  who 
was  certainly  very  excufable  if  flie  was 
ibmetimes  otherwiie,  confidering  her 
continual  fatigues;  I  dcfired  her,  not 
witliout  blulhing,  to  bring  me  my  drcf- 
fTng-glals.     •  What  to  do  ?*  cried  fhe  $ 

*  not  to  fliifcyour  head-cloaths,  I  hope  I 

*  Certainly    you  'are  not   fo  mad.'— - 

*  Lord,  no !'  replied  I,  <  do  you  think 

*  I  would  be  fo  indil'crtct  ?  Nothing  but 

*  a  little  curiofity/— *  Oh,  is  that  all !' 
cried  (he,  inttrrupting  me.  «  What, 
<  you  aie  afraid  of  being  as  fapmdy  as 

*  thf 
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*  the  young  roarqw$  ?  Ntv,  nay,  if 
«  that  be  all>  make  yourfelf  cafy.    I 

*  will  bold  a  wager  you  are  not  marked^ 

*  thanks  to  ray  lard,with  which  you  have 

*  been  better  anointed  than  M.  Gripart 

*  Svas,  when  catched  making  love  to  my 

*  niece.'    I  fufFered  the  good  woman  to ' 
liave  her  talk  oy  t  j  after  which  I  renew - 
ti.  my  requcft,  and  with  fome  muttering 
ihe  complied. 

Though  I  had  reafon  to  expe£l  the 
confequeace  of  the  pocks^  which  I  was 
^nfible  covered  me  all  over,  yet  I  wai 
H)  fj  jghtcned  at  the  hideous  roughnefs  of 
my  S^in,  which  before  was  fo  fthooth,. 
Aiat  I  fcreamed  out  and  let  fall  the  glafv. 

*  I  told  you  what  'would  come  on  it/ 
cried  Barbara,  picking  up  the  pieces  ^ 

*  you  are  much  the  better  for  your  cu- 

*  riofity>  truly/ — *  Good  God,  my  dear 

*  friend  !*  faid  I,  very  impatiently,  *  dor 

*  not  be  fo  miich  concerned  for  the  lofs  \ 

*  I  ihould  not  value  that,  if  I  did  not 

*  lookfo  frightful.' — 'Marry,  come  up  1' 
replied   my  aunt,    '  if  you  are  a  fool 

*  (begging  your  pardon)  I  cannot  help 

*  it.  Who  told  you  that  you  were  ugly  ? 
'  I  willtake  my  oath,  you  will  be  hand- 

*  foraer  than  ever.* 

1  was  fo  ftrongly  perfuaded  of  the 
foiitrary  to  what  fhe  faid,  that  I  cried 
l^itterly.     «  Well  or  ill,  as  our  good 

*  patron  fliall  order  it,'  cried  Barbara, 

*  this  is  not  a£Ving  rcafonably,  nor  dc- 

*  ferving  the  blcfling  of  Heaven.  Go  j 
«  you  do  not  defervc  to  have  any  care 

*  taken  of  you  ;  and,  fmce  you  have  fo 

*  little  conAdcnce  in  my  fkiU,  I  know 

*  what  I  will  do  \  I  will  go  back  to  my 

*  village,  and  God  for  us  all.'  This 
w:^s  ever  her  thieat^  and  I  was  fure  to 
liave  it. 

In  order  to  make  my  peace,  I  promif- 
t^  her  not  to  cry  any  more  5  but  upon 
coodition  that  I  might  fee  myfclf  again. 
Another  glafs  was  brought.  Whether 
through  prejudice,  or  from  what  flic  had 
faid,  I  knciw  not,  but  I  thought  I  did 
not  fccm  fo  frigluFnl  as  at  firll.  Tq  be 
bcttrr  fatisfied,  I  lifted  up  one  of  the 
dried  pocks,  anil  faw  with  pleafure  that 
the  ikin  was  fmooth  underneath.  This 
put  new  life  into  mt,  as  it  freed  me  from 
much  uueafinefs.  What  mere  trifles  af> 
fcft  us  cither  with  )oy  or  forrow!  We 
are  but  children  at  all  ages :  toys  are 
ftUl  our  puriuir  ^  under  different  forms, 
it  is  true,  but  in  reality  much  the  fame. 

The  day  following  afforded  mc  fuch 
t«nvincin^  proofs  oi  the  maKjuis's  re- 


covery, that  I,  no  longer  donbted  tli* 
truth  of  what  I  was  told  concerning'  it* 
He  wrote  to  me.     What  joy!  His  letter 

onfifted  but  of  four  lines,  and  yet  did 
me  more  good  than  all  the  dolors  and 

ipothecaries  put  together. 

I  Am  aflured  that  you  are  vpoa  the 
<  recovery;  this  has  wrought  a 
perfe^l  cure  in  me.  If  your  love 
equals  mine,  you  will  not  be  long  in 
following  my  example.  Was  not  mjr 
honour  engaged,  J  would  tell  you 
what  urgent  motives  I  have  to  wiih 
it.  I  mu((  leave  you  to  g^efs ;  ray 
father  having  referved  to  himfelf  the 
privilege  of  informing  you,  Adieu> 
mydeareft^  makip  me  eafy  as  foon  at 
pouible. 

This  powerful  remedy  was  fo  efEca-*- 
cious,  that  my  heart  overflowing  vvith 
joy,  gave  new  vigour  to  my  whole  bo* 
dy.  In  two  days  I  had  flrength  enough 
to  write  an  anfwer.  Saint  Fal,  who  wa« 
now  admitted  into  my  chamber,  and  to 
whom  I  communicated  my  deiign,  un- 
dertook to  deliver  it.  I  had  engaged 
him  to  be  true  to  me,  nor  waa  I  de* 
<;eived. 

<  TF  a  defire  of  feeing  you,  my  deac 
X  *  marquis,  could  make  me  well^ 

*  I  fhould  be  able  this  moment  to  tell 
'  YOU  in  perfon,  that  you  are  my  only 
'  nappineft.  Yet,  alas  !  notwithiland* 
'  my  eagerneis  to  be^d  you,   I  ana 

*  afraid  I  muil  expe£t  a  cold  reception* 

*  I  am  quite  altered ;  my  few  charma 
'  are  now  no  more,  as  I  plainly  difcover 

*  with  my  own  eyes  :  I  only  valued. 

*  them,  as  they  fecured  me  your  affec* 
'  tions.  What  can  I  think  ?  Muf!  I  be- 

*  wail  the  loft  of  them  ? 

I  waited  Saint  Fal's  return  with  the 
greated  impatience ;  never  did  momenta 
recm  fo  tedious  before.     *  Ah !'  cried 
I  to  myfelf,  *  the  hare  idea  of  my  be- 
ing grown  homely,  has  perhaps  ef^* 
feeled    what   I   fo   much    dreaded  \ 
What  blindnefs,    that   men  fhould 
doar  on  a  vain  outfide,  which  a  vi- 
cious turn  of  mind  often  renders  con- 
temptible, and  where  the  eye  is  not 
taken  at  once,  never  give  themfelvea 
the  trouble  to  examine  vvjiether  the 
want  of  fuch  trifling  allurements  may 
not  be  richly  fupplied  from  within  !  la 

*  it  f  oiliblc  that  a  man,  to  whom  I  had 

%  giv«^ 


THE   FORTUNATE    COUNTRY    MAZD.      lyt 


I 


*  ^ven  my  hntt,  and  w^tom  I  htTt  fi> 

*  iBttch  cicemedy  (hmild  be  fo  yery 
'  woitblcls  at  to  Ex  his  afFc^ont  oo  a 
'  little  more  or  kft  beauty  ?*  His  an- 
iWer  put  an  end  to  mj  cares,  an^  re- 
ibWed  my  doubts. 

Saint  Fal  brought  it,  laughing  very 
lieanily .  '  *  Yon  nave  occaiwned,*  laid 
be,  *,  one  of  the  moft  comical  fccnct 
«  that  ever  happened.*^'  Stay,*  faid  I, 

*  Jet  me  be  fatisfied  here  firft,  before 

*  we  eo  any  farther.*  A  fcjtoiity  ap- 
peared in  my  countenance  on  reading 
the  firft  words.  He  reproached  me  in 
the  tendercft  manner  for  doubting  his 
eonfiancy,  and  the  little  ftrefs.  I  laid 
upon  hia  fentiments.  *  Do  you  attri- 
'  bote,*  faid  he,  <  to  your  charms,  the 
'  refpeft  and  efteera  my  heart  conceived 

*  frcMn  the  firft  moment  I  was  acquaint- 

*  ed  with  your  amiable  charaOer,  em- 

*  beUilhed  with  fo    many  invaluable 

<  qualifications  ?  Sach  is  the  beauty  I 

<  admire,   fnch  the  charms  I  efteem, 

*  and  which  never  fade.' 

The  letter  concluded  with  bantering 
ne  J  he  attacked  me  with  my  own  wea- 
pons, and  faid  it  was  my  buiinefs  to 
Kuniih  mylelf  with  a  new  provifion  of 
ientiments,  and  referred  me  to  Saiot 
Fal  for  an  explication.  This  made  me 
ftiU  fonder  than  ever  j  and  I  was  lb 
charmed  with  the  letter,  that  I  kiifed  it 
with  the  gieatei^  warmth. 

Saifit  Fat  £niflied  what  the  other  had 
beeao.  *  You  do  not  know,*  faid  he, 
'  that  your  note  has  put  a  thing  into 

*  the  ntarc|uis*s  head,  which  perhaps 
'  he  bad  never  thought  on  otherwiu. 

*  After  he  had  bit  his  nails,  according 
'  to  cuilom,  he  called  for  a  lookin^- 

*  glafs,  and  having  examined  himfelf 

*  for  fome  time,  he  cried  out,  **  Truly 
**  I  have  great  reafon  to  be  nice,  in(- 
««  deed  P  and  theb,  «<  How  ugly  I  am, 
*«  ^int  Fal  t  The  deuce  take  me,  I 
^  fhall  never  dare  look  Jenny  in  the 
**  face  again!**  I  burft  into  a  fit  of 

*  laughing  at  his  excbmations,  and  a 
'  dialogue  enfiied  that  was  pleafant  e- 
'  nough.*  I  infifted  upon  hearine  the 
particulars.  Saint  Fal,  finding  it  a- 
muied  me,  complied  with  my  requeft. 
We  are  never  tired  with  talking  of 
what  is  dear  to  us,  and  it  was  pa  ft  my 
hour  of  repoie  before  I  perceived  it. 
My  good  aunt,  who  viras  inflexible  on 
that  head,  took  upon  her;  and,  as  (he 
wa$  in  the  right,  we  readily  fubmitted. 

I  was  confisnl  to  jny  lied  cight^ays 


more,  but  the  time  did  not  ften  longl 
The.  amiable  Saint  Fal  brought  md 
news  of  the  marquis  three  times  a  da}» 
and  he  as  often  heard  from  me.  The 
meftagcs  I  received  from  his  father^ 
who  fiequently  fent  a  valet  de  chambre 
to  cnquiie  bow  I  did,  bid  me  batten  my 
recovery,  for  that  he  deiigned  me  a  pre- 
fent  which  would  be  highly  acceptable* 
I  durft  not  interpret  the  meaning  of 
this,  for  fear  of  deceiving  mylelf,  and 
increafing  my  vexation  in  cafe  of  a  dil^ 
appointment. 

I  know  not  whether  the  mind  has  m 
foreknowledge  of  what  is  to  happen,  or 
only  guelTes  at  it;  but  I  enjoyed  a 
greater  ferenity  than  ever  I  had  experi-^ 
enced  before  1 1  had  not  a  moment*s  un- 
cafmefs ;  or,  if  a  little  cloud  arofe,  a 
thoufand  rays  of  hope,  virell 'grounded 
as  I  thought,  without  knowing  wby^ 
foon  difperled  it.  This  interior  traa* 
<^illity  was  a  forerunner  of  the  happi- 
ness which  waited  for  me. 

The  day  I  be|;an  to  fit  vp^  Dubois 
came  from  the  mar<)ui8,  to  inform  m6 
he  had  received  a  vifit  from  his  tather^ 
who  was  perfcAiy  recovered.  He  ac« 
knowledge^  that  the  fight  had  givea 
him  great  pleafure,  and  renewed  his 
ienle  of  the  obligation  he  owed  me| 
being  convinced  that,  neax  to  God,  he 
was  beholden  to  me  for  his  father^s  re- 
covery. He  added,  that  though  there 
was  no  mention  of  it,  he  did  not  doubt 
but  his  father  veas  of  the  fame  opinion; 
and  that,  notwithftanding  he  was  forbid 
feeing  me  till  farther  orders,  he  was  not 
alarmed  at  it,  when  he  confidered  $ht 
manner  in  which  the  command  was  im* 
nofbd.  Dubois  encouraged  me  not  t(»  . 
be  diflieartened  at  this.  '  The  old 
marquis,*  faid  he,  *  i$  pofitive,  and 
will  be  obeyed,  but  good*natuied  and 
juft  at  the  fame  time,  and  I  think  hia 

Soing  into  thedountry  no  bad  omen^ 
oubtlefs  he  bas  his  reafons,  and  I 
will  lay  a  wager  we  hear  from  him  in 
eight  and  forty  hours  time*  Such  la 
the  man,  myfterious  to  the  laft  mo- 
ment ;  but,  to  do  him  juftice,  never 
obftinately  in  the  wrong,  nor  eaiily 
difluaded  from  what  is  right.* 
I  afked  Dubois,  if  he  thought  the 
old  marquis  would  fee  me  before  he  left 
the  town.     *  No,'  anfwered  he;  <  for 

*  he  dreads  a  fick  p«r(bn  like  death  it- 

*  felf.    And  certainly   his  tendernefa 

*  for  his  Ton  muft   be  at  the  faigh^ 

*  pitch,  fince  be  could  conqver  himtelf 

«  ia 
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*  ibf^r  Al  tomaju  him  avi/ir;  and  if 

*  you  knew,  the  precautions  be  took  be- 
^  -f  fore  be  entered  the  room,  and  the  dif- 

f  tance  he  kept  when  there,  you  woul^ 
f  conclude  his  apprehenilpna  bordered 

*  on  foUy.' 

Dubois  added*  that  he  took  his  ne* 

Sew  with  him,  though  it  was  eaiily 
cemed  l^at  the  journey  Was  no  way 
>greeabie»  but  that  his  complaifance 
vould  prevent  his  fliewing  any  diflike. 
Indeed,  Saint  Fal's  charailer  furpafTes 
every  thin?  I  ever  met  with ;  and  the 
prpman  who  is  fo  happy  as  to  engage 
liis  affe6kion  and  become  his  w»fe,  may 
|uftiy  boail  ihe  polTeiTes  the  phcQniy  of 
men. 

Dubois  and  I  were  very  deep  in  con- 
jrerfation,.  when  I  heard  ;i  Boife  at  the 
door.     *  GOf  faid  1  to  my  aunt,  *  and 

*  fee  who  it  is/—*  Ah  I  ahr  cried 
Dubois,  feeing  the  door  fet  wide  open 
hy  one  Cif  the  old  marquises  valet  de 
chambres ;  Mt  is  he  himielf  come  to 
*•  bid  you  adiep  ;  his  affe^ion  mult  be 
'  very  great  to  have  brought  hina  hi- 

*  ther.*  It  was  the  old  marquis,  who 
popping  ihort  about  Tour  tteps  from  the 
4oor,  caUed  out,  *  I  am  cqme  to  know 
f  how  you  .do,  and  take  my  leave.*  C 
.turned  towards  the  door,  and  coBgratu- 
Jated  with  him  on  his  recovery.    *  I 

*  liave  a  great  deal  to  fay  to  you,*  con- 
•cinued  he,  '  at  our  next  meeting ;  I  am 

*  *  ordered  to  take  the  country  air,  and 
'  am  going;  but  we  ihall  fee  one  ano- 

*  ther  ihortly :  in  the  mean  time,  I 
'  will  fend  a  lady  to  keep  you  compa- 
>  xiy,  a  particular  friend  of  yours,  and 
.*  one  you  will  be  glad  to  fee.    Fare- 

*  wel,  lovely  Jennyt  take  care  of  yqur- 

*  felf  J  remeoibcr  it  is  I  who  defire  it; 

*  our  feparation  will  be  but  (hort/ 
Saying  this,  he  made  a  low  bow,  and 

•retired. 

Saint  Fal  came  the  next  moment. 
«  Well,  charming    Jenny  I'    faid    he, 

*  you  havfihad  a  vilit  frqm  my  uncle; 
'  it   is  a  great  facriBce  he  makes  to 

*  you.'-?-M  am  overjoyed,'  anfwercd 
I;  f  but  cannot  you  inform  me  w1k> 

*  this  fsiend  is  that  he  will  fend,  and  I 

*  fhall  befo  glad  to  fee  ?' — *  It  is  a  my- 
«  ftery,'  replied  the  count ;  *  he  would 
<  not   let   me  into   the  fee  ret,  but  he 

*  loves  to furprizc every  body.'—*  Cer- 
«  tainly,'  fjid  I,  «  it  miitt  be  Saint  Ag- 

*  DCS  he  means.' — *  That  cannot  be,' 
replied  Saint  Fal,  *  for  fhe  is  gone  out 

*  of  tQwn ;   I  faw  both  h^r  and  her 


'  huAapd  (ioce  soy  pstnm :  thBjr  enM 
'  to  enquire  after  your  he^th  befoie 
«  they  fet  out.*—'  How  !*  cried  I,  *  ha^- 
'  flie  been  .fo  obliginf^  and  I  know  no- 
f  thii^g  of  it!*  My  aunt,  who  cuas 
in,  aflfured  me  the  lady  had  lent  coo* 
•ftaotly  every  day,  but  tliat  I  was  then 
fo  ill^^that  it  waa  improper  to  l^t  me 
know  ill;. 

Still  my  head  ran  on  this  fm&d  I 
was  promised,  but  could  not  imagiiie 
who  it  could  be.  Saint  Fal*s  taking 
his  leave,  and  his  generous  vefolutioBy 
as  he  faid,  to  make  love  give  place  tor 
fi  iendfhip,  was  very  moving,  and  b9* 
ni(hed  all  other  thoughts.  In  retiim>  for 
fo  noble  a  condu£l,  and  fuch  diiinbereft* 
ednefs,  I  promifed  that  my  ilydy  flumld 
be  to  deferve  it ;  in  which  I  have  been 
as  good  as  my  word. 

Dinner  was  but  juft  over,  when  I  vaii 
told  that  a  lady  enquired  whether  (he 
could  fee  me  without  giving  any  un* 
eafiinefs..  I  gueifed  it  was  the  perfon 
about  whom  i  had  been  fo  inquiikivc. 
My  anfwer  was,  that  I  longed  to  fee 
her.  Alas  *  nothing  was  ever  faid  with 
greater  truth.  It  was  Madame  DeG^—. 
J  ibre^med  for  ^oy,  and  opened  rpy  amis 
to  receive  her.  She  threw  hfir&H  upon 
me.  The  pleafwfe  of  feeing  each  other 
after  £0  long  an  abfence,  was  too  great 
not  to  bereave  us  both  of  fpeech  for 
fome  time.  At  laft  I  broke  fikfice^ 
crying  out,  <  Is  it  you.  Madam  f  Nay» 

*  then,  let  fortune  do  it's  worft,  if  J 
<  have  found  you  again.    In  ail  the  ft- 

*  vere  trials  I  have  undergone  4n^<I 

*  was  torn  from  you,  my  mind.bas  ever 
'  preferved  your.dear  idea.  The  pledge 

*  you  left  mp  of  ^our  friendfliip,  the 

*  dear  pi^ure,  which  I  have  kiflfed  a 

*  thoufand  times,  is  a  filent  witnefs.*— 

*  Poor  thing  !*  cried  Madame  De  G— , 
inteintpting  me,  •*  (he  is  ftill  the  fame  s 

*  her  gratitude  charms  me.'  Her  ex- 
preifions  on  the  occafion  ^ivere  vevy 
tender.' 

Two  hours  were  fpent  in  mutual  en- 
dearments. As  deiirous  as  I -was  of 
knowing  how  I  came  tq  be  beholden  to 
the  old  Marquis  for  her  company,  good 
breeding,  I  tlionght,  made  it  necenary 
to  enquire  firft  after  Monfieur  De  G*—. 
She  to|d  me  he  was  at  his  feat,  where  he 
.  impatiently  expeSed  the  pleafure  of  fee* 
ing  me.    *  How  !*  cried  I,  *  (hall  I  ever 

*  be  ib  happy  as  to  live  asain  with  my 

*  worthy  mamma!'— <  Yes,  my  dear 
^  child  !*  replied  Madame  De  G-rr-— » 

•  that 
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^liMti*  Ab  Motive  of  my  comii^;  bfare  t    «ft  of  thtm  than  vkat  tny  tcndemeTi 

<  b«ti  mm  aSraidi  AnM  not  enjoy  yoU    forhimiA^md. 

>  Madame  Be  O  ■  ,fiiidiiigmefk  td 
fo  abroad,  alked  if  I  waa  willing  to  go 
into  the  conatry  witli  her.  I  anfivtred 
by  embracing  her  ¥ery  affe6lionately. 
Something  dilated  to  me  the  joume;^ 
would  prove  fortntiate. 

The  day  before  we  ^ont,  I  deiired 
Madame  De  G-— *-  to  permit  me  to  do 
toy  dcTotions,  in  order  to  thank  G^ 
for  fparing  my  life.     ■  Your  pieif 9  (kn^ 

*  timcnts  I  cottiitiend,*  replied  (he, '  and 

*  am  defirona  of  ^ftaktng  in  your  de* 

*  Totiott  t^  accompanymg  you.    AM 

*  to  oiir  particular  merit,  vi4iefe  ^  du6 

*  compliaace  with    what  religion    re- 

*  quires  is    waariftg,    k  is  of  fmall 

*  weight.  The  ufe  of  the  fkcram^titft 
^  is  a  powerffil  prefervation  againft  uur 

*  own  weakneis,  and  the  dangers  which 

*  furrMind  us  on  all  fides.    Your  piety^ 

*  Jenny,'  continued  ihfc,  *  edifies  me,. 
«  Pcrfevere :  Heaven,  which  never  a- 
<  bandons  thofe  who  place  th^ir  conii* 

*  dence  in  it,  wi<l  bring  yon  to  yomr 

*  wiflted- for  port.* 
Wbo  would  have  imagilted  that  t 

day  I  had  fat  apart  for  To  holy  am  a^ftion, 
and  confecrated  to  a  facred  repoie,  ihould 
prove  a  day  of  trouble  und  vexation ! 
But  ftrch  it  was  j  and  had  it  not  been 
for  Madame  Dc  G— ,  whom  I  Was 
lb  happy  as  to  have  with  me^  I  nnift 
have  lodged  that  night  in  prifon.  This 
may  appear  ftrarige,  but  it  is  no  fie*- 
tion. 

1  was  reoelie6ling  in  medi ration  itftw 
communion,  when  I  fonnd  myfelf  pulled 
hy  the  fcati:  turning  my  head  ^out^ 
fometbing  furprized  at  the  liberty  which 
was  taken  with  me,  I  difco^ered,  to 
my  no  imall  terror,  the  man  with  the 
great  whilkcrs,  who  belonged  to  M. 
Des  Roches  j  he  who  infiftwl  on  being 
myhuibandf  andhad  given  me  fo  nracu 
trouble.  «  Yon  are  catehed  at  la^t,** 
cried  the  Swifs ;  « if  you  make  your 

*  cfcape  from  my  maimer,  you  will  be 

*  very  cunning :  he  ftiall  know  you  are 
^Tiere;    the  ferjeants  will   make   you 

*  walk.  Well,  well,  you  (hall  be  taught 

*  better  manners  for  the  future.' 
Let  any  one  imagine  my^  forprize,  ot 

'  rather  perplexity.  As  ilf  luck  would  have 
it,  I  had  no  one  near  me :  Madame  Dt 
G—  was  in  another  part  of  the  church, 
whl?rc  I  had  left  her  when  I  went  up  to 
the  nhw;  but  Iprefently  refolved  how 
to  beharve.  I  concluded,  that  I  Was  nbt 
Mm  in 


«  kng»  Yo»  Aem furpfized.  Onthc 
*'  coiitniy»  y«u  onght  to  be  plisaAd. 
^  Bnt  aic  st»  queftaowtt  I  have  promifed 
'  Actnfy,  mnA  nwA  not  bn  woric  than 

*  my  mrd.* 

So  many  pi^cavdons  taken  -to  keep 
me  finom  the  kxmwMge  of  what  cer* 
tainly  regatrded  me  vtry  ■  nearly,  gave 
ibmo^ne«itne&;  l  owned  as  much -to 
dv^dcar  irietid*  '  Talce  courage,*  re- 
fdsd  ^  ;  *  you  may  be  afibred  i  Ihould 

*  ntwer  hove  been  pitched  <npon  to  givf 

*  yon  any  vesatioo :  it  is  too  well  knon'n 

*  how  deau*   you  are  to  me.*-*-'  i^ut, 

*  Madam,*  faid  I,  *  jom  are  not  ap- 
-*  pliaad,  i  dare  (ay,  that  my  firefent 

*  condition  is  owing  to  what  i  hav&un«- 
'  dergone  ?*— *'  I  know  the  whole  alFair,* 
stantinned  the  good  lady  j  *  it  was  not 
^'  the  old  marquises  fault,  as  you  think, 

*  ikat'  you  were  not  married  to  him: 
'  your  apprelienlions  were  ttio  precipi- 

*  iaie(  the  evil  was  but  imaginary** 
'  Let  this  iuifice/  (aid  flie,  breaking 
the  tkmd  of  her  difooorfe;   <if  yon 

*  knt  mc,  do  not  oblige  me  to  lay  any 
'  mote.     Knowing  my  fiondnefs  for 

*  yoa,  I  am  diffident  io  .myielf,  and 

*  will  never.' pardon  yon,  if  you  give* 
'  me  any  caufe  to  repent  my  tendemefs.* 

I  was  convinced  1  was  not  to  erpeft 
a]ieclahrcifi*emeoti  notwithftanding  my 
eager  rurtofity,  I  delifted  from  impor- 
tuaing  her.  1  aikcd  a  thouland  pardons 
for  my  imprudence,  prom ifmg  (he  fiiould 
'  hcveao  realbn  to  Complain  of  me  a  le- 
coad  time.  She  took  me  in  her  arms, 
Aad  expfeifiKi  a  rejrret  for  being  upon 
theieierve,  declaring  an  entire  confi* 
denoe  in  me,  of  which  ihe  ihould  very 
fooR  give  con  vincing  proof.    . 

This  dear  firiend  neVer  kft  me  during 
my  recovery:  it  was  foon  compleated. 
As  I  beard  every  day  fromYoy  kwer 
<)onceniing  bis  affairs,  my  heart  enjoy- 
'^  a  perfeft  tranquillity,  and  niy  health 
"*»»  entirely  ettabhihed:  excepting  a 
Httie  Rdaefs,  it  was  fcarce  diiceraible 
t^^t  I  had  fo  lately  recovered  from  the 
^^^Upex.  I  promifed  aoyfeif  a  deli- 
cate pleal'are  in  furprizing  the  niat<|uis  ; 
^^i  from  my  letters  and  Saint  Fal's 
kforaiatioii,  had  concluded  thnt  1  was 
*tty  much  feamed.  We  may  takk  of 
tl^emind,  and  doubtlefs  it  haa  tt's.force, 
bot  a  little  beauty  io  of  great  fervice. 
Alas  I  Qjy  charms  were  only  coltiVated 
"*^TOy  loveT't  ^Takei  I  knew  -no  oihftr 
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in  danger  of  bdng  infulted  in  ib  holy  m 
place.  This  refle^on  cncounif^  me 
to  prtis  through  tht  crowd,  which  was 
very  great,  and  at  laft  I  reached  Mi^mc 
P^  G— .  *  What  is  themauer  ?*  faid 
ihe,  looking  at  mc.  *  You  are  much 
'  altered  s  are  youiU?*  I  told  her  what 
had  happened,  and  (hewed  her  the  valet 
with  the  whiOcera^  who  had  followed 
me,  and  was  Handing  at  m]r  elbow. 
She  prefently  took  the  hint,  for  I  had 
before  acquainted  her  wkh  my  adven* 
venture.  She  only  imiled,  inftead  of 
comforting  me.  *  Be  eafy,"  faid  flie, 
f  there  i&  not  the  leail  ftiadow  of  com* 
'  mon  fenfe  in  the  affair ;  and  if  your 

*  pretended  huiband  dare  to  give  you  an  y 

*  farther  trouble,  as- blind  as  hie  is,  he 

<  iliall  be  made  to  iee  his  folly." 
When  fervice  was  done,   Madame 

JDe  G  ■  '■  rofe  up,  and  bid  me  follow 
her.  Faffing  along,  I  &w  a  great  buftle 
in  the  bottom  of  the  church :  the  people 
whifpered  one  another,  and  it  was  evi- 
dent foroething  had  happened.  Madame 
Pe  G'  ■  ordered  one  of  our  atten> 
dants  to  enquire  what  was  the.  octaiion 
of  the  difturbance  i  he  prefently  return- 
ed, laying  there  were  ferjeants  at  the 
door  waiting  to  take  fomcbody  into  cuf* 
tody.-  *  This  is  defigned,'  laid  J  to 
my  worthy  friend, '  agatnft  me.'—-*  Do 

<  not  be  afraid,"  anfweied  Ihe  \  *  am  not 
'  I  with  you  V  I  took  heart  again,  and 
leached  the  door  i  but  bow  was  I  fur- 

1>rized  to  find  there  the  blind  man,  the 
ittle  boy,  and  a  gentleman  holding  a 
L  by  the  hand,  and  dilputing  with 


my  pretended  huiband  < 

<  It  is  verv  furpiizing,-  faid  the  gen- 
tleman, *  that  notwiUiftanding  your 
'  misfortune  of  being  blind,  and  this 

*  gentlewoman^s  aflevcrations,  (mean- 
ing her  he  1^  by  the  hand)  *  that  you 
'  mould'perfiit  in  denying  her  to  be  your 
'  wife,  becaufe  your  Ton,  wlw   never 

*  faw  her,  tells  you  it  is  not  her."  The 
.man  with  the  whiikers,  who  ftuck  clofe 
to  me»  bearing  this,  put  in  his  woiti, 
ikying,  aloud,  *  My  mafter  is  in  the 

*  right,  that  is  not  bis  wife;  this  ia 
/  ike,"  pointing  to  me.  Tiiis  drew  the 
eyes  of  the  aiTemblv  upon  me.  Madame 
X>e  G'  I  ■  feeing  the  confufion  I  was  in, 
bid  the  fervants  clear  the  way,  and  or- 
dered the  coach  to  pull  up.  The.ftranj|ner 
tnade  a  fign  that  ihe  w^s  the  right  wife, 
and  told  the  crowd  the  affair  was  aa  Ihe 
i'aidy  and  that  it  was  a  folly  to  quetlioo 
hm    The  blind  man»  at  ebitinate  as  a 


nnde,  iniiied  he  was  ri|^  and  wm  for 
having  b«th  the  women  taken  into  cuf- 
tody,  faying  he  had  obtained  a  warrant 
for  that  purpofe,  and  would  have  it 
ferved.  This  notable  decifion  made 
every  one  laugk;  but  tlie  peribn  who 
was  entrufted  with  the  execution  gavt 
him  to  underftand  diat  he  nntt  chuie^ 
and  that  very  juiUy,  for  he  had  nomind 
to  bring  himii^f  into  tronblc  for  him* 
We  heard  no  more  than  this  t  we  got 
into  the  coach.  Madame  Be  G--  '  *a 
equipage  made  fuch  a  ^ure,  andap* 
^ared  to  belonff  to  a  perfbn  qf  fe  great 
quality,  that  though  tha  officer  bawled 
out  to  have  us  ttoppedy  nobody  waa  bold 
enough  to  execute  his  orders. 

Madame  De  G-— -«,  who  was  highly 
diverted  with  my  fears,  and  thought  dm 
adventure  very  extraordinary^  ordered  a 
fervant  to  ftay  and  Set  the  event.  He 
infcHmed  us,  that  the  man  with  the 
whiikers  had  followed  us  by  his  raafter^ 
orders,  ftill  poiitive  that  I  was  his  wife) 
but  that  upon  the  marquises  footmefi 
giving  him  chafe,  he  was  fo  terrified, 
that  he  took  to  his  beds  without  ktoking 
•behind  him  i  that  as  to  my  pretended 
huiband,  he  was  at  laft  brought  to  lea- 
fun,  his  wife  having  fpoke  to  him  in 
private,  and  eiven  him  iuch  convincing 
proofs,  that  he  owned  to  his  friend  be 
had  been  miftakcn:  that  the  rcrjeanta 
were  difcharged  as  uiielefs,  his  wife 
having  declared,  that  fo  far  from  avoid* 
ing  her  huiband,  ihe  had  fearched  every 
where  for  him,  when  ihe  heard  he  w^aa 
not  dead,  as  had  been  reported.  All 
which  was  the  more  eafily  credited,  as 
ibe  hid  lived  with  a  relation  of  her  huC- 
band's,  who  came,  having  been  ienC 
for  exprefsly,  and  confirmed  wliat  the 
other  had  faid;  the  blind  man  knew 
her  by  her  voice,  and  thus  ended  the 
affair. 

Tlie  next  day  we  fet  out.  Madanoe 
De  G— >*-,  as  foon  as  we  were  out  of 
town,  faid  the  tedioufnefs  of  the  jour* 
ney  muil  be  alleviated  bv  foraething 
that  was  amufmg.  *  Hitherto,*  faid 
ihe,  *  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of 
<  telling  you  abuiklance  of  things,  and 
^  acquamting  you  with  what  I  have 
«  gone  through  fince  I  faw  yoit.    It  n 

*  highly  r^onable,  my  dear  child»  as 

*  fuch  I  have  always  coikfidercd  you,* 
continued  this  worthy  lady,  embracing 
ree^  *  k  ie  highly  i-eafonabie  I  Ihould 

'  *  make  a  return  for  your  confidence  ia 

*  mtg  by  givineyott  nunotf  You  kaotr 

^  •  M.  De 
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**  J  would  fooD  cure  him  of  hit  paffiod 

**  for  hit  tfifflrers,  And  make  him  roord 
**  in  love  with  me  thtn  evtr.'' — ««That 
**  would  be  extremely  difficulf,*  rej>1ie<I 

*  I,  «<  for  two  reafons :  the  moft  im- 
•*  portant  of  them  is,  I  htve  no  longer 
'*  that  youth  on  my  iide  which  en- 
"  chapts— — *•  "  A«  if  yoti  were  not 
•'  ftill  as  handfome  as  an  anecl,"  re- 
«  plied  Chriftina  rerr  complaifantty. 
*•  The  other  reafon  is,"  continued  I, 

*  without  taking  any  notice  of  this  piece 
«  of  flattery,  <•  Monfieur  De  G— - 
**  loves  women,  and  ever  will :  con/e- 
**  quently,  though  I  ihould  extinguiih 
**  his  prdent  flame,  he  would  foon  fall 
'*  back,  and  all  mv  endeavours  would 
•*  only  ferve  to  bring  on  new  trouble^ 
*•  and  eftrange  him  from  me  perhaps 
**  for  ever,  particularly  flioald  he  dif- 
"  cover  mv  praftices."— *•  i  allow  thii 
**  laft  obiervatton  to  be  juft,"  irplied 

*  Chriftina,  after  a  fliort  paufc  j  *'  I 
**  would  never  advife  a  woman  to  ap* 
"  pear  to  lay  any  reflraint  upon  her 
«*  hulband  j  it  is  often  an  cxcufe  for 
**  his  extravagancies,  and  never  fails  of 
**  rendering  the  wife  infupportable: 
**  nay.*  the  oblHcles  laid  in  his  way 
**  frequently  give  a  fliarper  edge  to  his 
*•  appetites,  and  heighten  the  enjoy- 
"  ment.  This  is  my  notion,  and  I  be- 
•«  lieve  well  grounded." 

*  I   knew  Chriflina  had  been   well 
<  educated,  and  did  not  want  for  wit; 

*  but  I  fliouldneverhave  imagined  flie   ' 

*  was  miftrefs  of  fo  much  good  fenfe. 
'  I  agreed  with  her  in  the  prmciple*  flic 

*  laid  down,   as   I  aflured   her,   and 

*  which  T  had  ever  religioufly  obfervcd. 
«<  So  miith  the  worfe,  Madara,'*  rcpli- 

*  ed  Chriftina  ;  ««  on  fome  occaftons  we 
«*  ought  to  ftrike  out  from  the  common 
««  rules  !  the  great  art  is  to  time  it 
"  right.  I 

"  Give  me  leave,  before  I  mention 
"  the  proper  methods,  as  I  think,  for 
••  rcftoring  you  tranquillity,  to  nmufe 
**  you  with  an  adventuie  I  had  (everat 
*•  years  fmce  with  your  hufl)and  M^ 
**  De  G  ,  which  has  fome  copnec* 
«•  tion  with  what  I  have  had  the  ho- 
*•  nour  to  fay  to  you,  and  which  I  ne- 
««  ver  yet  related  to  you.  It  was  always 
•*  m^r  opinion  that  we  ought  to  be 
"  fatisfied  with  dptng  our  duty,  with- 
**  out  arrogating  the  praifiss  of  others 
««  on  that  account .  For,  to  what  pur-» 
«*  pofe  would  it  have  been  at  that  time 
««  to  acquaint  you  with  it,  unleft  it  were 
Mma  **U 


*  M*  De  Q  ■     ,  and  his  tade  for  wo- 

*  men  j  yon  will  eaftly  guefs  I  am  go- 

*  mf^lo  entertain  you  with  his  gallan- 

*  tries «  I   have  fufcred  from  them  of 

*  various  kinds.  I  bore  it  all  patiently 
'  for  a  Ibng  while,  hecaafe  his  beha* 

*  vioiw  was  ever  refprcVful  to  me  5  but 

*  perceiving  his  condoA  changed  all  on 

*  a  fudden,  and  that  £  was  in  danger  of 

*  loling  him  entirely,  I  refolved  to  dive 

*  to  the  bottom  of  the  affair,  and  em- 

*  ploy  all  means  poflible  to  break  off 
<  an  engagement,  which  feemed  to  be 

*  attended  with  wocfecoBfe<|uences  than 

*  any  of  the  reft. 
*  This  was  noeafytaflc.    Monfieur 

c  De  G     ■  ■ ,  as  you  mult  have  obferv- 

*  ed  when  with  me,  makes  a  my^ery 

*  of  every  thing,  and  carries  an  ap- 
«  pcarance  which  ^deceives,  and  fcreens 

*  mm  from  cenfoie.     I  was  much  per- 

*  plesed  how  to  n€t»    That  he  was  def- 

*  peratelj  in  love,  even  fo  as  to  negleA 
'  his  private  aHfoirs,  a  thing  not  ufual 

*  w«th  him,  and  fcarce  ever  at  home, 

*  was  evident ;  but  how  to  difcover  this 
4  Jb]tB.  of  his  paflton  wasthedtfficul- 

*  ty.     To  endeavour  to  gain  overthofe 

*  of  bis  fervants  who  were  in  the  fecret 
«  was  ioft  labour  1  as  they  were  more 
f  in  his  intereft  than  mine,  my  enqui- 

<  ries,  of  which  he  was  do)ibtIefs  in- 

<  fonned,  ferved  only  to  augirient  his 

*  piecautions,  and  encreafe  his  coldnefs 
■  to  me-  This  threw  me  into  great 
«  trouble,  nor  could  |  difcem  any  way 

*  of  extricating  myfelf. 
'  One  day,  when  I  wasmoi-emelan- 

f  choly  than  ufual,  my  hiiiband  havins 
«  for  the  firft  time  been  verv  rough  with 
t  me,  ChrilHaa,  that  trufly  fervant  you 

*  remeda^er  at  my  bou(e,  found  me  in 

<  this  comlition^  and  prefled  me  fo  very 
«  eameftly  to  know  t^ic  occafion,  that, 
'  prevailed  on  by  the  grief  (he  fliewrtd, 
I  I   <lJ|covtred  the  whole  aflair  to  her. 

*  £he  told  me  I  was  too  good-natured, 
«  ami  that  instead  of  cryiftg  at  that  rate, 

*  which  miglit  prejudice  my  health,  I 

*  ought  rather  to  thiok  of  putting  an 

*  end  to  his  irivgularities  and  my  own 

*  vexation.  "  What  would  you  have 
**  me  do  ?*'  replied  I.  "  Is  it  poCtble 
**  for  me  to  hinder  his  liking  another 
««  and  flighting' roe?'*— V  Yes,  cenain- 
«  ly,'*  anfwered  Chriftina;  "Men, 
**  Madam,  are '  juft  what  we  pleafe  to 
**  make  them.  I  would  lay  all  I  am 
**  wtHth  in  the  vrorld,  if  it  were  poflfi- 
^  bkiorme  t9be  in  yonr  place,  tl>at 


a7#      Tm   FOItT<JHA,TE   COUNTlty    WAIP. 


to  ffiv&you  an  unprofitable  yeauttDTii 
and  reader  layfelt  fufpe^ed  >. 
<'  I  WS8  about  eighteen,  when  M. 
J^e  G_  ,  whofe  heait  perhaps  was 
not  then  otherwife  engaged,  began 
to  fancy  me.  I  had  not  the  honour 
at  that  time,  as  you  may  remember. 
Madam »  to  be  To  near  your  person 
as  at  prefent ;  taken  up  with  waiting 
on  your  daughter,  I  thought  of  no- 
thing but  how  to  pleale  and  ferve  her. 
My  ambition  went  no  farther)  every 
thii^  elfe  Tefemed  of  no  con&quencc 
to  m^. 

<*  One  day,,  when  my  young  lady 
was  gone  with  you  to  the  opera,  M. 
X)e  G-  ■  ■  came  into  my  room, 
where  I  was  ordering  fome  little 
things  of  my  6wn  in  MademoifeUe*s 
atfencc,  **  What^"  cried  he,  "  ans 
you  all  abne,  Chriftina  i  I  thought 
you  had  been  with  my  daughter  at 
the  opera.  It  it  that  you  are  not 
fond  of  fqch  things,  or  is  mv  wife 
fo  barbarous  as  to  refufe  you  uich  an 
amufement  ?  * '  My  anfwer  was  pniy  a 
yes,  or  a  no )  I  do  not  recolle^V  which  t 
but  his  coming  into  my  chamber 
made  me  colovr  very  much.  He  had 
never  fpoke  to  me  before,  fo  that  it 
was  an  honour  quite  new  to  me; 
befides,  I  had  heard  of  his  tafie  for 
young  women;  your  ladyftiip's  cham- 
berfnaids  frequently  talked  of  it,  and 
I  always  took  care  to  over- hear 
them. 

"  It  was  this  which  occafioned  the 
confufionl  was  in.  I  trepnbicd, 
not  knowing  which  way  to  turn  my-^ 
felf.  He  eyed  me  from  head  to  foot, 
and  the  gieater  eagernefs  he expre^Ted 
in  viewing  me,  the  more  my  con- 
ftemation  increafed.  "  You  arc  very 
charming,  Chriftina,**  continued  he, 
prefenting  his  hand.  *'  Do  you 
know  I  am  determined  to  n»ake  your 
fortune,  and  that  from  the  time  you 
came  hither  I  have  been  contriving 
it  ?**— «  You  are  too  generous,  Sir,^* 
replied  I,  ftill  bluihing^  **  to  -con« 
cem  yoiirfelf  about  fo .  indgnificant 
a  perfon.  I  am  not  fo  partial  as  to 
think  royfelf  worthy  your  attenti<Ma.^' 
*»-'*  What  do  you  call  worthy  ?'*  faid 
he,  interrupting  me.  **  1  vow,  I  fee 
nothing  in  all  Parit  (o  amiable. 
Why,  your  complexion  is  charming, 
your  eyes,  ravifli  one;  let  me  have  the 
pleafure  of  gazing  on  tfaem*"  Say- 
ing thiS|  ,he  drew  nearer  by  degrees. 
Heaven,  Siri^Ucr^dlj  <<  leave  mej 


I  )>egS  if  my  yeung4a4;>  P^^'^ 
nefs  (hauld  happm  tcr  come,  Ms<^ 
ihould  find  I  have  the  hooour  of 
your  conirerfation,  flie  will  eeitaifil^f 
.inform  your  lady  j  I  ih^U  be.revere- 
ly  chid,  and  not  without  reafon.  I; 
am  not  one  of  tbofe  <<  po  not 

beafiaid,''  replied  he,  <'  I  am  upon 
the  watch  ;  and  as  for  the  mean  o^* 
nion  you  have  of  yourfelf,  it  is  en- 
tii-ely  groundlefs  :  tor  know,  Chrif* 
tina,  that  any  man,  even  of  th« 
greateft  quality,  would  think  hini* 
felf  (ompleeoly  happy  to  becooit  an 
equal,  and  enjoy  the  company  of  G^ 
charmi^ig  a  creature.^' 
**  Saying  thia,  to  which  Lanfweied 
as  before,  he  (lame  up  t»  qi^,  and 
took  the  liberty  of  removing  m^ 
neck  handkerchief.  1  thought  tt  was 
tjme  to  be  very  loud,  imagining  th« 
fear  of  being  furprizod  with  mo 
would  make  him  retiic  $  but  I  was 
miftaken.  '  He  had  ^e  precaution  to 
fedd  ali.the-'icrv^ntsout  of  the  way 
under  difRrent  pretences,  and  I  found 
myfelf  to  be  entirely  in  his  poi^r* 
This  was  evident  $  lor,  though  I  had 
cried  out  twice^  he  was.  pfoctjeding 
to  extremities.  I  was  terriiied,  but 
did  not  lofe  my  prefenoe  of.mind« 
Well,  Sir,^*  laid  I,  looking  entneftiy 
at  him/^<  make  my  fortune,  and  f 
am  yours."— .<*  With  allmy  h«an,'» 
replied  he  very  joyfully:  **>nipk« 
your  own  terms,  which  I  will  accept 
of,  on  condition  you  return  my  lovo.*^ 

— *'  Agreed,*^  aofwered  I  uery  co«- 
rageoudy.  <*  Giv«  liie  in  hand  a 
hundred  louis-d'ers  to  obtain  my  fa^ 
ther's  Kberty,  being  confined  on  ac* 
count  of  that  curfed  tax  which  ruina 
fo  many  colleflors  and  other  bravo 
fellows.  After  this  you  muft  buy 
me  a  hou(e,  and  pi'ovidefor  me,  tKac 
I  need  not  go  to  iervice,  and  then  I 
will  love  you  as  much  as  you  can  do* 
fire.'' — "  Done,'*cried  M.  DcG— — . 
quite  tranfported}  <<  fliake  hands^ 
and  take  this  kifs  as  earnefti  ■  ^> 
No,  Sir,'*  replied  I,  blufiiuig  nK»re 
than  ever,  <<  70U  muft  begin  with 
furer  tokens  of  your  being  fmttro 
than  the  kifs  you  offer :  Che  money. 
Sir.''—"  That  is  but  reafontbk,^*- 
anfwered  M.  De  d  ' »  foprized  no 
doubt  to  find  me  fo  coming  axid  vaon 
alert  than  lieexpe6(ed;  ^  I  wzll  run 
to  my  clofet  and  fetch  the  moiiey* 

**  Stay  here^  I  will  cecnra  in  a  no« 

•*  meat/' 

<«  He 


«<  Hf  WSI9IIO  («o«Mr  QMt  of  the  room» 
«  ^ut  I  oMide  my  efcajw.  t  i)ew  up 
**  ftairt  to  Qne  of  your  woov n  wlu>  Uy 
«  ill,  a&d  omie^vftntly  I  was  furc  to 
'*  fiad.  <'  He  will  not  come  alUr 
"  me,"  (Bid  I  lomyfdf,  "  and  for  the 
*<  future  I  wiU  take  care  never  to  .be 
**  alooc,  and  Co  Dref^eot  hit  having  an 
*(  opportunity  ot  plaguing  me/* 

*«  I  was  as  geod  at  my  word.  Twp 
*'  years  paffeti  without  his  being  abie 
**  to  fpeak.  to  me :  he  loll  his  labour  ifi 
**  watching  for  ap  opporlUBity.  I  was 
<*  DQ  my  guar^ly  and  baffled  all  his  at- 
"  ten)pt». 

**  I  was  now  perfuaded  tha(  M«  de 
M  G— *-  had  entirely  foi got  me,  when 
**  riiing  one  morning  I  beard  him  in 
"  bis  daughter's  room.  As  my  bed 
<<  ftood  in  ope  of  the  clofe^St  I  could 
^«  eafily  hear  what  paded^  I  wss  not 
^'  Airpriaed  at  his  early  riling,  which 
"  was  cuiiomary,  but  at  )^\s  coming 
<*  iiito  my  lady>  apartment,  a»d  that 
^<  her  cbainber^P^id  had  opened  the 
***  door  without  calling  me.  I  gixw 
'**•  vmaafyi  vy  dodr  was  not  fattened, 
*<  but  I  immediately  bolted  it  ytkj 
^  Aiftly.  Being  fecured  from  j>ny  vi- 
<<  dtj  if  heihould  have  ta)u9A  it  into 
^  b^  hcBdt  I'  lilicrMd  to  the  converfa- 
**  tioa  with  ail  the  curiofity  of  a  girl 
*'  of  my  age. 

'*  **  Wh9t{  would  you  b^ve  me.  Sir, 
<*  toosplaiii  to  my  mother  tif  Chrilii* 
««  Bar'  faid  my  <kar  miftreft.  *<  por 
'<  what  reaibn  ?  The  poor  girl  never 
«<  dciervcd  fuch  u£>ge  from  me/'*- 
«  Tbac  is, nothing,'*  replied  M.  De 
«  0  "■  ■  {*'  do  as  I  bid  you*  it  h 
**  for  her  good  that  I  put  you  upon  it. 
"  While  Ihe  ftays  here,  Om  will  not 
**  hear  pf  bein^  iettled.  I  know  a 
**  proper  party  for  her,  andjwhen  you 
**  am  acquainted  with  the  affair  y(«i 
*'  will  approve  of  the  propofal.  Is  it 
"  p^ifib^  you  ihould  have  fo  little  re- 
**  gard  for  wliat  I  fay^  as  to  helitate  a 
".  moment  ?''    -  • 

'  '«  Madtmoiielle  De  G-^— ,  unable 
**  to  prevail  with  herfelf  to  fay  ^ny 
**  thing  againft  me,  kaowing  the  ten- 
' ««  dcr  relp«a  I  ba4  f or  her,  (till  en- 
*<  deavouring  to  evade  doing  it,  her 
«<  fsHLber  flew  into  a  paftop.  «  Well/* 
"  cried  he  riiUig  up,  <<  I  have  done^ 
M  but  take  »odce»  i  will  never  forget 
««  your  refufing  me.*' 

**  This  was  more  than  enough  to 
**  iaflocAceyourdsMitgliter^  yth^tSmy^ 
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■*  CommoAirefpedt  for  her  parents.  Sh* 

<«  called  back  M.  De  G r«    «te 

'^  had  Dfetended  to  gp  awayf  luii  pro- 
«<  mifeo  to  be  diitOad  by  htm. 

«*  Since  you  know  how  lo  heluve»**' 
'*  ceplicd  he»  <<  I  am  willing  to  fiotgrt 
**  wMt  is  palled }  but  it  is  upon  am- 
•<  difippyoupuaAuaUyper^oriQwkptl 
"  require  of  you.  Tell  your  mother 
<<  that  you  h4«e  perceived  of  late  that 
'<  Chriliinaieinlovei  thatAfisfisia- 
<«  fatpaiod  as  to  re4ieive  her  gtilint  ui 
<'  yourapertmentwhepyQuaraabrcMidf 
«  that  Qoming  home  unesppAedlyt 
«  you  iaw«-^'*  I  was  (a  tenfifi^  at 
<<  whati  heardf  that  I  bawled  out  i% 
<<  was  falfe,  and  that  IW  pJ*«fily  mjT 
<'  ruin  wu  defigned  i  but  that  1  wou4<l 
"  ^bliOi  M.  De  G-f— ^*s  motivet  &r 
<*  having  recourfe  to  fueb  tpfaaMaa 
**  proceedi^^l  that  I  wqi44  go  in-* 
*'  modiately  to  acquaint  his  lady  of  thr 
**  whob;  aifair,  and  cpmpiaia  of  a* 
«  iifljon  a«  fidfe  aa  it  wa«  crud  and 
«<  unjuft. 

<*  The  M»ne  ia  which  this  was  utter« 
«  ed  had  a  fur|tfizing  eSkSs,    M.  De 
«  Q—p-w  appivhending  I  (hould  be  ai 
«  gopd  aa  my  word,   and  i«eiag  cne 
<*  ru(h  ^t  of  the  ck>f^  all  ia  team  t» 
'f  go  aad  inform  you,    Madam,  of' 
*<  what  was  carrying  on,  he  fiopped 
<<  me,  iaying,  I  was  a  fool  not  to  6ec 
**  it  was  not  all  an  ;»rti4ce  to  oUige  me 
**  to  come  out  of  the  clo^  aad  make 
*<  hia  daughter  laugh«     I  did  not  po(h 
'*  the  afair  any  farther  i  i£  was  evident 
*'  he  gave  this  turn  to  it  only  Co  ftifle' 
**  the  matter..    Perfuaded  as  I  was  of 
<(  tlu.s  and  that  he  really  intended  to* 
**  make  you  twn  me  away,  that  be 
''  might  have  aa  opportunity  of  pre- 
**  vailing  on  me  witltout  diturbanct 
*<  from  you>  or  alarming  the  famtly--- 
«  (f  was  not  miftaken,  fbri  chanced 
((  ibme  years  afterwards  to  Itarn  the  * 
*<  whole  deiigns  he  had  gaiocd  over 
**  NXademoiifile's  chambermatd,  who 
*'  was  fince  turned  away,  aadJiaduQ-* 
"  deiDak^n  to  bring  mo  to  accept  of 
^  his  ottm)— I  vowed   to   hL    Db 
««  G-*^— ^,  tk^t  a  ever  he  <adeavmNPad 
<<  to  furpriae  ipe  again,  I  wpuld  that- 
<<  i«#aut  ka«e  the  h^ufe,  and  prociaiai- 
**  my  reaioBs  to  tha  whole  world.* 
«  ^rom  that  mocneat,  Madam,^  he  W 
'<  taken  po  notiqe  of  me,  ngrgWen  me 
**  the  letft  diftufbopAit  £»  true  it  ie»- 
^*  ihai  vim  •  yiwng  womaa  happena 

«  to 
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**  to  te  roined,  it  it  for  want  of  know- 
^  iBg  bow  to  defend  herfelf  at  fiie 
••  ought/' 

*  .*  Chriftina,  after  ftnifliing  thit  ad- 
'  venturey  addcd^  that  (he  only  related 
*'  it  to  convince  me,  that  my  hulband 

*  ioed  in  greater  dread  of  me  than  I 
'  imagined  j  and  that  if  I  had  ftiewn 

*  a  iittle  more  refolutibn,  I  fliould  not 
f  have  had  Aich  juft  realbn  of  complaint. 

<  I  aiked  Chriftina,  when  ihe  h«d 

*  done,^  what  conclufion  (he  ditw  from 
f  her  ftory,  and  the  refle£^ion  upon  it.* 
--«*  That  M.  De  G— —  is  not  fo  ob- 
'<  ftinate  at  you  think/' faid(he|  <<and 
'<  if  you  take  proper  methodt^  a  ftbp 
.**  might  be  put  to  the  yexationt  wh»ch 
**  orerwhelra  you. 

'  •«.  The  firft  ftep  I  would  advife,*^ 

*  continued  the  good  eir),  "  it  to  find 
**  out  ycrur  rival  and  her  -habitation ; 
'^  then  tp  hav?  her  infoimed  very  pe- 

'  remptoriiy»  that  at  yet  you  are  ig- 
norant ot  the  affair;  but  that  if 
once  it  comet  to  your  knowled^^ 
you  have  Co  much  power,  that  ine 
will  be  infallibly  cru(hed,  or  con- 
fined for  life.  T^it  done,  which 
cannot  but  {nroduce  a  good  cfiTe^l, 
fome  friend  of  M.  De  G— •«-  muil 
be  applied  to,  and  {prevailed  upon, 
after  laying  open  your  griefs,  to 
talk  refolutely  with  your  huiband 
on  the  (ubjefl.  He  rouft  be  defired ' 
to  acquaint  M.  De  G  that  you 
will  be  impofediipon  no  longer,  but 
will  come  to  an  open  rupture,  which 
fooner  or  later  muft  ruin  hit  repu- 
tation." 

*  Air  Chr»ftina't  reafont  could  not 
prevail  upon  me  to  follow  her  advice ; 
but  occaubned  a  whimficai  tciphition', 
which  Teemed  to  promife  equal  fuc- 
cefs.  I  am  apt  to  think  no  wife  be- 
fore me  ever  thought  of  fuch  ii  ftrk* 
ta^m.  You  (hall  be  judge,  my  dear 
child,*  continued  Madame  De  G  ; 
I  never  reAtSt  on  it  without  laughing, 
and.  (  will  lay  a  wager  you  will  do 
fo  too  when  you  know  it. 
-*  Chriftina  was  no  (boner  apprifed 
of  my  plot,  but  (he  clapped  her 
handt  by  way  of  applauie,  and  an- 
fwered  for  the  fuccelt.  In  order  to 
fet  it  on  foot,  I  went  into  my  huf- 
bandU  clofet  the  next  morning.  Af- 
ter enquiring  how  he  did,  thtf  Car- 
nival,* faid  I,  <  it  at  hand ;  I  have 
a  fancy  to  paft  it»  at  well  at  the  Lent, 
Ml  the  country,  and  mot  return  x» 


Parte  till  irfter  Eafter.  I  amc<mir 
to  know,  Sir,  if  you  approve  of  it. 
The  idea  ol'  my  ahfence  wat  too  ac- 
ceptable not  to  meet  with  approba« 
tion.  He  not  only  replied,  I  was 
my  own  miftrefs,  and  (hould  be  evtr 
lOf  but  even  accompanied  hit  gen*  ' 
teel  exprefliont,  which  were  now  a 
novelty  to  me,  with  a  purfe  of  gold, ' 
to  make  the  Carnival  the  more  agree- 
able, at  he  vras  pleafed  to  exprefs  ' 
himfelf. 

*  That  very  day  Chriftina  and  I  * 
began  our  journey;   but  infkad  of 
taking  the  road  which  leadt  to  my ' 
eihite,  I  went  to  the  houle  where  htr 
mother  lived,  whom  I  had  fent  for 
the  night  before,  and  acquainted  witb 
my  defign.    They  got  me  a  taylor  j 
I  put  on  a  night-gown  and  a  man*n 
night -cap,  to  prevent  his  having  any 
fuipicion.      I'  made   him   take    my' 
meafure,  and  befpoke  two  fuitt,  one 
very  rich,  the  other  a  little  plainer, 
but  begged  he  would  make  them  witb 

^allfpcfed. 

*  In  left  than  four  days  I  wat  meta- 
morpholed  into  a  genteel  young  feU 
low,  and  the  di(rvnk  became  me  ex* 
ceedinely. 

f  I  m&td  Chriftina  and  her  mother' 
how  they  liked  mc.  They  proteK^ 
I  looked  charmingly,  and  p^fonated ' 
a  man  fo  n^turalW,  that  no  creature 
would  ever  fufpeft  I  wat  any  thing 
elfe.  Thit  delighted' ine;  and  I  never 
doubted  but  my  proje^  woi}]^  (j^cceed 
according  to  iriy  wifhet. 

*  I  have  a  val^  de  chambre,  wfap  was 
always  in  my  intereft,  and  one  you 
have  feen  a^  my  houle.  |  had  given 
him  orders  ltd  have  Monfi'eur  De  G— 
watched,  and  learn,  co(t  what  ityvould , 
where  his  kniftrefs  lived.  He  obeyed 
me,  juft  as  I  coulU  wi^i*  In  three 
days  time,  he  informed  me  (he  lived 
in  a  littld  bye  Ureet,  turning  ont  of 
Fauxb6urg  6aint  Hon^,  ^t  a  new- 
built  houfe,  and  that  my  huiband  fup- 
pcd  (here  ejrery  night.  I  was  over- 
joyed at  this  difcovery,  and  ordered 
every  thing  accordingly*. 

^  I  was  nocYatisfied  with  knowingr 
where  this  girl  lived}  itbehc^ed  roe 
to  know'wh^  (he  went  out,  ahd  where 
one  might  fee  her.  *  I  was  'appri(eda 
two  days  after,  that  (he  often  went  to 
playt,  of  which  (he  wat  paifionatdy 
fond.  My  valet  de  chambre,  who 
ftrvcd  me  u  foo^mani  h^d  got  ac- 
•  quainter) 
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«  <|uaiat0d  with  her's.  They  had  drank 

*  together  %  and  ray  man,  who  was  fly» 
'  gavemcTufficicnt  intelligence^  to  flat- 
'  ter '  myiclf  that  it  would  not  be  (b 

*  difilcuk  a  matter  as  I  imagined  to 

*  m;ike  an  acquaintance  with  her. 

*  Tiicy  were  upon  the  watch,  to  give 

<  me  notice  the  very  moment  flie  went 

*  abroad.     I   had  hired  a  waiting  job 

<  by  the  month.    At  the  corner  of  the 

*  ftrect  I  waited  for  Mii's.     She  wa*  not 

*  long  befoi^  (he  came  out.  My  coach- 

*  man  had  orders  to  follow  her,  and  to 
^  Aop  at  every  place  where  (he  diti.  She 

<  entered  Pans  by  Saint  Honore  Street^ 
.*  went  and  bought  fomcthing  at  a  mil- 
'  liner*a  flionj  turned  down  Larberfel 

*  Street,  and   then  to  the  play-houfe. 

*  There  I  thought  I  was  lute  of  her, 

<  and  was  not  miftaken.     She  was  ac- 

*  comjmnicd  by  a  ibrrant,   elder  than 

*  her^«  but  very  well  dreiTed.  I  could 

*  not  gucfs  whether  ihe  was  a  ixlation 
■*  or  her  waiting- woman.    There  is  no 

*  diftinftion  now  a  days  in  drefs  }  and 

<  it  is  difficult  to  diteern  thereby  the 

*  dife-ent  conditions  of  mankind.    J 

*  could  not  get  a  full  view  oi  her,  for 

*  vrant  of  a  favourable  opportunity )  I 

*  had  only  a  glimpfe  :  ilie  appeared  to 

*  be  tali  and  well-fliapcdj  that's  all  J 

*  could  diitinguiOi. 

*  I  was  not  much  l>etter  ofT  when  I 

*  came  into  the  playhoufe,  although  I 

*  had  placed  myfclf  in  one  of  the  boxes 
■  joining  to  her*s.      It  was  fo  early, 

*  that  ll^re  were  but  Tome  circular  I  ights 

*  in  the  boxes;  neveithelei's,  the  houfe 
'  was  full.  It  was  the  iiiit  reprefen- 
f  tation  of  one   of  M.  Voltaire's  tr»- 

*  gedics.     You  have  often  heard  me 

*  talk,  my  cicar,   of  that    illuftrious 

*  author,  and  you  may  rememb.er  that 

*  I  extolled  him  to  tlie  heavens  as  well 

*  as  the  publick^   This  may  mkke  you 

*  comprehend  the  magnificence  of  the 

*  cnt^tainmeuc,  and  that  all  the  people 

*  of  faihion  and  fenfe  at  Paris  were 

<  preient. 

*  Waiting  till  they  lighted  the  can- 
.  *  dies,  and  I  could  more  cafily  examine 

*  Mademoifelle  Julia,    (that  was   her 
name,  as  my  vaiet  de  chambre  h^ 

^  informed  me)  I  hearkened  attentively 

*  to  bcr  difcourfe.  Notwithilanding  Aie 
. '  fpoke  in  a  low  voice,  I  heard  her  (ay 

'  to  the  peribn  who  came  with  her,  that 

*  Ihe  trembled  left  Monfieur  PeG*  > 
'  Ihottld  know  (he  was  at  the  pJay.    I 

I  out,  from  what  they  faid,  thai 


<  they  had  made  my  hit4»tmi  bdievo 
'  they  were  only  gone  to  boy  fonoo 


things)  and,  according  to  my  < 
^  }c6kure,  it  appeared  be  was  iaUout, 

*  and  had  a  watchful  eye  upon  nis  mif> 
■  trefs.     I  was  not  foiry  to  find  it  fof 

*  it  was  juH  what  I  wanted,  to  attain 

*  the  end  I  had  proposed.' 

Here  I  interrupted  Madame  DeG*««* 

*  I  have  been,*  faid  I,  *  under  the  mat-> 

*  eft    impaiieoc^  for  this  half  houri 

*  therefcuie  do  me  the  favour^  my  dear 

*  lad^»  to  tell  what  end  it  was  you  pro* 

*  poied  to  yourftlf ;  I  will  own  to  yo« 

*  {inctrtlyt  that  I  f:ompiehend  nothing 
4  at  all  of  the  matter/ 

<  You  are  very  hafty,*  replied  Msk 
dame  Pe  G— -  with  a  fmilei  I  hav« 
'  half  a  mind  to  leave  you  in  fuibeafti 

*  till  the  incidents  that  are  to  tollow 

*  have  informed  you  |    but  I  IbouM 

*  make  a  good  princeTs,  I  do  not  lo«« 

*  to  refufe.    Know,  thereter,  thatVny 

*  defign  was  to  gain  the  dam(M'«  affeo- 

*  tions,  to  ^et  an  aftlgnaftioo,  and  to  be 

*  fuf prized  in  her  company,  and  there- 

*  by  obhee  my  hufband  to  abandon  her. 

*  1  had  ftill  another  view,  which  you 
.*  (hall  not  know,  but  in  propar  time 

*  and  place.* 

*  As  fooo  as  the  hou{e  began  to  be 
«  lighted  up,1  looked  on  Mademoiielie 

*  Julia  with  a  grtedy  eye.     I  thought 

*  her  charming.     She  had  an  enchant- 

*  ing  fprightlinels  in  her  countenance. 

*  The  finenefs  of  her  complexion  daa« 

*  zled  fufficiently,  without  that  quan- 

<  tity  of  red  4w  laid  on.    Her  neck  was 

<  admirable!  and  the  reft  of  her  figure 

*  was  perfe^ly  well  turned. 

*  After  this  examination,  I  was  not 

*  furpriaed  at  my  huft>aud*s  fonduet^  for 
'  her.  Notwithftanding  I  am  a  womaa» 
'  I  never  was  backward  in  doing  iuttice 

*  to  thofe  of  my  fex  who  deiervcd  it.  I 

*  was  juft  in  regard  to  this  perfon,  and 

*  fenfible  of  all  that  was  to  be  Xeen  in 
«  her. 

*  It  was  no  difficult  matter  for  aie 

*  to  make  an  acquaintance  with  her. 

*  Thei«  creatures  carry  not  their  referve 

<  fo  far  as  to  refuieconverfation.  I  had 
'  a  long  one  with  her^  and,  as  ftie  faw 

*  m^  complsatly  drelTed,  and  that  I  had 

*  Ibmething  of  an  air  of  difiin£kion,  fiie 

*  was  pleafed  with  all  I  faid  in  her 

<  commendation/  I  aiked  her  leave  to 
^  make  her  a  vifit.    She  did  not  abfo- 

*  luteljr  grant  it »  but  it  was  eafy  to 

*  pcrceiTei  that  hefefft  the  play  was  over 

«  ihe 
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Am  ywiM  not  tttiife  it.  The  plajr' 
bagait.  I  wiu  (o  chtrmtd  with  it, 
and  heattl  it  with  fo  much  wttentlbif, 
thttt  I  had  like  to  have  fotfot  my  pto'> 
J05t«  Figure  to  yourfeU,  iily  dear 
childy  that  delicacy  of  fentimcnt  was 
never  carried  to  a  higher  pitch  than 
what  the  celebrated  poet  affiled  the 
audience  with  in  this  tragedy.  Every 
thing  was  »va)eilick»  noble,  moving. 
The  actors  wtere  movtt  the  ceal  heroe's 
they  perfmiaiad  than  themfelves.  Fan- 
eff  addrefsi  energy  of  flyle>  dignky; 
all  theft  coAcunred  in  the  compofitioh 
oflSara.  HaMiy»  thrice  happy,  thofe 
who  poileis  taiema  in  ftieh  an  emineilt 
degkte !  Thtfy  defcrvc  to  have  too- 
Buments  etfefted  to  their  honour,  as 
in  fotmer  davs.  What  do  I  fay  f 
If  do4ng  juftice  to  authors  of  th?s 
tank,  it  is  ourftives  we  honour  ih 
raifing  momiments  to  them.  Is  it  not 
n  aMnoment  of  the  good  tafte  of  that 
ffeople,  who  knew  io  well  whom  thus 
»llimng«iil? 

*  I  took  the  opporttmtty  of  the  inter- 
vals between  the  afts  fo  obtain  my 
refael^.    Pair  Julia  feemed  on  puf- 
|K>fe  jto  delay  me  till  the  artful  folil* 
tion  of  the  play,  and  did  not  gnuAt 
my  petition  til)  it  was  over.    <<  I  have 
a  difficulty,'*  faid  <he,^'  in  admittinfg 
your  vifits  ;  and  that  becaufe  you  ap- 
pear to  me  a  dangerous  man.    If  you 
ware  no  move  than  an  ordinary  per- 
fon,  I  fifonki  not  fear  you  ib  much  j 
but,  without  vftlirtng  myfclf  for  niy 
wit,  I  have  Ibife  eno^E^  to  difcover 
you  have  a  great  deaU  and  that  your 
converfation  is  enchanting.    Forirea- 
•<-  font  known  to  m^fdf,  I  am  obliged 
•«  to  •grant  yottr  petition  conditionally. 
««  When  you  are  acquainted  with  them, 
u  yoQ  wiU  not  be  furpriaed  at  the  pre- 
*«  caution  I  esmft  from  you.    'I  will 
••  «ven  own,  that  I  couW  eafily  inforAi 
«<  you  what  my  motives  -are.    Perhaps 
•*  you  have  conceived  a  good  oprnion 
««  of  rte :  I  could  wr(h,  it  it  were  pof- 
**  fible,  that  you  mi^bt  perfift  in  it. 
«<  Of  this  we  will  talk  another  tim6. 
«<  For  the  preAnt,  I  muft  defirci  when 
<*  yon  come  to  fee  me,  that  ft  be  aft^r 
•*  dinner )  and  to  leave  it  in  mv  breaft 
*<  to  lend  you  away  ^en  I  (tail  thinlc 
«•  proper.'* 
<  Affier  hiving   had  this  dilbonrfe 

•  with  her,  (he  told  me  Where  (be  lodg- 

•  ed.     I  fald  every  thing  to  the  fair  Jii- 

•  tia  that  I.  thought  molt  likely  to  per- 


fViade  her  how  ntueh  I  was  lfMf|KiftM 

^ith  tlie  favour  fhe  hadgraated. "  Yoil 

**  men  are  all  traitors,**  faid  (he  plea- 

^  fantly,  as  (he  roie  up  $  *'  you  are  tbfc 

'  h>ve(ieft  things  in  the  world,  ^heii 

'  you  take  a  fancy  to  court  nsj  but 

'  you  have  no  iboner  fucceedod,  no 

'  fooner  are  we  foplifli  enough  to  Itfteh 

^  to  you,  than  you  become  perfidious, 

'  and  make  us  repent  the  regard  w« 

'  have  been  fo  filly  as^o  have  for  yon.** 

This  farewel  was  fo  gracefully  i|N>ken» 

that,  had  I  been  a  man,  there  needed 

no  more  to  have  capdvated  me  en« 

tirely. 

*  I  took  care  not  to  fail  my  appoint- 
ment the'  next  day.  Little  thought  t 
of  being  fent  av»ay  without  feeing  hcf . 
I  found  ftanding  at  the  door  the  Ctt* 
vant  whom  i  faw  the  night  before  af • 
}ong  with  Julia.  €he  fliewed  me  info 
a  little  parlour  as  foon  as  (he  knew  nfe 
again,  and  told  me,  that  Mademol* 
felle  would  be  vaftly  mortified  for  tUe 
trouble  I  had  taken :  that  (ht  had  ^ 
viiitor  juft^ome  in,  whom  (he did  ndt 
expe^  and  it  was  not  poflibte  for  her 
to  fee  me  that  day.  I  iaarmediateljr 
'thought  this  difappointment  was  a 
concerted  thing,  cither  to  excite  the 
paifion  I  iiad  difcovered,  or  to  make 
me  explain  myfclf  better.  In  order 
to  make  (hort  work  on  it,  I  thought 
proper  to  begin  hy  wihning  GogO, 
(that  was  her  ehambermaid's  name.") 
I  gave  her  ten  louis  d*ors,  which  madb 
her  bluAi  more  than  the  moft  impu- 
dent difcourfe  one  could  have  uttered. 
My  prefent  had  if  s  ufoal  eifeA :  U 
putchafed  her  confi4ence.  She  ac- 
quainted me  with  what  I  knew  as  wdl 
a«  herfelf;  that  is  to  fay,  that  Mod- 
fieur  De  G  >  was  hi  love  with  Ma- 
demoifelle  Julia.  "  He  is  terribly 
jealous,**  faid  this  wench,  **  and 
knows  already  that  my  miftrefs  fpoke 
to  you  laft  night  at  the  play.  She 
vifas  no  fooner  returned  home^  bAt 
Monfieur  De  G  ,  who  was  wait- 
ing for  her,  made  a  furious  noife.  We 
have  been  crying almoft  all  nightlong. 
However,  matters  are  made  up  j  he 
has  not  ftirred  out  fmce  ycfterdky  { 
and,  to  compleat  our  misfortunes, 
he  has  told  us  of  his  wife^s  abiimcc, 
which  will -give  him,  he  fays,  an  op- 
portunity of  coming  here  at  all  honre. 
**  If  he  thought  the  news  iK^onld  be  aify 
*'  fatisfa^ion  to  us,  the  p^orman-was 
^  very  much  miftaken  t  wt  are  ermdfy 
*<  mortified 
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«>  mortified  at  it*.  MThilft  be  was  at 
**  Paris,  we  had  time  to  bteathej  he 
"  left  us  one  part  of  the  day  to  our- 
"*  felvesk  Yes,  truly,  from  morning 
<'  till  eight  of  the  clock  at  night  NH- 
♦'  demoi(cUe  waj  at  liberty :  (he  ccr- 
<*  taioly  made  no  bail  ufc  of  it }  there 
**  IS  not  a  more  i-erired  perfon  in  all  the 
*'  world ;  and,  except  two  or  three  of 
*<  her  own  fex,  (he  now  and  then  fees, 
**  flie  leadt  the  liie  of  a  nun,  Sir;  (be 
*'  it  a  little  treafure,  never  to  be  enough 
•«  elteemcd/* 

'  My  preTent,  as  you  fee,  my  dear 
<  child,  had  a  wonderful  effea.  I 
'  caicfaed  at  this  opportunity  of  being 
'  acquainted  with  the  whole  affair, 
»•  Come,  tell  me,  my  dear  Gogo,"  re- 

*  plied  I,  **  does  Moniieur  Dc  G  ■  ■ 
'*  make  you  fome  amends,  by  his  libe- 
**  raltty,  for  all  the  vexations  he  gives 
"  you?"—"  Why,  pretty  well,"  an- 

*  fwered  file,  turning  afide:  **  tlie 
^  truth  is,  he  might  do  better;  we 
**  know  he  is  rich.  But  M^demoi- 
**  (elle  is  not  mercenary;  complairaoce 
'*  wocks  more  upon  her  than  all  the 
**  treafures  in  the  world.  For  exam*- 
*'  1^,  now;  it  would  be  the  fame  thing 
**  as  ftabbing  her  to  the  heart,  to  ofter 
'<  bar  a  gratuity  )  it  would  grieve  her 
'*  to  the  very  foul,  and  ihe  would  cer- 
**  taioly  fall  fick  upon  it.  I  know  her 
**  folly  on  this  fub]e£t,  and  hiame  her 
*«  for  it.  What  can  one  do  ?  every 
'*  body  has  their  whims.  Would  you  ■ 
'<  believe  it.  Sir,**  continued  the  cun- 

*  oing  Gogo,  **  that  I  am  obliged,  in 
**  Older  to  eafe  her  of  the  vexatiou  I  - 
"  have  mentioned,  to  charge  rayfelf 
**  with  the  receipt  of  the  presents  that 
'*  are  made  her,  and  to  inftru^  perfons 
**  how  to  behave,  that  they  may  not 
*'  incur  her  difpleafure  f  ^Siife !  if  one 
'«  did  but  preiume  to  offer  her  a  purfe 
*<  of  guineas,  a  fnutf-box,  a  diamond, 
**  fte  would  that  minute  foibid  you 
'*  brr  prefencel  No,  no,  there  is  no 
"  touching  there.*' 

•«  But,"  replied  I,  without  feeroing 

*  to  under  (land  her  meaning,  <*  how 
"  did  Moniicor  De  G—  get  ac- 
*'  qoainted  with  her,  and  manage  his 
<*  matters  (b  as  to  become  her  gaU 
«*  lant?*'— "  Ah,  Sir  I  alk  me  not  a- 
•*  bout  it,**  anfwered  Gogo,  with  a 
'  fUrtiog  aar;  **  his  way  of  breaking- 
'*  the  ice  hid  like  to  have  thrown  Ma- 
'*  demoifdlt  into  firs)  notlung  was 
^  everiioa&  in  £b  rudp  a  manacr.    He 


<'  meets  her  at  the  opera ;  after  ogling 
"  her  there  he  has  her  followed  home, 
«*  The  next  morning,  as  foon  as  he 
"  wai  up,  he  wrote  her  word  that  he 
'*  admired  her ;  that  he  knew  very  well 
**  that  (he  was  kept  by  a  counfellor  of 
*'  the  parliament,  and  that  but  very  in- 
"  differently  he  was  well  informed. 
"  Will  you,'*  faid  he  to  her,  **  do  one 
"  thing?  Difmifs  your  counfellor,  and 
**  I  wUI  gtvc  you,  (do  but  obfcrve  the 
"  biurality  if^you  pleafe)  I  will  give 
*'  you  a  thou£md  crowns  a  month :  by 
**  way  of  preliminary  I  here  fend  you 
**  a  hundred  louis;  do  as  you  wilt. 
**  Adieu,  charmer :  think  well  of  this ; 
«*  afterwards  we  will  be  better  ac- 
*'  quainted.** 

*  This  conchiiion   almoft  made  me  ' 
'  laugh.     Here  I  traced  myhniband's 

*  own  likcnefs  to  the  life.     "  But,*' 

*  faid  I  to  Gogo,  **  this  way  of  mak- 
"••  ing  love  does  not  fcem  (o  brutal.'* 
^*'  Pardon  me,  Sir,"  fiid  flie,  «  that 
<<  is  not  the  way  tomake  advances  to  a 
*«  woman  of  her  great  merit;  and  if 
**  we  had  not  found  means  of  correft- 
"  ing  Monficur  De  G-^— ,  he  had  ne«  ' 
**  vcr  fct  his  foot  in  this  houfe  again.**    ' 

«  Tell  me,  then,*'  faid  I,  ««  how 
<«  you  compromifed  matters,  for  you 
"  fcem  to  me  a  girl  of  real  merit ?*:-«« 
*«  You  are  pleafant.  Sir,**  replied  Go- 

*  go  s  *'  I  pretend  to  no  fort  of  merit; 
'*  but  I  know  the  world  a  little.  I  un- 
"  dertook  to  go  the  next  morning  to' 

"  Monficur  De  G ;  I  told   hriin 

**  Mulcmoifelle  was  extremely  angry 
'<  at  his  letter  and  his  hundred  louis*s; 

^'  that,  but  for  me,  they  would  have 
"  been  fentback  again;  and  that  I  was 
««  forced  to  exert  all  the  credit  I  had 
**  with  her,  to  keep  her  ia  any  degree 
"  of  moderation. 

*»  Monfteur  De  G—  was  rude 
"  enough  to  anfwer  me,  that  he  did 
*•  not  think  there  needed  all  this  cere- 
"  mony  to  huddle  up  a  love-affair  with 
'«  a  wench  to  be  had  for  money.  Tru- 
"  ly,  Sir,'*  faid  the  cunning  Gogo, 
**  I  had  a  mind  to  fly  at  his  throat;  I 
*^  gave  him  what  he  dcferved ;  and,  af- 
*'  ter  a  thoufand  bitter  reproaches,  I 
**  fell  a  crying.  My  tears  rendered 
**  Moniieur  Dc  G—  more  tradable  |*  * 
"  be  begged  me  to  make  his  peace  with 
**  my  mittrciia,  and  to  let  him  know  in 
"  what  he  had  ofended  her^  fwearing, 
**  by  his  ftrong-box,  that  he  had  be- 
'*  hkved  to  her  in  tkrfaaie  maiiner  aa* 
N  a    '  «  !• 
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**  to  many  morei  except  that  he  had 
**  never  as  yet  made  ib  handfome  an 
•  *'  oflfcr  to  any  body.  *•  To  convince 
*«  thee  of  it,'*  faid  he,  (take  notice  of 
<  th^tibee)  <<  I  will  let  thee  fee  the  rough 
**  draught  of  the  letter  I  wr6te  to  her, 
^'*  and  which  I  made  ufe  of  for  above 
<*  thefe  thirty  years  for  the  like  pur- 
"  pofe/^  He  (hewed  it  me  accordingly, 
**  It  vras  fo  foiled,  that  I  eafilv  be- 
'*  lieved  it  had  been  compofed  full  as 
**  long  ago  as  he  faid* 

**  He  wanted  to  know,  after  that^ 
"  why  ro)r  miftrefs  had  been  fo  angry 
.  **  with  him.  "  Becaufe  your  letter," 
**  faid  I,  *'  had  like  to  have  ruined  her: 
<*  that  (he  was  come  of  a  good  family, 
**  not  very  rich,  to  fpeak  the  truth  { 
'<  but  for  that  veiy  reafon  it  is  Ihc  is 
*'  tampering  with  the  counfellor,  who 
**  has  promifed  to  marry  her,  and  who 
**  you  think  keeps  her.  After  all  this, 
**  judge  yourfelt,  if  ihe  is  angry  with- 
<<  out  reafon.**»**  Oh  I  that  is  another 
««  amiir,**  cried  Monfieur  De  G  5 
*'  but  I  am  not  the  lefs  forry,  for  I  am 
«'  in  love  with  the  wench.** — "  Truth, 
*«  Sir,"  faid  I,  "  that  very  word  weMcb 
•*  is  enough  to  have' jou  thrown  out  of . 
«<*  the  window,  had  it  been  fpoken  be- 
**  fore  my  miftrefs.  If  you  have  that 
"  regard  for  her,  ybu  ought  really  to 
**  make  ufe  of  politer  exprefiions  J  they 
<*  would  have  as  much  weight  as  the 
•*'  offers  you  have  made.** 

««  What  (hall  I  fay  to  you,  Sir?'* 
'  faid  Gogo,  whom  my  louis-d'ors  had 
*  fet  a  chattering  like  a  magpye.  **  1 
**  gave  Monfieur  De  G—  to  under- 
«<  ttand,  that  I  had  with  much  difR- 
**  cuity  gained  fo  far  upon  my  miftreis, 
<'  as  to  make  her  think  it  was  woith 
<<  her  while  to  give  him  encourage- 
**  ment,  and  that  his  franknefs  was  a 
<<  fure  proof  of  his  being  a  man  of  ho- 
«  nour.  I  told  him,  beitdes,  that  I  had 
**  mana^d  fo  well,  as  to  contrive  an 
**  interview  for  the  next  day  j  and  that, 
**  if  he  behaved  himfelf  handfomeiy, 
('  the  counfellor  would  be  difmiifed, 
**  provided  he  paid  down  to  me  (not 
**  to  Mademoifelle,  who  would  not  re-* 
**  ceive  any  thing  as  coming  from  him) 
*'  a  whole  year's  advance.  What  (hall 
•*  I  fay  more  ?  Every  thing  was  con- 
*^  eluded  according  to  my  direction  j 
<*  and  from  that  time  Monfieur  De 
«  G— — « has  been  lord  and  matter  here. 
''.  By  degrees  I  have  brought  him  to 
".  humour  Mademoifelle.     Whenever 


*'  he  makes  her  a  pre(ent,  it  muft  either 
"  beputintooneof  herdre(ling*boxes,  - 
*<  or  into  my  hands.    No  thanks  are 
"  returned  for  it ;  and  »s  be  does  things 
*•  pretty  generoudy,  we  bear  with  him.** 

*  I  was  fufficientiy  intruded  by  this 

*  prodigy  of  a  waiting- maid,  not  to  be 

*  at  a  lofs  concerning  my  hulband.    I 

*  a(ked  her,  after  what  manner  (he  could 

*  contrive  me   an   interview  with  her 

*  miftrefs.    She  atfured  me  it  (hould  be 

*  the  next  day,  at  the  fame  hour  |  and 

*  that  if  the  jealous  man  were  fo  cruel 

<  ss  to  be  there  again,  I  (hould  rfceive 

*  a  note  to  be  at  a  thiixl  hou(e  die  (hould  * 

*  appoint  me,  and  whither  (he  would 

<  come  to  me,  under  the  drft  pretence 

<  that  occurred. 

*  I  judged  from  this  difcour(e»  and 
.*  from  what  happened  to  me  the  next 

*  day,  that  my  affairs  were  in  a  right 

*  channel.    I  found  Julia  alond  i  (he 

*  (eemed  to  have  drawn  forth  all  her 

*  charms  to  compleat  her  conqueft  over 

*  me.    I  repeat  again,  had  I  been  of  a 

*  different  (ex,  I  muft  have  loved  lier. 

*  She  (hewed  a  modefty  and  fweetneis 

*  in  her  oonverfation  that  charmed  me. 

*  I  advanced  through  all  die  gradual 

*  progrefTions  of  love  with  her,    not 

*  without  fearing  (he  would  pu(h'it  too 

*  brifkly  i  and  1  had  my  reafons  not  to 

*  draw  it  to  a  certain  period,  which  I 

<  carefully  avoided. 

*  Nothmg,  as  you  fee,  dear  child, 

*  could  go  on  better  than  my  affairs. 

*  All  that  remained  faither  to  be  done» 

*  according  to  my  fcheme,  was  to  hazard 

<  the  defiring  an  ailignation  at  night, and 

*  fo  to  have  myfelf  furpriied  in  Julia> 
'  company.  Will  yoii  believe  nie,  that 
'  when  I  was  upon  the  point  of  doing 

*  it,  there  arofe  within  me  fuch  a  ten- 

*  demefs  towards  this  girl,  that  I  hefU 

*  tated  above  four  days  f  She  had  given 

<  me  (b  endearing  a  reception,  (lie  feem* 

*  ed  to  love  me  fo  (inoerely,  and  I  had' 

<  difcovered  fuch  a  fund  of  wit  and 

*  good  fenfe  in  her,  that  I  thought  it  a 

*  piece  of  cruelty  not  to  be  paralleled, 

*  to  contrive  the  ruin  of  fo  amiable  a 

*  perfon.  I  put  it  off  from  day  to  day : 
'  m  (hort,  I  could  not  come  to  a  relb* 

*  lution. 

*  On  the  ftfth  day  that  I  had  been 

<  under  thefe  agitations,  }ulia  fent  to 
«  invite  me  to  dmner  j  the  knew  where 

*  I  lived.  As  foon  as  we  had  dined, 
'  *  (be  gave  orders  to  Gogo  to  tell  Mon- 

<  iieur  De  G«-*— ,  if  he  (hould  take  a 

•  fancy 
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*  fiuicy  to  come,  that  (be  was  gone  out» 

*  and  did  not  know  where.  **  He  wiil 
«*  play  the  dewl,"  fatd  (he  j  "  but  that 
'<  16  no  matter,  ^e  will  find  ways  to 
^<  appeafe  him.  This  day  will  I  dcdi- 
<<  cate  to  the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  my 
••  dear  Minct:'  (this  was  the  familiat 
' '  name  Ihe  bad  given  me,  and  ihc  Well 
'  (At(ervt9  I  fliould  make  her  this  facri- 
'  fice.)   It  was  with  trembling  I  thank- 

*  ed  her  for  this  favour.  *«  1  am  un- 
"  done !"  faid  I  to  myfelf :  «  how  fliall 
*<  I  behave,  if  (he  Ihould— — "  In  a 
<  wordy  dear  child,  I  never  was  fo  much 
*■  put  to  it  in  all  my  life. 

'  But  charming  Julia's  firft  words 
^  zeftored  me.  **  1  have  no  mind,"  faid 
'  flie,  «  to  be  diflurbed,  being  deter- 
<'  inined  to  difcover  10  you  the  fecret 
« .motions  of  my  foul.  Do  you  know 
*'  that  I  love  you ;  and  can  you  guefs 
<*  how  yon  have  ilole  into  my  heart  i"^ 
— ^*  No,  certeinly.*'— **  By  your  diC- 
•«  cretion*.  Would  you  think,  dear 
•<  Minet,  feeing  the  life  I  lead,  ^  that 
«<  I  oftentimes  reflet,  and  fpend  whole 
•<  days  in  tears  ?"  This  overture  af- 
«  feaedme.  «<  Speak,  Julia  P'  faid  I, 
'  moved  with  pity :  **  you  amaze  me  ! 
«<  This  is  what  I  little  expeded.  What 
**  are  your  grievances  7  Can  I  be  fo 
*<  happy  as  to  put  an  end  to  them  ?" 

"  Yes,  my  dear  Minet,"  replied  the 
*  forrowful  Julia  in  tears  j  <•  you  are 
**  the  only  perfon  in  the  world  who  can 
**  reftore  my  peace  j  after  which  I  daily 
"  figh.  But  &rtt  hear  my  ftoryj  it 
**•  will  not  be  tedious, 

**  To  the  amours  of  Monfieur  Le 

«•  — »  a  general  officer,  and  of  Ma- 

**  demoifelle  La  R-  -■,  the  celebrated 

*'  aOxefs,  I  owe  my  birth.     I  was  pri- 

**  vately  brought  up  by  a  woman  who 

"  had  Jived  with  my  mother;  but  fall- 

*'  iflg  into  bad  circumftances,  Ihe  left 

**  me  to  the  wide  world.    She  has  been 

'*  dead   thefe  four  yeoj's  \  and  I   ftill 

**  continue  to  live,  as  you  fee,  without 

*'  money,  without  proteAion,  without 

*'  affiftance.  It  has  not  yet  been  in  my 

"  power  to  quit  a  life  which  I  detcft. 

'*  Would  you  think  that  I  am  doing 

'*  penance  in  the  high  road  to  perdition? 

"  Would  you  imagine,    dear  Miner, 

'*  that  the  addrefs  of  a  man  is  to  me  a 

"  torture  ?    And  if  it  continues  much 

**  longer,  deipair  will  drive  me  into  the 

"  molt  frightful  extremity  ! 

"  You  leem  furpri'zed,  and  not  with- 
**  out  reafon.    You  will  anfwer  nic. 


**  without  doubt,  that  there  ts  nothing 
**  eafierthan  to  abandon  fuch  a  courie 
^*  of  life,  which  I  mvfelf  eondemn, 
'*  and  is  highly  fcandalous :  but,  my 
*'  dear  Minet,  I  have  been  brought 
**  up  in  fome  plenty,  from  whence  I 
**  have  contraoed  a  habit.  The  idea 
**  of  wanting  even  fuperfluities  carries 
'*  horror  with  it  1  my  table  always  well 
'*  fumifhed,  and  I  nave  been  waiteil  on 
"  all  my  life.  Jf  I  change  my  con- 
*'  du6t,  there*8  an  end  of  all  at  once, 
"  and  I  ihall  be  reduced  to  extreme 
"  want. .  Thefe,  my  dear  Minet,  are 
*'  the  confiderations  that  overwhelm 
*'  me,  and  detain  my  diforders.  This 
**  is  a  great  deal  j  but  I  am  going  to 
*'  furprize  you  much  more. 

**  it  is  now  about  a  year,  when  being 
**  more  than  ever  alarmed  at  the  (^ate 
'*  I  was  in,  I  made  a  firm  purpofe  of 
"  altering  it,  and  of  doing  my  utmoft 
"  to  break  loofe  from  thofe  infamous 
**  bonds  with  which  I  was  fettered. 
"  Fully  determined,  I  went  one  day 
'<  into  a  church  |  fcntfora  do£^or,  with 
<<  an  intention  to  confult  him  upon  my 
**  fituation,  and  to  engage  him,  after 
■^  a  fincere  acknowledgment  of  all  my 
*'  palt  faults,  to  take  compaffion  of 
<<  me,  and  to  find  fome  chart  table  means 
**  of  extricating  me  for  ever  from  the 
"  life  I  led. 

'<  He  heard  me  with  all  the  attention 
"  he  was  capable  of)  infilled  on  my 
**  making,  by  way  of  preliminary,  a 
**  general  confeflion  |  and,  whiltt  1  was 
"  preparing  for  it,  to  refrain  from  all 
"  irregularity.  He  concUic'ed  with 
*'  faying,  )ie  would  ufe  all  his  tndea- 
"  vours  to  procure  me  forac  honrft 
"  means  of  fubfilUng. 

<•  I  refigned  myrclf  entirely  to  his 
"  advice:  As  loon  as  I  came  home 
•*  I  difcharged  my  fcrvants,  fold  all 
••my  fumiture,  difiniffed  a  lover  who 
•*  provided  for  me,  and  retired  fome 
•«  diftance  from  the  town,  with  a  firm 
••  rcfolution  of  remaining  concealed, 
•<  living  in  a  retreat,  and  of  abandon- 
•*  ing  the  world  and  it^s  deceitfxil 
•*  joys, 

'•  My  direftor  was  three  months 
•<  without  giving  ntc  abfolution,  under 
••  pretence  of  knowing  if  what  I 
<*  called  a  convcrhon  might  not  he  a 
•*  difguft,  which  would  wear  off  in 
f*  a  few  months.  He  pcrfilted  all  this 
•'  time  in  refufingme  a  blefTing,  which 
*  1  lo  avdcntly  defi red,  and  which  I  rt- 
N  n  a  ••  garde  J 
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^*  garded  as  the  feal  of  nty  appFOtching 
*'  tranauillity.  I  fometinies  bemoaned 
**  myielf  on  that  account  j  but  nothing 
"**  could  move  him.  During  thefe  de- 
*'  lays,  I  (kw  the  little  I  had  dimtniOi* 
*'  in?  daily,  what  money  I  had  was 
•^<  juttfpent;  Ifozefawthat  Iwasgoing 
<**  to  be  deftitute  of  all  telief,  and  gave 
**  myfelf  up  to  melancholy.  Would 
^  you  guefs  what  occafioned  aU  thefe 
^  delays  in  my  director  ?  He  waited 
"  till  I  was  reduced  to  the  laft  exti«- 
«'  mity,  to  make  propofals  of  a  moft 
*^  impious  and  a  moft  deteftable  na- 
**  ture.  Shall  I  own  it  to  you,  my 
^*  dear  Minet  ?  He  was  fallen  in  love 
<<  with  me;  he  was  bold  enough  to 
«  declare  it,  and  that  in  fuch  anim- 
*'  pious  manner  as  covered  me  with 
**  confuiion  and  horror.  I  drove  him 
**  ihamefuUy  from  my  ilght,  telling 
**  him,  that  if  he  durft  return  and 
'**  offer  to  fpeak  to  me  again,  I  would 
*'  make  him  repeat  what  he  had  done, 
*'  and  make  my  complaints,  that  he 
'<  might  be  puniilied  by  his  fuperiors 
**  according  to  his  deferts. 

**  But  \raat  viras  I  preparing  for  my- 
•«  fclf?  The  miicreant  not  having  the 
'<  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes,  could 
<<  there  be  hopes  of  his  ftanding  cor- 
*«  re&ed?^  No,  my  dear  Minctj  he 
**  was  fo  provoked  at  my  ftcadinefs, 
*'  that  he  fwore  he  would  be  revenged, 
^*  and  he  pon^uaily  kept  his  word. 

<'  I  had  pafTed  the  remainder  of  that 
•  *<  day  in  tears,  and  had  relblved  to  leek 
*<  foroe  clcrg)'man,  whofe  reputation  of 
^*  religion  and  piety  miglu  fhelter  me 
*'  from  fuch  misfortunes  as  had  Jarelv 
''  happened  to  me,  when  about  dufk 
**  an  exempt  with  feveral  aiHitants  came 
'*  and  carried  me  off.  They  did  not 
**  give  me  time  to  inform  myfelf  of 
<*  their  reafons  for  this  violence.  I 
**  was  hurried  to  prifon ;  and  it  was 
*•  three  months  before  1  was  enlarged. 

**  I  cafily  imagined  from  whence 
**  this  ftroke  came.  I  conceive,  my  dear 
*<  Minet,  that  you  can  very  well  guefs 
*•  at  it.  It  was  to  no  purpofe  to  juftify 
*'  myfelf,^  and  to  tell  thofe  who  had 
"  confined  me  the  occafion  of  my  being 
*«  fecured.  They  looked  on  all  I  faid 
**  as  an  idle  invention  :  it  made  no  im- 
*'  prefTion  \  and  they  did  not  fo  much 
**  as  make  a  report  of  it. 

•«  The  firft  thing  I  did,  after  I  was 
*'  fet  at  liberty,  was  to  go  and  return 
^  God  thanks.    I  learned  from  my 


*'  landlady,  that  tlwre  was  «  famout 
"  preacher,  who,  befides  that,  paflied 
**  for  one  of  the  ableft  direflors.  I 
**  went;  I  acquainted  him  with  roy 
<«  hiftory.  He  conceived  a  -horror  a( 
*»  the  proceedings  of  my  wicked  con- 
**  feifor:  he  took  three  days  to  re- 
*'  folve  upon  what  could  be  done  for 
**  me;  at  the  end  of  which  he  told 
<'  me,  he  had  thought  of  fomething  tei 
*'  enable  me  to  end  the  remainder  of 
*'  my  days  in  peace  and  tran<)urllity. 

*'  I  did  not  Itay  to  alk  him  what  tt 
**  was.  So  happy  did  I  think  rayiclf 
**  to  be  rcfcued  irom  want,  of  wtiich 
**  I  even  then  began  to  feel  the  efifedls* 
<*  that  I  thi-ew  myfelf  at  his  feet,  af- 
••  furing  him  that  I  (hould  be  eternally 
'*<  obliged  to  him,  and  that  I  would 
'^*  never  ceafe  to  pray  to  Heaven  for  his 
**  prefervation. 

*'  But  what  do  you  think  he-had  do&e 
"  for  me,  my  dear  Minet?  Yot^wiU 
"  be  full  as  much  furprized  at  it  as  ( 
"  myfelf  then  was.  O  Heaven '.  is  it 
**  thus  your  miniftcrs  diftribute  the 
**  pious  contributions  of  the  well-dif- 
*'  poied?  The  clergyman  bid  me  be 
**  the  next  day  at  a  convent  called  Let 
•*  Fillej  du  bon  Pafiehr^  that  he  would 
**  meet  me,  and  would  lay  down  what 
*'  >^as  required  for  my  fubfiitence  us 
"  long  as  I  lived. 

**  1  was  e:  Mged  at  this  propofal,  for 
"  I  dettfled  a  convent;  beiidcs,  I  knevy 
**  from  a  friend  of  mine  formerly  whnt 
**  fort  of  a  houfe  this  was;  and  thjt, 
*'  in  order  to  be  admitted,  one  mutt 
<*  own  one^s  felf  to  have  been  a  9ommon 
<<  proiiituce.  I  liifled  both  my  grief 
"  and  aftonifhment.  I  had  been  too 
"  fcvereiy  treated  by  my  former  di- 
*<  redlor,  to  dare  to  put  myfelf  in  & 
«  way  of  making  this  in^n  repent  of 
***  his  goodnefs  towards  me :  I  was 
"  convinced  befides,  that  too  mud) 
**  zeal  was  often  as  dangerous  as  too 
**  little  virtue.  I  went  away,  after  I 
"  had  promifed  to  be  the  next  dav  at  the 
**  place  appointed ;  but  with  a  firm  re- 
M  folution  of  forfeiting  my  word,  and 
"  never  more  to  think  of  feeking  con- 
*<  folation  m  the  bofom  of  fuch  people, 
"  in  whom  i'o  much  is  wanting  to  ren- 
**  der  them  humane  and  compaffionate, 

*'  I  returned  bume  upprefled  with 
**  forruw,  and  a  defponding  heart,  full 
**  of  all  that  had  happened  to  me  fince 
**  my  iincere  defuses  of  a  converfion. 
<<  Aiter  a  thoulknd  cruel  refleftions, 
<*  I  wrote 


I 

J 
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><  I  wrote  to  GogOy  tbe  fervant  vou  now 
•*  {»  about  aie{  I  knew  where  (he 
M  lived.  She  carae,  or  moie  properly 
**  flew  to  me.  She  had  ever  had  a 
**  teader  r^ard  fur  me ;  of  which  (he 
f*  gave  me  marka  after  I  had  with  trara 
"  imparted  to  her  all  that  happened  to 
**  roe.  loftead of  makiag  me  any  anfwer, 
"  lh«  quitted  my  room  with-at  much 
**  hade  as  ihe  had  enteitd  it«  I  thought 
^<  at  lirfty  that  (eetng  me  in  mifery  and 
*'  diftiefsy  &e  defeated  me^  but,  juft 
**  Heaven!  how  much  reafon  had  1  to 
••  repent  me  of  too  hafty  and  too  un- 
•*  favourable  a  judgment  1  I  heard, 
f*  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after- 
9*  vrardt,  a  coach  ftop  at  the  doori  it 
**  wasGogo:  ihe  brought  me. what- 
*'  ever  (he  could  fcrape  together )  and, 
**  giving  it,  faid  it  was  ail  my  own, 
**  bid  me  make  ufe  of  it,  and  that  (he 
f*  (bould  think  bcrfrlf  too  happy  to 
f*  ibend  her  days  with  her  dear  miftrefs. 
<*  I  gratefully  embraced  the  good  crea- 
<•  tore,  and  Iwore  to  her,  that  let  what 
f  would  happen  we  would  never  paK 
f*  more. 

**  Afluredly,  when  I  compared  her 
f '  zeal  with  that  of  the  ecclefiafticks 
**  ^om  I  mentioned,  had  I  not  room 
^  to  think  that  one  o£ten  finds  chriftian 
*<  charity  lodged  in  very  improper 
<*  places  ?  But  where  is  the  wonder  of 
f*  that  f  The  grrater  part  of  thoie  who 
«<  are  appointed  to  prad^ife  it,  and  be 
f*  it's  dilti  ibutors,  abufe  and  drive  ft 
<<  away,  if  I  may  lay  fo,  by  a  wrong 
f  application.  It  needs  muft  find  an 
f  *  aiylum,  and  refuge  it(elf  ibmewhere 
f<  or  other. 

"  This,  my  dear  Minet,  is  my  hif- 
f*  tory;  from  whence  you  may  eafily 
f<  comprehend  how  much  I  abhor  my 
**  prelent  dtuation.  I  am  very  de(iroi»s 
"of  changing  itj  hut  the  methods  of 
*^  doing  it  appealed  fo  difficult,  from 
«<  the  firft  ileps  I  took,  that  I  durft  ]X> 
<«  more  attempt  it,  and  that  I  have  per- 
**  filled  till  now  in  the  (iate  of  life  you 

f«  tar 

*  I  was  moved  even  to  tears  at  what 

*  Julia  related.     I  waited  with  impa- 

*  tience  to  know  what  might  be  her 
'  views  on  me,  and  why  (he  had  given 
<  roe  the  prefeitmoe,  in  aflifting  on  an 

*  occafioD  wherein  I  feemed  £0  impro- 
'  per  a  perfon  to  be  employed. 

'  She  did  not  make  me  wait  long. 
**  You  will  fcarce  believe,'*  faid  (he, 
**  that  you  are  the  oniy  one  in, the  world 


«  on  whom  I  depend  to  4r«w  tne  from 
<<  the  precipice  into  which  I  am  fallen^ 
**  You  have  fo  often  afTured  me  of  your 
**  love,  and  thia  vi^th  fo  much  dif* 
^*  cretion,  that  I  flatter  myfetf  yoo 
**  will  aft'ord  me  the  moA  convincing 
«f  pixK>f.  AtTift  me,  Sif)  in  taklns 
«<  that  Itep  I  moft  defire;  I  only  alk 
**  ]rour  proteAion.  The  money  Mon- 
**  fieur  Pe  G  hae  beftowed  on  me, 
*^  {met  he  has  vifited  me,  it  fufiicient 
*Mo  lot  me  up  in  a  wav  of  bufiaefe^ 
^<  ^hanging  rov  ntiane,  plaoe  of  abode,' 
**  and  conduo.  I  haw  afhniflcd  dif* 
**  order  only  to  enaWe  me  to  flv  fronj 
**  it.  Some  money  I  have  laved)  ana 
**  with  what  my  goods  will  piodoce,  I 
**  reckon  to  make  vp  a  Aim  of  ten 
,«<  tfaouland  1  ivies  t  it  is  b«t  a  finall 
**  mattei*,  yet  fufficient  to  begin  with. 
**  Marry  I  will  not,  neither  will  I  be- 
<*  come  a  non }  one  is  as  hattM  lo  me 
**  as  the  other :  what  I  defiM,  is  Id  car- 
**  ry  on  a  trade,  in  order  to  make  the 
*'  moil  of  my  pittance,  and  afibixime 
"  enough  to  live  covnfortibly  and  ho- 
**  netlly  in  tho  world,  in  you  alone  X 
**  pUce  my  confidence :  if  you  love 
**  me  (inccrely,  you  sriU  not  rcfttfe  ok 
**  your  advice  an^  aififtanoe)  I  cakt 
<*  you  for  a  man  of  too  nwch  honour 
**  and  pnncipie  to  give  me  any  dif- 
•«  truft.'' 

*  1  was  preparing  to  aafwer  thefe  re- 
qiierts,  and  to  applaud  Julia  for  her 
fcntiments,  which  I  fo  much  ap- 
proved, when  we  heard  Gogo  fcream> 
ing  at  the  door,  and  doing  all  <ba 
could  to  hinder  Monfieur  De  G 
from  coming  in.  He  had  learned  in 
the  neighbourhood  that  Julia  waa 
not  gone  out)  and,  moreover,  lihat 
theiY  came  a  well-drefled  gentleman 
j lid  at  dinner- time.  This  £ul  routed 
his  jealuufy.  He  had  got  in,  in 
fpite  of  ail  Gogo  could  fay  to  htm, 
although  (he  h^  ^tven  him  her  word 
that  (he  would  inform  him  where  her 
mitireis  was,  and  that  with  a  defign 
of  getting  rid  of  him,  and  giving  me 
time  to  get  off;  but  ihe  could  not 
pj-evail.  Monfieur  X>c  G  ■ ,  who 
was  in  a  paflion,  brought  up  his  Ser- 
vants, and  bid  fhem  break  open  the 
door  where  we  were.  This  waa 
what  made  the  uproar. 

*  Julia  gave  haielf  Ofver  for  loft. 
**  Ah,  Sir!**  (aid  (he  to  me,  •*  take 
"  pity  on  me,  or  I  am  ruined.  If  thia 
<<  brute  finds  me  hece  with  yoUf  he 

**  wiU 
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**  will  have  no  mercy  on  my  life/*    I 

*  encouraged  her  i  for  I  was  Aire  that 

*  I  had  infallible  means  of  appeafing 

*  his  wrath,    J  came  to   a  refolution 
'  whilft  Julia  was  fpeaking  |  and  I  was 

*  not  forry  for  what  had  happened. 
.    *  Id  the  mean  time  they  were  hard  at 

*  work  to  force  the  door.  I  bid  Julia  ai- 

*  furc  Monfieur  Dc  G         through  the 

*  door,  that  fhe  would  immediately  open 

*  ity  provided  he  would  fend  away  his 

*  fervant8»  and  not  make  fuch  a  dillur- 

<  bance,  adviiing  her  at  the  fame  time 
'  to  be  fure  to  fcold  firft,  making  as  if 

<  he  had  wakened  her  out  of  her  deep. 

*  I  tpld  her  befidesy  that  I  would  hide 

*  mvfelf,  and  that  if  he  prefumed  to 

*  ule  her  ill  I  would  foon  fly  to  her 

*  affiftance.     She  followed  my  advice, 
«  and  played  her  part  very  well.  Scarce 

<  hjid  (he  began  to  raife  her  voice,  but 

<  my  hu(band  low^ered  his.    The  door 

*  was  opened.     He  maundered  $    but 

*  Julia  was  beforehand  with^him.    She 

<  ikid  it  was  mean  and  pitiful  in  him  to 

*  C9mmit  fuch  esctravagances :   (he,  for 
'  her  part,  had  a  violent  head-ache,  and 

<  (hould  never  forget  his  brutal  beha- 

*  viour.     In  fine,  (he  faid  a  great  deal. 

*  Monfieur  De  G—  feei*\g  her  in  a 

*  night-cap  (for  that  was  really  the 

*  CS&)  and  alone,  beean  to  think  he 

*  was  wrong,  and  that  he  had  been  im- 

*  pofed  upon,  with  the  ftory  of  a  gentle- 

*  man's  havine  come  to  dinner  with 

*  her  i  he  aiked  for  him,  telling  her  he 

*  had  been  fo  informed.     She  aflured 

*  him  that  (he  had  dined  alone,  and 

*  could  not  conceive  how  be  was  ca- 

*  pable  of  crediting  fuch  idle  reports.  - 
'*  All  things  went  on  fwimmingly. 

'  But  it  was  not  my  intention  they 

*  (hould  continue  fo.  I  had  formed  my 

*  project.  Julia  was  juft  going  to  take 
'  Monfieur  Dc  G—  into  the  next 

*  apartment,  under  a  pretence  of  flicw- 
■  ing  him  fomething  (lie  had  bought, 

*  when  I  ftirred  myfclf  in  fuch  a  man- 

*  ner,  tliat,  he  heard  and  faw  me.  **  Hah, 
**  hah,  Mademoifcllc'/'criedhe,  "are 
**  thcfe  your  tricks  ?  Is  it  thus  you  ex- 
<*  poferae?"  As  he  uttered  thcfe  words, 

*  he  gave  her  a  box  on  the  ear,  and  fell 
<  to  beating  her.     As  eager  as  I  was 

*  in  getting  out  from  the  clofet  to  come 

*  to  her  relief,  he  had  alreadv  given  her 

*  fifty  blows,  which  made  ner  cry  out 
^  mod  lamentably.     **  Siire,  it  is  very 

*  ralh  and  daring  in  you,**  cried  I,  lay- 

*  ing  hold  of  hiii^  and  aifuming  a  me- 


'  nacing  voice,  **  to  treat  this  yotin^ 
**  lady  after  this  faihion;  and  that  be- 
^*  before  me  tooi**  Monfieur  dc  G— , 

*  little  dreaming  to  have  found  a  fpark 

*  of  ib  much  metal  as  I  appeared,  (for 

*  I  had  cocked  my  hat  over  my  eyes) 

*  drew  back  a  ftep  or  two,  grew  pale, 

<  and  laying  liis  nand  on  his  fword, 

*  told  me,  that  the  wretch  coil  him  dear 

*  enough  to  have  her  all  to  him(elf. 
<<  This  would  have  done  well  enough 
**  fome  years  ago,**  cried  I,  burfting 

*  into  a  fit  of  laughter,  for  I  could  not 

<  conuin  i  <'  but  people  of  your  age  are 
**  (it  for  nothing  but  to  maintain  mif- 
**  treiTes,  and  fuch  young  fellows  as  I, 
«<  to         i  and,  aounds'.A— *'  I  could 

<  hold  out  no  longer  j  my  laughter  fpoil- 

<  ed  all.     Monfieur  De  G--—  knew 

*  me,  and  was  fo  prodisiouAy  frighten- 

*  ed  at  my  prefence,  and  finding  me  (hut 

*  up  with  his  miftrefs,  as  well  as  ioia- 

<  gin  ing  that  I  could  have— He  was 

<  (o  aftoniihed,  I  fay,  that  he  fell  back 

*  into  an  eafy-chair  with  (b  difcopcert* 

<  ed  a  countenance,  that  Julia  ber(elf» 

*  who  knew  not  the  meaning  of  ail  ^s, 

*  nor  the  reafon  of  my    immoderate' 

<  laughter,  could  not  refrain,  in  fpite 

*  of  her  tears,  from  laughing  herlelf. 

*  She  foon  difcovered  the  myltervi  not 

*  only  my  voice  gave  her  a  fufptcion, 

<  but  my  behaviour  to .  Monfieur  De 
«  G— .     I  had  feated  myfelf  on  his 

<  kn^i    in  dead  of  bitter  reproaches, 

*  which  he  might  well  expe6l,  I  ap- 

*  plauded    his  choice  of  ib  amiable  a 

*  perfon   as  Julia,  and   fondly  rallied 

*  him  for  his  cruelty  to  her.     At  I  aft 

<  he  recovered  from  his  furprize ;  and, 

*  mightily  pleaied  to  fee  things  take  this 

*  agreeable  turn,  begged  to  know  the 

*  folution  of  this  buritfque  adventure- 

*  I  related  it  without  dilguife,  and  fi- 

*  niflied  my  narration  by  faying,  that 

<  fo  far  from  difapproying  the  efleem  he 

*  had  for  the  charming  peiTon,  who  had 

*  created  me  fo  much  trouble  and  un- 

*  eafinefs,  I  was  the  firft  to  intreat  his 

*  perfeverance  in  it ;  and  that  I  hoped, 

<  in  conftderation  to  me,  he  never  woul4 

*  withdn^w  it  from  her. 
'  If  what  had  palTed  (b  much  aftonifb- 

<  ed  my  hufband,  it  was  nothing,  my 

<  dear  girl,  in  comparifbn  of  this  re- 

*  queft :  it  was  lieceflary  at  laft  to  eafe 

*  him  of  his  perplexity.    I  made  Julia 

*  repeat  her  ftory  t  (he  told  it  with  new 
'  graces.     She  concluded  with  the  mott 

<  moving  and  reiterated  intreaties,  to  be 
«  drawn. 
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'  drawn  fitun  the  abyft  wherein  (he  was 

*  flunged.    She  interwof  e  her  fuppU- 

<  cations  with  Tuch  piout  and  jult  re* 
'  flediona  on  the  afiair  of  (alvation, 
«  that  Monfieur  De  G—  could  not 

*  help  being  moved.     We  all  cried  in 

*  concert ;  and  the  adventure  terminated 

■  in  a  penfion  for  life,  which  Monfieur 

*  De  G  granted  Julia, /ufficient  to 

<  make  her  eafy  foi  the  reft  of  her  days. 

•  This,  dear  Jenny,*  continued  Ma- 
dame De  G ,  *  is  the  end  of  an  ad- 

*  ture,  on  which,  I  (hall  ever  have  rea- 

■  fon  to  value  myfelf.     Jiilia  relides  al- 

*  ways  in  Paris,  and  leads  the  life  of 
'  an  angel.  I  (ee  her  from  time  to  time : 

*  flie  edifies  me;  my  Ible  pleafure  is  to 

*  be  with  her.     But  the  molt  fuiprizing 

*  thing  is,  that  Monfieur  De  G—  is 

*  entirely  reclaimed  from  women,  and 

*  leads  a  life  of  great  regularity,    for 

*  which  I  (hall  blefs  Heaven  as  long  us 
«  I  have  breath.* 

We  came  in  fight  of  the  village  where 
we  were  to  dine  \ui\  as  Madame  De 

G had  (iniihed  her  (tory .  I  thought 

of  it  as  it  really  was  j  that  is  to  fay,  no 
lels  interetting  than  agreeable.  It  fur- 
iu(hed  many  reflexions  on  necedlty, 
which  occaiions  diforder;  and  on  the 
little  care  thofe  peribns  take  to  find  a 
proper  remedy,  who  by  their  vocation 
and  charge  are  obliged  to  do  it. 

That  very  day  we  arrived  at  Madame 
Dc  G  '  \  feat.  Monfieur  Dc  G 
received  roe  with  the  greatcft  civility.  I 
returned  my  acknowledgments  with  the 
sreater  pleafure,  as  what  I  had  lately 
beard  increafed  my  regard  for  him.  He 
feerocd  to  bear  his  age  much  worfe 
than  his  lady.  I  behaved  with  great 
complaifance.  He  gave  me  to  under- 
ftand  I  ihould  hare  good  company.  I 
'  could  not  conceive  what  he  meant ;  for 
it  muft  be  ob/erved,  he  was  full  as 
myftcrious  as  my  good  Mamma.  De 
G  -,  never  ib  much  as  naming  the 
Marquis  Dc  L.  V. 

After  the  firft  compliments  were  over, 
I  a(ked  after  Chiiliina,  the  lervant  1  i'o 
much  loved,  whom  I  Have  mentioned 
elfewhere;  flie  was  prefent,  and  1  did 
,  not  know  her  again.  She  took  me  a- 
bout  the  neck,  and  thapked  me  very 
obligingly  for  my  kind  remembrance  of 
ber.  1  was  the  more  feniible  of  it,  be- 
cauie  the  inilance  her  miftrefs  had  given 
me  of  her  virtue  rendered  her  the  moi-e 
anisble  and  dearer  (o  me. 
Thqr  had  cbndufled  me  to  the  apart* 


m^t  defigncd  me.  where  I  was  chaar- 
ing  my  deaths,  when  Madame  Dt 
G— ,  who  had  left  me,  came  to  know 
if  I  was  ready  to  fee  fome  company  jaft 
arrived.  I  anfwered  by  rifmg  and  meet* 
ing  the  old  marquis,  who  entered  the 
room,  acconapanied  by  Moniieur  De 
G— ,  his  (on,  and  Saint  FaL  The 
colour  came  into  my  face  t  I  little  ex- 
pected fo  ceremonious  a  vi(it.  The  old 
marquis  complimented  me  upon  having 
recovered  of  my  (icknefs  handfomer  fhaa- 
ever,  as  he  was  pleafcd  to  fa  v.  As  for 
my  lover,  it  was  far  otherwi(e,  he  eould 
fcarce  be  known  again .  The  minute  he 
faw  me,  he  ftepped  back,  whifpered 
Saint  Fal,  and  lield  up  his  finger,  as 
much  as  to  fay,  is  it  thus  you  put  your 
tricks  upon  me  f 

I  returned  the  old  marquis  compli- 
ment for  compliment,  and  wi(hed  him 
joy  upon  his  good  looks.  Theconver- 
fation  turned  tor  a  minute  apon  our  paft 
ficknefs.  The  old  marquis  rallied  his 
fon  on  his  being  fo  mauled.  This  point 
concerned  me :  I  could  not  help  taking 
bis  part  myfelf,  faying,  I  thought  him 
the  fame  as  ever;  to  which  he  made 
no  other  anfwer  than  a  bow.  His  father 
replied,  that  partial  eyes  faw  always  fa- 
vourably, and  that  he  was  not  at  all 
furprized  at  it. 

Silence  enfued,  becaufe  the  old  mar- 
quis was  mute,  and  (eemed  recollected 
within  himfelf.  I  trembled,  and  knew 
not  what  to  think'  of  it  ^  but  it  was  iboii 
broke.  My  lover^s  father  alked  Mon- 
fieur De  G  if  he  had  given  orders 
that  we  (hould  not  be  interrupted ;  to 
which  being  anfwered  in  the  affirmative, 
he  faid,  '  It  is  well.*  Then  cafting  hia 
eyes  on  me,  fpoke  as  follows. 

*  It  is  high  time,  dear  Jenny,  to  put 

*  an  end  to  your  troubles,  and  to  crown 

*  your  virtue  1  you  certainly  merit  a 
'  fortune  fupcrior  to  that  which  you 
<  are  on  the  point  of  enjoying :  this  I 

*  have  been  long  convinced  ot,  and  ycu 

*  are  accordingly  dear  to  me^  but  with 
'  all  your  good  qualities,  I  (hould  never 

*  have  decided  in  your  favour  oi|t  of 

*  motives  of  convenience,  and  fuch  as 
*■  regard  mc  pei  Ibnally,  had  it  not  been 
'  for  the  pioufs  you   have  given  me  of 

*  your    elcvHtcfl     fentimenis.       Thelc 

*  proofs  have  bren  hitherto  a  mylter)"^ 
^  and  I  wiii  Hrit  of  all  explain  ic  to  y9u% 

*  I  knew  the  pillion  you  had  for  my 

*  fon,  as  well  as  the  excefs  of  his  fo- 

*  wards  you.     It  would  hnVc  been  too 

*  great 
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grMt  a  (kcrifice  in  ineto  have  approv* 
td  of  your  mutual  flame,  without  ztt ' 
alTorance  of  your  being  both  worthy  of 
St.  What  means  did  f  emfxloy  to  find 
that  out?  Whj,  I  gave  you. both  an 
opportunity  of  (aerilicing  that  palTion 
to  me,  which  from  it^s  birth  created 
me  To  much  uneafineb. 
<  I  woald  feitiefy  myfelf  by  a  trial  a- 
rifmg  from  my  fon^s  bean,  whether  he 
deftnred  I  ftiould  forget  my  own  rank 
and  pttblick  cenAwe  out  of  complat- 
lance  to  him  j  and  whether  I  was  be- 
loved by  him  fufficiently  to  yield  up 
to  'me  ail  that  was  moft  dear  to  him 
in  the  world.  <<  If  I  difcover  in  my 
fon,"  faid  I  to  myfelf,  contriving  the 
nneans  that  were  to  convince  me, 
that  he* loves  me  well  enough  to  re- 
nounce what  he  doats  on,  then  he 
defervcs  I  (hould  confent  to  his  hap-. 
pinefs.'* 

«  What  1  am  going  to  fay,  will 
furprize  you,  Jenny*'  continued  he," 
when  you  call  to  mind  all  the  fteps  I 
have  ttemed  to  take  to  gain  your  fa- 
vour, and  the  propofals  I  made  to 
marry  you :  but  do  not  be  deceived  j 
it  was  but  to  try  yourchara^trrto  the 
bottom,  and  whether  a  fortune  in  pre- 
sent viras  capable  of  tempting  your  va- 
nity. Youne  people  are  To  often  en* 
fnared  by  obje^s,  artful  in  bringing 
about  tlieir  own  ends,  that  I  would 
not  fuflRer  ray  fon  to  run  the  ri(k  of  re- 
penting his  having  given  himfelf  up 
to  fuch  a  one:  it  is  for  that  reafon  I 
watched  you  fo  narrowly,  and  en- 
deavoured by  all  poilibie  means  to 
difcover  the  inmoft  receffcs  of  your 
heart. 

*  I  have  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with 
my  difcoveries  in  your  regard;  but 
this  was  not  fufficient  to  determine 
mci  I  wanted  to  know  what  difpofi- 
tion  my  fon  was  in  j  and  if  Forfan 
had  not  informed  ras  where  you  was 
hid,  I  (hould  have  begun  by  obliging 
my  fon  to  difcover  you,  and  to  deliver 
you  into  my  hands.  Had  I  prevailed, 
I  ihould  have  been  fatisfiedj  I  (hould 
have  faved  both  of  you  the  many  ha- 
xards  you  have  run  t  but  Heaven;  that 
has  puni(hed  my  prefumption  in  en- 
deavouring to  fathom,  like  itfelf,  the 
heart  of  man,  after  (hewing  me  the 
danger  my  fon  incurred,  has  been 
pleaied  to  reftore  him  to  me,  and  pre- 
feive  a  treafure  for  him,  with  vi^hich 


bis  life  was  wound  up,  and  whith  was 
ever  defHned  to  be  his. 

*  To  compafs  my  e«rds,  dear  Jenny, 
that  fit  bf  iicknefs,  which  to  every  orie 
appeared  to  be  real    ■  ■■*    *   How  !* 

cried  my  lover,  kiflinghis  father^s  hand  a 
the  cruel  condition  in  'which  I  f^w 
you,  which  theWholetown  talked  of, 
was  it  nothing  but  a  feint  ?* — *  Vcs, 
fon,*  replied  the  marquis, '  it  was  all 
a  pretence.  But  let  roe  go  on,  every 
thing  (hall  be  made  clear. 
'  It  was  not  difficult  for  me,*  con- 
tinued this  artful  nobleman,  *  to  a^ 
the  part  in  queftion.  My  (ervants 
know  my  humour,  and  that  I  will  be 
obeyed,  and  never  forgive  indifcreet 
talk.  Forfan,  whom  I  had  taken  a- 
gain  on  account  of  the  (ervice  he  had 
done  me,  wsis  let  into  the  fecret,  two 
valets  de  chambre,  and  my  furgeon. 
As  thefe  are  the  only  people  that  ap- 
proach us,  it  was  no  hard  m'ttter, 
with  their  afiiflance,^  to  make  the  fa- 
roily  believe  whatever  i  pleafed.  Such 
was  the  myflery.  My  fon  has  flicwn 
himfelf  worthy  of  what  he  is  ;  he  ge- 
nerouflyfacrificed  what  wasmoft  dear 
to  him,  to  preferve  his  father's  life, 
I  was  as  much  moved  with  this  facri- 
fice,  as  I  admired  your  complaifance 
for  my  fon.  That  day,  when  Nature 
prevailed  over  your  generous  refolu- 
tion,  was  I  about  to  reward  you: 
you  were  then  going  to  be  united.  One 
minute  later  my  A>n  had  taken  the  < 
place  I  feemed  to  occupy.  Your  faint- 
mgaway, Omy  dear  Jenny!  prevented 
this  ftroke,  premeditated  with  fi>  much 
pleafure.  How  much  did  I  repent, 
from  the  dread- of  lofing  you  both,  ray 
not  difcovering  myfrlf  fooncr  I 

*  But  Heaven,  whom  I  have  implored 
fo  much  in  your  behalf,*  continued 

the  worthy  marquis,  *  by  reftoring  you 
to  me,  puts  it  in  my  power  to  fini(h 
>*hat  I  have  begun. ->— Approach,  my 
dear  fon/  cried  the  marquis,  rifing 

and  taking  me  by  the  hand.  '  Be  hap- 
py ;  I  give  you  Jenny :  making  you 
this  prefent,  I  reckon  I  once  more 
giv€  you   life!*     Pronouncing  thcle 

words,  he  feemed  to  melt.     We  both 

fell  at  his  feet.  I.  w3«  lb  feized,  fo  over- 

J'oyed,  fo  full  of  I  know  not  what,  that 
[  can  *no  way  explain  the  true  (late  £• 
was  in.  The-  marquis  himfelf  dropped 
a  tear$  Monfieur  afod  Madame  De 
G— — ,  and  Saint  Fal,  joining  in  this 
•  af«aii»fr 
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afle&lqg  fcexve.    Afvr  fome  momenu 
filuicc^  tb^  marqoii  made  vt9  rife  and 
take  oar  places,  then  contkued  thus. 
'  If  you  are  fatisEed,  mf  dear  chll- 

*  dren»  truly  I  am  not  lefs  fo  myfelfi 

*  but  thU  is  not  always  fufficienti  de- 

*  cency  muft  be  obferved.  I  haire  taken 
«  my  mwfurcs  So  well,  that  the  w^rld 
'  ftiall  be'for  ever  ignorant  of  the  seal 

*  origin  of  my  dau|^r-in-law.     I  do 

*  not  meation  this  to  humble  herj  (be 

*  is  |;reater  by  her  virtue  and  fine  ^ua- 
'  liAcations  tn^n  a  vain  birth  can  make 
'  her :   but,  confideriog  what  flaves  w« 

*  are  to  prejudice^  I  thought  I  might 

*  lawfully  employ  an  innocent  ftrata- 

*  gem  to  impoAt  mpon  thofe   of  my 

<  rank.     Jenny  (hall  appear  well  borni 

*  and,  notwithftanding  they  bid  the 
'  banns  this  day  in  her  village,  I  have 
'  contrived  matters  fo  that  they  can<« 
"  not  difcover  my  fecret* 

« In  ftnc,  evenr  thing  is  ready  for  th^ 

*  celebration  or  a  marriaee  fo  much 

*  de(jred  :  the  contra£^  you  noth  figned, 

*  and  which  coft  fo  many  tears,  will 
«  fertc ;    it  is  drawn  in  your  names. 

*  Thus,  my  dear  child,'  faid  the  old 
marquis  to  roe,  fmiling,  *  you  Set  that 

*  the  uncafmefs  you  then  expre/Ted  for 

*  the  noarquis,  and  which  I  amu-ovedf 

<  was  vtrithout  foundation.  1)0  not 
'  you  remember  I  told  you  we  (hould 

*  be  all  fitisfied  ?  ^avc  1  deceived  you  ? 
*  It  remains  that  I  inform  you,'  con- 
tinued my  lover's  father,  addreHTing 
himfelf  to  me,  to  make  every  thing 
clear,  '  that  not  being  determined  whi> 

*  tker  to  carry  you,  X  had  rccourfe  to 

*  rey  old  friends,  Monfieur  and  Ma- 
'  dame  Ds  G-   ■   ■,  as  perfons  on  whom 

*  I  might  depend.  I  knew  the  obhga- 
'  tions  you  lay  under  to  them,  and  that 

<  idea  feemed  fo  fuitable,  that  I  went 
'  immediatelyand  acquainted  them  with 

*  the  affair,  recommending  fecrcfy.  I 
'  was  very  apprehenfive  of  it's  taking 
'  airj  after  cauGng  fo  much  diftrefs, 

*  and  being  the  author  of  fo  much 
'  care  and  anxitty  tothefe  poor  chil- 

<  dren,  I  thought  it  but  juft  to  referve 

*  to  myfelf  the  charming  fatisfaf^ion 

*  of  bemg  the  (irft  to  inform  them  of 

*  their  happinefs.' 

Thus  did  the  old  marquis  finifh  this 
delightful  harangue :  it  renewed  our 
marks  of  acknowledgment.  Mv  heart 
was  full  J  but  I  durft  not  give  fuch  live- 
ly proofs  of  it  as  my  lover  :  he  threw 
'^mfclf  twenty  times  at  his  feet|  kiifcd 


his  hands  as  Qften«  a^d  (poke  to  bin  in 
.the  tendered  and  fonckft  manner.  Afv 
ter  a  proper  time  %ent  ia  theft  tranf** 
ports,  the  old  marquis  told  me  my  fa- 
ther and  motber  were  come  i  that  he  had 
fent  for  them*  in  order  to  aiift.at  th^ 
celebration  of  my  nuptials  j  but  that  I 
was  to  give  them  to  under ftand  that 
tbey  were  to  return  no  more  to  tkKir 
cottage,  it  being  of  the  laft  confeq^yest^t 
in  the  meafures  he  had  taken  for  coo* 
eealing  who  I  was.     «  Tbey  (hall  lofe 

*  nothing  by  t be  bargain,'  faid  he  t^ 
me  fmilinff.  <  I  give  you  my  eftate  df 

*  F— ^  A——,  which  is  a  huAdj^ed 

*  leagues  off,  (it  yields  twenty  thou« 

*  fand  livres  a  year^)    you  (hall  live 

*  there  with  them  and  your  hu(baodt 
'  till  I  think  proper  to  have  you  nearer 

*  me.  Your  father  and  mother  (haU 
'  remain  there,  and  be  lords  and  ma- 
'  fktrt  I  this  will  make  amends  for  the 
'  lofs  of  their  own  country.  Vou  will 
<  have  time  enough  to  inAruft  them  im 

*  the  journey  how  they  muft  behave/ 
It  is  not  difficult  to  alfume  an  air  of 
eafe»  when  one  is  fo  effeaually.  How 
fenfible  was  I  of  ib  much  goodnefs  1 
Should  I  endeavour  to  exprefs  it,  the 
talk  would  be  cndlefs. 

Hitherto  I  never  had  an  opportunity 
of  owning  to  the  old  marquis  that  Bar- 
bara   was   my  auntj    I   aid  it  now. 

*  Well,  fo  much  the  better,'  continued 
that  dear  and  worthy  father  of  my  lover, 
'  we  (hall  render  one  more  perfon  happy.* 

The  old  maj-quis  informed  us  mcae- 
over,  (for  every  thing  cannot  be  faid  at 
once)  that  he  had  only  brought  with 
him  and  retained  in  his  fervice  thofe 
who  attended  him  in  Iiis  pretended  (ick*- 
n^fsi  and  as  for  all  the  reft,  he  had 
taken  others  in  their  room,  to  prevent 
any  difcovery.  Me  added,  that  he  had 
difmifled  Forfan,  knowing  he  was  not 
agreeable  to  me )  (how  good  was  this 
ot  him  I)  but  that  he  had  provided  fo 
well  for  him,  that  he  would  have  no 
reafon  to  complain.  • 

My  joy  was  too  great  to  admit  of  any 
refentment.  I  interceded  for  Forfan  with 
fo  much  earneftnefs,  that  he  might  par- 
take of  the  common  joy,  as  obtained  his 
readn^iflion.  His  behaviour  ever  after 
gave  me  fatisfa^ion. 

Madame  De  G ,  finding  aU  was 

faid,  propo(ed  going  to  fuppert  Every 
one  was  willing  enough.  Nothipp  gives 
a  better  appetite  than  joy.  It  w|!l  he 
daftly  imagined,  neither  the  marquis  nor 
Co  1  wanted 
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I  wanted  a  ftomach.  At  table  I  could 
read  impatience  in  his  eyes.  Muft  I 
bluih  to  own  I  ftelt  the  fame  emotion  ? 
I  was  certainly  ezcnleable.  Befides,  I 
was  in  continual  dread  of  fome  unfore- 
ieen  event  which  might  cruih  all  mj 
hopes,  I  had  experienced  Co  many  dif- 
appointmentSy  that  I  was  habituated  to 
expeft  no  day  could  pafs  without  them} 
but  I  was  miftaJcen  :  every  thing  has 
it*s  time  |  ill  fortune  itfelf  will  at  laft 
be  weary  of  perfecuting  us. 

The  moment  fupper  was  done,  I 
ilew  to  my  apartment,  and  locked  my- 
felf  op  with  Barbara,  my  father  and 
mother.  I  immediately  fell  at  their  feet^ 
owning  myfelf  their  daughter  and  niece, 
and  a  (king  pardon  for  my  not  difcover* 
ing  myrelf  fooner }  alledeing  the  rea- 
Tons  of  it  in  a  (hoit  but  fuccin^i  man- 
ner. The  reader  muft  imagine  their  fur- 
prize  and  tranfports.  They  cried  for 
foy,  when  I  acquainted  them  with  the 
nappinefs  defigned  for  me.  My  mo- 
ther, preiling  my  cheeks  to  hef  s,  fome- 
times  cried  out,  *  God  be  praifedT 
Then  again,  *  I  always  told  you,  ttuf- 
'  band,  ihe  would  prove  a  good'  girl  !* 
Our  time  was  too  mort  to  be  employed 
in  thefe  mutual  endearments:  I  told 
them  in  two  words  what  was  intended 
for  them)  then  propofed  to  my  dear 
aunt,  who  could  fcarce  perfuade  herfelf 
I  was  her  niece,  either  to  follow  me,  or 
'  return  to  her  beloved  village ;  offering 
her  my  father^s  houfc,  and  to  buy  a 
piece  of  land  to  it.  '  No,  no,*  faid  (he 
very  houeftly,  *  I  am  for  no  village 
«  where  you  are  not  to  be,  ray  dear 

*  niece,  nnce  Providence  will  have  me 

*  to  call  you  fo.    Your  fecret  would  be 

<  well  kept,  truly,  were  I  to  return  to 

<  my  village !    To  be  plain  with  you, 
'  I  fliould  hunt  out  every  goflip  in  the 


'  place,  beginning  with  Mr.  Curate, 
'  to  be  fure,  as  our  betters  muft  be 
<  ferved  firft.  I  am  old  Tell-tmtb.* 
I  could  not  forbear  fmiling  at  her  fim- 
plicity  i  neverthelefs,  I  intreated  her  to 
oe  on  her  guard  for  my  fake.  Her  an- 
fwer  was,  that  I  had  nothing  to  fear 
whilft  (he  was  out  of  her  own  village, 
as  I  had  experienced  from  the  time  I 
had  lived  with  her. 

During  this,  fomebody  knod&ed  at 
the  door:  it  was  the  impatient  mar- 

3uis.  *  Every  thine  is  ready,*  faid  he 
irough  the  key-hole ;  •  they  wait  for 
«  you.'  The  door  being  opened,  he 
caught  noe  round  the  neck,  and  kifled 
me  fo  eagerly,  that  I  blufhed  very 
much.  '  Nay,*  cried  he,  *  you  mu(t 
*  not  be  angry  now.*  Saying  this,  he 
embraced  my  father,  mother,  and  aunt, 
with  great  tendemefs,  calling  them  by 
their  names,  and  concluded  with  faying 
to  me,  <  What  is  it  we  ftay  for  V  His 
abrupt  impatience  made  me  fmilej  and 
I  followed  him  with  a  light  heart  to  the 
church,  where  every  thing  was  ready 
to  unite  us  for  ever. 

In  fine,  we  were  married.  What 
did  not  follow  from  that  cbarmine  cere- 
mony ?  I  am  (ilent ;  it  is  fufficient  to 
(ay,  that  it  is  ever  frelh  in  my  memory, 
laeold  marquis's  fchemewas  followed 
to  a  tittle.  Our  carriage  occafioned  va- 
rious fpeculations }  but  they  occafioned 
no  imprefiion  on  the  marquis  or  me, 
entirely  taken  up  with  promotiug  our 
own  happinefs.  Two  Tons  and  a  daugh- 
ter were  the  fruit  of  our  mutual  loves. 
Amidft  the  great  world,  my  family  em- 
ploys all  my  time;  there  centers  my 
happinefs.  My  hufband,  ever  tender, 
complaifant,  'and  fond  t  Can  I  con- 
clude with  a  more  endearing  and  in- 
terefting  ciixumftance  ? 
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TO      HER,     GRACE 


THE 


DUCHESS    OF    NORTHUMBERLAND. 


Madam, 

HAD  your  grace  been  only  a  Duchefs,  the  aathor  of  theft  little 
Tolumes  had  fooght  fome  other  patronage,  and  declined  to  pay 
that  refped  to  ydor  rank  which  he  now  addreiTes  to  your  virtues*  Hii 
book.  Madam,  is  intended  to  fapport  the  intercft  of  morality,  and  is 
Qot  dedicated  to  your  grace  becaafe  you  are  one  of  the  greateft,  but 
becaufe  you  are  one  of  the  beft  characters  in  England. 

He  will  not,  however,  to  do  an  unneceflaryjuftice  to  the  excellence 
of  your  grace's  heart,  give  a  real  wound  to  the  delicacy  of  your  fenti- 
meats.  There  is  a  generous  inconfiftency  in  exalted  minds ;  and  thofe 
are  always  mod  averfe  to  receive  the  tribute  of  praife  who  are  always 
moft  folicitous  to  deferve  it. 

On  thefe  accounts.  Madam,  the  author  of  Louisa  Mil  dm  ay, 
though  he  has  fo  ample  a  field  for  encomium,  avoids  the  cuftomary 

ftrata 


iv  DEDICATION: 

llrain  of  dedication;   and   yet    he  fears   you  will  gain   bot  verf 
little  by  bis  caution  in   this   refpefby,    iince  the   whole  world  will 
be  loud  in  it's  admiration  of  your  grace^  notwithftanding  the  filcnce^ 
of  your  grace's 


Mod  devoted  and 


noft  humble  fervant. 


M^^Tnfe  HUGH    KELLY. 
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LETTER      I. 

<Ift  ROBERT  HAROLD  TO  CHARLES 
MELMOTH,   ES<^ 

DEAR  CHARLES, 

'•v^*^  OU  defire  roe  to  be  very 
♦  T  particular  during  my  ftay 

7^  Y  if  at  fiathy  in  giving  you  an 
|f  \  account  of  the  gsdlantries 

^^/^*^r  carried  on  at  this  cele- 
brated theatre  6f  pleafunr) 
as  if  there  could  be  any  thing  in  the 
cuftomary  round  of  amour,  fu^ciently 
inteirefting  to  a  man  of  fenfe  j  or,  as  if 
I, had  nothing  in  nature  to  do  but  to 
play  the  impertinent  Argus  upon  all  my 
acquaintance,  merely  to  have  the  mighty 
plnfure  of  writing  incelTantly  to  th^ 
worfliipful  Charles  Mel  moth,  Efq.  and 
no  other  inclination,  but  to  feait  that 
philofophick  fenfualift  with  dories  of 
contented  cuckolds  and  perfidious  lovers, 
together  with  the  long  lift  of  romantick 
girls,  who  place  the  warmth  of  their 
conftitation  to  the  account  of  deftiny, 
and  kindly  curfc  the  poor  ftars  when- 
ever their  Strephons  become  forfeited. 

Indeed,  Charles,   I  have  too  much 
bufinefs  on  my  own  Hands,  to  trouble 

myfelf  with  the  affairs  of  other  people^ 
therefore,  unlefs  you  are  determined  to 
h«  (atitfied  with  fuch  cafual  mtrigues 
^  I  engage  is  aayfelf/  my  corre^oa* 


dence  will  be  fcarccly  worth  reading  (• 
a  fellow  of  your  eternal  curiofity.  That 
this,  however,  may  not  difpirit  you 
too  much,  you  may  recoIle£k  what  a 
propcnfity  I  have  to  be  particular  with 
every  woman  who  is  fool  enough  to 
admit  of  my  familiarity.  Therefore,  in 
this  precious  fpot,  as  there  is  likelihood 
enough  of  employment,  you  may  now 
and  then,  probably,  receive  Tome  ac- 
counts fufhciently  interefting  to  keep 
you  from  yawning  in  your  great  chair 
after  dinner;  a  cuftom  which  wiU  at 
laft  make  you  (hare  the  fate  of  the  fa- 
mous Charles  Johnfon,  who,  if  we 
may  credit  Mr.  Pope,  fell  an  abfolute 
martyr  to  obefity. 

I  was  interrupted  in  my  letter  by  a 
card  from  Ifady  Haverdiam,  defiring 
me  to  be  at  tea  in  the  afternoon  \  aoc^ 
intimating  that  there  were  fome  very 
handfomc  young  ladies  to  pafs  the  even- 
ing with  her:  an  inducement  which» 
Ihe  faid,  would  fee u re  her  the  pleafure 
of  my  company  j  for  ihe  juitiy  enough 
obfcrved,  that  the  circumltance  of  hci' 
being  my  fifter  might  render  me  other- 
wife  indifferent  about  the  invitation. 
You  know  well  enough,  Melmoth,  what 
pains  I  always  take  in  the  decoration  of 
my  out  fide ;  and  you  have  a  thoufand 
times  fworn  that  I  am  the  moft  egre- 
gious coxcomb  in  the  kingdom.  Per- 
haps I  am  5  and  yet,  between  ourfelves, 
X  have  always  found  thU  coxcombry  of 
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mfinitt  fyrvkef  tmt  01^  aiaong  llie 
vfomax,  but  amann  the  verjr  men»  high- 
ly foever  as  the  generality  of  them  ieem- 
cd  todefpiie  an  attention  to  the  eb- 
gance  of  extemalt.    How  often  have  I 
chuckled,  when  you  and  I  walked  to- 
gether in  the  ftreets,  (you  in  a  rufty 
black  frocky  and  I  perhaps  in  a  magni- 
ficent fuit  of  embroidery)  to  fee,  not- 
withftanding  all  your  contempt  of  drefs, 
with  what  an  unceafing  afliduity  you 
kept  hold  of  m^  arm,  and  endeavoujed, 
upon  the  ment  of  your  companion's 
coat,  to  be  thought  a  man  ot  confe- 
quence  by  the  vulsar.    In  proportion 
to  the  (habbinefs  of  your  own  appear- 
ance»  you  thoogbc  yourfelf  obliged  to 
mak«  a  benefit  of  mine}   and,   how 
frequently  have  you  fwelled  up  with  an 
air  of  the  moft  confcious  importance, 
when  fome  (hopkeeperhasQbrerved,with 
an  audible  voice,   that  there  was  no 
doubt,   for  all   the  ruftinefs  of  your 
coat,  but  that  you  were  fomebody,  or 
^ou  would  never  be  fo  familiar  with  To 
welldreffed  agentleman.  Ah,  Mclmdth, 
Melmoth !  you  philofophers  are  aflu- 
ated  as  much  by  vanity  as  the  moft 
mincing  fopling  in  the  univerfe.    Your 
very  contempt  of  appearance  is  the  ab- 
folute  refult  of  your  pride,  though  you 
would  willingly  put  it  down  as  the  con- 
fequence  of  your  fenfe,  or  the  efFe£l  of 
your  humility  J  and  I  am  perfeftly  fa- 
tisfied  that  Diogenes  in  his  tub  was  fifty 
times  a  greater  coxcomb  than  Alexan- 
der, though  the  puppy  ridiculoully  af- 
fected to  look  down  on  the  conqueror 
of  tlie  world,  and  miftook  for  an  ex- 
alted emanation  of  foul  what  was  no- 
thing but  a  defpicable  fally  of  imper- 
tinence.    All  this,  Charles,   you  will 
poflibly  fay,  is  very  true,  but  at  the  fame 
time  I  am  rather  apprehenijve  you  will 
tell  me  it  is  very  dull   alio.      I  (haU 
therefore  confult  your  amufement  in 
preference  to  your  inftru£lion,  and  for 
once  fuffer  fober  fentiment  to  make  room 
for  flimfy  narrative. 

Well,  then,  about  feveii  o'clock  I 
dreffed  myfelf  in  a  very  elegant  fuit  of 
blue  velvet  embroidered  withfilver,  and 
went  in  a  chair  to  my  fifter  Haver- 
iham*s,  where  I  found  a  large  company 
of  both  fexes  ;  and  in  juflice  to  the  in- 
timatjon  contained  in  her  card,  I  muft 
acknowledge  that  I  never  faw  a  groape 
of  handfomer  women  in  my  life.  One 
•in  particular  engaged  my  urmoft  atten- 
jUoDj  whom  I  fooQ  found  to  be  LouiHl 


Mildmay  of  Oxferdfliiie,  tkt  c^- 
brated  toaft,  vho^  though  no  more  than 
twenty-one,  has  made  the  whole  couoty 
atboufiKid  tiaes  dnsnk  j  and  occailoh- 
ed  fbur  duds,  iir  which  two  hot-headed 
blockheads  were  actually  killed,  and  a 
third  fodifabled  by  a  wound  in  his  hip, 
as  to  be  doomed  for  life  to  crutches  and 
repentance. 

As  I  had  often  heard  of  this  young 
lady's  beau^,  and  was  moreover  told 
that  flie  affected  an  infenfibility  to  the 
moil  engaging  efforts  of  gallantry,    I 
refolved  to  exert  my  utmoft  abilities 
in  hopes  of  making  fome  little  irapref- 
'  (ion  on  her  bofom  $  as  I  confidered  that 
it  would  greatly  add  to  mycharafler 
among  the  women  if  I  cotmt  paiUbly 
fuccecd  with  one  who  was  look^l  upon 
by  both  fexes  with  an  equal  mixture  of 
envy  and  admiration.      Actuated   bjr 
thrs  motive,  my  bufinefs  was  to  work 
upon  her  pride  without  exciting  her  re- 
fentment}  and  to  (hew  that,  irrefiftible 
as  (he  had  hitherto  proved,  there  vtras  one 
man  who  could  neverthelefs  behold  her 
with  indifference.  I  therefore  behaved  to 
her  with  all  the  politenefs  of  the  moft 
diftant  civility,  white  I  fung,  chatted, 
and  romped  with  little  Harriot  Townly  | 
and  paid,  in  (hort,  a  much  greaterdegree 
of  attention  to  every  other  woman  in  the 
room.    The  women,  all  highly  delight- 
ed with  the  preference  which  was  thus 
given  them  by    a  well-drefled  \young 
Fellow,  with  a  title  and  a  laige  eftate,  in 
a  manner  devoured  me :  Hairiet  Town- 
ly in  particular  hung  about  me  the 
whole  evening;  an(!),  was  it  not  for  the 
regard  which  I  entertain  for  her  bro« 
ther,  I  do  not  know  how  far  1  might 
be  tempted  to  carry  my  civilities. 

As  I  was  by  much  the  beft  drefled, 
and,  without  any  compliment  to  my* 
felf,  by  much  the  likelieft  fellow  in  the 
room,  Louifa  could  not  fee  this  palpa- 
ble negle6l  of  her  beauty  without  the 
moft  fenfible  mortification ;  accuftomed 
to  be  worfhipped  as  a  kind  of  divinity 
wherever  (he  appeared,  it  was  a  moft 
diftrefling  circumftance  to  find  her  in- 
feriors in  beauty  treated  with  a  prefe- 
rable degree  of  refpeft ;  and,  probably, 
fuppoHng  that  I  (hould  have  fallen  an  - 
inftant  conqueft,  like  a  number  of  othei-s, 
tlie  difappointment  doubled  her  chagrin ; 
and  I  could  eafjiy  perceive  that  (lie  catt 
feveral  glances  of  a  mingled  anger  and 
contempt  at  your  poor  fncnd,  as  if  (be 
equally  faw  through  my  pvrpofe  and 
defpifcd 
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de^ifed  it.  Be  this  however  as  it  inay» 
1  retired  earW,  to  ^ve  the  ladies  an  op- 
pbrtunity  of  talking  about  me;  and 
the  next  morning  went  to  breakfaft  at 
IfSiiy  i)aYer(ham*s,  on  purpofe  to  heai- 
from  ray  fifter,  what  Was  faid  after  my 
deponure  the  preceding  evening. 

J^ing  (hewn  up,  who  ihould  I  fee, 
to  my  very  great  furprize,  at  the  tea- 
table,  but  Mlfs  Louifa !  ihe  was  alope 
y^lfk  my  fift'er,  and  Teemed  fomewhat 
confu&d  at  my  appearance:  all  this* 
you  know,  had  a  verv  good  (ign,  and 
gave  me  an  additional  caufe  topurfue  a 
plan  of  operation  which  already  wore 
to  plaulibie  a  face  of  fuccefs.  I  there- 
fore bowed  with  the  coldeft  air  of  re- 
fyc&l  andy  with  an  inattention  not  al- 
together the  moft  mannerly,  entered 
into  fome  trifling  difcourfe  with  my 
£fter,  fcarcely  ever  opening  my  lips  to 
Loaifa,  though  fhe  kindly  encouraeed 
nie*  by  fome  occaiional  fmiles  at  what 
I  faid,  to  make  her  a  party  in  the  con- 
yerfaiion.  Guefling  pretty  clearly  that, 
if  I  took  Riy  leave,  I  fhould  have  fome- 
thing  wtMth  liftening  to  in  the  afternoon, 
I  Allied  the  women  a  fi;ood  morning, 
and  west  away  with  tellmg  Lady  Ha- 
Terfham,  that  I  ihould  poflibly  call  in 
on  her  before  I  went  home  to  drefs. 

As  you  have  heard  fo  much  about 

Mils  Mildmay,  Charles,  I  (hall  now 

proceed  to  do  what  I  ought  to  have 

done  fomewhat  fuoner  ;  that  is,  to  give 

you  a  defcnption  of  her  perfon,  and  an 

account  of  ner  family.    With  rceard 

to  the  lirfl,  (he  is  to  the  full  as  tall  as 

Mrs.  Yates  of  Drnry  Lane  theatre,  and 

has  a  fenfibiiity  of  countenance,  which 

we  hardly  ever  meet  where  features  are 

furpriziiigly  regular.    Her  eyes  are  full, 

black,  and  langiii/hing ;  her  hair  is  as 

black  as  her  eyes  5  and,  from  the  pre- 

fent  mode  of  drclfing,    ap]^ar8  to  fo 

much  advantage,  that,  was  (he  pofTefTed 

of   no  other  perfonal    attractions,    it 

would  be  almoft  fufficient  to  procure 

hcf  a  crowd  of  admirers  :  her  forehead 

•s  finely  open^  and  inconceivably  white  5 

ad  the  two  cxguifite  arches,  which  are 

>rmcd  by  her  brows,  give  fuch  a  dig- 

lity  to  her  looks,  that  none  but  an  im- 

)udt:nt  fellow  like  m yfelf  could  poflibly 

ce  her  without  an  mftant  veneration. 

Is  to  her  mouth,   I   never  faw  any 

iing  Co  raviihing  j  the  rofy  ripenefs  of 

»c  Hps,  whiie  it  captivates  the  eye,  re- 

ifives  additional  beauties  from  the  de- 

ckfu  poutingneTs  of  their  formation} 


they  rife,  Charl^,  with  an  equal  charm 
both  to  the  (ight  and  touch,  and  feem 
no  lefs  calculated  to  excite  emotion 
than  to  reward  it.  Her  teeth  are  re- 
markably  even,  but  they  have  not  that 
milky  wnitencfs  which  I  have  obferved 
in  beauties  of  lefs  eminence :  they  have 
to  me,  however,  a  colour  which  ex« 
ceeds  it  j  they  have  a  certain  pearlinefs, 
fo  uncommonly  clear,  that  you  can  in  a 
manner  fee  through  them ;  and  this  I 
fancy  is  not  only  ncareil  to  the  genuine  . 
caft  of  Nature,  but  the  beft  defigned  alfo 
for  duration.  Louifa  is  one  of  thofe  de- 
lightfully formed  women,  whom  a  muf- 
felman  in  a  phrenay  of  devotion  would 
luppofe  to  be  a  daughter  of  paradife. 
With  the  niceft  harmony  of  proportion, 
there  is  a  voluptuous  fle/hinefs  through 
her  perfon,  which  keeps  Imagination 
continually  on  fire,  and  would  kindle 
the  bofom  of  an  anchorite  into  an  inftant 
flame  of  fenfuality.  Some  people,  when 
they  talk  of  beauties,  prepofteroufly 
fuppofe  that  a  fine  woman  mult  be  fcarce* 
ly  fatter  than  the  figure  of  Time  over 
the  monument  of  General  Harsrave  § 
for  my  own  part,  J  am  fond  of  fome 
fleih  about  tne  bones,  Charles;  and 
would  even,  of  the  two  evils,  rather 
pay  my  addre(res  to  an  Egyptian  mum- 
my, than  to  an  abfolute  fkeleton.  Mifa 
Mildmayi  however,  fo  far  from  fuffer- 
ing  the  leaft  difadvantage  through  this 
plenitude  of  perfon,  acquires  new 
charms  from  it;  it  gives  a  majefly 
to  her  air  which  befpeaks  your  vene- 
ration, and  blends  alt  the  elevation  of 
dignity  with  all  the  tendernefs  of  love. 
Add  to  this,  that  there  is  a  fomething 
in  the  very  tone  of  her  voice  which  in- 
dicates the  woman  of  condition,  and 
gives  you  a  fuppofition  of  rank^before 
you  receive  the  moil  diftant  account  of 
her  family. 

As  to  ner  family,  it  is  not  more  an- 
cient thnn  refpeflable.  She  reckona 
among  her  anceflors  on  the  father's 
fide,  the  great  Sir  Philip  Sidney }  and 
her  mother  is  defcended  from  a  branch 
of  the  immortal  Hampden,  who  fo 
relolutely  oppufed  the  infamous  oppref- 
fions  of  that  rapacious  tj'rant  Cnarles 
the  Fiiit.  Her  father  poffefres,  at  pre- 
fent,  a  good  four  thoufand  pounds  a 
year  ;  her  only  brother  has  a  company 
in  the  guards,  and  is  univerfally  efteem- 
ed  a  very  fine  gentleman. 

Notwith  (landing  the  advantages  v«^ch 

Mifs  Mildmay  derives  from  family  and 

B  fortune. 
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fortune,  her  education  however  has  ra- 
ther been  ornamental  than  ufeful ;  and 
ihe  is  much  better  calculated  for  hec 
prefent  charafter  of  a  toaft,  than  for  the 
neceflary  employment  of  mittrefs  to  a 
family.  She  I'peaks  French  and  Italian  j 
plavs  on  the  harpficord  and  the  guittar ; 
and  fings  with  an  exquifite  ftare  of 
tafte,  though  (he  has  lefs  body  to  her 
voice,  than  you  would   imagine  from 
the  melody  and  fulnefs  of  her  tones  in 
common  converfation.    Thefe  accom- 
pHihments,   neverthelefs,   though  they 
are  generally  as  much  as  our  young 
women  of  diftindion    poflefs  now   a 
days,  are  but  very  trifling  matters  when 
we  come  to  enquire  about  a  well-in- 
formed mind  and  a  (lability  of  prin- 
ciple.'    The  men  are  not,  in  fa6l,  fuch 
foph,  my  dear  Melmoth,  as  the  ladies 
may  imagine }  we  love  that  they  (hould 
underftand  French  and  Italian,  and  we 
li^en  with  pleafure  when  they  either  fing 
us  a  fong,  or  favour  us  with  a  tune 
upon  an  inftrument.    Yet  thefe  are  all 
but    fecondary    con(iderations :    after 
marriage,  the  ornamental  parts  of  their 
education,    like  tlie  beauties  of  their 
faces,  very  quickly  le(reB  in  our  efteem ; 
and  nothing  maintains  it's  ground  but 
fterling  fenfe  and  real  virtue.     A  wo- 
man, therefore,  who  ftudles  to  be  the 
univerfal  padlon,  is  rather  a  dangerous 
chara^ler  for  a  wife :   compofed,  in  a 
great  meafure,  of  aflfeftation  and  levity, 
her  principal  ftudy  is  to  pleafe  thofe  who 
are  labouring  to  deftroy  her,  and  the 
only  pcrfbn  whom  (he  declines  to  oblige, 
is  the  unfortunate  poor  devil  who  is 
continually  folicitous  to  promote  her  fe- 
licity.    For  thefe  reafons,  when  I  mar- 
ry I  dial  I  look  out  for  a  woman  whofe 
mind  has  been  improved  in  fome  pro- 
portion with  her  pcribn.     If  mere  ex- 
ternals were  able  to  captivate  me,  I  do 
not  know  a  lady  in  the  world  whom  I 
would  fooner  think  of  than  Mifs  Mild- 
may.     But  this   rage  for  admiration, 
which  I  fear  abforbs  all  her  faculties, 
forbids  me  to  entertain  any  thoughts 
of  fettling  with  her  for  life :  I  could 
by   no  means  bear  the  imputation  of 
imaginary  infidelity  in  my  wifej  and 
Ca!lar  himfelf  could  net  be  more  deli- 
cate in  this  refpe^,  when  he  faid  that 
it  was  not  enough  for  his  wife  to  be 
virtuous,  (lie  mult  be  unfufpefled  alfo. 
When  I  look  back  upon  the  uncon- 
fcionable  length  of  this  letter,  I  won- 
der how  I  found  inclination  to  write  fo 


much;  if,  however,  you  4ind  indina* 
tion  to  read  it,  I  (hall  not  tlunk  my 
time  mifapplied,  (ince  I  am,  dear  Md* 
moth}  yours,  very  faithfully, 

Robert  Harold. 


LETTER     U. 

SIR  ROBERT  HAROLD,  IN  CONTI- 
NUATION, TO  CHARLES  MEL- 
MOTH,   ES(^ 

PURSUANT  to  the  intention 
which  I  had  intimated  of  calling 
in  upon  my  After  Haveriham  before 
dinner,  I  took  but  a  turn  or  two  round 
the  rooms,  and  then  went  back  to  her 
houfe,  where  I  had  the  good  fortune  of 
finding  her  alone ;  a  circumftance  which 
afforded  me  a  proper  opportunity  of 
making  the  nece(rary  enquiries  after 
Louifa.  As  you  know  my  ilfter  it  a 
woman  of  great  fentiment  and  delicacy, 
I  was  obliged  to  begin  in  a  round- 
about manner,  and  therefore  careiefsly 
obferved  that  we  had  a  very  agreeable 
paity  the  preceding  evening. 

•  Why,  Bob,'  fays  (he,  «  I  (hould 
'  fcarcely  fuppofe  that  to  be  your  real 
'  opinion,  by  the  hurry  in  which  you 
'  took  leave  of  the  company  j  but,  pray, 

*  what  was  the  a^ual  reafon,'  and  here 
(he  looked  with  a  peculiar  (ignificance 
of  feature,  •  that  robbed  us  (o  carjy  of 
'  a  nian  devoted  to  the  (crviet  ot  the 
'  ladies  f  I  was  in  hopes  your  comjplai- 
'  fance  to  them  would  have  detained 

<  you  a  little-  longer,  if  you  were  in- 

*  duenced  by  no  regard  for  me  j  but 

*  I  can  guefs:  I  know  that  oonfum- 

*  mate  vanity  of  yours  too  well,  not 

*  to  think  your  were  laying  out  fome 

<  fre(h  baits  for  the  fooliih  women  who 

*  honoured  you  witH  (b  peculiar  a  di- 

*  ftin6lion.  You  wanted  to  give  them 
'  an  opportunity  of  talking  about  you 
«  after  you  were  gone;  and  are  now 
'  come  to  hear  the  whole  fubftance  of 

*  their  converfation,  from  a  (Ifter  who 
'  can  keep  nothing  a  fecret  from  you, 

<  notwithtlanding  (he  is  acquainted  with 
'  the  licentious  turn  of  your  difpoHtlon, 

*  and  heartily  laments  it.' 

*  My  dear  Lady  Haver(ham,*  return- 
ed I,  *  how  can  you  poflibly  treat  me 

<  with  fo  much  feventy?  fiufinefs  of 

*  the  mofk  preding  nature  forced  me 

*  from  you  lad  night  |  and  thia  morn- 
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<  iflgy  to  convince  you  that  aotbing 

<  but  tbe  refiilt  of  a  brotheriy  afic^bon 

<  induced  me  tt>  caM        * 

*  Ab,  Bob,  Bob  V  interrupted  the, 

*  don't  1  know  you  P  or,  if  I  did  not, 
'  the^defign  i*  too  paipable  to  elude  the 
'  eye  of  a  common  penetration.    But, 

*  M  that  as  it  willy  what  do  you  think 
'  of  Louiia  Mildmay  V 

*  Think  of  her»  Lady  HaverHiam  !* 

*  Aye.  think  of  her,  Lady  Havertfham  I 
'  —Come,  come,  I  faw,  under  all  that 

*  gallantly  which  you  threw  away  on 
«  the  other  buiies  iaft  night,  that  your 

*  defiga   was  in  a  great  meafure   to 

*  pique  her.  Had  lift  been  wholly  in- 
c  different  to  you,   you   would    have 

*  treated  her  with  common  civility. 
'  But  I  (aw,  and  I  faw  with  oleafure, 

*  that  at  the  very  firft  fight  me  made 

*  an  imfsefliott,  which  I  hope  in  a  lit- 
'  tie  time  will  be  attended  with  the 
'  nsoft  (sdutary  confaqiiences.  The 
'  truth  is,  my  dear  Bob,  I  can  never 

*  be  happy  while  you  remain  unmar- 
'  ried}  the  continual  excefles  into 
'  which  you  are  hurried  by  an  unfor- 

*  tunate    fprit  of   gallantry    fill  me 

*  with  a  perpetual  regret  t  you  know 
'  I  kve  you  with  a  tendemefs,  perhaps, 
'  at  great  as  ever  fifter  felt  for  a  bro- 

*  tfaer,  and  am  doubly  fenfible  of  all 
'  your  accompliihments.    It  therefore 

*  cuts  me  to  the  ibul  when  I  fee  a 
'  young  fellow  of  your  merit  profli-^ 
'  toting  thoie  talents  in  the  deftrudion, 

*  as  well  of  his  own  happtnefs  as 
*,  the  happinefs  of  other  people,  which 

<  might  be  rendered  equally  creditable 

*  to  himfelf  and  advantageous  to  fo- 

*  ciety.     On  this  account,  I  have  been 

*  for  ft>me  time  looking  out  for  a  wo- 

*  man^  whole  beauty  might  be  able  to 
'  iecure  your  affe^ion,    whofe  merit 

*  might  be  able  to  engage  your  efteem, 

*  and  whofe  family  might  be  able  to 
'  give  you  an  increafe  of  confequence 

*  m  your  country.      Thefe  very  de- 

*  firable.requiiites  I  find  will  be  all  an* 
^  fwered  in  a  union  with  Louifa  Mild- 

*  may.    What  fay  you,  then,  my  dear 

*  Bob  ?  Can  you,  for  once,  turn  that 

*  fine  fenfe,  of  which  I  know  you  ma- 

*  Aer,  to  the  certain  means  of  eiUblifli- 
'  ing  your  real  happinefs;  or  will  you 
^  ftul  perfift^  in  oppolition  both  to  your 
'  reafon  and  your  humanity,  to^oie- 

'  *  cute  fuch  couries  as  you  cannot  view 

*  without  contempt^  nor  coniider  with- 
«ciatd^fUuioiJ/ 


*  UpoB  my  word»  Lady  HaveHham/ 
replied  I,  *  you  would  ooake  an  admi- 
»  rablc  ■  «  Come,  come,  Bob,*  re- 

turned ihe,  *  do  not  endeavour  to  ridi« 

*  cule  an  argument  which  you  are  un- 

<  able  to  anfwer  \  nor,  by  an  untimely 

*  afieAation  of  wit,  attempt  to  leiTen  the 

*  credit  of  your  own  underftanding. 
'  Anfwer  me,  therefore,  direAly  to  the 

<  queftion — What  do  you  think  of  Mifs 

*  Mildmay?* 

I  do  not  know  how  it  was,  Melmoih, 
but  the  good  fenfe  and  unaffected  tcn- 
deraefs  of  this  amiable  fifter,  at  that 
moment  threw  me  off  my  guard.  By 
the  exertion  of  an  irreuihblefranknefs, 
flie  tendered  me  as  ingeruous  as  herfelf^ 
and  I  candidly  told  her  that  I  thought 
Louifa  one  or  the  moft  charming  wo- 
men I  had  ever  feen ;  adding,  however, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  I  fancied  fhe  pof- 
feU'ed  rather  too  great  a  confcioufnefsof 
her  own  acoomplifliments,  to  think  of 
domefticating  into  the  miftrefs  of  a  fa- 
mily. 

Lady  Haveriham  to  this  replied,,  that 
I  was  entirely  mit^aken;  that  Louifa 
was  at  the  bottom  a  woman  of  fine  fenle, 
and  would  mske  an  admirable  wife 
whenever  (he  altered  her  condition.    *  I 

<  will  not,  indeed,*  fays  Lady  Haver- 
iham,  <  take  upon   me  to  fay,  that  -  a 

young  creature  fo  univerfally  admired 
can  be  entirely  exempted  from  a  little' 
female  vanity.  You  men  are  firange 
contradictions :  you  are  for  ever  en- 
deavouring to  fill  all  the  filly  girls  of 
your  acquaintance  with  a  thoufand 
ridiculous  notions  of  their  own  beau- 
ty \  and  yet  the  moment  you  fee  this 
infidious  train  of  flattery  take  fire,  you 
defpife  them  for  their  vanity,  with- 
out once  good-naturedly  recolle^ing 
tliat  this  vanity  is  princifMdly  occafion- 
ed  by  yourfelves.  As  to  Mifs  Mild- 
may,  if  you  have  do  other  ob jetton, 
I  promife  you  there  is  but  little  to  ap- 
prehend on  this  account.  When  her 
affei'tions  become  once  directed  to  a 
particular  object,  her  fondnefs  for  ad- 
miration will  naturally  ceafe :  fo  that, 
with  her  regard  for  the  roan  (he  mar- 
ries, joined  to  the  fenfe  which  (he  muff 
entertain  of  her  duty,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  what  (he  will  perform  all  the  ^ 
offices  of  a  wife  with  the  itriAeff  pro- 
priety :  at  lealf ,  this  is  my  opinion  of 
her ;  and  I  dare  fay  you  are  convinc- 
ed that,  unlds  Ihe  (lood  very  high  in 
my  cAeem,  I  (iiould  not  be  lb  earnefi: 
B  a  *  in 


id 
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^  inrecoromendioghertoynurtendenft 
*  conficieraiion.* 

From  the  folicitude  which  my  fifter 
difcoverai  in  this  affair,  Charles,  I  was 
.  half  inclined  to  think  that  thebrautififl 
Louifa  was  akneady  actually  ftruck  with 
my  peiTon  and  addreTt,  and  had  infi- 
nuated  fomething  to  my  advantage  dur- 
ing her  vifit  in  the  morning.  I  theile- 
fore  dropped  a  diftant  hint  of  this  na- 
ture; and,  with  an  air  half  gay  and  half 
ferious,  enquired  of  Lady  HaTeriham, 
whether  ihe  thought  there  was  aiiy  hope 
of  Mifs  Mildmayts  concurrence,  m  cafe 
a  treaty  fliould  be  opened  between  the 
two  families.  To  this  Lady  Haveriham 
replied,  that  I  muft  firft  declare  royfelf 
a  lover^  before  (he  could  think  of  giv- 
ing, me  any  fatisfaftory  anfwer  on  this 
head;  that,  was  Oieeven  poflfeiTed  of  fe- 
cials, (he  would  not  facrifice  a  lady's 
delicacy  to  any  coniideration ;  and  won- 
dered how  I  could  tliink  of  participating 
in  her  confidence,  while  I  held  her  at 
fuch  a  diftance  from  mine.  Upon  the 
whole,  ihe  believed  Mifs  Mildmay  miff ht 
perhaps  be  difen gaged ;  and  that,  if  I 
really  entertained  a  paiHon  for  her,  ihe 
did  not  fee  why  I  had  a  worfe  chance  of 
fucceeding  than  any  body  elfe. 

This,  Charles,  is  the  prefent  fituation 
of  affairs :  I  have  fince  been  twice  in 
company  with  Louifa,  and  find  the 
yoiing  baggage  every  moment  growing 
on  my  imagination.  I  do  not  know 
how  it  is  s  matrimony  has  a  frightful 
found  with  it,  and  yet  I  am  determined 
foaie  time  or  other  to  be  married*  We 
are'allj  however,  for  putting  the  evil  day 
at  far  olF  aspoiRblc.  At  what  parti- 
cular period  my  knot  is  to  be  tied  I 
know  not  $  but  I  fancy  the  period  is  not 
very  remote,  for  cveiy  time  I  think  of 
Mil's  Miidmay,  I  l>egin  to  be  more  re- 
conciled to  the  realbnablenefs  of  the 
marriage  ceremony.  By  and  by,  per- 
haps, i  Hiali  tall  It,  in  my  (ifter's  hin- 
guage,  A  holy  inftitution;  and  think  of 
befpeaking  fome  fuch  cluml'y  varlet  as 
yourfclf  to  itand  godfather  to  one  of  my 
children. 

EgadfCharles,  the  plot,  as  Bayes  fays, 
begins  to  thicken.  Mr.  Mildmay  and 
his  lady  are  juft  come  to  Bath,  with  a 
view  of  taking  their  daughter  home  in 
a  week ;  lb  that  what  I  do  mtirt  be  done 
ipeediiy.  Upon  my  foul,  1  did  not  con- 
ceive howHfiear  this  girl  was  to  my  heart 
till  I  was  alarmed  with  the  news  of  our 
fpeedy  feparation  !    Lady  Haverfliain^s 


whole  foul,  I  am  fenfible,  f  s  ill  thdaffi^) 
and  you  need  not  be  informed  what  a 
tendernefs  I  bear  for  that  amiable  fiftfer* 
Yoiif  fee,  Charles,  how  I  want  to  make 
a  nierit  of  following  my  own  inclida- 
tioh. '  But  adieu,  my  dear  bov  :  I  am 
prepatinc  to  attend  the  adorable  Lout^ 
to  an  ^Uembly  this  evening,  wheK  I 
ihall  have  her  for  a  partner.  How  all 
the  fellows  will  envy  my  happinofii» 
Melmoth  !  efpecially  as  I  (hall  feixe  fonse 
favourable  opportunities  of  whi(perijkg 
fuch  a  ftory  in  her  ear,  as  will  add  coii- 
iiderably  mo»  than  the  nature  of  our 
entertainment,  to  heighten  the  beauty 
of  her  coropleacioD .    Your*, 

R.  Harold. 


LETTER    IIL 

Miss  louisa  mildmay  to   mi^s 
harriot  brauclbrk. 

THE  fweet  fellow,  ray  charming 
friend,  has  at  laft  declared  him- 
felf-^and  in  fuch  a  manner!  Well, 'if 
I  was  at  Artk  ftruck  with  the  eleganee 
of  his  figure,  I  am  now  ravifhed  wi^h 
the  beauties  of  his  converfation ;  azid 
ihall  think  myfelf  the  happieft  of  all 
human  beings,  if  an  alliance  can  be 
fortunately  brought  about  between  our 
families. 

In  my  lafl  letter  I  told  yon  what  a 
veiy  warm  intereft  I  have  with  the  Court- 
tefs  of  Haveriham,  his  fitter ;  ^nd  that 
ihe  had  founded  him  in  relatibn  to  hia 
fentiments  of  me,  without  giving  hifa 
the  leaft  intimation  of  n)y  having  any 
knowledge  of  her  defign.  The  obliging 
countefs  executed  her  commitTton  with 
the  utmoft  delicacy  and  addrefs,  an'd 
eafily  (iifcovered  that  all  the  attention 
which  he  paid  to  that  Mils  Toiwnly, 
the  firtt  night  of  our  acquaintance,  wka 
nothing  more  than  tlie  cuftoniary  efie^ls 
of  his  vivacity.  She  alfo  difcovered, 
that  he  thought  me  infinitely  handfohie, 
(that  was  his  very  woi^)  but  ihe  feared 
he  would  ftruggle  as  much  as'poilible 
with  his  inclinations,  lis  he  feemed  tt> 
think  it  unlikely  I  ihouid  hive  hiH 
retained  my  heart  in  the  midd  of 
fuch  numberlefs  admirers  (her  lady(kit» 
was  pleale  to  fay)  as  wefe  every  day 
foliciting  the  happinefs  of  my  hand,  and 
applying  for  tliC  ititerelt  of  my  fathef- 
Uowcver,  ihe  was  good-naturedly  (tu** 
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^Oliji  to  m^e  parties  to  bring  tis  toge- 
ther I  and  laft  night  he  danced  with  me 
tt  m  bally  which  wai  given  by  the  French 
fonbafladory  highly  to  the  mortification, 
liot  only  of  that  Mifs  Townly,  but  of 
iercral  other  ladies,  who  had  flattered 
themielvcs  with  the  hope  of  engaging 
him  for  a  partner. 

Dming  the  whole  courfe  of  the  even  - 
%g  lie  iorccly  attended  to  any  thing 
but  the  ncaot  of  obUgin^  me.  In  a 
choiriaiid  littk  cireumftances  he  mani- 
fefied  both  his  tendtmefs  and  his  deli- 
cacv|  and  in  a  thoiifand  delightful 
wbipers  iniinualed  fach  well  turned 
coiD]4iinentS9  as  nodiing  but  aflFe£lation 
itielf  could  poffibly  be  of&nded  with. 
Whenever  he  touched  my  hand,  be  was 
leised  with  fo  exquifite  a  tremor,  as 
went  to  my  very  heart;  and  the  envy, 
which  be  vilibly  excited  in  the  bo(bm 
of  almoft  eveiy  other  woman  in  the 
loojn,  gave  him  fuch  an  additional 
rfaarm,  that  he  appeared  as  much  an 
Oroondates  to  my  fancy,  as  if  I  had 
been  a  heroine  in  fome  romance,  and 
was  but  newly  delivered  from  the  dun- 
geon of  amercilefs  giant,  in  con&quencfc 
of  his  prowefs  and  magnanimity. 

I  have  before  told  you,  that  the  firft 
time  I  ever  faw  Sir  Robert  Harold  was 
it  the  playhoufe  here ;  and  that  the  chaf- 
tilemetit  which  he  there  publickly  he- 
flowed  on  t'^o  young  officers  who  rude- 
Iv  puihed  a  lady  down,  and  Teemed  ra- 
ther inclined  to  defend  than  to  apologize 
for  their  brutality,  was  what  riveted 
him  in  my  affe£lion.  Yet,  Harriot,  were 
you  to  (ee  the  dear  fellow,  you  would  be 
charmed  with  him.  In  hit  perfon  he  is 
tall  I  but  not  To  tall  as  to  be  inelegant 
in  the  leaft,  nor  lb  much  inclined  either 
to  the  extremes  of  corpulence  or  deli* 
cacy,  as  to  be  aukward  on  the  one 
hand,  or  effeminate  on  the  other :  in 
ikuatf  the  medium  is  fo  happy  as  to 
give  the  cleareft  idea  imaginable  of 
toanlinefs  and  grace ;  and  his  legs  are  fo 
admirably  formed— indeed,  Harriot,  I 
do  not  believe  there  is  a  finer  made  man 
in  the  univerfe. 

As  to  his  face,  there  is  no  pollibili- 
tyof  doing  it  jufticein  the  defcription* 
Yon  may  perhaps  imagine  that  I  am 
on  this  occafion  aAoated  by  the  parti - 
iJity  of  a  giddy -headed  girl,  who,  hav- 
iog  once  confefied  herlelf  enamoured 
of  a  man,  thinks  it  abfblutely  necefla- 
Tj/ fog  the  credit  of  her  tafie,  to  paint 
fciffl  as  the  invariable  ftandard  of  per- 


fe£llon.  Indeed,  Harriot,  1  have  no 
neceiTity  to  be  under  fo  ridiculous  an 
influence:  Sir  Robert  is  {o  much  the 
every  thing  I  could  wi(h  him  to  be, 
that  exaggeration, would  be  as  ufeleis 
as  it  is  iropoflibie,  and  only  betrav  the 
excefs  of  my  weaknefs,  without  adding 
in  the  leaft  to  the  credit  of  his  attrac< 
tisns.  His  face,  however,  my  dear,  is 
diftinguiflied  with  a  certain  energy  of 
expreflion,  that  throws  out  a  whole  foul 
upon  every  feature,  and  darts  fuch  an 
immediate  meaning  upon  your  bofom, 
that,  had  he  been  actually  born  dumb, 
he  might  have  been  fet  down  as  one  of 
the  firtt  converfationilh  in  the  kingdom. 
Add  to  this,  >  that  there  is  an  inherent 
ftamp  of  condition  in  his  air,  which  in-> 
dicates  the  man  of  fafliion,  and  at  Mk 
light  no  lefs  engages  your  efteem  than 
it  excites  your  admiration.  His,com- 
plexion  is  a  dark  brown  $  but  Co  deli- 
cate !  His  eyes  are  of  a  deep  black  ; 
but  replete  with  fuch  fweetnefs  and  £re, 
that  though  he  kills  you  in  a  manner 
with  a  glance,  he  throws  an  elyfium  on 
the  wound,  and  lelfens  every  fuffering 
of  your  fenfibility  with  an  extafy  un- 
utterable. Do,  Harriot,  laugh  at  my 
flight,  if  you  pleafe ;  but  remember  the 
time  is  arrived,  when  c\*en  my  fweet 
friend,  with  all  her  gravity,  can  be  tn 
over  head  and  ears,  and  therefore  (ht 
/hould  allow  for  the  hyperboles  of  other 
doating  girls,  by  the  allowances  which 
arc  neceifary  for  her  own.  *  One  word 
more  about  externals,  and  I  h»ve  done. 
You  know  I  am  a  paflionate  admirer 
of  fine  teeth  :  Sir  Robert  has  a  mofl  ex- 
quifite  let  ^  and  they  are  always  fo  white, 
tiiat  nothing  can  equal  their  beauty,  in 
my  opinion,  but  the  lips  which  enclofe 
them. 

You  have  thus,  my  dear  Harriot,  a 
faint  (ketch  of  Sir  Robert  Harold*s  ex- 
terior accompli/hments.  As  to  other 
matters,  his  education  is  finifhed,  his 
foituneis  extremely  large,  hi<;  courage 
approved,  and  his  underftanding  un- 
queftionable.  He  has,  indted,  taken 
iome  extraordinary  liberties  amons  the 
women ;  but  where  a  man  pofTefles  ib 
nizny  attractions,  he  muft  frequently 
meet  with  extraordinary  encoura^mentj 
and  if  women  will  be  fools^  it  is  but 
reafonable  they  fhould  be  fufFerers. 
There  is  a  part  of  his  chamber  which 
I  know  my  dear  Harriot  will  be  high- 
ly taken  with  ;  and  that  is,  though  he  is 
a  great  admirer  of  magniiioeQce,  he  al- 
ways 
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^rva}rs  mnkes  it  a  rule  to  live  coniidera« 
bly  within  his  fortune,  and  to  diftiibute 
many  Hum  towards  the  advancement  of 
his  poor  tenants,  whicji  the  moft  of  our 
modem  fuic  gentlemen  injudlcioufly  ex- 
pend in  horlc -racing,  or  in  ibme  other 
lafliionable  ainufentent  equally  inhuman 
and  ridiculous.  His  benevolence,  in  this 
lefpeft,  joined  fb  the  moft  condefcending 
affability,  has  rendered  him  the  idol  of 
all  his  inferiors  in  the  country  j  and,  for 
a  circuit  of  twenty  miles  round  his  feat 
in  Devonshire,  there  is  fcarcely  a  peafant 
who  would  not  venture  his  life  for  Sir 
Robert  Harold  with  the  utmoft  chearful- 

,  neis.  Before  ever  I  faw  him,  Harriot,  I 
was  delighted  with  his  character ;  fo  that 
it  was  no  wonder,  when  I  did  fee  him, 
if  my  heart  paid  an  honeft  tribute  to 
l&is  merit,  and  paiHonately  longed  for 
a  fliare  of  his  regard. — Well,  but  to 
the  point. 

This  morning  he  came,  about  twelve, 
to  enquire  after  my  health,  and  to  pay 
the  cuftomary  compliments.  My  papa 
and  mamma  were  fortunately  at  a  con- 
cert in  the  rooms,  and  the  dear  man  had 
a  whole  hour  at  leaft  to  entertain  me  on 
a  fubie£t  which  few  women,  you  know, 
whether  they  like  the  lover  or  not,  ever 
think  difagreeable.  He  was  in  a  moft 
charming  undrefs,  and  looked  fo  fweet- 
ly !  You  may  be  fure,  my  dear,  the 
nature  of  his  converfation  did  not  take, 
in  any  great  degree,  from  the  force  of 
iiis  'perlbnal  accompliihments. 

After  politely  repeating  his  acknow- 
ledgments for  the  honour  I  had  done 
him  the  preceding  evening,    he  drew 

.  his  chair  clofe  to  mine ;  and,  with  an 
addrefs  inconceivably  tender,  took  up 
oirte  of  my  motionkfi>  hands,  prefTed  it 
with 'an  uncommon  degree  of  fervor  to 
his  lips,  and  thus  went* on,  delicately 
looking  down  the  whole  time,  to  pre> 
vent,  as  much  as  poffible,  the  confiifion 
into  which  I  mult  be  naturally  thrown 
by  the  tendency  of  his  declaration. 
'  I  would  not,  my  charming  M\U 

*  Mildmay,  have  preliimed  thus  early 

*  to  make  you  acquainted  with  my  fen- 

*  timents,  had  not  the  (liortnefs  ot  your 

*  iiay  at  fiath   obliged  me,    in   ibme 

*  meafure,  to  break  in  upon  the  niceties 

*  of  decorum,   and   renderded  it  in  a 

*  manner  neceiTary  for  me  to  icize  tlie 

*  prefent  opportunity  of  coming  to  an 

*  explanation,    fince   it  is  more  than 

*  probably  I  may  never  meet  with  *n- 
f  other  £q  favourable  to  my  ho^s.     i\ 


ladv  Uke  you.  Madam, who  bare  baeit 
fo  long  and  fo  properly  the  object  of 
univerfal  admiration,  cannot  be  9|iy 
way  furprized  at  finding  a  new  adoser 
in  every  new  acquaintance:  huX  I 
will  not  addrefs  you  in  the  hacknied 
forms  of  common -place  couitflup,  hpr 
offer  a  violence  to  that  deLcacy  which 
is  always  the  com||»anion  of  fuperior 
merit,  by  entering  into  an  unneciJb- 
ry  defcant  upon  thoie  accompliAL- 
ments,  to  which  nothing  but  the 
grofleft  ftupidity  can  poSibly  be  a 
moment  infeniible  or  unjuft.  From 
the  firft  hour.  Madam,  X  faw  ydu,  I 
paiTionately  loved  ^  and,  though  the 
difregard  which  you  conftantly  maai- 
feflsed  to  tlie  folicitation  of  nunobers 
fuperior  to  myfelf,  both  in  merit  and 
in  fortune,  made  it  doubly  prefump- 
tuous  in  me  to  afpire  at  fuch  a  bko* 
ing  as  your  hand ;  ftill,  fo  long  ^s 
you  appeared  wholly  dUengaged^  I 
thought  it  would  be  a  mark  of  ven^ • 
ration  to  you,  as  well  a^  an  a£l  •f 
juftice  to  myfelf,  to  make  a  profei&on 
of  my  everlafting  attachment,  and  to 
enquire  whether  it  would  be  pofiiUe 
for  a  length  of  time,  and  an  undeviat- 
ing  aiilduity,  to  procure  me  a  diHant 
glimmering  of  fuccefs. 
*•  My  ilfter,  whom  I  made  the  cob- 
fidante  of  my  palFion,  indeed  adviied 
me  to  an  apphcatiou  to  Mr.  Mild- 
may;  but,  as  a  ftep  of  that  nature 
might  perhaps  interfere  with  ibme  wilh 
of  the  beautiful  LouiiVs,  I  would  on 
no  account  hazard  it  witliout  her  per- 
mifTion.  Young  ladies  very  frequently 
fee  matters  in  a  jufter  light  than  their 
fathers ;  and  there  are  a  tboufand  lit- 
tle reafons  for  cdnfulting  them  on  thje 
bufmei's  of  their  own  hearts,  before  a 
treaty  is  opened  with  their  relations^ 
On  this  account,  my  ever  adorable 
Mifs  Mildmay,  I  throw  myfelf  en«- 
tirely  upon  your  generoiity.  If  you 
have  any  latent  motive  fur  wiihing; 
me  to  decline  a  farther  folicitation  oa 
this  fub)e£l,  be  candid  and  tell  me  £o. 
The  man  before  you,  Madam,  would 
fcorn  to  purchaie  the  happinefs;  even  of 
his  whole  life,  by  the  profecation  of 
any  fuit  iuthe  leait  incompatible  widi 
your  tran^ilUty  :  he  may  be  mifeca- 
ble,  but  he  never  will  be  mean  ^  and 
has  too  high  an  idea  o(  Mifs  Mlid« 
may's  benignity,  to  think  (he  would 
williiigry  a^  tq  his  anxiety  by  an  un-; 
ncceil'ary  i'ufpeoC^y  if  it  is  ^f^luteljf 
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*  out  of  ber  power  to  thsok  of  crer  re- 

*  iDoWng  it,    Yott  are  fiient,  too  lorely 

*  Jdkfs  MMdmaj !  fortonste  be  your  fi- 
<  loioe.  Madam.  FortfaewnerentlihaU 
'  take  my  leave;  and»  it  I  have  not 
'  your  pofitive  commands  to  the  con- 

*  frary,  wiH  do  myfeff  the  honour  of 
'  waitMig  upon  Mr.  Mildmay  to-mor- 

*  jowmommg.* 

Well,  Harriot,  and  what  do  you 

chink  new  ?    Had  not  I  an  aftoniihing 

oomnamid  of  myfelf,  never  once  to  in- 

ternipc  him  during  To  long  an  addrefs  f 

I  really  think  I  had-;  but,  fome  how, 

he  waa  fo  reipedfuly  and  fo  manly  $ 

So  delicately  timid,  yet  fo  ^eneronfly 

importunate ;  that,  for  the  life  of  me, 

I  could  not  fay  a  fy liable  by  way  of 

reply.     A  man  of  lefs  breeding  would 

have  been  infolent  tit  feeing  me  fo  con- 

fuicd  $  would  have  rudely  ftarcd  me  in 

the  face,  and  endeavoured  to  read  the 

fentimentt  of  my  heart  in  the  various 

changes  of  my  countenance  $  perhaps, 

too,  he  would  have  expe^ed  one  of  my 

beft  curtfies,  and  imagined  that  I  ought 

to  bid  him  go,  in  polite  terms,  to  my* 

father.     Sir  Robert  Harold,   my  dear 

i       Haniot,  is  a  lover  of  quite  a  different 

I       ftamp}    the    more   encouragement  he 

I       neets,  the  more  re/jpedful  he  appears, 

r      and  interprets  your  lUence  into  a  mean* 

I       lag  fo  renned*  as  prevents  die  leaft  vib- 

I       leace  from   reaching  your  (en Ability. 

I       Pray  Heaven,  Hamot,  I  do  not  prove 

too  food  of  him!    But,  my  dear  girl, 

adieu  for  the  prefent  $  and  believe  me  to 

I       be,  with  the  moft  unalterable  attach- 


menty  your  own 


Louisa  Mildmay. 


LETTER    IV. 

sift  ROBBRT  HAROLD  TO  CHARLES 
MBLMOTU,   ES<^ 

WELL,  Charles,  I  am  juft  this 
initant  come  from  the  old  gen* 
tlemam  he  and  I  came  to  an  a^re- 
ttient  in  a  moment ;  and  he  was  fo  high- 
ly delighted  with  my  propofal,  that  he 
even  threw  in  a  much  greater  additioif 
to  the  girl's  fortane  thisn  I  could  in' 
GODfcience  have  ezpe6led.  He  has  been 
a  laving  clofe-fiied  codger,  he  tells  me, 
theft  thiitv  years,  and  has  had  fome 
con6derabie  windfalls  from  his  wife*s 
family;  he  therefore  can  afford  to  give 
hit  daughter  a  good  forty  thouiand 
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pounds,  as  he  has  no  other  child  hue 
his  fon,  who  will  be  amply  provided  for 
by  the  family  eftate  and  other  valuable 
contingencies.  And  thus,  Charles,  ia 
your  friend  in  the  high  road  to  oMCri* 
mony :  a  month  from  this  day  it  fee 
ajMurt  for  the  celebration  of  the  nup>»» 
tials$  and  the  old  gentleman  has  in« 
fifted  upon  my  pafling  the  laft  fortnight 
of  that  term  at  his  houfe  in  Oxford* 
fliire. 

When  we  had  thus  agreed  about  let- 
ting the  lawyers  immediately  to  work* 
and  providing  the  wedding-doaths,  I 
was  introduced  in  form  to  Louifa  j  who, 
to  do  her  juftice,  was  fcarce  a  remove 
from  a  divinity.  Her  naturally  fine 
.  complexion  was  deepened  with  a  moft 
enchanting  glow  of  confcioufnels  j  and 
the  delicious  feniibility  that  fwam  in  her 
charming  black  eyes,  gave  her.  In  my 
opinion,  an  air  which  rendered  her 
wholly  irrefiftible.  She  received  my  fa- 
lute  with  dignity,  yet  with  condeAren- 
flon  ;  and  the  obliging  old  people,  very 
properly  judging  their  abtence  would 
be  infinitely  more  agreeable  than  their 
company,  withdrew  in  a  little  time, 
and  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  thank- 
ing her  ip  the  moft  paflionate  terms,  for 
making  me  the  happieft  of  mankind. 
She  was  pleafed,  I  could  plainly  fee, 
with  my  emotion  j  yet  (he  laboured 
under  all  that  diftrefs  which  a  delicate 
woman  is  fare  to  feel  upon  the  profpc^t 
of  fo  important  a  change  in  Kr  con« 
dition.  I  therefore  took  my  leave  as- 
foon  as  poflible,  to  give  her  an  oppor- 
tunity of  recovering  her  fpirits;  but 
not  before  I  had  previouily  obtained  her 
penni/Tion  to  drink  tea  with  her  in  the 
evening. 

And  now,  Charles,  that  the  affair  is 
thus  far  adjufted,  let  me  honeftly  open 
my  whole  heart  to  you  ;  I  fcarcely  care  a 
fingle  fixpence  whether  it  is  ever  brought 
to  a  conclufion.  My  marriage  with  this 
young  lady  is  rather  the  relult  of  m/ 
con  virion  than  the  confequence  of  my 
choice  ;  and  I  find  my  vanity  infinitely 
more  gratifted,  in  running  away  with 
fuch  a  prize  from  a  crowd  of  contend- 
ing admiitrrs,  than  my  happinefs  pro-^ 
mated  in  obtaining  it  for  myfclf.  With 
all  my  torn  for  diffipation,  I  am  never- 
thdefs  thoroughly  fatisfied,  that  till  a 
man  becomes  domefticated  he  never 
can  enjoy  an  hour  of  real  content.  I^he 
gratifications  which  arife  ftom  an  un- 
limited courfe  of  ami^ur,  even  where  a 
man  is  beft  received^  never  conspeni'ate 

for 
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for  the  trouble  he  Is  obliged  to  undergo 
ill  the  proiecution  ;  and  he  has  this  con- 
ftant  moniftcatton  to  check  the  tide  of 
his  tranrpbit,  that  the  woman  to  whom 
imi%  mok  ftirenuoufly  attached,  is  fre- 

Sently  entitled  to  hM  abhorrence,  and 
vays  to  his  contempt:  in  propoition 
as  (he  adds  to  hU  pleafure,  (he  muft 
£nlc  in  his  efteem ;  for  before  (he  can 
nuinireft  a  compliance  to  his  wiflies  fhe 
muft  budt  through  every  reftraint  of 
decorum  and  delicacy,  and  (acriiice  all 
regard  to  her  own  chara^er  and  the  ho- 
nour of  her  family.  A  woman,  thus 
lolt  to  fentiment,  is  below  the  confide- 
ration  of  any  fcufible  man  :  therefore, 
the  fooner  we  eet  out  of  this  uncom- 
fortable track,  the  fooner  we  lay  a  pro- 
bable foundation  for  our  own  happiaef^. 
I  am  now  eight  and  twenty  years  old, 
Melmoth,  and  it  is  high  time  for  me 
to-  think  of  getting  fons  and  daughters 
for  royfelf,  inllead  of  wafting  my  time 
to  increafe  the  families  of  other  people. 
Befides,'  I  am  weary  of  ▼entunng  my 
life  every  moment,  to  gratify  the  licen- 
tious diipofition  of  a  pack  of  women, 
who  are  more  defpicable  in  my  opinion, 
and  lefs  attached  to  my  perfon,  than 
many  of  the  mercenary  poor  creatures, 
whom  I  can  purchafe  for  a  couple  ot' 
guineas  and  a  trifling  treat  at  the  tavern. 
All  thefe  coniiderations  put  together, 
induce  me  to  think  marriage  a  very  de- 
firable  inftitution ;  and,  as  1  never  knew 
what  it  was  to  be  heartily  in  love,  I 
think  I  have  as  fair  a  chaiice  for  felicity 
with  this  beautiful  girl  I  am  engaged 
to  as  with  any  body  elfe.  My  reaibn, 
to  fay  nothing  of  my  vanity,  therefore 
is  much  more  concerned  in  the  affair 
than  my  inclination.  Before  I  was  fure 
of  her,  I  really  felt  fome  anxieties  on 
her  account ;  but  now  I  am  pretty  cer- 
tain both  of  her  heart  and  her  perfoHi 
I  almoft  begin  to  (hudder  at  the  ap- 
proaching alliance,  notwith (landing  my 
abfolute  convi^ion  of  it*s  propriety. 
Such  unaccountable  creatures  are  we» 
Melmoth  |  impatiently  burning  for  what 
we  find  it  difficult  to  enjoy,  and  (ick- 
cning  with  appreheniion  the  moment  we 
get  the  bleifmg  in  our  reach.  There  is 
no  defcribing  my  prcient  fttuarkNi  t9 
you  ',  I  am  the  llrangelt  compound  of 
contradi6lion  in  the  whole  circuit  of 
creation,  and  am  one  minu'e  readv^to 
TLjCi^  what  the  next  appears  mod  eflen- 
tial  both  to  my  honour  and  my  happi- 
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Lady  Haverlbanf  baft  }tfft  fliow  d&oilk 
a  trcry  obligiilg  thing  with  her  ufiv4 
tenderoefs  aad  delicacv.  She  had  pco- 
imifed  ta  drink  tea  with  aae  in  the  evea- 
ing  at  Louila's,  and  way  to  call  on  me 
in  her  chariot  at  (even  for  thatpnrpofe; 
but  being  prevented  by  the  ihtrofioft  «f 
fome  unexpe^ed  victors,  fhe  fent  one 
of  her  footmen  to  me  with  a  little  box^ 
fealed  up  in  a  large  (heet  of  paper, 
which  contained  a  fuit  of  diamonds  to 
the  value  of  five  thoufand  pounds: 
they  were  accompanied  by  the  follow^^ 
ing  note,  which  I  afTure  you  gave  me 
every  whit  as  much  fatistaftion  at  ^e 
prefcnt  itlelf. 

*  ■jV/fY'  dear    brother  lias   this    day 
^^^  *  made  roc  the  happieft  woman 

*  in  the  world.  As  a  mark  of  my  gra- 
'  titude,  I  therefore  beg  he  will  accept 
'  of  this  little  box,  andprefent  it  at  a 

*  Convenient  time  to  his  intended  lady. 
'  The  leart  hefitation  to  receive  it  I 
'  fhall  confider  as  a  proof  of  his  neg- 

*  le£^,  and  a  want  of  that  fincere  and 

*  cordial  afFe6>ion  which  he  will  be  aU 

*  ways  fure  of  finding  in  his  affeflionate 
«  fiftcr, 

*  Haversuam.* 

The  jewels,  Charles,  are  elegant  to 
an  excefs ;  and  I  purpole  carrying  them 
to  the-^amiabie  gtrl  m  the  evenmg :  I 
dare  fay  we^iall  have  a  delicious  ///^. 
a-ie/e  $  for  the  old  people,  as  their  flay  ^ 
is  to  be  fo  (hort  in  Bath,  have  a  variety' 
of  engagements  on  their  hands.  What 
a  pity  it  is,  my  dear  friend,  that  our 
fancy  will  not  always  obey  the  di^latea 
of  our  reafon  !  Do  you  know,  now, 
that  I  would  give  a  thoufand  pounds  to 
be  heartily  in  love  withMifs  Mildmaj: 
the  match  is  really  fo  defirable  in  itfelf^ 
and  my  After  appears  fo  ftrenuous  for 
if  s  taking  place,  that  I  am  a6lua11y 
concerned  to  find  myfelf  fo  little  in- 
fluencod  by  inclination.  Yet  I  do  not 
know^  upon  the  whole,  but  that  thofe 
marriages  are  the  be^  calculated  for 
felicity,  which  have  the  leaftofpaflioA 
in  their  commencement.  I  have  feen  a 
multitude  of  peo|>le  venturing  their  necks 
to  come  together,  who,  a  month  after 
thctr  union,  would  venture  their  neckt 
for  a  divorce  with  an  t^ytai  degree  of 
alacrity.  One  thing  I  am  afliired  of, 
Charles;  which  is,  that,  if  I  do  not 
m9kc  a  fond  huflMuadi  I  ihali  at  leafl 
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Mke  1  good-natdfiiB  bne.  I  flatter  my- 
fdf,  that  httheito  I  hare  (hewn  no  great 
want  erther  of  hnwanity  or  manners  \ 
and;  let  me  Ml  you,  that  a  man  of 
this  cn(\  ic  much  more  Ilkeiv  to  make  a 
Voman  happy,  than  he  who  lets  out 
upon  a  romantick  ftcck  of  rapture,  and 
is  much  too  exalted  a  lover  to  be  fatis- 
^c^  merely  with  content.  The  gene. 
rtlrty  of  men,  by  expcftinp:  too  much 
in  rherrwiarrragts,  ridiculoufly  facrificc 
thofc  Weffings  which  the  date'  is  really 
capable  of  affoHing:  infttad  of  a  ra- 
tional tranqufllfty,  they  are  buoyed  up 
with  a  continual  notion  of  tumultuary 
tranfports ;  and  imagine,  if  they  do  not 
find  their  wives  fomething  more  than 
goddcfles,  they  muft  be  fomething  lefs 
than  women.  In  like  manner,  the  wo- 
men  look  for  as  much  coortfhlp  after 
the  union  as  before  it :  acciiftomed  to 
an  intoxicating  round  of  fulfome  adu- 
lation^ they  really  believe  themfelves 
the  wonders  we  renrefent  them  j  and 
think  it  furpriting,  that  we  fhould  relax 
in  the  Icarf  from  that  profound  ado- 
ration with  which  they  havQ  all  along 
been  forefpeflfollydiftinguifhed.  Thus 
both  parties  being  led  to  expeft  too 
much,  as  I  hare  already  faid,  each  is 
unhappily  dii'appointed,  and  good-na- 
turedly afcribes  to  the  other  thoft  very 
uneafinefTes  which  actually  proceed  from 
the  folly  oHt's  own  imaginatkm.  Hence 
a  thou'fand  jealoufies  and  altercations 
take  their  birth  ;  and  hence  poor  matri- 
mony undergoes  a  thonfand  cenfures, 
from  it's  want  of  pov^cr  to  make  a  cou- 
ple of  fools  happier  than  is  confiftent 
with  the  lot  of  humaniiy,  of  the  nar- 
Fowneis  of  their  own  undcrdandings. 
But  adieu,  dear  Charles;  it  is  high  time 
to  drefs,  and  I  am  determined  to  be  as 
much  as  poffible  with  Loutfa,  in  hopes 
th«  the  nuraberlefs  attrsfttons  which 
flxc  poffefles  may  make  me  fiirlyena- 
moored  againi(  the  celchrarinn  of  our 
nnpnais.  I  am,  hcnsft  Mclmothj  your 

Robert  Harold. 
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MISS   HAHRIOT    »EAt7CttRk   TO 
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IF  poffible,  my  charmii^  firietrd,  I 
#nll  be  down  witlt  you  in  O^cford- 
ihicc  by  the  day  which  I  hope  witt  makt 


you  the  hrfpptcH  of  womeh^'  antfl  wi 
with  all  my  fouf  I  could  get  my  mamma*i 
permiinon  to  go  down  fooner,  as  I  (hi 
not  at  all  approve  of  truting  you  O 
much  m  comp«ny  with  a  man  of  whoM 
you  are  fo  paffionately  fond  tiR  th€ 
ceremony  takes  place.  You  tell  m* 
that  you  and  he  fit  up  for  hours  tcwnrf- 
ther,  and  enjoy  the  moft  cxquifite  itti' 
a- fetes  after  'the  fahf^ily  are  in  bed; 
Tare  care,  my  deareft  Loutfa,  take  care: 
thefc  tete  a-tetes  are  very  dangcroVji 
things  to  a  woman  in  yoiir  clrcwm* 
ftances;  and  an  infldioos  iorertnighr, 
in  fome  unguarded  ttioment,  reajj  mtfU 
an  advantage  from  them,  as  would  maki 
my  fweet  friend  an  abfolute  dependent 
on  his  mercy,  both. for  happinefs  and 
reputation. 

Do  not  imagine,  my  dear  girl,  that 
I  am  here  Infinuating  any  impropef 
doubts  of  your  difcretion  :  I  know  yoU 
have  as  much  prudence  as  any  youn^ 
woman  in  England  5  but,  believe  me, 
LoUifa,  I  (hould  tremble  for  any  young 
woman  in  England  whom  I .  faw  in 
your  circumftances.  Your  lover  is'i 
man  endued  with  every  ait  of  perfua* 
fion,  and  every  advantage  of  period :  he 
is  in  a  few  days  to  be  your  hufband  j 
and,  from  the  nature  of  his  connefHon, 
as  well  as  from  the  excefs  of  your  ten- 
demefs,  muft  pofiV(*9  the  rtioft  unlimited 
(hare  of  your  confidence.  If,  therefore; 
in  fome  unhappy  moment,  he  fliould  hk 
uncommonly  importunate  for  arf  antii 
cipation  of  his  happinefs,  my  beatttrfut 
friend  might  find  it  difficult  to  withftsn^ 
his  folicitations:  the  tendemefs  of  hef- 
heart  might  poflibly  pi^vail  over  the 
force  of  her  underftanding ;  and,  t* 
cftablifh  a  momentary  repoie  in  his  ho- 
fom,  file  might,  perhaps,  wi(fi'amad« 
nefs  of  geivrofity,  deftroy  the  everlAftl 
ing  tranquillity  of  her  own. 

Of  all  the  ftages  in  a  woman's  life 
(my  mother  fays,  and  I- think  vi^hft 
great  reafon)  none  is  fo  dangerous  s^ 
the  period  between  her  acknowledgment 
of  a  paflion  for  a  man,  and  the  day  fet 
apart  for  her  nuptials.  Her  mind,  dur- 
ing that  interval,  is  fufceptible  of  im.- 
prcflionsunufually  tender  $  anJ  the  hap- 
py lover  is  admitted  to  a  number  of  fa- 
mtiiartt^es,  which  are  in  thfml^Ms  t)i% 
ftrongeft  teinptations.  Without  any  pre- 
meditated dcfign,  he  is  frequently  jn- 
ffarfied  by  t^ic  unfefrrved  fo/tnefs  wfikf^ 
hH  miftrefs  alTumes,  in  the  uiifdfpe^nff 
cdnfidettce  of  iter  heart)  Kttd  unaM^ 
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pifii^pVt  ^  nfift  lot  nopctoonty  of  hii . 
wiihcf  9  he  endeaToiirs  to  make  the  mbft 
of  his  opportunity.  Secure  oi  pardon^ 
c?en  if  he  gives  the  moft  ralpable  of- 
lence,  he  proceeds  with  boMnefs  to  t|i« 
•ccompliihmeiit  of  bis  purpofej  and  too 
many  have  been  the  onoappy  young 
ipomen  wbb  found  themfelYes  undone, 
before  th^  entertained  eren  a  diftant 
leaf  of  deftru£kion. 

My  mother  has  told  me,  that  it  ?s 
to  uncommon  circumihmce  among  the 
iiien»  tty  deareft  Louiia»  to  try  how  far 
diere  is  ai  pb0lbility  of  carrying  their 
jpowiar  over  a  believing  woman  f  and, 
greatly  as  tdcv  Teem  to  be  obliged  by  the 
ucrifice  which  we  make  them*  I  do  not 
imagine  there  was  ever  a  cafe  in  which 
one  of  them  liked  us  the  better  for  Co 
oonvincing  a  proof  of  our  affe^on  $ 
whereas,  on  the  contrary,  we  have  num« 

Slefs  inftances  where  that  very  proof 
I  excited  their  Idifguft,  and  mduced 
ihutk  to  eaft  us  off 

<  Like  a  dcteflcd  fio,* 

^s.poor  Monimia  fays,  to  the  irreparable 
injury  both  of  our  peace  and  our  cfaa- 
raifters*  Even  where  our  permitting  a 
lover  to  anticipate  the  rights  of  a  huf- 
band  no  wzy  interrupts  the  treaty  of 
jsarriage,  ftill  it  ieflens  us  fo  much  in 
his  opinion,  that  heaver  after  fufpef^s 
our  ndelity;  and  imagines,  that  what 
proceeded  entirely  from  a  pailionate  re- 
gard for  himfelf,  was  the  actual  refult 
either  of  levity  or  conftitution.  This 
iingle  foppofition  is  of  itfelf  fulficient  to 
imbitter  all  the  fweets  of  the  hymeneal 
ttnionj  to-bl^  all  the  rofes  round  the 
pillows  of  love,  and  to  plant  perpetual 
thomt.in  their  ftead. 

Excuie  me,  my  deareft  Loutfa,  for 
sny  anxiety  on  this  occafion.  By  my 
unea&ieis  judge  of  my  friendOiip,  and 
be  aflured  you  are  no  lefs  tender  than 
happinefs  or  honour  to  the  bofom  of 
your 

Rarriot  Beavclkric. 
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f |R  ROBBR.T  HAROLD  TO  CHARtES 
MBLMOTH,  IS<;^ 

«  T7IHAL  deftruaion  feize  en  all 

JT    •  the  world  I'    Perhaps,    Mel- 

motb^  theie  is  not  a  fclWw  this  m«* 


meot  esittng  ft  conplcadv  miibmblc 
as  I.  I  have  Aicceftded,  fattuly  fucteed* 
ed,  with  this  amiable  wretch,  and  both 
of  vt  mvft  bid  adieu  t»  happinefs  fu 
evert 

In  my  laft  letter  I  told  you,  how  tbia 
beautiful  woman  had  entirely  conoucred 
all  my  indiffwence  by  the  ineffable  rwoet« 
nefs  of  her  manner;  and  that  I  now 
longed  for  tlie  day  of  our  marriage  with 
as  much  impatience  as  if  I  bad  from 
the  firft  been  paffionately  fmitten..  The 
little  (eparation  from  her  after  her  de- 
parture from  Bath,  gave  an  inconceiv- 
able fpur  to  my  inclination ;  and  the 
bewitching  air  of  foftnefs  with  whidi 
ihe  receivM  me  on  my  going  down  to 
her  father's,  fo  compleatly  did  the  bu* 
finefs,  thiit  J  wondoed  at  my  own  ftu- 
pidity  in  being  £>  long  infimiible  of  her 
perfeaions. 

The  good  old  people,  notwithftand- 
ing  they  Teemed  highly  delighted  with 
my  company,  neverthclefs,  through  an 
injudicious  deme  of  tendemefa  both  to 
me  and  their  daughter,  took  every  op* 
portunity  of  leavmg  us  together  |  na- 
turally enough  Aippofing  that  we  fliouM 
be  beft  pleafed  to  be  Idft  to  the  unin- 
tenru|>ted  enjoyment  of  each  other^s  con- 
verfation :  arter  fupper,  particularly, 
they  withdrew  to  their  own  apartment 
fo  early,t  that  Loutfa  and  I  had  at  Icaft 
^hrce  or  four  hours  to  the  good,  before 
we  could  reafonably  think  of  retinng. 
I  need  not  tell  you,  Melmoth,  that 
when  two  young  people  are  left  together 
for  any  length  of  time,  fome  famili- 
arities win  pafs,  though  even  both  are  ' 
afhiated  by  the  beft  indmations.  Would 
it  not,  for  inftance,  have  been  furprizing, 
if,  circumftanced  as  I  was  with  Lout£^ 
I  had  fat  withhei  fbr  two  or  three  hours, 
without  ever  ravilhing  a  ki($,  presuming 
to  fink  upon  her  neck,  or  attempting  to 
clafp  her  in  my  arms,  when  me  even 
cendefcendingly  acknowledged  how  ten* 
derly  (he  loved  me  ?  Would  it  not  a](b 
have  been  equally  furprizing,  had  flie 
repulfed  thole  little  e/Tafions  of  tran- 
^ort,  at  the  very  inftant  that  they  were 
excited  by  her  own  confeflton,  and  in 
n  manner  authorized  by  the  confidcra- 
tton  of  the  union  which  Was  fo  portly 
to  Uke  phiee?  A  contrary  behaviour 
would  have  been  as  unnatnnl  U  it  wav 
impodible;  and  virtue  neither  expefted 
nor  required  more,  than  the  rellridiott 
of  our  trafifporty  within  fome  fenfiblo- 
bounds* 

•   But,, 
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Boly  dis't  Mdmodiil  who  can  ftrike 
alisc  to  the  palfiooty  or  pretend  to  tell 
flK  iropetuout  tide  of  youtli,  *  Go  no 
#  faithor  t^an  xbb  ?*  For  my  own  part, 
ns  I  ^1  anfw^  it  before  God,  I  nearer 
p  my  life  ,waf  more  diveibd  of  finifter 
de%Bt.  I  cottfidered  Louifa  in  ouite  a 
dUbrent  Isdit  from  anj  of  thoft  wo- 
BKa  «nth  wttom  I  had  formerly  trifled ) 
and  let  her  down  at  a  lady,  whoTe  re* 
potatioBwat  immediately  eonne^d  with 
mf  own.  I  faw  her,  befidet,  the  only- 
duster  of  an  honourable  family^ 
which  it  woiiid  ^  vnpardonable  to  dif- 
oace;  and  the  friendfliip  my  fitter  en* 
maii^  for  her,  waa  i  ci^nmftance 
of  itiirff  fnfficient  to  have  prryented 
nie  even  from  once  thinking  about  the 
poffibUity  of  attaining  1^  upon  any 
terma  that  were  not  ftnAly  honourable. 

You  have  often,  mj  dear  Melmoth, 
called  me  the  moft  ienttmental  libertine 
yon  ever  knew }  and  once,  in  a  convcr- 
iation  with  m^  fifter  Haverfliam,  aflur- 
ed  her,  notwithftanding  all  my  follies, 
fhft  I  waa  above  laving  any  unmanly 
icfacipea  forthefeduaion  of  mnocrnce  ) 
iik  t^  vou  did  me  nothing  more  than 
jnftice.  You  ypurfelf  know  that,  in 
one  half  of  my  ampun ,  the  advancei 
were  fq  palpable  on  the  wrong  (^c^ 
that  there  wis  no  creditable  method  of 
gettine  ofi^^  even  had  I  been  the  moft 
nnftt£ed  puritap  in  the  kingdom.  You 
will,  therefore,  i^aturally  credit  my  ac- 
cboBt,  and  believe  that  I  am  infinitely 
above  any  difin^iuouf  attempts  either 
topnlliate  or  dugnife  pty  part  iiithit 
vnfbftunate  tran(aSEtibn. 

I  had  been  now  a  full  week  djiown  at 
I^ntiia's,  and  company  ffom  various 
places  vras  impatiently  expeftrd  to  at- 
tend at  the  approaching  folemnityi 
when,  IfA  night,  ^le  and  I  fitting  as 
ifiual  to  enjoy  all  the  deliciot^^  npn- 
ienie  which  eenerally  make^  'up  the 
principal' part  6f  love  conyci-ratiods,  we 
happened  acadeptally  to  mention  a  fyit 
of  niffht-c]6ath^  which  flie  had  juft  re- 
ceived from  London,  and  which,  ibe 
laid,  became  her  cxceflively.  As  I  ex  • 
prelfed  a  desire  to  (tt  them  on  hcTi  flie 
xedred  imntedtateljr  to  her  room»  and» 
io  about  a  qoaitcr'  of  an  hour,  cam^ 
down  fo  irreilftibly  r'avifliingi  that  I 
was  no  longer  my  own  miifter.  '  Ima- 
gine to  youriUf,  Melmoth,  *  ^^ntK '  all 
joor  boafled  apathy  of  'di^ofitioix;  a 
vroman,  foch  as  I  have' repeatedly  de*' 
Icribed  Mifa  MiMmay,  ditAd  in  a 
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flowing  robe  of  white  flttdn»  widi  her 
fine  black  hair  hangins  careleisly  down 
her  neck,  and  every  tning  in  the  moil 
voluptuous  dilbrder:  imagine  this,  I 
fay,  and  td!  me  honeftljr  whether  j6u 
cojuld  have  beheld  her  without  emotion  f 
If  you  could,  you  nrnft  either  be  (bme* 
thing  more  or  lefs  than  human.  For  my 
part,  I  was  mere  flefli  and  blood  |  I 
iqatched  her  to  my  bofom  with  a  phmi- 
ay  of  the  moft  paffionate  admiratioDt 
and  almoft  ftifled  her  with  kiflcs.  Tht 
extatid^  tendefnefs  with  which  flie  re- 
ceived my  embrace  entirely  deflioyM 
m^  recolleftion  s  and  a  cuhod  ibdbt 
lying  moft  conveniently  raadv  to  uMt 
the  purpofesof  myraflinefs,  I  procaad* 
ed  from  liberty  to  liberty  till  iie  wai 
aftually  undone ! 

The  guiltv  triumph  thus  comp 
we  were  botn  in  an  inftant  t--^-^ 


ly  fen- 

fible  of  our  indifcretion.  touifa  milked 
to  her  chair  with  a  mingled  air  of  tht 
moft  fixed  aftonilhincnt  and  diftrefs,  and 
prelerved  a  nrofbund  filence  for  ibma 
minutes  |  till|  at  left,  unable  to  endure 
the  confli£^  in  her  bofom  anj  longer,  flw 
bid  her  face  in  a  handkerchief,  and  gava 
loofe  to  a  violent  flood  of  tears.  Fof 
my  own  part,  Melmoth,  I  was  equally 
tot'tured  by  fliame  and  regret  i  for  tht 
firft  time  in  my  life,  I  felt  fuch  a  mor« 
tification  ft  fucceeding  with  a  fine  wo* 
man,  that  I  could  not  for  the  loul  of 
me  fay  a  lyllable  of  comfort  to  her* 
The  miferies  which  I  eafily  fbrefiiw 
muft  arife  from  this  unfortunate  lapfe, 
crouded  at  onpe  upon  my  imagination } 
(b  that  that  cooqueft  which,  at  another 
time,  perhaps,  would  have  been  the 
higheft  gratification  to  my  vanitv,  now 
ferved  only  to  wound  my  lenubility, 
and  to  fill  me  with  the  moft  poignant 
diftrefs. 

The  wretched  Lonifii  ftUI  ctntinning 
fixed  with  her  elbows  on  her  knees,  her 
head  fupported  by  her  two-  hands,  and 
her  face  coyered  with  her  handkerchief, 
I  walked  over  to  her  chair  in  a  ftate  o£ 
united  angfuilh  and  irrefolution »  bleed- 
ing for  what  I  faw  her  fufier,  yet  fear* 
ing  to  offer  her  the  fmalleft  conlbbtion* 
However,  •  inftinfUvely  dropping  npoa 
one  knee,  I  begged  Aie  would  be  com  - 
poied,  and  aflured  her  that  what  had 
happened  rather  enhancfn  than  leflimed 
my  affeAion ;  and  that,  as  I  was  her 
huft>and  in  every  thing  but  the  cere- 
mony, there  waa  no  omnce  whatibever 
«ommitted  agatnft  vtrtne.  Fofin,  I  ob- 
Ca  lcrved» 
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%9^  WIS  -done  ^hftt  we  had  violat- 
ed i  axKJi  as  the  fearet  was  entirely  con-, 
fined  ^o  ovrrelve8»  there  was  little  occa- 
fi^n  .either  for  confufion  or  regret. 

We  are  all  of  us,  my  dear  Melmoth, 
r^y  enough  to  believe  what  we  wifh 
may  be  true;  aod  poor  Louifa,  though 
(He  could  not  be  convinced  by  the  force 
of  my  reafonings^  neveitbelefs  attempt- 
ed to  be  chearful  2  (he  wiped  her  charm- 
i^g  eyes,  therefore,  and  feemed  delighted 
a|  the  r?fpe£iful  attitude  in  which  ihe 
beheld  me ;  for  I  ft  ill  continued  on  my 
|c|iee,  and  endeavoured,  by  all  the  lit- 
tk  teQdernefles  in  my  power  to  raiie 
l^t.lQto.  credit  with  herfelf.  I  talked 
faaiiVKirly  about  the  wedding-day,  call- 
ed. Mr  my  'wife  in  the  nio((  melting  ac- 
cent I  could  poilibly  aiTume  j  and,  at 
intervals,  took  the  liberty  pf  chiding 
her  anxiety  as  an  equal  doubt  of  my  ho- 
npurandmy  Jove,  Atlaft,  I  fuc^eed- 
ed  pretty  well  in  re-aiTurin^  her:  (he 
vrnturea  to  look  up  with  an  air  of  feme 
confidence!  condelVepded  to  ^\^y  with 
nsy  iingers,  and  even  once  went  fo  far 
us  %o  honour  my  iiand  with  her  lips. 
X  need  fcarcely  inform  you  what  the 
cpoiequence  was :  the  tide  of  palfion 
was  in  an  inftant  fwelled  up  to  the  cuf. 
tomary  height,  and  every  impulfe  of  re- 
colle£bion  was  again  fwtrpt  away  upon 
the  couch. 

Such,  Melmoth,  is  the  prefent  fitua- 
tton  of  aftairs  between  Louifa  and  your 
unfortunate  friend ;  what  to  do  I  know 
i)<ot.  You  are  not  to  be  told  bow  ro- 
xnantically  delicate  I  am  in  my  no- 
tions about  women.  It  is  with  me  a 
fixed  principle,  that  the .  fame  woman 
who  fufferaeven  the  man  ihe  doats  upon 
to  diftra£lion  to  ta)ce  advantage  of  ah 
Unguarded  moment,  will  have  her  un- 

fuarded '  momenta  with  other  people, 
ai&on  will,  in  all  probability,  often 
Supply  the  want  of  inclination  $  and  the 
lame  warmth  of  conftitution  which  ori- 
ginally betrayed  her  .into  an  indifu'etion 
with  him,  is  but  too  likely  to  make 
her  guihy  of  indifcretions  with  every 
body  elfe.  How  frequently,  Charles, 
in  the  keenneft  of  appetite,  have  I,  where 
more  i^eeable  dimes  were  not  imme- 
diately at  hand,  ^llcu  greedHj  uponi 
fuch  fare  as  a^ually  turned  my  fiomach 
when  I  came  to  confider  jt?  Women, 
kke  ourfelvea,  are  only  fle(h  and.  blood  | 
defires  are  as  natural  to  theip  a^  tp  us  | 
•od  who.  can  take  upon  him  to  fay, 
wiieA   thft  Javouritc  obje6t  of   tl)j^ 


wiOies  is  at  any  drftanee,  but  what  4m« 
cefllty  may  immediately  metaroorpliofc 
a  piece  of  coarfe  beef  into  an  ablolutc 
ortolan  ? 

This,  you  will  po/Tibly  obfervc,  i% 
bringing  a  general  charge  agaiutt  the 
fex,  and  fuppoiing  that  there  is  no  fuch 
thing  as  virtue  exilllng  in  any  indivi- 
duaTof  the  whole :  an  o|)iniqo  of  fuch 
a  nature  is  wh^t  I  am  neither  bale 
enough  nor  weak  enough  tq  adopts 
Coxcomb  as^I  may  be  in  fume  reipcAf, 
and  greatly  as  my  vanity  has  been  flat- 
tered by  fuccefs  among  the  ladies,  ftiil 
I  was  never  one  of  thofe  fellows  who 
thought  the  fex  imiverlally  depraved. 
On  uie  conta*ary,  I  dare  &y  there  ai^ 
thoufands  who  are  capable  of  reJQiUng 
the  deepeft  fubtleties  of  the  moft  plau- 
fible  dpugn.  But  where  we  have  oiir<», 
felves  experienced  the  frailty  of  a  wo- ' 
man,  it  is  natural  enough  to  form  an 
idea  upon  what  we  know  j  and  reafon- 
able  enough  to  judge,  from  her  beha- 
viour in  one  or  two  circumltances,  what 
her  condu6l  is  likely  to  be  in  all. 

After  a  declaration  of  this  kind,  you 
may  probably  imagine  that  I  do  not 
intend  nnarrying  Mifs  Mildmay,  not- 
witliftanding  the  treaty  has  been  carried 
fo  far  between  th<t  two  families ;  you 
are,  however,  much  mldaken.  Giieatly 
as  this  unhappy  affair  has  funk  her  in 
my  opinion,  1  /hall  neverthelefs  pay  a 
rigid  attention  to  the  faniSlity  of  my. 
word.  But  though  I  (hall  behave  with 
juUice,  1  (hall  alfo  ad  with  candour, 
I  (hall  inform  her  lu)w  utterly  impof- 
fible  it  will  be  for  her  ever  to  recover 
my  confidence  after  what  has  pailed } 
and  if  die  is  weak  enough  to  accept  my 
hand  while  I  make  apofitive  avowal  of 
ray  contempt — why,  me  mud  abide  by- 
the  confequence. 

This  morning  (lie  came  down  to 
breakfaft  with  ab  increafed  degree  of 
beauty,  if  it  is  podlble  for  fuch  beauty 
to  admit  of  an  increafe.  The  delight- 
ful confcioufncfs  that  fluihed.upon  her. 
cheek,  enlightened  her  complexion  into 
an  abfolute  blaze  of  peife^lion  j  while 
the  fpeaking  fenfibility  of  a  down-ca(^ 
eye  threw  fuch  a  mode(^y  over  her  fea- 
tures, as  rendered  her  the  6neft  pi^lure 
whiph  fancy  could  conceive  of  the  foftcli, 
innocence  and  lave.  Her  father,  qhann-. 
ed  with  her  appearance,  turned  round 
to  m^a  ^nd,  in  a  very  low  wliifper,  faid^ 

*  Ah,  Harold !  you  fee  the  fweetnefs 

*  ^A  .4.c)^f^y  oi  my  poor  |;irl  |  th^ 

•  day 
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*  day  is  now  £o  ncir  flie  cmnot  look 

*  at  you  with  ^y  dcmcof  rdblution.' 
Unhappy  old  nan  1  little  docs  he  ima- 
gine what  a  loofe  all  that  wonderful 
compound  of  fvirertneft  and  delicacy 
can  give  to  the  di^^tes  of  an  unhal- 
lowed imagination.  Little  does  he  think 
how  ibe  burned  in  my  arms  la  ft  night, 
and  poured  out  her  whole  foul  in  the 
jDoft  paffionate  .ftorm  of  a  voluptuous 
iodioation.  E.ut,  alaa*  Melmoth  t  why 
do  I  harrow  up  my  recolleftian  with 
tiiat  curfcd  nig&t  ?  It  has  fiven  me  an 
eternal  averiion  to  the  only  woman  I 
can  ever  look  upon  with  tendernefsy 
and  fattened  all  the  fcorpions  of  an  in* 
vincible  hatred  to  the  boforo  of  nn  ex- 
travagant love.  You  can  fcaroely  ima- 
gine, my  dear  Melmoth,  what  I  felt  at 
her  approach.  My  indignation  was  no 
kfs  excited  than  my  tranfport,  and  I 
could  not  help  faying  to  myfelf,  '  How 
'  aftoniikingly  is  that  creature  calcu- 
'  lated  to  deceive  1  This  moment,  when 

*  I  know  her  ftained  and  polluted,  whit 

*  an  angel-like  air  /he  alTumes}  as  if 

*  utterly  unconfcious  of  a  Uot,  and  no 
f  ki»  unfullied  in  her  mind  than  fault- 

*  left  in  her  peribn  T  In  reality,  Mel- 
moth, the  more  innocent  (he  Jeems  now, 
the  more  )  have  hereafter  to  appnehend  ; 
Goce  the  fame  air  of  purity  which  at 
prelent  yarniflies  over  the  crime  I  am 
feniible  of,  may,  in  future,  ferve  to 
conceal  a  thoufand,  which  are  neceifary 
for  my  knowledge,  though  delhii£live 
to  my  felicity.  A  few  hours,  how- 
ever, will  determine  my  fate  with  re- 
gard ro  Mifs  Mildmay.  This  is  Moiv- 
day  i  and  Saturday  next  the  wedding  is 
to  be  (xlebrated  :  none  of  the  company 
are  yet  arrived,  (o  that  the  fooncr  mat- 
ters are  brought  to  an  edairciflement 
the  bettirr.  Dear  Melmoth,  pity  my 
iituatipn,  and  believe  me,  with  the  ut- 
1&0&  affe^Uon,  yours^  * 

R.  Harold. 


J.  E  T  T  £  R     VII. 

Mas.     MILDMAY    TO    THE     RIGHT 
HONOURABLX     T^t      COiJNTSSS 
,      OF  HAVBR8HAM. 

OLady  Halrerfliam»  whatOallldo, 
or  where  (hall  I  go  !  Your,  inhu- 
man brother  has  broke  my  heart;  and 
Tiy  unfortunate  child,  that  was  once 
be  darling  of  m^  a|^  i^  nqw  caft  Qfa% 


ham  the  arms  of  her  fadier,  and  es« 
poled  at  well  to  the  dctefiation  a$  the 
contempt  of  all  her  family !  If  I  can 
any  way  fvppoct  my  fpiriu  to  go  througli 
with  the  ihocking  ftory,  you  fliallbe 
acquainted  with  all)  you  have  fin« 
fenfe,  Lady  Haverfham ,  you  h^vt  great 
humanity,  and  can  allow  for  thedif*, 
tra^ion  of  an  unhappy  mother,  torn  itK 
a  moment  from  the  enjoy pient  of  a4 
her  hopes,  and  doomed  to  languifli  out 
the  litue  remainder  of  her  days  in  e^«a( 
ipretchedoefs  and  dingp-ace. 

Here  my  poor  Mr.  Mildraay  and  I 
were  felicitating  each  other  at  the  pro- 
fpe£l  of  an  approaching  union  between, 
our  family  and  yours,  and  waiting 
with  impatience  for  the  day  which  waa 
to  fecure  our  child  in  the  protection  of 
g  worthy  bulband.  Nothing  but  youi 
ptefence,  the  presence  of  our  ion,  an4 
the  company  of  a  few  particular  friends^ 
was  wanting  to  <;omt)leat  our  happi* 
nefs.  O  that  we  could  have  prevatlecl 
upon  you  to  accompany  your  cruel  bron 
therdown  !  the  irreparable  injury  which 
has  murdered  all  our  tranqiiillity  ha4 
then  never  happened ;  and  we  |)ould 
now  be  exulting  in  felicity,  inftead  of 
finking  beneath  a  load  ot  unuuerablc 
(hame  and  diftrefs ! 

I  was  fitting  in  my  own  parlour  thia 
morning,  reading  my  favourite  Sherlock 
upon  Death,  when  Sally,  my  daughter's 
maid,  fcrcamed  out  from  the  tap  of  the 
Hairs,  that  her  miftrefs  was  dyinr. 
Terrified  at  this  informatjon,  as  y^ 
may  naturally  imagine,  I  halteaed  to 
her  ai&ftance,  and  found  the  unfortunate 
girl  in  a  very  ftrpng  Iwftorick,  iiretch«4 
upon  the  floor,  and  Sally  in  vain  at*, 
tempting  to  raUe  her  up.  By  this  ume,| 
two  or  three  of  the  other  women -fer* 
vaots  joined  us,  and  we  lifted  her  be- 
tween us  into  an  arm-chair^  where,  witl| 
a  great  deal  of  di^ulty,  ibe  was  brought 
a  little  to  hcfffUf .  She  fcarcely  recovcr«^ 
ed,  however,  when  %  ^<b11  into  aaofhei; 
lit,  and  continued  in  a  courfe  of  fuc- 
cei^ve  faintings  for  feveral  hours;  ih 
that  I  tDought  it  prudent  to  find  a 
chariot,  afidTpc  of  our  belt  huifes,  foi; 
Do^or  Wcbley.  About  pve  q'clock  ii| 
the  evening  ike  became  P'^ty  well 
composed,  and  the  c^fceiuve  Euiguo 
/he  had  undergone  throw  her  into  ai 
profound  Aeep)  in  which  (he  lay  til| 
very  n^af  twelve*  During  the  prin« 
cipal  part  of  this  mel%nchoTy  fcene,  my, 
pQ9r  Mr*  J^ildm^y  ^^d  I  were  not  Hi^e 
minutes 


2LO 


LOUISA    MILDMAY. 


ihnratet  abftnt  from  the  room.  'Her 
fatheTj  you  know,  doated  on  her,  if  pof- 
fible,  with  a  decree  of  tendemefs  more 
piercingly  (enfibTe  than  myfelf  t  he  hung 
•fer  her  continually,  ip  an  agopy  of 
fpeechlefs  diffara^tion;  to|e  the  white 
liair  from  his  temple s,  pr  turned  yp  his 
eyes  towards  Heaven,  as  if  he  meant  to 
cxpoiblate  with  th<  Divine  Being  for 
f  ibting  his  daughter  with  fuch  an  aiHic* 
tion,  at  a  time  when  he  looked  for 
nothing  but  the  moft  perfeft  content. 
His  diftreft ,  you  nuiy  ea^y  conclu  de,  wa  s 
a  confiderable  aggravation  of  what  I  felt 
for  my  wretched  child  :  and,  though  I 
endeavoured  to  confole  him,  every  effort 
which  I  made  for  ^hat  punwfe  rendered 
me  doubly  in  needof  confolation  myfelf. 
,  All  this  time  1  was  totally  ignorant  of 
what  occafioned  the  unhappy  girPs  dif- 
trefs}  and  I  tortured  my  imagination 
inceflantly,  with  endeavouring  to  think 
upon  fome  probable  caufe.    But  jud^e. 


Lady  Havenham,of  my  diftra£^ion,when 
the  poor  deluded  creature,  fti-uck  with 
thean|;uifli  into  which  (he  faw  us  plung- 
ed, fetzed  the  iirft  opportunity  that  hef 
perfeft  recovery  to  reafon  lupplied,  of 
'  informing  me  that  (he  was  totally  un* 
worthy  of  the  leaft  regard  $  that  (he  had 
fatally  facrificed  the  honour  of  her  fa- 
mily; that  Sir  Robert  Harold  was  irre- 
coverably loft  i  and  that  death  was  the 
only  thing  which  could  poflibly  put  a 
period  to  her  affli^lions.  In  (hort,  the 
keennefs  of  her  fenfibility  would  not  al- 
low  her  to  keep  any  thing  concealed  : 
Ihe  let  me  into  the  whok  ftpry  of  her 
guilty  intercourfe  with  your  brother  j 
ind  the  agonies  into  which  the  horrid 
^ifcovery  naturally  threw  me,  fweeping; 
mway  every  trace  of  her  recoUeflion, 
Ihe  made  no  fcruple,  in  the  fullnefs  of 
her  ibul,  to  mention  the  caufe  of  my 
affitatfon  to  her  father)  upbraiding  her- 
fdf  ftt  the  fyme  time  as  the  worft  of  par- 
ricides, who  had  not  only  ihortened  my 
days  but  murdered  my  reputation. 

Vo«  know,^  mv  dear  Lady  Haver- 
Iham,  how  rigidly  refined  my  poor 
Mr.  Mildmay  is  in  every  thine  which 
concerns  the  female  delicacy  of  his  fa- 
mily. You  know  he  can  fcarcely  al- 
low for  the  moft  cafual  infirmities  of 
human  nature  in  a  woman,  thou|;h  he 
prepofteroufly  thinks  the  other  fex  is  en- 
titled to  the  moft  unlimited  indul^ce. 
^  All  his  pity,  therefore,  for  his  mifera- 
.  ble  daughter,  was  infbmtly  turned  into 
an  extravagant  rage^  he  fpuroed  the 


wretched  girl  as  flie  hy  at  his  feet,  la* 
menttng  her|  fatal  indifcretion  in  lan« 
guage  that  would  pierce  a  heart  of  ada- 
mant, and  imfjloring  his  for^ivenefs 
with  all  the  forcible  rhetorrck  offtreanir 
tng  eyes,  a  burfting  bofbm,  and  a  pro« 
ftrate  fupptication.  Iri  vain  did  I  kneel* 
with  my  child,  {for,  O  Lady  Haver- 
(ham,  notwithftanding  the  givatnefa  of 
her  crime,  I  cannot  drive  the  modxi^ 
from  my  heart!)  and  conjure  him,  by 
whatever  I  thought  moft  ai&dingi  fo 
pity  her :  the  more  earneft  we.  were  ii| 
our  folicitation>  the  more  inexorable  he 
became  in  his  rerentmentx  till' at  laff.' 
worked  up  to  a  phrenzy  of  indigr)ationy' 
he  poured  out  a  moft  barbarous  execra- 
tion on  her,  and  commanded  me,  in  a 
tone  whidh  I  never  prefumed  todifpote, 
to  fee  the  infamous  ftrumpet  (that  was 
his  cruel  worcj)  turned  out  of  the  houfe 
in  lefs  than  an  hour,  as  I  either  valued 
his  repofe,  or  my  qwn  tranquillity.  My 
own  tranquillity,  |'ady  Havermanii— • 
alas,  I  fliall  never  know  a  moment*^ 
happihefs  more  I  My  peace  of  mind  i% 
eternally  dcftroyed ;  and,  fo  long  as  t 
retain  the  fenie  of  feeling,  I  muft  be 
tremblingly  alive  to  the  united  wotmda 
both  of  misfortune  and  difgrace. 

Mr.  Mildmay,  after  pronouncing  thi| 
fentence  on  his  loft,  unhapoy  daughter, 
flew  out  of  the  room,  though  it  was  paf| 
twelve  o'clock  at  night  ^  though  the  lea- 
fon  was  r^arkably  fevcrp,  and  though 
a  moft  violent  ftorm  of  wind  and  raia 
was  at  that  very  moment  abroadt  no- 
thing could  ipdticehim  to  delay  the  exe- 
cution of  his  comiiiands  till  momfaig. 
Utterly  deaf  to  my  remonftrances,  he 
infifted  upon  expoiing  her  to  all  the  fury 
of  the  elements;  and  it  was  with  tfve 
utmoft  difficulty  that  I  prevailed  upon 
him,  at  laft,  to  let  the  charidt  take  htf 
to  farmer  Wilfon's  at  the  end  of  die 
avenue;  in  fu£t,  as  well  as  all  parental 
feeline,  he  feemed  to  put  off  all  com- 
mon humanity,  and  to  rejoice  at  the 
horror  of  the  night  in  v^icK  fhc  was  to 
be  driven  out,  though,  but  an  hour  be- 
fore, he  would  have  Ihuddered, 

— — <  Left  the  windi  of  heatea 

<  ShouU  vlfit  her  fact  too  NMishly** 

O  Lady  Haverfham,  how  happy  are  yoip 
in  a  want  pf  children  I  Tou  have  a 
thoufand  times  lamented  in  my  hearing 
that  you  never  had  a  child  s  yet,  was  if 
poffible  fbr  yoa  to  ioiagiiia  but  ttalf 
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fiunefl  part  of  any  diftnfty  you  would 
OTO  the  luodDcr$  of  Providence  was  ne- 
ver more  manifefted  than  in  the  refuial 
of  what  you  think  ableifing,  and  what 
I  experience  to  be  the  greateft  of  all 
misfortuncf.-^Buty  to  go  on. 

Thefererity  which  Mr.  Mildmay  thus 
relentleTsIy  exercifed  on  hit  mi(erablc 
chiidy  in  a  great  roeafure  Aibdued  the 
reiennncnt  which  I  myfelf  fliould  other- 
wile  have  entertained  againft  her;  I 
could  not  therefore  rtfift  the  moft  ample 
indulgence  of  maternal  tendemefs,  when 
the  moment  of  reparation  came  on  i  I 
prefled  her  to  my  heart  with  at  much 
cordiality  at  if  (he  had  never  oilended, 
and  entirely  forgot  the  nature  of  her 
faol^  an  the  appreheniion  of  never  fee- 
mg  her  ag^in.  The  poor  girl  was  quite 
unable  to  fopport  herfelf  againft  what 
Ihe  called  an  cxcefs  of  gomlneft :  (he 
fell  repeatedly  on  her  kneu  to  kifs  my 
handf  $  drenched  them  with  her  tears  i 
and  departed,  leaning  on  the  arm  of  her 
Sally,  with  a  deiire  3iat  I  would  forget 
there  ever  had  been  fuch  a  creature  aa 
bcrielf,  and  a  requeft  that  I  would  trans- 
fer all  the  alTeetion  which  flie  had  fo 
fliamefoUy  diigraccd  to  the  advance- 
ment of  her  brother^s  happineft,  and  the 
reftoratiou  of  her  father's  tranquillity. 

During  the  Ihort  time  allowed  us  to 
take  leave,  we  agreed  that  (he  (hoold 
go  to  her  coofin  DamePs  in  London, 
as  Mrs.  Darnel  is.  a  very  grave  woman, 
and  has  ibme  obligations  to  our  faroil]^, 
which  muft  render  her  additionally  foil-. 
citous  about  Louifa*s  accomroodaticn: 
there,  if  her  unhappy  laple  (l)ould  be 
attended  with  any  con^ucnces,  (he  will 
be  Cure  of  tendemcfs  and  fecrefy.  I  have 
packed  up  all  her  cloatbs  and  her  little 
ornaments}  and,  in  one  of  her  trunks, 
ikall  (end  up,  unknown  to  her  father,  a 
Bank  note  of  five  hundred  pounds :  this 
will  maintain  her  till  I  find  v^hcther 
there  is  a  polTibility  of  prevailing  on 
Mr.  Mildmay  to  overlook  her  &u\u 
If,  as  I  much  apprehend,  a  reconcilia- 
tioirwith  him  ihould  be  extremely  difii- 
cult,  I  muft  make  her  what  remittances 
I  can,  as  he  will  never  think  thofe  en- 
titled to  any  in(lancfs  of  his  bounty 
whom  he  makes  ths  objects  of  his  it- 
.icotment* 

Such,  my  dear  lady  Haver(bam»  is 
the  prefent  Jituatloa  of  your  unfortunate 
friend.  Your  cruel,  your  inhuman  bro- 
ther, may  ^rhaps  triumph  in  the  de- 
foladon  wkich-he  has  occaiioacd  |  andf 


like  the  generality  of  low*minded  liber* 
tines,  imagine  that,  in  proportktn  as  he 
has  aggravated  the  diArefles  of  a  family 
that  fincerely  lovod  and  t&tgmtd  hirop 
he  has  made  a  £re(h  acquifition  to  the 
importance  of  his  charafler.  Yon,  I 
know,  will  heartily  iympathize  in  our 
afiiiAions.  You  are  his  (lAer,  but  noC 
the  abettor  of  his  crimes ;  and  therefore^ 
I  am  perfuaded,  every  thing  in  your 
power  will  be  done  to  procure  us  the 
moft  efie^lual  redrefs. 

The  only  redrefii  which  we  can  now 
have,  is  an  inftant  renewal  of  the  Itte 
treaty  which  your  brother  fo  cruelly 
difturhed.  About  two  hours  before  I 
firft  heard  of  Louifa's  illnefs,  it  ieems 
he  rode  away  from  hence  upon  a  pretend- 
ed vifit  to  the  Earl  of  A«-— }  but,  af 
he  has  never  been  heard  of  (ince,  I  fup- 
pofe  he  is  in  London  by  this  time,  enter- 
taining his  difTol  ate  companions  with  the 
defb-uaion  of  poor  Louifa  Mildmay  I 
O,  Lady  Haverfliam !  do  not  you  wonder 
that,  in  fuch  a  difb^ion  of  mind,  I  am 
able  to  write  with  the  leaft  method  or 
propriety  }  The  power  of  recolle£bon» 
however »  is  a  faculty  which  is  no  way 
enviable  in  the  wretched  j  and  tho&  who 
have  unhappily  loft  thciir  peace  of  mind* 
ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  wi(h  for  am 
immediate  lofs  ot  unUerftanding. 

Notwithftanding  my  indignation  at 
your  brother^s  barbarity,  Lady  Haver* 
(ham,  I  am  neverthelel's  ready  to  over- 
look every  thing  which  has  happened* 
if  he  comes  down  again  and  re-efta* 
bli(hes,  as  far  as  he  yet  can,  the  repoft 
of  our  family.  Louifa,  I  am  fore,  muft 
doat  with  the  moft  extravagant  fondnefa 
on  him,  or  ihe  never  couul  have  madn 
fuch  a  i'acrifice:  her  forgivenefs,  there- 
fore, efpecially  if  I  intereil  my(clf  in  the 
affair,  is  not  very  difficult  to  be  obtain- 
ed }  and  perhaps  Mr.  Mildmay,  when 
he  fees  that  there  is  no  other  courfe  to 
follow,  may  be  brought  to  abate  a  little 
of  his  refentment.  My  reafon  for  being 
thus  anxious  for  an  accommodation  of 
this  unhappy  affair,  is  a  fear,  UBt^ 
wben  my  ion  comes  to  hear  of  it.  he 
may  take  fome  defperate  revenge,  whidi 
will  involve  us  in  new  calamities.  Yo» 
know  he  is  brave  to  a  fault,  and  piques 
himfelf  excef&Yely  on  the  dignity  or  hif 
profeffion,  and  the  reputation  of  his  fat- 
mily.  Should  he,  therefore,  think  of 
calling  your  brother  to  an' account,  I 
may  po&bly  be  robbed  of  both  my 
children,  and  may  hare  cbt  murder  of 
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|raraM  by  the  tini^krs  deAth  ot  my 

'  Thttftme  doniideradon,  LadyHatwr* 
9nim»  vhkh  renderar  me  anxiouft  fVyr  the 
jfcrefenration  of  a  Ton,  mud  naturally  in- 
flutnce  your  conduft  for  the  fefety  of  a 
trrother,  even  admitting  that  a  perfon  of 
tour  lady(hip'a  well  known  benevolence 
moiild,  upon  fo  zfkStmg,  an  oceafion,  be 
told  to  the  diftates  of  jufttce  or  the 
fedines  of  humanity.  You  will  eonie  • 
i^bentTy  ertrt  your  utmoU  power  with 
your  brothet  to  renew  the  treaty  lately 
tarried  bn,  and  tiy  all  your  intereft 
ivith  Mr.  Mildmay  In  favour  of  Loa- 
2(a.  Who  knows,  my  dear  Lady  Haver- 
tham,  but  Providence  'may  yet  have 
fome  hotif«  Sf  peace  in  ftore  foi*  an  im- 
happy  mother,  and  enable  her  to  look 
<>nce  more  with  cbearfulnefs  upon  her 
liunily!  This  letter  I  have  difpatched 
by  a  fpecial  meflTenger,  as  I  wanted  to 
fend  you  the  jewels  which  your  brother 
a  few  days  ago  prefented  to  Louifa  $  and 
which,  at  parting,  the  poor  girl  left  with 
me  for  thatpurpofe.  Your  ladyfhip'agood 
folic  will  immediately  fee  the  propriety 
of  returning  them  5  and,  I  dace  fayj  do 
tne  the  juftice  to  think  that  I  confider 
fhe  neceflity  which  has  occafioned  that 
return,  as  the  greateft  misfortune  that 
ever  yet  befel  jxjur  ladyfhip^s  fmcerely 
devoted,  but  unfpeakably  affli^ed, 

HoRATiA  Mildmay* 


•  LETTER    VIII. 

SIR  ROBERT  HAROLD  TO  CHARLES 
MELMOTH,  ESq^ 

YPU  are  no  doubt  impatient,  my 
dear  Charles,  from  the  nature  of 
my  laft  letter,  to  hear  in  what  manner  I 
conduced  my  explanatory  interview  with 
Mifs  Mildma^r.  You  cannot,  however, 
Xtt  more  impatient  to  hear  than  1  am  to 
tell  Jt  s  yet,  fomchow,  I  feel  a  latent 
Ikind  of  repngnahce  to  enter  upon  the 
ibbje£t,  as  if  I  was  fenfible  of  having 
tinted  "with  a  mantfeft  impropriety.  This 
latent  nfteafittcfs  you  have  often  called 
the  working  of  honeft  confdehce^  and 
told  ine  that  I  might  be  fore  I  had  dont 
Jbnie  unjuftiftable  aAion  whenever  I 
found  h  buiy  <vith  my  tranqMillity.  i 
i  half  afraid,  Mchnofh,  that  yon  art 
ht :  ^f  MiiV  MiUhsay  hangs  nn«c- 
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mailer  of  the  univerfe,  I  would  give  ir« 
either  never  to  have  (een  her,  or  to  thro^ 
an  everlaAiAg  oblividn  upon  erne  ended 
tranfa£tion. 

After  break  faft  on  Monday  morning, 
Mr.  Mifdmay  withdrew  to  his  ftudy^ 
and  Mrs.  Mildmay  retired  to  her  read- 
ing  parlour:  Louifa  and  I  vrcre  left 
alone  j  and  neither  of  us,  for  a  full  half 
hour,  fpoke  a  fmgle  fyllabie,  each  ex- 
pe^iin^  the  other  would  begin  the  con* 
verfauon.  Myfilence,  as  it  vltts  indeed 
my  bufinef^  to  fpeak  Hi^ft,  catting  the 
poor  girl  to  the  heart,  (he  bufft  into  k 
flood  of  tears,  and  with  fime  difficulty 
told  me,  that  (he  plainly  faw  bow  nmch 
ihe  was  leffened  in  my  efteem  ;  and  that 
(he  w*s  fure,  after  what  had  happened, 
it  would  be  much  better  to  think  of 
breaking  off  the  intended  conneatoa 
than  to  cany  it  on  where  there  was  (b 
fmall  an  expe6l:ttion  of  happrnefs.  To 
this  I  replied,  with  an  air  of  tendemefs, 
vtfibly  affeaed  however,  that  (he  did 
the  higheft  injuftice  to  my  love  {  that  I 
beheld  her  with  a  more  paflionate  admU 
ration  than  ever,  and  that  nothing  could 
be  more  idle  than  to  teaze  herfelf  with 
the  indulgence  of  a  fear  that  had  fo  little 
fdundation  in  probability :  I  concluded 
this  cold  compliment,  with  a  bow  upon 
her  hand,  that  indicated  Very  little  oir 
no  emotion,  though  it  contained  a  great 
deal  of  refpe^lj  and,  turning  to  the 
window  with  an  air  of  the  moft  mortify- 
ing unconcern,  obferved  that  we  could 
fcarcely  hope  for  any  of  our  expe6Ve4 
company  while  the  weather  continued 
fo  uncommonly  boifterous. 

Louifa  was  a  woman  of  too  much 
foul,  to  fhnd  againft  the  attack  of  r 
palpable  indi(ference,  however  fpecioufly 
glbflfed  over  with  a  fmooth  civility ;  and, 
indeed,  I  intended  mv  indifference  fliouM 
be  icen  pretty  plainly,  as  I  had  no  o- 
ther  method  of  bringing  matters  to  an 
edairciffement  with  any  tolerable  degree 
of  propriety.  In  proportion,  therf^re, 
as  (he  faw  me  calm  and  undifturbed,  (he 
very  naturally  took  the  alarm,  and  ton- 
fidered  all  the  ufelefs  profellions  of  my 
good -breeding  ki  fo  many  indireA  de- 
clarations of  my  difrdpc^.  To  a  fello^ 
of  your  knowledge,  Melmoth,  1  need 
not  obfcrve  how  extremely  we  are  pro- 
-voked  by  a  polite  lerenity,  where  our 
hearts  are  deeply  interetted  in  the  ifftte 
of  a  debate.  Good- breeding,  whc^e 
we  want  to  txctte  the  tbongeft  cm<oli^, 
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U  the  moft  aggravating  infult  wbich  we 
can  poiiibly  naeet  i  bccaufe  it  equaliy 
diiappoints  our  views,  and  denies  ut  an 
opportunity  of  finding  fault  t  confciouf 
that  it  would  eifeflually  anfwcr  my  pur< 
pofe,  I  continued  ii  till  I  had  wound 
up  Louifa  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  paf- 
(iony  and  madamed  her  with  To  profound 
a  degree  of  veneration,  as  gave  me  a 
Ipeedy  oc.aHon  of  carrying  my  dcfign 
into  execution. 

*  Very  well,  Sir  Robert,'  fays  Ihe,  as 
I  ftood  playing  with  a  Chineie  6gure  on 
the  chimney-piece,  fo  placid  andyo  un- 
ditiurbed,    <  you   ice  this    affair  in   a 

*  very  eafy  light ;  but  fufTer  me  to  aflure 

*  you,  before  things  are  carried  to  the 

*  laft  extremity,  that  if  you  are  aftuat- 
'  ed  by  any  infolent  motives  of  pily  for 

*  me,  and  not  influenced  entirely  by  a 

*  jegard  for  your  own  happinei's,  far 
■  as  matters  have  unfortunately  gone 
<  b?twren  us,  I  am  determined  to  ilop 

*  where  we  are.  Yf»u  may,  perhaps, 
'  render  me  wrttchcvl,  but  it  never  (hall 
'  be   in  your  power  to  make  me  con- 

*  itmpiible/ 

The  minified  air  of  dignity  and  diHrefs 
with  which  the  beautiful  giil  pronounc- 
ed this  decoration,  went  to  my  very 
heart}  yet  that  damred,  unhappy  fa- 
cility with  ubich  ihe  yicidcd  to  my 
wiflies,  itili  employed  the  principal  iliare 
cf  my  thoughts.  I  was  ;ietei mined  to 
a^>  agrteablu  to  the  reloiutici}  which  I 
had  pieviouiiy  made,  9nd  therefore  re- 
piled,  that  though  nothing  but  the  ho- 
nour of  her  hand  could  })uCibly  It'cure 
my  felicity,  neveitheleis,  iince  (he  Item- 
ed fo  deiirous  to  break  ufF  the  treaty 
iubfifting  between  us,  I  was  ready  to 
make  any  conceflion  that  might  be  a- 
giceable  to  her  inciinations,  howc\er  le- 
pugnant  fuch  a  conceflion  might  be  to 
my  own. 

The  cool  i'arcaftick  humility  of  this 
icpty,  added  greatly  to  her  indignation, 
but  no  jfvay  got  the  better  of  her  recol- 
leftionf   *  Sir  Robcit,'  la>sflie,  '  it  is 

*  no  difficult   matter   to  perceive  the 

*  whole  extent  of  your  defign.  The  fa- 

*  tal  teilimony  which  I  have  given  you 

*  of  my  fondnefs  has  leflened  me   in 

*  your  efleeip,  and  of  courie  rendered 
'  you  diiinclined  to  the  union  which  was 

*  to  fubliil  between  our  families :  you 
'  want,  by  a  cruel  lerenity,  a  (labbiog 

*  politcncfs  of  behaviour*  to  foicc  inc 

*  icto  fuch  a  rcfufal  of  your  addrelTesi 
'  a>  jnay  gire  a  colour  to  your  contempt, 
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There  is  no  neceiHty,  however,  Sif 
Robert,  for  running  to  io  poofj  fo 
unmanly  an  artifice.  If  you  are  iii 
the  leaft  defirous  of  avoiding  a  match 
with  a  wretch^  whofe  partiality  for 
yourfelf  has  alone  rendered  her  culpa- 
ble, be  generous  and  tell  her  fo.  She  ii 
not  yet  lb  utterly  loft  to  fcntiment,  at 
to  folicit  for  your  compaiTion,  Hnce 
it  feems  (he  is  to  be  no  longer  entitled 
to  your  love  t' 

'  Dear  Madam,*  replied  I,  '  mode* 
rate  a  little  of  this  unneceilarv  warmth. 
What  caufe,  what  ground  nave  I  gi- 
ven  you  for  tfaefe  unaccountable  fup« 
pcfitionft  ?' 

*  Sir  Robert,*  interrupted  ihe,  'it 
is  not  altogether  fo  t.^{y  to  blind  the 
eagle-eyed  inipe^ion  of  a  vehement 
lover.— WIutcaufe,-.vhat ground  have 
yoti  given  me  lor  thcfc  unaccountable 
luppofiiions  ?— The  molt  ample  caule, 
theniott  indubitable  ground.  When 
I  c<<me  down  this  morning,  did  not 
your  eye  indurtriouily  avoid  mine:' 
and  all  the  time  of  breakfaft  did  not 
you  officioufly  force  yoMreonveifatiou 
on  my  father,  to  avoid  faying  a  f)  lia- 
ble to  me  ?  When  we  were  left  alone, 
inltead  of  entertaining  me  as  you  uied 
to  do,  <ird  not  you  lit  a  whole  hour 
without  ever  opening  your  lips?  and 
when  in  the  fulntis  of  my  heart  X 
took  notice  of  this  indiffeiencc,  d»d 
not  you  then  come  out  with  your  deer 
Madams ^  jour  projcund  I'entrGtujnsp 
and  your  cnjerlajitng  efieems  ?  Nay;  at 
this  moment,  when  you  Jee  my  poor 
boibmburitingwitit  the  moft  poignant 
diltrcfs  at  your  behaviour,  have  you 
not  the  fame  unimpaiTioned  counte- 
nance, the  fame  air  of  unconcern,  and 
the  fame  cutting  dirtance  of  civility, 
which  ririt  of  all  gave  birth  to  my 
luipicions  \  as  if  you  triumphed  ilt 
your  power,  and  were  defirous  of  fee- 
mg  how  far  the  abufe  of  it  was  able 
to  plunge  me  in  di(trefs  ?* 

*  Upon  my  word,  Mifs  Mildmay,** 
eplied  I,  •  you  put  a  vcryftrange  in.- 

tciprrtation  upon  looks  5  and  I  am 
inhnitciy  forry  that  any  unfortunate 
difpofition  of  my  features  ihouid  give 
you  the  fmalleft  uneafmefs.  I  did  not, 
however,  imagine  that  the  ufe  of  a  be- 
coming refpeet  could  be  conftrued  into  . 
an  offence— «—"' 

*  Relpca  !  refpca !'  exclaimed  flic, 
with  a  wildreis  of  look  aitd elevation  or 
tone  thai  really  fbtt led  mei  <  rHj^ea  ! 

D  •  God 
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<  Qo4  givf^'mf  f^atienail  Inhuman 
f  Harold  I  And  do  yoa  think  that  a 
1  woQian,  doatiivg  like  in«  to  diftraAion» 
i  can  ever  put  up  with  a  cold  unani* 
9  mated  refpe^^j  where  (be  hat  a  right 

*  to  demand  the  warmeft  returns  of  a 
/I  paffionate  love !  Refped,  after  what 

*  nas  pa0ed  between  you  and  me,  is  the 
(  grofteft  of  all  infylts !  and  if  you  have 

<  nothing  elfe  to  offer  me,  I  fcom  both 

*  you  and  your  rtfpefl ;  and  here,  in^the 

*  preience  of  the  living  God,  I  folemnly 

*  ly  fwear  never  to  be  yours,  but  will 

*  rather  undergo  any  load  of  infamy  and 

<  misfortune,  than  give  my  hand  to  a 
'  man,  who,  aiter  having  blafted  my 

<  peaee  of  mind  for  ever,  under  the  fpe- 

*  cious  appearance  of  the  moll  vehement 

*  pafllon,  (hall  in  a  few  hours  let  me  fee 

*  I  am  fo  much  leflfened  in  his  ei^ima- 

*  tion  as  to  talk  of  treating  me  with  po- 

<  litenefs  and  refpeft !   Go,  Sir  Robert 

<  Harold,*  continued  (he,  in  a  gentler 
accent,  but  with  a  faultering  tone) '  go, 

*  leave  me-— inftantly !  I  here  give  you 
'  back  all  vour  vows  and  proteltationsi 

*  and   (hall  only  fay,    that  you  have 

*  eternally  deftroyed  the  happinefs  of  a 

*  poor  girl,  who  would  die  for  the  pre> 

*  ftrvation  of  yours/  Here  the  (torm 
found  way ;  for,  unable  any  longer  to 
fbpprefs  her  emotion,  ilie  thi-ew  herfelf 
into  a  great- chair,  and  gave  way  to  a 
violent  flood  of  tears. 

All  this  time,  Mel  moth,  if  you  do 
me  }uftice,  you  muft  be  fcnfible  that  my 
"  diftrefs  fell  little  (hbit  of  Mifs  Mild- 
inay*s.  You  know  I  have  not  naturally 
an  obdurate  heart,  however  reafon  and 
refleflion  may^  on  particular  occalions, 
oblige  me  to  re(i(l  it's  emotions.  Judge, 
therefore,  what  I  mnft  have  felt,  to  fee 
the  woman  of  my  foul  tortured,  in  a 
manner  to  madnefs,  with  the  coldnefs 
of  my  behaviour ;  yet  to  fee  alfo  ah  ab- 
ibiute  occafion  for  continuing  that  cold- 
nefs; nay,  an  abfolute  occalioD  of  giv- 
ing her  up  for  ever.  A  thoufand  tiines 
was  I  ready  to  throw  myfelf  at  hei  feet, 
and  folicit  a  reconciliation.  My  love, 
|oined  to  my  humanity,  pleaded  the 
propriety  of  fuch  a  proceeding  in  terms 
the  iTiott  forcible ;  but  my  reafon  ana 
mv  pride  ftepped  conftantly  in  to  my  af- 
fillance,  and  convinced  me  that  the  an- 
gui(h  of  a  feparacion  at  tliat  time  was 
infinitely  preferable  to  a  whole  life  of 
defpicable  jealoufy  and  aching  difcon- 
tent.  As  Mrell  for  the  poor  guKs  fake 
as  any  own,  I  faw  the  indifpenfibk  ne* 


cefTitv  of  peiieveriag  hi  iny  plaw ;  aad^ 
as  tne  dignity  of  her  ftnomentt  had 
made  a  parting  confulerably  more  eaiy 
than  I  could  expe£l,  I  exeited  all  mj 
fortitude  tooppofe  the  remonflrancea  cc 
my  love,  being  fully  convinced,  that  to 
lofe  the  prefent  opportunity  would  only 
render  a  breach  more  difficult  another 
time,  if  any  other  time  could  even  fup- 
me  with  fo  fafr  an  occafion  to  break 


ply  I 
oft. 


Mifs  Mildmay  had  no  fooner  thrown 
herfelf  Into  the  chair,  than  good  man* 
nets .  neceffarily  obliged  me  to  confoie 
her  as  well  as  I  was  able|  I  mean,  con* 
fiilently  with  my  defign  t  1  went,  there-' 
fore,  to  the  fide  of  the  chair,  and  taking 
hold  of  her  hand,  I  railed  it  coldly  to 
my  lips,  and  agiin  begged  (he  would 
moderate  a  pafliun  which  was  wholly 
founded  on  mi  (lake.     <  This  excefs  of 

*  fcnfibility,  my  dear  Mifs  Mildmay,* 
obferved  I,  '  is  an  equal  injulUcetomy 
'  fentiments  and  your  own  underftand- 

*  ing.     The  exception  which  you  have 

*  'fo  unfortunately  taken  to  my  beha- 
'  viour  this  morning,  is  rather  the  re* 

<  fult  of  an  extraordinary  delicacy  oo 

<  your   part,  than  the  confequence  of 

*  any  impropriety  on  mine.    You  fay 

*  I   am  defirous  of  difcontinuing  my 

*  addrefles,  and  that  you  are  confciout 
'  of  being  lelfened  in  my  ef^em.     How 

*  cruel,  how  inequitable  a  fuppofttiont 

*  when  I  am  here  impatiently  waiting 

<  for  the  happy  tl ay.  which  is  to  unite  us 

*  forever,  andready  thisinftant,  if  you 
^  realty  doubt  my  fmcenty,  to  anticipate 

*  the  wilhes  of  the  two  families  by  a 

*  marriage  that  (hall  filence  your  fears, 
'  till  I  am  publickly  honoured  with  your 

*  hand  in  the  prefence  of  all  odr  rela* 

*  tions.    Tell  me,  is  there  any  greater 

*  proof  which  I  can  poflibly  give  you, 
'  either  of  my  love  or  my  efteem  }  If 

*  there  is,  be  kind  enough  to  name  it; 

*  tor,  be  a(rured,  I  only  want  to  know 
■*  your  inclinations,  that  I  ma^^y  to 

*  indulge  tliem.^ 

Though  there  was  nothing  extremely 
paflioriate  in  this  addrefs,  Mel  moth, 
nevertfaielefs,  had  I  delivered  it  with  toy 
energy  of  tone,  or  fignifrcance  of  gefture, 
it  might  perhaps  have  removed  I^uiia^s 
anxiety  at  once,  and  all  might  have 
been  immediately  accommodated  be- 
tween us  I  but  as  I  i'poke  it  vinth  in- 
conceivable phlegm,  and  kept  my  eye 
continually  wandering  round  the  room, 
it  was  impoffibie  fdrhcr,  without  aoa- 

nifeft 
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wM  deflation  from  hernatural  dSgnitr, 
to  accept  it  at  an  apology.  Whether  me 
icall y  law  into  my  true  motive  or  oot»  I 
Ihall  not  attempt  to  determine  j  but 
raifing  up  her  head,  and  regarding  me 
for  Tome  time  with  a  look  of  the  moft 
eameft  attention,  (he  aflfvmed  a  fteady 
articoiate  tone  of  voice,  and  delivered 
facrfclf  to  the  following  purport. 
*  The  more,  Sir  Ro)>ert»  that  I  con- 

*  fider  the  nature  of  your  behaviour,  the 

*  more  I  am  convinced  how  utterly  wn* 

*  proper  it  it  for  you  and  I  ever  t* 

*  think,  of  uniting.    The  recent  un-^ 

<  happy.  tranfa£tion  ha^s  deftroyed  me 

*  entiray  in  your  good  opinion;  and,  in- 

*  deed,  no  wonder,  for  it  hat  entirely 

*  dettroyed  me  in  my  own.     I  fee  that, 

<  at  a  man  of  faihionable  honour,  yon 

*  are  ready  to  fulfil  your  engagementt 

*  with  mc }  but  by  the  manner  in  which 

<  you  (eftify  thit  readineft,  I  alfo  fee 

*  that  yott  fecretly  wiih  I  fliould  dif- 

*  charge  you  from  that  obligation.  You ' 

<  want  to  provoke  me  into  fuck  an 
'  exertion  of  my  pride,  at  muft  force 

<  me  to  re|e£l  you  \  and  only  deiire  to 

*  £[ve  appcu«nces,  by  drawing  that  re- 

*  fufal  from  me  which  muft  othcrwife 
'  ablblutely  proceed  from  yourfelf.  It 
'  would,  however,  be  much  more  gene- 

*  nms  if  you  candidly  acknowledged  the 

*  real  motivet  of  your  behaviour ;  and 

*  fince  you  have  fortitude  enough  to 

*  bear  up  againil  the  pain  of  a  fepara- 

*  tion*    1   could   wilb  you'' had   fpirit 

*  enough  to  avow  the  deiign.  Thit  me* 

*  thod  of  making  me  anfwerable  for 

*  the  conlequencet  of  your  own  infidc* 
'  lily,  is  no  left  unmanly  than  it  it 
'  unjttft ;  but  it  it  below  me  to  upbraid 

*  you:    for  any   claim  which   1   ttiall 

*  make  upon  your  inclinationt,  be  fatit- 
«  fied,  that  if  you  arc  willing  to  be  free, 

*  you  are  -fo.' 

As  ihe  pauied  in  thit  place,  I  wat 
about  to  make  a  reply ;  but  Ihe  flopped 
me  in  the  beginning  of  mv  fpeech,  and 
faid,  ^  Sir  IU>bert,  profefliont  are  idle 
'  tfamgs  when  contradt^ed  by  the  in* 

*  contcftibie  evidence  of  fa£Vt.  Yon 
'  have  made  me  miserable,  and  you  have 
'  nuule  me  worthleft }  do  not,  therefore, 
'  by  the  difplay  of  am  aife£led  tender- 

*  neft,  fcek  to  load  me  with  an  addi- 

<  tiona!  portion,  cither  of  wretchednels 

<  or  dtfgrace.    I  am  not  altagether  th^ 

*  fimpleton  you  take  me  for  t  your  mo- 
^  tivet  I  law  throngh  from  the  moment 

*  you  fpoke  opon  this  fiilijed.|   and 


*  though  you  have  ftcwn  but  Iftlte  coii« 

*  fideration  for  me  durhie  the  coifrfil 
«  of  our  debate,  I  fhaU  neverthelefl 

<  fpare  you  a  world  of  confuiion  and 

<  anxiety. '  Inlliort,  Sir,  without  put^ 

*  ting  you  to  the  trouble  of  any  lar* 

*  ther  arta  to  break  off  the  trettr  be« 

*  tween  ut,  I  again  aCiire  you,  in  tht 

*  moft  ibiemn  manner,  that  it  never 

*  Otall  take  place )  and,  unhappy  at  I 

*  (hall  freely  own  thit  refolutien  muft 

*  for  fome  time  make  me,  I  aevertfaelefi 

*  think  it  not  a  little  forhimrte  that  I 

*  difcovered  your  fentimentt  before  the 

*  intended   ceremony    (by    preventing 

<  the  polTibility  of  a  reparation)  had 

*  fattened  me  to  a  more  lafting,  at  wed 

*  at  to  a  more  aggravated  diftreft.* 
Here,  Melmoth,  wat  the  end  of  our 

altercation.  Louifa,  on  finiflnng  tht< 
(beech,  rofe  haftily  from  her  ehair,  and 
darting  up  to  her  room,  at  I  fuppO(lf| 
left  me  to  chew  the  cud  of  my  own  rei 
flediont;  which,  tofpeak  heneftty,  my 
dear  Charlet,  were  none  of  the  moft 
agreeable.  However,  though  1  wat  fe* 
cretly  pleaied  that  (he  had,  by  a  vetf 
generout  effort  of  foul,  fpared  me  the 
mortification  of  being  more  than  ^C^ 
five  in  the  cour(e  of  thit  tranfaAion^ 
you  cannot  think  how  it  affefted  botft 
my  pride  and  my  tendemeft,  to  fee  hef 
fo  apparently  eafy  upon  fnch  a  trying 
occafion.  I  imagmed  it  would  cOft  her 
fomething  more  to  give  me  up  for  ever  t 
and  to  the  dlfgrace  of  my  humanity  I 
muft  own,  that  it  would  have  no  way 
diipleaied  me,  had  (he  (hewn  a  little 
ftronger  fenfibiliry  in  our  reparation. 

Bemg  thut  left  alone,  I  r  mg  for  £d* 
wardt,  and  ordering  him  to  get  the 
chaife  ready  in  an  inftant,  I  fet  out  from 
Mr.  Mildmav*8,  without  taking  leave 
of  a  fingle  ioul,  leaving  only  one  of 
the  footmen  to  hrinj;  the  (tortmauteaa 
after  me,  and  ordenng  Ned  to  diftri- 
bute,  affreeable  to  the  bofpitable  cuf- 
tomt  of  thit  country,  twen^  guineak 
among  the  fervantt. 

The  interval  from  quitting  Mr.  - 
Mildroay*t  till  my  arrival  at  Readina; 
wat  one  of  the  moft  difagrdeable  pai- 
faget  in  my  whole  life.  Shame  ancl  re* 
morfe  harrowed  op  my  boibm  alter- 
nately }  and,  when  I  refte^ed*  wpon 
what  Loui(a  wa<i  likely  to  hiffer,  I  wa% 
tortured  to  diftia^ion.  The  pitiful 
Ago  re  I  made,  tbta  ileaHng  away  frorti 
»  honfe,  in  which,  but  the  day.  beforr; 
I  waa  abfolutdy  idolized,  g^ye  me  the 
I>  a  fevcrctt 
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fmrcftmordAcatidA;  and»  in  fliort, 
the  univerfal  diftrels  which  I  knew  mult 
refult  from  my  behaviour,  operated  ib 
ftrongiy  upon  my  humanity,  that  I  was 
9.  thoufancl  times  ready  to  tyrn  back, 
tvith  a  refolution  of  iacrificing  my  own 
peace  of  mind  to  preferve  the  quiet  of 
my  ever  amiable  After,  the  beautiful 
JLouifa,  and  her  refpe^able  family.  But 
vhen  I  coniiderea  what  bad  pafled, 
when  I  cpnfidered  what  might  proba- 
bly happen,  every  thing  fell  before  the 
^rgumenis  of  my  pride,  and  I  continu- 
ed invincibly  attached  to  my  firft  deter- 
mination. 

O  Melmoth  I  did  thefe  women  but 
Jcnow  how  we  worHiip  them  for  refufing 
to  gratify  our  wiflies;  did  they  but 
know  how  we  doat  upon  the  indigna- 
tion of  a  fine  eye,  when  fired  into  a 
blase  of  confcious  virtue,  and  linking 
fin  infbnt  confufion  upon  the  prefump- 
tuous  addrefles  of  a  defigning  ipver; 
how  few  of  thein  would  lift^n  to  an 
Improper  foli^itation  I  But,  ridicu- 
loufly  cpnfident  of  their  own  fortitude, 
or  prepofteix>ufly  imagining  that  thoie 
conceflions  are  moft  like  to  fecure  an 
admirer,  which  are  moft  apt  to  excite 
))is  contempt,  they  conAantly  betiay 
their  own  caufe,  and  oblige  him  in  a 
manner  tp  defpife  and  defcrt  them.-— But 
a  truce  with  reAe£lions. 

When  I  came  to  my  inn  at  Reading, 
the  firil  thing  I  did  was  to  write  a  fhort 
letter  to  Mr,  Mildmay,  thanking  him 
for  the  many  civilities  which  he  had 
Qiewnmpj  and  informing  him  that  it 
was  with  inexprefHble  regret  I  quitted 
his  houfe,  at  a  time  when  I  fondly  flat- 
tered myfclf  with  the  hope  of  fpecdily 
becoming  lb  near  a  part  of  his  family  j 
but  that,  as  I  had  rcafons  to  believe  a 
linipn  with  me  would  be  no  way  con- 
jiucive  tp  the  happinefs  of  his  amiable 
daughter,  I  had  determined  to  make  a 
facriiice  of  my  own  felicity,  rather  than 
be  the  lead  impediment  to  her's^  and 
concluded  with  the  cul^omary  round  of 
pommon-plaoe  compliments,  that  tingle 
very  prettily  on  the  ear,  though  they 
feldom  intercft  either  the  heart  or  the 
tinderftandinj;.  This  letter  I  difpatch- 
ed  by  Edwards,  for  two  reafons ;  be- 
fcaufe,  ii)  the  firft  ]>lace,  3  fpecial  mef- 
fenger  carried  an  air  pf  git^ter  refpeA, 
th^n  if  1  had  fent  it  by  the  poft  j  aqd 
becaiife,  in  the  fecood,  I  knew  Ed- 
vrards  would  give  a  fharp  look-out, 
111^4  ^v'vfif  m?  a  pretty  g^^  accoup(  ^ 
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every  thing  which  had  happened  Hsice 
my  departure. 

And  now,  Melmoth,  what  fay  you 
to  the  part  which  I  have  a6ted  in  thi^ 
affair  ?  I>o  not  you  think  my  dexterity 
in  getting  off,  a  mafterpicce ;  and  my 
fortitude  in  refilHng  the  importunate 
remonftrances  of  my  own  heait,  an  ex- 
ertion of  philofophy,  which  is  at  ieaft 
equal  to  any  thing  in  all  antiqui^  ?  To 
be  ierious,  however,  though  I  think  you 
tirill  in  the  main  approve  both  of  my 
prudence  and  my  reiblution,  I  am  ne- 
verthelefs  fearful  of  hearing  your  fen- 
timents.  As  to  Lady  HaveiHiam,  I 
know  (he  will  for  fome  time  be  in  the 
pouts,  and  fancy  that  I  have  behaved 
with  the  greateft  impropriety  j  but  at 
there  is  no  likelihood  of  her  ever  becom- 
ing acquainted  with  the  real  caufe  of  my 
proceeding,  And  as  I  am  confcious  her 
brother  is  the  perfon  on  earth  who  holds 
the  higheit  place  in  her  aifeAions,  I  am 
fatisfled  the  ftorm  muft  in  a  little  time 
blow  ovrr,  and  that  a  few  days  will 
re*infiate  me  pcrf«ftly  in  her  efleem. 

Poor  Louifa  !  was  her  peace  of  mind 
a  little  eiiabiifhed,  X  could  with  the 
more  chearFulnetis  iubniit  to  my  part  of 
the  anxiety  ^  but  Ibmehow  her  diitrefs  is 
continually  prcl'ent  to  my  imagination, 
and  my  own  feelings  are  ^rpetually 
aggravated  by  the  recolle£l:ion  of  her 
futferings.  Women,  however,  though 
their  fenlibility  may  be  more  piercingly 
exquilitc  than  ours,  are  nevertheleis 
much  readier  to  conquer  the  remem- 
brance of  misfortune:  they  feel  more 
deeply  indeed  at  fiii\ ;  but  from  the 
Olier- like  pliability  of  their  minds,  the 
moment  the  firft  fur)'  of  the  tcmpeli  is 
fuftained,  they  gradually  i-ife  to  their 
former  fuuation ;  the  anguifh  impercep- 
tibly foftcns  from  afflickipn  intomtlan- 
choly,  from  melancholy  into  languor, 
and  from  languor  into  tranquillity; 
whereas  the  mafculine  mind,  like  the 
oak  in  the  fable,  is  fliattered  in  the  fc- 
verity  of  a  conflict,  when  it  might 
ealily  haye  recovered  the  mod  violent 
(hock  by  a  happy  facility  in  bending. 
This  remark,  Chailes,  is  not  the  con •» 
fecjuence  of  an  idle  fpeculation :  in 
the  courfe  of  my  pwn  experience,  I  have 
frequently  found  it  exilHng  in  realty. 
Wiien  I,  firft  comroeficed  life,  I  have 
been  the  moft  uneafy  fellow  in  the  world 
at  the  concluiion  of  an  amour,  left  the 
diftra6lion  in  which  I  faw  tlie  unfortu- 
nate fair^pne  a|>forl^e4  Piould  force  heo 
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jnto  fbme  deQierate  extremity ;  yet  how 
have  I  ftared  with  aftonifhmctit,  when, 
in  the  (horc  circle  of  a  few  hours,  the 
4elf-fame  miferable  nymph,  who  'was 
proArate  at  my  feet,  and  tearing  her 
bair  with  ail  the  phrenzy  of  an  exira- 
Tagar.t  pilfion,  has  appeared  in  the 
fi<ie-box  or  the  drawrng-roum,  with 
85  perfe^l  a  compofure  upon  her  features 
as  if  her  tender  boibm  had  never  un- 
dergone the  fmallelt  agitation  f  On  this 
accouoCy  therefore^  I  Matter  myfelf,  that 
JAifs  Mildmay*s  uneafmefs  will  very 
fpeedilj  wear  off,  efpecially  as  her  Se- 
cret will  reft  in  a  manner  wiih  herfelf, 
and  as  flie  herfelf  aifo  has  the  credit  of 
the  reje^on. 

1  ftiall  by  this  day*s  poft  write  to  La- 
dy Haverfliam.  That  woman,  Charles, 
has  a  foul  that  ftrikes  again U  the  ftars, 
and  excites,  in  the  midft  of  all  the  bro- 
ther^'s  famiharity,  afomething  that  com- 
mands my  higheft  admiration.  Not- 
withftanding  all  your  peculiarities,  you 
are  one  of  her  greateft  favourites ;  call 
upon  her  therefore  immediately  on  the 
receipt  of  this,  and  let  me  as  immedi* 
atelv  know  what  (he  fays  of  my  breach 
witb  Mifs  Mildmay .  I  ihall  (lay  at  this 
place  till  I  receive  your  anfwer :  where 
i  fliall  go  next  muR  be  a  matter  of  far- 
ther coniideration;  though  *wbiri,  would 
be  a  maitter  of  no  con  lea  ut  nee,  as  I  am 
heartily  weary  of  myfelf,  were  it  not, 
that  I  am,  infpite  of  ail  my  indifference 
to  the  world,  your  ever  faithful 

K.  Harold. 


LETTER      IX. 

MR.    CHARLES    MELMOTH    TO    SIR 
ROBERT  UAROLP. 

I  Do  not  know  how  it  is,  Harold, 
but  notwithitanding  my  general  drf* 
fegard  of  women,  you  have  interelied 
me  ftrangely  in  favour  of  Mifs  Mild- 
may  j  ami  diis  unaccountable  delicacy 
of  yours  in  breaking  off  with  a  ladv, 
merely  becaufe  (he  has  ^iven  you  the 
mod  convi;<^:ng  proof  ot  her  atteftiony 
is  what,  in  my  opinion,  favours  con* 
fiderably  more  of  romance  than  of 
leal  nndo^anding.  To  embrace  a  cer- 
tain mifery,  for  fear  of  «  misfortune 
which  is  never  likely  to  happen,  may 
perbap  make  you  tpe  hero  of  R  very 


pfttty  novel  $  bot  mtift,  in  aAoal  lift^ 

expofe  yo«  to  the  unremitting  ridicule 
of  every  body  who  is  truftrd  with.yout' 
fecret :  however,  as  the  die  is  trreco* 
verably  ca(t,  and  as  I  do  not  Sot  that 
the  generous  girl  could  be  pfcvaiM 
upon  to  have  you,  were  you  even  tO 
iheak  back  to  her  father's  boole  in  ak 
pitiful  a  manner  as  you  left  it,  I  fliall 
throw  away  as  few  of  mv  refleiftiont  at 
poiPible  upon  a  fellow  woo  a6ls  in  ma* 
Difeft  repugnance  to  the  fentiments  both 
of  his  reakm  and  hit  honour,  and  ii 
willing  to  become  a  rafcal  in  tbeeyet  of 
the  wife  and  the  worthy,  for  fear  the 
ignorant  or  the  profligate  |hou|d  fet  hia 
down  as  a  fool.  , 

.  Agreeably  to  the  delife  of  yovr  let- 
ter, I  had  no  fooner  looked  over  tht 
contents  than  I  (et  out  to  your  fitter's  % 
but,  inttead  of  being  immediately  u(her&> 
ed  up  (lairs,  according  to  coftom,  the 
fervant  told  me  that  his  lady  had  htth 
exceflively  ill  the  whole  day,  andffifeft 
ordas  againft  the  admittance  of  anf 
vifiiors.  *  However,  Sir,' fays  the  ho:> 
neft  man,  *  as  it  is  you,  I  will  call 

*  Mi-s.  Harper,  her  lady  (hip's  woman, 

*  who  will  probably  give  you  a  mott 

*  iatisfaflory  anfwer.' 

Harper  accordingly  came  down  t6 
me;  and,  with  a  look  of  mingled  ghef 
and  impatience,  alked  me  if  you  were 
come  to  town.  1  replied  in  the  nega- 
tive, and  enquired  if  I  might  not 
fpeak  a  word  or  two  with  her  lady. 

*  Yes,  to  be  fure,  Sir,'  anfwered  (he» 

*  though  I  do  not  believe  (he  would  fee 
'  any  other  perfon  in  the  kingdom/ 
On  this  (he  led  me  up  ftairs,  and  there 
I  found  your  fUier  With  a  letter  before 
her,  which  (he  afterwards  infoniRd  me 
came  from  Mrs.  Mildmay.  It  was 
eafy  to  jee  that  Lady  Haver(ham  had 
been  weeping  much;  her  eyes  were  pro- 
digioufly  fwelled,  and  there  was  an  un* 
common  palenefs  over  her  whole  face, 
which  fufiiciently  indicated  both  indi(- 
pofition  and  diftrefs. 

You  know  how  little  (he  (lands  tipoft 
ceremony  with  mej  (he  pointed  there- 
fore to  a  chair  near  her  own,  and  wav« 
ing  with  her  hand  to  Harper,  as  a  (ignal 
to  withdraw,  (he  burtt  into  a  violent 
flood  of  tears.  As  I  had  but  too  much 
reafon  to  guefs  the  caufe  of  her  per- 
turbation, and  was  fei^fible  that  talking 
in  her  prefent  circumftances  would  onl^ 
add  to  her  affliflion,  I  waited  without 


tS 


firffr  «^ifig  mfUf^9  till  ihe  liad  femt* 
^iHmt  leeovered  herfelf,  and  was  a  lit« 
ik  able  to  eotsr  upon  a  cotiverfatio/i. 

After  her  toars  had  procured  her 

ibme  itlif  fy  (he  turned  to  me  with  an 

nirof  uflfpcakable  dejeflion,  and  cried, 

O9   Mr.  Melmodi!   this  barbarous 

bit>ther  will  break  my  heart )  he  has 

planted^atters  here/  putti  ng  her  hand 

upon  her  boiom }  '  but  you  know  the 

~  whole  afbiry  I  fupoofe,  as  I  am  feii- 

fible  that»  of  aJi  his  friends,  you 

poflefs  the  hightft  place  in  his  confi* 

d«i««,* 

J  bowed,  and  was  filent. 

•  What  think  jrou,  Sir,'  fays  ihe^ 
of  this  new  exploit  ?  Can  you  fay  any 
thing  tadefend  him  now  ?  Would  to 
God  that  yoa  could !  Yet,  O  Mr. 
Melmoth!  an  attempt  to  extenuate 
hW  ffuilt  would  no  lefs  difgrace  your 
good  fenfe^  than  injure  your  huma- 
nity I  But  tell  me.  Sir,  has  he  fent 
Tou  an  account  of  particulars,  has 
he  made  you  acquainted  with  every 
thing  r     , 

I  again  bowed,  and  was  filent. 

*  And  well,  Mr.  Melmoth/  faya 
Ihe,  *  what  can  we  do  to  fave  his  life  j 
f  to  fave  the  honour  of  the  dear  un^- 
f  happy  girl,  and  to  neflore  the  peace 
f  of  a  worthy,  innocent  family  T 

I  replied,  that  you  were  ftill  at  Read- 
ing, and  would  remain  there  for  a  day 
or  two;  that  I  was  convinced  nobody 
had  £0  mat  an  influence  over  you  as 
her  ladymip }  and  advifed  her  to  exert 
that  influence  in  fuch  a  manner  as  (he 
ihould  judge  moft  conducive  to  thoih 
lalutary  purpofes. 

«  Aye,  bwt  Sir,'  interrupted  Lady 
|laver^m»  '  do  you  know  that  poor 

*  MiTs  Miidmay  is  turned  out  of  doorsj 
f  that  flie  is  now  a  wanderer,  an  out* 
f  caft  from  her  father's  haufe}  and  that 
f  her  difgrace  muft  inevitably  become 
f  publick  before  any  letter  or  meHage 
«  can  noflibly  reach  htm  i  Her  unhappy 
'  motner  fends  me  a  bleeding  account 
f  of  particulars.    I  fuppofe,  after  your 

*  cruel  friend  had  quitted  the  houffs, 
f  Mtft  ^ildmay,   between  her   con- 

*  fcioufnefs  on  account  of  the  patt, 
f  and  her  defpair  en  account  of  the 

*  Itttuve,  revealed  the  whole  matter  to 
I  the  venerable  lady.  « Here,  Mr.  Md- 
4  aaoth,  we  keep  no  ihcrets  from  you ; 
f  hetn  is  Mrs.  Miidmay *s  letter;  and 
f  if  y«u  can  read  it  with  dry  eyes,  yoa 
f  ijAve  cither  more  philofophy  of  left 
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*  feeling  than  I  could  wiib  any  perf«^ 

*  whom  I  really  regard  to  poffiefs.* 

I  took  the  letter,  and  fliall  not  fcrupic 
to  acknowledge  that  I  cried  very  hear* 
tily  at  feveral  of  the  pafTages.  Tha 
elevation  of  fentiment  which  tlie  young 
lady  ftiews,  in  neVer  once  attempting 
to  upbraid  you,  though  (be  had  fuch 
an  undoubted  occafion  for  reproach, 
gives  me  a  very  favourable  idea  of  her 
chara£ker;  and  the  geneiofity  of  her 
feIf>accufation,  is  fuch  an  areumentiii 
fupportof  her  candour,  asmuft,  I  think, 
entirely  remove  thofe  unmanly  appre* 
heniions  upon  which  you  grounded  your 
rejection. 

Though  I  am  by  many  years  the 
oldeil  man,  you  know  the  lex  infinitely 
better  than  I,  and  know  aifo  better  than 
I  \ihat  is  efiential  to  the  promotion  of 
your  own  happinefs  x  yet,  in  the  pre* 
lent  caie,  my  delr  Harold,  I  think  yoo 
exccflively  in  fault.  Through  the  whole 
of  Mil's  Mildmay's  behaviour,  there  hae 
been  much  tendernefs,  but  no  levity  | 
and  her  error  was  an  excels  of  love,  not 
a  vehenMnce  of  conftitution.  Had  it 
been  the  lattpr,  like  the  generality  of 
women,  flie  would  have  kept  her  lecret 
to  herfelf,  or  meanly  crouched  under 
▼our  indignities,  in  fuch  a  manner  a« 
had  prevented  the  likelihood  of  a  fepa- 
ratioii  I  but,  dill  alive  to  the  fiiarpeft 
nicety  of  fentiment,  flie  neither  could 
Iboop  to  put  up  with  an  infult  to  retain 
you,  nor,  when  a  feparation  took  place^ 
attempt  to  conceal,  by  any  duplicity  of 
conduA,  the  fatal  occafion  of  her  lofs. 
In  whatfoever  light  I  view  her  conduft, 
I  fee  a  woman  of  exalted  principle, 
'though  I  find  that  woman  unhippily  in 
love,  and  in  love  with  a  fellow,  too, 
who,  inftead  of  making  any  allowancoa 
on  account  of  her  paiiion,  makes  ufe 
of  that  very  paflion  as  an  argument 
for  involving  bei-  in  equal  diflrefs  and 
di%race. 

I  have  here,  at  Lady  Haverfliam*8 
requefl,  inclofed  Mrs.  Miidmay*s  let- 
ter, as  vour  filter  is,  in  confequence  of 
this  unhappy  affair,  fo  very  much  in- 
difpofed,  that  flie  doubts  her  own  abiH«  , 
ty  to  write  to  day.  She  ha.**  haiged  me^ 
however,  in  her  name,  to  tell  you,  that, 
^h  ail  her  tendernefe  for  you,  if  yoa 
give  up  MiA  Miidmay,  you  muft  give 
up  her  alio  s  flie  conuders  herfelf  as  a 
partner  in  the  injury  which  that  un* 
fortunate  young  laay  has  fiiftained| 
and  iS|  bcfidesj  aopreheniive  of  thole 
confequencf» 
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tonfeqneneM  wiiicli  nilvnlly  icAildrom 
tke  difliMiMrof  «  confidcimble  ftmity  t 
j<m  ttndcrfltnd  mcj  Colonel  Mildmajr 
aiid  ]roa  moft  inevitably  liare  a  meet- 
ing}  and  though  I  know  you  m  fnc- 
ceifful  in  your  weapons,  and  am  ftn- 
fible  yoa  hare  as  much  courage  as  any 
man  in  England,  it  rouft  nevertheiefs  he 
a  di(agreeable  circumftance  to  a  man  of 
your  (enfibility,  to  expofe  Mr.  Mild- 
may'*s  hoofe  tofrefii  misfortunes,  when 
^  injury  which  you  have  already  done  ' 
if  exceeds  the  power  of  reparation. 

Before  matters,  therefore,  come  to 
eztfcmities,  I  could  wifli,  for  your  own 
lake,  for  your  iifter*s  fake,  for  my  fake, 
for  every  body's  fake,  you  would  in- 
ftantly  come  up  to  London,  and  endea- 
vour at  a  reconciliation  with  Mifs  Mild- 
may:  a  woman  who  loves  you  to  di- 
ftra^ion,  can  fcarcely  refufe  you  a  par- 
don for  any  offence,  cfpecially  as  the 
grant  of  that  pardon  will  be  an  eflen- 
tial  means  of  promoting  her  own  bap- 

E'nefs,  and  prcAmring  the  honour  of 
T  family.  Vou  fee,  by  her  mother's 
letter,  where  Ihe  is  to  be;  and,  if  you 
have  either  apailion  for  her,  an  affec- 
tion fof  your  filter,  a  friendibip  for  me, 
or  a  regard  for  yourfelf,  you  will  im- 
mediately comply  with  lb  reafonable  a 
requeft. 

Were  we  to  weigh  the  force  of  your 
prefent  objeffion  to  Mifs  Mild  may  in  a 
proper  fcale,  it  would  appear  Co  aftoniHi- 
mgly  trifling,  that  you  yourfelf  muft 
wonder  how  you  ever  gave  it  any  con- 
fideration.  You  are  only  fearful  of 
being  miicrable,  you  fay,  if  you  marry 
Mifs  Mildmay  j  vet  you  prefer  the  real 
mifery  of  ziving  ner  up,  and  involving 
the  beft  ot  fiflers,  and  a  whole  inno- 
cent family,  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs,  ra- 
ther than  run  the  chance  of  an  imagi- 
nary misfortune.  Is  this  a  proceeding 
confident  with  that  good  fenfe,  which, 
in  fpite  of  all  your  faults,  I  muft  allow 
you ;  putting  even  every  motive  of  ge- 
fieros'iry,  friendfhip,  and  humanity,  en* 
tirely  out  of  the  queftion  }  Indeed,  Sir 
Robert,  the  anfwer  is  greatly  to  your 
djfadvanttig^ ;  :)od,  was  I  lels  acquaint- 
ed with  the  extent  of  your  abilities,  I 
Ihould  be  apt  to  form  iuch  opinions  as 
would  do  no  gxeat  credit  to  your  un- 
dcrftanding. 

I  had  almoft  forgot  to  inform  you, 
that  Mrs,  Mildmay  has  fent  up  the 
jewels  which  you  prefented  to  her  amia* 
•k  da«ght€r,  wbca  there  was  ftt«h  ft 


likeli1ioo<l  of  •  htppy  mikift  Wtwoaa 
the  two  famiUet!  your  fit«r  »6faulHr 
fobbed  whan  fln  acationtd  thMSf  tmls 
in  my  heariagy  ordered  Harper  to  lock 
them  up  in  ibmc  place  where  flit  might 
never  havt  an  opportvoity  of  Atmg 
them. 

This  letter,  my  dear  Harold,  it  v«ry 
lon^  and  very  dull }  but  the  anxiety  in 
which  I  labour  on  your  account,  and 
the  long  train  of  evils  which  I  forefee^ 
fliould  yon  fooliflily  negleft  the  advice 
which  I  have  here  given  ymi,  totally 
incapacitates  me  from  attendinff  either 
to  method  or  connexion.  But  what  have 
I  to  do  with  method  or  connexion  in 
letters  of  friendihip  ?  Thofe  who  write 
only  from  the  head,  regard  the  beauty 
of  comjpofition )  while  thbfe  who  fpeak 
from  the  heart,  are  utterly  unmindful 
of  ornannent.  Believe  me,  therefore, 
to  be  your  vtry  faithful 

C.Mblmotm« 


LETTER      X. 

LADY  HAVERIHAM  TO  SIR  IIOBIKT 
HAROLD. 

I  Do  not  know  in  what  form  to  begin 
a  letter,  where  )  heartily  deijpife  the 
perfon  to  whom  I  write  {  nor  now  t« 
think  of  calling  any  body  by  the  ten- 
der  name  of  brother,  whom  reafon  and 
juftice  oblige  me  to  deteft  as  a  man: 
yet  the  powerful  voice  of  Nature  fubduet 
both  my  contempt  and  my  indignation, 
and  leads  me  on  to  try  what  can  pof- 
fibly  be  done  t6  preferve  his  life  and  bit 
charflfler,  before  a  publication  of  his 
infamy  expofes  him  to  inevitable  danger 
and  difgrace. 

Do  not  imagine.  Sir,  thit  by  infmn- 
ating  an  apprehenfion  about  your  per- 
fonaT  fafety,  I  want  to  intimidate  you 
into  the  pra^ice  of  honour  or  humanity, 
I  know  too  well,  from  the  many  broils 
in  which  you  have  been  already  engaged 
on  account  of  your  profligacy,  that  a 
man  of  violence  receives  additional  cou- 
rage from  the  appearsnce  of  danger  | 
and  frequently  thinks  himfelf  obliged 
to  filence  every  diflate,  both  of  reafoa 
and  juflice,  left  his  bravery  Ihould  Aif« 
fer  tne  froalleft  imputation.  6tKh  a  man 
I  know  you  to  t>e;  and  am  fatisfied 
that,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  you  will  fooner 
think  of  jttftifying  the  infamy  of  your  • 
condui^y 


condofty  th!kn  dream'  of  reparation  t 
yet»  Bob»  by  all  the  tendemefs  of  our 
near  relation,  I  conjurt  you  to  hear  m^ 
this  once  with  attention,  as  it  is  pro- 
bably the  laft  time  I  ihall  ever  trouble 
you  with  my  .cenfures^  or  inftiit  you 
with  my  advice. 

Andtelk  me  really,  is  it  thus  I  am  to 
be  repaid  for  all  my  folicitude  abotic 
your  happiners }  Is  the  family  I  moft 
valuedy  to  be  diOionoured  |  the  young 
lady  whom  I  moft  loved,  to  be  deftrov- 
ed ;  and  my  owii  peace  of  mind,  to  be 
eternally  facrified ;  because  I  have,  with 
an  anxiety  which  few  iifters  ever  felt  to 
fuch  a  degree,  been  attentive  to  the  mi- 
nuteft  circumftance  that  could  either 
improve  your  fortune,  or  increafe  your 
felicity  ?  Is  the  filter,  for  whom  you 
profefs  fo  cordial  an  affeflibn,  the  chief 
perfon  marked  out  for  the  cxcrcife  of 
your  cruelty  $  and  the  friends  who  were 
deareft  to  her  in  the  world,  the  princi- 
pal people  whom  you  could  think  of 
loading  with  the  moft  aggravating  dil- 
honour«  and  the  moft  piercing  diftrefs  ? 
O,  Bob  \  could  I  have  thought  this  of 
you !  Wild  as  I  judged  you  in  general, 
I  believed  you  a  man  of  fentiment  at 
bottom,  and  could  by  no  means  liippofe 
that,  in  the  unfuipefling  hour  of  confi- 
dence, when  the  teputJtion  of  a  conii- 
derablehoufe  and  my  tranquillity  were 
at  ftake,  that  you  would  prove  the  worlt 
of  all  afTHifms,  and  ftab  them  both  to 
the  heart!  The  day  after  to-morrow, 
Bob,  I  had  fet  apart  as  the  moft  for- 
tunate of  my  life  ;  but,  alas!  I.am  now 
to  mark  it  only  with  my  tears,  and  to 
lament  it  as  the  primary  fource  of  all 
my  prefent  afflictions. 

Your  friend,  Mr.  Melmoth,  has  juft 
Uft  me ;  and,  though  I  believed  I  ftiould 
not  be  able  to  write  in  the  aggravated 
diftrefs  of  a  iral  i&difpofition  and  an 
unexpefled  calamity,  ncverthelefs,  my 
heart  is  too  full  to  be  filent  |  and,  when 
I  confider  not  only  what  has  happened, 
but  what  is  likely  to  refult  from  this 
melancholy  aftair,  I  am  fearful  of  lofing 
a  £ngle  moment,  till  I  try  whether  there 
may  not  yet  be  a  poftibility  of  bringing 
an  accommodation  about,  and  prevent- 
ing thepreleut  misfoitune  from  produc- 
ing any  additional  caufe  of  diftrefs. 

Mr.  Melmoth,  who  loves  you  with 
the  rooft  friendly  afteclion,  has  fhewn 
me  what  you  wrote  to  him  in  conle- 
ooence  of  this  unhappy  affair  j  and  X 
tad  that,  notwithftaiiding  the  infamy 
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of  ydur  condud  on  onie  fide  of  the  <pie^ 
tion,  you  are  yet  candid  enough  on  thej 
other  to  aim  at  no  palliations.  I  am. 
pleafed  to  fee  you  generous,  though  I 
bleed  to  find  you  guilty  j  and  am  Hill 
in  hopes  that  this  latent  ember  of  prin<. 
ciple  may  be  fanned  into  foniething  that 
will  yet  light  us  on  to  happinefs. 

In  the  whole  courfe  of  your  narrative^ 
you  have  but  one  objection  to  Mifs 
Mildmay,  and  that  is  even  grounded 
upon  a  fuppofition  no  lefs  ungenerous 
than  un juft.  You  men,  however,  have ; 
very  con  trailed  notions  on  thefe  occa- 
fions ;  and  generally  give  up  that  very 
vanity,  where  a  lady  has  fliewn  any  fatal 
prooi^  of  her  regard,  which  firft  of  all 
leads  you  to  think  of  gaining  her  af- 
fections. As  long  as  (lie  keeps  you  at 
a  diftance,you  think  yourfelves  the  only 
objects  whom  ftie  can  ever  honour  with 
her  approbation  ^  but  if,  in  the  unguard- 
ed fulnefs  of  heart,  Oie  (hould  unfortu- 
nately lofe  fight  of  her  circumfpeftion, 
and  lacrifice  her  honour  through  an  ex- 
travagant tendemefs,  that  moment  you 
fink  in  your  own  opinion  j  that  moment 
you  conftrue  what  is  the  confequence  of 
an  unbounded  partiality  for  yourfelves 
into  a  levity  of  fentiment,  and  imagine 
every  body  elfe  muft  be  indulged  with 
an  equal  degree  of  familiarity.  , 

You,  brother,  who  have  iu  fine  a  per- 
fon, and  fo  finifhed  an  addrefs,  would 
think  it  ftrangeif  any  body  was  to  tell 
you,  with  a  grave  face,  that  you  were 
utterly  unable  to  engage  a  lady^s  atfrc- 
tions;  yet  why  may  not  you  fuppofe 
that  it  was  the  influence  which  you  had 
over  Mifs  Mildmay ^s  heart  that  drew 
her  into  this  unhappy  miftake  ?  Had  (he 
been  aftuatcd  by  any  illiberal  levity  of 
fentiment,  do  you  imagine  that  flic  would 
have  continued,  through  the  moft  trying 
ftages  of  a  young  woman's  life,  ftom 
fixteen  up  to  twenty-one,  without  mak- 
'ing  any  lapfe  injurious  to  her  reputa- 
tion ?  Do  you  fuppofe  that,^  furrounded 
with  admirers,  and  every  day  folicited 
by  fome  of  the  fineft  young  fellows  in 
the  kingdom,  (he  would  not  have  fallen 
a  vidtim  to  a  vehemence  of  con ftitu tion? 
Undoubtedly  (he  would  :  but  conftitu- 
tion  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  in  her  cha- 
ra^er.  You  know  I  have  been  intimate 
in  her  family  from  her  infancy,  though  . 
you  became  acquainted  with  her  fo  late- 
ly; and  my  refidence,  during  Lord  Ha- 
ver(ham's  life,  upon  tl^  very  fpot  with 
her,  gave  me  numberlcfs  oppG^tunitiea 
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of  klMHiiii^  qer ' flmM^M^*  In  iffi*tint 
toe,  Alert  iNver  Wat^a  r^tT  ^^7  "^ 
li&iz^tA  yriik ;  n  meet  ttRkMdi  df  cov- 
doA  tfcat  IMd  Td  manyadninvffs  and 
-pm  mty  b«  llufi^^  if  I  had.not  the  ^kk 
«p4JMmi  ill  the  W-M»  bdth  c^  her  lifetH 
and  her  heart,  1  ihould  n&i  haveWii 
fi)  defirotis  df  haYiDg  her  for  a  filler. 

So  far,  in  tealicy,  was  Mt£i  Mifd- 
fta^  from  an  hfdi(bi«e(  g^trl,  (hat  1  pla^ 
BO  incoofiderable  (hare  of  her  rom  dowh 
to  the  accotii{t  ^  her  terjr  ttitoe.  Whtn 
lie  mw  cM  ^oiu^  to  be  ditting^ifheB 
by  me  addreiTes  of  the  naen,  Ihe  alWay^ 
node  me  bet  tonfidame;  and  often, 
upon  my  afthig  her  what  objrftion  flic 
coaM  have  to  (iich  or  foch  a  pedbn,  Ihe 
would  reply,  '  My  dear  Lady  Haver- 

*  iiam,  the  men  are  well  enough  to  be 
'  htt,  and  fb  are  their  eftates  j  but  I 

*  do  not  find  any  thing  peculiarly  firtk- 

*  ing  in  their  chamftm.^ 

As  it  wTrt  impofl9>le  hut  what,  in  iht 
coarfe  of  our  iiHimacy,  I  fliould  fye< 
quently  talk  of  y6u,  and  dwell,  with 
all  theoartiality  of  a  fitter,  u^on  fuch  of 
yoor  acHooft  as  I  thought  worthy  of  ap- 
probation J  Louifa  #ouid  liften  with  a 
fixed  attention,  would  declare  yoti  were 
t  channing  feflow,  and  wi(h  that  her 
ppa  coaM  be  prevailed  upon  to  troft 
OCT  op  with  nVe  lo  town,  ot  that  the 
wildneft  of  your  difpofition  woti Id  per- 
mit you  to  make  a  vifit  to  the  country. 
She  longed,  (he  faid,  to  fee  you,  and 
begged  I  would  contrive  to  bring  you 
together  j  but,  1  do  not  know  how  it 
was,  though  I  tried  feveral  times,  Ibme 
accidtot brother  tiill  happened  to  defeat 
tny  intentions.  Matters  went  on  in  this 
ttanncr  for  foroe  time,  till  the  very  ge- 
nerous part  which  ydu  afted  by  farmer 
Jenkins,    who  had  been  thrown  into 
2to\  for  a  confiderable  fum  by  his  land- 
KfH,  on  account  of  refenting  im  unbe* 
coming  liberty  with  his  dau^ter.     As 
I  was  really  charmed  with  the  a£lion 
nyfclf,  i  told  it  to  every  body,  and  firft 
of  all  I  believe  to  Louifa.    When  file 
heard  that  you  were  totallf  uainterefted 
ia  the  affair  j  tbat  Jenkins  was  an  ho- 
Mil,  worthy,  poor  man  y  that  ha  had  a 
large  family,  and  was  cruelly  opprefted; 
when    (ht  heard  tliat   you    not    only 
paid  all  his  debts,  but  even  i^rtioned 
out  hit  daughter  ;  and  all  this  without 
Wng^ver  ften  by  any  indxViduil  of  the 
"poor  fdlow^s  famtly  i  Loaifa  cotild  nQt 
^hdttd   her  ecDotigo ;   fiie  bmtboi 


ftort;  Mfi^  iWta'qbe  ^it  <f  to*  M 
to  the  othef  I  ki)d,  st  T|ft,  t^dftfriiihk 
,tbat  tfaeref  wsti  no  poffibnity  or  b^stniig 
any  more,  flit  burn  Intda'nbod  ofttars. 
Thus,  totally  imitiilnenc^  by  pifilofi  dr 
'pr^udik^,  i^d  emnvly  a^oaten  byreil 
principle  and  gentiine  benrgnity,  1^ 
teiy  goodntrfs  of  heart  became  a  Qiat^- 
fiaffource^  her  misforftmes,  antlljW 
the  original  foitndation  bf  all  h'eiir  pt^- 
ient  dimononr  and  diftrfefs.  '  lire  cot<- 
traAed  eye  of  a  narrow  minded  Kbej*- 
tinifm,  cannot,  however,  difiinganhjii^- 
tween  thole  indifctetfcns  which  refirft 
from  an  excefar  of  tendemeft,  and  ab 
esccefa  of  levity :  attenti^  to  one  Httfc 
obje6l,  it  always  fees  a  viroman's  afliotrs 
on  the  leaft  favotirabfe  fide  ^  and,  coW- 
f:ious  cf  it's  own  unwotthinefs,  fbp- 
pbfts  that  nothing  but  an  equ^  unwtor- 
thineft  can  ever  honoirr  ft  xo  far  M  to 
commit  a'  ^apitJll  ni'i(bk«. 

But,  df.  aU\hc  palnry  cootiivancet 
w)iich  were  t^ver  defigned  to  break  <JF  k 
match,   furelj  your  mode  of  parting 
with  MMi  Wlildmay  was  the  rooft  rldl- 
culoufly   contemptible.     And  fa  you 
thought  it  pcrfeftiy  fufficient  to /i^p  vou 
were  ready  to  marry  hci*,  at  Ae  fiipe 
time  that  by  the  rnfolebcc  and  cruelty 
6f  yottr  artificial  humilir^  abd  concern,     , 
you  forced  her  to  the  abrolute  necefiity 
of  rcjefting  you  1  As  a  man  of  honolir, 
you  thought  it  rccjuifite  to  declare  a  wil- 
lingnefs  to  fulfil  your  former  engagfe- 
.  ments  j  yet  what  honourable  compunc- 
tion did  you  feel,  when,  in  the  bafeft 
oppofition  toyourprofeffions,  you  work* 
ed  the  unhappy  J^on|;Iady  iip  to  ^he 
cutting  altefnatJve,  either  of  r^fufing 
you,  or  of  meriting  to  be  refu'fed'her- 
fdf  ?    What  fignifies  thfe  plaufibiftty  of 
the  moft  folemn  proftflTioh,  v^h^n  our 
aftiorts  give  the  lye  to  our  wOrfsj  or 
what  fignifies' the  detpc^  ilt  of  tende'r- 
nefs  and  veneration,  if  we  fecretft  carry    • 
a  dagger,  to  ftab  the  objeft  of  all  tnis  ten- 
demefs  and  Ttneration  to  thtf  heait  f  In 
faft,  oin- hypoofify,   fo  far  from  allc- 
▼iatine  the  gtiilt,  fcrves  only  to  increafe 
it's  imtnny  ;  and  indicates  nothing  more 
than  our  fear,  or  our  fiiame,  fo  perpe- 
trate tbofe  crimes  from  which  we  are 
neither  deterred  by  the  voice  of  honour 
nor  the  fcnfe  o^  humanity.    But  what 
h^sji  modem  fine  gentleman  to  do  wifh 
hoifoiir  or  humanity !  the  mere  outfid^s 
of  ^ther  are  (lifRuenf  for' his  piiipofe  5 
ax(di  ib  hs  •bfetves  a  formal,  frTgld  ^rt 
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jot  ucfcfBDCC  i€f  hiC'Wiocdf  be  beoonm 

equally  dead  tf  the  4J£Utct  of  his  rea- 
fon,  and  the  feeUngs  pf  His  heart. 
.  Yet,  if  I  am  aftoniihed  at  the  pitiful 
.eontriyance  bv  which  you  obtained  your 
honour abU  dilcharge  froip  Louifa,  what 
jnuft  1  .think  of  thai  barbarous  mortifi- 
cation which  you  exprefs  at  finding  (he 
; could  bear  the  lofs  of  a  worthltfs  liber- 
tine with  fuch  an  exalted  /hare  of  for- 
titude ?  Aud  To  your  pride  was  wounded, 
becaufe  the  unhapoy  young  lady  did  not 
difcovcr  a  greater  mare  of  wretchednefs, 
and  maniteft  a  much  keener  fenGbility 
of  diftrefs?  Oh,  Bob>  Bob  !  how  un- 
manly, how  inhuman  is  this  declaration! 
But  why  am  I  fur^rized  at  partial  un- 
ipanlinefles,  or  particular  inhumanities, 
where  the  whole  condudl  has  been  uni- 
formly deftitute  of  manhood  and  huma- 
^nity  ?  Your  behaviour,  Sir,  is  entirely 
of  a  piece  j  and  my  contempt  is  as  mucn 
.excited  bv  your  pride,  as  my  detellation 
IS  raifed  by  your  barbarity.  . 

I  fuppoie,  Sir,  it  would  have  yielded 
a  moR^  delicious  feaft  to  your  vanity, 
had  Mifs  Mildmay  fallen  at  your  feet, 
and  in  an  agony  of  defpair  implored 
you, to  change  your  cruel  rcfoJution.  I 
fuppofe  you  would  have  felt  the  moft 
cxquifite  gratification,  to  fee  the  unhap- 
py Younff  lady  deluged  in  her  own  tears, 
and  tearing  her  fine  face  in  all  the  extra- 
'yagance  ot  united  grief  and  diilra6lion. 
Thank  God,  you  were  difappointed  t 
Thank  God,  there  is  one  woman  who 
can  fpum  a  worthlefs  lover  from  her 
prefence,  even  while  ihe  acknowledges 
nis  pofieflibn  of  her  heart !  What  you 
may  think  of  her  behaviour  I  know  not} 
but,  for  my  own  part,  her  condu£l  fmce 
her  fir  ft  indifcretion  has  aAually  raifed 
her  in  my  opinion ;  and  the  generous 
feniibility  which  fhe  has  (hewn  in  con- 
sequence of  her  error,  gives  her  a  pre- 
ference to  millions  who  have  never  erred 
at  all. 

^  Pride,  infenfibility,  and  want  of  fo- 
'licitation,  have  given  a  negative  degree 
of  excellence  to  and  preferved  the  pu- 
rity of  numbers,  who  were  neither  pio- 
tefled  by  principle  nor  reafon ;  but  a 
woman  who  on  the  eve  of  marriage 
jwith  a  man  (he  paifionately  loves,  a 
woman  whofe  heart,  by  the  conH dera- 
tion of  the  approaching  union,  and  the 
exchange  of  a  thoufand  tender  tows 
that  naturally  antecede  the  ceremony, 
it  melted  into  the  fofteft  degree  of  con- 


iidefice,,tn(;  tlirown  tateUroff  lier  gvar^f 
fuch  a  woman,  I  fay.  it  in  the  unfa- 
(pe6ling  moment  of  her.ibul  ihe  eren 
forgets  the  more  ri^id  though  necefTary 
pun^liosof  behaviour,  has  infinite  ex» 
tenuations  to  oiler  in  her  defence ;  but 
if,  upon  her  recovery  of  recollection, 
fhe  is  capable  of  aC^ing  with  dignity 
and  fentiment,  the  goodnefs  of  her  mina 
i  think  Aifficiently  removes  the  iropu- 
Ution  of  levity,  and  renders  ber  i^reatly 
fuperior  to  tbofe  who  boaft  of  their  own 
fortitude,  without  experiencing  the  force 
of  the  fache  temptation  J 

Thus,  my  dear  Bob,  have  I  opened 
my  whole  heart  to  you  on  this  fubjeCt  | 
and  now  the  only  anfwer  which  I  either 
defire  or  cxpeft  to  this  letter  is,  your 
immediate  prefence  in  town,  to  try  every 
DofTible  means  of  a  reconciliation  with 
Mifs  Mildmay.  Do  not  be  afraid  of 
looking  mean  when,  you  are  about  the 
jxrformance  of  a  good  a^ion  :  a  l^lufh 
•  upon  fuch  an  occafion  will  become  you 
mightily  J  and  even  in  proportion  to  the 
greatneis  of  your  confufion,  I  (hall  be 
apt  to  eftimate  both  the  benevolence  of 
your  heart  and  the  depth  of  your  uu- 
derf^anding.  Should  you,  however,  ftill 
continue  attached  to  your  ridiculous  de- 
licacy, and,  through  a  romantick  prin- 
cipW  of  pride,  give  up  a  woman  who 
is  in  a£lual  pofleflion  of  your  heart, 
you  mult  alfo  give  up  a  (ifter  who  loves 
you,  as  lifter  peihaps  never  loved  bro- 
ther before;  for,  though  I  candidly 
own  it  will  ghrt  me  the  greateil  of  aU 
dilh-efTes  to  difcontinue  I'ucb  a  corre- 
fpondence  as  (hould  fub(ift  between  two 
people  fo  united  by  blood,  and  fo  ce- 
mented by  friend/hip,  yet  I  pofi^vely 
repeat,  that  unlefs  you  (hew  yourfelf 
a  man  of  principle  on  this  important  oc- 
cafion, you  will  never  more  near  a  fyl- 
lable  from  your  greatly  aflli^ed,  yet  ftill 
affectionate  fifter, 

Theo.  Havsrsham. 


LETTER    XT. 

SIR  ROBBRT  HAKOLD  TO  CHARLES 
MFLMOTH,    ES<^ 

DEAR  CHARLES, 

YO  U  can  fcarcely  conceive  the  anx- 
iety I  have  laboured  under  (ince 
my  lalt  letter;  every  moment  that  I  was 
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uhttat  from  Louifa,  I  thoiigTit  would 
have  enabled  me  to  banifh  her  from  my 
memory  with  more  reidinefs  and  cer- 
tainty $  but^  I  do  not  know  how  It  is, 
Ok  preiles  with  an  inceiTant  violence  to 
my  recoIleAion,  and  gains  every  mo- 
intDt  an  additional  fhare  of  power,  in 
proportion  as  I  flattered  nivfelf  her 
power  would  have  diminifhed.  What 
an  unaccountable  fellow  am  I,  Charles, 
that  I  never  know  my  own  mind  for 
four  ^d  twenty  hours  together  !  Be- 
fore I  was  fure  of  Mifs  Mi  1dm ay,  I 
was  impatient  to  become  mafter  of  her 
affeflions  :  when  I  had  obtained  thefe 
atfeftions,  I  inttantly  funk  into  a  ftate 
of  indifference  and  apthy ,  and  for  fome 
time  dreaded  the  day  of  m:irriage,  as  a 
condemned  criminal  would  dread  the 
day  of  clecution.  Well,  having  at  iaft 
worked  myfelf  up  into  a  real  palfion  for 
her,  the  intervention  of  an  unexpe£led 
circumftance  induced  me  to  give  her  up; 
and  now  that  I  have  given  her  up,  I  find 
I  fliall  be  as  eager  as  ever  to  regain  her. 
The  only  way  I  lee,  after  all,  is  fairly 
to  marry  her  ;  for  then,  let  me  change 
my  mind  never  fo  often,  my  perfon  you 
know  will  be  boend  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  to  keep  me  from  the  commiflion  of 
frefh  abfurdities. 

1  have  juft  this  moment  received  your 
letter,  and  my  fifter  Haveriham's.  By 
thtfc  I  find  you  are  endeavouring  to 
imitate,  as  far  as  you  are  capable  of 
imitating  any  diing  worthy,  the  charac- 
ter of  Belford  in  Ricbardlbn^s  Clariffa 
Hrirlow.  Nay,  to  render  this  imitation 
the  more  ftriking,  you  treat  me  as  if  I 
•ere  juft  fuch  another  contemptible 
blockhead  as  Lovelace,  who  dia  not 
imagine  there  was  a  morieft  woman  ex* 
ifting.  Now,  you  know  very  well, 
Melmoth,  that  I  am  rather  vain  in  af- 
fe^ation  than  in  reality ;  and  though  I 
^metimes  talkaway  about  my  perfon  and 
my  addrefs,  you  muft  acknowledge  that, 
unlike  Richardfon's  hero,  I  neiier  infi- 
miate  that  cither  is  irrefillible.  In  ihort, 
you  know  that,  even  in  my  wildeft  con- 
nexion with  the  fex,  Iflill  retained  fome 
degree  of  principle ;  and  have  frequent- 
ly, from  motives  of  humanity,  avoided 
an  intercourfe  which  he  would  have  fo- 
Kcited  with  the  utmoft  affiduity.  Be 
i  tweenhim  and  me  the  comparifon  is  (till 
more  i^mote:  for  he  was  continually 
«n«leavourxng  to  undermine  a  virtue 
^ch  he  bad  no  rcafQii  whatfoever  to 
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fufpeft;  whereas  I  nevefe-  enMKtined  m 
thought  injurious  to  Mifs  Mildmay,  but 
fuccwded  with  her  entirely  from  a  tri- 
vial accident.    This  is  not  all(  the  arts 
which  Lovelace  made  ufe  of  fo  treplur' 
Clariflfa  were  to  the  lalldcgree  mfamotit 
and  unmanly  :  hit  carrying  her  to  Sin- 
clair'f  I  a  common  brotnel,  and  his  in-^ 
tntroduftion  of  the  two  ftnimptts  to  bar 
in  the  charader  of  ladies  of  quality,  are 
more  flagrant  inftancesoftuipitttdcthaA' 
if  he  -had  aftuiUy  adminiftared  a  fleep. 
ing  draught,  or  forced  her  the  moment 
he  got  her  from  her  father*!.    In  the 
latter  cales,  yooth  and  paflion  miffbt 
afford  his  crime  fome  fliadow  of  oalfia- 
tion ;  whereat,  in  the  fomier>  hit  fcnemet 
are  fo  tedious  and  refined,  that  they  be- 
come utterly  repugnant  to  the  fife  of 
youth,  and  the  fury  of  paifion  |  and 
indicate  either  the  moft  palpable  villainy 
of  heart,  or  the  nM>ft  palpable  want  of 
inclination .    His  reafon,  too»  for  delay- 
ing to  marry  the  woman  he  lovea  ia  a* 
pleafant  one:  he  feart  fhe  it  aAoally 
virtuous.     O,  Charles  1  how  opposite  ia 
the  motive  of  my  conduA  I  But  hufli, 
ivcolleflion !  Down,  bufy  devil}  doftn  1 
I  have  waked  a  fcorpion  in  that  retro^ 
fjpeA,  which  (Hngs  me  to  diftraAion  I 

Your  letter,  Charles,  is,  at  you  juftly. 
call  it,  a  very  dull  one }  however,  you- 
are  a  hap()y  fellow  to  make  even  your 
fiupidity  a  meant  of  ihcwing  yourun-: 
dedtanding.  My  fifter  HaveHbam,  with- 
out the  advantage  of  your  extaniive  eru- 
dition, writes  hfty  times  mope  to  the 
purpofe,  though  I  dare  fay  yop  think 
her  infinitely  your  inferior,  both  as  to 
elegance  of  Ity  !e  and  energy  of  argument. 
Do  not,  howjvcr,   be  offended  at  the 
juftice  I  do  her  in  this  placej.for  you 
are  a  mighty  favourite  with  her  lady- 
iliipi  and,  1  dare  fay   may,  in  time, 
afpire  at  a  match  with   her— Abigail 
Harper. 

Notwithftandine  thefe  attempts  to  be 
merry,  I  am  fearfxil  my  endeavours  at 
a  joke  will  be  to  the  full  as  unfortunate 
as  your  endeavours  at  letter- writing,  I 
fliall  not,  like  you,  however,  make  the 
ridiculous  parade  of  an  apology:  the 
budntfs  of  this  fcrawl  it  to  beg  you  will 
inAantly  go  to  Lady  Haveriham'a,  and 
inform  her  I  am  every  thing  ihe  could 
wiih  me ;  that  I  (hall  let  off  (o- morrow 
morning  for  London,  and  be  with  her ' 
by  breakfaft.  In  the  mean  time,  if  flie 
Would  eototrrve  to  lee  Louifa,  who  iiuift 
£a  be 
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Vf:iR49W»lPftiiM»  kviouMpbjige  me 
hig^^y^M  I  knew  an  interview  ^ween 
ti^m  vHtuU  pave  the  rea4ieft  ywy  to  a 
i]^(Hici)i9QQn>  Ferhaps^Mifg  Mildmay* 
M|b^  /ho  fip49  my  (i^ei:  fo  (Irenuout^ 
^»fi  Gte^  how  redely  C  am  myfelf  to  heal 
tJ)t$.  unlMck:y  breach^  m^yg^ve  herfelf 
£vBe  9iQlf.and  thinly  of  tsta^ifig  me  with 
'^9^nm.  .  If  Oie  i^ofildt  by  U^- 
v^n— Yet,  fmely$  I  have  deierv^d  not 
<Htij  her  indiflfereDce^  Uu^  her  fcorn. 
Have  I  not  pnieUy  ej^pofed  her  to  the 
rJdKMil  of  tb9  whole  wodd^  and  the  re- 
i^HtiQO)^  of  her  whole  f^n^y !  Have  I 
qqt  e^uAltW  epdangeiod  her  reputation 
imdherlifet  deAroyed  her  fortune,  and 
HUM  her  felicity  1  Vei.  Melmoth,  I 
luwe  defenred  not  only  her  fi^rn  but 
ker  jiWoJ^te/dfUftati^n,  {  aip  afto« 
4iihe4»  when  I.  review  the  ilate  of  the 
GfStf  how  I  could  be  w^^  enough  to 
tftisK.  a  nnmher  of  the  .fnoft  aileding 
evilly  .to  the  prpcarious  hazard  at  word 
ofaiiaglemtftfortiine.  Mrs> M^ldmay^g 
If  tter  OQift  me  many  leait,  .and  I  could 
aot  oeadLady  Hiaverlham't  without  an 
cyinalmixeuieof  Ibame  and  djiirefs :  that 
'v^hietty  nobleft  of  women,  Charles, 
U^  entitled  to  every  return  both  of  my 
gratitude  and  afife£]kion.  >  li|ad  it  not  been 
for  her  indefatigable  irduliry,  even  in 
oppofitioato  the  manifeft  gall  of  her  in- 
tereft,  and  the. dilates  of  her  love,  my 
^ber»  you  J^nowy  would  havedifinheiit- 
ed  me.  tier  ntatdage  with  Lord  Haver- 
iham,.  A  man  three  time  older  than  her* 
felfy  was  the  price  of  my  pardon  j  and 
ytUf  at  the  fame  time  that  Theodoiia 
Relied  to  this  match  for  my  preferva- 
tion,  -I  knew  her  whole  foul  was  devot- 
ed to  .myiold  friend  Sir  ]&4y^rd  Wil- 
aatn^^ton.  Poor  Sir  Edward  fell  in  the 
glohous  ai&ir  of  Miiiden  ^  and,  though 
%  never  hinted  the  circumftance  to  you 
befSare,  yet  he  faciiiiqcd  himfelf  on  that 
memorable  day,  by  running  into  unne- 
oadary  dangers,  merely  through  his  in- 
tiq>acity  to  furviye  the  lofs  of  my  fifter. 
And  does  not  this  fitter,  MeUnotl),  de- 
Arve  every  thing  at  my  hands  ?  Go  in- 
ibmtly  to- her  wheA  you  read  this,  and 
tell  her,  that,  for  the  remainder  of  my 
dhys,  1-  (hall  be  entirely  guided  by  her 
dire^ipiiS£  tell  her^  that  without  the. 
cen$huafion  of  her  friendihip  J  never 
eao  be  hi^py ;  and  that,  next  to  the 
fdegivenefs  of  the  Deity' himielf,  her*a 
i»  the  meft  eflential  requifite:to  my  feli- 
city.   I^bluih,  Melmoth,  tQ  )ie  <^t« 


4<me  in  ^soorofity^  but  this  ettlfed  w». 
man  always  threw  me  at  a  dillancei, 
abd,  from  my  infancy  up,  continually^ 
excited  both  my  envy  and  my  admira- 
tion. You  fee  that,  in  all  this  readi- 
ncfs  of  acquieicence,  Cb'arles,  I  never 
once  inilnuate  the plealure  it  will  nccef-j 
iarUy  give  myfelr  to  make  up  matters, 
with  I^ui^a )  neverthelefs,  my  Heart  it 
tranfported  at  the  thought,  and  I  even 
love  my  friends  the  better  for  thus  tak-. 
ing  part  agsinft  my  pride,  in  favour  of 
my  inclination. 

The  hinu  which  you  injdnuate  'rela« 
tive  to  confeqvcnces,  Charles^  in  cafe  t 
do  not  accommodate  wFth  the'  Mildmay 
family,  would  give  me  but  little  uneafi* 
ncfs,  was  I  eyer*  fo  pitiful  a  paltroon, 
and  ever  (b  much  difinclined  to  the 
match.  Colonel  Mildmay  is  a  young 
fellow  of  fpirit,  but  he  is  alfo  a  man  ot 
underftanding:  he  maft  therefore  fee 
how  prepofterous  it  would  be  to  think 
of  revenging  the  quan^el  of  a  After,  who, 
notwithnanding  my  behaviour,  would, 
I  dare  fay,  be  much  better  pleaied  at 
his  fain  than  mine.  I  have  been  more 
than  once  challenged  by  the  bro'thci-s  of 
young  ladies,  Charles ;  and  I  always 
Ibund  the  dear  girls  thought  the  fel* 
lows  extremely  impertinent  who  pre- 
fumed  to  call  me  to  an  account.  There 
are  few  filters,  Melmoth,  like  Lady 
Havei-(ham  j  on  the  contrary,,  mo^  wo* 
men  would  much  (boner  wifli  to  fee  a 
brother  llretchcd  dead  lipou  the  field  of 
combat,  than  to  bear  that  an  iniamoua 
rafcal,  who.  had  deftroyed  both  their 
peace  and  their  reputation,  had  met 
with  the  fmalleft  accident.  For  ray  own 
part,  dearly  as  I  love  Lady  Haverfliam^ 
was  it  poilibls  for  her  to  be  ruiiied  and 
deferted,  I  fliould  never  think  of  calling 
the  villain  to  an  account.  After  the 
laft  intimacy,  a  woman  always  efpoules 
the  caufe  ot  her  lover,  and  a  brother  has 
of  courfe  little  occafion  to  interfere, 
when,  at  the  very  moment  he  is  hazard- 
ing his  life  in  the  caufe  of  a  Cder,  Ihe 
is  fecretly  praying  for  the  fuccefs  of  his 
antagonitt.  Colonel  Mildmay  knows 
the  world^  and  will  never  dream  of  ex- 
ix>nng  his  life  in  a  quarrel,  where  there 
IS  no  probability  even  of  meeting  with 
thanks.  Beeafy,  therefore,  dear  Charles, 
On  this  head,  and  believe  to  be  yours 
imalterably, 

Robert  Harolq. 
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YO  U  will  undoubtedly  be  furpriz- 
ed,  (after  reading  the  firm  lefo- 
luticn  which  I  made  in  my  laH,  of  go- 
ing inftantly  to  London,  and  accom- 
modating the  unhappy  affair  wltli  Mifs 
Mildmay)  to  hear  tnat^  inftead  of  fol* 
lowing  &at  refolution,  I  am  this  mo- 
ment preparing  to  quit  the  kingdom  | 
and  ihally  ?n  all  probability,  never  more 
fee  Louifa^s  face,  nor  fet  a  foot  in  Eng- 
land. O  Charles  !  to  what  a  £ate  am  I 
referred  I  one  misfortune  treads  faft  up- 
on the  heels  of  another  $  and  the  wor- 
thy, though  mifguided^ColoncI  Mild- 
psay,  is  perhaps,  by  tbii^time,  dead, 
fhiougb  a  raih  mdignation  at  the  fate  oi 
his  filter. 

I  was  juft  ilepping  into  my  diaiie  at 
jfiK  Crown  in  Reading,  when  a  gentle- 
ikian  in  a  poft-chariot  and  Hx,  who  waa 
driving  at  a  furious  rate,  accidentally 
feeing  me,  ordered  his  people  to  ftop  i 
Slid  coming  out  of  the  carriage,  flapped 
we  familiarly  upon  the  tfioulder,  and 
expreflcd  no  little  a(loni(hment  at  feeing 
ine  in  Reading  i  faying,  he  thought  I 
kad  been  confiderably  better  empluyed 
than  in  driving  round  the  country.  The 
ineeting  was  an  unlucky  oney  Charles^ 
for  the  gentleman  was  no  other  than  Co- 
lonel Mildnoay  ;  he  was  going  down  to 
liis  father^s,  to  be  prefect  at  my  marriage 
with  Louifa,  and  now  defued  me  to  liep 
into  his  carriage,  as  it  would  be  inucU 
more  agreeable  to  ride  together  than  to 
travel  in  feparate  vehicles* 

You  may  be  fure  that,  if  the  unex- 
pefted  appearance  of  the  colonel  difcon- 
certed  me  at  firft,  my  confufion  was  no 
xf^y  abated  by  the  uit)pofal  of  accompa- 
nymg  him  to  his  lather's.  I  was  ex* 
cefiivdy  aukward,  and  made  fume  liam- 
joen^g  fort  of  a  reply,  which  1  fancy 
rendered  roe  curiedly  contemptible. 
The  colonel  perceiving  me  Co  muchem- 
barrafifed,  demanded,  with  a  faul taring 
tone^  fwd  a  look  of  the .  utmoft  apprer 
beaiioii^'^if  ?U  was  right,  aad  if  I  ftiil 
continued  on  a  proper  footing  with 
Looka*  This  quettion  was  a  home  on^ 
Mehnoth  j  and  to  evade  it  would  have 
tap  the  ioweft  degree  of  timidity ;  I 
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therefore  hinted,  that  a  little  accid«it 

had  intervened,  ^hich  maft  Becairaril|r 
occafion  a  Ihort  procraftination  of  our 
nuptials,  but  that  I  had  no  do^ibt  of 
€VfU7  thing's  beinK  fettled  to  the  mutual 
fitisfa^onof  both  faoiHiea. 

This  raf  Iv  threw  thr  coiond  into  the 
peateft  conftematioa  )  his  faipws  wcie 
m  an  inftant  ftretched  a  full  inch  aboip 
their  natural  fituation^  hit  ^e»  mem 
fixed  into  a  ibreof  unatti^able  »&onik' 
ment  |  his  mout)»  tnfenfiUy  vfidcfied  to 
a  horror  of  dJftenfion  ^  an4  hia  jcom- 
plexion,  which  the  moment  before  wt^t 
remarkably  glowing,  now  ailiijaed  m 
white  of  the  moft  deadly  kisd  imi^ina- 
ble :  at  iaft,  with  an  accent  fcacce  pis- 
dible,  while  a  tear  imperceptibly  fiole 
down  hia  cheek,  be  ddired  mt  to  Itep 
into  the  inn  with  him,  a^d  inlJnoatad 
that  he  expe^ed  to  be  made  aG4|uaintad 
with  the  particolftrs.  I  accopdi^ly  af- 
feoted  to  his  profxxfal ;  and  fi  private 
rbom  being  ordered,  srt  west  up  Ibin 
together*  and  £or  tfoaie  monientt  fat  in 
a  Sate  of  filent  anxiety,  each  axpeflisg 
that  the  other  would  open  6rft,  while 
each  neverthelcfs  dreaded  to  enter  vpoft 
a  converiation.  * 

The  colonel,  however,  finding  that  ][ 
was  no  way  likely  to  hem  the  dif- 
courft,  and  natursufy  rKoUeding  that, 
as  he  had  been  the  propofer  of  the  in- 
tended explanation,  it  became  him  lo 
break  iilence,  exclaimed  with  an  inter- 
rogaipry  repetition,  *  And  ib,  Sir  |Co- 

*  bcit,  an  affair  lias  happened,   which 

*  muft  inevitably  delay  your  mairii^ 

*  with  Louifa  ?*— <  Yes,  colooeli  aod 

<  I  fincerely  lament  thf  occaiioa  of  that 

*  delay,   as  I  flattered  myklf  with  4 

<  hope  of  beinz  the  happieft  Aumin  the 

*  world  a  Kttk  earlier.*—'  As  you  ace 

<  kind  tnough  to  lao^t  the  (|ccar>Qn 
'  of  this  delay/    ref4»ed  the  colonei, 

*  you  can  have  no  objr^ioa  to  make 
'  me  acquainted  with  it«   ShS|ll  I  thflr«- 

*  fore  beg.   Sir  Robert,. to  know  the 
'  real  motive  of  piocradinatiag  mat- 

*  ters  ?     From  the  very  great  oapedi . 
'  tian  uied  in  the  foii-merpait  or  tlHs 

*  negotiation,  a  delay  was  what  I.iittJe 

*  looked  for,  and  mw  con^fs  that  it 

*  not  only  furprizes,   but  «IFe6b  me. 

*  Louifa,  Sir  Robeit,  is  veiy  near  my 

*  heai^   and  ours  is  a  iamiiy  whioh 
^  <  muft  «ot  be  iafultod  with  ienpwHty.* 

You  may  naturally  imagine^  C-harles, 
that  this  menacing  fpeecb^  together  with 
dw  air  which  accoojp^niqd  iit  was  oat 

a? 
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at  all  calculated  to  work  upon  a  temper 
like  mine :  I  therefore  ftirveyed  the  co- 
lonel with  a  look  of  coldT  indifferenctfy 
and  an(Wered»  that  Lonifa  was  to  the 
full  as  clolb  to  my  heart,  atfhe  could 
poflibly  be  to  his  {  and  as  fdr  refcnting 
any  innilt  which  might  be  olTc^cd  to  the 
lionotkr  of  his  family,  that  was  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  rnuft  raife  him  in  every 
body*s  coniideration. 

From  the  vifible  coldnefs  of  my  re- 
'ply,  the  colonel,  I  faw,  endeavoured  to 
rdn-in  his  temper  as  well  as  he  was 
able,  till  he  had  more  fubftantial  grounds 
Tor  indicating  a  rcfcntment.  •  Sir  Ro- 
«  bert/  fkys  he,  *  excufe  my  vrannth; 

*  I  love  my  (ifter,  and  I  feel  for  my 

*  family :  gratify  my  impatience  ihcre- 
f  fore  in  one  word;  and,  like  the  man 

*  of  honour  I  believe  you  to  be,  like 

*  the  brother  I  hope  to  find  jrou,  tell 

*  me  that  neither  has  been  injured'  by 

*  your  means,  and  I  fhall  be  the  hap- 

*  pieft  man  in  the  univerfc.' 

Here,  Melmoth,  was  a  lunge  which 
Inquired  all  my  ingenuity  to  pirry  j 
yel,  when  I  coniidered  that  Loulfaher- 
ftlf  bad  publiflied  everi^  thing  between 
us,  and  when  I  faw  tne  colonel  muft 
neccflarily  hear  the  whole  ftory  in  the 
mod  aggravating  light  in  a  few  hours,  I 
thought  it  would  look  like  the  rtrtkeft 
cowardice  to  prevaricate,  however  ft 
ii:ight  wound  my  fenfibility  in  thtr  ten  - 
dereft  part  to  make  mention  of  any 
thing  to  the  diiadvantage  of  Louifa. 
Putting  therefore  the  beft  face  I  poflibly 
could  upon  the  matter,  I  candidly  told 
the  colonel,  that  the  excefs  of  my  paf- 
fion  for  his  fifter  had  a^ually  led  me  in- 
to an  indifcretion  which  occaiioned  fome 
uneannefs ;  that  Louifa  had,  ih  confe- 
«}uence,  been  fent  up  to  London,  and 
that  I  was  then  on  my  journey  after 
tier,  to  fall  at  her  feet,  and  to  folicrt  a 
reconcil ration.  I  added,  that  I  flatter- 
ed myfelf  he  would  exert  his  intcrcft  in 
my  favour,  fmce  there  was  no  undoing 
what  vi^s  done,  and  fmce  that  was  the 
only  means  of  reftorinp  his  fifter's  tran- 

Jiuility,  and  fecurtng  the  honour  of  his 
amity. 

There  is  no  poflibility,  Melmoth,  of 
painting  the  aftonifliment  in  which  this 
relation  threw  the  colonel  5  the  furprize 
which  he  before  ma ni felled  was  nothing 
to  that  which  now  took  the  entire  poN  . 
feflion  of  his  countenance.  'At  length 
his  wonder  giving  way  to  his  indigna- 
tionj  «  kind  of  Jury  (eemed  to  flafh 


from  bis-eycs,  and  he  fiercely  Icamd  a* 
crofs  the  table,  repeating,  in  a  mena- 
cing accent,  *  And  fo,  Sir,  yo^  have 

*  actually  ruined  Louifa  Mildmay  !* 

I  do  not  know  how  it  is,  Melmoth, 
but  there  is  (bmething  in  the  nature  of 
guilt  which  takes  away  our  fortitude^ 
and  reduces  us  to  a  date  of  the  moft 
contemptible  timidity.  You  know  I 
have  as  much  courage  as  the  gcnemlity 
of  young  fellows,  and  you  know  alio 
what  unhappy  in  (lances  I  have  given 
of  my  knowledge  in  the  weapons  \  yet, 
by  all  that  Is  good,  I  could  fcarccjy  fu- 
ftain  the  terror  of  Mildmay^  eye  oti 
this  occafion.  Confcious  how  much 
risht  he  had  to  be  offended  j  confcioug 
of  my  own  guilt,  and  Lady  Haver. 
iham*8  letter  ftill  ringing  in  my  earsj  I 
ihrunk  in  a  manner  into  myftlf,  and 
feemed  fearful  of  encountering  the 
(hock  of  his  indignation.  I  fat  dumb, 
irrefolnte,  confoumled;  my  vacant  eye 
held  rivetted  to  the  floor,  and  fuch  a  vi- 
fible agitation  in  my  whole  pcrfcn,  as 
wotlild  have  given  the  colonel  but  a  poor 
idea  of  my  fplrit,  had  he  not  been  al- 
ready pretty  well  acquainted  with  my 
charaficr.  The  colonel,  however,  foon 
gave  me  all  my  cuftomary  courage,  by 
exclaiming  that  I  was  a  villain;  a  cow- 
ardly, contemptible  villain  ;  who  had 
bafely  made  ufe  of  the  moll  infamous 
arts  to  feduce  the  inexpeiienced  inno- 
cence of  a  beautiful  young  lady,  and  to 
blafl  the  rfeputation  of  a  family,  with 
wh?ch  I  was  utterly  unworthy  to  be 
conncflcd.  The  colonel  was  proceed- 
ing in  this  manner,  and  giving  an  un- 
bounded loofe  to  a  florm  of  incoherent 
fury,  when  I  interrupted  him.     «  Co- 

*  lonel,'  faid  I,  *  this  is  language  with 

*  which  I  have  been  totally  unacquaint- 

*  ed)  and  ir  is  language  which  would 

*  poflibly  colt  you  very  dear,  was  I  not 

*  fenfible  you  have  fome  caufe  to  be  of- 

*  fended  with  me ;  and  was  I  net  defi- 

*  rous  of  ftiewing  every  regard,  which 
«  I  am  now  able  to  manifctl,  both  for 
«  the  honour  of  your  family  and  the 

*  peace  of  your  beautiful  filter.  I 
«  grant  my  behaviour  has  been  culpa* 
«  ble,  greatly  culpable,  and  it  is  with 

*  infinite  concern  1  reflect  on  the  anxiety 

*  which  my'miA>ehaviour  ha^tUready 

*  produced.  What  more  can  I  either 
<  fay  or  do?   An  altercation  between 

*  you  and  me  is  much  more  likely  to 

*  increafe  tlie  general  unhappincfs  of 
'  our  friends  than  to  remove  it.    You 

<  know 
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'^  hMOm  that,  Aoold  k  even  h%  my  lot- 

*  to  fall  in  this  altercation^    neither 
9  your  boufe  nor]|rour  fifisr  can  be  be- 
'  nefited  by  that  cirtumftance  ^  where-  ' 
'  as,  on  tne  contrary,  (hould  you  be 
'  UDfuccefsful,  both  muft  naturally  ex- 

*  perience  an  addition  of  the  mod  ex- 
'  qoifite  diftrefs.  Do  me  the  jufticei 
'  Colonel  Mildmay,  to  believe  that 
'  this  expoilulation  is  not  the  refult  of 
'  timidity :     I    have   already    injured 

*  your  houfe,  .and  it  ipuft  be  the  rooft 
'  prefltDg  neceility  indeedi   which  can 

*  oblige  me  to  run  even  the  hazard  of 
'  aggravating    my    fault.      Do    not, 

*  therefore,  by  indulging  an  io judicious 
'  warmth,  either  prevent  me  from  the 
'  poflibility  of  making  a  reparation,  or 
'  expofe  your  family  to  the  hazard  of 
'  new  misfortunes.    Happinefs  is  ytt 

*  within  our  reach,  and  it  rouft  be 
'  very  much  your  fault  if  it  is  fnatched 

*  from  our  hands/ 

This  lony  harangue,  Charles,  I  pro* 
nounced  with  an  uncommon  degree  of 
temper ;  but  I  could  eafily  iee  that  it 
had  little  efle£i  upon  Colonel  Mildmay  : 
full  of  that  ridiculous  fort  of  honour 
which  is  above  liftenine  to  reafon,  he 
endeavoured  to  break  m  upon  me  fe- 
deral times)  and,  when  I  had  done, 
inftead  of  moderating  his.padion,  he 
rather  fecmed  to  give  it  an  addiiional 
force;  fwearing  that,  though  a  cool  hy- 
pocritical fpecch  might  filcnce  the  re- 
ientincnt  of  his  filter,  he  was  ^not  to 
be  duped  from  his  purpofe  by  the  moft 
fpecious  plaufibilitics,  but  would  vin- 
dicate the  honour  of  his  family,  and 
proceed  inftantly  to  the  neceflary  means 
of  redrefs. 

*  And  pray,  colonel,  faid  I^  *  how 
'  do  you  purpoic  to  obtain  this  redrefs  V 
— *  JPurpofe!*  returned  he  fliortly;  *  as 

*  a  man  of  honour.     Be  pleafed  to  ftay 

*  for  me  but  two  minutes,  and  you  (hall 
'  be  more  fully  fatisficd/  So  faying, 
he  ran  down  ftairs  to  his  chariot,  which 
was  all  the  time  waiting  ai  the  door, 
and  took  out  a  cafe  of  piftols,  (for  I 
could  lee  every  thing  dillin^lly  through 
the  window  :)  theie  he  concealed  un- 
der a  furtout  which  he  had  on,  and 
coming  up  with  a  lightning-like  expe- 
dition to  the  room  in  which  he  left 
me,  entered  and  bolted  the  door.  Hav- 
ing done  thus,  he  marched  up  dire£lly 
Co  me,  and  fwore,  with  a  determined 
energy  of  execration,  that  uniefs  I 
inftantly  accepted  of  one^   and  ftood 
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upon  my  defence^  he  would,  widioat 
any  farther  ceremony,  (hoot  me  tbrougk 
the  head.  All  this  time,  Charles^  I 
l^ept  my  temper  with  a  Aoicifm  Uitt  vat 
really  albniihing.  *  Colonel,*  (aid  I, 
as  he  pronounced  the  lalt  menace,  ■*  cotif 

*  fider  that  you  have  a  man  before  you« 

*  who  is  not  ealily  intimidated  j    but 

*  who,  as  he  wi(hes  to  repair,  inAend 

*  of  aggravating  injuries,  u  willing  ta- 

*  overlook  the  infults  which  you  have 

*  offered  him,  and  to  embrace  you  as  a 

*  brother  and  a  friend.  For  your  (iier^a 

*  fake.  Sir,  coniider-— *     *  Damna- 

*  tion  feize  my  filter  I'  interrupted  he, 
wildly  i  «  it  is  not  her  honour  which  I 

*  want  to  vindicate,  but  my  own.    She 

*  is  an  infamous  flrumpet,  and  you  are 

*  a  cowardly,  hypocritical  fcoundrel  I 

*  Take  the  piHoI,  Sir;  this  moment  take 

*  it,  and  defend  youritlf  t  for,  by  all 
'  that  is  holy,  if  you  hefitate  another 

*  inftaot,  I  will  anticipate  the  jufiice 
«  of  the  gibbet,  and  rid  the  world  of 

*  as  great  a  villain  as  ever  dishonoured 
'  it!*  l^his language,  Charles,  was  no 
longer  to  be  boine;  the  fcaadalous  epi- 
thet with  which  he  branded  poor  X«oui(a, 
and  the  brutality  of  infolence  with 
which  he  treated  all  mv  concciTions,  en- 
tirely Jeftroyed  my  fortitude  j  £o  that 
now  forgetting  every  condJeration,  1 
fnatched  the  pidol  out  of  his  hand,  and 
retiring  to  a  fpace,  which  he  himleif 
hid  pointed  our,  I  fired,  ami  wounded 
him  fo  dangerouily  in  the  groin,  that  ho 
initantly  fell  upon  the  floor,  diichaig- 
ing  his  piftol,  however,  as  he  fell )  the 
concents  of  which  iuft  drew  a  little 
blood  from  my  ear,  out  did  me  no  far- 
ther injury,  uniefs  burning  a  curl  of 
the  fide  hair  may  be  termed  an  injury 
to  a  fellow  fo  fond  of  drefllng  at  your 
humble  fervant. 

I  ran  to  the  colonel  the  moment  I 
faw  him  down,  and  offered  hira  every 
aflillance  in  my  power  i  but  he  was  now 
in  a  manner  frantick :  the  anguifh  of 
his  wound,  and  the  mortification  of 
finding  I  come  off  fo  eafily,  threw  hint 
into  an  extravagant  paffion,  and  he 
raved  at  me,  his  Utter,  and  his  own  un« 
executing  hand,  with  all  the  fury  of  an. 
implacable  relVntmcnt  and  h  difappolnted 
revenge ;  difciaiming  every  conlolatioa 
which  I  was  capable  of  offering,  and, 
fwearing  he  would  ihll  purfue  roe  to  the 
utmoli  confines  of  tlie  world,  till  he, 
had  factificed  me  to  the  manea  of  his 
murdered  reputation.    Finding  him  in 

this 


tfiit  temper,  tfid  knowing  that  i!hi!  (dOA* 
m  J  pmvided  for  my  own  fkfety  the  bet; 
tir,  at  I  fouiWI  from  the  nature  of  hiif 
%ioiindl  thM  hit  ^Bstioii  was  dtngerdust 
I  maMhed  down  ftain  to  my  chaiie 
with^my  handkerehtcf  to  my  ear,  and 
ckoft  immediately  off  towards  Br'Htol, 
|iHring.pf«Tiooa  dire^lions,  However,  to 
ue  people  -of  the  houfe,  who  had  not 
yet  been  alarmed,  to  take  tlie  moft 
%cedy  aad  eflle6hial  eare  of  the  colonel. 
.My  ^rd  eare  on  my  arriral  at  BriftoF 
was  to  fend  Eclwards  in  queft  of  tovtit 
Tdfel  tmmediatriy  ready  to  £u1,  and  in 
Icfa  than  an  hour  he  came  back  with  in  < 
ttlligence  that  the  captain  of  a  ihip 
bound  to  Rotterdam  was  preparing  to 
ftt  oif  the  next  tide.  As  it  wat  a  mat- 
ter of  todifllerence  to  me  which  way  I 
purfned  my  rout,  I  ordered  him  to 
^  agree  with  the  Dutchman,  and  fat 
<!bwn  to  give  you  an  account  of  this 
unfortuMte  accident  befmt;  I  left  the' 
kingdom.  Voo  cannot  imagine,  Charles, 
how  miferable  it  has  made  me  \  no  lefs 
ih  difappointing  the  eagemefs  of  my 
wiibes  to  l»e  reconciled  m  Louifa,  than 
in  loading  the  two  families  with  addi- 
tional drftrefs.  Neither  Lady  Haver- 
Iham  nor  Mifs  Mildmay  will  ever  be- 
lieve, but  that  I  have  been  entirely  to 
blame  in  this  curled  rencounter}  and 
ihooid  the  colonel  even  recover,  the 
danger  into  which  I  have  thrown  his 
life,  muft  neceflarily  impede  an  acoom- 
ihodation  with  his  fifter.  Then  heis  fo 
implacable  in  his  refentments,  and  his 
Ibther  is  (b  carried  away  by  the  ridicu- 
lous notions  of  family  reputation,  that 
I  much  ({ueftton-  w|iether  he  would  not 
believe  hmiielf  rather  bound  in  honour 
to  treat  me  with  the  grofleft  indignities, 
than,  to  think  of  Hf^ening  to  any  over- 
tures which  I  may  ^ake  towards  a  re- 
conciliation. How  cautioufly,  my  dear 
Melmoth,  Htou Id  young  fellows  of  any 
principle  be  in  their  condo^t  to  women 
of  character  j  fince  a  fmgle  indifcretion 
can  be  produftive  of  fuch  numbcrlefs 
misfortunes  i  Here  have  I,  with  as  lit- 
tle villainy  of  intention  as  ever  influ- 
enced the  bofom  of  giddy-headed  youth, 
with  little  mo-e  in  faft  to  charge  rayfclf 
than  a  mere  want  of  circumfpealon, 
deftroyed  the  reputation  of  a  woman 
whom  I  paflionately  love ;  converted  the 
fmiling  cxpeftations  of  her  whole  fa- 
mily into  anguiih  and  difgrace ;  robbed' 
her  brother,  perhaps,  of  his  life  \  and 
Ikcrifictd  not  only  my  own  peace  of 
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mind  for^var,  Ikh  conMd  all  fl^fitedi 
with  eonfufioh  and  diftroft .  Hovir  Mae 
people,  'Melmotby  can  pi«(enre  Hieir 
tranqfutllity  with  Arth  a  ibeno  befM 
them,  is  to  me  aAotiifliing.  A  man. 
not  utterly  diveAed  of  feeling,  mtitt 
look  with  horror  on  himfelf  where  he 
has  been  the  cauieof  fuch  a  complicatcxl 
wretchednels.  Forroy  own  part, thought* 
lefs  as  I  have  been  in  manjr  coaneAions 
with  the  fex,  the  confequences  which 
have  refulied  from  this  affair  with  Mifs 
Mitdmay,  make  me  cieteft  what  I  for- 
meiivelieemed  the  principal  fovrceof 
fdiaty,  and  convince  me  that  a  mait 
of  gallantry  is  no  lefs  a  contemptible 
than  a  dangerous  charader.  O  Charfes  I 
could  my  whole  fortune  recofver  that 
chearful  ferenity  of  mind  which  I.pof- 
ie(&d  but  a  week  ago,  how  readily 
would  I  think  of  making  tlie  p«rchx(e ! 
ikut  happinefs  is  totally  incompatible 
with  guilt,  and  it  is  but  }uft  that  he  who 
is  inftrumental  in  the  mifery  of  others* 
Oiould  experience  the  fliarpeft  itings  of 
mj(ery  himfelf. 

Before  I  conclude  this  letter,  Imui^, 
however,  mention  fbme  things  to  you 
relative  to  Mifs  Mildmay.  By  her  mo- 
therms  letter  I  underftand  that  fl»e  is  to 
be  fnpplied  with  monej'  only  as  the  good 
old  lady  can  conveniently  i^are  it,  till 
titm  can  fo  work  upon  the  ohfh'nate 
temper  of  her  father,  as  to  obtain  fbme 
regular  allowance  for  her  efbtbliflmneat. 
All  fbe  has  in  the  world  is  five  hundred 
pounds ;  this  is  but  a  fmall  fum  (br  a 
lady  of  her  faOiion  to  live  upon  a  whole 
year,  though  I  fuppole  (he  will  not  in 
ner  prefent  ctrcum (lances  chufe  to  be 
very  publick :  however,  that  fhe  may 
(bffer  as  little  as  podibie  upon  my  ac- 
count, contrive,  through  Lady  Haver- 
fliam's  means,  fome  method  of  mak- 
ing the  dear  girl  receive  a  thoufancf 
pounds  a  year  to  fuppoit  ^  carriage, 
and  to  purchafe  all  tlie  other  conve- 
niencies  which  (he  has  been  u fed  to 
in  her  father's  houie.  I  need  noc 
tell  you,  that  the  talk  I  now  impofe 
is  a  difficult  one,  and  that  the  execu- 
tion of  it  will  demand  the  utmoft  de- 
licacy and  addrefs.  Louifa  is  all  foul; 
jret  nobody  knows  how  to  give  thiiiga 
m  a  better  manner  than  my  uiier ;  and* 
if  there  is  apoffibility  of  managing  the 
matter,  I  am  fenilble  ftie  will  be  able 
to  efft^  it.  It  is  unneceiTary  to  fay 
that  I  mtift  on  no  account  appear  in  the 
affair.     H  Mtfs  Mildmay  could  be 

cheatol 
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tlieated  into  an  opinion »  th^t  the  al- 
lowance is  made  privately  by  h^r  father* 
who  is  unwilling  to  ihe^  how  much  he 
ftill  loves  her  i  orif— but,  damn  it  1 1  am 
all  the  time  forgetting  that  her  family 
would  wonder  by  what  method  (he  was 
enabled  to  keep  an  equipage  j  and,  per- 
haps, ^x>m  an  opinion  that  it  was  by 
fomefinifter  means,  (you  underftand  me) 
become  lefs  inclined  to  forgive  her:, 
ihis  wav,  therefore,  will  never  do.  Yet 
fiay,  I  have  it. 

Suppofe  my  fifler  was  fecretly  to 
make  Mrs*  Darnel  the  allowance  I  have 
been  talking  of  for  Louifa^s  eafe;  I 
have  fbme  Tittle  knowledge  of  Mrs. . 
DamH,  and  I  fancy  her  circumftances 
are  none  of  the  be(l.  Under  an  affec- 
tation of  great  gravity  I  am  fure  (he  con- 
ceals an  infuperable  pride,  and  Teems ' 
to  defpife  that  glitter  from  principle> 
which  (he  is  unable  to  enjoy^^m  the 
narrownefs  of  her  fortune :  Lady  Ha- 
veriham  may  therefore  fet  up  a  chariot 
for  Mrs.  Darnel ;  Louifa,  you  know,  by 
redding  with  her  will  have  it  at  com- 
mand, and  Mrs.  Darnel  (hall  have  it 
rendered  worth  her  while  to  prefent  her 
amiable  coufm  with  a  fufEcient  fum  of 
money,  as  opportunities  occur,  for  all 
her  other  contingencies.  Mrs.  Darnel, 
I  iee,  has  obligations  to  theMildmay  fa- 
mily: but  whatever  (he  lofcs  by  her  po- 
litenefs  on  this  occa(ion,  (haH  be  doubled 
to  her  by  an  annuity,  or  how  (lie  pleafes  i 
(he  may  talk  of  a  ticket  in  the  lottery, 
yoti  know,  or  make  any  other  common 
excu(e  for  the  alteration  of  appearances. 
And  yet,  Melmoth,  I  am  fomehow 
fbrry  Louifa  is  to  be  at  Mrs.  Darnel's ; 
(he .IS  a  woman  of  whom  I  entertain  no 
verv  great  opinion.  I  have  been  three 
or  four  times  in  her  company  at  acci- 
dental vifits,  and  always  found  her  fo 
humble  and  fo  fawning,  fo  religious 
and  fo  fentimental,  that  I  am  fearful 
my  poor  Louifa  will  have  but  a  difagree- 
abie  companion.  An  excefs  of  humi- 
lity to  tbofe  who  are  our  fupeiiors  in 
ibrtune,  is  always  a  fign  of  a  mean 
miod)  the  heart  is  unwoithy  of  refpe^V, 
which  never  feems  inclined  to  a(rert  it*s 
naturail  equalitj-;  and  I  would  much 
fooner  comnoence  a  friendlhip  with  thofe 
who  are  perpetually  contradi6ling  me, 
than  with  tbofe  wno  have  a  fmile  for 
rrcry  thing  I  fay,  and  never  take  the 
liberty  to  contraaifl  me  at  all. 

The  ronftcr  of  the  veflfel  has  this  mo- 
ment €ali«d  to  take  me  en  board  i  till 
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I  hear  from  you,  I  (hall  take  up  my  re* 
(Idence  at  the  great  MaHhal  Turenne's 
ill  Rotterdam.  I  have  ufed  the  houfe 
once  already,  and  found  the  people  very 
careful  of  my  letters.  Pray  write  im- 
.  mediately,  and  let  your  packet  be  a 
large  one.  Enquire  minutely  into  the 
colonePs  (it nation,  and  tell  me  what  it 
faid  by  Lady  Haver(ham  and  Louifa, 
O  Charles  I  adverfity  is  your  only  for- 
cible moral i ft :  the  pangs  which  I  now 
fuffer  in  confequence  of  my  folly  give 
me  a  higher  veneration  for  virtue  than 
the  works  of  our  moft  celebrated  philo- 
fophers  j  and  I  (ind  more  wifdom  is  to 
be  obtained  from  a  moment*s  experience, 
than  from  a  whole  eternity  of  idle  fpe- 
culation.  But  when  reflexion  cornea 
too  late,  of  what  fervice  is  it  to  mora- 
lize !  God  blefs  you,  therefore,  my  dear 
Melmoth ;  and  believe  me  to  be,  with 
an  everla(ling  atuchment,  your  friend, 

Robert  Harold. 


LETT  E  R      Xin. 

MISS    HARRIOT    BEAUCLBRK   TO 
MISS  LOUISA  MILDMAY. 

OMy  fwect  friend,  my  deare(l 
Louifa,  are  our  forrows  never  to 
have  an  end!  and  is  every  day,  that 
(hould  nfitigate  thefeverity  of  our  for- 
tune, to  bring  us  nothing  but  an  aggra- 
vation of  diftrefs  I  Your  poor  brother,' 
I  cannot  keep  it  from  you,  was  a  few- 
hours  ago  brought  to  us  defperately 
wounded  by  that  barbarous  villain  Ha- 
rold, whom  he  accidentally  met  at  the 
Crown  in  Reading;  and  there,  with 
more  courage  than  difcretion,  called  to 
an  account  for  his  infamous  behaviour 
to  the  mort  beautiful  and  moft  worthy 
of  her  (ex.  Piftols  were  the  curled 
weapons  they  fought  with,  and  your 
broincr  received  a  (hot  a  little  above 
the  groin  :  the  ball  was  extra6led  by  an 
eminent  furgeon  at  Reading,  and  the 
colonel  was  brought  home  in  a  litter,  as 
the  phyficians  judeed  it  better  to  re- 
move him,  even  fuch  a  number  of  miles^ 
than  to  let  him  remain  in  any  place 
where  he  could  not  have  proper  accom- 
modations. 

Your  poor  mother^  when  (he  faw  hint 
borne  in,  fainted  away,  and  was  im- 
mediately removed  to  her  own  apart- 
ment 5  where,  after  applying  the  ne- 
F  ccffai-y 
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ccffary  reftorativcs,  we  happily  reco- 
vered her:  (he  then  told  me  that  this 
was  nothing  more  than  what  (he  ex- 
pe6led|  and  that  fhe  was  the  icfs  afFeft- 
ed  at  the  (hock,  as  (he  hud  rendered  it 
continually  familiar  to  her  imagination. 

*  Yet,  Mifs  Bcauclcrk/  continued  the 
venerable  lady,  *  it  is  a  fevere  ftrokei 

*  though  an  expefled  one  j  but  God's 

*  will  be  done !'  A  large  tear  then  roll- 
ed down  her  hnc  face,  which  fhe  endea- 
voured to  retrain,  as  (he  few  how  much 
I  was  touched  with  the  general  misfor- 
tune 5  after  this,  file  fent  for  the  fur- 
geon  sftid  do6lor  who  aliended  the  colo- 
nel from  Heading,  and  begged  they 
would  give  her  thrir  candid  opinion  of 
his  fituation.  *  Do  not  be  afraid  to 
'  tell  me,  gentlemen,*  faid  (he,  endea- 
vouring at  a  /mile ;  *  for,   though   I 

*  have  all  the  tcndernefs  of  a  mother, 

*  I  hope  I  alio  poflefs  the  refignation  of 

*  a  Chriliian/  The  gentlemen  looked 
at  one  another,  in  admiration  both  of 
her  piety  and  her  fortitude,  and  very 
freely  owned  that  the  colonel  was  in 
ibme  danger,  but  that  they  were  never - 
•thelefs  in  hope,  if  they  could  prevent  a 
fever,  to  fee  him  tolerably  recovered  in 
a  little  time.  The  gentlemen  then  pre- 
.paring  to  withdraw,  I  whilpered  the 
dcftor  to  feel  her  own  pulfe,  which  he 
.did  in  a  very  rel'peflful  njanner,  and 
adviled  her  to  loie  ^  few  ounces  of 
blood  :  (he  alTented  to  the  motion  j  and 
the  do61or,  at  goin^  out,  gave  me  a 
look  of  benignity  tor  my  recollection, 
that  indicated  a  goodncis  of  heart  in 
himfelf,  which  has  raifed  him  not  a  lit- 
tle m  my  eftimacion.  After  your  mo- 
ther had  been  bled,  we  prevailed  upon 
her  10  lie  down,  and  I  left  her  juil  now 
in  a  Iweet  doze,  which  I  flatter  myfclf 
vvill  do  hti  a  world  of  benefit. 

As  my  attention  at  your  brother's 
firlt  coming  in  was  cnlkd  off  by  )our 
mother'b  diltrcfs,  I  Tent  for  Butler,  his 
Irifh  fervani,  who  is  piincipally  cm- 
ployed  about  his  pcrion,  to  be  intornied 
of  p^irticulars.  'Thz  poor  fellow, though 
deeply'  affecled  for  his  mailer's  accident, 
loiJ  inc  he  iliould  ever  love  and  honour 
hi;»  old  ni  illtr,  for  bearing  up  fo  like  a 
man  ajniinit^lie   ftrokc  of  misfortune. 

*  Madam,'  iaid  he,  *  inttcad  of  ex- 
*-  claiming,  ns  the  generality  of  fathei*$ 

*  wcuUl  luve  done  on  luch  an  occaiion, 

*  aiid  ccnfuring  the  raflmefs  of  his  Ion, 
'  he  took  hold  of  rjy  luafter's  hand, 
'  billed  :t  vviih  an  air  uf  inconceivable 


*  latisfa6(ioii,  and  prtiftd  him  tor  flift 

*  attention  which  he  had  ihewn  to  the 

<  honour  of  his  family :  the  only  regret 

*  he  teftified,  was  at  heariD|^  uiat  the 

<  perfon  who  had  injtired  his  honour 

*  was  not  hurt  in  the  engagement}  **  for, 
«  had  he  fallen,"  faid  my  old  maftcr, 
<*  that  would  have  been  a  great  latis« 
"  fa^ion/^  Andfo  it  would,  you  know, 

*  Madam,*  continued  the  honeft  Hi* 
bernian.     '  The  honour  of  a  good  fa- 

*  mily  is  a  very  nice  affair  j  I  am  oomt 
'  of  as  good  a  family  myfelf  as  any  in 

*  Ireland,  and  know  how  to  feel  for 

*  fuch  a  misfortune  as  has  happened  to 

*  my  mafter'ft.* 

Though  I  could  not  help  finiling  at 
the  egotiiin  of  poor  Butler,  I  neverthe* 
lefs  delired  him  to  anfwer  my  que(tioDS9 
and  not  teaze  me  with  his  refle6Uons* 
He  therefore  proceeded  to  inform  me 
that  your  father  and  brother  were  both 
more  than  ever  incenfed  a&;ainft  H^old, 
and  that  your  brother  had  iblemnly 
fwoni  to  call  him  to  a  fecond  accoimt 
the  moment  he  recovered  from  the  pre- 
fent  accident }  that  your  father,  how* 
ever,  had  been  forced  out  of  the  room 
from  the  colonel,  as  talking  did  much 
injury  to  the  latter j  and  ftat  the  old 
gentleman,uponwithdrawing.faidibme- 
thing  about  altering  his  will:  ButJer 
added,  that  your  brother  defired  a  vifit 
from  Hie  above  all  things,  and  he  be- 
lieved would  requeil  a  favour  of  that 
kind,  if  he  was  any  way  better  in  the 
morning. 

You  conjure  me  by  all  our  friend* 
fiiip,  my  deareft  JLouifa,  to  give  you  a 
minute  account  of  every  thing  }  to  mi- 
tigate no  defciiption,  and  to  conceal  no 
diftreCs  :  I  obey  you,  though  againfl  my 
inclination,  as  1  know  how  a  fen(ibility 
like  yours  mu(i  be  wounded  by  a  repe- 
tition of  ibme  circum  (lances  5  but,  my 
iweet,  my  ever  amiable  friend,  exert 
your  utmoft  reiblution,  and  prepare  to 
meet  thofe  evils  with  fortitude  which 
aie  im}X)l]ible  to  be  avoided.  True  mag- 
nanimity i<>  never  iii^en  till  the  day  of 
diilieib  ;  and  thoie  hive  naturally  the 
noblelt  minds,  who  make  the  firmell 
Hand  ag^inli  affii6lion. 

From  ibme  things  which  have  efcaped 
your  brothei  (Ince  I  wrote  the  foregoing 
part  of  this  letter,  I  have  reafon  to  ima- 
gine that  Sir  Robert  Harold  was  not  al- 
together ib  much  in  fault  in  the  late 
rencounter  a«  we  were  inclined  to  ima- 
gine. Colonel  Mildraajf  himftlf  acknow- 
ledges 
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fe^et  that  lie  vM  every  provocation  be- 
ion  ht  could  pMvail  upon  the  baronet 
toeagagef  juid  he  even  mtioiatesy  that 
Sir  Itolxrt  was  adoally  going  to  town 
mdi  an  intmtioD  of  throwing  himfelf 
n  yanr  leet^  and  imploring  vour  for-' 
yvoiele.  H  this  was  the  caie,  it  was 
oortaiiiljr  ndh  in  the  colonel  to  carry' 
matters  to  Inch  an  extremity:  he  ought 
tp  eaa&Aeff  that  the  happtnefs  of  more 
people  than  one  it  dependent  upon  his 
wdnre  j  and  that  the  hayarding  of  his 
life  may  incrfafe  the  general  mtsfortone , 
but  can  never  have  tM  fmallcft  tendency 
to  remove  h.  But  he  has  too  nice  a  fen- 
fibility  for  his  own  eafe,  and  is  fre- 
ipKDny  niiminjg;  into  real  ills  to  avoid 
jBiBginary  misfortunes.  You  know,  my 
dear»  my  partiality  for  your  brother; 
and  you  alio  know  that,  on  the  prefent 
occanoDt  prudence  will  not  allow  me  to 
five  fuch  a  loofe  to  my  feelings,  as  I 
Muid  naturally  fliew,  were  we  on  fuch 
a  looting  as  you  have  frequently  wiihed 
as.  Perhaps,  it  may  be  fomething  of 
this  very  pntifllity  which  induces  me  to 
wifli  thaty  in  die  courie  of  the  recent 
ttan(a^op,  he  had  made  ufe  of  a  little  left 
Ipiffjt,  and  a  little  more  uhderftandinj;. 
You  cannot  conceive,  my  deareft  Louila, 
Ikiw  ttdiftrefli»  me  to  think  of  his  iitu- 
adon  $  to  find  myfelf  in  the  fame  boofe 
with  him,  and  yet  to  be  under  a  necef' 
fity  of  fteming  only  a  friendly  partaker 
in  the  common  calamity.  This  cruel 
canffaraint  is  too  much  ^  and  I  pine,  I 
fickcDy  I  die  for  an  interview  with  him, 
thoagh  I  am  feniible  fuch  a  circum- 
ilancc  in  his  prefent  condition  muft 
"fill  me  vrith  the  moft  poignant  aifli£lion. 
HidiertD  he  has  never  laid  a  fmgle  fyliable 
that  coold  fumifli  a  reafonable  hope  of 
liis  eonfidering  me  with  any  tendernefs 
•f  pmofleffion  $  but  he  hat  neverthelefs 
been  ftodions  to  gain  my  good  opinion, 
tiioiq;h  he  has  declined  to  iblicit  for  my 
love  $  and  I  have  a  ftrong  notion  that 
lie  iirtends  to  be  particular  the  very  lirft 
opportunity:  my  heart  at  leaft  tnter- 
srets  things  in  that  fenfe,  and  who 
(nowa-^-But,  my  fweet  Louifa,  forgive 
tB€  I  bow  could  I  poffibly  indulge  the 
UMift  diftant  thought  of  happinefs,  while 
yon  are  finking  under  the  deepeft  diflrefs, 
and  while  the  life  of  the  dear  youth  it 
at  flake,  on  whom  my  whole  happinefs 
lis  materially  dependtl  Ob,  Louifa! 
cxcuie  the  woman  at  my  heart,  which, 
in  fpiie  of  my  beft  ^Ibrtt,  would  talk 
^^IbW  ][Q9S  brvthcri  thoo^  the  ihaj:e 


which  you  know  I  partake  in  his  dan- 
ger muft  add  in  a  very  coniiderable 
dmee  to  your  anxiety.  If  poflible,  I 
will  forbear  to  mention  him  with  re- 
gard, that  I  may  avoid  wounding  fo 
nice  a  part  of  your  fenfibility  j  fince  £ 
am  confcious  with  what  a  genei^us 
concern  you  feel  for  your  Harriot,  and 
am  but  too  apprebennve  that  this  con* 
cem  will  lead  you  into  Tome  felf-accu- 
iations,  equally  injurious  to  the  recovery 
of  yoUr  own  peace  and  the  ftability  of 
her  friendOiip. 

In  my  laft,  I  told  you  that  my  mo- 
ther, upon  hearing  what  an  unexpe£Ved 
cloud  had  overcaft  the  happinefs  of  your 
family,  gave  me  permiflion  to  ftay  for 
a  few  days  with  her  dear  Mrs.  Mild- 
may ;  tenderly,  as  well  as  wifely  eon- 
fidering, that,  in  the  prefent  ilate  of 
things,  her  venerable  friend  would  na- 
turally want  fomebodyto  footbe  the  an - 
guifli  of  her  mind,  who  was  really  in- 
teretted  in  her  diftrefs.  You  cannot 
conceive  how  kindly  the  worthy  lady 
your  mother  has  received  this  little  in- 
ftance  of  our  attachmem :  fiie  wept 
owtr  me  when  I  mentioned  my  defign 
to  remain  at  Mildmay  Hall  till  my  at- 
tendance became  unneceiTary ;  and,  ar- 
dently prrfling  me  to  her  bofom,  ton- 
defcended  to  kifs  my  cheek,  and  called 
me  her  true  Harriot,  her  other  Louifa. 
Eirer  fince,  fiie  has  honoured  me  with  a 
moFc  than  common  fliare  of  her  confi- 
dence) is  defirous  of  being  alone  with 
me  upon  every  ocCafion  j  and  you  may 
eafily  conje£lure,  my  ever  amiable  girl, 
what  fubje6^  principally  engrofles  our 
conveiTation. 

Juft  this  moment  fhe  fent  for  jne  to 
her  bed  fide :  having  been  fome  minutes 
awake,  and  feeing  my  fingers  marked 
with  ink,  '  I  fuppofe,  my  love,*  faid 
flie,  *  you  have  been  writing  to  poor 
'Louifa?'  I  replied  in  the  affirmative  I 
and  iniinuated  what  a  confoiation  it 
would  be  to  you,  if  you  were  honouied 
with  her  remembrance.  •  My  dear  Mifs 
«  Beauclerk,"  returned  flie,  *  have  not 

*  I  already  told, you,  that  fheis  dill  my 

*  child ;  that  flie  even  may  write  to  me 
'  if  (he  pleafes,  and  that  I  fhall  always 

*  confideVher  unhappy  fall  with  a  much 

*  greater  (hare  of  pity  than  refentment  f 

*  To  be  candid  with  you,  my  obliging 
<  love,*  continued  the  dear  laoy,  <  I  am 

*  more  to  be  blamed  for  leaving  Sir  Ro- 

*  bert  Harold  and  Louifa  fo  frequently 

*  together,  than  either  is  for  abuiing 

F  >  •  th«; 
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*  the  confidence  which  I  repofcd  in  their 

*  difcretion.  Young  people,  where  they 

*  tenderly  love  each  other,  and  where  a 

*  day  is  fet  apart  for  their  marriage, 
'  are  very  dangerous  companions ;  the 

*  woman  lofes  all  her  fear,  and  the  man 

*  all  hi^  veneration;  they  become  in- 

*  fenfibly  more  and  more  familiar,  till 

*  their  imaginations  are  intenfely  heated, 
'  and  their  recollection  totally  loft.     In 

*  I'ucb  a  fituation,  the  confequence  is 
'but  too  obvious;  the  woman  ^akea 

<  into  diftraAion,  and  the  man  into 
'  doubt  or  difguft:  fhe  trembles  for 
'  his  conftancy,   and  he  fears  for  her 

*  virtue ;  recriminations  naturally  cn- 
'  fue,  and  they  either  go  to  the  altar  with 

*  fentiments  very  little  calculated  to  pre. 

*  ferve  their  future  felicity,  or  break  off 

*  in  fuch  a  manner  as  draws  a  general 

*  diferace  upon  the  woman  and  her  fa- 

*  mify.   Oh,  Mifs  Beauclcrk  1  why  did 

*  not  I  confider  this  matter  with  pro- 

*  priety,    when   inch    a  confideration 

*  would  have  been  efTtrntial  to  my  hap- 

*  pinefs!     Why  would    I  expole   the 

*  darling  of  my  heart  to  dangers  which 
f  it  was    fcarcely  pofTiblc   tor  her  to 

*  avoid,  or  enfnare  the  inexperience  of 
•'  my   child  with  unnccelfary  tempta- 

*  tions?  But,  alas!  becaufe  flie  was  my 

*  child,    I  muft  fooliflily  fupjpofe    her 

*  above  the  reach  of  human  infirmities, 

*  and  be  guilty  of  an  inattention  in  my 

*  own  condull,  which  I  would   have 

*  fcvcrely  cenfurcd  in  the  mother  of  any 

*  body  elfe.^Oh,  my    fwcet   Louifu! 

*  your    doating    mother's   extravagant 

*  fondnefs  has  been  the  caufe  oi  all  our 

<  calamities  ;  and  your  indiicretion  was 
'  nothing  more  than  the  naturalrefult 

*  of  her  miftaken  partiality  !* 

In  this  manner,  my  beautiful  friend, 
did  thegeneroufly  minded  lady  proceed, 
while  my  tears  could  only  tcftify  the 
warmth  of  my  approbation.  She^was 
pleafed  to  fee  me  touched ;  and  more 
than  once  kiffing  away  the  drops  from 
my  cheeks,  declared  ftie  was  never  lorry 
to' fee  a  young  lady  miferable  at  a  fcene 
of  diltrefs,  becaule  thofe  only  could 
continue  unmoved  who  were  utterly 
deftitute  of  humanity  and  underftand- 
ing.  Your  father ^came  in  about  this 
time  J  and  feeing  both  our  eyes  red,  af- 
figned,  in  the  fury  of  his  refentment,  a 
very  different  caufe  from  the  real  one. 
«  What  do  you  cry  for,  my  dear  ?*  faid 
he  to  your  venerable  mother ;  *  If  the 

<  villain,  who  has  brought  all  this  af- 


<  fli6lion  upon  our  heads  is  not  yet  {k-^ 
'  crificed,  be  fatisfied  that  juftxce  flvUl 

*  overtake  him  in  the  end;  ror  I  havem 

*  ffallant  boy  dill  living,  who  ihall  pur- 
'  fue  him  with  unceafing  vengeance  till 

*  he  has  viralhed  away  the  di(gnice  of 
'  our  family  in  his  blood.    Qltl  had 

*  the  inhofpitable  monfter  but  fallen  to- 

*  day,  hov^  light  fhould  I  have  made  of 

*  my  fon*s  misfortune !  But  he  fliall  yet 

*  feel  raci  by  the  great  God  of  heaven 

*  and  eaith  he  ihall  1  And  fo,  npy  dear» 

*  be  pacified. 

Oh,  Mr.  Mildmay,*  replied  your  mo- 
ther, <  too  much  blood  has  been  fpilled 

*  already;  and,  if  fomething  wbtch  I 

<  have  cafually  heard  from  Mifs  Beau- 

<  clerk  of  Sir  Robert*s  repentance  be 

*  true,  I  muft  fay  that  it  would  be  much 

*  better  to  think  of  an  accommodation, 
'  than  to  expofe  ourfelves  to  aj;iy  addi- 

<  tional  (hare  of  diftrefs.   Lady  Haver- 

*  fiiam  is  an  excellent  woman,  and  I 

*  have  ftrong  reafon  to  imagine  that  her 
'  influence  will  have  every  weight  vve 

<  could  wifli  with  the  thoughtlefs  young 

<  man  her  brother :  fufter  me,  therefore, 

*  my  dear,  to  make  an  enquiry  into  the 

*  foundation  of  Mifs  Beauclerk's  Intel- 

*  ligence,  thatif  we  find— — ', 

<  Find  what.  Madam  !*  interrupted 
your  father,  with  an  uncommon  degree 
of  vehemence.    *  You  would  not  furely 

<  have  the  diflionour  of  vour  family  pais 

*  unpuniflied,  northinKof  receiving  a 

<  villain  as  your  fon-in>law,  who  has 

<  covered  you  with  the  moft  infamous 

*  difgrace!  Would  you  give  yogr  daugh* 

<  ter  to  a  ruftian,  who  has  poflibly  mur- 

*  dered  your  fon  }  or  would  you  bafdy 

*  beg  of  Lady  Haverfliara  to  fpeak  a 
\  good  word  for  us  to  her  fcoundrel  of 

<  a  brother  ?  Are  we  reduced  at  once  fo 
\.  low  as  to  kneel  where  we  have  been 
'  barbaroufly    injured;    and  muft  we 

<  think  of  iupplicating  a  monlter  for 

<  companion,  whofe  hands  have  bcea 
\  equally  fteeped  in  ouv  reputation  and 

*  our  blood  >  Fie,  Mrs.  Mildmay,  fie  I 

*  this  is  a  language  unworthy  both  of 

*  your  character  and  your  defcent :  and 
\  could  I  find  a  thought  of  fo  dilhonour- 

<  able  a  nature  rifing  in  my  bofom,  I 

<  fliould  do  inltant  jutUce  on  the  triiitoc^ 

*  and  (iab  it  to  the  hearts" 

Your  mother  made  no  reply  to  thit 
but  by  a  fl^ow^*  of  tears  ;  which  your 
father  being  utterly  unable  to  withmind« 
he  flew  out  of  the  room,  leaving  me  t^ 
give  the  dear  lady  what  cgnfoTa^on  I 
I  cauld^ 
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I  coMf  which  in  faft  was  but  Tcry 
trifling,  as  I  ftood  in  no  little  need  of 
coniblatioa  myfelf.  Such,  my  fweet 
friend,  is  the  ftate  of  matters  at  Mild- 
may  Hail.  Your  brother,  though  his 
wounds  pain  him  confiderably,  flept  a 
full  hour  this  evening :  fo  Butler  juft 
IMw  acquainted  me }  adding,  that  he  and 
the  furgcon  were  to  fit  up  all  night 
with  him,  and  afliiring  me  that  there 
(hould  be  no  want  of  attendance  on  ei- 
ther of  their  parts.  '  As  for  myfeif,* 
(aid  Butler,  *  I  (hall  have  but  liule  in- 

<  clination  to  fleep  while  my  poor  mafter 
f  continues  in  any  danger  $  and  as  for 

<  the  furgeon,  J  will  take  care  that  he 
f  fliall  wake  whenever  there  is  the  fmall- 

<  eft  neceifityforhisafliftance.*  Sofav- 
ingy  he  gave  a  figniiicant  look,  as  if  he 
Ihould  be  angry  with  the  gentleman  in 
cafe  of  anv  negle6i,  and  marched  off 
to  the  houfekeeper  for  fome  old  linen  to 
cut  up  in  bandages.  You  defired  me, 
at  the  condufion  of  your  letter,  to  in- 
form you,  whether  there  is  any  other 
vifitor  at  the  Hall.  It  is  with  pleafure  I 
can  acquaint  you  that  there  is  not.  The 
morning  after  your  departure,  meffen- 
«s  were  lent  to  every  body  inyited^ 
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but  mylelf,  to  let  them  know  that  tm 
unexpected  circumftance  had  happened* 
which  muft  deiav  the  wedding  for  fome 
time  I  but  that  thev  fliould  receive  earljr 
intelligence  againtt  the  day  of  celebra* 
tion .  And  now,  my  deareft  Louifa,  let 
me  again  infift  that  you  will  bear  up 
with  all  vour  fortitude  again tt  the  band 
of  adverfity.  Fortune,  Mieve  me,  will 
yet  wear  a  propitious  countenance,  and 
we  (hall  all  experience  a  dM^ree  of  lujppi- 
neft  in  proportion  to  the  (everity  ofoor 
prefent  diftrefs.  Your  mother,  my  fweet 
l^irl,  on  her  reverend  knees,  with  dream- 
ing eyes  and  uplifted  hands,  is  thit 
moment  bleilingj^ou }  fuch  a  woman'*a 
prayers  to  the  Throne  of  Mercy  mull 
be  eflv£lual.  Providence  looks  with 
delight  upon  all  parental  fupplicationsi 
but  where  a  parent  is  peculiarly  diftii^- 
guiihed  for  every  virtue,  the  petition  it 
ianftilied  into  a  kind  of  claim,  and  it 
no  fooner  pronounced  than  rewaided« 
Good  night,  ftfter  of  my  foul,  my  ever 
amiable  Louifa  1  By  the  nextpoft  yoa 
(hall  hear  from  me  again,  and  I  hope 
infinitely  more  to  your  fatisfa6tion. 

Harriot  Beauclekx^ 
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LETTER    L 

MISS    MILDMAY  TO  BIK  MOTBEl. 

/**,^^i^F  I  have  yrt  delaytd  pay- 
<L  ♦  iBg  my  humbleft  duty  to 

J^    I    #^    my  erer^revered  mamma; 
Ij  jj  if  1  have  yet  denied  myfelf 

^^^/^%^r  the  unfiieakable  fetisfac^ 
tion  or  approaching  her 
by  letter;  it  was  neither  from  a  want 
.ot  tile  dcepcft  refpeft,  nor  the  ftrongeft 
inclination.  But,  alas  I  covered  with 
oonfu&>n  and  di(hoDour»  finking  be- 
neadi  a  conicioufners  of  my  guilt,  and 
knowing  mvfelf .  utterly  unworthy  of 
her  fmallen  confideration,  I  wanted 
courage  to  addrefs  her ;  and  even  bluAi* 
cd  at  my  prefumption,  when  I  fuppofed 
it  might  be  pomble  for  her  to  remem- 
ber a  miwrable  wretch  like  me,  with 
any  diftant  traces  of  pity  or  affeAion. 
Andy  O  my  mamma  1  did  you  really,  on 
your  reverend  knees,  condefcend  to  beg 
a  Ueffing  for  your  unfortunate  daugh- 
ter J  did  you  really,  with  ftreaming  eyes, ' 
implore  the  Throne  of  Mercy  in  my  fa- 
vour, and  extend  your  benignant  hands 
to  pitick  down  comfort  on  my  head ! 
Could  you  pray  for  the  reftoration  of 
her  peace,  who  has  fo  barbaroully  de- 
ftroyed  your  happinefs,  and  wi(h  a 
length  of  profperous  years  to  an  unna- 
tural raonfter,  whofe  infamy  has  fhort- 
cued  your  own  date  of  days,  and  black* 


ened  the  little  remnant  with  affliftioa 
and  difgrace!  Oh,  Madam!  where 
ihall  I  nlde  myfelf  from  this  exceft  of 
eoodnefsl  where  Ihall  I  take  refuge 
mm  this  unbounded  amplitude  of  ge* 
neroiitv  1  The  (everity  of  reproach  Z 
could  nave  borne,  becauie  it  is  defervedf 
and  I  could  have  withftood  the  fliock  of 
indignation,  becaufe  it  is  merited :  but 
this  allohifliing  tendemefs  is  infupport* 
ab)o— it  overcomes,  it  deftroys  me-«-an(l 
at  this  moment  I  am  forced  to  make  a 
lull  paufe,  being  unable  to  bear  up  «. 
^nft  the  conflict  of  my  ovm  heart,  which 
IS  no  lefs  torn  by  thekeennefsof  my  gra- 
titude, than  tortured  by  the  pungency  of 
my  remorfe* 

A  few  drops  of  hart(hom  having 
fomewhat  relieved  a  faintingnefs  that 
came  over  me  juft  then,  I  now  endeavour 
to  refume  my  letter,  though  totally  at 
a  lofs  in  what  manner  to  proceed :  for^ 
alas !  my  dear  mamma,  can  I  pofiiblj 
mention  any  fubjeft  that  will  not  aggra- 
vate the  nature  of  my  guilt,  and  add 
to  the  greatnefs  of  your  affliAion  ?  If  I 
afk  after  my  ever- honoured  father,  the 
pangs  with  which  I  have  filled  his  vene- 
rable bofom  immediately  occur ;  if  I 
mention  the  heft  beloved  and  nobleft  of 
brothers,  I  find  him  weltering  in  blood 
on  my  account ;  and  if  I  even  addrefs 
myfelf  to  you,  who  have  treated  me 
with  fuch  an  infinite  degree  of  unex- 
ampled generoftty,  do  I  not  find  you 
languifli* 
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kogtitihln^on  th&  bed  6f  Cicknch,  and 
dilK>ping  at  the  infamy  of  a  daughter, 
who  ihould  have  been  the  happy  tource 
o€  your  confolation  I  0»  my  dear  mam- 
na!  revoke  your  gracious,  your  inefti- 
mable  bJeilingl  Renounce  me,  curfe 
me,  and  detelt  me  i  for  I  am  deteftable 
in  mv  own  eyes,  and  am  ready  to  com* 
mit  iome  biltant  a£^of  derpcration,when 
I  recoile^l  what  ruin  I  have  brought  up- 
on you  ail.  What  a  dreadful  return  have 
I  made  for  all  your  unbounded  tender- 
Befft  and  afFe6lion  1  Yet,  Madam,  pre- 
lum ptuous  as  it  muft  be  in  mc  to  name 
either  you,  my  father,  or  my  brother, 
after  what  has  paft,  Hill  I  muft  take  the 
liberty  of  offering  up  my  prayers  for  the 
lecovery  of  your  peace ;  mil  mult  I  pray 
lor  the  re-eftablimment  of  my  brothcr*s 
kealth,  who  is  Co  great  an  ornament  to 
the  fan)ily !  If  the  goodnefs  of  that  God, 
who  fees  into  the  bottom  of  my  afllic- 
^ns,  would  be  pleafed  to  reftore  him, 
and  to  take  me  fpcedily  out  of  the  world, 
I  (hould  hope  it  was  yet  poilibie  for  you 
t»  be  happy  together,  notwithftanding 
liie  mifcondufl  of  a  guilty  wretch,  who 
is  now  i'o  juft  an  objc£lof  your  con- 
Kmpt  aud  deteflation. 

The  good  Lady  Haver  (ham,  ever  iince 
m^  arrival  in  town,  has  been  a  constant 
viator  at  Mrs.  Darnel's,  and  tries  by 
every  means  in  her  power  to  alleviate  the 
poignancy  of  my  diftrefs.  She  laments 
the  behaviour  of  her  brother  with  the 
£ncereft  concern, and  has  (hewn  me  ibroe 
Utters  from  him,  which  give  me  i-eafon 
to  think  he  is  very  forry  for  it  himfelf, 
amd  is  de(irous  of  taking  every  po(rible 
ftep  to  effedl  a  reconciliiition  i  but  tliat. 
Madam,  is  a  matter  not  to  be  thought 
of  now.  He  has  (hewn  himfelf  unworthy 
of  being  a. ion  to  you  and  my  papa  {  and, 
for  any  thing  that  (hould  dc^nd  on  my 
determination,  could  J  gain  the  world, 
by  a  union  wi til  him,  or,  what  is  more, 
could  I  recover  my  loll  peace  of  mind, 
1  (hould  fpurn  him  without  heiitation, 
and  think  it  an  increalc  of  my  prefent 
infamy  to  retain  him  a  moment  in  my 
fcmembrance.  No,  Madam,  though  L 
have  di(graccd  my  family  by  the  mad- 
nefs  of  one  guilty  mument,  my  mind  is 
jet  incapable  ol  a  premeditated  bafenefs» 
and  would  fcorn  to  vow  duty  and  obcdi* 
ence,  where  it  cannot  look  without  an 
0|ual  mixture  of  abhorrence  and  con- 
tempt. Vuu  do  not  know,  my  dear 
mamma,  how  very,  fcandalous  a  pai't  he 
Ims  ailed  I  you  do  nu  know  with  how 
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elaborate  a  meanhefs,  Vith  bow  tigt* 
nious  a  littlenefs,  he  has  behaved  in  t||e 
courfe  of  this  unfortunate  tranft^tion  ; 
but  Mifs  Beauclerk,  in  a  few  days,  wiU 
be  able  to  make  you  acc^uainted  with  the 
minuteft  circumftance.  I  am  writing 
out  the  whole  melancholy  ftory,  at  her 
requeft ;  and  I  know  it  will  give  your 
generous  bofom  {ome  fatisfaflion  to  find» 
that  though  I  am  guilty,  I  have  not  by 
any  fubfequent  a&on  rendered  royfelf 
defpicable.    • 

Lady  Haver(ham,  Madara»  w2%  thia 
moment  here;  (he  came  to  me  in  an 
abfolute  ftate  of  di&nSdon,  fo  that  it 
was  a  full  hour  before  Mrs.  Darnel  and 
I  could  reftore  her  to  any  tolerable 
(bare  of  tranquillity.  She  had  a  letter 
in  her  hand  dire6bd  to  Mr.  Melmoth« 
of  whom  you  heard  her  brother  fpeak 
fo  very  highly  when  he  was  dovm  in  the 
country.  This  letter,  it  Teems,  was  a 
circumftantial  account  of  the  unhappy 
quarrel  between  my  brother  and  Sir  Ro- 
bert s  from  which  we  learn,  that  the 
worthlefs  man  was  coming  after  me  in 
a  great  hurry  to  London,  to  throw  him- 
felf at  my  feety  and  to  implore  my  for*^ 
givenefs  for  his  barbarous  bebaviour« 
O  that  my  brother  had  not  fcen  him  at 
Reading  \  his  life  had  then  been  entire-  • 
ly  out  of  danger  j  and  I  (hould  have 
had  the  pleafure  at  leaft  of  mortifying 
his  cruel  anugonift  with  a  repuife. 

The  countei's,  when  (he  came  a  little 
to  herfelf,  entered  into  a  long  converfa* 
tion  with  me  about  the  impropriety  of 
refuting  her  brother,  tince  ne  was  now 
brought  to  fo  happy  a  conviction  of  hit 
errors,  and  was  attached  to  me  ftill  with 
fo  unabating  an  ardency  of  a(Fe6lion.  '  I 

*  am  fure,  my  dear  Louifa/  argued  (he, 

<  notwithftanding  you  have  very  great 

*  caufe  for  being  oiiended  with  him^ 

*  vou  have  not  yet  erafed  him  from  yoqr 

*  hearty  and  it  would  of  confequence 

<  be  puni(hing  yourfelf,  not  to  thmk  of 
'  forgiving  him  in  the  end.*  I  begged, 
at  lali,  that  her  lady  (hip  would  fly  no 
more  on  the  fubje^  ^  that  it  pained  me 
excifiively,  and  that  I  could  never  hear 
her  brother*s  name  without  reflefUns 
on  my  own  dif]g;race,  and  the  gener^ 
dilhonour  of  our  family  :  (he  then  oblig- 
ingly waved  the  diIcourle$  but  faid, 
that  (lie  and  Mr»  Mel  moth  were  to  (et 
off  for  Mildroay  Hall  in  the  morning, 
and  that  (he  hoped  to  find  you  and  my  . 
papa  more  propitious  to  her  entreaties, . 
than  what  Um;  julticcof  my  re&ntmeni. 

vrould 
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mmM  at  pnfeiit  Mkt  me  to  be.  I 
then  only  faid^  that  I  had  difobliged  roj 
yapaaad  mamiiia  too  nmch  not  to  wim 
•fcr  ibme  opportmiity  of  roxking  an  a- 
jMiMiimi  I  DOt  that  the  ctrcomftance 
'Aei  hinted  at  was  a  method  which  I 
«ras  ftf^Bttj  fine  would  not  meet  with 
their  approbatioAi  however,  flie  left 
ane*  after  making  Ibme  profe(fiont  of  a 
nature  fo  extremely  generous,  yet  deli- 
-cste,  that  J  eould  not  help  lamenting, 
after  her '  departure,  to  4ind  fo  very 
worth lofs  a  roan  as  her  brother  engrolT. 
cd  Scf  gieat  a  Aiare  of  her  affeAion .  For 
my  own  part,  I  onoe  loved  him,  once 
tenderly  loved  him  1  But  why  do  I  tor- 
ture my  recolieAion  with  his  name }  His 
halencfs  has  cured  me  of  that  paflion, 
-and  I  am  now  alive  to  nothing  but  the 
tatk  of  my  diihonour,  and  tlie  alHidions 
of  «ny  family. 

That  theie  afiUftiona  may  befpeedily 
vsmoved,  my  deareft  mamma,  is  my  in- 
crffant  prayer.  Life  has  now  no  other 
charm  bat  the  hope  of  feeing  your 
happtneft,  the  happtnefs  of  my  papa, 
'and  the  happinefs  of  my  brother,  re- 
oftablilhed :  could  I  once  (ee  thefe  de- 
firable  events,  I  tfwuld  fink  contented 
into  my  giavei  for,  though  I  ihail  ne- 
ver know  a  moment*spoace  in  this  world, 
1 4hail  not  enter  upon  the  next  with  any 
fatisfaftion,  if  I  have  but  the  fWialltft 
caofe  to  think  that  you  remember  me 
wiA^  regret.  Do  not,  therefore,  my 
ever  to  he  severed-  mamma,  ihffer  your- 
lelf  to  feel  any  uneafinefs  on  tny  ac  • 
ooont.  Do  not  let  the  recol legion  of 
a  gailty  ocatufe  like  me  prey  opon 
your  health,  and  render  the  family 
misfbrtotte  isrepareble.  My  dear  bro- 
ther* Madam,  deferves  all  your  ten- 
dernefs  ;  and, could  a  union  be  brought 
about  between  him  and  my  amiable 
Mia  Bcaoclcrk,  ihc  vrould  fupply  every 
tfaiag  wliich  i  onoe  endeavoured  to  be, 
hefbse  I  was  unworthy  to  be  called  your 
^tfftil  ^laii^hter, 

Louisa  Mildmay. 


LETTER     II. 

]JR.  MELMOTH  TO  SIR.  ROBERT 
HAROLD. 

VZAK  HAROLD, 

YO  U  are  certainly  one  of  the  hap- 
pieft  fellows  in  the  world :  evoy 
^ng  b  in  1  fair  way  of  bainf  ad^olUd 
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to  your  wiflies  $  and,  before  the  end  ef 
fix  weeks,  I  am  in  hopes  to  giVe  you 
joy  on  your  marriage  with  the  amiable 
Mtfs  Nlildmay. 

The  moment  I  received  voor  laft  let- 
ter, I  went  to  Lad^  Havermam  with  tt| 
and  you  may  eanly  judge  how  much 
that  excellent  woman  was  affe£ted  at  the 
contents.  Tremblingly  attentive  to 
your  fkfetv,  it  vns  with  the  greatcft 
difteulty  me  could  j^o  through  your  ac« 
count  of  the  duel ;  and  generoufly  (en* 
fible  tothe  diftrefles  oftheMildmay  fa- 
mily,  (he  felt  very  feverely  for  the  mis- 
fortune of  the  colonel.     <  Oh,   Mr. 

<  Melmothr   eried  flie,  *  vrhat  muft 

*  poor  Louifa  fuffer,   what  mirft  the 

*  good  Mrs.  Mildmay  fufier,  on  this 

*  (hockine  occafion !  My  brother,  con- 

<  fcious  of  his  guilt,  fliould  have  borne 

*  every  thing  5  and  vet,  upon  the  whole, 

*  he  has  aSed  with  more  temper  than 

*  I  expefted.  See,  Sir,*  continued  (he, 
^  how  wide,  how  general  a  ruin  may  be 
■*  occaiioned  by  one  bad  action  !    Did 

*  young  fellows  conflder  what  a  num- 
«  her  of  evils  may  pofliUy  fprin^  from 

*  the  commiffion  of  a  fingle  crime,  a 
'<  monnent^s  recoUeAion  would  be  (\if- 

*  ficicnt  to  deter  them  from  their  moft 

<  favourite  purfutts  ;  but,  alas !  totally 
«  regardlefs  of  conre<|uences  in  thepro- 

*  grefs  of  their  licentious  defigns,  they 

*  think  the  young  lad^  is  the  only  per- 

<  Ton  to  be  injured,  without  confidcring 

<  that  there  is  a  mother  to  die  at  her  de- 

*  (fa-a6tion,  and  a  father  or  a  brother 

*  to  madden  at  her  difgrace.* 

^ter  Lady  HaveHham  had  gWen 
way  for  fome  time  to '  her  emotion,  I 
a(ked  her  if  it  would  not  be  the  moft 
prudent  ftep  that  could  be  taken,  for 
her  ladylhip  to  fet  out  inftantly  fo 
Mildmay  Hall  with  your  letter  in  her 
hand,  and  fairly  (hew  the  father  and 
mother  how  little  you  were  to  be  blamed 
in  your  rencounter  with  \he  colonel.  I 
obferved,  that,  notwitfaftsnding  their 
refentment  againfk  you,  they  had  every 
reafon  to  treat  her  with  the  moftunre- 
ferved  afieftion  ;  and  I  offered  my  fer- 
'vice  as  an  efcorte,  if  fhe  imagined  I 
could  ilccompany  her  with  any  degree 
of  propriety.  The  motion  met  her  ap* 
probation,  and  (he  accepted  of  my  offer 
with  great  fatisfaAion  ;  faying  that, 
as  Mifs  Mildmay*s  misfortune  could 
not  poflibly  remain  a  fecret,  the  prefcnce 
of  a  man  fo  intimate  with  your  family 
could  by  ao  means  be  indelicate.  She, 
G  however. 
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however,  put  off  the  expedition  till  the 
morning,  being  fir  ft  ot  all  defirous  to 
fee  Louifa,  whom  fiie  had  not  vifited 
that  day.  And  here  I  niuft  inform  you» 
Harold,  that  your  iifter  haa  bought  a 
very  elegant  chariot,  and  iettled  mat- 
ters juli  as  you  could  wifli  with  Mre. 
Darnel.  When  Lady  Haverfliam  came 
to  that  pait  of  your  letter  which  roen^ 
tions  fuch  a  proviiion,  it  was  too  much 
for  her ;  (he  laid  the  paper  down,  and 
burftinginto  a  flood  ot  tears,  exclaim- 
ed, *  Why,  this  is  well  thought  of, 
^  Mr.  Mel  moth ;  there  is  foul  in  this  ! 

*  What  pity  it  is  that  he  will  not  be 
-*  uniformly  good,  and  take  as  much 

*  pains  to  avoid  the  commiflion  of  an 
^  injury  as  he  manifefts  inclination  to 

*  repair  it!*  But,  tobufinefs. 
Yefterday  morning  we  fet  out  in  a 

<hariot  and  fix  for  Mildmay  Hall,  and 
arrived  there  about  two  o'clock,  quite 
furprizing  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mildmay,  as 
you  may  naturally  imagine,  by  our  un- 
«zpeded  appearance.  The  old  gentle- 
roan  at  firfb  carried  matters  very  high, 
and  feemed  to  think  himfelf  under  m 
necelfity  of  keeping  a  prodigious  dif^ 
tance ;  but  Lady  Havei  mam,  who  has 
a  degree  of  confideration  that  equals 
her  benignity,  kindly  made  allowances 
for  his  behaviour;  and,  feizing  him  by 
the  arm  with  all  that  candour  of  cordia- 
lity which  generally  dilarms  an  ill- 
grounded  refentment,  begged  of  him  to 
conAder  her  as  a  faithful  friend  to  his 
family,  who  deeply  partook  in  his  mis- 
fortunes, though  thel'e  misfortunes  were 
unhappily  created  by  the  profligacy  of 
her   brother.     <  My   dear  Mr.  Mild- 

*  may,*  expoftulated  the  admirable  wo- 
man,   '  I  am  almoft  as  much  to  be 

*  pitied  as  yourfelf:    you  know  how 

*  much  ray  heart  was  in  an  alliance 

*  with  your  lioufe,  and  you  alfo  know 

*  bow  tender  a  friendfliip  I  ever  enter- 

*  tained  foi*  the  amijible  Louifaj  do 
'  not,  therefore,  inftead  of  giving  me 
<  confolation,  add  ungeneroufly  to  my 
^  diltrefs,  but  confider  me  as  a  perfon 

*  deeply  ienfible  of  all  ^our  wrongs, 

*  and  warmly  animated  with  all  your  re- 

*  fcntmeots.    The  author  of  the  pre* 

*  Cent  calamity  is  my  brother }  but  I 

*  am   iure  you  cannot  think,  me  the 

*  fifter  of  his  crime,  nor  iniagine  that, 

*  becaufe  I  am  allied  to  him  in  blood,  I 

*  muit  likewile  be  allied  to  the  guilty 

*  part  of  his  chara^er.    Look  at  me, 

*  I  btSscch  you,  with  cempiacency  | 


<  and  tell  me  that  my  prefence  ig  not 
*  unwelcome  in  the  countiy.* 

This  addrefs  there  was  no  poffibility 
of  refifting.  Mr.  Mildmay*s  heart  was 
melted  {  and,  in  fpite  of  all  his  pride, 
he  took  hold  of  her  hand  with  an  air 
of  the  greateft  refpeft,  held  it  to  hit 
lips,  and  endeavoured  to  make  an  apo*- 
logy.  A  ridng  flood  of  grief,  how- 
ever, choaked  the  pafla^  of  his  words  { 
he  broke  into  a  fob  of  inexpreflible  af- 
ilidion,  and  haftily  retired  out  of  the 
room.  You  know,  Harold,  how  rea- 
dily the  mother,  as  you  call  it,  comes 
into  my  eyes ;  you  know,  besides,  that 
I  am  twenty  good  years  older  than  you, 
and  have  been  once  a  father.  I  could 
not,  therefore,  ftand  the  excefs  of  poor 
Mr.  Mildmay*s  emotion  :  my  hand- 
kerchief was  out  in  an  inftant;  and, 
notwith Handing  my  utmoft  efforts  to 
fupprei's  my  concern,  I  blubbered  fo 
heartily  as  to  be  under  a  neoelfity  of  re- 
tiring alfo,  unacquainted  as  I  was  with 
the  hroufe,  and  ridiculous  as  I  mufthave 
made  myfelf  to  the  fervants.  As  to 
Mrs.  Mildmay,  nothing  can  be  more 
tender  or  affefling  than  her  recepdon  of 
your  fifter.  The  two  ladies,  at  thetr 
Arft  meeting,  remained  dafped  for  ibme 
moments  in  each  other*s  arms,  each  un- 
able tofpeak  a  f^Uable,  and  both  giving 
a  very  copious  freedom  to  their  tears. 

When  we  had  all  a  little  recovei^ 
ourfelves,  and  taken  a  diih  of  chocolate. 
Lady  Haverfham,  with  her  ufual  deli- 
cacy, began  to  enter  on  the  bufinefs  of 
her  •  journey  ;  lamenting  the  colonel*s 
wound,  in  terms  the  mofl  friendly,  and 
hoping  that  the  unfortunate  afi^r  at 
Reading  would  not  prevent  the  ppffibi- 
lity  of  a  reconciliation  between  the  two 
families:  (he  their  fet  forth  your  ex- 
treme contrition  for  the  part  you-  had 
a6led  by  Louifaj  and  infinoated  that 
(lie  had  a  letter  from  you  in  her  pockctt 
which,  if  Mr.  Mildmay  wotud  take 
the  trouble  of  reading,  we  was  cortua 
would,  in  fome  meafure,  lef&n  the  fe- 
veritv  of  his  prefent  indignation.  Mr* 
Mildmay  upon  this  took  fire }  fwearing, 
with  great  vehemence,  that,  fo  far  firon& 
confentin^  to  a  reconciliation,  he  n^vcr 
would  eojoy  a  moment*s  peace  of  midd 
till  you  wei-e  facrlficed  .0  tiis  vengeance  ^ 
and  that,  if  he  but  knew  where  you 
were  then  concealed,  he  would  himielf, 
old'  as  he  was,  call  yoa  to  an  infbnt 
account  for  murdering  the  rrputatiQiLoC 
hisfiunily. 
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This  was  a  Tally  of  paflion  which  we 
natcrally  expelled,  and  therefore  did 
not  once  intemipt  him,  till  it  wat  en- 
tirely ezhaufted.  Lady  HaTeriham  then 
refonied  the  fubje^^,  and  begged  of  him 
to  confider,  that  (ht  wat  now  talking 
as  much  for  the  &ke  of  his  happinefs, 
as  for  the  happinefs  of  her  brother. 

*  Indeed,  my  dear  Mr.  Mildmay,*  con- 
tinued ibe,  '  if  I  was  not  fenfible  that 
«  the  preient  calaHlity,  under  which  we 
'  all  labour,  requires  great  allowances, 

<  I  ihould  be  apt  to  think  you  almolt 

*  as  culpable  as  my  brother  him(elf« 

*  Does  it  follow,  becaufe  he  has  grofsly 
'  injored  the  honour  of  your  houte,  that 

*  you  yourfirlf  fliould  do  it  ftill  greater 
'  mjuries?  or  can  it  admit  of  a  mo- 

*  mentis  debate,  which  is  the  moftpro- 
'  per  courfe  to  follow,  that  which  will 
'  recoTer  the  tranquillity  of  your  fami- 

<  ly,  or  that  which  will  expole  it  to  an 

<  additional  diftrefs  ? 

*  If  calling  my  brother  to  an  ac- 

*  count  for  his  mifbehaviour  could  be 

*  attended  with  any  advantages,  I  (hoitld 

*  not  wonder  Co  greatly  at  your  rcfcnt- 
'  ment  $  but  when  to  do  that,  as  has 
'  been  already  unhappily  the  cafe,  the 
'  lafety  of  a  dear  and  deferving  fon 
'  muft  be  hazarded ;  and  when,  even  if 
'  he  ihould  kill  his  antagonilf,  he  muft 

*  forfeit  his  own  life  to  the  violated 

*  laws  of  his  country :  I  fay,  when 
'  thefe  things  are  confidercd,  and  when 

*  ft  is  moreover  recoUcfted,  that  though 
'  the  lenity  of  the  laws  (hould  fpare  the 

*  life  of  your  fon,  it  can  by  no  means 
'  reftore  your  peace,  I  am  in  hopes  that 

*  your  own  good  fenfc  will  induce  you 

*  to  abate  the  warmth  of  your  indigna- 
'  tion»  and  that  you  will  prefer  a  cer- 
'  tain  felicity  to  a  precarious  revenge. 
'  Juftice,  you  fee,  by  the  coloners  un* 

*  fortunate  wound,  may  Sometimes  be 
'  unattended  with  fuccefs ;  and  fliould 
'  yon  .ftill  profecute  a  quarrel  with  a 
'  man  who  defires,    who   fupplicates, 

*  who  implores  to  make  every  repara* 
'  tion  that  can  be  made,  the  world  will 
'  think,  your  refentment  carried  to  an 
<  unreafonable  length,  and  be  apt  even 

*  to  rejoice  fliould  you  meet  with  any 

*  new  calamity. 

*  To  the  arguments  which  1  have  al- 

*  ready  offered,  my  dear  Mr.  Mi  Id  may, 
'  I  have  another  very  forcible  plea  to 
'  add,  which  I  am  fure  mull  operate  on 
'  your  tendernefs-  as  a  hufl)and,   and 

*  upon  your  juftice  as  ^  man.    Turn, 
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*  Sir»  to  this  venerable,  this  excellent 

*  woman,  the  companion  of  your  youth» 

*  the  partner  of  your  forrows,  the  pof* 

*  feflbr  of  your  heart ;  fee  where  flie  is, 

*  finking  un^er  the  flernnefs  of  your 
'  refolutfon,  and  bleeding  with  an  ap- 

*  prehenfion  of  future  misfortnneSt  at 

*  well  a<  with  a  fenfibility  of  ;he  pie- 

*  fent  ditlrefs.     She,  Sir,  has  a  mo* 

*  ther's  claim  in  the  fon,   whofe  life 

*  you  are  Co  willing  to  expoic.     Do  not 

*  drive  her  into  abfolute  Aiftra^tion. 
'  Her  anguifli  is  already  exceflive,  and 

*  her  death  muft  be  inevitable,  if  you 

*  think  of  vrafliing  away  her  daugh« 

*  ter*s  ftain  with  nothing  but  the  blood 

*  of  her  fon.  On  my  knees,  therefore, 
'  Mr.  Mild  may,*  and  down  the  won- 
derful woman  dropped,  *  let  me  beg 

*  of  you  to  think  of  a  reconciliation. 
'  My  brother  is  deeply  wounded  by  the 

*  confcioufnefs  of  his  own  guilt;  and 

*  will,  I  am  certain,  from  motives  of 

*  gratitude,  as  well  as  affe^ion,  make 

*  a  good  fon,  and  a  deferving  huft>and. 

<  Do  not,  my  dear  Mr.  Mild  may,  be* 

*  caufe  one  afilidtion  has   interrupted 

<  your  happinefs,  raflily  devote  your* 

*  ielf  to  wretchednefs  for  life)  butra* 

*  ther  fc'ize  the  beft  means  of  difpelling 

*  the  cloud  which  at  prefent  overcafta 

*  your  peace,  and  endeavour  at  reco* 

<  vering  the   genial  funfliine  of  that 

<  tranquillity  which  has  been  fo  recent- 
'  ly  and  fo  fatally  loft.* 

Mr.  Mildmay  (who  all  the  time  of 
your  filler's  kneeling,  in  vain  attempted 
to  raife  her  11  p)  Teemed  greatly  ftruck 
with  what  flie  laid  j  but,  though  hit 
reafon  was  convinced,  his  pride  never- 
thelefs  held  an  obftinate  ftruggley  and 
he  feveral  times  attempted  to  quit  the 
room.  Lady  Haverftiam  and  I  as  often 
prevented  him  from  going  out;  we  pre- 
vailed upon  him  with  difficulty  to  hear 
the  principal  part  of  your  letter  read  | 
and  Mrs.  Mildmay  herfelf  kneeling  tO 
him,  and  in  very  pathetick  terms  re- 
queuing him  to  oblige  Lady  Haverfliam^ 
he  was  at  I  aft  overcome,  and  confented 
that  you  might  be  font  for  as  foon  as 
we  pleaied,  defiring  only  that  the  cere- 
mony might  be  delayed  till  the  recovery 
of  the  colonel. 

When  we  had  thus  fettled  the  mate- 
rial affair,  our  converfation  naturally 
turned  upon  the  colonel's  cafe,  and  the 
abilities  of  his  attendants.  Mr.  Mild- 
may faid,  that  though  the  wound  at 
firft  appeared  extremely  daogeiousi  as 
Ga  it 


it  wtit  ytry  near  the  groins  Aev«rtbe«> 
ie£i  the  furgeoas  now  told  him,  that 
there  was  but  little  doubt  of  a  fine  cure, 
provided  he  efeaped  a  feyer.    '  And 

*  this/  faid  the  old  gentleman*  *  I  am 

*  no  wayuneafy  about,  as  the  weslther 
'  is  vory  oold^  and  his  pulfe  fo  very  ten- 

<  peratet    but/   added  he,    <  fuppofe 

<  you  go  and  fee  him ;  there  is  nobody 
'  with  him  but  MifsBeauclerky  and  he 

*  had  Co  fine  a  nKH-ning's  fleep,  that  we 

<  (hall  not  in  the  leaft  fatigue  him  with 

*  o«ir  company/  We  accordingly  went, 
ami  were  received,  as  I  expe^edi  with 
great  coldnefs,  though  with  great  civt* 
iit)r  {  the  fight  of  people  fo  very  near 
to  you,  naturally  hurting  that  impa- 
tience which  we  all  labour  under  where 
we  have  received  any  thing  which  looks 
like  a  difgrace.  Lady  Ha ver(ham»  bow  ^ 
ever,  went  up  to  him  as  if  ihe  had  been 
his  fiftcr,  and  exprefl'cd  her  concern  for 
the  caufe  of  his  misfortuiw,  with  ib  un- 
aflfefted  an  air  of  cordiality  as  re^Dnciled 
him  a  little  to  his  vifitors.  We  then 
acquainted  him  with  the  bufinefs  of  our 
jovrney,  talked  matters  over  again,  and 
read  ail  your  letter  but  that  part  where 
the  proviHon  for  his  filter  is  mentioned. 
He  was  extremely  attentive  to  your  ac- 
count of  the  duel,  and  begged  more 
than  once  to  hear  a  repetition  of  fome 

Particular  paffages.  When  I  had  done, 
e  pau&d  a  little,  and  faid  you  were 
very  exad  in  the  relation ;  antl  that, 
had  he  imagined  you  were  a^uated 
by  a  fincere  concern  for  your  indii- 
cretion,  and  were  really  going  up  to 
town  with  a  view  of  entreating  Loo- 
ifa's  forgivenefs,  he  would  not  have 
been  fo  rafli.     '  But,"  laid  he,  <  my 

*  heart  was  in  the  match ;  and  tu  find 

*  every  thing  broken  off  while  I  was 

*  flattering,  my  imagination  with  tne 

*  happinei's  my  family  was  to  polfefsj 

*  to  find  the  rupture  alio  fa  d i (honour - 

*  able  to  us  ;  and  to  think,  that  a  filter, 
'  wlio  was  my  principal  piidc,  (huald 

*  be  guilty  of  fiich   a  crime  5  made  me 

*  abfolutfly  mad  5  fo  that  I  almolt  won- 

*  dcr  how   (  refrained  from  !i»ooting 

*  Sir  Robert  through  the  head  before  I 

*  even  offered  him  the  choice  of  a  pif> 
«  tol.' 

Notwtthftanding  the  colonel's  feem- 
ing  franknel's,  1  could  eafily  fee  he  was 
fecrrtly  diir:)>isfied  that  he  had  not  been 
coniulted  by  his  father  in  the  concluiion 
of  our  accommodation.  Wht-n  the  old 
gentleman  told  him  what  he  had  con- 
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fentedto,  he  was^  catrsmely  grtve,  mti. 
obferved,  that  to  be  fure  it  was  bet- 
ter to  fettle  matters  any  how»  tbaa  ta 
think  of  going  farther  with  faoiity  ra» 
fentments.  The  tone  and  look  widi 
which  he  delivered  this  were  vifibly  far* 
caftick  i  and  I  could,  hoiwfvar,  mwlily 
perceive  he  fomewbat  difconcerttd  ki& 
father.  We  took  ao  notice  of  the  ex- 
preflion,  however  ^  Lady  ^averfham 
,  thinking  with  me,  that  thofe  may  be 
allowed  to  complain  a  little  who  feel 
a  great  deal.  Dinner  being  ready  by 
this  time,  we  took  our  leave  of  the  co- 
lonel, and  fat  down  in  a  very  ibciable 
manner  to  a  very  good  repail.  Your 
lifter  was  all  life;  and  Mrs.  Mildmay^ 
'  who  has  been  a  very  fine  woman,  was 
animated  with  a  cliearfulnefs  that  really 
filled  me  with  pleafure;  as,  from  the 
chara^er  Lady  Haverfjiam  gave  me  of 
her  worth,  I  could  not  but  fhare  very 
fenfibly  in  her  afflictions. 

In  fho<  t,  we  wei  e  all  extremely  hap- 
py but  Mifs  Beaaderk.  This  yoiutg 
lady,  whg  ought  to  be  the  gayeft  periba 
in  company,  was  remarkablv  thought- 
ful and  referved ;  (he  fcarcely  touched 
a  morfel  of  any  thing,  and  even  more 
than  once  let  a  figh  efcape  her  pi«tty 
audibly:  (he  is  a  very  fine  girl  indeed^ 
Harolds  and,  if  ike  is  but  half  a« 
good  as  file  is  handfome,  it  would  bt 
ten  thoufnnd  pities  that  aay  thing  fhouki 
give  her  the  leali  uneafmefs.  You  can- 
not conceive  how  exceilivcly  I  am  taken 
with  her;  there  is  fo  much  real  good 
fenie,  fo  much  genuine  delicacy,  and  Cq 
much  true  benevolence,  in  every  word 
and  aClion,  that  was  it  poffible  for  me 
ever  to  marry  a  fecond  time,  or  potfible 
for  her  to  look  on  fuch  an  old  fellow,  I 
re;»lly  believe  fhe  would  be  the  womaa 
in  the  world  whom  I  fhould  firft  think 
of— hut  what  have  I  to  do  with  the  lex  t 
In  my  youih  I  lolt  the  woman  of  my 
heart !  When  I  ia(i  faw  her  ike  was 
jull  fuch  another  young  creature  as  this 
Mifs  Beaucierk  ;  ail  beauty  and  bene- 
ficence, all  fenfibility  and  love  :  Mifs 
Beaucierk  has  in  faft  her  very  form, 
her  very  face,  the  fame  irrcfiftible  fweet^^ 
neis  ot  voice  and  elegance  of  manner 
which  once  diftingiiiAied  my  Nancy; 
and  which,  though  long  fiucc  buried  in 
the  grave,  have  been  continually  pre« 
fent  to  my  imagination.  Be  good-na- 
tured^  Harold,  and  bear  with  me  a  little 
on  this  tender  fubje^i.  You  know  I  - 
fc^om.  brealc  out,  ai^  therefore  nay 

ftO^ 
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now  UiA  tlMi'be  entitYed  to  a  little  in- 
dttigence,  eTpectally  at  I  am  always  To 
icady  to  put  up  with  your  cvcrlaiting 
impcrtiiicnGe. 

Tke  ladies  ittiring  a  little  after  din- 
oer»  andicavisff  Mr.  Mildmay  and  me 
to  chat  over  a  bottle  of  Burgundy,  I 
took  the  liberty  to  make  foroe  enquiry 
about  MifsBeauclerk,  afluring  the  old 
gcBtlcmaii  that  I  was  ftrongly  prepof- 
it&d  in  her  favour.  «  Why,  truly,  Mr. 

*  Melmoth**  returned  he,  M  do  not 

<  know  a  Tweeter,  better- tempered  girl, 

*  m  the  world,  than  this  young  lad^  : 

*  my  lA>uira  and  (lie  con  traced  an  in- 

*  timacy  at  the  boarding- fchool,  when 

*  tbey  were  both  very  young,  and  have 

<  ever  fince  been  remarkably  diftinguiih- 
'  ed  for  the  cloienefi  of  their  iriend- 
'  fliip  s  tbe  one  never  knowing  a  Joy  or 
'  a  lorrow  in  which  tbe  other  did  not 

<  immediately  enhance  the  fatiifa^ion, 

<  or  mitigate  tbe  diftrefs.  I  am  fure, 
'  IB  the  late  unhappy  affair,  m^  daugh- 

*  ter*e  miefortune  defied  Mifs  Beau- 

*  clerk  at  clofely,  as  if  Louifa  had  ac- 
'  tually  been  her  lifter.  During  the  time 

*  of  her  being  l^e,  (he  has  applied  her- 

<  iiAf  with  fuch  aillduity  to  comfort  and 

*  cake  care  of  my  poor  wife,  that  I 
'  ceofider  her  as  a  principal  inftrument 

*  ia  Mrs. Mildmay ^sprefervation.— -Her 
'  mother.  Sir,  loft  ner  hulband  while 

*  Harriot  was  vet  an  infant  at  the  breaft  j 

*  be  died,  it  (eems,  in  the  £aft  Indies, 
'  and  left  the  good  lady  in  fuch  very 

*  ilender  ctrcumftaoces,  that,  had  not 

*  a  relation  of  her  own,  who  died  alfo 

*  about  the  fame  time,  left  her  a  for- 
'  tune  of  20|Oool.  in  the  funds,  (he 
'  muft  have  gone  into  fome  little  way  of 

*  ba£nels  for  the  maintenance  of  herfelf 

*  apd  her  daughter.     Upon  the  interell 

*  of  this  fum  me  keeps  a  carriage,  and 
'  has  a  moit  delightful  retirement  about 

*  thirty  miles  off.  What  is  extremely 
'  remarkable  is,  that,  though  fhe  was 

*  not  much  above  twenty  when  her  huf. 

*  band  died,  and  when  (he  came  into 
'  poflcfllon   of  this  fortune,  yet  fo  far 

*  from  a6ling  like  the  generality  of  wo- 

*  men,  and  liltening  to  the  addrefles  of 

*  every  coxcomb  who  might  have  de- 

*  (igns  either  upon   her  perfon  or  her 

*  purfe,  flie  retired  immediately  from 

*  London  to  the  fpot  I  have  been  Tpeak- 
'  isg  of,  and  there  continued  ever  fince, 

*  confining  her  vifits  within  a  very  nar- 
'  row  circle,  and  dedicating  her  atten- 

*  tips  to  the  education  of  her  daughtei^ 


<  Within  a  mile  of  her  houfe  my  LouMI^ 

*  was  at/chool  when  a  child;  and  tbe 
'  intimacy  between  the  little- ones  na* 

*  turally  creating  an  acquaintance  be* 

*  tween  the .  parents,   Mirs.  Beauclerlc 

*  and  our  family  have  been  upon  the 

*  moft  unreferved  footing  of  fnendfhi^ 

*  thefe  fixteen  years  ;  and,  I  dare  fay, 

*  (hall  continue  in  friendfhip  till  the  end 

*  of  our  lives,  as  theiie  is  but  one  ck'* 

*  cumftance  which  can  poflibly  difhuly 

<  the  harmony  of  our  correfpondence.* 
•As  it  would  have  been  extremely  rude 

in  a  fhanger  to  aik  what  this  circum- 
fiance  was,  I  did  not  interrupt  Mr# 
Mildmay  j  neverthelefs»  I  was  luckjf 
enough,  in  the  natural  communicative'* 
nefs  of  his  temper,  to  have  my  curiofitjr 
gratified  i  his  heart  was  now  open,  and 
he  confidered  me  as  a  gooa-natured 
friendly  man,  who  might  be  trufted  with 
a  fecret;  drawing  his  chair  therefoeft 
clofer  to  mine,  and  lowering  hrs  voice* 
he  proceeded  to  unbofom  himfeif,  to  the 
following  purport. 

<  You  mufi  know,  Mr.  Melmoth, 

*  that,   during   the  intimacy  betweei^ 

*  Mrs.  Bcauclerk's  family  and  mine,  i 
'  have  difcovered  that  my  fon  entertains 
'  very  favourable  fentiments  of  herdaugh- 

<  ter  'j  and,  between  ourfelves,  I  can  lee 

<  plainly  enough,  that  her  daughter  ia' 

*  no  way  difinclined  to  my  (on.  I  have 

<  been  a  young  fellow  myielf,  Mr.  Mel - 

*  moth }  and,  in  my  time— you  under- 

*  fbnd  me^— but  that  is  nothing  to  the 

<  puipofe.     As  I  was  iaying,  this  mu* 

*  tual  good  opinion  between  Harry  and 

*  Mils  Beauclerk  is  a  thing  which  givee 

*  me  no  little  uneafinofs.    The  young 

*  lady,  to  be  Aire,  poffefTes  a  veiy  higk 

<  place  in  my  efleem,  and  I  do  not  know 
'  a  wofnan  in  the  kingdom  whom  £ 
'  (hould>  he  better  pleafed  to  have  for 

<  a  daughter  j  hut  the  misfortune  is,  fhe 

*  dees  not  carr-y  I'ulficient  weight  of  me« 
'  tal,  and  I  have  fome  family  views  in 

*  my  bead,  which,  though  I  am  pretty 

*  well  in   the  v/orld,  require  a  confide* 

*  rable  addition  of  fortune.  My  houfe^ 

*  Ivir.  Mel  moth,  is  a  very  ancient  onej 

*  thcie  liave  been  more  than  two  pccr- 

*  ages  in  ir,  and   I  have  myfelf  fome 

<  expe£iatton  of  a  title.     Now,  Sir,  aa 

*  the  fupport  of  luch  a  dignity  cannot 
'  allow  me  to  mairy^my  ion  to  a  wo- 

*  man  of  little  fortune,  on  this  account 

*  1  am  greatly  concerned  that  any  feciet 

*  correfpondence  fhould   be  carried  on 

*  between  him  and  Mils  Beauclerk.     I 

*  iUould 
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•  AotitJ  be  very  Cony  to  oppofe  hit  in- 
«  dinations,  or  to  wound  ncr.fenfibi- 

•  lity;   but  you  know  the  raiiing  of 

•  one^^s  famtly  is  a  rcry  eflential  pointy 

•  and  that,  ridiculous  as  a  coronet  may 

•  appear  to  fome  people,  it  is  nerer- 
«  tbelefs  entitled  to  privileges  which  are 

•  far  frombeing  difagreeable.    This  is 

•  not  all }  ft  noble  lord  in  the  neigh- 

•  bom-hoody  vfho  is  able  to  give  his 
«  fhraghter  a  prodigious  fum  of  money, 

•  bas  lately  intimated  a  defire  of  unit- 

•  M»g  bis  family  with  mine;  and  I  think 

•  lb  very  well  of  the  afl^ir,  that  I  men- 

•  tfoncd  it  ycfterday  to  my  fon,  when  I 

•  feund  him  launching  oot  into  fome 
«  paffioivate  encomiums  on  Mifs  Beau- 

•  clerk.'— Mr.  Mildmav  paufmg  in 
tbi»  place,  I  co«id  not  help  observing, 
llraty  though  the  plan  which  was  thus 
feuid  down  for  the  a^grandizatfon  of  his 
^^o^^TyVniehtin  itfelf  be  extremely  right, 
vcvertbelefs,  if  his  Ton  entertained  a  cor- 
dBal  aflcflion  for  the  yoifng  lady,  the 
pofleflion  of  her  hand  might  be  mojfe 
cimdvcive  to  his  bappinefs  than  the  pof- 
l^iRon  of  a,  title  ;  and  that  therefore  it 
■right  be  difficult  to  make  him  facrifice 
tbe  imereft  of  his  heart  even  to  gratify 
tftehiudible  ambition  of  his  father.  But 
fbe  oki  gentleman  ftopped  me  fhort,  by 
fkckring  he  believed  the  colonel  would 
^oany  thing  to  oblige  him.     *  IJow- 

•  ever,'  faid  he,  *  if  I  fhouPd   be  un- 

•  Etappily  difappointed  of  his  obedience 

•  Ml  f  ne  matter  we  have  l>ecn  talking  of, 

•  I  know  how  to  punilb  his  bh(tinacy 

•  when  I  con^e  to  difpofe  of  my  for-" 
«  time.'  Here  our  converfation  ended, 
for  the  ladies  coming  in,  we  were  oblig- 
ed to  talk  of  (bmething  elfe$  thoup;h  I 
Ihould  have  told  you,  that  Mr.  Mild- 
may  more  than  once  infinuated  a  fear, 
th:?t  bis  lady  fecretly  approval  of  the 
^fllon  fuhfrftinr  between  Mifs  Beau- 
cicrk  and  the  colonel. 

I  could  moralize  in  this  pi  nee.  Sir 
Rohert,  on  the  prepoflerous  behaviour 
of  ihofe  fathers  who  are  willing  to  give 
ibeJr  childreivcvciy  thing  but  h^ppincfs. 
Reflexions  of  this  nature,  however,  are 
In©  common  to  be  ulctul ;  nnd  it  would 
br  Jult  as  new  to  ttU  you,  that  the  parts 
«f  a'dav  coniift  of  twenty-four  hours, 
a»  to  tell  you  that  the  very  fondnefs  of 
lisch  fathers  is  the  moft  infupportable 
cf  all  tyraniiics.  Poor  Mil's  Beaucleik ! 
and  is  the  tawdry  gtwgaw  of  a  coro- 
net to  be  put  in  competition  with  the 
cfaaijiiis  of  exalted  viilue,  eleyatcd  fcnic. 


and  fweetnefs  ineflable  f  But  loTe  would 
be  too  exquifite  an  enjoyment,  Harold, 
had  not  Providence  wilely  thrown  theie 
bars  in  our  way,  and  tempered  the  inex- 
preffible  raptures  which  it  beflows  with 
ibme  occaiional  mixtures  of  infelicity. 

Lady  Haverfham  juil  now  called  me 
afide,  and  hinted  tint  ihe  had  fpoken 
to  Mrs.  Mildmay  relative  to  fome  ex- 
preilions  which  Louifa  had  dropped  in 
your  fifter*s  laft  interview  with  her,  in- 
dicating the  moil  po/itive  determination 
of  never  feeing  you  more.  Mrs.  Mild- 
may  is  to  write  to  her  on  this  fubjeft* 
and  therefore  (he  can  but  little  doubt  of 
Louifa^s  altering  her  determination :  the 
refotution  of  her  family  in  your  favour 
was  the  principal  point  to  eain;  and 
fmce  we  could  work  upon  tneir  pride, 
tbei-c  can  be  no  doubt  of  influencing 
her  f<;nfibility.  A  woman,  Harold,  can 
forgive  every  thing  where  (be  really 
loves  t  the  ladies  have  a  foftnefs  about 
them  which  turns  even  contempt  into 
kindnefs,  and  gives  the  tendemefs  oF 
their  hearts  a  conftant  fuperiority  over 
the  goodnefs  of  their  underftandings.  I 
Ihould  be  forrv,  however,  that  all  cox* 
combs  were  fenfible  of  this  truth j  as 
vfc  have  already  but  too>  manj  foola 
among  the  fair  who  are  defirousofftamp- 
ing  their  weaknefs  with  the  immediate 
image  ofdeftiny,  and  foPicitous  to  calt 
that  an  abfolute  decree  of  Fate,  which 
arifes  from  their  own  apparent  want  of 
refdutioi). 

I  have  been  this  moment  at  a  conful- 
tation  of  Colonel  Mildmay^s  Airgeons» 
and  have  the  very  g^at  pleafore  of  in- 
forming you  that  he  is  entirely  out  of 
danger.     You  may  .therefore,    by  the 
next  Helvoetfluys  packet,  make  a  trip 
to  Harwich,  fince  at  the  uhnofl  it  can- 
not be  above  twelve  hours  from  Rotter- 
dam TO  Hclvoct.     If  you  fltould  ftopat 
the  Hagtic,  pray  citU  at  Fitzpatrick*s,  in 
the  Hoogltraat}  who   vi  as  modeft  as 
fcnfihie,  and  as  well  behaved  a  man,  as 
I  ever  faw  at  the  hcnd  of  a  tavern  ;  and 
who,   without  mentioning  any   body's  ' 
n?!me,  will  treat  you  with  the  utmoft  " 
civility.    If  you  know  the  man  already^ 
my  charafter  will  be  nee-ilefs ;  if  you 
do  rot,  you  will  find  a  very  good  houie» 
and  lb  far  be  obliged  to  me  tor  this  ac-  ' 
com  mod  at  ion. 

As  we  have  done  our  bufinefs  at  Mild- 
may  Hall,  your  filler  and  I  fliall  fet  out  * 
for  London,  in  order  to  wait  upon  Lou- 
iffl^  axid  acquaint  her  wkh  tbe  detcrmU  * 

nation 


LOUISA    MILDMAY. 


Batkm  of  her  fiuher.  Mrs.  Mildmay 
faas  a  letter  to  fend  by  us  to  her  daugh- 
ter>  which  will  put  a  floilhiog  hand  to 
the  reconciliation}  fo  that,  Bob,  you 
may  look  upon  the  whole  affair  at  con- 
cluded to  your  wifli:  yet  it  is  ten  to 
•one,  DOW  happinefft  is  again  within  your 
reach,  but  you  will  ftnve  to  ftart  diffi- 
culties, and  endeavour  to  deftroy  all 
that  Lady  Haverftiam  and  I  have  been 
iabourin?  to  bring  about  with  fiich  an 
unremitting  degree  of  fedulity . 

Take  care,  however,  dear  Harold, 
how  you  zA  at  this  time ;  and  do  not 
idly  play  the  prodigal  with  your  own 
happmels.  Youth  can  never  excufe  a 
bad  action,  though  it  may  extenuate  the 
indifcretion  of  a  foolifh  one;  and  the 
man  who  is  twice  guilty  of  the  fame 
crime,  is  in  much  more  diinger  of  mak- 
ing bimielf  abhorred,  than  in  rendering 
others  wretched  or  contemptible  :  take 
the  hint,  therefore.  Bob,  and  believe 
me,  with  the  utmoft  cordiality,  your 
leal  friend^ 

C.  Melmoth. 


LETTER    III. 

MR.  MELMOTH,  IN  CONTINUATION, 
TO  SIR  ROBERT  HAROLD. 

DEAR  HAROLD, 

IF  you  have  not  yet  fet  out  from  Rot- 
terdam, you  may  as  well  continue 
where  you  are,  or  eo  to  any  other  part 
of  the  continent  which  is  beft  adapted 
fo  your  inclination  t  England  is  not  a 
pbce  which  I  would  have  you  return  to 
yet  a  while,  if  you  really  love  Mifs 
Mildmay,  and  would  be  concerned  to 
find  her  actually  allied  to  infamy  and 
proftitution. 

Your  filter  and  I  arrived  in  town  this 
jnoming;  and,  unable  to  contain  the  Ta- 
dsfadion  with  which  our  bolbms  natu- 
nliy  fwelled  at  your  approaching  feli- 
city, we  immediately  drove  to LouilVs, 
with  a  view  of  difpelltng  her  unha{>pt- 
nefs,  by  acquainting  her  with  the  for- 
tunate reconciliation  eiFeded  between 
her  and  her  family.  But  judge  our 
aftottiihment,  when,  in ftead  of  meeting 
with  her,  Mrs.  Darnel  came  down  ft  airs 
with  an  air  of  the  utmoft  affliction,  and 
informed  us  that  Mifs  Mildmay  had 
eloped  in  a  poftchaife  and  fix,  with  a 
geadomn  richly  drciled|   the  prcccd* 
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ing  evening.     '  Having  no  antlioriity  19 

*  watch  her  moti.>ns,'  I'aid  Mrs.  Bar* 
Del,  '  and  imagining  from  her  fpeciaiM 

*  air  of  penitence,  if  I  even  had,  that 

*  every  attention  of  that  natuiY  wottUi 

*  be  utterly  unnecellary,  I  went  to  hear 

*  a  leflure  at  our  parifli- church  after 

*  tea,  never  once  dreaming  that  during 

*  my  abfence  ihe  would  think  of  rua« 
'  ning  away  from  a  houfe  into  which 

*  ftie  had  entered  a  voluntary  vifitor^ 

*  and  in  which  there  was  no  likelihood 

<  of  her  receiving  the  imallelb  difguft* 

*  You  may,  however,  eafily  guefs  mf 

*  conAernation,  when  my  maid  Jenay, 

*  the  moment  I  came  home,  ran  up  afid 

*  informed  me  that  Mifs  Mildmay  ka4 
'  gone  olf  with  a  gentleman  in  a  poft*- 
'  chaife.  I  naturally  concluded  cha^ 
'  had  it  been  any  relation,  I  (hould  hare 

*  received  fome  notice  of  her  intended 

<  departure}  and  therefore,  aa  (he  went 
'  away  in  ib  unaccountable  a  roaniieiY 

*  1  as  naturally  afcribed  her  flight  to 
'  fome  pceconcened  defign^  eipeciallf 

*  as  Jennv  informed  me,  that  a  gentie- 

*  man  in  brown  and  gold  bad  for.  tmm 

*  or  three  nights    been   feen  to  haag 

*  about  the  houfe,  and  to  peep  ia  at 

*  the  windows,  with  a  degree ^t  breed- 

*  ing  much  below  the  elegance  of  hit 

*  appearance.  NotwithlianUingthefeun- 
'  promifine  accounts,  I  neverthele£s  £u 

*  up  till   four  o'clock,   rather  hoping 

*  than  expelling  the  unfortunate  ywuag 

*  lady's  return  :   but,    alas  !  I  migtac 

*  have  fat  up  till  this  moment,  withoue 

*  reaping  the  leaft  advantage  from  gay 

*  anxiety  or  my  fatigue ;  ihe  never  once 

*  approached  the  houie,  and  which  waf 

<  ihe  has  gone  I  am  by  no  means  abk 

*  to  conjc^Uiie.* 

And  tliis.  Sir  Robert,  is  tlie  end  of 
all  our  expectations.  For  my  own  part» 
Ihenuoully  foiicitous  at  I  was  but  m 
few  hours  ago  in  her  favour,  I  now  fin- 
ccrely  congratolate  with  you  on  your 
fortunate  elcape  $  I  now  begin  to  think 
you  were  right  in  rejefling  her  from  the 
fir(i,  and  am  perfe6tly  iatisfied  that  the 
error,  which  I  thought  the  efFcft  of  her 
partiality  for  you,  was  nothing  molt 
than  the  refult  of  her  own  conftitution. 
Lady  Haver fham,.  however,  will  not 
fublcribe  to  my  opinion  of  her  levity, 
though  (he  knows  not  any  caufe  to 
which  her  elopement  can  be  lb  probably 
attributed.  Neverthelefs,  (he  thinks  all 
enquiiy  after  her  needlefsi  and  almoft 
.wiihes  that  (he  had  A^t  taken  the  jour- 
ney 
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ijey  into  Oxfordfliirc.  »  For  tKis  new 
«  difeppointmcnt,  Mr.  Melmoth,'  fays 
fhe,  *  vf'iW  come  with  additional  weight 

•  upon  her  family  {  and  if  it  does  not 

•  entirely  kill  the  poor  mother,  it  will 

•  certainly  drive  her  diftra6led.* 

Mrs.  Darnel,  who  appeai-s  to  be  a 
decent,  well-behaved  woman,  notwith- 
ilanding  your  fufpicions,  is  to  fend 
tiown  an  account  of  Louil'a^s  elopement 
to  Mildmay  Hall.  What  confequences 
it  may  produce  there  I  know  not;  but 
cf  this  I  am  certain,  that  you  hare 
every  realbn  in  nature  to  be  happy  in 
<be  timely  difcovery  of  her  levity.  Had 
*luch  a  aifcovery  been  made  after  your 
inarriage  with  her,  I  fuppofe  the  refult 
iNrovld  have  been  her  immediate  death, 
«nd  your  certain  execution  :  you  would 
*ave  facrificed  her  inftantly  to  your 
^ry,  and  your  life  would  have  been 
^he  penalty  of  your  rafluiefs.  Return 
•thanks,  therefwe,  to'  Providence, ,  for 
Slaving  fuch  a  fortunate  efcape,  and  do 
not  meanly  regret  the  lofs  of  a  woman 
•^hom  you  know  to  be  guilty,  when  you 
xould  fo  readily  gire  her  up  at  a  time 
^at  you  thought  her  innocence  in  a 
■manner  unquenionable.  Bnt  you  fee, 
'Harold,  that  innocence,  like  contrition, 
inay  be  eaiily  afFe6led ;  and  that  thofe 
may  feem  the  mod  fti-enuous  votaries  of 
virtue,  who  are  in  fa6t  the  leaft  unhap- 
py at  it*s  lofs. 

If  any  thing  new  fliould  occur  be- 
fore you  think  of  retwning  home,  you 
need  not  doubt  of  my  readinefs  to  com- 
municate it.  ,  Lady  Haveriham  is  ex- 
tremely affc^ed  with  Louifa's  beha- 
viour, but  attempts  very  little,  if  any 
ihing,  in  her  defence;  (he  lends  her 
beft  wiflies  to  you  by  this  letter,  and 
^Sefires  me  to  afUire  you,  that  (lie  is  as 
much  your  affectionate  After,  as  I  am 
•your  faithful  friend, 

C.Melmoth. 


lOUISA    MILDMAY* 


MISS 


LETTER      IV. 

HARRIOT     BEAUCLBRtK     TO 
HSR  MOTU&R. 


DEAR  MAMMA, 

ADiftrefs  of  a  more  piercing  nattitt 
than  ever  has  fallen  upon  this 
vnhappy  family.  You  will  fcarcely 
conceive,  and  I  have  fcarcely  power  to 
infocm  yoiii  that  my  •wreicbed  friend 


Mifs  Mildmay,  while  Lady  1 
was  down  here,  as  I  told  you  in  my  kdt 
letter,  fettling  ever  thing  to  our  wilhes^ 
and  reftoring  every  body  to  peaoe,  elop- 
ed from  Mrs.  Darners,  m  London, 
with  a  (Irange  gentleman,  in  a  chariot 
and  fix,  while  her  coufin  was  at  church  ; 
and  where  (he  is  gone  there  is'  no  like- 
lihood of  di (covering.  Mrs.  Darners 
account  of  this  affair  reached  us  this 
morning ;  and  from  the  pain  which  I 
know  your  own  worthy  heart  will  feel 
on  this  melancholy  occafion,  you  may 
eafily  imagine  what  an  efieft  it  had  on 
her  poor  father  and  niother,  upon  her 
brother,  and  myfelf.  I  would,  if  pof- 
iible,  have  kept  it  from  the  colonel,  as 
I  thought  the  knowledge  of  fo  fatal  an 
accident  might  materially  retard  his  re- 
covery. But  Mr.  Mildmay*s  rage  was 
too  violent,  and  the  venerable  lady*s 
angui^  too  exceffive,  to  admit  of  fuck 
a  falutaij  fecrefy ;  fo  that,  in  lefs  than 
-five  minutes,  he  was  made  acquainted 
with  the  minuteft  circumftances  |  and 
the  agitation  of  his  mind  has  been  fo 
prodfgious  ever  fmcc,  that  his  phyG- 
cians  begin  to  be  apprehenfive  about  the 
confequences. 

Indeed,  my  dear  mamma,  I  am  in- 
expreflibJy  wretched  from  the  part  which 
I  am  to  a£l  in  the  general  calamity. 
Everybody  turns  to  me  for  confolation, 
when  my  own  bofom  is  torn  with  a 
thouf^ind  diftreffes,  and  expefls  that  I 
(hould  be  able  to  adminiftef  comfort, 
when  I  am  equally,  if  not  more  mift- 
rabie  myfelf.  You,  my  deaieft  mammsr, 
muft  foothe  my  afflictions :  you  mnft 
enable  me,  by  the  magnanimity  of  yoar 
example,  and  the  wi&om  of  your  ad- 
vice, to  bear  up  a^inft  this  unezpeft- 
ed  ftroke  of  misfortune,  which  now 
fa) is. on  me  yi-'ith  an  aggravated  heavi- 
nefs,  as  it  comes  in  the  hour  of  my  ut- 
molt  fecurity,  and  invades  me  in  the 
moft  u  n  fu  rpeA  i  ng  momen  t  of  my  hopes. 
I  was  feading  my  imagination,  Ma- 
dam, with  numbeHefs  profpefls  of  fu- 
ture felicity,  and  preparing  my  heart 
for  nothing  but  uappinefs  and  TOU} 
when,  alas !  the  golden  fcene  is  inftant- 
lyraviAied  from  my  eyes,  and  the  whole 
void  as  inibntly  filled  Up  with  diiap* 
pointment  and  defpair  1 

When  I  confider  this  uoaccoantable 
flep  of  Looifu's,  I  am  lo((  in  aerplexitjr 
and  doubt.  Mrs.  DameVs  letter  ao- 
^jualnts  us  that  flie  went  away  of  her 
9wn  accord ;  that  (he  V9t  optcsrried  off 
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« 


by  foitCy  but  that  ftkt  abfohitdv  elotf • 
^ ;  and  the  maid  even  defcribts  the 
^ntleman  with  whom  ike  went»  as  a 
ull  handfbme  man,  di'eiTed  in  brown, 
richly  laced  with  gold  i  (he  fays  alfo, 
thai  he  was  a  very  ^ir  man,  and  wore  a 
bob-wig.  All  this  is  mighty  odd.  I 
have  known  hfcr  from  her  infancy  up$ 
have  fliared  every  fccret  of  her  heart, 
and  nevei-  conceived  that  flie  entertained 
the  leaft  affe^lion  for  any  body  but  Sip 
Kobert  Harold.  Him  it  cannot  be,  as 
by  Mr.  Melmoth^s' account  he  fct  out 
for  Holland  the  moment  after  the  un- 
happy duel  between  him  and  tiie  colo- 
nel {  and,  beiides,  he  has  a  complexion 
rem^kably  black,  and  wears  his  own 
hair.  When  I  put  all  tbefe  things  to- 
gether, my  dear  mamma,  I  am  afto- 
niflied.  Louifa  would  hardly  go  off 
with  a  man  for  whom  Hie  felt  no  aflfec- 
tion  i  and  the  whole  tenor  of  her  life 
has  been  fo  generoufly  frank  and  open, 
and  fo  repugnant  to  every  thing  like 
hypocrify  or  aiti/icc,  that  I  could  ftakt 
my  exigence  Sir  Kobert  is  the  only  man 
for  whom  (he  cherifhed  a  favourable 
(entinr)ent.  Befides,  Madam,  if  yuu  were 
to  fee  the  letter  which  (he  lent  her  mo- 
ther, you  would  be  fatisfied  that,  not- 
witbHanding  her  unhappy  lapi'e  with 
that  gentlemnn,  (lie  is  infinitely  above 
the  appearance  of  di/Timulation.  Her 
eiror  is  there  acknowledged  in  fuch  for- 
cible terms,  and  lamented  with  fuch  a 
fenfe  of  unextenuaiing  penitence,  that 
her  faults  almoU  tender  her  amiable, 
and  the  only  einoti*  ns  which  we  feel  ai*e 
thoi'e  of  pity  and  admiration. 

For  tbefe  reaibns,  I  am  poHtive  my 
amiable  friend  c^n  be  no  way  depraved 
in  her  principles  i  yet,  on  the  other 
hand,  Mrs.  Darnel  is  a  woman  of 
known  ibbriety  and  character  $  is  re- 
ceived amon^  people  of  the  (irft  diliinc- 
tion,  in  conlequence  of  h^r  good  beha- 
viour I  and  (he  mentions  Lou ifa's  elope* 
roent  with  fo  poiitive  a  degree  of  cer- 
tainty, that  there  can  be  no  pofTiblity  of 
difputing  the  fa^.  God  grant  that  this 
contradiction  may  be  happily  reconciled ! 
My  own  ibul  is  not  dearer  in  my  efti- 
mation  than  the  happinefsof  MifsMild- 
muy  i  and  I  do  not  know  that  I  could 
be  able  to  furvive  any  inftance  of  her 
premeditated  unworthinefs.*— Premedi- 
tated unworthinefs  I  No,  my  ever  ami- 
able Louiia!  you  are  incapable  of  a 
deliberate  guilty  and  the  baie  I'uppo* 


fitkm  would  be  a  blt&hemj  againft  tl» 
purity,  of  our  mutual  aiFe6Uon.  Thft 
^neart  which  can  quellion  the  virtue  of  a 
friend  till  it  argues  upon  abfolute  con* 
vidlion,  is  a  traitor  to  the  caufe  of  ami- 
ty :  the  nioft  alarming  appearance  (hould 
never  fliake  the  confidtnce  of  our  friend- 
(hip ;  and  though  in  evet7  thing  elfe  a 
nice  combination  of  accidents  may  juf- 
tify  a  doubt,  yet  here  we  ought  never 
to  hefltate  upon  circumftances,  nor  to 
leiTcn  in  our  regards  till  conje6lure  it 
evidently  loft  in  certainty. 

Thefe  arguments,  my  dear  mamma^ 
I  have  repeatedly  urged  in  the  prelent 
date  of  things  to  the  good  Mrs.  Mild- 
may;  but  (he  fliakes  her  head  when  I 
want  her  to  reduce  the  precept  into 
pra^icej  and,  while  the  large  drops 
cour(e  one  another  down  her  venerable 
checks,  (he  tells  inethefcminientfoundt 
prettily  enough  upon  the  ear,  but  is  lit- 
tle calculated  to  convince  the  under  (land  r 
ing.  I  wifli,  my  dear  mam  ma^  you  could 
come  over  to  us ;  there  never  was  a  great- 
er necelfity  for  your  fupporting  prefcncp 
than  now.  Mrs.  Mildinay  (lems  in  a 
very  declining  way,  and  her  fituaiioa 
alarms  me  the  moie  (Irongly,  as  (he 
does  every  think  in  her  power  to  put 
on  an  air  of  the  utmoil  coinpofuie  and 
fcrcnity. 

As  you,  my  dear  mamma,  arc  one  of 
thofe  excellent  women  who  bring  up  a 
daughter  rather  in  a  flate  of  rcCpe^ful 
fajniliarity  with  vou,  than  endeavour  to 
elTaoli/h  an  authority  by  keeping  l^e^ 
in  a  diitant  degree  of  abjefl  lubjeafon  j 
as  you  are  generous  enouglv  to  receive 
thafi;  inllanccs  of  confidence  as  a  fdvo\xCp 
which  you  can  command  as  a  right,  and 
can  blend  all  the  icndernefs  of  the  parent 
with  all  the  freedom  of  the  friend;  I  am 
enabled  to  talk  to  you  on  a  fubjefl 
which  few  young  women  ever  caifi  to 
mention  to  a  mother,  though  a  mother*^ 
car  is  the  properell  by  much  for  a  bud- 
nefs  of  fuch  importance. 

You  have  often,  my  dear  Mad:nn# 
kindly  hinted  your  apprehenfion,  that 
the  merits  of  Colonel  Mildmay  were 
making^  too  deep  an  imprefTion  on  my 
heart;  and  that  I  fhould  by  all  means 
refill  every  impulfe  of  a  tender  nature 
in  his  favour,  as  there  was  but  too 
much  red£pn  to  apprehend  that  the  dif- 
parity  of  our  fortunes  would  be  a  ma- 
.teriai  bar  to  our  union,  notwith (land ing 
the  harmony  I'ubililing  fo  long  betweeii 


OUT  i^tto  TvinBict  •  zouriwlYtcCy  wf  vhit» 
Honoured  mwtMtatf  Twav  convinced  wa» 
l^trfeaiy  tuft{  nemtlielcfs— but  ^hy 
ikould  I  tnhodc  of  concealing  any  tiring 
from  tny  beflf  fHfend,  from  the  only 
[^onin  thewbrldj  ^i^by  naturd  and 
irtclinatkm  mtii(  Ve  die  readieft  to  re- 
j([>iceat  mrfetidty,  or  to  partidpfte  in 
ttiy  diftreft  ?  Yet,  Nf  adam^  I  muft'  own» 
in  ipite  of  all'  your  judieibus  precau- 
tions, my  lieart  was  inftniiiAy  enga|edy 
ind  I  loved  befcire  I  was  aware  timt 
tlie  colonel  bad  any  otlier  place  in  my 
afVeflion  than  what  was  due  to  tfaebro* 
ther  of  Louifa*  You»  Madam,  I  am 
(bre,  muft  have  feen,  upon  feveral  occa- 
lions,  what  anaukward  conftraint  I  have 
laboured  under  when  I  have  been  in  his 
company.  Your  penetration  could  not 
be  eluded,  though  I  then  fondly  thought 
itobody  could  fee  into  my  fentiments, 
ftfid  piqued  myfelf  upon  the  addrefs 
,  widi  which  I  behai^  in  fo  very  critical 
a  fituation. 

Indeed,  the  refpe^ful  tendemeft  with 
which  the  colonel  all  along  treated  me 
contributed  rtot  a  little  to  rai<e  him  in 
my  eileem.  Upon  a  thoufand  little  oc- 
iBafions  be  gave  me  proof  of  his  good 
ppinion,  though  he  never  made  me  the 
mod  dift^nt  tender  of  his  heart  \  but 
fudging  of  his  fentiments  by  mj  own, 
or  pombly  believing,  becaufe  I  wiflied  it 
might  be  fo,  that  he  really  faw  me  with 
more  than  a  common  degree  of  friend- 
jOiip^  I  fuffered  the  flame  imperceptibly 
to  fpread,  and  was  folicitoos  only  of 
concealing  my  vtreaknefs  from  his  obfer* 
vation !  but  matters,  Madam,  have  at 
Jaft  come  to  (bmething  of  a  crifisy^and  I 
nave  the  fatisfaftion  ofkfowa^  that  my 
tendernefs  is  at  leaft  returned,  whether 
i  am  ever  blefled  with  the  obje^  of  it,  or 
inot. 

The  fecond  day  after  the  coloners 
Voraiiig  down  wounded,  before  he  was 

gt  pronounced  out  of  danger,  he  ient 
s  compliments  to  me,  and  begged  I 
Would  favour  him  with  a  viiit,  as  he  had 
ibmething  of  importknce  to  acquaint  me 
with.  The  light  in  which  I  was  confiddr- 
Cd  by  every  body  in  the  family,  joined 
to  the  nature  of  h^  fituation,  would 
have  made  it  afleftation  to  the  laft  de* 
^e  had  I  not  immediately  cooiplied 
with  his  requeft.  I  therefore  went,  and 
tile  attendants  hems  ordered  out  of  the 
room,  be  begeed  of  me  to  feat  myfelf 
.tlofe  to  the  bed-fide  j  wfacre^taking  tioM 
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<yf  my  liitid»  old  dbMfg  1  ^iMfM  nm: 
be  oiftnded  at  virliis  \mmm  going  to  iaf , 
he  went  on  to  tiie  folbwiiig  parpoit. 
*  TIte  diftnUb  oi  my  mind,  sod  the 
anguilh  of  my  wouild»  rendering  my 
recovery  extvenely  precarious,  Ihavd 
presumed,  Mifs  Beauclerfc^  to  b^  your 
ear  upon  a  fubjeft,  which,  thouell 
very  near  my  heart,  I  vM>uld  not,  m 
particular  reafont,  enter  upon,  vra* 
there  &  certainty  either  that  medidiie 
or  time  could  do  me  any  eflential  be* 
nefit«  At  it  is  thererore  doubtful 
how  long  I  roav  be  in  a  capacity  of 
delivering  myfelf  intelligibly,  I  nave 
determined  to  feiae  theprelent  oppor« 
tunity  of  opening  my  mmds  fince,vraa 
I  to  leave  the  world  without  telling 
you  how  dear  you  have  al waya  been  to 
my  foul,  my  parting  moments  vrould 
be  imbittered  with  an  anxiety  that 
muft  render  the  naturalglooiiiineft  of 
death  inconceivably  aflUftiiw.  Ohp 
Mifs  Beauderkl  from  the  Mt  mo- 
ment I  beheld  you,  young  as  we  both 
were,  I  loved  you.  Every  day,  as  you 
rofe  into  peHeftion,  I  felt  an  increafe 
of  paflion,  though  I  ftrove  to  conceal 
my  fentiments  very  carefully  from  the 
world,  as  I  faw  but  too  many  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  our  union,  had  [ 
even  merit  enough  to  folicit  with  a 
likelihood  of  fuccefs.  In  ihort.  Ma- 
dam,  I  found  my  father's  ambition 
was  utterly  unfavourable  to  my  hopesi 
and  I  faw  that  you  had  too  much 
dignity  of  difpoiition  to  come  into  a 
family  that  would  look  upon  your 
alliance  in  a  difagi^eeable  light,  or 
Ihew  a  lefs  regard  to  the  invaluable 
requiiittes  of  beauty  and  virtue,  than 
to  the  infinitely  meaner  circumlbncet 
of  anceftry  and  fooune.  Hide, 
Madam,  were  the  modves  of  my  ii- 
lence ;  and  filence,  however  mortify- 
ing in  my  fituation,  was  at  leaft  the 
moft  prudent  part,  if  it  was  not  tb^ 
moft  generous.  I  havealv*ays  looked 
with  deteftation  on  thofk  men,  who, 
though  they  were  confeious  of  fime 
family  conlideration  that  muftpieveirtt 
them  frpsB  accepting  the  honour  of  a 
lady*s>haf^,  were  neverthdefs  infokat 
enough, ^  ^r  cruel  enough,  to  aim  ic 
engaging  her  affiEJVioos.  On  thefe  ac- 
counu,  I  fay.  Madam,  bad  1  even 
reafoi^  to  think  you  would  have  blefled 
me  with  a  reci|^rocal  efteem,  I  had  a- 
Yoidcd  the  prtlumptioa  or  dw  baie* 

«  aafa 
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'MAoTt 


I  fittce^  at  thtiv 


'  was  BO  prafpcA  of  kading  jrou  into 

*  anjr  certam  nue  of  feiicity»  it  would 
'  be  hkhmy  itfelf  to  tktiik  oiF  plungiof 

*  you  into  diftseft.* 

O,  mamma !  what  a  mind  hat  thia 
•un!  Hen,  however,  he  wat  obliged 
to  teft  bimfelf  a  little^  while  the  «ioJ|r 
nply  I  could  make  wat  with  my  teart. 

After  a  pau(e  of  ibme  moflMntt,  he 
TCluraed  the  aflefting  Aibjeft*  and  thua 
continued  hit  dilcourfe.  *  I  do  not  now» 
ay  ever  adorable  Mift  Bcauclcrk^ 
meanly  iotendy  by  an  addreft  to  yoor 
generofity,  to  make  any  intereft -with 
your  heart*  Your  eAeMa  I  Ihould  be 
pcoud  of  peftflingi  hut  thus  hofei^ 
iBgp  aa  I  may  fay,  on  the  verge  of 
eiefiiity,  I  ihould  be  forry*  for  your 
own  lake,  was  I  honouifd  with  your 
love.  May  that,  Madamt  be  lelorved 
far  fomt  fortunate  man^  whole  merits 
are  fofficient  to  jutltfv  your  choice, 
and  whofe  fitoation  will  not  create  any 
impediments  in  the  road  of  yourhap- 
piMa.  Had  I  been  deftioed  for  fuch 
a  bleffing !— ^ut  why  do  I  hanow  up 
my  own  nffeAion,  or  wound  your 
fimfibility  f  I  know  the  inefiable  iweet- 
ne&  of  that  temper,  and  have  ften 
numbcrlefs  occafions  where  a  tale  of 
calamity  has  deluged  it  in  tsars. 
Prom  an  ungenerous  ]amentation«  I 
fliall  therefore  proceed  to  bufinefs; 
and  if  I  can  but  gain  yonr  acquief- 
eence  to  a  laft  requcft,  the  hand  of 
Death  will  lie  hfjtA  upon  my  biowi, 
and  I  tiail  go  out  of  the  world  in  a 
comparative  ftale  of  contem.* 
Oh,  my  dear  mamma !  how  I  trem- 
bled at  the  folemoity,  the  tendcmtfs  of 
his  m»Bner«-«lhe  dangerous  extremity 
to  which  I  fiiw  htm  reduced !  In  Aiort, 
as  he  btmfelf  phrafed  it,  very  happily,  the 
df&ne€cs  of  his  mind,  and  the  snguiAi 
of  his  wound,  interefted  me  io  raudi 
in  his  favonr,  that  J  never  tboogbt  of 
inierrapting  him;  but  continued  one 
paffive  hand  all  the  time  in  his,  the 
other  bdn^  employed  in  holding  up  my 
haiUUkercihMf  lo  my  eyes,  whioh  were  Ity 
mis  time  quite  red,  and  fwoUen  wiih 
Bvy  eaiiotion.  After  another  pau/e  to 
reoover  ftrength  he  thus  went  on. 
*  The  reoueft  which  I  have  to  make, 

*  my  dear  Miis  Beauc^k,  may,  per- 
<  iMa,  be  ioeonfifteot  ^nviA  your  very 

*  rannod  notions  of  deUcacy ;  but  con* 
.*  €der  that  fiHoe  indotgences  are  iiue  to 
^fow«fiacnds«,aai«iAtI  jun  eotitied 


to  ^mr  good  «iAiii»4ko«^  I  have  i|» 

daim  to  your  lovOf  hydMfe  wilhii» 

thcrafiwe,  by  the  genrnfidr  of  yomr 

tMnpsr,  by  all  your  c^gards  in  thia 

world,  and  by  dl  yovr  hopes  in  the 

next,  I  conjuiu  you  to  oblige  mo. 

Oh,  Harriot!  I  would  diefbryou'l 

Shew  me  therefore  one  little  nsarfc  of 

eftcsroi  aod^asatokenofyovrfriend- 

ihip,  only  accept  oi  this  paper  t  it  ii 

nnmftruQient  whlsh  has  bean  cmcui^ 

ed  above  two  years  I  andtbvallthat^ 

holy,  whsthar  you  accMor  it  or  no^ 

it  0iall  never  be  revoked  !* 

Oh,  goodGod!  my  dear  mannia»  k 

was  his  wilU4iis  Willi  Had  the  «i8w 

veflehaen  ofoed  ma»  J  could  not  touch 

it.  My  ftniibitityaow  became  audiUn 

I  quite  lobbed,  yet,  fcarcely  knowing 

what  I  did.  I  diiengi^  my  hand  fiom 

his,  and  falling  down  upon  my  Juieia 

by  the  bed-fide,  cried  out,  <  O  fpam 

*  m^  Sir  I  fpam  mel  this  is  to  muchf 

*  indeed  it  is  1*  at  the  iame  time  fiolN 
>ngmy  face  upon  the  bad-ck^ths,  whol. 
}y  unable  to  look  up,  aa  if  I  waa^it. 
Kious  of  fome  manifeft  mipropriety. 
To  be  fnie.  Madam,  h  vras  vary  wrong 
in  roe  to  let  .him  lee  how  much  1  waa 
diftrefled.  But  what  could  I  do  f  Con* 
iider  his  tenderncfs  for  mS|  and  dliea 
think  of  his  melancholy  fituatioo  t  hi 
ihort,  my  ever-revered  ■yunma*  couiider 
alfo  that  I  bad  ientiments  of  a  fofter 
nature  than  gratitude  or  fiieud(bip  to 
occafion  my  agitation,  and  ^then  you 
will  be  much  moie  apt.  to  pity  iban  to 
condemorit. 

The  cokmel,  Madam^iaemed  greatly 
affeftcd  by  my  emotion  |  and,  by  endea- 
vouring to  affift  OM  up,  oocafioned  me 
to  rUe  confiderablv  iboner  than  what 'I 
would  have  done  had  he  onde  ufe  of 
the  moll  camelt  entreaties  {  for  the  mo* 
ment  I  found  him  excrtiftt  himfelf  to 
that  purpofe,  X  BecoHefbyThis  wound, 
and  was  inftantly  in  my  former  fitua- 
tion,  notwtthiVaMiing  my  cheeky  were 
viCbi^  0udded  over  with  teait,  and 
sptwithl^anding  my  perturbation  was  (b 
CPCceiTtve  as  to  fumifli  a  man  of  his  fine 
fcnfc  with  Ibme  reafonable  fuipicions  of 
Ihc  caufc.  Be  this  as  it  moy,  he  prelTsd 
my  hand  to  his  Ups  with  anairotinejt- 
prrffible  tendemeft;  and,  apologiaiag 
for  the  HOcaEnefs  which  he  had  given 
roe,  he  continued  to  enforce  his  requeft^ 
with  fo  much  vehemence,  and  to  declare 
in  fo  pofitive  a  manner,  that  he  could 
-.Beyer  snioy  a  moment's  peace  unlcfs  I 
H%  *  gratiBcd 
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mtilied  fitm  in  (his  point,  that  I  told 
Aim  I  would  ;Cottfider  the  matter  a  little 
farther,  and  give  liim  an  anfwer  in  two 
or  three  days.     «  Two  or  three  days, 

•  Harriett  4*  replied  he,  with  a  mixture 
of  forrow  and  furprize;  <  two  or  three 

days!  Suppofe  that  in  this  time  I 
ihould  foe  taken  off,  your  anlwer  then 
will  be  a  little  of  the  lateft,  and  I  (hall 
go  out  of  the  world  without  my  prin- 
cipal confolation.  The  thing  and  the 
time  require  an  immediate  determina- 
tion I  and  my  reafon  for  mentioning  it 
to  you  at  all,  is  to  prevent  the  ra(hne(^ 
of  yourgeneroiity.  I  knowthat^  (hould 
I  die  without  exacting  a  facred  pro* 
i^ife  from  you  to  enjoy  yourfelf  this 
}aft  little  mark  of  my  affe^ion,  you 
would  think  it  an  indifpenfible  obli- 
gation to  give  every  thing  back  to  my 
family.  But  my  family  is  already  too 
rich  for  it's  own  happinefs;  and,  if  I 
am  to  be  remoVed,  will  have  ftill  lefs 
occafion  for  it*s  extraordinary  opu- 
lence.' Promife^  therefore,  Harriot  j 
folennnly  promife,  in  the  prefence  of 
that  God  who  fees  with  how  aching 
a  fei^fe  of  tendernefs  I  Jove  you,  that 
f  you  wil!^  according  to  the  true  pur- 
f  port  of  my  requeft,  accept  of  this  tcf- 

•  tament.  In  it  I  have^ot  forgot  fome 
proper  remembrances  for  my  father 
and  mother ;  and,  becaufe  I  knew  you 
would  receive  more  pleafure  on  that 
account}  I  haye  not  ordered  any  era- 
fure  to  be  made  in  an  article  that  re- 
lates ^o  ^he  wretched  Louifa.  Talk- 
ing, my  dear  Mifs  Beauclerk,  I  find, 

f  becomes  inconvenient  to  me.  Indulge 
f  me)  therefore,  atoi)ce,  and  confider, 
f  that  to  be  generous  upon  fome  occa- 
f  fions  maybe  tl^e  htgheii  intUnce  of 
f  barbarity.? 

Whether  I  was  right  or  wrong,  my 
dear  mamma,  you  mult  determines  but, 

iinable  to  refift  his  folicitations  any 
onger,  I  took  the  paper  with,  a  reluc- 
tant hand  I  and,  in  my  confufion  put- 
ting it  Itito  ipy  bofom  ihftead  of  my 
pocket,  the  colonel  feemed  tranfported 
at  the  action,  ki^cdmyhand  a  thOufand 
times,  and  declared  he  could  no\v  quit 
the  \^orld  with'  content.  AH  the  time 
I  was  fmking  under  a  load  oi  eqqal 
iiukwardnefs  and  anxiety,  till  the  lur- 
geons  happily  coming  in,  gave  me  an 
ppportunity  of  retiring,  ami  unlading 
^tt  fulnefs  of  my  heart  in  a  frelh  (hower 
pfteriri." 
'  Tii^  goo4  Iy{rs,  Mildmayi  kaowbg 


that  I  had  been  a  conddeirable  while  in 
the  coloncrs^apartment,  came  up  to  my 
room;  and,  finding  my  eyes  extremely 
red,  fhe  threw  her  kind  arms  round  my 
neck,  and  calling  me  by  the  tendei^ft 
appellations  you  can  conceive ;  told  me 
(he  had  been  long  fenfible  that  her  foA 
was  pallionately  in  love  with  me,  and 
that  (he  alfo  had  been  long  fenfible,  not- 
withftandiiig  my  delicate  referve,  (fo  (he 
was  pleafed  to  lay)  thfic  I  confidercd  hira 
with  an  eye  of  attc^ion.  *  But,  my 
<  fweet  girl,  my  dear  Harriot/  conti- 
nued ihe,  finding  me  diilrefi'ed  ind  a- 
ftonidied  at  this  informaiion,  '  do  not 

*  imagine  I  have  feen  this  mutual  re- 
'  §ard  with  any  other  regiiet,  but  my 

*  fear  that  Mr.  Mildmay  would  not  be 

*  propitious  to  the  happinefs  of  his  fon: 

*  tor  my  own  part,  I  am  fo  convinced 

*  of  your  worth,  that  the  colonel  has 
f  an  additional  (hare  in  my  regard  ot» 
«  accountof  his  attachment  to  you  ;  and, 

*  could  I   but  prevail  upon  his  father, 

*  I  fliould  dill  b^ve  a  daughter  no  left 

*  dear  in  my  eftimation  than  the  mife- 

*  rabic  Louifa.      But,-  mv   love,    thf* 

*  family-pride  To  runs  away  with  my 
«  poor  Mr.  Mildmay's  good  fenfe,  that 

*  I  dt'fpair  of  making  hrm  iacrifice  thfe 

*  r^ggeltions  of  his  vanity  to  the  ienti- 

*  ment$  of  his  i-eafon :  his  mind  ha^ 
f  been  always  taken  up  with  an  idea  of 

*  making  his  children  gi*eat ;  and,  folm 
f  could  gain  them  an  empty  title,  he 

*  paid  but  little  consideration  to  what 

*  might  fccure  their  felicity.' 

And  thus,  my  dear  mamma,  are  mat- 
ters at  prefent  fituated ;  and  thus,  all  the 
time  that  I  have  been  fuppoiing  my  af- 
fection for  the  colonel  a  iccret,"  this  ex- 
cellent woman  has  ieeq  into  the  mo(t 
latent  recclTes  of  my  heart,  and  even 
kii)dly  fympathized  with  my  anxiety. 
You  may  be  fure,  Madani,  that,  after 
this  exceOive  goodnefs  had  a  little  em- 
boldened me,  I  made  her  acquainte4 
with  every  circumltance  which  paflcd 
with  the  colonel,  though  I  fcarcly  knew 
how  to  mention  the  a&ir  of  the  will,  a$ 
I  thought  ihe  might  fancy  me  on  thaf 
account  an  enemy,  though  an  iavolun* 
taiy  one,  to  the  intereft  of  her  family. 
Buf  Mrs.  Mildmay,  Madam,  is  a  coun- 
terpart of  yourfelf;  (lie  has  a  foul  inca- 
pable of  liltening  to  any  little  coniidera- 
tions,  and  obferves  the  pra£tice  of  ge- 
nerofity  too  much  in  her  own  cpndu6l 
not  to  love  it  in  other  people's.  As  I 
vreia^on  with  my  ftory.lhe  wasf|;iafla- 
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ttly  affe^cd;  her  heart  labouredi  and 
her  eye  rofe  in  pcifcft  unifon  to  mine  5 
and,  upon  the conclufion  of  my  naira- 
tnre,  *  Harriot/  faid  flic,  *  the  more  I 
^  know  you,  the  more  I  wifli  you  for 

*  my  daughter !     My  fon  h»«  plcafed 

*  me  exceedingly  by  his  conduft  on  this 

*  occafion  ;  and  I  think  you  would  have 

*  aftcil  rather  below  the  dignity  of  your 

*  chancer,  had  you  not  condefcendcd 

*  to  oblige  him}  but,  not  with  (landing 

*  the  little  likelihood  of  prefent  appear- 

*  ances,  I  haw  ye^  a  dawn  of  hope  which 
<  beams  acroTs  my  bofom,  and  affures 

*  me  you  (hall  one  day  be  happy  with 

*  the  colonel.  Had  the  unfortunate 
«  Lpuifa — ^but  why  do  I  afflict  myfclf 

*  with  recoUefling  a  creature  who  now 

*  has  really  diflionoured  us  ?  Her  fcan- 
«  dalous  elopement,  in  the  very  moment 
«  of  her  fecming  penitence,  argoes  an 
'  uncommon   turpitude  of    fentiment, 

*  and  (hews  that  her  firtt  indilcretion 

*  was  not  fo  much  the  confequcnce  of 

*  an  extravagant  tcndemefs  for  her  lov- 

*  er,  as  the  refult  of  her  natural  dcpra- 

*  vity.     God  will,    I  hope,    however, 

*  forgive  the  unhappy  wretch  her  guilt, 

*  and  mercifully  decline  to  fwell  the 

*  enornjity  of  her   crime,    by  putting 

*  down  her  death  to  my  account.' 
My  unhappy  Louifa  !-*-You  may  be 

furc,  my  dear  mamma,  I  did  what  I 
poflibly  could  to  alleviate  the  diftreffcs 
of  the  venerable  Mrs.  Mildmay,  at  the 
fame  time  that  I  faid  every  thing  which 
could  extenuate  the  feeming  milbeha* 
viour  of  my  friend.  The  good  old  lady 
feemed  willing  to  catch  at  any  twig  of 
probability  which  might  keep  her  hopes 
entirely  from  fmking  j  but,  alas!  the 
fatal  force  of  appearances  I'en  Jering  the 
very  (Irongeft  quite  unequal  to  the  taflc, 
flie  changed  the  converlation,  and  aflced 
me  if  I  had  any  fcruple  10  (hew  her  th; 
coIonePs  will.  I  replied,  that  I  could 
have  no  fcruole  to  fliew  her  any  thing, 
as  i  was  fenhble  ihe  could  never  have  a 
deftrethat  was  not  founded  on  the  ltri£t- 
ett  propriety ;  and  therefore  immediately 
produced  it  from   my  bofom.      *  My 

*  dear,*  faid  ihe,  •  you  are  very  good : 

*  and  yet,  be  affured  I  fhould  not  make 
<  this  requeft  on  any  account,  was  I  not 

*  convinced  that^you  wiih  as  cordially 

*  as  myfelf  that  the  teftator's  lecovery 
f  may  prevent  the  will  from  being  ever 
'  carried  into  execution.* 

*  Indeedy  Madam,'  returned  I  — 
f  l^mkit,'  interrupted  ihe^  *  let  minds 


*  that  doubt  each  other*!  ctndoorl>reak 

*  out  into  profeilions  of  regard,  snd 

*  fenti mental  exclamations  I  it  it  bek>w 

*  us,  however,  my  love,  to  enter  into  a 

*  vindication  of  our  motives,  fince  anjF 

*  argument  to  prove  them  juft  wooWl 

*  be  tacitly  to  acknowledge  that  it  wu 

*  poflible  for  them  to  be  otherwife.  We 
^  will  not,  my  deareft  girl,  even  wrong 

*  the  reAitude  of  our  own  prindplet  by 
'  implication,  nor  be  the  firft  to  deny 

*  ourlelves  that  merit  which  hat  beca 

*  hitherto  granted  us   by  every  body 

*  elfe.*  So  faying,  (he  opened  the  wilip 
which  is  very  ihort,  containing  little 
more  than  a  general  reafon  for  the  €o> 
lonePs  appointing  me  his  heir  $  and  leav* 
ing  a  mmiature  of  himfelf  kt  in  dia* 
monds  to  his  mother  $  his  horfes,  arms, 
and  watch,  to  his  father;  his  library 
to  Louifa }  a  diamond  ring  to  yourleK; 
fome  trifling  remembrances  to  other 
friends  $  and  bis  cloaths  and  about  tw0 
hundred  pounds  among  the  fervantt. 

Short  as  the  will  was,  my  dear  mtm? 
ma,  I  could  fcarcely  ttand  the  (hock  or 
reading  it :  there  is  fomething  fo  awful 
in  a  will,  you  know,  even  where  one*s 
felf  is  not  concerned  j  but  when  it  it 
made  by  a  perlbn  for  whom  one  cnter<r 
tains  an  efteem,  when  a  partiality  it 
abfolutely  (hewn  in  one's  own  favooTt 
and  when  there  it  another  perfon  by^  ^ 
who  is  infinitely  more  entitled  to  a  pie* 
ference,  it  mult  be  inexpreffibly  dtftrcfl'- 
ing  to  us,  if  we  are  not  wholly  diveftcd 
of  fentiment  and  delicacy.  You  caa* 
not  therefore  imagine  my  confuiioOf 
when  I  found  the  colonel  bad  left  me 
two  thou  (and  pounds  in  money,  the 
magnificent  fervice  of  plate  which  had 
been  his  godfather  Harley's,  and  the 
Buckinghamilrire  ettate,  which  is  feven 
hundred  pounds  a  year^  and  which  wat 
formerly  his  great- aunt  Ingoldiby't. 
Mrs.  Mildmay  law  my  anxiety,  and 
kindly  pitied  it;  reftoring  me  the  pa- 
per, and  acknowledging  ihe  had  been  to 
blame  in  fuffering  her  curiofity  to  carry 
her  fo  far.  *  But,  my  dear  Harriot,* 
faid  (he,  '  a  mothei-  will  pay  but  little 

*  attention    to    decorum  m  any  thing 

*  which  concerns  the  condufl  of  her 

*  children.*  After  this  we  had  a  long 
conrerfation  about  the  colonel,  in  wliich 
Mrs.  Mildmay  feemed  lb  highly  pleaf« 
ed  with  his'  behaviour  to  me,  that  I  wat 
fomewhat  re-aifured,  and  had  freili  op- 
portunities of  admiring  the  greatnefs  of 
her  ^erofity.     Notwithft»xdi|i^  this» 


ibe.4tiuiiii)biraidf  iht  mU  imideic^ 
iHc  ^XQcfiiiicIx  aukwardt  till  we  were 
Aattoml  m'iftk  Some  ceruin  hopes  of  the 
itookad^cecov^ejry.  From  that  raoment 
I  bmtlied  a  fraer  air,  and  confidered 
mjkH  at  left  An  interloper  in  the  fami- 
ij.  Heaa  nowy  thank  God,  in  a  venr 
me  way,  .and  has  borne  tKe  fraftk  fliock 
nf  hia(nABr>  abrupt  departure  with  a 
inuch  gnealer  ihare  of  fortitude  than 
^oiild  beiCxpcAed. 

And  AOffTt  ny  dear  mamiaa^  how  do 
you  do  ^  And  what  do  you  fky  to  the 
JDokine&  of  y^rgirlf  in  thus  preAim- 
4fig.to.talk  £0  you  upon  fuch  a  .point  as 
4iie  foregoinff  fubjeift  ?  Do  you  con- 
demn brr  of  tementy^  or  approve  her 
Sot  «andottr  f  Do  you  imag|tne  that  ihe 
Jias  grown  forward  on  your  indulgence^ 
or  do  you  think  that  (he  has  made  only  a 
proper  ufe  of  your  tendemefs»and  treat- 
ed you  with  the  openneTs  which  is  dou- 
irlyyourdue^  from  the  cloieners^f  your 
reMtion,  and  the  greatnefs  of  your  in- 
dulgence ?  I  wiih  I  knew  your  fenti- 
anents ;  for,  as  you  hare  always  fludied 
.to  anticipate  ^«J  defire  m  mtne»  I 
Should  be  a  monfter  indeed,  if  I  he(i. 
4atcd  but  an  inft^nt  to.comply  with  your 
ioclinationt.  The  whole  family  hese, 
any  dear  mamma»  are  impatient  to  fee 
^ou.  Mra.  Mildmay  longs,  fli£  fays, 
^  talk  with  you  about  the  4;olQnel,  and 
you  know  who.  The  old  gentleman 
rmatedly  tdU  me,  that  the  ya)ue  of  a 
.fnand  it  only  to  be  experienced  in  the 
4ayof  adveriityj  and  the  colonel  hopes 
.tiiat  nothing  at  the  Hall  has  given  you 
any  cauic  of  difguft.  Come  to  us,  then, 
dear  Madam,  for  your  company  'i« 
creatly  wanted,  and  by  none,  you  may 
believe,  So  much  as  your  daughtei-.  The 
colonert  tendemefs  oppreiTes  me$  the 
amiable  Louifa*6  fate  dikra&s  me;  and 
Mrs.  Mildmay's  goocioefs  is  infupport- 
nble.  Come,  then«  Madam,  to  my  ref- 
cuet  The  arms  of  maternal  affefiion  are 
always  fraught  with  peace  $  and  if  they 
bring  comfort  in  proportion  to  their  be-  . 
nignity,  who  is  fo  likely  to  receive  the 
balm  of  confolation  as  your  ever  duti- 
ful and  affeSiionate  daughter, 

Harriot  Bbauclbj^k. 

•p.  S.  When  I  write  to  my  dear 
mamma,  I  never  know  where  to 
kave  jOfF.  I  ihould  have  told  you 
that  Butler,  a  very  fenfible  fellow, 
•who  it  fervant  to  the  colonel,  bjis 
|>een  6nt  away  to  London,  to  make 
a  minute  enquiry  at  Mrs.  Darners^ 
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in  9latt9p  lo  L^tiGi.  Ood  grant  tlir 
lipneft  m«n  mav  fuccfledj  fyr^  i 
fneiKlfiiip  it  liable  to  be  att^Kkd 
with  fuch  angutdi  as  I  ftsel  ppo» 
this  dear,  but  unfortumite  gjH^t  «c* 
count,  I  muft,  for  the  future,  a- 
void  every  acquaintance  with  the 
moft  amiable  part  of  my  icx,  jfor 
fear  of  being  plun|;e4  intQ  -conti- 
nual  calamitwt. 


L  E  T  T  B  R    V. 

tIR  1t#BBRT  HAROLD   TO  CHARLf^ 
MEI.MOTH,  BS<;^ 

VIBMNA,  AUGUST  2* 

IT  is  in  vain,  my  dearMelmotb,  I 
find,  for  your  unfortunate  friend  to 
continue  any  longer  abroad  :  the  change 
of  country  m  .no  manner  t^nds  to  alle- 
viate the  diftrefles  of  his  bofom,  nor 
erafet  in  tlpe  ieaft  the  form  of  that  ami* 
able  wretch,  that  Mifs  Mildmay,  from 
his  iTcolIeflion.  If  poiTible,  flie  giv« 
him  every  moment  an  additional  pangf 
and,  till  he  becomes  utterly  deprived 
both  of  memoiy  and.fenfe,  he  moft  feel 
the  Oiarpeft  aBi£lion  on  her  account. 

In  reality,  Charles,  though  it  is  now 
twelve  mondis  fmce  the  infamous  flight 
of  that  unfortunate  girl,  I  am  rather 
more  wretched  than  ever !  She  it  con- 
.tinually  prefent  to  my  imagination  j  and 
J  find,  in  fpite  of  my  pride  and  my  rea- 
Ton,  that  (he  holdt  an  abiblute  empire 
ever  my  heart,  and  that  I  muft  sftualhr 
ccafe  to  live  before  I  can  a^lually  c^ot 
to  love  her.  Do  not  defpife  me,  how- 
ever, my  dear  Melmoth.  I  blnfll  for 
my  own  baCenefs,  in  fuffiering  the  aban- 
doned woman  even  to  fleal  a  fingle  in- 
C^ant  upon  mv  thoughts  \  bur,  alas  I  the 
mofe  I  would  banilh  her,  the  more  for- 
cibly ihe  returns,  and  I  am  diftn^ed 
with  a  perpetnal  rouiul  of  tendemeft  and 
ihame,  of  pity  and  indignation :  yrhere- 

^  ever  I  go  I  am  toi-n  with  a  variety  of 
oppofite  pafiions  $  and,  to  nfe  the  tan- 

j;uage  of  poor  Sciolto, 

.All  within  is  anarchy  si>d  uproar. 

'How,  Meimoth,  when  I  received  yovt 
fiift  letter  at  Rottendam,  did  my  foul 
.exult  in.the«ic]>eftatiQa  of  beipg  oom- 
pleatly  happy  with  Louifa  \  The  moft 
diftant  inunoation  of  thatdtfnMry  which 
originaUy  i^ufed  ^  .our  nittMctiioet, 
was  then  argued  down  into  filcace  |  and 

th«. 
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ttviniaMtfVirwIiHk  I  ilibaHit  ¥Kmld 
1M  firom  t  ftcttddtiatiofi;  iddedtb  the 
MMukuoiltf  tuhf  df  trsnqMh  tMtt  Twell- 
<tt  ^btrnt  my  hmn^  fntad  a  ftlll  iHorr 
aifUfffl  e«ift,  g«n  mean  abfolute  fore- 
tlAe  of  elybum.  Bot  Ptxyvidencfe 
teqghtptoper,  by  sm  tccidcot,  which  I 
cbnfidered  at  that  tiakr  a«  the  g^feMdf 
of  all  calainitiet».  to  fnatch  mc  from 
lllb  filinifig  dcftrti^fio'n,  and  gracioufly 
couatcraAed  tlie  warmth  of  my  wi(hea« 
to  pfeftrvc  me  from  cverlafting  di^krace. 
O  Mcbnorti!  Md  I  been  m^ned  to 
her  before  thit  fortunate  difcoYerv  of 
her  infamy*  rinnk  what  would  haw 
\mn  the  coiifeqaence  I  To  the  remoteft 
confine  of  the  world  I  had  purfued  her } 
and,  aa  Othello  iayt« 

Had  all  her  hairi  been  ISvcty  my  great 

ftvengt 
Had  ftomach  for  them  til  I 

la  faft>  Charlet»  I  (hould  have  pro- 
ceeded upon  fome  immediate  act  of  def* 
peratioD ;  and»  perhapt,  after  I  had  fa- 
crificed  her  to  the  )Uttice  of  my  refent- 
meot,  it  is  more  than  probable  I  had 
been  tempted  to  lay  violent  hinds  onr 
myfelf. 

You  fee,  however,  my  dear  friendi 
Irom  the  condu^  of  this  unhappy  wretch, 
how  much  reafbn  I  had  for  fuppofinr, 
riiat  the  woman  who  deviates  horn  the 
/ales  of  virtue  with  one  man,  will  have 
veiy  little  fcruple  to  indulge  the  licen- 
jtiaus  turn  of  her  difpofition  with  an- 
other ;  you  fee  what  i  cafon  I  had  to  Cet 
Louifa*s  crime  down  to  the  account  of 
ccnuine  conftitution,  intlead  of  attri< 
Duting  it  to  the  weaknefs  of  an  extra* 
vagant  iove.  But  your  women  of  itrong 
pafiion«9  Charles,  are  oontinnally  fall- 
rog  in  love;  every  freih  objeft  infpiret 
»  frcfli  defirc }  and  when  thef  have  once 
conquered  that  exalted  delicacy  of  fen- 
fiment,  which  is  the  principal  btfiwark 
of  their  honour,  they  gWe  an  unbound- 
ed licence  to  en  joy  merit,  and  imagine 
that,  Cnce  they  have  been  f&miliar  with 
one  perfon,  tbcie  can  be  no  addition  to 
their  goth  by  an  equal  famihatity  with 
ill.  Thus,  mftead  of  an  endeavour  to 
recover  the  hallowed  paths  of  innocence, 
they  make  a  (ingle  mdifcretion  an  ex- 
cuie  for  I  he  commiifion  of  a  thoufand, 
and  indulge  every  riling  guft  of  incli- 
nation, by  arguing  themlelves  into  a 
belief,  that  it  cannot  in  the  leaft  in* 
crcafe  the  infemy  of  their  charaften. 

Yoir  picafed  me  ettremcly  by  /oui 


pmeft  recdvety. 
leM  for  wnti  %  wOffnlcw  wtMnSn  W 
tMH^rdd  hifc  lilb }  itid  tM^mMi-^MH 
^  pupplH  thaf  ahft  Ihr  #eM6i%  W 
ruin  of  a  iiffef,  is^  i«  littjidfldlt  M  W 
mined,  and  w9io  placet  dife  printiM  dr 
dll  fdtdtiea  hi  ^^^MMSm^ 
will,  r  Hopei  fate  ^jHAhd  by  B^inTil 
eondua,  frotU  baxMtliff  tMt  dlttte^tf 
whenever  a  profli'gatfehoie/tfifnkVprou 
|ter  to  throw  away  heh  fij^titlbij.  fi 
it  not,  however,  Mprititif,  fhtt,  in'all 
this  time,  notwithftandinfr'themoftdi^ 
ligent  fearch  of  the  Miidmay  bodilL 
no  account  whitlbever  dm  be  heated  or 
their  ddicatedaarhter?  Hut  I  fup)^ 
flie  is  in  fame  ftclnded  corner  of  ^ 
kingdom,  walloping  in  the  ityt  of  tAr« 
bounded  proiliitotion,  and  even  eMtdf-f 
taining  fome  underbred  fcounditl  of  t 
keeper  with  the  pVnga  which  h«r  ii^x 
mous  flight  has  tlinm  into  the  boroM 
of  her  miferable  fanrily*    O  for  ibh^ 

a  nick,  fome  executing  carft,  t6  ffHM 
ie  ftrumpet  and  her  pararvM^r  ftSi 
moment  to  the  centre,  though  t  Was  tb 
follow  them  the  next!  Perhape^  Ohtrl^^ 
fhe  is  diverting  them  with  a  ludfenrag 
reprefen  cation  of  your  friend,  tnS 
laughing  with  him  this  mOmettt,  at  toy 
ftupidiry  in  once  believing  htr  a  woniaa 
of  virtue  ^  perhaps  my  manner  is  mi- 
inicked  to  a  circle  of  intoxicate  fox^ 
himters ;  and  perhaps  a  whole  table 
of  brutal  codntry  fqiiiits  are  it  t)ii« 
iMry  inftant  roaring  at  the  ferioofiilEA 
and  folemnity  of  my  ftrft  declara(ion^. 
O  that  I  was  ne^r  lUerX  that!  cMA 
reach  her  proftitute  heart  I  BftHe'gMI 
God 'of  maven,  it  would  give  me  niort 

Sleaiure  to  tttt  it  firbm  her  bofbm.  dad 
'i  receive  the  empire  of  the  Whole'  uttf« 
verfe;  and  I  am  not  (tire  6ut  I  wotiM 
forfeit  my  hopes  of  everlading  (ktv^ 
tion,  if  I  coixld  but  coiimih  u  pibce* 
Aieal  mufder  on  her  vflhifn,  and  mt^ki^ 
him  feel  but  one  h^lf,  one  ^'tieth  pM 
of  that  hell,  Which  hh  pofleffion  ^fiet 
has  kindled  in  thi«'  breajl,  and  whkh  it 
at  this  moment  furioufly  fltmhtj^  fttf 
revenge! 

Yet,  CharleeV  W^tt  ftavel  to  ffcfwffll 
this  abandonetl  WtMnan'?  What  H  htt 
intamytome  ?  I  will  tafk  no  itiort  of 
her ;  I  will  think  no  more  of  her  5  I 
wijl  ftab  her  idea  to  the  heart,  iriteve^ 
tifit  again  to  my  iikiigrnnrion  f  I  Wilf 
aias,  my  dear  hie  inorh  f  I  ca'ii 
talk  of  nothing  dfsj  i  can  thJTik  of 

sbuang 


iiotluag  tlk  I  and  htSk,  polluted,  pro- 
ititiite  as  (he  is^I  will  not  anfwery  but 
that  flie  might  yet  find  it  poillble  to  ar- 
gue me  into  an  opinion  oif  her  inno- 
cence) and  perfuade  mci  even  againft 
the  fenfe  of  my  own  conTi6lion,  into 
fuch  a  belief  of  her  purity  at  would  in- 
duce me  to  forget  every  thing  which  is 
paft>  and  urge  me  to  fiiatch  her  again 
to  my  bofom  with  all  the  pafllionate 
phrenzy  of  a  defperate  love.  O  MeU 
nothi  had  you  ever^feen  her,  had  you 
trer  heard  her  talk  t  But  I  will  drop 
the  Aibjedy  I  will  fpeak  of  foraethine 
^& ;  and  only  obferve,  that  the  greatelt 
if  all  curfes,  is  to  doat  upon  the  objefl 
of  our  utmoll  contempty  and  to  feel  an 
invincible  fondnefs  in  our  hearts  for 
what  our  reafon  points  out  as  an  ever- 
lafting  mark  of  detcftation. 

I  have  by  this  poft  wrote  to  my  fifter, 
and  informed  her  of  my  intention  to 
comply  ^immediately  with  her  wifties, 
and  return  home :  Edwards  has  orders 
to  prepare  eveiy  thing  for  my  depar- 
ture; and,  in  ux  weeks,  or  a  couple  of 
months,  I  flatter  myfelf  with  a  hope  of 
finding  you  in  high  fpirits  and  in  good 
health.  You,  my  dear  Meimoth,  and 
^;iat  exalted  woman,  Lady  HaverHiam, 
inaU  have  the  dtre6lion  of  my  future 
life.  You  are  people  upon  whofc  friend- 
ship I  can  fately  rely  j  and,  notwith- 
fianding  all  the  parade  which  is  made 
about  a  knowledge  of  the  world,  I  am 
not  fatisfied  but  that  the  integrity  of. 
our  friends  is  much  more  elTential  to 
our  welfare  than  their  knowledge  of 
mankind.— —But  a  truce  with  philofo- 
phical  refltftions. 

What  vou  tell  me  in  relation  to  my 
filler's  rerofai  of  Lord  Win  worth  does 
pot  at  all  furprize  me.  A  woman  of 
eight  and  twenty,  with  a  prodigious 
^rtune,  a  fine  perfon,  and  fuch  a  mind 
fs  Lady  Haverfham's,  cannot  fail  of 
kaving  a  number  of  admirers.  But  I 
amiati&fied,  deferving  as  thofe  admirers 
may  be,  Ihe  will  never  think  of  chang- 
ins  her  fituation.  I  know  Thcodolia 
polrefTes  a  delicacy  of  mind  perhaps 
luperior  to  all  the  reft  of  her  fex  $  and 
fm  fenfible,  however  fl^e  mav  ref'pe£l 
the  matrimonial  union,  that  Ihe  is  no 
friend  to  fecond carriages.  She  has  in 
confidence  repeatedly  told  me,  that  a 
heart  which  is  deferving  of  regard  can 
admit  but  of  one  impreflion  |  and  that 
ihe  who  can  love  a  lecond  time  is  ut- 
terly unworth)^of  being  ever  loved  at 
all.    Her  notions'  to  fome  may  appeal'  a 
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little  romintick)  bnt  [  dam  A^g  Charles; 
they  will  never  leffen  her  in  any  body^s 
eftimation,  whofe  efteem  can  be  nc- 
ceflary  to  her  peace,  or  advantageous 
to  her  charafter.  This  I  am  fure  of, 
at  any  rate,  that  they  will  excite  your 
admiration  as  much  as  they  have  done- 
that  of  your  ever  faithful 

Robert  Harold. 


LETTER      VI. 

MISS    LOUISA    MILDMAY    TO     MISS 
HARRIOT  BEAUCLERK. 


MAGDAT.ZN    -    ROUSE, 
GOODMAN*!    FISLOS. 

AND  have  Latlaft  the  unfpeakable 
happinefs.  of  writing  once  more 
to  my  dear  Harriot  >  Does  (he  ftill  ac 
knowledge  me  for  her  friend  ?  or  does 
flie  join  m  the  general  obloquy  which 
the  whole  worhi  muft  naturally  throw, 
upon  a  myfterious  abfence  of  above 
eleven  months,  at  a  time  too  that  the 
moft  criminal  levity  of  conduft  had 
banifhed  me  from  the  piote£ling  arms 
of  parental  aife^lion,  and  cail  me  out 
in  the  full  face  of  the  whole  univerie, 
as  a  difgrace  to  my  fex,  and  a  fcandal 
to  my  family  ?  O  Harriot!  it  will  be  no 
more  than  what  I  expecl,  if  you  (hould 
both  defpife  and  deleft  me  ;  yet,  when 
my  ftory,  my  melancholy  <lory,  comes 
to  be  related  j  when  you  find  how  bafe* 
ly,  how  cruelly  I  have  been  betrayed  j 
I  know  your  tender  heart  will  bleed  at 
what  J  have  fuffered,  and  I  know  alio 
that  the*  gencrofity  of  your  difpofition 
will  be  fenfibly  affedt^d,  if  during  a 
period  in  which  I  have  been  moli  en- 
titled to  your  pity,  I  have  been  mate, 
rially  leflened  in  your  efteein .  To  begin 
then  at  once.  Know  that  the  fpccious* 
the  fanflified  Mrs.  parnel,  who  had. 
fuch  obligations  to  our  family,  and  in 
whole  houfc  I  was  to  find  fo  certain 
an  afylum,  is  a  6end  of  darknefs,  an 
inftrument  of  hell,  a  prieftefs  of  de- 
ftru6^ion  1 

For  the  firft  day  or  two  of  my  rcfi- 
dence  at  her  houfc,  aftei'  I  was  turned 
out  from  my  father's,  ilie  Teemed  lb 
heartily  touched'  with  ray  misfortune, 
and  fo  immediately  interefted  in  |»y 
welfare,  that,  abftra^led  from  the  clofe- 
neis  of  our  relation,  (he  acquiivd  a 
confiderabh  fliare  of  iny  c&ecth,  and  I 

could 
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could  not  heTp  cottfiderine  her  as  a  wo- 
man of  unbounded  good -nature,  who 
was  kindly  appointetl  by  the  pitying 
hand  of  Providence  to  mitigate  the  fe- 
▼crity  of  my  affiiftion.  A6^uatcd  by 
this  opinion,  I  made  her  acquainted 
with  my  whole  heart,  and  determined, 
as  flie  had  the  charafler  of  being  ex- 
tremely fendble  and  devout,  to  regulate 
my  condu^  entirely  by  her  advice,  till 
I  fhould  be  happily  bleHed  with  the  for- 
givenefs  of  my  father.       ^ 

I  had  not,  however,  been  at  her  houfe 
above  three  days,  when  (he  began  to 
alter  her  tone  a  little:  inftead  of  la- 
menting the  unhappy  ftep  I  had  taken, 
as  (he  did  at  firft,  (he  fpoke  of  it  with 
more  and  more  indifference  ;  and  at  laft 
pretty  plainly  infmuated,  that  I  had 
ened  rather  againft  the  fevcrities  of 
cuflom  than  the  laws  of  morality;  that 
the  very  beft  women  in  the  kingdom 
had  not  always  been  able  to  piefervc 
themfelves  unfulliedi  and  that  it  was 
even  Idle  to  diftrefs  myfelf  fo  much  op 
account  of  a  (lip,  which  (lie  herfelf 
knew  would  not  be  in  the  leaft  prejudi- 
cial to  my  fortune.  I  mui1  con fel's  I 
was  ailoniflied  to  hear  a  woman,  of 
whofe  delicacy  in  matters  of  reputation 
I  enteitained  the  highett  of)inton,  Co 
eaiily  reconciled  to  an  a^lion  I  confidered 
as  criminal  as  it  was  fcandaluiis,  and 
to  be  no  lefs  repugnant  to  the  principles 
of  virtue  than  the  cuftoms  of  fociefy. 
I  therefore  continued  filent  forae  mo- 
ments, hoping  that  I  had  mifconceiv- 
e.l  her  meaning,  and  expe6ling  that  (he 
would  explain  herfelf  more  to  my  fa- 
tisfa^Vion:  but  here  I  was  totally  dil- 
ap(x>inted  ;  for  miftaking  my  fdence  as 
a  mark  of  my  approbation,  (he  ventured 
to  be  ftill  more  explicit,  and  delivered 
her  (elf  to  the  foUowjng  purpofe,  with 
an  air  half  gay,  half  ferious,  yet  care- 
I  fully  attending  through  the  whole  to 
I  the  various  changes  of  my  counte- 
nance. 
j  *  Indeed,  my  dear  Mifs  Mildmay, 

*  to  be  candid  with  you,  I  cannot  ima- 

*  ginc,    however  widely  I  differ  from 

*  the  fentiments  of  the  righteous  over 
«  muchy    that  the  indulgence  of  the 

*  padions   is   any  way   repugnant  to 

*  the  laws  of  morality.  I  (liall  grant, 
■  that  the  indulgence  of  them  in  a  man- 

*  ncr  conformable   to   the  praflice  of 

*  one's  country  is  the  moft  eligibly 
'  mode  ;  but  where  people  are  not  mar- 
'  ri«d,  human  nature,  as  the  po«t  fays, 


'  will  be  human  nature;  and  a  cafual 

*  lapfe  from  the  rigid  rules  of  form 

*  mult  be  fometimes  expelled.  Come, 
'  niy  dear,"  continued  the  unblu(hing 
creature,  taking  hold  of  my  hand,  ^  that 

*  Harold  is  a  villain ,  but  if  you  will 
'  be  governed  by  me,  your  little  affair 

*  witii  him  (hall  by  no  means  deprive 

*  you  of  a  goofl  hu(band.     You  recol- 

*  ic6i  your  old  admirer  Sir  Harry  Haft- 

*  ings.     Sir  Harry  paflionatcly  loves 

*  you,  and  has  folfowed  you  up  to  town^ 
'  to  make  another  tender  ot  a  heart, 

*  which  has  been  long  devoted  to  your 
'  fcrvice;  he  is  my  intimate  acquain- 

*  tance,  and  has' in  faft  requeftcd  my 

*  aflillance,  and  if  you  have  no  ol^jec- 
'  tion  (lull  drink  tea  with  us  this  even* 

You  cannot  imagine,  my  dear  Har- 
riot, what  indignation  I  felt  during  the 
whole  time  of  this  delicate  harangue  ( 
yet  willing  to  difcovcr  her  utmolt  dc- 
(igns,  I  endeavoured  to'  bridle  my  im- 
patience till  (he  had  finished  it.     When 
(he  concluded,  I  (trove  to  aflumeas  un- 
embarrafTed  a  tone  of  voice  as  1  was 
able,  and  fixing  my  eyes  with  an  un- 
remitting attention  upon  her's,  I  think 
his    was   fomething    like    my    reply. 
When  I  was  free  enough,  M.idam, 
in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  a 
mother,  to  take  up  my  refijence  ac 
your  houfe,  I  never  cxpt-fted  to  bein- 
fulted  with  a  con  ver  Jut  ion  of  this  na- 
ture; I  did   not  fcaiple  to  acknow- 
ledge   that  I  hid  been    accidentally 
guilty,  but  at  the  fame  time  I  was  in 
hopes  Mrs.  DiiTiel  would  good-na- 
turedly confidcr,  that  I  was  far  from 
being    habi'tually    depraved.       How 
therefore  (he  can  fo  widely  miftake  my 
chara6^er,  or  rather  how  (}ie  can  att 
in  a  manner  fo  unworthy  of  her  own, 
as  to  become  a  kind  of  advocate  for 
dishonour,  fills  me  with  an  c(]ual  de- 
gree of  furprize  and  afBiftion.  When 
I  came  here,  I  expelled  a  friend  that 
would  fympathize  with  my  fonows, 
not  a  flatterer  that  wjuld  (ludy  to 
lefTen  the   blacknefs   oT  my-Ncrime. 
Human  nature,  as  you  fay,  iVI.idara, 
may  be  human  nature  j  hut  be  aflTwred, 
notwithltamling  the  error  whi:h  I  h.lve 
fo   recently    committed,    I  h^ve   no' 
wifhes  to  gratify  by  a   new  facrifice 
either  of  my  peace  or  my  character  j 
and  that  I  (hall  nevet  be  fo  loll  to  ienti  • 
ment  or  (ha me,  as  to  ac(rej>t  the  hand 
of  a  worthlefs  fellow,  who  was  for- 
I  •  merly 
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*  merly  difcarded  6ry  Recount  of  bit 
'  own  profligacy,  and  who  it  now  ttiten 
'  enough  to  build  hit  hot>et  of  (bcceft 

*  Upon  an  opinion  of  mine.  Excuie 
f  mt,  Mrt.  Darnel :  you  have  a  right 

*  to  receive  what  company  you  pleafe 

*  in  your  own  houfe  }  but  confider  that 
^  I  am  under  no  neceflity  of  remaining 

*  here,  to  be  affronted  by  your  vifitort. 

*  I   have  other  rclationt,  Madam,  in 

*  town,  who,  I  doubt  not,  will  favour 

*  me  with  proteftion }  and  if  you  will 

*  only  fufftr  fomebody  to  Order  a  chair, 
<  I  ihall  eafe  you  dire^Iy  of  all  un- 
^  eafinefs  on  my  account/ 

Alarmed  at  a  reply,  which  I  dare  fay, 
from  my  filence  at  ilrft,  (he  no  way  ex- 
pelled, Mrt.  Darnel  Teemed  greatly  fur- 
prized  that  I  (hould  put  fo  unaccount- 
able a  conftni£lion  upon  her  wordt :  if 
ihe  ieemed  to  fpeak  ilightly,  fbe  faid, 
of  a  deviation  from  the  fpotleft  patht  of 
innocence,  it  wat  on  purpofe  to  reftore 
me  to  fome  degree  of  temper  with  my- 
felf  J  and  if  flie  had  recommended  Sir 
Harry  Haftingt  to  my  confideration,  it 
was  entirely  from  a  folicitude  for  my 
welfare,  that  defcrvcd  a  very  different 
return  from  fuch  a  feverity  of  animad- 
verfion  as  I  had  been  plcafed  to  diftin- 
guifh  it  with.  Sir  Harry  wat  a  man  of 
guod  family  and  lar^e  fortune,  unex- 
ceptionable in  his  peilon,  and,  for  aught 
flit  had  ever  heard  to  the  contrary,  un- 
exceptionable alfo  in  his  manners ;  on 
thefe  accountt  (he  did  not  think  him 
unworthy  of  my  notice :  however,  fince 
I  was  fo  averie  to  an  interview  with  him, 
ihe  would  take  care  he  (hould  never  vi- 
fit  at  her  houfe  To  long  at  I  continued 
to  honour  her  with  my  company  j  and 
that  for  the  future  I  might  be  latisHed 
ihe  would  not  drop  a  fmgle  fyllable 
which  wat  capable  of  giving  me  the 
leaft  offence  J  adding,  that  from  the 
unremitting  re^litude  of  her  paft  life, 
there  could  be  no  room  to  I'uppofe  (he 
would  now  become  an  advocate  for  dif- 
honour,  or  betray  the  caufb  of  that 
virtue  in  the  decline  of  her  days,  which 
in  the  giddieft  part  of  her  youth  (he  had 
alwayt  regarded  as  the  principal  beauty 
of  the  female  character. 

M^e  are  all  of  us,  my  dear  Harriot, 
teady  enough  to  believe  what  we  wi(h 
may  be  true ;  and  Mrs.  Darnel  defend- 
ed heiitlf  with  fuch  an  ap^^earance  of 
integrity,  that  I  wat  grieved  for  the  tart- 
neit  of  my  reply,  and  begged  (he  woulcl 
excuie  it  on  accouAt  of  Uie  Uiiba^Qii 
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wi(h  which  my  noind  muft  at  that  timip 
be  naturally  torn.  1  th^n  let  her  into  t 
few  pB(raffet  of  Sir  Harry't  charaffer^ 
particularly  hit  ruinine  the  two  Miit 
Nettervillet  i  hit  infblent  attempt  to 
run  awiiy  with  mylelf,  for  which  yoii 
know  my  poor  brother  would  have  call* 
ed  him  to  a  (evere  account,  had  not 
Mr.  Townihend  put  them  both  under 
an  arreft  $  and  mentioned  fome  in/lancet 
of  his  tyranny  to  inferiort,  that  bad 
rendered  him  either  contemptible  or  de- 
tefted  through  all  the  country.  Mrt. 
Darnel  afife^led  great  furprize  at  the& 
accounts,  declanng  (he  had  never  heard 
of  any  thing,  but  hit  attempt  to  run 
away  with  me,  which  could  be  men- 
tioned to  hit  prejudice.  '  Even  of  that/ 
fays  (he,  <  I  heard  but  vaguely  j  I  how- 

*  ever  fet  it  down  at  a  proof  of  that 
'  jia£ion  for  you,  which  he  ilill  conti- 

*  nuet  toexpreft  with  the  greateft  vehe- 
'  mence,  and  which,  before  I  heard  your 

*  fcntimentt,  I  did  not  know  but  the  fa* 

*  mily  might  be  induced  to  overlook.* 

Matters  continued  entirely  to  my 
mind  at  Mrs.  DarnePt,  till  Lady  Ha- 
veriham  took  her  leave  of  me,  and  went 
down  on  the  fcheme  of  reconciliation 
to  the  Hall.  Mrs.  Darnel  then  began 
to  hint  fomething  of  a  concern  for  Sir 
Harry,  and  inlinuated,  though  dtftantly, 
a' fear,  left  the  amiable  countefs  ibould 
prevail  in  her  brotber*t  favour  $  and 
leA,  after  all,  I  (hould  be  doomed  to 
the  arms  of  a  man  who  vras  entitled  to 
nothing  but  my  eteiTial  deteilation.  I 
again  appeared  excivmtly  diffailkfieJ  ^ 
(he  however  apologized,  and  we  wax 
again  reconciled )  but  the  night  aftti, 
Harriot — the  night  after.  Doct  not 
your  heart  ache  with  the  ftrongeft  appre- 
henfions  for  your  poor  Louifa  ?  I  know 
it  does  i  and  I  even  anticipate  at  this 
pa(rage  the  diftrefs  which  I  am  fenfible 
youmuft  feel  upon  my  account. 

Next  morning,  after  breakfa(t,  Mrs. 
Daniel  told  me  (he  was  in  a  great  di- 
lemma with  regard  to  an  engagement 
which  /he  had  annually  at  Sir  William 
Nicholfon's  in  the  next  Iliect.   «  You 

*  rourt  know,  my  dear/  (aid  (he,  *  Sir 

*  William  and  his  lady  conflantly  ce- 
'  lebrate  the  annivcrfary  of  their  mar- 

<  riage,  and  for  twenty  years  I  hav« 

<  never  been  abient  on  that  occalion* 

*  Now,  I  would  not  for  the  world  leave 

*  you  alone  f  and  yet  I  do  not  knovr 

<  how  to  get  excufed,  if  I  tUy  away 

*  from  &ir  Willia&*i ;  thit  it  the  day, 

t  and 
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*  and  there  it  to  be  a  prodigious  cro^d 
'  of  company  there  in  the  evening.'— 
'  My  dear  Mr*.  Darnel,'  returned  I, 
'  you  quite  diftreft  me  with  your  civi- 
'  lity.  You  mull  Off  ho  condition  ftay 
'  frorp  your  friends,  for  I  Oiallbe  quite 
'  miferable  if  I  think  I  interfere  in  the 

*  leaft  with  your  engagements  j  I  ii\Til\ 

*  therefore  abfolutely  on  your  going, 

*  and '    «  Well,  well/  interrupted 

flie»  *  iince  you  are  fo  good,  I  will  go  j 

*  but  depend  upon  it  I  ftiall  be  at  home 

*  by  eleven  in  the  evening.*  Theftating 
of  an  hour  for  her  rcXurn  occafioncd  a 
frefli  di(pute;  hut  at  laft  (he  fet  out,  or- 
dering a  chariot,  which  (be  had  kindly 
fet  up  on  my  account  the  day  or  two 
before,  notwithftanding  the  Acndernels 
of  her  fortune,  to  come  at  twelve. 

As  I  was  no  way  inclined  to  deep,  I 
fat  up  in  the  back-p^irlour,  reading  Cla- 
riHa  Harlowe ;  and  had  juft  got  into 
that  paflage  where  the  vile  Lovelace  at- 
tempts the  fanf^ity  of  her  chamber  at 
midnight,  in  the  lioufe  of  that  detefta- 
ble  nionlter  Sinclair.  I  do  not  know 
how  it  was,  but  I  felt  an  inilin^ive 
kind  of  tciTor  when  I  came  to  this 
place ;  I  could  not  go  on  with  the  i^ory, 
and  began  to  reflc£l  that,  if  any  body 
was  tu  break  into  our  houfe,  I  (hould  be 
in  a  very  dangerous  lituation.  It  was 
now  almoft  one  o^clock,  and  not  a  Hngle 
Ibul  at  home  beftdes  myielf  and  the 
cook;  my  Sally  and  Mrs.  DamePs 
woman  had  received  leave  to  be  at  a 
dance  with  fome  fervants  in  the  neigh- 
bourfaood,  and  the  men  were  attending 
the  chariot  at  Sir  William  Nicholfon*s 
to  bring  home  their  miftrefs .  The  time, 
the  place,  a  remote  ftreet  bordering  on 
the  fields  of  Marybone,  and,  above 
alt,  the  Aibjcfl  which  I  had  been  juft 
reading,  lerved  to  fill  me  with  the  ftrong- 
t^  apprehenfions ;  and  I  was  going  more 
than  once  to  call  the  cook  to  fit  with  me, 
but  that  I  was  tearful  the  poor  woman 
might  be  in  a  doze  fiom  exceiTive  fa- 
tigue, as  ihe  was  houfe  maid  atfo,  and 
therefore  confidered  it  cruel  to  difturb 
ber.  At  laft  I  heard  fbmcbody  unlock 
the  ftreet-door  on  the  oi^ttide;  and  na- 
lurailly  fuppofing  it  to  be  my  Sally  and 
Mrs.  Darners  woman,  who  had  now 
returned  from  their  evening's  enter- 
tainment, I  rang  the  bell;  when  who 
IhoDkl  enter  the  room,  to  my  inex- 
prei&ble  aftoniflimenl,  but  the  villain 
Haiti Dgs,  wrapped  up  in  a  large  fur-, 
tout,  and  canying  a  dark  lacthom  in 


his  band,  which  gleamed  tn  inconceiv- 
able horror  round  the  whole  apartment  ? 
I  fcreamedout,  you  may  naturally  ima- 
gine, at  the  fi^ht  of  fo  unexpe6led  and 
nifpicious  a  vifttor,  and  called  the  cook 
as  loud  as  I  could  to  come  up  Aairs  in- 
flantly,  at  the  fame  time  ringing  the 
bell  with  the  greateft  violence :  but  whe- 
ther fhe  was  too  fa  ft  afleep  to  hear  me, 
or  whetlier  Qie  was  wiv^  to  the  defigna 
of  her  infamous  roiltiefs,  I  know  not| 
this  only  I  know,  that  flie  never  once 
made  her  appearance,  and  that  I  was 
left  entirely  to  the  brutality  of  a  wretch 
whom  I  knew  to  be  equally  deftitute  of 
Ihame  and  of  humanity. 

Finding  my  felt'  thus  barbaroufly  be- 
trayed, I  affumed  what  fpiiits  I  fould, 
and  a(ke<l  the  midnight  rufHan,  by  what 
authoiiity  he  had  dared  to  break  into 
my  chamber  at  fuch  an  hour^  in  fuch  a 
diiguifei  and  thi-eatened  him  with  the 
utmoft  refentment,  not  only  of  the  laws, 
but  my  family.  He  had  now  laid  down 
his  lanthora,  and  unbuttoned  his  fur- 
tout;  and  was  fcriving,  by  all  the  af- 
fcAation  of  the  deepeft  refpeft,  to  filenc^ 
my  exclamations;  declaring  that  th^ 
happinefs  of  his  whole  life  depended 
upon  me,  and  that  nothing  but  me  ojc. 
tates  of  a  defperate  love  could  poffibly 
urge  him  to  break  in  thus  violently  on 
my  repole.     •  Coniider,  ever  beautiful 

*  Mils  Mildmay,*  cried  the  monftcroi^ 
his  knee,  *  coniider  how  long  and  how 
'  paflionately  I  have  loved  you.     Ke- 

*  colle6l  alio,  Nf  adam,  that  you  are  now 

*  thrown  out  by  the  inhumanity  of  a 

*  relenttefs  father,  and  the  perfidy  of  a 

*  profligate  villain,  upon  an  inhcfpita- 

*  rle  world,  which,  i'o  far  fiom  com- 

*  miferating  your  fituation,  will  even 

*  feait  it's  malevolence  with  your  dif- 

*  trefs.     To  guard  you  from  the  ruin 

*  which  nuilt  inevitably  bui (I  upon  vour 

*  head  in  thcfe  nieli^ncholy  circumftan- 

*  ces,  behold  thcfc  faithful  arms.   My 

*  fortune  and  my  foul  are  yours,  if 
'  you  condcfcend  to  accept  of  them  ; 

*  and  1    fliall   think   niyfelf   eternally 

*  obli^d,  if  the  f;;licitude  which  I  ma- 

*  niftJt  for  your  felicity  may  be  able  ro 

*  influt-nce  the    natural   generofity    of 

*  your  temper,  to  prevent  the  eveiiaft- 

*  ing  dertru6tion  of  mine.' 

As  he  pronounced  this  ridiculous 
fpeech  with  every  feeraing  appfnrance 
of  fmcerity,  I  fupprtfled  the  indigna- 
tion which  I  (hpuld  h.ive  othei-wifc  dif- 
covered  at  his  preiumption  in  joinirg 
1 2  my 
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<er*s  name  to  Co  opprobrious  an 
A  in  hopes  that  I  fiiouid  be  able 
w  n  his  own  arts  upon  him,  and 
draw  iome  advantages  from  all  this 
affectation  of  generofity  and  affeflion. 
X  therefore  told  him,  that  he  had  taken 
an  odd  way  to  teftify  his  regard  for  me, 
by  breaking  thus  at  midnight  into  my 
apartment}  and  that  the  myfterious^ 
manner  of  his  intnifion  looked  as  if  he 
came  with  fome  intention^  which  were 
totally  different  from  the  ends  of  this 
paHionate  proteftation  :  on  which  ac- 
count I  begged  he  wopld  immediately 
retire  j  and  ttinted,  that,  if  he  ftill  con- 
tinued his  fentiments  in  my  favour,  he 
need  r%3t  defpair  of  being  heard  to  his 
fatisfa6lion  in  the  morning. 

*  A  thotifand  thanks,  my  angel,' re- 
tuiTicd  the  wretch,  kifling  my  hand  wiih 
a  wildnefs  of  vehemence,  *  tor  this  con- 
'  defcending  goodncfs.     Yet  why,  my 

*  adorable  Mifs  Mildmay,  if  I  am  to 

*  receive  any  mark^.'^f  your  benignity 

*  m  the  morning,  need^'ou  now  fcniple 

*  to  blefs  me  with  fome  little^    fome 

*  diftant  token  of  your  approbation  ? 

*  Wiiere  a  man   doats  to  dift ration, 

*  like  me, -an  hour's  delay  is  a  whole 

*  eternity  of   torture :     fhoiten  there - 

*  fore  the  time,    I  bcfcech  you,  Ma- 

*  dam,  and  incrcafe  thegrcatnefs  of  the 
<  obligation  by  a  generous  alacrity  in 
f  beftowing  it.'  ^ 

He  was  going  on  in  this  manner,  my 
dear  Hmriot,  and  even  proceeding  to 
jcifs  my  cheek,  when  fummoning  all 
the  fortitude  of  my  foul,  I  feized  him 
by  the  breaf^,  and  threw  the  wretch 
from  me  above  half  the  length  of  the 
room.  *  Defpicable  villain  !'  cried  I 
at  the  fame  time,  *  unhand  me  ;  or,  by 

*  the  holy  hoft  of  Heaven,  this  moment 
f  i^.  your  lalt !'  I  was  really  frantick, 
Harriot ;  I  faw  myfelf  betrayed,  and 
^adfcizcd  a  penknife  that  lay  acciden- 
tally open  on  the  reading  ta^le,  abfo- 
Jutcly  determined  to  put  my  threats  in 
j*xecution  if  he  prefumed  to  affront  me 
with  another  approach.  Finding  me  Co 
greatly  enraged,  he  feemed  totally  at  a 
Jofs  how  to  behave,  and  for  fome  mo. 
ments  flood  mufm^  in  a  ilate  of  min- 
gled furpfize  and  iiTefblution. 

'  Perceiving  him  thus  embarrafTed  at 
py  behavionr,-  I  determined  immedi- 
ately to  alarm  the  neighbourhood ;  and, 
with  that  view,  'fnatcned  up  one  of  the 
candies^  thinking,  before  he  recovered 
flam  bis  c'oniten^atlon,  to  reach  tbei 


ftreet  door :  but  the  cautious  villain  was 
too  well  prepared  ;  he  had  five  other 
rufRans  planted  in  the  fore  parlour,  who 
were  to  feize  me«  in  cafe  I  attempted 
any  thing  of  this  kind,  and  to  cany 
me  through  a  little  garden  at  the  back 
of  the  houfe,  into  a  lane  that  led  to  th? 
fields;  there  it  feems  a  coach  was  in 
waiting  to  hurry  me  off;  and  thefcheme 
was  fo  fettled,  that  two  of  thefc  five 
fhould  ride  within  fide  the  vehicle,  to 
prevent  my  fcreaming,  while  the  three 
others  were  to  be  rolled  armed  without, 
for  fear,  after  all  their  precautions,  I 
might  find  fome  opportunity  of  calling 
for  a/fil^ance,  and  excite  the  humanity 
of  any  accidental  paffengers  to  an  at- 
tack'. 

You  cannot  conceive,  my  dear  Har- 
riot, when  I  quitted  the  room,  and 
found  Sir  Han-y  no  way  inclined  to 
follow  me,  how  my  heart  throbbed 
with  the  expeftatton  of  counterafting 
all  Mrs.  Darners  barbarous  machina- 
tions, and  the  hope  of  being  able  to 
engage  the  compaifion  of  fome  ch.rita- 
ble  neighbour  for  my  pioteilion  till  day- 
light ;  but  when  the  other  wretched 
Miflied  out  of  the  ilrett  parlour,  and 
barred  my  ptlTnge  to  the  door,  I  wa» 
next  to  abfolutely  tiillrafti^d.  I  fcieam- 
ed  with  a  violence  that  almofi  toe  my 
head  to  pieces  ;  and,  lofmg  all  my  reib- 
lution  at  once,  I  fell  upon  my  knees, 
crying  out,  *  Sparc  me,  dear  gentlemen, 

*  fpare  me !  I  am  a  poor  unfortunate 
••  crCrtture,  call  out  from  my  family  and 

*  friends ;  and   I  conjure  you,  by  the 

*  tender  mercies  of  the  living  God,  not 

<  to  afliil  th& infamous  purpofes  of  that 

*  roonrter  Sir  Harry  Hailings  P 

.  •  M<4dam,*  replied  one  of  the  fel- 
lows, whofe  ap'^eurunce  was  fu|>eriorto 
the  rell,  *  Sir  Harry  is  a  fine  gentleman, 

*  hAs  long  loved  you,  and  means  you 

*  nothing  but  what  is  ftii^lly  honour- 

<  able;  remove  your  apprchenfiODs  there- 

*  Oh,  Sir!'  interrupted  I,  *  whence 

*  this  violence,  if  he  means  nothing  but 

*  what  is  honourable  ?     Why  am  1,  at 

*  fiich^an  hpur  as  this,  befet  in  my  own 

<  lodgings,  and  treated  with  all  the  il* 

*  liberal  freedoms  of  a  broihel-likeau- 
f  dacity .?  If  you  are  gentlemen,  you 
'  will  furely  fnatch   a  poor,  unhappy 

<  young  creature,  from  deitruflion,  who 

*  has  never  done  any  human  being  the 

*  lead  injury  j  or,  if  you  are  men  whoCq 
'  neceflities  have  obliged  you  to  under- 
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*  take  an  office  repo^ant  to  the  natural 

*  goodnefs  of  your  hearts*  you  muft 

*  iurely  perform  a  virtuous  aftion  for 
'  reward  with  as   much   readineft   at 

*  ywu  can  confent  to  the  perpetration  of 

*  a  monitrous  crime.     Hear  me,  then, 

*  dear  gentlemen,  1  befeech  you  !  con- 

*  duel  me  but  to  Lady  Haverfliam's,  in 

*  Grofvenor  Square  ;  lodge  me  but  fafe- 
'  ly  in  the  next  houl'e ;  and  I  folemnly 

*  proteft,    before  God,    that,    let    the 

*  wretch  who  has  employed  you  for  this 

*  barbarous  purpofe  promiie  what  he 

*  will,  you  (hall  receive  double  that 
'  fum,  and  a  thoufand  thanks  into  the 
<  bargain,  fur  con ful ting  your  own  fafe- 

*  ty,  and  difappointing  his  infamous 

*  defigns/ 

I  would  have  expodulated  farther 
with  the  favagcs,  my  dear  Harriot,,  but 
the  vile  Sir  Harry  now  made  his  ;<p- 
pcarance,  and  aiked  on  what  account 
they  delayed  the  execution  of  thtirplan  } 
endeavouring  to  railc  me  from  tbegiound 
at  the  fame  time,  and  ordering  ttie  relt 
to  a/lift  in  carrying  me  to  the  coach. 
It  was  in  vain  I  Itiuggled,  in  vain  I 
Huieked  for  luitp :  the  monfters  obeyed 
his  commands  with  the  molk  implicit 
readinef's  ;  and  my  fpirits  were  at  lail  fo 
exhaufted  by  the  (harpncfs  of  my  ter- 
ror, and  the  fatigue  of  my  refillance, 
that  I  funk  lifelefs  on  the  floor.  In  this 
ftate  they  eafily  carried  me  to  the  coach  ; 
and  it  was  ten  o'clock  next,  or,  more 
properly  fpeaking,  that  morning,  before 
I  recovered  my  fenies  fufficiently  to  re- 
co\\t€t  any  one  circumltaoce  of  the 
whole  tranfa£lion. 

About  ten  o^'clock*  however,  I  came 
a  little  to  myfelf,  and  found  that  I  was 
in  a  very  handibme  bed,  that  the  room 
was  exuemely  well  furnifhed,  and  that 
there  were  two  female  attendants  with 
haitflioin,  and  a  number  of  other  retto- 
ratives,  ready  to  adminifttr  every  af- 
iiftance  which  might  be  neceiTary  for  my 
recovery.  From  thefe  women,  wliowcre 
Sir  Harry^s  houlekeeper  and  her  dau^ li- 
ter, I  learned  that  I  was  brought  to  this 
lioufe  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing }  that  feveral  times  on  the  road  Sir 
Harry  and  his  companions  were  in  vio- 
lent apprehensions  for  my  life ;  that  tho 
moment  they  arrived^  I  was  configped 
over  to  the  care  of  the  women  j  and  that» 
till  within  the  bit  two  hours,  I  had 
^een  in  the  ftrongeft  hyfteiicks  imagi- 
pble.  Tbe  botilekeepcr  added>  that  Qic 


was  fure  her  maftcr  muft  love  ine  with 
the  fmcerell  affe^ion,  for  he  had  beni 
like  a  diftra£ted  man  on  my  account, 
and  had  repeatedly  fworn  to  lay  violent 
hands  on  himfelf  if  my  indifpoiitioii 
(hould  be  productive  of  any  fatal  con- 
fequences.  As  the  women  feemed  to 
be  not  only  communicative  but  good- 
natured,  weak  as  I  was,  I  made  them 
acquainted  with  their  mafter^s  c«ndu£t» 
told  them  my  name  and  family,  and  of- 
fered to  reward  them  above  their  utmoft 
expeftations,  if  they  could,  by  any  for- 
tunate contrivance,  faciliute  my  efcape. 
To  this  they  replied,  that  they  fbould  , 
be  very  willing  to  oblige  me,  but  that  • 
their  lives  would  not  be  (afe  if  they 
a^ed  in  the  leaft  contrary  to  the  will  of 
their  mafter.  The  youogeft,  particu- 
larly, thought  it  furpiizing  that  1  ihould 
wifh  to  quit  fo  fine  a  genileman  as  Sir 
Harry,  who  had  lb  great  an  eftate,  and 
who  was  ready,  (he  was  fure,  to  marry 
me  the  moment  I  thought  proper  to  give 
my  confent.  From  this,  and  lome  other 
exprrlTions  which  dropped  ftom  the 
daughter,  I  found  that  /he  herfelf  wa« 
in  love  with  the  wretch,  and  confequent- 
ly  thought  it  wonderful  how  any  body 
elfe  could  mention  him  with  the  imallett 
indication  either  of  averfion  or  con- 
tempt. 

Difappointed  in  my  hopes  of  efcap« 
ing  by  means  of  the  women,  and  find- 
ing them  entirely  at  the  devotion  of 
their  profligate  ma(ler,  I  defired  they 
would  help  me  up,  not  knowing  how 
foon  they  might  leave  me  to  the  mon- 
fler*8  hrutaluy.  They  complied,  but 
reloclantly  j  obferving  that,  after  what 
I  had  undergone,  relt  was  ablbiutely 
necelVury  for  me;  and  declaring  that 
they  were  certain  I  muft  be  greatly  in- 
diipolcd.  InJeed,  Harriot,  they  faid 
true )  I  was  extremely  ill ;  and,  could 
I  have  removed  my  apprehenfions  of  Sir 
Harry,  I  (hould  have  lollowed  their  ad- 
vice with  the  lUmoil  fatiifaCtion.  When 
they  had  drefled  me,  or,  more  properly 
(peaking,  when  they  had  reUored  my 
drefs  to  a  little  order,  they  led  me  into 
th«  dining-room,  and  prevailed  upon 
me  to  Iwallow  two  didies  of  tea,  and  a 
diOi  of  chocolate  :  after  this  they  with- 
drew }  but  the  daughter  returned  in  a 
few  minutes  after,  to  tell  me  that  Sir 
Harry  was  coming  to  attend  me  $  and 
the  medage  was  fcarcely  delivered  before 
the  horrid  fellow  a^ually  entei-ed  with 
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an  air  of  forced  complaifance,  very  vifi- 
bly  mixed  with  fonle  degree  of  confu* 
fioliy  and  a  ^reat  deal  of  malignity. 

I  was  Httihg  in  a  great  chair  when 
be  entered  $  and,  thinking  it  beft  to  be- 
tray as  little  fear  as  pofiible,  I  fixed 
iny  eyes  upon  him  with  an  intenlenefs 
of  determined  indignation,  and  aiked 
htm  bow  long  I  was  to  remain  a  pri- 
Ibner  in  his  honfe.  To  which  he  rc- 
]klied,  till  I  wanted  an  inclination  to 
quit  it.  *  But,  Madam/  fays  he,  feat- 
in^  himfelf  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
iire-place,  *  I  am  now  come  to  have  a 
little  ferious  converfatton  with  you  ; 
and,  as  the  nature  of  this  converfa- 
tton will  be  of  the  laft  importance  to 
your  own  happinefs»  I  hope,  upon  that 
account,  you  will  favour  me  with 
your  attention.  From  the  clofenefs 
of  our  neighbourhood  in  the  countiy, 
my  dear  Mifs  Mildmay,  it  is  impol- 
fible  but  that  fome  particulars  of  my 
condu6l  muft  have  reached  your  fa- 
mily, that  were  no  way  advantageous 
to  my  charaftcr ;  yet,  from  th^  fame 
clofenefs  of  neighbourhood,  you  your- 
felf  muft  have  heard  that  I  declined 
all  alliance  with  many  young  ladies 
of  diftinf^ion,  merely  on  account  of 
my  attachment  for  you;  declaring  that, 
So  long  as  you  continued  fingle,  I 
never  ihould  think  of  any  other  wo- 
man t  you  alfo  know,  Madam,  that 
when  you  thought  proper  to  rejeft  my 
addre(&s,  your  whole  hoofc  allowed 
my  propofal  to  be  extiemely  difmtfr- 
efted^  and  acknowledged  that  J  did 
not  want  for  love,  however  I  might 
he  deficient  in  defert.  Thar  love. 
Madam,  inftead  of  being  extinguifh- 
cd  by  repulfe,  has,  on  the  contrary, 
ac<^uired  additional  force  from  oppo- 
iition,  and  has  driven  hie  upon  expe- 
dients in  which  I  have  acquired  no- 
thing but  difgrace  :  it  has  forced  me 
to  the  meannclis  of  keeping  fpie$  con- 
tinually about  your  peribn:  and  your 
very  woman,  Sally,  in  whom  you  Ih 
confidently  trufted---nay,  Madam,  do 
not  ftart«--is  nothing  b^^tter  than  ope 
of  my  inftruments. 
*  A>  lone,  hoover,  as  you  remain- 
edabfolutely  difengaged,  1  bore  my  own 
rejeflion,  and  even  the  fhame  which 
refuked  from  my  unfuccefsful  attempt 
to  carry  you  off  before,  with  fome 
tolerable  fliare  of  temper  j  but  the 
moment  that  curfed  Harold  was  de- 
clared the  happy  map,  i  determined , 
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*  let  the  confcquence  be  what  it  woald^ 

<  to  prevent  the  celebration  of  vonr 
*'  union :  and  had  not  a  rupture  nap- 

*  pened  otherwife  between  you,  I  waa 

*  refolved    you    never  fliould    be  his» 

*  though  I  even  got  him  pillolled  on  his 
«  way  to  the  church.     When  you  were 

*  fcnt  up  to  town,  I  followed  you  in- 

*  flantly,  and  eflablifhed  my  intercft  fo 

*  effeftually  with  Mrs.  Darnel,  that  fhc, 

*  confented  to  my  carrying  you  off  from 
'  her  houfe,  if  there  was  no  likelihood 

*  of  my  fucceeding  by  any^  other  means. 

*  There    was   no    hkclihood^-on   the 

*  the  contrary,  lady  Havei  (ham  let  off 

*  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation  between 

*  her  family  and  yours  ;  and  the  thing 

*  may  be  concluded   done,    for  evci-y 

*  body  knows  that  woman  is  irrefirtible. 
'  Such,    Madam,   is  the  hiitory   of 

*  your  prc/ent  captivity.     Now  to  what 

*  muft  follow.     After  having  gone  thefe 

*  lengths  to  get  you  into  my  poiTcilion, 

*  it  cannot  l>c  fuppoied  that  the  power 

*  of  man  will  tfver  prevail  Upon  lue  to 

*  give  you  up.    Nor,  indeed,  is  it  likc- 

*  Jy  that  any  body  will  be  able  to  dif- 

*  cover  you,  iince  Mrs.  Darnel's  own 

*  ipterert,  as   well   as  her  reputation, 

*  muft  oblige  her  to  account  for  your 

*  abfence  in  a  manner  widely  different ' 
«  from  the  truth.     For  thefe  reafons, 

«  therefore.  Madam,  I  leave  it  to  the 

*  determination  of  your  own  good  fenfe, 

*  whether  it  will  not  be  much  better  for 
«  you  to   think  of  uniting  chearfully 

*  with  me,  than  urge  me  to  the  difa- 

*  greeable  neceflity  of  exerting  a  power, 

*  which,  however  unjuftly  it   may  be 

*  obtained,  neverthclefs  places  your  def- 

<  tiny  entirely  in  my  hands.     Believe 

*  me,  Mifs  Mildmay,  I  love  you  with 

*  the  moft  paftionate  extravagance,  yet 

*  with  the  niceft  ^ntiment  of  honour. 

*  If  I  did  not  intend  honourably,  what 

*  could  prevent  me,  in  a  houle  wheie 

*  my  will  is  as  abfolute  as  fate,  from 
«  gratifying  my  inclination  in  any  man- 

*  ner  I  might  wifti  ?      But  I  do  not 

*  know  how  it  is,  culpable  as  I   may 

*  have   been   with    regard   to    others, 

*  there  is  fomething  about  you  which 

*  always  excited  my  deepeft  veneration, 

*  and  awes  me  at  this  inttant,  when  I 
'  am  in  poftefiiQn  of  yoiir  perfbn,  frpm 
'  entertaming  any  intention  injurious  to 

*  your  chara^er.     I  have  talked  a  great 

*  deal,  and  fliall  now  acquaint  you  with 

*  my  final  determination  m  a  few  words. 
'  f  roqi  the  pufiiy  of  roy  views,  Ma- 

*  dam. 
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^  d^m,  ^hd  the  impoflibility  of  your 
■  ever  cfcaping  from  this  houfe,  I  am 
'  in  hopes  that  your  generofity  and  youi* 

*  iroodDefs  will  induce  you  to  accept  of 
'  uie  ofTer*  which  I  again  repeat,  of 

*  my  hand  and  fortune.    Make  a  me- 

*  rit,  therefore.  Madam,  of  neceflity, 
'  and  confent  to  my  propodtions  with 

*  a  j;ood  erace  j  for,  oe  afllired,  your 
^  fenjfal  £all  excufe  you  nothing,  as  I 

*  have  a  clergyman  already  in  the  houfe, 
'  who  is  not  to  be  terrified  from  his  du- 

*  ty  by  fcreams,  and  will  perform  the 

*  hecenary  ceremony,    were  you  even 

*  ftruggling  in  the  pangs  of  death,  and 
'  he  himfelf  to  be  deftined  the  next  mo- 

*  ment  to  inevitable  deliruAion.* 
Inhuman,  barbarous,  remorfelefs  vil- 
lain !  Ob,  Harriot !  do  not  vou  wonder 
at  my  patience  in  lillening  io  tamely  to 
(u  long  and  io  audacious  an  addrefs  ? 
But,  indeed,  my  dear,  the  odious  maji 
terrified  me  to  the  laft  degree  by  tlie  ex- 
ceis  of  his  confidence  ;  and,  in  propor* 
tion  as  it  was  proper  tor  me  to  interrupt 
him,  I  found  inyi'tK  lefs  and  leis  able 
to  break  in  upon  his  horrid  harangue. 
But  a  motion  which  he  made  to  feize  my 
hand  rouzed  me  inlUntly  to  an  exertion 
of  my  rpirits;  and,  ipurning  him  from 
me  wita  ail  the  difdam  I  could  poffibly 
aiTume,  yet  dill  poiTeflfing  my  recoliec* 
tiun,  I  Ji>oke  to  him  in  the  following 
manner.  *  Hear  me,  Haftings!  execra- 
'  ble  monfter,  hear  me  1  nor  imagine, 

*  becaufe  I  have  be:n  infamoufly  betray - 
'  ed  into  your  power,  that  any  thing 
'  can  fright  away  my  relu£laace  to  your 
'  perfon,  or  my  hatred  of  your  heart. 
'  Know,  then,  that  (hould  inltant  death 
'  be  the  confequence  of  my  refufal,  no 
'  force  on  earth  ihall  ever  make  me 
'  yours.  I  always  defpifed,  I  always 
'  deteiled  you  I  and  this  lad  outrage  of 
'  which  you  have  been  guilty,  gives 
'  fuch  aneverlafting  edge  to  my  aver- 
'  fion,  that,  if  I  retam  in  the  next  world 

*  any  fenfe  of  wiiat  has  palfed  in  this,  I 

*  ft\all    ftill  confider  you   through  all 

*  eternity  with  the  fame  unremitting 
'  contempt,  and  the  fame  unixmitting 
'  deteiiation.  What,  Sir,  do  you  fup- 
'  poic  that  the  more  reafon  I  have  for 
'  my  abhorrence,  the  more  I  (hould  re- 
'  lax  in  my  refentments  j  or  think  that, 

*  if  your  addreA'es  were  lepulled  when 

*  I  thought  you  infinitely  lefs  atroci* 
^  ous,  there  »s  a  poflibility  of  fucceed- 

*  ing  now,  when  you  are  covered  with 
^  aggravated  crimes  f  No,  Ha(!ing«,  no ! 


The  very  fuppofition  of  fuch  a  cir- 
cumfbnce  is  a  frelh  argument  of  your 
unw6rthinefs,and  only  lervin  to  render 
you  additionally  odious  to  my  imagi- 
nation.   Free  iiie,  thercforie,  from  this 
infamous  houfe,  I  deCre  you  I    Free 
me  inftantly  fiom  this  houfe  (  for,  hj 
the  inighty  God  of  heaven,  the  hour 
that  makes  me  yours,  puts  an  end  to 
my  life,  and  may  poinbly  endanger 
the  fafety  of  your  own.' 
'  tJpon  niy  word,  Madahi,'  repliecl 
the  infulting  wretch,  *  this  tone  of  voice 
is  perfe6lly  tragical ;  you  really  talk 
this  admirably  ;  and,  if  your  uvou- 
rite  Harold  was  not  to  the  full  as  grtak 
a  profligate  as  myfelf,  I  fliould  fhiok 
it  impoflTibk  for  you  to  overlook  the 
fmallelt  deviation  from  the  paths  of 
virtue.     But  I  appeal  to  .the  re^litudc 
of  your  judgment  againft  the  prepof- 
feflion  of  your  heart  i  and,  fmce  you 
force  me  to  put  the  queftion,  let  me 
a(k  you,  which  is  mod  entitled  to  your 
regard,  the  man  who  has  not  oiily 
rumed,  but  forfaken  you,  or  the  man 
who,  with  all  the  obloquy  of  thac 
ruin  upon  your  head,  is  willing  ti> 
take  you  to  his  anns,  and  is  ready 
even  to  think  himlclf  happy  in  a  par- 
ticipation with  your  difgrace?" 
Oh,  Harriot!  do  not  you  pity  mc, 
do  not  you  bleed  for  me  nere  ?  Stained 
and  polluted  as  I  was,  how  could  I  re> 
ply  to  the  equity  of  this  reproach?  t 
felt  it,  as  Hamlet  fays,  *  in  my  heart's 
'  core— in  my  heart  of  faeaits  f  and  the 
propriety  of  it  tlruck  meinftantly  dumb. 
O,  how  mean,  how  dci'picable  is  guilt, 
when  it  is  even  incapable  to  retort  an  in* 
fult  from  the  unworthy,  and  iluinks  be« 
fore  the  judgment-feat  of  Vice  with  as 
great  a  degree  of  timidity,  as  if  it  was 
immediately  arraigned  before  tlie  awful 
tribunal  of  Virtue !  That  Harold  too^- 
but  fave  me,  Harriot — I  muft  not  fuffer 
myfelf  to  think  of  that  3  I  cannot  find 
an  epithet  to  diftinguifli  him  by :  my 
reafon  is  impatient  to  brand  him  witn 
the  moil  deteftable — but  this  infatuated 
bofom  eternally  beats  in  his  behalf ;  and, 
though  1  iirive  todcfpife  and  abhor  him, 
yet  lull  1  feel  I  paiTionately  love. 

As  1  continued  in  a  itate  of  Clcnt 
confufion  at  this  unanfwcrablc  retort  of 
Sir  Hairy*s,  the  wreKh  rang  the  bell 
with  a  determined  air,  and  the  houle- 
keeper  entering  to  know  his  commands; 

*  Mrs.  Lawlbn,'  faid  he,  *  defire  the 

*  gentlemen  in  tiie  parlour  to  vtalk  up.* 

The 
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The  woman  withdrew  |  and,  before  I 
could  recoiled  rayfelf  fufficiently  to  aik 
him  for  what  purpofe  they  were  to  walk 
up,  three  of  the  fellows  who  had  been 
concerned  in  carrying  me  off  the  night 
before,  attended  by  a  moft  bold  looking 
man  in  a  clergyman's  habit,  were  in  the 
rooai.  This  was  a  fight  which  I  was 
utterly  unable  to  withftand ;  my  brain 
was  inilantly  on  fire ;  I  fcreamed  with 
a  wildnefs  of  diftra6lion ;  and,  juft  as 
the  clergyman  was  coming  up  to  me,  I 
fiink  down  lifelefs  on  the  floor.  What 
became  of  me  for  fix  whole  weeks  I 
know  not.  Mrs.  Lawfon  tells  me,  that 
1  was  in  fuch  ftrong  hyftericks,  after 
the  prcfence  of  the  men  had  tenified 
me  into  a  fwoon,  that  they  were  under 
a  neceflity  of  giving  over  their  purpofe 
for  that  time  $  and  that  it  was  with  the 
greattft  difficulty  fhe,  her  daughter,  and 
two  of  the  houle- maids,  could  remove 
me  to  my  room.  Here  it  feems  the 
violent  agitation  of  mind,  and  the  ex- 
ceflive  fatigue  which  I  had  undergone, 
threw  me  into  a  fortunate  fever,  which 
deprived  me  of  my  fenfes ;  and,  though 
the  monfter  Haflings  omitted  nothing 
which  could  poffibly  tend  to  my  reco- 
very, yet  it  was  full  fix  weeks  before  I 
was  brought  to  my  recolle6lion.  A- 
bout  this  time,  the  natural  goodnefs  of 
my  conflitution  triumphing  over  the  fu- 
ry of  my  diforder,  I  became  fomewhat 
Jenfible,  and  was  called  back  to  the 
pungent  reflections  of  a  renfibility,which 
made  me  look  with  an  inconceivable 
envy  upon  madnefs.  ^ 

During  the  dangerous  part  of  my  ill- 
nefs,  Mr.  Lawlon  informed  me,  that 
her  wretch  of  a  mafter  was  abfoluteiy 
frantick;  that  he  frequently  tore  his 
hair,  and  ftamped  upon  the  ground  with 
all  the  agitation  of  a  bedlamite,  fwear- 
ing  he  would  not  furvive  me  if  I  hap- 
pened to  die ;  and  raving,  that  the  grave 
ihould  at  leafl  unite  him  to  me,  fhould 
there  be  no  poffibility  of  a  union  with 
me  by  any  other  means.  Though  no- 
thing was  ever  more  odious  to  me  than 
the  thoughts  of  this  fellow's  paffion,  yet 
it  was  very  fortunate  that  he  loved  me 
to  fo  prepoierous  an  excefs ;  for  his  bru- 
tal companions,  before  I  fell  dangeroufly 
ill,  being  no  firangers  to  the  crime  of 
your  unhappy  friend,  were  continually 
ridiculing  his  intention  of  marrying  a 
creature  who  had  already  parted  with 
her  honour,  and  were  as  often  advifmg 
him  t«  profit  by  the  opportunity  which 


Mrs.  -Darnel  had  put  (b  lacktly  in  hit 
hands.  They  aflured  him,  that  a  woman 
who  had  been  familiar  with  one  man 
would  make  h<f  mighty  fcniple  to  be 
fsimiliar  with  a  fecond  j  they  mentioned 
my  hatred  of  him  as  the  greateft  of  all 
afFeftations}  and  infifted  that  nothing 
could  be  fo  contemptible  as  his  ftooping 
to  accept  of  a  woman  for  his  wife,  wnorn 
another  had  already  poffcffed  as  his 
miftrefs.  Thefe  arguments,  Mrs.  Law- 
foii  hinted,  would  wind  him  up  forae« 
times  to  a  downright  determination  of 
proceeding  to  the  moft  abfolute  viola- 
tions :  he  feemed  fearful  of  being  dc- 
fpifed  by  his  friends,  and  freouently 
talked  or  purfuing  their  advice;  out,  in 
the  midfl  of  all  his  refolutions,  the  defire 
which  he  had  to  make  me  his  irrevo- 
cably, and  the  dread  he  was  under  left 
I  fhould  commit  forae  inftant  a5l  of  def- 
peration  on  myfelf,  if  he  went  to  fuch 
fliocking  extremities,  prevented  him  from 
executing  his  horrid  defign ;  fo  that  when 
he  found  I  was  really  in  danger,  every 
thought  of  an  illicit  nature  was  imme- 
diately facrificed  to  his  concern  for  my 
recovery.  By  this  means;  my  dear  Har- 
riot, I  veiy  happily  efcaped  every  actual 
difhonourj  and,  though  his  deteftahle 

Saflion  was  the  fburceof  fuch  exquifite 
irtrefs,  ftill  it  was  that  very  pafHun 
which  was  the  ultimate  caufeof  my  pre- 
fervation. 

I  will  not,  my  dear  Harriot,  trefpafs 
on  your  patience  by  a  minute  detail  of 
all  1  fufferedin  this  odious  houfe  during 
a  period  of  fev'en  months.  Suffice  it,  that 
I  was  fcarcely  recovered  from  my  firtt ' 
fit  of  illnefs,  but  a  frefh  attempt  to  force 
me  into  a  marriage  brought  on  a  relapfe, 
which  faved  me  from  a  world  of  the  mofl 
infupportable  perfecution,  and  changed 
the  deteflable  importunities  of  Haflings 
into  a  frefh  concern  for  my  life.  This 
fecond  interpofition  of  Providence,  for  I 
confider  it  as  fuch  in  my  favour,  lifted 
three  months;  and  the  wretch  was  fo 
miferable  at  that  time  on  my  account, 
that  he  exprefTed  a  refolution  of  uling  no 
means  but  humility  and  confinement  to 
work  upon  my  temper  for  the  future. 
In  about  three  months  time  I  was  again 
tolerably  recovered,  and  beginning  again 
to  di-ead  fome  lawlefs  attempt  from  Sir 
Harry,  when  one  of  thofc  common,  yet 
unexpefled  accidents,  which  are  fome- 
times  produftive  of  events  that  cannot 
be  brought  about  by  the  utmofl  exer- 
tion of  human  wifdom,  fet  we  free  from 
captivity. 
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i^Tity,  and  opened  a  new  fcetoe  in  my 
Inttaiy,  perhap*  not  lefs  extraordinary 
than  any  of  the  former  paflaget. 

Sir  Uarryy  and  ibmeof  his  fellow- li- 
bertinea>  had  been  making  merry  below 
ftairs  one  day,  (fo^  I  fliould  have  told 
yott  that»  during  the  whole  time  of  my 
imprifonment,  I  never  once  eat  a  morfel 
out  of  thole  rooms  which  were  particu  - 
kily  fet  apart  for  my  ufe)  and  fat  up, 
according  to  cuftom,  fo  extremely  late, 
that  none  of  them  retired  fober  to  their 
rooms.  I  myfelf  heard  Tome  of  them 
very  noify  on  the  ftairs  when  they  broke 
up^  and  therefore  could  give  a  probable 
gue(s  at  their  fituations.  I  do  not  know 
what  was  the  matter  with  me,  blit  that 
night  I  would  not  pull  off  my  cloaths, 
and  only  threw  myfelf  acrofs  the  bed, 
to  indulge  myfelf  in  one  of  thofe  melan- 
choly reveries  which  are  generally  pleaf- 
ing  to  the  unfortunate.  Between  three 
aad  four,  however,  I  grew  a  little  hea- 
vy,  and  had  )uft  began  to  dose,  when 
Mrs.  I^wfon  and  her  daughter,  who 
always  lay  in  an  adjoining  bed  in  the 
fame  room,  as  well  to  prevent  me  from 
aay  poilibility  of  efcaping,  as  to  take 
care  that  my  apartments  were  not  ap- 
proached by  any  of  her  mailer*s  friends, 
gave  a  violent  (nriek  j  and,  jumping  out 
of  bed  with  the  utmoft  precipitation,  ex- 
claimed, that  the  houie  was  in  flames. 
It  was  now  about  the  beginning  of  Oc- 
.  tober,  and  wanted  a  confiderable  while 
to  day.  I  ftarted  up,  and  found  the 
matter  juft  as  they  reprefented  it,  the  fire 
blazing  fiercely  through  the  windows  ; 
and  the  fervants,  who  were  by  this  time 
alarmed,  were  Tome  of  them  unlocking 
the  ftreet-door,  and  unbolting  the  par- 
lour-windows,  while  others  were  bu- 
lled in  ailifting  their  intoxicated  mafters 
oat  of  bed.  This  was  an  opportunity, 
.my  dear  Harriot,  not  to  be  negle6led  : 
already  dreflfed,  I  took  advantage  of  the 
general  confuHon,  and  flipping  out  in 
nothing  but  a  black  filk  night-gown, 
while  every  body's  attention  was  employ- 
ed on  fomething  elfe,  I  gained  the  road, 
dark  as  it  was,  and  trudged  on  without 
knowing,  or  indeed  caring,  which  way 
I  went,  To  I  could  but  get  far  enough 
from  that  detefted  Haliings.  The  only 
apprehenfion  I  laboured  under,  was  that 
of  being  purfued  and  overtaken  by  fome 
of  the  wretch's  emillaries,  the  moment 
he  became  acquainted  with  my  flight* 
Butj  'as  if  Providence  was  particularly 
determined  to  rcfcue  me  from  his  handsi 


I  was  oVettaken  by  a  miniftering  angel^ 
in  the  humble  (hape  of  a  gsrdenefs  wife, 
who  wak  iinging  with  all  thechearfulneik 
of  a  benevolent  mind,  and  going  with  a 
cart-load  of  vegetables  to  oneofcheLon- 
don  markets .  I  addreffed  myfelf  to  her 
at  once  j  told  her  that  I  was  an  unfortu- 
nate young  woman,  who  had  been  car- 
ried off  from  my  friends  bv  force  about 
feven  months  before  j  and  that  the  vil- 
lain's houfe,  who  had  uken  me  away, 
being  that  moment  on  fire,  I  had  feised 
the  opportunity,  and  made  my  efcape : 
I  therefore  begged  her  protection,  and 
affured  her  I  would  make  it  worth  her 
while,  if  ihe  would  be  kind  enough  to 
take  me  along  Mrith  her,  as  I  was  fear- 
ful of  being  purfued  and  carried  back. 
The  good  woman,  who  had  ordered  a 
boy  that  drove  the  horfes  to  ftop  the  mo- 
ment I  fpoke  to  her,  replied,  that  who- 
ever I  was,  I  appeared  to  be  in  diftrefs^ 
and  that,  (he  faid,  was  a  fuflicient  claim 
to  her  afHftance  at  any  time.  So  faying, 
ihe  let  down  a  little  ladder  from  the  cart^ 
and  defiring  the  boy  to  ^Ip  me  up,  I 
was  feated  by  herfelf  in  an  inftant.  Aa 
Ihe  had  a  lanthom  by  her  in  the  vehi- 
cle, flie  could  now  have  a  tolerable  idea 
of  my  perlbn }  and,  after  looking  at  mO 
for  a  minute  or  fo,  in  the  leaft  offenfive 
manner  fhe  could  affume,  Ihe  ftood  up^ 
and  taking  off  a  ^warm  joieph,  in  which 
(he  was  buttoned  up  herfelf,  *  Come, 

*  Madam,'  faid  fhe,   '  this  is  a  cold 

*  motning ;  you  do  not  feem  much  ac- 

*  quainted  with  this  way  of  travellings 

*  therefore  let  me  help  you  on  with  thia 

*  coat.— Indeed  you  muft  have  It,'  per- 
cei  V  ing  I  made  a  motion  to  decline  being 
obliged  at  her  expence ;  '  and  you  mult 

*  let  me  tie  this  handkerchief  about  your 

*  head  too.  Poor  foul,  how  you  trem- 
'  ble!  but  have  a  ftout  heart:  I  will  be 
<  fworn,  from  your  looks,  that  you  are 
'  a  good  creature}  and,  depend  upon  it^ 
'  you  (hall  not  want  for  a  friend  whil« 
^  my  name  is  Deborah  Dobfon.' 

O,  Harriot !  how  was  I  charmed  with 
the  uncultivated  benignity  of  this  wor- 
thy ruftick  !  A  tear  of  gratitude  rofe  in  « 
ftantly  into  my  eye ;  and  all  I  could  fay 
was,  *  Good  Mrs. Dobfon,  I  thank  you.* 
We  had  not  rode  above  a  mile  from 
Hampllead,  (for  there,  my  dear,  it  waa 
that  Hadings  had  his  hou(e)  when  the 
honeft,  obliging  creature's  jofeph  and 
handkerchief  preferved  me  alinoft  mira- 
culoudy;  for  Sir  Harry  having  milTed 
me  in  a  veiy  little  time^  had  difpatched 
I      K  lervant« 
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lervantt«veiy  way,  I  fuppofty  in  feardi 
of  mti  not  at  111  attending  to  the  fafety 
of  bis  hou(e  i  and  two  of  them  now  came 
up  to  the  cart)  and  enquired  of  Mrs. 
Dobfon,  if  (he  had  met  anyyoung  wo- 
man on  the  road.  Mrs.  Dobfon  replied 
(he  had  not;  and  the  fellows  purfued 
their  courTe  furioufly  on  towards  town, 
fayiDP,  that  probably  fomebody  on 
horfeback,  or  in  a  poft-chaiie,  had  ta- 
ken her  up,  fmce  it  was  impoflible  for 
her  to  walk  fo  far  in  the  time. 

You  cannot  think  how  my  heart  flut- 
tered, my  dear  Harriot,  at  this  rencoun- 
ter, nor  imagine  what  a  degree  of  fatis- 
fa^ion  the  worthy  woman  expre/Ted  at 
my  fortunate  efcape.    <  You  fee,  Ma- 

*  dam,*  faid  ihe,  *  how  lucky  it  was 
'  that  you  con  rented  to  be  wrapped  up : 

*  that  jofeph  is  an  old  companion  of 

*  mine ;  and  I  (hall  love  it  as  long  as 
^  I  live,  for  being  the  means  of  your 

*  deliverance.*  In  this  manner  we  reach- 
ed Whitechapel,  1  think  (he  called  it, 
where  there  is  a  mai  ket  kept  j  and  where 
(He  had  a  fi(^,  (he  told  me,  a  widow 
woman,  who  kept  a  fnuff  little  bon(^, 
and  would  afford  me  all  the  accommo- 
dation  in  her  power.  Accordingly,  (he 
Jed  me  diredly  to  her  filter's,  who,  it 
leems,  was  aconfiderable  dealer  in  butter 
and  eggs,  and  was  now  preparing  to.fet 
out  upon  the  bufmefs  of  the  day,  a  mo(l 
comfortable  break  fad  of  coffee  being  al- 
ready on  the  table,  in  a  reat  fione  kitch- 
en, amply  furnilhed  with  pewter  and 
brafs,  cff  fo  fhining  a  complexion,  as 
bore  the  Arongeft  teftimony  imaginable 
to  the  cleanlinefs  of  the  owner. 

*  Molly,"  faid  Mrs.  Dobfon  to  her 
'iif^er  upon  enteiing^  '  I  have  brought 

*  a  (Irangcr  with  me  to  town  this  moru- 

*  ing :  hci-e  is  a  young  lady  who  was 

*  carried  off  from  her  fi  iefuls  by  fome 

*  fcoundrei   about  feven  months  ago, 

*  and  kept  all  that  time  at  the  villain's 

*  boufeatHampftead.  The  houfe,  thank 

*  God!  was  ahreas  we  pa  (Ted  by;  and 

*  the  young  lady,  while  all  the  family 

*  was  bufy  about  other  affairs,  (lipped 

*  out,  overtook  my  cait,  and  here  I 

*  have  brought  her  to  be  taken  care  of 

*  till  (he  CAW  fend  to  her  relations." 

!  God  blcfs  her  tiear  foul!'  returned 
tlie  other,  *  I  (hall  t^kc  as  nuich  care  of 
•*  her  as  if  ihe  was  my  own  child.     I 

*  warrant  her  poor  father  and  mother 
'  Iiave  felt  many  an  aching  heart  upon 

*  her  account.   But  come,  Madam,  fit 

*  down  f  let  us  have  a  di(h  of  ^oiiee. 


*  and  than  we  will  ihew  jpoo  to  a  b«^ 

<  where  you  may  reft  a  little  aftct  the 

<  fatigue  of  your  k»um^.*  So  fayingt 
fhe  helped  me  oft  with  my  jbibpb  and 
handkerchief }  white  a  pretty,  modeft- 
looking  young  womaQ,  about  eighteen, 
who  appeared  to  be  her  daughter,  kind* 
ly  reached  me  a  chair,  and  (eemed  fto* 
dious  for  opportunities  to  oblige  ase*    - 

After  breakfaft  the  two  (iftcra  prepar- 
ing to  |o  away,  recommended  me  to  the 
care  of  Sally,  the  young  woman  of  whoaa 
I  have  been  juft  (peaking,  and  wiflied 
roe,  in  a  very  afieftionate  manner,  m 
good  morning.  Before  they  withdrew, 
however,  I  begged  to  fpeak  to  my  wor- 
thy friend  Mrs.  Dobfon  in  a  private 
room :  the  good  woman  readily  indulg- 
ed my  requeft  j  and,  if  I  might  judge 
by  the  benignity  which  enlightened  her 
boneft  countenance,  (he  came  with  the 
more  readinefs,  from  a  fuppofition  that 
I  ftood  in  farther  need  of  her  (eivicea* 
When  we  were  alone,  •  My  dear  Mi-s. 

*  Dobfon,*  faid  I,  <  you  have  eternally 

*  obliged  me  ^  you  have  been  my  pte- 

*  ferver,  my  guardian  angel  {  but  I  ttiall 

*  be  the  moft  miferahle  creature  in  the 

<  world,  nnlefs  you  kindly  accept  thia 

*  trifle,*  endeavouring  to  Iqueeae  five 
guineas  into  her  hand,  *  for  a  pair  of 

*  gloves.*—*  Madam,*  replied  the  ge- 
nerous Mrs.  Dobfon,  in  a  ftyle  miich 
above  her  condition,  *  I  am  no  way  (or- 

*  ry  that  you  make  me  this  offer,  becaufis 

*  it  confirms  my  g^ood  opinion  of  vou  ; 
'  but  I  (hould  think  very  meanly  of  my- 

*  felf,  if  I  was  capable  of  taking  a  i«- 

*  ward  for  performing  a  common  tSt  of 

*  humanity.    God  blefs  you,  my  fwtet 

<  young  lady,*  continued  flie,  kiffing  roy 
cheek,  •  and  fend  you  a  happy  meeting 

*  with  your  (fiends !     While  you  ftay 

*  here,  every  thing  wilt  be  at  yoor  fer- 
'  vice,  I  dare  fay ;  and,  humble  aa  we 

*  are  in  the  world,  be  affured  you  have 

*  fa  lieu  among  people,  who  would  ra- 

*  ther  confer  obligations  than  receive 

<  them.*  Oh,  Harriot,  thefe  are  thm 
perfons  whom  your  great  ones  look  opon 
with  contempt  $  thefe  are  the  perwna 
whom  the  infolence  of  opolence  or 
pomp,  fo  frequently  confiders  as  Httle 
luperior  to  the  merely  animal  creation  : 
yet  fee  by  what  fouls  they  are  informed  ! 
The  mind  of  this  woman,  my  dear, 
would  have  done  honour  to  a  coronet ^ 
yet  how  many  women  are  there  wttli  co- 
ronets, who  would  (hed  the  fmalleft  de« 
gree  of  credit  upon  her  cart  f 
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After  M  dqMrtlwe  of  the  two  indof- 
I  Mtrtf  BaUj9  tQ  whofe  care  I  was 
i,  adTiU  me,  in  m  very  pretty 
rt^  to  lie  down,  iniiftin^uppn  Iwlp- 
wg  me  to  ondreft,  and  beggin|;  1  wooid 
confider  inyielf  at  honM  in  their  family. 
I  complied  with  8alJy*t  obliging  intrea* 
ti9$f  and  accordingly  went  to  bed  j  but» 
alaa !  my  dear,  I  awoke  in  a  high  fever» 
and  was  aftually  delirious  before  the 
flaod  young  woman^s  mother  returned 
from  market.      By  the  excefs  of  the 
wtmhy  people*s  tendemefs,  and  the  care 
of  an  exoellentapothecary,  who,  it  feems, 
attanded  that  admicable  inllttution  call- 
ad  the  Magdalen,  about  which  you  and 
I  have  fo^equently  talked  in  the  coun- 
try, I  was,  in  as  (hort  a  time  as  polTible, 
movered  from  my  illnefs  j  but,  though 
asy  health  was  re-eftablifhed,  my  mind 
was  totally  unhinged.    The  nvmberlefs 
dtftrefies  which  I  nad  of  late  fuftained, 
foinedto  the  confcioufnel's  of  having  been 
the  armni  author  of  every  mitfoitune 
ttyfelC  were  too  much  for  me.     Igno- 
lant  whether  my  brother  was  living  or 
dead «  fatisfied  that  my  poor  father  and 
■xither  mull  be  torn  by  the  (barpcft  of 
til  anxieties  f  and  convinced  that  my 
Harriot  herfelf  mo  ft  have  given  me  up 
aa  a  Mt,  abandoned  creature  $  I  was 
continually  raving  about  my  fall,  and 
wiihing  for  fomeafyhim*  where  I  might 
wafte  oat  the  remainder  of  my  days  in 
penittsce  for  my  fin.    In  Acad,  therefore, 
of  defiring  to  write  to  thofe  who  would 
iatefeft  themlelves  in  my  behalf,  I  look- 
od  apoB  the  whole  wurld  as  my  irrecon- 
odaable  enemy }  yet,  though  I  inceflanily 
sawed,   I   was  nevertheiefs   apparently 
oaba,  and  perfectly  confident.     It  was 
m  vain  that  poor  Mrs.  Dobfon,  the  ho- 
aoft  woman  her  fifter,  and  the  whole  fa- 
aily,  oppoied  my  refolution  of  entering 
die  Magdalen  $  it  was  in  vain  that  thev 
aHVirsd  1^  of  a  perpetual  afyium  with 
them.  I  continued  inflexible)  and  what 
vras  the  abiblute  refuit  of  my  .delirium, 
they,  who  could  naturally  judge  by  no* 
thing  but  appearances,  let  down  as  the 
coaquence  of  premeditated  determina- 
tion^ io  that  at  laft  they  confented,  and  I 
was  received,  though  with  fome  eifential 
deviations  from  the  cuftomary  mode  of 
accepting  penitents,  the  good  apothecary 
managing  matters  with  as  much  delicacy 
aa  could  be  wi/hed.     I  have  fmce,  how- 
cvcr»  learned,,  that  had  any  of  Hailings^s 
people  reoMtned  about  Hampllead,  to 
msfy  Mrs.  ViMoat   enquiries^   or 
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could  Iha  have  prtvaHed  on  mo  to  give 
any  account  of  myfelf  after  my  illnefs, 
I  never  Ihould  have  entered  this  place* 
But  Sir  Harry *s  houle,  it  feems,  being 
entirely  burnt  down,  the  whole  family 
was  removed  before  her  enquiries  began  | 
and  I  was  ib  Urenuoufly  bent  upon  my 
icheme,  that  I  evaded  an  anfwer  to  her 
queftions  to  my/elf,  with  a  degree  of 
cunning  almoU  wonderful  in  my  cir- 
cumftances. 

I  have  now,  my  dear  Harriot,  been 
io  this  houTe  above  three  months,  and 
fin  J  that  my  little  underftanding  is  as 
well  eftabli/hed  as  my  health.  I  have 
therefore  employed  myfelf  for  fome 
time  in  drawing  up  the  foregoing  ac- 
oount  for  your  information,  and  fubmit 
it  entirely  to  your  own  difcretion,  either 
to  conceal  it,  or  tu  lay  it  before  my  ref- 
lations. My  friend  Mrs.  Dobfon,  and 
her  fifter,  with  their  good-natured  nieco 
and  daughter,  vifit  me  at  every  conve- 
nient opportunity )  and  I  have  now  made 
the  worthy  people  acquainted  with  the 
hiftory  ot  my  misfortunes,  though  I 
have  not  yet  informed  them  either  of  my 
betrayer*s  name,  or  the  name  of  my 
own  family  t  and,  what  is  ftiil  more,  I 
have  pcrfuaded  Sally*s  mother  to  accept 
of  fifty  guineas,  which  I  had  in  my 
purfe,  for  all  her  trouble  and  expence  3 
and  Sirs.  Dobfon  has  promifed  to  wear 
a  ring  for  my  fsd^e,  but  not  till  (he  fees 
meoutof  this  houfe.  Somehow,  wor- 
thy as  thefe  people  are,  they  look  upon 
publick  penance  as  difrcputablc :  per- 
haps, according  to  to  the  modes  of  this 
country,  it  may  be  foj  but  what  in 
ht\  is  cuftom,  where  confcience  is  fole- 
ly  to  determine  upon  virtues  and  upon 
crimes  ?  It  is  true,  if  my  imagination 
had  not  l>een  diAurbed,  I  had  never 
dreamed  of  entering  into  a  place  particu- 
larly dedicated  to  the  publick  penitence 
of  proititution  :  yet,  alas  I  Harriot,  how 
am  I  better  than  the  unhappy  poor 
cieatures,  v/hom  the  pinching  hand  of 
necelTity,  or  the  poignant  llings  of  re- 
nnoife,  h:ive  brought  to  the  fame  falu- 
rai7,  yet  humiliatmg  habitation  ?  Have 
I  not  violated  the  facred  laws  of  virtue? 
Have  I  not  blaf^ed  my  reputation  ?  Have 
I  not  torn  a  father's  heart  with  unutter- 
able anguifh  P  Have  1  not  fteeped  the 
pillow  of  an  excellent  motlier  in  defpair  ? 
And  may  not  the  generous  youth,  my 
brother,  be  long  fmce  murdered  on  my 
account?  O  fave  me,  Harriot,  from 
that  dieadful  fuppofition  I  Snatch  me, 
ka  if 
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if  poinbie,  from  my  fears  upon  this  oc- 
caiion ;  or  my  portion  rouft  be  diftrac- 
tion  without  end.  Gracious  God  I  what 
a  wretch  do  I  appear  on  the  fmalleft  re- 
colle6lion !  And  (hall  fuch  a  creature 
ts  I,  imagine  Aie  is  any  ways  lefTened 
by  mingling  with  thofe  who,  like  her- 
felfy  have  facrificed  the  dignity  of  their 
fex,  and  the  honour  of  their  families  ? 
Np,  Harriot,  this  is  the  propcreft  ha- 
bitation for  me  now  !  Here  meditation, 
^s  the  poet  fays,  may  find  room  even  to 
madnefs  j  and  here  the  ftreaming  eye 
of  a  heart-dire£led  contrition  may  pof- 
fibly  wa(h  away  the  (lains  of  guilt,  and 
induce  the  awful  Father  of  mercies 
to  overlook  ray  crimes.  But  my  poor 
parents !  my  nobly-minded  brother ! 
O  Harriot,  if  I  yet  retain  any  Ihare  in 
your  remembrance,  write  to  me  in- 
ftantly !  I  fhall  not  clofe  my  eyes  till 
the  return  of  the  pod.  A  letter  directed 
to  Mrs.  Carter's,  my  kind  hoftefs,  in 
Whitechapel,  for  Charlotte  Windham, 
(the  name  which  I  afFumed  in  the  un- 
fettled  date  of  my  mind,  to  prevent  my 
family  from  receiving  any  farther  dif- 
gra^ce)  will  be  immediately  forwarded 
to  the  loft,  unhappy  wretch,  who  pof- 
feffed  the  firft  place  in  your  friend Aiip 
When  (he  was 

Louisa  Mildmay. 

LET  T  E  R    VIL 

SIR  F.9BERT  HAROLD  TO  CHARLES 
MELMOTH,   £SC^ 

CALAIS,    PZCSMBEK    16. 

OH,  Mclmoth  I  my  Louifa  is  Inno- 
cent I  her  account  is  authenticnied 
by  the  ftrongcft  of  all  tefttmonics,  the 
acknowledgment  of  H^ftings  hlmfclfj 
and  the  villain  has,  by  this  tnnt:,  pro- 
bably atoned  with  his  life^  ^or  all  the 
tortures  of  her  bofom,  and  all  thj  ago- 
nies of  mine.  I  have  ju(t  reached  this 
place  J  and  have  lat  down,  while  a  lit- 
tle vsllcl  is  getting  ready  to  iHil  with  me 
for  Dover,  to  fend  you  a  cur  lory  account 
of  particulars,  left  any  accident  /hould 
prevent  me  from  being  with  you  in  Lon- 
don as  early  as  the  poih 

I  had  jult  received  Lady  Hayerfliam*s 
copy  of  Louifa's  afTeflmg  hiftory,  which 
YOU  fcnt  me  with  your  laft,  when,  all 
life  and '  fpirits,  I  drefl'cd  for  the  opera, 
and. happened  to  be  introduced  into  a 
box  where  ai\  EngUOi  gentleman  was 


fitting  atone,  with  whom  I  fell  iata(<v 
familiar  a  converfation,  that  I  acccpfted 
a  pro|>oral  which  he  made,  of  eating-  a 
bit  of  fupper  at  a  tavern  after  the  per<^ 
formance ;  and  this  the  more  readily^  as 
his  appearance  bore  an  indicatioii  of 
faihion,  and  as,  in  the  courie  of  our 
chat,  he  mentioned  his  bdng  intimate 
with  two,  or  three  gentlemen  of  my*  ac- 
quaintance. 

When  the  opera  was  ovef ,  we  retirecl 
to  one  of  the  beft  houfes  in  the  neisii- 
bourhood  of  the  theatre;  where,  ma 
drinking  two  or  three  ^afies  of  Bur- 
gundy, he  mentioned  that  his  name  was 
Sir  Harry  Haftings,  and  that  he  had  z 
feat  in  the  county  of  Oxford.  I  need 
not  tell  you,  that  this  information  let 
me  inftantly  on  fire..  I  was  ju(V  going 
to  break  out,  and  to  demand  fatisfa^lion 
for  his  outrages  to  Louifa,  when,  re- 
collecting it  would  be  be^  to  hear  his 
own  account  of  matters,  for  fear,  after 
all,  that  Mifs  Mildmay  might  draw  up 
a  ftory  to  anfwer  her  own  purpofes>  and 
trefpafs  a  little  upon  veracity  to  exte- 
nuate the  infamy  of  her  flignt.  With 
this  view,  I  aiked  Sir  Harry,  if  he  vras 
acquainted  with  the  Miidroays,  as  I 
kr>ew  fomething  of  a  gentleman  who 
had  paid  his  addreflfes  to  a  young  lady 
of  that  family.      *  Acquainted  with 

<  them!*  replied  Sir  Harry;    *  yes»  I 

*  am  perfe^ly  acquainted  with  them  { 

*  and  it  is,  in  a. great  meafure,  o*  ac- 

*  count  of  that  very  young  lady  that 

<  I  have  quitted  England.     You  nftift 

*  know.  Sir,*  continued  the  comma* 
liicative  baionet,  *  that  I  am  a  near 
'  neighbour  of  the  Mildmays,  and  hskvt^ 

<  for  above  four  years,  entertained  a 

*  pafiion  of  the  moft  extravagant  na- 

*  tuie  for  their  daughter;   but  ibme- 

*  how,  though  my  fortune  was  as  good 

*  as  any  other  admirer's,  and  my  pro* 

<  poiUls  much  more  advantageous,  lliii 
'  ibme  freedoms  which  I  had  taken  with 
'  the  women,   created  inCurmountable 

*  o'.>ie6lions  to  my  chara6lcr,  and  my 

*  addrefies  were  rcjefted  with  a  degree 

*  of  diirefpeCl  that  gave  me  no  little 

*  moitification.    Stung  with  refentment 

*  at  the  cavalier  manner  in  which  i  was 

*  treated,  and  burning  alfo  to  obtain 

*  Mifs  Mildmay,  I  made  a  fiuitlefs  at- 

*  tempt  to  carry  her  off.    In  fome  time 

*  after  the  failure  of  this  defiGpn,  one 

*  Sir  Robert  Harold  (poflibly  the  gcn- 

*  tleman  you  mean.   Sir)  commenced 

<  aA  iicquaintance  at  Bath  with  Mifs 

<  Mildma  j]^ 
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-*  ySjXAtaijf   vA  worked  himfelf  R> 
fucceisfully  into  her  affeAiont,  that 
a  day  was  fet  apart  for  the  celebration 
of  their  nnptiaU,  though  this  happy 
lover  was,  to  the  full,  as  great  a  pro- 
fligate asmyfelf*    The  family,  how- 
ever,   paid  dear   for  the   preference 
which  they  gave  this  gentleman  ;  for, 
before  the  wedding-day,  Sir  Robert 
found  means  to  gain  the  lad  favour 
from  MIfs  Mildmay)  and  a  quarrel 
happening  between  them  immediately 
after,  the  intended  bridegroom  fairly 
took  his  leave,  and  left  the  difdainfvl 
Louifa  to  feel,  in  turn,  every  i^ing 
of   diiappointment,  and  every  pun'- 
gency  of  difgrace. 
*  Mift  Mildmay  on  this  waa  inftantly 
ient  to  town,  to  the  hou(e  of  a  rela- 
tion, one  Mrs.  Darnel  $   and,  as  I 
had  my  fpies  continually  at  work,  I 
found  out  at  once  the  place  of  her 
deftination,  and  followed  her  inftantly } 
being    dill    fb  ridiculouny  befotted, 
that  her  affair  with  Harold  no  way 
leflened  either  the  excefs  of  my  love, 
or  the  extravagance  of  my  veneration. 
In  fa£l,  what  would  have  damped  the 
ardour  of  any  other  man's'  pailion, 
cMiIy  ferved  to  iacreafe  the  fervour  of 
mine}  fo  that,  inftead  of  thinking  to 
poflefs  heron  the  fame  terms  with  that 
lucky  dog  Harold,  I  was  uncommon- 
ly defirous  of  making  her  mine  for 
ever.     I  vranted  to  be  fure  of  her ; 
and,  notwitbftanding  I  had  a  thou- 
fand  times  ridiculed  other  fdlows,  for 
fcandaloufly  ftooping  to  patch  up  a 
cracked  reputation,  ftill  1  went  on, 
as  if  her  chara£ler  had  been  unble- 
mifiied;  and  felt  infinitely  rooreun- 
eaiinefs  on  account  of  her  prepoflcilion 
for  the  deftroyer  of  her  honour,  than 
for  her  adual  deviation  from  the  fen- 
timents  of  virtue*    But  I  beg  your 
pardon,*  cried  Haftings,  interrupting 
htrofelf :    ^  I  am  trefpafling  on  your 
leiinreby  a  doll  repetition  of  an  affair 
which  cannot  poiubly  afford  you  the 
froalicft  entertainment.      People  are 
apt  to  teaze  others  with  thofe  circum- 
fbmces  which  affe£^  their  own  peace  \ 
and  I   never  hear  Mifs  Mildmay *8 
name  mentioned,  but  I  am  for  enter- 
ing into  an  account  of  my  paflion  for 
her,  and  a  narrative  of  my  various 
difappointments.  * 
'  O,    Sir,*  replied  I,   *  you  cannot 
f  oblige  me  more,  than  by  indulging 
f  yourftlf  on  the  fubjedl.    J|  anii  ex* 


tremely  entertained  by  relations  of  this 
nature  \  and,  if  there  is  no  particular 
fecret ^    *  Secret,  Sir  T  returned 

my  brother  baronet}  *  O  there  is  no 
fecret.  I  dare  fay,  by  this  time,  eve- 
ry thing  is  publick  enough  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  therefore  I  can  have  no 
obje6iion  to  gratify  your  curiofit^^, 
fince  fuch  a  gratification  is  the  highcft 
pleafure  I  can  do  myfelf.  Vou  mufb 
know,  Sir,  that  Mifs  Mildmay  had 
fcarcely  arrived  at  her  coufm  Dar« 
nePs,  when  the  prevailing  rhetorick 
of  one  thoufand  guineas,  and  a  five 
hundred  pound  annuity  for  life,  pre- 
vailed upon  the  worthy  relation  tp  de- 
liver her  into  my  hands.  The  price, 
extravagant  as  it  was,  I  did  not  mat- 
ter (jxpence;  but  it  feems  the  uncon- 
fcionabie  Jezabel  was  to  receive  fomc- 
thing  very  handfome  from  Harold*a 
fiiler.  Lady  Haverfham,  for  contriv- 
ing a  method  of  removing  thofe  in« 
conveniencics  to  which  the  beautiful 
delinquent  might  be  expoled  during 
her  abfence  frum  her  family ;  fuch  as 
want  of  equipage,  and  other  eflen- 
tiai  articles.  Thefe,  Lady  Havef* 
fham,  as  Harold*s  fiAer,  could  not 
be  feen  immediately  lo  fumifh,  aa 
Mifs  Mildmay's  delicacy  would  Ic 
alarmed;  and,  as  Mrs.  DarnePs  cir- 
cumftances  were  narrow,  (he  was  to 
receive  a  fecret  fufficiency  for  the  pur- 
pole,  and  to  be  properly  confiderdd 
for  her  politenefs  into  the  barf^ain. 
This  was  the  reafon  why  fhe  infifted 
upon  the  exorbitant  terms  I  have  men- 
tioned. But  enough  of  terms;  let 
it  fatisfy,  therefore,  that  (he  contrived 
a  feafible  excufe  to  leave  Louifa  alone 
one  evening,  that  the  fervants  were 
all  fent  out  of  the  way,  and  that,  with 
the  afliftance  of  four  or  five  friends, 
who  were  provided  in  cafe  of  acci- 
dents, I  carried  her  off  to  a  houfe 
which  I  had  at  Hampftead,  and  kept 
her  there  for  full  feven  months.' 
Now,  Melmoth,  fee  my  aftonifhing 
:ommand  of  temper.  *  Seven  months  !* 
ntcrrupted  I,  fo  calmly.  *  Well,  and 
furely  in  that  time  you  had  opportu- 
nities enough  of  carrying  your  poinlj 
either  by  marriage  or  a  more  expe- 
ditious method  ;  you  underftand  me.* 

— *  No,  by  all  that's  good !'  replieil  he  | 
fhange  as  it  may  appear,  I  was  to- 
tally difappointed  or  fuccefs.  She 
was  in  a  violent  fever  the  principal 
part  of  the  time  j  and,  in  the  inter- 
^  <  vaJs 
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*  vals  of  lier  neoveiy,  notbirfg  ctmid 
'  either  perfuade  or  terrify  her  loto  an 

*  acceptance  of  me.     I'he*  few  friends 
,*  -  who  were  in  ihe  fecret,  advifed  ine  to 

*  proceed  by  other  meansy  and  laughed 
«  iDceflTantly  on  account  of  i»y  roraan- 

*  tick  purity  of  afTefStion,  aa  tney  tcrro- 

*  cd  it,  for  a  caft  miftrefs.    Their  ri- 
^  dicule  too  was  the  more  fevcre,  be^ 

<  caufe  I  had  been  myfelf  one  of  the 

*  very  wildeft  in  the  whole  knot;  and 
.*  bad  taken  fuch  liberties  at  various 

*  times  with  the  iex,  as  rendered  my 

*  prtfent  behaviour  to  the  laft  degi^  ex- ' 

*  traordinary.    There  is  nothing  which 

*  we  can  ftand  fo  little  as  the  (haft  of 

*  ridicule.     I  was  a  thoufand  times  de-. 

<  tennined  to  profecute  their  advice; 

*  and  frequently  blulhed  in  fecret  at  the 

*  littleneisof  my  condu^,  in  thinking 

*  of  Mil's  Miidmay  for  a  wife.    Yet 

*  n>y  unaccountable  lore  got  the  better 

*  of  my  fliamci  and  I  was  terrified  from 

*  attempting  any  a6lual  violation,  be- 

*  caufe  I  knew  the  greatnefs  of   her 

*  fpirit;  and  was  apprehend ve,  that  in 

<  fuch  a  cafe,  (lie  injght  lay  a  defperate 
J  band  upon  her  perfon ;  (he  had  re- 

*  peatedly  thieatcned  as  much,  and  I 

*  am  pofitive  would  ha?e  been  as  good 
«  as  her  word/ 

*  It  is  wonderful,'    interrupted  I, 

*  that  fome  of   your  friends  did  not 
.*  ipeak  of  her  being  with  \ouj  that 

*  none  of  your  Ifrvants,.  as  you  were 

<  fo  near  a  neighbour  of  the  Mildmays, 

*  did  not,  at  Ibme  time,  write  to  their 

*  friends  in  the  country  about  the  young 

*  lady  J  or,  that  the  phyficians— ' 

'  O,  the  eafied  things  in  the  world 

<  to  manager    ciicd  Sir  Harry.     *  I 
'  had  fecrets  of  my  friends,  as  a  iecu- 

*  rity  forthepreiervation  of  mine:  my 

*  iervants  were  all  true  to  the  back  -bone, 

*  and  had  been  tried  a  thoufand  times  ; 

*  and  as  for  the  phyficians,  an  addi- 
'  *  tional  fee  made  ihem  as  filent  as  the 

*  grave  at  any  time.' 

*  Well,*  interrogated  I,  '  and  was  it 
*.  poffible  that  (he  could  efcape  at  Uft 

*  out  of  your  h  <nds,  without  rewarding 

*  you  for  all  \\\t  trouble  which  you  were 

*  at  upon  her  account  ?* 

*  It  ivaj  poflible,"  replied  Sir  Harry, 

*  becaufe  (he^/^$  and  I  will  tell  you 

*  by  what  unfortunate  accident.     A 

*  paicel  of  us  had  been  making  mer- 
^  ly  one  eveiiing  below  (hiirs,  and  we 

*  were  all  pretty  well  in  for  it  before 
^  we  thought  of  going  to  bed»    For 


'  my  part,  thongli  IJBid/drtii&  vtoy 
'  near  four  bottl^,  I  kad  fioinclinatioti 

*  to  uhdrefs  j  I  therefore  took  up- a  to* 
'  lume  of  Triftram  Shandy,  .which  la^ 

*  by  the  |ied  fide,  and  continued  io]on|; 

*  at  this,  that  nature,  was.  at  laft  wea- 

*  ried  out,  and  I  funk  inilenfibjy  int6 
'  fo  found  a  flcep,   that  it  was.  with 

*  much  difficulty  they  could  wake  ntt 

*  when  the  hoiiie  was.  in  James  f  for 

*  the  bed  cmrtajns  by  fonoe  means  reach- 
'  ing  my  candle,  the  whole  furniture 

*  was  inftantly  in  a  blase,  and  the  firtf, 

*  I  fuppole,  (pread  through  the  efAer 

*  apartments  with  the  greateft  rapidity  t 

*  in  the  confufiqn  occafionfd  by  thin 

*  uiilucky  circumftance,    Mifs  Mild<« 

<  may  contrived  to  make  her  efcape} 

*  and  though,  the  moment  her  flight 

*  was  difcovered,  I  polled  roelTengers 

*  through  all  the  dtiferent  roads,  and 

*  even  continued  an  indefatigable  fearch 

*  after  her  for  above  two  months,  I 

*  never  could  gain  any  fatisfaftor^  ac- 

*  count.    Tired  out  at  length  with  a 
'  fearch  which  was  produdive  of  no- 

*  thing  but  difappointment  and  mortifi- 

*  cation,   I  gave  her  over,  and  quit- 

<  ted  England,  in  hopes  that  diftance 

*  and  time  would  mitigate  the  diftieifen 

*  of  my  mind,  if  it  could  not  even  re- 

*  iiore  my  tranquillity.     So  much,  Sir» 

<  for  Mifs  Mildmay  ^  and  now  1  have 

<  been  fo  communicative,  I  hope  you 

<  will  not  think  me  impertinent,  if  I 

*  aik  )ournimc,  and  beg  to  know  what 

*  part  of  England   is  favoured  with 

*  your  reiidcnce.* 

«  That,*  returned  I,  *  you  (hall  feota 
'  know :  my  name  is  Harold.     I  have 

*  an  e(bte  m  SomerfeUhire,   but  my 
'  principal  refidence,Svhen  I  am  in  £ng- 

*  land,  is  in  Grofvenor  Square.* 
Have  you  ever,   my   deaj-  Charles^ 

particularly  remarked  Garrick,  in  the 
fecond  a6b,  I  think  it  is,  of  Lear,  where 
Goneril  has  (truck  off  one  half  of  his 
followers,  and  the  poor  old  king  tells, 
his  melancholy  tale  to  Regan,  froA& 
whom  he  expefls  to  meet  the  moft  duti- 
ful reiiu-ns  of  (ilLal  gratitude  and  af- 
fe£lion :  have  you,  I  fat}*,  remarked  the 
intenft,  the  inexprtrifible  a(toniihment  of 
the  venerable  monarch,  when,  inftead 
of  receiving  the  lea  ft  coniblation  from 
the  onlv  chdd  of  which  he  now  reckonn  - 
himielf  poflelTed,  the  unnatural  harpy 
aggravates  the  indignity  he  has  fuifered» 
and  deiires  him  even  to  difmifsone  hal£ 
of  thoie  knights  which  baive  yet  Um 

feared 
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%aiedlnm  by  her  mfameut  fiUcv?  If 
VO0  recoiled  tbe  face  of  our  modem 
llofcrat.  in  tbat  celebrated  A:efie,  you 
will  hare  roine  tolerable  idea  of  the 
ainascAent  which  this  reply  inftantly 
fprcad  over  the  whole  countenance  of 
Haftings.      *  Harold  !*  exclaimed   he; 

*  Harold  r  drawing  bis  chair  infenfibly 
from  the  table,  and  fixing  his  eyes  on 
me  with  ao  abfolute  wildnrft  of  fur- 
pri^e.     *  Fray,   Sir»   are  you   the  Sir 

*  Robert  Harold,  who  fo  lately  courted 
«  Mifs  Mildmav  V 

«  The  very  fame/  CTied  I,  running 
to  the  door,  and  bolting  it,  *  and  you 

<  are  the  Sir  Han7  Haftings ,  who  hare 

*  been  villain  enough  to  cairy  off  that 

*  admirable  woman  in  a  forcible  man- 

*  ner  from  her  family  j  and  to  impri- 

*  ion  her  for  fcveral  montha  in  a  houfe, 

<  where  her  delicacy  was  to  be  treated 

*  with  a  continued  round  of  outrage, 

*  and  where  the  imprifbnment  of  her 
«  perfon  was  to  do  an  irreparable  injury 

*  to  her  reputation.   Draw,  Sir  I  for  the 

*  Cunc  providential  difpenfation  which 

<  haa  delivered  her  out  of  your  hands, 

<  now  delivers  yoik  up  for  punilhment  to 
«  mine.* 

*  Mighty  pretty,  truly  y  returned  Sir 
Harry,  dapping  his  hand  alfo  upon  his 
fword,  but  retreating  a  little  $  *  and  To 

I  have  been  all  this  while  unbofoming 
myfelf  to  my  greatest  enemy,  upon 
a  fall  fuppofition  that  J  was  making 
an  agreeable  ac(}uaintancei  if  not  a 
vahiable  friend  ?  Truly,  a  very  pretty 
rencounter ;  but  I  deferve  it  ail .  W  hat 
bij^neis  had  this  damned  tongue  of 
mine  to  run  on  fo  impertinently  in  the 
company  of  an  abfolute  ftranger? 
And  Q>,  Sir  Robert  Harold,  I  muft 
give  you  fatisfa£lion  for  behaving  like 
an  infamous  fcoundrel  to  Mifs  Mild* 
may?' 

*  Sir,*  replied  I  impatiently,  '  this 
is  no  time  for  words.  The  man  who 
could  behave  bafely  to  Loui&  Mild- 
may,  muft  be  the  greateft  of  all  vil- 
lains, and   ■     * 

*  I  am  glad  to  find  you  fo  extremely 
candid.   Sir  Robert,*  interrupted  he 

fneeringly  $  *  bccaufe,  if  you  will  only 
take  the  trouble  of  refte^ing  a  little, 
you  will  find  yourfelf  much  a  greater 
villain  then  your  humble  fervant. 
You,  Sir,'  continued  he,  altering  his 

Toice,  and  coming  up  fiercely  to  me, 
yott  are  a  mighty  proper  perlon  to 
commence  a  champion  for  cfa«  cauic 
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of  virtue.    I  carried  off  Loutfa,  it  it 

true;  and,  though  I  own  the  afiion 

to  be  highly  criminal,  yet  is  it  by  any 

means  lo  poor,  fo  paltry,  fo  dcfpi* 

cable,  as  yourconduA,  in  afiuming 

the  facred  appearance  of  honour  and 

'  attachment,  to  hreak  in  upon  the  un<- 

fufpcAing  confidence  of  her  foul,  and 

to  blaft  her  reputation  ?  Her  charac« 

ter,  Sir,  was  as  unfuiliedas  the  noon* 

'  tide  beams  of  heaven,  till  you  infi-* 

'  dioufly  found  means  to  fteal  upon  her 

'  afFeflions,  and,  in  an  accurfed  hour^ 

'  like  the  bafeft  of  all  fcoundrels,  in- 

'  famoufly  violated  every  law  of  hot* 

'  pitality,  every  fentiment  of  friend* 

'  ftijp,  and  every  proteftation  of  lo««. 

'  I  have  violated  no  law  of  hofp2taiity» 

'  have   broken  no  link  of  friendships 

'  have  burft  no  proteftation  of  love.  Oft 

'  the  contrary,  fo  far  was  I  from  widi- 

'  ing  to  betray  Louifa  Mildmay,  that  I 

'  was  even  willing  to  take  her,  ftained 

'  and  polluted  as  flic  was  by  your  bale* 

'  nefs,  and  did  not  hefitate  an  inftant 

'  to  narticipate  in  her  ffiame.     And 

'  (hall  you,  the  original  author  of  alt 

'  her  misfortunes,  fliall  you  take  upon 

*  you  to  call  others  to  an  account  f 

*  Shall  you,  a  villain  of  fuch  deeper 
'  dye,  ftand  up  as  an  advocate  for  in- 
'  jured  innocence}  and  talk  of  chaftir* 

*  ing  offenders,  who  are,  comparative* 

*  ly,  fpotlefs  to  yourfelf?  Audacious 

<  fcoundrel!  let  me  rather,  as  infinitely 

*  the  Icaft  culpable  of  the  two,  heiv 

*  take  vengeance  upon  you^  for  all  the 

<  calamities  which  have  befallen  a  wo- 

*  man  whom  I  doat  upon  to  diftraAion* 

*  From  the  moment  I  firft  heard  of  your 

*  fiiccel's  with  her,  your  very  name 
^  planted  a  thoufand  fcorpions  in  my 

*  bofom  5  and  I  would  have  facrificed 

*  you  to  my  rage,  had  not  an  indication 
«  of  my  reicntment  been  likely  to  dif* 

*  appoint  my  defigns  upon  Louifa.  I 
'  therefore  iiudioud  y  avoided  feci  ngyou^ 
^  well  knowing  the  vehemence  ot  my 

*  own  temper.    But  the  time  is  now 

*  come,  and  it  is  not  a  little  of  youc 

*  blood  which  can  gratify  the  greedi* 

*  nefs  of  my  revenge.* 

Met  moth,  cowardice  and  guilt  are  in* 
(eparable  companions.  By  the  God  of 
heaven,  this  harangue  of  Sir  Hairy*a 
almoft  petrified  me.  I  felt  myielf^  a 
paltry,  defpicabie  villain  ;  and  I  actually 
believe,  had  not  his  fword  been  already 
pointed  at  my  bofom,  the  jufttceof  hie 
reply  would  have  Ihauned  my  refent- 

ment 
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nerttinto  {ilence»  and  awed  me  into*aU 
conrcientiouft  acknowledgments  of  the 
keeneft  felf- reproach  $  but  my  manhood 
was  rouzed  at  the  fight  of  his  naked 
weapon y  and  to  it  we  went,  with  as 
determined  malignity  as  ever  rankled  in 
the  breads  of  men.  Sir  Harry  had  great 
command  of  his  fwprd,  and  was  prodi- 
gioufly  ftrong  in  the  arm.  For  fome 
time  he  thought  to  conquer  me  by  a  mere 
exertion  of  torce;  but  finding  this  me- 
thod ineffe^ual,  he  threw  out  one  of 
thoie  exquifite  feints,  which  none  but 
a  mafter  indeed  (hould  ever  think  of 
giving  into.  I  do  not  believe  he  thought 
xne  io  good  a  fwordfrnan  as  I  really  am. 
However,  before  he  could  poflibly  re- 
cover himfelfi  I  made  fo  rapid  a  lunge, 
that  my  fword  was  half-way  throus;h 
his  right  breaft  $  and  the  violence  of  the 
thruft,  together  with  the  acutenefs  of 
the  pain,  brought  him  inftantly  to  the 
floor.  The  noii'e  which  our  combat  oc- 
caHoned,  by  this  time  bringing  up  the 
peq>le  of  the  hou(e,  I  thought  it  highly 
seceflTary  to  think  of  making  my  efcape, 
cfpecially  as  they  all  cried  out,  '  He^s  a 
*  dead  man  P' and  he  himfelf  advifed 
me  to  fet  immediately  off.  I  did  fo  : 
and,  leaving  Edwards  to  follow  with 
my  baggage,  I  quitted  Paris  in  lefs 
than  an  hour,  and  ihall  embark  in  a  few 
minutes  for  Dover. 

Such  is  the  hiftory  of  this  qdarreJ. 
And  now,  Charles,  hear  me  attentive- 
ly. The  moment  you  receive  this,  go 
to  Lady  Haveriliam,  and  tell  her,  that 
if  Louifa  and  her  friends  are  not  entirely 
reconciled,  and  ready  to  receive  me  at 
my  going  over,  I  fliall  take  an  everl ail- 
ing leave  of  England,  and,  perhaps, 
banifh  myfelf  for  life  from  any  degite 
of  converfe  with  human  fociety.  Tell 
her,  that  what  my  angel  has  fuflfered, 
and  fuflPered  chieiiy  through  my  means, 
has  rendered  her  fo  inconceivably  dear 
to  my  fond  heart,  that  a  new  difap- 
pointment  will  probably  drive  me  to 
ibme  inftant  a£l  of  defperation.  In  Aiort, 
Charles,  tell  Lady  Havcrftiam  every 
thing  which  is  moH  likely  to  alarm  her 
teifdemels,  or  work  upon  her  gencrofity. 
But  why  do  I  affront  the  excellent  wo- 
man with  a  doubt  of  this  unneceffary 
nature?  Why  do  I  fuppofe— But, 
Charlqs,  I  will  neither  talk  of  doubts 
nor  fupppfes :  the  firft  are  the  greateft 
injury  to  the  benignity  of  her  heart ; 
and  the  latter,  I  hope,  is  a  violence  to 
the  jufticc  of  my  own.    Adieu,  there- 


fore, my  dear  Melmoth,  arid  be  afTareJ^ 
that,  let  my  fate  be  whatfoever  it  may, 
I  muft  be,  as  long  as  I  live,  your  tnie 
friend, 

K.  Harold* 


LETTER    VIII. 

LADV  HAVRRSHAM  TO  THE  COVtt'^ 
r£S5  OF  BLANDPORD. 

MY  DEAR  LADY  BLANDFORO, 

MY  cares  are  now  over.  Bob  is  at 
laft  married  to  Mifs  Mildmay ! 
and  has  turned  out  the  very  thing  I  al- 
ways thought  he  would,  a  man  of  real 
probit]^  and  found  understanding.  Yomr 
lady  (hip  already  knows  what -a  variety 
of  misfortunes  attended  my  fweet  filter, 
from  the  time  of  her  expulfton  from  her 
father's  till  her  departure  from  the 
Magdalen  *.  fo  that  all  which  is  ne« 
ceffary  for  me  to  relate,  is  the  reception 
which  her  family  gave  her,  and  the  re^ 
ception  which  fhe  gave  my  brother. 

I  have  already  told  you,  thai  the  mo- 
ment her  poor  parents  faw  her  letter  to 
M\(k  Beauclerk,  they  wrote  up  to  me» 
defiring  me  to  take  her  inftantly  away 
from  the  ftrange  af^lum  which  flie  had 
chofen  in  h^r  delirium,  and  promifing 
to  be  in  town  within  a  we^k,  when  every 
thing  (hould  be  fettled  to  my  fatisfac- 
tion :  for  I  had  frequently  told  them, 
how  pafHonately  Bob  continued  to  love 
the  unfortunate  young  lady,  under  alt 
the  difadvantages  of  what  we  confidered 
a  fcandalous  elopement.  They  at  the 
fame  time  fent  me  up  Louifa's  little  hif- 
tory,  where  I  faw  plainly  enough,  that 
notwithftanding  the  unaccountable  part 
which  my  brother  had  aAed,  the  dear 
deceived  girl  could  not,  by  any  meana, 
erafe  him  from  her  heart.  A'  copy  of 
this  letter  I  therefore  got  that  worthy 
man,  Mr.  Melmoth,  to  take  for  Bob's 
immediate  ufe$  and  flew  myfelf  to  the 
Magdalen,  to  which  as  I  have  been 
upon  fome  occafions  a  benefa6trefs,  I 
have  always  accefs,  and  enquired  for 
Louifa  by  her  affumed  appellation  of 
Windham.  The  good  Mrs.  Dobfos^ 
and  her  fifter,  who  have  acquired  Co  }uft 
a  confideration  with  Louifa,  were  with 
her  when  I  went  in.  The  two  konell 
women,  it  feems,  are  intimately  ac* 
quainted  with  the  matron,  and  that  ac« 
quaintaiice  admitted  them, whenever  they 

pleafcd 
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|)leaftd,  to  Mift  Windham.  Thcyfrere 
BOW  fitting  in  tbe  matron^t  rooniy  when 
my  appeannce  threw  the  little  group 
into  the  greateft  conftemation.  Louifa^ 
die  moment  flie  iaw  me,  ftarted  from 
her  feat  with  a  lightning-like  rapidity, 
and  exclaiming*    *  Laoy  Haverfliaml 

*  Lady  Haferfhamr  fainted  inftaotly 
in  mj  arms.  Her  two  friends  reemcd 
prodi^onfly  ftmck}  hot*  nevertheleia, 
exerttti  themfelTtf  fo  fuccefsfullv  in  re- 
covering her,  that  ihe  was  quickly  in  a 
capacity  of  converiing}  which  when 
they  found,  they  propofed  to  withdraw, 
though  Mrs.  Dobfon  had  a  vifible  re- 
ludance  in  her  manner,  that  made  me 
cooiider  her  with  extraordinary  atten- 
tion. Mifs  Mildmay,  however,  would 
not  fuffer  them  to  ftir  j  but,  takine  each 
by  tbe  hand,  prefented  them  with  fuch 
a  grace  to  me,  that  I  could  not  help 
kaBnf  her  heartily  for  the  condefcend- 
ing  dignitv  of  the  recolleAion.  *  My 
'  dear  Lachr  Haveriham,*  fays  flie,  *  you 

*  have,  I  (uppofe,  feen  my  letter  to  Mifs 

*  Beauderk.*  I  anfwered  in  the  affir.- 
mative.    *  Why,  then,^  continued  ihe, 

*  ^ve  me  leave  to  prefent  two  of  the 
'  worthieft  creatures  in  the  univerfe  to 

*  your  bdyfliip.— This,  Madam,  is  the 

*  excellent  Mrs.  Dobfon— and  this  the 
'  beneficent  Mrs.  Carter,  whom  I  have 
'  mentioned  in  that  paper.* 

I  roie,  and  fiiluted  each  of  them  i 
thanking  them  in  the  warmeft  terms  for 
their  generous  attention  to  Mifs  Mild- 
may,  and  begging  to  know  in  what 
manner  I  could  be  ferviceable  to  them 
oo  her  account.     *  O  Madam  1*  cried 
Mrs.  Dobfbn,  falling  on  her  knees,  and 
kifiing  my  hand  with  great  eagemefs, 
'  you  have  been  long  entitled  to  our  ut- 
moft  fcrvices,  to  the  everlafting  pray- 
tra  of  me  and  my  whole  family.  Your 
ladyihip*s  munificent  hand,  and  your 
noble  brother''s,  have  been  the  blefled 
inftruments  of  Providence,  to  fnatch 
both  me  and  n>ine  from  deftruAion. 
Yonr  ladydiip  may  remember  the  un- 
happy farmer  Jenkins,  of  Salisbury, 
vbo  was  thrown  into  gaol  through 
tfaie  inhumanity  of  a  brutal  landlord, 
for  refenting  an  indecent  liberty  taken 
with  his  daughter.    I,  Madam,  was 
wife  to  that  Jenkins,  and  mother  to 
that  daughter.    Your  gracious  bro- 
ther redeemed  my  huiband  from  pri- 
ibn,  and  nve  a  marriage  portion  with 
my    child.      Your  ladylnip  fcarcely 
heard  of  Sir  Robertas  unexampled  ge- 


'  nerofity,  before  toq  fent  ui  down  fuch 

*  a  furo,  as  enabled  us  to  pay  off  all 

*  our  debts,   and  Ctt  us,  once  more. 

*  above  the  frowns  of  the  world.  We 
'  were  utterly  unknown  boih  to  your 
'  brother  and  you )  and  had  no  recom- 
'  mendation  to  jrour  pity,  but  the  me- 

<  rit  of  our  diftrefs.    Mav  the  sreat 

*  God  of  heaven  and  earth  mower  dowa 

*  eternal  ble(Bnfi[s  upon  both  your  headsf* 

*  and  may  vou  both  feel  that  happinm 
'  a  hundred  times  doubled  with  which 
'  you  filled  the  hearts  of  both  me  an4 

*  mineP 

Grateful,  generoufly- minded  crea- 
ture !— My  dear  Lady  Blandfbrd,  you 
cannot  think  how  the  tears  rolled  down 
my  cheeks  at  this  pathetick  addreTs.  t 
remembered  the  name  perfeAly  well^ 
and  it  was  the  merit  of  my  brother*f 
behaviour  on  that  occafion  which  ori- 
ginally rivetted  him  to  the  boibm  of 
Louila.  You  recoiled  the  affair  your* 
felf ,  I  dare  fay  i  lor  I  believe  I  (hewed 

Jrou,  as  a  curiofity,  what  a  well-written 
etter  of  thanks  I  received  from  poor 
Mrs.  Jenkins,  immediatelv  afbr  I  had 
ordered  the  remittance,  wnich  dwelt  (6 
firongly  upon  the  good  woman*s  me- 
mory. I  raifed  her  up,  you  may  be 
fure,  as  foon  as  I  pombly  could,  and 
told  her  that  the  young  lady  whom  (he 
had  befriended  fo  much,  vrould,  I  hope, 
in  a  (hort  time,  honour  my  brotner 
with  her  hand,  as  the  match  was  what 
lay  clofely  to  the  heart  of  both  our  fa- 
milies. She  heard  me  with  a  look  tha^ 
indicated  a  wildnefs  of  fatiftfaAion ;  and, 
burftine  into  a  loud  flood  of  tears,  ran 
about  the  room,  crying,  *  Thank  God ! 

*  thank  God  1  I  have  lived  to  be  of  fome 

<  little  ufe  to  my  benefadlors  !* 

You  will  undottbtedlv  be  furpriied, 
my  dear  Lady  Blandford,  at  findmg  the 
wife  of  a  poor  hufbandman  exprdling 
herfelf  with  fuch  an  air  of  eleeance  as 
Mrs.  Dobfon .  The  heart  of  the  mean- 
eft  peafant  may  be  as  fentimentally  ele- 
gant as  a  princess  )  but  it  is  education 
alone  which  forms  the  delivery  of  our 
fcntiments,  and  gives  the  cuftomary  cha- 
ra^^eriltick  of  order  and  dilHn^^ion.  For 
my  own  part,  I  was  fo  much  Airpnzed 
at  her  manner,  that  I  could  not  help 
telling  her  how  greatly  it  (truck  me. 
To  which  (he  modefily  replied,  that  I 
was  all  goodntfs }  but  that  her  father 
was  a  curate  in  Wilt(hire,  who  had  fe- 
veral  children,  and  not  more  than  forty 
pounds  a  year.  *  At  the  fame  time, 
L  *  there- 
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<  therefore/  continued  die,  <  that  he  took 
^  every   neceflary  care  about  the  im- 

*  provement  of  our  minds^  he  took  care 
f  to  bring  us  up  in  a  manner  that  ruite4 
«  with  the  narrownefs  of  our  fortunes  j 

*  Co  that  we  became  fomewhat  remark-* 
f  able  through  the  neighbourhood  foe 
«  our  induftry  and  our  education.    Wq 

*  all  manled  men  of  humble  fituationsj 
«  and  hence  arifes  the  trifling  difparity 
«  which  your  lady  (hip  is  plcafed  to  ob- 
f  ferve   between  our  converfation  and 

*  our  circumftances." — But  to  go  on. 

*  Having  ihewn  X^uifa  the  letter  I  re- 
ceived from  her  fathesi  ihe  confented  to 
go  away  with  me  inilantly  j  but  begged 
that  Mrs.  Dobfon  and  Mrs.  Carter 
would  favour  her  with  their  company 
whenever  (he  took  the  liberty  to  requeft 
It.  The  worthy  women  afUired  her  of 
their  immediate  concurrence,  and  we 
parted  with  many  tears  on  both  fides, 
;ifter  I  bad  left  a  fifty  pound  bill  for  the 
yfe  of  the  charity. 

Louifa  was  at  my  houfe  about  four 
days,  when  her  father  and  her  mother 
pame  to  town.  The  dear  girl,  though 
ihe  impatiently  longed  to  fee  them, 
was  however  extremely  terrified  at  the 
thoughts  of   their  approach.     *  How, 

*  my  dear  Lady  Haverfham,'  would  (lie 
exclaim,  *  (hall  I  be  able  to  look  them 

*  in  the  face  ?  There  is  one  guilt  which 

*  I  acknowledge  j  and  they  have  nothing 

*  but  my  own  word  to  purge  away  the 

*  imputation  of  a  fecond.     Mrs.  Dar- 

*  ners  alTertion  may  be  taken  as  foon  as 
^  mine. — Good  God  I  how  (hall  I  look 
^  them  in  the  face  ?* 

They  came  at  laft ;  hut  with  hear^ 
prepo(le(red  entirely  as  (he  could  wi(h. 
They  had  feen  fome  of  Haftings*s  fa- 
vourite fcrvants  before  their  departur? 
from  the  country }  and,  partly  by  me- 
naces and  partly  by  bribes,  they  came 
at  the  truth,  which  correfponded  exact- 
ly with  the  relation  of  Louifa.  Senfible 
therefore  only  to  her  late  fuflferings, 
the  father  and  the  brother  entirely  for- 
got their  refentment  on  account  of  her 
original  error  j  and  the  doating  mother, 
who  confidered  matters  in  a  more  ten- 
der light  than  either,  was  even  ready  to 
condemn  herfelf  for  agreeing  to  the  ex- 
pulfion  of  fo  deferring  a  daughtei-,  when 
ihe  came  to  vi^eigh  4^1  the  misfortunes 
which  that  expulfioh  h^d  fatally  pro- 
duced. In  this  frame  of  mind  the  three 
came  to  town,  attended  by  Mrs.  and 
^ifs  Beauclerk^  whep  Louifa  was  in- 


formed  thcyw»ereall  below  flairs.  Sweet 
girl,  how  (he  trembled  I  how  (he  wept ! 
By  the  force  of  hart(horn  and  argu- 
ment, I,  however,  recovered  her,  and 
(lie  came  down,  leaning  on  my  ^rm, 
into  the  back  parlour,  where  they  were 
afTcmblcd.  She  had  ibarcely  entered  the 
room,  when  the  poor  mother,  fi-antick 
almoit  wiih  impatience  and  joy,  fprung 
from  her  feat,  and  failening  round  her 
neck,  drained  her  in  her  arms  with  a 
violence  that  almod  bordeied  upon  di- 
(Ira^lion.  Louifa's  feelings  were  no  lels 
exquifite :  (he  endeavoured  to  return  the 
embrace  with  an  equal  degree  of  fer- 
vour; and  both  funk  lifelefs  upon  the 
floor  before  either  could  give  utterance 
to  a  Angle  word.  The  colopel  ran  to 
his  fifter ;  while  the  venerable  old  gen- 
tleman (eemed  entirely  employed  about 
the  recovery  of  his  excellent  lady:  as 
to  IVfrs.  Beauclerk,  her  daughter,  and 
myfclf,  we  could  fcarcely  anbrd  them 
any  aflidance  for  our  tears. 

When  the  mother  and  the  daughter 
became  fomewhat  comDofed,.the  latter 
threw  herfelf  at  her  father's  feet,  and 
begged  at  once  his  pardon  and  his  blefl- 
ing.  The  old  gentleman,  whole  heart 
was  long  fince  melted,  looked  at  her 
for  forae  time  with  an  eagernefs  of  (i- 
lent  rapture,  as  if  he  was  perfe5Hy  will- 
ing, yet  totally  unable,  to  comply  with 
her  rcqueit :  at  laft,  no  longer  mafter  of 
himfelf,  he  fell  inilin6\ively  upon  his 
knees,  as  (he  knelt,  and  catching  her 
in  his  arms,  exclaimed,  '  O  my  child, 

*  my  child!'  and  fobbed  out  with  fuch 
^  violence,  that  one  would  imagine  his 
heart  was  abfolutely  burfting^  We  there- 
fore tore  him  up  in  a  manner ;  but  Lou- 
ifa was  livettcd  on  her  knees,  there  was 
po  prevailing  upon  her  to  rife.  After 
her  father  was  forced  into  a  chair,  (he 
turned  to  her  brother,  who  now  hung 
weeping  over  her ;  and,  while  a  larg^ 
drop  feemed  fadencd  u})on  each  of  her 
cheeks,  (he  cried  out,  •  O  Harry,  what 
«  has  my  infamy  coft  you  !  Can  you 
<  —but  it  is  iropoflible — you  never  can 
/  forgive  the  wretch  who  has    ■     But 

*  are  you  a^ually  recovered  ?     O  what 

*  a  wretch  am  I,  to  involve  every  body 

*  who  loves  me  in  de(tru£lion  I'  The 
colonel  replied  to  this  in  a  manner 
equally  polite  and  tender;  and  Mrs.  and 
Mifs  Beauclerk  now  coming  to  claiin 
fome  little  (hare  of  her  attention,  Lou^ 
ifa  began  to  grow  more  temperate,  an^ 
received  them  both  with  the  w^rnieft 

tokens 
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tokens  of  a  moft  cordial  affe^lion.  In 
a  iittJe  time  wc  were  all  reftored  to  oor- 
iclvcs,  and  the  whole  company  were 
kind  enough  to  become  my  g^efts  dur- 
ing their  continuance  in  town  ;  nay,  in 
Jefs  than  two  hours,  Mifs  Mildmay,  at 
the  defire  of  her  parents,  confented  to 
overlook  my  brother's  behaviour;  and 
a  chariot  was  difpatched  for  Mrs.  Dob- 
fon  and  Mrs.  Carter,  whom  Mrs.  Mild- 
may  impatiently  wanted  to  fee,  and  who 
good-naturedly  came  to  us  in  lefs  than 
two  hours  more.  But  now,  my  dear 
Lady  Bland  ford,  prepare  for  fomething 
extraordinary. 

Mr.  Mel  moth,  whom  we  have  long 
thought  a  mighty  worthy  man,  and 
who  for  many  years  paft  has  been  in- 
dulging a  moft  melancholy  turn  of  dlf- 
pofition,  on  account  of  a  wife  and  an 
infant,  who  died  while  he  was  quite  a 
young  man  and  abroad,  is  now  the 
happicft  of  human  beings  :  he  has  found 
that  wiftf  and  that  child,  in  the  jK^rfon 
of  Mrs.  Beauclerk  nnd  htr  amiable 
daughter.  Two  days  after  Mr.  Mild- 
may  came  to  town,  Mr.  Mclmoth  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  my  l»rother,  with 
orders  to  communicate  it  inftantly  to 
mc  ;  and  as  Mr.  Mclmoth  has  a  friend - 
fhip  of  an  uncommon  nature  for  Bob, 
he  never  hefitates  a  moment  to  execute 
his  commands.  (But,  by  the  bye,  Lady 
Blandford,  you  will  fee  wh?»t  a  narrow 
efcape  Bob  has  had  in  another  duel.— 
God  grant  it  may  be  the  laft  !  for  if  any 
accident  fhouid  happen  to  him  1  fhould 
abfolutely  rundillra^led.) — Well,  as  I 
was  faying,  Mr.  Melnioih  came  to  my 
houfe  after  dinner,  and,  requefting  to 
fpeak  with  ms  in  private,  produced  my 
brother's  letter,  obfcrving  ihat  Piovi- 
dence  (eemed  particularly  mciined  to  ex- 
culpate Mifs  Mil<i:nay,  and  no  lefs  de- 
firous  of  puniftiing  thole  in  an  exem- 
plary mannci,  who  had  been  intfntiofi' 
ally  indruniental  (that  was  his  qu:<|tfy- 
ing  word  for  Bob's  fakt)  in  that  young 
lady's  diltrels.  I  tock  ihe  letter  with  a 
trembling  hand ;  and  though  I  rejoiced 
at  this  undeniable confirmition  of^Lou- 
ifa's  rc^itude,  ftill  it  was  with  the 
gieateil  dlfnculty  I  co\i]d  get  throii^rh 
the  account  of  the  duel,  which  you  will 
find  inclolcd  in  th:s  packi^r.  I  wris 
obliged  to  ufe  my  hartfh^rn  twenty 
times  ;  and  I  do  not  know  that  I  could 
have  lead  h  at  all,  had  not  Mr.  Mtl- 
motb  prc\'ion(ly  aflund  me  that  my  bro- 
ther was  in  health. 


8i 

When  I  had  at  laft  gone  through  the 
contents,  I  infifted  up&n  Mr.  MeJmoth't  • 
going  m  with  me  to  the  company,  at 
he  was  intimately  knowm  by  chara^er 
to  every  body,  diough  with  fome  he 
might  be  unacquainted  by  perfon.  He 
accordingly  complied}  but  judge,  my 
dear,  the  univerfal  aftoniOiment,  when, 
at  the  very  inftant  of  his  entrance,  Mrs. 
Beauclerk  fcreamed  out,  « Mr.  Villars'.' 
and  feil  back  into  her  chair.  Alarmed 
at  the  name,  the  manner,  and  the  voice, 
he  flc^  to  her,  and  exclaiming,  *  O  my 
'  Nancy,  my  Nancy  V  raifed  her  up  in 
his  arms  \  while  her  beautiful  daughtei* 
ran  wild  to  her  afliftanCe,  not  knowing, 
what  to  think  of  this  »travagant  fur- 
prize.  Not  to  keep  you  any  longer  in 
ilifpenfe,  mv  dear  Lady  Blandford,  the 
comp;;ny  foon  diGcovered,  that  Mrs* 
Beauclerk  was  the  long-loll  wife  of  Mr, 
Melmoth ;  and  that  Ibme  very  extraor- 
dinary circumftance  had  divided  them^ 
without  any  fault  on  either  fide,  for 
a  painful  feries  of  years.  What,  how- 
ever, appeared  very  Arange,  was,  that 
each  imagined  the  other  to  be  dead ;  and 
that  the  information  concerning  the 
death  of  each  was  communicated  to  the 
other,  by  no  lefs  indubitable  a  chan- 
nel of  intelligence  than  Mr.  Melmoth*s 
own  father.  Mr.  Melmoth's  father,  it 
feems,  was  a  great  Calt-India  merchant, 
and  intended  to  give  his  fon  a  large  for- 
tune; but  the  young  gentleman  falling 
in  love,  and  marrymg  conti-ary  to  hit 
father's  confent,  the  old  man  would  not 
be  reconciled  to  him  upon  any  terms, 
but  his  taking  a  voyage  to  the  Indies, 
and  continuing  abroad  for  an  interval 
of  three  years.  Mr.  Melmoth,  having 
no  refource  for  the  maintenance  of  his 
wife  but  his  father's  bountVt  thought 
it  better  to  accept  of  thefe  ciuel  condi^ 
tions,  than  to  expofe  the  woman  of  his 
foul  ro  penury  and  diftrefs ;  he  compli- 
ed, therefore,  though  with  a  bleeding 
heart,  and  accordingly  fet  but  in  about 
thirteen  months  after  their  marriage, 
juft  as  flie  had  been  delivered  ci  a 
daughter.  He  had  fcarce  reacheil  the 
place  of  his  dei\ination  in  the  Indies, 
whrn  his  father  wrote  over  a  mclan- 
cifoly  letter,  containing  an  account  of 
his  wife's  death,  and  his  child's  j  and 
advifirg  him  to  think  of  enlarging  the 
term  oi  his  refidcnce  in  that  quarter  of 
the  globe.  This  was  an  advice  which 
the  young  gentleman  readily  puriurd. 
After  the  iolis  of  all  that  wai  moll  dear 
La.  to 


82 


LOltlSA   MlLDMAY. 


to  his  widies,  England  became  hateful 
to  his  thoughts,  and  he  did  not  return 
till  two  yean  after  the  death  of  hit  fa- 
ther; when  he  had  the  mortification  to 
find,  that  the  old  gentleman  had  left  all 
his  wealth  to  fome  remoter  branches  of 
the  family.  Young  Mr.  Villars»  for  fo 
I  fliall  now  call  him,  thoush  dtfappoint- 
od  in  his  expectations  offucceeding  to 
his  fktber*s  fortune,  was,  however,  in 
Tery  affluent  circmnftances  himfelf .  Dur- 
ing his  refidence  abroad,  he  had  acquir- 
ed immenfe  riches,  and  had  been  left  by 
a  friend  no  lefs  than  eighty  thoufiind 

Sounds  to  take  the  name  of  Melmoth. 
il  property,  when  he  came  home,  he 
chiefly  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands; 
tmd  Bob  has  told  roe  repeatedly,  the  va- 
lue of  his  eftates  is  a  clear  feven  thou- 
iand  a  year.     Yet»    though  he  came 
home  a  very  ^oung  man,  and  a  verv 
rich  one,  he  fttll  avoided  mixing  mucn 
with  fociety.     The  company  of  women 
he  particufarly  (hunned ;  and  employed 
himfelf  chiefly  in  a£ls  of  beneficence 
Mid  literary  reiearches.     I  do  not  recol  • 
]e6^  by  what  accident  my  brother  Bob 
and  he  became  originally  acquainted; 
but,   notwithftanding  the  diiparity  of 
years,  and  the  diametrically  oppofltecaft 
of  complexions,  he  entertained  a  very 
high  efleem  for  Bob,  and  would  fome- 
times,  on  his  account,  vifitat  my  houfe, 
and  be  fociable.      I  always  refpe^led 
him :  I  faw  what  an  excellent  heart  he 
poflefTed  J  and  he  gained  my  elUetn  en* 
cirely,  by  the  almoft  parental  folicitude 
which  he  (hewed  for  the  welfare  of  my 
giddy -headed  brother;   and  fee,    my 
dear,  how  Providence  has  rewarded  him. 
In  the  very  moment  that  he  was  labour- 
ing for  the  happinefs  of  other  people, 
we  fee  his  own  tranquillity  reltored ; 
and  find,  that  the  benignity  which  in- 
duced him  to  mitigate  the  diltreiTes  of 
his  friends,  has  been  the  principal  means 
of  removing  all  thofe  diftjienes  under 
which  he  ftruggled  himfelf.  Who,  Lady 
Blandford,  ought  not  to  be  virtuous, 
even  from  intereft }  iince,  if  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  having  performed  a  good 
a£lion  is  not  a  fufficient  reward,  we 
are  fo  genenlly  certain  of  finding  it 
highly  to  our  advantage  in  the  end  ? 
But  now,  to  fay  foraething  of  Mrs.  Vil- 
lars.    This  lady,  on  the  fuppofed  death 
of  her  hufband,  was  reduced  to  fome 
difficuUuis  for  fupport;  and,  Jiadnoc  a 
diftant  relation  unexpectedly  left  her  a 
coirfiderabk  fum*  of  money^  flkfti  per* 


hapsy  had  found  itneoeflaqr  to  workfor 
bread.  Old  Mr.  Villars  would  not  ad* 
vance  her  a  (hilling;  and  few  are  fond 
of  cultivating  a  fnendfliip  with  calami- 
ty. Soured,  therefore,  at  the  world,  and 
abfolutely  wretched  for  die  lofs  of  her 
hufband,  the  moment  (he  found  herielf 
in  circumttances,  (be  retired  to  a  (equef- 
tered  habitation  in  the  country,  and  has 
lived  there  ever  flnce  in  a  very  private 
manner,  vifiting  very  few  people,  and 
continuing  an  intimacy  fcarcely  at  any 
houfe  but  Mr.  Mildmay*s. 

Thus  far,  Lady  Blandford,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Villar*s  ftory  feented  to  account 
for  their  feparation ;  butflill  there  want- 
ed fome  probable  cauies  for  old  Mr. 
Villars^s  conduft,  as  well  as  for  his 
daughter- in- la  w*s  affuming  thenante  of 
Beauclerk.  Moft  of  us,  therefore,  ho* 
neflly  expreffed  our  furprize,  that  the 
confideration  of  Mr.  Melmoth*s  marry- 
ing a  young  lady  without  a  fortune, 
could  induce  his  father  to  pra£ti(e  (b 
barbarous  a  deceit  upon  an  only  (on  ; 
and  Mr.  Melmoth  himfelf  (eeroed  aflo- 
nifhed  that  his  lady  (hould,  without 
any  reafonable  foundation,  facrifice  his 
name,  while  (he  continued  to  dedicate 
herfelf  fo  religioufly  to  his  memory. 
Mrs.  Melmoth  blufhed,  and  only  faid 
(he  had  her  reaibns. 

'  That  flie  had I'cried  out  Mrs.  Dob- 
fon,  (who  had  been  in  the  hou(e  fome 
time,  and  now  eagerly  thrufl  herfelf 
forward.)  I  was  amazed  at  the  good 
woman;  and,  indeed,  fo  w^s  all  the 
company;  but  as  (he  appeared  preg- 
nant with  fomething  of  importance, 
Mr.  Melmoth  entreated  (he  would  go 
on. 

<  I  will,  Sir,*^  anfwered  (he;    <  but 

<  firft  of  all  give  me  leave  to  a(k  you  a 

*  queftion  or  two.     Pray,  do  you  re- 

*  colle6^  one  William  Doofon,  who  for- 

*  meriy  was  a  favourite  fervant  of  your 

*  father's?* 

«   Yes,   very   well,'   returned    Mr. 
Melmoth. 
*  And,  pray,  do  not  you  recolleft^ 

*  that  before  your  marriage  with  Mifs 

<  Nancy  Markham,  the  lady  who  nonv^ 

*  (lands  here,  was  publtckly  known,  the 

<  fame  William  JOobfonone  day  told 

*  you,  in  confidence,  that  your  father 
^  was  in  love  with  Mifs  Markham,  and 

*  intended  to  ofifer  very  advantageous 

*  fectlements,  in  liopes  that  the  great - 
^  nets*  of  thepropofai  might  obviate  the 

<  diflerence  of  his  age,  aad  induce  her 

♦  to 
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'  to  accept  of  hiffl  M  t  hvfliand'?  Vnfp 
<'Sir»  do  you  remember  this  V 

<  Yes,  Madam/  replied  Mr.  Mel- 
moth,  '  I  remember  it  perfedly  well.* 
*  Why,  then.  Sir,  the  whole  affair 
is  nothing  more  than  this.  Your  fa- 
ther, ftune  almoft  to  madnefs,  at  find* 
in^  hirofclf  cut  oiF  from  the  firft  wiih 
of  his  heart,  refoWed  upon  the  bar- 
barous method  of  Separating  you,  and 
making  each  believe  that  the  other 
was  dead.  An  aflurance  of  this  na- 
ture coming  from  a  father  could  ad- 
roit of  no  doubt}  and  vou  might 
either  of  you  have  entered  into  a  fe- 
cond  marriage,  even  before  accident 
had  undeceived  you.  In  either  cafe, 
the  difcovery  of  the  deceit  would 
have  only  increaled  your  diftreis ;  and 
in  the  former,  fo  long  as  it  remained 
undiscovered,  fo  long  he  was  certain 
of  making  you  miferable.  This  was 
not,  however,  the  whole  of  his  de- 
fign.  If  he  could  make  vour  lady 
entertain  a  belief  of  your  demire,  Ke 
thought  it  ftill  poiTible  for  himfelf, 
at  fome  opportunity,  to  gratify  the 
horrid  purpofes  of  his  imagination. 
Though  tfie  was  his  daughter,  he 
ftill  continued  to  love  her  |  and  once, 
I  believe,  aftuallv  indnuated  a  pro- 
pofition  that  mult  be  Shocking  to  hu- 
manity. This  was  at  a  time  when 
her  ncccflities  were  extreme,  and  when 
he  hoped  the  feverity  of  her  fttuation 
would  leflen  the  horror  of  his  over- 
ture. But  let  me  hurry  from  this 
dreadful  part  of  my  narrative.  When 
he  found  himfelf  treated  with  the  ab- 
horrence which  he  merited;  when 
your  lady  even  threatened  to  expofe 
him  to  the  world,  and  talked  of  ap- 
plying in.lantly  to  a  magiftrate,  if  he 
ever  more  came  within  her  doors,  he 
grew  outrageous)  he  hired  ruffians 
to  infult  her,  and  omitted  no  oppor- 
tunity of  Slandering  her  reputation. 
When,  therefore.  She  retired  from 
London,  She  found  it,  I  fuppofe,  ne- 
ceSTary  to  change  her  name,  for  fear 
of  his  Infamous  machinations.  This 
was  what  he  told  my  huSband  he  was 
fearful  of  s  and  it  is  very  fortunate 
tlie  lady  took  that  precaution ;  for  I 
have  been  well  aSTured,  he  made  every 
poSilble  enquiry  to  difcover  the  place 
of  her  retreat.* 

*  Gracious  God!*    exclaimed    Mr. 

Melmoth ;  *  and  can  there  be  fuch  fa- 

,  <  thcrs  ?'«-*BttC  pray,  Madam»  tall  me 


ep«ii« 
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«  by  what  n^iuit  yoa  Ittve  gainel  AU 

<  information  ^ 

*  From  the  lepoSitory  •f  all  httft^ 

*  crets,  William  DobSbn,  Siri  whom^ 

<  after  the  death  of  a  former  huShaadl^ 

*  once  the  objeft  of  Ladr  HaTerlluai*t 

*  benevolence,  I  manied.    Mr.  Dob* 

<  fon  often  told  me  the  ftory,  aad  fe- 

<  verely  reproached   himfelf  at  tioKt 

*  for  continuing  in  die  old  gcatlema** 

*  fervice.   But  it  feems  he  was  i  libeeal 

*  mafter,  and  therefore  William,  I  fiip- 

<  pofe,  endeavoured  to  check  thej 

*  gency  of  his  refleftions.    Mir. 

*  ton,  Sir,  died  about  fix  VMnths  ago  | 

*  and  on  hit  death -bed  conjuted  m^, 

*  if  ever  I  found  a  proper  dppafmnity, 

*  to  make  this  difcovery.    I  would  not 
(  difturb  the  aShes  of  the  dead  onoe- 

*  ceSTarily  t  but  die  forpriie  which  ftm 

*  exprefied  at  your  lady*s  change  «f 

*  name  afiefting  me  in  a  very  parties- 

<  lar  manner,  I  could  conceal  tfaedr* 

*  cumftance  no  longer.    Perbaps  I  have 

*  been  prefuroptuous.    I  beg  paidon  of 

*  the  honourable  company  j  and  hope 

*  they   will    excufe  my  impertinence^ 

*  from  a  iuSI  confideration  of  my  cod/ 

Lady  Blandford,  did  you  ever  hew 
(b  dreadful  a  Story  f  The  barbarous  ■ 
but  let  us  not  thmk  of  the  nsonfter  f  the 
bare  idea  of  him  curdles  my  very  blood, 
and  I  Shake  with  horror  at  the  mool- 
]e£lion  of  having  written  fo  much  ott  lb 
deteilable  a  fubjea. 

When  Mrs.  Dobfoa  had  done  her 
f(ory,  every  body  endeavoured  to  fhift 
the  converlation  j  and  none  of  at  hav- 
ing yet  felicitated  Mr.  Melmoth  on  hit 
happy  difcovery  of  fuch  a  wiSe  and  focb 
a  daughter,  we  took  this  opportunity 
of  domg  it  very  fincertly.  The  vror- 
thy  man  was  all  extafy )  vhile  the  two 
ladies  fat  between  Mrs.  Mildmay  and 
Louifa,  enjoying  a  thoufand  exquiSke 
feelings  at  fo  fortunate  an  event,  and 
every  now  and  then  testifying  their  fii> 
tisfa^ion  with  an  expreSnve  fiood  o^ 
teai-s.  Mr.  Melmoth,  my  dear  Lady 
Blandford,  will  be  now  quite  another 
Ci-eature.  His  tempor  has  already  un- 
dergone a  total  alteration  ;  and  yott  can- 
not think  how  pleafed  I  am  at  the  im- 
patience which  he  manifests,  if  he  it 
out  a  moment  abfent  from  hit  new- 
found  happinefs.  He  loves  his  wift 
with  an  excefs  of  tendemefs )  and  in- 
deed well  he  may,  for  a  mot^  excellent, 
or  a  more  lovely  woman  of  her  aga,  t 
beiieTC  is  not  to  be  found  in  England, 
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Hit  daughter  tooit  as  fine  i  youn^Iady  in. 
perfon  as  ever  I  faw,  and  has  a  mind  that 
even  adds  a  luftre  to  her  external  accom- 
piifliments.  Well,  and  what  do  you 
^ink  has  been  already  done  about  her  ?. 
Why,  her  father  offered  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  with  her  to  Colonel  Mildmayj 
and  old  Mr.  Mildmay  is  fo  heartily  tor 
the  match,  that  be  propofes  to  make  a 
double  wedding  of  it,  the  moment  my 
brother  arrives  in  town.  Four  and 
twenty  hours  ago,  Mr.  Mildmay  would 
not  have  confented  fo  readily  to  his  Ton's 
.marriage  witli  Mifs  Beaucleik  :  but 
Mifs  Melmoth*s  fortune  has  an  iiTe- 
fiftible  charm;  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds 
.will  be  no  trifling  affair  to  fupporc  the 
coronet  which  he  experts  in  his  family. 
Yet  I  do  not  know  but  this  reflexion 
-would  be  a  little  cruel  to  the  good  old 
man,  if  I  was  writing  to  any  body  but 
Lady  Blandford. 

Mr,  Mildmay,  his  lady,  and  the  co- 
lonel, (for  Mr.  Melmoth  deprived  me 
of  two  vifitors)  were  now  in  town  about 
five  days,  when  Bob  arrived  at  mv  door. 
The  father  and  fon  were  looking  through 
the  parlour-window,  when  he  (lopped, 
and  both  ran  out  good-naturedly  to 
meet  him,  and  infifted  he  would  make 
no  apologies  for  what  waS  paft.  Faults, 
they  obferved,  had  been  on  both  fides ; 
and  fince  he  bad  chaftifed  that  villain 
,  Haftings,  they  could  forgive  him  every 
thing.  Bob,  Lady  BlandFord,  was  in 
a  rooft  elegant  undrefs,  and  really  look- 
cd  charmingly.  Louifa,  who  was  pre- 
pared to  expefl  him  every  hour,  was 
not  much  alarmed  when  he  was  intro- 
duced. She  and  her  mamma  were  fit- 
ting in  the  dining-room,  when  he  came 
up  between  Mr.  Mildmay  and  the  colo- 
nel. I  led  the  van;  and  Alexander 
himfelf,  in  the  midft  of  all  his  viftories, 
I  am  pretty  certain,  never  experienced 
one  half  of  my  fatis fa£l ion .  You  k  now 
how  I  love  the  recreant,  and  how  I 
efteem  the  Mildmavs.  This  happy  re- 
conciliation, therefore,  almoft  overcame 
roe;  fo  thatinftead  of  faying  any  thing 
to  Louifa  on  my  entrance,  I  retired  to 
a  A>pha  in  one  corner  of  the  room,  and 
indulged  myfelf  in  a  delicious  flood  of 
tears.  Bob,  however,  x^as  all  himfelf: 
with  an  air  of  the  decpell  refpe6l,  yet 
of  the  greateft  manlinefs,  he  went  iip 
to  the  two  ladies,  and  falling  on  his 
knee,  held  a  hand  of  each  alternately 
to  his  lips,  without  once  breaking  out 
into  any  aukwaid  excufesi  which,  as 
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matters,  then  ftood,  rouft  have  called 
l)ack  difagreeable  images,  and  been  lit- 
tle elfe  in  h£k  than  (b  many  infinuated 
affronts.  Louifa  was  all  fweetnefs  and 
confufion,  the  mother  nothing  but  fen- 
fibilitjT  and  joy  <  both  at  length,  how-, 
ever,  infifled  upon  his  rifing ;  and  he 
got  up  withyafA  a  grace— to  be  furc. 
Lady  Blandford,  there  is  not  a  finer 
young  fellow  in  the  kingdom ;  and,  as 
he  is  now  in  Co  fair  a  way  of  being 
good,  you  muft  allow  me  to  fpeak  of 
him  with  my  utmoft  partiality.  In  the 
evening  Mr.  Melmoth  came  with  hia 
lady  and  daughter.  How  did  ray  ge- 
nerous Bob  (I  will  call  him  my  Bob 
no^  exult  in  thchappinefs  of  his  friend! 
and  how  did  thatec^ually  generous  friend 
rejoice  at  the  happmcfs  of  my  brother  I 
In  ftiorr,  all  our  hearts  overflowed  with 
delight ;  and  to  render  this  delight  the 
more  permanent,  we  fairly  marned  the 
two  couple  at  St.  George*s,  Hanover 
Square,  the  very  next  morning. 

I  have  been  fo  bufy  fince  the  cele* 
bration  of  thcfe  weddings,  that  the  writ- 
ing of  this  letter  has  taken  me  up  a 
whole  week ;  and  yet,  long  as  it  is  now» 
and  fatigued  as  1  am  with  drawing  it 
up,  I  cannot  conclude  without  inform- 
ing you  of  fome  farther  particulars. 
Haftings's  wound,  bleifed  be  God,  is 
not  mortal.  A  friend  from  Paris  (ends 
word,  that  it  had  a  dangerous  appear- 
ance at  firft;  but  that,  by  the  fkill  of  a 
very  able  furgeon,  the  patient  will  be 
foon  in  a  fair  way  of  recovering.  Cri- 
minal as  that  man  may  be,  ftill  it  is  a 
terrible  thing  to  have  the  blood  of  a 
fellow- creature  upon  our  hands.  But 
the  vile  Mrs.  Darnel  I  I  know  not  whe- 
ther it  is  improper  fometimes  to  be  un- 
concerned at  the  misfortunes  of  the  un- 
commonly wicked.  That  wretch,  find- 
ing her  infamous  hypocrify  thus  palpa- 
bly delefled,  and  fearing  both  the  re- 
proach of  the  whole  woMd,  and  the  ut- 
mort  fe verity  of  ihv  law,  on  account  of 
her  behaviour  to  Louifa,  fold  oif  her 
houfe  and  furniture,  and,  with  the  mo- 
ney it  produced,  prepared  to  embark 
for  France  ;  but  in  going  down  the  river 
fur  that  purpofe,  the  boat  accidentally 
overfet,  and  the  mifeiable  creature,  to- 
gether with  the  wom.in  who  had  been 
the  principal  inflrument  in  the  barba- 
rous behaviour  to  my  filler,  wei'e  drown- 
.ed.  As  for  Lady  Haiold's  own  maid, 
Sally,  one  of  my  brother's  men  alfures 
hin)|  fhe  died  in  au  holpital,  of  a  dif- 
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temper  that  naturally  refulted  from  her 
crimes.  Thus  you  iee,  in  the  fliort 
ftory  of  our  family,  my  dear  Lady 
Blandford,  that  vice  is  fure  to  be  pu- 
nished at  laft,  however  profperous  it 
may  appear  in  the  fetting  out :  whereas 
virtue,  let  it  be  never  fo  depreifed  in  the 
beginning,  is  always  certain  of  tri- 
umphing in  the  end.  In  the  courfe  of 
our  little  Novel,  all  the 'worthy  cha- 
raflers  of  dift^inflion  have  been  made 
happy,  and  Louifa  will  take  care  that 
none  of  the  inferior  ones  (hail  go  unre- 
warded. Mrs.  Dobfon  is  to  be  her 
houfekceper,  with  an  Annuity  of  a  hun- 
dred pounds  for  life,  and  the  good  wo- 


man*s  garden  is  to  be  fettled  on  her 
children  in  the  country.  Mrs.  Carter*! 
Sally  is  to  attend  my  fifter  in  quality  of 
woman,  and  my  Bob  has  taken  a  large 
houfe  in  St.  Jameses  market  for  the  mo- 
ther;  which,  when  properly  ftocked  and 
fitted  up,  he  intends  herms  a  prefent,  and 
has  no  doubt  but  (he  will  be  foon  able  to 
give  her  daughter  fuch  a  fortune  as  will 
get  her  a  very  excellent  huiband.  God 
blefs  you  my  dear  Lady  Blandfordl 
Take  care  of  your  health,  and  fet  mt 
down  as  your  ever  affeflionate 

Thbodosia  Havsrsham. 
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TO  live  beneath  the  golden  ftar  of  love. 
With  happier  fancy,  paffions  more  refin'd; 
Each  foft'ning  charm  of  tendemefi  to  prove« 
And  all  the  finer  movements  of  the  mind. 

From  gifts  like  thefe,  fay  what  the  hoafted  gain 

Of  thofe  who  exquifitely  feel  or  know? 
The  ikill  from  pleafure  to  extrad  it's  pain. 

And  open  all  the  avenues  of  woe. 

Yet  (hall  we,  Colman,  at  thefe  gifts  repine? 

Implore  cold  apathy  to  fteel  the  heart  ? 
Would  you  that  fenfibility  refigo  ? 

And  with  thofe  powers  of  genius  would  you  part  f 

Ah,  no,  my  friend  !  nor  deem  the  ver(e  divine. 
That  weaknefs  wrote  in  Petrsrch's  gentle  ftrain ! 

When  once  he  own*d,  at  Love's  unfavouring  fhrine, 
*  A  thottiand  pleafnres  were  not  worth  one  pain.' 

The  dreams  of  fancy  foothe  the  penfive  heart ; 

For  fancy  ftill  can  new  delights  difpenfes 
The  powers  of  genius  purer  joys  impart ; 

For  genius  brightens  all  the  Iprings  of  fenfe. 

O  charm  of  every  muie-ennobled  mind. 

Far,  far  above  the  groveling  crowd  to  rife  I 
Leave  the  low  train  of  trifling  cares  behind, 

Aflert  it's  birthright,  and  zfEe€t  the  (kies  I 

O  right  divine,  the  pride  of  power  to  fcorn ! 

On  fortune's  little  vanity  look  down ! 
With  nobler  gifts,  to  fairer  honours  bem« 

Than  fear  or  folly  fancies  in  a  crown ! 

Aa  A$ 
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As  far  each  boon  that  Nature's  hand  beftours    . 

The  worthlefs  glare  of  Fortune's  train  exceeds^ 
As  yon  fair  orb,  whofe  b^am  eternal  glows, 

•Qli&uiQs  tkt  p^^mfient  jDcteor  ^#c  «t  ipc4s; 

To  Nature,  Colman,  let  thy  incenfe  riie. 
For,  much-indebted,  much  haft  thou  to  pay  ^ 

For  taftc  refin'd,  for  wit  corredlly  wife. 
And  keen  difcernment^s  foul-pervading  ray* 

To  catch  the  manners  from  the  various  face, 
.7  L7J>  pain^*heiiicCi«livefiti«sofjjlind, 
The  living  lines  of  charadter  to  trace. 
She  gave  thee  powers,  and  (he  the  talk  aflign'd*,, 

Seize,  fci«e  the  pen!  thcfacred  hour  departs  ! 

Nor,  led  by  icindnefs,  'longer  lend  thiiie  ear: 
The  tender  tale  of  t)vo  ingenuous  hearts 

Would  rob  thee  of  a  moment  and  a  tear. 


No';?r'i;64.  J-    LANGHOftNE. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


AS  this  volume  may  poflibly  fall  into  the  hands  of  fome  who  are 
anacquainted  with  the  dory  of  Theodofius  and  Conflantia* 
at  18  thought  neceflary  to  print  it  here  as  related  by  the  Spectatok.^ 
No*  164. 

*  CovsTANTiA  was  a  woman  of  extraordinary  wit  and  beauty,  but 

*  very  unhappy  in  a  father,  who,  having  arrived  at  great  riches  by  hii 

*  own  induilry,  took  delight  in  nothing  but  his  money. 

'  Theodoiius  was-  the  younger,  Ton  of  a  decayed  family,  of  great 

*  parts  and  learning,  improved  by  a  genteel  and  virtuous  education.. 

*  When  he  was  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age- he  became  acquainted 
^  with  Conflantia,  who  had  not  then    pa/Ted  her  fifteenth.     As  he 

*  lived  but  a  few  miles  diHant  from  her  father's  houfe,  he  had  fre* 

*  qoent  opportunities  of  feeing  her;  and,  by  the  advantages  of  a  good 

*  perfon  and  a  pleafing  converfation,   made  fuch    an  impreiliou  on 

*  her  heart  as  it  was  irapoffible  for  time  to  efface :  he  was  himfelf  no 

*  leififmitten  with  Conftantia.     A  long  acquaintance  made  them  ilill 

*  dtfcover  new  beauties  in  each  other,  and  by  degrees  raifed  in  them 
^  that  mutual  paffion  which  had  an  influence  on  their  following  lives. 

*  It  unfortunately  happened,  that,  in  the  midft  of  this  intercourie 

*  of  love  and  friend fhip  between  Theodofius  and  Conflantia,  there 

*  broke  out  an  irreparable  quarrel  between  their  parents ;  the  one  va« 
^  luing  himfelf  too  much  upon  his  birth,  and  the  oiher  upon  his  pof- 

*  feflions.     The  father  of  Conftantia  was  fo  incen fed  at  the  father  of 

<  Theodofius,  that  he  contra£led  an  unreafonable  averfion  towards  hi« 
'  fon,  infomuch  that  he  forbade  him  his  houfe,  and  charged  his  daughter 
'-  upon  her  duty  never  to  fee  him  more.  In  the  mean  time,  to  break  off 

<  all  communication  between  the  two  lovers,  who  he  knew  entertained 

*  fecret  hopes  of  fome  favourable  opportunity  that  (hould  bring  them 

*  together,  he  found  out  a  young  gentleman  of  a  good  fortune  and  an 

*  agreeable  perfon,  whom  he  pitched  upon  as  a  hufband  for  his  daugh- 

*  ter.     He  foon  concerted  the  affair  fo  well,  that  he  told  Con  flan  ti  a- 

*  it  was  his  defign  to  marry  her  to  fuch  a  gentleman,  and  that  her 
^  wedding  fhould  be  celebrated  on  fuch  a  day.     Conllantia,  who  was 

*  over-awed  by  the  authority  of  her  father,  and  unable  to  objed  any 

*  thing  to  fo  advantageous  a  match,  received  the  propofal  with  a  pro- 

*  found  filence,  which  her  father  commended  in  her  as  the  mod  decent 
'  manner  of  a  virgin's  giving  her  confcot  to  an  overture  of  that  kind. 
*■  The  noife  of  this  iatended  marriage  foon  reached  Theodofius,  whO|^ 
*.  after  a  long  tumult  of  paffions,  which  naturally  rife  in  a  lover's  heart 
?  «a  fachanoccaiioD.  writ  the  following  letter  to  Confiantia. 


Yi  ADVERTISEMENT. 

4(  nPHE  thought  of  my  Conflantia,  which  for  fome  years  has  been 
J-  *'  my  only  happinefs,  is  now  become  a  greater  torment  to  me 
**  than  I  am  able  to  bear.  Mail:  I  then  live  to  fee  you  another's  ?  The 
**  dreams,  the  fields,  and  m^adows^  where  we  have  fo  often  talked 
*^  together,  grow  painful  to  me ;  life  itfelf  is  become  a  burden.  May 
**  you  long  be  happy  in  the  worId»  but  forget  that  there  was  ever  fuch 
«^  a  man  in  it  as 

**  Theodosius.'* 

<  This  letter  was  conveyed  to  Conftantia  that  very  evening,  who 

*  fainted  at  the  reading  of  it ;  and  the  next  morning  Qie  was  much 

*  more  alarmed  by  two  or  three  mefiengers,  that  came  to  her  father's 

*  houfe,  one  after  another,  to  enquire  if  they  had  heard  any  thing  of 
'  Theodofius,  who,  it  feems,  had  left  his  chamber  about  midnight, 

*  and  could  no  where  be  found.     The  deep  melancholy  which  had 

*  hung  upon  his  mind  fome  time  before,  made  them  apprehend  the 

*  woril  that  could  befal  him.     Conftantia,  who  knew  that  nothing 

*  but  the  report  of  her  marriage  could  have  driven  him  to  inch  ex- 

*  tremities,  was  not  to  be  comforted.     She  now  accufed  herielf  of 

*  having  fo  tamely  given  an  ear  to  the  propofal  of  a  hufband,  and 

*  looked  upon  the  new  lover  as  the  murderer  of  Theodofius :  in  (hort, 

*  (he  rcfolved  to  fulFer  the  utmoft  efifeds  of  her  father's  difpleafure, 

*  rather  than  comply  with  a  marriage  which  appeared  to  her  fo  full 
'  of  guilt  and  horror.     The  father   feeing  himielf  entirely  rid   of 

*  Theodofius,  and  likely  to  keep  a  confiderable  portion  in  his  family^ 

*  was  not  very  much  concerned  at  the  obHinate  refufal  of  his  daagh« 

*  ter,  and  did  not  find  it  very  difiicult  to  excufe  himfelf  upon  that 

*  account  to  his  intended  fon-in-law,  who  had  all  along  regarded  this 

*  alliance  rather  as  a  match  of  convenience  than  of  love.  Conftantia  had 

*  now  no  relief  but  in  her  devotions  and  exercifes  of  religion,  to  which 

*  her  afHidions  had  fo  entirely  fi^bje^ied   her  mind,  Uiat  after  feme 

*  years  had  abated  the  violence  of  her  forrows,  and  fettled  her  thoa|rhts 

*  in  a  kind  of  tranquillity,  (he  refolved  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  her 
'  days  in  a  convent.     Her  father  was  not  difpleafed  with  a  refolution 

*  which  would  fave  money  in  his  family,  and  readily  complied  with 
^  his  daughter's  intentions.     Accordingly,  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of 

*  her  age,  while  her  beauty  was  yet  in  all  it's  height  and  bloom,  he 
^  carried  her  to  a  neighbouring  city,  in  order  to  look  out  a  fifter- 
^  hood  of  nuns  among  whom  to  place  his  daughter.     There  was  in  thii 

*  place  a  father  of  a  convent  who  was  very  much  renowned  for  his 

*  piety  and  exemplary  life;  and  as  it  is  ufual  ^in  the  Romifh  church 
\  for  thofe  who  are  under  any  great  afilidion  or  trouble  of  mind  to 

*  apply  themfelves  to  the  moft  eminent  confefibrs  for  pardon  and  con- 
<  folation,  our  beautiful  votary  took  the  opportunity  of  confeffing  her- 

*  felf  to  this  celebrated  father. 

*  We  muftnow  return  to  Theodofius;  who,  the  very  morning  that 
f  the  above  mentioned  enquiries  had  been  made  after  him,  arrived  at  a 

*  religious  houfe  in  the  city  where  now  Conftantia  refided;  and  de- 

*  firing  that  fecrtfy  and  concealment  of  the  fathers  of  the  convent^ 
«  which  is  very  ufual  upon  any  extraordinary  occafion,  he  made  him- 

*  felf  one  of  the  order,  with  a  private  vow  never  to  enquire  after  Con- 
f  ftantia  ;  whom  he  looked  upon  as  given  away  to  his  rival,  upon  the 
f  day  on  vyluch,  according  to  common  fame,  their  mviia^  was  to 

?  haw 


I  ADVERTISEMENT-  tU 

I      ^  have  l)een  folemnized.    Having  in  his  youth  made  a  good  progrefs 
i       *  in  learning,  that  he  might  dedicate  himfelf  more  entirely  to  reli- 

*  gion,  he  entered  into  holy  orders,  and  in  a  few  years  became  re- 
!  '  nowned  for  his  fan6tity  in  life,  and  thofe  pious  fentiments  which  he 
1  *  infpired  into  all  who  converfed  with  him.  It  was  this  holy  man  to 
I       '  whom  Conftantia  had  determined  to  apply  herfelf  in  confeffion, 

'  though  neither  (he  nor  any  other,  beiides  the  prior  of  the  convent, 
',  knew  any  thing  of  his  name  or  family.     The  cay,  the  amiable 

*  Theodpfitts,  had  now  taken  upon  him  the  name  of  Father  Francis, 
'  and  was  fo  far  concealed  in  a  long  beard,  a  (haven  head,  and  a 

*  relieious  habit,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  difcover  the  man  of  the 
<  world  in  the  venerable  conventual. 

<  As  he  was  one  morning  (hut  up  in  his  confeffional,Conflantla  kneeN 
*'mg  by  him,  opened  the  ftate  of  her  foul  to  him;  and  after  having 

*  given  him  the  hiftorv  of  a  life  full  of  innocence,  (he  burft  out  in  tears, 
'  and  entered  upon  tnat  part  of  her  ftory,  in  which  he  himfelf  had  fa 

*  great  a  (hare.  **  My  behaviour,"  fays  (he,  "  has,  I  fear^  been  the 
**  death  of  a  man  who  had  no  other  fault  but  that  of  loving  me  too 
**  much.  Heaven  only  knows  how  dear  he  was  to  me  while  he  lived* 
^  and  how  bitter  the  remembrance  of  him  has  been  to  me  (ince  his 
"  death !''    She  here  panfed,  and  lifted  up  her  eves  that  ftreamed 

*  with  tears  towards  the  father;  who  was  fo  moved  with  the  fenfe  of 
'  herforrows,  that  he  could  only  command  his  voice,  which  was  broke 
^  with  fighs  and  fobbings,  fo  far  as  to  bid  her  proceed.  She  followed 
'  his  diredions,  and  in  a  flood  of  tears  poured  out  her  heart  before 

*  him.     The  father  could  not  forbear  weeping  aloud,  infomuch  that 

*  in  the  agonies  of  his  grief  the  feat  (hook  under  him.  Conftantia, 
^  who  thought  the  good  man  was  thus  moved  by  his  compaftion  to- 
'  wards  her,  and  by  the  horror  of  her  guilt,  proceeded  with  the  utmoft 

*  contrition  to  acquaint  him  with  that  vow  of  virginity  in  which  (he 

*  was  going  to  engage  herfelf,  as  the  proper  atonement  for  her  (ins, 

*  and  the  on(y  facrifice  (he  could  make  to  the  memory  of  Theodo(ius« 
'  The  father,  who  by  this  time  had  pretty  well  compofed  himfelf, 
'  bnrft  out  again  in  tears  upon  hearing  that  name,  to  which  he  had 

*  been  fo  longdifufed,  and  upon  receiving  this  inftance  of  anunparal- 
'  leled  fidelity  from  one  who,  he  thought,  had  fever al  years  (ince  given 

*  herielf  up  to  the  po(re(]ion  of  another.     Amidft  the  interruptions  of 

*  his  forrows,  feeing  his  penitent  overwhelmed  with  grief,  he  was  only 
'  able  to  bid  her  from  time  to  time  be  comforted ;  to  tell  her  that 

*  her  fins  were  forgiven  her ;  that  her  guilt  was  not  fo  great  as  (he 

*  apprehended;  that  (he  (hould  not  fu(Fer  herfelf  to  be  afm^led  above 
'  meafnre.     After  which  he  recovered  himfelf  enough  to  give   her 

*  the  abfolution  in  form;  dire^ng  her  at  the  fame  time  to  repair  to 

*  him  again  the  next  day,  that  he  might  encourage  her  in  the  piout 

*  re(bltttion  (he  had  taken,  and  give  her  fuitable  exhortations  for  her 
^  behaviour  in  it.  Conftantia  retired,  and  the  next  morning  renewed 
'  her  applications.     Theodofius  having  manned  his  foul  with  proper 

*  thoughts  and  refledlions,  exerted  himfelf  on  this  occafion  in  the  bell 
'  manner  he  could,  to  animate  his  penitent  in  the  courfe  of  life  (he 
'  was  entering  upon,  and  wear  out  of  her  mind  thofe  groundlefs  fears 
^  and  apprehenfions  which  had  taken  pofieflion  of  it ;  concluding  with 

*  \  pronuie  to  her,  that  he  would  from  time  to  time  continue  his  ad- 
'  monitiont  when  (he  (hould  have  taken  upon  hex  the  holy  veil.    **  The 

«•  rules 
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•'  rules  of  our  refpcftive  orders,*^  fays  he,  *'  will  not  pcrmif  Aait  t* 
«'  fliould  fee  you,  but  you  xAay  afTurc  yourifelf  not  only  of  having  a 
•*  place  in  my  prayers,  hut  of  receiving  futh  frequent  infiruaiom  at  I 
**  can  convey  to  you  by  letters.  Go  on  chearfully  m  the  glorious  courfe 
«'  you  have  undertaken,  and  you  will  quickly  find  fuch  a  peace  and 
**  fatisfa£tion  in  your  mind,  which  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  world 
**  to  give.** 

*  Conftantia's  heart  was  fo  elevated  with  the  difconrie  of  Father 

*  Francis,  that  the  very  next  day  (he  entered  upon  her  vow*     A^  fboit 

*  as  the  folemnities  of  her  reception  were  over,  Ihe  retired,  as  it  is  nfual, 

*  with  the  abbefs,  into  her  own  apartirt'ent. 

*  The  abbefs  had  been  informed  the  night  before  of  all  that  had  pailed 

*  hetween  her  noviciate  and  Father  Francis,  from  whoih  flie  now  de» 
«  livered  to  her  the  following  letter. 

*'  AS  the  firft  fruits  of  thofe  joys  and  confoladons  vyhich  you  mayex-* 
-/*  *'  peft  from  the  life  you  are  now  engaged  in,  I  maft  acquaint 
•'  you  that  Theodofius,  whofe  death  fits  fo  heavy  upon  your  thoughts, 
*•;  is  ftill  alive ;  and  that  the  father  to  whom  you  have  confefled  yourfclf^ 
•'  was  once  that  Theodofius  whom  you  fo  much  lament.  The  lov^ 
••  which  we  have  had  for  one  another  will  make  us  more  happy  in  it*s 
*'  difappointment,  than  it  Could  have  done  in  it's  fuccefs.  Providence 
"  has  difpofed  of  us  for  our  advantage,  though  not  according  to  our 
•♦  wilhes.  Confider  your  Theodofius  ftill  as  dead,  but  affure  yourfcif 
•*  of  one  who  will  not  ceafe  to  pray  for  you  in  F'ather 

*  Conftantia  faw  that  the  hand-writing  agreed  with  the  cotitefits  of 
«  the  letter:  and  upon  reflcfting  on  the  voice,  the  Mrfon,  the  behaviour, 

*  and  above  all,  the  extreme  forrow  of  the  father  aUtine  her  confeffio6, 

*  the  difcovered  Theodofius  in'  every  particular.     After  having  wept 

*  with  tears  of  joy :  "  It  is  enough,*'  fays  fhc,  *'  Theodofius  is  ftill  in 
**■  being  ;  I  (hall  live  with  comfort,  and  die  in  peace." 

*  The  LETTERS  luhich  the  Father  fent  her  afterwards  arty  if  extant  itt 

*  the  nunnery  inhere  Jherejided\  and  are  often  read  to  the  young  religious  ^  t9 , 

*  infpire  them/with  good  refolut  ions  andfentiments  of  virtue*  It  (b  happeH- 
«  ed,  that  after  Conftantia  had  lived  about  ten  years  in  the  do'ifter,  a. 
«  violent  fever  broke  out  in  the  place,  which  fwept  away  great  mttl- 
«  titudes,  and  among  others  Theodofius.     Upon  his  death-bed  he  fent 

*  his  benediftion  in  a  very  moving  manner  to  Conftantia ;  who  at  that 
«  time  was  herfelf  fo  far  gone  in  the  fame  fatal  diftemper,  that  fhe  liy 
«  delirious.  In  the  interval  which  generally  precedes  death  in  iicknefles 
«  of  this  nature,  the  abbefs  finding  that  the  phyficians  had  giv^n  her. 

*  over,  told  her  that  Theodofius  was  juft  gonfe  before  her,  a:ua  that  he, 

*  had  fent  her  his  benedifllon  in  his  laft  moments.   Conftantia  received  it, 
«  with  pleafure  :  **  And  now,'*  fays  fhe,  **  if  I  do  not  alk  any  thing 
*«  improper,  let  me  be  buried  by  Theodofius.     My  vow  reaches  wfar-^ 
««  ther  than  the  grave :   what  f  alk,  is,  I  hope,  no  violatioH  or  it.** 

*  She  died  foon  after,  and  was  interred  according  to  her  requeft. 

*  Their  tombs  are  ftill  to  be  feen,  with  a  (hort  Latin  infcriptfoH  bn 

*  them  to  the  following  purpofe. 

«  Here  lie  the  bodies  of  Father  Francis  and  Sifter  Conftance.    TJgr. 

*  were  lovely  in  their  lives ^  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  t^H  divided.* 
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*    THEODOSIUS      AND      CONSTANTIA. 


VOLUME    THE    FIRST. 

COMTAIHIKO 

THEIR  CORRF.IPONDENCE,  t^ROM    AN    EARLY    ACqUAlRtANCB    TO   THf 
DEPARTURE  Ot  THEODOSIUS. 


L  E  T  T  E  R    I. 

CONSTANTIATO   THEODOSIUS. 

y*VV*\.^  it  jK^ffible  that  Theodo- 
if  )►  fius  can  approve  the  phi*-. 

J>    1     rf     lofophyofBcrni4T>What 
#  |»  would  become  of  Chrif- 

^^^^^     tianity,  vcre  we  to  adopt 
the  following  creed?  Vah- 
Juifju€  dtsplaifirs  meparoit  un  grand 
picbi.  A  un  TO  abftain  from  pleafuret  1 
What  can  he  mean  ?  Is  not  this  perfeft- 
I7  cbe  reverfe  of  all  moral  and  i-eligioui 
{M^epts?  Are  not  abftinence,  and  mor- 
tification, and  felf -denial,  echoed  in  oiuT 
cars  from  the  flril  dawn  of  reafon  \  Are 
not  we  taught  to  guard  againft  the  pre* 
valence  of  pleafuret  in  general,  and  to 
look  upon  them  as  enemies  under  the 
naik  of  friend ^ip  >  Condder  them  in 
a  religious  light,  and  they  confelTedly 
alienate  the  heart  from  it*s  duty*     The 
U'uers  of  pUafure  c^fivmt  ht  hypers  rf 
God,    The  qffeSi^nt  cannot  be  fit  om 
'  things  aUvi^  while  they  tend  to  earth- 
ly obje^s*     Consider  their  moral  ten- 
deBcy,  and  they  will  be  found  to  vitiate 
tnd  debar<t  the  ibuK     Selfiflinefs,  and 
t.negie^k  of  the  fbcial  .tfutieS,^  an  i&fc« 


parable  from  the  purfutt  of  bleafures* 
Thefe  are  jealous  eods,  ana  demand 
from  their  votaries  all  the  affcflions  of 
the  heart,  ail  the  attentions  of  the  mind. 
They  en  Have  the  better  faculties,  and 
make  the  fenfes  the  tyrants  of  the  un- 
derttandins;^ 

Surely  themind  is  toonoblea  province 
for  fuch  rulers;  and,  to  me,  the  maxim 
o(  Bernier  appears  to  be  no  lefs  incon- 
fiftent  with  found  pbilofophy  than  with 
true  religion.  I  fancy  you  will  (nd 
Tome  difficulty  to  fupport  him  in  the 
opinion  of 

CONSTANTlAa, 


L  ft  T  T  fi  R     11. 

TllEODOSZUS  TO  CONSTANTrA^ 

EV£R  ambble,  and  ever  ingeni- 
ous ;  pious  in  her  enquiries,  aftd 
modeft  in  her  conclufions.  How  de* 
iightful  to  accompany  Conftantia  in 
the  refearches  of  truth  and  fciencc ! 
Clear  in  her  conceptions,  and  acute  in 
her  expredion  ;  through  the  medium  of 
her  language,  wedifcovcr  more  clearly, 
B 
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even  thofe  rentimeBts  that  are  not  un- 
known to  u».  It  afllils  the  undevftanding 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  telefcope  aids, 
the*  eye^  and  brings  near  the  diftajwt  ob- 

Tho»  it  is.  Madam,  that  while  you 
call  upon  me  to  the  decifion  of  moral  or 
relurjous  enquiries,  and  place  me  in  the 
diaatorial  chair  j  after  rra^g  invefted 
me  with  the  conuniffion  ofa  judge»  like 
afkilful  advocate^  you  in  fome  meafure 
qualify  me  for  that  office,  by  laying 
before  me  the  whole  merits  of  the 
caufe. 

.  ,When  I  praifed  the  philofophy  of 
Bernrcr,  I  liad  not  indeed  forgot  that 
lingular  maxim  of  which  you  have 
taken  notice;  but  I  was  by  no  means 
aware  that  you  would  feize  upon  this 
eminence,  and  from  thence  difcharge 
your  artillery  both  on  the  phiiolbpher 
and  his  encomiaft. 

Well,  fair  friend  I  iince  Venus  is 
armed  for  the  engagement^  and  has  at- « 
ready  made  ber  attacks,  ihe  mui\  ck- 
ped  to  meet  with  a  Dioraede.  But 
Theodofius,  perhaps,  will  not  be  fa- 
tisHed  with  his  conqueft  j  if,  like  the 
goddefs  of  beauty,  Coni^antia  (liotild 
retreat,  wounded  only  in  the  ba/iii. 

Yes,  my  amiable  moralift,  I  do  ap- 

Frove  the  philofophy  of  Bernierj  nay, 
adopt  his  creed  too,  and  cordially  de- 
clare with  him,  Vabflinence  des  plai- 
JirsmefaroH  un  grand  pecbe.  What 
is  fin }  Is  it  not  to  a€l  contrary  to  the 
will  of  the  Supiremc  Being  ?  Beyoud  all 
d'oubt^  where  that  will  is  known.  Is 
it  not  evident  that  the  benevolent  Crea- 
tor of  the  univeife  intended,  and  dill 
intends,  only  the  happinefs  of  his  crea- 
tures ?  Tbia  rauft  be  allowcil  from  the 
cTonfent  and  the  :i)>peai-ance  of  his  works 
in  general.  And  is  not  pleafure  hap- 
pifxefs  ?  It  mud  be  fo,  or  the  term  is 
vain.  If,  then,  the  Supreme  Bein^  in- 
tended principally  the  happineis  of  his 
creatures,  and  if  pleafure  be  happinefs, 
to  abilain  from  pleRfure,  is  to  truftate 
the  intentions  of  Providence,  to  a6l 
contrary  to  bis  will;  which  is,  confef- 
fedly,  the  veiy  cflcnce  of  iin ;  Vab- 
flinence des  pUnJirs  eft  un  grand  picbL 
it  is  a  capita]  fm  to  abflain  from  plea- 
fure, fince  it  muft  have  been  the  pri- 
mary view  of  tl»e  Divine  Beneficence  to 
communicate  pleafure  to  human  na- 
ture. 
<  «iJ;p,  y'Jisit  other  cad  was  this  pomp. 


this  magnificence  of  beauty  fcattered 
over  the  vifible  univerfe  I  Is  not  this  the 
language  of  nature,  through  all  her  foul- 
ing works?    «  Children,   be    kappyj 

*  brought  into  exigence  by  the  com- 
'  mand  of  that  glorious  Being  who  is 

*  love  itfelf,  3rour  inheritance  is  plea- 
<  fure,  and  it  is  your  only  duty  to  cuX- 

*  tivate  it  well.'  Are  thiey  not,  there- 
fore, children  of  diibbedience,  who  thus 
imrited  into  the  vineyard,  (land  idle  in 
the  market  place,  and  vainly  fay,  that 
BO  man  hath  employed  them  ? 

Hath  God  created  a  paradife,  and 
will  not  man  look  around  him  to  enjoy 
it ;  but,  like  hisfirft  parent,  as  defcribed 
by  theEnglifh  poet,  ftiU  penfively  coiv 
template  himielf  in  the  murmuring 
fountain?  Shall  he  for  ever  feek  hia 
imap  in  the  waters  of  adverfityj  and 
ihailthe  fair  fcenes  of  life  be  deformed 
through  fuch  a  mirror  ? 

Surely,  to  abftain  from  pleafure  is  a 
negative  kind  of  guilt  j  fince  that  very 
abitinence  is  a  reproach  to  the  eternal 
and  invariable  Benevolence  \ 

From  whom  do  we  derive  every  na- 
tural defire  ?  By  whofe  wifdom  were  the 
fine  organs  of  fenfation  formed  ?  To 
whofe  bounty  do  we  owe  the  objeds  o£ 
gratification?  And  to  whofe  benevo^ 
icnce  are  we  indebted  for  the  capacity  of 
enjoyment  ?  Proceed  not  thefe  powers 
and  faculties  from  the  great  Source  of 
all  things  >  Was  not  each  adapted  to 
it*a  peculiar  function  ?  And  is  not  the 
neglect  of  thefe  capacities  a  fault  ?  la 
not  the  mortification  of  them  a  crime  ? 

By  what  means  came  pleafure  into 
the  world  ?  Was  it  introduced  by  (bme 
malignant  fpirit?  Did  fome  daemon 
contrive  it  for  the  deilruflion  of  man> 
kind  ?  That  could  not  be  $  for  no  in- 
ferior being  could  have  power  to  per- 
vert the  faculties  and  capacities  of  hi»« 
man  nature.  In  fuch  a  cafe  the  Su- 
preme Ci^eator  muft  have  been  an  im- 
perfe6\  being:  he  muft  have  wanted 
tlie  will  to  iecure  the  liappineis  of  his 
creatures;  or,  if  he  had  the  will,  he 
muft  have  been  without  the  power  \a 
execute  oreftabli(h  it.  Either  of  thefe 
fuppofitions  it  would  be  folly  to  ad- 
mit. Pleafui'e,  therefore,  can  onlyowv 
it's  ori^n  to  God,  and  it'a  very  name 
prove&  »t  to  be  of  divine  extraflion. 

And  fiiall  we  refute  acquaintance  with 
an  ob^efl  of  heavenly  delcent?  SliaU 
we  wngratefully  bid  the  giver  refucne 

.  kjt 


THBODOSIUS    AND    CONSTANTIA. 


It 


iiit  gifts»  or  rmMcfa  kim  with  a  (up- 
pofition,  that  ne  would  affect  us  with 
propeoiiriet  we  ought  not  to  iudul^  ? 

Yes,  Bcrpier,  you  are  io  the  right. 
The  renunciation  of  pleafiire  muft  be  a 
fin  i  not  only  actually,  but  effectually 
a  fin.  The  mind  that  refufes  admit- 
tance to  Rich  a  gueft,  muft  acquire  a 
gloomy  and  unfoci^i  habit  {  be  fit 
onlv  for  the  regions  of  monattick  dul- 
ntUf  where  lazy  fan^ity  offers  a  pre- 
pofterous  devotion  to  that  Being,  who 
intended  that  we  ilioukl  rejoice  in  and 
partake  of  a  general  aod  IvKial  happt- 

When  the  bias  of  nature  is  oppofed, 
when  her  fovereign  dilates  arc  broken , 
man  becomes  incapable  of  rendering 
any  acceptable  i'ervice  either  to  his  God» 
toibcietyx  or  tohimlclf !  To  his  God 
be  IS  ungrateful ;  nay,  he  infults  him 
with  a  devotion  more  becoming  the 
worihippers  of  Moloch,  while  he  fup* 
poTes  mm  capable  of  delighting  in 
cruelty  j  of  zmi&ing  his  creatures,  by 
giving  them  pafiions  which  it  iliould  be 
a  merit  to  mortify  i  and  of  tantalizing 
tbcm,  by  requiring  a  rigid  abftinence 
from  evei7  inviting  enjoyment  that  na- 
taiie  fuggefted.  To  the  interefts  and 
aifedions  of  fociety  he  becomes  cold 
and  indifferent*  when*  what  fliould 
principally  engage  him  to  them,  the  fo- 
cia)  defires  of  nature  groan  beneath  the 
yoke  of  undeliehted  abftinence.  Upon 
(he  iame  principles  he  is  an  tnany  to 
himfclf,  to  that  being  which  was  given 
him  for  his  enjoyment,  and  which  at 
laft  he  (hail  render  back  to  the  Giver* 
with*  '  1  knew  that  thou  wert  an  hard 

*  Mafter,  therefore  the  talent]|that  thou 

*  gaveft  me  I  have  made  no  ufe  of :  be- 

*  hold*  here  it  is  again/ 
OPleafure!  thou  firft,  heft  gift  of 

eternal  Benefijcence  f  Faired  and  moft 
beloved  daughter  of  heaven*  all  hail } 
and  welcome  to  foioum  on  eaith !  A 
Ranger  thou  art  to  every  malignant  and 
onfociaj  pafiion,  formed  to  expand,  tp 
exbilaratie,  to  humanize  the  hearl  1 

But  whither  has  my  fubjecl  trani'potl- 
ed me?  Have  |  loft  fight  of  Coiiftantia? 
That  cannot  be  ;*for  pleaiure  is  my  iub- 

jca. 

Yet  pofilbly  my  amiable  friend  is  by 

this    time  more  than  half  dilplcafcd. 

.  *  Where,'  fays   Ojc,  *  will   this  end  ? 

*  Has  Tbeodofius  confplred  with  Ber- 

*  nier  to  revive  the  Ichool  of  Epicurus  V 
By  i»  means.  Madam  i  Xbepkafure 


we  preach  is  not  the  offspriogof  chance^p 
but  the  child  of  God. 

The  Epicurean  do£^rine  of  pleafure 
is  felfiih}  this  that  we  would  recommend 
is  pious.  From  confiderations  repedl- 
ing  the  uncertainty  of  this  life*  and  the 
improbability  of  another*  the  Athenian 
philofopher*  if  we  may  believe  his  bio- 
grapher* Laertius,  taught  his  followers, 
to  puvfue  inceflfantly  aU  tlat  was  called 
enjoyments  From  refleSlions  that  are 
honourable  to  the  eternal  Providence; 
that  conclude  hire  to  be  the  liberal  ^ver 
of  all  that  deferves  the  name  of  en|oy- 
ment,  uf  the  objefls  that  gratify,  and 
the  faculties  that  enjoy;  in  obedience 
to  his  benevolent  intentions*  would  we 
fummon  the  world  to  the  purfuit  of 
pleafure,  and  convince  it  that  the  fun 
doth  not  fliine  in  vain  ? 

Nor  will  this  do6b^ne*  as  my  fair 
friend  apprehends,  be  at  all  inconfiftent 
with  the  pure  precepts  of  that  religion 
we  profeis. 

For*  after  all*  what  is  pleafiire?  I« 
it  to  be  found  at  the  table  of  riotous 
feftivity*  or  in  the  venal  arms  of  erra- 
tick  love  ?  Impoftible !  for  thefe  are  the 
haunts  of  inadncfs,  of  raeannefs*  di^uft^ 
and  folly. 

Human  Pleafure  is  of  a  delicate  tern* 
per.  She  dilciaims  all  connections  with 
indecency  and  excels :  ihe  declines  the 
fociety  uf  untender  Defire,  and  of  Riot 
roaring  in  the  jollity  of  his  heart.  A 
fenfe  of  ihe  dignity  of  human  nature  air 
ways  accompanies  her,  and  flie  camiot 
admit  of  any  thing  that  degrades  it. 
Tendernefs,  Good  Faith,  Modefty,  and 
Delicacy,  are  her  handmaids;  Tempe- 
rance and  Chearfulnefs  are  her  bofom 
friends.  She  is  no  ftranger  to  the  en- 
dearments of  love  *  but  (he  always  con- 
fiths  her  haodniaiils  in  the  choice  of  the 
objcil :  (he  nei'er  refudes  her  prcfencp 
at  the  focial  board,  where  her  friends 
ai'e  always  placed  on  her  right- hanc(^ 
and  on  her  icfi.  Diuingthe  tinu;,  (hfi 
generally  addre^Tes  heifelf  to  Che.uful- 
ncfs,  til]  Temperance  demands  her  at^ 
tcnrion. 

Let  us  now,  Conftantia,  cnquira 
whether  iljis  amiable  being  mcriis  the 
charge  th:it  you  have  brought  againtt 
her. 

Will  ft;e  alienate  the  heart  from  It's 
duty  ?  Bui  how  ?  Has.it  not  already  ap- 
peared, that  (}je  herfclf  was  feni  from 
God,  th«j  bcft  gift  of  infinite  bcncvo-. 
kuce?  It  is  onlv  in  the  abufe,  in  rhe 
B  a  pcrvcrhon 
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rfion  of  the  gift,  that  the  heart  can 
ienated  from  \^9  duty, 
tie  K>veri  of  pleafure  may,  undoubt- 
be  lovers  of  God •  To  be  pleafed 
the  gift,  and  not  love  the  giver, 
d  be  unnatural  and  ungrateful, 
:e  the  charge  of  the  inibired  wri- 
that  fome  were  (ov^s  af'pUaJure^ 
I  tbfln  bnters  cf  God,  What  was 
more  or  lefs  tlun  the  charge  of  in- 
tude? 

ht  ajfe^ionft  you  fay,  cannot  b^ 
r  tbmfs  above,  while  they  tend  to 
ly  obje^ls.  Literally,  they  cannot ; 
:he  beft  devotion,  that  fudi  an  im- 
:£l  creature  as  man  is  capable  of 
ig,  is  derived  from  his  mortal  feeU 
,  perceptions,  and  enjoyments. 
*n  ne  ^nds  bimfelf  happy  in  thefe, 
naturally  led  to  adore  that  Being 
gave  them  ^  to  loojc  up  witli  sra- 
!e  to  him,  and  fo  far  to fet  bis  afect 
9H  tbpigs  fibovff  M  he  has  reafon 
ope  foe  a  happier  allotment  in  an 
oved  ftate  oi  exigence.  Thus 
ottn  a  regard  to  things  on  earth, 
a0tft  bis  piety,  and  encourage  his 

ur  Ideas  of  heavenly  objects  are 

!mely  abftra6bed  from  fenfe,  and  yet 

difficult  through  any  other  medium 

jctend  the  ai!e£lions  to  them.     It 

been  obferved,  with  phiiofophical 

I,  by  one  of  the  facred  writers,  that, 

a  man  love  not  bis  brotber  wubom 

batbjeerf,  bo^  Jbould be  fo*ye  Gad' 

bom  be  batb  notfeen  ?"    I  will  bor- 

his  mode  of  reafoning,  and  will 

if  a  man  love  not  thofe  gifts  of 

which  he  hath  feen,  ho\y  fliould 

et  his  affeAion  on  thole  which  he 

not  feen?    If  he  hath  not  been 

ied^iQrith  thofe  enjoyments  which 

Divine  bounty  bath  allotted  him, 

lecyli^rly  adapted  to  this  ftate  of 

g,  what  moral  profpefl  cap  he  have 

eing  bettpr  fatisAed  in  any  future 

?  '  ^       . 

ut  you  quarrpl  with  the  mpraiter\' 
y  ^pUdfure^  and  load  it  witii  the 
y  charge  of  vitiating  and  debafing 
nind ;  addine,  that  felfiOincfs,  and 
gle6^  of  the  ipctal  duties,  are  inle- 
ble  firom  the  purfuit  of  it.  Has 
my  friend'  made  a  mifnomer  here, 
ving  tfie  name  of  pleafure  to  Vice  ? 
ige  the  lernM  only,  '^nd  the  charge 
(^.  It  is  impoflibie  that  innocent 
ures  ihould  vitiatie,  or  that  delicate 
rmen^  fboM  debafe  the  mind.    It 


is  impoflible  that  thofe  focial  delights 
which  foften  the  heart,  (hould  riiafcc  it 
fclfilh,  or  ercludc  from  it's  feelings  a 
rtg^id  for  the happincfs  of  othfrs. 

If  we  look  into  the  minds  and  Aian* 
ners  of  men,  we  (hall  find  that  not  the 
very  ;«bftemiou8,  the  mortified,  or  the 
fanflimonious,  arc  moft  diftingui(hed 
for  focial  virtues.  The  reafon,  I  think, 
is  obvious;  when  innocent  appetite* 
and  defires  arc  rfeih-ained,  the  focial  af- 
fe£lions  languiHi  under  the  fime  oppref- 
fion.  It  is  fcarccly  pofljbie,  that  any 
man  who  admits  of  no  enjoyments  in 
bimfelf,  fhould  be  indulgent  to  thofe  of 
others.  We  behold  inmimcrable  in- 
ftancesofthis,  both  in  thofe  who  cannot 
and  in  thofe  who  will  not  enjoy. 

The  encouragement  of  pleafure,th«Te- 
fbre,  cheri flies  the  focial  virtues  ;  and 
he  who  is  of  a  happy  difpofition  htmfelf, 
will  be  the  firit  to  promote  the  happinefs 
of  his  neighbour. 

Yet,  will  not  pleafures  enQave  the 
better  faculties,  and  make  the  fenirt  the 
tyrants  of  the  foul  ?  No  doubt— if  the 
enjoyments  of  the  mind  ane  excltided  ? 
but  the  foul  has  it's  peculiar  pleafures, 
which  may  and  ought  to  take  their 
turn  J  and  if  the  intelleftual  appetitef 
are  gratified,  as  well  as  the  fenfual  and 
the  focial,  the  provlqceof  the  mind  wi4l 
neither  be  uncultivated,  nor  be  fubje^t 
to  the  ufurpadon  of  invaders. 

Pardon  me,  Conftantia !  when  I  writp 
to  you,  I  know  not  when  to  have  done  1 
Eyen  now  1  lay  down  the  pen  with  re* 
luclancc— <vep  now,  with  a  figh,  I  fub- 
fcfibe 

Jheodosius, 


LETTER      III. 

PONSTANTIA  TO  THEODOSIUS, 

TH  E  R  E  is  nothing  more  true,  thin 
that  credulity  is  the  foible  of  wor 
men.  I  have  a  violent  inclination  to 
believe  every  word  you  have  faid,  as 
well  yoar  gallantry  as  your  philolbphy: 
nay,  I  can  nardly  bewail  the  ruin  of  my 
poor  arguments  j  though  I  have  the  va* 
nity  to  think,  that  the  breaches  you 
have  made  in  them  might  eafily  be  ir- 
paired.  However,  you  certainly  had  the 
happieft  addrcfs  to  introduce  your  doc- 
trine by  the  hand  of  flattery.  The  ua- 
derlhnding  of  a  woman  is  by  nothing 
fo  eafily  vanauiilKd  »f  by  the  artiiltry 
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of  pra%.  If  It  be  to  ydur  f«ii|Poft  td 
^ivraken  it,  give  k  the  compltment  of 
ftfvngth.  If  you  woold  blind  it,  call 
it  brighter  than  the  day.  The  praife  of 
a  philolbpher  ia  really  a  moil  dangtroua 
thing;  and  it  ia  not  in  female  fortitude 
to  nritd  it.  Accompanied  with  the  ideaa 
of  truth  and  gravity,  it  makes  it's  way 
to  the  heart  without  oppoHtion  \  and 
the  fenfe  and  dignity  of  the  fpeaker  con- 
fpire  with  our  natural  love  of  it,  togivt 
it  the  fan^lion  of  ficicerity. 

Should  I  preclude  all  future  conuiH^ 
menta  from  the  letters  of  Theodobus, 
and  fay  no  more  than  what  it  ufually 
laid  upon  fuch  occafians,  viz.  that  I 
ccyold  not  deferve  them  j  however  true 
it  might  be,  it  would  not  fave  me  from 
the  charge  of  afleAation  t  an  imputa- 
tion which  of  all  others  would  be  rooft 
dreadful  to  me !  Frank- hearted  let  me 
be  efteemed  $  and,  though  deftitute  of 
every  other  excellence,  I  (liall  not  be 
the  nieaneft  of  my  fex. 

But  you  fee,  my  friend,  I  have  given 
you  ftrious,  and,  I  hope,  fatisfa^ory 
reafbns,  why  you  (hould  fliut  up  the 
fountains  of  adulation  junlefs  you  think 
that  they  will  give  fertility  to  a  barreti 
Ibil.  AfTure  yourfelf,  I  fhall  conclude 
this  to  be  your  opinion,  if  you  pay  any 
compliments  either  to  my  perfon  or  my 
tmdcrAanding. 

I  find  no  inclination  to  controvert  any 
of  the  principles  contained  in  your  la(t. 
They  are  all  amiable  at  leaft,  if  they 
are  not  (olid  ;  and,  poflibly,  it  may  be 
nothing  more  than' the  prejudice  of  a 
narrow  education}  that  would  withold 
any  part  of  the  credit  due  to  them. 

Ah,  my  friend  !  for,  furely,  you  are 
my  friend,  if  any  confidence  may  be  re- 
pofed  in  human  appearances ;  pity  the 
^Borance  of  a  haplel's  eirt,  I  had  aimdt 
laid  an  orphan,  una£Aed  and  unin- 
lbru£led  !--> Believe  me,  Theodofius,  ro 
your  converfation  I  am  indebted  for  al- 
moft  all  the  valuable  fentiments  I  have. 
You  fir^  taught  me  to  think  at  large  : 
you  told  me  that  liberty  of  opinion 
was  as  much  a  natural  inheritance  as 
pergonal  liberty }  that  human  nature  had 
long  groaned  under  the  tyranny  of  cuf- 
tom  i  and  that  the  worft  fpecies  of  cap- 
tivity, was  the  impVifenmtot  of  the 
mind. 

Ever  to  be  remembered  is  that  diftih- 
^ifhed  kflbn,  which,  upon  our  firft 
acquaintance,  you  gave  me  in  the  giove 
pfooj^lars.  ypu  poiittlv  pretcndcdi  that 


it  waa  wntten  by  kmm  otiwf  peiibia,  fof 
the  inftruAion  of  another  woman  t  bnl 
1  foon  drfcofvred  in  it  the  fptrit  and 
manner  of  Theodofiut )  and  found  it  ib 
well  adapted  to  my  own  rircnnftanoeiry 
that  I  could  no  longer  doubt  either  fdt 
whom,  or  by  whom  it  was  written. 

Notwithftandingthift  dlfix>vcry,I  muft 
beg  yon  will  fsvonr  me  with  a  copy  of 
it  i  for  thM  which  von  gave  me  hi^ 
been  defhoyed,  I  believe,  by  the  snfl 
and  induftry  of  Father  M:^— .  Adiiul 

CONSTANTXA* 


LETTER    IV. 

THBOPOSIVS  TO  COKSTAltTtA. 

BY  fuppofrng  me  to  be  the  author  of 
the  following  letter,  you  have  laid 
me  undei*  fome  dilfagreeable  cifctnn* 
ftances.  But  what  wotild  you  conelode^ 
fliould  I,  on  that  account,  refofeyou  n 
copy  of  it?  Might  you  not  joftiv  char^ 
me  with  that  aift^tion  whicn  you  !b 
greatly  del'pife  f  You  (hall  have  it,  He 
the  confcquence  what  it  will.  Confian- 
tia  commands,  and  Theodofius  muR 
obey. 

«   THOUGHTS     ON    THK    IMPROTB- 

*  MENT  OF  THE  MIND  AND  MAN- 
«  NERS,  ADDRESSIDTO  A  YOUNG 
<   LADY  OF  BOLOGNA.  BY  A  MEM- 

*  BBR   OF  THB   ACADEMY  DELLA 

*  CRUSCA. 

'   MADAM, 

<  npHE  firtt  ftepthat  a  young  lady 
-*-  •  can  take  mwards  impravenfent, 
is  to  be  convinced  that  fhe  wants  it. 
The  mind  is  (ituated  in  fuch  an  9b- 
feu  re  recefs,  and  is  Co  little  the  ob  * 
ie£l  of  the  ienfes,  that  it  is  a  diAcuft 
matter  to  take  a  view  of  it  at  alf : 
much  more,  to  beheld  it  in  it's  true 
light.  Hence,  we  are  apt  to  believe  it 
fufficiently  fumillied,  when  defolate 
and  empty  5  and  to  think  itprc«erly 
cultivated,  though  it  produces  ihtle 
more  than  the  rude  growth  of  nattire. 
*  Better,  however,  iseven  that  growth, 
than  fome  artificial  produ^s.  Bet- 
ter is  the  harveft  of  wild  iTimplkity, 
than  the  rank  and  thriving  crops  that 
have  been  cultivated  l^  the  inddftry 
of  folly! 

rof 
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*  Of  all  llie  oWtm^t  >preedt  that  are 

*  apt  to  rpiing  up  in  a  young  mind» 

*  and  to  opprefs  it*8  better  fruits,  af- 

*  fcdation  is  the  moft  deltruflive }  where 

*  it  takes  root»  the  love  of  truth  and 

*  nature  perifii  unavoidably,  and  arti* 

*  fice  and  infincerity  ufurp  their  place. 

*  Qnalities  like  thek  are  fo  infinitely 
«  odious,  fo  perfedly  oppofite  to  all  that 

*  is  amiable  or  dcferving  of  confidence^ 

*  that,  if  a  woman  had  an  av^rfion  to 

<  being  beloved,  (he  could  not  find  a 

<  more  effeflual  antidote. 

*  Never,  Madam,  have  I  known  an 

*  affefted  woman  poflelTed  of  any  ami- 

<  able  or  any  virtuous  quality  ! 

*  The  Coccatrici  is  not  unknown  to 

*  you.  Behold  in  her,  then,  a  moff  in- 
«  ftni£liveleAoreon  the  management  of 
«  the  mind?  For  the  Coccatrici,  with 

*  the.  beft  natural  underftanding,   not 

*  ancoltivated  by  books,  is  at  pains 
«  to  render  herfelf  the  moft  odious  wo- 

*  man  in  the  world.     AfFeflation  has 

*  the  abfolute  dominion  both  of  her 

<  perfon  and  mind.    Her  words,  her 

*  motions,  her  a6iions,   her  opinions, 

<  are  all  under  the  influence  of  aiFe6)a- 

*  tion  i   all  receive  it's  ugly  and  dil- 

f'     aftful  ftamp.    Obfcurely  bom  her- 
If,    the  Coccatrici's  palTion  is  di- 
«  ftin6lion.     Without  any  accomplifli- 

*  ments  of  perfon,  (be  aflfe^s  the  ibfc- 
«  nefs,   the  negligence,   the  languifh- 

*  ments  of  beauty.     Thcfe,   and  in- 

*  numerable  more  abfurdities,  arifing 

*  from  the  fame  principle  of  affc£^ation« 

*  render  her  the  contempt  of  your  fex, 

*  and  the  jcft  of  ours.     Yet  were  ridi- 

*  culous  manners  the  only  cffefl  of  this 

*  principle,    the   Coccatrici  might  be 

*  laughed  at  and  pitied  ;  but  the  f^me 

*  infincerity,  the  fame  deviation  from 

*  trudi  and  nature  which  produces  thele, 
■  ha«  other  confequences  that  render  her 

*  deteftable«  (he  is  fcurriious  and  treach* 
'  ennis;  nor  is  this  to  be  wondcied  at. 

*  -A  mind  which  nft'eftation  has  alienat- 
'.«d  from  every   natural  principle  of 

*  ftmplt^ity^  lofes  at  the  fame  time  the 

*  fo^ial  virtues,  and  becomes  imiitfercnt 
«  to.  the  interefts  and  the  reputation  of 

*  ethers. 

*  Of  nofimple  tngredients  is  this  cha- 

*  caller  compofcd.     Forbidding  pride, 

*  ridiculous  vanity,  infidious  inlince- 

*  ri^,  virulent  malignity,  make  a  part 

*  of^the  compofition  of  the  Coccatrici. 
^  Characters  arc  always  the  beft  com- 


ments upon  precepts.  In  the  Cocca- 
trici, Madam,  you  behold  by  what 
odious  qualities  a  poliihed  tinder - 
Itanding  may  be  debafed. 
*  For  the  improvement  of  the  man- 
ners, therefore,  fomething  more  rouft 
be  neceffary  than  the  mere  acquifitioa 
of  knowledge  $  and  this  fomething  I 
take  to  be  the  cultivation  of  benevo- 
lence and  fincerity .  An  infinite  num • 
ber  of  virtues  will  fpring  from  the(e 
valuable  roots.  The  love  of  human- 
kind will  make  you  a  friend  to  every 
fellow-creature;  and,  together  with 
the  approbation  of  your  own  heart, 
general  cfteem  and  admiration  will  be 
your  reward.  .  The  love  of  truth  will 
fave  you  from  afte^iation,  and  fiom 
all  it's  difagreeableconfequences:  fa-  ' 
crificc  at  the  (hrine  of  Nature,  and 
bortuw  from  her  your  manners  and 
fentiments,  not  from  the  fantaftick 
humours  of  fjftiion.  From  her,  like- 
wife,  borrow  your  knowledge,  and 
not  from  the  labours  of  the  I'chools. 
She  will  give  you  no  narrow  or  illi- 
beral ideas  of  her  great  Author.  Be 
fiich  writeis,  therefore,  your  ftudy» 
as  have  made  her  theirs ;  fuch  as  hav« 
ft)ewn  thewifdom,  the  ceconomy,  the 
prudence,  tiie  benevolent  purpofes  of 
her  works.  The  Contemplation  of 
fuch  oh j efts  gives  the  mind  a  large 
and  liberal  turn,  lays  a  foundation 
for  the  moft  rational  piety,  and  re- 
conciles us  to  the  allotments  of  lik, 
when  we  behold  the  fuperintendence 
of  a  wife  and  benevolent  Power  over 
every  depanment  of  the  univerfe. 
'  Next  to  natural  philofophy,  the 
hiftory  of  human -kind  will  merit  your 
attention .  Various  are  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  this  courfe  of  read- 
ing. A  celebrated  writer  of  anti- 
quity has  obferved,  that  he  who  is 
ignorant  of  what  happened  before  his 
own  times,  is  ftill  a  child.  Before  I 
had  made  a  competent  acquaintance 
with  hiftory,  I  never  could  read  this 
paftage  without  pain  and  fliame.  I  ima- 
gined that  the  eyes  of  the  great  Ora- 
tor were  upon  me,  and  that  I  appear- 
ed childifti  before  him.  I  am  now 
extremely  well  convinced,  that  what 
he  obierved  was  comparatively  juft. 
«  Ignorance  is  the  charafteriftick  of 
childhood,  and  the  hiind  that  is  un- 
informed, at  whatever  period  of  life, 
is  ftill  in  a  puerile  date. 

*  From 
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*  From  the  knowledge  of  paft  evenu 
'  and  their  caufes  j  from  attending  to 

*  the  oeconomy  of  Providence  in  the 

*  external  and  internal  government  of 
'  the  world  j  by  tracing  the  progrefs  of 

*  fcience,  and  the  gradual  improvement 

*  of  the  mind,  we  learn  to  form  yuft 

*  conceptions  of  human  a£Uona  and 

*  opinions  )  to  make  the  beft  ufe  of  rea* 

*  Ion  in  forefeeing  the  confequencet  of 

*  principle*  yet  unpra^iifed  $  to  enlarge 

*  and  liDeralize  our  religious  (entii^ents, 
'  while  we  contemplate  the  Supreme 
^  Being  in  the  capacity  of  an  univerfal 

*  parent  i  and  to  fee  what  moral  per- 

*  fedion  the  human  mind  is  capable  of, 

*  when  man,  in  his  favage  and  in  his 
'  civilized  ftafe,  is  diftin^Uy  prefented 

*  to  oor  view. 

*  Thefe,  Madam,  arc  enquiries  wor- 

*  thy  of  a  i-ational  creature;  woithy  of 

*  that   acute    and  penetrating    genius 

*  which  the  liberal  hand  of  Nature  hat 

*  given  you  I  v 

'  Make  an  adequate  ufe  of  her  gene- 
'  rous  and  valuable  gifts.    Defpile  the 

*  fnecr   of  luperftcial  foppei-y,  that  is 

*  ever  jealous  of   luperior    ienfe,    and 

*  dreads   the  knowledge  of  a  woman 

*  on  account  of  it*s  own  ignorance. 
'  If  vou  are  not  without  hopes  of  being 

*  united  to  a  man  of  an  iiccompliihed 

*  mind,  qualify  yourfelf  for  his  com- 
'  pany.     Let  him  not  be  obliged   to 

*  conlider  his  wife  merely  as  a  domef- 

*  tick,. useful  in  her  appointment  j  make 

*  him  efteem  her  as  a  rational  compa- 

*  nion,'  whofe  converfation  may  enliven 

*  the  hours  of  foUtude}  and  who,  with 
'  a  mind  not  vacant  or  unfurnifhed, 

*  may,  like  the  houfeholder  in  the  gof- 

*  pel,  i>riug  forth  out  of  bcr  treafure 

*  tbiftgj  fieiv  ohJ  uU» 

*  To  what  a  dei'picable  (late  would 

*  your  (ex  be  degi-ailed  by  tholis  mono- 

*  poliaers  of  dignity  and  knowledge, 

*  who  would  debar  you   from  both! 

*  What !  were  rea(bn,   and  reflexion, 

*  and  memory,  and  every  other  faculty 

*  that  is  adapted  to  literary  imjvove- 
^  ments,  given  to  you  as  they  are  given 

*  to  us,  by  a  different  author j  or  for 

*  different  purpofes  ?     Mean  fallacy  in 

*  our  lex,  that  would  eftabliih  the  worft 

*  fpccies  of  tyranny  over  you,  the  ty- 

*  ranny  of  the  mmd  !  Ground  Ids  and 
^   illiberal  feai*  in  man,  that  he  (hould 

*  lofe  his  dignity  in  the  eyes  of  a  wo- 
'   *   inan  who  was  not  inferior  to  him  in 
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(enfe  t  It  it  the  property  of  caltirated 
minds  to  fee  in  an  humble  light  the' 
accompli (hments  of  others  Ms  it  not 
from  (ijch  minds  only,  that  they  can 
meet  the  reQie^l  due  to  their  merit  ? 
He  who  is  afraid  of  marrying  a  wo« 
man  that  is  not  abfolutety  ignoiant^ 
firivet  a  fair  proof,  at  leaft,  that  foch 
IS  not  his  own  cafe. 

*  There  are  provinces,  in  which  our 
(ex  ma^  properly  acquire  and  mam* 
tain  a  luperiority  of  knowledge,  and 
in  which  it  would  not  be  wonh  your 
while  to  excel.  There  are,  likewtfe, 
certain  departments  in  which  you 
(hould  claim,  unrivalled,  the  compli* 
ment  of  excellence;  but  the  cuiri* 
vatron  of  the  mind  fliould  be  equally 
the  care  of  both,  fince  Nature  hat 
given  to  both  minds  equally  capable 
of  cultivation. 

*  To  an  acquaintance  with  natural 
and  civil  hiftoty,  you  will  do  well  to 
join  the  lighter  and  more  amulive  en* 
tertainments  of  the  BeUeM  Lettres. 
The  ftudy  of  the  former  will  enricht 
that  of  the  laner  will  embelli(h  the 
mind .  From  works  of  taite  and  har* 
mony,  we  derive  a  kind  of  mechani* 
cal  virtue,  and  learn  to  admire  what 
is  truly  beautiful  and  harmonious 
in  moral  lifer.  The  genius  of  poetry 
has  a  foftening  and  humanizmgin* 
fluence  on  the  mind  \  and  it^s  pathe- 
tick  powers  increafe  that  charming 
fenfibility,  that  enthufia(Hck  tendemefs 
and  delicacy  of  affection,  which  ren* 
ders  your  lovely  (ex  fo  juftly  the  de- 
light and  admiration  of  ours. 

*  I  m«m  not,  however,  that  by  this 
kind  of  reading  you  fhoalcT  (often 
your  mind,  ib  much  as  form  your 
taite,  by  admiring  and  attending  tO 
wh.it  is  perfe^ly  beautiful,  in  one  of 
the  ftr.elt  arts  of  imitation. 

<  This  art  is  fo  naturally  adapted  te 
cultivate  that  harmony,  which  the 
academies  of  old  efteeined  tbeetfence 
of  moral  virtue,  that  I  was  alwayi 
at  a  lofs  to  know  why  Plato  woul4 
have  poets  banifhed  his  common- 
wealth, till  convinced  it  was  becaufe 
they  hurt  the  intere(is  of  religion,  and 
injured  the  dignity  of  the  gods,  by 
bringjng^them  into  the  joyous  purfuita 
ofpoetiy. 

•  *  After  all,  Madam,  whatever  prtf- 

ficisncy   you   may   liave   it   in   your 

power  to  make  in  iiteraiy  accomplifh- 

<  inentty 
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*  mtotitf  ffUffii  not  that  the  qualities  of 

*  the  heart  are  mfinitely  preferable  to 
«  tboTeof  the^head.  Should  you  beun- 

*  abley  for  want  of  affiftaoce  or  of>por- 

*  tuxiim  to  furni(h  your  mind  with  the 

<  tteamres  of  antiquity»   to   acquaint 

*  yourielf  with  the  phUofophv  of  na- 
'  ture»  or  to  embelUm  your  tane  by  the 
'  more  poliifhed  labours  of  genius,  re- 

*  memoiBr  that  you  ftUl  have  it  in  your 

*  power  to  make  yourfelf  amiable,  by  a 

*  iweetnefs  of  dilpodtion,  by  an  open- 

<  nefs  of  heart>  and  limplici^  of  man- 


Thus  far»  Coaibuitiay  the  Rrave  aca- 

temician.  You. will  now,  I  hope,  not 
e  unwilling  to  take  up  the  fofter  cba- 
ra£ler  of  the  Friend.— Ah  I  name,  re-» 
plete  with  tendernefs !  comprehenf^ve  of 
fvery  kind,  every  faithful  fentimentt 
*  Surelv  you  are  my  friend,'  did  you 
fay  ?  Yes,  Conilantia,  believe  it  I  ever- 
more believe  it  I  If  every  ardent  wi(h 
for  your  happinefs,  every  a£kive  impulfe 
to  fenre  and  oblige  you  ;  if  the  higheft 
efteem,  and  the  tendereit  regard,  may 
be  allowed  to  conftitute  the  mod  eflTen* 
tial  ^art  of  friendfhip,  furely  Theodo* 
fius  is  the  friend  of  Conltantia. 

Yet,  too  generous  in  your  acknow- 
ledgments, too  liberal  even  in  your  ideas 
of  gi'atitude  I  why  will  you  attribute  te 
me  any  part  of  your  accompliihments? 
Alas  !  what  am  I  ?  The  little  virtues 
j  have— if  any  I  have— -I  borrow  from 
Conftantiaj  and  by  continually  con- 
templating her  perfisflions,  I  acquire, 
»s  it  were,  a  habit  of  imitating  them. 

Can  I  make  a  better  ufe  of  thefe  un- 
chearful  hours,  that  I  am  doomed  to 
oafs  at  a  diftance  from  the  friend  of  my 
iieart  ?  Datu  cfs  rttraius  folitaireSf  I 
^d  no  other  confolation  than  what 
writing  to  or  thinking  of  her  afiibrds 
me. 

Why  thofe  xteedlefs  prohibitions  of 
praiie  }  Why  ihould  Conftantia  forbid 
ler  friend  to  conipliment  either  her  per^ 
ion  or  her  underftanding  ?  The  former 
has  no  need  of,  and  the  latter  is  above 
iJl  compliment  I 

What  luxury  in  tk^  indulgence  of 
tius  growing  tendernefs!  Ah,  precious 
(nxury  i"-i?erhap^  forbidden  1  Adieu  I 
adieul 
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EVER  generous  and  obliging  i  bat» 
poHibly,  too  tender !  Yet  Oiail  I 
blanfie  my  friend  for  his  tendernefs  ? 
Surely,  no— *but  why  *  forbidden  ?* 
what  does  that  mean  ?  Shall  the  inter- 
courle  of  friendlhip  be  forbidden  ?  I 
cannot  think  of  that— I  cannot,  muft 
not  lofe  the  friendfliip  of  Theodofius. 
"  You  have  ro^  moft  grateful  thank » 
for  the  academician's  letter,  which  I 
will  endeavour  to  fecure  from  the  in- 
quifition  of  Father  M— — .  The  good 
man  has  a  ftrange  averfion  to  every  tbin^^ 
that  tends  to  open  the  underftaading^ 
Yet  why  would  he  keep  us  in  the 
daik ?  Can,  it  be  of  any  advantage  to 
him  ?  In  my  opinion,  the  academician, 
(or,  with  your  leave,  Theodofius)  has 
inconteftibfy  proved  the  female  right  to 
learning. 

This,  beyond  all  doubt,  provoked 
the  worthy  Father''s  zeal,  who  ufed  to 
fay,  that  all  knowledge  was  inveft> 
ed  in  the  church. '  Would  to  Heaven, 
that  the  church  would  be  liberal  for 
once,  and  difpenfe  a  little  of  that 
knowledge  to  an  ignorant  girl,  who 
would  be  no  lefs  thankful  for  that  than 
for  it's  prayers  1 

•  Will  you,  my  friend,  forgive  rac, 
when  I  tell  you,  that  I  have  frequently 
wiihed  you  had  been  in  holy  orders,  and 
appointed  my  confeflbr  inllead  of  Fa- 
ther M— —  ?  I  flatter  royfelf  you  would 
have  indulged  roe  with  works  of  learn* 
ing  and  imagination,  and  would  not 
have  confined  my  poor  library  to  Orai- 
fons  and  Notre  Peres  alone. 

Do  not  you  think  that  the  profe^Sors 
of  religion  hurt  it's  intereft,  by  purfu* 
ing  them  too  clofely  ?  Suppofe  they 
fliould  now  and  then  afford  us  a  little 
refpite!  Suppofe  they  iliould  diveriify 
our  reading  and  our  tiudies  $  fliould  we 
not  return  to  the  attentions  of  religion 
with  greater  alacrity  ? 

All  thefe  churchmen,  however,  ars 
not  equally  contra&ed  in  their  opinions. 
I  have  lately  ftolen  the  reading  of  a  very 
delightful  book,  which  I  have  been  in* 
formed  was  written  for  the  enteitaiument 
and  inftru6lion  of  the  Duke  of  Bur« 
gundy,  by  the  prefcnt  AixhbiOiop  of 
^amorayi  his  preceptor*   I  have,  more* 
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tprtTf  been  told  that  the  publication  of 
this  book  was  efFdfted  by  the  treacherv 
of  a  domeftick,  and  that  it  brought  frefn 
ViconvenieDcies  on  the  prelate  already 
ID  diigrace! 

In  what  a  mtrerable  condition  it  hu- 
man reafon,  when  liberal  fentiments 
will  bring  a  man  into  (Ufgrace  I  Adieu! 

CONSTANTIA. 


LETTER    VI. 

rflXODOSIVS   TO   C0N8TANTIA. 

IR^oice  that  you  are  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  new  publication  * 
of  M.  Fenelon,  the  moft  amiable  philo- 
fopher  that  ever  Europe  produced !  His 
affluence  of  imagination;  his  glowing  and 
impaflumate  fentiments  { theattick  fweet- 
nets  and  delicacy  of  his  ftyle ;  but,  a- 
bove  all,  that  delightful  enthufiafm, 
which|  worihi]>ping  at  the  ihrine  of  iim- 
ple  and  beautiful  nature,  makes  every 
reader  a  coovert  to  her  pcinciples :  all 
theie  qualities  give  to  Fenelon  the  palm 
of  philofophy  among  the  modems. 
^  J  mourn,  with  my  generous  Conftan- 
tia,  I  mourn  his  difgrace ;  for  it  is  the 
difgraoe  of  my  country.  It  is  not  for 
Fenelon  we  need  repine.  Reconciled  to 
every  event  by  the  addouciffement  of 
philoibphy,  is  he  not  more  happy  in  the 
confints  of  Cambrav,  than  he  could  be 
if,  careflcdamengft  the  number  of  favou- 
rites, he  yet  breathed  the  unwholefome 
air  €^  a  court  ?  2Sealoui  in  the  difcharge 
of  his  paftoral  duties,  a  friend  to  hu- 
mankind from  principle,  bufy  in  the  ex- 
erdfe  of  beneficence  to  all  orders,  and 
all  focieties  of  men^who  is  fo  happy, 
•r  fo  great  as  Fenelon  ? 

like  fome  fair  ftsr  that  ihooti  it's  evening 

Brighter  along  the  dim   wood^i  opening 

way} 
So  Fenelon,  by  favooring  courts  admired. 
More  feebly  ihooe  than  Fenelon  retir'd. 

Think  not,  Conihntia,  that  I  am 
partial  to  this  illuftrious  man,  becaufe  I 
have  the  honour  and  the  happinefs  of  bis 
fiiendihip.  The  following  fubftance 
of  a  convcrfation,  that  once  paflcd  be- 
tween us,  will  convince  you,  that  I 
havegi^-en  you  no  flattering  picture  of 
him. 


M.  Dl  PBMSI^ON. 


My  regard  for  you,  Theodofius* 
makes  me  wifli  your  happinefs  \  and  if 
my  longer  acquaintance  with  life  may 
intitle  me  to  give  you  any  advice  on  that 
fubje£i,  I  will  not  be  fparing  of  it« 

THB0D0SIV8« 

Sir,  you  will  do  me  the  greatcft  fa« 
Tour.  I  have  hitherto  been  a  ftranger 
to  miferys  and  if  you  would  inftru6l 
me  how  to  preserve  the  happinefs  I  en- 
joy, you  need  only  tell  me  how  I  may 
deferve  the  continuance  of  your  friend* 
(hip. 

M.DS  FBNBLON. 

On  that  you  may  at  all  times  rely* 
But  our  friend/liips,  like  every  thing 
elfe  that  we  enjoy,  are  fubjcft  to  the  in- 
fluences of  chance  and  time.  I  will  give 
you  the  beft  proof  I  can  of  mine,  there- 
fore, while  I  have  it  in  my  power. 

The  life  of  man  has  many  cares  be« 
longing  to  it  \  but  the  firft  and  greateft 
care  is  that  of  the  immortal  foul.  We 
cannot  be  too  attentive  to  the  interefts 
of  a  being  that  fliall  endure  for  ever  \ 
and  to  place  any  other  in  the  fcale  a- 
gaiuft  thefe,  would  be  abfolute  folly* 

TH^ODOSIVS* 

My  lord  1 

M.  DB  FENELON. 

But  you  cannot  want  convictions  of 
this  kind.  Yet  there  is  one  particular 
care  refpc£ling  the  foul  which  may  not 
have  occurred  to  you. 

TUB0D05IUS. 

I  beg  to  be  informed  of  it. 

M.DB  PBNELON. 

Have  not  you  obferved  the  progref- 
iive  improvement  of  the  mental  facul- 
ties, from  the  firft  dawn  of  lealoni  to 
thedecliijc  of  life? 

THEODOSIUg. 

That  improvement  muft  be  obvious 
to  every  eye;  but  fome  of  .hoic  faciil- 
lies  feem  to  declif\e  wkh  '.ifc  itielf ;  the 
imagination  frecjueiuly  \\\.  gjilhes  un- 
der the  weight  of  jears  j  the  jjowjis  of 
reafon  and  refltclion  7\:.y  it  ns  times, 
almoit  wholly  lolt  5  uk\  thu  meniory  is 
ewtirely  effaced.     So  i\,r  lUt;  pciti»::tiGn 

c  or 
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of  the  foul  fecms  to  depend  on  the  per- 
fcaftalcofthebody. 

M.  DE  FENELON. 

As  the  body  is  merely  the  habitation 
of  the  foul,  it's  tenant  can  no  longer 
occupy  thofe  apartments  that  are  ruin- 
ous, or  decayed  by  time^  or  accidents. 
Hence  fome  6F  the  mental  faculties  feem 
to  be  annihilated,  when  they  are  only 
fufpendedj  thus  oftentimes  we  may 
vainly  folicit  the  memory  for  an  objeft 
to-day,  with  which  it  will  voluntarily 
prefent  us  to-morrow.  An  intelligent 
nature  cannot  fuffer  from  material  in- 
fluences; and  therefore  may  exift  in 
the  pcrfeflion  of  it's  powers,  though 
thofe  powci's,  for  want  of  their  proper 
Tehidles,  are  not  caWed  forth. 

THEODOSIUS. 

I  conceive  the  pofTibiltty  of  this,  and 
am  now  impatient  to  be  infoi*raed,  what 
new  care  it  is  which  has  the  foul  for 
it's  object. 

M.DE  FENELON. 

As  the  faculties  of  the  foul  are  con- 
thiually  improvable,  and  cannot  be  de- 
ftroyed  by  what  ha[)pens  to  the  body, 
it  is  probable  that  in  whatever  ftnte  of 
comparative  peifeftion  thev  are,  upon 

Jiuitting  this  mode  of  being,  in  the 
ame  they  will  pafs  into  another,  which, 
though  higher,  (hull  be  (lill  improvable 
like  the  former. 

THEODOSIUS. 

What  would  you  infer  from  hence  ? 

M.  DE  FENELON. 

That, next  to  the  excrcife  of  virtue,the 
improvement  of  the  mind  ought  to  be 
our  principal  care :  for  as  the  former 
will  ehtitie  us  to  an  improved  ftate  of 
being,  fo  the  latter  will  qualify  us  fur 
the  cnjoymsnt  of  it.  From  the  bene- 
volence of  the  Supreme  Being,  as  well 
as  upon  the  principles  of  reafon  and 
philofophy,  we  have  a  right  to  hope 
/  that  the  foul,  when  it  quits  the  boHy, 
will  not  revert  to  that  ftate  of  ignttrance 
in  which  it  appears  to  be,  when  it  firft 
informs  it. 

THEODOSIUS. 

This  is  a  very  plcafinij  conclusion, 
and  fuggelts  to  me  a  vaiiety  of  agreea- 
■    ble  reflexions. 


M.DB  PEHELON. 

I  have  received  great  fatisfiAion  from 
the  contemplation  of  it.  It  is  pregnant 
with  many  circumftances  of  comfort. 
When  we  have  been  toi)tng  for  the  ac- 

auifition  of  knowledge,  we  may  have 
le  pleafure  to  conclude,  that  we  have 
.  not  been  labouring  for  the  bread  that 
perijbetbf  but  for  that  ivbicb  enduretb 
ua/o  eternal  life.  It  muft  be  the  great- 
eft  confolation  to  reflet,  that  the  mental 
improvements  we  make,  flialllaft  beyond 
the  grave;  and  that  the  treafures  of 
knowledge  we  lay  up  here,  «pe  fliall  en« 
joy  hereafter. 

If  we  have  contributed  by  our  own 
writings  to  the  advancement  of  fcience 
and  the  cultivation  of  the  mind,  what 
a  glorious  refleflion  does  it  aflbrd,  that 
thefe  eifefls  will  laft  for  ever;  that  the 
fouls  which  have  received  new  lights^ 
new  information  from  our  difcovtries, 
ihali  retain  them  in  every  fucceflive  pe- 
riod of  being  \  and  that  thus  we  diall 
have  contributed  to  the  perfection  of 
glorified  natures  and  evenafting  intei« 
Itgeoces  !-»There  is  fomethtng  raviih- 
in^  in  the  thought!  I  am  tranfported ! 
I  feel  a  godlike  pieafare  in  the  indul- 
gence of  it ! 

THEODOSIUS. 

You,  my  good  lord,  who  have  con- 
tributed fo  greatly  to  tiie  cultivation  of 
the  human  mind,  have  a  right  to  all 
the  pleafures  that  fuch  reflexions  can 
afford )  and  great,  indeed,  and  adequate 
to  the  dignity  of  human  nature,  are  the 
objects  of  complacency  that  attend  them. 
But,  for  my  own  part,  I  have  always 
thought,  that  every  improvement  the 
mind  could  n^ake  in  this  ftate  of  being, 
would  be  fuperfluous  in  another;  that 
it's  faculties  would  be  infinitely  en- 
larged, and  that,  at  the  command  of 
Oainipotence,  it  would  make  a  quick 
traniition  to  the  angelick  nature. 

M.   DE    FENELON. 

For  fuch  fuppodtions,  however  com* 
mon  they  may  be,  I  apprehend  we  have 
little  more  or  better  authority  than  what 
felf  flattery  will  afford  us  :  it  appears^ 
and  has  ever  appeared  to  me,  more  pro- 
bable, ihntthe  innl  ftiould  arife  to  fuch 
a  ftate  of  pert f6t ion  as  we  conceive  of 
the  argehck.  natures,  by  more  regular 
gi-adattons  than  are  ufually  afiigned 
to  it. 
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Here  our  converfation  was  interrupted 
ly  a  letter  from  Madame  Guyon,  which 
Hvbile  he  good  prelate  was  peruiing  with 
Tifible  eagemclSy  I  retired  into  the  gar- 
den, and  was  led  into  the  following  me- 
lancholy refieflions. 

*  How  aifSe^ing  it  is  to  obierve,  that 
'  the  moft  enlightened  minds  make  the 
'  neareft  approaches  to  certain  degrees 
'  of  madnefs  or  of  weakoefs  !  Genius 
'  feems  to  be  the  child  of  enthufiafm  ) 
'  and  yet  enthudafm  is  frequently  the 

*  difgrace,   the  ruin  of  genius.    The 

*  Archbilhop  of  Caipbray,  the  literaiy 
<  ornament  of  Europe,  diliinguiOied  for 

*  themoft  pure,  the  moft  reHned  phtlo- 
'  fophy,  is  carried  away  by  the  dreams 

*  offanaticifm,  and  attends  to  the  rav- 

*  ingr  of  an  in  fane  devotee ;   for  fuch 

*  is  this  Madame  Guyon  I' 

After  walking  fome  time  alone,  I  was 
again  joined  by  the  archbilhop;  who, 
with  that  calm  benignity  of  countenance 
peculiar  to  him,  refum.-d  the  converfa- 
tion.  What  followed  would  ft  retch  this 
ktter  too  far«— ExpeA  an  account  of  it 
in  my  next.     Adieu  1 

Thbodosivs. 


LETTER      VII. 

THEODOSIVS   TO   C0N5TANTIA. 

M.   DE    ^ENELON. 

YOU  will  excufe  me,  TheodofiuS} 
a  letter  from  Madame  Guyon  al- 
ways commands  my  attention*  That 
ferapbick  woman  feems  to  have  obtained 
a  kind  of  beatification  j  and  I  look 
^pon  an  addrefs  from  her  as  it  were  a 
voice  from  heaven.  But  I  will  not  fo- 
licit  your  attention  to  a  fubjc£l  which 
has  given  occasion  to  fo  many  unhappy 
diiputes.  I  will  purfue  my  purpofe  of 
-giving  you  the  beft  inftru6hon8  I  am 
•able  to  give  you,  with  regard  to  your 
condu^  and  your  happlnefs. 

Before  we  can  ti-ead  the  ftage  of  life 
with  that  gracefulnefs  and  propriety 
which  render  every  character  eaiy  and 
agreeable.  It  is  abfolutely  neceliary  that 
we  ihould  acquire  a  confideiable  know- 
ledge both  of  mankind  and  of  ouiltlves. 
This  knowledge  is  not  haftily  or  eaQly 
to  be  obtained.  We  muit  have  mixed 
with  focktyy  aiid  have  attended  to  the 
ditterent  forms  that  the  pafiions  and 
puifuitsof  men  aiTume  in  di&rent  chi- 
saderSf  before  we  can  form  any  judg- 


ment of  them  that  fliall  be  generadljr 
adequate,  I  have  known  fome  men  ot 
fo  keen  a  penetration,  that  they  have 
been  able  to  judge  of  ohara^ers  almod 
intuitively.  Buthafty  decifions,  though 
they  may  often  be  right,  may  likewilc 
^any  times  be  wrong  \  and  they  never 
ought  to  have  the  Idatt  weight  with  ua 
in  any  thing  that  may  concern  the  re* 
putation  or  the  intereft  of  the  perfon  we 
fo  judge  of.  What  I  would  obferve  ia^ 
that  there  are  methods  of  acquiring  a 
readinefs  of  judging,  and  that  fuch  aA 
acquifition  muft  be  of  great  ufe  to  ua 
in  the  commerce  of  life.  The  only 
means  I  know  of  are  thofe  I  mentioned 
to  you— to  attend  to  and  learn  the  dif* 
ferent  forms  that  the  pafBons  aflume  ijt 
diflferent  charaders. 

THB0D08IUS. 

And  yet,  my  lord,  may  not  an  arti« 
ficiai  deportment  frequently  render  fucb 
an  enquiry  vain  } 

M.   DB   PENELON. 

It  may  fometimes  perplex  it,  but  will 
feldom  render  it  vain ;  even  artifice  it- 
felf  takes  a  colour  from  the  palHonSf 
and  they  may  be  read  and  diftlnguiihed 
in  it^s  operations. 

THBODOSIUS* 

Thus  you  would  inftrufl  me  to  know 
men  in  general :  but  may  there  not  be 
a  more  particular  procefs  of  enquiry, 
where  a  more  particular  knowledge  of 
individuals  is  necefTary  ?  I  fhould  be 
glad  to  be  informed  now  I  might  ob- 
tain a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  man 
I  could  wifh  to  make  my  friend. 

M.    DE    FENELON. 

For  this,  different  methods  have  been 
recommended,  and  different  experiments 
have  been  tried.  Some  have  had  re- 
courfc  to  the  chymical  procefs  of  the 
bottle,  and  others  to  a  fiflitious  diftrefsf 
but  both  lo  no  valuable  effeft.  The 
firft  did  not  confider  that  a  man  depfived 
of  reafon  is  no  longer  a  man  \  and  the 
laft  had  not  rtflt^led  that,  on  certain 
occafions,  a  man  mi^ht  want  the  powet*, 
though  he  wanted  not  the  will,  to  relieve 
the  diilrelies  of  his  friend. 

If  you  would  obtain  a  perfc^  know- 
ledge of  any  man,  it  mufl  be  from  hia 
doijieiiick  character.  Such  a  father, 
mafter,  brother,  fon,  or  hufband,  as  he 
ihall  be  fqund,  fuch  a  friend  will  hebe« 
It  iS|  moreover,  in  the  minuter  circum- 
C  a  Aancea 
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ftances  of  his  condufl,  that  we  are  to 
enquke  for  a  man*s  real  character.  In 
theie  he  is  under  the  influence  of  his 
natural  -^fpofrtton,  and  aAs  from  htm- 
lelf$  while  m  his  more  open  and  im- 
portant anions,  he  may  be  drawn  by 
publick  opinion,  and  many  other  ex- 
ternal motives,  from  that  bias  which 
nature  would  have  taken. 

Were  I  once  more  to  make  choice  of 
a  friend,  the  firft  qualities  I  would  look 
for  in  him  fliould  be  fmcerity  and  fen  - 
fibility :  for  thefe  are  the  found^^tion  of 
almott  all  other  virtues. 

THEODOSIUS. 

Stop  not  here,  my  lord,  I  intreat  you ; 

but  tell  me  how  that  felf- knowledge  is 

'to  be  acquired,  the  acquifition  of  which 

you  have  allowed  to  be  fo  eiTential  to 

•ur  happinefs. 

M.   DK   FENBLON.       . 

There  is  no  ftudy  fo  neceflary  as  this; 
find  yet,  unfortunately,  there  is  none 
fo  dimcult.  ^eir knowledge,  like  that 
Hefperian  fruit  which  was  defended  by 
the  vigilance  of  fleeplefs  dragons,  is 
furrounded  by  fo  many  powerful  guards, 
that  it  is  almoil  inacceflible.>^Indu1ge 
me  a  moment,  Theodofius,  in  my  fa- 
vourite province  of  allegory  .—The  moft 
aiRduous  of  thefe  guards  is  Vanity, 
and  at  the  fame  time  the  moft  artful. 
If  you  arjB  determined  to  have  accefs, 
ihe  has  addrefs  enough  to  impofe  upon 
yoiiy  and,  inftead  of  Self-knowledge,  to 
nrefent  you  with  a  different  obje^l,  fair 
mdeed,  and  beautiful  to  look  upon,  but 
very  unlike  the  figure  you  ought  to  have 
have  feen.  Pride  ftands,  a  dangerous 
centinel,  at  the  gate  of  Self-knowldgej 
when  you  demand  admittance,  he  feats 
you  on  a  throne,  and  bids  you  look  down 
on  the  crowds  that  furround  you  :  you 
look  with  complacency,  and  return  with 
ignoranee.  Should  the  arts  both  of 
Pride  and  Vanity  be  incffeftual,  there 
is  yet  another  redoubt  to  be  attacked, 
which  is  defended  by  Self-deception. 
This  is  the  fubtleft  of  all  the  guards 
that  furround  the  tree  of  Self-know- 
ledge. In  her  hand  is  a  ^avin^  mir- 
rour  that  turns  every  way,  which  fo 
dazzles  and  confufes  the  fight,  that  you 
cannot  poflibly  difting^uiili  the  real  ob- 
)e£k  you  aim  at,  ftom  the  images  re- 
fls^^ed  in  her  mirrour.  At  length,  with 
one  of  thofe  images  you  retura  fatisfied 
afid  deceived. 


THEODOSIUS. 

Thefe,  indeed,  make  a  formidable 
guard.— How  fhaU  they  be  overcome  f 

M.   DB   FENBLON. 

Only  by  the  afltftance  of  Truth.  As 
the  machinations  of  inferior  enchanters 
vanifti  upon  the  appearance  of  an  abler 
magician:  or,  rather,  tM the dutblerus 
of  infernal  fpirits  are  deftroyed  by  the 
influence  of  a  celefttal  j  fo  PVide,  Vani- 
ty, and  Self-deception,  fly  from  the  ap* 
proach  of  Truth. 

THEODOSIUS. 

Yet  is  It  not,  my  lord,  a  matter  of 
difficulty  to  engage  this  valuable  auxi- 
liary } 

M.  DE   PENELON. 

-—Or,  rather,  to  perfuade  ourfelvea 
to  employ  him  ;  for  there  the  difficulty 
lies  :  before  he  can  be  brought  over  to 
our  party,  he  requires  fo  many  morti-> 
fying  conceflions,  that  we  r^eSt  his  fer- 
vices  becaufe  we  are  unwilling  to  pur« 
chafe  them  at  fo  dear  a  rate. 

THEODOSIUS. 

Yet,  furely,  my  lord— 

M.  DB   FENELON. 

They  are  but  imaginary  pofleflions 
that  he  requires  us  to  part  with.  It  is 
very  true;  and,  for  that  reafon,  one 
would  think  the  terms  not  hard.  The 
dominions  of  Vanity,  like  the  gardens 
of  Armida,  are  purely  ideal,  and  may 
be  given  up  without  loA« 

THEODOSIUS. 

And  yet,  poflibly,  we  are  indebted 
to  this  fame  Vanity  for  half  the  happi- 
nefs  we  enjoy.  J>oe8  not  the  whole  ait 
of  happinefs  confift,  principally,  in  bc^ 
ing  well  deceived  ? 

M.   DE  PENELON. 

You  have  drawn  me  upon  a  rock 
that  I  wiflied  to  avoid.  For  the  fake  of 
Truth  and  Virtue,  I  am  willing  to  per- 
fuade myfelf  it  is  not  fo  $  certainly  we 
are  not  deceived  when  we  derive  our 
happinefs  from  the  cultivation  of  thefe. 
At  the  fame  time  I  will  own  that,  fudt 
is  the  weaknefs  of  human  nature,  there 
are  a  thoufand  douceurs  neceflary  to  give 
a  relifli  to  life,  in  the  compobtion  of 
vhichj    deceit  has  a  principal  hand;. 
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Bnt  what  the  Englifii  poet  calls,  <  The 
*  fobcr  certainty  of  waking  blifs  f  that 
muft  undoQbtediy  flow  from  the  exer- 
cLfe,  or  the  rcflcaion«  of  what  it  real 
and  fnbftantial. 

THBODOSIV9. 

It  (hould  feeniy  then,  that  there  are 
two  fources  of  happinefs}  one  from 
which  the  imagination  derives  fancied 
entertainment  and  unreal  pleaAire  j  an- 
other that,  arifing  in  conlcious  virtue, 
yields  to  reafon  and  reflexion  a  more 
genvine  delight. 

M.  DE  FBMELON.      ' 

J,  and  we  mav  drink  at  both 
'  fources  :  but  we  mould  make  it 
our  care,  that  the  fountains  of  ima- 
ginary pleafure  contain  nothing  that 
may  tend  to  inebriate  or  diforder  the 


THEODOSIVS. 

Can  they  ever  be  attended  with  fuch 
conlequences  f 

M.  DB  FBNELON. 

Too  frequently  they  are.  The  ima- 
gination may  be  indulged  till  it  (hall 
acquire  an  habitual  empire  over  the  un- 
derftanding.  A  man  whofe  genius  and 
temper  are  naturally  warm  and  fanci- 
ful, may  give  himfelf  up  To  entirely  to 
the  fweet  influences  of  enthniiafm,  that 
the  powers  of  cool  reafon  and  difcem- 
rocnt  flull  be  greatly  invalidated,  if  not 
wholly  fufpended. 


Imagine,  my  Conttantia,  how  this 
fpeech  afiei^ted  me.  At  that  moment 
the  afiair  of  Madame  Guyon  occurred 
to  me,  and  I  wept  to  think,  that  my 
amiable  inflru6lor,  in  his  own  peifon, 
bore  teftimony  to  tlie  truth  of  his  ob- 
fervation. 

The  remaining  part  of  our  conver- 
iation,  with  my  anfwer  to  fome  pafiages 
in  your  laft  letter,  ihall  follow  this 
without d^ay.  Adieu! 

Theodosius. 


LETTER      VIII. 

THE0008IVS  TO  C0N8TANTIA* 

I  Concealed  my  tears  as  well  as  pof- 
lible,  whiU  the  good  prelate  tbui 
|^9ccedcdt 


M.  DB  PENELON. 

Every  principle  acquires  force  and 
influence  from  habit ;  and  if  it  be,  as  k 
certainly  muft  be,  for  our  happinefs,  to 
live  under  the  dominion  of  Reafon,  we 
fliould  take  care  to  exercife  and  confuk 
it  upon  every  occafion.  Thus  it  will 
acquire  flrength  and  efficacy,  and  our 
obedience  to  it*8  dilates  will  bccooM 
eafy  from  habit. 

THBODOSI0t« 

The  diAates  of  Reafon  are  undoubt- 
edly the  laws  of  life.  But,  in  general, 
my  lord,  how  impotent  and  inetteduall 
What  avails  her  legiilation,  vHien  the 
will,  the  executive  power,  feems  not  to 
be  in  her  interetl  ? 

M.  DB  FBNELON. 

The  will  muft  be  gained  over  by  arf^ 
and  management.  Where  Reaibn  has 
not  eftablifl»ed  her  empire,  flie  muft  do 
it  by  degrees  i  exert  tier  authority  in 
little  and  indifferent  things,  make  mock- 
fights  with  the  enemy,  and  have  re- 
courfe  to  every  other  gradual  and  per- 
fuafive  method,  which  are  made  ute  of 
to  reconcile  us  to  taflcs  of  difficulty* 

THEODOSIUS. 

This  method,  indeed,  my  lord,  is  the 
moft  promifin|;$  but  it  feems  that  we 
either  want  AliH  or  inclination  to  apply 
it.  We  always  consider  rea£bn  at 
impofmg  her  di6lates  with  a  magifte- 
rial  fpirit.  She  feems  to  approach  us 
with  an  air  of  rigid  honefty,  rude  and 
unpolifhed  as  the  dictators  from  the 
plough. 

M.  DE  FENELON. 

And  did  the  fame  fimplicity  of  man- 
ners, which  diftinguifhed  the  age  of 
Cincinnatus,  prevail  at  this  day,  ihe 
would  be  as  fucceUful  too.  Alas, 
Theodofius  !  to  the  lofs  of  that  fim- 
plicity, to  our  deviation  from  nature, 
we  owe  the  greaieft  part  of  thofe  evils 
whereof  we  complain.  I  think  the 
precept  moft  elTential  to  the  happinefs 
of  human  life,  is,  *  Live  agr;.eably  to 
*  nature.' 

THEODOSIUS. 

This  precept,  my  lord,  appears  to 
want  a  comment.  May  I  have  the  hap- 
pinefs to  hear  the  ArchbiOiop  of  Cam- 
bray  prach  from  futh  a  text  ? 

M.  DC 
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M    DB  FBNELOM  ^^^  ^  ^^^  rcmarks  on  life,  that 

Nature  herftlf  will  here  be  the  beft  of  vanity,  can  never  quit  it. '  Not  that 

commentator.     She,  as  well  as  Reafon,  the^  ftlll  find  their  account  of  pleaAirc 

feems  to  have  her  confcience  in  the  hu-  )n  it,  but  that  they  are  unfit  for,  and 

man  mind,  which  fails  not  to  reproach  incapable  of  any  other  mode  of  enjoy* 

vs  with  every  breach  of  duty.  ment.     What  veterans  do  we  behold 

Alas,  my  friend  !  how  often  do  we  buTy  in  the  purfuit  of  the  moft  con- 
do  violence  to  Nature,  and  caft  her  die-  temptible  trifles  !  What  a  diigrace  to 
tates  behind !  What  artificial  miferies  human  reafon,  to  behold  a  countenance 
do  we  lay  up  for  ourfelves,  from  the  in-  furrowed  with 'age,  diftorted  with  cha- 
dulgence  of  imaginary  wants!  we  are  grin,  over  an  unfuccefsful  game!  How 
not  content  to  fearch  for  happinefs  with^  difguftful  to  hear  a  matron,  weighed 
in  the  fphere  of  nature,  it  appears  to  be  down  with  years,  difcourfing  like  a 
barren  and  infipid ;  we  fly  for  it  into  girl  on  the  frippery  of  modes  1  Thefe 
the  more  fpecious  and  fpiendid  circle  of  are  the  unavoidable  efitfts  of  purfuitt 
art;  we  are  amufed  and  diflipated  in  habitually  vain, 
the  fearch  ;  but  we  never  find  the  ob-  But  when  I  would  advife  you,  Theo- 
]t&.  we  are  in  quell  of.  At  length,  dofius,  to  live  agreeably  to  nature,  it  is 
weary  and  difappointed,  we  look  back  not  alone  that  I  would  fave  you  from, 
to  the  long  forlaktn  walks  of  Nature,  frivolous  purfuits  and  fantaftick  follies, 
forry  that  ever  we  deferted  them,  and  Life  is  not  to  be  left  unaftive;  and,  by 
ready  enough  to  compliment  them  with  efcaping  Seduflion  into  the  path  of  Va- 
thole  pica  lure  yielding  qualities  w^hich  nity,  you  will  of  courfe  take  that  of 
we  fliould  now  be  glad  to  find.  But  Wifdom.  To  do  this,  indeed,  and  to 
this  lad  hope  proves  frequently  vain:  liveagreeably  to  nature,  are  terms  of  al* 
by  being  long  accuilomed  to  aitiiicial  moft  the  fame  meaning.  For  the  end 
habits,  we  have  lofl  all  tafte  for  fim-  of  wifdom  is  a  rational  and  lafting  hap- 
plicity,  and  what  might  ealily  have  en-  pinefs,  which  is  only  to  be  found  la 
gaged  our  affef^ions  when  youn^i  we  aclingconformablytothepurpofeof  our 
behold  with  averfion  in  the  dcclme  of  exiltence,  and  in  treading  in  thole  paths 
life.  of  truth  and  (implicity,  which  natuic 

_„-,_^^.,,,.  has  pointed  out. 

THEODOSIUS.  '^      ••••#•••• 

I  underftand  you,  my   lord.     You  ••#•••••• 

would  advile  me  to  cultivate  the  love  ••#•#••#• 

of  nature,  and  to  plan  my  life  upon  her  Here    my  ever    revered    inftniSor 

fimple  model,  while  yet  I  am  young.  ended  his  welcome  lefTons.     I  could 

M    DE  PEMBLOM  ^^^^^  ^P*"'  ^  ^^^^  '"  hearing  him,  and 

M.  DE  FENELON.  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  happi- 

I  would,  for  the  reafon s  I  have  al-  nefs  which  he  taught  me  how  toob- 

ready  mentioned  j  becaufe  in  her  walks  tain. 

you  will  find  the  only  genuine,  the  only  Two  ends  are  anfwered  by  thus  com* 

home-felt  happinefs;  which,  however,  mitting  his  precepts  to  writinfir  j  which 

you    will   be   incapable   of    attaining,  I  have  done  without  much  difficulty,  as 

(hould  you  defer  the  application,  till  the  they  arc   yet  frefh  upon  my  memory. 

habits  of  artificial  life  have  deprived  The  pen  is  an  excellent  memorialifl ; 

you  of  all  relifh  for  natural  enjoyments,  and,   while  I  am  writing  them  for  you, 

THEODOSIUS.  ^  eftablifli  them  more  lecurely  in  my 
own  mind« 

The  wifdom  and  experience  of  my  Let  me  now  turn  to  your  lafl  dear 

venerable  inltruftor  would  he  fufficient  letter,  which  is  not  yet  three  days  old, 

to  convince  me  of  the  truth   of  thefe  though  ib  much  has  been  written  fince 

obfervations }  but  I  think  I  have,  within  I  received  it. 

the  little  limits  of  my  own  attention,  Alas,  my  Conflantia !  (I  addrefs  you 

li^en  the  lati  confirmed   in  many  in-  as  my  heart  fuggelh)  this  delightful  in- 

fiances.  tercourfe  may  not  be  of  any  long  con- 

M.  DE  FENELON.  tinuance,    notwiihftanding  your  kind 

and  tender  folicitude,  that  our  firiend"^ 

2t  miift  be  obvious  to  every  perfon  who  ihip  may  not  be  interrupt^* 
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The  fathers  of  Conftantia  and  of 
Theodofius,  though  their  fituation  in 
fome  meafure  draws  them  into  a  fpe- 
dous  interchange  of  civilities,  are  of 
tempers  and  fcntiments  fo  totally  dif- 
ferent, that  whenever  they  meet  I  think 
I  can  difcover  in  each  a  fttfled  con- 
tempt of  the  other.  Thia  gives  me  i  n  - 
fxpreflible  mortification,  as  I  am  fen- 
£ble  that  this  contempt  in  both  arifcs 
from  motives  equally  infignificant  5  the 
one  valuing  himfclf  on  the  fupcriority 
of  his  fortune,  the  other  on  the  advan- 
tages of  his  birth. 

Miftaken  men !  What  are  the  di- 
ftinaions  that  place  one  man  above 
another  ?  Not  wealth  or  titles,  certainly. 
Genius,  wifdom,  and  virtue,  atone,  have 
this  diftinguilhing  power;  for  thefe 
alone  are  capable  of  enlarging  and  en- 
nobling the  mind,  and  ot  exalting  the 
human  capacity  as  high  as  it  will  go. 
How  long  this  fmothcred  contempt  will 
be  fupprefled  by  politenefs,  I  tremble 
to  think.  Upon  the  leaft  failure  of  re- 
fpea  in  either  party,  it  will  burft  into 
a  ftorm  j  and,  ah!  then,  my  fair  friend ! 
then  farewel  this  dear  and  happy  inter- 
couieof  letters!  Farewel  the  delight- 
ful freedom  of  our  morning  converfa- 
tionsl  The  fweety>/o«r  at  noon. 

Sotto  U  frejcht fronde 
Del  frejcofagiio 

And  the  walk  at  evening  through  breath- 
ing bean- fields.  Ah  I  enchanting  walks, 
Conftantia  1  when  fancy,  heightened 
by  the  furronnding  beauties  of  nature, 
gave  to  all  our  dii'courfe  the  happielt  en- 
Umfiafm ! 

Should  I  not  tremble,  even  at  the 
poflibiiity  of  lofmg  a  happinefs  like 
this? 

But  let  us  not  afflift  owrfelves  with 
diftant  evils  1  (O  that  they  were  far  di- 
ftant  I)  I  will  think  no  longer  of  them  5 
but,  quitting  thofe  tenderly-anxious 
thoughts,  which  the  beginning  of  your 
kind  letter  fuggefted,  will  proceed  to 
that  part  of  it  where  you  obligmgiy 
propofe  a  queftion,  and  call  upon  me 
for  an  anfwer. 


I  am  indeed  of  opinion,  that  the 
profeflTors  of  religion  hurt  it*s  interefta 
by  purfuing  them  too  cloiely ;  parti- 
cularly, when  they  make  3  merit  of  un<* 
natural  and  unnecefTary  feveritiei.  Vet 
this  unfortunate  do£irine  has  thrown 
it*s  galling  weight  on  the  eafy  yoke  of 
Chnltianity,  almo(l  ever  fince  it's  pub- 
lication. The  Fathers,  thofe  Fathers  in 
whom  the  church  has  placed  fuch  an 
implicit  confidence,  gave  to  that  reli- 
gion which  was  meant  to  enlarge  and 
humanize  the  mind,  the  meaneft  and 
moft  con  trailed  fpirit  and  principles. 
Somediigraced  it  by  the  vileft  quibbles  * 
and  mifquotations ;  others  loaded  it  with 
the  moft  fuperfiuous  feverities,  forbid- 
ding the  ufeof  natural  and  lawful  plea- 
fures  f  ;  nay,  one  {  even  goes  fo  far  at 
to  declare,  that  the  patriarch  was  deem- 
ed worthy  of  a  heavenly  vifion,  only 
becaufe  he  lay  his  head  upon  the  hard 
pillow  of  a  ftone,  and  what  he  did 
from  necefTity  advifes  us  to  do  by  choice^ 
One  §  has  fallen  into  the  moft  idle  and 
abfurd  fpirit  of  allegorizing  the  plained 
literal  narratives,  fa£ls,  and  precepts  { 
another  ||,  with  equal  abfurdity,  adheres 
fo  clofely  to  the  letter,  that  he  tella 
us  the  devil  invented  buflcins  to  give 
God  the  lye,  becaufe  it  is  faid,  that  a 
man  cannot  add  one  cubit  to  his  fta- 
ture.  In  (hort,  my  fiiend,  thefe  lights 
of  the  church  were  in  general  the  moft 
miferable  fannticks,  ignorant,  puerile^ 
and  cruel.  No  wonder,  thcrerore,  if 
thole  who  confider  them  as  guides, 
fliould  tread  in  their  (Icps.  No  wonder 
if  they  fhould  chciifli  ignorance,  folly, 
fanaticifm,  and  evtiy  ridiculous  effeft 
of  blind  and  iuperftitious  zeal. 

Undoubtedly,  my  fair  rcalbner,  thefe 
mi/guided  feverities  are  ruinous  to  the 
real  interelt  of  religion  j  and  it's  pro- 
feflbrs,  as  you  obferve,  have  certainly 
hurt  thole  interefts  by  purfuing  them 
too  clofeiy, 

SlaviOi  and  broken  fpirits  may  thus, 
indeed,  be  impofed  upon  ;  but  .where  is 
that  free-will  oflFering,  that  rational  and 
liberal  worfhip,  which,  founded  in  an 
intelligent  faith  and  gi-atitude,  does  real 
honour  to  the  Deity  ?   Such  a  worihip 


•  Sccjuftin  Martyr\  ridiculous  apologies  for  the  crofs. 
-I"  Atfecnagor-is,  Jerome,  Cyprian,  &c. 
1  Clement  of  Alexandria. 

iOrigen. 
Tertullian, 


^^^ 
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con  never  be  paid,  till  the  mind,  refcued 
fiom  the  tyranny  of  an  impofed  belief, 
acquires  the  privilege  of  tninluDg  and 
concluding  for  itfelf. 

It  would,  therefore,  be  for  the  real  in- 
tereft  of  religion  (if  that  intereft  may 
be  allowed  to  connft  in  the  promotion 
of  a  rational  worflii{iand  an  intelligent 
faith)  that  the  mind  fliould  be  fet  at 
large  j  and  Father  M—  would  by  no 
means  lofe  his  account  in  it  with  regard 
to  your  piety,  though  he  (hould,  as  you 
lay,  give  you  a  little  refpite,  and  fuifer 
you  to  diveiTify  your  reading  and  your 
tfttdies  :  for,  what  you  obfcrve  i$  cer- 
tainly juft^  and  you  would  not  only  re- 
turn to  the  attentions  of  religion  with 
greater  alacrity,  but,  by  enlarging  your 
noral  and  natural  knowledge,  you 
would  acquire  new  and  nobler  principles 
of  devotion,  from  beholding  the  wif- 
^om  and  benevolence  of  your  Creator 
difplayed  throughout  the  moral  and  the 
natural  world. 

But  whethei'  you  can  obtain  this  in- 
dulgence from  your  confclTor,  or  not,  you 
will  by  all  means  fecure  this  letter  from 
his  inquifitorial  eye;  otherwife,  the 
fate,  not  only  of  the  letter  itfelf,  but  of 
the  writer,  may  be  fomewhat  dubious. 

I  fmiled  at  your  wifti,  that  I  were  ap- 
pointed your  confeflbr  in  the  room  of 
Father  M— .  If  I  thout^ht  you  fin- 
cere  in  tJiat  wilh,  I  ftiould  have  very 
little  inclination  to  be  fatisfied ;  for, 
believe  me,  I  had  rather  ftand  in  any  other 
relation  to  you.  In  one  rcfpefl,  how- 
ever, I  fhould  be  gratified  by  this  ap- 
pointment: I  fhould  learn  the  ftate  of 
your  heart ;  and  be  aflured  I  would  go- 
vem  it  with  abfolute  fway — that  would 
be  a  circumftance  worthy  my  ambition. 
Adieu,  my  amiable  friend  1  and  re- 
member, that  if  ever  I  am  honoured 
with  the  abovementioned  appointment, 
1  will  make  it  oiy  queftion,  whether 
you  were  fincere  when  you  exprclTcd 
ttiat  wifli. 

Theodosius. 


LETTER      IX. 

CONSTANTIA  TO  THEODOSIUS. 

IHave a  thoufand  things  to  fay;  but 
where  (hall  I  begin,  where  end  f  My 
heart  dies  within. rnc  when  1  think  of 
^'rtU  paflages  in  your  laili-what  dxead- 


ful  fpirits  of  misfortune  have  you  coit^ 
iured  up  I  lay  them,  for  Heaven's  fake, 
lay  them  again,  if  you  have  any  regard 
for  my  peace  or  happinefs.  Shall  I  tell 
you  that  the  enjoyment  of  your  firiend- 
Ihtp  is  very  eflcntial  to  both  ?  why 
fliould  I  not  tell  you  fo  ?  Surely  filence 
on  fuch  a  fubje6k  would  be  a  kind  of 
difingenuityt 

This  free  and  candid  acknowledg- 
ment is  the  only  return  I  am  able  to 
make  for  all  that  induftry  of  kindnefs 
I  have  experienced  from  Theodofius. 
Poor  and  inadequate  is  the  reward,  but 
what  can  I  do  more?  Is  it  in  my  power 
to  return  thofe  leiTons  in  kind,  by 
which  I  have  been  fo  nrach  delighted— 
I  hope,  profitted? — ^Exalted  moralift  I 
amiable  and  excellent  philofopher !  what 
a  lofs  would  Conftantia  fuffcr,  if  de- 
prived of  your  friendCkipl  Tq  you  fhe 
owes  every  valuable  fcntiment,  and  aU 
raoft  all  the  little  knowledge  (he  can 
boaft^-whatever,  in  your  kindnefs,  you 
are  pleafed  to  diftinguifli  with  praife| 
all,  all  is  yours. 

— 0«f/^/'fl/cffn  helfruitt 
Nafce  At  me  I  da  vci  •vienfrma  ilfentr* 
Jo  per  me  Jon  quafi  un  terreno  afcruttop 
Co/ta  da  V9i ;  e'i  fregto  i  vofiro  tutt§. 

How  infinitely  am  I  obliged  to  you  for 
communicating  fo  minutely  your  con- 
verfation  with  the  excellent  Fendoa ! 
every  word  of  that  prelate  deferves  to  be 
written  in  letters  of  gold.  What  fu- 
blime  philofophy!  What  enlarged  mo- 
rality! What  ftriking  lineaorvents  of 
human  nature,  and  human  manners ! 

But  I  am  moft  charmed  with  the  ve- 
nerable man  when  he  explains  and  e»- 
forces  his  precept  of  IMng  agreeably 
to  nature.  I  felt  the  truth  of  his  obfer- 
vations  without  the  aid  of  experiencCm 
And  fhall  I  appear  vain,  when  I  tell 
you  that  I  have  always  retained  certain 
fentimcnts  that  were  of  a  colour  with 
thofe  of  your  noble  friend  ?  I  have  al- 
ways thought,  that  not  only  the  moral, 
but  the  religious  happinefs  of  human 
life,  was  belt  cultivated  by  that  iiropli- 
city  of  manners  and  defires,  which 
would  always  attend  the  love  and  purt> 
fuit  of  nature.  Admire  with  me  the 
following  paffage,  which  defcribet  the 
happinefs  of  the  man  who  leads  fuch  « 

£7  duhbio,  e'lforft^  «V  cme^  e^lperthi^  rw, 
Nolpojfen  far,  cbe  non  ifta  fra  hro  j 

f  col 


TfiboXlOfiltfS    ARS    COttSTAHTlA. 


Ecolvero  e  col  fcmplice  iddio  lega, 
Kl del  prfflx'M  MlU'fui  v^iUfi^a, 

I  thmk  the  (entiMieiit  In  the  third  quoted 
▼crfe,  of  uniting  the  idea  of  a  God 
with  Troth  and  Simplicity^  remarkably 
beautiful. 

You  fee  I  ha^e  already  profited  by 
the  academician's  letter,  and  have  not 
DfgleSed  the  asnufenaents  of  poetry  and 
the  Belles  Lettres.  I  am  willing  t« 
afcribe  to  this  elegant  courfe  of  read- 
iag,  ttill  greater  advantages  than  he  has 
allowed  it,  and  am  of  opinion,  that  the 
l>eil  phjlofopliy  and  morality  is  to  be 
found  in  the  works  of  the  poets )  for, 
with  regard  to  the  philofophy,  I  would 
glatily  l>e  of  opinion  witu  the  Engli/h 
poety  where  he  fays. 

How  cbarmtog  is  divine  philofop^y ! 

Not  har&and  crabbed,  au  dull  tools  i'up^>ofey 

But  xnuAcal  as  is  ApolIo*»  luce ! 

I  would  willingly  perfuadc  myfclf  that 
the  beft  poets  are  cupnhie  of  iittirnfling 
us  in  evei'v  part  of  ufcfiil  knowledge} 
for  I  find  a  charm  in  tlitir  woi-ks  fupc- 
rior  to  the^  pleafurc  any  other  mode  of 
writing  affords  me. 

AVhcther  it  is  the  power  of  harmony 
or  imagination,  that  thus  leads  me  cup- 
rive,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  know  j  whether 
it  is  the  elegance  of  thought,  the  tcn- 
derneis,  or  the  gentility  peculiar  to  po- 
etry, that  delights  mfc  molt,  I  dm  una- 
ble to  dAerminc|  but  all  together  give 
me  the  moil  exquifitc,  the  moft  refined 
entertainment.  I  wonder  not  that  ha- 
noun  neJCt  to  divine  have  always  been 
paid  to  poets  $  and  that  thofe  heavexr- 
fav»ill«d  ^^iMufes  have  ever  been  eiieem- 
ed  fuperior  to  the  reft  of  mankind.  For 
my  own  part,  if  I  (hould  bring  an  of- 
fering to  tbe  flirin«  of  any  human  beings 
it  ihould  be  to  that  oT  a  poet.     Adieu  t 

CONtTAAiTiA. 


LttttK    X. 

TMSO0OS1US  TO   COliSTAN'VtA. 

'TVfS  ^Ajbsftioit  of  ConfftRiRsa  is 
J.  lAore  ilfifi  tfae/fewsffd  o€.  worlds, 
BQil  her  favour  more  valuable.  The 
utibdjl  of  fuy  amtiitioA  h«s  tf^^  IMiJto 
ierve  aUd  «/bll|er  her  $  but  Why'>A^ill  &« 
ttfiMi^  to  thoft  fiervicet,  to  tSMe  poor 


<5 

endeavours  to  pleift,  more  OKrit  than 
they  cau  poflibly  kaTe  a  ckia  to  ?  Yet 
it  is  no  wonder  if  ConAantiil,  who  pof* 
feiiet  tvcry  viitne  in  the  htgheft  di^ree, 
fliould  carry  her  ^titude  to  exceft.     * 

I  will  not  antterpate  thoft evils  ^hich 
my  fears,  pollibly  too  mdoAriottt^  have 
fo  often  brought  before  me  {  but,  while 
this  deliclitfiil  coCTdjponddMe  loOay  I 
will  fit  down,  with  loeorityy  to  tnjoy 
the  fweetB  of  it. 

Nothing  coeld  be  mdtt  fiMf  eon* 
ceived,  (fian  the  ftAthtient  of  uniting 
the  idea  of  a  God  with  Truth  md  Sim- 
plicity. To  deify  andtidore  thoft  amiable 
virtoes,  is  certilinly  t  very  ptfdeimMi 
fpecies  of  idolatij-*ff,  indeed>  it  can  be 
called  idolatry  J  tbr  wecertiinly  wor(h|p 
the  Supraue  Perfe^ioh,  whHc  wit  wof - 
(hi))  his  atuibures^  is  it  is  o^ly  in  thofe 
we  can  form  any  idea  of  him. 

And  yet  it  was  from  this  fonrce  that 
idolan^,  wfth  &>1  it^s  trouT^lefome  aAfl 
pernicious  confequenees,  ^is  deiived  of 
old.  When  the  attributes  of  the  uni- 
veifal  Being  were  perfonified  and  exhi- 
bited by  iiguresi  the  multitude^  never 
capable  of  abftrafled'thinkingy  number* 
ed  fo  many  gods. 

The  fentimcnt  of  your  poet  has,  ne- 
ver thslefs,  great  metaphorical  propriety  j 
when  divine  honours  are^aid  to  Truth 
and  Simplicity,  much,  certainly,  it  done 
for  the  ferviceof  virtue. 

As  you  are  proffflbdly  an  admirer  cf 
fimple  nftturey  I  will  venture  to  fend  you 
a  poem,  which,  on  that  accoimt,  I  hope 
will  be  recommended  by  the  fubjedl. 
At  leafl,  1  am  fure,  it  has  nothing  ctfe 
to  recommend  it{  anfl  let  that  declaia- 
tion  convince  you,  fhA  I  have  not  the 
ambition  to  afj>ire  to  the  name  and  dig- 
nity of  a  poet,  or  to  hope  that  yon  W4i 
bring  an  offering  to  my  flirine.       , 

WRlTTENIN  AC0TTA0B-0ARt>ei9, 
AT  A  VILLACI  IN  LOR.RAIN  } 
AND  OCCASIONED  BY  A  TRADl* 
TION  CONCgRNING  A  TRR«  0^ 
R08&MARY. 

Aiiiiv'sru»;r  to'<jmtuit. 
1. 

/S  V!r*ii  Mi<fm  love  and  ftocy  lead 

To  wander  near  this  woodland  hill, 
If'ever^milwk  ^fiMOth*d  thy  %ttii(> 

Or  pity  wakM  thy  gentle  re:d, 

Repol'e  beneath  my  humble  tree. 
If  thou  lov'ft  Simplicity. 

D  11.   Stranger 
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U. 

Stnoger,  if  tby  lothtt  laid 

In  toiirome  fcenes  of  bnfjr  life ; 
Full  tartly  may'ft  thou  rue  the  ftrifc 
Of  weary  paffiont  iU  repaid. 
.  In  a  garden  live,  like  me» 
If  thou  loVft  Simplicity, 
III. 
f  lowen  have  fpmng  for  many  a  year 
0*er  the  villafc-maiden*!  grave. 
That,  one  memorial -fprig  to  favet 
Bore  it  from  a  fifter*i  bier } 

And  homeward-watkiog  wept  o*er  me 
The  trme  tears  of  SimpUclty. 
IV. 
And  ibon»  her  cottage  window  near« 

With  care  my  (lender  flem  ihe  plac'd  $ 
And  fondly  thus  hergriefexnbrac*d. 
And  cherifliM  iad  remembrance  dear: 
For  love  fincere,  and  friendfliip  free. 
Are  chfldren  of  Simplicity. 
V. 
When  paft  wa«  many  a  painful  day, 

Slow-pacing  o'er  the  vilUge-grccn, 
In  white  were  all  it's  maidens  fecn. 
And  bore  my  guardian  friend  away. 
And  wet  was  ev'ry  eye  to  fee 
The  grave  of  fweet  Simplicity ! 
VI. 
One  generous  fwain  her  heart  approvM, 
A  youth  whofefond  and  faithful  breaft 
With  many  an  artleis  iigh  confefs'd> 
In  Nature's  language,  that  he  lov'd. 
Bat,  ftranger,  'tis  no  tale  for  tbce^ 
Unlefsthou  lov'ft  Simplicity* 
Vll. 
He  died— and  foon  her  lip  was  cold^ 
And  foon  her  rofy  cheek  was  pale  s 
The  village  wept  to  hear  the  tale. 
When  fot  both  the  flow  bell  toM'd. 
Beneath  yon  flow*ry  turf  they  lie, 
The  lovers  of  Simpliaity. 
VIII. 
Vet  one  boon  have  I  to  crave ; 
Stranger,  if  thy  pity  bleed. 
Wilt  thou  do  one  ttfoder  deed. 
And  ftrew  my  pale  flowers  o'er  their  grave  ? 
So  lightly  lie  the  turf  oir  thee, 
Becaufe  thou  bv^ft  Simplicity ! 

Thefe  is  futh  a  pleaitiR  in  the  indul- 
gence of  tender  melancholy  and  pity, 
Siat  left  I  ihould  depriTe  you  of  it,  I 
will  add  no  oiore  than 

THBODOSItM. 

%*  The  flowery  branch  of  Rofemao 
ry,  that  accompanies  this,  was  ga« 
thered  from  the  fams  tree* 


LETTER    XI. 

CONITANTIA  TO  THEODOSIWS- 

YOU  muft  be  fenfible  that  vou 
could  not  oblige  me  more  than 
by  favouring  me  with  any  of  your  poe- 
tical productions.  Your  rillage-maid 
is  a  picture  of  rural  iimplicitys  as  fuch 
I  fliall  preferve  it,  together  with  the 
flowery  branch  of  rofemary  that  accom- 
panied it,  for  the  fake  of  the  author. 

Your  laft  favour  reminds  me  of  an- 
other, which  you  fome  time  ago  pro- 
mifed,  but  have  now,  perhaps,  forgot. 
You  praifed  the  Latin  verfcs  of  the  ce-. 
lebrated  Englifli  poet  we  have  fo  often 
admired,  and  called  him  the  beft  writer 
in  that  language  fince  the  age  of  Con- 
ftantine.  When  I  complaitied  that  I 
was  unable  to  read  him  in' that  lan- 
guage, you  kindly  promiied  me  a  trans- 
lation of  one  of  his  iineft  Latin  poems, 
which,  I  think,  you  called  a  Pafloral 
Elegy  on  the  Death  of  one  of  his  Friends, 
whom  he  expe6^ed  to  have  embraced  on 
his  return  from  abroad,  but  found  that 
he  had  taken  his  journey  to  that  diftant 
country, 

■  From  whofe  bourn 
No  traveller  returns 

Such  a  fubje^^  is  capable  of  great  ten- 
demefs  $  and,  at  the  hands  of  Milton, 
it  could  not  fail  of  finding  it.  Let  vac 
have  one  more  iuftance  of  your  kind- 
nefs,  in  the  execution  of  your  promife. 
Adieu ! 

CONSTANTIA. 


LETTER    XIL 

'THBODOStVS   TO   CONSTANTIA. 

I  Have  made  haftc  to  oblige  ypu  5  there- 
fore you  muft  be  as  ixady  to  excuic> 
as  I  have  been  to  obey. 

TffBPASTORAlPAltrOf  H.II.TOR*S 
bVitafhium  BAMONIS. 

Q  For  themufick  of  Himeria*s  maidt! 
^^  The  ftratos  that  died  in .  Areih«fii'a 
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WboDapluiU.  Hyl«.  Bion,  tat«hdiia    O.fco«li.withfod,ttd»««»ittkthed.yf 

flMve  9  Thcfl  gO|  lte« 
Tkames*  vocal  wave  frftUeVfynotapralMrff 

And  aU  kit  tUIm  learn  the  Dotickfoog.  , 

To  whom  ihall  I  my  hopei  and  tcari  tmpait  f 
Or  trull  the  caret  and  fellies  of  my  heart  ? 

How  ThyrfitmoaroM  his  loiig«lov*d  Damon  Whole  gentle  counfelt  put  thole  caret  to 

dead}  flight? 

What  fight  he  utterMy  and  what  tcan  he  Whofe  chearfat  conrerie  cheat  the  tedioua 

iicd^  night? 

Ye  dim  retreatSi  ye  wandering  founuint  The  focial  hearth  when  Aiitiimn*ttr<tfoiet 

know :  ftore. 

Ye  deiart-wildt  bote  witaeis  to  bit  woe  i  Chill  blow  the  windt  withoot,  and  thm'  Ike 

Where  oft  in  grief  he  paCi'  d  the  tediont  day,  bleak  elm  roar. 

Or  lonely  langaifliM  the  long  night  awa,.  ^^^^  ^^  ^^ 


Twice  did  the  fields  their  blooming  hofM>ur8 

bear, 
And  Autumn  twice  refign  the  golden  ear, 
Unconfeious  of  hit  lofi  while  Thyrfis  itaid. 
To  woo  fwcet  Fancy  in  the  rofcanftade. 
Cfowo'd  with  her  favoor,  when  he  fought 

again 
Hi«  flock  forfaken,  and  hit  native  plain  $ 
When  to  his  eld  e!m'f  wonted  (hade  return*d» 
Then— then  he  mifs'd  his  parted  friend— 

and  mouru'd. 
And  go, (he  cry *d) my  tender  lambs  adieu! 
Your  wretched  maflet  has  no  time  for  you. 


Yet  are  there  powers  divine  in  earth  or  fky  f 
Gods  can  they  be,  whodeftin*d  thee  to  dief 
And  (halt  thou  mix  wiih  (hades  of  vulgar 

name; 
Loft  thy  fair  honours,  and  fcgot  thy  fame? 
Not  he,  the  god  whufc  golden  wand  rcflraint 
The  palc-ey'd  people  at  the  gloomy  plainly 
Or  Dnmon't  fate  fhall  thusresardlefs  be. 
Or  foffer  vulgar  ihades  to  hero  with  thee. 

Then  go,  &c. 

Yet  while  one  ftrain  my  trembling  tongue 

may  try, 
Kot  unlamented,  (hepherd,  ihalt  thou  die. 
Long  in  thefe  fields  thy  fame  fliall  flourifli 

fair. 
And  Daphoit  only  greater  honours  fliare  { 
To  Daphnis  only  purer  vaws  be  paid, 
While  Pan, or  Pale*,  loves  the  village-Oiade. 
If  Truth  or  Science  may  ftirvive  the  grave* 
Or,  what  is  more,  a  poet's  friendihip  favc. 

Then  go,  &c. 

Thefe,  thefe  are  thine  s  for  me  what  hopes 

remain  J 
Saveof  kng  furrow,  apd  of  an;uifli  vain. 
For  who,  ftill  faithful  to  my  fide  fliall  go, 
Like  thee,  thro*  regions  clad  with  chilling 

fnow  ? 
Like  thee,  the  rage  of  fiery  fummert  bear, 
WheaAatuipihriaks  beneath  the  burningaif  f 


When  the  ^erce  funs  of  fommer  noom  in- 
vade, 

And  Pan  repofes  in  the  green-wood  fliade, 

The  fliepherds  hide,  the  nymphs  plongc 
down  the  deep^ 

And   waves  the  hedge-rowo*er  the  plow, 
man*s  fleep : 

Ah !  who  fliall  charm  with  fuch  luldreit 
refin*dj 

Soch  Attick  wit,  and  elegance  of  mind? 

Then  g0|  ftc« 

Alas  t  now  lonely  rovnd  my  fields  I  flny{ 
And  lonely  feek  the  paftore*s  wonted  way  : 
Or  ill  lome  dim  valo's  moumfol  fliade  re* 

pofc— 
There  pen  five  wait  the  weary  day*s  flowclofe| 
While  (bowers  defcend,  the  gloomy  tempcft 

rave% 
And  o'er  my  head  the  flraggliag  twilight 

waves* 

Then  go,  dec* 

Where  once  fair  hirvtftcloath*d  my  cultured 

plain. 
Now  weedi  obfcene  and  vexing  bramblea 

reign}    . 
Thegroves  of  myttle,and  the  cluflering  vinof 
I>Bli^ht  no  mo'e;  for  joy  no  more  it  mine« 
My  fl'HTkt  no  longer  find  a  matter's  care  |^ 
£*en  piteous  as  they  gaxe  with  looks  of 

dumb  defpair. 

Then  go,  9cc» 

Thy  haael, Ty tVtjSv hat  no  charmi  forme} 
Nor  yet  thy  wild  afli,  lov  d  Alphrfibee. 
No  more  fliall  Fancy  weave  her  rural  dream. 
By  i£gon*s  willow,  or  Amynta*s  flream. 
The  trembling  lea  vet,  the  fountain*!  cool 

fereoe. 
The  murmui  ing  sephyr,and  themofly  green  t 
Thele  fmiie  un^n,  and  thofe  unheeded  play, 
i  Cfit  my  flirobt,andheedk£i  walk'd  away. 

Then  go,  &c. 

D  2  Mopfosy 


TtffiapOlII^a   AMP  CONST  AN  TIA» 


M opto  vte  Imo»»  «lNt  fetNtlMAiit 


Apd  folfef  the  |^Te*t  wUi  iftrbU^l^^a^ 

This  MopfQS  inark*d«>vwhat  tl^oi  thj  fpleen 

8om«  MefiU  p)«»et,  or  i«i»e  boiieltlt  lore? 
T^a  te  o|  $^itjr»  6ft  aoaoyithe  fw«tfi» 
And  xo  the  doU»  cold  brcaft»  |M#bol()shii 


Tk»  ffin*l>»%  te^  pit«o«»  oC  tlwif  Aepr 

hM*»  woe, 
Convey  t^e  f«d  cav fe  folicitoot  to  knovr : 
Is  thU  the  port  of  jocund  yoath,(tbey  cryj) 
That  look  difguAedy  and  that  dowrn-caft  eye  > 
Q^ir  OgRiUa  aip4  V»«eon  th^t  (afi  feafon  waitj 
*He*t  twice  a  wretchiwhom  beauty  wouiula 

|oo  late* 

Then  go.  Sec, 

Op/t  geptle  ptwr  the  BritlA  Chloris  gaTc; 
PWorii*  tkA  ir^eof  Maldon'ji  BurpU  vravf  y 
In  vain— my  grief  no  foothin^wordadirann/ 
i^  Oi  CMtuie  ho]^i»noiE  pttfent|paQ4  can  char^. 

Then  go.  Sec, 

The  happier  flocktont  focUl  fptrit  movasy 
'the  fame  their  Cport^  their  'paAures»  ^nd 

t)^eir  loves: 
Tbetr  hearts  to  no  peculiar  obje^  tpnd. 
None  knows  a  farourite^or  (cU&t  a  friend* 
$0  herd  the  yarioos  natives  of  the  main» 
AndProtheus drives  in  crowds  his  r..aly  train. 
The  feather*d  tnbes>too,find  an  eafier  f^te^ 
Tha  meaneft  fparrow  ftiil  enjoys  his  mat* ; 
And  when  by  change  or  wearing  age  fliedies, 
^he  traniieQt  lofs  a  feconi  choke  fupplies . 

llaoy  haplefsii^an!  for  <v«f  4ooii^*d  to  know 
The  dire  vezaUoos  that  iFrom  diicqrd  flow, 
I9  a)i  the  coantjeff  f»j»nthqtt  •£  hit  kindit 
Can  fcarcely  meet  with  one  congei^ia)  mind  I 
if  haply  Ibond.  Da^th  wings  the  faul  dart» 
^t  Under  union  braakayW break*  (whcarC. 

Then  go,  ^c. 


Ah»flM!  «lMtCf>ortca»p|edme«0  0a 
O'fir  f«4sii|i  .nonntaina  ^a^  tbro*  Alpitft 
fnow  } 

?oo  gmat  a  prtfie,  to  n»#rk  \n  Ti^v'a  §^001 
he  mourntvl  image  of  4epart«d  |l^me  1 
Nay,  yet  immortal,  could  Aie  boaft  again 
The  glories  of  her  univerfai  reign, 
And  all  that  Maro  left  his  fields  to  fee. 
Too  great  the  porchafe  to  abandon  thee  ! 
To  lave  the*  in  a  land  no  longer  fecn  !-m 
Bid  mountains  life,  and  ocoana  aolt  be* 


Ah!  not  embrace  thee ^— not  to  itn  theedie  t 
M ert  thy  laft  looks,  or  clofe  thy  langnadcyel 
Not  one  fond  £uewcl  with  thy  ihade  to  fend* 
Nor  bid  thee  think  of  tky  (urviving  friend  ! 

Then  go.  Sec, 


Ye  Tufcan  (hepherdt»  pardon  me  this  teav2 

?ear  to  ihe  mofe,  to  me  for  ever  dear  i 
he  youth  I  mourn  a  Tufcan  tiile  b*>rc: 
See  f  Lydian  Lucca  for  her  ibo  deplore  I 

O  days  of  extafy  f  when  rapt  T  lay  ,4. 
Where  Arno  wanders  down  bis  flowery  way. 
Pluck  d  the  pale  violet,  prefsM  the  velvet 

mead. 
Or  bade  the  myrtle^s  balmy  fragrance  bleed  1 
Oelif  hted  heard,  amidft  the  rural  throng, 
Menalcas  drive  with  Lycidas  in  fong. 

Qfc  would  my  voice  the  mimick  ftram  dTAj^ 
Nor  haply  all  unheeded  was  my  lay  1 
For,ihepherds,yet  I  boaft  your  gen  Vous  meed. 
The  biier  baiket„  and  compared  reed, 
Francino  crown*d  me  wiih  a  poet's  fame, 
^nd  Daii  (  taught  his  beccbcn  groves  mj 
name*" 


Milton,  when  he  was  in  Italy,  ha4 
the  peculiar  good  fortune  to  find  an  age 
of  geniufes,  and  to  be  diftinguiHied  by 
their  favour  in  a  verv  extraordinary  man- 
Q^.  That  polifli  which  the  young  mind 
receives  from  the  elegant  hmplictty  of 
thf  claflicks,  he  enjoyed  iii  the  greatctl 


*  Milton  feems  to  h^ve  borrow«4  this  f(pntimei|t  from  Gsutini  1 
CbffifaJfaUa/acaMutd€tat§ 
Amorojn  taleatOf 
Htn/ral  iUffih  tormeniOf 
JS  di  qu*lf  tbt  ftgftdp  non  Kfclefff 
'E  di  f «//,  (he  ^•lenj*  if  a  p%trm* 
f  The  Tu(cani  wer^  a  braneh  of  the  Pelafgi  that  migrated  into  Europe  sot  many 
ygart  after  the  difperfiim.     S^ome  of  them  marched  by  land  as  far  as  tfdia,  and  fiom 
thence  deuched  a  colony  under  the  condu^  of  Tyrfenas  to  Italy. 

t  Whan  Milton  waa  in  luly,  Carlo  Dati  was  profellbr  of  philofppky  at  Floienc*. 
A  libtral  Iri^nd  to  men  of  genius  and  learning,  as  well  foreigners  as  his  own  cnuntry- 
ff^.    U«  wiocfl  a  pancgynck  and  Ibma  posms  on  ievii  XIV,  he6dst  othtr  traOa. 

pccfe|Sboiu 
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pMtim.   TlMi  taiifiklmWt  indt  flf 

llMtinicnrlidgtwhKh  btt#gkwitkhM 
!•*>  tol|p»  b«  hMi  the  haipcft  mm»*  ^ 
improvingftnd  perfeding.m  ihoitinfiMrt 
ing  fctaea  wKtrt  the  finSn  wriitrt  of  ta- 
tiuin  irft  drew  tlieir  bieaf h  •  Thofe  fcenes 
tStw^M  tkc  l>cft  comment  on  th«  works 
fff  tbe  Roman  claflickt;  and  Milton 
itwwed  in  alt  his  Latin  poeoiti  that  he 
ladod  tbeijr  beauties  in  the  moft  refined 
d^gnte. 

The  friend  he  bewails  in  the  eharm* 
iag  poem«  of  which  I  nude  theft  hum- 
Jble  ellbrts  to  flicw  von  the  beauties*  was 
the  companion  of  his  early  years )  and 
it  is  no  wonder  that  he  lamentt  him 
with  fuch  pathetick  tcndemcTs:  for 
friendibips  of  thst  kind,  which  are  nurf- 
ed  under  the  funihine  of  young  entbu* 
fiafm,  are  always  the  mott  vigoroui,** 
Are  they  not,  my  Conttantia  ?«-I  feel 
they  ares   for  I  am,  &c. 

Thiodosxus. 


LETTER    Xin. 

'    CONSTANTIA  TO   TBBODOSIVS. 

IFlew  with  your  letter  to  our  favou* 
rite  alcove}  and  there  with  what 
pkaTure,  with  what  iFidity  I  perufed  it, 
Thecdolius  need  not  be  told. 

I  verily  believe^  that  I  am  better 
pkafrd  to  be  entertained  than  to  be  in- 
truded ;  for  I  fcarce  «ver  received  ib 
much  pleai'ure  from  a  letter  of  yours,  as 
your  la  ft  alForded  pe  $  yet  what  can  be 
tfaereafon?  It  is  not,  certainty,  that 
I  am  jealous  of  your  intlruAive  lectera, 
as  giving  you  a  iupenority  $  I  canned 
charge  niyi'cif  with  to  much  pride.  Nay, 
were  I  not  fenfible  of  that  fuperiority, 
I  muft  be  ftupid  indeed  t  thua,  how- 
ever, I  flatter  myfelf  on  my  penetration 
in  being  able  to  diftinguiih  it,  and  on 
my  roodefty  in  being  Satisfied  with  it  j 
and  thus,  like  many  other  good  peo- 
ple, I  am  vain  of  being  free  from  va- 
nity. 

But  all  the  inftrufHons  of  my  amia- 
ble phtlofopher  have  been  feaioned  with 
lb  much  politenefs,  or  conveyed  in  fuch 
an  indirea  manner,  thst  while  I  had  ail 
the  oppoi-tunity  of  pofilipg  by  them,  I 
could  hardly  ever  diicern  that  they  were 
intended  for  my  ufe.  If,  then,  your 
laft  letter  plcafed  me  more  than  any 
pAa,  k  is  btcaufc  I  am  idk  VMi  volu^* 


titHn  <nd  nfci  inWa  liisihrtli  pptity 
ihAn  in  philnfa|>ky« 

Yat  iibag««Miaef  MUi^tt  hnd  foeh  n 
mmral  lurfk*  that  he  kidmm  wr«i»  poetrf 
witbcnt  fsri^ng  phik>teh;rf  mi  even 
the  Mftoml  you  have,  fo  ^gingly  tranf-^ 
lated»  is  not,  I  And,  without  lomffthing 
of  it.  ^ow  beaittifiiUy  does  hn  b«Mail 
the  loft  advantages  of  fmmMp  I 

To  whom  (hall  I  my  h~be'i  ind  fe^n  impsrt. 
Or  iiuft  the  cares  ^nd  foJUes  of  my  hesirc  ? 

And  how  tniely  ^oea  ha  Umenr,  that 
Ban» 

In  all  the  countlefs  numberi  of  his  klod. 
Can  rarely  meet  with  one  congeni)!  mia4! 

Young  as  I  am,  I  have  felt  the  foi-ce  of 
this  truth,  and  have  made  msny  melan- 
choly rcfleflions  upon  it,  after  the  pain- 
ful, ridicuioui,  trifllnc,  and  impertinent 
vi(its,  I  hnve  been  o^iged  to  pay  apd 
receive,  from  the  (illier  part  of  my  fnc. 
Horrid  tyranny  of  faihion,  that  impofrs 
this  upon  us  1  What  right  can  an  equali- 
ty, or  a  Aiperiority  of  fortune,  give  ont 
woman  to  rob  another  of  her  time,  ienle, 
and  patience  }  I  (ay,  her  fenfe;  for  the 
converfittion  of  fools  leaves  a  tinfture  of 
fallv  upon  us.  What  title  has  drefa 
or  hgurc  to  lay  a  taae  upon  us  for  ad- 
miration ?  Do  not  they  who  expeft 
this,  infult  our  underftanding  P  And 
are  not  thofe  who  pay  it,  the  Haves  of 
folly  ?  O  that  the  fliackks  of  cuflom 
were  once  broken,  and  that  we  might 
chufe  our  fociety  out  of  either  fex,  with* 
out  cenfiire  or  mconvenieuce  1 

Juft  before  I  received  yqur  letter,  I 
was  delivered  from  the  mod  defpicable 
and  impertinent  ftt  of  viiitors  that  ever 
difgraced  the  name  of  gopd  compi^ny. 
To  me  fuch  vifits  are  always  vifitations* 
To  the  abovementioned  deliverance,  you 
may,  if  you  pieafe,  impute  fome  decree 
of  that  exttaordinary  pleaf'ure  I  afcnbed 
to  the  perufal  of  your  letter.  This  I 
(ay,  Ictt  I  (liould  contribute  to  make 
you,  what  you  have  (b  often  made  me, 
vain }  and  thus,  at  leaft,  you  muft  ac- 
knowledge, that  I  outdo  you  in  gene- 
rofity. 

I  am  tiot  difpleafed  with  your  obfer- 
vation,  that  young  friendfliips  are  the 
moft  tender  t  no  doubt  they  are  ;  for  the 
friendibips,  like  all  other  puifoits  and 
attachments  of  youths  have  novcliy  tp 
ceconimend  themypaifions  to  enliven, and 
etrt  hull  aim 
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my  friend !  (for  once'  I  >m\\  fay,  my 
TbeodoTsuft  t> wlft«i«ovcl«y  is  no^n^rej 
when  the  paiiioMfttMldc,  and  enth««i 
tfin  ▼milhet  \H»  a  d«»m^  will  nottfatf 
frifiid(hips»  witi  not  th«>ateachni«mi»; 
that  theft  princiolcs  produced,  v^ifli 
with  than  ?  I  will  not  hiuc  it,  thdugh 
it  ibould  be  true  i 

■  ■I  ~m^HCM  ^  prudcnxM 
MafoHia  ie  mortal; 
V  aru  crudit  dt  prtjagirfi  \  maVu 

One  tiwig,  howoner,  I  will  fredy  ac* 
knowledge,  or  rather  boaft  of,  that  my 
ftriendfliipfor  Theodofiut  is,  exclufive- 
Ijr,  founded  on  efteem.  For  this  rea- 
lon,  I  Hatter  myfclf,  thar  it  will  laft  in 
nil  if  8  preient  cordiality— why  (hould  it 
not?  It  has  nothing  to  lofe,  when  th« 
charm  of  noyelty  is  loft .  It's  exi  lience 
^y . no  means  depends  ujpon  the  paffiqas  \ 
it  has,  therefore,  nothing  to  apprehend 
wlyn  they  languiih  oi-  decline.  It  dc- 
rivca  not  it's  fupport  from  cnthaiiafm, 
nod,  confequently,  cannot  fufier  whoi 
cnthudafm  dies  away. 

While  thus  I  comfort,  I  liope  I  do  not 
aeceivc  rayfelf.  But,  /hould  even  that 
be  the  cafe,  let  your  fagacity  for  once 
give  way  to  your  compafTion,  and  do 
not  undeceive  me.  This  is,  perhaps, 
the  only  inftance  in  which  I  could  be 
fatisfied  with  myfelf,  for  declining  the 
report  of  truth. 

Obferve,  however,  that  I  expeft  you 
will,  with  the  utraoft  candour  and  in- 
genuity, relblvc  Tome  parts  of  my  clo|ibts, 
and  tef!  me  freely,  whether  thofe  young 
friendlhips  which  are  heightened  by  no- 
velty,  by  the  pailions,  and  enthufiafm, 
will  not  ineviubly  perifti  with  thole 
iburcesthai  fupport  them. 

You  fee  I  have  been  at  pains  to  in- 
duce you  to  declare  your  ieniimems  on 
this  fubjc£i  J  fjncc  I  have  removed  the 
principal  objcftion  that  might  have  oc- 
curred to  you,  by  declaring,  that  my 
friendftiip  for  you  cannot  be  affefted  by 
the  argument.    Adieu .' 

Constantia:. 
LETTER    XIV, 

IIKEODOSIUS   TO   CONSTANTIA. 

THOUGH  there  is   nothing  in 
which  Conftantia  has  not  a  righr 
to  command  her  friend,  aud  though,  in 


everything,  it  is  liii  pride  and  pleaAfifr 
to  obey  her  5  yet  he  vrill  own,  that  he 
goes  unwillingly  about  the  taO;  (he  ha» 
appointed  him. 

Ah  I  ray  dear,  my  amiable  moraliftt 
It  is  frequently  the  happinefs  of  man  to 
fliot  his  eyes  againft  the  infirmities  of 
bis  nature!  In  thofe  circumftamcet* 
where  the  knowledge  of  his  weakn«& 
cannot  lave  him  from  fome  leal  evil, 
that  knowledge  is  of  lefs  value  than  ig. 
norance. 

The  benevofent  purpofes  of  Provi- 
dence have  concealed  the  futiirefrom  us, 
that  we  may  not  be  interrupted  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  prefent}  and  it  is,  ia 
many  cafes ,  necefiary  to  ou r  happi  nefs» 
that  we  fhonld  imitate  this  oeconomy  of 
the  Supreme  Wifdom,  and  -embrace 
thofe  innocent  pleafures  which  the  fe- 
veral  periods  of  life  may  aflbni  us,  with- 
out enquiring  too  oificioully  into  tbetr 
caufes  or  events,  and  without  being  too 
folicitous  about  their  duration. 

Many,poflibIy,  of  our  pleafures,  ma- 
ny, I  am  furc,  of  our  amuiements, 
fpring  from  fuch  (burces,  as,  upon  en- 
quiry, would  be  found  to  do  little  bo* 
nour  to  a  creature  diftmguiflied  by  rca- 
fon.  Their  tendency ,-at  the  fame  time, 
is  frequently  as  iniignificant  aa  their 
caufe,  and  both  are  unworthy  of  a  fe^ 
rious  enquiry. 

There  are,  indeed,  enjoyments  of  a 
higher  nature  that  may  better  defenre 
our  attention  ;  and  yet, 'to  enquire  into 
the  probability  of  their  duration,  might 
contribute  very  little /o  om*  happineia. 

Such,  in  particular,  are  the  connec-  • 
tions  of  friendOiip.  Thefe  arc  the  pro- 
pertyofman,  and  mufi,  therefore,  be 
frail,  changeable,  and  uncertain,  like 
himlelf.  Itmui^,  confequently,  be  for 
his  eafe,  to  fit  down  unapprehenfive  to 
enjoy  them,  without  meditating  on  all 
the  poflible  variety  of  evils  to  which 
they  murt  be  expofed  from  a  change  of 
fentiinents  and  inclinations,  and  fixMM 
the  fcveral  contingencies  of  chance  and 
time* 

It  is  into  the  fate  of  young  friend- 
ihips,  my.Conftantia,  that  you  would 
lead  ray  cnquiiics.  Thcle,  indeed, 
are  not  the  leaft  unworthy  of  our  at. 
tentionj  for  youth  is  the  i«ifon  botk 
of  friend  (hip  and  of  virtue.  If  to  a  dif- 
pofition  naturally  not  unfociable,  we 
nave  added  the  advantages  cf  a  liberal 
education,  we  come  into  the  bi)find(s 
and  fociety  of  life,  in  general,  better 

an^ 
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a!)4  luppier  crtAiwvs  4lNiB  5M  an  «r|teD 
we  Jove  U. 

We  ftep  into  the  worid  with  liberal 
ieatimentft*  and  benevolent  eflfe^ionei 
but  the  experimental  knowledge  of  me* 
c<mira^  the  former,  and  llarves  the 
tatter:  inforouch,  thet  be  muft  be  pof- 
SeSed  of  a  difpofition  more  than  ordi- 
oahly  hunaane^  wlio  dor*  not  in  fonie 
4egree  become  a  mifanthropilt  before  he 
^i<s.  I  may  go  fartberi  and  add,  that 
he  muft  have  uncommon  virtue  and 
greatneis  of  mind,  who,  with  ur.bic- 
miflied  manners,  and  uncontjraAed  fen- 
timents,  can  £ul  with  fuch  a  corrupted 
aew  down  the  current  of  Jife. 

Man  is,  in  fpite  of  all  his  reafon, 
an  imitative  creature  i  and  what  he  hat 
been  long  accuiiomed  to  obferve  in 
i  others,  he  will,  'with  dHEculty,  foibcar 
to  admit  in  himiclf.  By  habit  we  may 
bring  ourfelves  to  behold  deformity  with- 
out difguft  s  and  by  being  long  conver- 
iant  in  fcenes  of  enmity  and  infinccrity, 
the  love  of  truth  and  humankind  will 
infenfibiy  decay. 

f\s  youth,  therefore,  is  tlie  feafon  of 
finctrity  and  benevolence,  it  muft,  of 
conieooence^  be  the  moll  ptomiiing  iea- 
fon  ot  friendfliip;  for  thofe  vutues  are 
it*s  beft  and  iurdl  foundation. 

We  love  a  benevolent  man  fur  our 
own  fakes,  and  a  Anceie  man  for  tlie 
Jake  of  his  fmcerity.  Efteem  fur  ever 
Attends  the  union  of  theie  f  that  eltcem 
which  my  Conttantia  has  done  me  the 
honour  to  acknowledge  as  the  fource  of 
her  friend  (hip  1 

Thus,  my  fair  cafuift,  you  (ee  we 
hate  a  fufhcient  foundation  whereon  to 
€n6t  an  early  friend/hip,  excluHvc  of 
novelty,  the  paiTions,  and  enthufiarm  $ 
and  we  may  juilly  conclude,  therefore, 
'        that  foch  a  friend ihip  may  exift,  thou^^h 
I        all  iuch  auxiliaries  ihould  vanifli  or  de- 
cay. 
I  Yet  while  thefe  laft,  they  undoiibt- 

'  edly  yield  us  a  more  high-iet  plcafure, 
I  as  well  in  friendOiip,  as  in  every  other 
I        enioymcnt. 

i  Neverthelefs,  I  know   not  whether 

'        imich  ought  to  be  afcribed  to  novelty  ^ 

I        which,  in  the  cup  of  friendlhip,  is  cer- 

^inly  the  very  worii  ingredient.     Pof- 

GkAy  it  mav,  for  a  while,  give  a  poig- 

nancy  to  the  taOe,  but  the  mellowing 

«^Qwer  of  time,  produces  a  much  better 

•4|od  more  agreeable  flavour. 

*    The  prevalence  and  a£tivity  of  the 

fMbMf  keep  up  that  lively  icBt  and 
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^  aAakm,  wliich  add  to  tbt 
fltndiaefs  of  confidence,  and  are  pro* 
di»ftive  of  a  thoofand  agreeable  fenih- 


Enthuiiafm  bat  an  effeft  on  fnead* 
(hip  proportionable  to  it*s  influence  on 
love.  It  heightens  it  with  the  glowing 
fentiments  of  imagination,  and  embcl« 
lifliet  it's  resil  aJvantaget  whh  the  vi« 
fionary  charms  of  fancy  and  iAtellcc« 
tual  reftncment! 

Yet  when  theie  (ball  depart  with  de* 
paiting  youth  $  while  fincerity  and  be- 
nevolence remain,  friendihip  fliall  re- 
main with  them.  A  reflexion,  which 
affords  me  the  higheft  confolation  !  as  I 
am  convinced  that,  in  coniequence  of 
thofe  principles,  ConfUntia  cannot ceaie 
to  be  the  friend  of 

TuiODOIIUt. 


LETTER    XV, 

CONSTANTIA    TO   THEOOOSJVS. 

WH  A  T  a  letter !  my  friend.  If 
you  have  drawn  a  true  pi£lure 
of  human  natiiiCi  an<l  if  the  knowledge 
of  the  world  be  re.illy  attended  with 
the  confequences  you  mention,  who 
would  not  live  in  ignorance  >  Ah,  The« 
odolius !  what  fears,  whiit  uneaiiners, 
has  your  letter  awakened '  Better,  in- 
deed, my  phiioi'oplier,  had  you  fulFcred 
me  to  continue  in  ignorance  1  Better, 
and  kinder,  had  you  permitted  me  to 
enjoy  my  vi fionary  dream  of  the  dura- 
tion and  improvement  of  human  virtue! 
Ah  I  too  penetrating  friend  !  Too  in- 
genious in  the  d-lcovery  of  that  weak- 
nefs  it  would  have  been  happier  to  hide  I 
You  were  fenfible  of  this  truth  ;  and 
why  would  you  gratify  my  impertinent 
curiofity,  only  to  make  me  miferabie  ? 
To  give  melancholy  and  mortifying 
.  ideas  of  tiiat  life  in  witich  my  lot  has 
fallen! 

Yet  furely,  Theodoftus,  the  fweet 
affe^lions  of  benevolence  will  not  wear 
away  with  youth.  ^  If  the  commerce 
of  the  world  doth  not  corrupt  the  lieart| 
furdy,  it  will  (till  have  room  for  fode* 
lightful  a  gueft,  I  decUp,  that  with- 
out one  womani(h  feai,  1  would  p:«it 
with  my  being,  ratbei*  than  hold  it  oa 
any  other  terms. 

But  what  fuprrfiuou^  apprehenfions 
do  I  entertain  ?* This  drfcaiful  UiljAvretk 

can 
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otttti  ^  tht  wttrM ;  my  bdrk,  I  am 
detetttivit^f  fball  Aet  be  ex|iaM  !•  Aieh 
rain.  Safely  (hall  it  fteer  into  AiMe 
qoKt  harboikr,  and  rtk  tkuit  finim 
ftorftit  tnd  ltih|teft». 

Serionfly  a*i  plainly,  toy  friend,  yo* 
hare  givpn  n^  Tuch  idea*  of  mWng 
«nth  the  w^rid,  and  of  the  inconve- 
fuencet  which  attend  it,  that  I,  who  ctn 
boaft  no  fuperior  fonitude,  conclude  it 
fnuft  be  my  happinefs  to  live  in  folitary 
^bfcority.  There  I  can  embrace  your 
*ood  prelate's  precept,  and  live  agree - 
ibly  to  natttce.  There  I  (hall  be  free 
from  the  impertinence  of  folly,  and  the 
eenforioufncrs  of  envy.  My  preeioua 
hours  will  not  be  facrificed  to  triflcrs  | 
I  (hall  employ  them  in  ftudtea  worthy 
pf  a  rational  creature. 

O  Theodofiusl  for  thofe  delightful 
momenta  that  (hall  glide  awny  on  the 
halcyon  wings  of  peace  and  tranquillity: 
for  thofe  dear  unintcirupted  days  of  let- 
ters and  leifure,  when  the  mind  may 
riot  in  intellcaual  feftivify  j  and,  free 
from  every  low,  every  vulear  and  de- 
bating, care,  may  acquire  |hat  dignity 
and  knowledge  which  (hall  properly  re- 
commend it  to  fome  higher  (tate  of  ex- 
iflence  1 

What  luxury  is  in  the  thought !  ^ven 
Dow  I  anticipate  the  happinefs  I  de- 
fcribe.  Even  now,  in  imagination,  I 
enjoy  thofe  eafy  pleal'urer,  that  inde- 
pendence of  mind  and  body,  which 
folitude and  liberty  muft  afford.  I  look 
back  on  Thcodofius  bulling  in  the 
world,  pity  him,  pray  for  him,  and 
tremble  for  his  virtue.    Adieu !  Adieu ! 

CONSTANTXA. 


LETTER      3CVI. 

THB0D0SIU8  TO  C0N8TANTIA. 

•  IJNJOY   thy  dr^om,  dear  and 
XL  '  amiable  enthiifiaft !  Enjoy  thy 

•  Tifionart  fcene !  To  ron*  thee  from 
«  thoffe   deiig^tftil   il5v«ries,  to  break 

•  tfmle  faocy-favottted  (himberi,  ^i^uld 
<  be  c^uel,  if  not  impious.^  Such,  and 
lb  etpreifed,  weit  my  fentiments,  on  pe- 
tufttg  yoTir  laft  dear  ktter.  But  tender- 
Mt  ma(t  g?vt plaee  to  tnth$  at  Itatt,  in 
«  circum&sce  (b  impoitati^,  M  that  of 


tliM  h  Q«M  mtf  vMlif  In  WMdf 
the  mind  is  fo  apt  to  mi(fo«l  lt*ft  tTM 
inmiBft,ii  in  pra^As  of  fbt«rfe  hM>i. 
»«f«.  It  is  infvpoffible  to  kliMr  M# 
^e  (hall  bear  dMfe  Ihitkms  or  ctrcum- 
Aancca,  whith  we  hav«  only  contem- 
plated at  an  nhalKi^ing  diftance  s  and 
nit,  with  iin  aifttrance  that  does  more 
wMiour  to  our  ciMirage  tiian  our  diicit- 
lion,  weventun^toconelttde,  thatthcdV 
appointments  or  (cbemes  of  li^  to  which 
wean  perfectly  ftran^rs,  would  tnfri- 
libly  compleat  etir  fdtdty. 

In  the  mean  time,  we  neter  eontideri 
that  n«w  (bitions,  and  appaintments  f 
which  we  have  not  been  accnftomtd, 
muft  nece(rarily  take  us  o«t  of  onr  nfcal 
train  of  ientimems,  a£tiona,  and  at* 
tenttons.  This,  however,  will  make 
us  uneafy  ;  for*  change,  as  Numa  ob- 
served,  when  he  was  mvited  to  the  king- 
dom of  Rome,  is  always  an  evil,  and 
we  never  feel  it  more  fenGbly  than  in 
the  manner  and  oeconomy  of  life. 

With  refpeft  to  your  fcheme  of  Irv- 
ing feduded  from  the  world,  I  (hould 
have  condemned  it  with  the  (hort  ctn- 
fure  of  a  fmile,  had  I  not  paid  fo  much 
deference  to  your  rea(bn  and  judgment, 
as  to  conclude,  that  thofe  ought  to  he 
appealed  to  on  every  argument  that 
might  relate  to  your  fentimentt  and  re- 
foluttons, 

Will  my  beautiful  friend  forgive  me^ 
then,  if  I  fuf>pofe  that  judgment  to  haVt 
been  bribed  by  enthu(iajm,  when  fli« 
concluded  that,  by  living  alone,  flit 
(hould  live  agreeably  to  natare  F 

I  am  fehfible.  Madam,  that  by  this 
}'ou  meant  no  more  than,  that  fucb  a 
mode  of  life  would  exempt  ymi  Troth 
thofe  external  temptations*  thole  idle 
luxuries  and  follies,  which  are  dpt  re 
make  us  deviate  from  the  paths  of  truth 
and  (implicity.  But  did  you  con(kket% 
that  to  live  alone,  is  to  live  contrary  te 
nature?  A  (late  of  folitude,  is  not  the 
natural  Sate  of  man.  The  argnmenta 
I  (hould  make  u(e  of  to  prove  thia  are 
old  and  obvious.  That  I  may  be  lelh 
unentertaining,  therefore,  while  I  mean 
to  fet  before  you  the  tnconvenieticet  at^ 
tending  your  (chemeof  life,  I  will  gi^ 
you  a  (hort  account  of  a  lady  of  mf 
own  family,  wfw  formed  the  fame  cele*- 
lutions,  and  put  them  in  praAice. 

Thus  her  flory  is  related,  in  a  mnn«« 
fcript  ftill  prefenred  among  the  faiM^ 
pnpara. 
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"^  BiMtocifty  ID .  only  davg^tcr,  wai 
^  bftd  up  under  the  a^ptces  of  Althe- 
'  nm,  z  lady  eauall^  diftioffiiiflted  by 

<  her  piety  as  a chriftian,  andher  afiec* 
'*  tian  as  a  parent.    The  temper  and 

<  genius  of  toe  dauehtcr  were  naturally 

*  warm  and  fufceptible  x  the  offices  and 

<  duties  of  reliffion  had  habitually  in - 

*  A>ired  her  with  Aich  a  zealous  and 
'  fervent  devotion,  that  flie  Teemed  to 
1  have  no  happinefs  that  did  not  flow 
'  irom  thofe  exerciies  and  attentions 

*  which  religion  required. 

*  Her  knowledge  of  books  was  lit- 

*  tle»  of  human  nature  lefs.     She  had, 

*  notwithftanding,  conceived  an  infinite 

*  contempt  for  that  world  to  which  ihe 

<  was  utterly  a  ftranger,  and  concluded, 
'  that  to  enter  into  the  interefts  and  en» 

*  g^gements  of  fociety,  would  he  a  vo* 

*  luntivy  facrifice  to  vice  and  folly. 

*  Eudocia  was,  in  natural  good  ftnCe, 
'  beauty,  and  a  fweetnefs  of  difpoficion, 

*  equalled  by  few  wojntn  of  her  time. 

*  Thefe  qualities  engaged  the  affections 

*  of  Alphenor,  a  gentleman  whofe  |;e- 

*  nius  and  penetration  gave  him  a  kind' 

*  «f  intuitive  knowledge  of  the  human 
«  hearu 

*  He  concluded,  that  every  attempt 

*  to  introduce  Eudocia  to  the  world,  or 

*  to  eftablifli  the  focial  life  in  her  good 
'  opinion,  would  be  vain.     He  knew 

*  that  it  would  be  fruiilcfs  to  argue  with 
f  her  on   the  pleafures  ihe  had  never 

*  known,  and  the  mireries  (he  had  ne^ 
'^  ver.esperieoced.     He  therefore  did 

*  not  expatiate  either  on  the  advantages 
'  of  fociety,  or  the  inconveniences  of 

*  folftude;  for  fuch  had  been  the  con- 
f  dition  of  Eudoqia^s  life,  that  as  yet 

*  file  was  in  a  great  meafure  a  ftranger 

*  to  b«>th. 

*  Upon  the  death  of  her  parents, 

*  which  happened  before  flie  had  attain  - 
'     <  ed  her  twenty-fifth  year,    her  for- 

*  tune  and  manner  pf  life  were  at  her 
<  own  difpofal.  She  now  detcrroined 
'  .U>  pot  in  execution  a  fcbeme  which 

*  ihe  had  long  meditated.     It  was  to 

*  retire, .but  not  into  a  convent.    A 

*  ipirit  of  liberty  had  always  faved  her 
^  from  that  facrifice,   however  induf- 

*  tdoufly  folicited  by  the  emiflaries  of 
1  the  church,  or  encouraged  by  fclfilh 

*  relations. 

<  She  was  po(r<r0*ed  of  an  eftate,  fitu>- 
'  oted  in  a  very  retired  part  of  the  pro- 
.  vince  of  Compeign^i  mi  there  it 


*  was  that  ihe  had  determined  to  live  fe- 
'  queftered  from  the  world,  with  no 

*  other  fociety  than  an  aged  confeflbr 
'  and   neceflfary   domefticks.      Of  the 

*  lad  (lie  mad^  a  very  few,  and  thofe 
«  females,  fufficient. 

'  At  this  cfifis  it  might  have  been 

*  exytSicd,  that  Alphenor  would  have 

*  u(ed  hit  utmoft  addrefs.to  difluade  her 
'  from   her  purpofe.     By  no  means* 

*  On  the  contrary,  he  encouraged  her 

*  in  her  refolution,  applauded  the  piety 

*  oi  her  purpofe,  and  expatiated  on 

*  the  happmeis  of  foliury  fan£(ity.  He 
'  aflfumed  not  the  leaft  of  the  lover*t 

<  character,  but  that  of  the  religious 

*  friend. 

'  By  this  means  he  gained  one  point, 

<  which  he  had  ufed  all  his  induftry, 
'  all  his  art  to  obtain.  He  had  Eudo* 
^  cia*8  permiflion  to  pay  her  one  vifit  at 

*  the  end  of  three  months  after  her  re- 
'  tirement  ^  a  favour  which  was  allowed 
'  to  none  befide,  either  of  her  friends  or 

*  acquaintance,   and   which  Alphenor 

*  himfelf,  though  through  the  media- 
f  tion  of  religion,  had  fcarce  addrefs 

*  fufficient  to  obtain. 

.  *  Eudocia  retired.     She  approached 

*  the  confines  of  her  eft  ate  with   rap- 

*  tures,  and  paid  a  kind  of  idolatrous 

*  worflu'p  to  the  venerable  groves  that 

<  furrounded  her  habitation. 

*'  Hail,"  ihe  cried,  •*  ye  innocent 
'*  and  haupy  forefters  !  ye  ihall  at  once 
**  be  the  witneHes  and  the  guardians  of 
"  my  repofe.  Enjoy  your  vegetable 
**  exiftence,  fecure  from  the  crueltiea 
**  and  |he  ravages  of  man !  I  have  fled 
*'  from  the  evils  of  fociery,  to  enjoy 
**  peace  and  innocence  with  you;  my 
**  undefigning  friends!  my  blamelefs 
**  companions  I  often  fliaii  I  aHbciate 
f  <  with  you,  and  repofe  under  the  kind 
*<  prote^ion  of  your  ftiade." 

•  With  the  fame  kind  of  enthufiaf- 

*  tick  pleafure  Ihe  walked  through  the 

*  feveral  apartments  of  her  houfe,  con- 

*  fecrating  each  with  a  kind  of  peti- 
«  tionary  ejaculation, 

*  For  the  firft  week  of  her  retirement, 

*  flie  found    fufficient  employment  in 

<  the  oeconomy  of  her  family,  and  the 

*  diftribution  of  their  feveral  offices  to 

<  her  domeltlcks.     The  fecond  (he  de- 

*  voted  wholly  to  religious  exerciies  and 

*  the  raptures  of  devotion.* 


I  have 
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I  hart  been  interruptedt  snd  you  will 
i^ot  at  prefent  be  troubled  with  any  far- 
mer accoimt  of  my  piou«  anceftor. 
Adieu  1 

TiisaDOsius, 


LETTER    XVII. 

TUZODOSIVS   TO   CONSTAKTIA. 

•  •  •  <  TJ  UT  whatever  is  rapturous 

l3  *  cannot  laft  long :  thofe 
excrcifes  that  lift  the  mind  above  it's 
ufiial  pitch,  if  too  frequently  or  too 
long  indulged,  will  at  length  either 
totally  deftroy  it,  or  deprive  it  of  that 
fobriety,  which  is  ncceflary  for  the 
prcfervation  of  it'?  due  poife. 

*  Nature  fcems,  in  kindnefs,  to  have 
guarded  us  apinft  the  inconveniences 
3iat  might  anfc  from  hence,  by  (hort- 
ening  the  influence  of  joy,  by  inclin- 
ing us  to  variety,  and  by  giving  the 
property,  cither  of  indifference  or  dif- 
gutt,  to  every  objeft  that  has  been 
too  lone  or  too  affiduoufly  purfued, 
with  whatever  aviditv  it  might  have 
been  embraced  at  Hrlt. 

*  That  little  fociety  to  which  Eudo- 
cia  had  hitherto  been  accuftomed,  was 
a  neceiTary  relief  ffom  the  afliduities 
of  religious  ftudies  and  exercifcsj  and, 
far  from  being  any  preju  'i«e,  was  in 
i-eality  favourable  to  the  interefts  of 
religion.  It  is  certain,  however,  that 
fhe  was  of  a  different  opinion,  upon 
her  firfl  feclufion  from  the  tworldj 
but  many  weeks  had  not  pafTed  before 
fhe  felt  the  inconveniences  of  her  mif- 
take,  if  (he  was  unwilling  to  perceive 
the  miftakc  itfelf. 

<  The  exerciies  of  devotion,  by  being 
too  frequently  repeated,  became  lai^ 
guid  and  unafit:£ling ;  her  mind,  hav- 
ing been  accuftomwl  to  communica- 
tion, ftirunk  under  the  weight  of  it's 
own  fentiments ;  and  every  focceed- 
ing  day  approached  lefs  welcome,  and 
more  feared  than  the  former. 
«  What  ihould  (he  do?  Should  fhe 
return  to  that  world  the  had  for- 
faken  and  dcfpifed  ?  But  a  fenfe  of 
fhamc  and  pride  rofe  in  oppofition  to 
that  thought,  and  ftrangled  it  in  it's 
birth. 

*  In  this  diflatisfied  and  deje^ed  (late, 

*  fh^  rccolle6ted  the  appointment  of  Al- 


phenor't  vifit-— with  joy  Aereeoffed* 
cd  it,  »d  remembered,  with  m  hMtip 
the  difRcuities  flie  hid  ftarted  againft 
it. 

*•  How,*'  faid  (he,  **  fliall  I  cobmI 
tbvt  pleasure  which  I  casnot  bat  fat 
at  the  fight  of  Alphenor?  If  I  ex- 
prefs  my  real  (entimentt  he  wilt  have 
reafbn  to  think  his  prefeftce  of  Some 
confequence  to  mv  happinelss  and 
if  I  receive  his  vifit  with  an  inditf;- 
rence,  equal  to  that  vrith  which  I  re- 
ceived  the  propo&i  of  it,  I  Iball  do: 
violence  to  that  candour  and  iincerity 
of  heart  which  cannot  bear  even  the 
fhadow  of  diflimulatioa .  In  the  for« 
mer  cafe,  I  fbould  appear  a  weak 
and  unfleady  creature  to  Alpbenor; 
in  the  latter,  I  fhould  become  infnp* 
portable  to  myfelf /* 

*  While  die  was  thus  meditating  iii 
what  manner  flie  fhould  receive  her 
friend,  the  time  appointed  for  his  vilit 
was  at  hand.  But  Alphenor  did  not 
appear:  matter  of  everv  key  to  the 
human  heart,  he  knew  tnat  if,  by  de- 
laying  his  vifit  to  Eudocta,  he  gave  it 
the  appearance  of  uncertainty,  that 
uncertainty  would  probably  create  aa 
anxiety  on  her  part,  which  might  not 
be  UNlavourable  to  his  defign. 

'  This  had  the  defired  effea :  day  af- 
ter  day  pafled  away  in  the  fame  fblitm« 
ry  languor,  and  Eudocia  concluded^ 
that  the  many  objedions  fhe  had  made 
to  Alphenor's  vifit  had  detetmincd 
him  at  lafl  to  think  of  it  no  more. 
This  feflectioR  made  her  miferable, 
and  fhe  now  wifhed  for  nothing  fo  ar- 
dently, as  that  the  prefence  of  her 
friend  would  prove  thofe  apprehca- 
fions  vain. 

*  At  length  he  canse.  A  tear  fell 
from  the  eye  of  Eudocia  when  Ihe 
received  him;  he  obferved  it,  and 
knew  that  he  had  now  nothing  more 
to  do,  than  to  reconcile  her  to  herfelf^ 
and  to  enable  her  to  acknowledge  hex 
miflake  without  fhame  or  confiifion* 

*  ThofI:  wants  that  invention  or  elo- 
quence could  Aipply  never  diftref&d 
him  long. 

"  I  hope,  Madam,**  (aid  he,  ««  that 
^*  a  life  of  folitude  has  been  more  com- 
^  fortable  to  you  than  it  has  been  ta 

me."— «  How!"  cried  Eudocia, 
*  has  Alphenor  been  Afilitmre?'* 

*<  Such,  Madam,  I  have  been  ever 
**  fince  I  loft  the  happineft  of  Eudo* 

^  cia*f 
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«  cm*t  e&RwttMon.  It  wat  riwayt 
^  my  ambttioB  to  imitate  her.  <<  SbaU 
<l  file/*  had  h  ^'  ihall  a  woman  have 
**  fertitii4e  to  forfikc  the  wMild*  and 
«*  xetire  to  felttade,  to  pra^ift  the  fu- 
V  hlkaedutieaof  jeiigions  and  (hall  I 
^  not  profit  by  the  example  of  4hat  vir- 
^  toe  I  cannot  butpraife?**— But,  alas, 
<<  Madam!  alas,  Eudocial  Hiall  I 
«  confefs  to  you "* 

**  What  would  Alphenor  confefi  ?** 
»«  That  either  the  mireries  and  the  in  • 
**  conveniences  of  abfolute  folitvde  mu  ft 
*<  be  very  great,  or  that  I  muft  have  an 
*'  uncommon  and  dilgraceful  weaknefs 
**  of  mind)  for  the  time  I  have  thus 
*'  devoted,  I  have  not  fpent  in  happi- 
*'  nefs,  but  in  languor  and  difcon* 
«•  tent." 

<  Eudocia  ihed  another  tear. 

"  How  kind,*'  faid  Alphenor,  «<  thus 
^  to  pity  the  unhappmefs  of  your 
•'frieidr 

**  I  cannot,**  replied  Eudocia,  <*  ac- 
**  cept  of  a  compliment  I  do  not  de- 
"  ferve.  The  tear  you  obfcrvcd  had 
**  fomething  felfifli  in  it.  Alphenor 
*'  can  have  no  weaknefs  that  is  not  tlie 
**  weaknefs  of  human  natures  and, 
«<  could  it  be  any  fatisfaAion  to  him  to 
**  know  that  his  friend  has  been  as  mi- 
'*  (erable  in  a  ftate  of  folitude  as  him- 
**  felf,  his  own  ingenuous  con^flion 
**  might  countenance  her  in  acknow- 
««  leering  it." 


for  ever  from  this  place  and  that  I  am 
forbidden  to  Sot  you,  or  hear  fiom  you 
more. 

What,  what  Ihall  I  do  *  nothing-  ever 
can  repair  this  cruel  lofs-— the  lofs  of  a 
wift,  a  learned,  and  a  virtuous  friend  1 
What  has  the  world  of  equal  worth  !^ 
D^ved,  .for  ever  deprived  of  t^at  pve- 
fence  which  enlivened  with  invariable 
chearfulnefs  and  fenfibility  1— of  that 
€onvei<ation  which  never  failed  to  make 
the  mind  richer,  the  heart  happier— and 
(O  cmel  extenfion  of  refentment!)  of 
that  precious,  that  inftruAive  correfpon* 
dence,  which,  as  it  afforded  me  the  beft 
means  of  cultivating  and  improving 
my  mind,  ou|;ht  to  have  been  confider- 
ed  with  eratitude  by  the  very  peribn 
who  has  rorbidden  it 

But  of  whom,  or  of  what  do  I  pie* 
fume  to  complain  ?  Duty  reftrains  tho 
remonftrances  of  grief,  and  the  expoftu- 
lations  of  forrow.  You  are  not  now 
ignorant  that  the  quarrel  you  dreaded 
has  a6lually  happened,  with  the  bitter- 
eft  recriminations. 

Then,  farewel,  my  beft  and  moft  va- 
luable friend  !— for  ever  to  be  remem  - 
bered  1-»for  ever  to  be  regretted  !  Ac- 
cept of  all  I  can  return  for'  your  inva- 
riable, your  induftrious  kindnefs  1  Moft 
refpefted  of  men!-— moft  efteemed  of 
friends  t  Accept  the  gratitude  of  a  tear, 
and  think  of 

CONSTANTIA* 


For  a  woman  of  my  Conftantia*a 
penetration,  it  would  be  needlefs  to 
tranfcribe  any  more  of  the  above  nar- 
rative i  and  It  will  be  fufficient  to  in- 
form iter,  that  from  the  union  of  Al- 
phenor and  Eudocia,  in  a  diftant  de- 
cent, came 

Thbodosiub. 
LETTER    XVIII. 

CONSTANTIA  TO   THB0D08IUS. 

OH,  Thcodolius !— my  guide ! — my 
friend!— my  inftruftorl  alas!— 
po  more! 

The  tear  fwims  in  my  eye— my 
heart  fwellsj  and  my  hand  trembles 
while  I  tell  you  that  you  are-i-banilhfd 


LETTER    XIX. 

TO  THE0D08IUS. 
PROM  AN  UNKNOWN  HAND. 

TH  E  writer  of  this  letter  is  not  a 
ftranger  to  the  mutual  regard  of 
Theodofius  and  Conftantia.  From  fure 
authority  he  knows,  that  the  hand  of 
that  lady  is,  by  the  appointment  of  her 
father,  in  which,  it  leems,  ftie  has  ac« 
quiefced,  within  two  days  to  be  given 
to  another.  Theodofius  will  make 
what  ufe  he  thinks  proper  of  this  infor- 
mation, and  conclude,  that  he  receives 
it  from 

AFftlBKD. 


£«      LETTER 


36 


THEODOSIU8    AND    C0N8TANTIA. 


LETTER    XX*. 


TBB0D08IUS   TO   C0N8TANTIA. 

THE  thought  of  my  Con(biitia» 
which  has  for  Tome  time  betn  ny 
only  happineffy  is  now  become  a  great- 


er torment  to  tat  than  I  am  able  W 
bear.  Muft  I  then  live  to  fee  you  ano*- 
ther's  ?— Death  is  in  the  thought ;  aftd» 
indeed)  life  itfelf  is  now  become  a  bur* 
den  to  me.  May  ydu  long  be  happy 
in  the  world  I  but  foi;gfrt  that  there  was 
ever  fuch  a  man  in  it  as 

Thbooosivs. 


*  This  letter,  which,  with  fome  little  Tariat^oasy  is  recorded  by  the  SpeAator* 
No.  X64,  concludes  the  CorrefpoBdence  of  Thcodoiius  and  Conftandaj  from  their  Hr^ 
acquaintance  to  the  departure  of  Theodofius* 
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LETTER    I. 


TBBODOSIUS     TO  C0N6TANTIA. 


HE  efforts  which  a  mind 
trouble  makes  to  regain 


Bin, ^ 
it's  loft  peace,  like  thofe 
glances  of  the  fun  that 
Snigffle  through  oppofing 
clouds,  are  delightful  to 
9I]  beholders.  When  my  Conftantia 
f«re  above  that  gloom  of  forrow,  which 
her  too  apprehenfive  heart  had  thrown 
around  her ;  when  I  faw  her  eye  bright- 
en, and  her  elegant  but  dejeded  features 
aflame  the  beautiful  form  in  which  Na- 
ture bad  moulded  them  ^  I  fliould  have 
felt  the  pleafure  of  a  chriftian^  had  I 
|iot  once  been  Theodolius. 

Amiable  mourner  t  let  us  now  forget 
the  name  which  you  have  To  long  re- 
nembered  with  anguifli,  and  which 
vou  could  not  pronounce  without  trem- 
bling, when  you  aife£tingly  told  Theo- 
doiius  that  you  believed  him  to  be  no 
jDore.  I  wept,  my  Conftantia ;  but  my 
concern  arole  not  from  a  fenfe  of  your 
^ilt,  but  of  your  fuiFerings.  Thofe 
tears,  indeed,  fell  from  the  eyes  of 
Theodofius,  and  in  them  the  confefTor 
had  no  part.  The  powers  of  memory 
9ad  rtmion  were,  in  one  moment. 


prefented  with  every  fcene  of  diftreA 
and  tendernefs  which  our  unhappy  loves 
had  produced.  And  when  I  confideied 
myfelf  as  the  unfortunate  caufe  of  your 
long,  your  unmerited  fuffcrings,  I  felt, 
in  one  painful  minute,  what  Conftantia 
had  endured  for  years.  Perhaps,  too;, 
vour  unc(jualled  fidelity  and  unaltered 
love,  while  they  flattered  my  heart, 
brought  it  back  a  monoent  to  the  world. 
But  my  guardian  fpirit  whifpered  m« 
that  I  h$id  made  a  higher  choice,  and 
reminded  me  that  the  duties  I  owed  you 
were  thofe  of  a  fpi ritual  diredlor,  from  , 
whom  you  were  to  receive  confolation 
and  inftru^lion.  But,  before  I  proceed 
to  the  farther  difcharge  of  thofe  duties, 
let  me  intreat  you  to  foi^ivc-— forgive 
me,  fuffering  innocence,  for  being  the 
unhappy,  though  involuntary  inftrument 
of  your  many  miferies  I — Five  unchear- 
ful  years,  my  Conltantia!  how  has 
your  gentle  heart  fupported  itfelf  diu-ing 
that  melancholv  pcnoi*  >  How  has  it  fu- 
ftaincd  thole  ciuel  npprehenfipns  which, 
in  conffffion  Hiook  your  frame  ?  The 
refleilion  of  what  you  mult  have  en- 
dured for  me,  as  it  then  wrung  my 
foul  with  anguiOi,  yet  clouds  it  witn 
forrow,  and  has  power  to  didurb  the  ie- 
reniiy  of  a  mind,  which  I  truft  hath 
been  vifiied  by  the  peace  of  God. 

,  5«t 
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But  I  fliould  be  ftill  more  difconfo- 
late^  were  I  not  well  aflbred  that  your 
prefent  happinefs  will  be  in  proportion 
Co  your  former  rufFeringSy  and  that  the 
difficult  ways  through  which  you  walk- 
ed have  at  laft  conveyed  you  to  the 
manfions  of  peace. 

Such,  Conftantia,  is  the  lot  of  hu- 
man life.  The  road  to  happinefs  is 
feldom  ftrewcd  with  flowers:  nor,  per- 
haps, ought  it  to  be  fo;  as  we  (hould, 
in  that  cafe,  be  inclined  to  take  our 
fajfage  for  our  port,  and  while  we  en- 
joyed the  manna,  we  might  negled  tlie 
promifed  land. 

I  am,  however,  of  a  different  opi- 
nion from  moft  men,  with  regard  to 
moral  and  natural  evils.  Tbey  derive 
them  from  the  hand  of  Providence,  and 
charge  the  confequences  of  human  paf- 
fions,  follies,  and  vices,  upon  the  Di- 
vine adminillration.  Would  this  be 
proper  for  a  perfon  who  was  labouring 
under  difeafes  that  are  the  natural  and 
inevitable  effcfls  of  intemperance  ?  Can 
fhofejpains  which  the  fufferer  has  con- 
fcioufly  and  voluntarily  brought  upon 
himfelf,  be  deemed  the  vifitation  of 
God  ?  Would  not  this  be  to  charge 
Gifd  fooliftfly  f  And  if  this  were  admit- 
ted, with  what  pi^riety  could  we  fay 
of  that  Divine  feeing,  that  he  does  not 
nMtUingly  affli&  his  creatures?  With 
regard  to  this  do^b'ine,  my  Conftantia, 
tt  is  of  confequcnce  that  you  fhould  be 
rightly  informed, 'becaiifc_/roJW  mlftaken 
apfrehenjions  of  Pro*vidence  proceed  al- 
moft  all  the  errors  of  religious  f cut b. 
But  moft  dangerous  to  ourfelves,  and 
moft  injurious  to  the  Deity,  are  thofe 
opinions  which  magnify  his  defpotifm 
at  the  expence  ot  his  benevolence. 
Hearken  pot  to  fuch  opinions.  Con- 
^antia :  God  pannot  be  the  miniftcr  of 
fvil. 

Our  fufferings,  natural  and  moral, 
pre  the  confequcnce  of  that  freedom  of 
yrill,  vvhich  is  the  very  cflence  of  our 
moral  powers,  and  without  which  we 
ihould  be  mere  machines,  ipcapable  of 
all  virtue.  There  arc,  indeed,  fome 
iiiitural  evils,  which  to  incur  or  avoid 
depends  not  on  ourfelves,  becaufe 
^bcy  come  not  within  the  aconomy  of 
^eafon.  But  of  thefe  we  partake  only 
in  common  with  mankind  ;  and  as  in 
the  difpenfation  of  fome  of  them  we 
^an  perceive  that  Providence  had  wife 
•^Wid  gracious  purpofcs,  fo  v^re  may  fairly 
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infer  that  tkofe  wbofe  final  caules  we 
cannot  apprehtnd,  have  their  origin  Jo 
the  fame  univerfal  benevolence. 

It  is,  I  think,  generally  underftoodt 
as  a  dodbrine  founded  upon  rerelation, 
that  there  are  fuch  things  as  divine  in- 
fii6lions  even  in  this  life.  No  doubt 
there  mcy  be  fuch,  and  there  mey  he  fea* 
fons  obvious  to  ^e  eye  of  Providence» 
when  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  affli£M« 
We  may  he  fummoned  by  calamity  from 
the  purfuit  of  pleafure  \  and  though  we 
cannot  perceive  the  hand,  the  writing 
may  he  divine. 

But  I  believe  (hat  fbis  inteipofitioB  tC 
the  Supreme  Power  is  very  rare.  Nay, 
I  will  own  to  my  Conftantia,  that  my 
faith  in  this  do^rine  is,  at  beft,  but 
diabolical  j  for  while  I  helieve  I  trem* 
hie.  Will  God  do  evil  that  good  may 
come  ?  Is  it  neceifary }  Can  Almighty 
Power  be  limited  to  the  ufeof  means  ^ 

I  will,  moreover,  warn  you  of  the  evils 
that  may  be  derived  from  this  do^bine. 
It  may  prompt  us  to  vain  comparifons 
and  uncharitable  coiiftruftions :  when 
we  behold  the  calamities  of  others,  we 
may  be  inclined  to  trace  the  finger  of 
God  where  it  has  not  been ;  -and  when 
we  tacitly  refer  to  our  own  condition, 
we  may  impute  ourexeniption  from-eviJ 
to  that  integrity  whereof  vre  ought  not 
to  boaft. 

Under  the  Mofaical  dilpenfatioii,  pi:e* 
fent  inflictions  were  more  vifibk,  h^- 
caufe  more  necdfary :  for  what  other  re* 
ftraint  was  there  upon  the  moral  a£lbM)a 
of  mankind  ?  Wben  the  J;reat  fandions 
of  Chriftianity  were  fet  forth,  tfcofc  re- 
ftraints  became  inconfiderable,  and  were 
totally  abforbed  in  the  interefts  of  the  ' 
new  fyftem .  Old  things  fetffed  irtvoy  ? 
Behoia!  ail  things  hecasme  nezv. 

But  tjue  are  too  ap  to  mix  our  rtU" 
gioTiy  and  to  incorporate  the  divinity  tf 
the  Old  Teflament  <withtbat  of  the  tfrw. 
The  moral  law,  indeed,  fttU  remains  in 
force,  becaufe  it's  tendency  was  ever- 
lafling ;  but  when  God  faw  fit  to  enter 
into  a  new  covenant  with  man,  the  dif- 
penfationsof  his  providence  were  alter- 
ed, and  made  agreeable  to  it.  Thus, 
though  under  the  old  law  it  might  be ne- 
ceflary  for  the  Divine  Power  to  cbafttm 
nvhom  be  loved^  yet  that  meafure  coukf 
be  no  longer  expedient,  when  the  •hopca 
and  fears  of  mankind  were  appealed  tQ 
by  the  fanftions  of  immortality. 

It  is  of  ^reat  imporunce  to  yoo^ 
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€oAftaBtia»  tofoffmariglitideaof  tow 
CicataTt  suid  to  ktww  m  nvkomjm  bmnf 
ktBtved,  To  afiift  700  in  thit  refpcfty 
mil  be  one  of  the  firft  endeayours  of 
FadMr 

Francis. 


LETTER    II. 

COHSTAHTIA   TO   TKBODOSIUS. 

MY  fonowt  for  Theodofiut are  no 
more}  he  livet»  and  Conftantia 
it  happy.  If  you  would  not  have  me 
lemember  my  rufferingt,  for^  them 
yonrfelf  I  for  nothing  now  could  make 
the  reflexion  of  them  painfnl  to  me  but 
their  affeding  my  revered  father. 

Gracious  Providence  I  and  have  I  at 
length  found  a  father?  Hat  Heaven 
granted  v^bat  Nature  refuicd  ?  She  gave 
me,  indeed,  a  father;  bathe  forgot  the 
name  \  or,  he  remembered  the  name  and 
the  auth<mty,  but  forgot  the  duties  of 
die  alliance.  Do  I  err  ?  Then  inftru6l 
me,  my  holy  ruide }  inftruft  me  to  re- 
vere the  man  vmo  baniflied  Theodofiut, 
and  imbittered,  without  cauJc,  the  mo- 
ments of  her  whom  he  had  brought  into 
being.  Bot  I  will  revere  him,  for  he 
was  kind  at  laft,  and  permitted  me  to 
fctire  to  this  afylum  of  peace.  What- 
ever were  his  motives,  I  will  revere  him} 
for  have  I  not  here  found  the  only  com- 
fort I  was  capable  of?  Am  I  not  fure 
that  TheodoTius  lives?  Without  that 
conviAion  (I  own  my  weakneft)  I  (hould 
have  been  unhappy  within  thefe  holy 
walls.  The  exerctfes  of  devotion  i 
purfued  with  equal  afliduity  before  I  en- 
tered upon  the  conventual]  ifes  but  my 
prayers  were  the  heavy  facrifices  of  for- 
row  and  contrition.  I  was  alike  a 
ftranger  to  the  ferenity  of  peace,  and  to 
the  comfort  of  hope.  It  was  not  in  the 
power  of  confcious  penitence  to  fet  my 
heart  at  eafe,  whenever  the  painful 
thought  prefented  itfelf,  that  my  cow- 
ardly acquiefcence  in  the  wUl  of  a  father 
had  been  death  to  the  moft  valuable  and 
moft  amiable  of  men.  Pitying  Heaven 
has  at  length  undeceived  me,  and  at  once 
reftored  to  my  eyes  thofe  dear  lamented 
fugitives,  Theodofius  and  Happinefs; 
both  changed,  indeed,  but  both  improv- 
ed bv  the  change.  The  pleafure  I  en- 
joyed in  the  company  of  the  elegant  and 
lively  Theodofiusi  was  gay,  fprightly, 


and  animated,  like  btmieif:  with  him 
it  departed  and  returned )  and  my  heart 
was  alternately  delighted  and  depiefled. 
Very  different  is  the  fatisfadion  I  now 
feel :  it  is  ferene  and  peaceful,  like 
Father  Francit.  My  mind  is  coUeAed* 
and  my  fpirits  are  repofed.  No  longer 
agitated  with  the  anxieties  and  impati- 
ence of  hopes  that  terminate  here ;  my 
eye  is  fixed  on  that  diftant,  tnvariabM 
objeft  of  happineft,  on  which  time  or 
chance  can  have  no  influence. 

Ye  holy  retreats !  ye  venerable  ailes ! 
do  I  owe  this  peace  to  you  f  No,  not  to 
you  :  for  methinlcs  I  have  feen  in  yovr 
regions  the  gloom  of  difcontent.  Is  it 
not,  my  pious  Father,  from  a  quiet 
conic ience  that  I  derive  this  repofe  ?  I 
fliould  not,  indeed,  have  felt  it  before 
I  entered  this  convent,  bot  I  ihould  not 
then  have  known  that  Theodoilus  was 
ftill  in  being. 

00  not  think,  however,  that  I  rejoice 
not  in  my  fituation.  I  do  rejoice  in  it : 
but  my  py  arifes,  as  I  apprehend,  from 
a  difburdenedmind.  The  fudden  change 
from  painful  apprehenfion  to  the  cer« 
tainty  of  confirmed  wilhes,  was  attend- 
ed with  a  tranfport,  the  efFe^s  of  which 
I  ftill  feel.  But  will  not  thefe  effoaa 
laft  ?  Surely  they  will.  O  my  firiend  I 
what  tears  of  joy  have  I  (hed  over  that 
firft  welcome  letter,  which  informed  me 
that  Tbeodofius  <was  JiiU  alive  f 

But  do  I  not  forget  that  I  am  ad - 
drefling  myfelf  to  the  venerable  Francis? 
Pardon  me  t  I  had  indeed  forgot,  till 
on  ]ie-penifing  that  ever-dear  letter,  I 
beheld  the  holy  name  at  the  bottom. 
Yes,  delightful  letter!  fweet  meflenger 
of  peace  t  Thou  informeft  me  that  I  rouft 
confider  Theodofius  ftill  as  dead.  Ha! 
dead,  didft  thou  fay  ?  Theodofius  is  ftill 
alive.  Did  It  not  thou  fay  that,  too  ? 
Equivocating  letter!  be  gone  into  my 
bofom;  but  prefume  not  thin  to  fay 
that  Theodofius  is  dead. 

Heavens !  what  rambling  is  this  ? 
Whither  has  my  unguided  pen  betrayed 
me !  Once  more  forgive  me,  my  levered 
father. 

1  thank  you  for  the  comfort,  as  well 
as  for  the  information  which  your  laft 
letter  afforded  me.  You  have  placed 
the  Eternal  Providence  in  a  light  the 
moft  amiable  and  new,  at  leaft  to  roe. 
I  had  always,  hitherto,  looked  upon 
that  power  as  the  inflifter  of  temporary 
evils,  and  confidered  both  private  and 
publick  calamities  as  his  judgments. 

But 
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But  fou  hive  now  made  me  of  a  diffic- 
iCDt  opinion ;  and  I  entirely  agree  with 
you,  that  temporary  rewards  and  pu- 
toiflimeBts  are  Aiperfededby  the  faD^ttons 
of  the  Chriftian  religion .  Nevcrthelefs, 
I  am  flill  of  opinion,  that  God  may  oc* 
cafionally  interpofe,  by  the  infliAzon  of 
€?il,  to  fave  a  wretch  who  is  thonght- 
iefsly  or  obiiinately  hading  to  deftruc- 
tion;  but,  with  you,  1  apprehend  that 
fachdifpeBfations  ai-e  very  rare,  and  am» 
for  the  reafons  you  mention,  almoii  a* 
Ibttd  to  believe  them. 

One  thought,  however,  occurs  to  me 
tm  this  occaSon,  which  1  ihall  take  the 
liberty  to  mention,  in  con&quenee  of 
the  invitation  you  have  given  me  to  ex- 
prefs  my  fentiments  without  referve. 

We  are  fo  entirely  diflFerent  in  oar 
powers  and  paiTions,  and  the  circum* 
nances  of  fm  and  temptation  are  fo  ex- 
tremely various,  th:it  though  the  Al- 
mighty might  in  general  leave  it  to  the 
fandions  of  religion  alone  to  influence 
the  aftionjof  men,  yet  polllbly  he  might 
(lb  to  term  it)  rtleive  a  discretionary 
power,  to. bring  proper  obje^ls  by  afflic- 
tions to  their  duty. 

But  though  the  Creator  of  the  univerfe 
can  in  no  feni'c  be  the  author  of  evil,  it 
cannot  be  doubud,  I  apprehend,  that 
he  may  and  frequently  does  bring  good 
«ot  of  evil.  Of  this  the  Itory  of  Jolcph 
is,  in  all  if  s  circumlUncts,  a  reiiiiirk: 
able  proofs  I  cannot  iuppofc,  neither 
would  you  have  me  believe,  thnt  (Sod 
infpired  the  brethren  of  Jofeph  with  en- 
.vy,  that  they  might  (ell  him  into  Egypt? 
yet,  what  gloiious  advantages  did  the 
Almighty  Providence  bring  out  of  that 
event  I 

And  has  he  not,  (for  he  regr.rds  tl>c 
humbiell  of  his  crtatuies)  h^tihenot 
for  me  turned  the  p.^th  of  ibrrow  tcN 
wards  the  harbour  of  ptace?  I  will  be- 
lieve it,  leii  I  ihould  prove  ungrateful. 
Pray  for  mc,  and  inltru^t  me.     Adieu  I 

Constancy. 


LETTER    IIL 

THE0D0SIU6    TO    CONSTANTIA. 

GOOD   fcnfe,    Conftantia,   makes 
better  comments  than  learning  ; 
and  I  find  that  to  prupolb  my  opinions  to 
yon  wiii  be  of  advantHge  to  myfcl' . 
But  do  you  not  ^rr,  my  aniiabie 


friend,  and  is  there  not  fcone  acnttoiif- 
in  your  language,  when  you  fpeak  df 
your  natural  f;^er?  It  muft  not  be. 
The  duties  of  parents  and  childEtn  an 
indeed  recipro<;al :  but  the  unnatural  pa<« 
rent  cannot  acquit  the  child  of  it^s  du- 
ty, any  more  than  the  undutiful  child 
can  acquit  the  parent  of  his  natural  obli- 
gations. Both  thefe,  however,  are  to 
be  underftood  as  fecondary  to  the  great 
duties  we  owe  ourfelves.  A  child  ought 
no  more  to  embrace  mifery  than  vice» 
to  oblige  a  parent ;  and  a  parent  is  un- 
der.no  obligation  to  forfeit  nis  own  hap- 
pinefs  for  the  gratification  of  a  child. 
But,  under  all  circumiiances,  that  re- 
fpe^  which  is  due  to  a  parent  ftiU  fubftftt | 
and  when  Conftantia  reie6ls  on  this, 
ilie  cannot  withold  that  refped.  Pity 
your  fatheri  Conftantia  j  pray  for  your 
father.  If  the  god  rf  tSU ,  nmrld  bmth 
blifided  his  eyes^  fervently  pray  for  him 
in  the  words  of  $aint  David  :  <  O  God, 
^  lighten  lua  eyes,  that  he  ileep  not  tho 
*'  fleep  of  death  V  He  bears  no  uacotn- 
mon  marks  of  guilt  or  infamy:  hit 
foible  is  the  love  of  money )  a  pafTioti 
which  of  all  others  is  the  moft  diftcull 
to  guard  ag^inft,  becaufe  it  incrcafe^ 
by  imperceptible  degrees;  and  when 
it  has  once  got  entire  poifeirron  of  tiie 
heart,  I  believe  there  is  no  remedy  for 
it.  Many  liberal  men  have  become  oo* 
vetous,  but  I  never  knew  one  covetous 
man  who  became  liberal :  fo  eafy  is  it, 
in  every  iniiance,  to  deviate  from  virtue 
to  vice;  and  fo  hard,  in  that  particular 
cafe,  to  rii'e  from  vice  to  virtue.  Let  ua 
then  confider  your  father  rather  as  aa 
objc(6l  of  companion,  and  by  no  means 
foiget  to  offer  up  our  prayers  for  him* 
V^  ho  knows  whether  Heaven  may  not 
lillen  to  the  voice  of  Aipplicating  inno- 
cence, and  be  overcome  by  the  intrea- 
ties  of  filial  piety  >  Would  it  not  throw 
a  new  glory  around  the  brows  of  Con- 
ftantia ftiould  her  father  be  reftored  to 
virtue  by  her  prayers  ? 

You  are  in  the  right,  Conftantia,  to 
afcribe  your  prefent  happinefs  to  peace 
of  conicience  \  for  that  is  the  founda- 
tion of  all  moral  and  religious  comfort; 
Without  that,  the  hallowed  walls  of  % 
cloilkr  would  be  hung  with  horrors. 
and  the  (bloomy  retreats  of  a  convent 
would  adminitter  melancholy  to  the 
mind.  It  is  that  alone  which  gives  fe- 
renity  to  our  devotion,  and  enables  u# 
properly  to  communicate  with  God« 
it  is  that  v^bich  the  apoftle  of  the  Gcn* 

tilcs. 
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I?]m,  in  his  Second  Letter  to  the  converu 
of  Corinth  and  other  pai  tt  of  Ach»ia, 
offJered  to  their  confidcration,  to  take  off 
that  corcein  i^nd  ibiruw  which  they 
muft  havt  i'elt  foi  the  perlccutiont  which 
he  and  ihc  rclt  of  his  fellow-blx.iurcrs 
had  uRiicrgonc  in  their  tr.ivels  through 
Afia.  The  confidence  of  the  coni'ciout 
mind,  he  informs  them,  in  tvery  y.un- 
■ful,  cveiy  trying  calamity,  had  (till 
fupported  ihem.     *  Nay,'  continues  he, 

*  wc  can  even  rejoice  in  our  diilrefll's, 

*  and  our  rejoicing  is  ibis,  the  tejlimony 

*  of  our  cottfcience/ 

If  we  ihould  enquire  into  the  deGgn 
of  Providence  in  thus  furniflnng  us 
with  this  filent  inl'peflor,  wc  Ihould  find, 
that  in  this  c^ire,  asweil  as  in  all  otlicrs, 
•ur  God  has  afted  from  the  didntcs  of 
infinite  goodnefs.  Had  we  been  viih- 
out  this  ever-aclive  cenibr,  what  would 
have  been  the  conltqucnce  ?  loo  apt  we 
Are,  even  now,  to  flight  the  admonitions 
•f  it,  and  (houtd  wcuot  itiil  mure  eaiily 
have  fallen  a  prev  to  t;rmptiii'jn,  h;iJ 
there  been  no  internal  munitoi  to  ini'oi  m 
us  that  *  this  lluu'.l  not  be  done?* 
Would  not  vice  have  i\>m\d  many  more 
votaries,  when  no  met^ting  remonlii  .nncc 
chtcked  it,  and  no  painful  rcJlt^ion 
fol'.owed?  It  if  eviJtnt,  tlien,  ihatcon- 
fcience  was  ttutionca  in  tlic  human  mind 
by  the  Giotr  of  all^ood ^tjh  j  nml  that, 
fi^  the  Hid  of  viituc,  an-l  for  the  fup- 
p'»irof  ie;if-)n,  //  came  Jcjunjrom  the 
Fciker  of  ligltJ.  is  not  this,  Conibn- 
tia,  our  giiuiiiinu  augv.'i,  wJiowdiiSus 
agjjnft  the  n:olt  d-mj-ious  of  all  enc- 
mtcs,  the  enemies  of  ouilalvalion  ?  Ry 
this  friL-ndly  fpy  wj  are  informed  of, 
and  even  fu.cile,  th^-ir  attacks ;  and 
happy  it  is  fji  us  thit  we  arc  riuis 
aifllled.  The  ir>(inujtions  of  v:cc»  af- 
ter all,  are  too  often  fuccei'sfui,  anu  her 
arts  prevail  agAiult  the  force  ot  con- 
vi^ion.  Nor,  in.itcd,  Oionid  wc  con- 
fiJci'  all  the  iiratugems  Oic  makes  ufc 
of,  would  there  be  any  room  to  wonder 
ftt  her  fucceis.  Docs  die  not  aflume  tne 
ch^ra^lers  of  pleafvMe,  knowledge,  vir- 
tue; nayj  and  of  reli;;ion  too:  lier 
great  pittron  bemg  confcious  th  \t  h» 
thai]  be  molt  fiicccisful  in  Iks  works  of 
darknefs,  when  he  ^Humes  i<ie  ap^^er^r- 
iince  of  an  angei  of  light  ?  Dq;!>  not 
the  moli  pro(bgite  liccntioui'ncli  cail 
it£rif  Plealure  ?  Dots  not  mole  figliied 
inti Jelity  cl.iim  the  titles  of  Knowitdge 
ikod  Philofophy  ^  flas  notKriieion  l>ecn 
Hflerted  by  blo«'i  thir^  Zc-d.     And 


has  not  fanatick  ^ypocrify  likewtft  «l^ 
fumed  her  banner,  and  lifted  up.  he# 
voice  in  the  ftrccts  i  Oconfcien^ !  thoo 
1  acted  guardian  of  rational  vir.ue  and 
rclig  ous  truth,  let  loofe  thy  vengesnc* 
u^n  thefe  roondeis;  thefe  pdisof  ib^ 
ciety,  and  cmifi.irics  of  vice  !  .   - 

Do  not  you  perceive,  my  Conftaiu 
tia,  in  this  difpenfation  of  Providence^ 
the  perfection  of  wifdom  and  goodnefsi 
There  are  a  thoufand  vices,  a  thjufand 
enormities,  which  h^^e  nothing  to  fear 
from  any  hum^n  tribunal,  butarecheelc^ 
ed  and  retrained  by  this  mentaijudgr. 

That  peace  which  you  imputed.to  a 
di(burdened  mind^  led  me  naturaH)t;intb 
thefe  fcntimctits.  '  Will  that  pcace^ 
y.m  alk,  *  coniinuc?'  Doubt  not  th.it 
it  will.  It  IS  that  peace  ivhich  the 
I'jorU  cafinot  give  \  ;ind  which,  there - 
fi-if,  tlic  world  c;mr.ut  take  awjy. 
Tlut  hr^ppineft  w);ich  i$  dcriVed  from 
a  pkrifmg  corcurrencc  of  earthly  events^ 
wiil  vanifti  when.  Forjtunc  ceyeicc  her 
wheel;  i!ic-  f.iu\t  chancr  which  reared 
tlic  biittlc  f;>biidk  of  felicity  ma/  ^e* 
molith  it  in  a  moment  j  but  the  \x\\%i' 
ous  utisfadlior},  if  rightly  foundeil| 
cannot  be  uvcrthrovn.  i  ,     .  •;    .,» 

I  .im  well  aHlired,  ConilaBiia,r  timt 
you  will  find  your  luppineis-inctcftffd 
by  the  lepepted  exeicius  of  devucioni 
It  U  irnpcriilsk'  th.ii  the  intercuurrcMtt 
have  wft)i  Infiuitc  Oootincfs  thould  not 
be  attended  witli  pr<. lent  advantages.    .1 

liui  ever  let  it  be  your  care*  mv  arri* 
a!)!f  fi  itnd,  that  your  devotion  beta* 
tional  aiiii  krcnc.  Let  it  nor  ii!e  upon 
the  wini,s  ui  pilTion,  lv.it  be  olfcjc.l  up 
Willi  a  f;ii).lued  and  difpuTtcmaic  decen- 
cy. Ltt  ycur  mind  be  clear  arid  com* 
poJ'ed  wiitn  you  auMrtrfs  youiicif  to 
your  God,  kit  by  any  mtans  you  fhoutd 
rpt-ik  uHrtdvilcdly  lo  tlie  Father  of  wiU 
dom . 

\Vonc!er  not,  if  I  tell  you  that  all 
your  padlons  Hiould  not  be  abforbed  in 
ht:aven.  Rational  devotion  is  not  found- 
ed in  the  glowing  ardours  of  human 
fenfibility  j  ibe  moic  it  partakes  of  tlitfif» 
the  more  ie:note  it  will  be  from  that 
fpiritua^  and  inteile^uai  wor/hip  which 
js  pj^id  to  the  F<»thtr  of  lights  by  fupehor 
nar\!rcs.  The  adoration  of  pafliop  is 
biind  and  impulfive  ;  that  of  le.tfon  is 
clear  and  in:clligent.  By  this  wor.'hip 
the  Deity  is  rationally  honoured,  by 
that  he  is  implicitly  adoreti. 

For  thcic  reafons^  Conilanliri,  I  would 

not  rtconimefld  to  jrgu  ihofe  books  of 

F  flaming 
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-fciadkllie  heart,  confvie  the  bead^  and 
turn  fgher  piety  into  wild  cathufiaiiB. 
If  tha  avthora  of  foch  books  flaoaitt  to 
ibrvc  veUglon,  they  wart  miftakeo}  for 
true  piety  ^fhx^  as  moeb  lioa»fucb 
cnthuiiaftick  ravinn,  aa  the  chearful 
tmpar  of  ftrana  haaitbfimB  the  dtUri- 
tfoawildnefaof  aftrer.  G9d  is  ajpiritf 
iHMf  tb4^  tluu  tuoorftip  him  m^/l  twor* 
fidp  him  tM^irit  and  s»  truth.  What* 
aver  is  fpintual  it  diibaiBenafetk  Sacb 
h  Ood  hWcift  and  tack  ought  la  ha 
Iba  worlhip  we  oScr  him* 

Adieut  my  Coaftantiaf  May  God 
Jcaip  you  in  bit  piottftioiit  and  an- 
lifiiM,yon  hf  bb  pace, 

Francis. 


IBTTXR    IV. 

eeHtTMITIA  TO  THBOPOSIVt* 

TIIE0D08IUS  b  not  dead. 
ThspoKie  Tbeadofiua  (till  h*vct  in 
Sbe  venerable  Fnneia.  Wbcs  I  leceiv* 
cd  yoar  bft  leiltr»  wy  hand  tvembfed, 
and  my  heart  fluronb.  £vcnr  idle,  eve- 
ty  wildCTpwflaay  Mrry  effuiionjof  vain 
imagtBatioa  and  vncorreAed  paflion» 
dMt  bad  droppad  from  my  pen  when  I 
arrofe  to  yosu  roft  up  and  reproached 
me  before  yoirical  was  broken.  Whik 
I  read  the  &tk  paigd  of  your  fetter,  I 
fraqvently  took  my  eye  from  the  paper, 
and  endeavovved  to  recollefi  the  contents 
of  my  own.  With  fear  and  apprebenfion 
I  proceeded  from  line  to  Uite ;  but  when 
1  found  that  you  had  overlooked  manv 
of  my  foibles,  and  touched  thei«ft  witn 
So  dehcate,  fo  indulgent  »hand>- O  my 
paternal  frii^d!  what  floods  of  tender 
ibrrow  fell  from  the  eves  of  your  Con* 
ftantta  I  Surely,  the  kindneA  of  thofe 
whom  wt  revere,  and  are  confcious  of 
having  ofibvded,  is  more  cmel  than  their 
leverity  could  be.  The  heart  would  op- 
jMeitttlf  again  ft  fevere  treatment,  and 
eall  i»  pride  to  it*s  aid :  but  a^iilft  the 
force  of  kindnefs  there  itno  (hxeld. 

In  what  an  amiable  li|jht  do  you  re- 
Xpefent  that  Goodnefs  wlScb  brought  us 
uito  being  I  Cofilcience  was  undoubt- 
edly one  of  his  gracious  gifts.  That 
i£bHd  itirpe£b>r,  whofe  fuggeftions  £> 
lately  gave  me  pain,  is  now  the  princi* 
pbl  author  of  my  bappinefs  ;  and  I  find 
that  cOnicience  is  not  more  fieveie  as  ais 


catmy, tbaakiiidaaafiritmL  Waait 
sot  ttiit  that  fvpportad  the  MSettr  of 
Uast  and  was  be  not  animaled  by  the 
forage  of  CoBfcieDOi»  when  be  wiflied 
that  man  might  be  permitted  t9  pbad 
bis  taupi  ifUtbG^d*  li  I  am  miftaken, 
correft  mt  i  my  grndtf  my  fatber»  and 
my  friend ! 

COVSTAKCS. 


t  E  T  T  B  R      V. 

THBOOOSrut  TO  COITSTANTlA. 

I  Am  pleaied  wrtb  your  refosencc  fm 
the  book  of  Job,  as  it  elves  me  a» 
ejppoftuntty  to  tell  yo«  with  what  de- 
light I  have  always  read  that  beaotiM 
dramatick  poem.  The  ingenioot  au- 
thor of  it  bad  ftcrifecd  to  truth  aad 
nature*  Hit  charader  of  the  piosa 
fotferer,  however  exalted*  is  not  ex* 
aggeiated  by  any  unnatural  ftrokea. 
While  he  is  not  permitted  to  fall  into 
impious  excianaotion  againft  the  decreet 
of  Providence^  be  complains  of  hi  a 
diftiefs  with  the  ftniibility.of  a  man  t^ 
whom  nuearifvmi  nigjkt  wen  apfoimt^ 
id.  Hence  the  aflUaed  patriarch  Ibme- 
times  alarms  us  with  paffionata  wi#iea 
for  desthy  and  femctimes  awdce»s  otir 
compaffioa  with  aiefiing  figbs  for  bta 
former  bappinefs. 

In  the  paflagc  you  have  irlerrad  ^to^ 
we  are  preienred  with  another  torn  of 
mind.  <  I  am  fenfiblc,*  (ays  he,  '  <if 
the  innocence  of  my  liw.  I  have 
done  no  wrong,  neither  has  any  vio- 
lence been  found  in  my  hands}  and 
yet  my  foce  is  deformed  vrith  vreep- 
mg»  and  the  ibadow  of  death  fvownt 
opon  my  eye -brows.  Yet,  thus  cir- 
cumftanced,  and  thus  innocent,  my 
prayer  furely  may  be  heard.  Bdiold* 
evetk  now  my  witnels  is  in  HeavcBy 
and  my  Advccati)  it  in  the  realms  of  the 
hifi;he(t.  My  frieads  contmoally  de- 
ride me  }  but  my  teara  plead  filentty 
with  Ood.  O  that  a  man  might  plead 
his  caufe  with  God|  even  as  the  iba 
of  man  pleadeth  the  canie  of  bit 
friend  t*  In  another  of  hit  fpeecbetf 
there  it  a  paflage  much  to  the  fame  pnr- 
pofe.  O  that  I  knjn»  nvterit  I  m^hi 
find  him,  thai  I  might  comi^even  t9  hit 
feat  J  I  wi»uld  9rder  my  cetufe  heftn 
him! 
There  it  ao  doubti-  Conftaaiiaj  that 
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la  dkft  tetinailB  the  pttfriiivli  ivat 
aniaialnl  bjr  the  Gdkm  pf  eoAftirace* 
Ami  then  »  not  t  pame  in  hit  whole 
torj  that  is  fhraght  with  more  impor* 
CMt  iaftniftion  s  for  it  anf  teach  jm 
that,  uaderaUthccvcvfiiftanoeeof  h«- 
man  calaniity»  o«r  only  refuge  if  in  the 
Eternal  Providence }  and  that  our  peace 
ooft  be  derived  from  that  approring 
conicience  which  may  enoonrage  nt  to 
refer  our  cauie  to  Uod,  From  what 
other  fource  can  we»  in  Aich  circom* 
ftancesy  look  for  happiaefsf  Dependent 
beings  have  it  not  lo  beiow.  Were 
nun  in  hie  Ibeial  natufe  a  more  exalted 
crentnre,  the  difpenfation  of  peace  would 
«oc  be  in  hit  power.  He  could  not  le- 
nove  finmiccliert  thofe  evils  to  which  he 
itooid  h<mfelf  be  expoied,  nor  bright- 
en the  prolpe^s  of  fururity,  whither  bit 
infliienee  cannot  reach. 

Man,  at  being  circvmicribed  in  hit 
nature,  and  (Vibje£l  to  events  which  he 
cannot  command,  mud,  if  left  to  him- 
Iclf,  flttfkuate  in  oncenainty,  and  drug- 
gle  with  diiappoiutmeot  j  he,  thecefore, 
that  would  nope  with  confidence,  and 
enjoy  with  (ecurity,  muft  have  a  refonrce 
which  time  and  chance  cannot  eH^. 
This  can  only  be  in  that  indejpendcnt 
Being,  in  whofe  tiandt  are  tbe  ijiut  tf 
Ufe  and  diath. 

Shall  we  tnift  to  human  power  ?  Thi 
fret^h  qfmoM  is  hut  as  the  grafi  of  the 
fields  md  all  the  goodUmfi  tberttf  as 
ibtjhwer  tbatfadeth.  Shall  we  tnift  to 
human  riches  ?  lUcba  fr^t  not  m  thi 
dajf  oftufratb.  Shall  we  truft  to  hu* 
man  wifdom  ?  Wifdom  berfelf  is  tbi 
dmsghfttf  ^  a^^iw.  Shallwctmftto 
human  friendihip^  In  ib<  day  if  ad» 
%firjitj  tbert  it  no  bope  isi  maa.  Can 
power  pnclude  the  attacks  of  misfor- 
tune? Can  riches  delight  in  the  hour 
of  monming  ?  Can  wifdcMn  guard  a^intt 
the  ftratagems  of  chance  ?  Has  fnend- 
Ibip  a  charm  for  the  languor  of  ficknefs  ? 
How  feeble  would  thefe  fupports  prove, 
Conftantia,  in  the  trying  hour  of  adver- 
fity ;  or  in  thofe  moments  of  awful  Ai- 
fpenfe*  when  we  expc£i  the  rotr" 
mjling  dowrs  of  futurity  fhall  be  thrown 
Open,  and  we  Oiall  emitr  «ip  / 

Better  founded,  my  friend,  will  be 
die  fuppofttof  that  man  who  refers  hit 
cauie  to  God,  and  whofe  conicience  en- 
oonrages  him  to  rely  on  the  eternal  Pro* 
▼idcnee.  He  depends  on  a  power  that 
ta  fopenor  fo  all  events ;  on  the  richei 
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ofdivhrtwodnaft,  «luch  tea  n#rvb« 
iM}  oo  diat  wifdooi  whidi 


fte  the  ramotci  conftqucncet  of  things 
and  on  thalt  friendfhip  which  no  eaonor 
eanchaage.  The  man  of  Uis  had  the 
ftroo^  conviAiofi  of  thit  troth  t  for 
experience  had  taught  him  that  hoflMi 

rtneis  was  Ugbur  tkm  vanitjf  kfi^  • 
nchet  did  aftvaliy  nttdtethtmfitmei 
tvii^s  ModJUi  jruMy  I  diat  the  wiTdoH 
of  man  was  iitHe  mm  than  tbst  ff  tba 
wkl  afs*s  tolt%  and  that  hit  iriendiup 
^ras  fcarce  in  proportion  to  his  wiOom, 
His  three  friends,  whofe  knowledge 
fhonld  have  direded,  and  whoft  afiec* 
tiou  (hoiiid  have  foothed  him,  be  otai' 
heard,  with  realbnable  impttienee,  pM<» 
icribing  iviblutiont  to  which  human  nn* 
tort  was  not  eoual,  ecdeavouring  to  de- 
prive him  of  nit  greateft  fupport,  the 
confcioufiiefs  of  his  antmity,  ^nd  iharp« 
•ning  hit  paint  by  mortifying  nfledione. 
Then  it  wat  that,  deftstute  of  all  eanh*' 
ly  conibfauion,  he  appealed  to  Iteavenf' 
and  even  wiflicd  that  by  a  perlbaal  Cdm* 
municxtion  with  the  Suprcaie  Power, 
he  might  be  permitted  to  lay  hit  caulh 
btffore  him. 

It  is  our  happtneft,  Conttantia,  that 
this  appeal  of  toe  patriarch  is  net  necef- 
fary  for  nt.  The  Chriftian  covenant, 
gracious  in  ^try  difpenfttion,  has  giv- 
en us  an  Advocate  nvitb  tbt  Fatter p 
who  (hall  plead  our  caiife  >  an  Advocate 
who  knowetli  well  the  fraiittcs  of  hu- 
man  nature,  and  whole  interceflion  can 
never  be  ineffedual.  Let  us,  mv  friend, 
make  ourfelves  acceptable  to  -nim  {  let 
US  lay  hoM  of  thoft  termt  of  redemp^ 
tion  which  he  hat  procured  for  as,  and 
our  eternal  interest  will  be  eftabltflled 
on  a  iure  foundation. 

You,  my  Conflanoa,  are  am«ngthoft 
that  have  chofen  ibis  gpod  peart }  you 
have  laboured  for  the  bread  of  immor* 
tality,  ard  have  left  that  <wbieb  peryb^ 
etb  to  the  nurabert  who  difynkt  tbem" 
felves  ht  luUn,    Let  fuch  be  pitied,  my 
friend,  not  defptfed  |  for  fpiritual  pride 
has  it*8  origin  m  fuch  conttrnipt,  andTit 
is  one  of.  the  many  uocbriftian  qualities 
of  blind  cnthuHaim  t  nay,  vou  (liould 
even  watch  over  your  pity  j  for  there  it  a 
kind  of  pity  that  is  allied  to  contempt. 
Bom  with  the  gentleilr  hearts  and  ever 
accuftpmcd  to  adore,  with  the  purlHI 
piety,  the  Author  of  youf  being,  yotiif 
religion  it  become  habitual,  on^  yott 
know  not  the  difknlty  with  which  n 
Fa       . 
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htkn  long  devoted  to  Tree  muft  be  re- 
formed. 

;  Man,  though  borh  with  faculties  to 
itach  through  the  depths  of  time,  and 
powers  to  flourilh  through  the  ages  of 
eternity,  feldoni  looks  beyond  the  pre- 
ftnt  hour,  or  is  aftcfted  but  by  prel'ent 
c6)e^8.  The  immortal  foul,  confined 
to  this  inaniion  of  earth,  becomes  ena- 
iDOuied  ol  her  habitation,  and  in  time 
pcifiradirs  herfeif  that  htre  /he  has  a 
deligbi  to  itwtU*  Hence  (i\t  is  folici- 
tous  hovir  Hjxt  may  repair  the  tottering 
irall,  and  fupport  the  frail  fabrick. 
Yet  fiirely  this  attachment  is  ftrange, 
.Conftnntia;  fmce,  notwithlianding  hei* 
foiicitude  f  r  it's  prefervation,  this  frame 
uriU  foon  fail,  and  veiy  foon  moulder 
into  it^s  native  earth.  Yet  a  little  white, 
and  every  breaft  that  is  now  warm  with 
hope,  and  bufy  with  defign,  (hall  drop 
ijit5  the  cold  and  fenfelefs  grave.  The 
eye  that  is  reading  this  page  (hall  be 
^lofed  in  darknefs,  and  the  hand  tha^ 
vritet  it  (ball  crumble  into  du(t! 

,  In  that  hour  when  the  immortal  fpiri^ 
fliall  exchar.ge  this  tranfient  being  for 
the  allotments  of  eternity  !  in  that  aw- 
ful" hour,  Conltantia,  what  fliail  fup- 
port tus?  Nothing,  but  the  conlciouf- 
^efs  ot  a  well  conducted  life.  That 
divine  confidrnce  in  the  Father  of  na- 
ture ;  tha.t  peare  of  Qod  which  paflTeth 
gll  underibnding;  that  ferene  af&ance ; 
that  ex'lted  repofe  of  foul  :  thefe  arc 
tjie  fruits  of  a  life  long  refigned  to  God, 
3}nd  directed  hy  religion.  Yet  furcly 
thefeare  wejl  worth  our  tranfient  labours: 
if  thefe  are  not  fecured,  we  have  lived 
and  we  have  toiled  in  vain  ;  we  have 

fivcn  our  monty  for  that  lobicb  is  not 
read,  and  our  labour  for  that  luhicb 
ffUisfietb  mot. 

Live,  my  Conf^antia,  fopported  by 
that  gracious  Power  whom  you  frrve, 
Ijipported  by  his  providence,  and  en- 
iishtened  by  his  grace. 

Francis. 


BETTER  vr, 

C0N8TANTIA   TO   THIODOSItJS. 

WELCOME,  fweet  peacp  op 
'CON SCIENCE  J  Lovely  Aran 
gerl  Pa'^^ghter  of  religious  duty,  wel- 
come/''|;)qw  h^^vy  was  my  heart,  how 
Dainfi))  yvejce  my  hours  in  thy  abfence  I 
l^aif^ioom^and  dlQatisfied!  With  wh&t 


anxiety  and  uneafincfs  did  I  anfc  from 
the  mo(t  comfortable  of  all  duties,  the 
holy  facrifice  of  prayer  \  The  incenie 
feemed  to  rife  unacceptably  :  My  pray- 
ers were  feeble  j  they  were  unable  to 
reach  the  throne  of  the  Almighty,  and 
returned^  but  not  with  hnppinefs,  tonrf 
oiun  bofom.  To  the  podeilion  of  tbee^ 
fweet  PEACE,  what  are  riches  and  ho- 
nours ?  Wha't  were  the  wealth  of  kingw 
doms,  the  a>:quifirion  of  worlds,  pur- 
chafed  at  thy  exptnce  ? 

0  my  paternal  friend,  how  forcible 
is  truth,  divine  truth !  With  what  pica- 
fing  convi6lion  did  every  ray  of  it,  that 
illumined  your  lalV  letter,  fhine  upon 
my  heart  I  How  poor  did  the  intcrcfts, 
the  pl^afures  of  this  world  appea; ,  when 
compaitid  with  the  pure,  the  peaceable 
fwifdom,  that  cojucth  from  abs*ve  ! 

*  FATHER  of  lights,  ever  grant  me 
«  this  wildom  !    Let  the  prayers  of  my 

*  father  and  my  friend  co-operate  with  my 

*  own,  at  thy  eternal  throne,  and  pro- 
«  cure  for  me  the  bleffed  influences  of  thy 

*  facred  Spirit  ! 

This,  my  venerable  gtiide,  is  the  fab- 
ftance  of  my  daily  prayer,  which,  fmce 
I  received  your  inltru^tions,  I  ha«e  re- 
peated with  greater  afliduity.  I  have 
ever  hcen  convinced, 'that  the  Divine 
conrurrcnce  was  nereflTary  to  aflift  us  iii 
the  difcharge  of  *n«r  duty,  as  well  as 
to  dircft  us  in  t'.c  knowledge  of  it  j  but 
that  emphatical  prayer  which  copcludes 
your  letters,  *  that  the  eterr.al  Provi- 

*  dence  would  enlighten  tne  with  hi^ 

*  grace,'  has  given  new  force  to  my 
convi£lions. 

1  will  not  prefcribe  to  vou  the  fub- 
jcft  of  your  letter's.  I  (hall  li(tcn  with 
plcafure  and  attention  to  yom-  inft ruc- 
tion?, to  whatever  point  of  duty  or  of 
dotlrine  they  may  be  direfled  5  but  al- 
low me  to  wift),  my  revered  friend, 
that  on  this  important  doftrinc  of  Grace 
I  may  foon  receive  your  valuable  ob- 
fcrvaM'oDS.  * 

-  PoiTihly  this  divine  difpenfation  may 
be  necrfl-iry  in  a  greater  or  in  a  lefs  degree 
than  I  fuppofe  it  to  be.  1  have  received 
ditfeicnt  accounts  of  it  from  the  pro- 
feiTors  of  our  holy  faith,  but  I  think 
that  all  of  rhem  have  concluded  it  to  be 
nece/Tary  for  us  $  though  in  what  mea- 
lurc  it  was  neceliiiry,  they  have  not  a- 
giebdl 

It  it  generally  underftood,  that  tins 
Divine  Grace  is  the  confeqventiri  privi- 
lege or  Chiiftianity,  ptuchaTul  tor  us 
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by  liim  wbo  died  for  oar  redemption  3 
yet  I  have  fomettmes  thought  that  the' 
aarhor  of  the  Book  of  Pl'alms  prayed 
for  this  enh'ghtening  grace>  in  that  paf* 
&ge  which  you  have  qtioted  in  one  of 
your  letters,  *  My  God,  lighten  my  eyes, 
*  thai  Ijterp  n'^t  tkeJJeep  of  death. ^ 

With  itlpt-^  to  thi»opMUon,  as  well 
a^  to  the  ncceffity  or  eX|>edi€ncc  of  di- 
yinc  grace,  and  the  deguc  in  which  it 
n  dif}ienfed,  I  hope  for  your  kind  in- 
i(ru6lions. 

Thofe  books  of  flaming  devotion, 
which  you  have  advifcd  me  not  to  read, 
I  o^n  I  have  hitherto  been  too  fond  of. 
Particularly  fuice  1  entered  upon  the 
conventual  life,  1  h.ivs  been  much  con- 
▼et  r^nt  in  luch  hooks..  They  were  re- 
commended to  me  by  my  lady  abbels, 
-who  is  a  good  woman  ;  but  her  devo 
tion  feems  not  to  be  of  that  feiene  and 
temperate  k«nd  which  you  delcribe  and 
approve.  She  is  unequal  in  her  reli- 
grous  deportment,  being  fome  imes  ele- 
vated, but  more  frequently  depreflcd. 

What  do  I  not  owe  to  you,  my  fa- 
ther, for  procuring  me  the  book  of  God 
in  a  language  I  underftand  ?  Agree- 
ably to  your  dire^ions,  I  make  that  my 
principal  ftudy,  and  trult  that  it  is  able 
to  make  me  ivife  untofalvation. 

Never,  I  h^pe,  in  the  ht-ai  t  of  your 
Conrtantia,  fhall  that  fpiritua!  pride  you 
mention  find  a  place.  I  am  100  feniihle 
of  their  unhippy  condition  *ivbo  [I've 
^witbukt  God  in  the  nvorld^  to  look  up- 
on them  with  any  other  emotions  than 
rhofe  of  compafTion.  With  the  heart 
that  is  deltitute  of  religious  pence,  my 
own  has  been  a  fellow  luffererj  and 
ffaou'd  1  triumph  in  my  comparative  hap* 
pinefs  or  purity,  fliould  I  thence  derive 
any  fentiments  of  contempt  for  others, 
the  rrfle6lion  wduld  rather  mortify  than 
foothe  me,  fince  1  ihould  appear  to  de- 
fpife  in  them  what  I  myli^If  had  been. 

The  hour  of  prayer  is  at  hand«<— I 
come;  daughters  of  devotion,  I  join 
you — and  now  will  I  once  more  intreat 
tbe  Author  of  life  and  death  long  to 
fpare  Theodoiius,  for  the  comfort  and 
fupport  of  / 

Constance. 

LETTER    Vir. 

.    THEODOSIUS  TO  CONSTANTXA. 

1  Intended  to  make  the  dffpcniation 
of  grace  the  fubjeft  of  a  letter,  and 
I  thank  you  for  putting  me  m  a  method 
if  treatisff  it.    -        * 


Your  firft  queftion  is,  whether  thi« 
difpenfation  was  only  the  confequentiaf 
privilege  of  Chriftianity ;  or  whether  i| 
was  not  alfo  tbe  privilege  of  Judaifna. 

The  latter  part  of  this  proposition 
you  infer  fi-om  that  poetical  petitioi| 
of  the  pfalmift,  '  My  God,  ligbten  ntjf 

*  eyes^^  See,  Now,  Conftantia,  it  is  ob- 
vious enouzh  to  fuppo/e  that  the  king  of 
Ifrael  might  pray  for  the  illumination 
of  the  Divine  Spirit,  as  his  fon  and  /uc* 
cefTor  prayed  for  wifdom,  though  under 
their  lyftem  there  ivas  no  fromifi  of  tbi 
ordinary  diJ)>enfations  of  grace.  It 
would  be  nntural  for  a  people  who  were 
'vifited  by  God,  and  beheld,  on  fo  roanjr 
occafiGiis,  the  interpofition  of  his  Provi- 
dence, to  apply  to  him  for  his  ailiftancv 
under  the  conflifts  of  religious  duty. 
It  would  be  ftill  more  natund  for  them 
'who  fat  in  darknefs\  to  petition  for 
that  light,  of  which  fome  emanations 
were  coinmunic'>«ted  in  the  extraordinary 
influences  of  tlie  Spirit,  though,  agree- 
ably to  the  f'chcme  of  the  eternal  and 
unening  Providence,  the  perfeflion  of 
it  fhould  not  be  difplayed  till  the  full- 
nefs  of  time. 

This  may  l>e  fuflicient  to  anfwer 
your  firft  qneflion,  which  is  rather  cu-. 
rious  than  ufcful. 

With  refpeft  to  the  neccffity  or  expe- 
dience of  the  Divine  Grace,!  have  much 
more  to  fay.  The  philolbphers  of  onr 
fyftcm,  who  weigh  every  thing  in  th» 
fcale  of  natural  obligation,  or  moral 
aptitude,  exclaim  againft  this  doftrina 
of  grace,     *  If  you  admit  tl>e  impul{« 

*  of  a  fupcrTor  ngent,  where,'  lay  they, 

*  is  the  n)oral  Hgtncy  of  man  ?  Befides, 

*  is  it  aereeable  to  the  fltnefs  of  things 

*  that  God  fliould  prcfciibe  a  law  to 
'  man,  to  which  his  moial  powers  alone 

*  are  not  adequate?  This,'  continue 
they,    «  would  be  to  make  God    an 

*  Egyptian  talk-mafter.      The    moral 

*  powers  of  man  muft  be  adequate  to 

*  trie   duties  appointed  him,    and   the 

*  doi^rine  of  grace  is  therefore  fuper- 
«  fluous.' 

At  this  avenue,  which  is  opened  by 
the  Chriflian  philofopher,  in  ru flies  tKe 
philofopher  of  Nature.  He  takes  vp 
the  argument  where  the  other  laid  it 
down.     •  You  have  'veiy  rightly  ob- 

*  ferved,    Sir,'  fays  he,    «    that  God 

*  would  be  an  Egyptian  taflc- matter,  if 
<  he  gave  us  a  law  that  we  were  unable 

*  to  live  up  to.  Such,  I  infilt  upon  it, 
'  is  the  law  that  is  fard  to  be  from  him« 
f  *«>Froin  him  therefore  it  cannot  be.' 

«  Thus, 


THIC0D0SIU8    AND    COR8TANTIA. 


Thni^  Conlbotta*  yoo  fee  the  conie- 
doence  of  philofopbitiiig  in  religion  .*« 
6if  e  up  one  redoubt  to  the  enemy,  and 
lie  turns  our  batteries  againft  us.  To 
both  the(e  ungracious  opponents,  I  ihalJ 
sive  a  fhort  anfwer.  To  the  Chriftian 
S>phift  I  iay,  that  the  powers  of  man 
may  be  inadequate  to  the  law  of  reii« 
1^^  though  it*s  origin  was  from  God } 
and  to  the  philolbpher  of  Nature  I  an- 
Iwert  that  the  law  of  religion  may  be 
from  God,  though  the  powers  of  man 
are  inadequate  to  it.  The  fame  argi^- 
ment  will  prove  both  tbele  points. 

A  perfea  law  might  be  given  to  im- 
perfect beings  withcHit  any  impropriety  t 
jt  might  be  given  to  make  them  exert 
to  the  utmoft  the  powers  of  their  nature, 
and  ftrain  to  higher  degrees  of  virtue  for 
the  high  prixe  of  their  calling— it  might 
be  tntencfed  to  encourace  an  ufeful  emu- 
lation, by  making  HiU  greater  degrees 
of  excellence'  attainable— it  might  be 
defigned  to  prevent  indifference  and  in- 
dependancc,  which  man  would  natural- 
ly have  fufiered  to  grow  upon  him, 
when  iccure,  by  his  own  power,  of  at- 
tainin|(  to  moral  peife£>ion,  and  of  dtf- 
^bargmg  every  duty  enjoined  him.  A 
dependance  on  the  Almiehty  for  aflift- 
ance  in  the  condu£)  of  life  is  produflive 
«f  many  advanta^^es :  it  prevents  that 
pride  and  careleisnefs  which  are  too  of- 
ten the  i^ed  of  fecurity  and  indepen- 
dence I  it  opens  an  intercourfe  with  the 
Deity  by  Piayer^  which,  though  the 
inoft  deligblful  pait  of  relieious  duty, 
would  become  unnecefFary  the  moment 
that  the  aid  of  Divine  grace  (hould  be 
found  to  be  fo. 

IFkhd  thefe  co-operating  cauTes,  Con* 
ftautia,  ]rou  fee  how  expedient  is  the 
di^enfation  of  grace.  How  neceifary 
It  IS  for  us  in  our  prefent  ftate,  we 
need  nqf  make  appeals  to  reafon,  but  to 
experience. 

To  be  ignorant  of  the  facred  truths 
of  religion,  and  to  be  deftitute  of  the 
communicable  influences  of  God* s  Holy 
Spirit,  has  been  always  confidered  by 
mod  men  as  the  moft  deplorable  condi 
turn  of  human  wretchedneft.  Hence 
we  find  it  reprefented  in  the  facred  wri- 
tings by  the  terrible  images  of  darknefs 
and  death.  Tb^fiif  fays  the  prophet^ 
ibat  fat  in  iUtrknefs  have  feen  4  great 
Dgbti  and  they  that  nuen  in  thi  reimn 
md  thejhado'iu  of  death,  on  them  Jatk 
the  light  fbined.^Aivake^  then  that 
fti^t}^  and  arife  from  the  dead,  and 


Chrifi  fbaU  give  thee  Ught.^Mj  Gad. 
lighten  mine  eye4  that  I  fteep  not  im, 
death.  This  was  the  petition  of  that 
prince,  whofe  devotion  was  fo  pore  and 
exalted,  that  the  Almighty  himfeif  bote 
teftimony  to  his  excellence  in  pronoun* 
cing  him  a  man  after  hu  oawi  heart. 
And  could  he^  the  light  qflfrael'^could 
he,  dittinguifhed  for  hi»  knowledge  of 
the  then  revealed  religion,  could  he^ 
illumined  with  the  fpirit  of  pro^ecy, 
think  it  neceffary  to  pray  for  the  en* 
lightening  grace  of  Hoiven,  and  fhould 
not  we  much  more?— we,  who  cannot, 
like  the  prophet,  boaft  any  fuperior  por- 
tion of  the  Divine  Spirit,  and  who  have 
yet,  with  him,  the  fame  propenfitits  to 
evil. 

On  us,  indeed,  the  Sun  of  Righteozf" 
nefs  hath  Jhined,  To  us  is  difplayeJa 
perfe£l  knowledge  of  thofe  favingtiuths* 
thofe  exalted  dodlrines,  tliat  were  then, 
only  fecn  in  types  and  fhadows.  It  ia 
our  happinefs  to  know  the  perfe£i  will 
of  God,  revealed  by  his  Son,  Jcltia 
Chri(l.  The  facred  Scriptuies  contain 
every  thing  neceflary  to  falvation.  Them 
every  moral  duty  is  clearly  tiated,  and 
every  point  of  faith  fu^ciently  difco* 
vered .  To  yX\tit  fonntaxni  of  light  and. 
immortality  we  may  apply  without  dc* 
ceptlon,  For  that  knowledge  which 
leadeth  us  into  all  truth. 

BlefTed  be  tlie  gracious  Author  of 
our  falvation !  the  *veU  of  partition  it 
now  taken  away )  thofe  tv-pet  and  fi- 
gures, which  wcjie  the  foadowingt  tf 
good  things  to  come,  are  reifkoved,  and 
nve  kno'w  *what  tve  *worJhip. 

It  is  for  us,  then,  on  whom  the  light 
hath  Jhinedt  to  be  willin^^,  at  le^ft,  It 
rejoice  in  that  light.  It  is  for  us,  with 
unwearied  afliduity  to  ftudy  the  holy 
Scriptures,  which  are  able  to  make  me 
*wife  onto  falvation^  Whatever  at« 
tamments  we  make  in  fcience,  if  we 
negltA  thisi  the  only  true  luifdomt  our 
knowledge  and  our  induliiy  are  vain» 
Whatever  fkiil^  whatever  prudence  we 
pofTcfs  in  the  oe<^omy  of  this  life,  if 
the  acquifition  has  been  made  by  the 
reg]c£l  of  this  knowledge,  it  is  ikilt 
that  darkens,  and  piudence  that  de- 
ftroys. 

The  rude  notices  of  natural  reafoa 
alone  can  never  be  fufBcicnt  to  direft  ua 
in  every  part  of  our  condufil.  Tbofa 
lights,  tkottgh  uftful  and  univcHa!, 
are  liable  to  be  obfcured  by  tbf  paf* 
fions,  to  be  e&fcebled  by  vice,  or  mided 
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hf  taw,  *  Tlie  andcHlanding  may  be 
inade  fubfervient  to  the  heart,  and  em- 
ployed io  the  defence  of  what  we  wifli» 
lather  than  what  we  ought  to  do.  The 
force  of  truth  may  be  oYercom^  by  ha-^ 
bit;  andy  like  the  heathen  ftatuary«  we 
nuy  fall  down  before  an  image  of  our 
own  framing.  It  it  eiltntially  necefla* 
ry,  therefore,  that  we  (hould  have  fome 
certain  rules  of  adion,  fome  plain  dt* 
reAiont.  laid  down  for  our  conduft, 
which  can  neither  be  pcifeited  by  fb- 
phiftos  normifconftrued  by  error. 

Such,  Conftantia,  it  the  necWTity  of 
that  external-  information  which  hat 
been  ordinarily  diibenfed  to  ut  by  the 
Spirit  of  God}  which,  while  I  have  been 
attending  to,  I  have  not  loft  fight  of  my 
aij^ment. 

The  iame  caufet  which  concur  to 
make  the  outward  evidencet  of  the  Spi- 
rit of  God  io  neceffary  for  our  informa- 
tion, render  the  internal  aids  of  hit 
Grace  as  neceflary  for  oar  direfllon  and 
ittpport  in  the  difcharge  of  our  duty. 

To  acquire  a  confummate  knowledge 
of  the  holy  Scriptures  is  not  alone  fuT- 
ficient  to  conduct  us  to  the  Umd  ofe^er- 
la^tMg  life,  Theie  are  the  leading  Itar 
by  which  we  must  direct  our  courfe, 
but  other  meant  are  neceflary  to  guard 
-vs  from  the  tempeft  above,  and  the 
flioalt  below.  The  ocean  of  life  is 
treacherout  and  uncertain.  Many  la- 
tent dangers  await  the  paiTenger,  and  he 
it  frequently  in  the  greateft  peril  when 
he  thinks  himfelf  the  moft  fecure. 

Shall  I  change  the  fcene,  and  fuppofe 
that  we  have  an  earthly  paiTage  to  the 
city  that  is  not  made  ivith  boju/jF  Yet, 
in  that  cafe,  how  many  circumitances 
of  danger  to  the  traveller  does  the  Rile- 
gory  afford  me!  A  thoufand  accidents 
concur  to  make  us  deviate  from  tbe 
luareFW  *way  tbtit  leadetb  to  life.  We 
are  on  one  fide  threatened  by  horrible 
precipices,  on  another  invited  by  pro- 
IpeAs  of  beauty :  defpair  points  out  to 
us  the  length  and  difficplty  of  the  jour- 
ney, and  wearinefs  iniponunet  us  to 
IcdL  the  valliet  of  repofir. 

The  objcft,  indeed,  at  which  we  fi- 
nally aim,  would  infinitely  counterba- 
laooe  every  inconvenience.  And  tbi 
frnferingi  of  the  frefemt  time  will  bear 
no  coraparifon  *wUb  tbe  glon  tbett/baH 
ke  ren^eeded  among  ut*  fiut  objeAt 
plactd  at  a  difbmce,  bowcrrr  important^ 
never  ftrongly  afeft  tit  t  at  in  the  at- 
in^ion  «f  Mkt)  if 4hofii iritfa  wbidi 
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they  fympatbiae  bt  far  icmovedt  itef 
will  adhere  to  otbert  mort.Mir»  !• 
which  they  have  left  relattOB* 

Some  portion  of  Divine  Onict|  Ibnt 
meafure  of  Ood*t  Holy  Spirit,  it  iadiC* 
nenfibly  naccfiiv^  fcr  every  Chrifiiai. 
Mere  human  wiidom,  tbongli  afifted  by 
the  knowledge  of  the  Divine  Revdt* 
tion,  wiJI  not  alwavt  be  fulBciciK  M 
fupport  «•  in  ourdutv.  How  oftMi 
witn  the  conviftion  oe  truth  upon  im# 
are  we  infenfibly  drawn  into  the  ways 
of  error  1  Howolten,  in  the  conftiouf* 
neft  of  determined  integrity,  aie  w% 
betrayed  into  vice  by  the  ftntifriMH  el* 
tcmpution  t  Though  we  may  in  gne* 
ral  be  very  Icnfible  of  onr  duty,  yet  W9 
have  not  at  all  timea  the  fiime  capacity 
of  attention,  nor  the  fame  readineft  of 
apprehenfion  to  dittingoiii  good  finom 
evil.  The  facoltiet  of  the  mind  ate 
ibmetimet  vigorout,  and  fi»metimet  bn- 
guid.  'The  will  it  frequently  letaioed 
by  idlenefs,  or  iblicited  hj  defire,  with- 
out receiving  any  inftraftiont  from  lea* 
fon  I  and  the  oecononiy  of  the  Ibol  is 
oftener  in  diiorder  than  tiuit  of  the 
body. 

In  Aich  ctrcMmflancrt,  Conftantiat 
have  we  not  need  of  (bme  fuperior  aid  ? 
Want  we  not  the  directive  influenoaa  of 
the  Spirit  of  WiidiAti,  to  keep  ua  in  dbe 
narrow  patht  of  duty }  Can  there  be 
any  doubt  that  the  ordinary  difpenlb- 
tions  of  Grace  are  neceflary  \ 

But  in  ^h4t  depee,  yon  aflc,  is  tllk 
grace  ordinarily  difpenied}  to  which i 
inuft  beg  leave  to  anfwer,  thatOt^javw 
etb  not^bis  Spirit  by  miofmre.  it  ie 
enough  for  us  to  know  what  be  |acli 
declared,  that  bis  Grace  isfofickm  fir  ' 
us.  U  muft  be  neceOkry^in  a  greater  or 
a  left  degree,  in  oroportion  to  the  dif* 
ferent  tempeit,  iituations  and 


Aances  of  mankind  i  and  to  t\^  pray* 
ert  and  endeavourt  of  each  a  fuficiency 
thereof  will  be  difpenM.  To  oar 
prayert  and  endeavours,  I  (ay,  it  will 
be  diipenled;  agreeably  to  which  we 
are  told,  th:)t  our  beaveniy  Father  iMnU 
Sfve  of  bis  Holy  Spirit  to  them  thed  e^ 
it  in  his  Son's  name.  And  while  we 
■re  informed  that  //  is  God  *wbo  qo^r/K 
etb  in  m,  we  are  commanded  to  oeerf 
out  our  »wn  fedva^on.  Thot,  Con- 
ftantta,  a  fufficiency  of  the  Divine  Grace 
it  promiM  to  our  prayers— -promt fi^d  to 
cb -operate with  our  endeavours.  And 
it  ia  tfaosf  that  the  etconomy  cf  erack 
imgftitt  set  with  tbst  facoSom  of  wiU 
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Ml  whidi  all  our  merit,  as  rational  cret-i 
taresy  it  founded .  Our  prayers  and  en- 
deavours are  voluntary  a£ks,  and  we  are 
conic()aently  as  much  at  liberty  to  lay 
lu>ld  of  the  difpenfation  of  Grace  as  of 
Redemption,  and  as  much  at  liberty  to 
X!B\e6t  iCi  to  refift  or  to  quench  the  Spi- 
rits 

-  •  Wtre  not  this  the  cafe,  Conftantii, 
were  the  difpenfation  of  Grace  eittirely 
independent  on  our  own  will,  the  moral 
agency  of,  roan  would  be  fuperfeded^ 
and  the  dofb'ine  of  rewards  and  puniih- 
ments  would  be  vain.  If,  according 
to  the  doctrine  of  fanaticks,  the  Grace 
of  God  be  an  impulfive  principle,  pai*- 
tially  beftowed,  and  afluating  us  as 
mere  machines,  then  the  Almighty 
has  taken  our  falvation  into  his  own 
hands,  and  rendered  moral  virtue  an 
empty  name. 

But  this  doftrine  will,  oh  the  conclu- 
fion,  be  found  blafphemous  to  God, 
and  injurious  to  mankind.  For,  if 
God  be  the  fole  agent  of  our  falvationy 
to  him  it  muft  be  owing  if  any  foul  pe- 
riiheth  $  and  if  moral  virtue  be  vain, 
the  flood-gates  of  vice  may  be  thrown 
Qfen,  and  the  world  be  ovei*whelmed 
with  the  deluge. 

But  if  God  be  the  fole  author  of  our 
falvation^  and  if  h?i»  Grace  be  an  im- 
pulfive  principle  which  we  cannot  re« 
£fty  then  no  foul  (hall  perilh ;  for  we 
are  exprefsly  told  that  Goidis  not  *wiUutg 
that  amy/hoiddperijb^  but  that  aUJbould 
€ome  to  npentanci.  If  it  ihould  be  re- 
plied,* that  fome  do  pen(h$  nay,  that 
many  go  on  in  the  broad  nxiay  to  de- 
Jhru&ion:  then  I  anfwer,  that  God  has 
not  the  pow<;r  to  do  what  he  is  willing 
to  do.  He  is  willing  that  none  fliould 
perilh,  and  yet  you  fay  that  fome  do  pe- 
riili,  therefore  there  are  fome  whom  he 
has  it  not  in  his  power  to  fave.  Now 
God  is  all-powerful,  confequently  he 
muft  hav^  difpenfed  with  his  power  in 
that  refpe^k  by  making  the  falvation  of 
man  conditional.  If  we  accept  not  the 
mercies  of  the  Gofpel  on  the  terms  that 
ai«  offered  to  us,  God  himlelf  can  do 
no  more  for  us— God  himfelf  cannot 
aft  inconiiftently  whh  his  own  laws. 
Every  attribute  of  the  fupreme  perfec- 
tion muft  be  perfe6l— -Juttice  and  truth 
are  his  eflential  attributes— 'his  juitice 
and  his  truth  therefore  muft  be  perfe^. 

You  lie,  my  friend,  how  wretched- 
ly founded,  is  that  fanatical  do^rine, 
whijch  repcciitots  the  Gract  of  God  as 


an  irrefiftible  principle,  afting  l..w,«- 
diiionally,  and  impelling  men  to  fal* 
vation.  You  fee  what  difiionour  it 
would  bring  upon  the  Deity,  what  dif- 
order  among (t  mankind,  and  how  in- 
confiftent  it  is  with  the  facred  writings. 
If,  therefore,  the  Grace  of  God  be  a 
conditional,  not  an  irreiiflible  piinciple, 
it  will,  as  I  obfcrved  before,  be  dif- 
penfed only  in  a  fufScicnt  degree :  that 
IS,  it  will  effc^ually  co-operate  with 
our  own  endeavours  in  working  out  our 
falvation.  More  than  this  we  have  no 
right  to  expcft  from  the  Grace  of  God. 
Infinite  Wifdom  will  not  do  what  is  not 
neceffary  to  be  done.  The  exn-aordina-' 
ry  influences  of  the  Spirit  have  ceafcd, 
becaufe  they  are  no  longer  tequifite. 

Saint  Paul  himfelf,  in  his  Firft  Epiftle 
to  the  converts  at  Corinth,  tells  them, 
that  the  miraculous  power  of  the  Huly 
Spirit  fliould  ccal'c,  but  that  Charity^ 
which  yas  a  moral  grace  of  Chriftians, 
ftiould  rtijl  lemain,  in  copfequence  of 
thole  ordinary  difpenfations  of  the  Spi- 
rit, that  fliould  continue  ^vith  the  church. 
Whatever,  therefore,  appears  to  ex- 
ceed thele  ordinary  influences  of  Grace, 
the  raving  flights  of  enihufiafm,  and 
the  rage  of  fanatick  zeal ;  the  fuddtn 
impull'cs  of  devotional  rapture,  and  the 
wild  reveries  of  Tartufliau  dreamers  j 
all  thcfe  are  the  fruits  of  in  fane  imagi- 
nation, and  cannot  proceed  from  that 
pure  and  peaceable  Spirit  which  comcth 
from  the  Father  of  Lights. 

The  office  of  that  Spirit  is  to  inform 
the  mind  with  a  right  fcnfc  of  it's  duty, 
and  to  animate  and  encourage  jt  in  the 
difcharge  of  it.  In  this  light  it  is  pro- 
periy  caFlcd  by  our  Redeemer,  thai  Com- 
forter which  fhould  leadus  into  alltrutb, 
and  teach  us  all  things. 

How  much  are  thofeofRces  inifiepre- 
fented  by  the  followers  of  Calvin,  and 
by  enihufiails  of  every  denomination  { 
"What  vifionary  communications,  what 
fuggcftions  ot  fick  fancy,  have  thole  de- 
lirious dreamers  imputed  to  the  Spirit  of 
wifdom  !  as  if  God  would  render  vaia 
that  faculty  of  reafon  which  charaAe- 
rizes  man  by  his  own  image ;  and  as  if 
the  enlightening  Spirit  of  Orace  would 
rather  obfcure  3ian  ijlumine  the  undcr- 
ilandingi  thefe  unthinking  men  have! 
charged  upon  the  operations  of  that 
Spirit  the  moft  extravagant  effcfls  of 
wild  infanity.  Under  the  ruf!uence  cif 
imaginary  c^Ils,  fome  have  preached/ 
and  fome  have  prophefied.     The  nne- 
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cbanick  lias  forfaken  hi$  awl,  and  his 
wife  her  diftaiF,  and  with  heads  full  of 
glorious  vi{ionS|  together  they  have  if- 
lued  into  the  ftreets  and  highways  to 
fRibliih  the  everlafting  Gofpel. 

It  will  always  be  difficult  for  devout 
Ignorance  to  diftinguifli  between  the 
fugge((ions  of  imagination,  and  the  in- 
fluences of  the  Divine  Spirit,  Unac- 
cuftomed  to  abftra6\ed  thinking,  or  even 
to  draw  conclufions  from  the  nioii  dm- 
pie  propoHtions,  the  ignoi-ant  are  unable 
to  form  any  judgment  of  that  mode  of  in- 
fpiration,  which  fiiould  be moft  confiftent 
with  the  wifdom  of  Providence.  They 
coniider  not  that  it  muft  be  more  agree- 
able to  infinite  knowledge  to  invigorate 
the  nobler  faculty  of  rcafon,  and  to 
bring  the  paffions  into  fubje^lion,  than 
by  inflaming  ibem  to  weaken  that  facul- 
ty, and  by  Co  doing  to  put  darknefifor 
light.  Hence  all  the  waking  dreams  of 
blind  enthufiafm  are  cherifhed  and  re- 
ipeded  as  the  offspring  of  Grace ;  and 
the  miftaken  vifionary  afcribes  to  the 
Author  of  Reafon,  fuch  impulfes  and 
communications  as  could  only  exiil  in 
a  mind  -where  reafon  was  impotent. 

But  tbedelufions  df  innocent  enthu- 
fiafm would  hardly  deferve  attention, 
were  they  not  fomctimes  produ6live  of 
confequencrs  that  render  that  enthufiafm 
no  longer  innocent.  From  the  belief 
of  divine  im))u!les,  the  flames  of  per- 
iecution  have  been  lighted,  and  the  altars 
of  fuperftition  have  been  adorned }  the 
fanguinous  ha^e  been  prompted  to  in- 
dulge their  natural  thirft  of  blood,  and 
the  gloomy  have  forfaken  the  fociety  of 
buroan  creatures,  and  inhabited  caves 
and  cells  in  folttary  fan6lity.  This 
ipccies  of  religious  retirement  I  have 
ever  condemned;  but  my  obje^ions  do' 
not  affeft  the  conventual  life,  for  there 
ia  great  dilference  between  retiring  to  a 
cave  in  fome  unfrec^uented  defart,  and 
entering  into  a  religious  fociety  *.  Ma- 
ny more  than  thefe  ha^e  been  the  effe^ls 
of  niithken  impulfes.  The  hil^ory  of 
the  church  in  every  period  abounds  with 
them. 

Yet  how  eafy  is  it,  upon  refleftion, 
to  guard  again (k  thcfedelufions !  What  is 
the  end  of  Divine  Grace  ?  It  is  only  to  aid 
us  in  the  knowledge  and  in  the  discharge 


of  our  duty,  Tlrerefore,  whatever  im- 
pulfe  hath  other  tendency  than  thefe^  it 
cannot  be  of  God,  becaufc  it  is  not 
agreeable  to  his  wifdom  to  do  what  is 
fuperfluous.  A  fufficiency  of  his  Grace 
IS  what  alone  he  hath  promifed  us,  and 
what  alone  it  is  coni'iftent  with  Infinite 
Wifdom  to  give.  Will  the  Father  o^ 
Lights  ainufi^  his  creatures  with  dreamt 
and  reveries  ?  Will  he  fport  with  their 
pafTioas,  deprefs  and  elevate,  inflame 
and  diftraft  them  ?  Will  he  not  nilher 
afli(ly2/ri&  as  call  upon  himfaithJuUyt  to 
bring  thofe  paflions  into  fubjcflion  ;  and 
to  confirm  in  it's  proper  empire  th^ 
nobler  principle  of  reafon  ?  Is*not  fuch 
the  mode  of  operation  that  the  all -wife 
Creator  would  afllgn  to  his  aflifling  Spi-< 
rit  ?  ne  fwifdom  that  cometb  from 
above,  we  are  told,  is  pure  and  peace* 
able:  fuch  wifdom  is  congenial  with 
our  reafon,  which  is  a  clear  and  fteady^ 
principle  j  and  therefore  it  mult  aft  in  •• 
concurrence  with  that  principle ;  at  leafl, 
it*s  effefts  cannot  be  repugnant  to  it*  i 
conceptions. 

Thus,  Conftantia,  by  the  informa- 
tion of  the  revealed  word,  and  by  the 
ufe  of  that  rcafon  which  God  has  given 
us  that  we  may  be  able  to  underftand  his 
will,  we  learn  the  nature  of  fuch  'dif- 
penfations  as  his  wisdom  hath  thought 
proper  to  communicate  lo  us. 

I  have  extended  my  obfervatlons  on 
this  fubjtft  farther  than  you  defired,  or 
might  expect,  becaufe  the  doftrine  of 
Grace  is  an  important  fubjccl,  and  the 
right  underftanding  of  it  may  not  only 
prefeive  us  from  many  abfurdlties  and 
mdecencies  in  religious  duly,  but  from 
many  dangerous  enois  both  In  pra6lice 
and  belief.  When  once  the  heart  gives 
itfelf  up  to  blind  fanaticilm,  we  can- 
not tell  to  what  attempts  it  nii<y  be  fe- 
duced,  or  where  the  ii  nuences  of  unrc- 
flrained  and  (what  will  always  be  thd 
confequence)  of  mifdirefted  pafllcns 
may  lead  us.  When  the  imagination 
triumphs  over  reaibn,  the  oeconomy  ot' 
the  mind  is  defl roved  \  and  Confuhon, 
with  Infanity  in  her  rear,  approaches, 
and  ufurps  the  empire  of  the  foul. 

May  every  miniftering  fplrit  of  hea- 
ven guard  the  peace  of  my  Conitantia  ! 
May  her   piety  be  uniformly  rational 


*  There  is,  indeed,  as  Father  Francis  obferves,  a  diflerence  between  thefe  two  forti 
of  retirement;  but,  in  the  £dicor  s  opinion,  the  oiifeience  lies  only  in  the  mode  ;  for 
they  are  equally  repugnant  to  the  detrrzninntlons  of  Providence,  which  has  made  the 
^JAole  moral  duty  of  ihan  to  confift  in  the  f^Hial  capacity  of  ferving  his  fellow-creaturrs. 

G  and 


B^ 


TbEODOSIUS    AND    CONSTANTIA. 


and  calm  !  May  the  hccnfc  of  her  de- 
votion rife  from  the  altar  of  reafon,  the 
Voluntary  facrifice  of  gratitude !  May 
Ihe  ever  knotv  nvhomjbe  ivor/bips,  and 
remember  that  an  intellectual  Being  re- 
quireth  an  inteileftual  adoration !  In 
every  aft  of  worfhip,  and  in  every  point 
of  duty,  may  (he  be  conftantly  fup- 
ported  and  dircfted  by  the  pure  and 
peaceable  Spirit  cf  Truth  !  By  that  Spi- 
rit may  flic  be  enlightened  to  difcern 
thofc  finer  relations  that  exift  between 
the  Creator  and  the  creature,  undiftin- 
giiiOied  by  the  eye  of  human  intelli- 
gence, and  learn  from  thence  not  only 
what  is  due,  but  what  is  acceptable  to 
God.  Under  every  circumftance  of 
Hfe  may  (he  be  happy  in  cafe,  or  con- 
tented in  refignation ;  and  when  the 
fhort  thread  <yf  life  is  fpun,  when  flw 
enters  u]x>n  the  inheritance  of  immor- 
tality, may  fte  receive  the  fulnefs  of 
the  blcfltngs  which  Infinite  Benevolence 
has  in  referve  for  thofe  thai  boTtour  bim 
ms  he  oii^kt  to  be  honoured, 

Francis. 


LETTER      VIII. 

CONSTANTIA   TO   THEODOSIUS. 

HO  W  beautifnl  docs  the  religion  of 
Chriftians  appear,  when  beheld 
with  the  eye  of  rcafon  !  How  amiable 
the  benevolent  Author  of  it  •  Surely, 
my  revered  friend,  there  is  a  fccret  de- 
light in  theinveftigatron  of  divine  truths, 
and  tlic  diicovery  of  them  afforrfs  the 
ereateft  of  pie  ifures.  Your  moft  oblig- 
Tng  letter  on  tnc  ftibjeft  of  Grace,  gave 
you,  I  prclume,  no  lefs  fatisfa£Vion  in 
the  writing,  than  it  afforded  me  in  the 
perufal ;  and  I  think  I  can  difcern,  in 
the  more  animated  paffligcs  of  th-at  let- 
ter, thofe  pleafing  fenfations  you  felt 
when  the  light  of  religious  truth  ftione 
the  cleared  ta  your  eye.  If  I  am  not 
miftaken  in  this,  and  if  your  pleafure 
in  txnting  that  letter,  were  ecjuai  to  that 
which  I  found  in  reading  it,  you  ha\c 
had  a  better  reward  than  my  gratitude 
can  give  you. 

Yotihax'e  jufttficd  the  fcheme  of  Pro- 
vidence in  the  difpeniation  of  Grace, 
tigainft  every  obj'ftion  that  has  been  or 
can  be  brought  againil  it.  You  have 
placed  in  a  clcai   light  the  benevolent 


purpofes  of  the  Father  of  Mercies  m 
that  difpenfation,  who  has  made  man 
dependent  on  him  for  the  afiiftance  of 
his  divine  Spirit,  only  becaufe  he  has  a 
delight  to  give  it,  and  becaufe  it  rnnft 
be  the  happinefs  and  comfort  of  bis 
creatures  to  receive  it.  It  plainly  ap« 
pears  from  your  account  of  it,  that  the 
oeconomy  of  grace  interferes  not  with 
that  freedom  of  will  on  which  all  mo- 
ral goodnefs  muft  be  founded,  and  with- 
out which  we  could  neither  be  capable 
of  virtue  nor  vice,  neither  in  titled  to 
rewards,  nor  liable  to  punifliment.  It 
appears  that  the  moral  agency  of  man 
may  be  exercifed  in  the  application  of 
the  Dvine  Grace,  and  that  he  is  at  li- 
berty either  to  apply  or  to  rejeft  it. 

With  refpeft  to  the  degree  in  which 
it  is  difpenfed,  you  have,  no  doubt, 
rightly  obfirved,  that  as  God  will  not 
do  what  is  unnecefTary,  no  more  than  a 
fufficiency  of  h  will  be  granted  to  our 
prayers :  and  as  to  tbe  mode  of  it's  ope- 
ration, it  is  forely  confident  wiA  the 
wifdom  that  gave  us  reafbn  for  our  di- 
ref^ion,  to  render  by  his  grace  the  ef- 
forts of  that  reafon  effeftual,  in  fub- 
jdEling  the  pafHons,  and  reducing  tbeai 
to  the  obedience  of  bis  holy  laws.  By 
a  rational  worfhip,  you  have  obfenred, 
in  a  former  letter,  that  God  is  moft 
honoured ;  when,  from  a  due  and  dif- 

ft^rflionate  coniideration  of  his  benevo- 
ent  works,  we  come,  from  a  princi- 
ple of  gratitude,  to  offer  him  a  reafin^ 
able  facrifice.  This  facrifice  would 
indeed  be  no  longer  reafonable,  were 
vi«  irrefittibly  impelled  to  offer  it  by  the 
influences  of  a  fupcrior  agency:  we 
fliould  then  be  tlie  inftruments  of  a 
worfhip  paid  to  God,  but  we  fliould 
not  be  the  worthippers;  and  with  what 
delight  (hould  the  eternal  Wifdom  look 
upon  our  facrifice,  when  confcious  that 
it  proceeded  not  from  a  y<4untary  dif- 
chargc  of  duty,  but  was  the  inevita- 
ble confequcnce  of  his  own  agency  ? 
With  what  propriety  could  he  fey. 
If  ell  doney  thou  gooJ  and  faithful  fer'^ 
'vattt  5  when  he  himfelf  has  been  the 
agent,  and  the  fervant  no  more  than  a 
machine  in  his  hands  ?  To  fuppofe, 
then,  that  the  Divrne  Grace  is  an  irre- 
fiftible  principle,  muft  be  to  charge  God 
foolijbiy  J  and  whatever  reverence  I  have 
heretofore  paid  to  thofe  mifdeeming 
enthufialls  who  hxx'e  this  do£^rine,  I 
muil  now  retra^  it,  and  flialli  for  die 
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future,  rather  pity  them  as  miftakeiiy 
than  re(pe6l  them  as  Inf^ind. 

But  I  will  own  to  you,  mypaternal 
friend,  that  I  fliuuld  not  To  eahly  have 
become  the  difciptc  of  reaibn,  had  you 
made  that  faculty  a  dictator  on  it's  own 
authority;  when  you  only  make  it  in- 
Aruniental  in  the  application  of  truths 
ftrealed,  as  that  is,  undoubtedly,  the 
porpofe  for  which  it  was  given  us,  I 
cannot  but  agree  with  you  in  every  con- 
dufion  you  have  made. 

How  (hall  I  thank  you  for  Hie  re- 
peated inftances  of  your  care  and  kind- 
nefsy  for  thofe  ardent  wifhes  that  glow 
in  the  lail  page  of  your  letter,  thofe 
prayers  for  your  Conftantja's  happhiefs 
and  fafety  ?  O  may  they  be  heard  at 
the  throne  of  everlafting  mercy !  and 
rife  not  unaccompanied  with  thofe  dally 


from  eternal  death }  for  the  wordjujfi- 
fication  in  the  facred  writings,  generally 
fignifiei  deliverance,  and  in  that  (cnfe  f 
iinderftand  it  in  thif  pnfTige)  our  Saviour 
himfelf,  I  (ay,  whofc  merits  with  the 
Father  were  the  primary  meaiis  of  pro^ 
curing  us  this  grace,  exprcl'sly  con- 
vincetli  us  that  it  is  to  be  ootained  by 
prayer.  For,  in  the  firft  place,  this 
was  the  method  by  which  he  propofed 
to  obtain  it  fur  us — /  imll  fray  to  the 
Father^  fays  he,  and  he  luill  Jend  you 
another  Comforter^  <who  Jball abide  ijuith 
you  always  ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  he 
aifurcs  his  difciples,  that  his  heavenly 
Father  will  give  his  Holy  Spirit  to  them 
that  a(k  it.  '  The  paffagr  is  eyprefs  to 
the  purpcre.  I  fay  untoycu,  ajk  and  it 
Jhau  be  gi'ven  you^  feek  and  ye  JkaU 
find,  knock  and  it  Jball  be  opened  unto 


offerings  which  mc  delights  in  making    you,  Fore*i'ery  one  that  ajketh  recei'veth\ 


for  the  prefervatioD  of  her  friend 
dieu 


Constance. 


LETTER     IX. 

THEODOSiys   TO   CONSTANTIA. 

AS  you  were  not  difplea'fed  with  my 
account  of  the  dirpcnfaiion  of 
grace,  I  will  now  give  you  my  thoughts 
on  a  duty,  to  the  due  difcharge  of 
which,  that  difpen Cation  is  piomifed. 
I  have  obferved  before,  that,  were  th.e 
grace  of  God  an  unconditional  and  irre- 
Sdible  principle,  our  pi.iyus  would  be 
fuperfluous.  Had  the  almighty  Provi- 
dence formed  an  irrtvcrfible  dtcrce  with 
refpeft  to  our  lalvaiion,  or  were  he  to- 
tally uninfluenced  by  any  thing  that 
we  (hould  do  in  order  to  obtain  the  aid 
of  his  Sacred  Spirit,  our  afts  of  devo- 
tion would  be  as  abfurd  as  cveiy  other 
aft  of  dut)' would  be  vain.  Yet  thvie 
arc  many,  Conltantia,"  who  hold  this 
doftrine^  becaufe  the  Chriltian  cove- 
nant is  called  the  covenant  of  Rracc, 
they  annihilate  the  moral  agency  ol  man, 
and  reprefent  him  as  entiiely  palTivc  in 
the  accompli  Hi  men  t  of  his  lalv.ition.  I 
have  fuiRciently  cxpofed  the  eirois  cf 
this  xinfcriptural  do£lrine,  and  Ihail 
therefore  proceed  10  confidcr  ^layer  as 
one  of  the  means  of  grace. 

Our  Saviour  hm  iclf,  who  dild  for 
our  fins y  androje  again  fir  our  juftifi- 
ioiion^    (that  is^    for  our  deliverance 


and  he  that  fceketh  findetb^  and  to  him 
thai  knochth  it  Jball  be  ofened,  fVhicb 
of  you  ^  being  n  father  ^  if  his  fon  Jbnll 
aJk  breaJy  avill  give  him  a  flone  /  Or 

if  a  fJhyi'Allhc  jor  afjh  gi<ve  him  aftr* 
feut  Y  Nay,  gkJ  if  he  jhould  aJk  an  cggr 
*wi/l  he  give  him  afcorpion?  If  ye,  thirty, 
being  e^il^  knovj  boav  to  gi*i>c  good  gifts 
toy  cur  children,  bo^zv  fnuch  rather  JJ:  all 
your  Father y  fi\:ho  is  in  heaijen.give  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  njk  him  ?  The 
pains  that  the  Divine  Realbncr  hath 
taken  to  convince  his  difciples  upon  this 
point  of  f.i;h,  are  veiy  rcmarliiblc. 
He  fiilt  commands,  or  rather  exhorls 
them  to  Direr  their  prr.ycrs  to  God ;  then,, 
for  tlicir  cncoin\.gLinenr,  hi*  afl'uies  them 
that  inch  pray  as  rue  heard  and  granted  j 
and  aftci wards,  for  their  conviction, 
he  infers  an  undenirthlc  conciufion  from 
a  parity  of  region.  Thus  there  remains 
no  ((oiiin,  that  i>s  the  mediation  of! 
Chrlil  is  ihe  primary,  fo  prayer  is  the 
lecondary  means  of  Grace. 

In  what  woids,  then,  and  \vith  what 
fpiiit  (hall  wc  pray  ?  irhcrc-vjithnl Jhall 
nve  come  befjre  the  Lord,  and  humble 
curfc'li'es  bcjcre  the  high  God  Y  Is  not, 
it  may  1  l  ixjkcd,  that  form  of  prayer 
whiclioui  biviovir  taught  his  diuiples, 
com  pre  iitn  five  of  all  our  vnnts,  and 
fuflcient  i\.v  the  Chiiiuan  chinch  in  all 
ages?  Snuuld  liiis  quettion  be  put,  I 
would  anlwer  in  tlie  nct-ative.  The 
pnycr  which  our  Saviour  tauglit  hi^ 
dilciples  was  a  tempt. .ary  loini.  1  lie 
redciv-pt  on  of  nunkiiul  was  m.t  then 
acconipliilied  j  the  means  of  t,i.icc  wera 
not  e^icciuated.  The  baviJur  of  the 
G  a  world 
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vrorld  was  not  afcended  into  heaven, 
imd  it  was  in  confcquqnce  of  his  af- 
cenfion  only,  that  the  Comforter ^  the 
Spirit  of  Trutbf  was  granted  to  the 
church.  If  I  go  not  a-wajt  fays  he,  the 
Comforter  iviU  not  come  unto  you ;  but 
if  I  go  aijuay^  /  'wUlJend  him  untvjou. 
It  was  impoffible,  therefore,  that  he 
ihould  teach  his  difciples  to  pray  for 
that  grace  which  was  not  yet  attainable, 
nor  communicated,  except  in  an  efpecial 
manner.  Some  fubtle  i  nterpre  ters  have, 
indeed,  fuppofed^  that  the  meaning  of 

*  thy  kingdom  come,*  in  the  prayer 
above-mentioned,  is  metaphorical,  and 
that  the  influence  of  grace  is  thereby 
iignified  }  but,  fetting  afide  thofe  argu- 
ments I  have  brought  againft  the  pofTi- 
bility  of  this  interpretation,  .1  would 
mik  thefe  men,  whether  it  be  probable 
that  the  wife  Author  of  our  fa  i  vat  ion 
ihould  teach  his  thfciplcs  to  exprefs  fo 
important  a  petition  by  /diftant  meta- 
phor? Whether  he  who  taught  them 
plainly  to  fay  *  Give  us  this  day  our 

•  daily  bread ;'  would  not,  if  it  had 
been  then  proper,  have  taught  them  as 
plainly  to  fay,  *  Give  us  tnc  grace  of 
f  thy  Holy  Spirit  j'  or  to  have  exprefled 
themfeives  in  fome  other  form  of  words 

.  as  clear,  and  as  much  to  the  purpofe. 
Had  the  words,  thy  kingdom  come,  no 
iignification  that  was  literally  obvious, 
fhey  might  as  well  have  been  wrefted 
to  one  fenfe  as  to  another ;  but  the  king- 
dom of  God  was  an  expreiTion  familiar 
to  the  ears  of  the  difciples,  and  to  them 
it  required  no  comment.  They  knew 
that  it  meant  the  eftablifliment  of  the 
Meifiah's evangelical  kingdom.  Anothtr 
argument  that  this  form  of  piayer  was 
temporary,  and  is  now  infuiRcitnt,  is 
this,  thit  the  apoliles  made  ule  of  other 
prayers.  To  prove  this,  it  is  not  ne- 
ceflary  to  adduce  a  firi;le  inftance,  be- 
fcaufe  numbers  offer  thenifelves. 

Neither  is  it  ncceflary  for  me  to  In 
ftrufl  you,  Conltnntia,  in  what  woids 
you  fhould  pray  for  the  ufli'lance  of  the 
Divine  Spirit.  Eloquence  is  in  no  wife 
cffential  to  prayer  j  it  may  be  ncccffjiiy 
for  the  peiii:  .lion  of  men,  but  Godfet- 
teth  it  at  nought,  X«et  us  not  think  that 
we  (h'di  be  Tkcard  the  Iborcf  for  our 
much  freaking,  nor  yet  for  the  elegance 
of  our  expreiiion*     If  we  pray  by  s^  fet 


form,  let  'the  language  of  it  be  artleft 
and  unaffefled,  and  m  that  refpeA  re- 
femble  the  finglenefs  or  fimplicity  of 
heart,  with  which  we  ihould  offer  it  to 
the  all -knowing  Wifdom.  I  would 
readily  give  you  fuch  a  form  as  I  fpeak 
of,  but  the  church  alloweth  not  a  pri- 
vate ecclefiaftick  to  compofe  and  com* 
municate  a  form  of  prayer.  For  you, 
however,  whofe  underlUuding  is  clear, 
and  whofe  memory  is  retentive,  who 
digeft  your  thoughts  with  propriety, 
and  exprefs  them  with  eafe,  fcarce  any 
form  of  private  devotion  is  neccflary.* 

With  regard  to  the  fpirit  and  manner 
wherewith  we  ought  to  approach  the 
eternal  Providence,  we  cannot  be  too 
attentive  to  fo  important  a  circumlUnce. 
We  (honid  endeavour,  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  to  be  {crene  and  recoil e^cd.  Be- 
fore we  addrefs  that  almighty  Being, 
we  flioald  meditate  a  moment  on  hit 
fublime  perfeflions,  and  fill  our  minda 
with  the  idea  of  his  glorious  attributes. 
But  rather  let  us  contemplate  him  in  hit 
benevolent,  than  in  his  judicial  capaci- 
ty. We  qught,  indeed,  never  to  be 
without  the  idea  of  the  latter,  but  the 
firil  (bould  always  have  the  leading  in- 
fluence in  our  minds.  Our  heavenly- 
Father  treated  us  not  as  fervants,  but 
as  funs  i  our  a6ls  of  obedience,  there- 
fore, to  him  (hould  be  purely  filial.  He 
delighteth  not  in  the  proftration  of  iervile 
fear,  but  in  the  chearful  wotfliip  of  re- 
verential gratitude.  Let  us  not  approach 
him  with  the  cries  and  lamentations  of 
Moloch*s  worfhippers,  nor  with  thefelf- 
cailigation  of  the  votaries  of  Baal.  Yet, 
on  this,  as  well  as  on  every  other  occa- 
frun,  let  us  remember  the  vaft  dift.mce 
between  fallen  man  and  his  Creator; 
let  us  confia'cr  that  our  Goii,  though 
fcated  on  the  throne  of  everlasting  mer- 
cy, is  an  ctfended  Being,  whole  laws 
we  have  broken,  and  to  whole  favour 
we  have  foifeited  our  natural  right. 
Thtli:  rcfl^^lions  will  make  us  approach 
him  with  that  humble  and  dependent 
fpirit,  which  muft  become  a  trail  and 
erring  creature,  in  the  preftnce  of  it's 
almighty  and  all -perftft  Judge. 

Let  the  inccnfe  we  offer  him  be  the 
pure  and  undiflemblcd  devotion  of  the 
heart.  Let  us  avoid  the  Pharifaical  of- 
tenution  of  long  prayers.     Our  moral 

•  How  idle  have  been  all  the  difpates  concerning  the  preference  of  praying  hy  fgrm^ 
•r  prayin/  exumpQrc  !  Both  have  the  preference  in  their  proper  place  }  the  former  in 
publick,  the  latter  in  private  devotion. 
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•nd  rdigioust  as  well  as  our  natural 
wants,  may  be  expreifed  in  few  words^ 
and  God  is  not  flow  to  hear.  One  pe- 
nitential figh,  one  humble  acknowledg- 
ment»  will  find  it*s  way  to  heaven.  One 
cameft  petition  for  the  Divine  AHiftance, 
one  iincere  exprcflHoiv  of  gratitude,  will 
be  as  effeAual  as  a  thoufand  repetitions. 
Diflfufe  and  declamatory  prayer  is  a  mark, 
of  fanaticifm,  the  bold  and  extravagant 
efiuiion  of  bofy  impudence.  Shall  we 
think  that  the  Divine  Wifdom  is  to  be 
courted  by  much  Jhtakitig?  Is  it  ne- 
cefTary  that  the  uncere  o^  heart  fliall 
weary  Heaven  with. lohg  importunity  ? 
Would  not  this  be  to  fuppofe  that  God 
is  hard  to  be  intreated,  or  that  his  ear 
Is  obftru£led,  and  cannot  htar?  Huw 
brief  is  that  temporary  form  of  prayer 
which  our  Saviour  taught  his  difciplest 
Does  that  form  contain  one  mere  fuper- 
fluous  word, or  one  mere  collateral  or  un- 
important thought  I  Is  the  imagination 
indulged  in  vain  defcriptions,  or  are  the 
pafiions  rouzed  to  eager  imprecations  ? 
as  if  the  Divine  Autlior  of  it  had  fore- 
feen  the  idle  prolixity  of  thofe  ranting 
prayers  which  ihould  be  ufed  in  future 
ages  of  the  church,  he  has  in  the  above- 
mentioned  form  been  remarkably  con- 
ciTe.  There  is  not,  perhaps,  m  any 
language,  an  inftance  of  compofition 
whore  fo  much  is  exprefled  in  fo  few 
words. 

It  muft  be  owned,  however,  that  to 
cxprcfs  our  thoughts  with  brevity  and 
precifion,  muft  be  the  effe^l  of  literary 
Ikill  with  us,  as  it  wai  of  divine  know- 
ledge  with  the  Author  of  the  difciples 
prayer.  But  from  the  brevity  of  that 
prayer  we  may  learn,  what  may  be  of 
rnore  general  uie,  to  offer  no  fuperfluous 
addreties  to  the  Almighty.  If  we  look 
into  many  of  our  modern  forms  of 
prayer,  particularly  fuch  as  have  been 
cpmpofed  by  Chriftians  for  their  private 
ufe,  and  afterwards  printed  for  the  fer- 
Tice  of  the  publick,  we  (hall  find  that 
this  precept  nas  been  very  much  neg- 
lected. With  a  profufion  of  depreciut- 
ing  expreilions,  partly  taken  from  the 
facred  writings,  and  partly  the  coinage 
of  their  own  imaginations,  as  if  thty 
^ould  make  a  merit  of  their  felf-abafe- 
ment,  they  are  loud  in  complaining  of 
themfelves  as  the  worft  of  creatures. 
This  is  a  burlefque  upon  Chri titan  hu- 
mility. I  have  known  a  pious  lady, 
w^ofe  life  was  one  continued  fcene  of 
devotion,  daily  re^attl^c  humiliating 


lyes,  when  the  ofTercd  up  her  prayers 
to  the  Father  of  truth  and  wifdonu 
Our  Savioui's  approbation  of  the  pub- 
Iican*s  prayer  alFords  no  argument  in  , 
favour  of  thefe.  The  publican  was 
fuppofed  to  be  really  a  finner,  not  in  the 
ordmaiy,  but  in  che  extraordinary  fenie 
of  the  word  \  yet  even  he  makes  no  pa* 
rode  of  humiliathn.  He,  though  « 
publican,  does  not  call  hirafeU  the 
worft  of  men,  but  faith  fimply,  '  God 
*  be  merciful  to  me  a  finnerT  This 
was  all  that  he  faid,  and  all  that  was  ne« 
ceiTiry  for  him  to  fay. 

Thefe  over- abating  forms  uf  prayer 
are  not  only  improper  for  the  Chriftian 
who  leads  a  regular  life,  but  muft  like- 
wife  be  repugnant  to  his  confcicnce, 
and  obnoxious  to  his  (incerity.  It  is 
impoflible  th;^t,  while  he  is  fenfible  of 
his  good  difpofition,  and  emleavours  to 
live  according  to  the  Divine  laws,  be 
ihould  believe  himfelf  to  be  the  wicked 
wretch  that  his  prayers  reprefent  him. 

I  have  yet  one  obje^lion  more  to  thefe 
humiliating  rants,  thefe  efTudons  of  fa^ 
naticifm.  They  are  not  only  improper 
for  the  good  man,  but  unnecefTary  for 
the  iinner— >at  leatl,  on  the  part  of  God 
they  are  unnecefTary  :  for,  of  God  can 
it  be  fuppolcd,  that  he  is  ignorant  of  our 
condud,  and  mult  learn  it  from  a  mul- 
titude of  felf-abufirg  words?  Or  (liall 
we  think  chat  he  delights  in  the  frequent 
mention  of  that  wickednels,  thepra£lice 
of  which  offended  him  >  Or  may  we 
believe  that  he  will  be  prevailed  upon 
by  the  loudnefs  of  tautological  decla* 
mation  ?  If  thele  things  a.e  not  to  be 
fuppofcd,  we  (hall  conclude  that  the(e 
harangues  of  lelf  abafement  are  unne<« 
ceflary  with  refpe£l  to  God,  and  that  it 
will  be  more  proper,  as  well  as  more 
mode((,  for  the  finner  to  ufe  the  brief 
acknowledgment  of  the  publican. 

Long  and  loud  confeiiions  of  fin  hc^ 
foie  God,  are  always  a  mark  of  weak 
underllanding :  nay,  I  have  known  fontC 
ecclefiaiiicksib  extremely  injndicious  as 
to  recommend  this  pradice  in  private 
devotion  j  and  Co  weak  as  to  adviie  us, 
in  our  addreffcs  to  God,  to  mention 
particularly  the  feveral  lins  wc  have  been 
guilty  of.  Is  not  this  to  fuppofe  that 
Cod  is  e'vun  fucb  a  one  as  our/elves  ? 
Or  is  it  not  to  conceive  yet  more  meanly 
of  him  ?  When  a  perfon  is  difpofed  to 
afk  forgivencfs  of  thofe  whom  he  hcs 
offended,  and  to  acknowledge  his  faults, 
would  a  geneiQus  mind  be  delightid 

will* 
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with  the  recapitulation  of  them  ?  Would 
it  not  rather  be  painful  to  a  generous 
mind  ?  And  fhall  we  dare  to  think  that 
man  16  poffeifed  of  greater  gencrofity, 
or  moi'e  enlarged  conceptions,  than  that 
infinite  Being  from  whom  he  derives 
both^  Why,  then,  ye  felf-abafingfm- 
ners,  will  ye  weary  God  with  your  raif- 
taken  prayers  ?  Why  will  ye  offer  to 
the  Divine  ear  what  it  delightcth  not  to 
hear  ?  Can  ye  not  be  hiimbki,  without 
importuning  Heaven  with*  your  acts 
of  hwnility  ?   Is  not  this  a  Tpccies  of 

Let  us  confider  the  parable  of  the  pro- 
digal fbn,  which  may  in  fome  meafure 
be  looked  upon  as  a  form  of  repentance. 
H^  had  meditated,  we  are  told,  a  (iiort 
fpeech  of  acknowledgment.     *  Fatker, 

*  I  ha'vejinncd  agatnft'  heo'vetiy  and  in 

*  ^^fiS^y  '^^  ^^  longer  am  'zvorthy  to 

*  be  called  thy  fin  ;  make  me  as  one  of 

*  thy  hired f/rrunnts,^  This  confeffion 
he  meditate<i ,  and  this- was  a^  brief,  for 
the  circumftancfs,  as  the  prayer  of  the 
publican.  But  what  do  we  find  in  the 
lequcJ  of  the  rtory  ?  We  find  that  this 
fljort  fpeech  was  rendered  ft  ill  (liorter, 
by  the  omiflion  of  the  laft  claufe.  The 
penitent  fon,  after  he  had  met  with  fuch 
a  gracious  reception  from  his  father, 
probably  concluded  that  fuch  a  humi- 
liating owertiir*'  would  give  him  pain  ; 
ot  if  he  were  about  to  rxiake  it,  the  fa- 
th€i:.intemiptc<l  him,  by  cal'.injr  to  his 
fervants,  and  ordering  the  bH*  lobes, 
OWerve,  my  Conlhntia,  tiie  fkill  of  the 
facred  paraboliK  in  this  place.  Andibe 
fin  faid unto  him,  *  Father,  I  ha*ve  finned 

*  ttgainft  hea*ven,  and  in  thy  Jight,  and 

*  no  longer  rnt  ivorthy  to  he  called  thy  fon, "* 
'^^But  the  jtithrrfttid  unto  his  ferv ants, 

*  Bring  Jorik  tre  pri...c  rohe,  and  put  it 

*  upon  k'lm,^  I-s  not  the  omiffionof  ihelaft 
cUofein  !'-.t  ]n/me  'it-.ted  fpeech,  {male 
me  as  cw  oj  thy  hrcd  fer'vants)  after 
fuch  a  rtcoption,  lemarkably  beautiful  ? 
When  this  »s  confideui,  docs  it  appear 
jn>  th^  le..ft  piobable  that  the  failur 
ilfould  either  vxpet^,  or  take  delight  in 
a  detail  of  hn  fon's  follies  and  vices  ? 

As  an  aft  of  repentance,  with  refncft 
to  God,  fuch  a  detail  cannot  l)c  necel- 
f^irv :  for  whit  is  repentance,  but  a 
rt'lmquiftiment  of  fins,  from  a  ccnvlc- 
tion  that  they  have  otfc'iKied  the  Judge 
pi'  the  world  ?  » 

I  J  have  faid  moi-e  on  this  circumftancc 


than  I  at  firft  intended,  and  poiRblT' 
more  than  you  may  think  it  requiued  s 
but  nothing  is  unimportant  that  rehte» 
to  the  worfiiip  of  God,  or  tfa^t  contri- 
butes any  thing  to  reftify  that  worihip. 

For  this  reafon,  you  will  favour  roe 
with  your  attention,  white  I  point  out 
fomc  other  errors  that  f  bare  ob/erved 
in  forms  of  devotion.  Among  the(e  are 
impertinent  exprefRons,  fuch  as  hav* 
no  immediate  relation  citter  to  the  gc. 
i\cral  or  particular  purpofes  of  prayer  | 
fuch 'as  are  introduced  merely  for  pa-  ' 
rade,  or  fuch  as  hare  no  other  end  than 
td  fill  the  harmony  of  a  period,  or  ta 
fqrm  the  fide  of  an  antilbeds.  Of  theft  I 
could  produce  many  inftances,  from  al- 
moft  every  form  of  prayer,  whether  pub- 
lick  or  private,  from  profufe  expatiations 
on  the  paft  and  prelent  works  of  God. 
and  from  fuperfhious  details  of  our  con- 
duft  towards  him ;  when  with  careful 
minutencfs  we  Inform  him  of  circum- 
ftances  which  he  knows  better  than  Oui*- 
felves.  ' 

Neither  can  I  approve  of  t^hofe  devout 
rhapfodies,  t\\okfpr)ftings  df  zeal,  that 
hoty  dalliance  with  God,"  which  fwelt 
the  morning  and  evening  devotions  of 
many  pious  Chriftians.  Tl/efe  defuU 
tory  effufions  are  1  n con rifrenf  with  that 
reverence  which  is  dde.to.  an'  Almighty 
Being. 

In  (hort:  Letuo,  when  we  p^ay,  be 
modeft,  humble,  calm,  and  rccallcflcdi 
and  let  our  forms  of  prayers  be  chaft'e^ 
fubdued,  concife,  and  pcrtfnenr. 

When  we  approach  the  Almighty, 
let  us  not  borrow  our  ideas  bf  him  from 
human  chirafteriiticks  :  let  us  remem- 
ber, that  bis  'ways  are  not  our  ^ays^ 
neither  are  his  thoughts  cur  thoughts  ;— 
that  as  ?nucb  as  heaven  is  higher  than 
the  earth,  fo  muck  are  his  *ivays  higher 
than  air  'ways,  and  his  thoughts  than 
nur  thoughts.  This  refleftion  will  at  all 
times  teach  us  a  becoming  reverence  for 
our  glorious  Creator;  and  particularly, 
in  our  addreflcs  to  him,  it  will  fuggeft 
to  us  the  impropriety  of  vain  and  inx- 
pertinent  declamation,  of  the  oftenta- 
tioiis  effufions  of  fanatick  impudence, 
and  the  importunate  familiarities  of  for- 
ward zeal. 

Adieu !  my  Confiartia.  May  you 
offer  up  your  prayeis  in  an  acceptable 
timet 

Francis. 


BETTER 
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LETTER     X, 

CONSTANTIA  TO  THBOD08IT78. 

YOUR  letters  difpleafe  me,  my  pa- 
ternal friend,  they  make  me  uif- 
plcafed  with  myfelf.  Every  page  is  a 
mirror  that  refl^ds  fome  circumftance 
of  folly  or  ignoraace  in  my  pad  con- 
du6^.  When  I  compare  my  opinions 
and  my  pra6lice  with  thofe  which  ycu 
recommend,  I  am  mortified  with  be- 
holding fume  eflential  difference.— But 
to  on,  dear,  cruel  in(tru£lor,  go  on  to 
umble  the  proud  heart  of  your  Con- 
ftantia ;  make  ber  fee  in  yet  many  more 
inftances,  what  a  weak,  ignorant,  fliort- 
lighted  creatuie  (he  is. 

But  indeed  you  ought  to  conquer  that 
vanity,  which  in  former  days  you  con- 
tributed to  ftrcngthen  $  when,  too  pro- 
digal of  compliment,  you  would  over- 
rate the  talents  of  your  Con  ftantia  3 
and,  in  the  humility  of  tender  afFe£lion, 
would  profefs  yourfelf  her  pupil  I  Be 
patient,  and  indulge  me.  You  make 
fne  fenfible  of  my  weaknefs  :  I  am  yet 
a  woman,  and  mud  complain  ;  I  will 
have  my  revenge,  and  convince  jou  of 
your  errors.  Do  I  not  owe  much  of 
my  pride  and  vanity  to  you  ?  Did  you 
not,,  in  the  days  of  flattering  love,  che- 
riih  and  fuppr.it  thoie  unferviceable  foi- 
bles ?  Having  no  other  ambition  than 
to  pleafe  Thcodofius,  if  he  appeared  fa- 
tisfied  with  my  accomplifhments,  I 
thought  them  fufficient :  if  he  praiftd 
my  talents,  I  believed  them  to  be  great; 
and  was  indifferent  about  new  acauifi- 
tions  of  knowledge.  Thus,  my  friend, 
I  bring  a  heavy  charge  again  ft  you,  and 
impute  to  you,  in  fome  mcafure,  my 
pride  and  ignorance.  Thus  it  is,  that 
while  your  letters  convince  me  of  the  lat- 
ter, I  gratify  the  firft  by  a  flattering  ex- 
cufe.  Poor  Con  ftantia !  how  much  of 
human  weaknefs  doft  thou  yet  retain  ! 

You  have  much  to  do,  my  venerable 
guide,  much  to  do,  before  you  ftisU 
have  rendered  your  pupil  as  wife  and  as 
good  as  flie  ought  to  be. 

What  means  this  uneaiinefs  that 
bangs  upon  my  heart  ?  Surely  your 
letter,  your  valuable  letter,  could  not 
cauie  it.  And  yet  I  think,  I  had  lefs 
pleafure  from  it  than  from  any  other 
that  you  have  written  to  me.  Was  it 
becaufe  you  have  not  fo  often  appealed 
to  me  by  the  endearing  name  or  jr^ur 
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Conftantia  ?  To  you,  my  confeflbr, 
my  guide,  and  friend,  I  can  open  all 
my  weaknefs.  What  mejins  this  un- 
eaiinefs  that  bangs  upon  my  heart  ? 

CONSTANCI, 


LETTER    XL 

TUEODOSIUS  TO  CONSTANTIA. 

AMIABLE  tendcrnefsl  DearCon- 
ftantia!  fet  your  heart  at  ea^. 
Exert  your  reafon  j  tax  your  fortitude  j 
call  forth  the  nobler  faculties  of  your 
mind,  and  charge  them  to  alTert  their 
empire  ovtr  the  wayward  palT.ons. 

While  we  are  in  this  ftate  of  being, 
we  rauft  encounter  difficulties,  and 
ftruggle  with  uneafmefs.  The  heart 
will  often  be  diftatisfied  we  know  not 
why,  Ad  reafon  will  ftand  an  idle  fpec- 
tator,  as  if  unconfcious  of  it*8  power. 
In  fuch  cafes  it  ought  to  be  awakened 
from  it*s  lethargy,  and  reminded  of  the 
talk  to  which  it  is  appointed.  It  fliould 
be  informed  of  the  high  office  it  beart 
in  the  oeconomy  of  the  foul,  and  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  infidious  vi« 
gilance  of  it's  enemies. 

But  while  we  languifh  under  the  un<- 
eafmcfs  of  difcontent,  we  cannot  take  a 
more  eft'edual  method  to  recover  our 
peace,  than  to  confider  the  infignifican- 
cy  of  every  palTion  that  centers,  and 
purfuit  that  terminates  here.  Suppofe 
our  earthly  aims'wei*  directed  to  their 
objcft  by  the  favouring  gale  of  fortune; 
fuppofe  our  purfuits  ftiould  be  crowned 
with  all  the  Uiccefs  that  flattering  hope 
adigns  them^  yet,  vain,  changeable,  and 
impotent  as  wc  are,  the  fuccefs  would 
not  be  worth  a  moment's  triumph.  While 
the  heart  turns  upon  an  earthly  axis, 
like  the  Iperifhable  ball  that  it  loves,  it 
will  bevarioudy  afftfted  by  outward  in- 
fluences. Sometimes  it  will  bear  the 
fruits  of  gladnefs,  and  fometimes  be  the 
barren  dcTart  of  melancholy  j  one  while 
it  will  be  exhilarated  by  the  funftiine  of 
pleafure,  and  again  it  will  languifh  in 
the  gloom  of  dilcontcnr.  The  caule  of 
this  is,  not  only  that  the  human  heart 
is  in  itfelf  changeable  and  uncertain, 
deriving  it's  fenfatlons  from  conftitiition* 
al  influences,  but  that  the  objects,  if 
they  are  earthly  objcfls,  on  which  it 
depends  foi  happlnefs,  arc  liable  to  va^ 
riatian  and  decay. 

Hence 
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Hence  arlfes  the  fuperiority  of  reli- 
gions views.  When  our  hopes  of  hap- 
pinefs  are  fixed  on  one  certain  event  5 
'one  event  which,  though  remote,  can- 
not be  altered  by  mortal  contingencies, 
.the  heart  has  an  invariable  foundation 
whereon  it  may  reft.  Without  this 
rcUing-place,  we  fhould  hcfijfid  to  and 
fH  iviib  e*very  ivind  of  fortune,  the 
fport  of  chance,  and  the  dupes  of  ex- 
pectation. To  this,  immoveable  ancjior 
of  the  foul  religion  dire5ls  us  in  the 
hopes  of  inunortal ity .  We  know  from 
the  unerring  word  of  Divine  Revela- 
*tion,  that  we  (hall  exift  in  another  ftate 
of  being,  after  the  diflblution  of  this ; 
and  we  are  confirmed  by  every  benevo- 
lent purpofe  of  Providence,  in  the  be- 
lief that  our  future  cxiftence  (hall  be 
infinitely  happy.  In  this  glorious  hope 
the  interefts  of  a  temporary  life  ai"C 
fwallowed  up  and  loft.  This  hope, 
like  the  ferpent  of  Aaron,  devours  the 
mock -phantoms  which  are  created  by 
the  mngick  of  this  world,  and  at  once 
fhews  the  vanity  of  every  eai'thly  pur- 
suit. 

Compared  with  this  profpefV,  my 
Conftantia,  how  poor,  how  barren 
would  every  fccne  of  mortal  happinefs 
'appear!  How  dcfpicable  at  the  befl — 
yet  how  liable  to  be  dcftroycd  by  every 
iform  of  adverfity!  For,  are  we  not  ex- 
pofed  to  a  thoufand  accidents,  th«  moft 
trifling  of  which  may  be  fufHcient  to 
break  a  fcheme  of  felicity?  Let  us 
confider  tliofe  conditions  that  are  almoft 
tiniverfally  defired,  the  dignity  of  the 
great,  and  the  affluence  of  the  rich. 
Are  thefc  above  the  reach  of  misfor- 
tune ?  Are  they  exempt  from  the  im- 
portunities of  care  ?  Greatnefs  is  but 
the  objeft  of  impertinence  and  envy, 
and  riches  create  more  wants  than  they 
are  able  to  gratify.  Should  then  our 
wifheslead  to  thefc,  we  fliould  unavoid- 
ably be  difappointed.  The  acquifition 
might  for  a  while  loothe  our  vanity, 
but  we  fliould  foon  ligh  for  the  taii'it  of 
obfcurity,  and  envy  the  content  of  thofe 
whom  pride  would  call  our  vafTals. 

If  wealth  or  grandeur,  then,  cannot 
afford  us  happinefs,  where  (hall  we 
feck  it?  Is  it  to  be  found  in  the  cell  of 
the  hermit  ?  or  does  it  watch  by  the  ta- 
per of  folitaiy  learning?  Loves  it  the 
Ibciety  of  laughing  mirth?  or  does  it 
afFe£l  the  penfivc  pleafurcs  of  medita- 
tion? Is  it  only  genuine  in  the  cordia* 
lity  ot  firiendfliip,  or  in  the  lafting  tcn- 


dernefs  of  marrieidl  love?  Alas!  mjr 
Conftantia,  this  train  of  altemttives 
,  will  not  do.  Should  we  fly  from  the 
trouble  of  fociety  to  fome  lonely  hermi- 
tage, we  (hould  foon  figh  for  the  a- 
mufements  of  the  world  we  had  quar* 
relied  with.  The  ftrongcft  mind  could 
not  long  fuppdrt  the  burden  of  uncom- 
municated  thought,  and  the  firmeft 
heart  would  languish  in  the  ftagnation 
of  melancholy. 

Aflc  the  folitary  fcholar,  if  ever,  in 
his  learned  refearches,  he  beheld  the 
retreat  of  happinefs— Amu (ement  is  all 
that  he  will  pretend  to — Amufement  1 
in  queft  of  which  the  a6live  powers  of 
the  mind  are  frequently  worn  out,  the 
underftanding  enervated  by  the  afliduity 
of  attention,  and  the  memory  overbur- 
dened with  unelTential  ideas. 

Yet,  poffibly,  happinefs  may  mingle 
with  fociety,  and  fwell  the  acclamations 
of  fertive  mirth.  No  5  the  joy  that 
dwells  there  cannot  be  called  happi- 
nefs I  for  the  noife  of  mirth  will  va- 
ni(h  with  the  echo  of  the  evening,  and 
e'ven  in  laughter  tbe  heart  is  fad.  If 
we  are  able  to  diftinguifh  the  elegance 
of  converfation,  we  ftwU  often  be  dif- 
gufted  with  the  arrogance  of  pride,  or 
the  impertinence  of  folly ;  and  if  not^ 
we  may  be  amufed  indeed  with  the 
noifc,  but  can  never  tafte  the  pleafures 
of  ibciety. 

As  little  reafon  have  we  to  hope  for 
lafting  happinefs  from  the  engagements 
of  fnendfnip  or  of  love.  The  condi- 
tion of  human  life  is  at  beft  (b  uncer- 
tain, that  it  is  even  dangerous  to  form 
any  connexions  that  are  dear.  The 
tendcrnefs  of  love,  my  Conftantia,  opens 
the  heart  to  many  fufferingf,  to  many 
painful  apprehenfions  for  the  health  and 
lafety  of  it^s  obje6l,  and  many  uneafy 
fenfations  both  from  real  and  imaginary 
caufes.  It  was  from  this  conviftion  I 
told  you,  in  the  letter  wherein  I  firft 
difcovered  myfelf  to  you,  *  that  the  love 
«  we  have  had  for  one  another  will  make 

*  us  more  happv  in  it's  difappointment, 

*  than  it  could  have  done  in  it's  fuc- 
«  cefs.' 

For  want  of  a  better  remedy  to  thefc 
evils,  the  wifdom  of  ancient  philofophy 
teacheth  us  to  bid  a  brave  defiance  to 
the  aftaults  of  pleafure  and  of  pain« 
This  precept  it  urges  with  unremitting 
aufterity;  without  making  any  allow- 
ance for  particular  tempers  or  circum- 
flances)  without  inftrucling  us  how  to 
*   behaw 
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to  tlw  frliriUfiniw  of  jo¥  er 
.  Aleafure)  how  to  defend  the  heart  trom 
Ac  inroads  of  forrow,  or  guard  agaisft 
'  fbc  iio6rn  ftra&jgppDff  of  diftieft. 

But  the  religion  of  a  Cbriftian  affords 
.  a  nobler  and  a  infer  refuge.  With  the 
exalted  hopet  that  thit  preitnts  to  us,  A^ 
fyfiriiigj  \fth€^9fmL  timt  ore  wotivtr' 
.tbjftohicn^ttrid*  U)  thofegloriovt  hopes 
fet  lis  borjemy  anxious  thought,  the  un  - 
eafinefs  of  diicontent,  and  the  folicitude 
of  care.  Let  us  not  (ink  under  our  light 
affliAions,  which  are  but  for  a  momest. 
A  very  few  years,  perhaps  a  few  months 
or  days,  may  bring  us  mto  that  ftateof 
bein^  where  care  and  mifery  perplex 
no  more.  Tboug/f  *wi  kawe  how  our 
ied  in  dmrkt^fs^  mid  our  piUow  on 
4be  iboru^  yet  the  time  draweth  nigh 
when  we  ihall  tafte  of  life  without  an- 
guiib,  and  enjoy  the  light  without  bit- 
ttmrfs  of  foJ*  The  night  isfar^ent^ 
my  Coaftuitia,  tho  J^  ism  band^  Ut 
ms  tbsref  ore  gird  up  the  loins  rfonr  mond, 
4md  bo  /oboi^nQ  longer  diflipated,  or 
.  difturbcd  with  the  troubles  of  this  world. 
We  are  hourly  hafting  to  that  fcene  of 
exiftence,  tobero  tbo  wichod  ceafojrom 
troubiingf  and  tvbere  the  <weary  are 
ai  refi ;  wheie  hope  ihall  no  nAore  be 
cut  oiF  by  difs^pointment,  and  where  the 
diftreiles  of  time  are  forgot  in  the  joys 
«f  eteauty. 

FftANCIS. 


LETTER    Xir. 

C^MaTANXl^  TO  THBODOtlUt. 

16  it  thus  that  you  hope  to  reform  your 
Conftantia }  J>o  you  tiiink  that  you 
IhaU  be  able  tp  eifea  this  by  letung  her 
foibles  pafs  oncenfiured,  and  conveying 
inAniftion  to  her  in  general  terms? 
Alas !  how  little  do  you  know  of  her 
petulant  aiid  capricious  heart  1  It  muft 
be  correded  with  feverity,  and  quieted 
by  OTerbearing  renroof » 

At  preient>  indeed,  it  is  fuffitiendy 
depreisd.  Your  obfervations  on  the 
foUv  and  vanity  of  expecting  happinefs 
in  this  world,  came  to  me  at  a  time  when 
painful  experience  convinced  me  of  their 
truth. 

After  Theodofiua  was  loft  to  me,  I 
coBtia^ed  a  frieodfliip  with  an  amiable 
and  aecompliflied  woman,  to  whom 
my  mfigBcheiy  and  my  misfortunes 


ierved  only  to  endear  me  the  more.  Her 
good  fenie  and  bercompafiion  Ibothed 
and  Supported  me  under  all  my  fuffer- 
iim.  She  left  me  not  to  the  attacks 
briblitary  difcontent,  but  affiduoufly 
diverted  my  niind  by  the  efforts  of  ele* 
gant  humour,  poli(hed  Jenie,  and  inge- 
nious obiervation.  As  if  ihe  had  pre- 
ferred the  company  of  forrow  to  every 
focial  amu foment,  even  in  that  feafon 
of  life  when  the  heart  of  health  and 
peace  is  alwavs  gav,  Ihe  never  forfook 
me  during  tne  laft  five  unhappy  vears. 
She  obferved,  witli  unwearied  vigiianoe, 
the  hour  when  melancholy  apprebep- 
iion  was  increafed  to  the  acutenefs  of 
grief.  She  then  followed  me  into  wbi^t- 
ever  privacy  I  fought  (  clafped  me  to 
her  iaithful  faofom^  and  if,  under  the 
agonies  of  terror  and  anguilh,  tears  re- 
fufcd  their  afllftance,  (he  folicited,  and 
obtained  them  by  her  inft^ious  ten- 
demefs.  When,  at  laft,  I  determined  - 
to  take  the  veil,  and  Iiad  obtained  my 
father^s  confent  to  forfake  the  world  for 
ever,  her  affe6iion  followed  me  in  that 
final  refolutioi).  She  waited  onlv  for 
an  approaching  opportunity  to  fettle  her 
worldly  affairs,  after  which  fhe  intended 
to  have  made  one  of  our  fifterhood,  and 
to  have  pafled  the  remaining  part  of  her 
life  with  her  Conftantia. 

Upon,  this  event  my  heart  repofed.  I 
Ibrefaw  in  this  a  fcene  of  happmefs  that 
could  not  be  equalled  upon  earth,  and 
I  flattered  mylclf  that  it  would  be  as 
lading  as  my  own  life.  How  many 
pleating  hours  have  I  pafled  in  medi- 
tating on  the  future  fclicitv  of  our 
friendfliip  I  How  often,  in  tne  luxury 
of  imagination,  have  I  confidered  our 
united  prayers  aicending  more  accepta- 
bly to  the  Throne  of  everlaltine  Mercy  1 
What  joy  did  I  promife  myfclf,  what 
importance  in  the  eye  of  friendihip,  by 
communicating  to  my  Sophia  all  the 
inltru6lions  I  had  received  from  my 
Theodofius. 

Oh,  my  friend!  my  father!  thefe 
hopes  are  overthrown.  Do  I  live  to 
tell  you  by  what  means  ?  Sophia^  my 
tender,  my  dear  Sophia,  is  no  more ! 
The  uneaiinefs  I  expreflTed  in  my  lalft 
proceeded  probably  in  fome  meafure 
from  my  prefentiments  of  this  cruel 
event.  I  am  now  very  miferable,  and 
in  great  need  of  your  paternal  advice. 


H 


Constance. 
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LETTER    xm. 


THE0O0SIU8   TO   CONSTAMTIA. 

AS  true  friendAiip  is  one  of  the  great- 
eft  blefllngs  of  human  life,  our 
forrow  for  the  lofs  of  friends  is  more 
excufeable  than  rooft  of  our  complaints. 
But,  though  it  may  be  more  venialy  it 
is  not  more  reafonable  than  any  other 
mode  of  mifery  that  has  it*s  origin  in 
difappointment.  Did  we  think  our 
friends  immortal  ?  Did  we  not  know, 
while  we  held  them  to  our  hearts,  that 
we  were  embracing  the  property  of 
death,  who  would  fooner  or  later  affert 
his  claim  ? 

Our  reHgnation  to  this,  as  well  as 
to  all  other  evils,  ought  to  be  con- 
firmed by  reflefling  on  the  univerfal 
agency  of  Providence.  The  author  of 
the  book  of  Pfaims  fumiflies  us  with 
excellent  doflrine  on  this  fubje^t.  We 
have  fcacre  any  where  fuch  ftriking 
piflures  of  human  mifer)' as  in  that  book. 
The  royal  writer  has  defcribtd,  in  the 
itrongeii  colours,  the  diftrefTes  and 
perplexiticfis  to  which,  as  men,  we  are 
fubje6l.  He  has  defcended  to  the  private 
di{Iatisfa6lions  of  the  heart,  and  re- 
counted many  circumftances  of  acci- 
dental calamity.  Hence  it  is  that  his 
writings  are  of  general  ufe.  Of  the 
diilrenes  that  are  incident  to  our  being, 
though  theprofpef^  be  gloomy,  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  we  mould  obferve  it  {  as  he  who 
muft  make  his  way  through  pitfalls  and 
precipices,  would  chufe  a  plan  of  the 
road  he  was  to  travel,  rather  than  march 
blindly  forward  without  knowledge  and 
without  caution. 

But  ihefe  are  not  all  the  inftruAIons 
which  the  Pfaimift  affords  us.  We  arc 
feldom  prefented  with  an  afflicted  pro- 
fpe^  of  life,without  being  directed  to  the 
means  of  comfort.  We  are  told  that, 
however  great  the  caufcs  of  our  affiiftion 
may  be,  they  are  fubjcft  to  the  wife  di- 
redlions  of  a  Being  benevolent  to  man; 
and  that,  though  bea*vinefs  m^^  endure 
Jvr  a  nighty  jof  comet b  in  the  morning. 
The doftrine  ot  an  univerfal  providence, 
which  is  Uie  only  fource  of  confolation 
under  every  fpecies  of  ml /cry,  is  afl*ert- 
ed  through  this  whole  book  with  the 
grcareft  confidence  of  certainly. 
.'.  *  Who  is  like  unto  the  Lord  our 
*  God,  who  hath  his  dwelling  I^q  highf 


<  and  yet  humbledi  faimielf  to  VebcM 

*  the  things  that  are  in  heaves  and 

*  earth? 

.*  Thou  fhalt  fliew  us  wonderfbl 

*  things  in  thy  righteoufiiers,  O  God  of 

<  our  falvationi    Thou  that  art  the 

<  hope  of  all  the  ends  of  the  earth*  and 

*  of  them  that  remain  in  the  broad  fea. 

*  They  alfo  that  dwell  in  the  utter* 

<  moft  parts  of  the  world  fliall  attmd 

<  to  thy  tokens.    Thou  that  makeft 

*  the  out-|^ings  of  the  morning,  and 

<  the  evenmgto  praife  thee.* 

In  this  belief  of  the  univerfal  agency 
of  Providence  the  Pfalmift  places  the 
remedv  of  moral  and  natural  evil. 

<  Should  I  find  trouble  and  heavinefi, 

*  I  will  call  upon  the  name  of  the 

*  Lord.    O  Lord,  I  befeech  thee,  de* 
«  liver  my  (bull 

*  The  Lord  prefervcth  the  innocent : 

*  I  was  ia  mifery,  and  he  helped  me. 

<  The  proud,  O  Lord,  have  had  me 

*  exceedingly  in  deriiion,  hxitlremim* 

*  hered  thy  everlaft'mg  judgments ^  emd 
«  recewed  comfort  J* 

The  laft  fentiment  ouf ht  to  be  en- 
sraven  upon  4^^  hearts  o?  all  the  chil- 
dren of  afflidion. 

Let  us  remember  that  God  is  the  Sv* 
preme  Governor  of  the  univerfe;  that 
under  his  direftion  it  die  whole  fyftem 
of  nature,  by  him  animated,  coaneded, 
fupported.  Let  us  confider  that  the 
agency  of  man  in  this  fyftem  is  only 
moral.  The  oeconomy  oi  life  is  com- 
mitted to  him  fo  far  as  it  may  ezerciie 
his  moral  will :  but  the  events  of  his 
aftions  are  finally  under  the  determina* 
tion  of  the  Almiehty.  Were  not  he 
to  d  i  re£t  the  natural  courfe  of  this  worid, 
even  in  thofe  circumflances  of  it  that 
are  or  may  be  affeAed  by  the  moral 
power  of  man,  order  could  no  more  be 
preierved  in  the  univerfe,  than  it  CMild 
at  firft  refult  from  chance,  or  be  formed 
by  the  direction  of  fallible  beingt. 

This  confideration,  that  the  Supreme 
Power  has  in  his  own  hands  the  oecono- 
my of  the  world,  onght  to  engage  our 
rebgnation  under  eveiy  circumlance  of 
life:  for,  fhould  we  quarrel  with  the 
difpenfations  of  him  who  gave  us  be- 
ing ?  Should  we  difpote  the  regulations 
of  that  power,  who  has  provided  the 
means  of  this  day*s  fubfiflence»  and 
without  whofe  favour  and  proteftion 
we  could  no  longer  exiftf  Is  not  he 
who  made  the  world  beft  able  to  govern 

it  I 
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{tf  Hat  not  lie  wlio  gave  ut  this  being 
m  mHt  to  refume  it  f 

What  mean,  then,  the  panga  of  dif- 
appointment  ?  What  mean  the  languiih- 
mg  complaints  of  fonow  ?  The  tears 
that  flow  for  buried  Tirtue»  and  the 
iigha  that  mourn  for  parted  friend Qiip  f 
But  to  thefe  queftions  you  will  laj 
others  may  be  oppofed.  You  will  alk 
i£  theie  emotions  ought  to  be  excluded 
from  the  human  heart,  when  they  are 
evidently  the  tfkR  of  nature  ?  You  will 
enquire  whether  the  God  of  nature 
vrould  plant  aficAiont  in  his  creatures^ 
which  to  ftifle  would  be  a  virtue  ? 

To  thele  queftions  I  would  reply,  that 
thofe  affeAions  for  the  obje6ls  of  this 
worldy  which  we  have  received  with 
our  beinff,  may  be  indulced,  but  under 
certain  limitations.  Let  ua  always 
confider  the  end  of  fuch  afieftions. 
Certainly  it  could  not  be  to  create  us 
miiery,  when  thofe  objcAs  are  no  moir ; 
for  that  would  be  indireAly  to  repine 
at  the  difpeniations  of  him  who  has  re- 
moved them  from  us. 

The  voice  of  nature  will  be  heard, 
and  our  tears  will  flow  when  our  deareft 
connections  are  broken.  In  this  we  on- 
ly z€t  like  men:  but  when  forrow  is 
Jong  indulged,  it  becomes  criminal ;  for 
then  we  tamely  give  our(elves  up  to  thole 
paflions  which  it  is  our  duty  to  reftrain, 
and  mEt  in  petulant  oppofition  to  the  de- 
CRea  t^  Providence. 

Human  life  muft  have  manv  avenues 
to  forrow  and  anxiety,  while  we  are 
concerned  for  the  welfare  of  thofe  ob- 
]t6tM  which  have  engaged  "our  affe^ions, 
or  the  fuccefs  of  thofe  fchemes  on  which 
alloor  wifdom  has  been  employed.  The 
duty  of  relip^ation,  therefore,  like  every 
other  that  is  enjoined  us,  is  calculated 
to  promote  our  own  happinefs.  When 
we  nmanber  the  t*uerlafiingjudgm€nts 
of  Gody  we  may  reafooably  be  fiUed 
ivitb  cmtfori  iti  tviry  event, 

*  It  is  the  Lord }  let  him  do  what 

*  feemeth  unto  him  good.     It  is  the 

*  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and 

<  gracious,  flowtoans;er,  abundant  in 

<  goodnefs,  ^nd  in  truth. 

*  Why  (hould  ve  fay  unto  my  foul, 

*  that  (he  Oiould  flee  as  a  bird  unto  the 

<  hill  ?   Behold  the  Lord,  the  Lord  of 

*  Hofts  is  my  refuge ;  the  God  of  Ja- 
^  pob  is  on  my  right-hand.* 

Under  fuch  confidence  as  this,  what 
Jiave  we  to  fear,  and  for  what  flioiild 
ir$  ifhl    Tbat  misfortuncf  ieem  fo 


coonteraft  our  fchemes  of  happinefs, 
and  that  the  profpe^s  of  hope  are  cut 
offby  difappointment}  we  might  mourn 
indeed,  were  this  the  only  fcene  of  our 
exiftence,  and  were  our  views  terminated 
by  our  departure  from  it.  That  human 
knowledge  is  often  inadequate  to  tho 
purpofes  of  life,  and  always  imperfeft, 
would  be  a  melancholy  confideration, 
were  it  not  attended  with  the  profpeft 
of  an  exiftence,  where  knowledge  as 
well  as  happinefs,  fliall  flow  from  the 
fountain  of  Infinite  PerfeAion. 

This  reflexion  might,  one  fliould 
think,  be  fufficlent  to  fet  our  hearts  at 
eafe  with  refpeCl  to  temporary  misfor- 
tunes }  but  ftill  more  powerful  will  be 
the  motives  to  refignation,  when  we 
coniider  that  the  Father  of  heaven  has 
not  only  promifed  us  a  fafe  retreat  at 
laft  from  our  affliAions,  but  to  fupport 
us  under  them. 

*  Thefe  things  have  I  faid  unto  you, 
«  that  in  me  ye  mfght  have  peace :  in  the 
«  world  ye  fhall  have  tribulation. 

*  Are  not  two  fparrows  fold  for« 
«  farthing?  and  one  of  them  falJeth  not 
«  to  the  ground  without  the  permiiHon 
*  of  my  Father  who  is  in  heaven.  Arc 
«  not  ye  of  more  value  than  many  fpar- 
«  rows?* 

That  man  in  the  fyftem  of  nature  has 
a  peculiar  regard  fhewn  him,  it  would 
be  fupeifluous  to  obferve.  None  of  us 
can  be  fo  blind  to  the  bounties  we  en- 
joy, nor  to  the  eminent  prerogatives  by 
which  we  are  diftingaifhcd.  But  I  may 
infer,  that  as  the  favour  of  the  Almigh- 
ty is  fo  evidently  feen  in  man,  his  con- 
fidencein  him,  under  every  circumftance 
of  life,  ought  to  be  in  proportion.  If 
he  is  diftinguiflied  by  the  light  of  reafon, 
he  ought  not  furely  to  make  that  light 
an  inltrument  to  cenfure  the  perfection 
from  which  it  flows^yet  difcontent  is  a 
kind  of  cenfure  on  Providence. 

Alas  !  my  dear  Cooflantia,  how  mif- 
taken  is  the  man,  how  much  an  enemy 
to  his  own  happinefs,  who  confldes  not 
in  the  meafure(,  nor  refigns  to  the  dif- 
penfations  of  his  Creator:  he  robs  himfelf 
at  once  of  that  fovereign  remedy  of  evil, 
reliance  an  a  fuperior  power.  He  is  in- 
volved in  calamities  without  the  allevia- 
tion of  hope,  and  fubjeA  to  misfortunes 
without  redrefs. 

But  happy,  above  all  names  of  hap- 
pinefs, is  he  who  with  grateful  humility 
fubmits  to  the  detmninatioos  of  God. 
The  viciflitudes  of  fortune  cannot  dif- 
lift  ueia 
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trefs  kin).  He  is  fecure  in  tbc  care  of 
Aln^ightyGoodnef^.  Nature  may  (brink 
back  Trum  the  ftroke  of  affli^iiony  bu( 
the  confli£l  that  is  fupported  by  hope 
can  neither  be  long  nor  painful. 

*  Why  art  thou  fo  full  of  heavinefs^ 
^  O  my  foul,  aod  why  art  thou  fo  dif- 
'  quieted  within  mc  ?     Truft  in  God^* 

The  greut  ob}e£l  of  his  hope,  the 
perfefl  happinefs  of  a  future  exiitence, 
ne  knows,  cannot  be  very  diftant— that 
he  has  but  to  travel  a  few  days  longer 
till  he  reach  the  mandons  of  everiailmg 
xeft,  where  the  miferies  and  deluiions 
of  mortality  fliall  vaniihy  and  forrow 
and  mourning  Jball  fke  awav.  Adieu, 
ipy  ConfUntia  I  Think  of  tneie  thingSj 
and  be  happy. 

FaANCI9« 


LETTER    XIV. 

'   THE0D08IUS   TO   CONSTANTIA. 

WITHOUT  waiting  any  return 
to  my.  lad,  I  once  more  lit  down 
'^o  write  to  you.  I  would  iu  fome  mea- 
sure imitate  that  dear  and  valuable  friend 
you  have  lo(i,  whofe  aiTiduuus  tender- 
nefs,  you  fay,  would  never  leave  you 
to  the  attacks  of  folitary  forrow.  This 
was  wifely  done  when  yuur  grief  had 
continued  unreafonibly  long)  but  I  am 
always  of  opinion,  that  under  the  iirft 
Aages  of  forrow  the  mind  /hould  be  left 
^0  itfelf  i  and  would  our  common  mles 
permit  me  to  vifit  you,  I  Ihould  decline 
It  till  the  violence  of  your  grief  fubfided. 

Theobje6tiun,  however,  does  not  lie 
with  the  fame  force  againlt  writing  to 
you.  We  can  better  bear  the  fentiments 
of  our  friends,  when  they  are  not  per- 
'  fonally  witneflls  to  our  wcaknefs. 

My  defign  at  prekotis  not  to  inilru^l 
.but  to  amufc  you.  I  therefore  fend  you 
poetry  inllc.id  of  i^hilofophy;  or  rather, 
indeed,  phiiofophy  harmonized ;  for  the 
fentim.iiUl  part  of  the  following  com- 
pofition  is  truly  noble. 


PSALM    CVII. 

VE  T  once  more  wake  the  ftrain  of  grate- 
ful praifc, 
To  that  Eternal  Power  whofe  mercy  fliinei 
O'erall  his  worici,  ima)«rtat !  Letthem  wake 
.  Thegratefnlftrainonceaiofey  tho£s  happier 


Whan  hit  hand  leieMA  St^m  tbt 

chain 
Of  old  capttvitjf !    From  climes  rem«tey 
From  the  firft  openingi  of  the  orieoc  dty, 
FromHerper*sniver  fioo4-gate8,,from  tht  ibr 
That  ihoots  it's  pale  rayi  o*er  the  ftivatng: 

ffqrth, 
From  ?gypt*»  tyrant  Aores,  his  parent  Tsiee 
Their  ftattered  trtint  affemblcd.  Loiigtkc|: 

TJ^o*  wild  woeda  imfrcfucaod  ;  toag   ■  aoe 

foQJid 
City,  ot  fafe  abode  i  till  ttatore  fmak 
With  meagre  want  oppndl^  alkdclM  faint  p«ll^ 
Of  life  beat  weakly.    Tiuu,  with,  kiH&bk 

prayer 
To  Heaven  they  turnM  repent^nt^  not  an* 

heard. 
Eternal  Mercy  led  t!he  waodereri  fortl^ 
To  habitable  towns,  and  fafe  abodes. 

Q  f4r  the  fpntt  of  csalfted  praife» 
To  blaxon  high  tbofe  adaof  power  dlvin^K 
Tkofe  boundlefr  mercici  ihae  embcMfe. 
mnkindi 

Theys  thrice  uaJbappy  I  o*er  w.ho&  joy  lei* 

heads 
Grimdarkn^fshorers^  they  who  lonely  4  well- 
In  Death's  unchearful  {hade,adi£led,  boundl 
In  cold  imprifoning  chains,  the  fad  reward 
Of  impious,  daring,  and  rebelUous  deeds^ 
When  heavenly  Ju(Hce,with  herntdiint  aroi> 
Smites  their  proud  hearts;  c>n  they,  by 

humble  prayer, 
Unfold  fweet  Mercy*teaiy-fli4Sfignio»$  . 
Their  iron  bondage  burftt,and  ibvtb  they  rvA. 
From  Death*s  dim  ihadow  to  the  golden  ^.^ 

0.for  the  fpirit  of  exalted  praiiisy 
To  blaaoo  high  thofe  ^QLb  of  power  divine* 
Thole  boundleOi  mercies  that  embiace 
mankltid ! 

Fo11y*s  vain  votaries,  from  difordeiiwild* 
And  mad   intemperance,   reaping  painful 

fitxhs, 
Difeafe  and  languor,  to  the  dreary  door 
Of  ijeath  mov<9   tremHltng.«-Tb«o  with 

immble  prayer  * 

To  Heaven  rhey  turn  r«pcBtaet.not  nnlieacd* 
Heelth^s  rofy  light  relomeithe  laoguidcfaeek^ 
And  Ruin  quits  his  mediteibtd  prey* 

O  for  the  fpirit  of  exalted  peaife, 
To  blazon  nigh  thofe  a^  of  power  diviae, 
Thofe  boundlefs  mercies  th*t  embrace 
mankind ! 

Let  man  for  ever  wake  the  grateful  ftrais* 

The  facrifico  of  reafon  j  ever  (ing 

His  Maker*8  works,and  triumph  in  the  ibng. 

The  bold  adventurers,  en  the  ftormy  breaH 
Of  octane  tenants  of  the  Wkt*ry  WMld;  ' 

Mark 
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L  ta  the  na^tjrwaftt  of  feat  waA  flckt» 
JMegnificeacc  Dmec.     At  bit  coamieii4 
The  fwifc  wind  fweept  the  hillows )  op  they 

rile 
loiuiate  to  the  violt  of  hea? en,  then  do«ra 
pKCtpitetelj  lleep,  difpartiAg,  ope 
The  Taft  ahyfs  Toracioot.  Ah  !  where  then. 
Weak  marincri y  your  hopes  i  Then  the  heart 

faintt. 
From  fideto  fide  they  nin,the7  reel^they  fall. 
Inebriate  with  eoA^fiOn.  Nought  renaf ni 
B  lit  tiambliag  pf  ajer,  the  laft  appeal  to  Hea- 

Her  ▼ain  the  left  appeal.    Ahfttdj,  fee  ! 
The  rapid  aonn  f«hfidet,and  the  wave  ileepa* 
Alert  withia  the  meny  iailor*s  heart 
$prioga  hope  j  and  ibon  he  haili  the  welcome 
port. 

O  for  the  fpirit  of  exalted  praife, 
To  blazon  high  thofe  a^s  of  powerdirine, 
Thofe  boundleffl  mercies  that  embrace 
mankind  I 

tnm    the   fall  choir  of  «ndiftingiiiA*d 

caowdi. 
FffMD  Wiftom*a  ehoiui  fynod|Crown*d  with 

ye«tf 
To  him  for  ever  flow  coUe^ve  praife  1 

Where  in  wild  fwcetoefs  rofe  tbe  fallying 


firing, 
:(prej 


Where  (pread  the  copiont  rtver,  where  dtf- 

play*d 
The  vale  it*i  Tcrdant  honoori,  barren  lies 
A  dry  wafte,  mark  of  Heaven's  'avenging 

hand) 
Wliea  faefad  Juflice  fpoke  the  doom  of  guilt. 

Bat  le !  whete  once  the  dry  wafte  barren  Ufi 
Thcr«  in  wild  fwcetnefs  flows  the  Tallying 

fpring* 
There  fpreads  the  copious  nver,thered  i  fplayi 
The  vale  it'a  verdant  honours ;  hamlets  fAt, 
Richhanrefti,  bluihing  vincyardsj  golden 

fruits, 
Andllock8abundant,the1ong-famifli*dfwain 
Beholds  deKghted.  Heaven's  peculiar  care 
Are  allAffii^ion's  children:  when  the  yoke 
Of  Hem  Oppreflk>fl  l|vks  the  weary  heart, 
Perilh  the  ilem  opprefibts :  low  in  duft, 
tarn  lies  each  princely  head ;  while  goaxdo 

ed  fafe, 
Aa  flocka  repofing  in  their  evening  fold. 
The  peafaat  Heeps  in  peace.  ^  O  fi^^t  of  joy 
To  faithful  Piety  !  of  confcious  pain, 
And  keen  conviction >  to  the  heart  of  guilt! 

This,  this  IS  Wifdom*8  leflbn  :  to  explore 
The  a^ive  fcheme  of  Providence ;  to  learn 
Ilii  love  divine:  and,  learning,  to  confide. 

There  is  no  employment  fo  delight- 
ful to  a  devout  mind  as  this  attention  to 
4hc  lifible  a^mini^tton  of  Providence. 


To  coetemplato  tbe  Creator  of  tb« 
«i6verfe  in  the^  magnificence  of  hia 
works,  enlarge!  and  elevatet  the  foul, 
lifts  it  above  the  impertinence  of  vulgar 
caret,  and  gives  it  a  kti>d  of  heavenly 
pre-exiftence.  To  confider  the  bcn«- 
volent  p!urpo(es  for  which  he  called 
forth  this  variety  and  multitude  of  be-> 
iag,  that  comes  under  our  cognizance, 
■iuft  be  a  perpetual  fource  of  comfort. 
A  rational  creature,  that  is  confcious  of 
deriving  it*s  exiftcnce  from  a  Being  of 
h finite  goodnefs  and  power,  cannot  pro* 
perly  entertain  any  profpe^  botof  hap« 
pinefs.  By  the  imperfection  of  it*s  na« 
ture  it  may  fall  into  temporary  evils, 
but  thefe  cannot  julUy  be  the  fubjea  of 
complaint,  when  we  reflet  that  this 
very  imperfeAion  vras  ncceiTary  to  a  pro* 
batory  life,  and  that,  without  it,  thera 
cottM  neither  have  been  virtue,  nor  tba 
sewards  of  virtue.  Every  degree  of 
excellence  depends  upon  comparifon. 
Were  there  no  deformity  in  the  world, 
we  fiiould  have  no  diftin^  ideas  of  beau* 
tv  I  ■  were  there  no  pofTibility  of  vice, 
mere  would  be  no  fuch  thing  as  virtue | 
and  vrere  the  life  of  man  exempt  from 
mlfery,  happinefs  would  be  a  term  of 
which  be  could  not  know  tbe  meaniog* 
Adieu !  Be  wife  and  happy. 

Francis. 


LETTER    XV. 

CONSTANTIA   TO   TUgODOSIVS.- 

IF  I  could  pronounce  my  heart  to  be 
perfeAly  at  eafe,  you  would  have  the 
only  reward  you  defire  for  your  pater- 
nal care.  But  ihali  I,  on  (he  contrary, 
avow  my  ingratitude  f  Shall  I  own  that 
this  obitinate,  this  petulant  heart,  is 
not  yet  at  reft  ?  Could  it  oppofe  itfelf 
to  the  united  efforts  of  reafon  and  reli- 
gion f  Would  it  neither  be  Toothed  by 
harmony,  nor  filenced  by  philofophy? 
Vain,  incorrigible  heart  I 

Indeed,  my  venerable  friend,  I  muft 
not  diifemble  with  you  :  I  have  not  yet 
recovered  my  foi  mer  peace.  And  yet, 
why  I  I  have  the  (amc  confidence  in 
the  adminiftration  of  Providence.  I  be- 
lieve as  much  in  his  goodnefs,  as  much 
in  his  wifdom.  I  attend,  with  the  faro^ 
readinefs,  on  the  duties  of  religion,  and 
offer  up  my  prayers  with  the  lame  afii- 
Mice.    I  agree  to  every  coaclulion  yo^ 
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have  drawn  either  from  moral  or  reli- 
gious arguments.  I  acknowledge  the 
propriety,  the  duty  of  refignation,  un- 
der every  circumftance  of  affli6^ion,  and 
yet  I  am  afflifled.  I  fee  the  abfurdity 
of  grief,  yet  I  am  grieved .  What  can  i 
do  more  ?  I  fubmit  entirely  to  the  dif- 
pen  rations  of  Providence.  My  will  fub- 
mits.  I  do  not  wifh  to  call  nsy  depart- 
ed friend  to  life  :  but  this  fubmiffion 
does  not  clear  my  heart  of  forrow.  Sure- 
ly it  has  fome  connections  which  are  not 
obedient  to  the  will,  and  from  which  it 
derives  involuntary  pleafure  or  pnin.  It 
SH>tthis  true  >  We  experience  it  in  all 
inftances  of  afFcftion  :  we  are  fenfible  of 
attachments  we  cannot  account  for ;  and 
as  thofe  attachments  are  facilitated  or 
interrupted,  we  are  happy  or  miferable 
independent  ly  of  reafon  or  the  wi  1 1 .  If 
tbefe  obfervations  are  founded  upon 
tnith  and  nature,  I  hope  I  (hall  ftand 
rtcufed  both  before  you,  and  at  a  high- 
er tribunal,  for  thofe  tears  that  have 
fallen  over  the  grave  of  my  Sophia. 

Think  not  that  I  implicitly  give  my- 
Iclf  up  to  the  dominion  of  my  Sorrow.  I 
have  been  too  well  acquainted  with  it, 
irot  to  know  by  what  means  it*8  influ- 
ence is  increafed  or  abated.  I  do  not 
deepen  the  ffloom  of  melancholy  by  fo- 
litary  reflexion ;  I  feck  the  fociety  of 
the  fifterhood»  and  endeavour  to  enter 
into  their  amufement?,  as  well  as  to 
Join  their  devotions.  In  thofe  hours 
when  I  muft  neceffarily  be  alone,  if  the 
vneafinefs  of  my  heart  hinders  the  ap- 

Coacb  of  flcep,  I  have  recourfe  to  my 
loks;  till  at  la(t  the  wearinefs  of  at- 
tention prevails  over  the  force  of  for- 
row, and  procures  me  that  reft  which 
the  latter'would  have  prevented. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  reading,  I  have 
met  with  many  things  on  which  I  want- 
etl  to  confult  you,  but  moll  of  them 
have  efcaped  me.  Some  of  thefe,  how* 
ever,  I  remember.  In  a  book  of  divii. 
r.ity,  which,  I  fuppofe,  mull  have  been 
written  by  on«  of  the  bcrtfy  of  CaWin, 
the  author  affcrts  that  the  « Almighty 

•  has  appointed  a  day  of  grace  to  every 

*  man,  beyond  which  there  can  be  no 
«  remifiion  of  fin*.'  I  muft  own  I  was 
Hauled  by  this  aflertion,  as  it  feemed 
to  me  to  be  very  confequential.  The 
following,  I  think,  were  fome  of  the 
texts  on  which  he  founded  this  belief. 


'  Seek  ye  the  Lord,  while  he  mxf 

*  be  found  \  call  ye  upon  htm,  v^Rle 
'  he  is  near. 

*  Oh,  that  thou  hadft  known,  eien 
'  thou,  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  tiat 

*  belong  unto  thy  peace  \  But  now  they 

*  are  hid  from  thine  eyet. 

*  Again,  he  limiteth  a  day,  layim^» 

*  To-day,  if  ye  will  hear  his  Toice« 

<  harden  not  your  hearts.' 

In  another  part  of  his  book,  be  main* 
tains  that  it  is  impoflible  for  tho(e  whs 
fall  into  (in,  after  having  once  bee« 
converted,  to  repent,  or  to  be  favedf . 
This  doftrine  he  fupports  by  the  fol- 
lowing paftage  in  the  Epiftle  to  the  He- 
brews. 

<  It  is  impoiOble  for  thofe  who  were 

<  once  enlightened,  and  have  tafted  of 

*  the  heavenly  gift,  and  were  made  par- 

*  takers  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  have 

*  tafted  the  good  word  of  God,  and  the 

<  powers  of  the  world  to  come ;  if  they 

<  (hall  fall  away,  to  renew  them  again 
'  unto  repentance  t  leeing  they  criieify 

*  to  themfelvcs  the  Son  of  God  afceflit 
«  and  put  him  to  open  fhame.' 

Tu  this  pa (Tngc*  he  adds  another,  ic- 
lefted  from  the  iame  book. 
'  If  we  fin  wilfully  after  we  havere- 

*  ceived  the  knowledge  of  the  truth, 
'  there  remaineth  no  more  facri/ice  for 

*  fins,  but  a  certain  fearful  looking-for 

*  of  judgment,  and  fiery  indignation, 

*  which   (hail  devour  the  adverfaries. 

*  He  that  defpifed  Mofes's  law,  died 

*  withont  mercy,   under  two  or  thiee 

*  witneffes.  Of  how  much  (brer  pit- 
'  niftiment,  fuppofe  ve,  (hall  he  be 
«  thought  worthy,  who  hath  trodden 

*  under  foot  the  Son  of  God,  and  hath 

*  counted   the  blood  of  the  covenant, 

*  wherewith  he  was  fan^ified,  an  uis- 

<  holy  thing,  and  hath  done  defpite  ta 
«  the  Spirit  of  Grace  V 

I  muft  own  theie  texts  appeared  to  me 
to  make  very  ftrongly  for  bis  argument; 
and  yet  if  thela  doSrines  were  generally 
received,  I  think  they  would  open  more 
avenues  to  defpair  \  for  many  Chriftiant, 
I  fear,  muft  have  finned  wilfully  after 
repentance  and  converfion.  But,  pof. 
fibly,  I  do  not  behold  thefe  Scriptures 
in  a  right  point  of  view.  Let  me  hope 
for  your  kind  inftru£iions;  and  prvf 
for  your 

CONSTANTIA. 


*  Many  of  oar  mo'^em  finattcks,  methodlftti  Jlec«  h^U  this  do^UK* 
'\  This  is  another  do^rin^  ^  faAa^iafm* 
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LETTER    XVI. 

TBBODOSIUt  TO  CONITANTIA. 

YO  U  do  well  to  amufe  yourfdf  by 
books  and  company  i  that  amure- 
Bicnt  will  divert  your  melancholy  more 
effectually  chao>  any  precepts  of  philo- 
fophy. 

But  what  ihall  I  fay  to  your  contro- 
verfiai  ftudies  ?  Shall  I  praife  you  for 
wearrine  your  eyes  over  the  pages  of 
Calvintihck  dreamers  •^-'for  honouring 
with  your  attention  the  groundlefs  doc- 
trines of  narrow- lighted  fanaticks)  who, 
either  from  want  of  knowledge  or  of 
candour,  or  more  probably  from  want 
of  both,  have  feized  a  limb  of  a  text, 
and  without  attending  either  to  the  wri- 
ter's defign,  or  to  toe  analogy  of  his 
ftafbning,  have  founded  upon  the  mere 
letter,  do^ines  that  dilhonour  their 
God? 

Such,  and  fo  founded,  are  thofe  you 
have  oientioDed. 

That  God  hath  appointed  a  certain 
period  in  the  life  of  man,  beyond  which 
be  will  not  extend  his  ^ce  to  him,  is 
a  do^ne  which  is  fo  far  from  having 
any  foundation  either  in  reafon  or  reve- 
latioo,  that  it  is  repugnant  to  the  firft, 
tad  totally  unfupported  by  the  latter. 

The  texts  which  your  author  has  pro- 
duced in  fupport  of  his  opinion,  nave 
no  manner  of  connection  with  it. 

*  Seek  ye  the  Lord,  while  he  may  be 

*  found  $  call  ye  upon  him,  while  he 

*  is  near.* 

The  whole  chapter  from  which  this 
paflkge  is  taken,  refers  to  the  time  of 
the  Me(Hah*s  firft  appearance.  The 
prophet  breaks  out  into  raptures  upon 
the  view  of  that  glorious  sera)  and 
apoftrophixes  to  the  people  that  ftiould 
tnen  be  bom,  exhorting  them  not  to 
lofe  the  happy  opportunity  of  making 
an  intereft  with  the  Redeemer  while  he 
was  perfonally  prefent  with  them. 

<  O   that  thou  hadft  known,    even 

*  thou,  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  that 
<  belong  unto  thy  peace!  but  nowthey 
'  are  hid  from  thine  eyes.* 

This  is  Chrift's  apoftrophe  to  Jeru- 
falem,  when  he  foretold  it^s  approach- 
ing dcftru6tion.  But  what. has  this  to 
do  with  the  umverfal  difpenfation  of 
Graee  f  The  words  are  particularly  ap- 
plicable to  the  occafion  on  which  they 
veisipokeDi  and  to  the  object  where- 
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vnto  they  were  addrefled.  *  Unhappy 
«  city  I  1  wifli  thou  kneweft,  mtbistbf 

*  daj^  while  thou  art  yet  undeftroyed* 
'  or  while  I  am  preient  with  thee,  th9 

*  things  that  belong  unto  thy  peace  ^  thy 
'  evenaiUng  peace,  the  mercies  of  re* 

*  demption  :  but  noaa  tbey  are  bid  from 

*  thine  eyes }  at  this  time  thou  perceir* 

<  eft  them  not.* 

Or,  poffiblv,  tfy  peace  may  (ignify, 
thy  temporal  peace,  and  prefervation 
from  thine  enemies;  which  interpreta* 
tion  the  following  verfe  Teems  to  favour* 

*  But  now  they  are  hid  from  thine  eyes. 

*  Because  the  days  will  come  upon 

<  thee,  when  thine  enemies,*  &c.  I  io- 
dine to  this  fenfe  $  but  whether  this  or 
the  other  be  the  true  one,  is  quite  im- 
material to  the  ttconomy  of  grace. 

Let  us  now  coniider  the  lalt  fcripture 
which  vour  author  has  adduced  in  fa* 
vour  or  his  doCtriife. 

*  Anin,  he  limiteth  a  day,  faying 
«  To. dry,  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice.' 

The  author  of  the  Epiftle  to  the  He* 
brews,  in  the  chapter  iirom  whence  this 
paflage  is  taken,  endeavours  to  prove 
the  certainty  of  that  final  reft  which 
ftill  remained  to  the  people  of  God* 
Thus  he  forms  his  argument  |  *  That 
'  there  is  a  reft  for  the  people  of  God 

<  into  which  they  have  not  yet  entered* 

<  appears  from  that  prophetick  pfalra  of 

*  David,  which  alludes  to  the  time  of 

*  Chritt*s  appearance  upon  earth.    The 

<  prophet,  referring  to  that  time,  faith, 

*  To-day,  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice.  You 

*  fee  he  is  determined  as  to  the  point  of 

*  time;  he  limiteth  or  fetteth  apart  a 

*  day :  wherefore,  from  this  paifage  it 

*  is  apparent,  that  for  you,  Hebrews, 

*  for  you  the  defcendants  of  thofe  who 

*  provoked  God  in  the  wildernefs,  and 
'  were  not  permitted  to  enter  into  his 
^  reft,  a  final  reft  ftill  remains,  to  which 

*  you  arc  invited.* 

Thus  it  is,  my  Conftantia,  that  the 
difcipJes  of  ignorance,  folly  and  fana- 
ticifm,  by  disjoining  and  mifconftru- 
ing  the  Sciptures,  contrive  their  abfurd 
do£lrines ;  for  inftance,  the  tenet  above* 
mentioned.  Is  it  confident  with  the 
juftice  or  the  goodnefs  of  God,  who 
has  appointed  to  man  a  life  of  proba* 
tion,  to  limit  the  s^dvantages,  which,  in 
his  mercy,  he  has  vouchiafed  to  him, 
to  a  ihorter  term  than  his  life  ?  While 
he  leaves  him  ftill  to  contend  with  the 
enemies  of  his  falvation,  will  he  de- 
prive him  of  his  piiucipai  fupport,  the 

ftid. 
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mid  of  bis  grace?  hit  graee»  whieh  be 
has  promifed  to  thofe  that  aik  it»  with- 
out exception^  and  without  limitatiQii  } 

I  hare  done  with  the  firft  tenet  of 
your  author;  let  us  now  (ee  whether 
the  fecond  be  better  founded. 

It  is  impoflible,  he  maintains,  for 
thoie  who  fall  into  fin,  after  having  onoe 
been  converted,  to  repent  or  to  be  fav- 
ed.  This  opinion  he  AiDports  by  two 
pafla^  ^m  the  £  pi  die  to  the  He- 
brews. Without  making  any  remarks 
oa  the  infallibility  of  that  Epiftle  as 
a  rule  of  faith,  without  takmg  no- 
•tice  of  the  difficulty  and  the  late  day 
^  of  it*s  tkimiifion  among  the  canonical 
*  books,  I  (hall  fliew  you  that  your  au- 
dior  has  made  the  paiTages  he  has  fe- 
lefled  from  that  book  prove  too  much. 
"What  the  writer  of  the  Epiftle  means 
by  falling  atvajt  in  the  nrft  paiTage, 
and  by  finning  wilfully  in  the  iaft,  is 
the  denial  of  the  faith  they  had  pro- 
fefled,  and  openly  apoftattzing  from  k. 
This  is  clear  from  the  condufion  of 
boih  the  paflages.  Thofe  who  ftUl 
away  are  faid  to  crucify  to  themfH'uts 
tht  Son  of  Godafrefi,  and  to  put  bim  to 
cfen  fikame.  And  he  who^nn^M  wH- 
fully  h  reprefented  to  ba«V€  trodden  un- 
dir  foot  the  Son  of  Gody  to  have  count- 
ed the  blood  of  the  Covenant^  fwhere-- 
•with  be  *wMfan£lifiedt  an  unholy  things 
and  to  have  done  defpite  to  the  Spirit  of 
Grace, 

From  hence  it  appears,  that  for  a 
downright  apoftate  there  is  no  hope  of 
repentance  or  remiflion  of  fins.  But  your 
author  has  not  confined  this  terrible  de- 
nunciation to  open  apo(lacy.  Accord- 
ing to  him,  none  who  have  fallen  into 
fin  after  converfion  are  capable  of  being 
renewed  by  repentance,  or  fared  by  the 
redemption  ot  Chrift.  This  do^iine 
is  equally  unfcriptural,  and  unreaion- 
able. 

Should  man,  circumftanced  as  he  is, 
be  expofed  by  frailty  to  final  puniih- 
ment,  or  reduced  by  accidentally  fall- 
ing into  vice,  to  irretrievable  ruin,  he 
night  either  turn  from  the  race  that  is 
fet  before  him,  in  hopelefs  dflpondence, 
or  vainly  contend  with  danger  and  dif- 
grace.  The  pilgrimage  of  human  life 
js  rofinitely  troubleforne  and  perplexed. 
Dangers  there  are,  and  difficulties, 
which  all  muft  encounter,  which  can 
neither  he  eluded  by  vigilance,  nor  an- 
nihilated by  contempt. 

*  A  jult  man,'  fays  the  author  of  the 


Book  of  Proverbs, « fidleth  feven  htusi^ 

*  and  rifeth  anin.*  In  this  phce  a  cer- 
tain, is  put  for  an  uncertain  nuooberf 
f^ven  tinMS  being  tmoog  the  Jewi  an 
indefinite  expreffion,  ufed  to  fignify  iny 
-moderate  number.  ^ 

Our  Saviour  himfelf  being  aiked  fcsw 
oft  a  brother  (hould  offend  and  be  9- 
titled  to  forgivenefs,  and  whether  or  aoC 
till  feven  times,  anfwered,  <  Not  unil 

<  ieven  times,  but  till  feventy  times  6- 

*  ven.*  From  this  paffiige  we  have  the 
utmoll  reafon  to  hope,  that  wbenevv 
maa  fliall  efiedually  repent,  the  Dtvioe 
Goodnefs  will  be  rndy  to  forgive  bim. 
For  if  we  are  commanded  to  receive  into 
favour  an  offending  brother,  however 
frequently  he  may  have  trefpafled  againil 
us,  fliall  not  our  heavenly  Father  in 
like  manner  be  ready  to  receive  fudi  as 
turn  unto  biro  ?  Shall  God  recommend 
fuch  a  conduct  to  man  as  he  (bould  not 
admit  in  himfelf?  Are  we  not  told, 
that  the  repentance  of  a  finner  is  luez- 
ceptionablv  fo  acceptable  to  die  Al' 
mighty,  that  the  aneels  in  heaven  .re- 
joice, and  cOBgratuuite  their  fupreme 
and  affeAionate  Creator  on  an  event  Qi^ 
agreeable  to  his  gracious  mind  ? 

The  prodigal  in  the  Gofpel  returns 
not  to  his  father  till  he  had  £aiflied  his 
courfe  of  riot,  which  was  interrupted 
by  nothing  but  his  power  to  Durfue  it. 
He  returns  not  till  compelled  oy  necel- 
fity,  and  therefore  his  repentance  was 
not  a  voluntary  virtue.  But,  behpld, 
his  father  meets  him  while  yet  a  great 
way  off,  and  precludes  his  apologies 
by  the  moft  endearing  reception.  We 
have  not,  indeed,  any  account  of  a  re- 
lapfe  in  the  accepted  prodigal }  but  vire 
are  told  that  before  the  execution  of  bis 
repentance,  he  faid  unto  himfelf,  '  How 

*  many  hired  fervants  of  my  faUier  have 

<  bread  enough,  and  to  fpare,  while  I 
'  perifti  with  huneer  !*  Some  fuch  ic- 
fieflions  he  muft  frequently  have  made, 
when  reduced  to  diftrefs,  and  again  pn>« 
bably  muft  have  quitted  them  trom  va- 
rious motives. 

We  want  not,  however,  this  inftanoe, 
to  prove  that  a  finner  may  be  reftored  to 
favour  after  falling  away  from  his  for- 
mer refolutions  and  proieffions  of  obe- 
dience. The  exan>ple  of  Peter  is  a 
fufficient  proof  in  this  caie.  To  this  I 
ihall  add  another,  which,  though  not  of 
fcriptural  authority,  is  refpeftable,  a»d 
very  much  to  the  prefent  purpofe. 

Eufebius  ulli  us^  that  Saint  Jolm^ 
during 
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^oriTig  bh  miniftration  to  the  weftern 
ehurchcs,  caft  hit  eye  upon  a  yoting 
man  remarkable  for  the  extent  of  his 
kfiowledge,  and  the  ingenuoufnefs  of 
kk  mind.  The  aged  apollle  thought 
diat  he  had  difcovered  in  him  an  ufeful 
inftrument  for  the  propagation  of  Chrif- 
tiRnity.  Accordingly,  he  took  particu- 
lar pains  to  convert  him,  and  to  inftru6l 
him  in  the  divine  doctrines  of  his  Great 
Mafter.  That  he  might  be  ftill  better 
acquainted  with  the  fyilem  of  ChriAiani- 
ty,  at  his  departure,  he  recommended 
him  to  the  care  of  a  pious  did  father, 
^»bo  had  fome  authority  in  the  infant 
church.  The  youth  continued  a  while 
in  the  duties  of  his  new  profeflton,  and 
attended  with  care  to  the  ie£lures  of 
his  venerable  tutor.  But  his  former 
aA>ciates,  when  they  found  themfelves 
dtferted  by  him,  were  grieved  at  the 
fuccefs  of  the  apoftle,  and  exerted  their 
otmoft*  efforts  to  regain  fo  ufeful  and  fo 
entertaining  a  companion.  They  fuc- 
ceeded  in  their  attempts,  and  the  f;ither 
was  forfaken.  The  apoftle,  after  Ibme 
lime,  returned  to  thofe  parts.  •  Where,' 
fiiid  he,  with  impatience,  to  his  a^ed 
friend,  *  where,  my  fellow  labourer,  is 

*  my  favourite  youth  ?'— *  Alas,'  re- 
plied the  good  old  man,  with  tears  in 
his  eyes,  *  he  is  fallen ;  irrecoverably 

*  fallen :  he  has  forfaken  the  fociety  of 
'  the  faints,  and  is  now  the  leader  of  a 

*  g»ng  of  robbers  in  the  neighbouring 
*.  mountains  P  Upon  hearing  this  un- 
expcfted  and  unpleafmg  account,  the 
apofUe  forgot  his  fuiferings  and  his 
fcAn,  and  battened  to  the  place  of  ren  • 
drsvous  i  where,  being  feized  by  ibme 
of  the  band,  he  dcfued  to  fpeak  with 
tbeir  captain.  The  captain  being  told 
that  a  ftrange  pilgrim  aflced  to*be  ad'- 
nitted  to  him,  ordered  him  to  be  brought 
before  bim.  But  when  he  beheld  the 
vienerable  apoftle,  his  hopes  of  amufe- 
roent  were  changed  into  (name  and  con- 
fofion;  and  the  hardy  leader  of  a  band 
of  robbers  trembled  before  a  poor  un- 
armed old  man.  He  quitted  once  more 
the  fociety  of  wickednefs,  and  lived  and 
died  in  the  fervke  of  his  Redeemer. 

Prom  hence  it  is  evident,  that  a  re- 
lapfe  after  repentance  or  converHon,  was 
not  looked  upon  by  the  primitive  Chrif- 
tians,  nor  yet  by  the  apolUes  therafelvts, 
as  any  means  of  txciuding  the  futore 
aicrcics  of  God. 

Ab  otter  apoib«y,  ta  cntin;  dcTeruon 
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of  the  faith  we  have  profefled,  and  a 
contertiptuods  rejeAion  of  the  grace  we 
have  received,  may,  according  to  tbe au- 
thor of  the  Epiftleto  the  Hebrews,  render 
us  incapable  of  repentance,  and  utterly 
difqualjfy  us  for  the  future  mercies  of 
God.  But  fins  inferior  to  thefe  will 
not  reduce  us  to  the  fame  dreadful  cir* 
cumftances.  Our  Creator  knowetk 
^whereof  nue  are  made^  be  remember etk 
tbat  tue  are  but  clay  \  and  though  tve 
TMj  fail,  yet  we /ball  not  be  caft  awe^^ 
iince  be  upboldetb  us  *witb  bis  band. 

God  prefervc  you,  my  amiable  friendl 
preferve  and  dire6l  you  through  the  un* 
certain  paths  of  this  world,  till  you  ar* 
rive  at  the  realms  of  everiafting  reft ;  till 
your  innocent,  your  bapi-.y  fpirit,  ihaU 
quit,  without  a  (igh,  the  tender  frame 
that  confines  it,  and  rife,  condufled  by 
fome  fmiling  angel,  to  the  blelTed  fociety 
of  good  men  iriade  perfe£l  1     Adieu  I 

Francis* 


L  E  T  t  £  It    XVIt. 

CONSTANTIA   TO   THE0D0SIV8* 

TH  E  everlafting  doors  of  futurity 
are  thrown  open— the  race  of  lite 
is  almoft  run,  and  this,  probably,  is 
the  laft  time  that  your  Conftantia  will 
have  the  happinefs  of  pouring  out  her 
heart  to  you.  I  am  feized  with  the  firft 
fymptoms  of  that  pe(lilential  fever, 
which  has  been  fo  univerfally  fatal, 
that  it  brings  with  it  almoft  the  certain- 
ty of  death.  Now,  therefore,  before 
my  faculties  are  overcome  by  the  dif- 
eafe,  I  devote  to  you  one  hour  more  of 
a  life  in  which  you  have  had  Co  great  aa 
intereft. 

In  a  (Ituation  like  this  it  is  natural  to 
look  back,  and  to  take  a  view  of  the 
country  through  which  we  have  travel* 
led,  before  we  lofe  fic^ht  of  it  for  ever* 
The  ways  through  which  I  have  walk- 
ed, though  in  many  circumftances  pe  • 
culiar,  and  unlike  the  allotment  of 
others,  have  yet,  like  others^  been  va- 
rious, and  different  in  the  different  jie- 
riods  of  the  journey.  Before  my  pre- 
fent  illncfs  I  drew  up  a  fhort  view  of 
my  life,  part  of  which  I  will  now 
tranfcribe,  that  with  you  it  may  ftrve 
as  an  apology  for  my  condu£i  when  I 
iluli  benomore*' 

I  A« 
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AN    AfOLOOY   POJL    TKB    LIFE   OP 
'  SksTBK  CONSTANCE  )     WRITTEN 

iv  reIsb'lf,  and  addressed 

TO  FATHBH  FRANCIS. 

XrOU  know  how  early"  I  loft  the  bcft 
^  and  mbft  affeftion'atc  of  mothers. 
That  was  a  mi^^fortunc  wh^h,  thougli 
^en  only  bewailed  with  tears  which  had 
110  meaning,  left  behind  it  a  cloud  that 
WeHhado^Aredthcreft  ofmy  life.  Had 
Vny  infant  yeai-s  been  trained' by  her,  I 
Aoiifd  have  acqaired  the  habits  of  vir- 
tue from  the  influence  of  example.  The 
Want  of  this  was  much  to  be  lamented* 
for  there  is  a  happv  contagion  in  the 
power  of  living  excellence,  whichj  while 
yrt  admire,  we  necefrsirily  imitate.Thofs 
irirhies  which  iwe  draw  from  precept  or 
fpeculation  are  feldbm  more  than  fpiecu- 
lative)  but  thofe  which' we  derive  in- 
ftnfiblv  from  the  imitation  of  exemplary 
charaaers'becoihe  lafting  aiid  halsitual. 
But,  beiid^  the  lofs  of  a  happy  and  an 
excellent  pattern  of  every  female  virtue, 
I  was  deprived  at  the  fame  time  of  thoft 
maternal  cares,  thofe  tender  affiduities, 
that  watch  over  the  young  ihind,  ac- 
celerate the  progrefs  of  reafon,  and  fup- 
ply'the  want  or  experience  by  precept. 
Of  thefe  advantages  I  was  wholly  def-. 
titute  i  for  my  father,  inattentive  to  every 
thing  bnt  the  acquifition  of  wealth, 
diofight  but  little  of  the'  improvement 
of  his  daughter ;  or,  if  he  thought  of 
it  at  all,  concluded  that  fhe  would  ne- 
cdfarily  improve  in  proportion  to  the 
advancement  of  her  fortune.  Accord- 
ingly, I'was  abandoned  to  the  common, 
forms  of  ffemale  education,  without  thoCe. 
private  attentions,  thofe  exemplary- in-" 
9uences,  which  ate  of  infinitely  greater^ 
importance  than  all  general  inltru^idns,' 
Thus  unappreheniive  and  Uniiiform- ' 
ed,  in  the  firft  thoughtlefs  advances 
fi-dm  childhood  to  matci^ty^  is  it  to  be  • 
wondered  tharthe  amiable  and  acconi-. 
plilhed  Theodoi7us  (hould  find  an  eafy 
admittance  to  a  heart  where  every  paf- 
£on  was  awsdce,  all  unguarded,  and 
Bpne  reftriined  ? 

•But  thefevfeiity  of  wifdom  itftlf  (pru- 
dence, you  have  told  me,  is  but  the  ape 
•f  wifdom)  eould  have  had  few  objec 
tipns  agaitift  the  paifioii  that  I  entertain- 
ed. For  did  it  not  receive  a  iani&ion 
from  the  objeft?  What  did  T  admire 
in,Theoddfius  ?  Was  it  a  fymmetry  of 
fttttnts  }    -yfzi  it  BOt  die  piercing  ^. 


nius,  and  the  cixltlvated  mini  f  WUk 
his  knowledge  eulightened«  his  lufiM- 
lity  charmedine;  and  while  at  on^  Ik 
taught  my  heart  and  ray  mind  toox- 
pand,  is  itto  be  wpndered  that  he  tnd^ 
room  for  hi  m  fel  f  ?  The  powers  of  » 
nius  have  an  irrefiftible  charm  for  tuni 
and  while  Theodofius  was  forming  is 
mind  of  Conilantia,  he  was  cheriuiiif 
a  plant  which,  like  the  gourd  of  Joiiskt 
as  foon  ^as  it  fprung  up,  would  nretdh 
it^s  arms  to  embrace  him* 

When  th  is  intercourfe  of  growing  te» 
dernefs  was  at  an  end,  when  the  ohfti* 
nacy  of  ridiculous  pride  divided  the  fa* 
mi  lies  of  Theodobus  and  Copftantia, 
what  did  I  not  feel  from  the  apprehen- 
fion  of  being  feparated  from  the  oMn  I 
loved  ?,  Pride,.  However,  came  in  to  my 
aid  J  I  (hed  a  few  angry;  tears,  and  com* 
manded  my  heart  to  be  at  ei£t.  But, 
alas  I  I  foon  found  that  Theodofiua  wm 
dearer  to  me  than  I  inunoed.  Yet 
even  with  this  conviflioOf  by  the  unit* 
ed  influences  of  pnde,  and  fear,  uid 
fliame,  my  natural  attachments  to  him 
were  overborne }  and,  without  coofult* 
ing  either  my  happinefs  or  my  inclina- 
tion, I  had  the  infatuation  to  acquiefoe 
with  that  propofal  of  my  father  which 
baniflied  Theodofius. 

This  was  the  moft  culpable  circom- 
ftance  of  my  life;  a  fault  which  in- 
deed brought  it^s  punifliment  along  with 
it,  and  for  which  the  miferiea  of  one 
period,  and  the  penitence  of  another,* 
I^ave,  I  bope^  made  an  adequate  atone* 
naent. 

*  The  years  tha^psiTed  between  that 
event  and  my  admii&on  into  this  holy 
retreat,  were  milerably  worn  away  be- 
tween the  languor  of  melancholy,  wad 
the  acutenel's  of  grief :  yet  that  plain- 
tive and  unreiigocd  ftate  of  mind  was 
not,  I  truft,  accompanied  with  any  great 
deeree  of  giult,  fmce  it  was  not  at  the 
di^nfations  of  Providence  that  I  mar- 
mured,  but  at  the  fuppo&d  confequencea. 
of  my  own  folly,  rhat  I  refu&d  with 
rqfolute  indignation  the  n)an,  to  whom, 
before,  I  had  been  fo  weak  aa  not  t« 
deny  my  hand,  was  npt  enough  to  make 
fatisfaflion  to  my  own  heart*  While 
I  conlideied  Theodofiua  as  dtiad,  and 
myielf  as  in  fome  meafare  the  caufe  of 
his  death,  between  the  grief  of  affec-  - 
tion,  and  the  inquietude  of  confcience, 
I  was  at  length  fenced  to  the' moft  pi- : 
tiabl«  ftale  hoth  of  body, and  miiCis 

tW 
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ik  9M  eiHsetated  with  fomxr  md 
«vatc}unfr^  and  the  faculties  of  the  other 
aJmoft  iuiik  in  ftupefa^on. 

Great  dtftftiTes  are  the  ijpe£lres  of  the 
njind,  and,  as  it  is  fabled  of  the  ghoftt 
«f  felf- murdered  bodies,  they  hover  over 


cd  to  the  prtftnct  of  the  friend»  |«. 
placed  that  quiet  in  lav  heart  to  vrhich 
it  had  been  fo  long  a  itranger.  Thoit 
eonfoiations,  however,  were  not  more 
Toothing  than  the  IciTons  that  attended 
them   were  inftni6);ive.     While  froin 


|he  fcene  where  their  objeA  is  incombed.  thofe  I  derived  content  and  comfort, 
BuHntfs  and  amuiement,  fociety  and  fiom  tbefe  I  received  the  lights  of  trutl^ 
'^^  '"^  ^  and  reafon,  and  was  taught  to  look  up 
with  an  imelliflent  adoration  to  that 
Being  whofe  eflence  is  Goodnefs  and 
Wifdom.  From  the  confideration  of 
theft  dillinguifliing  attributes,  whenever 
he  ihall  reiuooe  that  life  whieh  he  gave 
me,  I  ihall  refign'  it  into  his  hand| 
without  forrow,  and  withbut  fear« 


£>litude,  were  alike  impreAed  with  the 
ima£e  of  TheodoGuss  the  painful  idea 
puraied  me  through  every  avocation,  nor 
could  I  find  a  retreat  from  it  in  the 
bofom  of  friendOiip.  The  fympatbiz- 
ing  heart  of  my  Sophia  added  new  foft- 
Deis  to  my  own,  and  the  tendernefs  of 
her  6riendihip  made  me  feel  more  ftn- 
fiblv  the  lofs  of  Theodolios. 

At  laft  that  dear  lamented  friend, 
with  fome  few  more  that  pitied  and  re- 
garded me^  applied  to  my  father  for  his 
permiifiott  that  I  might  retire  into  a 
convent.  Their  generolity  procured  me 
what  the  voice  of  nature  and  the  tears  of 
duty  had  folkited  in  vain;  and,  by  the 
irrenllible  offer  of  difchargiag  the  fees 
of  my  admiiTion,  they  piev&iled  on  the 
father  of  Conftantia,  that  flie  might  be 
permitted  to  take  the  veil. 

Since  I  entered  upon  the  conventual 
life,  iny  cooduft.has  been  too  well 
known  to  you,  if  not  to  need  an  apo* 
^^7»  9t  leaft  to  be  enlarged  upon  here. 
But  after  thofe  alpirations  of  grati- 
tude that  rife  to  heaven,  after  thofe 
truly  grateful  fcntiments  which  I  muft 
ever  entertain  for  thole  beneficent  friends 
who  procured  my  eftablifhment  in  this 
place,  what  words  /ball  I  find  expref- 
iive  of  that  gratitude  which  is  due  to 
Father  Francis  ?— «that  tender,  that  af- 
fe^ionate  father,  who  has  nurfcd  my 
mind  with  thofe  paternal  adiduities, 
which  were  fbmewhat  above  the  moft 
perfect  nature  of  man,  which  could  only 
flow  from  a  bean  where  human  fenfibi- 
lity  was  exalted  and  refined  by  the  im- 
mortal graces,  and  where  God  himfelf 
elevated  and  expanded  that  philanthropy 
which  he  loVes. 

To  the  ever-venerable  Father  Francis 
I  owe  the  grrjktefl  moral  blefTings  that 
are  aUainabje  in  this  world-«-peace  of 
confcience,  and  reflitudeof  reafon.  For 
ibc  recovery  s>i  the  firii,  indeed,  little 
more  was  necef&ry  than  the  certainty 
that-  Theodofius  was  aliye  and  happy} 
but  the  confolations  of  the  father  add- 


With  difficulty  I  had  written  thus 
far,  when  the  importunity  of  mydifor- 
der  obliged  me  to  lay  down  the  pen.  I 
have  now  refumed  it,  and  will  bear  it 
as  long  as  I  am  able;  for  while  I  hold 
but  even  an'ideal  converfatiod  with  you» 
the  fenfe  of  pain  is  fiifpended.  Other 
than  bodily  pain  I  have  none.  Thtf 
prefumption  With  which  my  apology 
concluded,  I  find,  was  not  vain.  I  am 
perfectly  indifferent  to  the  approach  of 
death,  and  agreeably  to  the  kindwifh 
with  which  you  dnce*  concluded  a  letter, 
I  truft  that  '  my  fpirit  fhall  quit,  with- 

<  out  a  figh,  the  frame^hat  confines  it.* 
To  YOU,  my  deareft  friend,  my  moffc 

venerable  father,  loved  by  every  dear, 
and  refpeAed  by  every  Acred  name,  to 
you,  under  the  gracious  appointments 
of  Providence,  I  owe  this  haopv  ferenity. 
By  giving  me.proper  ideas  ot  the  Author 
oi  Nature,  and  the  obligations  of  his 
creatun^s,  you  have  taught  me  to  look 
on  death  as  one  of  his  be(i  gifts,  and  on 
all  beyond  it  without  any  apprehenfion. 
Behold  here  the  reward  of  your  pious 
labours !  Behold  with  pieafore  the  re- 
fignation  of  a  mind  that  you  ftrengthen- 
ed,  of  a  heart  that  you  armed  again  ft 
yourfelf. 

*  My  heart  was  grieved,  and  it  went 

*  ev«:n  through  my  renis. 

*  So  fooliSi  was  I  and  ignorant,  even 

*  as  it  were  tm  irtahoml  creature  be- 

*  fore  thee. 

*  Neverthelefs  I  am  always  by  thee, 

<  for  thou  bafl  holden  me  by  my  right- 

<  hand'. 


•  This  laft  l^ter  of  Coaftantia,  and  the  aafwcr  of  Theodofitts,  feem  to  have  been  vtixu 
tea  iiotnc  vcais  aiicr  ihe  prccc4ifi|  Utisrt* 

1  X  •  Thou 
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.  5  Thot^fludtgMidemewiththycouh- 

*  fel,  aod  after  that  receive  me  in  gb- 
^  ry. 

«  Whom^oi/  I  haye  in  heaven  but 

*  thee, /9]r  there  it  none  upon  earth  that 

*  I  deure  in  comparircm  of  thee  ? 

'  M]^  flediy  and  my  heart  faileth,  but 

*  God  is  the  ftrength  of  my  heart,  and 
f  my  portion  for  ever  I' 

^n4  npw,  deareft,  and  moft  revered 
of  men,  ^farewd !  Whether  we  fliall 
meet  agam  in  any  future  allotment  of 
being,  u  amongi^  the  facred  counfel  of 
Froyidence.  I  trpft  we  (hall.  Till  then 
indulge  one  tender  farewei  from  your 
OontUntial  accept  one  pious,  one 
grateful  adieif,  fron^ 

Constance* 


LETTER    XVIII. 

THE0D0SIV8   TO   CONSTANTIA. 

LET  not  my  Conftantia  be  alarmed 
when  (he  fees  that  this  letter  is 
written  by  another  hand.    Let  not  that 
fortitude  with  which  (he  has  fo  greatly 
fupportcd  her  own  fufferings,  be  dif- 
folved  in  weaknefs  for  her  frieml  j  nor 
that  noble  tranquillity,  with  which  (he 
beholds  the  approach  of  death,  be  di- 
fturbed,  when  (he  is  told  that  his  hand  is 
on  Theodofitis.     I  doubt  not  that  the 
Eternal  Providence,  who,  in   his  wit- 
dom,  interwove  the  interefts  and  the 
)>afiions  of  our  lives,  has,  in  his  good- 
nefs,  determined  that  they  (hall  ciofe 
foeether.     If  this  be  one  of  his  gi-acious 
diJ  pen  rations,  I  receive  it  not  only  with 
fubmifBon,  but  with  eratirude.    What 
knore  could  I  defire  of  the  Divine  Bene- 
ficence, than  that,  delivered  from  this 
prifon  of  earth,  I'might  accompany  the 
fpirit  of  my  Conftantia  to  the  regions 
bf  everlaftiiig  happinefs,  to  ftfine  more 
perfe^  appointment  in  the  fcale  of  being, 
w)iere  th^immortal  faeulties  (hall  be  i*e- 
fined  from  huma^n  frailty,   and  where 
the  powers  of  the  forql  ihall  be  expand- 
ed by  a  nearer  appiwich  to  that  Perfec- 
tion   from  which  thej^    are    derived. 
Am'mated  with  hopes;  and  fupported 
bjr  fcntimenta   like  thcfe,  let  us  wait 
without  fear  the  approach  of  Death,  and 
ivceive  him  glafdly,  btcsLnfehe comitb as 
mfr^hd,     Iniduige,  my  Conftantia,  the 
pleafing  hope  that  our  fouls  will  know 
evh  other  in 'their  future  allotment. 
Tfcp  pure  attachments  of  love  and  friend- 


ihip,  founded  upon  and  (upportM  by 
efteem,  may  laft  beyond  the  grave,  be- 
caufe  they  have  their  exiftence  in  the 
foul.     And  will  not  that  Being,  wh>fe 
elfence  is  love,  fupport  and  chcrifh  th4e 
connections  which  are  agreeable  to  Ks 
commands,  and  tbo(e  fentiments  whidi 
are  congenial  with  his  own  Divine  N»' 
ture?    Will  he,  who  commanded  ut  ti 
kvi  one  another f  cxtingui(h  in  the  gravi 
thole  virtuous  afteAions,  which,  when 
living,  it  was  our  duty  to  cultivate  J 
It  is  not  improbable  that  our  happinefs  in 
heaven  may,  in  fome  meafure,  confift  in 
the  harmonious  intercourfe  of  a  perfieft 
fociet^ ;  for  I  have  no  idea  of  a  lolitaiy 
happinels,  even  in  the  regions  of  per- 
feaion'.     Moreover,    from  what  little 
accounts  we  find  of  the  angelick  ftate  in 
ihe  facred  writings,    v^e  fee  that  the 
^deas  of  afTociation  and  intercour(e  are 
always  annexed  to  them .     If  then  it  ia 
hot  to  be  doubted  that  in  our  future 
ftate  we  (hall  alTocitite  with  fome  order 
of  beings,  can  any  thing  be  more  proba- 
ble than  that' we  (hoiild  mix  with  tho(e 
kindred  and  congenial  fpirits,  who^  liJce 
ourfelves,  have  had  their  appointments 
oh  earth,  whether  in  different  times  and 
places,  or  the  fame?  If  in  the  fanie, 
which  isftill  probable,  and  if  the  iden- 
tity of  our  fpiritual  natures  cannot  be 
dellroyed,  why  (hould  not  the'charac- 
terifticks  of  the  foul  be  known  in  hea- 
ven as  well  as  upon  earth  M  am  willing 
to  believe,   at  leaft,  that  the  Eternad 
Goodnefs  will  permit  this  future  luiow- 
ledge }  and  though  we  know  too  little 
of  the  ftate  of  ipirits  to  conceive  the 
mode  of  their  future  communication, 
yet  this  we  know,  that  it  is  in  the  powef 
•f  God  fo  permit  what  we  wifh  for, 
and  I   truft  that,  in  his  kindnefs,  he 
will  permit  it. 

'Then,  m)^  Conftantia  I  for  that  ftate 
of  .'exalted  rriendihtp^  where  the  fears 
and  frailties  of  mortality  (hall  be  known 
no  more  \  for  that  happy  intercourie  of 
fpiritual  pleafures,  which  (hall  be  no 
longrr  fubje6t  to  the  influences  of  chance 
or  time  \  which  (hall  neither  be  opprtf- 
fed  by  languor,'  nor  di  fturbed  by  anxie- 
ty !  Compared  with  that  ine(rable  com- 
placency, that  fublime  delight,  which 
even  the  hope  alone  of  thefe  things  In- 
fpires,  what  afe  the  fu(Feriitgs,  how- 
ever peculiar,  that  we  have  hithertoen- 
dured  \  Were  there,  indeed,  no  future 
ftate  of  being  to  commence  after  this*, 
vvho  would  not  wi(h  to  be  thus  agree- 
'—     •  •     ^    •■       ably 
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ably  deceived?  Who  would  not  wifh 
to  tiivinph  over  thofe  gloomy  apprqben- 
fionty  wbich  the  thought  of  uinihiU* 
tion  muft  seceflarily  create,  in  a  being 
to  whom  nature  hat  given  the  love  oT 
aiftence  ? 

But  if  the  foretafte  of  future  happt- 
■efs  be  fo  great;  if,  when  only  con- 
trmplated  through  the  imperfe^l  me- 
diimi  of  human  imaztnation,  it  if  ca- 
pable of  inrpiring  fuch  exalted  delight, 
how  inconceiTably  great  muft  the  real 
and  perfe^  enjoyment  be !  Let  ut  here, 
my  Conftantia,  indulge  theutrooft  ftretcb 
ot  hope)  whatever  an  Almighty  and 
all- beneficent  Being  can  give,  and  what- 
ever our  glorified  faculties  can  receive, 
let  ut  fuppole  our  own.  He  that  giv- 
eth  not  of  hit  Spirit  by  meafure,  he  that 
openeth  hit  hand,  and  (hutteth  it  not 
again,  fliall  not  he  freely  gire  ut  all 
thingt  ? 

When  I  confider  the  wifdom  and  be- 
nevolence of  that  Almighty  Being, 
through  whofe  kindneft  I  have  hitherto 
been  fupported  in  life,  like  my  Con- 
ftantia, I  can  walk  without  trembling 
through  the  dark  valley  of  the  ihadow 
of  dtrath.  And  whence,  but  from  the 
fame  confideratioo,  could  your  under 


and  apprehenfive  heart  derive  that  1 
than  manly  firmneft  which  it  vifible  ia 
your  letter?  That  information  which 
you  Co  kindly  afcribe  to  my  inftni5^ionty 
you  have  drawn  from  your  own  expe- 
riencc  of  the  wifdom  and  the  goodaefi 
of  Providence;  to  whom  your  gratitude 
it  due  for  the  reftitude  of  roibo,  u 
well  at  for  every  other  blefSng  you  en* 
joy. 

I  will  now  no  longer  withold  your 
mind  from  the  meditation  of  that  glo- 
riout  Being,  whofe  more  vifible  favours 
we  ihall  (hortiy  obuin.  Indeed,  my 
facultiet  are  already  too  much  confufed 
for  regular  thinking ;  and  death,  I  find, 
maket  hafty  pacet  toward t  me.  Accept 
my  laft  blefling.  ' 

«  Blefs,  O  God !  O  Father  of  Na. 

*  ture,    blefs  my  Conftantia  I   fupport 

*  her  gentle  fpirit  under  the  conflict  of 

*  death !  and  lead  her  bv  the  light  of 

*  thy  countenance  to  thy  everTafting 

*  rcitr 

And  now-^Oh  1  now—- farewel,  my 
Conftantia !— my  Conftance  I  my  fitter  ! 
my  friend  I  By  every  dear,  and  every 
holy  name— farewel!  I  have  convedcd 
with  you  till  the  laft  moment.— But, 
—-but  we  (hall  meet  again.  Adieu  I 
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YO  U  and  I^  mj  good  friend)  htv6  oftte  deliberated  on  Ae  diA 
iicvlcy  of  wriciag  foch  a  dedication  as  might  gratify  the  felf- 
complacency  of  a  patron,  wichoat  expofing  the  author  to  the  ridicule 
or  cenfare  of  the  pablic;  and  I  think  we  generally  agreed  that  the 
talk  was  altogether  impradicable«  Indeed,  this  was  one  of  the  few 
fabjefts  on  which  we  have  always  thought  in  the  fame  manner :  for, 
aotwithftanding  that  deference  and  regard  which  we  mutually  pay  to 
each  other,  certain  itis,  we  have  often  difFered,  according  to  the  pre- 
dominancy of  thofe  di^rent  paffions  which  freqoently  warp  the  opi- 
nion and  perplex  the  nnderftanding  of  the  moft  jadicious. 

In  dedicauon,  as  in  poetry,  there  is  no  medium  t  for,  if  any  one  of 
the  human  virtues  be  omitted  in  the  enumeration  of  the  patron's  gpod 
qualities,  the  whole  addrefi  is  conftmed  into  an  afFront^  and  the  writer 
has  themorti£cation  to  find  his  praifeproftituted  to  very  little  purpofe. 

On  the  other  hand,  (houid  he  yield  to  the  tranfports  of  gratitude  or 
'  affe£yon,  which  is  always  apt  to  exaggerate,  and  produce  no  more 
than  the  genuine  efFufionsof  his  heart,  the  world  wiu  niake  no  allow- 
ance for  the  warmth  of  his  pafion,  but  afcribe  the  praufe  he  beftows  to 
intereiled  views  and  fordid  adulation. 

Sometimes,  too,  daxzled  by  the  tinfel  of  a  charafter  which  he  haa 
no  opportnnit^  to  inveftigate,  he  pours  forth  the  homage  of  his  admi- 
ration upon  iome  falfe  Mccenas,  whole  future  condud  gives  the  lye 
to  his  euloginm,  and  involves  him  in  fhame  and  confufion  of  face^ 
Such  was  the  fate  of  a  late  in^nious  author  **,  who  was  fo  often  put 
to  the  bltt(h  for  the  undeferved  mcenfe  he  had  offered,  in  the  heat  of 
an  entbttfiaftick  difpofition,  milled  by  popular  applaufe>  that  he  had 
reiblved  to  retraAin  his  iaft  will,  all  the  encomiums  which  he  had  thua 
prematurely  bellowed,  and  ftigmatize  the  unworthy  by  name :  a  lauda- 
ble fcheme  of  poetical  juftice,  the  execution  of  which  was  fatally  pre* 
vented  by  untimely  death. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  fate  of  other  dedicators,  I,  for  my 
own  port,  fit  down  to  write  diis  addrefs,  without  any  apprehenfion  of 
difgrace  or  difappointment ;  becaufe  I  know  you  are  too  well  convinced 
of  my  afiedion  and  fincerity,  to  repine  at  what  I  fhall  fay  touching 
your  charader  and  conduCt:  and  jrou  will  do  me  the  juftice  to  believe*. 
that  this  pnblick  diftinftion  is  a  telKmony  of  my  particular  friendfhip 
andeileem. 

•  The  author  of  tht  Sialbttf, 

:..  B  Not 
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Not  that  I  am  either  infenfible  of  your  infirmities,  or  difpofd  to 
conceal  them  from  the  notice  of  mankind.  There  are  certain  foUes 
which  can  only  be  cured  by  fhame  and  mortification ;  and  whethe*  or 
spt  yours.be  of  ^M ^eci^s/ 1  (hall  have  tBc  cqn&ct  fe6  ^uttb  my  left 
endeavours  were  ufed  for  your  reformation. 

Know,  then^  I  can  defpife  your  pride,  while  I  honour  your  integritf  ; 
and  applaud  your  tafte,  while  I  am  (hocked  at  your  oilentation.  I 
have  known  you  trifling,  fupcrficial,  and  oblHnate  in  difpnte;  meany 
jealous,  and  aukwardly  referved;;vr2i(h  and,  haughty  in  your  refen:- 
ments  ;  and  coarfe  and  lowly  in  your  conneoions.  I  have  bluihed  at 
the  weaknefs  of  your  converfation,  and  trembled  at  the  errors  of  your 
conduct.  Yet,  as  I  own  you  poflefs  certain  good  qualities,  whick 
over- balance  thefe  defeds,  and  diftinguifh  you  on  this  occafion  as  a 
perfon  for  whom  I  have '  the  mod  perfed  attachment  and  efteem,  yea 
have  no  caufe  to  complain  of  the  indelicacy  with  which  your  faults  are 
reprehended  ;  and  as  they  are  chifefly  the  excefles  of  a  ianguine  difpofi- 
tion  and  loofenefs  of  thought,  impatient  of  caution  or  contronl,  yon 
jtay,  thus  (tlmulated,  watch  over  your  own  intemperance  and  infirmity; 
wTtti  redoubled  vigilance  and  confideration,  and  for  the  future  profit 
tfy  the  feverity  of  my  reproof. 

Thefe,  liowevcr,  are  not  the  only  motives  that  induce  me  to  trouble 
you  with  this  publick  application. :  I  muft  not  only  perform  my  duty 
to  my  friends,  but  itlfo  difcharge  the  debt  I  owe  to  my  own  intereft* 
"We  live  in  a  cej3(brious  age ;  and  an  anthor  cannot  take  too  mach  pre- 
caution to  anticipate  the  prejudice,  mifapprekenfion,  and  temerity,  of 
^lalice,  ignorance,  and  prefumption. 

I  therefore  think  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  give  fome  previoas  inti'^ 
ination  of  the  plan  whicbl  have  executed  in  the  fubfequent  performance, 
that  *!  may  not  be  condemned  upon  partial  evidence;  and  to  whom 
can  I  with  more  propriety  appeal  in  my  explanation,  than  to  vou, 
who  are  fo  well  acquoinced  with  all  the  fentiments  and  emodooso/  my 
breaft? 

A  novel  is  a  lar;^e  di£uJCed  plAure,  comprehending  the  charaders  of 
life,  difpofed  in  differenc  groupes,  and  exhibited  in  various  attitudes, 
for.the  purpofesof  anuiuibrm  plan,  and  general  occurrence,  to  which 
^very  individual  figure  is  fnbfervient.  But  this  plan  cannot  be  executed 
with  propriety,  probability,  or  fuccefs,  without  a  principal  ptribnage 
to  attra^  the  attention,  unite^e  incidents,  unwind  the  clue  of  the  U« 
byrifith,  and  at  laft  dole  the  fcene  bv  virtue  of  his  own  importance. 

Aimed  all  the  heroes  of  this  kind,  who  have  hitherto  fucceeded  on 
the  Eogliih  dage,  are  charadlers  of  tranfcendent  worth,  conduced 
through  the  viciiHtudes  of  fortune,  to  jhat  goal  of  happinefs,  which 
ever  ought  to  be  the  rcpofe  of  extraordinary  defert.  Yet  the  fame* 
principle  by  which  we  rejoice  at  the  remuneration  of  merit,  will 
teach  us  torelifh  the  difgrace  and  difcomfituceof  vice>  which  is  always 
an  example  of  extenfive  ufe  and  ijifiuence,  becaufe  it  leaves  a  deep  tm- 
predion  of  terror  upon  the  minds  of  thofe  who  were  not  confirmed  in  the 
purfuit  of  morality  and  virtue,  and  while  the  balance  wavers,  enables 
the  right  fcale  to  preponderate. 

In  the  drama,  which  is  a  more  limited  field  of  invention,  the  chief 
perfonagcis  often  theobjedlof  our  deteftation.and  abhorrence;  and  we 
aTeas  well  pleafed  td  Ice  the  wickedfchemesofa  Richard  blafted,  and 
the  perfidy  of  a  Malkw.^^J^fed,  ftstO  behold  a  Bevilhappy,  and  an 
Edward  vidiorions. 

3.  Th^ 
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The  inpnlfes  of  ftar,  whick  if  the  moil  violent  and  interefting  of  all 
tlie  paffions,  remain  longer  than  any  other  upon  the  memory ;  and 
for  one  that  is  allured  to  virtue  by  the  contemplation  of  that  peace  and 
happinefs  which  it  beftows,  an  hundred  are  deterred  from  thepradice 
of  vice,  by  that  infamy  and  punifliment  to  which  it  is  liable,  from  the 
laws  and  regulations  of  manlund. 

Let  me  not,  therefore,  be  condemned  foi*  having  chofen^  my  princi* 
pal  charader  from  the  purlieus  of  treachery  and  fraud,  when  I  declare 
my  purpofe  is  to  fet  him  up  as  a  beacon  for  the  benefit  of  the  unexpe- 
rienced and  unwary,  who  from  the  perufal  of  thefe  Memoirs,  may  learn 
to  avoid  the  manifold  fnares  with  which  they  are  continually  furrounded 
in  the  paths  of  life;  while  thofe  who  helitate  on  the  brink  of  iniquity^ 
may  be  terrified  from  plunging  into  that  irremeable  gulph,  by  furvey* 
ingthe  deplorable  fate  of  Ferdinand  Count  Fathom. 

That  the  mind  might  not  be  fatigued,  nor  the  imagination  di%ufted 
by  a  fttcceffion  of  vicious  objects,  I  have  endeavoured  to  refrefh  the  at- 
tention with  occafional  incidents  of  a  different  nature;  and  raifed  up  a 
virtuous  charader,  in  oppofition  to  the  adventurer,  with  a  view  to  a- 
mufe  the  fancy,  engage  the  affe£tion,  and  form  a  flriking  contraft, 
which  might  heighten  the  expreffion,  and  give  a  relief  to  the  moral  of 
the  whole. 

If  I  have  not  fucceeded  in  my  endeavours  to  unfold  the  myfleries  of 
fraud,  to  inftruft  the  ignorant,  and  entertain  the  vacant ;  if  I  have 
failed  in  my  attempts  to  fubje£t  folly  to  ridicule,  and  vice  to  indigna- 
tion ;  to  roBze  the  fpirit  of  mirth,  wake  the  foul  of  compaf&on,  and 
touch  the  fecret  fpnngs  that  move  the  heart :  I  have  at  leaft  adorned 
virtue  with  honour  and  applaufe ;  branded  iniquity  with  reproach  and 
fliame,  and  carefully  avoided  every  hint  or  expreiEon  which  could  give 
ambrage  to  the  moft  delicate  reader ;  circumftances  which  (whatever 
inay  be  my  fate  with  the  public)  will  with  you  always  operate  in  fa- 
yourof. 


pear  Sir, 


Your  very  affeftionate 


Friend  and  fervant> 


T.  SMOLLETT. 
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•OMl  SAOB  0»ftBKTATl01lt  THAT 
JIATVI.ALLT  IKTK.ODUCE  OUR 
IMPORTANT  HISTORY. 

BARDINAL  De  Rets 
very  jndickmily  obTcnres, 
that  ail  hiftoriant  muft  of 
neceffitjrbe  fubjea  to  mif- 
takcsy  in  cscptaining  the 
notivet  of  theft  aSiona 
dicy  leeord,  unkft  they  derive  their 
jntelligeacc  from  the  candid  confeffion 
cf  the  perfim  vhoft  charaAer  they  re- 
prefent}  and  thati  of  confeqaeBce,  eve- 
ry man  of  importance  ought  to  write 
Im  ovtt  merooin^  provided  he  has  ho* 
Bcfty  enough  to  tell  the  truth,  without 
rnpmffing  any  circnmftance  that  may 
toid  tm  the  information  of  the  reader. 
Thiay  houpevcTy  is  a  reqoifite  that,  I  am 
afirnidy  would  be  very  rarely  found 
UDong  the  mimbcr  of  thoft  who  ex« 
kibicoicir own  poitraita  to  the  imbltck  t 
iacieedy  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  how 
upright  ibever  a  man^s  intentions  mav 
be,  he  will,  in  the  performance  of  fuch 
a  taik,  be  fomctimes  milled  by  his  own 
phantiUy,  and  reprefent  obje^s  as  they 
appcwed  to  him  through  the  mifts  of 
pv^dice  and  paiEoi^. 

An  onconoemed  ipuler,  when  he 
pcrvibs  the  hiftonr  of  two  competitors, 
ymho  lived  two  tnouiand  years  ago,  or 
vthOf  perhaps,  never  had  exiAence,  ex* 
acpc  in  the  imaginatiosi  of  the  author, 
hdp  impdUng  hinUclf  in  the 


difpute,  and  efpoufing  one  fide  of  the 
eonteA'y  with  all  the  zeal  of  a  warm  ad- 
herent. What  wonder,  then,  that  we 
fliould  be  heated  in  our  own  concerns, 
review  our  aAions  with  the  fame  feif- 
approbation  that  they  had  formerly  ac- 
quired, and  recommend  them  to  the 
world  with  all  the  enthufiarm  of  pater- 
nal aiFe6tion  ? 

Suppoiinz  this  to  be  the  cafe,  it  wsf 
lucky  for  the  cavfe  of  hiftorical  truth, 
that  fo  many  pens  have  been  drawn  by 
writers,  who  coulJ  not  be  fufpefled  of 
fuch  partiality;  and  that  many  great 
perfonages,  among  the  ancients  as  well 
as  modems,  either  would  not,  or  could 
not,  entertarn  the  public  with  their  own 
memoirs.  From  this  want  of  inclina- 
tion or  capacity  to  write,  in  our  hero 
himftlf,  the  undertaking  is  now  left  to 
me,  of  tranfmitting  to  pofterity  the 
remarkable  adventures  of  Ferdmand 
Count  Fathom  5  and  by  that  time  the 
reader  ftiall  have  glanced  over  the  fub- 
fequent  flieets,  I  doubt  not,  but  he  will 
blefs  God,  that  the  adventurer  was  not 
his  own  hiftorian. 

This  mirrour  of  modem  chivalry  was 
none  of  tbofc  who  owe  their  dignity  to 
the  circumftances  of  their  birth,  and 
are  confecrated  from  the  cradle  for  the 
purpofes  of  greainefs,  mcreljr  becaufe 
they  are  the  accidental  children  of 
wealth.  He  was  heir  to  no  vifible  pa- 
trimony, unlefs  we  reckon  arobuft  con- 
ftitution,  a  tolerable  appearance,  and 
an  uncommon  capacity,  as  the  advan- 
tages of  inheritance. '  If  the  compa- 

rifon 
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rifon  obtains  in  this  point  of  confidera- 
t'ton,  he  was  as  much  as  any  man  in- 
debted to  bis  parents;  and  pity  it  was,, 
that  in  the  lequel  of  his  fortune,  he 
never  had  an  opportunity  of  manifefting 
his  filial  gratitude  and  regard.  From 
this  agreeable  aft  of  duty  to  his  fire, 
and  all  thofe  tenderneffes  that  arc  reci- 
procally  enjoyed  betwixt  the  father  and 
the  fon,  he  was  unhappily  excluded  by 
a  fmall  circumftance ;  at  which,  how- 
ever, he  was  never  heard  to  repine.  In 
Ihort,  had  he  been  brought  forth  in  the" 
fabulous  ages  of  the  world,  the  nature 
of  his  origin  might  have  turned  to  his 
account;  he  might,  llVte  othpr  heroes 
of  antiquity,  have  laid  claim  to  divine 
extraftton,  without  running  the  rifk 
of  being  claimed  by  any  earthly  father  j 
not  that  his  parents  had  any  reafon  to 
difown  or  renounce  their  offspring,  or 
that  there  was  any  thing  preternatural 
in  the  circumftances  of  his  generation 
and  birth}  on  the  contrary,  l>e  waa 
from  the  beginning  a  child  of  promifmg 
parts,  and  in  due  courfe  of  nature, 
vfliered  into  the  world  amiilft  a  whole 
^loud  of  wiinefTest  but,  that  he  was 
acknowledged  by  no  mortal  fire,  folely 
jproceeded  from  the  uncertainty  of  his 
mother,  whofe  affeflions  were  fo  dif- 
fipated  among  a  number  of  admirers, 
that  {be  could  never  pilch  upon  the  per- 
(on  from  whofe  loins  our  hero  fprung. 

Over  and  above  this  important  doubt, 
under  whicli  he  was  begotten,  other 
particularities  attended  his  biith,  and 
ftemed  to  mark  him  e«t  as  Ibmetbing 
uncommon  among  the  fons  of  men. 
He  was  brought  forth  in  a  waggon,  and 
might  he  faid  to  be  literally  a  native  of 
two  ditTerent  countrii^s ;  for,  though 
he  firft  faw  the  light  in  Holland,  he  was 
not  born  till  after  the  carriage  arrived 
in  Flanders ;  fo  that  all  thele  extraor- 
dinary cticumftances  confulered,  the 
taflt  of  determining  to  what  govern- 
ment he  naturally  owed  allegiance, 
would  be  at  leaft  as  difiicult,  as  that  of 
afcertaining  the  fo  much  conteited  birth- 
place of  Homer. 

Certain  it  is,  the  count^s  mother  was 
an  Engliihwomllp,  who,  after  having 
'  been  five  times  a  widow  in  one  cam- 
paign, was,  in  the  laft  year  of  the  re- 
nowncdMarIborough'scommand,num  - 
bried  among  the  baggage  of  the  allied 
army,  which  fhe  Itill  accompanied, 
through  pure  benevolence  of  fpirit,  fup* 
plying  the  rat^ks  wiih  the  refrefhing 
tticams  of  choice  geneva,  and  accora- 


mod^ng  individuals  wiA  elean  Vatttf 
as  the  emergency  of  their  occafions  ^ 
quired.  Nor  was  her  philanthropy  si- 
together  confined  to  fuch  miniftratioi^ 
(he  abounded  with  *  the  milk  of  humat 

*  kindnefs,*  which  flowed  plentiful^ 
among  her  fellow-creatures;  and  to 
every  fon  of  Mars  who  cultivated  her 
favour,  ftielrberally  difpenfed  her  fmiles, 
in  order  to  fweeten  the  toils  and  dangers 
of  the  field. 

And  here  it' will  not  be  amifs  to  an- 
ticipate the  remarks  of  the  reader,  who, 
in  the  chaftity  and  excellency  of  his  con  - 
ception,  may  pofltbly  exclaiin,  *  Qood 

*  Heaven  !  will  thefe  authors  never  re- 
^  form  their  imaginations,  and  lift  their 

<  ideas  from  the  obfcene  objects  of  low 

<  life?  Muft  the  publick  be  again  dif- 

*  gnffed  with  the  grovelling  adventures 
«  of  a  waggon  ?  Will  no  writer  of  gc- 
'  nius  draw  his  pen  in  the  vindication 

<  of  tafle,    and  entertain  as  with  the 

*  agreeable  chara6(ers,  the  dignified  con  • 
*'  vofstion,  the  poignant  lepartee,  ia 
*.  (]jo»  t,  the  genteel  comedy  of  the  po- 
«  lite  world  V 

Have  a  little  patience,  gentle,  deli* 
cate,'  fublime  critic ;  ycai,  J  doubt  not, 
are  one  of  thofe  confuramatc  connotf* 
feui^,  who,  in  their  puriftc!|tioni,  let 
humour  evaporate,  while,  they  epdea«. 
vour  to  prelitt-ve  decoram,  and'  poUlh 
wit,  until  the  edge  of  it  is  quite  wore 
off:  or,  perhaps  of  that  clafs;  who,  m* 
the  fapience  of  tafle,  are  di%iiAeil  with 
thofe  very  flavours,  in  the  prodnftiona 
of  their  own  country,  which  hxvejridd- 
ed  infinite  delegation  to  (heir  facoltks. 
when  imported  from  another  ctinwi  ami 
damn  an  author  in  defpiteef  ull  pnce- 
dent  and'prefcription.  Who  extol  the 
wril^ngs  of  Petronius  Arbiter,  read  with 
rapture  the  amorous;  Allies  of -Ovid^s 
pen,,  and  chnckle  osrer  llhe  Aory  of  Lu- 
cian's  Als ;  yet,  if  a  modem'  author 
prefunats  to  relate  the  progrefs  of  a  (im* 
pte  intrigue,  are  (hocked  at  the  indt- 
cency  and  im  molality  of  the  fcene ;  whq 
delight  in  following  Onzinan  D*Alfa- 
rache,  through  all  the  manes  of  fqualid 
beggary ;  who  with  pleafure  accompany 
Don  Quixote  and  his  iquire,  in  tha 
lowefl  paths  of  fortune  j  who  are  .di- 
verted with  the  adventitfcs  of  Scarron*s 
ragged  tioop  of  flroliers,  and  highly 
entertained  with' the  fervile  fituations  dF 
Gil  Bias ;  yet,  when  a  chara&er  in  hum- 
ble life  occafionally  occurs  in  a  per* 
forinance  of  our  own  gcowtl^  cxcuum 
with  an  ail'  of  di/gullj  <  Was  ever  any 

5  thing 
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«  thing  fo  mean !  8ure,  this  writer  muft 

*  Have  been  yery  converfant  with  the 

*  loweft  fcenes  of  life  *.*  who,  when 
Swift  or  Pope  lepreftnits  a  coxcomh  in 
thea^^of  fwearing,  fcniple  not  tx^  laugh 
nt  the  ridiculous  execrations  ;  but  in  a 
{efs  reputed  author,  condemn  the  ufe  of 
^uch  profane  expktiTes  j  who  eagerly 
iexplore  the  Jakes  of  Rabelais,  for  amufe- 
ment,  and  even  extract  humour  from 
the  Dean*s  defcription  of  a  lady^s  drefT- 
iog-room  ;  yet,  in  a  produAion  of  thefe 
days,  unftamped  with  fuch  venerable 
names,  will  ftop  their nofcs  with  alt  the 
ligns'of  loathing  and  abhorrence,  at  a 
l>are  mention  of  the  China  chamber-pot: 
who  applaud  Catullus,  Juvenal,  Per- 
fins,  and  Lucan,  for  their  (pirit  in  lafh- 
ing  the  greateft  names  of  antic^uity; 
yet,  wh^  a  Britiih  fatirift,  of  this  ge- 
neration,  has  courage  enough  to  call  in 

'  queftton  tha talents  of  a  pfeudo -patron, 
in  power,  accbie  him  of  infolence,  ran- 
cour, and  fcurrility. 

If  fuch  you  be,  courteous  reader,  I 
lay  again,  have  a  little  patience;  for 
your  entertainment  we  are  about  to 
write.  Our  hero  (hall,  with  all  con- 
venient difpatch,  be  gradually  fubliined 
into  thofe  Iplendid  connexions  of  which 
yoo  are  enamoured ;  and  God  forbid, 
that  in  the  mean  time,  the  nature  of  his 
cxtra6lion  (hould  turn  to  his  prejudice, 
in  a  land  of  freedom  like  this,  where 
individuals  ai'e  every  day.  ennobled  in 
confequence  of  their  own  qualifications, 
without  the  leali  retro(^e£live  regard  to 
the  rank  or  merit  of  their  ancettors ! 
Yes,  refined  reader,  we  are  haftening 
to  that  goal  of  perfeftion,  where  fatire 
dares  not  (hew  her  face ;  where  nature 
is  caftigated,  almoiV  even  to  ftiil  life  3 
where  humour  turns  changeling,  and 
fiavers  in  an  infipid  grin  j  where  wit  is 
volatilized  into  a  mere  vapour;  where  de- 
cency, divefted  of  all  fubttance,  hoveis 
about  like  a  fantaftick  fltadow  5  where 
the  fait  of  genius,  efcaping,  leaves  no- 
thing  but  pure  and  dny^lt  phlegm  ;  and 
the  inoffenfive  pen  for  ever  drops  il»e 
mild  manna  of  foul-fweetening  piaife. 

C  H  A  P.    II. 

A  SUPERFICIAL  VIEW  OF  OUR.HS-* 
RO*S  INFANCY. 

HAV IN O  thus  befpoken  the induU 
gcncc  of  our  guefts,  let  us  now 
produce  thef^rticulars  of  cur  entertain- 


ment, and  fpeedily  conduA  our  adven* 
turer  through  the  ftage  of  infancy,  which 
feldom  teems  with  ioterefting  incidents. 

As  the  occupations  of  his  mother 
would  not  conveniently  permit  her  to 
fuckle  this  her  iirft-bom  at  her  own 
breafV,  and  ihofe  happy  ages  were  now 
no  more,  in  which  the  c!nrge  of  nurf- 
ing  a  child  might  be  left  to  the  next 
goat  or  flie-wolf,  (he  refolved  to  im- 
prove upon  the  ordinances  of  nature, 
and  fofter  him  with  a  juice  much  more 
energick  than  the  milk  of  goat,  wolf, 
or  woman  ;  this  was  no  other  than  that 
delicious  ne(5lar,  which,  as-we  have  al- 
ready hinted,  (he  lb  cordially  di^buted 
from  a  fmall  calk  that  hung  before  her, 
depending  from  her  (houlJcrs  by  a  lea- 
thern lone.  Thus  determined,  ere  he 
was  yet  twelve  days  old,  flie  enclofed 
him  in  a  canvas  knapfack,  which  being 
adjufted  to  her  neck,  fell  down  upon 
her  back,  and  balanced  the  cargo  that 
refted  on  her  bofom. 

There  are  not  wanting  tliofe  who  af- 
firm, that  while  her  double  charge  was 
carried  about  in  this  fituation,  her  cag 
was  furniihed  with  a  long  and  Hender 
flexible  tube,  which,  when  the  child 
began  to  be  clamorous,  the  conveyed 
intu  his  mouth,  and  ilraight  he  billed 
himl'rUwith  fucking.  But  this  we  con- 
ftder  as  an  extravagant  aflertion  of  thofe 
who  mix  the  marvellous  in  all  their  mr- 
rations,  bccaufe  \vc  cannot  conceive  iiow 
the  tender  organs  of  an  infant  couid  di- 
gell  fuch  a  fiery  beverage,  which  never 
fails  to  difcompofe  the  conftitutions  of 
the  motl  hardy  and  lobuft.  We  there- 
fore conclude,  that  the  ufe  of  this  pota- 
tion was  more  reftrained,  and  that  it 
was,  with  fimple  element,  diluted  into  a 
compofition  adapted  to  his  taite  and 
years.  Be  this  as  it  will,  he  certain iy 
was  indulged  in  the  ufe*  of  it  to  fuch  a 
clegt^ee,  as  would  have  effectually  ob- 
it iu6led  his  future  fortune,  had  not  he 
been  happily  cloyed  with  the  repetition 
of  the  fame  fare,  for  which  he  conceived 
the  utmoft  dcteftation  and  abhorrence, 
rejecting  it  with  loathing  and  dil'guft  : 
like  tbole  choice  fpiriis,  who,  having 
bf'^n  crammed  with  teltgton  in  their 
childhood,  renounce  it  in  their  youth, 
among  other  abfurd  prejudices  of  edu- 
cation. 

While  he  thus  dangled  in  a  ftate  of 

fufpenfion,  a  German  trooper  wastran* 

fiently   fmit  with  the   chaims   of   bis 

mother  i  who  lidened  CO  his  honourable 

addrelTc!, 


lO 


FERDINAND    COUNT   FATHOM^ 


wddretSn,  and  once  more  receiyed  the 
iiiken  bonds  of  matriinony  ^  the  cere« 
mony  having  been  performed^  aft  ufual^ 
at  the  drum -head.  The  lady  had  no 
fboner  taken  poffeflion  of  her  new  name, 
than  (he  beftowed  it  upon  her  Ton,  who 
wat  thenceforward  dittinguiihed  bv  the 
appellation  of  Ferdinand  De  Faaom : 
nor  was  the  hulband  offended  at  this 
prefumption  in  his  wife,  which  he  not 
only  confidercd  as  a  proof  of  her  affec- 
tion and  eiteem,  but  al fo  as  a  complt* 
inent%  by  which  he  might  in  time  ac- 
<|uire  the  credit  of  being  the  real  father 
of  fuch  an  hopeful  child. 

Notwith (landing  tkis  new  engage* 
ment  with  a  foreigner,  our  hero*s  mo- 
ther (iiii  exercifed  the  virtues  of  her  call- 
ing amoi>g  the  Englifli  troops ;  fo  much 
was  fhe  biaflT^rd  by  that  laudable  par* 
tiality,  which,  as  Horace  obierves,  the 
nataUfolum  generally  infpires;  indeed 
this  inclination  was  enforced  by  another 
reafou,  that  did  not  fail  to  influence  her 
conduct  in  this  particular :  all  her  know- 
ledge of  the  High  Dutch  language  con- 
fift&l  in  Ibme  words  of  tramck,  abfo- 
lutely  ncceffary  for  the  pra£tice  of  her 
▼ocatioA-$  -together  with  fundry  oaths 
and  terms  of  reproach,  that  kept  her 
cuflomers  in  awe  j  iio  that,  except  among 
her  own  countrymen,  (he  could  not  in- 
dulge that  propenfity  to  converfation,  for 
which  (he  had  been  remarkable  from  her 
earlitft  years.  Nor  did  this  inftance  of 
her  affeAion  fail  of  turning  to  her  ac- 
count in  the  fequel.  She  was  promoted 
to  the  office  of  cook  to  a  regimental  mefs 
of  officers;  and  before  the  peace  of 
Utrecht,  was  actually  in  pofljfTion  of  a 
futtling-tent,  pitched  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  gentlemen  in  the  army. 

Meanwhile,  Fer(!inand  improved  a- 
pace  in  the  accompaniments  of  infancy  j 
his  beauty  was  confpicuous,  and  his 
vigour  fo  uncommon,  that  he  was  with 
juftice  likened  puto  Hercules  in  the  cra- 
dle. The  friends  of  his  father-in-law 
dandled  him  on  their  knees,  while  be 
played  with  their  whi(kers ;  and  before 
he  was  thiite^n  months  old.  taught  hira 
to  fuck  branJy  impregnated  with  gun- 
powder, through  the  touch  hole  of  a 
pifh)l.  At  the  fame  time»  he  was  ca- 
refled  by  diven  ferjeants  of  the  Bi  iti(h 
mrmy,  who  feverallv  and  in  fecret  con- 
templated his  qualifications  with  a  fa- 
ther*s  pride,  excited  by  the  artful  de- 
claration with  which  the  mother  had 
flattered  each  apart. 


Soon  at  the  war  was  (for  her  mHajf^ 
'  ptly)  concluded,  (he,  at  in  duty  bouid^ 
followed  her  buiband  into  Bohenaai 
and  bit  regiment  being  lent  into  gara* 
fbn  at  Prague,  fl^e  opened  a  cabaret  m 
that  city,  which  wat  frequented  by  a 
good  many  gueftt  of  the  Scotch  ani 
Irifh  nationt,  who  were  devoted  to  tbc 
exercife  of  annt  in  the  fcrrice  of  th( 
Emperor,  It  wat  by  thit  commnmcm- 
tion  that  the  Englifh  tongue  bccanM 
vernacular  to  young  Ferdinand)  who^ 
without  fuch  opportunity,  would  hare 
been  a  ftranger  to  the  language  of  hie 
forefatligrt,  in  fpite  of  all  hit  mother'a 
loquacity  and  elocution  s  though  it  moft 
be  owned,  for  the  credit  of  her  mater- 
nal care,  that  (he  let  flip  no  occafion  of 
making  it  familiar  to  hit  ear  and  con* 
ception ;  for,  even  at  thofe  intervalt  to 
which  (he  could  find  no  perfbn  to  canr 
on  the  altercation,  (he  ufed  to  hold  fbrtk 
in  earned  foliloquiet  upon  the  fubjefl 
of  her  own  fkuation,  giving  vent  to 
manyopprobriout  inve£kives  agsund  her 
hufband's  country,  between  which  and 
old  England  (he  dsew  many  odious  com* 
parifont{  and  prayed  without  ceafing 
that  Europe  might  fpetdily  be  involved 
in  a  general  war.  So  at  that  (he  might 
have  fome  chance  of  re-enjoyiiig  the 
pleafuret  and  emolumentt  of  a  FlnodanK 
campaign. 


CHAP.    XII. 

HE   IS    INITIATED  IN    A   MXLITA&T 

LIFE,  AND  HAS  TUB  GOOD  FOR* 
TUNE  TO  AC<^IEE  A  GEHBROUa 
PATRON. 

WHILE  (he  wearied  Heavea 
with  thefe  petitions,  the  flame 
of  vvar  broke  out  between  the  houfet  of 
Ottoman  and  Aultria,  and  the  emperor 
fent  forth  an  army  into  Hungary,  tm- 
dcr  the  aufpices  of  the  renowned  Prince 
Eugene.  On  account  of  this  eicpedi- 
tion.  the  mother  of  our  hero  eave  up 
houfe- keeping,  and  chearfuUy  follow- 
ed her  cuftomert  and  hofband  into  the 
field  I  having  firft  provided  herfelf  with 
flore  of  thofe  commoditiet,  in  which 
(he  had  formerly  merchandized.  Al- 
though the  hope  of  profit  might  in  t^mm 
meaiure  aflfea  her  deternuiutioii,  one 
of  the  chief  motivet  for  her  vifitioy  the 
frontiers  of  Turkjr,  wat  the  debrc  of 
initiating  her  fon  m  the  sudimcntt  of 

hit 
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Vk  cdiwa«io%  ^Mdk  A^jmIv  tbMtote 
l%jk  time  to  ianil^itKy  be  betng^  at  &ie 
fmid»  ID  the  fintb  year  of  kit  aft|  h* 
wee  accoodiogljp  ceD4udecl  eo  tJie  camp^ 
wUch  flie  ceottdcred  u  the  moft  con- 
fummete  IchooJ  of  life,  and  ptopoied 
for  the  feeneof  bU  iiYliniAion ;  and  in 
ibtft  academy  he  bad  not  continued 
rnsny  weeks,  when  he  waa  an  eye-wit- 
ad(a  of  that  fantous  Ti^oryy  which, 
vdth  fixty  thoufand  mcsy  the  Imnecial 
fcarral  obtained  over  an  army  of  one 
finadied  and  fifty  thoufand  Turka* 

His  father-in-law  waaenmed»  and 
hia  mother  would  not  be  idle  on  thie 
occaijoo.  She  was  a  perfcA  mittreia  of 
all  the  camp  qualifications,  and  thought 
it  a  du^r  incumbent  on  her,  to  contri* 
bofe  all  that  lay  in  her  power,  towards 
dtlbeffing  the  enemy  i  with  thefe  (enti- 
aaenta  Itu  hovered  about  the  ikirts  of 
the  army,  and  the  troops  wene  no  foon- 
or  employed  in  the  parfuit,  than  (he 
b^gin  to  traverse  the  field  of  battle 
with  a  poignard  and  a  bag,  in  order  to 
coirfah  her  own  interetC  annoy  tbe 
foe,  and  exerciie  her  humanity  at  the 
fiima  time.  In  fliort,  ilie  had,  with 
amazing  prowefs,  delivered  (bme  fifty 
or  threeicore  disabled  Mufiiilmen  of  the 
pain  under  which  they  groaned,  and 
made  a  comfortable  booty  of  the  fpoils 
0(  the  (lain,  when  lier  eyes  were  at- 
traced  by  the  rich  attire  of  an  Imperial 
lolficer,.  who  lay  bleeding  on  the  plain, 
to  all  appearance  in  the  agonies  of 
death. 

Slir  could  not,  in  her  heart,  rtfufe  that 
fiiTour  to  a  friend  and  chriftian,  (he  had 
£o  compalfionatel^  befiowed  upon  Co  ma- 
ny enemies  and  infidels,  and  therefore 
drew  near  with  the  fovereign  remedy, 
which  file  had  already  adminiftered  wiih 
fuch  iucoda.  As  ibe  approached  this 
deplorable  objeA  of  pity,  her  ears  were 
furpriaed  >ivitn  an  ciaculation  in  the 
Englifli  tongue,  which  he  fervently  pro- 
nounced, though  with  a  weak  and  lan- 
guid voice,  recommending  his  fiwl  to 
God,  and  his  family  to  the  prote£lion 
of  Heaven.  Our  Amazon^s  purpoie  was 
Haggered  by  this  providential  incident  { 
the  Ibund  of  her  native  langoa^.  To 
unexpe&edly  heard,  and  fo  pi^etically 
delivered)  had  a  furpriuag  effe^  upon 
her  imagination  I  and  the  faculty  of^re- 
MtiQtk  did  not  forfake  her  in  fuch 
cmeromcy:  though  Ihe  could  not  re- 
collcn  the  features  of  this  unhappy 
•ficer,  flic  coftdudedj  from  his  appear- 


anei^  diat  he  wm  fimw  perfen'  of  di« 
iinftioo  in  the  icnrice,   and  fonfiMr 


Mt  refolve.    •  If,'  fiiid  fhc  to  berielf, 

*  I  can  find  means  of  conveying  ^um 

*  to  hta  tent  alive,  he  cannot  but  m 

*  confidence  acknowledge  my  bumanitf 
*■  with  ibme  confiderable  Rcomnaioai 
'  and  fiiould  he  chance  to  forvive  hia 

*  wounds,  I  have  every  thing  to  cxpeft 
<  from  his  gratitude  and  pomr.* 

Fraught  with  thefis  prudential  fcf* 
geftions,  flie  drew  near  the  onfortonate 
ttrangcr,  and  in  a  ibftened  accent  of 
pity  and  condolence,  queftioned  him 
.concerning  his  name,  condition,  9m4 
the  nature  of  hia  mtichance,  at  the  ftmo 
time  making  a  gentle  tender  of  her  ftr* 
vice.  Ameablyrorurisedtohearhim-  . 
ielf  accoied  in  fuch  a  manner,  by  • 
poibn  whofe  equipage  ftemed  to  nra- 
miTe  hr  other  defijgns,  he  thanked  hcf 
in  the  moft  grateful  terms  for  her  b«« 
manity,  with  the  appellation  of  kinil 
countrywoman }  gave  her  to  undcrftanJ 
that  he  vraa  colonel  of  a  i^gimcnt  of 
horfe  i  that  he  bad  fallen  in  confeqoenct 
of  a  fiiot  he  received  in  his  breaft,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  a^ion  i  and  finalljT 
tntreated  her  to  procure  fome  carrian 
on  which  he  mignt  be  removed  to  hm 
tent.  Perceiving  him  faint  and  ex» 
baufted  with  loTs  of  blood,  (he  raiied 
up  his  head,  and  treated  him  with  that 
cordial  which  was  her  confiant  compa« 
nion :  at  that  inibnt,  efpying  a  fmall 
body  of  hufiiuv  returning  to  the  camp 
with  the  plunder  they  had  taken,  Ag 
invoked  their  aififtance,  and  they  forth- 
with carried  the  officer  to  his  own  quar- 
ters, where  his  wound  was  drefled  $  an^ 
his  preferver  carefully  tended  him  on- 
til  his  recovery  was  compleated* 

In  return  for  thefe  good  offices,  thia 
gentleman,  who  was  originally  of  Scot« 
land,  rewarded  her  for  tne  prefent  widi 
great  liberality,  afiured  her  of  bis  initf* 
ence  in  promotinj^  her  huAiand,  and 
took  upon  himleU  the  charge  of  young 
Ferdj^nand's  education ;  tbe  boy  waa 
immediately  taken  into  his  protcAiona 
and  entered  as  a  trooper  in  his  own  re» 
gimer.t  9  but  his  eood  intentions  to* 
wards  bis  father-in-law,  were  froftrated 
by  the  death  of  tbe  German,  who,  in  » 
few  days  after  thia  difpofition,  w^9  fiMMT 
in  the  trenches  be^re  Temifwaer. 

This  event,  over  and  above  the  con- 
C  )ugal 
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FBltWNAND   COUNT  TATHOM; 


filgil  mfiliftkm  with  which  it  invaded 
the  lady's  qvieti  would  have  involved 
,her  in  infinite  difficulty  and  diftrefs, 
with  regard  to  her  temporal  conccnut 

S  leaving  her  vnorote^ied  in  the  midft 
ftrangerSf  had  not  Ihe  been  thus 
providentially  fuppHed  with  an  cfftc- 
^ual  patron  in  tne  colonel,  who  wav 
kaowQ  by  the  a»peliation  of  Cotinr 
Melvil*  He  no  tooner  faw  her,  by 
the  death  of  her  hi)lband,  detached 
firom  all  perfonal  conneAiona  with  a 
military' litie,  than"  he  propoicd  that  (he 
Ihould  cjuither  occupation  in  the  camp, 
and  retire  to  his^  habitation  in  the  city 
•f  Freiburg,  where  Ihe  would  be  en  • 
tertained  in  cafe  and  plenty  during  the 
remaining  part  of  ner  natural  iifes 
vrith  all  due  acknowledgmenca  of  hia 
senerofityi  Ihe  begged  to  be  excufcd 
•  from  embracing  hit  propo(aI,  alledging 
(he  waft  fomuch.accuftomed  to  her  pre* 
ient  way  of  life,  and  fo  much  def  oted 
to  tha  fervice  of  the  foldkry,  that  flic 
,  fliould  never  be  happy  in  retirement, 
while  the  troops  of  any  prince  in  Chrif- 
aendom  kept  the  field. 

The  coont  finding  her  determined  to 
yrofecute  her  fcbeme,  repeat eti  his  pro- 
mife  of  befriending  her  upon  all  oc- 
cafiont;  and  in  the  mean  time,  admit- 
ted Ferdinand  into  the  .numi»er  of  his 
domeftickt,  refblving  that  he  Hiould  be 
brought  up  in  attendance  upon  his  own 
Ibn,  who  was  a  boy  of  the  fame  age. 
He  kept  him,  however,  in  bis  tent,  un- 
til he  ftiould  have  an  opportunity  of 
•  tcvifiting  his  fitmily  in  perlbn ;  and  be* 
fore  that  occafion  offered,  two  whole 
years  eiapfed,  during  which,  the  illuf- 
trioua  Prince  Eugene  gained  the  cele- 
brated battle  of  BelgTJide,  and  after- 
wards made  himfelf  mafter  of  that  im- 
portant frontier. 


CHAP.    IV. 

aia  IfOTHFR^S  PROWESS  AND 
PEATH,  TOGETHER  WIT.H  SOME 
UISTAHCR8  OP  HIS  OWN  SAGA- 
CITY. 

IT  would  have  beeo  hnpofiible  for 
the  mother  of  our  adventurer,  fuch 
ns  (he  hath  been  defcribed,  to  fit  quiet- 
ly in  her  tent,  while  fuch  an  heroick 
ijcene  was  aBing.  She  was  no  iboner 
apprized  of  the  general's  intention  to 
atiack  the  enemyi  than  ihe,  as  ufual. 


packed  up  her  moveablei  in  a  wtggm^ 
which  file  committed  to  the  care  of  n 
peafant  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  pit 
berfelf  in  motion  with  the  troopai  bi^ 
with  the  expe^ation  of  re-aftinff  tioM 
part,  in  which  *flie  had  formerly  ac 
quitted  herfelf  Co  moch  tst  her  mi»in- 
tage.  Nay,  iht  by  this  time  looked  tipol 
her  own  prefence  as  a  certain  omco^f 
fuccefa  to  the  caufe  which  (he  efponf- 
ed ;  and  in  their  march  to  bat^,  wEtu* 
ally  encouraged  the  ranks  with  repeated 
declarations,  importing,  that  (he  had 
been  eye-witnefs  of  ten  decifive  engs^- 
ments,  in  all  of  which  her  frienda  had 
been  vi£iorious,  and  imputing  (^h  nn- 
oontmon  good  fortune  to  foine  fiiper* 
natural  quality  inherent  in  her  peribn. 

Whether  or  not  this  confidence  con** 
tributed  to  the  fortune  of  tbe  day;  by 
infpiring  the  foldiers  to  an  nncomnMii 
pitch  of  courage  and  refolutk>a»  I  Ihs^ 
not  pretend  to  determine:  but,  certaiit 
it  is,  the  vi61ory  began  from  that  quar* 
ter  rn  which  (he  had  polled  herlclf }  a*d 
no  corps  in  the  army  behaved  with  ftich 
intrepidity  as  that,  which  waa  mani* 
felted  by  thcfe  who  were  favoured  with 
her  admonitions  and  example  f.  for,  (ba 
not  only  expoied  her  perfon  to  the  ene- 
.my*s  fire,  with  the  indifference  and  de- 
liberation of  a  veteran,^  but  (he  is  faid 
to  have  atchieved  a  very  confpicuous 
exploit  by  the  prowefs  of  her  fingSe 
Vrm.  The  extremity  of  the  line  to 
which  (lie  had  attached  herfelf,  being 
aiTaiilted  in  fiank  by  a  body  of  the  fpahis, 
wheeled  about,  in  order  to  i'uftain  the 
charge,  and  received  them  with  fuch  a 
Pfafonable  fire,  as  brought  a  g>«at  num'- 
^  of  tuil>ans  to  the  ground  }  among 
thofe  who  fell,,  was  one  of  the  chiefs, 
or  aga"*,  who  had  advanced  before  the 
reff,  with  a  view  to  fignalize  his  va- 
lour. 

Our  EngHlh  Penthefilctno  Iboner 
faw  this  Turkifh  leader  drop,  flhin, 
firuck  with  the  magnKkeace  of  bis 
own  an  J  horfe'ii  trappings,  (he  Ipdikig 
forward  to  feize  tliem  as  her  priae,  and 
fouvd  tbe  ^ag^  t^ot  dead,  though  in  a 
good  meafure  ^fabled  by  bis  misfor- 
tune, which  was  entirely  *owing  to  tha 
weight  of  his  horfe,  that,  having:  bees 
killed  by  a  mu(ket-baU,  lay  upon  his 
leg,  fo  that  he  could  not  dtlengage  him- 
idf.  Neverthelefs,  peroeivit>g  tbe  vi-* 
rago  approach  with  fell  intent,  hebran- 
diSiea  his  fCymitar,  and  tried  to  intt* 
midate  his  a^hnt  with  a  moft  homblr 
cxclama:ioii  i 
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1 1  tyqt  it  wat  not  the  difmal 
fell  of  a  difmounted  cavil ier»  though 
«ni«>recd  with  a  hideout  ferodty  of  coun- 
fcaaace,  and  the  menacing  gefturet 
with  which  be  waited  her  approach, 
that  could  intimidate  fuch  an  vndiunt- 
ed  flie- campaigner ;  fliefaw  him  writh- 
ing in  the  agonies  of  a  fituation  from 
w£ich  be  cottld  not  move  j  and»  ran* 
niDg  towards  him  with  the  nimblenefa 
and  intrepidit3r  of  a  Camilla,  defcribed' 
a  iemicircle  ia  the  progreft  of  her  af- 
Aiilt,  and  attacking  him  on  6ne  (ide, 
plunged  her  well-tried  dagger  in  hit 
throat.  The  ftiadet  of  death  encom* 
paflcd  him,  his  life  blood  tfiued  at  the 
woundy  he  fell  prone  upon  the  earth, 
he  bit  the  duft,  and  having  thrice  in- 
voked the  name  of  Alia,  Itraight  ex- 
pired. 

While  hit  deftiny  was  thus  fiiliitled, 
his  followers  began  to  reel  {  they  Teem- 
ed difmayed  at  the  fate  of  their  chief,  be- 
held their  companions  droplike  theleaves 
in  autumn,  and  fuddenly  halted  in  the 
mid  ft  of  tlieir  career.  The  Imperial  ifts 
obierving  the  confufion  of  the  enemy, 
redoubled  their  fire ;  andraifing  a  dread-  * 
fill  fliout,  advanced  in  order  to  improve 
the  advantage  ihe^  hkd  gained:  the 
fpahia  durft  not  wait  the  (hock  of  Aich 
an  encounter )  they  wheeled  to  the  right 
about,  and  clapping  fpurs  to  their  horles, 
Hed  in  the  utrooft  diforder.  This  was 
adually  thecircumftance  that  turned  the 
icaie  of  battle.  The  Aui^rians  pur- 
fned  their  good  fortune  with  uncom- 
mon impetuofity,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
left  the  iield  clear  for  the  mother  of  our 
hero,  who  was  fuch  an  adept  in  the 
art  of  ftripping,  that  in  the  twinkling 
of  an  eye,  the  l^odics  of  the  aga  and  his 
Arabian  lay  naked  to  the  (kin.  It 
would  have  been  happy  for  her,  had 
file  been  contented  with  thefe  firft- 
fruits,  reaped  from  the  fortune  of  the 
day«  and  retired  with  her  fpotls,  which 
were  not  incDniiderable }  but,  intoxicated 
with  thr  glpry  flie  had  won,  inticed  by 
the  glittering  caparifons  that  lay-  fcat- 
tcred  on  die  plain,  and,  without  doubt, 
prompted  by  the  fecfet  inftin£l  of  her 
fatr,  (he  refolved  to  feixe  opportuaity 
hj  the  foielocky  and  once  for  all  ^ndem<> 
nify  herielf  for  die  many  fatigues,  ha- 
zanlt,  and  forpows,  ihe  had  under- 
gone. 

Tb  us  detemined,  the  reconnoitred  the 
field,  and  praaiied  her  aiddrefs  h  fuc» 
ceftfullyi    that  IA  lefii  tbaa  baif  an  hour 


Ihe  wat  loaded  with  crmbe  and  em* 
broidery,  and  difpofed  to  retreat  with 
her  buiden,  when  her  regardt  were  fo* 
licited  by  a  fplendid  bundle,  which  ihe 
defcried  at  iome  diftanoe  lying  on  the 
ground.    Thit  was  no  other  than  an 
unhappy  officer  of  hofTars )  who,  after 
having  had  the  good  fortune  to  uke 
a  Turkifti  ftandard,   vrat  deiperately 
wounded  in  the  thi^h,  and  oMiged  w 
quit  his  horfe  t  findmg  himrelf  in  fach 
a  helplefs  condition,  he  had  wrapped 
bis  acquifition   round  hir  body,   tnat' 
whatever  might  happen,  he  and  hisglo- 
ly  (hould  not  be  parted }  and  thus  flmmd- 
ed  among  the  dying  and  the  dead,  he 
had  obferved  the  progrefs  of  our  he* 
roine,  who  ftalked  about  the  field,  like 
another  Atropos,  ftniihing,   wherever 
(he  came,  the  work  of  death.    He  did' 
not  at  all  doubt,  that  he  himfelf  would 
be  vi filed  in  the  courieof  her  peregrtna« 
tions,  and  therefore  provided  for  her  re- 
ception, with  a  piftol  ready  cocked  in 
hi«  hand,  while  he  lay  perdue,  beneath 
his  coveit,  in  all  appearance  bereft  of 
life.     He  was  not  deceived  in  hit  prog- 
noftick  s  Aie  no  fooner  eyed  the  golden 
crefCent,  than  inflamed  with  curioiity  or 
cupidity,   flie  directed  thitherward  her 
Aeps,  and  dtfceming  the  carcaie  of  a 
man,   from  which,  flie  thought,  there 
would  be  a  neceflity  for  difengaging  it,'  ' 
flie  lifted  up  her  weanon,  in  order  to 
make  fure  of  her  purcnafe )  and  in  the 
very  in (1  ant  of  difchargtng  her  blow^ 
received  a  brace  of  bullets  in  her  brain .v 
Thus  ended  the  mortal  pilgrimage  of 
this  modem  Afnaton  {  who,  in  point  of 
courage,  was  not  inferior  to  Semiramis, 
Tomyris,  Zenobia,  Thaleftris,  or  any 
boaftcd  heroine  of  ancient  times.  It  can* 
not  be  fuppofed   that  thia  cataflrophe 
made  a  very  d«ep  impreflion  upon  the 
mind  of  jroung  Ferdinand,  who  had  jutt 
then  attained  the  nimh  year  of  his  age, 
and  been  for  a  confiderable  time  weaned 
from  her  maternal  carefles  {  eipecially, 
as  he  felt  no  wants  nor  grievances  m 
the  family  of  the  count,  who  favoured 
him  with  a  particular  fliare  of  induU 
gcnce,  becauie  he  perceived  in  him  a 
fpint  of  docility,  infmuation,  and  faga' 
city,  far  above  his  years.     He  did  not, 
however,  fail  to  lament  the  untimely 
fate  of  his  nKKher,  with  fueh  fliiaf  ex- 
preflions  of  ibrrow,  as  fliU  man  ind* 
mately  recommended  him  to  his  patixni  | 
who  being  himfelf  a  man  of  extFMrdi-, 
nary  beneetflcnoif  looked  upon  ^  bey 
€a  -MM 
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it  «  V^^^ff  ^  ntuni  aMUoa,  aii4 
forefaw  in  nit  futore  fervicet  a  fond  of 
gratitude  and  atachmeou  tbat  oould 
aoC  fail  to  render  him  a  valuable  aoqoi« 
iition  to  bis  family. 

In  bit  own  coontry  he  had  offni  ieen 
conneftioat  of  that  (brt»  which  having 
been  planted  in  the  infancy  of  the  adhe* 
rent*  had  grown  np  to  a  furoriaing  pitch 
•f  fidelity  and  friendibipy  that  no  temp* 
tation  comd  biat,  and  no  danger  dif- 
fiilve.  He  therefore  rqoiced  in  the  hope 
ui  Iceing  hit  own  9aaa  accommodated 
^iwith  fuch  a  faithful  attendant,  in  the 
peribn  of  young  Fathom*  on  whom  he 
ftiblved  to  be&w  the  fiune  education 
he  had  pknned  for  the  other,  though 
conTeyed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  fliould  be 
fiiitabie  to  the  fphcre  in  which  he  wat 
ordained  to  move*  In.confcqoenceof 
tfaefe  deiecminationt,  our  young  adven- 
turer led  a  very  eafy  life;  in  quality  of 
page  to  the  count,  m  whofe  tent  he  lay 
imon  a  |MJlet,  dole  to  hit  field- bed>  and 
onen  diverted  him  with  hit  childiih  prat- 
tie  in  the  English  toneue,  which  the 
more  feldom  hit  mailer  had  occafion  to 
Jneak«  he  the  more  delighted  to  hear. 
Ja  the  ezercife  of  hit  fon^on»  the  boy 
wat  incredibly  afliduout  and  alert  $  far 
horn  ncglefting  the  little  particulart  of 
bit  duty,  and  embarking  in  the  mif- 
chievout  amniementt  of  the  children  be- 
longing to  the  campi  he  wat  alwayt 
diligent,  iedate,  agreeably  officiout,  and 
mndcipatingi  and,  in  the  whole  of  hit 
iMhayiour,  ieemed  to  expreft  the  moft 
yigtlant  fole  of  hit  patron^t  goodneft 
and  gcnefbii^y  i  nay,  to  fuch  a  degrea 
bad  the(e  fentimentt,  in  all  appearancr, 
opcfated  upon  bit  refle6kiion,  that  one 
morning  while  he  fuppoied  the  count 
■Aecp,  be  crept  foftly  to  hit  bediidc, 
aad  gently  kipog  his  band,  which  hap^* 
pened  to  be  uncovered,  pronounced,  in 
a  low  voice,  a  mbft  fervent  prayer  in 
1st  behalf,  beicecbing  Heaven  to  ibower 
down  bleffingt  upon  nim,  at  the  widow^t 
friend  uid  the  orpan\t  father.  J'hit 
benadiAion  wat  not  loft  i)pnn  tt)e  count, 
who  chanced  to  be  awake>  and  heard  it 
With  admiratioa  i  but,'  what  rivctted 
Fcfdinaad  in  hit  good  gf^cet,  wat  a 
difcovcty  that  our  youths  made,  while 
bit  mafter  wat  upon  duty  in  t)ie  treachet 
befoK  Belgrade, 

Two  footioMiert  ftanding  fenttynear 
tbadoorof  the  tent,  were  captivated  with, 
the  fi^t  of  firnit  valuable  movcablet  be- 
)09|tQf  la  it  ^  and  foiyoiingi  ia  Aftf . 


great  wtfilom,  that  tbe  dty  of  Belgnic 
wat  too  well  fortified  to  be  taken  duriig 
thatcampai^,  (bey  caiM  »o  a  reiblutica 
of  withdrawing  themfel«et  from  tbefcrat 
fervice  of  the  trenchct,  by  deferting  t» 
the  cnemr,  after  they  fliould  have  rifled 
Count  Melville*t  tent  of  the  furniture  by 
which  they  were  fo  powerfully  alhireiu 
The  particulart  of  this  plan  were  con- 
certed in  the  French  language,  wbkh» 
they  imagined,  would  fcroen  them  firona 
all  riflt  of  being  deteAed,  in  caie  tbey 
fliould  be  overheard )  though,  at  there 
wat  no  living  creature  in  fight,  they 
had  no  reafon  to  believe  that  .any  pesioQ 
wat  privy  to  their  oonverlation.  Ncvur- 
tfael^t,  they  were  miftaken  in  both  thefe 
conje£luret.  The  c)onference  reached  the 
ears  of  Fathom,  who  wat  at  the  other 
end  of  the  tent,  and  had  perceived  the 
eager  lookt  with  whith  they  confidered 
(bme  parte  of  the  furniture.  Ue  had 
penetration  enough  to  fufpeft  their  de« 
ure,  and  alaimed  by  thait  fufpicioiH 
lidened  attentively  to  their  difcourfe, 
which  from  a  flendpr  knowledge  in  die 
French  tongue,  h«  had  the  good  for* 
tune  partly  to  undtfftand. 

Tbit  impirtant  piece  of  inteUi^^enoe 
be  communicated  to  the  count  at  hit  re*- 
turn,  and  meafuret  were  immediately 
taken  to  defeat  the  defign,  and  make  an 
examule  of  the  authors  |  who  bctog  per* 
mitted  to  load  themfelvet  with  the  booty, 
wcte  apprehended  in  their  retrrat,  and 
puniihed  with  death  accordiag  in  thcar 
deoicritt. 


CHAP.    V. 

A    BRIEF    DETAIL    OF    Hit  C1>VCA- 
TtOM. 

NOTHING  could  have  note  fiai. 
fonabiy  happened,  to  confirm  the 
good  opinion  which  the  colonel  enter- 
tained of  Ferdinand^t  principlet  t  bit 
intentiont  towardt  the  boy  grew  every 
day  roonfand  more  warm  {  and  imroe- 
4iately  after  the  peace  of  Paf^rowitz, 
be  retired  to  hit  own  houfe  at  Fnbufirg, 
and  preiented  young  Fathom  to  hit  lady, 
not  only  at  the  fon  of  a  perfon  to  vtbom 
be  owed  hit  life,  but  alfo  at  a  lad  who  . 
merited  bit  peculiar  prottfiion  and  re* 
gard  by  hit  own  perionai  virtue.  The 
coonteA,  who  waa  an  Hnnganaa,  re- 
ceived bim  with  great  kindnefa  and  af- 
£4ilil7»  Wl  bcr  loA.ii^l  nurilhcd  witb 


FlftDINAN*   COONT   FATSOM* 


tbe  pofpeft  of  cii|i>yii|  fgdi  ■ 

nioo :  ta  thortf  ibrnioe  6^dicd  to  famvt 

Co¥icM  for  him  aa  tfyiviiiy  i»  «iiicli 
:  miglit  be  lafeiy  tnmd  vpy  vmd  fait* 
ably  ywpartd  far  inorc  importtnt  fcwict 
of  life,  Dhn  any  •£  fa»  Mceilort  bad  c?tr 

*  He  wM  mC,  ia  all  Ripe61t»  cmeftam- 
cd  OD  tha  footing  of  hit  young  maftcr } 
yet  be  flianNi  is  all  bis  cdvcadon  and 
mmuiaDcaMy  as  one  whom  tbe  old  gen - 
tkiDaa  was  fully  dttarnnied  to  ijualily 
fer  tbe  ftation  of  att'olBcer  in  the  krvioet 
and  if  be  did  not  eat  with  the  couar,b« 
was  every  day  stgaled  with  choice  bits 
from  bia  table  i  boldtng,  as  it  were,  n 
middle  pboe»  betwetn  the  rank  of  «  re^ 
lation  md  favouccd  doneftick.  Al- 
Iboiigh  bia  jiation  maintained  a  tutor  in 
the  hou&y  to  fuperioteod  the  condv^  of 
bisheir,  be  comiuitted  tbe  chai^ge  of  his 
karning  to  tbe  inftniAions  of  m  publick 
Icbooi}  wbeie,  he  imagined,  the  boy 
would  imbibe  a  laudable  ibirit  of  emula- 
«on  anM>ng  his  fetlowt,  wnich  could  not 
£til  of  turning  out  to  the  advantage  of 
bis  education.  Ferdinand  was  enuyed 
in  the  lame  academy  i  and  tbe  two  lads 
pfoocedod  equally  m  the  paths  of  erudi* 
tion  J  a  mutual  Jiriendlbip  and  intioMcy 
ibon  enfncd  i  and,  notwithdanding  tbe 
levity  and  caprice  commonly  dilbernablo 
in  the  behaviour  of  fech  boys,  very  few, 
or  ratber  no  «|oanelS|  happened  in  the 
courie  of  tbeir  oommuaication.  Yet 
their  difpafitioas.  were  laltogother  di0e« 
vent,  and  their  talents  unlike.  Nay, 
this  diiiimilarity  wds  the  very  bond  of 
their  union)  becaui'e  it  prevented  that 
jcahxify  and  sivaUbip  which  often  inter- 
rupts the  harfnony  of  two  wann  cocem- 
poraries. 

The  young  >pount  made  extraordinary 
fKvptft  in  t&  ^ercifes  of  the  fchool, 
though  he &emed  to  take  very  little  pains 
in  the  cultivation  of  his  ftudies ;  and  be- 
came a  perfeA  hero  in  all  tbe  athletick 
diverisona  of  bis  £ellow-fcbolais }  bat, 
at  the  fame  tine,  exhibited  luch  a  baib- 
fa\  appearance  and  uncouth  addrefs, 
that  lus  mocbcr  de^atred  of  ever  feeing 
bim  improved  into  any  degree  of  polite 
bebaviour.  On  the  other  hand,  Facbom, 
vAo  was  in  point  of  learning  a  mere 
duaoe,  became,  even  ia  bia  childhood, 
reaiaikable  aawng  the  ladies  for  his 
ijjeamtl  depottroent  and  rivacity  j  thc^ 
admired  the  proficiency  be  made  un* 
der  dm  dir^ona  of  his  dancing ma* 


tt  bn  eaimace  flid  aaitf 
•ad  wcft  cbarmnd  with  sbt  agmeabla 
■flucanceanditvely  ialbcaaf  Ml  i 
fatiaa  i  wbike  diey  capMiad  tbe  i 
concera  and  dif^ift  at  tbe  I 

torted  bows  reftafeldl  tbe  paainp  af  t 
muio}  who  buag  bis  bead  ia  akaaa» 
like  a  deseand  flieepilaBlar)  whafttia 
eemaany  under  fae  aM>ft  aakaafd  ««>• 
picfloos  of  oonftramt )  md  wboie  4iU 
oourfe  never  cxoesAed  die  limplt  uania  ■( 
fyllabks  of  negation  and  afid^ 

In  vain  did  ail  tbe  fianalea  af  tbeib^ 
mily  propole  to  him  yuuaj^  Fathom,  aa 
•  pattern  and  lapwaab  i  he  raaiKneil 
unaltered  by  all  their  cfibrU  and  at* 
poftulations,  and  alkiwod  oar  advaa* 
turer  lo  eaioy  the  ttiamph  of  hie  praUb^ 
while  be  himfelf  was  ooafcioes  of  hkf 
own  fuperiority  in  tbofc  omdiiicatiottt 
V  hich  &emed  of  mere  sua!  ■fitprtaattt 
than  tbe  mere  exteriors  and  fonat  af 
life.  His  preient  ambitton  was  not  ta 
make  a  figure  at  his  Mier*s  table,  bat 
to  ecbple  his  livals  at  icbool,  and  to  ac* 
quire  an  influence  and  authority  amoag 
thefe  confedciates.  Nevcrtbelefs,  Fa- 
thom niight  poAbly  have  fiiUen  under 
bis  difplnfure  or  cantempi,  had  not  ibac 
aUant  gennis  fcuad  means  to  rsmin  btiP 
niead£ip  by  feafoaebie  complionceaand 
labmiffion^  for  tbe  fole  ftudy,  or  at4eat 
tbe  chief  aim  of  Ferdiaaiid,  was  ta 
nuke  himlelf  aeccflary  and  afpanbk  tar 
tboic  on  whom  his  dcpendaace  was 
pbttcd !  bis  talent  was  m  this  puticukr 
ibited  to  his  inclination^  he  feemed  tw 
have  inherited  it  from  his  mothei^ 
womb)  and,  without  all  doubt,  woul^ 
have  railed  upon  it  a  moft  admirar 
blc  fuperfirudurr  of  fortune  and  apn 
pisufe,  had  not  it  becniniqiarably  voked 
with  a  mott  iniidtous  principle  bt  felf* 
love,  that  grew  up  with  him  horn  tba 
cradle,  and  left  no  room  in  his  heart  tor 
tbe  leai  particle  of  (bcial  virtue.  Tbi$ 
lady  however,  he  knew  fo  well  how  to 
counterfeit,  by  means  of  a  large  Ibare  of 
dudiiity  and  dilfimulation,  tluit,  fasely, 
he  was  calculated  by  Natum  to  dupe 
even  the  moft  cautious,  and  gratify  his 
appetites  by  levying  contributions  on  all 
mankind. 

So  little  are  die  coaunon.  iaftrofi^or^ 
of  youth  qualified  to  judge  tbe  capaci- 
ties of  thole  who  are  under  tbeir  totelan 
and  care,  tliat  Fathom*  by  dint  of  bif 
iafinuatmg  am,  made  ibift  to  paTs  upoi| ' 
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FERDINAND    COUNT    FATHOM; 


|n  defpite  of  t  natnrtl  inaptitude  tp  i^ 
lain  hit  leflons,  which  ail  his  induftrjr 
could  nevtr  oveocome.  In  order  to  re- 
medyy  or  rather  to  cbak  this  defeat  in 
his  underftandin^,  he  had  aiways  re- 
cmiHe  to  the  fnendihip  of  the  yoiing 
county  who  freely  permitted  him  to 
tranfcribe  his  ezerciles  ^  until  a  fmall 
IKcident  happened,  which  had  well 
■Igh  put  a  ftop  to  the£e  inftances  of  his 
generofitf •  The  adventure,  inconiide- 
tabic  as  it  is,  we  ihall  record,  as  the 
jfirft  overt-aft  of  Ferdinaod^s  true  cha* 
nftor,  as  well  as  an  itluftrajtion  of  the 
opinion  we  have  adTanced,  touching  the 
blind  and  injudicious  dccifions  of  a  right 
pedagc^e. 

Among  other  t^s  im  poled  by  the 
pedant  upon  the  form  to  which  our  two 
companions  belonged,  they  were  one 
•vening  ordered  to  tranflate  a  chapter  of 
Csfar^s  commentaries.  Accord  ingly, 
the  youn?  count  went  to  work,  and  per- 
formed ue  undertaking  with  great  ele- 
gance and  diipatch :  Fathom  having 
rpentthe  night  in  more  effeminate  amafe- 
nents,  was  next  roorniog  fo  much  hur- 
ried for  want  of  time,  that  in  his  tranf- 
cription  he  negleAed  to  infert  a  few  va- 
riations from  the  text  $  thefe  being  the 
terms  on  which  he  was  allowed  to  ule 
it :  fo  that  it  was  verbatim  a  copy  of 
the  original.  As  thofe  exercifes  were 
always  delivered  in  a  heap,  fubfcribed 
with  the  feveral  names  of  the  boys  to 
whom  they  belonged,  the  fchooimafter 
chanced  to  perufe  the  verfion  of  Ferdi* 
aand,  before  he  looked  into  any  of  the 
refty  and  could  not  help  beftowing  upon 
it  particular  marks  of  approbation  t  the 
next  that  fell  under  his  cxamirtation  was 
that  of  the  young  count,  when  he  imme* 
diately  perceived  the  famenefs,  and  far 
from  imputing  it  to  the  true  caufe, 
upbraided  him  with  having  copied  the 
txercife  of  our  adventurer,  and  infifted 
upon  chaftifing  him  upon  the  fpot  for 
his  want  of  application. 

Had  not  the  young  gentleman  thought 
his  honour  was  concerned,  be  would 
have  fubmitted  to  the  puni(hmtnt  with- 
out murmuring;  but  he  inherited  from 
his  parents  the  pride  of  two  fierce 
nations,  and  being  overwhelmed  with 
reproaches  for  that  which  he  imagined 
ought  to  have  redounded  to  his  glory, 
he  could  not  brook  the  indignity,  and 
boldly  affirmed  that  he  himfelf  was  the 
c^iginal,  to  whom  Ferdinand  was  be- 
koldea   for   his.  performaiice.      The 


fehoolmafter,  nettled  to  find  himfelf 
miftaken  in  his  judgment,  refolved  that 
the  count  (houla  have  no  caufe  to  exalt 
in  the  difcovery  he  had  made,  and  like 
a  true  flogger,  a^ually  whipped  hisa 
for  having  allowed  Fathom  to  copy  his 
exercife.  Nay,  in  the  hope  of  vindicating 
his  own  penetration,  he  took  an  oppor- 
tunity of  4]ueftioning  Ferdinand  in  pri« 
vate,conceming  the  circumfftances  of  cht 
tranflation ;  and  our  hero  peroeivhng  hia 
drift,  gave  himfuch  artful  and  ambigq* 
ous  aniwers,  as  perfuaded  htm  that  the 
young  count  had  afied  the  part  of  a  pU« 
giary,  and  that  the  other  had  been  re* 
ttrained  from  doing  himfelf  juftice^  by 
the  confideration  of  his  own  dependance. 

This  profound  director  did  not  fail, 
in  honour  of  his  own  difcemment,  ta 
whifper  about  the  mifreprefentation,  at 
an  inltance  of  the  young  count's  in(b- 
lence,  and  Fathom's  humility  and  good 
fenfe.  The  ftory  was  circulated  among 
the  i'ervants,  eipnially  the  maids  be- 
longing to't^e  family,  whofe  favour  our 
hero  had  acquired  by  his  engaging  be- 
haviour ^  and  at  length  it  reached  the 
ears  of  his  patron,  who,  incenled  at 
his  fon's  pi-elumption  and  inhofpitality, 
called  him  to  a  fevere  account,  when  the 
young  gentleman  abfofutely  dented  the 
truth  of  the  allegation,  and  appealed 
to  the  evidence  of  Fathom  himfelf. 
Our  adventurer  was  accordingly  fum* 
moned  by  the  father,  and  enouraged  to 
declare  the  truth,  with  an  afitirance  of 
his  conlUnt  protection;  upon  which 
Ferdinand  very  wiftly  fell  upon  hi# 
knees,  ind  while  the  tears  guflied  from 
his  eyes,  acquitted  the  young  count  of 
the  imputation,  and  expreflfed  his  appre- 
henfion,  that  the  report  had  been  fprcad 
by  Tome  of  his  enemies,  whowanted  to 
prejudice  him  in  the  opinion  of  his  pa* 
tron. 

The  old  gentleman  was  not  fatisficil 
of  his  fon*s  integrity,  by  this  declara*' 
tion  :  being  naturally  of  a  generous 
difpoiition,  highly  prepoflelTed  in  fa- 
vour of  the  poor  orphan,  and  chagrined 
at  the  unpromiftng  appearance  of  his 
heir,  he  lufpeAed  that  Fathom  was 
over- awed  by  the  fear  of  giving  offence  ^ 
and  that,  notwithftandlng  what  he  had 
faid,  the  cafe  really  ftood  as  it  had  hcca 
repreiented .  In  this  perfuafion,  he  ear* 
neftly  exhorted  bis  fon  to  rdfift  and 
combat  with  any  impulfe  he  misht  feel 
within  himfelf,  tending  to  felA^nefr^ 
ftwidt  or  impoiltian)  to ancgnrageew? 


f  feKSIMAND   CdONT'rATROM. 


If  fisntiBiMl  Of  csndonr  uul  htntfo* 
kacct  ami  to  behave  with  moderatioii 
nd  allabibty  to  all  hit  fellow-crca* 
tiret.  He  laid  upon  him  ftrong  in- 
juaAionty  not  without  a  nixftire  of 
threatt,  to  coniider  Fathom  as  the  ob- 
ft€t  of  hit  peculiar  regard ;  to  rcipeft 
him  at  the  Ton  of  the  oount*t  preferver, 
at  a  Britcm,  a  ftranger,  and  above  all, 
an  helpleft  orphan^  to  whom  the  rights 
•f  hoiottality  wen  doubly  due. 

Sucn  admonition  t  were  not  loft  upon 
the  youth  $  who,  under  the  rough  huik 
of  hit  peribnai  exhibitioni  poflefled  a 
large  Ihare  of  generous  ieniibiiity : 
without  any  formal  profcfliAns  to  his 
frther»  he  refolved  to  govern  himA:If 
according  to  hit  remonltrancet  i  and 
lar  from  conceiving  the  leaft  fpark  of 
animofity  againft  Fathom,   he  looked 

rn  the  poor  boy  as  the  innocent  caulis 
hit  difgrace,  and  redoubled  hit 
ktndneft  towardt  him,  that  his  honour 
might  never  again  be  called  in  queftion, 
vpon  the  fame  fubyefl.  Nothing  it 
more  liabfe  to  mifconftruftion  than  an 
aft  of  uncommon  reneroftty ;  one  half 
of  the  world  miftake  the  motive,  from 
want  of  tdeat  to  conceive  an  inftance  of 
heneficrace,  that  foart  ib  high  above 
the  level  of  thetr  own  fentiments )  and 
the  reft  ruTpcA  it  of  ibmething  finifter 
or  JHfiih,  from  the  fuggeftions  of  ihcir 
•wn  fordid  and  vicious  inclinations. 
The  young  count  rub)e6led  himfeif  to 
fiich  mifmtcrpretation,  among  thofe  who 
•bierved  the  incrtafed  warmth  of  civi- 
lity and  complaifance  in  his  behaviour 
to  Ferdinands  they  afcribed  it  to  hit 
defifv  of  ftill  profiting  by  our  adven- 
turer^t  fupevior  talentt,  by  which  alone 
they  fuppoTed  him  enabled  to  maintain 
any  degree  of  reputation  at  fchool ;  or 
to  the  fear  of  being  convi£^ed  by  him 
of  fome  mifdcmtanour  of  which  he 
knew  hirafelf  guilty.  Thcfe  fufpiciont 
were  not  effaced  by  the  condu^  of  Ferdi- 
nand |  who,  when  examined  on  the  fub- 
Jl6i,managed  hit  anfwert  in  fucb  a  man- 
ner,  at  confirmed  their  con^c6luret, 
while  he  pretended  to  refute  them,  and 
at  the  fame  time  acoujred'to  himiclf  cre- 
dit for  hit  extfaordinary  difcietion  and 
frif  denial. 

If  be  exhibited  fuch  a  proof  of  fa- 
gactty  in  the  twelfth  year  of  hit  age, 
what  might  not  be  expcded  tVom  his 
fineiTe,  in  the  matority  of  his  faculties 
and  experi<3)cef  Thus  ferured  in  the 
^ood  graeea  Qf  th^  whok  family,  he  faw 


the  days  of  hit  nucrilitv  glide  along  i»^ 
the  moft  agreeable  elaple  of  careftct  and* 
MMifhnent.  He  never  fairly  plunged 
hito  the  ftream  of  fchool  educatwnf 
but,  by  floating  on  the  furftice,  im« 
bibed  a  fmall  tinfture  of  thole  difieredt 
fciencet  which  hit  mafter  pretended  t» 
teach  I  in  Oiort,  he  refembled-  thoft 
vagrant  fwallowt  that  ikim  along  th» 
level  of  ibme  pool  or  river,  without 
venturing  to  vret  one  feather  in  their 
wingt,  except  in  the  accidental  purfuit 
of  an  inconfiderable  fly.  Yet  thongh 
hit  capacity  or  inclination  v^t  unfuiccd 
for  ftudiet  of  thit  kind,  he  did  not  fail 
to  manifeft  a  perfe6k  genius  in  the  ac- 
quifition  of  other  more  profitable  ai^t* 
Over  and  above  the  accomplilhmentfl' 
of  addreft,  for  which  he  hath  been  al- 
ready celebrated,  he  excelled  all  hi» 
fellowt  in  hit  dexterity  at  fivet  and  bil« 
liaixls}  was  altogether  unrivalled  in 
his  ikill  at  drafts  and  backgammon)  be« 
gan,  even  at  thefe  years,  to  underftand 
the  moves  and  fchemet  of  cheft )  and 
made  himfeif  a  mere  adept  in  the  my- 
ftery  of  cardt,  which  he  learned  in  the 
courfe  of  his  afliduitiet  and  attention 
to  the  female  t  of  the  houTe. 


CHAP.    V!. 

H£  MEDITATES    SCHEMBt    OF    IM'- 
PORTANCI, 

IT  wat  in  thefe  partiet  that  he  attraA- 
ed  the  notice  and  friendiitp  of  hia 
patron*t  daughter;  a  girl  by  two  years 
older  than  himfeif,  who  wat  not  infen^ 
fible  to  hit  qualificationt,  and  looked 
upon  him  with  the  moft  favourable  eyea 
of  prepoiTeilion.  Whether  or  not  he,  at 
this  period  of  hiyiife,  began  to  crojejl 
plans  for  availing  himfeif  ofher  fufcep* 
tibility,  is  unceruin  {  but  without  all 
doubt,  he  cultivated  her  efteepA  with  aa 
obfequious  and  fabmiiBve  attention,*  aa 
if  he  ha4  already  formed  the  defign 
which  in  his  advanced  age  he  attempted 
to  put  in  execution. 

Divers  circumftancea  confpiredto  pn>* 
mote  him  in  the  favoucof  this  youn^ 
lady ;  the  grecnael's  of  his  years  fecured 
him  from  any  I'ufpicion  of  fallacious 
aim  i  fo  that  he  was  indulged  in  fie* 
qoent  opportunities  of  converfing  with' 
his  young  ihiftrefs,  whofe  parents  en- 
couraged thit  communicj^tion,  by  which 
^y  MphI  ^  wquld  improff  e  m  fpeak** 
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^tjiibte,  hit  tdtnffflUittalwi  fer  tlMt 
■Mridiio  of  theft- p«ffti«i»  aadhiftinaii* 
aH»ibeng«fifi|t  tHatdicreirooklhi:vtt 
kmnaj^Atbitftfor wMidflr,  hftdha 
«ndb  an  inyremm  upon  the  nndtt  im- 
Wf  lie  urn  I  heart  of  Mademmreile  De 
MMyil^  vfaoft  Heauty  w«e  not  fo  at* 
tpidiTc  at  to  extbguilk  his  hopt»  in 
ntfng  up  a  number  of  fbrmsdable  ri- 
wdai  though  her  cxpe6lation»  of  for* 
fnoe  were  Sich  a»  commonly  lend  ad* 
ditionaJ  luftre  to  pcrfonal  merit. 

All  thefe  confiderationt  were  (b  many 
Aept  towards  the  fucceft  of  Ferdinand*s 
Wreteniionss  and  though  be  cannot  be 
uppoTcd  to  have  perceived  them  at  Mt, 
ke  in  the  icquel  leemed  perfiedUv  well 
nnpriied  of  hit  advantaees^  and  ufed 
mm  to  the  full  extent  of  his  faculties. 
Ofafemng  that  (he  delighted  in  mu(ick» 
ke  betook  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  that 
art;  and  by  dint  of  application,  and  a 
toloable  ear,  learned  of  himielf  to  ac- 
eompany  herwilh  a  German  flute,  while 
ht  Arng  and  played  upon  the  barpTi- 
chord.  The  count  feeing  his  inclina- 
tion, and  theprogrefs  he  had  made,  re- 
iblved  that  hit  capacity  ihould  not  be  loft 
for  want  of  cultivation ;  and  according- 
ly provided  him  with  a  mafter,  by  whom 
lit  vrat  intruded  in  the  principles  of 
the  art,  and  foon  became  a  proficient  in 
playine  upon  the  violin. 

In  the  pradiceof  theleinprovementt 
and  avocadontt  and  in  attcn<bnce  up- 
on his  young  matter,  whom  he  took 
care  never  to  diibblige  or  negleft,  he 
•ttaancd  to  the  age  of  fixteen,  with* 
out  feeling  the  leaft  abatement  in  the- 
iriendihip  and  generofity  of  thole  upoa 
whom  ha  dcj^cnded;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, receivmg  evccy  dayfi-efli  marks 
•f  their  bounty  and  regard.  He  had 
before  tfait  time,  been  fmit  with  the 
ambition  of  making  a  conqueft  of  the 
Tonng  lady*s  heart  i  and  forefaw  mani* 
vid  advantages  to  himfelf  in  becoming 
fi)n-in-law^to  Count  Melvil,  who,  he 
mvcr  doubted*  would  loon  be  racon- 
ailed  to  iSkt  match,  if  once  it  could  be- 
cffrAuated  without  his  knowledge.  Al- 
iboogll  he  thought  he  had  great  reafon 
to  believe  diat  MademoilirUe  looked 
«p<m  him  vrith  an  eye  of  peculiar  fisvovr, 
lilt  di^pofition  wat  happily  tampertd 
with  an  ingredient  of  cautioni  that  bin- 
tend  hiai  fton  ading  vnih  ptta^iia*. 


tia»i  niadhnhaidiAemd  attheyone 
lndyaii|iiHiBiiitcartMn  tadiotioMol 
loAnaft  aHl  pnde»  vrhiclr  kept  him  ift 
tat;  utaaoft  vwihuHaoff  tuenailpeciKai^ 
fttf  be  knihr  &aa  by  a  pnaaature  deck*' 
nttioftheflMBldnBithtnikof  foHeitw 
ing  all  the  advistagea  be  had  gainad, 
and  blaftinff  thoficexpeaations  diat  now 
bloflbmed  u>  gaily  in  hit  heart* 

Reftriaed  by  thefe  rdleaions»  be  aft* 
ed  at  a  wary  diftance,  and  determined 
to  proceed  by  the  method  of  fap  i  and 
fummoning  all  hit  artifice  and  attrac- 
tions to  his  aid,  enjoyed  diem  under 
the  infidious  cover  or  profound  refpeft* 
in  order  to  imdermine  mofe  bulwarks  of 
haughtinefs  or  difcretton,  which  other- 
wife  might  have  rendered  bis  approachca 
to  her  ioipraAicable.  With  a  view  to 
inhance  the  value  of  hie  company,  and 
found  her  fentiments  at  the  lame  time, 
he  became  nsore  refirved  than  ufual,  and 
feldomer  engaged  in  her  paitiet  of  mufic  . 
and  cards  |  yet,  in  the  inidtt  of  his  re- 
iirrve,  he  never  failed  in  tbofe  demon- 
ftrations  of  reverence  and  regard  which 
he  knew  perfeftly  well  how  to  cxprefti 
but  deviftd  fuch  excuCet  lor  his  abftnce, 
as  flie  could  not  heb  admitting.  In 
coniequence  of  this  afieded  ihynds»  (he 
more  than  once  gently  chid  him  for  hit 
negleft  and  indi&rence ;  obfcrving,  witk 
an  ironical  air,  that  he  vrat  now  too 
much  of  a  man  to  be  entertained  witb 
fuch  effeminate  diverfions.  But  her  re- 
proofs were  pronounced  with  too  mueit 
eafe  and  good  humour  to  be  ameaUe  to 
our  hero,  who  defired  to  lee  her  ruffled 
and  chagrined  at  his  abfence,  and  to 
hear  himielf  rebuked  with  an  angry  af- 
le6Ution  of  diidain.  Thit  efiort,  there- 
fore, he  reinforced  with  the  mc4k  cso- 
rivating  carriase  he  could  afitime,  la 
thole  hours  which  he  now.  fo  fparingly) 
beflowed  upon  hit  miftrefs;  he  regaled 
her  with  all  the  entertaiiiing  ftoriet  ho 
could  learn  or  invent,  particularly  fuck- 
as  he  thought  would  juilifjr  and  recooi* 
mend  the  levelUi^  power  of  love,  that 
knows  no  diftin^ens  of  fortune*  Up 
fong  nothing  but  tender  airt  and  paf* 
fjonate  complaintt,  coropofed  by  de* 
fponding^  or  defpairing  iwaint|  and  to* 
render  his  performances  of  this  kind  tfao 
more  patbetick^  iMerlacded  them  witb 
fbme  feaibnabw  fighs,  while  the  team 
which  he  had  ever  at  cominaml,  Aaod 
/collej&cd  in  either  eye. 

It  was  impoiiiblc  for  her  to  overlook 

fnckftttdiedemotionti  fhe^ia  a  focofe 

manner. 
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manner,  taxed  him  with  having  loft  his 
heart,  rallied  the  excefs  of  his  pafTion, 
and  in  a  merry  drain  undertook  to  be 
an  advocate  for  his  love.  Her  beha- 
viour was  ftill  wide  of  his  wilh  and 
expe6hition  :  he  thought  (he  would,  in 
confequence  of  her  difcovery,  have  be- 
trayed fom?  intercfted  ^fymptom  j  that 
her  face  would  have  undergone  Tome 
favourable  fuffufion  ;  that  her  tongue 
wouW  havefaultered,  her  brcail  heaved, 
and  her  whole  deportment  betokened 
internal  agitation  and  difordcr ;  in  which 
cafe,  he  meant  to  profit  by  the  haupy 
impreflion,  and  declare  himfelf  before 
(he  could  poflibly  recollcft  the  di6\ates 
of  her  pride.  Baffled  however  in  his 
endeavours,  by  the  fcrenity  of  the 
young  lady,  which  he  ftill  deemed  equi- 
vocal, he  had  recourfe  to  another  ex- 
periment, by  which  he  believed  he 
fliouM  make  a  difcovery  of  her  fenll- 
ments,  bcy©nd  all  poflibility  of  doubt. 
One  day,  while  he  accompanied  Made- 
moifelle  in  her  exercifts  of  mufick,  he 
pretended  all  of  a  fudden  to  be  taken 
ill,  and  counterfeited  a  fwoon  in  her 
apartment.  Surprized  at  this  accident, 
flie  fcreamed  aloud,  but  far  from  run- 
ning to  his  afliftance,  with  the  tranfports 
and  dtftraflion  of  a  lover,  (he  ordered 
her  maid,  who  was  prefent,  to  fupport 
his  head,  and  went  in  perfon  to  call 
for  more  help :  he  was  accordingly  re- 
moved to  his  own  chamber,  where, 
willing  to  be  ftill  more  ceitified  of  her 
inclinations,  he  prolonged  the  farce, 
and  lay  groabing  under  the  pretence  of 
a  fevcre  ftver. 

The  whole  family  was  alarmed  upon 
this  occiiion  ;  for,  as  we  have  already 
obferved,  he  was  an  univerfal  favou- 
rite- ■  He  was  immediately  vifited  by 
the  bid  count  and  his  lady,  who  ex 
preiled  the  utmoft  concern  at  his  diftem- 
pcr,  ordered  him  to  be  carefully  at- 
tended, and  fent  for  a  phyfician  with- 
out lofs  of  time.  The  young  gentle- 
man would  fcarce  ftir  from  his  bed- 
fide,  where  he  miniftered  unto  him  with 
all  the  demonftrations  of  brotherly  af- 
fttkion-,  and  Mifs  exhorted  him  to  keep 
up  his  fpfrits,  with  many  expreflions  of 
nnrefervcd  fympathy  and  regard  :  ne- 
yerthelefs,  he  few  nothing  in  her  beha-' 
viour,  but  what  might  be  naturally  ex- 
pected from  common  friendfhip,  and  a 
cbmpaflionate-difpofitiQn,  and  was  very 
much  mortified  at  his  difappointment. 

Whether  th&  miicarriage  a^ually  af-« 
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fefted  his  coiiftTtutron,  or  the  doAbt' 
happened  to  be  miliaken  iu  his  dUfg* 
nofticks,  we  fliall  not  pretend  to  deter-, 
mine  ;  but  the  patieijt  was  certainly 
treated  fccundum  artem,  and  all  hi^ 
complaints  in  a  little  time  realized  j  for 
the  phyfician,  Ifke  a  true  graduate,  had 
an  eye  to  the  apothecary  in  his  prcfcrfp- 
tions ;  and  fuch  was  the  concern  andf 
fcrupiilous  care  with  which  out  lu:ra 
was  attended,  th  it 'the  orders  of  th^  fa- 
culty were  performed  with  the  tittWolf 
punctuality.  He  was  blooded,  vomited,* 
purged,  andbliftcred  in  theufual  forqnSji' 
(for  the  phyficians  of  Hungary  are  ge«i 
neraily  as  vvell  IkiWed  iit  the  arts  of 
their  occupation,  as  any  other  leecheV 
under  the  fun)  and  fwalfowedf  whole 
difpenfary  of  bolufes,  draughts,  and 
apozems,  by  which  means  he  became 
fairly  delirious  in  three  clays,  and  fo 
untraceable,  that  he  could  be  no  loh|er 
managed  according  to  ru]ej  othcrwife, 
in  all  likelihood,  the  world  would  jiever 
have  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  thefe  ad* 
ventures.  In  fhoit,  his  conftitution, 
though  unable  to  cope  with  two  iuch 
formidable  antagonifts,  as  the  do<5lor, 
and  the  difcafe  he  had  conjured  up,  was' 
no  fooner  rid  of  the  one,  than  it  eafily 
got  the  better  of  the  other  ;  and  though 
Ferdinand,  after  all,  found  his  grand; 
aim  unaccompli^ed,  his  malady  was' 
productive  of  a  confequence,  which, 
though  he  had' not  forefeen  it,  he*  did 
not  fail  to  convcit  to  his  own  nfe  ana 
advantage. 


CHAP.    vir. 

ENGAGES  IN  PARTNERSHIP  WITH' 
A  FEMALE  ASSOCIATE,  IN  OR- 
DER TO  PUT  HIS  TALENTS  IN' 
ACTION. 

WHILE  he  difplayed  his  quali-' 
fications  in  order  to  intrap  the 
heart  of  his  young  miftrefs,  he  had  un- 
wittingly enflaved  the  affcftions  of  her 
miid.  This  at'eiuhnt  was  alfo  a  fa- 
vourite of  the  young  lady,  artd  though 
her  fsjnlor  by  two  or  three  good  years 
at  leaft,  uuqucftionably  her  fupcrior  in' 
point  of  pcrlbnal  bciuty  j  (he  moreover 
poflTcfled  a  good  flock  of  cunning  and 
difccrnment,  and  was  furniihed  by  na«' 
ture  with  a  very  amorous  complexion.. 
Thefj  circumftanqes  being  premifcd,  the 
reader  will  not  be  furprized  to  find  her 
D  fmitten 
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(hfiittv)  hjT  thpre.uacQUiiiiojp  i^ualiBoa* 
tiont  vi4>ich  wc  have  cclcbrfitcd  in  young 
pAtbom.  She  had,"  in  good  footh, 
ions  iighed  in  fecret,  tioder  the  power- 
nil  influence  of  hlz  charms,  ana  prac- 
tifed  upon  him  all  thofe  little  arts,  by 
vhich  a  woman  ftrivet  to  attra<£l  the 
admiration  and  enfnare  the  heart  of  a 
linan  ihe  Ipvei:  but  all  his  facultiet 
jrerji  employed  upon  the  plan  which  he 
ftatf  aheady  proje&ed;  that  was  the 
gMkl  of  bis  whole  attention,  to  which 
ill  his  nMafuret  tended  j  and  whether 
6rDQt  )|ie  perceived  the  impreflion  he 
h^  made  upon  Teitfa,  he  never  gave 
&er  the  lead  reafon  to  believe  he  was 
copfcious  of  his  vi6^ory,  until  be  found 
(iimfeJ^  baffled  in  hiii  defign  upon  the 
^art  of  her  miftrefs.  She  therefore 
perfevered  in  her  diftant  attempts  to 
aljure  him»  with  tbeufual  coquetries  of 
^refs  and  addrefs,  and  in  the  iWett 
hope  of  profiting  by  bis  rufceptibilityy 
tp^ie  Oiift  to  riippreu  bcf  feel jngs,  and 
iffip  her  paflTion  within  bounds  $  until 
iis  fuppoied  danger  alarmed  her  fears, 
aind  raifed  fuch  a  tumult  within  her 
^reaft,  that  (he  could  no  longer  conceal 
Rer  lovCy  but  gave  a  looie  to  her  forrow 
ip  the  moft  immocfcrate  expreilions  of 
an^ulfii  and  af&i£lIon,  and  while  bis  4e- 
IJnum  laded,  behaved  with  all  the  agi- 
tation of  a  defpairing  Cbephertlefs. 

Fei*dinand  was,  or  pretended  to  be, 
t))e  laj^  perfpn  in  the  tamity,  who  un- 
cjerftood  the  iituation  of  her  tlioughtsj 
when  he  perceived  her  paiTion,  he  en- 
tered into  deliberation  with  hinifelf,  and 
tafked  his  reflexion  and  forcfight,  in 
order  to  difcover  how  beft  he  might  con- 
vert this  conqueft  to  his  own  advantage. 
I^^e,  then,  that  we  may  neglect  no 
opportunity  of  doing  jufHce  to  our  hero, 
it  will  be  proper  to  obfcrve,  that  how- 
ioeveir  unapt  his  underftanding  might 
be  to  receive  and  retain  the  uuial  cul- 
ture of  the  fchools,  h*  was  naturally  a 
genius  felf  taught,  in  point  of  fagacity 
and  itrvention.  He  dived  into  the  cha- 
ra6\ers  of  mankind,  with  a  penetration 
peculiar  to  himlelf,  and  had  he  been  ad- 
mitted as  a  pupil  in  any  political' aca- 
demy, would  have  certainly  become 
one  of  the  ableft  ilatefmen  in  Europe.  • 

Having  revolved  all  the  probable  con- 
fluences of  fuch  a  connexion,  he  de- 
termined to  piofecute  an  amour  with 
the  ladjr  whofc  affeftion  he  had  fubducd  j 
l^ecaute  he  hoped  to  intcteft  her  as  an 
auxiliaiy  in  his  grand  fchemc  upon  Ma- 


demoifelle,  which  h(  4id  japt  ^  yet 
think  proper  to  lay  afjde^  for  he  was 
pot  more  anabitious  in  .the  plfm^  than 
indefatigable  in  the  ]>rQrecution  of  it. 
He  J^new  it  would  be  impoflihle  to  esK- 
ecute  his  aims  upon  the  county  daii^* 
ter,  under  the  eye  of  Tei:era,  who(e 
natural  difcemment  would  be  whetted 
with  jesiloufy,  and  who  vrould  watch 
bis  condud,  and  thwart  his  progreTs 
with  all  the  vigilance  and  fpite  of  9 
flighted  maiden.  On  the  other  hand, 
he  did  not  doubt  of  being  able  to  brii^ 
her  over  to  hi;i  intereft,  by  the  influence 
he  had  already  gained,  or  fn^ht  after* 
\vard8  acauirc  over  her  pamonsi  in 
which  caicy  flie  would  enoSlually  eC- 
pou(e  his  caufe,  and  em|>loy  her  good 
oflices  with  her  miftrefs,  m  his  behalf  & 
beftdes,  he  was  induced  by  another  mo« 
tive,  which,  thoueh  fecondary,  did 
not  fail  in  this  caJe  to  have  an  elfeft 
upon  his  determinattoo.  He  looked 
upon  Terela  with  the  eyes  of  appetite^ 
which  he  longed  to  grafifj :  for  he  wa« 
not  at  all  dead  to  the  inijbgations  of  tbe 
fiefli,  though  he  had  philofbphy  enough 
to  reflft  them,  when  he  thought  the/ 
interfere4  with  his  intexefl.  Here  tM 
cafe  was  quite  diflerent :  his  d^re  hap- 
pened to  be  upoi)  the  fide  of  his  advaiir 
tfgC}  and  therefore,  refolvinff  to  in- 
dulge it,  he  no  fooner  found  himfelf  ia 
a  condition  to  manage  fuch  an  adven- 
ture, than  he  b^an  to  make  gradual 
advance)  in  point  of  warnuh  and  par- 
ticular cpmplaoency  to  the  love-flck 
maid. 

He  flrft  of  all  thanked  her,  in  the 
moil  erateful  terms^  for  the  concern 
(he  had  manifefted  at  his  di^mper»  and 
the  kind  fervices  he  had  received  fnun 
her,  during  the  courfe  of  it  j  he  treated 
her  upon  all  occafions  with  unufual  af- 
fability and  rt^^d,  afliduoufly  courted 
her  acquaintance  and  converfadon,  and 
contracted  an  intimacy  that,  in  a  little 
time,  produced  a  declaration  of  )oFe« 
Although  ber  heart  was  too  much  in- 
tendered  to  bold  out  againft  aU  the  forma 
of  aflault,  far  from  yielding  at  difcrc- 
^ion,  flie  flood  upoo  honourable  termsji 
with  great  obftinacy  of  punftilio,  and 
while  flie  owned  he  was  mafler  of  her 
inclinations,  gave  him  Co  underfland^ 
with  a  peremptory  and  refolute  air,  that 
he  fliould  never  make  a  conqueft  of  her 
virtue;  obferving,  that  if  the  paffion 
he  profdTed  was  genutjaei  be  would  not 
fcfuple  to  give  iuch  aproo^  ^^  ^^  ^ 

would 
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v^uld  atoned  convince  her  of  hit  lince- 
rity ;  afid  that  he*  couId'haYe  no  j uft  cgufe 
to  itfufe  her  that  fatisfafiton,  ihe  being 
his  edaal  in  point  of  birth  and  fituation : 
for,  if  he' was  the  companion  and  fa* 
iroorite  of  the  young  count,  fliewasthe 
friend  and  confidante  of  Madeinoifelle. 
He  acknowledged  the  ftiength  of  her 
argument,. and  tnat  her  condefcenfion 
was  greater  than  his  deferts :  but  ob- 
|e£^edagainft  the  DFopofal,  as  infinitely 
pmudicial  to  the'fortunes  of  them  both. 
He  reprefenled  the  ftate  of  dependance  in 
which  they  mutually  ftood  j  their  utter 
incapacity  to  fuppoit  one  another,  under 
tht  confequences  of  a  precipitate  match, 
clandeftinely  made,  without  the  confent 
and  concurrence  of  their  patrons  t  he 
,  dilplayed,  with  great  eloquence,  all 
thoft  gay  ^pe^lations  they  had  reafon 
I  to  entertain,  from  that  eminent  degree  of 
I  iavour  which  they  had  already  iecured 
in  the  family  j  and  fet  forth,  in  the 
moft  alluring  colours,  thofe  enchanting 
fttnti  of  pleafbres  they  might  enjoy  in 
each  other,  without  that  difagreeable 
confcioufnefs  of  a  nuptial  chain,  provid- 
ed Iht  would  be  hh  altbciate  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  a  pian  which  he  had  pi-ojeA- 
cd  For  their  reciprocal  convenience. 

Having  thus  inflamed  her  love  of 
pleafure  and  curioiity,  he,  with  great 
caution,  hinted  his  defign  upon  the 
young  hdy^s  fortune  $  and  perceiving 
nerlineningwith  the  moft  greedy  atten- 
tion, and  perfe6lly  ripe  for  the  con  (pi- 
racy; be  difclofed  his  intention  at  full 
length)  affuringher,  with  the  mofi  fo- 
lemn  proteflations  of  love  and  attach- 
ment, that  could  he  once  make  himfelf 
\egsA  pofleflbr  of  an  ellate  which  Made- 
moifelle  inherited  by  the  will  of  a  de- 
ceafed  aunt,  his  dear  Terefa  ihould  reap 
the  happy  fruits  of  his  afiluence,  and 
vlioUy  engrofs  his  time  and  attention. 

Such  a  bafe  declaration  our  hero  would 
not  have  ventured  to  make,  'had  he  not 
implicitly  believed  the  damfel  was  as 
great  a  latitudinarian  as  himfelf  in  point 
of  morals  and  principle  j  and  been  well 
.afluned,  that  tnough  he  ihould  be  mif- 
taken  in  her  way  of  thinking,  fo  far  as 
to  foe  threatened  with  a  deteSion  of  his 
purpoie,  he  would  always  have  it  in  his 
power  to  refute  her  accuf'ation  as  mere 
calumny,  by  the  character  he  had  hi- 
therto maintained,  and  the  citcunxTpec- 
tioA  of  his  future  condu£l. 

He  feldom  or  never  erred  In  his  ob- 
forvstiont^a  the  human  heart.  Tereiii, 


21 

jnftead  of  dirapproving,reHihed  the'  |;lan 
in  general  with  demonilrations  of  &nf^» 
lar  fatisfa^ion }  ihe  at  once  conccivad 
all  the  advantageous  conftquencei  of 
fuch  a  fcheme,  and  perceived  in  it  oaly 
one  flaw,  which,  however,  (he  did  not 
think  incurable.  This  defeft  waa  aa 
other  than  a  fufiicient  bon(|  of  unio»y 
by  which  they  might  be  effcftuaJiy  tii4 
down  to  their  mutual  intercft.  Sba 
forefaw,  that,  in  cafe  Ferdinand  fhooid 
obtain  poiTefHon  of  the  prize,  be  raiglit» 
with  great  eafe,  deny  their  contraA,  and 
difavow  her  claim  of  participation.  She 
therefore  demanded  lecurity,  and  pi^* 
pofed  as  a  preliminary  of  the  agreement^ 
that  he  ihould  privately  take  her  towift^ 
with  a  view  to  difpel  all  her  apprehoi* 
fions  of  his  inconflancy  or  deceit  as  fodi 
a  previous  engagement  would  be  a  check 
i)pon  his  behaviour,  and  keep  him  &ti£t* 
]y  to  the  letter  of  their  contra^. 

He  could  not  help  fubfcribing  to  tlie 
righteoufnefs  of  this  propofai,  which» 
neveVthelefs,  he  would  have  willingly 
waved,  on  the  fuppofition  that  they  could 
not  poflibly  be  joined  in  the  bands  of 
wedlock  with  fuch  lecrefy  as  the  nature 
of  the  cafe  abfolutely  required.  This 
would  have  been  a  di faculty  foon  remov* 
ed,  had  the  fcene  of  the  tranfaflion  been 
laid  in  the  metropolis  of  England,  wheie 
paffengers  are  plied  in  the  fireecs  by  cler- 
gymen, who  proftitute  their  chara^bi^ 
and  confciences  for  hire,  in  defiance  of 
all  decency  and  law;  but  in  the  king- 
dom of  Hungary,  eccleiiaAicks  are  mofe 
fcrupulous  in  the  exercife  of  their  func- 
tion, and  the  obje^ion  was,  or  fuBpofed 
to  be,  altogether  infurmountaole}  £> 
that  they  were  fain  to  have  reoourie  M 
an  expedient,  with  which,  after  foma 
hefitatiop,  our  fhe- adventurer  waa  fa- 
tisfied.  They  joined  hands  in  the  fig^t 
of  Heaven,  which  they  called  to  wit- 
nefs,  and  to  judge  the  fincerity  of  tbeir 
vows,  and  engaged  in  a  voluntary  oath 
to  confirm  their  union  by  the  fandion  of 
the  church,  whenever  a  convenient  op- 
portunity for  fo  doing  ihould  occur. 

The  (Vruples  of  Terefa  being  thua 
removed,  fhe  admitted  Ferdioan^to  the 
privileges  of  a  huiband,  which  be  en- 
joyed in  (lolen  interviews  )  an^  readily 
undeitook  to  exert  her  whole  power  in 
promoting  his  fu it  with  her  yo^ng  mil- 
trefs,  becaufe  fhe  now  confideied  his  in* 
tereft  as  iniepar^bly  conneAed  with  her 
own.  Surely  nothing  could  be  moie 
abfurd  or  prcpollerous  than  the  articica 
Pa  of 
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of  this  covenant,  which  (he  infifted  upon 

i.v^kh  fuch  inflexibility.     How  could  (he 

-^ppofe  that  her  pretended  lover  would 

»-bc  retrained  by  an  onth,  when  the  very 

toccaiion  of  incurring  it  was  an  intention 

,to  a£l  in  violation  of  all  laws  human 

t^aid  divine  i  and  yet   fuch  ridiculous 

i  coBf oration  is  commonly  the  cement  of 

•«very  cbnfpiracy,  how  dark,  how  trea- 

ixherous,  how  impious  foeverit  may  be  I 

'A  certain  fign  thatxthere  are  fome  re- 

.inaios  of  religion  left  in   the  human 

.  mind,  even  after  every  moral  fentimeht 

bath  abandoned  it ;  and  that  the  mod 

execrable  ruffian   finds  means  to  quiet 

the  fuggeftions  of  his  confcience,  by  fome 

revcrfionary  hope  of  Heaven's  forgive- 

nefs.     . 


CHAP.    viir. 


THBIR    FIRST     ATTEMPT; 
A      DIGRESSION     WHICH 
READERS    MAY    THINK 
TINENT. 


WITH 

SOME 

IMPER* 


B£  this  as  it  will,  our  lovers,  .though 
real  voluptuaries,  amidi^  the  Hrlf 
tranfports  of  their  enjoyment,  did  not 
negfle^l-  the  great  poliiical  aim  of  their 
conjunction.    Terefa's  bed-chamber,  to 
•which  our  hero  conftantly  repaired   at 
midnight,  was  the  fcenc  of  their  deli- 
berations, and  there  it  was  determined, 
>tbat  the  damfel,  in  order  to  avoid  fu- 
fpicion,  (hould  feign  herfelf  irritated  at 
the  indifference  of  Ferdinand,  her  pnf- 
fion<for  whom  was  by  this  time  no  le- 
cretin  the  family;  and  that  with  a  view 
-to  countenance  this  affeC^ation,  hefliould 
•  upon  all  occafions  treat  her  with  an  air 
•of  loftihefs-and  difdain. 
•    So   fcrecned  from  all  imputation  of 
fraud,  (he  was  furniflied  by  him  wi^h 
artful  inllru6\ions  how  to  iburd  the  in- 
clinations of  her  young  miitrcl's  j  how 
to  recommend  his  perlbn  and  qualifica- 
tions by  the  Aire  methods  of  contradic- 
tion,   comparifon,    revilinfjs,    and   re- 
proach; how  to  watch   the  paroxifms 
of  her  difpofition,  inflamt  her  paflions, 
and  impiovc,  for  his  advantage,  ilioJe 
moments  of  frailly  fom  which  no  wo- 
man is  exempted.     In  ihort,   thiscon- 
fummate  politician  taugUt  his  3gt*nt  to 
poifon  the  young  lady's  mind  w)th  inli- 
dious  converfation,  tending  to  inlpire 
her  with  the  love  of  guilty  pieafurc,  to 
debauch  her  fcntiments,  and  confound 


her  ideas  of  dignity  and  virtue.  « After 
all,  the  tafk  is  not  difficult  to  lead  the 
unpraflifed  heart  aftray,  by  dint  of  tbo(e 
opportunities  her  feducer  pofleiFed.  The 
feeds  of  indnuationfeafonably  fown  upon 
the  warm,  luxuriant  foil  of  youth,  could 
hardly  fail  of  ^looting  up  into  luch  in- 
temperate defues  as  he  wantt-d  to  pro- 
duce*; ef))ecially  when  cultured  and 
chcriAied  in  her  unguarded  hours  by 
that  ftimulating  difcourfc  which  fami- 
liarity admits,  and  the  joofer  paflions 
ingrafted  in  every  bread  are  apt  to  reiUh 
aiid  excufe. 

Fathom  had  previoufly  reconnoitred 
the  ground,  and  difcovcrcd  fome  marks 
of  inflammability  in  MadenioifeIle''s 
conftitutfon ;  her  beauty  was  not  fuch 
as  to  engage  her  in  thofc  gaieties  of 
amufement,  which  could  flatter  her  va- 
nit)',  and  diflipate  her  ideas ;  and  fhe 
was  of  an  age  when  the  little  loves  and 
young  defires  take  poiTefldon  of  the  fan- 
cy;  he  therefore  concluded,  that  fhe  had 
the  more  leifure  to  indulge  thofc  inticing 
images  of  pleafure  that  youth  never  fails 
to  create,  particularly  in  thofe  who^ 
like  her,  were  addid^ed  to  folitude  and 
ftudv'. 

Tcrefa,  full  fraught  with  the  wily 
injun^lions  of  her  confederate,  took  the 
field,  and  opened  the  campaign  with 
fuch  remarkable  fournefs  in  her  afpe^, 
when  Ferdinand  appeared,,  that  her 
young  lady  could  not  help  taking  no- 
tice of  her  affc6led  chagrin,  and  afked 
the  reafon  of  fuch  apparent  alteration  in 
her  way  of  thinking.  Prepared  for  this 
quedion,  the  other  replied  in  a  manner 
calculated  for  giving  Madcmoifelle  to 
underftand,  that  whatever  impreiZlons 
Ferdinand  might  have  formerly  made 
on  her  heart,  they  were  now  altogether 
effaced  by  the  pride  and  infolence  with 
which  he  had  received  her  advances  { 
and  that  her  breati  now  glowed  with  all 
the  revenge  of  a  flighted  lover. 

To  evince  the  fmccrity  of  this  decla- 
ration, (he  bitterly  inveigled  againft 
him,  and  even  affe^ed  to  depreciate  ibofe 
talents  in  v^^^hich  (lie  knew  his  chief  me- 
rit to  confid  i  hoping  by  thcfo  means  to 
inteicll  Madcmoiil'lie's  candour  in  his 
defence.  So  far  the  tr:iin  fucceeded  : 
that  young  iaoy's  love  for  truth  vrzi 
ofrended  at  the  calumnies  that  were 
vented  againtl  Ferclmand  in  his  ablencr. 
She  chid  her  woman  icr  the  rancour  of 
her  remarks,  and  uni'.citook  to  refute 
the  aiticles  of  his  di/]>raii«  i  Tcrefa  fup- 

portcd 
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iported  lier  own  affieitiost  with  fppeat  ob- 
Ainacy,  and  a  diipute  .cDTiied,  m  which 
her  miftrefs  was  heated  into  foroe  extra- 
vagant commendations  of  .our  adven? 
tiurer. 

Uis  fuppofcd  enemy  did  not  fail  to 
make  a  report  of  her  fuccefs,  and  to 
magnify  every  advantage  they  hadgain- 
cd  ;  believing  in  good  earneit,  that  her 
lady''s  warmth  was  the  efTtSi  of  a  real 
paiHon  for  the  fortunate  Mr.  Fathom : 
out  he  himfelf  viewed  the  adventure  in 
a  different  light ;  and  rightly  imputed  . 
the  violence  of  Madcmoifelle^s  beha< 
viour  to  the  contradiction  fhe  had  fuf- 
taioed  from  her  maid  ;  or  to  the  fire  of 
her  natural  generofity,  glowing  in  be- 
half of  innocence  traduced .  Mevei  the- 
Icfs,  he  was  perfectly  well  pleal'ed  with 
the  nature  of  thecontclt;  becaiife,  in 
the  courfe  of  fuch  debates,  he  forcfiiw 
that  he  fiiould  become  habitually  her 
hero,  and  that  in  time  Hie  would  actual- 
ly believe  tbofe  exaggerations  of  his 
merit,  which  (he  herfelt  had  feigned  for 
the  honour  of  her  own  arguments. 

This  prefage,  founded  upon  that  prin- 
ciple of  fel^f-refpeCl  without  which  no 
individual  exiits,  may  certainly  be  juf- 
tified  by  manifol4  occurrences  in  lite  : 
we  ouiTelves  have  known  a  very  preg- 
nant example,  which  we  (liall  relate  for 
the  emolument  of  the  reader. — A  certain 
needy  author  having  found  means  to 
preient  a  manufcript  to  bne  of  thole  Ions 
of  fortune,  who  are  dignified  with  the 
appellation  of  patrons,  inftead  of  reap- 
ing that  applaul'e  and  advantage  with 
which  he  had  regaled  his  fancy,  had  the 
mortification  to  5nd  his  performance 
treated  with  infinite  irreverence  and  con- 
temptj  and  in  high  dudgeon  and  dil- 
appointment  appealed  to  the  judgintnt 
of^  another  critic k,  who  he  knew  had 
no  veneration  for  the  firtt. 

This  common  conibi^tion,  to  which 
all  baffled  authors  have  recourlc,  was 
pirpdu6tive  of  very  happy  confequencts 
to  our  bard  r  for  though  the  opinions  of 
both  judges,  concerning  the  piece,  wtie 
altogether  the  fame,  the  latter,  eithr 
out  of  cprnpafTion  to  the  appellant,  or 
deiire  of  rendering  his  rival  lidicuious 
in  the  «ye  of  talie,  undertook  to  repair 
the  mjsiortihnei  And  in  this  manner  ex- 
ecuted the  plan,  in  a  meeting  ofliterati, 
to  which  boih  thei'e  wits  belonged  :  he 
whorhfKi  eipjuled*  the  poet's  caule,  hav- 
ing prcvioufly  ddued  another  member 
to^bring  his  compofitiQn  on  tlie  carpet^ 


no  ibofier  heard  it  mentioned,  than  he 
began  tp  cenfure  it  with  flagrant  piarkt 
of  Icorn  ;  and  with  an  ironical  air  look- 
ing at  it's  firft  condemner,  oofcived, 
that  he  muft  be  furiouily  infeCtrd  with 
the  rage  of  ptronizins;,  who  could  take 
iuch  a  deplorable  performance  into  hia 
proteftion.     The  farcafm  took  effcft. 

The  pcrfon  againti  whom  it  was  ie« 
veiled,  taking  umbiagear  his  prefump* 
tion,  aiVuineJ  an  afptcl  of  difdain,  and 
replied  with  great  animofity,  that  no-> 
-thing  was  more  eafily  fupported  than 
the  chara^ler  oi  a  ZoiUis;  becaufe  no 
production  was  altogether  frei  from 
blernifhcs,  and  any  man  might  pro- 
nounce againll  any  piece  bv  the  lump, 
without  intereding  his  own  difcernment: 
but  to  perceive  the  beauties  of  a  work^ 
it  was  rcquiTite  to  have  learning,  judg- 
ment, and  laltej  and  therefore'  he  did 
rot  wonder  that  the  gentleman  had 
ovci  looked  a  great  many  in  ti.e  conipo- 
fitiun  which  he  To  contemptvioully  de- 
cried. A  rejoinder  fuccecded  this  reply, 
and  produced  a  long  train  of  ahci cation, 
in  which  the  gentleman  who  had  for- 
merly treated  the  book  with  fuch  dif- 
rer;)ecl,  no.v  profefTcd  himfelf  it's  paf- 
iionatc  admirer,  and  held  foith  in  praifc 
of  it  wiih  §,ieat  warmth  and  elocution. 

Not  contented  with  having  exhibited 
this  inftance  of  regard,  he  next  morn- 
ing fent  a  mcflajre  to  the  owner,  import- 
ing that  he  had  but  fupcrficially  glanced 
over  thi:  manulcript,  and  defiling  the 
favour  of  perufing  it  a  fccond  time.  Be- 
ing indulged  in  this  rcqueli,  he  recom- 
mended it  in  terms  of  rapture  tq  all  his 
friends  and  dependants;  and  by  dint  of 
unweaied  felicitation,  procured  a  very 
ample  fubfcription  for  the  author. 

But,  to  reliime  the  thread  of  our 
ftory. —  I  trcfa'i*  praiSlices  were  not  con- 
fined to  fimplc  defamation  :  her  re  • 
pioachts  were  contrived  fo  as  to  imply 
foine  intelligence  in  favour  of  the  jx^rlbn 
fhe  reviled.  In  exemplifying  his  pert- 
nei's  and  anogaitce,  flie  repeated  his 
winy  rejMriee  J  on  pretence  of  lalaming 
h:s  lerocuy,  iht  recounted  proofs  of  his 
f^iiit  and  provvcls  j  and  in  cxplainirg 
the  fource  of  iws  vamiy,  gave  her  mii- 
trefs  to  uiuieritand,  that  a  certain  yourg 
lady  of  fjfhion  was  laid  to  be  enamour- 
ed of  his  peilon.  Nor  did  this  wcU- 
inliru^eii  undci  itrapperomil  thofe  other 
parts  of  her  cue,  which  the  princip  1 
judged  ncccfl'aiy  for  the  fnitherante 
of  hi»  ilhomc.     Her  conveiiation   be- 

can^e 
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came  left  rnardedy  nd  took  a  freer 
turn  than  n&aK  She  feiied  all  oppor* 
tunities  of  introducing  little  amorous 
£oriet,  the  greateft  part  of  which  were 
iiiTented  for  the  purpofet  of  warming 
hawBoa^,  and  lowering  the  price  of 
chaftity  in  her  cfteem ;  for  (he  repre^ 
lented  all  the  young  lady^s  cotempora- 
ires  in  point  oi  age  and  btuation,  as  fo 
many  fenfualifts,  who  without  fcrui^e 
indulged  themfeWes  in  the  ftolen  plea- 
lures  of  youth. 

Meanwhile,  Ferdinand  feconded  theft 
endeavours  with  his  whole  tnduftry  and 
addrefs:  he  redoubled,  if  ]>oflible,  his 
deference  and  refpe^^,  whetting  hts  afli« 
duity  to  the  keeneft  edge  of  attention  $ 
and,  in  fliort,  regulated  his  drefs,  con- 
TCrfation,  and  depoitment,  according 
to  the  fancy,  turn,  and  prevailing  hu- 
mour, of  his  young  miftrefs.  He  nore- 
ovcr  attempted  to  profit  by  hercurioiity^ 
which  he  knew  to  be  truly  feminine } 
and  baring  culled  fram  the  library  of 
bis  patron  certain  dangerous  books^  caU 
culated  to  debauch  the  minds  of  young 
people,  left  them  occafionally  upm  the 
table  in  his  apartment^  after  haTinf^  di- 
leAed  Terefa  to  pick  them  up,  as  if  by 
accident,  in  hisabfence,  and  carry  tbem 
off  for  the  entertainment  of  Mademoi- 
Telle  s  nay,  this  crafty  proJeAor  fot»nd 
means  to  fumifh  his  afTcciate  with  fome 
^lifchievous  preparations,  which  were 
mingled  in  her  chocolate,  tea,  or  coffee, 
as  provocations  to  warm  her  conftitu- 
tion :  yet  all  thefe  machinations,  in- 
genious as  they  were,  failed,  not  only 
in  fulfilling  thetr  aim,  but  even  in  (bak- 
ing the  foundations  of  her  virtue  or 
piide,  which  flood  their  afTaults,  un- 
moved, like  a  flrong  tower  built  upon 
a  rock,  impregnal]t|e  to  all  the  tempef- 
tiious  blafls'oC  heaven. 

Not  but  that  the  confpirators  were 
more  than  once  mifiaken  m  the  efl'eAs 
of  their  artifices,,  and  difpofed  to  ap- 
plaud thcmfelves  on  the  progrefs  they 
had  made.  When  at  any  time  fhc  ex- 
preiTed  a  defire  to  examine  thole  per- 
formances which  were  laid  before  her 
as  fnares  to  entrap  her  chaflity,  they  at- 
tributed  that,  which  was^  no  other  than 
curiofity,  to  a  loolenefs  of  feotiment ; 
and  when  flie  difcovered  no  avcrfion  to 
hear  thofe  anecdotes  concerning  the 
frailty  of  her  neighbours,  they  imputed 
to  abatement  of  chaftity,  that  fatisfac 
tion  which  was  therefult  of  felf-congra-^ 
tulation  on  lier  own  fupcnoi:  virtue. 


«o  ffw  end  the'  twrtcteWttii'' 
plice  of  Fathom  nreifame  mm'  iSHt^ 
«ifeoDflm£liowt|  ttMi  fte  at  icnglii  tf  *  . 
veied  her  tongue  of  all  mftnuic^  mid  ' 
behaved  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the 
yoi^ng  lady,  confounded  and  mtetiCtd 
at  her  indecency  anV'  impuilnicc|  i^ 
baked  her  with  gieat  ftterity,  arid  cohh 
manded  her  to  reform  her  dtfcourftj*  on 
pain  of  beinff  difinifftdvfith  difjp««« 
from  hfcr  iinrvice. 


c  H  A  F.  nr. 

THECONFBDEItATnCirAirolfTWMtt 
BATTERY  i  AND  ATCHfirB  A  KB* 
MABKABLE  ADTEHTVBB. 

THUNDERSTRUCK  at  thiA 
difappointment,  the  confedcratei 
held  a  council,  in  order  to  deiiberM 
upon  the  next  meafuret  that  fliouM  hft 
taken ;  and  Ferdinand,  for  the  preftnt^ 
defpairtng  of  aceompKfhing  hit  grind 
aim,  relieved  to  pnmt  in  another  mali^ 
ner,  by  the  convenieney  of  his  iitnction. 
He  reprefented  to  his  nelpmanB,  thit  it 
would  be  prudeot  for  them  to  taatke  hajr 
while  the  fun*  fbonei  aa  their  cdnnecs 
tion  might  be  foooer  or  Uter  difoovtred,' 
and  an  end  put  ta  all  thofe  opportm^ 
ties  which  they  now  lb  happily  cn|oyed« 
All  principles  of  monUity  nad  bate  at*^ 
ready  excluded  from  tfieir  formerplan  i 
coniequentty,  he  found  it  an  etiy  taft: 
to  intereft  Terefa  in  any  other  fchemc 
tending  to  their  mutual  advamape,  bow^ 
foever  wicked  and  perfidious  it  m^^ 
be.  He  therefore  jxrfuaded  her  to  M 
his  auxiliary  in  defrauding  Madcmot* 
fcUe  at  play,  and  gave  her  foi table  di« 
regions  for  that  p«ipofc|  and  even  tn* 
torcd  her  how  to  abufe  the  ti oft  mpiM 
in  ber,  by  embextling  the  young  lad^^a 
effects,  without  incuning  the  fufpicioa 
of  diihonefly. 

On  the  fuppofiiion  that  ^eiy  ftrvant 
in  the  houfe  was  nM  able  to  nM  fudt. 
temptation,  the  purfe  of  her  mtibefi  (to. 
which  the  maid  had  always  acceft)  wat 
dropped  in  a  paflage,  which  the  domeP 
ticks  had  occa^on  to  fra^uent,  and  Ft-^ 
thorn  pofted  himfelf  in  a  conveiifonf 
place,  in  order  to-  obferve  the  clfeft  oC 
his  flratagems  Hei%  he  was  not  diftp^ 
pointed  in  his  conje^ure.  X^^e  Mt 
perfon  who  chanecd  to  paTs  tliat  waf  ^ 
was  one  of  the  chambermafda,  wMs 
whoip  Tcivia^iad  lif^  for  iome  time  in 


lt1t|IMllA«l>  iCOITMT  JTATHOM. 


45 


»l^(0f  aw^www  ^Pfwty,  becMft  the 
^I^QQch  k«i  kSkd  is  tto  homaffc  and 
tt^,%pi»€h  WW  fiid  t»  Jwr  l»9r  the 
icft  of  the  KTVi&tt* 

Fcrdinaiid  had  in  hit  heart  cfpoufed 
thcf^an^^ifhiaaibciMe^  and  longed 
(or  |A  occ;M*PO  ^  delifer  ber  from  the 
fUljrcioua  oblenraiiQB  of  fuch  an  anta- 
yqpift)  wfam  be»  thvefow.  (aw  her  ap« 
pleach,  hie  heart  throbbed  with  joytul 
cxpcftatiooei  httt»  wheo  ihe  Inatched  up 
the  purlea.  and  thruft  it  in  her  bolbaiy 
with  all  the  eggemeft  and  confufion  of 
OBcdatarmiiMd  to  appropriate  the  wind* 
Isd)  10  her  ovm  vfey  hie  tranfportt  were 
altogMiiar  imipeiM>ie*  Q«  traced  her 
to  kHr  own  apartnvBt,  whither  ihe  im- 
Btfd^ilefy  letnated  with  great  trepida* 
tioiiy  and  than  communicated  the  dif- 
covery  to  Teic^a,  tpgpdier  with  iatruc- 
(ioaa  hoyr  jk>  bclMve  in  the^ieooel. 

Ifi  cpnformitj  with  the(e  leirona»  Ihe 
tpf4(  the  M  opporcimity  of  going  to 
Mftdemoiielley  and  demanding  money 
^  Avne  neceflary  expence^  chat  the 
loft  fliwht  be  famwn,  hefon  the  iinder 
cqnUi  Mve  leifiuv  to  mf^e  any  freHi 
«ai|Yfyanpe  of  the  priiei  and  in  the 
WVi  time,  Ferdinand  kfint  a  ftri£l  eye 
Mfft  the  aMone  of  cha  fcnambermaid. 
Tlie  ymng  lady  havine;  nimmaged  her 
poclLeta  in  f aia»  txptfMd  fone  lurpriae 
9t  the  loft  ^  hoc  purftf  upon  which  her 
i^liendimt  gave  indicationa  of  extreme 
itHffTtmimt  and  ooAcemi  ihe  faid^  it 
^9^id  not  pqffihly  be  M,  intreated  her 
to  feareh  her  efcnitorey  while  ft^  heiieif 
csin  al^ont  ^  reom»  prying  into  every 
cpmer,  with  all  tte  iymptome  of  fear 
and  diira^on.  Having  made  this  un- 
lucocfaf ul  inqniry^  ihe  pretended  to  died 
i|  fl|9od  of  tean»  bewaiUng  her  own  fate» 
i^  Mac  liar  the  peribn  of  any  lady 
who  met  with  iiidi  a  misfortune,  by 
wkifK  ihe  ohftnred,  her  cKaradtr  might 
he  called  in  quefioac  fte  pioduced  tMr 
4vm  keyi.  aiMi  begged  upon  her  kneee, 
that  her  chamber  and  boxee  might  be 
(Mvi^chad  without  delay. 

In  a  word,  ihedemeamd  hcrfelf  fi>  art. 
f  uUy,  upon  thie  occaiion,  that  her  miftrefs, 
^rhA  never  entertained  the  leaii  dotibt  of 
her  imegrity,  new  Looked  upon  her 
a^  n  miracle  of  fidelity  and  attachment, 
and  waa  at  infinite  paint  to  conible  her 
fiar  the  accident  which  had  happened ; 
pix>tefing  that,  for  her  own  part,  the  loft 
of  |be  m<mey  ftould  never  afle6^  her 
ivith  %  moomt't  uneaiiAeft*  if  ^  could 


xtfrieve  a  certain  medal  whkb  ihe  had 
long  kept  in  her  jpurfe,  as  a  remem- 
brance of  her  deceaied  aunt,  from  whom 
4ie  received  it  in  a  prefent. 

Fathom  entered  accidentally  in  the 
midft  of  this  well-aaed  fcene,  end  per- 
oeiring  the  agitation  of  the  maid,  and 
the  concern  of  the  miftreft,  dcfiied,  in  a 
refpeAful  manner,  to  know  the  cnuft  of 
their  diforder.  Before  the  young  ladf 
had  time  to  make  him  acquainted  with 
the  circumlbnces  of  the  caie,  hit  ac«  / 
eomplice  exclaimed  m  an  a(&^ed  paT- 
fion,  *  Mr.  Fathom,  my  lady  has  loft 
'  her  pude;  and  as  no  peribnt  in  the 
'  family  are  fo  much  about  her,  at  yon 
'  and  I,  vou  muft  give  me  leave  in  my 

*  own  jultiiication,  to  in6ft  upon  Made- 
'  mojfelle't  ordering  the  apartmenta  of 

<  ve  both  to  be  fearcbed  without  loft 
'  of  time:  here  are  my  pockett  and  my 
'  keys,  and  you  cannot  fcruple  to  give 
'  her  the  fame  fatitfaAion ;   for  inno- 

*  cence  hat  nothing  to  fear.* 

Mift  Melville  reprimanded  her  (harp- 
ly  for  her  unmannerly  aeaJ  ^  and  Ferdi- 
nand eying  her  with  a  look  of  difdain^ 
'  Madam,*  faid  he,  <  I  approve  of  your 

*  propofal)  but  before  I  undeigo  fuch 

<  mortification,  I  would  advife  Made* 

*  moifelle  to  fubjeA  the  two  chamber. 

'   maidt  to  fuch  inquiry  t  at  they  alio  ^ 
'  have  acceft  to  the  apartmentt,  and 

*  are,  J  apprehend,  at  likely  as  you  or 
'  I,  to  behave  in  fuch  a  fcandalout  man  - 

The  young  lady  declared  that  ihe  wat 
too  well  fttitfied  of  Terefa't  honelfy  and 
Ferdinand*t  honour,  to  harbour  the  leait 
fuipicion  of  either,  and  that  ihe  would 
iboAer  die  than  difgrace  them  lb  far  aa 
to  comply  with  the  propofal  the  former 
had  mskdej  but  as  ihe  faw  no  reafon  for 
exempting  the  inferior  iervantt  from 
that  examination  which  Fathom  advi- 
ied,  ihe  would  forthwith  put  it  intoexe* 
cution.  The  chambermaids  being  ac- 
cordingly fummoned,  ihe  calmly  aiked 
if  either  of  them  had  accidentiy  found 
the  put  ft  (he  had  di-opped,  and  both 
replying  in  the  negative,  flie  alFumed 
an  air  of  ft  verity  and  determination^ 
and  demanding  their  keys,  threatened 
to  examine  their'  trunks  on.  the  in- 
ilant. 

The  guilty  Abigail,  who,  though  afl 
Hungarian,  wat  not  inferior,  in  point  of 
effrontery,  to  any  one  of  the  fii^erhood 
in  England,  no  foooer  heard  this  me- 

nace, 
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nacc,  than  (he  affe6\ed  an  air  of  af- 
fronted  innocence,  thanked  God  (he  had 
lived  in  many  reputable  families,  and 
been  trufted  with  untold  gold,  but  was 
never  before  fufpeaed  of  theft  5  that  the 
other  maid  might  do  as  (he  (hou)d  think 
proper,  and  be  mean-fpirited  enough 
to  let  her  things  be  tumbled  topfy-tuivy 
and  expofed;  but,  for  her  own  part,  if 
flic  fliould  be  ufed  in  that  inhuman  and 
difgraceful  manner,  (he  would  not  (tay 
another  hour  in  the  houfej  and,  in  con- 
clufion,  faid,  thatMadcmoifeile  had  more 
reafon  to  look  (harp  after  thofe  who  en- 
joyed the  greateft  (hare  of  her  favour, 
than  believe  their  malicious  infmuations 
againll  innocent  people  whom  they  were 
well  known  to  hate  and  defame'. 

This  declaration  implying  an  hint  to 
the  prejudice  of  Terefa,  far  trom  divert- 
ing Mils  Melville  front  hei'  pnrp^fe, 
ii^rved  only  to  inhance  the  charafter  of 
the  accufed  in  her  opinion,  and  to  con- 
firm her  fufpicion  of  the  accuferj  of 
whom  (he  again  demanded  her  keys, 
protcftins:,  that  (hould  (he  prove  refrac- 
tory, the  count  himfelf  (hould  take  cog- 
nizance of  the  aflPair,  whereas  if  (he 
would  deal  ingcnuoufly,  (he  (hould  have 
no  caufe  to  repent  of  her  confeflion.  So* 
faying,  (lie  defired  our  adventurer  to  take 
the  trouble  of  calling  up  fome  of  the 
men  fcrvants;  upon  which  the  conicimis" 
criminal  began  to  tremble,  and  falling" 
upon  her  knees,  acknowledged  her  guilt, 
and  implored  the  forgivcnefs  of  her' 
young  roiftrefs. 

Tereia  feizlng  this  occafion  to  figna- 
lize  her  gcnerofity,  joined  in  the  requclt, 
and  the  offender  was  pardoned,  after 
having  reftored  the  purfc,  and  promifed 
in  the  fight  of  heaven,  that  the  devil 
(Iiould  never  again  intice  her  tothecom- 
mi(?ion  of  (uch  a  crime.  This  adven- 
ture fully  anfwered  all  the  purpofcs  of 
our  politician  J  it  cltablirtied  theopinion 
of  his  fellow -labourer's  virtue,  beyond 
the  power  of  accident  or  information  to 
fliake,  and  fet  up  a  falle  beacon  to  mif- 
lead  the  feniinicnts  of  Mademoifelle, 
in  cafe  (he  fliould  for  the  future  meet 
with  the  like  misfortune.* 


C  H  A  P.     X. 

THEY  PROCEED  TO  LEVY  CONTRI- 
BUTIONS WITH  GREAT  SUCCESS, 
UNTIL     OUR     HERO     SETS     OUT 


With  the  y^uwo  coumt  Foit 

VIENNA,  WHERE  HE  RNTBRS  IH- 
TO  LEAGVE  WITH  ANOTHER  Af»- 
VENTURER. 

UNDER  this  fecnre  cover,  Tflne6 
levied  contributions  upon  her  mif* 
trefs  with  great  fuccefs.  Some  trinket 
was  mifling  every  day ;  the  young  lady*s 
patience  began  to  f^il,  the  faithful  at- 
tendant was  overwhelmed  with  confler- 
hation,  and  with  the  appearance  of  ex- 
treme  chagrin,  demanded  her  difmiiliony 
a(5rming"that  thele  things  were  cer- 
tainly efleftcd  by  fome  perfon  in  the 
family,  with  a  view  of  murdering  her 
precious  reputation.  Mifs  Melville, 
not  without  di(ficultyy  quieted  her  vex- 
ation with  a(rurance8  of  inviolable  con- 
fidence and  efleem,  until  a  pair  of  dia- 
mond ear- rings  vani(hed,  when  Terefii 
could  no  longer  keep  her  affliAion  with- 
in bounds*  Indeed,  this  was  an  event 
of  more  confluence  than  all  the  reft 
which  had  happened,  for  the  jewels 
were  valued  at  five  hundied  florins. 

Mademoifelle  was  accordingly  alarm- 
ed to  fuch  a  degree,  that  (he  made  her 
mbther  acquainted  with  her  lof^,  and 
that  good  lady,  who  was  an  ezeetlent 
oeconomiff,  did  not  fail  to  give  indica- 
tions of  extraordinary  concern.  She 
afked,  if  her  daughter  had  reafon  to 
fufpe^  any  individual  in  the  familyt 
and  if  (he  was  perfectly  confident  of 
herown  woman'*8  integrity :  upon  which 
Mademoifelle,  with  many  encomiums 
on  the  fidelity  and  attachment  of  Te« 
refa,  recounted  the  adventure  of  the 
chambermaid,  who  immediately  under- 
went a  ftri£l  enquiry,  and  was  even 
committed  to  prifon,  on  the  ftrength  of 
her  former  mifdemeanour.  Our  a^ven- 
turer*s  mate  infifted  'upon  undergoing 
the  fame  trial  with  the  reft  of  the  do- 
mefticks  ;  and,  as  ufual,  comprehended 
Fathom  in  her  infmuations;  while  he 
leconded  the  propofal,  and  privately 
counfclled  the  old  lady  to  introduce 
Terefa  to  the  magiflrate  of  the  place. 
By  thefe  pre-concerted  recriminations, 
they  efcaped  all  fufpicion  of  coltufion. 
After  a  fruitlefs  enquiry,  the  prifbner 
was  dil'charged  from  her  confinement^ 
and  turned  out  of  the  fervice  of  the 
count,  in  whofe  private  opinion  the  cha- 
racter of  no  perfon  fuifered  fo  much  aa 
that  of  his  own  fon,  whom  he  fufpe6led 
of  having  embezzled  the  jewels,  forth** 
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Ittfe  of  ti  certain  tifamoratti  wl\o  at 
that  finie  wat'faid  to  havt  captivatod 
his  alFcaionf .  *  ' 

Ttic  did  gendeman  felt,  upon  thit 
occafion;  ali  that  intmal  aiM^niih  which 
a  man  of  honoui'  may  be  loppofed  to 
iWfix  on  account  of  a  fon't  degeneracy's 
and  without  diVul^inj^  his  fentimentSy 
or  even  hinting'  hit  fufpicions  to  the 
youth  himfelf,  deterfnmed  to  detach 
him  at  ohce  from  fhch  dangerous  cori- 
n^ons^  ByYehding  him  forthwith  to 
Vienna,  on  pretence  of  finilhmg  his 
ezerdfes  at  the  academy,  and  uihering 
him  into  acquaintance  with  the  great 
world.  Though  he  would  not  be 
thought  by  the  youn^  gentteman  him- 
felf, to  harbour  the  kaft  doubt  of  hit 
morals,  he  did  not  fcruple  to  unbofom 
hiroleif  on  that  fubje6i  to  Ferdinand, 
trhole  fagacity  and  virtue  he  held  in 
great  Tener^tion.  This  indulgent  pa- 
'tron,  exprefled  himfelf  in  the  raott  pa- 
thetick  terms,  on  the  untoward  di(po- 
.fition  of  his  ion  $  he  told  Fathom  that 
he  ihottld  accompany  Renaldo  (that  was 
the  youth's  name)  not  only  as  a  compa- 
ntouy  but  as  a.  preceptor  and  pattern  ; 
conjured  him  t6  aflSic  his  tutor  m  fuper- 
intending  his  condfafl,  and  to  reinforce 
the  gotemor*8  precepts,  by  his  own 
examples  to  inculcate  upqti  him  tHe 
fnoft  delicate  pun^ilios  of  nonour ;  and 
'decoy  hipfi  into  ei^travagance,  rather 
than  leave  the  ieaft  illiberal  fentiment  ia 
his  heart. 

Our  craffy  adventurer,  with  demon - 
((rations  of  the  utmoft  fenfibility,  ac- 
knowledged the  ^reat  goodnefs  of  the 
count  in  repofing  iuch  confidence  in  his 
integrity;', which,  as  he  obferved,  none 
but  the  worft  of  villains  could  abufc  j 
and  fervently  wiflied  that  he  might  no 
longer  9xjft,  th^  heilhould  continue 
to  remember  and  refent  the  obligations 
he  owed  to  his  kind  benefaAor.  While 
preparations  were  making  for  their  de- 
paiture,  our  hero  held  a  council  with 
his  aflbciate,  whom  he  enriched  with 
many  fage  inftruj5lions  touching  her  fu- 
ture operations  5  Be  at  the  fame  time 
diiburdened  her  of  all  or  the  greateft 
part  of  the  fpoils  (lie  had  won;  and 
after  having  received  divers  marks  of 
bounty  from  the  count  and  his  lady,  to- 
gether  with  a  purfe  from  his  young 
roiftrefs,  he  fet  out  for  Vienna  in  the 
eighteenth  year  of  his  age,  with  Re- 
n2do  and  us  governor,  who  were  pro- 
vided witb  letters  of  reconimeijd^tion 


to  fomeof  the  count's  friends,  belonginf 
to  the  Imperial  court. 

Such  a  favourable  introdu£lion  eould 
not  fail  of  being  advantageous  tot 
youth  of  Ferdinand's  fpecious  accom* 
plifhments)  for  he  was  confiderrd  at 
\ht  young  count*s  compttnton,  admit- 
ted into  his  parties,  and  included  in  atl 
the  entertamments  to  which  Renaldo 
was  invited.  He  foon  diftinguifhed 
liimfelf  by  his  a^ivity  and  addrefs,  in 
the  courie  of  thofr  exercifes  that  wei% 
tauj^ht  at  the  academy  of  which  he  wait 
pupil ;  his  manners  were  fo  tn^tpnj^ 
as  to  attract  the  acquaintance  of  hit 
fellow-ftudents,  and  his  converfatioti 
being  fprightly  and  inoffenfive,  'gr*^ 
into  very  great  requeit  j  in  a  word,  Urn 
and  the  young  count  formed  a  remark* 
able  contraft,  which  in  the  eye  of  tiie 
world  redounded  to  his  advantage. 

They  were  certainly,  in  all  refpeCllf 
the  reverft  of  each  other.  Renaldd, 
under  a  total  dcfeft  of  exterior  cultiva* 
tion,  pc^eiFed  a  moft  excellent  under- 
ftanding,  with  every  virtue  that  digni- 
fies the  human  heart;  while  the  other» 
beneath  a  moft  agreeable  outfide,  with 
an  inaptitude  and  averiion  to  let^eri» 
concealed  an  amazing  fund  of  villah^ 
and  ingratitude.  Hitherto,  his  obfer* 
vation  had  been  confined  to  a  narrow 
fphere,  and  his  reflefUons,'  though  fuf « 
prizingly  jiift  and  acute,  had  not  at- 
tained to  that  maturity  which  age  and 
experience  give :  but  now,  his  percep- 
tions began  to  be  more  difKna>  and 
extended  to  a  thoufand  obje£ls  which 
had  never  before  come  under  his  cog* 
nitance. 

He  had  formerly  imagined,  but  wat 
now  fully  perfuadcd,  that  the  font  of 
men  preyed  upon  one  another,  and  fueh 
was  the  end  and  condition  of  their  be- 
ing. Among  the  principal  figures  of 
lite,  he  obferv^  few  or  no  chara^ers 
'  that  did  not  bear  a  ftrong  analogy  to 
the  favage  tyrants  of  the  wood.  One 
refembled  a  tyger  in  fury  and  rapaciouf- 
nefs;  a  fecond  prowled  about  like  an 
hungry  wolf,  feeking  whom  he  might 
devour;  a  third  a6lcd  the  part  of  a 
jackall,  in  beating  the  bufli  for  game 
to  his  voracious  employer;  and  a  fourth 
imitated  the  wily  tox,  in  praftifing  a 
thoufand  traf^  ambufcades  tor  the  de- 
flruftion  of  the  ignorant  and  unwary. 
This  laft  was  the  department  of  life 
for  which  he  found  himfelf  beft  qak- 
lificdby  natuveand bclifiation,  and  he 
E'  accordingly 
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accordingly  refolved  that  his  talent 
fliould  not  ruft  in  his  jpoflfefuon,.  He 
was  already  pretty  well  verfed  in  all 
the  fciences  ot  play ;  but  he  had  every 
^y  occafion  to  ice  thefe  arts  carried 
to  fuch  a  furprizing  pitch  of  HnefTe  and 
dexterity,  as  difcouraged  him  from 
.building  his  fchemes  on  thatfounda* 
tlon. 

He  therefore  determined  to  fafeinate 

jhe  judj^ment,  rather  than  the  eyes  of 

.of  his  Kllow-creatureSy  by  a  continual 

cxercife  cf  that  gift  of  deceiving,  with 

which  he  knew  himfelf  endued  to  an 

unrivalled  degree  i  and  to  acouire  un- 

. bounded  influence  with  thofe  who  might 

be  fubfcrvient  to  his  Intereft,   by   an 

^kfliduous  application  to  their  prevailing 

fiaiHons.     Not  that  play  was  altogether 

left  put  in  the  proje^ion  of  his  uecono* 

^my :  though  he  engaged  himfclf  very 

'little  in  the  executive  part  of  gaming, 

he  had  not  been  long  in  Vienna,  when 

.  he  entered  into  league  with  a  genius  of 

.  that  kind,  wJiom  he  diliinguiiLed  among 

the  pupils  of  the  academy  ^  and  who, 

'indeed,  had  taken  up  his  habitation  ni 

that  place,  with  a  view  to  pillage  the 

provmcials  on  their  firft  arrival  in  town, 

before  they  could  be  armed  with  proper 

circumfpc^lion  to  preTerve  their  money, 

or  have  time  to  difpofe  of  it  in  any 

other  fliape. 

Similar  charaflers  naturally  attra^ 
each  other,  and  people  of  our  hero's 
principle  are,  of  all  others,  the  moft 
apt  to  diflinguifti  their  own  likentfs 
whereToever  it  occurs,  becaufe  they  al- 
ways keep  the  faculty  of  difceming  in 
full  exertion.  It  was  in  confequence 
of  this  mutual  alertnefs,  that  Ferdi- 
nand and  the  ftranger,  who  was  a  na- 
*  tive  of  Tyrol,  perceived  themfelves  re- 
fleflcd  in  the  dil'poiitions  of  each  other, 
and  immediately  entered  into  an  offen- 
five  and  defenlive  alliance :  our  adven- 
turer undertaking  for  the  articles  of 
intelh'^ence,  countenance,  and  counfei} 
and  his  aflbciate  charging  him  (elf  with 
the  riik  of  execution. 


CHAP.    XL 

FATHOM  MAKES  VARIOUS  EFFORTS 
IN  TH£  WORLD  OF  GALLANTRY. 

THUS  conneAed,  they  began  to 
hunt  in  couples  j  and  Fathom,  in 
order  to  proEt  by  ihe  alliance,  with  a 


ice,  contrived  a  Asall  (cfacmr 
at  iucceeded  to  hit  wiih.  Renald^ 
bein|  one  night  intoxicated  in  the 
couTK  of  a  roerry-makins  with  hia 
fellow-pupils,  from  which  Fathom  had 
purpofely  abfented  himfelf,  was  by  the 
Tyroleae  fo  artfully  provoked  to  pUy, 
that  he  could  not  refitt  the  temptadoo^ 
but  engaged  at  pafs-dice  with  that  fell 
adverfary,  who  in  lefs  than  an  hour 
.dripped  him  of  a  pretty  round  fum. 
Next  day,  when  the  young  gentleman 
recovered  the  ufe  of  his  ren^ion,  he 
was  fenGbly  chagrined  at  the  folly  and 
precipitation  of  his  own  condufl,  an 
account  of  which  he  communicated  km 
confidence  to  our  hero,  with-demon- 
ftrations  of  infinite  fttftt^fand  con- 
cern. 

Ferdinand  havingjnoralized upon  the 
Tub jed  with  great  fagacity,  and  fliarply 
inveighed  againft  the  Tyroleze,  for  ttw 
unfair  advantage  he  had  taken,  retired 
to  his  clofet  and  wcote  the  following 
billet,  which  was  immediately  fent  to 
bis  ally. 

'<  n^HE  obligations!  owe>  and  the 

•*-    *  attachments  I  feel  to  the  Count 

''  Pe  Melville^  will  not  fuiFer  me  to  be 

*  an  idle  fpefkator  of  the  wrongs  o£- 

*  fered  to  his  fon,  in  the  diflionourable 
'  ufe,  I  underftand,  you  made  laft  nighl 
^  of  his  unguarded  hours  i  I  therefore 
^  iniift  upon  your  making  immediate  re- 
^  ftitution  of  the  booty  which  you  foon- 

*  juHly  got  i  otherwise  I  expert  you  will 
^  meet  me  upon  the  ramparts,  near  the 
^  baftion  De  la  Port-Neuve,  to-morrow 
'  morning  at  day -break,  in  order  to 
'  ju(lify  with  your  fword  the  finefle 
'  you  have  pra^ifed  upon  the  friend  of 

*■  Ferdinand  De  Fatbom/ 

The  gameftcs  no  fooner  received  thia 
intimation,  than,  according  to  the  plan 
which  had  been  preconcerted  betwixt 
the  author  and  him,  he  went  to  the 
apartment  of  Ren^Ido,  and  prefenting 
.  the  fum  of  money  which  he  had  de* 
frauded  him  of  the  preceding  night, 
told  bim,  with  a  ilern  countenance^ 
that  though  it  was  a  juft  acquifition,  he 
fcomed  to  avail  himfelf  of  hia  good 
fortune  againtt  any  perfon  who  enter* 
tained  the  fmalleft  doubt  of  his  honour* 
The  young  count,  furpriied  at  this 
addrefs,  re^c^led  his  offer  with  difdaiii* 
and  deiired  to  know  the  meaning  of  fuch 
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tnunaepededdedanition.  Uponwhich,^   rerentipent,  in  an  imi 
the  other  produced  Ferdinand's  billet,*   of  that  condoft  whicl 
and  threatened  in  very  high  termJ,  to 
meet  the  ftrippling  according  to  his  in- 
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vitation,  fltnd  chaftife  him  fcvercly  for 
his  prefamptxon.  The  confequence  of 
this  explanation  is  obvious.  Kenaldo, 
imputing  the  ofRcfouihefs.of  Fathom  t^ 
the  zeal  of  his  fr iendfhip,  interpofc*^  rci 
the  quaire})  which  was  amicnMy  com- 
piomiftsd,  not  a  Httle  to  iht  yionour  of 
cnr  adventurer,  who  ihu^  obtained  an 
opportunity  of  difplayihg  his  Courage 
and  mtcjtity,  without  the  lead  harar*^ 
to  his  perfon  \  while,  at  the  fame  time, 
his  confederate  recommended  himfelf  to 
the  efleem  of  the  young  count,  by  his 
fpirited  behaviour  t)n  this  occaflon ;  fo 
that  Renaldo  being  lefs  ihy  of  his  com- 
pany for  the  future,  the  Tyroleie  had 
the  fairer  opportunities  to  profecute  his 
defies  upon  the  young  gentleman*8 
purie. 

"It  would  be  almoft  fuperfluous  to  fay 
Aat  thcfe  were  not  oegldfted .  The  fon 
of  Count  Melville  was  not  deficient  in 
point  of  penetration :  but  his  whole 
ftudy  vras  at  that  time  engroflfed  by  the 
care  of  his  education  ^  and  he  had  fome- 
ttmes  recourfe  to  play,  as  to  an  amufe- 
ment  by  which  he  fought  to  upbend  the 
ieverity  of  his  attention.  No  wonder, 
then,  that  he  fell  a  prty  to  an  artful 
gamedcr,  whb  had  been  regularly  trained 
to  the  profeflion,  and  made  it  the  fole 
ftudy  of  his  lif^^  efpecially  as  the  Hun- 
garian was  remarlcable  fojr  a  warmth  of 
temper,  which  a  knight  of  the  ^H  al- 
ways knows  how  to  manage  for  his  own 
advantage. 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  operations. 
Fathom  was  a  very  ufcful  con-efpon- 
dent;  he  inftru£led  the  Tyrolexc  in  the 
peculiarities  of  Renaldo's  difpofition, 
and  made  him  acquainted  with  the  pro<^ 
per  feafons  for  profiting  by  his  dexterity. 
rerdinandy  for  example,  who  by  the 
authority  derived  to  him  from  the  in- 
jundions  of  the  old  count,  fomctimes 
took  upon  himfelf  the  office  of  an  ad^ 
rifer,  cunningly  chofe  to  counfel  the 
fi>n,  at  thofe  conrun^hires,  when* he 
knew  him  leaft  aole  to  bear  fuch  ex- 
poftulatton.  Advice  improperly  admi- 
niftei'ed,  generally  af^s  in  diametrical 
oppofition  to  the  purpofefor  which  it  is 
fuppofed  to  be  given :  at  iea((,  this  was' 
the  cafe  with  the  young  gentleman  $ 
who,  infbmed  by  the  reproof  of  fuch 
a  tutor,  ufed  to  obey  the  dilates  of  his 


fAediaU  rept.ition' 
h  our  adventurer* 
bad  taken  the  libeity  to  difapprove ;  and' 
the  gameilcr  was  always  at  band,  to 
minitter  unto  his  indignation.  By  thefe 
means  he  was  difencumbered  of  divers 
confiderable  remittances,  with  ^wfaich 
his  father  chearfuHy  fupplied  him,  ort 
Ac  fuppofition  that  tney  were  fpcnt  witW 
talle  and  liberality,  under  the  dire6lion 
of  our  adventurer.  • 

Bat  Ferdinand^s  views  were  not  con- 
fined to  the  narrow  field  of  this*  alli*^ 
ance:  he  attempted  divert  enterprizet 
in  the  world  of  gallantrv:  coufcious  of 
his  own  perfonai'qQalincations,  and 
never  doubting  that  he  could  infinuate 
himfelf  into  tne  good  graces  offom* 
maiTied  iady  about  court,  or  lay  anojiu« 
lent  dowager  under  contribution.  But 
he  met  with  an  obftadein  hiseodeavoun 
of  this  kind,  which  all  his  art  was 
unable  to  furmount.  This  was  no 
other 'than  the  obfcurity  of  his  birth; 
and  the  want  of  a  title,  without  whicH 
no  perfon  in  that  country  lays  claim  to' 
the  privileges  of  a  gentleman.  Had  he 
forefeen  this  inconvenience,  he  might 
have  made  fhift  to  obviate  the  confer 
quences,  by  obtaining  permiflion  to  ap^* 
pear  in  the  character  of  the  count*f 
kinfman;  thongh,  in  all  probability, 
fuch  an  expedient  would  not  have  been 
extreroelv  agreeable  to  the  old  gentle* 
man,  who  was  very  tenacious  of  tli« 
honour  of  his  family.  Neverthclefs, 
his  generofrty  might  have  been  prevailed 
upon  to  indulge  Fathom  with  fuch  a 
pretext,  in  confideration  of  the  youth's' 
fuppofed  attJ^chment,  and  the  obliga* 
tions  for  which  he  deemed  himfelf  in- 
debted to  his  deceafed  mother. 

True  it  is,  Ferdinand,  upon  his  firfl 
arrival  at  Vienna,  had  been  admitted 
into  fiaihionable  company,  on  the  foot- 
ing of  Renaldo's  companion,  becaofe 
nobody  fufpefled  the  defeat  of  his  pedi- 
gree; and  even  after  a  report  had  been 
circulated  to  the  prejudice  of  his  ex- 
traction, by  the  induftry  of  a  lacquey 
who  attended  the  young  count,  there  - 
were  not  wanting  many  young  people  of 
diflin6(ion,  who  ftill  favoured  him  with 
their  countenance  and  correfpondence  : 
but  he  was  no  longer  invited  to  private 
families,  in  which  only  he  could  expefb 
to  profit  by  his  addrefs  among  the  ladies, 
and  had  the  mortification  of  finding 
himfelf  frequently  excepted  from  partiea 
which  were  exprefsly  calculated  for  the 
£  1  enter- 
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^t  fkf^f  he  endeavoured  with  all  hi^ 
vaight  to  preienre  the  little  that  ftill  re- 
ipatnedy  aiid  refolyed  to  tranilate  into 
^n  humbler  fphere  that  gallantry  which 
he  had  no  longer  ooportunities  of  dif- 
playing  in  the  world  of  rank  and  fa- 
ibioD. 


cotertainmentof  tbeyotjngcount.  Luck-,  the  defire  of  captivating  the,  otper  (er^ 
]]y,  his  fpirit  was  fo  pliant  as  ^  fuftain  6ur  atclventurer  having  deUbofated  upon 
^efe  fli^hts^  without  being  much  de-|  t|ie  means  of  coiiiverting  this  anlniofity 
jeded ;  inftead  of  rirptning  at  the  lofs  ot,  >  to  his  own  adv^^ntage^  faw  no  method 
t|iat  cefpeft  which  had  been  paid  to  him  ^fpr  this  jpurpoie  fo  feafible.  as  that  o^ 
•.   ..  «    .^         J  J       .!_     11    L'.      *   *  ine  {lis  apMoachc^'tb  toeheart*  of 

i,  oy  miniftring  to  each  in^  private 


maklnfi 

both,  b^  ^  .    „.,,  _^  . 

food  for  their  reciprocal  envy  ana  male- 
volence :  became  Ke  w^U  J|^»ew  that  no 
rqzjji  lics.fo  dire6l  and  open  to  a  wo- 
inan^s  heart,  as  that  of  gratifying  Ket 
paeons  of  vanity  and  reientment. 

When  he  had  an  opportunity  pf  betne 
particular  with  the  mother,  be  expreflca 
ois  conqera  for  haying  iii^wittipgly  ija^ 
carre4  the  difpleafure  of  ^ademoiieilet 
T^liich,  he  obferved,^  was  ot>viou»  in 
every,  cirp lunftance  of  her  bet]iaviouir  to- 
waids  mm  f  protefting  ^e  Was  utterly 
innocent  of  ail  indention  of  otteDding 
her  i  and  that  he  could  not  account  fbi; 
his  dilgrace  any  other  way,  tlian  by 
fuppofing  fl)e  took  umbrage  at  the  di- 
^eqkion  of  his  chief  .regards  tbwarjs  hoc 
n^other- in-law,  whicb>,^e  owned,  was 
altogitthjcr involuntary,  lieing  wholly  in- 
flucncedby  that  lia'dy*s  fuperior  charms 
and  p«l*itencfs. 

.  Such  a  declaration  v^as  peffefily  we]( 
calculated  for  the  meti Ji^ii  of  a  dam^ 
like  her,  who  with  all  the  jntostication 
of  unenlightened  pride,  anid  axi  idcreaf-* 
ed  appetite  for  pleafure^  had  beguh  tQ 
ijndnerfelf  neglefled,  and  even  to  be- 
lieve that  her  attra&ons  were  aSually 
in  the  wane.  She  vtrj  graciouily  con- 
doled our  gallant  for,  the  miihamof 
which  he  complained  |  repiefentin^  Wil. 
helmina  (that  was  the  daughter*s  namejt 
as  a  pert,  illiterate,  envious  baggage, 
ofwhofedi%uft  he  ought  to  make  n^ 
conHijeration ;  then  ihe  recounted  inany 
inftanccs  of  her  own  generoiity  to  tha^ 
young  fady,  with. the  returns  of  malice 
and  ingratitude  i^e  had\inad^e$  and, 
laftly,  enumerated  all  the  iroperfedions 
of  herpeifon,  education,  and  oedaviouri 
^t  He  might  fee  with  wlfiat  juTlice  the 
gypfv  pretended  to  yye  wjt^  thofe  who. 
had  been  diilinguilhed  by  the  ap^rbba^ 
tion,  and  even  gallantry,  of  the  beft 
people  ii>  Vienna. 

..Having  thus  eftah)i/be(f  him^If  her 
confident  and  goflxp;  be  knew  his  next 
ilepof  promotion  woiuld  neccfianly  be 
to  the  degree  of  her  lover  i  apd,  in  that 
belief,  reiulved  to  play  the  fame  gime 


ckAP.  xn. 

VB  1PFECT8  A  tODGMSHT  IN  Tui 
H0U8B  OP  A  RICH  JEWELLER. 

JN  confequence  of  t])is  determinatiooj^ 
he,^  to  the  uttermoft,   exerted  his 

.  gpod-bumour,  among  the  few  friends  of 
cpniequcnce  his  fortune  h^d  left,  and 
even  carriec)  hiscQinnlaiiancefofar,  af( 
to  become  the  humble  fervaot  of  their 
n|pafures  |  whiie  he  atten^pted  to  extend 
Ais  acquaintance  in.  an  inferior  path  of 
life,  where  he  thought  his  talents  you14 
ihwp  n\ott  confpici^ous  than  at  the  af- 
femblies  of  the  great,  fm4  conduce  more 
e(re6lua%  to  the  intqreft  of  all  his  de- 
fjns..  Nor  did  he  fipd  himfelf  difsp- 
pointed  in  that  expe^ation,  fanguine  as 
It  ynt»  He  foon  found  means  to  be 
Introduced  to  the  houfe  of  a  wealthy 
tiourgeois,  where  every  individual  was 
charmed  with  his  eafy  air  and  extraor- 
dinary qualifications.  He  accommo- 
dated himfelf  Airprizingly  to  the  hu- 
9M)urs  of  the  whole  family)  fmoaked 
tobacco,  fwallowed  wine,  and  difcourled 
of  flones  with  the  hulband,  who  was  a 
^ch  |eweiler$  faciificed  himfelf  to  the 

*^ride  and  loquacity  of  the  wife ;  and 
played  unon  the  violin,  and  fungalte^- 
oatelv,  lor  the  amufen^ent  of  his  only 
^s^ugbter,  a  buxom  lafs,  yearly  of  bis 
<7wn  age,  the  fruit  of  a  former  mar- 

,  ft  was  no^  long  before  Ferdinand  had 
Deafon  to  congratulate  himfelf  on  the 
i^ooting  he  had  gained  in  this  fociety. 
He  had  expe£^ed  to  find,  and  in  a  little 
tin^e  aAuallv  difcoveied,  that  mutual 
jfaloufy  and  rancour  which  almofi  al- 
ways fubfift  between  a  daughter  and  her 
liep  dame,  inflamed  with  ail  the  viru- 
lence of  female  emulation »  for  the  dif- 
pariiy  in  their  ages  fervcd  only  to  ren- 
der them  the  more  inveterate  rivals  in 


with  Madeftioifelle  Wiihelmina^  whofe 
cbmpIe3(ion  was  very  itiuch  a- kin  to  that 
of  her  flep- mother ;  indeed,  they  rc(em- 

bWd 
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Cfcd  eacli  other  too  much  to  lire  upon 
any  terms  of  friendihip  or  evea  deco- 
rum. Fathom»  in  order  to  enjoy  a  pri- 
vate converfatlon  with  the  jroung  I&dy, 
never  failed  to  repeat  his  vifit  every  af- 
tcroood,  till  at  length  he  had  the  plea- 
fure  of  finding  her  difengagcd,  the  jew- 
eller being  occupied  among  hit  work- 
■ien>  and  his  wife  gone  to  ailift  at  a 
lying- in. 

Our  adventurer  and  the  daughter  had' 
already  exchanged  their  vows«  by  the 
expremve  language  of  the  eyes }  hie  had 
even  declared  himfelf  in  fome  tender 
ejaculations  which  had  been  foftly  whif- 
percd  in  her  ear,  when  he  could  fnatch 
aii  opportunity  of  venting  them  unper- 
ceived}  nay.  he  had  upon  divers  oc- 
cafions  gently  fqueezed  her  fair  hand, 
on  pretence  of  tuning  her  harpfichord, 
and  been  favoured  with  returns  of  the 
Ikme  cordial  predure  {  Co  that  inftead  of 
accofting  her  with  the  fearful  hefitation 
and  reierve  of  a  timid  Twain,  he  told  her, 
after  theexercile  of  the  douxyeux,  that 
fie  was  come  to  confer  with  her  upon  a 
fubie^  that  nearly  concerned  her  peace  ^ 
andalkedif  fliehad  not  obferved  of  late 
an  evident  abatement  of  friend  (hip  in 
her  mother's  behaviour  to  him^  woom 
^e  had  formerly  treated  with  fuch  marks 
of  favour  and  relbe^.  Mademoifelle 
would  not  pay  fo  ill  a  compliment  to 
ier  ovim  difccmment  as  to  lay  /he  had 
not  perceived  the  alteration,  which,  on 
the  contrary,  (he  owned  was  extremely 
wdpable  $  nor  was  It  difficult  to  divine 
tiie  cauie  of  luch  eftraD|;ed  looks.  This 
remark  was  accompanied  with  an  irre- 
fiftible  glance,  (he  fmiled  inchanting, 
^  colour  deepened  on  her  cheeks,  her 

Jireaft  began  to  heave,  and  her  whole 
irame  underwent  a  moft  agreeable  con- 
fuiionJ  ^ 

Ferdinand  was  not  a  man  to  let  fuch 
a  favourable  con j unsure  pa fs-unregard- 
cd.  *  Yes,  charming  Wilhelmina  r  ex- 
claimed the  politician  in  an  a(Fe£led  rap- 
fure,  *  the  caulc  is  as  confpicuous  as 

*  your  attra£Uons.    She  hath,  in  ipite 

<  of  all  m^  circumfpe^ion,  perceived 
'  that  padion^  which  it  is  not  in  my 
'  power  to  conceal,  and  in  confequcnce 

<  of  which,  I  now  declare  myfelf  your 

<  devoted  adorer :  or,  confcious  of  your 
'  ^iapeiior  excellence,  her  jealou(y  hath 

*  taken  the  alarm,  and  though  (lung 

*  with  conjeAure  only,  repines  at  the 

<  triumph  of  your  perfe^ions.     How 

<  fiv  tkia  i|»urit  of  malignity  may  be  in- 
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flamed  to  my  prejudice,  I  know  not< 
perhaps,  as  this  n  the  firft,  it  may  be 
alfo  the  laft  oppoitunitv,  I  (hall  h^Ve 
of  avowing  the  deartft  Icntimcnts  of 
my  heart  to  the  fair  object  that  infpired 
them  J'  in  a  word,  I  may  be  for  ever, 
excluded  from  your  preience.     Ex« 
cufe  me,  then,  divine  creature !  from- 
the  pra£lice  of  thofcunnecclTary  forms, 
which  I  (hould  take  pride  in  obferv* 
ing,  were  I  indulged  with  the  ordi* 
nary  privileees  of  an  honourable  lover; 
and,  once  for  all,  accept  the  homage 
of  an  heart  overflowing  with  love  and 
admiration.     Yes,  adorable  Wilhel- 
mina! I  am  dazzled  with  your  fuper- 
natural   beauty;  your  other  accom- 
plishments lliike  me  with  wonder  and 
awe.     I  am  enchanted  by  the  graces 
of  your  dejportment,  raviihed  with  the 
charms  of  your  converfation  j    aAd 
there  is  a  certain  tendernefs  of  be« 
nevolcnce    in  that  endearing  afpeA, 
which,  I  truH,  will  not  fail  to  melt 
with  iympathy  at  the  emotions  of  a 
faithful  Have  like  me.* 
So  Ikying,  he  threw  himfcif  upon  hia 
knees, and  ieizing  her  plump  liand,pre(r- 
ed  it  to  his  lips  with  all  the  violence  o£ 
real  tranfport.     The    nymph,  whofo 
paflions  natui-e  had  filled  to  the  biim,^ 
could  not  hear  fuch  a  rhapfody  unmov<» 
ed  t  being  an  utter  (branger  to  addrelTes  of 
this  kind,  (he  undcrftood  every  word  of 
it,  in  the  literal  acceptation;  Oie  believ- 
ed implicitly  in  the  truth  of  the  encomi- 
ums he  had  bellowed,  and  thought  it 
reafonable  he  ihould  be  rewarded  for  the 
judice  he  had  done  to  her  qualifications^ 
which  had  hitherto  been  almoft  altoge- 
ther over- looked  X    in  fiiort,   her  heart 
began  to  thaw,  and  her  face  to  hai^g  out 
the  flag  of  capitulation;  which  was  no 
fooner  perceived  by  onr  hero,  than  ht 
i^newed  his  attack  with  redoubled  fer- 
vour, pronouncing  in  a  moft  vehement 
tone,  *  Light  of  my  eyes,  and  emprefs 
'  of  my  iouU  behold  me  proftrate  at 
^  your  feet,  waiting  with  the  mo(l  pious 
'  refignation  fcr  that  fentenoe  from  your 
'  lips   on  whicl^  my  future  happineft 

*  and  mifeiy  muft  altogether  depend. 

*  Not  with  moie  reverence  does  theun- 
'  happy  bafhaw  kils  the  fultan's  letter 

*  that  contains  his  doom,  than  I  will 
<  fubmit  to  your  fatal  determinatkm* 

*  Speak  then, ang«Iickfweetners!  for,ne«* 

*  ver,  ah!  never, will  I  rife  from  this  fup* 
^  pliant  pofture,  until  I  am  encourajred 

*  to  live  and  hope.    No!  if  you  retufe 
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'   «  to  fmilc  tjpon  my  pafljon,  here  (hall  I 

•  brtathe  the  laft  fighs  of  a  defpairing 

*  lover  there  (hall  this  faithful  fword  do^ 
<  the  laft  office  to  it's  unfortunate  ma-, 

•  fter,  and  (hed  the  blood  of  the  trueft 

*  heart  that  ever  felt  the  cruel  pangs  o^ 

*  idifappointed  love  V 

'The young  lady,  well  nigh  overcome 
by  this  effufion,  which  brought  the  tears 
kitoher  eyes,  *  Enough,  enough/ cried 
ibe,  interrupting  him,  •  fure  you  men 

*  were  created  for  the  ruin  of  our  fex.' 
•—Ruin/  reechoedFathom,  *  talk  not  of 

♦  ruin  and  Wilhelmina!  let  thel'e  terms 

•  be  for  ever  parted,  far  as  the  call  and 

*  weft  afandcr  1  let  ever-fmiling  peace 

•  attend  her  fteps,  and  love  and  joy  ftiil 

•  wanton  in  her  train!  Ruin,indced,fliail 

•  wait  upon  her  enemies,  if  fuch  there 

•  be,  and  thofc  love-lorn  wretches  who 
^  pine  with  angnifh  under  her  difdain: 

•  grant  me,  kind  Heaven  a  more  propi- 

•  tious  boon;  direft  her  genial  regards 
«  to  one  whofe  love  is  without  example,, 

•  and  whofe  conftancy  is  unparalleledj' 

•  bear  witnefs    to  my  conftancy  and 
f  faith,  ye  verdant  hills,  ye  fertile  plains, 

♦  ye  Aiady  groves,  ye  purling  ftreams; 

*  and  if  I  prove  untrue,  ah  !  let  me  ne- 

*  ver  find  a  folitary  willow  or  a  bubbling 

*  brook,  by  help  of  which  I  may  be  ena- 

*  bled  to  put  a  period  to  my  wretched 
«  life.' 

Here  this  excellent  a6^or  began  to  fob 
snoft  piteoufly,  and  the  tender-hearted 
Wilhelmina,  unable  longer  to  wiihftand 
his  moving  tale,  with  a  repetition  of  the 
snterjedlion  *  Ah'/  gently  droppe<l  into 
fais  arms.  This  was  the  beginning  of  a 
correfpondence  that  foon  role  to  a  very 
interefting  pitch  j  and  they  forthwith  con- 
certed meaiures  for  carrying  it  on,  with- 
<nit  the  knowledge  or  fuq)icion  of  her 
mother-in-law.  Ncverthclefs,  the  young 
lady,  vanquifbed  as  fhe  was,  andun- 
ikilied  in  the  ways  of  men,  would  not 
all  at  once  yield  at  diipretion  |  but  in- 
(ifted  upon  thofe  terms  without  which 
no  woman*s  reputation  ean  be  fecured. 
Our  lover,  far  from  fecking  to  evade  thf 
propofal,  afTented  to  it  in  terms  of  i^n- 
common  fatisfaf^ion,  and  prpmifed  to 
^  vie  his  whole  induf^ry  in  finding  a 
prieft,  upon  wbofe  diicretion  they  could 
rely  j  nay,  he  certainly  refolved  to  com- 
ply with  her  requefl  in  good  earneft, 
rather  than  forfeit  the  advantages  which 
he  forefaw  in  their  union.  His  good 
fortune,  however,  exempted  him  from 
ibc  necefTity  of  taking  fuch  a  flep,  which 


atbeft  mufl  have  been  difagreeable  : /or 
fo  many  difficulties  occurred  in  the  en* 

?[uii-y  which  was  fet  on  foot,  and  foart- 
iilly  did  Fathom  in  the  mean  time  ma"* 
nage  the  influence  he  had  already  gained 
over  her  heart,  that  before  her  paflion 
could  obtain  a  legal  gratification,  fhe 
furrendered  to  his  wifh,  without  any 
other  afTurance  than  his  foleron  profei- 
fion  of  fmcerity  and  truth,  on  which  fhe 
repofed  herfelf  with  the  mofl  implicit 
confidence  and  faith. 


CHAP.   xnr. 

HE  IS  EXPOSED  TO  A  MOST  FEUIL- 
OUS  INCIDENT  IN  THE  COURSE 
OF  HIS  INTRIGUE  WITH  THE 
DAUGHTER. 

HE  was  rejoiced  to  find  her  fo  eaii* 
ly  fatisfied  in  fuch  a  momeiiions 
concern  J  for  the  principal  aim  of  the 
intrigue  was  to  make  her  neceffary  to  his 
interefted  views,  and  even^  if  pofTibte^ 
an  afTociate  in  the  fraudulent  plans  he 
had  projefled  upon  her  father;  confe- 
quently,  he  confidered  this  relaxation  in 
her  virtue  as  an  happy  omen  of  his  fu- 
ture fuccefs.  All  the  obftades  to  their 
mutual  enjoyment  being  thus  remoyedi 
our  adventurer  was  by  his  miftxefs  in- 
dulged with  an  affignation  in  her  own 
chaml>er;  which,  though  contiguous  to 
that  of  her  ftep- mother,  was  provided 
with  a  door  that  opened  into  a  common 
ftair-cafe,  to  which  he  had  accefs  at  all 
hours  of  the  night. 

He  did  not  negleft  the  reodetvous, 
but  prefenting  himlcjf  ai  thp  appointed 
time,  which  was  midnight,  made  the 
fignal  they  had  agreed  upon,  and  was 
immediately  admitted  by  Wilhelmina, 
who  wjiited  for  him  with  a  lover's  im-^ 
patience.  Fathom  was  not  deffcicnt  in 
thofe  cxprefRons  of  rapture  that  are  cur-' 
rent  on  fuch  occafions  s  but,  on  the 
contrary,  became  fo  Ipud  in  the  tranf- 
ports  of  felf  congratulation r  that  his 
voice  reached  the  ears  of  the  vigilant 
f^ep-tnother,  who  wakening  the  jeweller 
from  his  firft  nap,  gave^im  to  under- 
f^and,  that  fome  perlbn  was  certainly  in 
clofe  converfation  with  his  daughters 
and  exhorted  him  to  rife  forthwith,  ana 
vindicate  the  honour  of  his  fanaily. 

The  German,  who  was  naturally  of 
a  phle^atick  habit,  and  never  went  to 
bed  without  a  full  dofe  of  the  creature. 
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which  added  to  his  conftitutional  drow« 
fmtU,  gave  no  ear  to  his  wife's  intima- 
tioii,  until  flic  had  repeated  it  thrice, 
and  ofed  other  means  to  rouze  him  from 
the  arms  of  dumber.  Meanwhile,  Fa- 
thom and  his  inamorata  overheard  her 
information,  and  our  hero  would  have 
made  his  retreat  immediately  through 
the  port  by  which  he  entered,  bad  not 
his  intention  been  over-ruled  by  the  re- 
monftrances  of  the  young  lady,  whaob- 
fcrved  that  the  door  was  already  fail  bolt- 
ed and  could  not  pcflibly  be  opened  with- 
out creating  a  noife  that  would  confirm 
the  fufpicion  of  her  parents  i  and  that, 
over  and  above  this  ob^c^lion,  he  would, 
in  fallying  from  that  door,  run  the  rifle 
of  bemg  met  by  her  father,  who  in  all 
probability  would  prelent  himfelf  before 
It,  in  order  to  hinder  our  hero's  efcape: 
ihe  therefore  conveyed  him  foftly  into 
her  cloibt,  where  (he  aflured  him  he 
might  remain  with  great  tranquillity,  in 
full  confidence  that  (he  would  take  I'uch 
meafurts  as  would  effe&ually  fcreen  him 
from  dete^lion. 

He  was  fain  to  depend  upon  her  af- 
furance,and  accordingly  enlconced him- 
felf behind  her  dreflmg-table  ^  but  he 
could  not  help  fweating  with  apprehen- 
iion,  and  praying  fervently  to  God  for 
his  deliverance,  when  he  heard  the  jew- 
eller thundering  at  the  door,  and  call- 
ing to  his  daughter  for  admittance. 
Wilhelmina,  who  was  already  undreflf- 
ed,  and  had  purpofely  extinguilhed  the 
light,  pretended  to  be  fuddenly  waked 
from  her  fleep,  and  ft^rting  up,  ex- 
claimed,in  a  tone  of  I'urprize  andaflFright, 

*  Jcfu,  Maria!  what  is  the  matter?'—- 

*  Huffey !'  replied  the  Gemian,  in  a 
terrible  accent,  *  open  the  door  this  in - 

*  ftant,  there  is  a  man  in  your  bed- 

*  chamber;  and  by  the  lightning  and 

*  thiwder !  1  will  waOi  away  the  It  tin 

*  he  has  caft  upon  my  honour  with  the 

*  fchellum's  heart's  blood/ 

Not  at  all  intimidated  by  this  boifte- 
rous  threat,  (he  admitted  him  without 
heittation  j  and  with  a  {hrillnefs  of  voice 
peculiar  to  herfeU,  began  to  hold  forth 
upon  her  own  innocence  and  his  unjuit 
fufpicion  $  mingling  in  her  harangue 
fundry  oblique  bints  agHinil  her  mother- 
in-law,  importing  that  fome  people 
were  lo  viciouily  inclined  by  their  own 
natares,  that  (he  did  not  wonder  at  their 
doubtiag  the  virtue  of  other  people; 
but  that  tbefe  people  defpifed  the  inlinua* 
li^iof  fuch' people^  wlio  cught  to  be 
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more  circumfped  in  their  own  condu^^ 
left  they  thcmfelves  (hould  fuffer  rqwi- 
fals  from  thofe  people  whom  they  had 
fomalictoufly  dandered. 

Having  uttered  thcfe  flowers  of  rbe- 
torick,  which  were  calculated  for  the 
hearing  of  her  ftep-damc,  who  Aood 
with  a  light  at  her  huiband's  back,  the 
young  lady  aflumed  an  ironical  air,  aa4 
admoniflied  her  father  to  fearch  every 
corner  of  her  apartment  ]  (he  even  zt-. 
fedled  to  Mii  his  inquiry;  with  h«rown 
hands  pulled  out  a  parcel  of  fmaU 
drawers,  in  which  her  trinkets  were 
contained  ;  defired  him  to  look  into  her 
needle- cafe  and  thimble,  and  (eeing  hi^" 
examination  fniitlefs,  earneftly  intreat^ 
him  to  rummage  her  clolet  alfo,  faying 
with  a  fneer,  that  in  all  probabilitr  the 
dilhonourer  would  be  found  in  that  lurie- 
ing-place.  The  manner  in  which  (he 
pretended  to  ridicule  his  apprehen(iont» 
made  an  impreffion  u^n  the  jevreller, 
who  was  very  well  diipofed  to  retreat 
into  his  own  nell;  when  his  wife,  with 
a  certain  flynefs  in  her  countenance,  be- 
fought  him  to  comply  with  his  daugh* 
ter's  requeft,  and  look  into  that  (ame 
clofet,  by  which  means  Wilhelmina^s 
virtue  would  obtain  a  compleat  triumph. 

Our  adventurer,  who  overheaid  the 
con ver ration,  was  immediately  feized 
with  a  paify  of  feart  he  trembled  at 
every  joint;  the  fweat  trickled  down 
his  torehead ;  his  teeth  began  to  chauci ; 
his  hair  to  (land  on  end;  and  he  in  his 
heart  bitterly  curfed  the  daughter's  petu- 
lance, the  mother's  malice,  together 
with  his  own  precipitation,  by  which  he 
was  involved  in  an  adventure  fo.preg* 
nant  with  danger  and  diigrace.  indeed, 
the  reader  may  eaiily  conceive  his  difor- 
der,  when  he  heard  the  key  turning  in 
the  luck,  and  tlie  German  Iweaiing  that 
he  would  make  him  food  for  the  oeafts 
of  the  deld  and  the  fowls  of  the  air. 

Fathom  had  (feme  unprepared  with 
weajions  of  defence,  was  naturally  an 
orconomitt  of  his  ptrfon,  and  faw  him- 
felf on  the  brink  of  forfeiting  not  only 
the  promifed  harvell  of  lus  double  in- 
trigue, but  alio  tne  reputatiou  of  a  man 
of  honour,  upon  which  all  his  future 
hopes  depended  :  his  agony  was  there- 
fore unipeakable,  when  the  door  flew 
open;  and  it  was  not  till  after  a  conii- 
deiable  paufe  of  recoiled ioii,that  he  per- 
ceived the  candle  extinguilhed  by  the 
motion  of  the  air  produced  from  the 
Gcnn«Q*8  fudden  irruptiou.    This  ac- 
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cident,  which  difconcerted  him  fo  much 
as  to  put  a  ful)  <lo^  to  his  charge, 
was  very  favourable  to  our  hero;  who, 
fumiponing  all  his  prefence  of  mind, 
crept  up  into  the  chimney*  while  the 
teweller  ^ood  at  the  door,  waiting  for 
nis  wife*8  return  with  another  light;  fo 
diatwhen  the  clofet  was  examined,  there 
was  nothing  found  to  juftify  the  report 
which  the  (iep  mother  had  m^de ;  and  the 
father,  after  having  made  a  flight  apo- 
logy to  Wilbelmina  for  his  inti-ufion, 
.retired  with  his  yoke- fellow  into  their 
own  chamber. 

The  young  lady,  who  little  thought 
that  her  papa  would  have  uken  her  at 
her.  word,  was  overwhelmed  with  con- 
'fufion  and.difmay  when  (he  faw  him 
.tnter  the  clofet,  and  had  her  lover  been 
^ifcovered,  would  in  all  pi  obability  have 
-been  the  loudeft  in  his  reproacn,  and 
perhaps  have  accufed  him  of  an  inten- 
,tion  to  rob  the  hourt;  but  fhe  was  alto- 
igether  aftoniflied  when  flie  found  he  had 
.made  &ift  to  elude  the  inquiry  of  her 
parents,  becaufe  (he  could  not  conceive 
-the  potBbility  of  his  efcaping  by  the 
-window,  which  was  in  the  third  ftory, 
at  a  proJigious  diftance  from  the  giound; 
and  how  he  could  conceal  himfelf  in  the 
.apartment,  was  a  myOery  which  (he 
could  by  no  means  unfold.    Before  her 
father  and  mother  retired,  (he  lighted 
her  lamp,  on  pretence  of  being  afraid  to 
be  in  the  dark,  after  the  perturbation 
of  fpirits  (he  had  undergone,  and  her 
room  was  no  fooner  evacuated  of  fuch 
troubleibme  vifitants,  than  (he  fecured 
the  doors,  and  went  in  queft  of  her  lover. 
Accordingly,  every  corner  of  the  do- 
fct  underwent  a  new  fearch,    and  (he 
called  upon  his  name  with  a  foft  voice, 
which  ilic  thought  no  o(her  pcrfon  would 
oveiliear:  hut  Ferdinand  did  not  think 
proper  to  giatify  her  impatience,  becaufe 
he  could  not  judge  of  the  predicament 
in  which  he  ftood  by  the  evidence  of  all 
hisfenfes,  and  would  notreiinquilh  his 
poft  until  he  fhould  he  better  certified 
that  the  coaft  was  clear.     Meanwhile, 
his  dulcinea  having  performed  her  in- 
quiry to  no  purp«jle,  imagined  there  was 
aumething  pret<rrnatuirii  in  the  circum- 
ftance  ot  his  vanifhing  fo  unaccounta- 
bly, and  began  to   croCs  herfelf  with 
great  devotion.     She  returned   to   her 
chamber,  lixed  the  lamp  in  thciire-place, 
and  .throwing  herfelf  upon  the  bed,  gave 
way  to  the  iuggeftions  of  her  fuptrtti- 
tion,  which  wcw  reinforced  by  the  fi- 


Jence  that  prevailed,  and  th^  gl9Qin^ 
glimmering  of  the  light.  IShe  reflcfled 
upon  the  trefpa(^  (he  had  already  coiq* 
mitted  in  her  heart;  and,  in  the  conjec- 
tures «f  her  fear,  believed  that  her  \ow^ 
was  no  other  than  the  devil  himfHf,  who 
had  a(rumed  the  appearance  of  Fathom, 
in  order  to  tempt  and  feduce  her  Tirtne. 
While  her  imagination  teemed  widi 
thcfe  horrible  ideas,  our  adventurer  con- 
cluding from  the  general  (Kilnefs  that 
the*  jeweller  and  his  wife  were  at  lift 
happily  afleep,  ventured  to  come  forth 
from  his  hiding-place,  and  ftood  before 
his  miftrefs,  all  begrimed  wirh  CooU 
Wilhelmina  lifting  up  her  eyes,  and 
feeing  this  fable  apparition,  which  ^e 
millook  for  Satan  h  previa  ferfona^ 
inftantly  fcreamed,  and  began  to  repeat 
her  pater-nofter  with  an  audible  voice  a 
upon  which  Ferdinand,  forefeein^  that 
her  parents  would  be  again  alarmed, 
would  not  (by  to  undeceive  her,  and  ex- 
plain him(elf;  but  unlocking  the  door 
with  great  expedition,  ran  down  ftairs, 
and  luckily  accompli(hed  his  efcape. 
This  was  undoubtedly  the  wi(e(l  roea- 
fuie  he  could  have  taken :  for  he  had 
not  performed  one  half  of  his  defcent 
toward  the  ftreet,  when'  the  German 
was  at  his  daughter*s  bed -fide,  demand- 
ing to  know  the  cauie  of  her  exclama- 
tion :  (he  then  gave  him  an  account  of 
what  (he  had  feen,  with  all  the  exag- 
gerations of  her  own  fancy,  and  after 
having  weighed  the  circumllances  of  her 
ftoiy,  he  interpreted  the  apparition  into 
a  thief,  who  had  found  means  to  open 
the  door  that  communicated  with  the 
Itair,  but  having  been  feared  by  Wil- 
helmina's  (hriek,  had  been  obliged  to 
retreat  before  he  could  execute  his  pur- 
pofe. 

Our  heroes  fpirits  were  (b  woefully 
diAurbed  by  this  adventure,  that  for  a 
whple  week  he  felt  jno  inclination  to 
vifit  his  inamorata,  and  was  not  with* 
out  apprehenfion  that  the  a(iair  had  ter- 
minated in  an  explanation  very  little  to 
his  advantage.  ~  He  was,  however,  de- 
livered from  this  difa^^reeable  fufpence 
by  an  accidental  meeting  with  the  jew- 
eller himJelf,  who  kindly  chid  him  for 
his  long  abfence,  and  entertained  him 
in  the  Itrect  with  an  account  of  the 
alarm  which  his  family  dad  faiiained 
by  a  thief,  who  broke  into  Wilhelmina^s 
apartment.  Glad  to  (hid  his  appreben* 
fion  midaken,  he  renewed  his  corre* 
fpondence  with  the  family,  and  in  a  lit- 
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lie  time  found  reaibn  to  confole  himfelf 
for  the  jeopardy  and  panick  he  had  un- 
dergone. 

CHAP.    XIV. 

HE  IS  REDUCED  TO  A  DREADFUL 
DILEMMA,  IN  CONSEqUENCE  OP 
AN  ASSIGNATION  WITH  THE 
WIFE. 

NOR  was  his  whole  care  and  atten  - 
tion  engroflfed  by  the  execution  of 
this  fcheme  upon  the  daughter.  While 
he  managed  his  concerns  in  that  quarter 
with  incredible  ardour  and  application, 
he  was  not  the  lefs  indefatigable  in  the 
proiecutjon  of  his  defign  upon  the  mo- 
ther-in-law, which  he  forwarded  with 
alJ  bis  art,  during  thofe  opportunities 
he  enjoyed  in  the  abfcnce  of  Wilhel- 
mina,  who  was  frequently  called  away 
by  the  domeftick  duties  of  the  houfe. 
The  paflions  of  the  jeweller's  wife  were 
in  fuch  a  ftate  of  exaltation  as  exempted 
our  hero  from  the  repulfcs  and  fatigue 
attending  a  long  fiege. 

^  We  have  already  obferved  how  cun- 
ningly he  catered  for  the  eratification  of 
her  ruling  appetite,  and  have  exhibited 
pregnant  proofs  of  his  ability  in  gain- 
ing upon  the  human  heart  $  the  reader 
wul  not  therefore  be  furprized  at  the  ra- 
pidity of  his  conqueft  over  the  affcAions 
of  a  lady  whofe  complexion  was  per- 
fe^ly  amorous,  and  whofe  vanity  laid 
her  open  to  all  the  attempts  of  adulation. 
In  a  word,  matters  were  qoickljr  brought 
to  fuch  a  mutual  underlianding,  that 
one  evening,  while  they  amufed  them- 
felvesatlan^uenet,Fathom  conjured  her 
to  gWc  him  the  rendezvous  next  day  at 
the  houfe  of  any  third  perfon  of  her  own 
iVx,  in  who(e  difcretioivilie  could  con- 
fide $  and  after  a  few  afft£led  fcruples 
on  her  fide,  which  he  well  knew  how  to 
furmount,  (he  complied  with  his  requell, 
and  the  circumftances  of  the  apix)int- 
ment  were  fettled  accordingly.  After 
this  treaty,  their  fatisfa^lion  ro(e  to  fuch 
a  warmth,  and  the  converfation  became 
fi>  reciprocally  endearing,  that  our  gal- 
lant exprelTed  his  impatience  of  waiting 
fo  l^ong  for  the  acGompliihment  of  his 
wiflies;  and,  with  the  moft  eager  tran- 
sport, begged  the  would,  if  poflible,  cur- 
tail the  term  of  his  expe6lation,  that  liis 
I       brain  might  not  fuifer  by  his  (landing 
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fo  many  tedious  hours  on  the  giddy  fogt 
of  rapture. 

The  dame,  who  was  naturally  com« 
paflionate,  fympathized  with  his  condi- 
tion {  and,  unable  to  reiift  his  pathetick 
fupplications,  g^ve  htm  to  underftand 
that  his  defire  could  not  be  granted 
without  fubje^ting  them  both  to  fome 
hazard,  but  that  (he  was  dilpofed  to 
run  any  riik  in  behalf  of  his  happineft 
and  pence.  After  this  af!c£lionate  pre- 
amble, (he  told  him  that  her  huiband 
was  then  engaged  in  a  quarterly  meet- 
ing of  the  jewelleri,  from  whence  he 
never  failed  to  return  quite  overwhelmed 
with  wine,  tobacco,  and  the  phlegm  of 
his  own  oonftitution  i  Co  that  he  would 
fall  faft  afleep  as  foon  as  his  head  Ihould 
touch  the  pUlow,  and  (he  be  at  libortjr 
to  entertain  the  lover  without  interrup- 
tion, provided  he  could  find  means  to 
deceive  the  jealous  vigilance  of  WilheU 
mina,  and  conceal  himfelf  in  fome  cor- 
ner of  the  houfe^  unfufpe^led  and  unper* 
ceived. 

Our  lover  remembering  his  adventure 
with  the  daughter,  would  have  willing- 
ly difpenfed  with  this  expedient,  and  be- 
gan to  repent  of  tlieeagernefs  with  which 
he  had  preferred  his  folicitation ;  but 
feeing  there  was  now  no  opportunity  of 
retracing  with  honour,  he  affe^led  to 
enter  heartily  into  the  converfation,  and 
after  much  canvafiin^,  it  was  determined 
that  while  Wilhelmma  was  employed  in 
the  kitchen,  the  mother  (hould  conduct 
our  adventurer  to  the  outward  door, 
wheie  he  (hould  pay  the  compliment  of 
parting,  fo  as  to  be  overheard  by  the 
young  lady,  but  in  the  mean  time  glide 
(bftly  into  the  jeweller*s  bed-chamber, 
which  was  a  place  they  imagined  leafl 
liable  to  the  eirefts  of  a  daughters  pry- 
ing difpofitions  and  conceal  himfelf  in 
a  large  prefs  or  wardrobe,  that  ftood  in 
one  comer  of  tiie  apartment.  The  fcene 
was  immediately  afted  with  great  fuc* 
cefs,  and  our  hero  cooped  up  in  hit 
cage,  where  he  waited  fo  long,  that  his 
defires  began  to  fubfide,  and  his  ima- 
gination to  aggravate  the  danger  of  hit 
Atuation. 

*  Suppofe,'  laid  he  to  himfelf,  *  thtt 

*  brutal  German,  in(lead  of  beinz  ftu- 

*  pified  with  wine,  (hould  come  home 

*  inflamed  with  brandy,  to  the  ufe  of 
'  which  he  is  (bmetimes  addicted ;  far 

*  from  feeling  any  inclination  to  ^eep, 

*  he  will  labour  under  the  moft  fretful 

F  *  anxiety 
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'  an»ety  of  watching;  every  irafcible 

*  particle  in  his  difpoHtion  will  be  ex- 
^-afperated;  he  will  be  offended  with 
'  every  objeA  that  may  prefent  itfeif  to 

*  bis  view,  and  if  there  is  the  leaft  in- 

*  gndient  of  jealoxify  in  his  temper,  it 

*  will  manifeft  itfeif  in  riot  and  rage. 
'  What  if  his  frenzy  (bould  prompt  him 

*  to  fearch  his  wife's  chamber  for  gal- 

*  lants?   this  would  certainly  be  the 

*  firft  place  to  which  he  would  direA 

*  hie  enouiry ;  or,  granting  this  fuppo- 
'  fition  chimerical,  I  may  be  feiaed  with 
'  an  irrefiftible  inclination  to  cough, 
'  before  he  is  opprelTed  with  fleep ;  be 
'  may  be  waked  by  the  noife  I  (hall 
<  make  in  diiengaging  myfelf  from  this 

*  embarrafled  fituation ;  and  finally,  I 
'*may  find  it  impracticable   to  retire 

*  unfeen  or  unheaixl,  after  every  thing 
'>elie  (hall  have  fucceeded  to  my  wi/li/ 

Theie  fnggeftions  did  not  at  all  con- 
tnbutc  to  the  quiet  of  our  adventurer, 
who  having  waited  three  whole  hours 
in  the  moft  uncomfortable  fufpenfe, 
heard  the  jeweller  brought  into  the  room 
in  that  very  condition  which  his  fears 
had  prognofticated.  He  had,  it  feems, 
quarrelled  over  his  cups  with  another 
tradefman,  and  received  a  falutation  on 
the  forehead  with  a  candlcftick,  which 
not  only  left  an  ignominious  and  pain- 
ful mark  upon  his  countenance,  but 
cren  difordeiied  his  brain  to  a  very  dan- 
gerous degree  of  delirium ;  fo  tiiat  in- 
liead  of  allowiog  himfclf  quitily  to  be 
undrsfied  and  put  to  bed  by  his  wife, 
he  anfwered  all  her  gentle  admonitions 
»nd  carefFes  with  the  moil  opprobrious 
inveclives  and  obdreperous  behaviour; 
and  though  he  did  not  tax  her  with  in- 
fidelity to  his  bed,  he  virulently  accuTed 
hf r  of  extravagance  and  want  of  osco- 
Domy,  obferved  her  ex  pen  five  way  of 
livkig  would  bring  him  to  a  morff  1  of 
bread;  and  unfoiiunately  recolle^ing 
the  attempt  of  the  fuppofed  thief,  Part- 
ed up  from  his  chair,  /wearing  by  God*s 
mother,  that  he  would  forthwith  arm 
himielf  witha  brace  of  piftols,  andlearch 
every  apartment  of  the  houl'e.  *  That 
'  prefs,'  faidhe  with  great  vociferation, 

*  may,  for  aught  I  know,  be  the  recep- 

*  facie  of  feme  ruffiau." 

So  faying,  he  approaehed  the  ark  in 
wKicb  Fathom  was  embarked;  and  ex- 
claiming, <  Come  forth,  Satan!*  applied 
his  foot  to  the  door  of  it  with  fuch  vio- 
lence as  threw  him  from  tlic  centre  of 
giuvityi  and  laid  himj*prawling  on  his 


beck.  This  addrefs  made  fuch  an  im- 
predion  upon  our  adventurer,  that  he 
had  well  nigh  obeyed  the  fummons,  and 
burftfrom  his  concealment, in  ade(perate 
effort  to  cfcape  without  being  recognized 
by  the  intoxicated  Gtrman  j  and,  indeed* 
had  the  application  been  repeated,  be 
in  all  likelihood  would  have  tried  the 
experiment ;  for  by  this  time  his  terrors 
had  waxed  too  ftrong  to  be  much  longer 
fupprefifed  :  fram  this  hazardous  enter- 
prize  he  viras  however  exempted,  by  a 
lucky  accident  that  happened  to  bis 
difiurber,  whofe  head  chancing  to  pitdi 
upon  the  corner  of  a  chair  in  his  fall, 
he  was  immediately  lulled  into  a  trance; 
during  which,  the  confiderateladygue^T- 
ing  thediforderof  her  gallant,  and  (Evad- 
ing farther  interruption,  very  m-udeot- 
ly  releafed  him  fiom  his  connnement^ 
alter  (he  had  put  out  the  light,  and  in 
the  daik  conveyed  him  to  the  door,  where 
hie  was  comforted  with  the  promifc  that 
fhe  would  punflually  remember  the  ren- 
dezvous of  next  day. 

She  then  invoked  the  aflilhince  of  the 
fervants,  who  being  waked  for  thepur- 
pofe,  lifted  up  their  mafter,  and  tumbled 
him  into  bed;4»rhile  Ferdinand  hied  him 
home  in  an  univerfal  fweat,  bleffing 
himfclf  from  any  future  atchievemcnt  cS* 
that  fort,  in  an  houfe  where  he  had  been 
twice  in  fuch  imminent  danger  of  life 
and  reputation.  Neverthelefs,  he  did 
not  fail  to  honour  the  affignation,  and 
avail  himfelf  of  the  difpofition  his  mif- 
trefs  manifefted,  to  make  him  all  the 
recompence  in  her  power  for  the  difap- 
pointment  and  chagrin  which  he  had  un- 
dergone. 


C  H  A.P.    XV. 

BUT  AT  LENGTH  SUCCEEDS  IH  HIS 
ATTEMPT  UPON  BOTH. 

HAVING  thus  gained  a  compleai 
vidlory  over  the  affections  of  thefe 
two  ladies,  he  began  to  convert  bis 
good  fortune  to  the  purpofes  of  that 
principle,  from  which  his  view  was 
never,  no  not  for  a  moment,  detached. 
In  other  words,  he  ufed  them  as  mim** 
Aers  and  purveyors  to  his  avarice  and 
fraud.  As  for  the  mother-in-law,  fiie 
was  of  herfelf  fo  liberal  as  to  anticipate 
the  wiihes  of  any  moderate  adventurer, 
and  prefented  him  with  fundry  TsJoable 
]eweU|  as  memorials  of  iier  efteem  t 
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nor  WIS  tbe  daughter  backward  in  Tuch 
•xpreilions  of  r^ard ;  (he  already  con- 
fideredhis  lateren  as  her  own,  and  took 
frequent  opportunities  of  fecrcting  for 
his  benefit,  certain  lira/  trinkets  that 
file  happened  to  pkk  up  in  her  excuifi^ns 
within  doors. 

All  thefe  ffratifications  he  received . 
with  demonm-ations  of  infinite  con-' 
•ftraint  and  relu£lance,  and  in  the  niidfl 
of  his  rapacious  extortion,  aftcd  fo  cun- 
ningly as  to  impofe  himfelf  upon  both 
for  a  miracle  of  difintcrcfted  integrity. 
Yet  not  contented  with  what  he  thus 
could  earn*  and  defpairing  of  being 
able  to  fteer  the  bark  of  his  fortune  for 
any  length  of  time,  between  two  fuch 
dangerous  quickfands,  he  rcfolvcd  to 
profit  by  the  occafion  while  it  lafted,  and 
fhike  fome  confiderable  (Iroke  at  once. 
A  plan  was  formed  in  confequence  of 
this  determination,  and  at  an  appoint- 
ment with  the  mother,  in  the  houfe  of 
their  female  friend,  our  adventurer  ap- 
peared with  an  air  of  dejt6lion,  which 
^ne  veiled  with  a  thin  cover  of  forced 
pleafantiy,  that  his  miftrefs  might  fup- 
pofe  he  endeavoured  to  conceal  fomc  mor- 
tal chagrin  that  preyed  upon  his  heart. 

The  Uratagem  fucceeded  to  his  wi/li. 
She  obferved  his  countenance  between 
whiles  over  caft,  took  notice  of  the  in- 
voluntary fighs  he  heaved  ;  and  with  the 
rooft  tender  cxpieflions  of  fympathy, 
conjured  him  to  make  her  acquainted 
with  the  caufe  of  hi  s  affli6lion .  In  (lead 
of  gratifying  her  requelt  immediately,, 
he  evaded  her  queftions  with  a  refped^tul 
rsferve,  implying,  that  his  love  would 
not  faffer  him  to  make  her  a  partner 
in  his  forrow }  and  this  delicacy  on  his 
part,  whetted  her  impatience  and  con- 
cern til  fuch  a  degree,  that  rather  than 
keep  her  in  fuch  an  agony  of  doubt  and 
apprehenfion,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to 
tell  her,  that  he  had  been  the  preced- 
ing nighty  engaged  with  a  company  of 
his  fellow- ft udents,  where  he  had  made 
too  free  with  the  champaigne,  Co  that 
his  caution  for  look  him,  and  he  had 
been  decoyed  into  play  by  a  Tyro- 
leze  gamefler,  who  itripped  him  of  all 
his  ready»money,  and  obtained  from 
him  an  obligation  for  two  hundred 
florins,  which  he  could  not  pofTibly 
nay,  without  having  recourfc  to  his  re- 
lation theCountDeMelv  ilic,  who  would 
have  juf);  caufe  to  be  incenfcd  at  his  ex- 
travagance. 
This  information  he  concluded,  by 
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declaring,  that  coft  what  it  would,  h^ 
was  refoTved  to  m^ke  a  candid  confef. 
flon  of  the  truth,  and  throw  himfelf* 
entirely  upon  the  ^enerofity  of  his  pa«> 
tron,  who  could  inflifl  no  other  pu« 
nifhment  than  that  of  difcarding  him' 
from  his  favour  and  prote^ion;  a  mis- 
fortune which,  how  grievous  foever  it 
might  be,  he  fhould  be  able  to  fuftain 
with  fortitude,  could  he  fall  upon  fome 
method  of  fatisfying  the  Tyrolezc,  who 
wasverv  importunate  and  lavage  in  his 
demand.  His  kind  miihefs  no  footer 
found  out  the  fource  of  his  inquietude, 
than  fhe  promifed  to  dry  it  up;  afTuring 
him,  that  next  day,  at  the  fame  hour. 
fhe  would  enable  him  to  difcharge  the 
debt ;  fo  that  he  might  fet  his  heart  at. 
eafe,  and  recoIle6l  that  gaiety  which 
was  the  foul  of  her  enjoyment. 

He  expreffed  the  utmolt  aftonifhment 
at  this  generous  proffer,  which,  how- 
ever, he  declined  with  an  affefted  ear- 
neftnefs  of  refufal,  protefting  that  he* 
fhould  be  extremely  mortified,  if  he 
thought  fhe  looked  upon  him  as  one  of 
thole  mercenary  gallants,  who  could 
make  fuch  a  fordid  ufe  of  a  lady^s  af- 
fcclion.  *  No,  Madam/ cried  our  po- 
litician, in  a  pathetick  f^rain;  '  what- 

*  ever  happens,  I  fhall  never  part  viiih 
'  that  internal  confolation  thatconfcious 
'  honour  never  fails  to  yield  in  rlie  deep- 

*  eft  fccnes  of  folitary  diftrefs  :  the  at- 
'  tachment  I  have  the  honour  to  Brofefs 

*  for  your  amiable  pei  Ion,  is  not  roundn 

*  cd  on  fuch  inglorious  motives;  but  is 

*  the  genuine  refuU  of  that  generous 
'  pafTion,  which  none  but  the  noble- 
'  minded  feel  ;  and  the  only  circum-' 

*  ftance  of  this  misfortune  that  I  dread 
'  to    encounter    is,    the    ncceflity    of 

*  withdrawing  myfelf  for  ever    ft'ont 

*  the  prefence  of  her  whofe genial  fmiles 

*  could  animate  my  foul  againft  all  the 

*  perfecutions  of  adverfe  fortune.' 

This  declamation,  accompanied  with 
a  profound  figh,  fcrvcdonly  to  inflame 
her  defire  of  extricating  him  from  the 
difficulty  in  which  he  was  involved.  She 
exhaufted  all  her  eloquence  in  attempt- 
ing to  perfuade  him  that  his  refufal  was 
an  outrage  again  ft  her  affection  :  he 
pretended  to  refute  her  arguments,  and 
remained  un(hakfn  by  all  the  power  of 
her  folicitations  j  until  flie  had  rccourfe 
to  the  moft  paffionate  remonftranccs  of 
love,  and  fell  at  his  feet  in  the  potture 
of  a  forlorn  fliephcrdcis.  What  he  re- 
tufed  to  her  rcalon,  he  granted  to  her 
F  2  tears, 
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i<«r»9  becaufe  hit  heart  was  melted 
by  her  affli^ion,  and  next  dajr  conde- 
icended  to  accept  of  her  money,  out  of 
pure  regard  to  her  happlnefs  and  peace. 

Encouraged  by  the  fuccefs  of  this  at- 
chieiement,  he  rcfolvcd  to  praftife  the 
fame  experiment  upon  Wilhclmina,  in 
hope  of  extracting  an  equa)  fliare  of 
profit  from  her  fimplicity  and  attach- 
ment ;  and  at  their  very  next  no6lurnal 
rendezvous  in  her  chamber,  re-aCled 
the  farce  ahradyrehcai  fed,  with  afmall 
variation,  which  he  thought  neceffary 
to  ftimulate  the  jroung  lady  in  his  be- 
lulf.  He  rightly  concluded,  that  (he 
vas  by  no  means  miftrtfs  of  fuch  a 
confiderable  fun  as  he  had  already  ex- 
torted from  her  mother  j  and  thei-cfore 
thought  proper  to  reprefent  himfclf  in 
the  mo  ft  urgent  predicament,  that  her 
«pprehenfion  on  his  account  might  be 
io  alarmed,  as  to  engage  her  in  (bme 
enterprise  for  his  advantage,  which 
otherwife  flie  would  never  have  dreamed 
of  uhdertaking.  With  this  view,  after 
having  defcribed  his  own  calamitous 
iituation,  in  confequence  of  her  preding 
intrealics,  which  he  afFcdlcd  to  evade, 
he  gave  her  to  underhand,  that  there  was 
noperfon  upon  earth,  to  whom  he  would 
have  recourfe  in  this  emergency}  for 
which  reafon,  he  was  determined  to  rid 
himfelf  of  all  his  cares  at  once,  upon 
the  friendly  point  of  his  own  faithful 
fword. 

Such  a  dreadful  refolution  could  not 
fail  to  operate  upon  the  tender  paflions 
of  his  dulcinea^  (lie  was  inftantly  feized 
with  an  agony  of  fear  and  diftraftion  j 
her  grief  manifeiled  itfelf  in  a  flood  of 
tears,  while  flic  hung  round  his  neck, 
conjuring  him  in  the  moft  melting  terms, 
by  their  mutual  love,  in  which  they 
had  been  I'o  happy,  to  lay  afide  that 
fatal  determination,  which  would  in- 
fallibly involve  her  in  the  fame  faic} 
for,  fhc  took  Heaven  to  witncfs,  that 
fhe  would  not  one  mcintnt  iuivivethe 
knowledge  of  his  dtath. 

He  was  not  dcticiw'nt  in  exprelTions 
of  reciprocal  regard  :  he  extolled  her 
love  and  ttnderntrs  with  a  niuft  extra* 
vagant  eulogium,  and  feemcd  wrung 
with  mortal  anguish  at  the  prcfptCl  of 

{carting  for  ever  from  his  lovely  Wil- 
lelmina}  but  his  honour  was  a  ftem 
and  ligici  creditor,  that  could  not  be  ap- 
peafcJ,  except  with  his  blood  i  and  all 
the  bc<')ii  ihe  could  obtain,  by  dint  of 
the  moii  woeful  fupplication,    was  a 


DTomife  to  defer  the  ezecottoa  of  hif 
baleful  purpoie  for  the  fpace  of  four 
and  twenty  hours,  during  which*  flie 
hoped.  Heaven  would  compaffionate  her 
fufFerings,  and  infpire  her  with  iomo 
contrivance  for  their  mutual  relief. 
Thus  he  yielded  to  her  fervent  requeft, 
rather  with  a  view  to  calm  the  preient 
tranlports  of  her  forrow,  than  with  9bj 
expeoation  of  feeing  himfelf  redeemed 
from  his  fate  by  her  interpofition  $ 
fuch  at  leaft  were  his  profeflions,  when 
he  took  his  leave,  afluring  her,  that  be 
would  not  quit  his  being,  before  he 
(hould  have  devoted  a  few  hours  to  an- 
other interview  with  the  dear  ob]t6t  of 
his  love. 

Having  thus  kindled  the  tnin,  he 
did  not  doubt  that  the  mine  of  his  craft 
would  take  effeft,  and  repaired  to  hia 
own  lodging,  in  full  perfuafion  of  fee- 
ing his  aim  accompli/hed,  before  the 
time  fixed  for  their  laift  afEgnation. '  His 
prognoflick  was  next  morning  Terified 
by  the  arrival  of  a  meflenger,  who 
brought  to  him  a  fmall  parcel,  to  which 
was  cemented  with  lealing-wax  the 
following  epiftle. 

*  JEWEL  OF  MY  SOUL  ! 

*  CCARCE  had  you,  laft  night, 
^  *  quitted  my  difconfolate  arms, 
when  I  happily  recolleAed  that  there 
was  in  my  pofiefiion  a  gold  chain, 
of  value  more  than  foflicient  to  an- 
fwer  the  exigence  of  your  pre/ent  oc- 
cafions :  it  was  pledged  to  my  grand- 
father for  two  bundled  crowns,  by  a 
knight  of  Malta,  who  loon  after  pe- 
ri Hied  in  a  lea  engagement  with  the 
enemies  of  our  faith ;  Co  that  it  be- 
came the  property  of  our  houle,  and 
was  bequeathed  to  me  by  the  old  gen- 
tleman, as  a  memorial  of  his  parti- 
cular aficjlion.  Upon  whom  can  I 
more  properly  beltow  it,  than  him 
who  is  already  mafter  of  my  heart  I 
rtceive  ir,  therefore,  from  the  bearer 
of  this  billet,  and  convert  it  without 
fcruple  to  that  uie  which  Ihall  be  molk 
conducive  to  yonr  cafe  and  fatisfac- 
tion  J  nor  feek,  from'  a  too  romantick 
notion  of  honour,  which  I  know  you 
entertain,  to  excufe  yourfelf  from  ac- 
cepting this  tetiimony  of  my  affeftion  : 
foi*,  I  have  already  fworn  before  an 
image  of  our  hleffed  hdy,  that  I  will 
no  longer  own  you  as  the  fovereign 
of  my  hcartj  nor  even  indulge  you 
♦  with 
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t  with  uodier  intenriew^  if  yoa  re« 
^  )ed  this  mark  of  tendernefs  mod  con* 
*  cena^  firom  your  erer  faithful 

*  WlLHBLMINA.** 

The  heart  of  oar  adventurer  began 
to  bound  with  joy,  when  he  Airveyed 
the  contents  of  thit  letter)  and  his 
cjres  fparkled  with  tranfport  at  fight  of 
the  chain,  which  he  immediately  per* 
ceircd  to  be  wortli  twice  the  fum  me  nad 
mentioned.  Nererthelefs,  he  would 
not  avail  himleif  without  farther  quef* 
tion  of  her  ^erofity  i  but,  that  fame 
niefatf  repairing  to  her  apartment  at  the 
ufual  hoar  of  meeting,  he  proftrated 
himfelf  before  her,  and,  counterfeiting 
extreme  agiution  of  fpirit,  begged,  in 
the  aM>ft  urgent  terms,  not  even  unac- 
companied with  tears,  that  (he  would 
take  back  the  prefent  which  he  tendered 
for  her  acceptances  and  fpare  him  the 
moft  infuiierable  mortification  of  think- 
'mf  himfelf  expofed  to  the  imputation  of 
being  mercenary  in  his  love*  Such,  he 
(fddt  was  the  delicacy  of  his  paflion, 
that  he  could  not  poflibly  exift  under 
the  apprehenfion  of  incurring  a  cenfure 
fo  unworthy  of  his  ientiments ;  and  he 
would  a  thouiand  times  foooer  undeieo 
the  periecodoo  of  his  rancorous  credi- 
tor, than  bear  the  thought  of  being  in 
the  (malleft  coniideration  leflened  in  her 
efteem:  nay,  £o  far  did  he  cariy  his 
pretenfions  to  pun6liiio,  as  toproteft, 
that  fiiould  ihe  refufe  to  quiet  tlie  fcniples 
of  his  honour,  on  this  fcore,  her  un- 
Yielding  ben^cence  would  ferve  only  to 
oaften  the  execution  of  his  determined 
purpoie,  to  withdraw  himfelf  at  once 
from  a  life  of  vanity  and  misfortune. 

The  more  pathetically  he  pleaded  for 
her  compliance,  the  more  ftrenuoufly 
4id  (he  refift  his  remonftrances.  She  ad- 
vanced all  the  arguments  her  reafon, 
Jove,  and  terror  could  fuggeftj  reminded 
him  of  her  oath,  from  which  he  could 
BOt  fuppoie  (he  would  recede,  whatever 
the  con&quence  might  be;  and,  in  con- 
dufion,  vowed  to  Heaven,  with  great 
Solemnity  and  devotion^  that  (he  would 
not  funrive  the  news  of  his  death. 
Thus  the  alternative  (he  offered,  was 
^tber  to  retain  the  chain  and  be  happy 
in  her  aife^on,  or  forfeit  all  title  to  her 
|oye,  and  die  in  the  conviflion  of  having 
brought  his  innocent  miftrefs  to  an  un- 
timely mve. 

His  fortitude  was  not  proof  againft 
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this  laft  conEderation.     *  My  favage 

*  honour,*  laid  he,  *  would  enable  me 

*  to  endure  the  pangs  of  eternal  fepa- 
'  ration,  in  the  confidence  of  being  eri* 
<  dowed  with  the  power  of  ending  the(e 

*  tortures  by  the  energy  of  my  own 

*  hand  ^  hot  the  profpe^l  of  Wilhel- 

*  minaU  death,  and  that  too  occafioned 

*  by  mv  inflexibility,  difarms  my  foul 

*  or  all  her  refolution,  fwallows  up  the 

*  dictates  of  mv  jealous  pride,  and  fills 

*  my  bofom  with  fuch  a  gu(h  of  tender* 

*  nefs  and  (brrow,  as  overwhelms  the 

*  whole  oeconomy  of  my  purpofs !  Yes^ 
'  inchanting  creature !    I  facrifice  my 

*  glory  to  that  irrefiftible   reflections 

*  and,  rather  than  know  myfelFthe  cruel 

*  inftrument  of  robbing  the  world  of 

*  fuch  perfeAion,  confent  to  retain  the 

*  fatal  teftimonyof  your  love.* 

So  faying,  he  pocketed  the  chain» 
with  an  air  of  ineffable  mortification  § 
and  was  rewarded  for  his  compliance 
with  the  moft  endearing  carefles  of  his 
dulcineaj  who,  amid(i  the  tumults  of 
her  joy,  ejaculated  a  thou  (and  acknow- 
ledgments to  Heaven,  for  having  bicfled 
her  with  the  affeAiou  of  fuch  a  man, 
whofe  honour  was  unrivalled  by  any 
thing  but  his  love. 


CHAP.    XVI. 

HIS  SUCCESS  BEGETS  A  BLIND  SE- 
CURITY, BY  WHICH  HE  IS  ONCE 
AGAIN  WELL  NIGH  ENTRAPPED 
IN  HIS  DULCINEA'S  APARTMENT. 

IN  this  manner  did  the  crafty  Fathom 
turn  to  account  thole  ingratiating 
qualifications  he  inherited  fioin  nature  | 
and  maintain  with  incredible  a(riduity 
and  circuiufpedlion,  an  amorous  cor- 
refpondence  with  two  domeftick  rivals^ 
who  watched  the  condu6l  of  each  other 
with  tl\e  mofl  indefatigable  virulence 
of  envious  furpicionj  until  an  accident 
happened,  which  hud  well  nigh  ovei* 
turned  the  bark  of  his  policy,  and  in- 
duced him  to  alter  the  couiie,  that  he 
might  not  be  fliipwrecked  on  the  rocks 
that  began  to  multiply  in  the  piofecu* 
tion  of  his  prefent  voyage. 

The  jeweller,  who,  as  a  German, 
wanted  neither  pride  nor  often  ration, 
never  failed  to  celebrate  the  anniverfary 
of  his  birth,  by  an  annual  feafl  granted 
to  his  neighbours  and  friends  j  and,  on 
thefe  occafionsj  was  acculbmed  to  wear 

that 
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^at  chain,  which,  though  bequeathed 
to  his  daughter,  he  confidei-ed  as  an 
ornament  appertaining  to  the  family, 
wheresf  he  nimfetf  was  head:  accord- 
ingly, when  the  time  of  this  fcftiTal 
revolved,  he  as  ufual  ordered  Wilhel- 
mina  to  furrender  it  for  the  day.  This 
injisn&ion,  the  reader  will  perceive,  our 
young  lady  was  in  no  condition  to' 
obey  $  flie  had,  however,  fureieen  the 
fiemand,  and  contrived  a  fcheroe  of  (be- 
haviour for  the  occafion,  which  fhe' 
forthwith  put  in  execution. 

With  an  air  of  uncommon  chearful- 
neft  purpofely  aflumcd,  (he  retired  to 
herclolet,on  pretence  of  complying  with 
his  defire,  and  having  employed  a  few 
i9tnutes  in  rummaging  her  drawers,' 
and  difordering  her  moveables,  uitered 
a  loud  (hrtek,  that  brought  her  htiicr' 
-inftantfy  into  the  apaitment,  \&'hci*e  he 
found  his  daughter  toffing  abtnit  her 
doaths  and  trinkets  with  violent  dc- 
nonftrations  of  diforder  and  ntfright, 
aad  heard  her  in  a  lamentable  iir^in  de- 
clare, that  ihe  was  robbed  of  her  chain, 
and  for  evei-  undone.  This  was  fofar 
from  being  an  agreeable  intimation  to 
the  jewcikr,  that  he  was  ihuckdumb 
with  adonidimtnt  and  vexation  j  and 
it  was  not  till  after  a  long  paufc,  that 
he  pronounced  the  word,  *  Sacrament \^ 
with  an  emphHfis  denoting  the  moll 
inoitifying  furprizc. 

SooAas  that  exclamation  efcaped  from 
his  lips,  he  flew  to  the  cfcritore  as  if 
inftiniUvely,  and  joining  Wilhelmina 
in  her  occupation,  tumdled  it^s  whole 
contents  upon  the  floor  in  a  trice. 

While  he  was  thus  employed,  in  the 
•.aoft  expuiTive  filence,  t!.c  wife  of  his 
liofom  char.ce<i  to  pafs  that  way  j  and 
feeing  them  both  occupied  with  I'uch 
violence  and  trepidaticn,  belicvcil  at  Hrlt 
tha^  tl,:  V  were  certainly  r.ftuatccl  hy  the 
ipiiii  i.J  htnzyj  but  when  flie  inrtr- 
poAd,  bv  alklngwith  gicnt  Minetinels, 
the  caule  of  fuch  tranl}  oits  and  diitrn^t- 
ed  beh:;vioui-5  and  heard  h(rhiifband 
reply  wiih  an  accent  of  defpair,  «  1  he 

*  chain  I  tlie  chain  of  my  forffathcrs  is 

*  no  more/  She  immediately  juftified 
his  emotion,  by  undergoing  the  fame 
alarm,  and  without  further  hefit'iticn 
engagtcl  heifelf  in  the  fcarch,  hei;inriirg 
with  a  long,  which  might  be  coir.p.ued 
to  the  hymn  of  battle  among  theGr<  eks, 
oi-  rather  n.ore  aptly  to  that  which  the 
Spsrt«n  females  Tung  rcund  the  altar  of 
Plana,  lui-namcd  Oii!ii;.»i  lor,  it  was 


attended  withifrange  gefttctilatloos,  ss^ 
in  the  courfe  of  utterance  became  f^ 
loud  and  {hrili,  that  the  gnefts,  trho 
were  by  this  timf  partly  aJleoibled,  be^ 
ing  confounded  at  the  clamour,  niihed 
towards  the  place  from  whence  \t  feem* 
ed  to  proceed,  and  found  their  iandlord, 
with  his  wife  and  daughter,  in  the  atti- 
tudes of  diflraHion  and  dcfpair. 

When  they  underftood  the  nature  of 
the  cafe,  they  condoled  the  familv  on 
their  misfortune,  and  would  have  retiiied, 
on  the  fuppufttion  that  it  would  defeat 
the  mirth  mi  intent  of  their  meeting  j 
but  the  jeweller  muftering  up  his  whole 
temper  and  hofpitality,  intreated  them 
to  excuftf  his  diforder,  and  favour  him 
with  their  company,  which,  he  obferved, 
was  now  more  than  ever  wanted,  to 
difpel  the  melancholy  ideas  infpired  hj 
his  lofs.  Notwithftanding  this  apology, 
and  the  efforts  he  made  m  the  fequef  to 
entertan  his  friends  with  jollity  and 
good-humour,  his  heart  was  fo  Itnked 
to  the  chais,  that  he  could  not  detach 
himfelf  from  the  thoughts  of  it,  which 
invaded  him  at  fiiort  intervals  in  fuch 
qualms  as  effectually  fpoiled  hig  appetite 
and  hindere<l  his  digeltion. 

He  rcvolvtrd  within  himfelf  the  cir- 
cumf^ances  of  his  difafler,  and  in  can- 
vafling  ail  the  probable  means  by  which 
the  ciiain  could  be  ftolen,  concluded 
that  the  deed  mufl  ha%e  been  done  by 
Ibme  perfon  in  the  family,  who,  in  con- 
fi-quence  of  having  acceU  to  his  daugh- 
ter's chamber,  had  either  found  the 
drawer  left  open  by  her  careleffnefs  and 
ncgle(ft,  or  found  means  to  obtain  a 
talli:  key,  by  ibme  waxen  impreffion  t 
for  the  locks  of  the  efcritore  were  fafe 
and  uninjured.  His  liifpicion  being  thus 
confined  wiihin  his  own  houle,  iome- 
timcs  pitched  upon  his  wojkmen,  and 
fomctiines  upon  his  w»fe ;  who,  he 
thought,  was  the  mpre  likely  to  prac- 
tifc  fuch  f^ncffc,  as  fire  confidcred  wil- 
bclmina  in  the  light  of  a  daughter-in- 
law,  whole  interclt  interfered  with  heir 
own,  and  wlio  had  often  haiangued  to 
him  in  private,  on  the  folly  of  leaving 
this  vtry  chain  in  the  young  lady^s  pol- 
fcfiion. 

The  more  he  contidercd  this  fubje^^ 
he  thought  he  law  the^  mojc  i-eafon  to 
attribute  the  damage  he  had  fukainci^ 
to  the  machinations  of  his  fpoufcj  who, 
he  did  not  doubt,  was  difpolcd  to  fea- 
ther her  own  nelf,  at  tlw  expcnce  of  bim 
aj\d  his  heirs  j  and  who,  with  the  fame 

honeft 
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Wmft  ttlte*lio*»  had  almdy  iccreted 
fer  her  privite  ufe  thofb  Uiconiiderabltf 
jewels,  wbich  of  lailc  had  at  diflferent 
limes  b99t  niHIing.  Arroufed  by  theft* 
feiitiiiienit,  he  itScdYed  to  retaliate  bef 
•WB  fehemet,  by  contrivinfr  means  td 
ttfit  her  cabinet  in  feeret.  and  if  poffibie, 
to  rob  the  robber  of  the  fpoils  flie  had 
gathered  to  hie  |irejiidice,  without  com-( 
ing  to  any  exfilanation,  which  might 
tnd  in  domeftiek  turmoils  and  eternal 
diA}uier. 

While  the  buihand  exercifed  his  re- 
MUon  Ml  this  manner,  hit  innocent 
mate  did  not  allow  the  powers  of  her 
imagittatwwi  to  reft  in  idlenefs  and  (loth. 
Hef  obfervations  touching  the  lofs  of 
the  chain  were  fuch,  as  a  fufpicioxie 
woman,  btafled  by  hatred  and  envy, 
would  naturally  make.  To  her  it  Teem- 
ed highly  improbable,  that  a  thinp  of 
fiich  valiie,  focarefolly  depofited,  ihould 
▼aniih  without  the  connivance  of  it^s 
keeper ;  and  without  much  expence  of 
con|e£Hire»  divined  the  true  manner  in 
which  it  was  conveyed.  The  fole  dif- 
ficulty that  occurred  in  the  refearchea  of 
htr  fagactty,  was  to  know  the  gallant 
who  had  been  favoured  with  fuch  a 
^edfle  of  Wilhelnkina's  afie61ion  j  for, 
at  me  reader  will  eafily  ima^ne,  (he 
aerer  dreamed  of  viewing  Ferdinand 
in  that  odious  perfpe^kive.  In  order  to 
fnttsfy  her  curiofity,  difcover  this  happy 
farooritc,  and  be  revenged  on  lier  petu- 
lant rival,  ihe  prevailed  upon  the  jew- 
eller  to  employ  a  fcout^  who  ihould 
watch  all  night  upon  the  ftair,  without 
the  knowledge  of  any  other  perfon  in 
the  family^  altedgin^,  that  in  all  like- 
lihood, the  houfe  maid  gave  private  ad- 
Diittaace'to  fome  lover,  who  was  the 
author  of  all  the  iofTes  they  had  lately 
fufetd,  and  that  they  might  poilibly  de- 
tefl'him  in  his  no6lurnal  adventures^  and 
observing,  that  it  would  be  imprudent 
to  intimate  their  defifrn  to  Wilhehnina, 
left  throoeh  the  heedieflTnefs  and  indif- 
cretion  of  youth,  Ihe  might  chance  to 
divulge  tlie  feerer,  To  as  to  frufiratK;  iheir 
aim. 

A  Swifs,  in  whofe  honedy  the  Ger- 
man  coidd  confide,  being  hired  for  this 
porpole,  was  pofted  in  a  dark  coinei*  of 
the  ftair-cafe,  within  a  few  paces  of  the 
d^or,  which  he  vtaa  directed  to  watch ; 
and  a^nally  Aood  ccntinel  three  nights, 
without  perceiving  the  leaft  obje^  of 
fufpieigfi;  hot. on  the  founh,  the  evil 
ibra  <^  our  aclveotiirer  condufked  htm. 


to  the  fjMt;  on  his  voyage  to  the  apart- 
ment ot  his  dulcinea,  with  whom  he 
had  pre-concerted  the  afTignation.  Hav** 
tng  made  the  fignr^l,  which  conHfted  of 
two  gentle  taps  on  her  door,  he  was  im<* 
mediately  admitted  |  and  the  Swifs  no 
Ibonrr  faw  him  fairly  houfed,  than  he 
crept  foftly  to  the  other  door,  that  was 
left  open  itir  the  purpofe,  and  gave  im- 
mediate intimation  ot  what  he  had  per- 
ceived: this  ietelligence,  however,  he 
could  not  convey  fu  fecretly,  but  the 
lovers,  who  were  always  vigilant  upon 
thefe  occaiions,  overheard  a  fort  of  com-* 
motion  in  the  jeweller^s  chamber,  the 
caufe  of  which  their  apprehenfion  was 
ingenious  enough  to  comprehend. 

We  l)ave  formerly  obierved,  that  our 
adventurer  could  not  make  his  retreat 
by  the  door,  without  running  a 'very 
great  riik  of  being  detected,  and  the  ex* 
pedient  of  the  chimney  he  had  no  incli- 
nation to  repeat  $  fo  that  he  found  him- 
fcK  in  a  very  uncomfortable  dilemma, 
and  was  utterly  abandoned  by  all  his 
invention  and  addrefs ;  when  his  mif- 
trers,r  in  a  whifper,  delired  htm  to  begin 
a  dialogue  aloud,  in  an  apology,'  im- 
porting, that  he  hod  miihken  the  door; 
and  that  his  intention  was  to  vitit  her 
father  touching  a  ring  belonging  to  the 
young  Count  Melville,  which  the  knew 
Fathom  had  put  into  his  hands  in  or- 
der to  be  altered. 

Ferdinand  feising  the  hint,  availed 
him(elf  of  it  without  delay,  and  un- 
bolting the  door,  pronounced  in  an  au- 
dible voice,  *  Upon  my  honour.  Ma- 

*  demoi Telle,  you  wrong  niy  intention, 

*  if  you  imagine  I  came  hither  with  any 

*  diirefpe^ful  or  dishonourable  motive  : 
'  I  have  bulincis  with  your  father,  which 

*  cr.nnot  be  delayed  till  to-  morrow,  with- 

*  out  man! felt  prejudice  to  my  friend 

*  and  mylcif ;  therefore  1  took  the  li- 

*  berty  of  viliting  him  at  thelc  untimely 

*  hours;  and  it  has  been  my  misfor- 

*  tune  to  niidake  the  door  in  the  dark. 

*  1  beg  pardun  for  my  involuntary  in- 

*  trulion ;  and   a^ain  afl'ure  you,  that 

*  nothing  was  fan  her  from  mythoughts, 

*  than  any  defign  to  violate  that  relpe^t 

*  which  1  have  always  eotertained  for 

*  you  and  your  father's  family.' 

To  this  remonlirance,  which  was  di- 
fti nelly  heard  by  the  German  and  hi» 
wife,  who  by  this  time  itaod  littening 
at  the  door,  the  young  lady  replied  in  a 
(hriil  accent  of  difpleafure,  *  Sir,  I  am 

*  bound  to  believe  that  all  your  actions 
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*  are  condu6^ed  hj  honour ;  but,  you 

*  rouft  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  that 

*  your  miftake  is  a  little  extraordinary, 

*  and  your  vifit,  even  to  my  father,  at 

*  this  timeof  the  night,  altogether  unfea- 

*  fonable,  if  not  myfterious.    As  for 

*  the  interruption  I  have  fuffered  in  my 

<  repoie,  I  impute  it  to  my  own  forget. 

*  fulnefs,  in  leavinzmy  door  unlocked} 

*  and  blame  myfelf  fo  fcverely  for  the 

*  omiflion,  that  I  /hall  to-morrow  put 

*  it  out  of  my  own  power  to  be  guilty 
«  of  the  like  for  the  future,  by  ordering 

*  the  paflfage  to  be  nailed  up :  mean 

*  while,  if  you  would  perfuade  me  of 

*  your  well-meaning,  you  will  inftant- 

*  ly  withdraw,  left  my  reputation  fliould 

*  Aiffer-  by  your  continuance  in  my 

*  apartment.* 

*  Madam,*  anfwered  our  hero, '  I  will 

*  not  give  you  an  opportunity  to  repeat 

*  the  command,  which  I  (hall  forthwith 
'  obey,  after  having  intreated  you  once 

*  more  to  forgive  tlw  difturbance  I  have 

*  given.*  So  faying,  he  jp^ently  opened 
the  door^  and  at  fight  of  the  German 
and  his  wife,  who  he  well  knew  wait- 
ed for  his  exit,  ftarted  back,  and  gave 
tokens  of  confuiion,  which  were  partly 
real,  and  partly  afFefled.  The  jeweller, 
fully  fatisfied  with  Fathom's  declara- 
tion to  his  daughter,  received  him  with 
a  complaifant  look ;  and,  in  order  to 
alleviate  his  concern,  gave  him  to  un- 
derftand  that  he  already  knew  the  rea- 
Ton  of  his  being  in  that  apartment,  and 
defired  to  be  informed  of  what  had 
procured  him  the  honour  to  fee  him  at 
fucb  a  jun6liire. 

*  My  dear  friend,*  faid  our  adven- 
turer, pretending  to  reco11e£l  himfelf 
with  dlfnculty,  <  I  am  utterly  a(hamed 

*  and  confounded  to  be  difcovered  in 
'  this  fituation  ;  but  as  you  have  over- 

*  heard  what  paifed  between  Mademot- 

*  felle  and  me,  I  know  you  will  do  juf- 
«  tice  to  my  intention,  and  forgive  my 

*  miftake.     After  begging  pardon  for 

*  having  intruded  upon  your  family  at 

<  thefe  hours,  I  muft  now  tell  you,  that 

<  my  coufin  Count  Melville  was  ibme- 

*  time  ago  fo  much  mifreprefented  to  his 

*  mQther,by  certain  malicious  informers, 

<  who  delight  in  fowing  difcord  in  pri- 
«  vate  families,  that  Oie' actually  believ- 

<  ed  her  fon  an  extravagant  fpendthrift, 

<  who  had  not  only  confumed  his  remit- 
«  tances  in  the  moft  riotous  fcencs  of 

*  diforder,  but  alto  indulged  a  pemi- 

*  clous  appetiu  for  gaming  to  luch  a 


*  dq^ree,  that  he  had  loft  all  hit  doadii 
'  and  jewels  at  play..  In  con&quence 
'  of  fuch  fal(e  information^  flie  expof- 

*  tulated  with  him  in  a  fevere  letter,  and 

*  defired  he  would  tranfmit  to  her  that 
'  *  ring  which  is  in  your  cuftody,  it  beine 

'  a  family  ftone,  for  which  flie  ezprefled 

*  an  ineftimable  value.     The  yduog 

*  gentleman,  in  his  anfwer  to  her  re* 

*  ^roof,  endeavoured  to  vindicate  him* 
'  felf  from  the  afperfions  which  had 
'  been  caft  upon  his  chara^ler;  and  witii 
<  regard  to  the  ring,  told  her  it  was  at 

*  preient  in  the  hands  of  a  jeweller,  in 

*  order  to  be  new  fet,  according  to  her 

*  own  dire^ions,  and  that  whenever  it 

*  ihould  be  altered,  he  would  fend  it 

*  home  to  her  by  fome  fafe  conveyance. 
'  This  account  the  good  lady  took  for 

*  an  evafion,  and  upon  that  luppofition 

*  has  again  written  to  him,  in  fuch  a 
'  Drovokin^r  ftyle,  that  although  the 

*  letter  arrived  but  half  an  hour  ago, 

*  he  is  determined  to  difpatch  a  oouner 

*  before  morning  with  the  mifchievoiia 
'  rin^,  for  which,  in  compliance  with 
'  the  impetuofity  of  his  temper,  I  have 

*  taken  the  freedom  to  diftorb  you  at 

*  this  unfeafonable  hour.* 

The  German  paid  implicit  faith  to^ 
every  circumftance  of  this  ftory,  which 
indeed  could  not  well  be  fuppoied  to  be 
invented  extempore}  the  ring  was  im- 
mediately reftored,  and  our  adventi*rer 
took  his  leave,  congratulatine  himfelf 
upon  his  fignal  deliverance  from  the 
fnare  in  which  he  had  fallen* 


CHAP.  xvn. 

THB  STEPPAMB*8  SUSPICIONS  BE- 
ING AWAKENED,  8HB  LAYS  A 
SNAEtB  FOR  OUR  ADVENTURBR, 
FROM  WHICH  HB  IS  DBLIVBRB» 
BY  THE  INTERPOSITION  OP  HIS 
GOOD   GENIUS. 

THOUGH  the  hulband  fwallowed 
the  bait  without  farther  inquiry, 
the  penetration  of  the  wife  was  not  to 
eafily  deceived :  that  fame  dialogue  in 
Wilhelmina's  apartment,  far  firom  al- 
laying, rather  inflamed  her  fofincion; 
becaufe,  in  the  like  emergency,  flie  her* 
felf  had  once  profited  by  the  ^e,  or 
nearly  the  iame  contrivance.  WithoirC 
communicating  her  doubts  to  the  fither, 
ftie  refolved  to  doable  her  attention  t» 
thedaughur'f  future  condv^,  and  keep. 
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tieh  a  ftnft  eye  over  the  behaviour  of 
otir  galhnr,  that  he  ffiould  find  it  very 
difficult,  if  not  iinpoflible,  to  elude  her 
obfervat  ion .  For  this  purpofe,  flie  took 
into  her  pay  an  old  maiden,  of  the  rijfht 
I'onr  difpoutton,  who  lived  in  an  houfc 
oppofitc  to  her  own,  lind  directed  her  to 
follow  the  young  lady  in  all  her  out- 
jcoinirs,  whenever  (hr  fhould  receive  from 
the  window  a  certain  fignal,  which  the 
mother- in* hw  agreed  4to  make  for  the 
occafion.  It  was  not  long  before  this 
icheme  fucc^'cded  to  her  wifli.  Tlie 
iloor  of  comrnuincation  betwixt  VVil- 
helmina*s  apartment  and  the  ftair  cafe 
being  nailed  up  by  the  jeweller^s  exprefs 
order,  our  adventurer  was  altogether 
deprivetl  of  thole  opjiortunities  he  had 
hitherto  enjoyed;  and  was  not  at  all 
mortified  to  nnd  himfelf  fo  re ttri^ed  in 
«  correfpoiidcnce  which  began  to  be 
tirefbme  and  difugrtcable  t  but  the  cafe 
was  far  otherwtfe  with  his  dulcinea^ 
whoie  paflTton,  the  more  it  was  thwarted, 
raged  with  greater  violence;  like  a  fire 
that,  from  the  attempts  that  are  made  to 
cxtinguiih  it,  gathers  grnter  force,  an«l 
flames  with  double  fury. 

Upon  the  ftconl  day  of  her  misfor- 
tune,  fhe  had  written  a  verv  ten  tier  biU 
let,  laiiieniing  Her  unhiip-)i net's  in  being 
tlepri*ed  of  xhofc  meetinj:*  which  conlti* 
lutcd  the  chief  ]jy  of  Jirr  life,  ami  in- 
(reatiiig  him  to  contrive  iLnn<:  ineaiH  of 
lenewine  the  deticiuus  commerce  in  an 
unAifpected  p^a^^e.  This  intimation  fhe 
propofcd  to  convey  privately  into  the 
hand  of  her  lover,  during  his  next  vifit 
10  the  family  }  but  both  wete  To  narrow- 
ly eyed  by  the  mother,  that  flie  found 
the  execution  of  her  defign  impraflica* 
ble;  and  next  foiencon,  on  pretence  of 
going  to  church,  repaiied  to  the  houfe 
ift  a  Companion,  who,  being  alio  her 
confidanfe,.  undertook  to  deliver  the 
billet  with  her  own  hand. 

The  flie  dragon  employed  by  her 
OKMher,  in  obedience  to  the  fign  which 
wa$  difplay^  from  the  window,  imme- 
diately pur  on  her  veil,  and  followed 
Wjihelminaat  adifUnce,  until  flie  law 
lier  fairly  houfed  i  flie  would  not  even 
then  return  from  her  excurfion,  but 
hovered  about  in  li«{ht  of  the  door,  with 
a  view  of  making  fartjier  oblei  vjitions  1 
in  leU  than  five  minutes  after  the  yotfng» 
lady  difappeared,  the  fcout  perceived  her 
coming  ifut,  accom))ani«d  by  her  com- 
rade, from  whom  iht  intiantiy  p:»rted, 
and  bent  her  way  iqwards  she  chuicb  in 


gpodearncfty  while  the  ottter  Aecred  her 
courfe  in  another  direftion.  The  duenna, 
after  a  rooment^s  fufpenlc  and  confider- 
Htion,  divined  the  true  caufe  of  this 
flion  vifity  and  refolved  to  watch  the 
motions  of  the  confidante,  whom  fhe 
traced  to  the  academy  in  which  our  hero 
lodged,  and  from  which  flie  faw  her  re* 
turn,  after  the  fuppofed  mefljige  wak 
delivered. 

Fraught  with  this  intelliffence»  the 
rancorous  underftrapperi  hied  her  hoine 
to  the  jeweller's  wife,  and  made  a  faith* 
fol  recital  of  what  fhe  had  Teen )  com- 
municating, at  the  fame  time,  iier  own 
conjectures  on  the  fubje^t.  Her  em- 
ployer was  equally  ailoniflied  and  in- 
cenfed  at  this  information  ^  flie  was 
feized  with  all  that  frenay  which  takes 
pofleiTion  of  a  flighted  woman,  when 
flie  finds  herielf  foppiantedby  a  detefled 
rival }  and,  in  the  hrfl  tranfporU  of  her 
indignarioo,  devoted  them  as  f'acrifiees 
to  her  ven^nce;  nor  was  her  furprise 
lb  much  the  effefit  of  his  diiiimuUtiony 
as  of  his  want  cf  talte  and  dilccrnmeMt* 
She  inveighed  againft  him,  i»ot  as  the 
niolf  treacnerous  lover,  but  as  the  moft 
abject  wretch,  in  courting  the  fmiles  of 
f'uch  an  auk  ward  dowdy,  while  he  en- 
joyed tlie  favours  of  a  woman  who  bad 
numbered  princes  in  thetiain  of  her  jid* 
iiiirers.  For  the  brilliancy  of  her  at- 
ti-aolions,  iuch  as  they  at  preient  (lioatif. 
flie  appealed  to  the  decifioti  of  her  mi- 
niitcr,  wno  confuited  her  own  latisfac- 
tion  und  interctt,  by  flattering  the  other's 
vauity  and  rcfeotment}  and  lb  v>ia^c» 
count4bie  did  the  depravity  of  our  hero's 
judgment  ap))ear  to  this  conceited  dame, 
that  fli^.  begun  to  believe  there  was  luu-.e 
miltake  in  the  perlbn,  and  to  hope  that 
Wilhelmina's  gallant  was  not  in  reality 
her  profeffed  admirer  Mr.  Fathom,  but 
rather  one  of  bis  fellow  lodgers,  whole 
palfiun  he  favoured  with  kis  mcdicatioa 
Atui  ai]*4(artce. 

On  this  notion,  which  nothing  but 
mere  vanity  cauld  have  infpired,  in  op- 
pofition  to  Co  many  moie  weighty  pre* 
lumptions,  flie  took  the  reroTuttun  u£ 
bringing  the  cff.iir  to  a  fuller  expl.ina« 
tior,  bvfore  flic  would  concert  any  mea* 
fures  to  the  piejudicc  of  our  adventdrer, 
and  forthwith  difpatchcd  her  i'py  b^ck 
to  his  lodgia^Sy  to  Iblicit  on  tlie  part  of 
Wilhelmina  an  immediate  an U'si  to  thQ 
letter  he  had  received*  Thii  v/jls  an  ex** 
pedition  with  which  the  old  maidca 
wou^d  have  wiliingly  difpenivd,  becaul'a 
G  it 
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it  wat  fMmded  upon  an  uncMrtaiBtfy 
^ich  mMtt  be  attencfod  wkh  tnnible- 
feme  conieqtiences  f  but  rather  than  be 
the  meaM  of  retarding  a  ncsociation, 
fo  prodvftive  of  that  ibrt  of  mifchief 
which  is  particttlarfy  agreeable  to  all  of 
her  tribe,  ihe  undertook  to  maiia]re  and 
tfk^  the  difcorery,  in  full  conndence 
of  her  own  talentt  and  experience. 

With  fuch  a  fund  of  felffuficieney 
and  inftigation,  Aie  refVaired  to  the  aca« 
ekmy  on  the  inftant,  and  enqniring  for 
Mr.  Fathona,  was  introduced  to  hti 
apartmenti  where  flie  found  him  in  the 
wry  a^  of  writiiie  a  billet  to  the  }ew^ 
elWr-s  daughter,  lite  artful  agent  har- 
ing  alkcdy  with  the  itiyfterious  air  of  an 
cupert  ffo  between,  if  he  had  not  Utely 
TCceitts  a  meffage  front  a  certain  young 
lady  I  and  behig  anfwered  in  the  affirm  •> 
aftive,  gave  him  to  underftaiid^  that  ihe 
hcrfcif  was  a  perfon  faToored  with  the 
firiiodihip  and  confidence  of  Wilhel- 
Mina,  whom  (he  had  known  from  her 
cradle,  and  often  dandled  on  her  kn^^ 
then,  in  the  genuine  ftyle  of  a  prattling 
dry-miHe,  Ae  lannch«l  out  i»  encomi- 
ums on  his  dttldnea*s  beauty  and  fweet- 
nefs  of  temper,  recounting  manr  fimple 
ocGunences  of  her  infancy  aod  child- 
hood }  and  iinally,  defiring  a  more  cir* 
cumftantial  anfwer  to  that  which  (he 
had  knt  to  him  bv  her  friend  Cathtrina. 
In  the  coorie  of  ner  loouacity  (he  had 
aKo;  accordriie  to  her  in(truftions,  hint- 
ed at  the  miitfortune  of  the  door;  and, 
•n  the 'whole,  performed  her  cue  with 
luch  dexterity  and  diicretion,  that  our 
politician  was  aftuall^  orer^reacbed, 
and  liaYing  (inilhed  hts  cpiftle,  com- 
aaitted  it  to  her  care,  with  manv  verbal 
expreffions  of  eternal  love  and  fidelity 
to  his  charming  Wilhelmina. 

The  mefleBger  doubly  rejoiced  at  her 
atchievemeut,  which  not  only  recom- 
anended  her  lainiftry,  b«t  alTo  gratified 
her  malice,  returned  to  her  principal 
with  great  cotultation^  and,  delivering 
the  letter,  the  reader  will  eafily  conceive 
the  tranlports  of  that  lady,  when  (he 
tatd  the  contents  of  it  *in  thefe  words. 

■  •  AR-GELXCK  W»LHELMINA! 

f*  npO  forget  thoTe  extatick  fcenes  we 
■*•    «  have  enjoyed  together,  or  evear 

•  live  without  the  contt«u|tion  of  that 

•  mutual  blifs,  were  to  <{uit  alltkleto 
<  perception,  and  rcTign  every  hope  of 

•  fotuit  happineft.    Mol  my  chaitticr» 


while  my  head  rctuoa  the  leaft  fymk 
of  invention,  and  my  heart  glows  with 
the  refolution  of  a  man,  our  cone* 
fpondence  (hall  not  be  cot  o(F  by  the 
maehtnattons  of  aa  envious  ftep-mo- 
ther,  who  never  had  attradkions  to  m- 
fpire  a  generous  paifiou;  and  now 
that  am  and  wrinkles  have  deftroyed 
what  Tittle  (hare  of  beauty  (he  once 
fo^EkSkd,  endeavours,  like  the  fiend 
in  paradifie^  to  hJaft  thofe  joys  in  others 
from  which  (he  is  her(elfebenMlly  ex- 
cluded. I>oubt  not,  dear  fovcreign  of 
my  (bdl !  that  I  will  ftudy,  with  all  the 
eagemefs  of  defiring  love,  how  to  fruf» 
trate  her  nruilicious  iocention,  and  re- 
new thofe  tranfporting  moments,  the 
remembrance  of  which  .now  warms 
the  breaft  of  your  ever  conftant 

«  Fatkou** 


Had  our  hero  murdered  her  father^ 
or  left  her  a  difconfolate  widow,  by 
efFe£^tng  the  death  of  her  dear  huilNUK^ 
there  might  have  been  a  ^(fibility  of 
her  exerting  the  Chriftian  virtues  oi  re* 
(ignatton  and  forgivencfs|  but  fuch  a 
perfonal  outrage  as  that  contained  in  diis 
epiftle,  precluded  alt  hope  of  pardon, 
and  rendertd  penitence  of  no  fignafica- 
tiott.  His  atrocious  crinfe  being  now 
fully  afcertained,  this  virago  gave  a 
looie  to  her  refentraent,  which  became 
fo  loud  and  lempeiiuous.  that  her  in- 
former (huddered  at  the  ftorm  (he  had 
raifed,  and  began  to  repent  of  having 
communicated  the  intelligence  which 
(eemed  to  have  fuch  a  violent  tSoCt  upon 
her  brain. 

She  endeavoured,  however,  to  allay 
tbe  agitation^  by  fiattering  her  fancy 
with  the  profpefl  of  revenee,  and  gra- 
dually ibothed  her  into  a  Salt  gf  deli^ 
berate  ire  ;  during  vrhich  (he  determined 
to  take  ample  vengeance  on  the  ddin- 
^ent.  In  the  aeniih  of  her  fagr*  Aie 
would  have  had  imme«liate  recodrle  i# 
poifim  or  fteelyhad  (he  not  been  diverted 
from  her  mortal  purpofe  by  her  coun- 
iellor,  who  repreiented  the  danger  nf 
engaging  in  fuch  violent  mcaTiiress 
and  propofed  a  more  (eeure  fcheme;» 
in  the  execution  of  which  (he  wo«ld 
fee  the  perfidious -wretch  fuifikiently 
puniAed^  without  any  hasard  to  hor 
own  perfon  or  reputation*  Sheadviied 
her  to  inform  the  jeweller  of  Fathom *a 
efibrts  to  (educe  her  conjugal  fidelity^- 
and  imiArt  to  him  apian,  by  iriiic^  he 

would 
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would  btve  it  in  bit  power  to  deteft  our 
advcDtiiftr  in  the  very  aft  of  pnftifing 
upon  her  virtue. 

The  lady  reliihed  her  propofal,  and 
•ftsallyreiolved  to  make  an  aflignation 
with  Ferdinand,  at  ufu^li  and  gave  no* 
tice  of  the  appointment  to  her  huiband, 
that  he  might  pei-fonally  difcover  the 
treachery  of  hit  pretended  friend,  and 
infllA  upon  bim  Asch  chaftiiement  at 
the  German^t  brutal  difpofition  fliould 
fuggel^,  when  inflamed  by  that  fpeciet 
-of  provocation*  Had  thtt  projeft  been 
brought  to  bear,  Ferdinano  in  all  like- 
lihood would  have  been  difaoalilied  from 
engaging  in  any  future  intrigue;  but 
Pate  ordained  that  the  defien  Siould  be 
defeated ,  in  order  lo  ref erv e  him  for  more 
important  oeeafiont. 

Before  the  eircumftancet  of  the  plan 
could  be  adjiifted,  it  wat  hit  good  for- 
tune to  meet  hit  dnlcinea  in  the  ftreet, 
and  in  the  midft  of  their  mutual  condo- 
lence on  theinterrnption  they  had  fuifer- 
cd  in  their  correfipondence^  he  aflured 
her,  that  he  would  never  give  bit  hn- 
Tention  refpite  until  he  ihould  have  ve- 
ri^  the  proteftationt  contained  in  the 
letter  he  had  delivered  to  her  difcreet 
agent.  Thit  allufion  to  a  billet  flic  had 
never  received,  did  not  fail  to  alarm  her 
fiearty  and  introduce  a  very  mortifying 
explanation,  in  which  he  u>  accurately 
defcrjbed  the  perfon  of  the  meflTenger^ 
that  flie  forthwith  comprehended  the 
plot,  and  communicated  to  our  hero  her 
lentimentt  on  that  lubjefl. 

Though  he  exprefled  infinite  anxiety 
and  chagrin  at  thit  mrtfortune,  which 
could  not  fail  to  raife  new  obflaclet  to 
their  love,  bis  heart  was  a  ftranger  to 
die  onneaiiners  be  affected  $  and  rather 
|>leafed  with  the  occafion,  which  wchiht 
furnifti  htm  with  prereucet  to  withdraw 
himfelf  gradually  from  an  intercourfc, 
by  thit  time  become  equally  cloying  and 
unprofitable.  Being  well  acquainted 
with  the  mother' t  ■temperament,  he 
guefled  the  prri'ent  fituation  of  her 
tbougbtt^  and  concluding  flie  would 
tnake  the  jeweller  a  party  in  her»evenge, 
ht  reibhed  from  that  moment  to  dtfcon 
tinue  bft  viiits,  and  czutiouily  guard 
againft  tny  future  interview  with  the 
lady,  whom  he  had  rendered  Co  impla- 
cable. 

It  wat  well  for  our  adventurer  that 
fats  good  fortune  fo  feafimably  interpofed  j 
for  thtt  fame  day,  in  the  aiterooon,  He 
wat  §Ar^wed  with  a  billet  .f rout  4ke  ^wf- 
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eUer't  wife^  oowbed  ia  ttte  fiufac  ttndvr 
Ayle  flie  had  fbmierlv  iifcd,  and  i«- 
portinz  an  cameft  deme  of  iecMg  idm 
next  day,  at  the  wonted  rendeiveot* 
Although  hit  penetration  waa  fuftciciR 
to  perceive  the  drift  of  thit  me8ag«t  or 
at  leaft  to  difcern  the  riik  he  fliould  rvk 
in  complying  with  her  requeft,  y«t  he 
wmt  wilKng  to  be  more  fully  certined  4E 
the  truth  di  hit  fufptcion,  and  wrote  aa 
anfwer  to  the  billet,  in  which  he  aifiund 
her,  that  he  vrould  npair  to  the  place  of 
appointment,  with  all  the  punclualitf 
of  an  impatient  lotvr.  Neverthdaft^ 
ioftead  of  petforming  thit  promile,  he». 
in  the  morning,  took  poft  in  a  poblick 
houle  oppofite  to  ;he  place  of  aflignit- 
tion,  in  order  to  reconnoitre  the  ground  I 
and  about  noon  had  the  plcafure  of  ice- 
tng  the  German,  wrapped  in  a  clonk, 
enter  the  door  of  hit  wife*t  flie  imnd, 
though  the  appointment  wat  fixed  at 
five  m  the  evening.  Fathom  bleflcd 
hit  good  angel,  for  having  conduAcd 
him  clear  of  thit  confpiracy,  and  kept 
hit  ftatton  wiih  great  traaquillicy,  till 
the  hour  of  meeting,  when  he  bebdd 
his  enraged  Thalettrit  take  the  fame 
route,  and  enjoyed  her  difappointmeot 
with  ineffable  fatisfaftion. 

Thus  favoured  with  a  protextt  be 
took  his  leave  of  her,  in  a  loKer,  giving 
her  to  underftand.  that  he  wat  no  ftraa- 
ger  to  the  barbarous  iiiare  flie  had  laid 
for  him  {  and  upbraiding  her  with  hav- 
ing made  fuch  an  ungrateful  return  for 
allhit  tendemeft  and  attachonent.  She 
wat  not  backward  iu  conveving  a  reply 
to  thtt  expoftulation,  which  Teemed  to 
have  been  dilated  in  all  the  difti-a^ioa 
of  a  proud  woman  who  lees  her  ven- 
geance bafiled,  at  well  as  her  love  dif* 
dained.  Her  letter  wat  nothing  but  a 
fucceffion  of  reproachet,  menaoes,  and 
incoherent  execrationt.  She  taxed  him 
with  knavery,  infenfibilify,  and  difla- 
muUtion ;  imprecated  a  thoufand  curlet 
upon  his  head  {  and  threa^dd  not  only 
to  pcrfecute  hit  life  with  all  the  arts  that 
hell  and  malice  could  inipu^,  but  alfo 
to  wound  him  in  the  perfoa  of  her 
daughter- in- iuw,  who  ibuuld  he  in* 
cioied  for  Life  in  a  coiivoi|«  where  flit 
would  have  leifure  to  i«peot  mk'  tlniic 
lootif  sind  diibrdcrly  pra^ictt,  y/h^h  he 
had  taught  htx  to  commit,  and  of  whioh 
flie  could  not  pceteod  innocence,  at  they 
had  it  inAir  power  to  confronts  her  wivi 
rile  evidence  of  her  lover^t  own  con- 
^ttSMu.  Vat  all  thia  dcn^ciatioo  w^s 
G  1  i^UH>iEed 
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qnal^Md  with  an  alttrattive,  V  which 
he  was  given  tounllerftand,  that  the 
gatea  of  mercy  were  ftill  open,  antLthxt 
penitence  was  capable  of  wa(hing  out 
the  deepeft  ftain  of  guilt. 

Ferdinand  read  the  whole  remon- 
Arancewith  great  compofiire  and  nio- 
denlioni  and  was  content  to  incur  the 
banrd  of  her  hate,  rather  than  put  her 
to  the  trouble  of  making  fuch  an  effort 
of  generofity,  as  would  induce  her  to 
forgive  the  heinous  offence  he  had  com- 
mitted s  nor  did  his  apprehenfion  for 
Wilhelmina  in  the  Iran  influence  his 
behaviour  on  this  occafion :  fo  sealous 
was  be  for  her  fpiritual  concerns,  that 
he  would  have  been  glad  to  hear  (he  had 
Usually  taken  the  veil ;  but  he  knew 
fttch  a  ftep  was  not  at  all  agreeable  to 
lier  dirpontion,  and  that  no  violence 
would  be  offered  to  her  inclinations  on 
that  fcore,  unlefsher  ftep-mother  (hould 
communicate  to  the  father  that  letter 
of  Fathom's  which  (he  had  intercepted, 
and  by  which  the  German  would  be 
convinced  of  his  daughter's  back/lid- 
'  ing  J  but  this  meafure,  he  rightly  Aip. 
pofed,  the  wife  would  not  venture  to 
Uke,  left  the  huHi^nd,  inftead  of  tak- 
Ing  her  advice  touching  the  youn^  lady, 
Ihould  feek  to  compromife  the  affair,  by 
offering  her  in  marrtikge  to  her  de- 
bauchery a  proffer,  which,  if  accepted, 
would  overwhelm  the  mother  with  vex  - 
ation  and  defpair.  Hr  therefore  chofe 
to  tnift  to  the  effefts  of  lenient  time, 
which  he  hoped  would  gradually  weaken 
the  refentmeiit  of  this  Penthehlea,  and 
fiiflbUre  his  connection  with  the  other 
parts  of  the  family,  from  which  be 
longed  to  be  totally  detached. 

How  well  ibeyer  he  might  have  fuc- 
cecde^  in  his  attempts  to  fliake  off  the 
yoke  of  the  mother,  who,  by  her  fitu- 
ntion  in  life,  was  reArHined  from  pro- 
fecuting  tbofe  meafures  hp*  refsntment 
had  planned  ag:ainft  his  foi:itude  and 
indifference^    he    wouhl    have    found 
gceaterdf facility  than  he  had  foiefeen^ 
in  difengaging  himlrlf  from  the  daugh- 
ter, whpfe  afreffcions  he  had  won  under 
the  mo(i  folemn  profeflions  of  honour 
and  fldelityj  and  who,  now  (he  was 
debanwd  uf  his  company  and  conver- 
fatiqsif  and  in  danger  of  lofing  him  for 
ever,  had  aAnally  taken  the  refoiuiion 
'  of  difclpfrng  the  amour  to  her  father, 
that  |)e  might  interpoife  in  hAlf  of  her 
peape  and  reputation,  and  fecure  ber 
ba|>piners  by  tlM  iaa^op  of  th^  (ih^rchV 


CHAP.    XVIIL 

OUR  HERO  DEPARTS  FROM  VIEJf- 
NA,  AND  qUITS  THE  DOMAIN  OF 
VENUS  FOR  THE  ROUGH  FIELD 
OF  MARS. 

LUCKILY  for  our  adventarci:, 
htfore  he  adhered  to  this  deter- 
mination, the  ycung  Count  De  Mel- 
ville was  fummoncS  to  Pre^urg  by 
hi  A  father,  who  defired  to  fee  hi>iu 
before  he  (hould  take  the  field,  in  ccn« 
feqnence  of  a  rupture  between  the  em- 
peror and  tl>e  Fiiench  king  $  and  Fathom 
of  courfe  quitted  Vienna,  in  order  to 
attend  his  patron,  after  he  and  Renaliio 
had  rcfided  two  whole  years  in  that  ca- 
pital, where  the  former  had  made  him- 
felf  perfe£l  in  all  <the  polite  exercifcs, 
become  mafter  of  the  French  tongue, 
and  learned  to  fpeak  the  Italian  wiih 
great  facility;  over  and  above  thole 
other  accompli fhments  in  which  we 
have  reprefented  him  as  an  inimitable 
original. 

As  for  the  yoimg  count,  his  exte- 
riors were  fo  much  improved  by  the 
coinpany  to  which  he  had  accefs,  fince 
h:s  departure  from  his  father's  home, 
that  his  parents  were  equally  furprized 
and  overjoyed  at  the  alteration.  All 
that  aukwardnefs  and  niliicity  wh>rh 
hung  upon  his  deportment,  was,  like 
the  rough  coat  of  a  diamomlt  poli(he4 
away)  the  connexion  and  difpofirion 
of  his  limbs,  Teemed  to  have  been  ad- 
jured anew;  his  can-iage  was  become 
cafy,  his  air  perfeflly  genteel,  and  bis 
con veria tion  ga y  and  11  n reftrai oed .  The 
merit  of  this  reformation  was  in  a  great 
meafure  afcribed  to  the  c^re  and  ex- 
ample of  Mr.  Fathom,  who  was  re- 
ceived by  the  old  count  and  his  lady 
with  maiks  of  fmgular  friendfhip  and 
elieeni ;  nor  was  he  overlooked  by 
Mademoifeile,  who.  ftill  remained  in  a 
Hate  of  celibacy,  and  leemed  to  baxe 
r^fignrd  all  hope  of  altering  ber  condi- 
tion ;  fhe  exprefled  uncommon  fatisfac- 
tion  at  the  return  of  her  old  favourite, 
and  re-a<lmitted  him  into  the  fame  de- 
gree of  familiarity  with  which  lie  had 
been  honoured  beK>re  his  departure. 

The  Joy  of  Tcrefa  was  fo  excefllve  at 
his  arrival,  that  (lie  could  icarce  fap- 
prefs  her  raptures,  fo  as  to  conceal  them 
from  the  notice  of  the  family  {  and  oiir 
hero,  upon  this  occafion,  peifonoed  the 
part  of  ap  esct^iftte  ^or,  in  difZcmbling 
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fKotc  traslporto  wli%eli  hU  botei 
knew.  So  well  kad  thit  pupil  retained 
tlielcflbnsof  her  inClru^r,  that  in  the 
midft  of  chofe  fraudulent  appropriations* 
which  (he  ftill  continued  to  make,  flic 
foun<l  nieant  to  fupport  brr  intcrcft  and 
charaAer  with  MtdemoiicUey  and  even 
to  acquire  Aich  influence  in  the  fhrnily, 
that  no  other  fervant,  male  or  fcnial<^ 
cfMild  pnetend  to  live  tmler  jthe  tame 
roof»  without  paying  inceflant  homai^e 
to  this  artful  waiting- woman,  and  yield- 
ing the  moft  abiea  fubmifflon  lo  her 
vrflL 

The  TouBg  mtleman  having  tarried 
at  Preiourg  aBout  iix  weeks,  during 
which  a  fniall  field-equipage  was  pre* 
paied  for  Renaldo,  they  repaired  to  the 
camp  at  Hcilbron,  under  the  aufpicet 
^  Count  Melville,  in  whofe  regiment 
they  carried  arms  as  volunteers,  with  a 
view  to  merit  promotion  in  the  fcrvice, 
by  their  own  prrfcnal  behaviour.  Our 
adventurer  would  have  willingly  dii* 
penM  with  thii  oceaiion  of  fignalizing 
himielf,  his  talents  being  much  iictter 
adapted  to  another  fphere  of  life  ^  ne« 
venhelefs*  he  afFe^ed  imcomn^on  ala- 
crity at  the  profpeclof  gathering  laurels 
in  the  Acid,  and  rubfcribed  to  bis  for- 
tune with  a  good  grace  $  forfeeing,  that 
even  in  a  campaign,  a  man  of  his  art 
and  ingenniry,  might  find  >neans  to 
cottfUlt  J) is  corporsil  fafety,  without  any 
danger  to  his  reputation.  Accordingly, 
before  he  had  lived  fuU  three  weeks  m 
camp,  the  damp  fituation  and  i'udden 
change  in  his  way  of  life,  had  fuch  a 
violent  effefl  upon  his  conftitution,  th'At 
be  was  deprived  of  the  ule  of  all  his 
limbs }  and  mcmmed  without  ceafing, 
his  hard  fate,  by  which  he  found  him- 
^If  precluded  from  all  opportunity  of 
exerting  his  diligence,  courage,  and 
a£livity,  in  the  chara^er  of  a  Ibldier, 
t9  which  lie  now  afpired. 

Xenaldo,  who  was  fifiually  enamour- 
ed of  a  martial  life,  and  miflrd  no  cc- 
cafion  of  dltiinguiflring  himfelf,  con- 
ibled  his  companion,  with  great  cor- 
diality, encouraged  him  witn  the  hope 
of  feeing  his  conltitvtiou  famiiiarisfd 
to  the  inconveniences  of  a  camp,  and  ac- 
commodated him  with  every  thing  which 
be  thought  would  alleviate  the  pain  of 
bis  body,  as  well  as  the  anxiety  of  his 
mind.  The  old  count,  who  fmcerely 
fyropatifed  with  his  alHi^ion,  would 
i^aveperfuadcdhim  to  retire  into  quar- 
^rsy  wbe^  he  could  l)e  carefully  nurfed, 


sttd  provided  with  cfcty  thing  naccfla. 
ry  lo  a  perfbn  in  his  condition ^  but  fuck 
was  his  defire  of  glory,  that  he  refifted 
his  patron*s  importunities  with  great 
conttancy,  till  at  length,  feeing  the  ol4 
gentleman  ob  Alnately  determin^l  to  con- 
lult  his  health,  bv  removing  bim  from 
the  field,  he  gradually  fufFered  bimfclf 
to  recover  the  u(e  of  his  hands,  made 
fhift  to  fit  up  in  his  beH,  and  amuie  him- 
leif  with  cards  or  back- gammon,  and 
notwithftanding  the  feeble  condition  c£ 
his  legs,  ventured  to  ride  out  on  horfe- 
back,  to  vifit  the  lines)  though  the 
count  and  his  fon  would  never  vield  to 
his  felicitations  io  far,  as  to  Jet  him 
accompany  Renaldo  in  tbofe  excurfiooa 
anti  reconnoitering  parties  by  which  a 
volunteer  inore&  himfelf  Co  toil  and  pe- 
ril, and  acquirr«  that  knowledge  in  the 
operationaof  war,  which  qualities  him 
for  a  command  in  the  fcrvice. 

NotAithllandijig  this  exemption  from 
all  duty,  ovr  adventurer  managed  mat- 
ters lo  as  to  pafs  for  a  youth  of  infinim 
mettle,  and  even  rendered  bis  backward- 
nefs  and  timidity  fubfervient  to  the  fup* 
port  of  tbatt:hara£ler,  bv  exprefling  an 
impatience  of  lying  iAa^ive,  and  a  de- 
fue  of  iignalizing  his  provvefs,  which 
even  the  difabled  condition  of  his  body 
cou  Id  fcarce  relbitin .  He  muft  be  a  man 
of  very  weak  nerves  and  excefTive  irre- 
folution,  who  can  live  in  the  midft  of 
9^tual  iervice,  without  imbibing  fomo 
Dortion  of  military  fortitude  i  danger 
becomes  habitual,  and  lofes  a  great  part 
of  it*s  terror  j  and  as  fear  is  often  caught 
by  contagion,  fo  is  courage  communt-  . 
cated  among  the  individuals  of  an  army. 
The  hope  of  fame,  defire  of  honouia 
and  preferment,  envy,  emulation,  ami 
the  dread  of  dilgracr,  sre  motives  which 
Co-opcriate  in  fuppreffing  that  averfion  to 
death  or  mutilation,  which  nature  hath 
implanted  in  the  human  mind ;  and 
thcrefoie,  it  is  not  to  4>e  wondered  at, 
if  Fathom,  who  was  naturally  chicken- 
hearted,  ^incd  foine  advantages  over 
his  difpolition,  before  the  end  of  the 
campiiign,  which  happened  to  be  net* 
thrr  perilous  nor  fevere. 

During  the  winter,  while  both  armiet 
remained  in  quarters,  our  adventurer 
attended  his  patron  to  Prefburgj  and  be- 
fore the  troops  were  in  motion,  Renaldo 
obtained  a  commiffion,  in  confcquence 
of  which,  he  went  into  gs^rifon  at  Phi* 
lipfburg,  whither  he  was  followed  by 
our  hero,xwhilc  the  old  count's  duty 
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ealkd  him  to  the  field'  in  a  different 
^lace.  Ferdinand  for  Come  time  had  no 
reafon  to  be  diflatisfied  with  this  dif- 
eofition,  by  which  be  was  at  once  de- 
livered from  thefatigtiea  of  a  cimpatgn, 
ind  the  infpeftion  of  a  fevere  cenior» 
in  theperfon  of  Count  Mel vf lie;  and 
his  iatisfa^ioD  was  ftill  tncreafed  bj 
an  accidental  meeting  with  the  Tyro- 
leze,  who  had  been  his  confederate  at 
Vienna^  and  now  chanced  to  fenre  in 
garrifon  on  the  fame  footing  with  hhn- 
Klf .  Thefe  two  knights-errant  renewed 
thdr  former  cbrrefpondence ;  and,  as  all 
Ibldiers  are  addiAed  to  gaminjg;,  lerted 
tontributlons  upon  all  tbofe  officers  who 
had  money  to  lofe,  and  temerity  to 
play. 

Howerer^  they  had  not  long  purfued 
this  branch  of  traffick,  when  their  fac- 
Cefs  was  interrupted  by  a  Tcry  ferious 
occurrence,  that  for  the  preftnt  entirely 
detached  the  gentlemen  m  the  garrifon 
from  fuch  aniufements.  The  French 
troops  invefted  Fort  Kehl,  fituated  on 
the  khiite,  oppofite  to  Stra(burg,  and 
^he  Imperialifts  dreading  that  tte  next 
ftoriA  would  fall  upon  Philiptbur^,  em- 
ployed them  (elves  with  great  diligence, 
to  put  that  important  fortrefs  ih  a  pro- 
per polhirt  of  defence.  If  the  fufpen  - 
iion  of  play  was  difpleafing  to  our 
hero,  the  expcftation  of  being  bcfieged 
was  by  no  means  morf  agreeable.  He 
knew  the  excellence  of  the  French  en- 
gineers, the  power  of  their  artillery, 
and  the  perfeverance  of  their  general  i 
he  felt,  by  anticipation,  the  toils  of 
hard  duty  upon  the  works,  the  horrors 
of  ttight  alarms,  cannonading,  bom- 
bardment. Tallies,  and  mines  blown 
up;  and  deliberated  with  himfelf,  whe- 
ther or  not  he  Ihould  privately  with- 
draw, and  take  refuge  among  the  ht- 
(^ersf  but  when  he  reflcfted  that  fuch 
a  ftep,  befides  the  infamy  that^  muft 
attend  it,  would  be  like  that  of  running 
upon  Scytla,  feeking  to  avoid  Charvbdis, 
as  he  would  be  cxpofed  to  more  danger 
md  inconvenience  in  the  trenches,  than 
he  could  poiiibly  undergo  in  the  town, 
and  aftier  all  run  the  rifle  of  being  taken 
ind  treated  as  a  deferterj  opon  thefe  con- 
siderations, herefi>lvedto  iubmit  him- 
felf to  his  deftiny,  and  endeavoured  to 
miti^te  the  rigour  of  his  fate,  by  thofe 
arts  he  had  formerly  praftifed  with  fuc- 
ce(^.  He  accordingly  found  means  to 
enjoy  a  veiy  bad  ftate  of  health  during 
xhm  wfimle  ficgty  which  lafted  about  fix 


weeks  "after  Vm  'tranehes  •  wwe  opened ; 
jtmd  then  the  garrifiHi  mteched  out  by 
capitulatidni  with  ail  the  honours  of 


CHAP.    XIX. 

HE    Ptrrs     HiMSffLF     tnVDBft    TSB 

GWIDANCe  OP   HIS   A8SOCIATB, 

AND      arUMBLBt.    UPON      THB 

VRBNCH   CAMP,   WHBRB   HB  PI* 

•  RISRBS  HH  MILITABT  CARBBB* 

NOTHING  eHe  of  moment  waa 
tranfa6itd  during  that  campaign  i 
and  iti  the  winter,  our  adventuner,  with 
the  young  count,  and  bit  friend  thft 
Tyrolcae,  were  difpofed  in  <{uarters  of 
cantonment,  where  Ferdinand  made 
himfelf  amends  fbr  the  chagrin  be  bad 
underj(one,  by  the  exercife  of  thoft 
talents  in  which  be  excelled.  Not  that 
he  was  fatisfied  with  the  fphere  of  Hfr 
in  which  he  aAed ;  though  he  knew 
bimfelf  confummate  in  theart  of  plaj^he 
was  not  at  all  ambitious  of  a  gamener*a 
name  {  nor  did  he  lind  himfelf  di^fed 
tohatard  thoie  dtfcoveries  andexplm- 
nations  to  which  heroes  of  that  claft 
arefometimesneceflarilyexpoled.  Hia 
aim  was  to  dwell  among  the  tents  of 
civil  life,  undifturbed  by  auarrds  and 
the  din  of  war,  and  rnider  mankiiid 
fubfervient  to  his  intereft,  not  by  ftra- 
tagems  which  irritate,  but  by  that  fup- 
pienefs  of  insinuation,  which  could  not 
fail  to  foothe  the  temper  of  tbofe  on 
whom  he  meant  to  prey. 

He  faw  that  all  his  expefbtions  of 
Count  Melville's  fotuffe  favour,  were 
connected  with  his  choice  of  a  miliury 
frfe;  and  that  his  promotion  in  the 
fervice  would,  in  a  great  meafure,  de- 
pend upon  hiis  peribnal  behaviour  in 
luch  emergencies  as  he  did  not  at  all 
wi(h  to  encounter.  On  Mother  hand, 
he  confided  fo  much  in  his  own  dexterity 
and  addrefs,  that  he  never  doubted  cf 
being  able  to  rear  a  fplendid  fortune  (or 
himfl'lf,  provided  he  could  once  obtain 
a  fixed  and  firm  foundation.  He  had, 
in  ftmcy,  often  enjoyed  a  pro<|»ed  of 
England,  not  only  as  his  native  co\in« 
try,  to-  which,  like  a  troe  citiaen,  he 
longed  to  be  united ;  but  al^  aa  the 
land  of  promife,  fiowtng  with  milk  and 
honey,  and  abounding 'with  Aibief^s  on 
which  he  knew  his  talcnft  wottld  be 
properly  >xcrcr&dr-  -•    -    *•" 
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I'Impb  fflfliciMnis  Mnner  <iccun94  viiti* 
Mt  kavins  »  ftroog  irapfcfion  ii|mi 
^  niiMl  of  ear  adTcntiiicr,  which  io- 
fluoKed  hit  Miboatwn*  in  fuch  a 
Banner,  as  -at  ^^^^  amoonted  to  a 
pofeft  rdblntion  or  witfadnMriag  bin- 
ieif  privately  firom  afervice  that  teemed 
with  difii^reeable  evcatt,  and  of  tranf* 
porting  himlcif  into  the  couoirv  of  hit 
ancBfton»  which  he  oonfidcred  at  the 
Canaan  of  all  able  adventnrert.  But». 
pravioat  to  hit  appearance  on  that  ftags» 
ne  wat  defirout  of  fiiitjiig  the  metro* 
polie  of  France,  in  which  he  hoped  to 
UDprore  himielf  in  the  knowledge  of 
men  and  thingt,  and  acquire  fucb  in- 
telligence at  would  qualify  him  to  aft 
a  more  important  part  upon  the  firitiib 
iccne.  After  having  for  feme  time  in- 
dulged theie  prolpedft  in  ftcret,  be  de- 
termined lo  accommodate,  hiinfelf  with 
the  compaay  and  eapertcnee  of  the 
Tyroleze,  whom,  imder  the  i'peciout 
title  of  an  aflbciate,  be  knew  he  could 
convert usto  a  very  lerviceable  tool,  in 
ierwaiding  the  execution  of  his  own 
proyeAa. 

Aecoidingly,  the  inclination  of  thit 
confederate  was  founded  by  diftanc 
hints ;  and  being  found  apt,  our  hero 
made  him  privy  to  hit  defign  of  decamp- 
ing without  beat  of  drum  i  though,  at 
the  fame  time,  he  begged  his  advice, 
touching  the  method  oi  their  depai-ture, 
that  he  might  retire  with  as  much  de- 
licacy at  the  nature  of  fuch  a  (ftep  would 
permit.  Divers  confultations  w«re  held 
upon  this  fub)ed,  before  they  adhered 
to  therefolutton  of  making  their  efcape 
£rom  the  army,  after  it  ihouid  have 
taken  the  Md  iu  the  fpring;  bec«iure, 
in  that  cafe,  they  would  have  frequent 
epportuttitiet  of  going  abroad  on '  fo* 
ngins  parties,  and  during  one  of  theie 
eacuraoot,  might  retire  in  fuch  a  manner 
at  to  perAiade  their  companions  that 
they  had  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands. 

Agreeable  to  this  determination,  tlie 
camp  wat  no  ibooer  formed  in  A  J  face, 
than  our  aflbciatet  began  to  make  pre- 
parationt  for  their  march;  and  had  al- 
fcady  ^taken  all  the  previout  meai'uret 
iitr^  their  departure,  when  an  accident 
happened,  whickouchcro  did  not  fail  to 
coQirerC  to  hit  own  advantage }  thit  wat 
ne  other  "than  the  deiertion  of  Reealdo't 
valet,  wIkh  in  cotiiequoiQe  of  a  gentle 
chaftifr  ment^  which  he  had  richly  merited, 
thought  proper  to  di£ippear,  after  hav- 
mg  plundered  his  mailer's  poftmanteau, 


which  he  hid  forced  open  for  the  piir* 
pofe,  Ferdinaadt  who  wat  the  firftper^ 
Co»  that  difcovoed  the  theft,  immedi- 
ately comprehended  the  whole  adven- 
ture,  and  takiitf  it  for  granted  that  the 
delinquent  would  never  return,  reiblved 
to  iiniih  what  the  fugitive  had  imper* 
fe&ljr  performed* 

Being  favoured  ^th  the  unrefirveil 
confidence  of  the  yoang  count,  he  ia- 
ftantly  had  recourie  to  bis  bureau,  the 
locks  of  which  he  fotmd  means  to  burft 
open,  .and  examining  a  private  drawer 
contrived  with  great  art  to  conceal  Re- 
naldo's  jewels  and  cafti,  made  himself 
mailer  of  the  contents  without  hefita- 
tion  i  then  cutting  open  his  cloak  bag» 
and  Hrewlng  the  tent  with  his  linen  and 
cloaths,  began  to  raife  his  voice,  and 
produce  fuch  a  clamour  as  alarmed  the 
whole  neighbourhood,  and  brought  a 
great  many  officers  into  the  tent. 

He,  on  this,  as  on  all  other  occaiipns» 
performed  bis  cue  to  a  miracle,  ex- 
preiTing  confuiion  and  concern  fo  na* 
turally  in  his  geftures  and  exclamation^ 
that  no  man  could  poilibly  fuQicA  hit 
fincerity  j  nay,  to  fuch  a  degree  of  fincflc 
did  his  cunning  amount,  that  when  hit 
friend  and  patron  entereJ,  in  confequence 
of  an  intimation  he  ri>on  received  of  his 
lofs,  our  adventurer  exhibited  undoubt- 
ed iigns  of  ililtra£licn  and  delirium }  and 
fpringing  upon  RennlJo  with  all  the 
f  ranuck  fury  of  a  bedlamite,  <  Villain  I* 
cried  he,  *  reltore  the  cife^ls  you  have 

*  Stole  from  your  malter,  or  you  (hall 

*  be  immediately  committed  to  the  care 

*  of  the  prevot  I*  However  mortified 
M.  de  Melville  might  be  at  bis  own 
misfortune,  the  condition  of  his  friend 
feemed  to  touch  him  more  nearly  ^  he 
undervalued  his  own  lofs,  as  a  trifle 
that  could  be  eaUly  repaired,  faid  every 
thing  which  he  thougnt  would  tend  to 
foothe  and  compofethe  agitation  of  Fer« 
dinand,  and  £nally  prevailed  upon  him 
to  retire  to  reft.  The  calamity  was 
wholly  attributed  to  the  deferter;  and 
Renaldo,  far  from  fuTpecling  the  true 
author,  took  occaGon,  from  his  beha- 
viour on  this  emergency »  to  admire  him 
as  a  mirrour  of  integrity  and  attach- 
ment :  in  fuch  an  exquifite  manner  did 
he  plan  all  his  dciigns,  that  almoft  every 
inltauce  of  his  fraud  furniihed  matter  of 
triumph  to  his  reputation. 

Having  thus  profitably  excrcifed  his 

genius,  this  fubtle  politician  tiiought  it 

high  time  to  relinquiili  bis  militaiy  ex- 

peflations  j 
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MftatloBt ;  and,  fecurin^  all  hit  faJaa* 
Me  acquifitions-  about  bit  own  perfon, 
fode  out  with  hit  underftrapper  in  the 
Biidft  of  fifty  dragoons  who  went  in 
^eft  of  forage,     while  the  troopers 
were  employed    in    making  up  their 
fruflet,  tne  two  adventurers  aovanced 
towards  the  (kirt  of  a  wood,  on  pretence 
of  reconnoitering  |  and  the  Tyroleze, 
who  undertook  to  be  our  heroes  guide, 
dirtfting  him  to  a  path  which  leads  to*, 
wards  Stralburg,  they  foddenly  yanifli- 
cd  from  *the  eyes  of  their  companions } 
whOy  in  a  few  minutes,  hearing  the  re- 
port of  feveral  piftols,  which  tho  confe- 
derates purpofely  iired,  conje^ured  that 
they  had  fallen  in  with  a  party  of  French, 
by  whom  they  weremade  priibnersofwar. 
TheTyroIeie  had  over- rated  his  own 
knowledge  when  he  took  upon  himfelf 
the  charge  of  condu£ling  our  hero ;  for, 
upon  their  arrival  at  a  ceitain  place, 
where  two  roads  crotfed  each  other,  he 
chanced  to  follow  that  which  not  only 
fruftrated  their  intention,  but  even  led 
them  dire6lly  to  the  French  camp :  fo 
that  in  the  twilight  they  fell  in  upon  one 
of  the  out-guardt,  before  they  were  a- 
ware  of  their  mifVake.     Whatever  con- 
fufion  and  perplexity  they  might  under- 
go when  they  heard  themfelvesquelHon- 
cd  by  the  centinelon  the  advanced  poft, 
certam   it  is,  they  betrayed  no  Symp- 
toms of  fear  or  di (order ;  but,  while 
Ferdinand  endeavoured  to  recoHe6l  him- 
felf, his  fellow-traveller,  with  the  ap- 
pearance of  admirable  intrepidity  and 
prefence  of  mmd,  told  the  foldier,  that 
ne  and  his  comp^uiion  were  two  gentle- 
men of  family,  who  had  quitted   the 
Aulhrian  army,  on  account  of  having 
fuftained  fome  ill-ufage,  which  they  had 
no  opportunity  of  refenting  in  any  other 
way  J  and  that  they  wei-c  come  to  offer 
their  fervices  to  the  French  general,  to 
whofe  ouarters  they  defired  to  be  im- 
mediately conveyed. 

Thecentinel,  to  whom  fuch  an  in- 
llance  of  defertion  was  neither  rare,  nor 
indeed  uncommon,  direAcd  them  with- 
out fcruple  to  the  next  pott,  where  they 
found  a  ferjeant's  party,  from  which, 
at  their  requeft,  they  were  tninfmitted 
to  the  officer  of  the  grand  guard,  and 
by  him,  next  morning,  introduced  to 
Count  Coigny,  who  very  politely  re« 
ceived  them  as  volunteers  in  the.  army 
of  France*  Though  this  tranflation 
wat  not  at  all  to  our  heio't  liking,  he 


was  foroid  to  aequiefee  in  Ium  f h^,  g^ 
to  find  btmlelf,  on  theic  terns,  in  pol* 
feflion  of  liis  efSeAs,  of  which  he  would 
otherwife  have  been  infallibly  rifled. 

This  campaign,  faowwer,  was  the 
moll  dilagreeable  period  of  his  whole 
life )  becaul'e  tlie  manner  in  which  he 
had  entered  into  the  fervice,  fubje^tcd 
him  to  tile  pirticuUr  ofaiervation  and 
notice  of  the  French  officers ;  io  that  he 
was  obliged  to  be  very  alert  in  bis  duty, 
and  fummon  ail  his  fortitude  to  main- 
tain the  charaAer  he  had  aflumed.  What 
rendered  his  iituation  ttill  more  unpa- 
latable, was  the  a^ivity  of  both  anuiLS 
in  the  courle  of  this  ieafon,  during 
which,  over  and  above  fundry  fatiguing 
marches  and  countermarches,  he  was 
peiibnailyengaged  in  the  a^r  of  Uallch, 
which  wM  very  obitinate,  where,  being 
in  the  Ikirts  of  the  detachment,  be  was 
a^ually  wounded  in  the  face  by  the 
iWord  of  an  huflar  ^  but  this  was,  luckily 
for  him,  the  latt  time  He  found  btmicU' 
under  the  neceffity  of  exerting  his  mili- 
tary prowefs}  for  a  ceflation  of  arms 
was  proclaimed  before  he  was  cured  of 
his  wound,  and  peace  concluded  about 
the  end  of  the  campaign. 

During    his  foyoorn  in  the  French 
camp,   he  affitmed  the  character  of  a 
man  of  family,  whu  being  difgutted  ac 
fome  lU|Hrrciiious  treatment  be  had  inet 
with  in  the  German  fervice,  and  at  tiie 
fame  time  ambitious  of  carrying  arms 
under  the  banners  of  France,  took  ihr- 
opportunity  of  retreating  by  ftealih  from 
his  friends,  accompaui^  only  by  one 
with  whom  be  could  entruft  hb  mteu- 
tion.    In  this  capacity  he  had  managed 
his  mattei-s  to  fucn  advantage,  that  ma- 
ny French  officers  of  ranx  were  very 
well  dilpoied  to  contribute  their  intersk 
in  his  behalf,  had  his  inclination  vetgcd 
towards  promoiion  in  the  army  ;  but  bn 
thought  proper  to  conceal  his  real  do 
iign,  under  the  fpecious  pretext  of  long* 
ing  to  fee  the  metropolis  of  France,  that 
centre  of  pleafureand  politenef$,in  whicb 
he  proposed  tu  Ipend  Ibme  time  for  the 
impravcmcnt  ot  his  addrefs  and  under- 
ftanding.  Thele  were  motives  too  laud- 
able to  be  o|lpoled  by  his  new  patrons, 
fome  of  whom  fumiwed  him  with  let* 
ters  of  recommendatioa  to  certain  aio- 
blemen  of  the  ftrft  rank  at  the  cowt  oC 
Yerfailies,  for  which  place  he  and  hit , 
companion  fet  out  from  the  banks  of  tho 
Kbinci  very  well  iatisfied  with  tlie  bo- 
aoiarabk 
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from  a  life  of  ioconvenience,  danger, 
aAd- alarm. 


CHAP.    XX. 

MS  PREPARES  A  STRATAGEM,  BUT 
PINDS  HIMSELF  COUNTERMINED} 
PROCEEDS  ON  HIS  JOURNEY,  AN1> 
JS  OVERTAKEN  BY  A  TERRIBLE 
TEMPEST. 


r 


N  thecourfe  of  this  journey,  Fcrdi- 
nandy  who  was  never  deficient  in  his 
political  capacity,  held  a  fecret  con- 
clave  with  his  own  thoughts,  not  only 
touching  the  plan  of  his  own  future 
condu^l,  but  alfo  concerning  his  aflb- 
ciate,  of  whofe  fidelity  and  adherence 
he  began  to  entertain  fuch  doubts  as  dif- 
f  couraged  him  from  the  profecution  of 
that  deiign  in  which  the  Tyroleze  had 
been  at  firft  included  :  for  he  had  lately 
oblerved  hioi  pra^ife  the  arts  of  his  oc- 
cupation among  the  French  officers  with 
fuch  rapacity  and  want  of  caution,  as 
indicated  a  dangerous  temerity  of  tem- 
per, as  well  as  a  furious  rage  of  acquir- 
ing, which  mi|;ht  be  fome  time  or  other 
iatiated  upon  his  own  friends.  In  other 
words,  our  adventurer  was  afraid  that 
his  accomplice  woulJ  profit  by  his  know- 
ledge of  the  ro»(l  and  countries  through 
which  they  travelled  ^  and,  after  having 
made  free  with  his  mod  valuable  effe^s, 
in  confequence  of  the  familiarity  Tub- 
ii fling  between  them,  leave  him  Jbme 
morning  without  the  ceremony  of  a  for- 
mal ac^ieu. 

Arrouzcd  by  this  fufpicjon,  he  re- 
folvcd  to  nnticipate  the  fuppofcd  inten- 
tion of  the  Tyrole2e,by  taking  his  own 
departure  in  the  fame  abrupt  manner : 
and  this  fcheme  he  a^ually  put  in  exe- 
cution, upon  their  arrival  in  Bar*  le-duc, 
where  it  was  agreed  they  fhould  fpend 
a  day  to  repofe  and  refrefh  themfelves 
finom  the  fatigue  of  hard  riding.  Fer- 
dinand, therefore,  taking  the  advantage 
of  his  companion's  'abrence,(for  the  Ty- 
roleze bad  walked  abroad^  view  the 
town)  found  means  to  h^a  peafant, 
who  undertook  to  conduct  him  through 
a  bye-road,  as  far  as  Chalons,  and  with 
this  g^ride  be  accordingly  fet  out  on 
horfcback,  after  having  difcharged  the 
till,  left  a  blank  paper  IValed  up  in  foim 
of  a  letter  dirc£led  to  his  friend,  and 
^ured  behind  his  o^n  faddle  a  pair  of 


leathern  bags,  in  which  his  jeviwls  and 
cafh  were  ufually  contained.  So  eager, 
was  our  hero  to  leave  the  Tyroleze  at  11 
confiderable  diHance  behind,  that  he 
rode  all  night  at  a  round  pace,  without 
halting,  and  next  morning  found  him- 
felf  at  a  village  diftant  thirteen  good 
leagues  from  any  part  of  the  route  which 
he  and  his  companion  had  at  Brfk  re« 
folved  to  purfuc. 

Here  thinking  himfelf  fafely  delivered 
from  the  caufe  of  all  his  apprehenfion^ 
he  determined  to  lie  incognito  for  a  few 
days,  fo  as  that  he  might  lun  no  rifle  of 
ao  accidental  meeting  upon  the  road 
with  the  perfon  whofe  company  he  had 
forfaken;  and  accordingly  took  pof* 
feflion  of  an  apartment,  in  which  he 
went  to  reft,  defiring  his  guide  to  wake 
him  when  dinner  fhould  be  ready.  Hav- 
ing enjoyed  a  very  comfortable  rcfreih- 
ment  of  fleep,  with  his  bags  under  hit 
pillow,  he  was  fummoned  according  to 
his  direttion,  and  eat  a  very  hearty  meal 
with  great  tranquillity  and  internal  fa- 
tisfaAion.  In  the  afternoon  he  amufcd 
himfelf  with  happy  prefages  and  ideal 
profpe£ls  of  his  future  fortune  ;  and  in. 
the  midfl  of  thefe  imaginary  banquets 
was  feized  with  an  inclination  of  realiz- 
ing his  blifs,  and  regaling  his  eye-fi^ht 
with  the  fruits  of  that  fucCefs  which 
had  hitherto  attended  his  endeavours. 
Thus  inflamed,  he  opened  the  repofito- 
ry$  and,  O  reader  I  what  were  his  re. 
fleflioDS,  when  in  lieu  of  Mademoifelle 
Melville*s  ear-rings  and  necklace,  the 
German^s  golden  chain,  divers  jevtrels 
of  confiderable  value,  the  fboils  of  fun- 
dry  dupes,  and  about  two  hundred  du- 
cats in  ready^money,  he  found  neither 
more  nor  lefs  than  a  parcel  of  rudy 
nails,  difpofed  in  Aich  a  manner  as  to 
refemhle  in  weight  and  bulk  the  move- 
ables he  had  loft. 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofcd  our  adven* 
turer  made  this  difcovery  without  emo- 
tion. IF  the  eternal  falvation  of  man- 
kind could  have  been  purchafed  for  the 
tenth  part  of  his  trcafui-e,  he  would  have 
left  the  whole  fpecies  in  a  (late  of  re- 
probation, rather  than  redeem  them  at 
that  price,  unlefs  he  had  feen  in  the 
bargain  Ibme  evident  advantage  to  his 
own  concerns  :  one  may  therefore  eafily 
conceive  with  what  milkinefs  of  relie- 
nation  he  bore  the  lofs  of  the  whole, 
and  faw  himfelf  reduced  from  fuch  af- 
fluence, to  the  necefiity  of  depending 
upon  ab^t  twenty  ducats,  and  fome 
H  k>ofe 
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Idofe  filvcr  which  he  carried  in  his  Dock- 
et for  his  expence  upon  the  road.  How- 
ever bitter  this  pill  might  be  in  fwallow- 
ing,  he  Co  far  martercJ  his  mortification 
as  to  digett  it  with  a  good  grace :  his 
own  penetration  at  once  pointed  out  the 
canal  through  which    this  misfortune 
had  flowed  upon  him  j    he  forthwith 
placed  the  calamity  to  the  account  of  the 
TyroJcze  ;  and  never  doubting  that  he 
hjd  retired  with  the  booty  acrofs  the 
Rhine,   into    Tome  place  to  which  he 
knew  Fathom    would  not   follow  his 
footfteps,  he  formed  the  melancholy  re- 
fblution  of  purfuing  with  all  difpaich 
his  journey  to  Paris,  that  he  might  with 
all  convenient  expedition  indemnify  him- 
felf  for  the  difcomfiture  he  had  fuftained. 
With  regard  to  his  confederate,  his 
cdnjeftiire  was  perfeftly  right;  that  ad- 
venturer, though  Infinitely  interior  to  our 
hero  in  point  of  genius  and  invention, 
had  manifeftly  the  advantage  of  him,  in 
the  articles  of  age  and  experience;  he 
was  no  ftranger  to  Fathom*$  qualifica- 
tions, the  happy  exertion  of  which  he 
had  often  Ccen.     He  knew  him  to  be  an 
oeconomifl  of  the  mod  frugal  order,  con- 
fequently  concluded  his  finances  were 
worthy  of  examination  ;  and,  upoil  the 
true  principles  of  a  (harper,  eal^d  him  of 
the  incumbrance,*  taking  it  for  grant- 
id,  that  in  fo  doing,  he  only  precluded 
Ferdinand  from  the  power  of  afting  the 
fame  tragedy  upon  him,  iliould  ever  op- 
portunity concur  with  bis  inclination. 
He  had  theijefore  concerted  his  meafures 
with    the  dexterity  of  an  experienced 
conveyancer,  and,fnatchingthe  occafion, 
while  ou/hero  travel -to  in  ted,  lay  funk 
in  the  arms  of  profound  repofe,  he  lipt 
up  the  Teams  ot  the  leathern  depofitory, 
■withdrew  the  contents,  introduced  the 
parcel  of  nails,  which  he  had  made  up 
for  the  purpofe,  and  then  repaired  the 
breach  with  great  deliberation. 

Had  Fathom's  good  genius  prompted 
him  to  examine  his  efftds  next  morn- 
ing, the  Tyiolcze,  in  all  probability, 
wotild  have  maintained  his  acquifttion 
by  force  of  arms ;  for  his  pei  fonal  cou- 
rage was  rather  more  determined  than 
that  of  our  adventurer,  and  he  was  con- 
fcious  of  his  own  arccndancy  in  this  par- 
ticular} but  bis  good  fortune  prevented 
iuch  explanation.  I:nn)ediately  after 
dinner,  he  availed  hiinl'cil  of  his  know- 
ledge, and  betaking  himfclf  to  a  ren^ote 
part  of  the  town>  let  out  in  a  poll  chaile 


for  Lunet<lle,  while  otir  hero  waa  m^^ 
ditating  his  own  efcape. 

Fathom's  conception  was  fuflictentto 
comprehend  the  whole  of  this  adventure, 
as  foon  as  his  chagrin  would  give  hh 
fagacity  fair  phy;  nor  would  he  allow 
his  relblution  to  (ink  under  the  trial; 
on  the  contrary,  he  departed  from  the 
village  that  fame  afternoon,  tinder  Ac 
aufpices  of  his  condu6lor,  and  found 
himfelf  benighted  in  the  midft  of  a  foreft 
far  from  the  habitations  of  men ;  the 
dirknefs  of  the  night,  the  filence  and 
folitude  of  the  place,  the  indiftinft  ima- 
ges of  the  trees  that  appeared  on  every 
fide,  *  (Iretching  their  extravagant  arms 
<  athwart  the  gloom,'  confoircd  with  the 
dejcflion  of  fpirits  occafioned  by  his 
lois  to  diftorb  his  fancy,  and  raife 
(Irange  phantoms  in  his  imagination. 
Although  he  was  not  nattirally  fupcr- 
(litious,  his  mind  began  to  be  invaded 
with  an  awful  horror,  that  g^dually 
prevailed  over  all  the  confolations  of 
rcafon  anci  philofophy;  nor  was  his 
heart  free  from  the  terrors  of  afTafli na- 
tion. In  order  to  difBpate  thefe  dtfa- 
grceable  reveries,  he  had  rccourfc  to  the 
converfiition  of  his  guide,  by  whom  he 
was  entertained  with  the  hiiiory  of  di- 
vers ii-avellers,  who  had  been  robbed  and 
murdered  by  ruffians  whofe  retreat  was 
in  the  receffes  of  that  very  wood. 

In  the  midft  of  this  communication, 
which  (lid  not  at  all  tend  to  the  elevation 
of  oar  hero's  fpirits,  the  conductor  made 
an  cxcufe  for  dropping  behind,  while 
our  traveller  jogged  on  in  expectation 
of  being  joined  again  by  him  in  a  few 
minutes;  he  was  however  difappointed 
in  that  hope :  the*  found  of  the  other 
horfe's  feet  by  degrees  grew  more  and 
more  faint  and  at  laf^  altogether  died 
away.  Alarmed  at  this  circurafhince. 
Fathom  halted  in  the  middle  of  the  road, 
and  lidened  with  the  moft  fearful  atten- 
tion ;  but  his  (^nfe  of  hearing  was  fk- 
luted  with  nought  but  the  diitnal  figb- 
ings  of  the  trees,  that  fcemed  to  foretd 
an  approaching  ftorm ;  accordingly,  the 
heavens  contrafled  a  more  dreary  af- 
pea,  the  ||||itning  began  to  gleam,  the 
thimder  to  roll,  and  the  tempctt  raifing 
it's  voice  to  a  tremendous  roar,  defcend- 
ed  in  a  torrent  of  rain. 

In  this  emergency,  the  fortitude  of  our 
hcio  was  almoft  quite  overcomes  fo 
many  concurring  circumftances  of  dan- 
ger and  diib:efS|  might  have  appalled 
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die  moft  undaunted  breaib;  ^bat  im- 
pnffion  then  muft  they  have  made  upon 
the  mind  of  Ferdinand,  who  was  by  no 
means  a  man  to  fct  fear  at  defiance ! 
indeed,  he  had  well  nigh  loft  the  ufe  of 
his  rcfle£lion,  and  was  aftually  invaJed 
to  the  (kin,  before  be  could  recolle£l 
himfelf  ib  far  as  to  quit  the  road,  and 
icek  for  flielter  among  the  thickets  that 
furrounded  him.  Having  rode  fome  fur- 
longs into  the  forefl,  he  took  his  ilation 
under  a  tuft  of  tail  trees,  that  fcreened 
hiro  from  the  (lorm,  and  in  that  fituation 
called  a  council  within  himfelf,  to  deli- 
berate upon  his  next  excurfion.  He 
perfuaded  himfelf  that  his  guide  had 
deferted  him  for  the  prefent,  in  order  to 
give  intelligence  of  a  traveller,  to  fome 
gang  of  robbers  with  whom  he  was  con- 
pe£led  J  and  that  he  muftof  neceffity  fall 
z  prey  to  thofc  banditti,  unlcfs  he  (hould 
have  the  good  fortune  to  elude  their 
fearch,  and  dil'entaivglc  himfelf  from  the 
mazes  of  the  wood. 

Harrowed  with  thcfe  apprehcnfions, 
he  refolved  to  commit  himfelf  to  the 
mercy  of  the  hurricane,  as  of  two  evils 
the  leaft,  and  penetrate  tlraight  forwards 
through  fame  devious  opening,  until 
hefhould  be  delivered  from  the  foreit. 
For  this  pupofe  he  turned  his  horfe's 
head  in  a  line  auite  contrary  to  the  di- 
region  of  the  high  road  which  he  had 
left,  on  the  fuppofition  that  the  robbers 
would  purfuc  that  tracl  in-que(l  of  him, 
and  that  they  would  never  dream  of  his 
deferting  the  highway  to  traverfe  an  un- 
known foreft,  amidtt  the  daiknefs  of 
iuch  a  boifterous  night,  Afier  he  had 
continued  in  this  progrcfs  through  a 
Aicceflion  of  groves,  and  bogs,  and, 
(horns,  and  brakes,  by  which  not  only 
his  cloaths,  but  alfohis  (kin  fu^cied  in 
a  grievous  manner,  while  every  nerve 
quivered  with  eagernefs  of  difmay,  he 
at  length  reached  an  open  plain;  and, 
purfuing  his  courfe,  in  full  hope  of  ar- 
riving at  fome  village  wheic  his  life 
would  be  fafc,  he  dcfcried  a  ru;lilight 
at  a  didzTicc,  which  he  looked  upon  as 
the  fiar  of  his  good  fortune;  and  riding 
towards  it  at  full  fpced,  arrived  at  the 
door  of  a  lone  cottaee,  illb  which  he 
was  admitted  by  an  old  woman,  who, 
underllanding  he  was  a  bewildered  tra- 
veller, received  him  with  great  hofpi- 
Ulity. 

When  he  learned  from  his  hoftefs 
that  there  was  not  another  houfe  within 
^ee  leagues^  that  (lie  could  accommq- 


date  him  with  a  tolerable  bed,  and  bis 
horfe  with  lodging  and  oats,  he  thank- 
ed Heaven  for  his  good  fortune  in 
(tumbling  upon  this  homely  habitationy 
and  dLtcrnuntd  to  pafs  the  night  under 
the  pioiciSVion  of  il)f  old  cottager,  who 
gave  him  to  -underlhnd  that  her  huf- 
band,  .who  was  a  faggot  -  maker,  had 
gone  to  tin:  next  town  to  difpofe  of  his 
merchandize,  and  that  in  all  proba- 
bility he  would  not  return  till  next 
morning,  on  account  of  the  tempeiluous 
night.  Ferdinand  founder!  the  beldame 
with  a  thoufund  artful  interrogations, 
and  (he  anfwered  with  fuch  appearance 
of  truth  and  fimplicity,  that  he  con- 
cluded his  perfon  was  quite  fecure;  and 
after  having  been  regaled  with  a  difh  of 
egp^s  and  bacon,  dcfired  (lie  would  con- 
dii6l  him  into  the  chamber  where  /he 
propofed  he  (hould  take  his  repofe.  |Ie 
was  accordingly  ufliered  up  by  a  fort  of 
ladder  into  an  apartment  furniflied  with 
a  (landine-bed,  and  alniod  half  filled 
with  trudrs  of  (Iraw.  He  feemed  ex- 
trc'.r.ely  well  pleafcd  with  his  lodging, 
which  in  reality  exceeded  his  expecta- 
tion ;  and  his  kind  landlady  cautionine 
him  againft  letting  the  candle  approach 
the  comhudibles,  took  her  leave,  and 
locked  the  door  on  the  outiide. 


CHAP.  xxr. 

HE  FALLS  UPON  SCYLLA,    SBEKINQ 
TO  AVOID  CHARYBOIS. 

FATHOM,  V  hofe  own  principles 
tiught  him  to  be  fuVpiciuus,  and 
ever  upon  his  guard  againit  the  trea- 
chery of  his  fellow -creatures,  could  have 
difptrnfcd  with  this  inrtance  of  her  care 
in  contiaing  lierjpfucll  to  her  chamber, 
and  began  to  be  (eizcd  with  ftrangc  fan- 
cies when  he  obferved  that  there  was  no 
bolt  on  the  infide  of  the  door,  by  which 
he  might  .'ecure  himfelf  from  intrufion. 
In  coiifequcnce  of  ihefe  fuggeftions,  he 
propofcd  to  lake  an  accurate  furvey  of 
every  objcil  in  the  apartment  j  and,  in 
the  coujle  of  his  inquiiy,  had  tiie  mor- 
tification to  (ind  the  dead  body  of  a 
man,  Itill  warm,  who  had  bten  lately 
rtabhcd,  and  concealed  beneath  fevcral 
bundles  of  Ihaw. 

Such  a  difcovery  could  not  fail  to  fill 
the  breaft  of  our  hero  with  unfpeakable 
horror  ;  for  he  concluded  that  he  him- 
felf would  undergo  the  fame  fate  before 
11  z  mom* 
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iDornirtg,  without  the  intcrpofition  of  a 
miracle  in  his  favour.  In  the  firft  tran- 
fports  of  his  dread,  he  ran  to  the  win- 
dow, with  a  view  to  e fcapc  by  that  out- 
let, and  found  his  flight  effetlually  ob- 
ftru6led  by  divers  Itrong  bars  of  iron. 
Then  his  heart  began  to  palpitate,  his 
hair  to  briftle  up,  and  his  knees  to  tot- 
ter j  his  thoughts  teemed  with  prefagcs 
of  death  and  dcHruftion  j  his  confcience 
rofe  up  in  judgment  againft  him ;  and 
he  underwent  a  fevereparoxifm  of  dif- 
nay  and  di(lra6lion.  His  fpirits  were 
agitated  into  a  (Vate  of  fermentation  that 
produced  a  fpecies  of  refolution  a-kin 
to  that  which  is  infpired  by  brandy  or 
other  ftrong  liquors;  and,  by  an  impulfe 
that  feemed  fupernatural,  he  was  imme- 
diately hurried  into  njeafures  for  his 
own  prefervation. 

What  upon  a  lefs  intcrefting  occafion 
his  imagination  durit  not  propofe,  he 
now  executed  without  fcruple  or  re- 
morfe :  he  undrtlTed  the  corpl'e  that  lay 
bleeding  among  the  ftraw,  and  con- 
veying it  to  the  bed  in  his  arms,  depo- 
sited it  in  the  attitude  of  a  perfon  who 
Sleeps  at  his  cafe  $  then  he  extinguifhed 
the  light,  took  poflcflion  of  the  place 
from  whence  the  body  had  been  remov- 
ed ;  and,  holding  a  piftoi  ready  cocked 
in  each  hiitd,  waited  for  the  fequel  with 
that  determine^  pui-pofe  which  is  often 
the  immediate  produftion  of  defpatr. 
About«iidnight  he  heard  the  found  of 
feet  afcending  the  ladder,  the  door  was 
foitly  opened,  he  faw  the  Ihadow  of 
two  men  flalking  towards  the  bed}  a 
dark  Ian  thorn  being  unlhroudcd,  di- 
rected their  aim  to  the  fuppofed  deeper, 
and  he  that  held  it  thru  ft  a  poignard  to 
his  heart  5  the  force  of  the  blow  made 
a  compreifion  on  the  cheft,  and  a  fort  of 
groan  ifliied  from  the  windpipe  of  the 
defunfl :  the  ftroke  was  repeated,  with- 
out producing  a  repetition  of  the  notej 
fo  that  the  affiflins  concluded  the  woik 
urasefFeilually  done,  and  retiicd  for  the 
prefent,  with  a  dcfign  to  return  and 
rifle  the  decec^fed  at  their  leifure. 

Never  had  our  hero  fpent  a  moment 
in  fikch  agony  as  he  felt  during  this 
operation  i  the  whole  furface  of  his  bo- 
dy was  covered  with  a  cold  fweat,  and 
his  nerves  were  relaxed  with  an  uni- 
verfal  palfy  5  in  fliort,  he  remained  in  a 
trance,  that,  in  all  probability,  contri- 
buted to  his  fafety  ;  for  had  he  retained 
the  ufe  of  his  fenics,  he  might  have  been 
dilcovered  by  the  tranfpoits  of  his  fear. 


The  firft  ufe  he  made  of  his  retrieved 
recoile^ion,  was  to  perceive  that  the  af- 
fafTins  had  left  the  doer  open  in  their 
retreat;  and  he  would  have  inftantly 
availed  himfelf  of  this  their  negleft,  by 
fallying  out  upon  them  at  the  hazard  of 
his  life,  had  not  he  been  reftraincd  by 
a  converfation  he' overheard  in  the  room 
below,  importing  that  the  nifHans  weie 
going  to  fet  out  u|K>n  another  expedt- 
t!on,  in  hopes  of  finding  more  prey. 
They  accoidingly  departed,  after  hav- 
ing laid  ftrong  injunctions  upon  the  old 
woman  to  keep  the  door  faft  locked  dur- 
ing their  abfence ;  and  Ferdinand  took 
his  refolution  without  farther  delay.  So 
foon  as,  by  his  conjeCture,  the  robbers 
were  at  a  fufficient  diftance  from  the 
houfe,  he  rofe  from  his  lurking- place, 
moved  foftly  towards  the  bed,  and  rum- 
maging the  pocketr  of  the  deceafed, 
found  a  purle  well  itored  with  ducats, 
of  which,  together  with  a  fdver  watch 
and  a  diamond  ring,  he  immediately 
poIfcfTed  himfelf  without  fcruple  j  then 
defcending  with  givat  care  and  circum- 
fpe6tion  into  the  Tower  apartment,  ftood 
before  the  old  beldame,  before  Aie  bad 
the  leaft  intimation  of  his  approach. 

Accultomed  as  ftie  was  to  the  trad^ 
of  blood,  the  hoaiy  hag  did  not  behold 
this  apparition  without  giving  figns  of 
infinite  terror  and  aitonifliment,  believ- 
ing it  was  no  other  than  the  fpirit  of 
her  fecond  gucft  who  had  been  mur- 
dered. She  fell  upon  her  knees,  and 
began  to  recommend  herfclf  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  faints,  crofllng  hcrfeif 
with  a^  much  devotion  as  if  (he  had  been 
intitleJ  to  the  particular  care  and  atten- 
tion of  Heaven.  Nor  did  her  anxiety 
ab.ite»  when  (h*  was  undeceived  in  this 
her  luppoiition,  and  underftood  it  was 
no  phuniotn,  but  the  real  fubllance  uf 
the  itrarger;  who,  without  (la\ing  to 
upbraid  her  with  the  enormity'  of  her 
crimes,  commanded  her,  on  pain  of 
immediate  death,  to  produce  his  horfe ; 
to  which  being  conduced,  he  let  her 
upon  the  faddle  without  delay,  and 
mounting  behind,  invefted  her  with  the 
managcmei^of  the  reins,  fweanngica 
molt  pere^tory  tone,  that  the  only 
chance  the  had  for  her  life,  was  in  di- 
recting him  fafely  to  the  next  town  j 
and  that  fo  foon  as  ihe  (faould  give  him 
the  leait'caufe  to  doubt  her  fidelity  in 
the  peformance  of  that  tafk,  he  would 
on  the  inftant  aCt  the  part  of^  her  exe* 
cutioncr. 

Thit 
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This  declaration  bad  it's  efFeft  upon  ' 
iSie  withered  Hecate ;  who,  with  many 
iiipplicationa  for  mercy  and  forgivenefs, 
promifed  to  guide  him  in  iafety  .to  a 
certain  village  at  the  diitance  of  two 
leagues,  where  he  might  lod^  in  ftcu- 
rity,  and  be  provided'  with  a  f  reOi  horie, 
or  other  convenience,  for  purfuing  hit 
intended  route.  On  thefe  conditions, 
he  told  her,  (he  might  defervs  his  cle- 
mency,  and  they  accordingly  took  their 
departure  together,  (he  being  placed 
aftrtde  upon  the  (addle,  holding  the 
bridle  in  one  hand,  and  a  Twitch  in  the 
other  s  and  our  adventurer  fitting  on 
the  crupper,  fuperintendinff  her  condu6l, 
and  keeping  the  muzzle  ot  a  piiiol  clofe 
at  her' ear.  In  this  equipage,  they  tra- 
velled acrofs  part  of  the  fame  wood 
in  which  his  guide  had  forfaken  him ; 
and  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  he 
pafftd  his  time  in  the  mod  agreeable 
veverie,  while  he  found  hioileif  involv- 
ed in  the  labyrinth  of  thole  fliades, 
which  he  confidered  as  the  haunts  of 
robbery  and  afialfmaiion. 

Common  fear  was  a  comfortable  fen- 
fation  to  what  he  felt  in  this  excurfion. 
The  firft  fteps  he  had  taken  for  his  pre- 
fervatton,  were  the  eflTe^s  of  mere  in- 
ftin6t»  while  his  faculties  were  extin- 
guilbed  or  fupprefied  by  defpair  :  bur, 
now  as  his  rcfle6lion  began  to  recur, 
he  vras  haunted  by  the  mod  intolerable 
apprehenfions.  Every  whifper  of  the 
wind  through  the  thickets,  was  fwelled 
into  the  hoarfe  menaces  of  murder ;  the 
ihaking  of  the  boughs  was  conltrued 
into  the  brandi filing  of  poignards  ;  and 
tvery  iliadow  of  a  tree,  became  the  ap- 
parition of  a  ruAian  eager  for  blood. 
In  ihorti  at  each  of  the le  occurrences, 
he  felt  what  was  infinitely  more  tor- 
menting than  the  ftab  of  a  real  dagger ; 
and,  at  every  freih  iilip  of  his  fear,  he 
aded  as  remembrancer  to  his  conduft- 
refs,  in  ^  new  volley  of  imprecations, 
importing,  that  her  life  was  abfoluteiy 
conne^d  with  his  opinion  of  his  own 
iafety. 

Human  nature  could  not  long  fobfift 
under  fuch  complicated  terror :  at  lad 
*  Ke  found  himlclf  clear  of  the  fored, 
and  was  bleifed  with  the  diftant  view 
t>f  an  inhabited  place  :  he  then  began  to 
cxercife  his  thoughts  upon  a  new  fub- 
]tSt,  ^  He  debated  with  himfeif,  whe- 
ther he  (hould  make  a  parade  oi  his  in- 
trepidity and.  publick  Ipirit,  by  difclo* 
iisg  his  atcl^vementi  and  furrenderijig 
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his  guide  to  the  penalty  of  the  law ;  or 
leave  t)ie  old  hag  and  her  accomplices  to 
the  remorfe  of  their  own  confciences, 
and  proceed  quietly  on  his  Journey  to 
Palis,  in  undiftuibed  poflTeilion  of  the 
prize  he  had  already  obtained.  This 
laii  ilep  he  determined  to  take,  upon 
recoil eeling  that,  in  the  courfe  of  his  in- 
formation, the  ftory  of  the  murdered 
ftranger  would  iniaUibly  attraA  the  at. 
tention  of  jutlicc,  and  in  that  cafe  the 
effects  he  had  borrowed  from  the  de* 
fun6l  mud  b«  refunded  for  the  benefit 
of  thofc  who  had  a  right  to  the  fuc- 
celTion.  This  was  nn  argument  which 
our  adventurer  could  not  refid  5  he  fore- 
f;iw  that  he  fliould  be  diipped  of  his  ac- 
quificion,  which  he  looked  upon  as  the 
fair  fruits  of  his  valour  and  fagacity  | 
and  moreover,  be  detained  as  an  evi- 
dence againd  the  robbers,  to  the  mani- 
i\:ii  detriment  of  his  affairs  :  perhaps, 
too,  he  had  motives  of  confcience,  that 
difTuaded  him  from  bearing  witnefs 
againd  a  fet  of  people,  whofe  princi- 
ples did  not  much  diflFer  from  his  own. 
Influenced  by  fuch  confiderations,  he 
yielded  to  the  fird  importunity  of  the 
beldame,  whom  he  dirmided  at  a  very 
fmall  di (lance  from  the  village,  after  he 
had  earned  I  y  exhorted  her  to  quit  fuch 
an  attrocious  conrfe  of  life,  and  atone 
for  her  pad  crimes,  by  facri /icing  her 
affociates  to  the  demands  of  judice. 
She  <lid  not  fail  to  vow  a  perfect  refor- 
mation, «nfnd  to  proitrate  htrfelf  before 
him,  for  the  favour  (he  had  found  -,  then 
(he  betook  heiiclf  to  her  habitation, 
with  full  purpoic  of  aJvifmg  her  fellow* 
murderers  to  repair  with  all  difpatch  to 
the  village,  and  impeach  our  hero,  who 
wifely  ditiruding  her  profefFions,  daid 
no  longer  in  the  place,  than  to  hire  a 
guide  for  the  next  dage,  wiiich  brought 
hiu)  to  the  city  of  Cualons  fur  Marne. 


CHAP.    xxir. 

HE    ARRIVES    AT     PARIS,     AND     18 
PLEASED  WITH  HIS  RECEPTION. 

HE  was  not  fo  fniitten  with  the  de* 
light ful  fituation  of  this  ancient 
town,  but  that  he  abandoned  it  as  foon 
as  he  could  procure  a  pod-chaife,  in 
which  he  arrived  at  Paris,  without  hav- 
ing been  expofed  to  any  other  trouble - 
fome  adventure  upon  the  road.  He 
took,  lodgings  at  a  certain  hotel  in  the 
Fauxbourg 
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Fanxbotirg  de  St.  Germain,  ^ich  is 
the  general  rendezvous  of  ail  the  ftran- 
gf  rt  that  refort  to  this  capital ;  and  jnow 
fincerely  congratulated  himreif  upon  his 
Itappy  <;(cape  from  his  Hungarian  con- 
»e£lionSy  and  from  the  fnares  of  the 
banditti,  as  well  as  upon  the  fpoils  of 
the  dead  body,  and  his  arrival  at  Paris, 
fcom  whence  there  was  fuch  a  fhort  con- 
veyance to  England,  whitlier  he  was 
stfrsf^ed  by  far  other  motive?  than  that 
of  filial  yeneration  for  his  native  ibii. 

Me  fuppreHed  all  his  letters  of  re- 
comincndHtion,  whi^h  he  juAly  con- 
cluded would  fubjeiSl  him  to  a  tedious 
courfe  of  attendance  upon  the  great,  and 
)ay  him  under  the  ncctriUty  of  Ibli citing 
preferment  in  the  army,  than  wl>lch  no- 
thing was  farther  from  his  irclination  ; 
and  refolved  to  make  his  appearance  in 
tbe  chara^er  of  a  private  gentleman, 
which  would  fupply  him  with  oppor- 
tunities of  examining  the  difierent  fcenes 
of  life  in  fuch  a  gay  metropolis,  lb  as 
that  'he  flionUi  he  able  to  chufe  that 
fphere  in  which  he  could  move  the  moi\ 
«ii^£kually  to  his  own  advantage.  He 
accordingly  hired  an  occafional  domef- 
fick,  and  under  the  denomination  of 
Count  Fadome,  which  he  had  letained 
fincc  bis  eloplsment  from  Rcni^Uio,  re« 
Wkired  to  dinner  at  an  ordinary,  to 
vhich  he  was  dirt^led  as  a  reputable 
place  frequented  by  fa  (hi unable  Ui  angers 
of  all  nations. 

He  found  this  piece  of  information 
perfeAly  jull  j  for  he  no  fooncr  entered 
thcapaitment,  tlian  his  eais  were  diluted 
with  a  ft  range  confufion  of  founds, 
smong  which  he  at  or.cc  diftinguiihcd 
the  high  and  low  Dutcii,  b^rbaious 
Flinch,  Italian,  and  Eni;li(h  languages. 
lie  was  rejoiced  at  this  occafion  of  dif- 
playing  his  own  qualifications;  took 
nis  pluce  at  one  of  three  long  tables, 
bttwixt  a  Weftphalian  count  and  a  Bo- 
lognian  marquis,  infmuatcd  himfelf  into 
the  converfation  with  his  ufual  addrefs, 
and,  in  Icfs  than  half  an  hour,  found 
means  to  accost  a  native  of  each  diffe- 
rent country  in  his  own  mother  tongue. 

Sochextenfive  knowledge  did  not  pafs 
viK>brerved.  A  French  abbe,  in  a  pro- 
vincial dia)e6l»  complimented  him  upon 
hn  letaining  that  purity  in  pronun- 
ciation, which  is  not  to  be  found  in  the 
fpeecft  of  a  Parifian.  The  Bolognian 
snittakinghim  for  a  Tufcan,  '  Sir,*  faid 
Le,  *  I  praiumeyou  arc  iioni  Florence: 
^  1  hope  tlte  illuLtrious  houfe  of  JLoxrain 


'  letvcs  you  gentiemen  of  that 
'  city  no  room  to  regret  the  lofs  of.  yoar 
'  own  princes.*  The  cafUe  of  Ver- 
failks  becoming  the  fubjeft  of  conver* 
fation,  Moniseur  Le  Comte  appealed  to 
him  as  to  a  native  German,  whether  it 
was  not  inferior  ia  pGJnt  of  magotfi- 
cence  to  the  Chateau  of^iubenhageni 
the  Dutch  ofEcer  addrefTing  himfelf  to 
Fathom,  drank  to  theprofperity  of  Fa* 
derland,  and  afked  if  Ik  had  not  onoe 
ferved  in  ganifon  at  Scbenkenfckaaaf 
and  an  Engl i Hi  knigbt  fwore  with  great 
aft u ranee,  that  he  had  frequently  ram- 
bled with  him  at  midnight,  amoi^  the 
hundreds  of  Drury. 

To  each  perfon  he  replied  in  a  polite 
though  mylierious  manner,  which  did 
not  fail  to  enhance  their  opinion  of  bt« 
good-breeding  and  importance  4  and 
long  before  the  deRcrt  appealed,  he  was 
by  all  tlie  company  fuppofed  to  be  « 
perfonage  of  great  con  Sequence,  who» 
for  foHie  fubilantial  reafons,  found  it 
convenient  to  keep  hjmfelf  incognito. 
This  being  the  cafe,  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted  that  particular  civilities  were 
poured  upon  him  from  all  quarters  :  he 
perceived  their  fentiments,  and  eaoou* 
raged  them,  by  behaving  with  that  Jbrt 
of  complaiiance  which  ieems  to  he  the 
reiult  of  engaging  condefcenfion  in  a 
chara^^erof  fnperior  dignity  and  flatioiu 
His  afffibility  was  genei-al ;  but  -hia 
chief  attention  Ii(nited  to  thoje  gentle- 
men already  mentioned,  who  chanced  ta 
fit  neareft  him  at  table  f  and  he  no  (boner 
gave  them  to  underftand  that^he  was  ao^ 
litter  ttranger  in  Paris,  than  they  uoa^ 
ninioufly  begged  to  have  the  honour  of 
making  him  acquainted  with  the  diflEb- 
rent  curioftties  peculiar  to  that  naetro- 
polis. 

He  accepted  of  their  hofpitality,  ac» 
companied  them  to  a  coftee-houfe  ii^ 
the  afternoon,  from  whence  they  ft* 
paired  to  the  opera,  and  afterwards  nd* 
)oumcd  to  a  noted  hotel ,  in  order  to  ipcnd 
the  remaining  part  of  the  evening*  It 
was  here  that  our  hero  fecured  himfelf 
effectually  in  the  fooling  he  bad  gained 
in  their  good  graces :  he  in  a  nioa»eii^ 
faw  through  all  the  characters  of  the* 
party,  and  adapted  himfelf  to  the  ht^ 
mour  of  each  individual  $  without  de^ 
fcending  from  that  eleyjition  of  beha»- 
viour,  which  he  .perceived  would  ope* 
rate  among  them  in  his  behalf.  Witk 
the  Italian  be  difcourfed  on  mufick»  ii^ 
the  ilyle  qf  a  coiuioifIi:ur^  and  mdee^ 
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(ad  a  better  claim  to  that  title  than  the 
generality  of  thofe  upon  whom  it  is 
ttfiialiy  conferred,  for  he  onderftood  the 
art  in  theory  ai  well  as  in  pra6lice,  and 
would  have  made  no  contemptible  figure 
among  the  beft  performers  of  the  age. 

He  harangued  upon  tafte  and  genius 
to  the  abb^y  ^o  was  a  wit  and  cri- 
tick  ex  officio^  or  rattier  ex  *veflitu  \  for, 
a  young  pert  Frenchman,  the  very  mo- 
ment he  puts  on  the  fetit  eoliet,  or  Ut- 
t)e  band,  looks  upon  himfelf  as  an 
infpired  fon  of  Apollo  ;  and  everyone 
of  the  fraternity  thinks  it  incumbent 
upon  him  to  afTert  the  divinity  of  his 
miffion  :  in  a  word,  the  abb^s  are  a  fet 
of  people,  that  bear  a  (Irong  analogy  to 
die  templars  in  London.  Fools  otcnch 
fisbrick,  (harpers  of  all  forts,  and 
dunces  of  every  degree,  profefs  them- 
lelves  of  both  orders.  The  templar  is, 
generally  fpeaking,  a  prig,  To  is  the 
abbe  :  both  arediltineuilhcd  by  an  air 
of  petulance  and  felf- conceit,  which 
holds  a  middle  rank  betwixt  the  info- 
ience  of  a  firft-rate  buck,  and  the  learned 
pride  of  a  Aipercilious  pedant.  The 
abbe  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  younger  bro- 
ther in  oueft  of  preferment  in  the 
church )  the  Temple  is  confidered  as  a 
i«ceptacle  or  feminary  for  younger  fous 
intended  for  the  bar  j  but  a  great  num- 
ber of  each  profeflion  tum  afide  into 
other  paths  cf  life,  long  before  they 
reach  thefe  piopofed  goals.  An  abbe 
is  often  metamorphofed  into  a  foot-fol- 
<Her;  a  templar  fometimes  fmks  into 
an  attorney's  clerk.  The  gal  lies  of 
Prance  abound  with  abb^s ;  and  many 
templars  may  be  found  in  our  Ameri- 
can plantations  )  not  to  mention  thofe 
who  have  made  a  publick  exit  nearer 
home.  Yet,  I  would  nothave  it  thought 
that  my  defcription  includes  every  m- 
dividual  of  thefe  focieties.  Some  of 
the  greateft  fcholars,  politicians,  and 
wits,  that  ever  Europe  produced,  have 
wore  the  habit  of  an  abb^  j  and  many 
of  our  mo2t  noble  families  in  England 
derive  their  honours  from  thofe  who 
have  ftudied  law  in  the  Temple:  thi: 
worthy  fons  of  every  community  fhall 
always  be  facred  from  my  cenfure  and 
ridicule;  and,  while  I  laugh  at  the  folly 
of  particular  members,  I  can  ftill  ho- 
itourand  revere  the  iniHtution. 

But  let  us  return  from  this  compa- 
Tvfon,  which  fome  readers  may  think 
Impertinent    and    unfeafonable ;    and 


obferve,  that  the  Weftphalian  count, 
Dutch  officer,  and  Englifli  knight,  wer« 
not  excepted  from  the  particular  re- 
gard and  attention  of  our  adventurer. 
He  pledged  the  German  in  every  bum- 
per ;  flattered  the  Hollander  with  com* 
piimenrs  upon  the  indul^ry,  wealth,  and 
polic/  of  the  Seven  United  Provinces; 
but  he  rcIcTved  his  chief  battery  for  his 
own  countryjnan,  on  the  fuppoiition 
th^t  he  was,  in  all  refpefts,  the  belt 
adapted  for  the  purpofes  of  a  needy 
gamclter:  him,  therefore,  he  cultivated 
with  extraordin:iry  care  and  fingular 
obfervance ;  for  he  foon  perceived  him 
to  be  an  humourift,  and  trom  that  cir- 
cumflnnce  derived  an  happy  preface  of 
his  own  fucccfs.  The  baronet's  difpo- 
fition  lecmcd  to  be  caft  in  the  true  Eng- 
liih  mould.  He  was  four,  (ilent,  and 
contemptuous  ;  his  very  looks  indicated 
a  conicioufnefs  of  fuperior  wealth  i  and 
he  never  opened  his  mouth  except  to 
make  fome  diy,  farcallick,  national  re- 
flection :  nor  was  his  behaviour  free 
from  that  air  of  fufpicion  which  a  man 
puts  on,  when  he  believes  himfelf  in  a 
cix)wd  of  pickpockets,  whom  his  caution 
and  vigilance  fet  at  defiance.  In  a  word^ 
though  his  tongue  was  (ilent  on  the 
AibjeCV,  his  whole  demeanour  was  con- 
tinually faying,  «  You  arc  all  a  pack 

*  of  poor,  loufy  rafcals,  who  have  a 
«  defign  upon  my  purfei  'tis  true,   I 

*  could   buy   your  whole  generation  ; 

*  but,  I  won't  be  bubbled,  d'ye  fee !    I 

*  am  aware  of  your  flattery,  and  upon 
«  my  guard  againft  all  your  knavi(li 
'  pranks ;  and  I  come  into  your  com- 
«  pany  for  my  own  amufement  only-* 

Fathom  having  reconnoitcred  tliis  jie- 
culiarity  of  temper,  inftead  of.  treating 
him  with  that  afliduous  complaifancc, 
which  he  icceived  from  the  other  sen - 
tlemen  of  the  party,  kept  aloof  from 
him  in  the  convrrraiion,  with  a  remark- 
able (hynefs  of  diltant  civility,  and  fcl« 
dom  took  notice  of  what  he  faid,  except 
with  a  view  to  contradift  him,  or  retort 
fome  of  his  fitirical  obil-rvations.  This 
he  conceived  to  be  the  beft  method  of 
.  acquiring  his  good  opinion  ;  becaufe  the 
Kngli/liinan  would  naturally  conclude 
he  was  a  perfon  who  could  haveno  finillcr 
views  upon  his  fortune,  elfe  he  would 
have  chofen  quite  a  different  mannfl|  of 
deportment.*  Accordingly,-  the  knight 
Itemed  to  bit?  at  the  hook :  he  liRci.e.l 
to  Ferdinand  with  uncommon  rtgaid; 

he 
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be  was  even  heard  to  commend  bis  re- 
marks; and  at  length  drank  to' their 
better  acquaintance. 

CHAP.    XXIII. 

ACC^ITS  HIMSELF  WITH  ADDRESS 
IN  A  NOCTURNAL  RIOT. 

THE  Italian  and  the  abbe  were  the 
firft  who  began  to  grow  whimrical 
wnder  the  influence  of  the  Burgundy  5 
and,  in  the  heat  of  their  elevation ,  pro  • 
poCed  that  the  company  (hould  amufe 
thcmfelves  during  the  remaining  part  of 
the  night  at  the  houfe  of  an  obliging 
dame,  who  maintained  a  troop  of  fair 
Bymphs  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
other  fex.  The  propofel  was  approve<.l 
by  alU  except  the  Hollander,  whofe 
ceconomy  the  wine  had  not  as  yet  in  • 
▼aded  j  and  while  he  retreated  Ibberly 
to  his  own  lodgings,  the  .reft  of  the  fo- 
ciety  adjourned  in  two  coaches  to  ihe 
temple  of  love,  where  they  were  receiv- 
ed by  the  venerable  prieitefs,  a  perfon- 
age  turned'  of  feventy,  who  Teemed  to 
exercife  the  funftions  of  her  calling,  in 
defpight  of  the  molt  cruel  ravages  of 
time ;  for  age  had  bent  her  into  the  form 
of  a  Turki(h  bow  j  her  head  was  agi- 
tated by  the  pal fy,  like  the  leaf  of  the 
poplar-tree;  her  hair  foil  duwn  in  fcanty 
parcels,  as  white  as  the  driven  fnow^ 
her  face  was  not  fimply  wrinkled,  but 
ploughed  into  innumcrabh  furrows  j 
ter  jaws  could* not  boall  of  one  remain- 
ing tooth ;  one  eye  diftilied  a  large 
quantity  of  rheum,  by  virtue  of  the  fiery 
edge  that  furroundcd  it,  the  other  was 
altogether  cxtlnguiflicd  ^  and  fljc  had 
loft  her  nofe  in  thecoiuie  of  lier  mlniiJra- 
tion.  The  Delphick  libyl  was  but  a 
type  of  this  hoary  matron,  who  hy  her 
figure  mieht  have  been  mistaken  f(.r  the 
confort  oi  Chaos,  or  mother  of  Tin.e. 
Yet  there  was  fijmething  merltui  ions  in 
her  appearance,  as  it  denoted  her  an  in- 
defatigable minitter  to  the  plcafure  of 
mankmd  j  and  as  it  formed  an  agreeable 
contrail  with  the  beauty  and  youth  of 
the  fair  damfels  that  wantoned  in  her 
train ;  it  rcfembLd  thofe  difcorvis  in 
mufick  which,  properly  dilpoll-d,  con- 
tribute to  the  hnrmony  of  the  whole 
piece;  or  thofe  horrible  ginnts  who,  in 
th^world  of  romance,  u(ed  to  guard  the 

Sates  of  thccaitlc  in  which  the  inchantcd 
amfcl  Wiis  confined. 
This  Urganda  fecmed  to  be  aware  of 


her  own  importance,  and  perfe^Uy  ^*dl 
acquainted  with  the  human  appetite  f 
for  fhe  compelled  the  whole  company  ta 
undergo  her  embrace :  then  a  lacquey 
in  magnificeut  livery  uihered  them  into 
a  fuperb  apartment,  where  they  waited 
fome  minutes,  without  being  favoured 
with  the  appearance  of  the  ladies,  to  the 
manifeit  diflatisfa£iion  of  the  abbe,  who 
fending  for  the gouvimante,  reprimand* 
ed  Her  feverely  for  her  want  of  po/iteji. 
The  old  lady,  who  was  by  no  meant  a 
pattern  of  patience  and  fubmiffion,  re- 
torted his  reproaches  with  great  empha- 
fis  and  vivacity ;  her  eloquence  flowed 
altogether  in  the  Covent  Garden  ftrain} 
and  I  queftion  whether  the  celebrated 
Mother  Douglafs  herfelf  could  have  made 
fuch  a  figure  in  an  extemporaneous  al- 
tercation. 

After  having  beflowcd  upon  the  abbe 
the  epithets  of  faucy^infigniAcant  pimp, 
(he  put  him  in  mind  of  the  good  ofBcea 
which  he  had  received  at  her  hands; 
how  (lie  had  fupplied  him  with  bed, 
board,  and  bed- fellow,  in  his  greateft 
necellity ;  fent  him  abroad  with  money 
in  his  pockets;  and,  in  a  word,  chenflied 
him  in  her  boibm,  when  his  own  mo- 
ther had  abandoned  him  to  diflrefs  :  ibe 
then  reviled  him  forprefumingto  affront 
her  before  flrangers ;  and  gave  the  com- 
pany to  underftand,  that  the  young  la- 
dies would  wait  upon  them  as  foon  as 
they  could  be  confefTed  and  receive  ablb- 
lution,  from  a  worthy  cordelier,  who 
wus  now  employed  in  performing  that 
charitable  othce.  The  gentlemen  were 
fatisfied  with  this  remon France,  which 
argur  J  the  old  lady's  pious  concern  for 
t\vi  fouls  that  were  under  her  care^  and 
oiu  adventurer  propofed  an  accommo- 
dation betwixt  her  and  the  abb^,  who 
WHS  prevailed  upon  to  afk  her  pardon, 
and  receive  her  bleiHng  upon  his  knees* 

This  affair  had  not  been  long  adjuft- 
ed,  when  five  damleis  were  introduced 
in  a  very  gay  diihabil!e«  and  our  hero 
was  complimented  with  the  privilege  of 
chullng  his  Amanda  from  the  whole  be- 
vy; when  he  was  provided,  the  others 
began  to  pair  themfelves;  and  unhappily 
the  German  count  chanced  to  pitch  upon 
the  fame  nymph  who  had  captivated  the 
deiircs  of  the  Britifh  knight  i  adifpute 
immediately  enfued;  for  the  Engtifh- 
nian  made  his  addielFcs  to  the  lady, 
without  paying  the  leafl  regard  to  the 
priority  of  the  other's  claim ;  and  fhe 
osing  pleafed  with  his  attachment,  did 

not 
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f«tre  bf  tftteikMtfeK  li|lNHii^,  and' 
(Sberamem,  tikiit  ht-  woiild'  not  <futt  hit • 
plretiefeiffbttV  f^r  :Myt  prince  in  OhriAeO'- 
dom,  miich  Uh  fbr'a  little  IRtxgHik  <lic^ 
vMier,  wh^m  he  Irad  «lrdldy  Monoured* 
too  much  in  condcfcending  to  be  hit 

liielcmght,  DToyoked  at  this -ftatdy 
dc^bntiofTs  vmth  wnt  the  immMliate 
cgeft  of  a^ger  and  ebriety,  ejred  hit 
antag«ttf!  ii^ith  a  moft  contempt«out' 
afpeli,  and-adiriftd  h4fn  to  avoid  fuch 
compartibns-  f>»r  the  future :  •  We  all 

*  know/  fafd^he,  *  the  importance  of  a 

*  German' coTint  J  I  fuppoTe  your  re.- 

*  venue  amounts  to  thiw  hundi«d  rix«< 

*  dollan  ;  and  you  have  a  chateau  that 

*  looka^lllde  the  ntina  of  an  Bneltfli- 

*  gabl.  •  r  will  bind  inyfel f  to  lend  you 

*  a  thousand  poimda  upon  a  mortgage 

*  o{  your  eftate,  (and  a  bad  bareain  I 
**  am  fnre  I  Aiall  have)   if  I  <k»   not 

*  in  left  than  two  months  find  a  yeoman 

*  of  Kent,  who  f))en(U  mdra  in' ftrong 

*  aJe  thnn  the  fuin^tofel  of  yoor  /early 

*  income  {  af\d  were 'the  truth  kiiown^ 

*  I  believe  that  lace  upon  your  coat  ia 
'  no  better  thaii  tini^l,  and  thofefrinred ' 

*  ruffles  with  fine  Holland  fieeTVes  tacked 
'  to  a  ihirt  of  brown  canvas }-  To  thut' 

*  were  yoil  to  umlrcfs  yourfelf  before 

*  the  lady,'  yoo  would  only  expblt 'your 

*  own  poverty  and  piHdc/ 

The  count  wa<R  fo  much  enraged  at 
thete  farcaftick  obfer  vat  ions,  thiit  his' 
faculty  of  fpeech  was  overwhelmed  by' 
his  relentment}  though)  in  oi^dfar  to' 
tcqiiit  himfelf  of  the  £ng]iihnian''s  in^- 
putatson,  he  forthwith  pulled  olf  his' 
doaths  with  fhch  fury,  that  his- brocade' 
waiftcoat  was  tore  fit>m  top  to  boftctai. 
The  knight,  miitaking  hi»  mearttnr; 
conlidered  this  demeanour  as  a  f*<iir' 
challenge,  to  try  which  was  the  better 
man  in  the  cicetcife  of  boxinor|  and>  on 
tliat  fuppofition,  began  to  (Trip  in  his 
turn,  when  he  was  undeceived  by  Fa- 
thom, who'  put  the  right  interpretation 
upon  the  count's  behaviour,. and  begged 
tfiat  rtie  affjifr  might  be  cOnr>piomile<lt 
By  this  time  the  Weftphaiian  recofer^d 
the  ufe  of  his  fotgne,  andwithrtarty* 
threats  and  imprecation^  defued  ihey 
would  take  noitce  how  falfeiy  h^  WAd* 
been  afpeded,  and  do  Kim  jutficein  ef- 
poufingbit  claim  to  the  damiel  in  k^iHC- 
tion. 

Before  the  compliny  ha4  ^fnM  or-  in- 
clination  to  iitKidI  thMt^lfM^im^ilb^ 
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qiMtiU,.  Kii'ortMMAiobAfflNk'tlMil'fW' 
pcefim  who  wit  not  a  mere  Gfrnnaa . 
wouid  ever  dream  of  forc»ii|^tbe  iiKliaft*- , 
tiom  of  a  prdtty  girl,  whom  theaccidtatt. 
of  fortime  hid  AibjeAed  to  hit  powfpt 
that  fttch  cDnpuliion  was  equivilcnt  to 
the  mofk  cruel  rape  that  could  be  com* 
niitted ;  and  that  .the  ladv-r  avcrfioa  wip 
not  at  all  furprizing^  Wp  to  ^^eakhit^. 
own  feutimentt, .  wm  he  i  womiiv  of 
pMTupr,  he  would  m  Toon  graaM  faf> 
vourt  to  1  Weftphaliia  hog»  it  to  thc'' 
perfon  of  bis  mtagoilit.  The  Qeriiiin»  • 
enraged  M  thst  compluifon»  waisquite 
abendoned  by  his  patience  and  difcre- 
tioa  t  he  called  the  knight  att  £ng^(k: 
clown,  and  fwearing  he  wat  the  naoft) 
untoward  bcaft  of  i  whole  nation  ot 
mtiiet,  fnatched  up  one  of  the  candle* 
fticJcs,  which  he  launch^  at-  him  with  , 
fach  force  and  vieUncey  that  it;  (ui^. 
throuffh  tbeair,'iaBd*wtngpA{^.it's  flfght . 
into  the  aoti-cfatorabdE^  ci>oikUANi[ed)liie 
ikull  of  hii0«Rftvalct»  wh^wich  i^Mse^^ 
diate  proftneieB'itceiyod  the-  meflagt  of 
hit  mailer.. 

The  knigbt»  that  he  might  not  be  bfi- 
hind-hand^vith  iheWeftphiliai^iii'poiBt' 
of  couiteiy>  reduroed  the  compUmen^* 
with  the  remaining  cbiodeliir^,  whid^ 
alfi>  midbd  it's  mark*  Md  fimfin^  l^fgi^/ 
mic>roar:  that  wat  -  fixed  behin4'  thtip* 
ennned  iticha  emfli  at  ene  might iv^h^ 
to  bear  ii^a  mite  wa*  ipi^ng  •Utne^h  A 
nnalufiidHM  of  gf  ait»  BotS  iig&tt  be« . 
ingthut  extingaiAied,  a  furious c<i|^>K 
ebiaed'  im  the  dark  ;•  the  JtalisM  i«ara* 
pered  off  v«ihinlbiitfi  agilityt  aa^^  ttf' 
went  down  ftairs,  defired  that  n^bodft 
would  ii'tfr|^le,  bediufe  it  wis.  ^;^- 
flur  of  honour^  which  could  not  be  made 
iif.  The  ladiet .  confulled  theic  fafetiT: 
in  flight)  CouAt  Fathom.  Aiiy  retiti^d^ 
to>  one  comer  of  the  room^  while  the; 
abb^  having  upon  bin  the  itrrovt  of^ 
thexemmiffiufltt  endeavoured  to<j|ppeaJf 
and  part  the  combatintt}  and  m  thf. 
atteaipt  fuftsined  i  random  blow  upmok. 
hit  noie,.  which  fent  him  howling  iata; 
the  other  chamber,  where  iuid*»g,.hit 
band  belbicared  with  hit  o;vn  bloo4»  be< 
began  to  caper  about  the  aft^finent  iiv 
a*  tranfport  of  ragt  and  veifitiog. 

Meanwhile^  the  oldgeDtle>A;o.map  W;^ 
isg^aiarmed  with  the  noiTe  f>f  tb«  burle^; 
aud  apprehcn6v!f  that-  it  would  «nd  in- 
murder,  t9  the  t^i^nger  and  4^icred%or 
herfeffandCaiaiiily,  usaniediat^y  muit^rr 
ed-  u^  her  mynnidona,  jof  wW>m  (he  kL-] 
wiyrretsijipd  i  for^iid^le  baud>j|\ajid^ 
I  puiung 
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f*tting''*h4rftlf  at  their  faad,  ligkled 
them  to  thft  foeneof  uprMrs  Fecsdinand, 
who  had  hitherto  ubfayeU  a  Arid  aeu* 
ttiality,  no  foono'  perceived  them  ap* 
pRMich,  .than  he  leaped  In  between  the 
.  difpulants,  that  he  misht  be  found  a£i* 
ifi^  in  the  chara6:er  o?  a  peace-maker  ^ 
and,  indeed,  by  this-  time  vifkory  had 
deckifed  for  the  baronet,  who  had  treat- 
ed bia  enfagonHI  Mrkhr-a  crofii-fauttock, 
which*  hid  bim  «lnftoft  breathlers  on  the 
fl<oor.  The  vi£lor  was  prevailed  upon, 
by  the  intreaties  of  Fathom,  to  quit  the 
Md  of  battle,  aini  adjourn  into  another 
room,  where  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour 
hto  received  a  billet  from  the  count,  do- 
f^ng  him  to  itngle  combat  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Flanders,  at  an  appointed  time 
and  place.  The  chaUen|e  was*  imma- 
diately  tccepted  by  the  kn%ht  ^  who,  be- 
liig  mufhcdwith  coiM{ueft,  treated  his 
ndveiwry  ^th  great  contempt* 
'  *  Bjkiwxtday,'  when  the  fumes jof  the 
Borgtady  were -cpiite  exhaled,  and  the 
ad»wmife  recurred  to  his  remembrance 
and  fober  reflexion,  he  waited  upon  our 
ad^feifturar  at  bis*  lodgings,  andloiidted 
htS'^adtiee  in  Aich  a  manner^  as  gave 
bim  Tound^ftand  that  he  .looked  upon 
iHrtiat  bad  happened  a»a  drunken  .brawl, 
wbicb  ought  to  bave«oferio«»conie- 
qnencev.  Fatliom,  forsfeein|p  that  the 
aflMr  might  be  managediicirbis  ovm  im* 
tirefty  profefTed  l^imlm  of  the  baronct'e 
opinion  i  aurd  without  befitation . undent 
tMs  «b^  «fiUe  oi  a  mcdiatoi^  affuring 
biapiMfpal,  that  hia  honour' fliould 
t^ct  m&  ftain  ini  tlie  cotirie.of  his  x^tgon 

tii^tion.-  .» 

-HiMilg  •  received  the  S^gitfliman'a 
aiHtno^Mgraents  for  this  inftance  of 
Diendfhipi  he  forthwith  ftt  out>ibr  the 
}A^ce  of  ibe  Gectoan's  babita^on,  and 
imderfbttding  be  vras^Aill  afieep,  in- 
filled upoA  bis  beiiig  ioMae^JAtely  waked 
sM  ttrid,  that  a  geotic«»n  from  the 
ditVatwr  deiired  to  (eeiiim  upon  bufi* 
iiifs.  of ^importtnce,  which  could  not  be 
delayed.  'Accordingly,  his  vakt.de 
cbainbre,  prefled  by  Fathom's  impor- 
ttinities'^nd  remonftrances,  watured  to 
^iii  iemd)  (hsk&tlle  count  by  the  flioul-^ 
dttj  when  tbh  fiirious  Tcntoniap,  ftiU 
^HitH  by  the  fever  of  the  preceding 
mght,  leaped  out  of  bed  in  a  fcenzy, 
aftdicHing  bis  fword  that  Jay.  upon  a 
tabflt  would  have  fevecely  punifhed  the 
prelum^^tion  of  his  fervant,  had  not  he. 
bct!ki^ltpined  by  the  entrance^of  Fee* 
<RQtad|  >^i4kO|  -vritb  ^pereasptuqr  s:ouaw 


teii«Bce,.fl;«re  bioi  t»  updcrftamd  thiC 
the  valet  bad  aAed  at  bis  immediate  in- 
ftigation  $  and  that  be  was  come,  as  the 
£nglifliroan*s  friend,  to  concert  with 
him  proper  meafu^  for  keeping  the  ap- 
pointment they  had  made  at  their  laft 
roectii^. 

This  meflage  efTcflually  calmed  the 
German,  who  was  not  a  little  mortified 
to  find  himfelf  fo  difa^reeably  difturbed* 
Hecould  not  lielp  purimg  the  impatience 
of  his  antagunill,  and  even  hinting,  that 
be  would  have  a^ed  more  like  a  gentle- 
man and  good  Cbriftian,  inexpreifinga 
defare  of  ieeing  the  affair  accommodated, 
as  be  knew  bimfelf  to  be  the  aggreiibr, 
coplequently  the  firlt  offender  aninft 
the  laws  of  poiitenefs  and  good  fdlow- 
(hip*  Fathom  finding  him  in  a  fk  tern- . 
per  of  mind,  took  the  opportunity  of 
afienting  to  the  reafonablenefs  of  his  ob- 
fcrvation :  he  ventured  to  condemn  the 
impetuofity  of  tt\e  baronet;  who,  he 
perceived,  was  extremely  nice  and  Icru- 
puloua  in  the  pun^iiios  of  honour  j  and 
iiiiU  it  was  pity  that  two  ^ntlemen 
fiiottld  forfeit  each  otlier's  triendfiiip, 
much  lefs  expofe  their  lives,  for  i'uch  a 
frivolous  caufe.  «  My  dear  comu/ 
cried  the  .Weftphalian,  •  }  am  charing 
'  to  find  your  fentiments  fo  confoinia- 

*  ble  to  my  ow^;  in  an  honoui\tble 
'.caufe.  I  defpiie  all  danger  ^  my  cou- 

*  rage,  thank  Heaven  1  has  been  inini- 
'./efied  in  many  publick  engagements, 

*  as  well  as  in  private  rencounters  i  but 

*  to  break  with  my  friend,  whole  emi- 

*  nent  virtyuis  1  admire,  and  even  to  feek 

*  his  Jtfe  ot>  iUch  a  fcandalous  occa- 

*  fion>  for  a  Utile  infignifkant  whore,. 
'  who,  I  fu|)pore,  took  the  advantage 
*.  of  our  in^xication  to  foment  the  quar- 
'-•relt  by  Heaven,  my  conicience  can* 
*'  notdig^it  itt' 

Having  exprcfl^d  himfelf  tu  this  pur- 
pose, he  waited  impatiently  for  the  re- 
ply of  Ferdinand  i  who,  after  a  pauie 
of  delibei'ation,  offered  his  fervices  in 
the  way  of  meiiiatioii ;  though^  he  ob- 
ferved,  it  was  a  matter  of  great  delica- 
cy«  and  tlie  event  altogetlier  uncertain • 
'  Neverthelefs,*  added  our  adventuier, 

*  I  will  ilriye  t^  appeafe  the  knight^ 

<  who  I  hope  will  $e  induced  by  my. 

*  rernonlhances  to  forget  the  unlucky. 
'  accident  wliich  fa^th  fo  difagrceablyt 

<  interrupted  your  mutual  &iendfliip.* 
The  German  thanked  him  for  this  prooC 
of  his^regardj  .which  yielded  him  noore 
fi4Ki#&&iAa  9Rr^cf;oyat  o(,  the  chevalier 
,  fihaa' 
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tfian  of  Iraifelf!  *  To^  by  the  tmnh^  <tf 

*  my  fathers  ••  cried  he,  •  I  hate  fo  \kt\t 

*  concern  for  my  perfoikal  fafety,  that 

*  if  my  honour  were  intei^fted^  I  durft 

*  oppofe  myfelf  fingly  to  the  whole  ban 

*  ot  the  empire ;  and  I  am  now  ready, 

*  if  the  chevalier  requires  it,  to  tive 

*  him  the  rendezvous  in  the  foreft  of 

*  Senlis,  either  on  horfeback  or  on  foot, 

*  where  this  conteft  may  be  terminated 

*  with  the  life  of  one  or  both  of  us.* 
Count  Fathom,  with  a  viewtochaf- 

tife  the  Weftphalian  for  this  rhodomon- 
tade,  told  liim  with  a  mortifying  air  of 
indifference,  that  if  they  were  both  bent 
upon  taking  the  field,  hs  would  fave 
himfelf  the  trouble  of  interpofmg  farther 
in  the  affair  i  and  deiired  to  know  the 
hour  at  which  it  would  fuit  him  to  take 
the  air  with  the  baronet:  the  other,  not 
a  iittle  embarrafied  by  this  queftion,  fald, 
with  a  faultering  tonfi;ue,  he  fhoutd  be 
proud  to  obey  the  chevalier's  orders  4 
but  at  the  fiime  time  owned  he  fliould 
be  much  better  pleafcd  if  our  hero  wou^d 
execute  the  pacifick  propofal  he  had 
made.  Fathom  accordmgfy  proniifed  to 
cjtert  himfelf  for  that  purpofe,  and  return- 
ed to  the  knight,  with  whom  he  affumed 
the  merit  of  having  tranquilized  the 
rage  of  an  incenled  barbarinn,  who  was 
now  dtfpofed  to  a  reconciliation  upon 
equal  terms  :  the  baronet  overwhelmed 
him  with  carefles  and  compliments  upon 
his  friendfhip  and  addrelsj  the  parties 
met  that  fame  forenoon,  as  if  by  acci- 
dent, in  Fathom^  apartment,  whera 
they  embraced  each  other  cordial  I  v,  ex- 
changed apologies,  and  renewed  their 
fbnner  correfpondeiice. 

Our  adventurer  thought  he  had  good 
reafon  to  congratulate  himfelf  upon 
the  part  he  a&ed  in  this  pacification  s  ' 
he  was  treated  by  both  with  (ignal 
marks  of  panicular  affe^ion  and  efteem. 
The  count  prefled  him  to  accept,  as  a 
token  of  hjs  attachment,  a  iword  of 
very  airious  workmanfhip,  which  he 
had  received  in  a  prefent  from  a  certain 
prince  of  theempire:  the  kniijht  forced 
vpon  hi«  finger  a  very  fplendid  diamond 
ring,  as  a  teftimony  of  his  gratitude 
and  «(leem  t  but  there  was'  ftill  Another 
perfbn  to  be  appealed,  before  the  peace 
of  the  whole  company  could  be  eftablifli- 
ed  ;  this  w'as  no  otner  than  the  abb^, 
from  whom  each  of  the  i*conciled  friends 
received  at  dinner  a  billet  couclusd  in 
Cheie  words* 


'  T  Haw  tSie  honour  fo  liONBt  thrill* 

"^  *  finite  chagrin  and  nortMcatM 

'  that  compels  me  to  addfefs  myfelf  m 

*  thit  manner  to  a  perfon  of  jour  rank 

*  and  eminence,  wtram  I  fhouid  do  my. 

<  fblf  thii  plesAire  of  vwiting  vpon  ni 

*  perlbn,  were  f  not  pMvcnted  by  the 
'  misforttine  of  my  nofe,  which  was 

*  laft  night  mofl^  cmelly  difarranged| 

<  by  a  violent  oomu^Utn  I  had  the  ho- 

*  nomr  to  reeeive,  in  attempting  to  com- 

*  pofe  that  unhappy /r«r«/ at  the  hoofe 

*  of  Madam  La  Maqoerelle  |  and  what 
'puts  the  finifhing  ftroke  to  my  mif- 

<  hap  is,  my  bei^ng  rendered  incapaMo 
'  of  keeping  three  or  four  affignatiofif 
'  with  ladies  of  fathioh,  by  whom  I 

*  have  the  honour  to  he  particularly 

*  efteemed.  The  disilgorattoil  of  my 
'  nofe,  the  pain  I  have  undergone,  with 

*  the  difcompofure  of  brain  which  it 

*  produced,  I  could  bear  as  a  philofo- 

*  P^i  but  the  difappotntment  of  the 

*  ladies  my  glory  will  not  permit  me  to 

*  overlook:  and,  as  you  know  the  tnjmy 

*  was  fufbined  in  your  fervice,  I  have 

*  the  pleafure  to  hope  you  will  not  re« 
'  fufe  to  grant  fuch  reparation  as  will 

*  be  acceptable  to  a  gentleman  who  has 

*  the  honour  to  be,    with   inviolable 

*  attachment.  Sir,   your  moft  devoted 

*  flave, 

«  Phpin  Clothairb  Chaklp. 
*  H£Nai    Louis    BAaNA3f 

'   P£FU>1XB^.* 

This  eptfUe  was  fo  equivocal,  that 
the  perfpns  jCp  whoi^  it  wm  addrefftd, 
did  not  know  whe^er  or  not  they  ought 
to  interpret  the  contents  into  a  chal- 
lenge ;  when  our  hero  obferved,  that  - 
the  ambiguity  of  his  expreflions  plainly 
proved  there  was  a  door  left  open  for 
accommodation }  and  propofed  that  they 
fhould  forthwith  vifit  the  writer  at  his 
own  apartment  I  they  accordingly  fbl- 
lowed  his  advice,  and  found  the  ahb6 
in  his  morning  gown  and  flippers,  wkh 
th/ee  huge  night- caps  en  his  head,  and 
a  crape  hat-band  tied  over  the  middle 
of  his  fa^e^  hy  way  of  bandage  to  his 
noje,  fht  recyivi^d  his  vifitors  with  the 
mfi/^  rtdiculoua  fbiemnity,  being  flill  a 
i^ran^er  to  the  purport  of  their  errand ; 
but  fboii  as  the  Weftphalian  decfafed 
they  were  come  in  confequence  AT  his 
billet,  in  order  to  afk  pardon  forthetm- 
defigned  offence  they  had  given,  his 
la  leitvlirs 


JWKffitNANP  ;COm)T  iPAfTITOItl. 


l6£ 

.failUlf  I  i)»j|twd-!thiif>0atiwrii  vi^qity, 

T)»«OtUKy  C9iHi«M  Hjin  .won  tDc  evil 
.pijgbt  of  ibb.iwfQ}  ami  uwag  feme 
rin9rJU'U|»QnlM»  i^irt,  aflcfd  with  fefin- 
ing  c9iMrs»  tf  he  h^  jpft  any  bipod 
,  io  the  aficay.  Ta  this  interrogation  1m 
^itfMf4t  that  he  had  Hill  a  fiiffictait 
laoaotiiy  left  for  the  occafiojis  of :  hie 
.  friends  i  and  ihat  he  .ihould  deem  it  bis 
fffsit6&  ^iQry  to  expend  the  la^l  drop  of 
•  It  in  thairftryice. 

^^IfCA's  being  £hus  amicably  adjufied, 

-  lihey  prevailed  upon  him  to.  uocafe  ,his 

nole,  which  retained  no  figns  of  the 

oiai;9ge  he  had  fv^ered  j  and  theamufe- 

.mcQtt  of. the  day  were  concerted.    It 

^«<aa.in  fi«»ft<)pence  of  this  plan,  that 

.after  the  comedy  they  were  entertiincd 

at  the  fount's  lodgings*  where  quadrille 

was  prcfiofed  by  th«  abbe,. as  the  moft 

innqcea^  paiime*  and  thepropofal  was 

.  immediately  embraced  by  all  prefent ; 

^ad  by  none  with  more  alacrity  than  by 

p^r  advc9tMrer»  who  without  putting 

.  JForth  a  mpiety  of  his  terror,  went  home 

yvith  twea^  louis  clear  eain|  though 

far  fiom  believing  himfelfgreatly  fupe- 

rior  to  the  reft  of  the  party  in  the  arti<> 

iiccs  of  play,  he  luftly  fufpe^ed  tliat 

they  had  concealed  their  ikill,  with  a 

View  of  gripping  him  on  ibme  other  oc» 

cafion  ;  for  tie  could  not  fuppofe  that 

^rfons  of  their  figure-  and  character, 

ihould  be,  in  reality,  fi^ch  poyices  as 

fhcy  affp^ed  to  appear. 


C  HAP.    XXIV. 

il£  QVBRLOOKS  THS  ADVANCES  Of 
HIS  FRIBNDS,  AK,D  $|4ARTS  SB- 
Vfil^BLY  f  b|L  HIS  VBOLECT. 

STEELED  with  this  cautious  max- 
imy  be  guarded  bimfelf  from  their 
united  endeatours,  in  iuadi  y  fubfequent 
kttackS|  by  which  bis  61  it  cooje^lure 
was  confirm^,  ftod  ftiU  (?ame  ofF  con- 
oueror,  by^irtue  of  his  ijnparaljeled 
jnefle  an4  difcrvrtlon :  till  at  length  they 
kerned  to  dcfpair  of  nocking  him  tbeii* 
prey,  and  the  count  began  t6  drop  fome 
fkincs,  amp0rtin|r  a  deiire  of  feeing  him 
tnore  clofely  otiited  to  the  views  and  in- 
^rift  of  t1>eir  triumvirate.  But  Ferdi- 
.jiandt  wl)owat  altogether  fcl/i(h,,and 
^ite  Solitary  in  his  profpeAs,  difcou- 
.  l^adLall  thgfe  adyafices,  being  refolvcd 


ilptia4e«npanbiaown  bottjOttfO^,.!!^ 

to.pxoid  all  (iich  conne^uxn'a'.witli  an|r 
^perfon  or  fociety  wha^evcir}  much  mote 
.with  a  .(et  of  raw  ,advcnturera»  wbo(e 
talents.he  defpifed.  'Witli  thei'e  fcnti- 
mei\(s,  he  ftiil  maintaloed  the  digi^ttf 
and  refecye  of  nis  dvA  appearance  t- 
mong  them,  and  rather  inbinced  than 
diminiihed  thatideaof  impoitAnce  whi^ 
he  bad  infpired  at  the  beginning  i  be* 
caufe,  befides  his  other  qualifications, 
they  gave  .him  credit  for  the  addrefs 
with  which  be  kept  himfelf  liijierior  to 
their  united  deiigns. 

While  he  thus  enjoyed  his  pre-emi- 
nence, together  with  tlie  Jruiu  of  his 
fuccei's  at  play,  which  he  managed  lb 
difcreetly  as  never  to  incur  the  leputa* 
tion  of  an  adventurer;  he  one  day 
chanced  to  be  at  the  ordinary,  when  t£e 
company  was  furprized  by  the  entrance 
of  fuch  a  figure  as  had  never,  appeared 
before  in  that  place.  This  was  no  other 
than  a  perfon  nabited  in  the  exa£^  uni> 
form  ot  an  Englifti  jockey.  His  lea* 
theru  cap,  cut  bob,  fuftian  frock«  flan* 
,nel  waiucoat,  buiF  breeches,  hunting- 
boots  and  whip,  were  fufficient  of  them  - 
fdves  to  furniHi  out  a  phxoomenon  for 
the  admiration  of  all  Paris  3  but  thele 
peculiarities  were  rendeied  ftill  more 
confpicuous  by  the  behaviour  of  the 
man  who  owned  them.  When  be  croflf- 
ed  the  threfliold  of  the  outward  door, 
he  produced  fuch  a  found  Crura  the 
fmack  of  his  whip^  as  eoualled  the 
explofion  of  an  ordinary  coKom  i  .and 
then  broke  forth  into  the  halloo  of  a 
fox -hunter,  which  he  uttered  with  all 
it*8  variations,  in  a  Arain.of  vocife- 
ration that  feemed  to  aftoni^  and  con- 
found the  whole  aflembly,  to.^-hom  he 
.  introduced  himfelf  and  his  fpaniel,  by 
exclaiming,  in  a  tone  fomethlnglefs  me- 
lodious than  the  cry  of  mackarel  or  live 
cod  c  *  By  your  Uave,  geutlevolks  I  I 

*  hope  there's  no  offence  in  an  honeft 
'  plain  EngUlhi nan's  coming  with  mo- 

*  ney  in  his  pocket  to  ta((e  a  bit  of  your 

*  Vrench  frigai^e  and  ragooae.' 

Th^s  declaration  was  made  ip  fuch,? 
wild,  fnniaftii:?!  manner,  that  the  great- 
eft  part  ot|  the  pcjrnpany  miftook  bim  for 
fomt  lavage  monfter  or  roaniack,  and 
conlulted  their  iafety  by  parting  up  fn^ 
table,  and  drawing  their  fwords.  Toe 
Engliftiman  iecinjgiuch  a  martial  appara- 
tus produced  a^amlt  him*  recoiled  twoor 
three  fteps,  faymg,  *  Waunds!  a  believe 
'  *  the  people  are  all  bewitched  1  What 
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'  Is^hei«  nobody  here  ttut  knowt  Sir 

*  3texitbr  Stile,  or  can  fpcak^to  me  in 
<  mj  qmi  lingo  ?*    He  had  no  fooner 

^{unooouoced  thefe  words»  than  the,  ban>- 
petyW^iih  marks  of  ui  finite  farprizc,  ran 
1  towards  him,  ci7ing,  *  Good  Heaven ! 

*  Sir.Stentor!  who  expected  to  meet 
'  with  you  in  Paris  ?*  Upon  which,  the 
other  eyejng  him  very  earoejliy,  *  Od4s 
heartlikensr  cried  he,  <  my  neighbovr 
'  Sir  Giles  Squirrel,  as  J  am  a  living 
«  foul!'  With  thefe  words,  he  flew 
upon  him  like  a  ^ifcf »  kiiied  him  from 
..car. to  ear, .  demolimed  his  periwig,  and 
dlfordered  the  whole  xsconomy  of  his 
drefs,  to  the  no  iknall  entertainment  of 
the  company. 

Having  well  nigh  ftsfled  his  country- 
man with  embraces,  and  befmeared  him- 
felf  with  pulvilie  from  head  to  foot,  be 
proceeded  in  this  manner:  '  Mercy  up- 

*  on  thee,  knight !  iliou  art  fo  traaT- 

*  mographied,  and  bedaubed,  and  be- 

*  dizened,  that  thou  mought  rob  thy 

*  own  mother  without  fear  of  informa- 
«  tion !     Look  ye  here  now,  I  will  be 

*  tni0ed,   if  the  very  bitch  that  was 

<  brought  up  in  thy  own  boforo,  knows 

*  thee  again  1— -Hey,  Sweetlips'  here, 

<  hufTy)  danm  thee,    tuoad,   do*jft  n'*t> 

*  know  thy  old  meafter  ?  £y,  ey,  thou 

<  may'ft  imell  till  Chriftpiass   Vl\  be 

*  bound  to  be  hanged,  knight,  if  the 

*  creature^a  nbfe  an't  foundered  by  the 
«  damned  linking  perfumes  you  haye 


'  got  among  you. 
Th  ' 


Thefe  coi^pliments  being  paft,  the 
two  knights  fat  down  by, one  another ^ 
and  Sir  Stentor  being  a/ked  by  his 
neighbour,  upon  what  errand  he  had 
croUed  the  Tea,  gave  him  to  underhand, 
that  be  had  come  to  France,  in  conie- 
qucnce  of  a  wager  with  Squire  Snaffle, 
who  had  laid  a  thoiifand  pounds,  that 
lie, .  Sir  Stentor,  would  not  travel  to 
Paris  by  himfelf,  and  for  a  whole  monph 
appear  eveiy  day  at  a  certain  hour  in 
the  publick  waliLS,  without  wearing  any 
other  drefs  than  that  in  which  (»  faw 
him.  .'  The  fellow  has  gut  no  more 
<  ftuff'in  his  pate,'  continued  this  polite 
Orangery  *  than  a  jack-afs,  to  think  I 

*  CQuld  not  find  my  way  hither,  tbof  I 
* .  could  not  jabber  your  French  lingp. 

*  £cod  !  the  people  of  this,  country  ^e 

*  •  il^arp  encpugh, fa iind  jput  your  mean- 

*  fUg  wh^nyon  want  ^dipend  any  ^hifig 

*  among  thpn  :  and  as  ^r  the  matter 
^,pt'd^fS|  bo(^rkLn«l  l^r  atbouiknd 
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*  midft  •f  them,  and  (befr  myf»If.witli- 

*  out  any  doatbs  at  nil.    Qdd^s  hsvt! 

<  a  true-bprn  £ngliflim»ii  Q(e4*  >>^  ^ 

*  be  afeard  to  (new  hia  face,  n«r  hit 

<  ba^kfKie  ncithfT,,  with  the bfAFiench- 
«  man  that  ever  trod  Che,  gronnd.  Thof 

<  we  Engliflunen  don*t  bejpitaiAcr  our 

*  doublets  with  gold  and  lUfery  I.be- 

<  lieve  as  bow  we  liaveour  pockets- bcb* 

*  ter  lined  than  moft  of  our  ncighbouray 
'*  and  for  all  my  bit  of  A  filllian  frock, 

*  that  coft  me  in  all  but  imtf  (bilUflfiv 

<  I  believe,  between  you  ud  me^ knight, 

<  I  have  more  dutt  m  j«gr>fob,  .then  nil 

*  thefe  powdeied  fparka.fiit  lotfwher. 

<  ButtheworA  of  the  matter  ia  this| 
■  here  is  no  folid  belly-timber  lA  cUi 

*  country :  one  can*c  have  a  Ai(e  of  a 

*  delicate  HrLainy  or  nice  buttpck  of 
.<  beef,  for  love  or  money.  Apiaenpan 

*  theml  I  could  get  no  eatables  upon 

<  the  ruoad,  but  what  they  call  kmy^ 

<  which  looks  like  the  fefli  of  Pharaoh!a 

*  lean  kine  ftewed  into  rags  and  taiterti 

*  and  then  their  peajohn,  peaioba!  rab- 

*  bet  them,  one  ^woiild  think  every  old 

<  woman  of  thia  kingdom  batched  pi- 

<  geont  from  herown  bodyl* 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  focb  an 
original  fat  unobfeived.    The  French 
and  other  foreigners,  who  had  nevsr 
.been  in  E^glai^,   wer«  fti^ck  dumb 
.,with  amazement  at  the  knight* s  appear- 
ance and  deportment  j  while  the  Engliih 
guefts  were  overwhelmed  with  Iharoe 
and  coofuiion,'  and  kept  a  mod  wary 
£Ienfe,  for  fear  of  being  necognixed  1^ 
.  their  countryman.    As  for  our  adven- 
turer, he  was  inwardly  tmofported  with 
joy  at  iight  of  this  ci»riQ6ty.    He  oon* 
iidered  him  as  a  genainc,  rich  coun- 
try booby,  of  the  right  EngliOi  growth, 
freih  as  imported ;  and  bis  heart  throb- 
.bed  with  rapt.ure  when  be  beard  Sir 
Stentor  value  himlelf  upon  the  lining  cf 
his  pockets  t   be  forrfaw,  indeed,  that 
the  other  knight  wonld  endetvour  to  rr* 
ferve  him  for  his  own  gaipe  \  but  he 
.  viras  too  conicious  of  his  own  accom-' 
plifiments  to  think  he  ihouM  £nd  great 
'difficulty  in  fuperi^Ung  the  iofluenceof 
Sir  Giles. 

Mean  while»  the  new-ceaier  was,  br 
.  his  friend,  ^elpedlo  fome  ragout,  whitfb 
,  pleaded  his  oaiftte  fo .  .wdl^  that .  he  de- 
daj-ed  he  ihovid  ^ow  make  a  hearty 
meal,  for  the  fidt  time  fince  he  had 
'  crolled  the  water ;  .9nd  .while  his  good- 
humour  prevailedi  be  donk  to  cragr 
individual 
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indiiridaftl  shrand  the  table.  Ferdinand 
Jeized  thi$  •pportunity  of  infmuating 
bimlelf  into  his  favour,  by  faying  in 
■Englifiiy  he  was  glad  to  find  there  was 
«ny  thing  in  France  that  was  agreeabre 
CO  Sir  Stentor.  To  this  compliment  the 
knight  replied,  with  an  air  of  furprize : 

*  Wairnas !  I  find  here^s  another  coun- 

*  tryraan  of  mtne,  in  this  here  compa- 

*  Dy.    Sir,  I  am  proud  to  fee  you  with 

*  aU  my  heart.*  So  fpeaicing,  he  thru  ft 
•at  his  right-hand  aczofs  the  table,  and 
hcok  our  hero  by  the  Aft,  with  fuch 
ipioleiicf  of  civility,  as  proved  very  gricv- 
«■$  to  a  French  marquis  $  who,  in  help- 
iDgUmftlftoibop,  wasjoftled  in  fuch 
a  maimer,  as  to  overturn  the  dividing 

in  his  own  bofom.  The  EngliOi- 
leeing  the  mifchief  he  had  pro- 
,  cried«  •  No  offence,  I  hope  V  in 
atai»«f  Yociferation,  which  the  mar- 
ouit  in  all  probabilitv  mifconftrued : 
nr  be  began  to  model  his  features  into 
a*  vary  fubltme  and  peremptory  look; 
when  Fathom  interpreted  the  apology, 
aiMl  at  the  fame  time  informed  Sir  Sten- 
tofy  that  although  he  himfelf  had  not 
the  honour  of  bqng  an  Engliftiman,  he 
bad  alvtrays  entertained  a  moft  particu- 
br  veneration  for  the  country,  and  Jearn- 
cd  the  language  in  confecfuence  of  that 

<  Blood  !*  anfwered  the  knight,  «  I 
think  myielf  the  mora  obliged  to  you 
for  your  kind  opinion,  than  if  you 
was  my  countryman  in  good  eaiTTeft: 
for  there  be  abundance  of  we  Eng- 
lifii,  (no offence,  Sir  Giles  I)  that  feem 
to  be  afhamed  of  thfeir  own  nation, 
•nd  leave  their  homes  to  come  and 
fpcnd  their  fortunes  abroad,  among 
a  parcel  of— you  underftand  me.  Sir 
—a  virord  to  the  wife,  as  the  faying 
is—'  Here  he  was  interrupted  by  an 
article  of  the  fecond  courfe,  that  feemed 
to  give  him  great  difturbaoce :  this  was 
a  roafted  leveret  very  flrong  of  the  fu- 
met,  which. happened  to  be  placed  di- 
itAly  under  his  nofe.  His  fenfe  of 
findling  was  no  fooner  encountered 
by  the  effluvia  of  this  delicious  fare, 
than  he  ftarted  up  from  table,  exclaim- 
ing, <  Odds,  my  liver !   here's  a  piece 

*  of  canrioa,  that  I  Woold  not  offer  to 

*  e'er  a  hounid  in  my  kennel ;  *tis  enough 

*  to  make  any  Chnftian  vomit  both  gut 

*  and  gall*'  And,  indeed,  by  the  wry 
facds  he  made  while  he  ran  to  the  door, 
bia  ilomach  feemcd  ready  to  jultify  this 
laft  affertion* 


The  abbe,  who  concluded  from  thefe 
fymptoms  of  difguft,  that  the  leveret 
was  not  fufficicnfljr  ftale,  began  to  ex- 
hibit marks  of  dikontent,  and  defired 
that  it  might  be  brought  to  the  other 
end  of  the  table  for  his  examination. 
He  accordingly  hung  over  it  with  the 
moft  greedy  apoetitc,  feafting  his  nof- 
trils  with  the  (teams  of  animal  putre- 
faction i  and  at  length  dcclai^  that  the 
morceau  was  paffable,  though  he  owned 
it  would  have  been  highly  perfe^  had 
it  been  kept  another  week.  Ncvertbe- 
lel's,  mouths  were  not  wanting  to  dif- 
cufs  it,  inftpid  as  it  was;  for  in  three 
minutes  there  was  not  a  veftigje  to  be 

•  feen-  of  that  which  bad  offended  the 
organs  of  Sir  Stentor,  who  now  refumed 
his  place,  and  did  juftice  to  the  defiert. 
But  what  he  feemed  to  relifh  better  than 
any  other  part  of  the  entertainment, 
was  the  converfation  of  our  adventurer ; 

•  whom,  after  dinner,  he  begged  to  have 
the  honour  of  treating  with  a  difh  of 
coffee;  to  the  feeming  mortification  of 
his  brother  knight,  over  which  Fathom 
exulted  in  his  own  heart. 

In  ihort,  our  hero,  by  his  affabilfty 
and  engaging  deportment,  immediately 
gained  poifemon  of  Sir  Stentor's  good 
graces;  infomuch,  that  he  defired  to 
crack  a  bottle  with  him  in  the  eveninjg;, 
and  theY  repaired  to  an  auberge,  whi- 
ther his  fellow -knight  accompanied 
them,  not  without  manifef^  figns  of  re- 
lu£lance.  There  the  flraneer  gavc^a 
loofe  to  jollity ;  though  at  firfl:  ne  damned 
the  Burgitndy  as  a  poor,  thin  liquor, 
^hat  ran  through  him  in  a  twinkling;, 
a]3(^  piftead  of  warming,  cooled  his 
heart  and  bowels:  however,  it  inlen- 
fihl'^  fee^ned  to  give  the  lye  to  brs  ijnpo- 
tation  J  for  his  fpirits  ro/e  to  a  more 
elevated  pitch  of  mirth  aiid  good  fd- 
lowfliip  }  he  ftjng,  or  rather  roared,  tfac 
Early  Horn,  fo  as  to  alarm  the  whole 
neighbourhood,  and  began  to  flabber 
his  companions,  with  a  moft  bear-like 
affection.  Yet,  whatever  haf^e  he  made 
to  the  goal  of  ebritrty,  he  ^^s  diftanced 
by  his  brother  baronet ;  who,  froni  the 
beginning  of  the  party,  had  made'  Ijt* 
tie  other  ufe  of  his  mouthy  than  to  re- 
ceive the  glafs,  and  now  funk  down 
upon  the  floor,  in  a  flate  qf  temporajy 
annihilation. 

He  was  immediately  carried  to  bed 
by  the  dirc£Bon  of  Ferdinax^d,  who  now 
faw  himfelf  in  a  ttianner  poffeflbr  of 
that  mine,  to  which  he  had  made  facb 

eager 
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mpr  ftnd  artful  tdvanecs'.  That  he 
mii^t,  theivfore,  cany  on  the  approachet 
io  the  fame  cautiout  manner,  he  era* 
dually  (hook  oS  the  trammels  oi  To- 
^*^y»  gave  a  loofe  to  that  fpuit  of 
freedom,  which  good  liquor  commonly 
iaTpires*  and  ui  the  familiarity  of  druink- 
fnnefty  owned  himieif  head  of  a  noble 
family  of  Poland,  from  yrhich  he  had 
been  obliged  to  abfent  himfelf  on  ac- 
couBt  cMf  an  aiiair  of  honour,  not  yet 
compromised  • 

Having  made  this  confeflion,  and 
laid  ftrong  injunctions  of  iecrely  upon 
Sir  Stentor,  his  countenance  reemed  to 
acquire  from  every  fucceeding  glafs  a 
new  fymotom  of  intoxication  i  they  re- 
newed their  embraces,  fwore  eternal 
friendship  from  that  day,  and  fwallowed 
freih  bumpers,  till  both  being  in  all  ap- 
pearance quite  overpoweredT  they  be« 
gan  to  yawn  in  concert,  and  even  nod 
in  their  chairs.  The  knight  Teemed 
to  refeiit  the  attacks  of  dumber,  as  lb 
many  ioipeninent  attempts  to  interrupt 
their  eatertainment)  he  curfed  his  own 
propenfity  to  ileep,  imputing  It  to  the 
damned  Frenicb  climate,  ajn^i  piopoJed 
to  engage  in  fome  paftime  that  would 
keep  them  awake.  *  Odds  fledi  V  cried 
the  Briton,  'jwhen  Vm  at  home,  I  defy 

*  all  the  devils  in  hell  to  fallen  my  eye- 
«  lids  together,  if  fo  be  as  I  am  other- 

*  wife  inclined.  Fortherc*s  mother,  and 

*  filter  Nan,  and  brother  Numps,  and 
'I,    continue  to    divert   ourfeWes   at 

*  all'fours,  brag,  cribbidge,  tetotum, 

*  bufsle-cap,  and  chuck- vailhingi  and 
«  tho*f  I  lay  it,  that  fhould  n't  fay  it, 

*  I  won't  turn  my  back  to  e'er  a  he  in 
■  England,  at  any  of  tbefe  paftiroes : 

*  and  lb,  count,  if  you  are  To  difpofed,  I 

*  am  your  man,  (that  is,  in  the  way  of 
'  friendfliip)  at    which   of  thefe  you 

*  ihall  pleafe  to  pitch  upon/ 

To  this  propofal  Fathom  replied,  he 
was  quite  ignorant  of  all  the  games  he 
had  mentioned  j  but,  in  order  to  amufe 
Sir  Steo^r,  he  would  play  with  him  at 
lanfquenet,  for  a  trifle,  as  he  had  laid 
it  down  for  a  maxim,  to  rlHc  nothing 
conliderable  at  play.  '  WaumlsT  an- 
fwered  the  knight,  *  I  hope  you  don't 

*  think   I  come  here  in  quett  of  mo- 
^  ney.  '  Thank  God  \  I  have  a  good 

*  landed  eiUte   worth   Ave  thoufand  a 
A  year,  and  owe  no  man  a  halfpenny ; 

*  and  1  queftion  whether  there  be  many 

*  counts  in  your  nation,  (no  offence,  I 

*  hope  I }  that  can  fay  a  bolder  word. 


«  As  for  your  lambfluM-nely  I  know 
^^  nothing  of  tha  matter  1  bat  I  wili  tola 
<  up  with  you  for  a  guiitea,  cxola  or  pilc^ 

*  as  the  faying  is  $  or  if  there  is  fudi  ^ 
'  thing  in  this  country  as  a  box  and 

*  dice,  I  love  to  hear  the  bones  rattly 
'  ibmetimes.* 

Fathom  found  Ibme  difiiculty  inconr 
cealing  his  joy,  at  the  mention  of  thia 
\a£t  amulement,  which  had  been  one  of 
bis  chief  ftudies,,  and  in  which  |ie  ha4 
madefuch  progre(s,  that  he  oould  cal«* 
eulate  all  the  chances  with  the  utmol^ 
exa6tners  and  certainty.  However,  b^ 
made  fliift  to  comain  him(elf  withtq 
due  bounds,  an'd  with  fecming  indifle<> 
rence,  confented  to  pafs  away. an  boujf 
at  hazard,  provided  the  in9pieinent% 
could  be  procured.  Accordingly,  the 
landlord  was  coaTulted,  and  their  defir^ 
gratified  $  the  dice  were  pnaduoed,  an4 
the  table  lefounded  with,  the  eStdt  of 
tlieir  mutual  eagernefs.  Fortune,  at 
firft,  decUred  for  the  Engltihman,  who 
was  permitted  by  our  adventurer  10  win 
twenty  broad  pieces;  and  he  was  (» 
elated  with  his  fuccefs,  as  to  accomyapy 
every  lucky  throw  with  a  loud  burft  of 
laughter,  and  other  lavage  and  limply 
manifetlatioQsof  exceilivejoy,  exdaim- 
ing  in  a  tone  fontethiiig  lefs  fwcet  thai) 
the  bellowing  of  a  bull,  *  Now  for  the 
'  main,  count :  odd  !  here  they  conne  | 

*  here  are  the  feven  black  ft<irs»  i'faith. 

*  Come  along  my  yellow- boys.  Odds 
'  heart !  I  never  liked  t^  face  of  Louia 

*  before.' 

Fathom  drew  happy  preiages  from 
thefe  boyifh  raptures  $  and  after  having 
bdulged  them  for  i'ovnc  time,  began  to 
avail  himfelf  of  his/arichmetick,  in 
confequence  of  which  the  kaight  was 
obliged  to  refund  the  greateft  part  of 
his  winning  :  then  he  altered  his  not^ 
and  became  as  intemperate  in  his  cha* 
^rin,  as  he  had  been  before  immoderate 
in  his  mirth.  He  curled  himfelf  and 
his  whole  geneiation,  damned  his  bad 
luck,  Aamped  with  his  feet  npon  the 
floor,  and  challenged  Ferdinand  to  dou- 
ble dakes.  This  was  a  very  welcome 
proppfal  to  our  hero,  who  found  Sir 
Stcntor,  juft  fuch  a  I'ubjedl  as  he  had 
long  dedred  to  encounter  with}  the 
more  the  Englifhman  laid,  the  more 
he  loft ;  and  Fathom  took  care  to  in- 
flame his  paiRons,  by  certain  well* 
timed  farcal'ms  upon  his  want  of  judgf 
ment,  till  at  length  he  became  quite  out* 
rageous,  fwore  the  dice  were  falle,  and 

threw 
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fl^  hit  pdrrh^gy  and  coiiimitttd  it  to' 
the  fiatne*!  fikibe  With  th«f  nidft  ranco- 
ibitt  coDt0m|>t'  of  hU'  adverftryV  fkHl/ 
mlUkmg  upon  his  halving  ftripi^d  many 
abetter  man^  for  all  he  was  a  count, 
mnd  threatening  that  before  they*  paHed^ 
liff  (hould  not  on]y  look  like  a  Pole,  but 
a0fo  fmell  like  a^lecat. 

This  was  a  (pint  which  ouradven* 
Airer  induflHoUujr  kept  up,  obArving^ 
that  the  Bnglifh  were  dupes  to  all  the 
world }  and  that  in  point  of  genius  and 
iddrefs,  they  were  no  more  than  noify 
Inra»adocio8.  In  flidrt,  another  pair 
of  di^  was  procured ;  the  ftakes  w«*re 
igain  raifed,  and  after  feveral  vicifli^ 
hides,-  fortune  declared  fo  much  in  fa- 
vour of  the  knirht,  that  Fathom  loft 
ill  the  money  in  his  pocket,  amotmting 
to  a  pretty  confiderable  fum.  By  this 
idme,  he  was  warmed  into  uncommoii 
eagemefsand  impatience  ^  beinff  equally 
ptqUed  at  the  fucceft  and  pi^ovoking  ex- 
ultations of  his  antagonift,  whom  he 
aow  invited  to  his  lodgings,  in  order  to 
decide'  the  conttt(.  Sir  Stentor  com- 
plied with  his  requeft ;  the  difpute  was 
ftnewed  with  various  fuccefs,  till  to^ 
wards  day- light,  Ferdinand  faw  thi^ 
noify^  raw,  unexperienced  fimpleton, 
carry  off  all  his  ready-cafl),  together 
with  his  jewels,  and  almoft  every  thing 
that  was  valuable  about  his  perfon  j  and, 
to  crown  the  whole,  the  viaor  at  part- 
ing, told  him  wid)  a  mod  intolerable 
iheer,  that  fo  foon  as  the  count  ihould 
lecetve  another  remittance  from  Poland, 
he  would  give  him  his  revenge. 


CHAP.    XXV. 

ai  BEARS  HIS  FATB  LIKE  A  PHI- 
LOSOPHBIt,  ANDC0NTRACT8  AC- 
^^TAniTAirCB  WITH  A  VERY  RE- 
VARKABLB  PERSONAGE. 

THIS  was  a  proper  fubjefl  for  our 
hero  to  moralize  upon ;  and  ac- 
cordingly, it  did  not  pal's  without  his 
reqMirks }  he  found  himfelf  fairly  foiled 
«t  his  own  weapons,  reduced  to  indi* 
ice  in  a  foreign  land ;  and,  what  he 
liefly  regretted,  robbed  of  all  thofe 

Say  expe^ations  be  had  indulged  from 
is  own  fuppofed  excellence  in  tl^  wiles 
of  fraud  t  for,  upon  a  little  recolleAipn, 
he  plainly  perceived  he  had  fallen  a  fa- 
crince  to  the  confederacy  he  had  refufed 
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tbj|diii;'and^d»inC  at  til  dodk^fi^ 
the  dice  ^txt  Itmd^  for  his -d^ftnifibii. 
But  inflead  of  betting  his  baKi  a^nl^ 
the  wall,  teaHhg  his 'hair,  imprecating; 
vain  curies  upon' Idrnfelf;  or  betraying 
other  frantick  fymptoms  of  defpair,  he 
refetred  to  accommodate  hiirfftlf  to  hiiT 
fitc,  and  profit  by  the  leflbn  he  had  fi> 
dearly  bought. 

With  this  intention,  hfc  immediaseiy 
diflnifled  his  valet,  quitted  hit  lodging), 
retired  to  an  obfcure  ftreet  on  theotho* 
(id€  of  the  rivei',  ;ind  covering  one  eye 
with  a  large  patch  of  black  filk,  pre- 
fehred  himfelf  in  ouhlity  of  a  moHciato, 
to  the  director  o f  me  opera  s  who,  upon 
hearing  a  trial  of  his  Ikill,  received  moi 
into  the  band  without  farther  quellioB. 
While  he  continiled  in  this  fituation, 
he  not  only  improved  his  tafte  and  ex- 
ecution in  muttck,  bat  likewife  found 
frequent  opportunities  to  extend'  hia 
knowledge  of  mankind;  for,  befides 
the  employment  he  exerci^  in  pubKck^ 
he  was  often  concerned  in  private  con- 
certs that  were  given  in  the  hotels  of 
noblemen }  by  which  means  he  became 
more  and  more  acquainted  with  the  per- 
fons,  manners,  and  charafiers  of  high 
life,  which  he  contemplated  with  the 
moft  induftrious  attention,  as  a  fpefta- 
tor,  who  being  altogether  unconcerned 
in  the  performance,  is  at  more  liberty 
to  obferve  and  enjoy  the  particnlars  of 
the  entertainment.  j 

It  was  in  one  of  thofe  affemblies  h6 
had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  his  friend  Sir 
Stentor,  drefl^d  in  the  moft  faihionabld 
manner,  and  behaving  with  all  the 
overftraii[ied  policefle  ofa  native  French- 
man |  he  was  accompanied  by  his  bro- 
ther knight,  and  the  abbe ;  and  this 
triuAivirate,  even  in  Fathom *8  hearingl 
gave  a  moft  ludicrous  detail  of  the  6- 
nede  they  had  praflifed  upon  the  Po- 
lifli  count,  to  their  entertainer,  whb  was 
ambaflador  from  a  certain  court,  and 
made  himfelf  extremely  oierry  with  the 
particulars  of  the  relation.  Indeed,  they 
made  (hift  to  defcnbe  fome  of  the  cir- 
'cumftances  in  fuch  a  ridiculous  light, 
that  our  adventurer  hiinlelf,  fmarting 
as  be  was  with  the'  difgrace,  could  not 
help  laughing  in  (ecret  at  the  account* 
He  afterwards  made  it  hisbufinefs  to 
enquiie  into  the  charafiers  of  the  tw6 
Brttiih  knights }  and  underftood  thci 
werenotonous  (harpers,  who  had  copte 
abroad  for  the  good  of  their  couatnf, 
and  now  huotMl  in  eouph  amq^g  a 
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Wrtnth  pack  that  difpcrfcd  themfcltet 
through  the  puhlick  ordinaries,  walks, 
«hd  rpe6lac1es.  In  order  to  make  a  prey 
of  incautious  rtrangers. 
•  The  pride  of  Ferdinand  was  piqued 
«t  this  information ;  and  he  was  even* 
animated  with  the  defire  of  making  re - 

Srifals  upon  this  fraternity,  from  which 
e  ardently  longed  to  retrieve  his  honour 
and  effeas  *.  but  the  iflue  of  his  laft  ad- 
venture had  reinforced  his  caution;  and 
for  the  prefcn%  he  found  means  to  fup- 
wefs  the  di6)ates  of  his  avarice  and  am- 
bition; refolving  to  employ  his  whole 
fprnetration  in  reconnoitring  the  ground, 
befere  he  fhonld  venture  to  take  the 
field  again.  He  therefore  continued  to 
aft  the  part  of  a  one  eyed  fidler,  under 
the  name  of  Fadini,  and  lived  with  in- 
credible frugality,  that  he  might  fave  a 
purJc  for  his  fyture  operations.  In  this 
manner  had  he  proceeded  for  the  fpsce 
of  ten  months,  during  which  he  acquir* 
cd  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  city 
of  Paris,  when  his  ciiriofity  was  attract- 
ed by  certain  peculiarities  in  the  appear- 
ance of  a  mnn  who  lived  in  one  of  the 
upper  apartments  belonging  to  the  honfc 
in  which  he  in'mlelf  had  fixed  his  habi- 
tation. 

This  was  a  tall,  thin,  meagre  figure, 
with  a  long  l)jack  Ivard,  an  aquiline 
ttoft,  a  hroAn  (ompltxion,  and  a  mofl 
piercing  vivacity  in  his  cyts  :  he  feemed 
t*>  be  about  the  age  of  fity,  were  the 
Perfian  habit,  and  there  was  a  remark - 
ab!e  (cvcrity  in  hia  alptil  and  demea- 
nour. He  and  our  advcninrn  hati  been 
fellow-lodgers  for  fome  time;  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  laudable  cultcm  of  thefe 
days,  had  hitherto  remained  as  much 
tftranged  to  one  another,  as  if  they  had 
liveJd  on  oppoGre  fides  of  the  globe;  but 
of  late,  the  Perlian  feemed  to  regard  our 
hero  with  particular  attention ;  when 
they  chanced  to  meet  on  the  ftair-cafe 
or  elfewhere,  he  bowed  to  Ferdinand 
with  great  folemnity,  and  compliment- 
ed him  with  the  pas :  he  even  proceed- 
ed in  the  courfe  of  this  communication  ^ 
to  open  his  mouth,  and  falute  him  with' 
a  good-monow,  and  fomeiimes  made 
the  common  remarks  upon  the  weather. 
Fathom,  who  was  nanii-alty  complai- 
iant,  did  not  difcourage  thefe  advances  t 
on  the  contrary,  he  behaved  to  him  with 
marks  of  particular  refpcftj  and  one 
day  dcfired  the  favour  of  his  company 
to  break  f aft. 
This  xoviution  the  ftranger  declined 


wfth  due  acknowledgment,  on  pretence 
of  being  out  of  order ;  and  rn  tne  meair 
time  our  adventurer  bethought  himfelf 
of  queftioning  the  landlord  concerning  *^ 
hts  outlandifh  etieft.  His  coriofity  wat 
rather  fnfianied  than  iatisfidd  with  the 
information  he  could  obtain-  from  this 
quarer ;  for  all  he  learned  was,  that . 
the  PefJian  went  by  the  name  of  Ali 
Beker;  and  that  he  had  lived  in  the 
houfe  for  the.fpaceof  four  months ,  in 
a  rao(t  iblitary  and  parfimonious  man-  . 
ner,  v^thour  being  vifited  by  one  living 
foul ;  that,  for  fome  time  after  his  ar-  * 
rival,  he  had  been  often  heard  to  groan- 
difmally  in  the  night,  and  even  to  ex- 
claim in  an  unknown  language,  as  if 
he  had  laboured  under  fome  grievous 
affli^ion;  and  though  the  firtt  tranf- 
l^ns  of  h's  g^rief  had  fuhfidcd,  it  wat 
eafy  to  perceive  heflill  indulged  a  deep- 
rooted  melancholy,  for  the  tears  were 
frequently  obferved  to  trickle  down  his- 
beard.  The  commifiliire  of  the  quarter 
hail  at  firrt  urdeiied  this  Oriental  to  be 
watched  in  his  out-goings,  according 
to  the  maxims  of  the  French  police; 
but  his  life  was  found  fo  regular  and 
Innficnnve,  that  this  precaution  was  foon 
fet  a  fide. 

Any  man  of  humane  (entiments,  from' 
the  knowledge  of  the(eparticulars,would 
liave  been  prompted  Co  of&r  his  ferviccs 
to  the  forlorn  ftranger;  but  as  our  hero 
was  devoid  of  all  thefe  infirmities  of 
human  nature,  it  was  neceflTary  that 
other  motives  ftiould  produce  the  fame 
effe^ :  his  curiofity,  therefore,  joined 
with  the  hopes  of  converting  the  confi- 
dence of  Ali  to  his  own  emolument« 
eflfe^lually  impelled  him  towards  his  ac- 
quaintance; and  in  a  little  time  thev 
began  to  rclifh  the  converfation  of  each 
other;  for,  as  the  i eadcr  may  have al  • 
ready  obferved,  Fathom  poHefled  all 
the  arts  of  infinoation  ;  and  had  difcern- 
ment  enough  to  perceive  an  air  of  dig- 
nity m  the  Ferfian,  which  the  humility 
of  his  circumftances  could  not  conceal. 
He  was,  moreover,  k  man  of  good  un- 
derftanding,  not  without  a  tin^^ure  of 
letters;  perfe6lly  well-bred,  though. in 
a  ceremonious  ftylcf  extremely  moral 
in  his  difcourfe,  and  fcrupuloufly  nice 
in  his  notions  of  honour.  "    • 

Our  hero  conformed  himfelf  in  atlre- 
fpefls  to  the  other's  opinion,  and  ma* 
na^ed  his  difcteticn  lb  at  to  pafs  upois 
him  for  a  gentleman  reduced  by  misfor- 
tunes to  Uie  eaercife  of  an  employment 
K  wl)ich 
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^^A  wnt  tltogttii^  iiafbitAble  16  hk 
biitlitnd  quality.  He  ma^eeameftaad 
repeaced  letadm  of  hi«  g^  o£ocs  to 
m  Afai^;er,  and  ysttkd  him  to  make 
uie  of  hit  (mrfe  with  inch  cordial  pcarle- 
varance,  that  at  koglh  AK*t  nCtrrc  waa 
•vcrcome,  and  be  conddcc»ded  to  boN 
fow  of  him  a  finail  fum,  which  in  all 
ptobahUity  fitYcd  hia  life^  for  he  had 
been  driven  to  the  ntmoft  extremity  of 
imant  befaa  he  wooki  accept  of  thia  af- 
fiftance. 

Fathom,  having  gradoally  ftote  into 
fcis  good  gricea,  began  to  take  nolice  of 
manypheons  fiehs  that  cfcapedhim  in 
the  moments  o?  their  intercoorfe,  and 
ftemed  to  denote  an  heart  fraught  witk 
woe;  and,  on  pretence  of  adminiAiing 
confolatios  and  counfd,  begged  leave  to 
know  the  caufe  of  his  diftrefs ;  obferv- 
iagy  that  hi*  mind  would  be  diiburden- 
ed  by  fodi  communication,  and  perbapa 
his  grief  alleviated  by  fomt  means  which 
they  might  yoiatly  concert  and  ejcecute 
ia  his  behalf  c 

^  Ali,  tlms  folicited,  would  often  (hake 
hf»  head  with  marks  of  extreme  forrow 
and  dr^ndence,  and  while  the  tesrs 

Snihed  from  his  eyes,  declared  that  his 
iftrefs  was  beyond  the  power  of  any  re- 
medy twt  death,  and  that  by  makmg 
our  hero  his  confident,  he  (hould  only 
extend  his  unhappinefs  to  a  friend, 
without  feeling  the  lead  rcmiflion  of  his 
own  torture.  Notwithftrtnding  tkcfe  re- 
peated declarations,  Ferdinand,  who  was 
wdl  enough  acquaixkted  with  the  mind 
of  man  to  know  that  fiich  importunity 
it  fddom  or  never  difigreeable,  redou* 
bled  Us  inttances,  together  with  his  ex- 
piefiions  of  fympathy  and  efteem,  until 
the  ftranger  was  prevailed  upon  to  gra- 
tify his  curioBty  and  benevolence. 
Having,  thecefiase,  Acnaed  the  chamber- 
door  one  night,  while  all  the  reft  of  the 
feonly  wpre  afleep,  the  unfortunate  AU 
difc^ofed  hiaofelf  m  thefe  words. 


CHAP.    XXVI. 

^HB  mSTOHY  OF  THE  N09LE  CAS- 

*  T  Should  be  ungrateful,  as  well  aa 
M    ^  nnwife,  did  I  longer  refift  the 

•  defire  yon  exprefs  to  know  the  parti- 
«  culars  of  that  deftiny  Which  hathdri- 

*  ven  me  to  this  miierable  difguif^,  and 

•  rcndated  ma  in  al(  confidcntiont  the 


moft  wratcM  of  mow    I  fc«f«  Afl^ 

your  friendlhip.  am  oon&dcBt  of  yoor 
honour,  and  thouf^  my  misfortMn» 
arar  fuch  as  can  never  be  remind,  be* 
eaiiit  I  am  uftvly  c«t  off  fram  bo^, 
which  is  the  wretch's  laft  comfettt 
yet  I  may  by  your  nseans  be  enabled 
to  bear  them  with  fooie  degree  of  for- 
titude and  refigoation* 
<•  Know,  then,  my  name  is  not  Hali( 
neither  am  I  of  PeHian  ejUra^ioa.  I 
had  once  the  honour  to  own  my&lf  a 
Caftilian,  and  was,  under  the  appelU- 
tion  of  Don  Diego  De  Zelos,  reipeft- 
ed  as  the  head  of  one.  of  the  mott  an- 
cient families  of  that  kingdom.  Jodge, 
then,  how  fevere  that  dittrefa  muft  be, 
which  compels  a  Spaniard  to  renounce 
his  country,  his  honours^  and  hia 
name^  My  youth  was  not  qpent  ia 
inglorious  eaie  j  neither  did  it  wafte 
unheeded  in  the  rolls  of  fame.  Be- 
fore I  had  attained  the  ace  of  nine- 
teen, I  was  twice  wounded  in  battle  j 
J  once  fortunately  recovered  the  ibad- 
ard  of  the  regin>ent  to  which  I  be- 
longed, after  it  had  been  feiaed  by 
the  enemy }  and  at  another  occafion 
made  fliitt  to  (ave  the  life  of  my  colo- 
nel when  he  lay  at  the  mercy  of  «a 
enraged  barbaiian. 
*  He  that  thinks  I  recapitulate  theft 
particulars  out  of  oftentation,  doee 
wrong  to  the  unhappy  Don  Diego  De 
Zelos,  who,  in  having  peribrmodtheie 
little  adis  of  gallantry,  tlnnks  he  ha* 
done  nothing  but  fimply  approved 
himielf  woithy  of  being  called  a  Caf- 
tilian.  I  mean  only  to  do  juftice  (• 
my  own  character,  and  to  make  yott 
acquainted  with  one  of  the  moft  re- 
markable incidents  of  my  lite.  It 
was  nay  fate,  during  my  third  cam- 
paign, to  command  a  troop  of  horle 
in  the  regiment  of  Don  Gonzalea 
OrguUa,  between*  whom  and  my  fa- 
ther a  family  feud  had  long  been 
maintamed  with  gveat  enmity  $  and 
that  gentleman  did  »ot  leave  me  with- 
ovt  reafon  to  believe  he  rejoiced  at 
the  opportunity  of  cxereidng  his  re- 
ientroent  upon  his  adverlary*s  fon| 
for  he  witheld  from  roe  that  coun- 
te&anee  which  my  feilow-oflicers  en- 
joyed, and  found  meana  to  fubje£l 
me  to  divers  mortifications,  of  wbicb 
I  vi^s  not  at  liberty  to  eoroplain.^ 
Theie  I  bore  in  filence  for  fome  tiroe» 
as  part  of  my  probation  in  the  chn- 
iaStw  of  addict:  itfolved,  never- 
'  thclcisy 
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'  4litkfii  10  tfto(l9y  Ay  iDtneft  at  cottrt 

*  for  aiemoiral  into  another  corp«»  and 

<  to  take  Imc  future  opportunity  of  ex- 
'  plaininf  my  ientimencs  to  Don  Goa- 
'  aalet,  «pon  the  iniuiiice  of  faitbcha- 

<  Tiotir. 

*  While  I  antsnated  myielf  with  tbefe 

<  (cAtimeata,  againft  the  difcourage- 
«  menu  I  undcrmeot,  and  the  hard  du- 

*  ty  to  which  I  was  d^Uy  expofcd,  it 

*  w3$  our  fate  t»  be  concerned  in  the 

*  battle  of  Sara^fla,  where  our  regi- 

*  roent  waa  (b  feverely  handled  by  the 

*  Eogliih  infantry,  that  ic  wm  forced 

*  to  give  ground,  with  the  lofs  of  one 

*  half  of  it's  officer*  and  men.    Don 

*  Gonsales,  who  afled  as  brigadier  in 

*  another  wing»  being  inform«i  of  our 

*  fate,  and  dreading  the  difgrace  of  his 

*  corps,  which  had  never  turned  back 

<  to  the  enemy,  put  fpurs  to  his  horfe, 

*  and  riding  acrofs  the  field  at  full 

*  fpeed»  ndHed  our  broken  ii}uadroii8, 

*  and  led  us  hack  to  the  charge  with 

*  fttch  intrepidity  of  behaviour,  as  did 

*  utA  fail  to  inspire  us  ail  with  uncom- 

*  mon  courage  and  alacrity:    for  my 

*  own  pait,  I  thought  myfclf  doubly 

*  intcreiled  to  diftinguilh  my  v«lour; 

*  not  only  on  account  of  roy  own  glory, 

<  but  Ifkewife  on  the  fuppofitiont  that 

<  as  I  was  afiiag  under  the  eye  of  Gon  - 
■  sales,  my  condu^  would  be  narrow- 

*  Jyobfeijed. 

'  I  therefore  exertetl  myfelf  with  un- 
'  ufual  vigour,  and  as  he  began  the  at- 

*  tack  with  the  rem;iins  of  my  troop, 

*  fought  clofe  by  his  fide  during  the  reft 
'   <,  of  the  engagement.     I  even  ac<)uired 

<  his  applaufe  in  the  vei7  heat  of  battle. 

*  When  his  hat  was  ftnick  off,  and  his 

<  horfe  fell  under  him,  I  accommodated 

*  and  remounted  him  upon  my  own ; 
'  and  having  leir^d  for  my  own  ufe 
'  another  that  belonged  to  a  comnson 

*  trooper,  attended  this  ftern  coQrimander 

*  as  before,  and  fcconded  him  in  all  his 

*  repeated  eiforts.  But  it  was  impoflible 
«  to  wUhitand  the  numbers  and  impe- 

*  tuoiity  of  the  foe ;  and  Don  Gonaalf  s 

<  having  had  the  mortification  to  fee  his 

*  regiment  cut  in  pieces,  and  the  great- 
'  ett  p!(ft  of  the  army  routed,  was  fain 

*  to  yield  to  the  fortune  of  the  day :  yet 
■  he  retired  as  became  a  man  of  ho- 

<  nour  and  a  Caftilian  (  that  is,  he 
'  marched  off  with  gieat  deliberation* 
f  in  the  rear  of  the  Spaniih  ti-oops,  and 

*  fiequently  f^ced  about  to  check  the 

*  poriuit  of  the  enemy*    Indeed,  this 


«  cnrcile  of  hia  coorageliad  ftM tfigh 

*  ^oft  him  his  life;  for,  in  one  of  th& 

*  wheelinsa,  he  waa  left  almoft  nlooet 

*  and  a  Unali  partv  of  the  Porlujgiiefe 

*  horfe  had  aaually  cut  efF  our  com- 

*  munication  with  the  letreating  forcct 

*  of  Spain. 

*  In  this  diiemnm,  we  had  no  other 

*  chai.ce  for  faving  our  live*  and  liberty^ 
'  than  that  of  opening  a  ptflage  fword ' 

*  in  hand )  and  this  was  what  Gonsalea 

*  inftantiyrcrolved  to  attempt.   We  oc- 

*  cordingly  recommended  o«r  fouls  lo 

<  God,  and  charging  the  line  abrealbof 

*  another,   bore  down   all  oppofition, 

*  and  were  in  a  fair  way  of  accomplKh* 
'  ing  our  retreat  without  farther  dtn- 

*  ^i  but  the  gallaat  Or^llo,  in  crofT- 

<  mg  a  ditch,  had  the  misfortooe  to  be 

<  thrown  from  his  horfe,  and  was  aU 

*  moft  the  fame  inftant  overtaken  by 

<  oneof  thePortugueiediagoona,  whoM 

*  fwoi;d  was  already  fufpemied  over  his 

<  head,  as  he  lay  half-lhinned  with  Ma 

*  fall)  when  I  rode  up,  ^icharged  a 
'  piftol  in  the  iliffian^s  bnun,  and  fisift- 

*  ing  my  colonel  on  his  horfe,  had  the 
'  good  fortune   to  conduft  him  to  a 

*  place  of  fafety. 

*  Here  he  was  provided  with  fnth 
'  accomnuxlation  as  his  cafe  required  | 

<  for  he  had  been  womtded  in  the  battle, 

<  and  dangerouHy  bruifed  by  his  fdl  t 

<  and  when  all  the  neceflary  fteps  wete 

<  taken  towards  his  recovery,  I  definid, 
'  to  know  if  he  had  any  farther  com- 

*  mands  for  his  fervice,  being  re(blv«d' 

*  to  join  the  army  without  delay;     I 
'  thought  proper  to  communicate  tbta 

<  queftion  by  meflage,  becaufe  he  had 

*  not  fpoke  one  word  to  me  during  our 

*  retreat,  notwithilandtng  the  good  of- 
'  fice  he  had  leceived  at  my  hatnis :  a 

*  referve  which  I  attributed  to  his  pridfj 
'  and  refented  accordingly.  He  no  foon- 

*  er  undcrftood  my  intention,  than  he 

*  defired  to  fee  nke  in  his  apartment, 

<  and,  as  near  as  I  can  remember,  (]^e 

<  to  this  effect. 

«  Were  yeor  father  Den  AI«(^^q 
<<  alive,  I  fliould  now,  in  confe^ueAqp 
**  of  )ronr  behaviour,  banift  every  fug- 
*«  gertian  of  refenhnent,  and  foltcit  ha| 
"  f  iendfliip  with  ureac  finceri^y.  Yes, 
«*  Don  Diego,  .j-our  virtua  hath  tri- 
''  omphed  over  that  enmity  I  bore  your 
<<  houle^  and  I  upbraid  myielf  with  the 
**'  ungonei«>us  treatment  you  have  fuf- 
**  fercd  under  my  comronnd.  But  it  is 
*<  HOC  enough  for  ma  to  wi^idsaw  thai 
K  a  «<  rigour 
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'Vrkpltr  «^di  it  nvas  unjiift  to  exerc 
*<.  ciiCy  and  would  be  wicked  to  main-  - 
*'  tain:  I  muft  likewife  atone  for  the 
**  injuries  you  have  fuftaineJ^  and  make 
**  fome  fuitable  acknovjrledgrnent  for  that 
"•  life  which  I  have  twice  to«day  owed 
*f  to  your  valour  and  generofity.  What- 
«<  ever  intend  I  hayc  at  court,  (hall  be 
**,  employed  in  your  behalf;  and  I  have 
**  other  dedgns  in  youi*  favour,  which 
<<  /hallbediiclofed  in  due  feafon.  Mean 
«  while,  I  deiire  you  will  itill  add  one 
*',  obligation  to  the  debt  which  I  have 
**  already  incurred,  and  carry  this  bil- 
*•  let,  in  perfon,  to  my  Eftifania,  who, 
•*  from  the  news  of  this  fatal  over- 
**  throw,  muil  be  in  defpair  upon  my 
«  account.'* 

*  So  faying,   he  prefented  a  letter,' 
'  dire^led  tohislady,  which  I  received 

*  in  2^  tranfport  of  joy,  with  expreifions 
*.  fuitable  to  the  occafion>  and  imme- 

*  diately  fet  out  for  his  country- l>oufe, 

*  which  happened  to  be  about  thirty 
«  leagues  from  the'  fpot.     This  expc- 

*  dition  was  equally  gloiious  and  inte- 
<.  refting;   for  my  thoughts  upon  the* 

*  road  were  engroifed  by  the  hope  of 

*  feeing  Don   Orgullo's  daughter  and 

*  hcirefs  Antonia,  who  was  i-eportcJ  to 
'  be  a  young  lady  of  great  beauty,  and 

*  the  moft  amiable  accomplifliments. 
'  However  ridiculous  it  may  feem  for  a 
<-  man  to  conceive  a  pailion  for  an  ob* 
*.  je£l  which  he  hath  never  belield,  cer- 
'  tain  it  is,    my  fentimems  were  fo 

*  much  prepoflfeired  by  the  famtr  of  her 

*  qualifications^  that  I  mud  have  fallen 

*  a  vi&im  to  her  charms,  had  tkey  been 

*  much  lefs  powerful  than  they  were. 
'  Notwithftanding  the  fatigues  I  had 

*  undergone  in  the  field,  I  clofed  not 

*  an  eye  until  I  arrived  at  the  gate  of 

*  Gonzales,  being  determined  to  pre- 
'  cede   the  report  of  the  battley  that 

*  Madam  D'OrgulIo  might  not  be  a- 

*  larmed  for  the  life  of  her  hufband.    > 

*  I  declared  my  errand,  and -was  in- 

*  troduced  into  a  faloon,  where  I  had 
'  pot  waited  above  three  minutes,  when 

*  my  colonePs  \p\y  appeared,  and  in 

*  great  confufion   i-eceived  the   letter, 

<  exclaiming,.  '<  Heaven  grant  that  Don 
"  G4>nzal^s  be-'wsll  !'*     In  reading  thi 

*  contents,  ilie  underwent  a  variety  of 

*  agitations  ;,  but  when  (he  had  peruied 

<  the  wholci^  her  countenance  regained 

*  it's  ferenity  $  and  regarding  me  with 

*  an  air  ofind^Rible  complacency,  **  Don 
M  Picgo,"  faid  (be,  «« whik  I  lament 


tW  national  calamity,  «n  tfiedelc^  ' 
of  our  army,  J  at  the  fame  rime  feel 
the  mo(V  (incere  jpleafure  iir feeing  yoa 
upon  this  occaiion;  and»  according 
to  the  dii^ioQS  of  my  dear  lord,  bid 
you  heartily  welcome  to  this  bouie^ 
as  his  prefer ver  and  frtcnd.     I  was 
not  unacquainted  with  your  charafber 
before  thw  laft  triumph  of  your  vir- 
tue, and  have  often  prayed  to  ilea* 
ven  for  fome  lucky  determination  of 
that  fatal  quanel  which  raged  fo  lone 
between  the  family  of  Gonzales  and 
your  father's houfc.  My  prayera  have 
«  been  heard,  the  long  wi(hed-for  re-^ 
^  conciliation   is  now  effededj  and  I 
'  hop6  nothing  will  ever  intervene  to 
difturb  this  happy  union.'* 
<  To  this  polite  and  affeftionate  de- 
clai-ation,  I  made  fuch  a  reply,  m  be- 
came a  young  man  wliofe  heart  over- 
flowed with  joy  and  benevolence;  and 
defired  to  know  how  fobn  her  anfwer 
to  my  commander  would  be  ready, 
that  I    might  gratify  his  inrmatience 
with  all  pofTible  difpatch.  After  hav- 
ing thmiced  me  for  this  fre(h  proof  of 
my  attachment,  (he  begged  I  would 
retire  into  a  chamber,  and  repofe  my- 
felf  from"  tlie  uncommon  fatigues  I 
mad  have  undergone)  bur  finding  I 
perilled  in  the  refolution  of  returning 
to  Don  Gonzales,  without  allowing 
myfelf  the  ieaft  benefit  of  jkep^  (he 
left  me  engaged  in  Cdnveri'ation  with 
an  uncle  of  Don  Gontalei,  who  lodg* 
ed  in  the  houfe,  and  gave  oitivrs  that 
a  collation  (hould  be  prepared  in  an- 
other apartment,  while  (he  retired  to 
her  cloiet,  and  wrote  a  letter  to  her 
hufband. 

*  In  lefs  than  an  hour  from  my  firfl 
arrival,  I  was  introduced  into  a  mo(( 
elegant  dining-room,  where  a  mag- 
nificent entertainment  was  ferved  op, 
and  where  we  were  joinet!  by  Donna 
Eftifania,  and  her  beautiful  daugh- 
ter, the  fair  Antonia;  who,  advanc- 
ing with  the  moft  amiable  fweetnefs, 
thanked  me,  in  very  warm  exprefliona 
of  acknowledgment,  for  the  genero- 
fity of  myconduft  towards  her  father. 
I  had  been  ravifhed  with  her  (irtt  ap- 
pearance, which  farexceetled  my  ima- 
gination, and  my  faculties  were'ib 
difordered  by  this  addrefs,  that  I  an- 
fwered  her  complin>ent  with  the  mo(( 
aukwi^rd  confuuon.  <  But  this  diibr- 
der  did  not  turn  to  my  prejudice  tn 
the  opinioD  oi  that  lovely  creatore> 
«  whQ 


FERDINAND    COUNT    FATHOM. 


f  who  hts  often  told  me  in  the  fe(|fie1, 
«  that  flie  gavfe  herfclf  credit  for  that 

*  perplexity  in  my  behavionr,  and  that 

*  I  never  appeared  more  worthy  of  her 

*  regard  and  affeftion  than  at  that  June* 

*  ture,   when    my  drefs  wa8  dikrom* 

*  poled,  and  my  whole  perfon  disfi- 

*  gured  by  the  toilt  and  duty  of  the 

*  precedtnff  day )  for  this  very  diiha- 

*  bille  prelented  itfelf  to  her  reflect  on 
^  at  the  immediate  effect  of  that  very 
f  merit  by  which  I  waa  intitled  to  her 

*  efteem. 

*  Wretch  that  I  am  !  to  furvive  the 
f  loft  of  fuch  an  exeellent  woman,  en- 
'  deared  to  my  remembrance  by  the 
f  moil  tender  offices  of  wedlock,  hap- 

*  pily  exerciied  for  the  fpace  of  five  and 
f  twenty  yeare !     Forgive  thefe  tears ; 

*  they  are  not  the  drops  of  wealcneff , 
'  but  remorle.  Not  to  trouble  you  with 
f  i<Ue  particulars,  fuffice  it  to  fay,  I  was 

*  favoured  with  fuch  marks  of  di'ftinc- 

*  tion  by  Madam  D*Orgitllo,  that  (he 

*  thought  it  incumbent  upon  her  to  let 

*  me  know  (he  had  not  ovcr*a61ed  her 
f  hofpitality,  and  while  we  fat  at  table 
»  accofted  me  in  thefe  words.  ••  You 
«*  will  not  be  furprized,  Don  Diego,  at 
««  my  expeffions  of  regard,  which  I 
f  *  own  are  unofnal  from  a  Spanifli  lady 
**  to  a  young  tavalier  like  you,  when 
**  I  communicate  the  contents  of  this 
'*«  letter  from  Don  Gpnxales/*  So  fay- 

*  intr,  ftie  pur  the  billet  into  my  hand, 
'  and  I  read  theie  words,  or  words  to 
«  this  effea. 

**    AMIAELE  ESTIFANIA, 

"  vrOUvrill  umlerftand.  that  I  am 
'  •*■  «*  as  well  as  «  perfon  cam  pof- 
*'  itbly  be,  who  has  this  day  lived  to 
«<  fee  -the  army  of  his  king  defeated. 
**  If  you  would  know  the  |iarticidars 
**  of  this  unfortunate  a£lton,  yourcu- 
**  riofity  will  be  gratified  by  the  hfearcr, 
•«  Don  Diego  De  Zelos,  to  whofe  virtue 
**  and  braver^  I  am  twice  indebted  for 
•*  my  life.  I  therefore  dcfire  you  will  re- 
"  ceivf  htm  wiih  that  refpeA  and  grati- 
**  tilde,  which  you  ihall  think  due  for 
**  focb  an  obligation  ;  and  in  entertain - 
**  ing  him,  difmi^  that  referve,  which 
'**  often  difgraccs  the  Spanifh  hofpitality. 
**  In  a  word,  let  your  own  virtue  and 
*'  beneficence  conduA  you  ujMn  this  oc- 
<•  cafion,  and  let  my  Antonia's  endea- 
**  yours  be  joined  with  your  own,  in 
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**  doing  honour  to  the  preferver  of  her 
««  father.     Adieu." 

*  Such  a  teftimontal  could  not  fail  of 

*  being  very  agreeable  to  a  young  fol- 

*  dicr,  who,  by  this  time,  had  beeun  to 

<  indulge  the  tranfporting  hope  of  being 

*  happy  in  the  arms  of  the  adorable 
'  Antonia.  I  profefledmyfelf  extreme'^ 
'  ly  hsppy  in  having  met  with  an  op* 
'  portunity  of  acquiring  fuch  a  degree 

*  of   my  coloners  efteem,  entertamed 

*  them  with  a  detail  of  his  perfonal 
'  prowefs  in  the  battle,   and  aufwered 

*  all  their  queftions  with  that  modera* 

*  tion  which  eveiy  man  ought  to  pre* 

*  ferve  in  (peaking  of  his  own  beha** 

*  viour.     Our  repaft  being  ended,    I 

*  took  my  leave  of  the  ladies,  and  at 

*  parting  received  a  letter  fron>  Donna 

<  Eft  ifasiia  to  her  huiband,  together  with 

*  a  ting  of  great  value,  which  (he  beg- 

*  ged  I  would  accept  as  a  token  of  her 

<  edesm.    Thus   loaded  with  honour 

<  and  careiTes,  I  fet  out  on  my  return 
'  for  the  quarters  of  Don  Gonzales, 
'  who  could  fcarce  credit  his  own  eyes 
'  when  I  delivered  his  lady*s  billet  j  for 

*  he  thought  it  impofltble  ro   peiform 

<  fuch  a  journey  in  lb  fhort  a  time. 

*  When  he  had  glanced  over  the  pa- 
«  per,  "  Don  Di^;o,"  faid  he,  ««  by 
**  your  fliort  ft  ay,  one  would  imagine 
**  you  had  met  with  indifferent  recep- 
*•  tion  at  myhoufe:  I  hope  Eftifania 
*'  has  not  been  deficient  in  her  duty  ?'* 

*  I  anfwered  this  queltion,  by  aflfurinff 
'  him,  my  entertainment  had  been  lo 
«  r4greeable  in  all  refpefts,  that  nothing 

*  but  my  duty  to  him,  could  have  in- 

*  duced  me  to  give  it  up  fo  foon.  He 
'  then   tunied  the    convei  nation   upon 

*  Antonia,  and  hinted  bis  intention  of 

*  g'ving  her  in    marriage   to  a  young 

*  caviiher,  for  whom  he  had  a  paiticu- 

*  lar  fiiend/hip.     I  was  fo  much  af- 

*  felled  by  this  infinuation,  which  leem- 

<  ed  at  once  to  biart  all  my  hopes  of 
«  love  and  happinefs,  that  the  blooilfor- 

*  fookmyface;   i   was  feizcdwiihan 

<  univcrlal 'trepidation,  ami  even  oblig* 
'  eJ  to  retire,  o«  pretence  of  being  fud- 

<  denly  taken  ill. 

«  Though  Gonzales  Teemed  to  im- 
'  pute  this  iliforder  tv  fatigue  and  want 
«  of  reft,  he  in  his  heart  «lcribed  it  to 

<  the  true  caulej  and  after  having 
'  founded  my  fentiments  to  his  own  fa- 

*  tisfa6bion,  blefted  me  with  a  declara- 

*  tion, 
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*  feioA}  impoitiDg  that  I  wst  the  perfon 

*  upon  whom  be  had  pitched  for  a  (bn- 

<  in-law.   I  will  not  trouble  you  with  a 
«  metition  of  what  pafTed  on  this  inte- 

*  retHng  occafion,  but  proceed  to  ob- 

*  ferve,  that  his  intention  in  my  favour 

*  was  far  from  bein^  di(agreeable  to  his 

<  ladv;  and  that»  in  a  little  time»  I 

*  had  the  good  fortune  to  efpoufe  the 

<  charming  Antonia,  who  fubmitted  to 

<  the  will  of  her  father  vnthout  re* 

*  loAance. 

*  Soon  after  this  happy  events  I  was, 

*  by  the  influence  ot  I>on  Gonzales, 

<  joined  to  my  own  intereft,  promoted 

*  to  the  command  of  a  regiment,  and 

*  ferved  with  honour  during  the  re- 

*  maining  part  of  the  war.    After  the 

<  treaty  of  ITtrecht,  I  was  employed  ih 

<  reducing  the  Catalans  to  their  alle- 

*  giance^  and  in  an  a6lion  with  thofe 

<  obftinate  rebels,  had  the  misfortune 

*  to  lofe  my  father- in -law,  who  by  that 

*  time  was  preferred  to  the  rank  of  a 

*  major-^neral.    The  virtuous  Efti- 

<  fania  did  not  long  furrive  this  melan- 

*  choly  accident  ^  and  the  lofs  of  thefe 

*  indulgent  parents,  made  fuch  a  deep 

*  impreilion  upon  the  tender  heart  of 
f  my  Antonia,  that  I  took  the  firft  op- 

*  poitunity  of  removing  ^her  from  a 
«  place,  in  which  every  object  ferved  to 
.<  cbcrifli  her  grief,  to  a  pleafant  villa 
f  near  the  city  of  Seville,  which  I  pur- 

*  chafed  on  account  of  it*s  agreeable 

*  fituation.    That  I  might  the  more 

<  perfectly  enjoy  the  pouefKon  of  my 

*  amiable  partner,  who  could  no  longer 
«  brook  the  thoughts  of  another  fepa- 

<  ration,  peace  was  no  fooncr  re-etta- 

*  bliftied,  than  I  obtained  leave  to  refign 

*  my  commiflion,  and  I  wholly  devoted 

*  myfelf  to  the  joys  of  a  domeliick 
f  life. 

*  Heaven  (ecmed  to  fmile  upon  our 
f  union,  by  bleiling  us  with  a  fon  j 
'«  whom,    however,   it  was  pleafed  to 

*  recal  in  his  infancy,  to  our  unfpeak- 

*  able  grief  and  mortification ;  but,  our 
f  mutual  chagrin  was  afterwards  al- 
«  leviated,  by  the  birth  of  a  daughter, 
«  who  feemed  born  with  every  accora- 

*  pliihment  to  excite  the  love  and  ad- 
«  miration  of  mankind.  Why  didna- 
«  ture  debafe  fuch  a  raafter- piece  with 
«  the  mixture  of  an  allay,  which  hath 

*  involved  herlelf  and  her  wHole  family 
«  in  perdition  ?  But  the  ways  of  Pro- 

<  vidence  are  unfearchable.    She  hath 

*  paid  the  debt  of  her  degeneracy  j  peace 


<  be  with  her  Gmi  t  the  hmow  of  my 

*  family  is  vindicated;    though  by  a 
'  fabriiKe  which  hath  robbed  one  of 

*  every  thing  eiie  that  is  valuaMe  in 
'  life,  and  mined  my  peace  paft  all 

*  redemption!    Ves,  my  friend,  all  the 
'  tortures  that  hoQian  tyranny  can  in* 

*  fliA,  would  be  eafe,  tranquillity,  and 

*  delight,  to  the  unspeakable  pangs  and 

*  horrors  I  have  felt  I 

*  Bat,  to  return  from  this  digreffion* 
'  Seraiitta,  which  was  the  name  of  that 

*  liftle  darling,   as  (he  grew  up,  not 

*  only  difdofed  all  tlie  natural  graces 

*  of  external  beauty,  but  like  wile  ina«^ 

*  nifefted  the  mott  engaging  fweetnefs 

*  of  difpofition,  and  a  capacity  for  ac* 

*  quiring  with  eafe,  all  the  accompIi(h- 

<  ments  of  her  fex.     It  is  impoffible  to 

*  convey  any  adequate  idea  of  a  patent's 

*  raptures  in  the  contemplation  of  fuch 

<  a  fair   bloflbm;    flie  was  the  only 

*  pledge  of  our  love,-  (he  was  prefump* 

*  tive  heireft  to  a  large  fortune,  and 

*  likely  to  be  the  fole  reprefentative  of 
'  two  noble  Caitilian  families.      She 

*  was  the  delight  of  all  who  faw  her, 

*  and   a   theme  of    praife    for    every 

*  tongue.     You  are  not  to  fupp€>fe  that 

*  the  education  of  fuch  a  child  was  ne^* 

*  le6(ed.    Indeed,  it  wholly  eugroM 

*  the  attention  of  me  and  my  Antonia* 

*  and  her  proficiency  rewarded  our  care. 

*  Before  flie  had  attained  the  age  of 
'  fifteen,  Ihe  was  miftrefs  of  every  cle- 
'  gant  qualification,  natural  and  ac* 
'  cjuired.  Her  perfon  was,  by  that 
'  time,  the  confeUed  pattern  of  beauty. 

*  Her  voice  was  enchantingly  fweet,  and 

*  (he  touched  the  lute  with  the  aoft 

*  ravifliing  dexterity.  Ueavenand  earthi 

<  how  did  my  breail  dilate  with  }oy,  at 

*  the  thoughts  of  having  given  birtk  to 

*  fuch  perteAtonI  how  did  my  heait 
'  gu(h  with  paternal  foodnefs,  whenever 

*  I  beheld  this  ornament  of  my  name ! 
'  and  what  fcenes  of  eodearing  tranf- 
'  poit,  have  I  enjoyed  with  my  An- 

*  tenia,  tn  mutual  congratulation  upon 

*  ou r  pai-enta  1  ha ppi nefs  I 

<  Serafina,  accompliihed  as  (he  was, 

*  could   not  fail  to    make  conqiiefts 

<  among  the  Spaniih  cavaliers,  who  are 

*  famous  for  lenfibility  in  Jove,   indeed, 

*  ihe  never  appeaivd  without  a  nuontroua 

*  train  of  admirers;  and  thoi^  we 

<  had  bred  her  up  in  that  freedom  of 

<  converfation  and  intercourfe,  which 

*  holds  a  middle  fpace   betwcvn    the 

<  French  licence  and  Spaoift  relbaint, 

«  (he 
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*  litf  wa»  iMv  fo  iB«ch  cBp^Tcdto  die 

*  tddndfat  of  proinUeuout  gsUaBtry, 
'  tiMi  vm  fovnd  it  neceffiuy  to  retrench 

*  tho  liberty  of  our  koo(e>  and  behave 
'  tooiif  male  vifitaate  with  mat  re- 

*  ferve  and  circumrpedion»   that  our 

*  hoBour  and  peace  might  run  no  rilk 
**  from  the  yooth  and  ioexperience  of 
'  our  damgbieff. 

'  This  caution  produced  overtures 

*  from  a  great  many  young  gtrntleoien 

*  of  rank  and  diftio^ion«  who  courted 

<  fliy  aUiaBce  by  demanding  Serafina  in 

<  flMnriage;  and  from  the  number,  I 

*  had  aAually  fcleftcd  one  pcrfon,  who 

*  was  in  all  refpe6l«  worthy  the  poflef- 

*  Hon  of  fuch  an  inefiimable  prtie.    His 

*  aame  was  Don  Manuel  De  Mendosa  | 
'  bia  birth  wai  noble,  and  his  charac- 
'  ter  dignified  with  repeated  ads   of 

*  gencroftty  and  viitue.     Yet,  before  I 

*  would  fi^nify  to  him  my  approbation 

*  ofhiafuit,  I  reiblved  to  inform  roy- 

*  lelft  whether  or  not  the  heart  of  Se- 

*  tafina  was  totally  unengaged,  and  in  • 
'  diffiercnt  to  aay  other  obje£l,  that  I 
'  might  not  lay  a  tyrannical  reftraint 
'  upon  her  inclinations.    The  refult  of 

*  my  enquiry  was  a  full  conviAion  of 

*  Ber  having  hicheito  boen  deaf  to  the 

*  voice  of  love  $  and  this  piece  of  infor- 
'  maiion,  together  with  my  own  fenti- 

*  ments  in  his  favour,  I  communicated  to 
'  Don  Msinuel,  who  heard  theie  tidings 

*  with  ifriorpoits  of  gratitude  and  joy. 

*  He  was  immediately  fitivoured   with 

*  oppoitunities  of  acqu iri ng  the  affc^lion 
'  of  my  daughter,  and  bis  endeavours 
'  were  at  firft  received  with  fuch  re- 
'•  ijpedful  civility,  as  might  have  been 
'  ealily  warmed  into  a  mutual  pafiiony 
^  had  not  the  evil  genius  of  our  family 

*  imerpoTed. 

«  G,  my  friend !  liow  fliall  I  defccibe 
*■  the  depravity  of  that  unhappy  vir- 

*  gin*s  fenttmems!  how  recount  the 
*'  particulars  of  my  own  diflioiiour  t  I 
'  that  am  defcended  from  a  lotog  line  of 

*  illuftrious  Caftilians,  who  never  re- 

*  ceived  an  injury  they  did  not  revenge; 
*'  but   ^n^iibed^  away   every  bkmifli  in- 

<  thoir  famei  with  the  blood  of  thofe 
'  who-  attempted  to  ftain  it.    In  that 

*  circumllaoce,  I  have  imitated  the  ec- 

*  athple  of  my  gWrioua  progenitors; 

<  and  that  conftderatioo  alone,  hath 
'  fupported  me  againtt  all  the  aflaolts 

*  of  defpair. 

,<  At  I  grudged  no  pains  and  espence 

*  in  perf^Uiif  tlie  oducati^a.  o^  tot* 
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fina,  my  doora  ymert  open  to  every 
peribn  who  made  an  extraordinary 
figure  in  tbeprofeflkmof  thole  amn- 
fing  ftiencea,  in  which  flie  delighted* 
The  houie  of  Don  Dicffo  De  Zelo» 
was  a  little  academy  for .  painting, 
poetry,  and  mufick)  and  Heaven  de- 
creed that  it  (bould  fall  a  (acrifice  to^ 
it's  regard  tor  theft  fatal  and  ddn- 
five  arts.  Among  other  precepDera 
it  was  her  fate  to  be'  under  tlie  in- 
Uru^lion  of  a  curfed  Gcnnan }  #bo» 
though  his  profeffion  wan  drawing, 
underftood  the  elements  and  theory 
of  mufick,  pofleiTed  a  large  fund  of 
learning  and  tafte,  and  was  a  perfon 
remarkable  for  his  agreeable  con  verla- 
tion.  This  traitor,  who,  like  you,  had 
loft  one  eye,  I  not  only  admitted  into 
my  houie,  for  the  improvement  of  my 
daughter,  but  even  diftinguiflied'  with 
particular  marks  of  confidence  and 
favour  i  little  thinking  be  had  either 
inclination  or  capacity  to  debauch  the 
fentiments  of  my  child.  I  was  re- 
joiced beyond  tneafure,  to  fiee  with 
what  alacrity  flie  received  his  leflbns, 
with  what  avidity  fiie  liftened  to  his 
dilcourie,  which  was  always  equally 
mosal,  inftru6ling,  and  cntertajoing. 
'  Antonia  feented  to  vie  with  me, 
in  expreiXions  of  regard  for  this  ac- 
compliflied  llran^er,  whom  Ihe  could- 
not  help  fuppoiing  to  be  a  peiioD  of 
rank  and  family,  reduced  to  his  pre^ 
fent  fituation  by  fome  uafortunatr 
viciflilude  of  fate.  I  was  dilpolcd  to 
conciA*  with  this  opinion,  and  a£bi- 
ally  conjured  him  to  nnke  me  his 
confident,  with  fnch  proteftations,  as 
left  him  no  room  to  doubt  my  lionour 
and  beneficence  ^  but  he  ftilt  perfiiled' 
in  declaring  himfelf  the  fon  of  an  ob- 
fcure  mechanick  in  Bohemia)  an  ori- 
gin to  which  furely  no  man  wonid* 
pretend,  who  had  the  Icaft  claim  to 
nobility  of  binh.  While  I  was  tiraa 
undeceived  in  my  conjedure,  touch- 
ing his  birth  and  qudity,  I  was  con-- 
firmed  in  an  opinion  ot  his  intc^ity 
and  moderation,  and  looked  upon  hin 
as  a  man  of  honour,  in  ddpiteof  the 
lownefs  of  his  pedigree.  NevertbdeTs, 
he  was  at  bottom  a  moft  pcrfidioua 
wretch,  and  all  this  modetty  and  felf- 
denial,  wcretbeeifcAsof  the  moft  vil- 
lainous diflimulation,  a  cloak  under 
which  he  unfurpedcd  robbed  me  of^ 
my  honour  and  my  peace. 
*  Not  to  trouble  you  witb  particulars, 
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«  the  recital   of  which  would  tear  my  • 
«  hcart-ftrings  with  indignation  and  rc- 

*  moiie,    I  (hall  only  obfcrvc,  that  by 
•.  the  power  of  his  infernal  infmuation, 

*  he   fafcinatcd    the  heart  of  Serafina, 

*  brought  over  Antonia   herfclf  to  the 

<  intcrefts  of  his  paiTion,  and  at  once 

*  detached  them  both  from  their  duty 
«  and  re!  igion .    Heaven  and  earth  I  how 

*  dangerous,  how  iri^pfiftible,  i»  the 
•power  of  infatuation!   While  I  re- 

*  mained  in  the  midll  of  this  blind  fe- 

*  curity,  waiting  for  the  nuptials  of 

*  my  daughter,  and  indulging  myfelf 

*  wtth  the  vain  profpefl  of  her  approach - 

*  ing  felicity,  Antonia  found  means  to 

*  protraft  the  negociation  of  the  roar- 

<  riage,  by  reprefenting,  that  it  would 

*  be  pity  to  deprive  Serafina  of   the 

*  opportunity  (he  then  had  of  profiting 
'  by  the  German^s  inftrudlionsi  and 

<  npon  that  account  I  prevailed  upon 
«  Von  Manuel  to  bridle  the  impatience 

<  of  his  love. 

*  During  this  interval,  asloneeven- 

<  ing  enjoyed  the  cool  air  in  my  own 

*  garden,  I  was  accofted   by   an  old 

*  duenna,  who  had  been  my  nurfe,  and 
'  lived  in  the  family  Hnce  the  time  of 

*  my  childhood.     *•  My  duty,''  faid 

*  fli,  •*  will  no  longer  permit  me  to 
**  wink  in  filence,  at  the  wrongs  I  fee 
<<  you  daily  fuffer.  Dilmifs  that  Ger- 
**  man  from  your  houfe,  without  de- 
•<  lay,  if  you  refpe^l  the  glory  of  your 
**  name,  and  the  rites  of  our  holy 
**  religion :  the  (tranger  is  an  abomi- 
«<  nable  heretick;  and,  grant  Hea- 
**  yen!  he  may  not  have  already  poi- 
«  Toned  the  minds  cf  thofe  you  nold 
**  moft  dear."     I  had  been  extremely 

*  alarmed  at  the  beginning  of  this  ad- 

*  drefs }  but  finding  the  imputation  li- 

*  mited  to  the  article  of  religion,   in 

<  which,  thank  God,  I  am  no  bigot, 
*•  I  recoveiTd  my  fcrenity  of  difpofitioD, 
*.  thanked  the  old  woman  for  her  zeal, 

*  commended  her  piety,  and  encouraged 

*  her  to  perfevere  in  making  obfetva- 

*  tions  on  fuch  fubje^s  as  ihould  con- 
*.  cem  my  honour  and  my  quiet. 

♦  We  live  in  fuch  a  world  of  wick- 

*  ednefs  and  fraud,  that  a  man  cannot 

<  be  too  vigilant  in  his  own  defenco: 

*  bad  I  employed  fuch  fpies  from  the 

*  beginning,  I  Ihould,  in  all  probabi- 

*  Itty,  have  been  at  this  day  in  poffef- 

*  fion  of  every  comfort  that  renders  life 

<  agreeable.     The  duenna,  thus  autho- 

*  riaed,  employed  her  fagacity  with  fuch 


^  fuccefs,  that  I  had  reafon  tofoipeft 

*  the  German  of  a  defign  upon  the  heart 
'  of  Seratina ;  but,  as  the  prefumpcioiis 

*  did  not  amount  to  convi£lion,  I  con* 

*  tented  myfelf  with  exiling  him  from. 
'  my  houfe,  under  the  pretext  of  hav* 
'  ing  difcovered  that  he  was  an  enemy 
'  to  the  catholick  church ;  and  forth- 
'  with  appointed  a  day  for  the  oelebra- 
'  tion  of  my  daughter*s  marriage  with 

*  Don  Manuel  De  Mendofa.    I  coold 

*  eafily  perceive  a  cloud  of  mehmcboiy 

'  overfpread  the  faces  of  Serafina  and ' 

<  her  mother,  when  I  declared  tliefe  my 

*  refolutions  j   but,    as  they  made  no' 

*  ohjcflion  to  what  I  propofed,  1  did 
'  not,  at  that  time,  enter  into  an  ex- 
'  planation  of  the  true  motives  that  in- 
'  Auenced  my  condu£b.    Both  parties' 
'  were,  probably,  afraid  of  fuch  expo- ' 

<  ftulation. 

*  Mean  while  preparations  were  made 

*  for  the  efpoufals of  8erafina ;  and,  not-' 

*  withftanding  the  anxiety  I  had  un*' 
'  dergone,  on  account  of  her  conncc- 

*  tion  with  the  German,   I  began   to 

*  think  that  her  duty,  her  glory,  had* 

*  triumphed  over  all  fuch  low-boro  con  « 
'  fidcrations,  if  ever  they  had  been  en- 
'  tertained;  becaufe  (he,  and  even  An - 

*  tonia,  feemod  to  expe£l  the  cercnKmy 

*  with  refignat ion,  though  the  features* 

*  of  both  tiill  retained  evident  marks 

*  of  concern,  which  I  willingly  impu- 
'  ted  to  the  mutual  profpe^  of^eir  ie- 
'  paration.  This,  however,  was  but  a' 

*  taithlefs  calm,  that  Toon,    (ah  I   too 

<  foon)  brought  forth  a  tempeit,  which 

*  hath  wrecked  my  hopes. 

*  Two   days^  before  the  appointed 

*  union  of  Don  Manuel  and  Seralina, 

*  I  was  informed  by  the  duenna,  that 

<  while  (he  accompanied  Anton ia^swai t- 

*  ing- maid  at  church,  (he  had  feen  her 

*  receive  a  billet  from  an  old  woman ; 

*  who,  kneeling  at  her  fide,  had  convey- 

*  ed  it  in  fuch  amyHerious  manner,  as 

<  wakened  the  duenna's  apprchsn(ions 
'  about  her  young  lady;  (he  had  therefore 

*  haftened  liome,  to  communicate  this 

*  piece  of  intelligence,    that  I   might 

*  nave  an  opportunity  of  examining  the 

*  meflfenger  before  (he  ihould  have  time 

*  to  depo(it  her  tni((.     I  could  not  help 

*  ihivering  with  fearful  prefages  upon 

*  this  occaiion,  and  even  abhoring  the 

*  peribn  to  whofe  duty  and  seal  I  was 

*  beliolden  for  the  intelligence,  even 
*■  while  I  endeavoured  to  p«rfuade  my- 

<  kii\  that  the  enquiry  vottld  end  in 

«  the 
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*  the  deteftion  of  fome  paltry  intrigae, 
<  betweqi  the  mM  aitd  her  own  g^l- 
•■  Hut,  I  intercepted  hen  in  returning 

*  from  dimrctis  and  commanding  her 
'  to  follow  me  to  a  convenient  place, 

*  extotted  from  her,  bv  dint  of  threat«» 

*  the  fatal  letter,  which  I  read  to  this 

*  efta. 

**  npHLE  whole  bufinefsof  my  life, 
-^  <«  O  divine  Seraiiaa !  will  be  to 
<<  n|ay  that  affo6tioa  I  have  been  To 
**  bappy  as  to  engage.  With  what 
«<  tran^rt,  then,  (hall  I  obey  your 
*'  fummons  in'  performing  that  enter-. 
**  prize,  which  will  rdVue  you  from. 
<<  the  b«d  of  a  detefted  rival,  and  put 
<(  my&lf  in  full  pofleiHon  of  a  jewel 
<'  which  I  value  in£nitely  more  than 
«<  life.  Yes,  adorable  creature,  I  have 
«<  provided  every  thing  for  your  d'cape ; 
**  and. at  midnight  will  attend  you  in 
"  your  own  apartment,  from  wheiKe 
<(.  you  (bail  be  conveyed  into  a  land  o£ 
*«  liberty,  and  peace,  where  you  will 
**  ujunolefted  enjoy  the  purity  of  that 
**  religion  yon  have  efi^ufed,  and  in 
«  full  fecurity  blela  the  arms  of  your 
«  ever  faithful 

«  Orlando." 


*  Were  you  a  fond  parent,  a  tender 

♦  hulband,    and  a   noble  Caftilian,    t 

*  fbou\d  not  need  to  nv.ntion  the  unut- 

♦  terable  horrors  that  took  pofleifion  of 
'  my  bolbm  when  I  perilled  this  accurf- 

•  cd  letter,  by  which  I  learned  the  apof- 

*  tafy,  difobedlcnce,  and  degeneracy,  of 

•  my  idolized  Serafina,  who  had  ovcr- 

*  thrown  and  deftroyed  the  whole  plan 
*-  of  felicity  which  I  had  crefted,  and 

*  blafted  all  the  glories- of  my  n^me ; 
•^  and  •  when  the  wretched  meflengcr, 
*•  terrified  by  my  menaces  and  agitation, 
«  confeflfed'  that  Antonia  herlelf   was 

*  privy  to  the  guilt  of  her  daughter, 

*  whom  (he  had  folemnly  betrothed  to 

*  that  vile  German,  in  the  fight  of  Hea- 

•  ven  ;  and  that  by  her  connivance  this 
«  plebeian,  intended  that  very  night  to 

*  bereave  mc  of  my  child ;  I  was  for 

*  fome  moments  ftupified  with  grief  and 

•  amazement,  that  gave  way  to  an  ex- 

•  tafy  of  rage,  which  had  well  nigh 
'  terminated  in  defpair  and  diflra£lion. 

'  I  now  tremble,  and  my  head  grows 

•  giddy  with  the  remembrance  of  that 

•  dreadful  occafion :    behold  how  the 

♦  drops  tticfcle  down  my  forehead  I  this 
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agony  it  a  fierce  and  familiar  vtiitant; 
I  fltall  banifli  it  anon.  I  fummoned' 
my  pride,  my  reieiitmenf,  to  my  af- 
(iliancc)  theie  are  the  cordials  that 
fupport  meagainft  all  other  reflections  j 
thofe  were  the  auxiliaries  that  enabled 
mc,  in  the  day  of  trial,  to  perform  that 
facrifice  which  my  honour  demanded, 
in  a  ftrain  lb  loud,  m  to  drown  the 
criea  of  nature,  love,  and  compafHon. 
Yes,  they  efpoufed  that  glory  which 
humanity  would  have  betrayed ;  srnd* 
my  revenge  was  noble,  though  unna- 
tuml. 

*  My  fcheme  wat  foon  laid,  my  re- 
folution  foon  taken:  I  privately  con- 
fined the  wretch  who  had  been  the 
induftrious  flaveof  this  infamous  con- 
fpiracy,  that  Ike  mighr  take  no  flep 
to  fruftrate  or  interrupt  the  executtoh 
of  my  defign.  Then  repairing  to  the 
houfe  of  an  apothecary,  who  was  de- 
voted to  my  fervice,  communicateif 
my  intention,  which  he  durft  not  con- 
demn, and  could  not  reveal,  witboutf 
breaking^  the  oath  of  fecrefy  I  had' 
impofed ;  and  hefumifhed  me  with  two 
phials  of  poifon  for  the  dtfmal  cataf- 
trophe  I  had  planned.  Thus  provid- 
ed, I,  on  prettrnce  of  fudden  bufinefs 
at  Seville,  darefuHy  avoided -the  d«^r; 
the  wretched  pair,  whom^I  had  devot- 
ed  to  death,  that  my  heart  might  not 
relent  by  means  of  thoTo  tender  idka't 
which  the  fight  of  thent  would  have 
infallibly  infpired;  and^  when  day- 
light vanifhed,  took  my  ftation  near 
that  part  of  the  houfe  through  which 
the  villain  muft  have  entered  OQ  his  he]- 
li/h  purpofc.  There  I  ftood  in  a  ftatc  of 
horrid  expectation ;  my  foul  ravaged 
with  the  different  paiTion)  thataflailed 
it,until  the  fatal  momentarrived;  when 
I  perceived  the  traitor  approach  the 
window  of  a  lower  apartment,  whicli 
led  into  that  of  Serafina,  and  gently 
lifting  the  cafement,  which  was  pur- 
polely  left  unfecured,  infmuate  half 
of  his  body  into  the  houfe ;  then  rofli- 
ing  upon  him  in  a  tranfport  of  fury, 
I  plunged  my  fword  into  his  heart, 
crying,  "  Villain,  receive  the  reward 

of  thy  treachery  and  prcfumption  T* 

•  The  Itcel  was  Co  wall  amied  as  to 
render  a  repetition  of  the  ftroke  unne- 
ceft'aryj  he  uttered  one  groan,  and 
fell  breathlefs  at  my  fett.  Exulting 
with  this  fir  ft  fuccefs  of  my  revenge, 
I  penetrated  into  the  chamber,  where 
the  robber  of  my  peace  was  expeaed 
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*  by    the  unhappy  Serafina    and   her 

*  mother,  ^ho  feeing,  itie  enter  with  a 

*  mod  fairage  afpe^l,  and  a  fword  reek- 

*  ing  with  the  vengeance  I  had  taken, 

*  fcemed  a | moll  petrified  with  fear. 
«  Beholdr/aidI,  "thebiood  of  that 
*'  bafc  plebeian,  who  made  an  attempt 
**  upon  the  honour  of  my  bouie :  your 
*'  confpiracy  againft  the  unfortunate 
'*  Don  Diego  De  Zelos  is  now  difco- 
**  vcredj  that  prefuraptuous  flave,  the 
*'  favoured  .Orlando,  is  now  no  mo^/^ 

*  Scarce    had     I    pronounced   thele 

*  words,  when  a  k>ud  fcream  was  ut- 

*  tered  by  both  the  unhappy  victims. 
<<  If  Orlando  is  flain,*'  cried  the  infa- 

*  tiiated  Serafina,  "  what  have  I  to  do- 
**  with  life  ?— .0  my  dear  lord  \  my  huf- 
**  band,  an4  my  lover  I  how  are  our 
*•  promifed  Joys  at  once  cutoff !— Here 
"  Itrike,  mv  father !  compleat  your  bar- 
••  barous  facnficej  the  fpint  of  the 
•*  murdered  Orlando  ilill  hovers  for  hi* 
*'  wife."  Thefe  frantick  exclamationft, 
'  in  which  (he  was  joined  by  Antonia, 

*  kept  up  tljc  fury  of  my  rcfentment,- 
'  which  by  .m^ekuefs  and  fttl>mi.flr)OR 
'  might  havfe  be^n  weakened  and  ren- 
«  dered  inefFeaua).  <'  Yes,  haplefs 
•/  wretches,**  I  replied,  **ie  (hall  en -^ 
**  joy  your  with)- the  honour  of  ray 
*'  name  requires  that  both  (ball  die;* 
I*  yet  I  will  not  mangle  the  breaft  of 
•*  Antonia,  ©n  Avhich  I  have  fo  often 
'*  repo(ed'$  X,  will  not  (hed  the  blood  of 
^  Zelos,  nor  disfigure  the  beauteous 
*•  form  of  Serafina,  on  wfiich  I  have  {o 
•'  oftengazed  with  wonder  and  iinfpeak- 
"  able  delight  t  here  is  an  elixir^  to 
**  which  I  truft  the  confummation  of 
**  ray  revenge.' 

«  So  faying,  I  emptied  the  phials  into 
'  fepaiate  cuf»»  and  prefeniing  one  in 

<  each  }>and,  the  nuierable,  the  fair  of- 

*  fenders,  inftantly  I'eceived  the  dcflined 

*  draughts,  which  they  drank  without 

*  hefiiation :  thctt  praying  lo  Heaven 
«  tor  the  wretched  Don  Diegx),   funk 

*  upon  the  fame  couch^  and  expiix^d 
'  without  a  groan.     O  well -contrived 

*  beverage t  O  happy  -coinpofuion,  by 

*  which  all  the  miieties  of  life  arc  iKi 
«  eafily cured! 

<  Such  was  the  fate  of  Antonia  and 

<  Serafina:  thele  hands  were  the  inOru- 

<  inents  that  deprived  them  of  life;  thcfe 

*  eyes  beheld  them  the  richeft  prize  that 

<  Death  had  ever  won.  Powers  fupreme  I 
^  does  Don  Diego  live  to  make  tnis  re- 

<  capitulation?  I  have  done  my  duty; 


<  but,  ah !  I  am  haunted  by  the  ^iriiet 

<  ofremorfe:  lam  tortured vritk the in- 

<  ceflant  ftings  of  remembrance  and  n- 
'.gret*,  even  now  the  images  of  my 
*•  wife  and  daughter  pre(ent  themfelve» 
'  to  my  imagination.  All  the  fcenes^ 
'  of  happinefs  I  have  enjoyed  as  a  lover, 

*  hufband,  and  parent,  all  the  endear- 

*  ing  hopes  I  have  cheri(hed,  now  pafs 

*  in  review  before  me,  embittering  the 

*  circumftanees  of  my  inexprefltble  woej 

*  andl  confider  myfelfa$afoHta^yotlt- 
*  caft  from  all  the  comforts  of  ibcietyf 
*■  But  enough  of  thefe  unmanly  com- 

*  plaints,  the  yearnings  of  nature  are 
«  too  importunate. 

*  Having  cdmpleated  my  vengeance, 

*  I  retired  itito  my  clofct,  and  fumiflifng 

*  myfelf  with  fomc  ready-money  and 

*  jewels  of  confiderable  value,  went  into 

*  the  f^able,  faddW  my  favourite  (bed, 

*  which  I  inftantly  mounted^  and  be- 

*  fore  the  tumults  of  my  brcail  fub(id- 

*  ed,   found  myfelf  at  the  tovwi  of  St. 

*  Lucar.    There  I  learned  from  enqui- 

*  ry,  that  tliere  was  a  Datch  bark  in 

*  the  harbour  readv  to  fail  j  upon  which 

*  I  addrefled  myfelf  to  the  maftar,  who 

<  for  a  fuitable  ^ratification  was  prcTail* 
«  cd  upon  to  weigh'  anchor  that  fame 
'  night;  fo  that  embarking  without  de- 

<  lay,  I  foon  bid  eternal  adieu  to  my 

*  native  country.    It  was  not  from  rem* 

<  fon  and  reflexion,  that  I  took  thefe 
«  meafurcs  for  my  jperfonal  fafctyj  but 

*  in  confequence  of  an  involuntary  in* 
V  Ain6l,  that  feems  to  operate  in  the  ani- 
'  mal  machine,   while  the  faculty  of 

<  thinking  is  fufpended. 

<  To  what  a  dreadful  reckoning  wss 

*  I  called,   when  reafon  refumed   her 

<  funilionl  you  may  believe  me,  my 
*■  fiieud,   when  I  a(rure  you,    that  I 

<  fliould  not  have  outlived  thofe  trage- 

<  dies  I  a£led,  had  I  not  been  reftrained 

*  from  doing  violence  upon  myfelf,  by 
'  certain  con fiderat ions,  which  no  mm 

*  of  honour  ought  to-fet  afide.     I  could 

<  not  bear  the  thought  of  falling  inglo- 

*  rionfly  by  the  hand  of  anexecationer, 

*  and  intailing  difgrace  upon  a  familjr 

<  that  knew  no  (lain ;  and. I  was  deterred 

*  from  putting  an  end  to  my  own  mile* 

<  ry,  by  the  apprehenfions  of  poilha* 

*  mous  cenfure,  whith  would  have  le* 

*  prefented  me  as  a  defponding  wretch, 

<  utterly  deftitute  of  that  patience,  for- 

<  titude,  aiid  reijgnation,  which  aietb« 
'  chara^terifticks  of  a  true  Caftiiian* 

<  I  was  aKbinfliienced  by  religions  mo- 
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*  ^rt9,  that  Aiggefted  to  me  the  necef- 
'  Mty  of  living  to  atone  by  my  foffer- 

*  ingt  and  forvow  for  the  ^uilt  I  had 

<  incurred,  in  complying  with  a  favage 
«  pnnfHIio,  which  it,  I  fear,  difpltrafing 

<  in  the  fight  of  Hearen. 

*  Thcfc  were  the  reafons  that  oppofed 

*  my  entrance  into  that  peaceful  harbour 

*  which  death  prefented  to  my  view) 

*  and  they  were  foon  reinforced  by  an* 

*  ctlier  principle,  that  fan^ioned  my 
'  determination  to  continue  at  the  fer- 

*  Tile  oar  of  life.    In  confeqiience  of 

*  onfavounble  winds,    our  veJPjl   for 

*  {bme  days  macle  fmall  progrefs  in  her 

*  voyage  to  Holland,  and  near  thecoaft 
«  of  Gallicta  we  wereioined  by  an  En- 

*  glifli  (hip  from  Vigo,  the  m after  of 
«  which  gave  ns  to  underftand,   that 

*  before  he  fet  fail,  a  courier  had  arriv- 

<  ed  from  Madrid  at  that  place,  with 

*  orders  for  the  corregidor  to  prevent 
«  the  efcape  of  any  native  Spaniard  by 

*  fea  from  any  port  within  hisdiftri^s 

*  and  to  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to 

*  apprehend  the  perlbn  of  Don  Diego 

*  Dc  Zelos,  who  was  fufpefted  of  trea- 

<  fonable  practices  againft  the  (late. 
'  Such  an-order,  with  a  minute  defcrip* 
'  tion  of  my  perfon,  was  at  tke  fame 
'  timedifpatched  to  all  the  fca-ports  and 

<  frontier  places  in  Spain. 

<  You  may  eafily  fuppofe  how  I, 

<  who  was  already  overwhelmed  with 

*  diftrefs,  could  bear  this  aggravation 

*  of  misfortune  and  difgrace :  I,  who 

*  had  always  maintained  the  reputation 
«  of  loyalty,  which  was  acquired  at  the 
'  hazard  of  my  life,  and  the  ex  pence  of 

*  my  blood  I    To  deal  candidly,  I  nniil 

<  own,  that  this  intelligence  rouzed  me 
«  from  a  lethargy  of  grief,  which  had 

*  begun  to  overpower  my  faculties.     I 

*  immediately  inputed  this  dishonour' 
'  able -charge  to  the  evil  offices  of  feme 

<  villain,  who  badbafdy  taken  the  ad* 

*  vantage  of  my  deplorable  fituation ; 

*  and  Ivi^s  inflamed,  infpirited  with  the 
'  defire  of  vindicating  my  fame   and 

*  revenging  the  injury.  Thus  animated, 
«  I  rcfoTved  to  difguifemyfeHeffeftual- 

*  ly^m  the  obfervation  of  thofe  fpies 
«  which  «very  nation  finds  it*s  account 

<  in  employing  in  foreign  countries  ;  I 
^  porchafed  this  habit  from  the  Dutch 
•*  navigator,  in  whole  houl'e  1  kept  my- 
'  felf  concealed,  after  our  arrival  at 
'  Amflerdam,    until    my    beard   was 

*  grown  to  a  fufficient  length  to  favour 

*  mj  defign,  and  then  appeared  as  h 
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'  Perfian  dealer  in  jewels.     As  I  cpuld 

*  gain  no  fatisfaflory  information  touch- 

*  ing  myfelf  in  this  country,  had  no 

<  purpofe  to  purfue,  and  was  extremely 
'  miferable  among  a  people,  who  being 

*  mercenary  andunfocial,  were  very  ill- 

*  adapted  to  alleviate  the  horrors  of  my 
'  condition  j  I  gratified  my  landlord  for 

*  his  important  ferviccs   with  the  bell 

*  part  of  my  effe^s;  and  having,  by 
'his  means,  procured  a  certificate  from 

*  the  maeriftracy,repaii-ed  to  Rotterdam, 

*  from  whffnce  I  fet  out  in  a  travelling 

*  carriage  for  Antwerp,  on  my  way  to 
«  this  capital ;  hoping,  with  a  fuccciTion 

*  of  different  objefts,  to  mitigate  the 
«  angwifh  of  my  mind,  andbythemoft 

*  induflrious  enquiry  to  learr>  fuch  par- 
'  ticulars  of  that  faMc  impeachment,  as 

*  would  enable  me  to  take  meafgrcs  for 

*  my  own  joflification,  as  well  as  for 

<  projeaing  a  plan  of  revenge  agninlt  the 

*  vile  perfidious  author. 

*  This,  I  imagined,  would  be  no 
«  difHcult  tafkjconfideringthefriendfliip 
«  and  intercourfe  fubfifting  between  the 

*  Spsnifh  and  French  nations,  and  the 
«  communicative  difpofition  for  which 

*  the  Parifians  are  renowned  j  but  I  have 
«  found  myfelf  egrcgiowfly  deceived  in 

*  ray  expeftation  :  the  officers  of  the  po- 

*  lice  in  this  city  are  Co  inquifitive  and 

*  vigilant,   that  the  moft    minute  ac- 

*  tion  of  a  flranger  is  fcrutinized  with 
«  great  feverity ;  and,  although  the  inha- 
«  bitants  aie  very  frank  in  difcourfing  on 
«  indiffer«:nt  fubjcft-s,   they  are  at  the 

*  fame  time  extremely  cautious  in  a-  ' 

*  voiiling    all  converfation   that   turns 

*  ujx)n  Itate  occurrences  and   maxims 

*  of  government.  In  a  word,  the  pecu- 
*  •  liarity  of  my  appearance  fubjefls  me 

*  fo  much  to  partrcular  obfervation,  that 
•*  I  have  hitherto  thought  proper  to  dia- 

*  vour  my  griefs  in  iilcnce,  and  even  to 
«  bear  the  want  of  almoll  every  conve- 
«  nicnce,  rather  th|n  hatard  aprema- 

*  lure  difcovcry^  by  offering  my  jeweU 

*  to  fale. 

*  In  this  emergency,  I  have  been  fo 
«  fir  fortunate  as  to  become  acquainted 

*  with  you,  vrhom  I  iook  upon  as  a 
<  man  of  honour'and  humanity.     In- 

*  deed,  I  was  at  firfk  fight  prepolTeffed 

*  in  your  favour;  for,  notwithllanding 

*  the  miftakcs  which  men  daily  commit 

*  in  judging  from  appearances,  there  is 

*  Ibmething  in  the  phyfiognomy  of  a 

*  flranger,  from  which  one  cannot  hdp 

*  forinLng  an  opinion  of  his  charafi^er 
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*  and  dirpofition.    Forooce,  my  pene- 

*  tration  hath  pot  failed  me  $  your  be- 

*  ha.viour  juftifics    my    decifion,   you 

*  have  treated  roe  with  that  fympathy 
'  and  refpeA  which  none  but  the  geiie- 

*  .rous  will  pay  to  the  uiifortuDate,     I 

*  have  tnifted  you  accord  mgly:  1  have 

*  put  my  life,  my  honour  in  your  power; 
'  and  I  muft  beg  leave  to  depend  upon  • 
'  your  friend(hip»  for  obtaining  that 
'  fatisfa£lion,  for  which  alone  I  fetk  to 
'  live.  Your  employment  engages  you 
'  in  the  gay  world  :   you  daily  mingle 

*  with  the  focjeties  of  men  $  the  do- 

*  mefticki  of  the  Spanifli  ambaiTador 

*  will  not  ihun  your  acquaintance  $  you 
'  may  frequent    the    coffee -houfes  to 

*  whicji  they  reibrtj  and,  in  the  courfe 
^  of  thefeoccafions,  unfufpefled,  inform 

*  yourfelf  of  that  myfterious  charge 
'  which  lies  heavy  on  the  fame  of  the 
'  unfortunate  Don  Diego.    I  muft  like- 

*  wife  implore  your  aiTiftance  in  convert- 
'  ii)g  my  jewels  into  money,  that  I  may 

*  breathe   independent  of  man,  until 

*  Heaven  (hall  permit  me  to  finiih  this 

*  weary  pilgrimage  of  life.* 


CHAP.  xxvn. 

A  FLAGRANT  INSTANCE  OF  FA* 
THOM'S  VIRTUE,  IN  THEMANN^R 
OF  HIS  RETREAT  TO  ENGLAND. 

FATHOM,  who  had  lent  an  at- 
tentive ear  to  every  circumdance  of 
this  difaftrous  ftory,  no  fooncr  heard  it 
concluded,  than  with  an  afpcfl  of  ge- 
nerous and  cordial  compaffion,  not  even 
unattended  with  tears,  he  condoled  the 
lamentable  fate  of  Don  Diego  De  Zelos  3 
deplored  the  untimely  death  of  the  gentle 
Antonia  and  the  fair  Seriifinaj  and  un- 
dertook the  interelts  of  the  wretched  Cnf- 
tilian,  with  fuch  warmth  of  fynipathiz* 
ing  zeal,  as  drew  a  £ood  from  his  eyes, 
while  he  wrtmg  his  benefa^or's  hand  in  a 
tranfport  of  gratitude.  Thofe  wn-c  lite- 
rally tears  of  joy,  or  at  lead  of  fatisfac- 
tion  on  both  fjdes  ',  as  our  hero  wept  with 
affeflion  and  attachment  to  the  jewels 
that  were  to  l^e  committed  to  his  care: 
but,  far  from  difcovtring  the  true  fource 
of  histendeinefs,  he  afTeded  todiflfuade 
the  Spaniard  from  parting  with  the  dia- 
monds, \\hich  he  cQunfdlcd  him  to 
Taftxve  for.  a  move  prefling  occafionj 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  earneltly  intreated 
him  to  depend  upoa  his  faciidlhip,  for 


prefcDt  relief.  This  ^ntrous  proftr- 
ferved  only  to  confism  J>ob  Diflgo't  re-* 
foltttioD,  wliicb  he  fofthwith  «Mciitisd, 
by  putting  into  the  hands  of  Ferdinand' 
jewels  to  the  valueef  a  thouiand crowns, 
and  defiring  ham  to  detain  Car  hia  own 
ufe  any  part  of  the  Turn  they  «oaid> 
raife. 

Our  adventurer  thanked  ham  for  ih» 
good  opinion  he  entertained  of  bia  in-« 
tegrity,  an  opinion  fully  oianifeAed  in- 
honouring  him  with  fuch  important 
confidence;  and  affund  him  hewoaald 
tran£i£l  his  afFairs  with  thcutmoff  4iii« 
gence,  caution,  and  difpatcb.  The«v«;n-' 
ing  being  by  this  tame  aimoft  confumad, 
thefe  new  allies  retired  fepaivtcly  co 
reft :  though  each  pafled  the  nif  ht  with- 
out repofe,  in  very  different  rele&iooB  9 
the  Caftilian  being,  as  ufual,  agitmlfd 
with  the  unceafmg  pangs  of  has  auaU 
terable  mifery,  interiper^d  with  gleam- 
ing hopes  of  revenge;  and  F^thota 
being  kept  awake  with  revolving  piaoa 
for  turning  his  fellow-lodger*s  credu- 
lity to  his  own  advantage.  From  tha 
nature  of  the  8panaard*a  fituation*  ha 
might  have  appropriated  the  jewelato 
himfelf,  and  remained  in  Paris,  with- 
out fear  of  a  profecvtion,  becaofe  tha 
injured  party  had;  by  the  above  na*va« 
tWe,  left  his  life  and  liberty  at  difcre- 
tion.  But  he  did  not  think  hinlclf^ 
fecure  from  the  perfonal  refentment  of 
an  ennged  defperate  Caftilian  <|  nnd 
therefore  determined  to  withdraw  biin- 
felf  privately  into  that  country  whert 
he  had  all  along  propofed  to  fix  tha 
ftandard  of  his  fineffe,  which  fartun« 
had  now  impowered  him  to  excrcife  Ac- 
cording to  his  wiOi. 

Bent  upon  this  retreaf,  he  went  abroad 
in  the  morning,  on  pretence  of  afting 
in  the  concerns  of  his  friend  Dok 
DiegOy  and  having  hiivd  a  pofticbailir 
to  be  ready  at  the  dawn  of  next  day> 
returned  to  his  lodgings,  where  he  ca- 
joled the  Spaniard  with  a  feigned  report 
of  his  negociation  ^  then  fecuring  hit 
moft  valuable  effe^s  about  his  perfon^ 
aroie  with  the  cock,  repaired  to  the 
place  at  which  he  had  appointed  to  ineot 
the  poftilion  with  the  carriage,  and  iet 
out  for  England  without  farther  delays 
leaving  the  unhappy  Ze^t  to  the  hor- 
rors of  indigence,  and  the  additional 
agony  of  this  favfla  difappointneoU 
Yet  he  was  not  the  only  pedoi>  aifeded 
by  the  abrupt  departure  of  FathooH 
which  was  haftencd  by  the  importuni* 
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ticty  thrttUy  aim]  reproaches  of  hit 
landlord^t  .daughtery  whom  be  had  de- 
baucbed.  iiAder  promife  of  inarriage» 
aBd  ao«r  left  in  the  fourth  month  of 

Notwirhftandmg  the  dangerous  ad- 
ventore  in  wliich  he  had  been  formerly 
iiHTolved  by  travelling  in  tlie  night,  he 
did  not  think  firoper  to  ronke  the  ufual 
bait*  on  this  ioumcy,  for  flccp  or  refrelh- 
mcnt  j  nor  did  he  once  quit  the  chaife, 
till  hit  arrival  at  Boulogne,  which  he 
leaobed  in  twenty  hours,  after  his  de» 
parture  from  Paris.  Here  he  thought 
be  might  fafely  indulge  himfeif  with  a 
comfortable  meal  ^  accordingly »  he  be- 
(poke  a  poulard  for  dinner,  and  while 
that  was  preparing,  went  forth  to  view 
the  city  and  harbour.  When  he  beheld 
the  white  cliffs  of  Albion,  his  heart 
throbbed  with  all  the  joy  of  a  beloved 
fon,  who  after  a  tedious  and  fatiguing 
voyage,  reviews  the  chimnies  of  his 
father^s  houfe :  he  furvcyed  the  neigh- 
bouring coaft  of  England,  with  fond 
and  longing  eyes,  like  another  Mofes 
reconnoitring  the  land  of  Canaan  from 
the  top  of  Mount  Pifgah :  and  to  fuch 
a  degree  of  impatience  was  he  inflamed 
by  the  fight,  that  inftead  of  proceeding 
to  Calais,  he  reiblved  to  take  his  pafTage 
^ite&ly  from  Boulogne,  even  if  he 
Ihould  hire  a  veiTel  for  the  purpofe. 
With  thefe  fentiments,  he  enquired  if 
there  was  any  ihip  bound  for  England, 
and  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  find  the  mailer 
•of  a  fmall  bark,  who  intended  to  weigh 
anchor  for  Deal  that  fame  evening  at 
high  water. 

Tranfported  with  this  information, 
he  immediately  agreed  for  his  pufTage, 
fold  the  poft-chaife  to  his  landlord  for 
thirty  guineas,  as  a  piece  of  furniture 
for  which  he  could  have  no  farther  uie, 
purchafed  a  portmanteau,  together  with 
ibme  linen  and  weaiing- apparel,  and  at 
the  recommendation  of  ms  hoft  took 
into  his  fervice  an  extras poftilion  or 
helper,  who  had  formerly  wore  the  li- 
vciy  of  a  travelling  marquis.  This 
joew  domeftick,  whofe  name  was  Mau- 
rice^ underwent  with  great  applaufe 
the  examination  of  our  hero,  who  per- 
ceived in  him  a  fund  of  fagacity  and 
preface  of  mind,  by  which  he  was 
excellently  qualified  for  being  the  valet 
4of  an  adventurer ;  he  was  therefore  ac- 
(EoouDodated  with  a  Tecond-hand  fuit, 
and  another  ihirt,  and  at  once  lifted 
lender  tl^  banners  of  Count  Fatho^» 


who  fpent  the  whole  afternoon  in  giv- 
ing him  proper  inftru£kions  for  the  re- 
gulation of  his  condu^. 
.  Having  frttlcd  thefe  preliminaries  to 
his  own  fatisfa^ion,  he  and  his  bag- 
gage  were  embarked  about  fixo^clock  in 
the  month  of  September,  and  it  was  not 
without  emotion  that  he  found  himfeif 
benighted  upon  the  great  deep,  of  which, 
before  the  pi-eceding  day,  he  had  never 
enjoyed  even  the  moll  diitant  prorpe<5l. 
However,  he  was  not  a  man  to  be  af'raitf, 
where  there  was  really  no  appearance  of 
danger;  and  the  agreeable  prefages  of 
future  fortune  fupported  his  fpirits, 
amjcift  the  difsgreeable  naufea  which 
commonly  attends  landmen  at  fea,  un- 
til he  was  fct  a/hore  upon  the  beach  at 
Deal,  which  he  entered  in  good  health 
about  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Like  Csfar,  however,  he  found  fome 
difficulty  in  landing,  on  account  of  the 
fwelling  Turf,  that  tumbled  about  with 
fuch  violence  as  had  almod  overfet  the 
cutter  that  carried  him  on  Ihore  $  and 
in  his  eagernefs  to  Jump  upon  the  iiran^, 
his  foot  flipped  from  the  fide  of  the 
boat,  fo  that  he  was  thrown  forward^ 
in  an  hoiizontaldire6lion,  and  his  hands 
were  the  firft  part  of  him  that  touched 
the  Engliih  ground.  Upon  this  occa- 
fion,  he,  in  imitation  of  Scipio's  be- 
haviour pn  the  coaft  of  Africk,  hailed 
the  omen,  and  grafting  an  handful  of 
the  fand,  was  heard  to  exclaim,  in  the 
Italian  language,  *  Ah,  hal  oldEng- 
*  land,  I  have  thee  fad  !' 

As  he  walked  up  to  the  inn,  followed 
by  Maurice  loaded  with  his  portman- 
teau, he  congratulated  himfeif  upon  hit 
happy  voyage,  and  the  peaceable  pof- 
feiiion  of  his  fpoil,  and  could  not  help 
fnuflling  up  the  Britifli  air  with  marks 
of  infinite  relifli  and  fatisfa£lion.  His 
firlt  care  was  to  recompence  himfeif  for 
the  want  of  fleep  he  had  undergone, 
and  after  he  had  ftifficiently  •  recruited 
himfeif  with  feveral  hours  of  uninter- 
rupted repofe,  he  fet  out  in  a  poft-chaife 
for  Canterbury,  where  he  took  a  placa 
in  the  London  ftage,  which',  he  was 
told  would  depart  next  morning,  the 
coach  being  already  full.  On  this  very 
firil  day  of  his  arrival,  he  perceived  be- 
tween the  EngliAi  and  the  people  among 
whom  he  had  hitherto  lived,  luch  e/Ten- 
tial  difference  in  cudoms,  appearance, 
and  way  cf  living,  as  infpired  him 
with  high  notions  of  that  Britifh  free- 
4qip»   opulence,  and  convenience,  on 
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which  he  had  often  heard  his  mother 
expatiate.  On  the  road,  he  feafted  his 
eye- fight  with  the  verdant  hills  covered 
with  flocks  of  (heep,  the  fruitful  vales 
parcelled  out  into  cultivated  inclofures ; 
the  very  cattle  feenned  to  profit  by  the 
wealth  of  their  mafters,  being  large, 
ihjrdy,  and  fleck  j  and  every  peafant 
breathed  the  inlolcnce  of  liberty  and 
independence.  In  a  word,  he  viewed 
the  wide-extended  plains  of  Kent,  with 
a  lover^s  eye,  and  his  ambition  becom- 
ing romaniick,  could  not  help  fancying 
bimfelf  another  conqueror  of  the  ifle. 

He  was  not,  however,  long  amufed 
by  thefe  vain  chimeras,  which  foon  va- 
niflied  before  other  rdSe6lion$  of  more 
importance  and  folidity.  His  imagi- 
nation, it  muft  be  owned,  was  4t  all 
times  too  chafle,  to  admit  thofe  over- 
weening hopes,  which  often  miflead  the 
mind  of  a  projcftor.  He  had  ftudied 
mankind  with  incredible  diligence,  and 
knew  perft£lly  well  how  far  he  could 
depend  on  the  pafllons  and  foibles  of 
human  nature.  That  he  might  now 
aft  confident  with  his  former  fagacit)',  he 
jefolved  to  pafs  himfelf  upon  his  feilow- 
travcllers  for  a  French  gentleman, 
equally  a  ft  ranger  to  the  language  and 
country  of  England,  in  order  to  glean 
from  their  difcourfc,  fuch  intelligence 
as  might  avail  him  in  his  future  opera- 
tions J  and  his  bcqucy  was  tutored 
accordingly. 

CHAP,    xxviir. 

SOME    ACCOUNT    OF    HIS  FELLOW- 
TRAVELLERS. 

THOSE  who  had  taken  places  for 
the  coach,  underftanding  the  fixth 
feat  was  engaged  by  a  foreigner,  deter- 
mined to  proAt  by  his  ignorance  j  and, 
with  that  poli tends  which  is  pcculiur  to 
this  happy  ifland,  fixed  themfetves  in 
the  vehicle  in  fuch  a  manner,  before  he 
had  the  lead  intimation  of  their  dcfign, 
that  he  found  it  barely  practicable  to 
infmuate  himfelf  ftdelong  between  a  cor- 
pulent quaker  and  a  fat  Wapping- land- 
lady, in  which  attitude  he  fluck  fa  ft, 
like  a  thin  quarto  between  two  volumi- 
nous diAionaries  on  a  bookfeller's  (hclf: 
and,  as  if  the  pain  and  inconvenience 
of  iuch  compieflion  was  not  fufBcient 
jDaftcr  of  chagrin,  the  greateft  part  of 


the  company  entertained  themfelves  wit^ 
laughing  at  hit  lttdicit>us  flation. 

The  jolly  dame  at  his  left-hand,  6b. 
ierved,  with  a  loud  exclamation  of  mirth, 
that  Monfieiir  would  be  foon  better  ac- 
quainted with  a  buttock  of  Englifli' beef; 
and  faidr  by  that  time  they  Siould  ar* 
rive  at  their  dinins«piace,  he  might  be 
fpitted  without  larding.  «  Yes,  verily,' 
replied  Obadiah,  who  was  a  wag  in  his 
way,  *  but  the  fwine*s  fat  will  be  all 

*  on  one  fide.'-—*  So  much  the  better 

*  for  you,*  cried  mine  hoAefs,  «  for  that 

*  fide  is  all  your  own.'  The  quaker 
was  not  fo  much  difconcerted  by  the 
quickncfs  of  this  repartee,  but  that  he 
anfwered  with  great  ddiberation,  «  I 

<  thank  thee  for  thy  love,  but  will  not 
«  profit  by  thy  lofs  j  efpecially  as  I  like 

*  not  the  favour  of  thefe  outlandifli 
«  fowls ;  they  are  profane  birds  of  paf- 
«  fage,  rclifhcd  only  by  the  children  of 

*  vanity,. like  thee.' 

The  plump  gentlewoman  took  um- 
brage at  this  lall  expreflSon,  which  flie 
confidered  a«  a  double  reproach,  and  re- 
peated the  words,  •  Children  of  vanity  P 
with  an  emphafis  of  refcntment.  *  I  be- 

*  licve,  if  the  truth  were  known,'  faid 
ftie,  *  there's  more  vanity  than  midriff 

<  in  that  great  belly  of  yours,  for  all 

<  your  pretending  to  humility  and  reli* 

*  gion.  Siirah !  my  corporation  is  made 

<  up  of  good,  wholfome  Englilh  fat; 

<  but  you  are  puffed  up  with  the  wind 

*  of  vanity  and  deiufion  5  and  when  it 

*  begins  to  giipc  your  en  trails,  you  pre- 

*  tend  to  have  a  iik)tion,  and  then  get 

*  up  and  pi  each  nonlenfe:   yet,  you'll 

<  take  it  upon  you   to  call  yourbet- 

*  ters  children.     Marry  come  up,  Mr. 

*  Goofeeap!  I  have  got  children  that  are 

*  as  good  men  as  you,  or  any  hypocri- 

<  tical  trembler  in  England.' 

A  perlbn  who  fat  oppofite  to  the  qua- 
ker, bearing  this  remonftrance,  which 
feemed  pregnant  with  contention,  inter- 
pofed  in  tiie  converfation  with  a  con- 
fcious  leer,  and  begged  there  might  be 
no  rupture  between  the  fptrit  and  the 
flefli.  By  this  remonflrance,  he  re- 
lieved Obadiah  from  the  flit  ire  of  this 
female  orator,  and  brought  the  wfcole 
vengeance  of  her  elocution  upcm  his 
own  head,  '*  Flefli  V  cried  <he,  with 
all  the  ferocity  of  an  enraged  Thaieftria, 

*  none  of  your  names,  Mr.  Yellow- 
«  chaps.    What  I  I  warrant  you  have 

*  an  antipathy  to  flefli^  bccanfe  yon 

*  yourleff 
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yourfdf  are  nothing  but  (kin  and  bone. 
I  fuppofe  you  are  fome  poor  ftarved 
joumcynoan  taylor  come  from  France, 
where  you  have  been  learning  to  cab- 
bage, and  have  not  feen  a  good  meal 
of  viftuals  thcfe  feven  years }  you  have 
been  living  upon  rye-bread  and  foup- 
niaigre,  and  now  you  come  over  like 
a  walking  atomy»  with  a  rat's  tail  at 
your  wig,  and  a  tinfey  jacket;  and  fo, 
forfooth,  you  fet  up  for  a  gentleman, 
and  pretend  to  find  fault  with  a  fur- 
loin  of  road  beef.* 
The  gentleman  heard  this   addrefs 
with  admirable  patience;  and,  when  (he 
had  rung  out  her  alarm,  very  coolly  re- 
plied:  *  Any  thing  but  your  liinking 

*  fiik.  Madam.  Since  when,  I  pray, 
'  have  you  travelled  in  ftage- coaches, 
'  and  left  off  your  old  profefilon  of  cry- 

*  ing  oyfters  in  winter,  and  rotten  mack- 

*  arel  in  June  ?  You  was  then  known 
'  by  the  name  of  ICate  Brawn,  and  in 

*  good  repute  amone;  the  ale-houfes  in 

*  Thames- ftreet,  till  that  unlucky  a- 

*  raour  with  the  mailer  of  a  corn  vcfTel, 

*  in  which  he  was  unfortunately  de- 

*  tested  by  his  own  fpoufe:  but  you 

*  feero  to  have  rifen  by  that  fall ;  and 
'  I  wi(h  you  joy  of  your  prefent  plight: 

*  though  confidering  your  education  on 
'  Bear  Key,  you  can  give  but  a  forry 

*  account  of  yoiiifelf.* 
Theamazon,  t hough-neither  exhauft- 

ed  nor  dilmayed,  was  really  confounded 
at  the  temper  and  aflfurance  of  this  an- 
tagonift,  who  had  gathered  all  thefe 
anecdotes  from  the  fertility  of  his  own 
invention  ^  after  a  (hort  paufe,  however, 
(he  poured  forth  a  torrent  'of  obloquy 
fulHcient  to  overwhelm  any  perfon  who 
bad  not  been  ufed  to  take  up  arms 
againft  fuch  feas  of  trouble ;  and  a  dif- 
pute^nfued^  which  would  have  not  Only 
difgraced  the  beft  orators  on  theTbames, 
but  .even  have  made  a  figure  in  the  cele- 
bration of  theEleufinian  myderies,  dur- 
ing which  the  Athenian  matrons  rallied 
one  another  fron  different  waggons, 
with,  that  freedom  of  altercation  &  hap* 
pily  preierved  in  this  our  age  and  coun- 
try. 

Such  a  redundancy  of  epithets,  and 
variety  of  metaphors,  tropes,  and  figures 
■were  uttered  between  thefe  well-matched 
opponents,  that  an  epjck  bard  would 
nave  found  his  account  in  liiiening  to 
die  conteft;  which,  in  all  probability, 
ivould  not  have  been  con(ined  to  words , 
liad  it  not  bees  interrupted  for  the  fake 


of  a  young  woman  of  an  agreeable  counr« 
tenance  and  modefi  carriage ;  who,  be- 
ing (hocked  at  fome  of  their  flowers  of 
fpeech,  and  terrified  by  the  menacing 
looks  and  gestures  of  tlie  fiery -featured  ' 
dame,  began  to  fcream  aloud,  and  beg 
leave  to  quit  the  coach.  Her  pcitur- 
bation  put  an  end  to  the  hieh  debate. 
The  fixth  paffenger,  who  hadnot  open- 
ed his  mouth,  endeavoured  to  comfort 
her  with  afRirances  of  protection.  The 
quaker  propofed  a  ceilation  of  arms; 
the  male  difputant  acquiefeed  in  the  pro- 
pofal,  afTurtng  the  company  he  had  en- 
tered the  lifts  for  their  entertainment 
only,  without  acquiring  the  leafl  grudge 
or  ill- will  to  the  fat  gentlewoman,  whom, 
he  protefted,  he  had  mver  feen  before 
that  day,  and  who,  for  aught  he  knew^ 
was  a  perfon  of  credit  and  reputatron- 
He  then  held  fonh  his  hand  in  token  of 
amity,  and  aflced  pardon  of  the  ofitsnded 
party,  who  was  appeafed  by  his  fub- 
mifiion;  and,  in  tettimony  of  her  be- 
nevolence, prcfcnted  to  the  other  female, 
whom  (he  had  difcompofed,  an  Hun- 
gary-water bottle  filled  with  cherry- 
brandy,  recommending  it  as  a  much 
more  powerful  remedy  than  the  fal- vo- 
latile, which  the  other  held  to  her  nofc. 
Peace  being  thus  re-eftabliHied,  in  a 
treaty  comprehending  Obadiah  and  all 
prefent,  it  will  not  be  improper  to  give 
the  reader  fome  farther  information 
touching  the  feveral  chara^ers  affcm- 
hled  in  this  vehicle.  The  quaker  was 
a  London  merchant,  who  had  been  at: 
Deal,  fuperin tending  the  repairs  of  a 
(hip,  which  had  fuftcred  by  a  ftorm  in 
the  Downs.  The  Wapping-landlady, 
was  on  her  return  from  the  fame  place, 
where  fhe  had  attended  the  payment  of 
a  man  of  war,  with  fundry  powers  of 
attorney,  granted  by  the  failors,  who 
had  lived  upon  credit  at  her  houfe.  Her 
competitor  in  fame  was  a  dealer  in  wine, 
a  fniuggler  of  French  lace,  and  a  petty 
gameltcr,  juft  arrived  from  Paris,  in  the 
company  of  an  Engliih  barber,  who  fat 
on  his  right-hand ;  and  the  young  wo- 
man was  daughter  of  a  country  c unite, 
in  her  way  to  London,  where  /he  was 
bound  apprentice  to  a  milliner. 

Hitherto  Fathom  had  fat  in  filent 
aftonifhment  at  the  manners  of  his  fel- 
low-travellers, which  far  exceeded  the 
notions  he  had  prc-conceivcdof  £ngH(h 
plainncfs  and  rufticiiy  :  he  found  h:m- 
i'elf  a  monument  of  that  difregard  and 
contempt  which  a  ftranger  never  ftiis 

to 
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to  meet  with  from  the  inhabiunu  of 
tills  iiland  ;  and  (aw  with  furprize,  an 
agreeable  young  creature  iit  as  folItaFy 
and  unheeded  aft  himrelf.  He  was,  iu- 
deed*  allured  by  the  rofes  of  her  com- 
plexion,  and  the  innocence  of  her  afpe^t, 
aitd  began  to  repent  of  having  pretended 
ignorance  of  tnc  language,  by  which 
hfi  was  reftrained  from  exercifmg  his 
eloquence  upon  her  heart  i  be  reiolved. 
however,  to  ingratiate  bimfelf,  if  pof- 
fible,  by  the  courtefy  and  politenefs  of 
dumh'ihew,  and  for  that  purpofc  put 
his  eyes  in  motion  without  farther  de- 
lay. 


CHAP.    XXIX. 

ANOTHER  PROVIDENTIAL  DELIVE- 
RANCE, FROM  THE  EFFECTS  CF 
THE  smuggler's  INGENIOUS 
CONJECTURES. 

DURING  thefe  deliberations,  the 
wine-roerchant,  with  a  view  to 
make  a  parade  of  his  fuperior  parts  and 
breeding,  as  well  as  to  pave  the  way 
for  a  match  at  b;ick.gammon»  made  a 
tender  of  his  fnufT-box  to  our  adyen-. 
turer,  and  afked  in  bad  French,  how 
he  travelled  from  Paris.     This  queib'oa. 
produced  a  feries  of  interrogations,  con- 
cerning the  place  of  Ferdinand's  abode 
in  that  city,  and  his  bufinefs  in  Eng-. 
land  i  fo  that  he  was  fain  to  praflife  the 
fcience  of  defence,  and  an^Acred  with 
fuch  ambiguity  as  aroufed  the  fuiplcion 
of  the  imuggler,  who  began  to  believe 
our  hero  had  fome  very  cogent  reafbn 
for  evading  his  curiofity:  he  immeiii- 
ately  fethis  reflexion  at  work,  and  after 
various  conjectures,  fixed  upon  Fathonrs 
being  the  young  pretender.     Big  with 
this  fuppoQtion,  he  eyed  him  with  the 
mod  earneil  attention,  comparing  his 
features   with  tlioi'c  of  the  chevalier's 
portrait,  which  he  had  feen  in  France  j 
and  though  the  faces  were  ?.$  unHke  as 
any  two  human  faces  could  be,  found 
the  refembiance  fo  Ariking  as  to  dilpel 
all  his  doubts,  and  pcrfuade  him  to  m- 
troduce  the  ilrangfr  to  i'omc  judice  on 
the  road  :  a  ilep  by  which  he  would  not 
only  manifed  his  zeal  for  the  Protellant 
fuccelTion,  but  ajfo  acquire  the  Iplcndid 
rewaiid  propofed  by  parliament,  to  any 
peribn  who  (hould  apprehend  tliat  fa- 
mous adventurer. 

Xheic  iiieag  intoxicated  the  brain  of 


this  man  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  enthuftaJm* 
that  he  adually  believed  himfelf  in.. 
poiTcflien  of  the  thirty  thoufand  pounds^ 
and  amufed  his  fancy  with  a  variety  of 
magnificent  projefls  to  be  executed  by 
means  of  that  acqiiifition  |  until  his  re* 
verie  was  interrupted  by  the  halting  of 
the  coach  at  the  inn  where  the  paffengers 
ufed  to  eat  their  break  falls.  Waked  at. 
he  was  from  the  dream  of  bappinefs, 
it  had  made  fuch  impreflion  on  bis 
mind,  that  feeing  Fathom  rift  up  with 
an  intention  to  alight,  he  took  it  for 
granted  his  defign  was  to  efcape,  and 
ieizing  him  by  the  collar,,  called  aloud 
for  ailiftance  in  the  king^a  name. 

Our  hero,  whofe  (agacity  and  pre- 
fence  of  mind  very  often  fuppUed  the 
place  of  courage,  inftead  of  being  ter- 
rified at  this  aiiault,  which  might  have 
diliurbcd  the  tranquillity  of  an  ordi- 
nary villain,  was  fo  perfeClIy  mafter  of 
every  circumilance  of^his  own  fituationi 
as  to  know  at  once,  that  the  aggreflbr 
could  not  poffibly  have  the  leaft  caufe  of 
complaint  againlt  him;  ryid  therefore, 
impuiing  this  violence  either  to  mad- 
neis  or  niifUke,  very  deliberately  fuf- 
fcred  himfelf  to  be  made  prifoner  by 
the  pjopic  of  the  hoiife,  who  ran  to  the 
coach-door,  in  obedience  to  the  fbjn- 
nions  of  the  wine- merchant.  The  reft 
of  the  company  were  flruck  dumb  with 
furprize  andconilernation  at  thisfudden 
adventure,  and  the  quakcr  ^dreading 
fome  fell  refiitance  on  the  fide  of  the" 
outlandini  man,  unpinned  the  other 
coach -door  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye, 
and  trundled  himfelf  into  the  mud  fcr ' 
fafety.  The  others  feeing  the  temper 
and  rcfignaiion  of  the  prfToner,  foon .re- 
covered their  recollection,  and  began  to 
enquire  into  the  caufe  of  his  arreft  i 
upon  which  the  captor,  whofe  teeth 
chattered  with  terror  and  impatience,  . 
gave  them  to  underftand,  that  he  was  a 
liace  criiiiinal,  and  demanded  their  help. 
in  conveying  him  to  jullice. 

Luckily  for  both  parties,  there  hap- 
pened to  be  at  the  inn  a  company  of 
Jquires  juft  returned  from  the  death  of 
a  leafh  of  hares,  which  they  had  or- 
dered to  be  drefl'ed  for  dinner,  and  among 
thefe  gentlemen  was  one  of  the  quorum^ 
to  whom  the  accufer  had  immediate  re- 
courfe,  marching  before  the  captive, 
who  walked  very  peaceably  between  the 
landlord  and  one  of  his  waiters,  and 
followed  by  a  crowd  of  fpeftatoi's,  fome 
of  whom  had  fecured  the  faithful  Mau- 
rice, 
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H^y  ^%a,  in  Ikh  befi^iTknir,  dofely  imi- 
tated the  deliberation  of  his  mafter. 
In  this  order  did  the  proceflion  advance 
to  the  apartment  in  which  the  maffiftnrte 
with  his  /ellows  of  the  xrhace,  fat  fmoak- 
ing  bit  morninff  pipe  over  a  tankard  of 
firop^  ale;  and  tnc  fmuegler  being  di* 
««cd  to  the  right  perlon,   «  May  it 

*  pleafeyour  woribif},*  Aid  he,  *  I  have 

*  brouffbt  this  foreigner  before  yon,  on 

*  a  violent  fufpicion  of  his  being  a  pro- 

*  claimed  outlaw,  and  I  dcfire,  before 

<  thefc  witneffes,  that  my  title  may  be 

*  made  good  to  the  reward  that  (hall 

*  become  due  upon  his  conviftion.' 

*   Friend/  replied  the  juftice,    «  I 

*  know  nothing  of  you  or  your  titles  $ 

*  but,  this  I  knoW;»  if  yon  have  any 

*  information  to  give  in,   you    muft 

*  come  to  my  houfc  when  I  am  at  home, 

*  and  proceed  in  a  lawful  way ;  that  is, 

*  d'ye  mind  me,  if  you  C^ear  as  how 

*  this  here  perfon  is  an  outlaw,  then  if 
'  (b  be  as  he  has  nothing  to  fay  to  the 
«  contrary,  my  clerk  Ihall  make  out  a 
'  mittimus;  and  To  to  gaol  with  him  till 

*  next  fize.'— *  But,  Sir,'  anfwered  the 
impeacher,  *  this  is  a  cafe  that  admits 

*  of  no  delay  j  the  perfon  I  hive  ap- 

*  prehended  is  a  priibnerof  confequence 
«  to  theftate.'— «  How,  feliorV  cried 
the  magiftrate,  interrupting  him,  *  is 

*  there  any  perfon  of  more  confequence 

*  than  one  of  his  majctiy*s  juftices  of 

*  the  peace,  who  is  befides  a  confide- 

*  rable  member  of  the  landed  interefl } 

*  D*ye  know,  firrah,  whoyoparetalk- 
*-  ing  to  ?  If  you  don't  go  about  your 

*  boHnefs,  I  believe  I  (hall  lay  you  by 

<  the  heels.'      , 

The  fmugglcr  fearing  his  priae  would 
cfcape,  through  the  ignorance,  pride, 
and  obftinacv  of  this  country  juftice, 
approached  his  worfhip,  and  in  a  whifper 
which  was  Overheard  by  all  the  com- 
panpr;  aflured  him  he  had  indubitable 
reaioa  to  believe  the  foreigner  was  no 
odier  than  the  Pretender's  eldeft  fon. 
At  mention  of  this  formidable  name, 
eyery  individual  of  the  audience  llartcd,  ' 
with  figns  of  terror  and  amazement. 
The  judice  dropped  his  pipe,  recoiled 
upon  his  chair,  and  looking  moft  ridi- 
cuIouHy  aghatt,  exclaimed,  <  Seize  him 

*  in  the  name  of  God  and  his  majefty 

*  King  George !  has  he  got  no  fecrct 

*  arms  about  him  ?' 

Fathom  being  thus  informed  of  the 
fulpicidn  under  which  he  ftood,  could 
not  help  fouling  at  the  eager nefs  v«rith 


which  the  (peBztdn  Ukyr  tipon  Mitt  | 
and  fuiiered  hinifelf  to  befeirched  with 
great  compdfurr^  Well  knowing  they 
vrould  find  no  n^oveables  about  hit 
perfon,  but  fuch  a),  open  cxaminationy 
wonld  turn  to  hrs  account ;  he,  there- 
fore, very  calmly  presented  to  the  ma« 
giilrate  his  purfe,  and  a  fmall  box  that 
contained  his  jevvds,  and  in  the  French 
language  defired  they  might  be  preferve^ 
from  the  hands  of  the  mob.  This  rw* 
qned  was  interpreted  by  the  tccuftr, 
who,  at  the  fame  time,  laid  claim  to 
the  booty;  the  juftice  took  charge  of 
the  depofit,  and  one  of  his  neighbours 
having  undertaken  the  office  of  clerk, 
he  proceeded  to  the  examination  of  the 
culprit,  whofe  papers  were  by  this  time 
laid  on  the  table  before  him.     '  Stran- 

*  ger,*  faid  he,    *  you  ftand  charged 

*  with  being  fon  of  the  Pretender  to 

*  thefe  realms :  what  have  you  to  fay 

*  in  vour  own  defence  ?'  Our  hero  af- 
fured  him,  in  the  French  language,  that 
he  was  falfely  impeached,  and  demanded 
juftice  on  the  accufer,  who,  without  the 
leaft  realbn,  had  made  fuch  a  malicioua 
attack  upon  the  life  and  honour  of  an 
innocent  gentleman. 

The  fmugfi'ler,  inftead  of  afVing  the 
part  of  a  faithi\i]  interpreter,  told  hit 
worikip  that  the  prifoner*s  anfwer  was 
no  more  than  a  fimple  denial,  which 
every  felon  would  make  who  had  no- 
thing elfe  to  plead  in  his  own  behalf} 
and  that  this  alone  was  a  ftrong  pre- 
fumption  of  his  guilt ;  becaufe,  it  he 
was  not  really  the  perfon  they  fufpe^ed 
him  to  be,  the  thmg  would  fpeak  fot 
itfelf ;  for,  if  he  was  not  the  young 
Pretender,  who  then  was  he.  This  ar- 
gument had  great  weight  with  the  juf- 
tice; who,  aUuming  a  very  important 
afpeft,  obferved,  *  Very  true,  friend— j* 

*  if  you  are  not  the  Pretender,  in  the 

*  name  of  God  who  are  you  ?— One  may 
'  fee  with  half  an  eye,  that  he   is  no 

*  better  than  a  promifcuous  fellow.' 
Ferdinand  now  began  to   repent  of 

having  pretended  ignorance  of  the  Eng- 
lifti  language,  as  he  found  him(Hf  at 
the  mercy  of  a  rafcal,  who  put  a  falfe 
glofs  upon  all  his  words  ;  and  addrefled 
himfelt  to  the  audience  fticccffively  in 
French,  High  Dutch,  Italian,  and  Hun- 
garian Latin,  defiring  to  know  if  any 
perfon  prefent  underftood  any  of  theH 
tongues^  that  his  anfwers  might  be  ho- 
netily  explained  to  the  bench.  But  he 
might  have  accofted  them  m  Chioe(e 
M  ,    with 
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withtbe  fame  Aiecefsi  diere  was  not 
oneperfoxi  prefeixt  tolerably  verfed  in 
his  mother  tongue,  muct^  leis  acquaint- 
ed with  any  foreign  language,  except 
the  wine- merchant;  who,  incenfeU  at 
this  appeal,  which  he  conGdered  as  an 
aftVont  to  his  integrity,  gave  the  judge 
tounderftand,  that  the  delinquent,  in- 
itead  of  fpeaking  to  the  purpofe,  con- 
tumaciouily  infulted  his  authority,  in 
ilmdry  foreign  lingo's,  which,  he  ap- 
prehended, wfl<;  9f\  additional  proof  of 
his  being  the  chevalier's-  Ton,  itaaTmucb 
ad  no  perfon  would  take  the  pains  to 
learn  fuch  a  variety  of  gibberifh,  except 
with  fome  iuxifter  intern. 

This  annotation  was  not  loft  upon 
the  fqufre,  who  was  too  jealous  of  the 
honour  of  his  oiHce,  to  overlook  fuch  a 
flagrant  inllance  of  contempt.  His 
e3(es  gliftened,  his  cheeks  were  inflated 
with  rage»  *  The  cafe  is  plain,'  faid 
he)  '  having  nothing  of  figniiication  to 

*  offer  in  his  own  favour,  he  grows  re- 

*  fra^lory,  and  abufes  the  court  in  his 

*  bafe  Roman  catbolick  jargon  !— But 
'I'll  let  you  know,  for  all  you  pretend. 
<  to  be  a  psince,-  you  are  no  better  than 
'  an  outlawed  vagrant  ^  and  1*11  fliew 

*  you  what  a  thing  j-ou  arc,  when  you 

*  come  in  compofition  with  an  Engliih. 

*  juilice  like  me,  who  have  more  thaa 

*  once  extbiguijbed  myfflf  in  the  fer- 

*  vice  of  my  country.     As  nothing  elfe 

*  accrues f  your  purfe,  black -box,  and 

*  papers,  lUall  be  fealed  up  before  wit- 
'  nefles,  and  fent  by  exprefs  to  one  of 

*  his  ma  jelly's  fecretarics  of  ftate;  and 

*  as  for  yourfclf,  I  will  apply  to  the 
«  militaiy  at  Canterbury,  for  a  guard 

*  to  condu6>  you  to  London.' 

This  was  a  very  unwdcome  declara- 
tion to  our  adventurer  j  who  was  on  the 
point  of  haranguing  the  julliceand  fpec- 
tatois  in  their  own  language,  when  he 
was  relieved  from  the  neceifity  of  taking 
that  ftep^  by  theintcrpolltion  of  a  young 
nobleman  jufl  airived  at  the  Inn;  who, 
bftiug  informed  of  this  ftrange  exami- 
nation, entered  the  court,  and  at  firll 
fight  of  the  prifoasr,  allured  the  judke 
he  was  impoied  upon  ^  foi,  that  he 
himfelf  had  often  feen  the  young  Pre- 
tender in  Paris,  and  that  there  was  no 
kind  of  refemblance  between  that  ad- 
venturer and  the  perfon  now  before  him. 
The  accufcr  was  not  a  little  mortiAed  at 
his  lord/hip's  aiHrmation,  which  met 
with  all  due  regard  from  the  bench  j 
tliough  the  Qiagiitiatc  took  notice,  that 


granting  the  prifoner  was  not  the  jwing 
chevalier  hiipfelf,  it  was  highly  pro- 
bable he  was  an  emifTary  of  that  houlV, 
as  he  could  give  no  fatisfa£lory  account 
of  himfelf,  and  was  poffeflcd  of  things 
of  fuch  value  as  no  honed  man  would 
expofe  to  the  accidents  of  the  road. 

Fathom  having  thus  found  an  inter- 
preter, who  figni£d  to  him  in  the  Piench 
tongue  the  doubts  of  the  joftict,  told 
his  lordHiip,  that  he  wa«  a  gentleman 
of  a  noble  houfe  in  Germany,  who  for 
cei'tain  reafons  had  come  abroad  incog- 
nito,  with  a  view  to  fee  the  world  5  and 
that,  although  the  letters  they  had  leiz- 
cd  would  prove  the  truth  of  that  afler- 
tion,  he  Ihould  be  loth  to  expofe  bis 
private  concerns  to  the  knowledge  of 
ltrangers,if  he  could  poflibly  he  releafed 
without  that  mortification.  The  young 
nobleman  explained  his  defire  to  the 
court  i  but  his  own  curiofity  being  in- 
tcreftcd,  obferved  at  the  fame  time,  that 
the  juftice  could  not  be  faid  to  have 
diichargcd  the  duty  of  his  ftation,  until 
he  (hould  have  examined  every  circum- 
rtance  relating  to  the  prifoner :  upoa 
which  remonlfrance,  he  was  requefted 
by  the  bench  to  pemfe  the  papers,  and" 
accordingly  communicated  thefubftance . 
of  one  letter  to  this  effe^. 

*  MY   DEAR  SON*, 

*-    '  proving  the  rafli  ftep  you  hs^vc 

*  taken  in  withdrawing  yourlelf  from 

*  your  father's  houfe,  in  order  to  avoid 

*  an  engagement,  which  would    have 

*  betn  equally  honourable  and  advan- . 

*  tageous  to  your  familjf;  I. cannot  To 

*  fir  iupprefs  my  affe^lion,  as  to  bear 

*  the  thought  of^your  undergoing  thofc 

*  hardfliips,  which,  for  your  difobedi- 

*  once,  you  deftrve  to  fuffer.  I  have, 
'  therefore,  withont  the  knowledge  of 
«  your  father,  fent  the  bearer  to  attend 

*  you  in  your  peregrinations.;  his  fide- 
'  lity  you  know  bath  been  tried  in  a 

<  long  couife  of  fervice,  and  I  have 

*  entiuttcd  to  his  care,  for  your  ufe,  a 
'  purfe  of  two  hundred  ducats,  and  a 
'  box  of  jewels  to  the  value  of  twice 

*  that  fum,  which,   though  not  fufii- 

*  cient  to  fupport  an  ^equipage  fuitable 

<  to  your  birth,  will,  at  leaft,  for  {bme 

*  time,  pre/erve  you  from  the  importu- 

*  nities  of  want.     When  you  are  duti- 

*  ful  er«>ugh  to  explain   your  defigns 

<  and  iiCuation^  you  may  cxpe6l  nr- 
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'  tfaer  indulgence  from  your  too  tender 
^  and  difconfolate  mother^ 

<  Tbk  CovWTXtfl  or  Fathom.* 

This  letter^  which,  as  well  as  the 
others,  our  hero  had  forged  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  efFe^ually  anfwered  bis  intent,  in 
throwing  duft  in  the  eyes  and  under- 
ftanding  uf  the  fpeflators,  who  now 
regarded  the  prifoner  with  looks  of 
relpeflful  remorie,  as  a  man  of  quality 
who  had  been  falfely  accufed  :  his  lord- 
fliip,  to  make  a  parade  of  his  own  po- 
litenefs  and  importance,  aiTuied  the 
t)ench  he  was  no  Granger  to  the  family 
of  the  Fathoms,  and  with  a  compliment, 
gave  Ferdinand  to  underftand  he  had 
xormQ-ly  fecn  him  at  Veri'ailles.  There 
being  no  longer  room  for  fufpicion,  the 
jufticc  ordered  our  adventurer  to  be  fet 
at  liberty,  and  even  invited  him  to  be 
(eated,  -with  an  apology  for  the  rude 
manner  in  which  he  had  been  treated^ 
owing  to  the  mifinformation  of  the  ac- 
cufer,  who  was  threatened  \iith  the 
ftocks  for  his  malice  and  prervmption. 

But  this  was  not  the  only  triumph 
cur  hero  obtained  over  the  wine-mer- 
chant. Maurice  was  no  fooner  unfet- 
teredy  than  advancing  into  the  middle 
of  the  room;  *  My  lord,'  faid  he,  ad- 
dreiling  himfelf  in  French  to  his  ma- 
tter's deliverer,   *  fince  you  have  been 

*  fo  generous  as  to  proteft  a  noble  ft  ran - 

*  ger  from  the  danger  of  fuch  a  {alfe 

*  accufation,  I  hope  you  will  Hill  lay 

*  an  additional  obligation  upon  the 
'  count,  by  retorting  the  vengeance  of 
'  the  law  upon  his  perfidious  accufer, 

*  whom  I  know  to  be  a  trader  in  thofe 
'  articles  of    merchandize   which   aie 

*  prohibited  by  the  ordinances  of  this 

*  nation.     I  have  feen  him  lately  at 

*  Boulogne,  and  am  pcrfeftly  well  ac- 
'  quainted  with  fome  perlbns  who  have 

*  fupplled  him   with  French  lace  and 

*  embroidery  j  and,  as  a  proof  of  what 

*  I  alledge,  I  dciire  you  will  order  him 

*  and  this,  barber,  who  is  his  under- 

*  ftrapper,  to  be  examined  on  the  fpot.' 
This  charge,  which  was  immediately 

explained  to  the  bench,  yielded  extra- 
ordinary fatisfa^lion  to  the  fprflators, 
one  of  whom  being  an  officer  of  the 
cufloms,  forthwith  began  to  exerclfe  his 
fun6lion  upon  the  unlucky  perruquitr, 
who,  being  dripped  of  his  upper  gar- 
ments, and  even  of  bis  fhirt,  appeared 
)ike  the  mummy  of  an  Egyptian  king, 


moft  curioufly  rolled  up  in  bandages  cf 
rich,  figured  gold  fhalloon,  that  covered 
the  fkirts  of  four  embroidered  waiit- 
coats.  The  merchant  feeing^  his  ex- 
pectation fo  unhappily  reverfcd,  made 
an  effort  to  retire  with  the  moil  rueful 
afpeCl ;  but  was  prevented  by  the  offi- 
cer, who  demanded  the  interpofition  of 
the  civil  power,  that  he  might  iinder£o 
the  fame  examination  to .  which  the 
other  had  been  fubjeded.  He  was  ac- 
cordingly rilled  without  lofs  of  time, 
and  the  enquiry  proved  well  worth  the 
care  of  him  who  made  it  j  for  a  confi- 
derable  booty  of  the  fame  fort  of  mer- 
chandize was  found  in  his  boots, 
breeches,  hat,  and  bctvi-een  the  buck- 
ram and  lining  of  his  furtout.  Yet» 
not  contented  with  this  prize,  the  ex- 
perienced fpoiler  proceeded  to  fearch 
his  baggage,  and  perceiving  a  falfe  bot- 
tom in  his  portmanteau,  detected  be« 
neath  it  a  valuable  acceflion  to  the  plun- 
der he  had  already  obtained* 


CHAP.    XXX. 

THE  SINGULAR  MANNER  OF  FA- 
THOM'S ATTACK  AND  TRIUMPH 
OVER  THE  VIRTUE  OF  THE  FAIR 
ELENOR. 

PROPER  cognizance  being  thus 
taken  of  thcle  contraband  efFecls, 
and  the  informer  fumiOied  with  a  cer- 
tificate by  which  he  was  intitled  to  a 
/liare  of  the  feizure,  the  coachman  fum«- 
iiioned  his  palTengers  to  the  carriage ; 
the  piirfc  and  jewels  were  rcftorcd  to 
Count  Fathom,  who  thanked  the  iuilice, 
and  his  lordfhip  in  particular,  tor  the 
candour  and  hofpitality  with  which  he 
had  been  treated,  and  refumed  his  place 
in  the  vehicle,  anndft  the  congratulations 
of  all  his  fellow-travellers,. except  the 
two  forlorn  fmugglcrs ;  who,  iniiead  of 
re-imbarking  in  the  coach,  thought  pro- 
per to  remain  at  the  inn,  with  a  view  to 
niiti|;ate,  if  poffible,  the  feverity  of  their 
misfortune. 

Among  thofe  who  felicitated  Fathom 
upon  the  iflTuc  of  this  adventure,  the 
young  maiden  feemcd  to  exprefs  the 
molt  fcnfiblc  plcafure  at  that  event. 
The  artful  language  of  his  eyes  had 
raifed  in  her  breall  certain  fluttering 
emotions,  before  fhe  knew  the  value  cf 
her  cor.cjuelt  j  but  now  that  his  rnnk 
and  condition  were  difcovercd,  thefc 
M  z  tranf- 
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traufports  were  increafed  by  the  ideat  of 
yanity  and  ambition,  which  ace  mingled 
with  the  £rft  feeds  of  every  female  cour 
dilution.  The  belief  of  having  capti- 
vated the  heart  of  a  man  who  could 
raife  her  to  the  rank  and  dignity  of  a 
counteii,  produced  fucb  agreeable  fen- 
Rations  in  her  fancy,  that  her  eyes  ft  one 
with  unufual  luftre,  and  a  continual 
/mile  played  in  dimples  on  her  rofv 
cheeks  $  Co  that  her  attra^lions,  though 
not  powerful  enough  to  engage  the  af- 
ie^ion^  were  yet  fuficient  to  infldmi^ 
the  defire  of  our  adventurer,  who  very 
Jioneftly  maiked  her  chaftity  for  prey  to 
hi«  voluptuous  pafllon.  Had  ine  been 
well  feafoned  with  knowledge  and  ex- 
jpericnce,  and  compleatly  armed  with 
caution  againft  the  ajtifice  and  villainy 
of  man,  her  virtue  might  not  have  been 
able  to  withAand  the  engines  of  fuch 
an  ailailam,  confiderlng  the  dangerous 
ApportunitK-s  to  which  ihe  was  neceffa- 
rily  exp'Jcd :  how  eafy  then  mutt  his 
vi^oiy  have  been  over  an  innocent, 
unfufpe^ing  country  damfel,  fluflied 
with  the  v^rmth  of  youth,  and  an  utter 
ftrangcr  to  the  ways  of  life ! 

While  Obadiah,  therefore,  and  his 
plump  companion  were  eng^gtd  in  con- 
verfarion  on  the  (Irange  incidents  which 
bad  palTtd,  Fathom  afted  a  very  ex- 
preffive  pantomime  with  this  fair  buxcm 
symph,  who  comprehended  his  mean- 
ing with  furprizing  facility,  and  was  at 
£6  little  pains  to  conceal  the  pleafure  ihe 
iook  in  this  kind  of  intercouiTe,  that 
feveval  warm  fqueezes  were  interchanged 
.between  her  and  her  lover,  btfoie  they 
arrived  at  Rochefter,  wlierc  thfy  pro- 
pofed  to  dine.  It  was  duiing  this  pe- 
riod, he  learned  from  the  anfwers  fhe 
ioade  to  the  inquifitive  quaker,  that  her 
fole  dcpcndance  was  uj>on  a  relation, 
to  whom  (he  had  a  letter,  and  that  (he 
was  a  perfed  Itranger  in  the  great  city; 
circumltances  on  wliich  he  ioon  formed 
the  proje£l  of  her  ruin. 

Upon  their  arrival  at  the  Black  Bull, 
be,  for  the  fiift  time,  found  himlclf  alone 
with  bis  Amanda,  whofe  name  was 
Kienor,  their  fellow-travellers  being 
ellewhere  employed  about  their  own 
concerns;  and,  unwilling  to  lofe  the 
precious  opportunity,  he  began  to  zSt 
the  part  of  a  very  importunate  lover, 
which  he  conceived  to  be  a  proper  fequel 
to  the  prelude  which  had  been  per-^ 
formed  m  the  coach.  The  freedoms 
that  ihe,  out  of  pure  fimplicity  aod 


good-humour,  penputtrd  him.  to  tdfcf 
with  her  hand,  and  even  her  ro^y  lips^ 
encouraged  him  to  maftife  other  fami- 
iiaritics  upon  her  tair  bofiMu,*  which 
fcandalized  her  virtue  fo  much,  that  ia 
A>ite  of  the  paflion  ihe  had  began  to  in* 
dulge  in  his  behalf,  ihe  re}e£ted  his  ad- 
vances  with  all  the  marks  of  anger  and 
diftlain  j  and  he  found  it  neccflary  to  ap- 
peafethe  ftorm  he  had  raifed,  by  the  moft 
refpeflful  and  fubmiffive  demeanours 
reiblving  to  change  his  operations,  and 
carry  on  his  attacks  (b  as  to  make  her 
yield  at  difcretion,  without  alarming 
her  religion  or  pride.  Accordingly,^ 
when  the  bill  was  called  after  dinner^ 
he  took  particular  notice  of  her  beha- 
viour, and  perceiving  her  pull  out  a  laige 
leathern  purfe  that  contained  herinoney„ 
reconnoitered  the  pocket  in  which  it 
was  depofitedy  and  while  .they  (at  clofe 
to  ^ch  other  in  the  carriage,  conv^ed  , 
it  with  admirable  dexterity  into  an  hole 
in  the  cuihion.  Whether  the  corpulent 
couple,  who  fat  oppofite  to  theic  lovers^ 
had  entered  into  an  amorous  engage* 
ment  at  the  inn,  or  were  fevtrally  m* 
duced  by  other  motives,  is  uncertain  j 
but,  fure  it  is,  both  left  the  coach  on. 
that  part  of  the  road  which  lies  neare^ 
to  Gravefend,  and  bade  adieu  to  thr 
other  pair,  on  pretence  of  having  ui^gcnt 
bufinelsat  that  place. 

Ferdinand,  not  a  little  pleaied  at  their 
departure,  renewed  his  moft  pathctick 
expreilions  of  love,  and  fung  ieven^ 
French  fongs  on  that  tender  fubjef^ 
which  (eem^  to  thrill  to  the  foul  of  hia 
beauteous  Helen.  While  the  drivqf 
halted  at  Dartford  to  water  his  horfe$» 
(he  was  fmit  with  the  appearance  <^ 
fome  cheefecakes,  which  were  prefented 
by  the  landlady  of  the  houfe,  and  hav- 
ing bargained  for  two  or  three,  puthor 
hand  in  her  pocket,  in  order  to  pay  f^ 
the  purchafe  j  but  what  was  her  afto** 
ni  ill  ment,  when  after  having  rummaged 
her  equipage,  ihe  underftood  her  who^ 
fortune  was  loii !  This  miiliap  was  bj 
a  loud  (hrick  announced  to  our  herc^ 
who  aife^ed  iniinite  amazement  and 
concern ;  and  no  fooner  learned  the 
caufe  of  her  afili^ion,  than  he  prefented 
her  with  his  own  purfe,  from  which  he, 
in  cmphatick  dumb-liew,  begged  ihe 
would  indemnify  herfelf  for  the  damage 
ilie  had  fuftained.  Although  this  kind 
profler  was  fome  alleviation  of  her  mis* 
fortune,  (he  did  not  fail  to  pour  forth 
a  molt  pitcouf  lame&tatioiij  importing 

that 
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Aat  ilie  ImuI  Bot  only  loft  fll  hcrflionty« 
tmounting  to  five  pounds,  but  alfo  her 
letter  of  recommeDdatioiiy  upon  which 
ibe  bad  altogether  relied  for  prefent  em- 
plovcient. 

The  vehicle*  was  isinutely  fearched 
from  top  to  bottom  by  herfelf  and  om* 
adventurer,  aidifted  by  Maurice  and  the 
coachman ;  who  finding  their  inquiry 
snefCe^ualy  did  not  fctuple  to  declare 
his  fufpicion  of  the  two  fat  turtles  who 
had  deferted  the  coach  in  inch  an  abrupt 
manner.  In  a  word,  he  rendered  tms 
conjedure  fo  plaufible,  by  wrefting  the 
circumftances  of  their  behaviour  and 
retreat,  that  poor  Elenor  implicitly  be- 
lieved they  were  the  thieves  b^  whom 
flie  had  fuffered  j  and  was  prevailed  up- 
on to  accept  the  proifered  aiTiftance  of 
the  generous  count,  who  feeine  her  very 
much  difordcred  by  this  mifcnance,  in- 
Med  upon  her  di  inking  a  lar^  glais  of 
Canary  to  quiet  thenerturbation  of  her 
fpirits.  This  is  a  (eafon  which  of  all 
others  is  the  moft  propitious  to  the  at* 
tempts  of  an  artful  lover  f  and  juftifiet 
the  meUphorical  maxim  of  fi(hii^  in 
troubled^  waters.  There  is  an  amnity 
and  ihort  tranfition  betwixt  all  the  vio- 
lent paflions  that  agitau  the  human 
mind :  they  are  all  talfe  perfpe^livcs, 
which,  though  they  magnify, yet  perplex 
and  render  indi(iin£l  every  obje^  which 
they  reprefent  {  and  flattery  is  never  fo 
fuccefuully  adminiiiered,as  to  thofe  who 
know  they  iland  in  need  of  friendHiip, 
aflent,  and  approbation. 

The  cordial  flie  fwaliowed,  far  from 
calming,  increai'ed  the  dilluibance  of 
her  thoughts,  and  produced  an  intoxica- 
tion i  during  which  Ihe  talked  in  an 
incoherent  itrain,  laughed  and  wept  by 
turns,  and  a^ed  other  extravagances, 
which  are  known  to  be  fymptoms  oi  the 
hyfterical  affcftion.  Fathom,  though 
an  utter  (Inuiger  to  the  fentiments  of 
honour,  pity,  and  remorle,  would  not 
perpetrate  his  vicious  purpofe,  though 
favoured  by  the  delirium  his  villainy 
had  inuLled  upon  this  unfortunateyoung 
mudcn  i  bccaufe  his  appetite  demand 
cd  a  more  perfect  facrifice  than  that 
which  flie  could  yield  in  her  prefent 
deplorable  fituation,  when  her  will 
muft  have  been  altogether  unconcerned 
in  his  fuccefs.  Determined,  therefore, 
to  make  a  conqueft  of  her  virtue,  befoiie 
he  would  take  poifeflion  of  her  pei  ion, 
he  mimicked  that  compalfion  and  bene- 
vohenpcy  which  bis  heait  had  never  felt. 


and  when  the  coach  arrived  at  London^ 
not  only  difcharged  what  ihe  owed  for 
her  place^  but  likewiie  procured  fur  her 
an  apartment  in  the  houfe  to  which  he 
himielf  had  been  dire^led  for  lodgings, 
;ind  even  hired  a  nurfe  to  attend  her  - 
iluring  a  fevere  ftvtr,  which  wa9  tlie 
conftquence  of  her  difappointment  and 
deipondence.  Indeed,  He  was  iupplied 
with  all  ncceifaries  by  the  generoiity  of 
this  noble  count;  who,  for  the  intereftof 
his  paflion,  and  the  honour  of  his  name» 
was  reiblvcd  to  extend  his  charity  to  the 
lad  faithing  of  her  own  money,  which 
he  had  been  wife  enough  to  fi;cure  for 
this  purpose. 

Her  youth  foon  got  the  better  of  her 
diftemper,  and  when  ihe  underftood  Iver 
obligations  to  the  count,  who  did  ncNt 
fiil  to  attend  her  in  perfi)n  with  great 
tendemefs,  her  heart,  which  had  been 
before  prepofleffed  in  his  favour,  now 
glowed  with  all  the  warmth  of  grati- 
tude, eAeem,  and  affedion.    She  Jcoew 
herfelf  in  a  ftrange  place,  deditute  of  ^ 
refource  but  in  his  generofity :  fhe  loved 
his  pcrfon,  Ihe  was  dazzled  by  his  rank; 
and  he  knew  fo  well  how  to  improve 
the  opportunities  and  advantages  he  de- 
rived from  her  unhappy  iltuation,  that 
he  gradually  proceeded  in  fapping,from 
one  degree  of  intimacy  to  another,  until 
all  the  bulwarks  of  her  chaftity  were 
undermined,  and  ihe  Aihmitted  to  hia 
deiire,  not  with  the  reluflance  of  a  van^ 
quiihed  people,  but  with  all  the  tranf- 
purts   of  a  joyful  city,  that  opens  it^a 
gates  to   receive  a  darling  prince  re- 
turned from  conqueft;  for  by  this  time 
he  had  aitfully  concentred  and  kindled 
up  all  the  inflammable  ingredientsof  h«r 
conllitution,  and  ihe  now  looked  back 
upon  the  virtuous  principles  of  her  edu- 
cation as  upon  a  difagreeable  and  tedi- 
ous dream,  from  which  ihe  had  waked 
to  the  fruition  of  never-fading  joy. 


CHAP.    XXXI. 

HE  BY  ACCIDENT  BNCOUNTBRt 
HIS  OLD  FRIEND,  WITH  WHOM 
HB  HOLDS  A  CONFERBNCfi,  AND 
RENEWS    A  TREATY. 

OUR  hero  having  thus  provided 
hinifelf  with  a  proper  fubjcfl  for 
his  hours  of  dalliance,  tnought  it  wa« 
now  high  time  to  iludy  the  ground 
which  he  had  pitched  upon  for  the  fcene  • 
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of  his  exploits;  and  with  that  view 
jnade  feveral  ekcuHions  to  difFerent  parts 
of  the  town,  where  there  was  oc^ht  of 
entertainment  or  inftru£lion  to  he  found: 
yet  he  always,  on  thefe  occafions,  ap- 
peared in  an  obfcure  ordinary  drefs,  m 
order  to  avoid  Angularity,  and  never 
went  twice  to  the  fame  coffee -houfe, 
that  his  perfon  might  not  be  afterwards 
known,  in  cafe  he  (hould  thine  forth  to 
Che  publick  in  a  fupevior  fphere.  On 
bis  return  from  one  of  thefe  expeditions, 
while  he  was  palling  through  Ludgate, 
his  eyes  were  fuddenly  encountered  by 
the  apparition  of  his  old  friend  the  Ty- 
rolczc,  who  perceiving  himfelf  fairly 
eaught  m  ttie  toil,  made  a  virtue  of  ne- 
ceflity,  and  running  up  to  our  adven- 
turer with  an  af|)e6l  of  eagernefs  and 
joy,  clafped  him  in  his  arms,  as  fome 
dear  friend  whom  he  hnd  cafually  found 
mfter  a  moft  tedious  and  diragreeable  fe- 
paration. 

Fathom,  whofe  genius  never  failed 
him  in  fuch  emergencies,  far  from  re- 
ceiving thefe  advances  with  the  threats 
and  reproaches  which  the  other  had  de- 
served at  his  hincls,  returned  the  fa  lute 
with  equal  warmth,  and  was  really 
overjoyed  at  meeting  with  a  perfon  who 
might  one  way  or  other  make  amends 
tor  the  perfidy  of  his  former  conduft. 
The  Tyroleze,  whofc  name  was  Ratch- 
kali,  pteaied  with  his  reception,  pro- 
pofeii  they  ftiouid  aiijourn  to  the  mxt 
tavern,  in  which  they  had  no  Iboncr 
taken  pofleflion  of  an  apartment,  ihiin  he 
addreiled  hiniftrlf  to  his  o\d  companion 
in  thefe  words. 

*  Mr.  Fathom,  by  your  frank  and 

*  obliging  manner  of  treating  a  man 
«  who  hath  done  you  wrong,  1  am  more 

*  and  more  confirmed  in  my  opinion  of 
«  your  fagacity,   which  I  have  often 

*  confidwTtd  with  admiration  :  I  will 
«  not,  therefore,  attempt  to  make  an 

*  ppology  for  my  conduft  at  our  laft 

*  parting}  but  only  affure  you  that  this 
'  meeting  may  turn  out  to  our  mutual 

*  advantcige,   if  we  now  re  enter  into 

*  an  unreicrved  union,  the  tics  of  which 
«  we  will  foon  find  it  our  interell  and 

*  inclination  to  preferve.     For  my  own 

*  part,  as  my  judgment  is  ripened  by 

*  experience,  fo  are  my  fen  ti  men  is 
'  changed  fmce  our  latl  aflTociation.     I 

*  have  iieen  many  a  rich  haivert  tod  for 

*  want  of  a  fellow- labourer  in  the  v  ne- 

*  yard ;  and  I  have  more  than  once  fnllen 

*  »  ikck-if.ce  to  d  coaibiivition,  which  I 


*  could  have  refifted  with  the  help  of 
'  one  able  auxiliary.  Indeed,  I  might 
'  prove  what  I  alledge  bv  mathematical 

*  demonftration ;  and  I  believe  pobody 
'  .will  pretend  to  deny,  that  two  heads 

*  are  better  than  one  in  all  cafes  that 

*  require  difcernment  and  deliberation.'' 
Ferdinand  could  not  help  owning  t!ie 

fanity  of  his  obfervations,  and  fonh- 
with  acquiefced  in  his  propofal  of  the 
new  alliance ;  defiring  to  know  the  cha- 
ra^er  in  which  he  afted  on  the  Englifii 
ilage,  and  the  fcheme  he  would  offer 
for  their  mutual  emolument:  at  the 
fame  time  he  refolved  within  himfelf  to 
keep  fuch  a  ffrift  eye  over  his  future 
a£lions,  as  would  fruArate  anv  defiga 
he  might  hereafter  harbour,  o/^  repeat- 
ing the  prank  he  had  fo  fuccefsfully 
played  upon  him  in  their  journey  from 
the  bauks  of  the  Rhine. 

*  Having  quitted  you  at  Bar-le-duc,' 
refumed  the  Tyroleze, « I  travelled  with- 

*  out  ccafing,  until  I  arrived  at  Franck- 

*  fort  upon  the  Maine,  where  I  aflumed 
«  the  charaftiT  of  a  French  chevalier, 

*  and    ftruck   fome  malferlv    (Irokes, 

*  which  you  yourfelf  would  not  have 

*  deemed  unworthy  of  your  invention  | 

*  and  my  fuccefs  was  the  more  agneea- 

*  ble.  as  my  operations  were  chiefly  car- 

*  ried  on  againfl  the  enemies  of  ourrcli- 

*  gion ;  but  my  profperity  was  not  of 

*  long  duration.  Seeing  they  could  not 

*  foil   me  at  my  own  weapons,  they 

*  formed  a  damned  confpiracy,  by  which 

*  I  not  only  lo'i  all  the  fruits  of  my  in- 
«  duilry,  but  likewife  ran  the  mofl  im* 

*  mincnt  hazaid  of  my  life.  I  had  or- 
«  dcrcd  fome  of  thofe  jewels  which  I 

*  had    borrowed  of  my   good    friend 

*  Fathom,  to  be  new  fet  in  a  falhionable 
<  tade,  and  foon  after  had  an  opportu- 

*  nity  to  fell  one  of  thefe  at  a  great  ad- 
'  vantage  to  one  of  the  fraternity,  who 

*  offered  an  extraordinai-y  price  for  the 

*  (lone,  on  pisrpofe  to  cffcA  iny  ruin. 
.  *  In  Icfs  than  four  and  twenty  hours 

*  nfttr  this  bargain,  I  was  arrefled  by 
«  iheofncnsof  jufticc,  upon  the  osth 

*  of  the  purchalt-r,  who  undertook  to 

*  prove  me  guiliyof  a  fraud,  in  felling 

*  a  Saxon  pebble  for  a  real  diamond; 

*  ard  this  accufation  was  a£lually  true, 

*  for  the  change  had  been  arifijlly  put 

*  upon  me  by  the  jeweller,  who  was 
«  himlelfengagedin  the  confpiracy. 

•  Had  my  confcience  been  clear  of 

*  any  other  iinpeachmcnt,  perhaps  I 
'  Ihoul  J  have  relied  my  caufc  upon  the 

•  equity 
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equity  and  protedion  of  the  law;  but 
I  forefaw  that  the  trial  would  intro- 
duce an  inquiry^  to  which  I  was  not 
at  all  ambitious  of  fubmitting,  and 
therefore  was  fain  to  compromife  the 
affair,  at  the  price  of  alnaoft  my  whole 
fortune.  Yet  thi«  accommodation 
was  not  made  fo  fecretly  but  that  my 
chara^er  was  blafted,  and  my  credit 
overthrown ;  fo  that  I  was  fain  to  re- 
linquifli  my  occaiional  equipage,  and 
hire  myfelfas  journeyman  to  a  lapida- 
ry, an  employment  which  I  had  ex- 
ercifed  in  my  youth.  In  this  ohfcure 
ftatipn  I  labfoured  with  great  afliduity, 
until  I  made  myfelf  perfe^  in  the 
knowledge  of  Hones,  as  well  as  in  the 
different  methods  of  fetting  them  off 
to  the  beft  advantage  ;  and  having, 
by  dint  of  induftry  and  addrei's,  got 
pofledion  of  a  fmall  parcel,  fct  out  for 
this  kingdom,  in  which  I  happily  ar- 
rived about  four  months  a^o ;  and 
furcly  England  is  the  paradile  of  ar- 
tifts  of  our  profeflion  I 
'  One  would  imagine,  that  nature 
had  created  the  inhabitants  for  the 
fupport  and  enjoyment  of  adventurers 
like  you  and  me.  Not  that  theie 
iflanders  open  the  arms  of  hofpitality 
to  all  foreigners  without  dillin6lion : 
on  the  contrary,  they  inherit  from  their 
fathers  an  unreafonable  prejudice  a- 
gainft  all  nations  under  the  lun  ;  and 
when  an  Englifhman  happens  to  quar- 
rel with  a  ttranger,  the  firft  term  of 
reproach  he  ufes  is  the  name  of  his 
antagonists  country,  characterized  by 
Comt  opprobrious  epithet ;  fuch  as  a 
chattenng  Frenchman,  an  Italian  ape, 
a  German  hog,  and  a  bealHy  Dutch- 
man ;  nay,  their  national  prepoflfefllon 
is  maintained  even  againit  thofe  peo- 
ple with  whom  they  are  united  under 
the  fame  laws  and  government  i  for 
nothing  is  more  common  than  to  hear 
them  exclaim  again (t  their  fellow- 
fubjefls  in  the  exprriTions  of  a  beggar- 
ly Scot,  and  an  impudent  Iiifh  bog- 
trotter.  Yet  this  veiy  prejudice  will 
never  fail  to  turn  to  the  account  of 
every  granger  pofTefled  of  ordinary  ta- 
lents (  for  he  will  always  And  oppor- 
tunities of  converfing  with  them  in 
coffee -houfes,  and  places  of  publick 
refort,  in  fpite  of  their  profefted  rc- 
lerve;  which,  by  the  bye,  is  Co  ex- 
traordinary, that  I  know  fome  people 
who  have  lived  twenty  years  in  the 
fame  houfe^  \^'ith9Ut  exchanging  one 


word  with  their  next-door  neighbours; 
yet,  provided  lie  can  talk  fenfibly,  and 
prefervc  the  deportment  of  a  fob^r 
gentleman  in  thofe  occafional  conver* 
fations,  his  behaviour  will  be  the 
more  remarkably  pleafing,  as  it  will 
agreeably  difappomt  the  expe&ation 
of  the  perfon  who  had  entertained  no* 
tions  to  his  prejudice.  When  a  fo- 
reigner has  once  crofled  this  bar,  which 
perpetually  occurs,  he  fails  without 
farther  difficulty  into  the  harbour  of 
an  Englifliman's  good -will;  for*  the 
pique  is  neither  perfonal  nor  ranco- 
rous, but  rather  contemptuous  and 
national  5  fo  that  while  he  defptfes  a 
people  in  the  lump,  an  individual  of 
that  veiy  community  may  be  one  of 
his  chief  favourites. 
*  The  Englilh  are  in  general  upright 
and  hone  It,  therefore  unfuf|>e6ling  and 
credulous :  they  are  too  much  engroff- 
cd  with  their  own  bulinefs,  to  pry  in- 
to the  conduct  of  their  neighbours, 
and  too  indifferent,  in  point  of  dif- 
pofitjon,  to  intereft  ihemfelves  in  what 
they  conceive  to  be  foreign  to  their 
own  concerns.  They  are  wealthy  and 
mercantile,  of  confequence  liberal  and 
adventurous^ ;  and  U>  well  dilpofed  to 
take  a  man's  own  word  for  his  im- 
portance, that  they  fuffer  themfdvea 
to  be  preyed  upon  fey  fuch  a  bungling 
fet  of  impoltors,  as  would  ftarve  for 
lack  of  addrefs  in  any  other  countiv 
under  the  fun.This  being  a  true  (ketcli 
of  the  Briti/h  character,  fo  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  obferve  and  leam, 
you  will  eafily  comprehend  the  pro- 
fits that  mny  be  extruded  from  it,  by 
virtue  of  thofe  arts  in  which  you  A* 
eminently  excel ;  ths  greatt  the  uu- 
botuuhJ  profpefl  lies  bcfo  v  me  I  In  - 
deed,  1  look  upon  iliis  opulent  king- 
dom, as  a  wide  and  fertile  common, 
on  which  we  adventurers  may  range 
for  prey,  wit;ii>ut  let  or  moleitarion  r 
for  fo  jealous  are  the  natives  of  tlwir 
liberty,  that  they  will  not  bear  the  re- 
llralnt  of  nece/Tary  police ;  and  aa 
abie  artilt  mav  enrich  himfelf  with 
their  fpoiU,  without  running  any  rilk 
of  attracting  the  notice  of  the  magi- 
(trate,  or  incurring  the  lealt  ptnalty 
of  the  law. 

'  liia  woid|  this  metropolis  is  a  vaft 
mafquerade,  in  which  a  man  of  (ha- 
tagcm  may  wear  a  thousand  diifaent 
diiguifes,  without  dangei*  of  detection* 
Thtic  13  a  I'aiiety  of  fhapes  in  which 
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the  bag|;age  of  this  furrign  nobteimn* 
though  in  reality  they  coiit^ned  littic 
elfc  than  common  lumber. 

Next  day  our  adventurer  took  pof- 
(eflion  of  his  new  habitation,  after  hav- 
ing left  to  his  friend  and  aflbciate  the 
taflc  of  difmifling  the  unfortunate  Cle* 
norj  who  was  fo  fhocked  at  the  unex- 
pe6led  meflfage,  that  ihe  fainted  away  i 
and  when  (he  recovered  the  nfe  of  her 
fenfes,  fo  well  as  to  reflet  upon  her 
forlorn  condition,  (he  was  feized  with 
the  mod  violent  tranfports  of  grief  aiK^ 
diimay,  by  which  her  brain  was  dilbr- 
dcred  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  (be  grew 
furious  and  diftra^^  }  and  was,  by  the 
advice  and  ailiftance  of  the  Tyroieze, 
conveyed  into  the  hofpital  of  Bethlera  } 
wiiere  we  (hall  leave  her  for  the  prefentf 
happily  bereft  of  her  reafon. 


«  we   knights  of  lodufliry  make  otir 

*  appearance  in  London.     One  glides 
«  into  a  nobleman's  houfe  in  the  capa- 

<  city  of  a  valet  de  chambrc,  and  in  a 

<  few  months  leads  the  whole  family 

<  by  the  nofe.     Another  exhibits  him- 

<  icif  to  the  publick  as  an  empirick,  or 
«  operator  for  the  teeth  j  and  by  dint  of 

*  afTurance  and  affidavits,  bearing  tef- 

*  timony  to  wonderful  cures  that  never 
«  were  performed,  whirls  himfelf  into 

<  his  chariot,  and  lays  the  town  under 
«  contrilnition.     A  third  profe(res  the 

*  compofition  of  mufick,  as  well  as  the 
«  performance ;  and  by  means  of  a  few 

*  capriciofos  on  the  violin,  properly  in- 
'  troduced,  wriggles  him  it  If  into  the 

*  minagement  of  private  and  publick 

*  concerts.    And  a  fourth  breaks  forth 

*  at  once  in  all  the  fplendor  of  a  gay 

*  equipage,  under  the  title  and  denoini- 
«  nation  of  a  foieign  count.     Not  to 

*  mention  thofe  inferior  projcftors,  who 
«  atTume  the  charafters  of  dancers,  fcnc- 

*  ing-  m:iftcrs,  and  French  ufhersj  or  by 

*  renouncing  their  religion,  feck  to  ob- 

<  tain  a  provilion  for  life. 

<  Either  of  thefe  parts  will  turn  to  the 
«  account  of  an  able  a£^or  5  and  as  yoii 
«  are  equally  qualified  for  all,  you  may     XVJl  engine  were  bufied  in  corapleat 

*  chufe  that  which  is  mo(t  fuitable  to     ing  his  equipage,  fo  that  in  a  few  days 
>  your  own  inclination:  though,  in  my     he  had  procured   a  very  »y  chariot^ 

<  opinion,  ^ou  was  defigned  by  Nature    adorned  with  painting,  giTdi'ng,  and  a 
'  to  fhine  m  the  great  world,  which,     coat  of  arms  according  to  his  own  fancy 


CHAP.    XXXII. 

HE  APPEARS  Itl  THE  GREAT  WORLD 
WITH  UNIVERSAL  APPLAUSE  AND 
ADMIRATION. 

'KM  E  A  NWH I LE  Fathom  and  hit 


*  after  all,  is  the  moft,  ample  field  for 
'  men  of  genius  \  becaufe  the  game  is 

*  deeper,  and  people  of  fafhion  being 

*  for  the  moft  part  more  ignorant,  in- 

*  dolent,    vain,   and   capricious,    than 

*  their  inferiors,  are  of  confequence 
«  more  eafily  deceived  ;   belides,  their 

*  morals  fit  generally  fo   loofe  about 

*  them,  that  when  a  gentleman  of  our 
«  fraternity  is  difcovered  in  the  exercife 
-*  of  his  profcffion,  their  contempt  of 
«  his  (kill  is  the  only  difgi-ace  he  in- 

*  curs.' 

Our  hero  was  h  well  pleafed  with 
this  pi  ft  u  re,  that  he  Jongcd  to  pcrufe 
the  original ;  and  before  thele  two  friends 
parted,  they  lettled  all  the  operations  of 
the  campaign.  Katchkali,  that  f.ime 
"  evening,  hir^d  magnificent  lodgings  for 
O^unt  Fathom,  in.the  court  end  of  the 
town ;  and  furniihed  his  wardrobe  and 
liveries  from  the  fpoils  of  Monmouth 
Street :  he  likewife  inlilled  another  foot- 
man and  valet  de  chambrc  into  his  fer^ 
vice  ;  and  fent  to  the  apartments  divers 
laige  trunks,  fuppofed  to  be  iiiled  with 


and  di region.  The  fir(l  ufe  he  made 
of  this  vehicle,  was  that  of  vi(iting  the 
young  nobleman  from  whom  he  Jbad 
received  fuch  important  civiKties  on  the 
road,  in  confequence  of  an  invitation  at 
parting,  by  which  he  learned  his  title 
and  the  place  of  his  abode  in  London. 

His  lordfhip  was  not  only  plealed, 
but  proud  10  fee  fuch  a  ftranger  at  his 
gate,  and  entertained  him  with  excefs 
of  coinplaifance  and  hofpitality  ;  info- 
much,  that  by  his  means  our  hero  (boa 
became  acquainted  with  the  whole  cir- 
cli;  of  polite  companv,  by  whom  he 
was  careffed  for  his  innnuatifig  manners 
and  agreeable  converfation.  He  had 
thought  proper  to  tell  the  nobleman,  at. 
their  firft  interview  in  town,  that  bis 
reafons  for  concealing  his  knowledge  of 
t!ie  Englifti  tongue  were  now  removed, 
and  that  he  would  no  longer  deny  him* 
felf  the  pleafure  of  fpeaking  a  language 
which  had  been  always  mufick  to  hia 
ear.  He  had  alfo  thanked  his  lonUhip 
for  his  generous  intefpofiHon  It  the  irin, 
which  was  an  inftsiuce  of  chat  geoexo. 
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tkj  and  trne  politenefa,  wbich  are  en- 
pqffti  by  the  Englifii  people,  whp 
Eayenou|^ht  to  other  nations  but  the 
loere  ihadow  of  thefe  virtues. 

Atettimony  like  this,  from  the  mouth 
<Qf  fuch  a  noble  ftrangcr,  won  the  heart 
of  tbe  peer,  who  proteflcd  a  friend  (hip 
for  bim  on  the  fpot,  and  undertook  to 
lee  juftice  done  to  bis  lacquey,  who  in  a 
Ihprt  time  was  gratified  with  a  (hare  of 
the  ieizure  which  bad  been  made  upon 
bis  information,  amounting  to  iifty  or 


£xty  pounds. 
•Fer-         ' 


Ferdinand  put  not  forth  the  whole 
ftrength  of  bis  accompli (hments  at  once, 
but  coBtrived  to  fprmg  a  new  mine  of 
qualification  every  day,  to  the  furprize 
and  admiration  of  all  bis  acquaintance. 
He  was  gifted  with  a  fort  of  elocution, 
much  more  fpecious  than  foliJ,  and 
fpoke  on  every  fubjefl  that  occurred  in 
converfation,  with  that  familiarity  and 
eaie,  which,  one  would  think,  could 
only  be  acquired  bv  lon^  Audy  and  ap- 
plication. This  plau(ibilitY  and  conn- 
dence  are  faculties  really  inherent  from 
nature,  and  eiieflually  ferve  the  pof- 
felTor,  in  lieu  of  that  learning  which  is 
oot  to  be  obtained  without  infinite  toll 
and  perfeverance :  the  moft  fuperficial 
dnfture  of  the  arts  and  fciences  in  fuch 
9  juggler,  is  fufficient  to  dazzle  the  un- 
dertt^nding  of  half  mankind  ',  and  if 
managed  with  circumlpc^ion,  will  en- 
able him  even  to  fpend  his  life  among  the 
literati,  without  unce  forfeiting  the  cha- 
nSt^T  of  a  copnoiiTeur. 

Our  hero  was  perfedlly  mailer  of  this 
leeerdemain  i  which  he  carried  to  fuch 
9  pitch  of  alTurance^  as  to  declare  in 
^e  midd  of  a  mathematical  alTenibly, 
that  he  intended  to  gratify  the  publick 
with  a  full  confutation  of  Sir  Ifaac 
Kewton's  philofophy  )  to  the  natui^  of 
wbich  he  was  as  much  a  ftranger  as  the 
moft  favage  Hottentot  in  Africk.  His 
pretenitops  to  profound  and  univerial 
knowledge,  were  fupported  not  only  by 
this  kind  of  prefumption,  but  airo  by 
the  facility  with  which  he  fpoke  fo  many 
iiiflferent  languages,  and  the  flirewd  re- 
marks he  had  madp  in  the  courfe  of  his 
travels  and'obfervation. 

Among  politicians,  he  fettled  the  ba- 
lance of  power  upon  a  certain  footing, 
by  dmt  01  mgeoious  fchemes,  which  ne 
had  contrived  for  the  welfare  of  Eu- 
rope. With  pfRcers,  be  reformed  the 
art  of  war,  with  improvements  which 
M  acciirred  t9  hie  reflexion  while  he 


waa  engaged  in  a  military  life.  H? 
fometimes lield  forth  upon  painting,  lik^ 
a  member  of  the  DiUetantt  club«  The 
theozv  of  mufick  was  a  theme  upon 
which  he  feemed  to  expatiate  with  parti- 
cular pleafure.  In  the  provinces  of  lo?c 
and  gallantry,  he  was  a  perfe6l  Oroon- 
dates.  He  pofiefTed  a  moft  agreeable  man- 
ner of  tel  line  entertaining  ftories,  of  whic^ 
be  had  a  large  coUeaion.  He  fung 
with  great  melody  and  tafte  \  and  play- 
ed upon  the  violin  with  furprizing  exe- 
cution. To  thefe  qualifications,  let  ua 
add  his  affability  and  pliant  difpo(itioq» 
and  then  the  reader  will  not  wonder 
that  he  was  looked  upon  as  the  pat- 
tern of  human  perfeAion,  and  his  ac- 
quaintance courted  acccordingly. 

While  he  thus  captivated  tbe  favour 
and  aiFe6lion  of  the  Enelilh  nobility, 
he  did  not  nesleft  to  take  other  mea- 
fures  in  behalf  of  the  partner(hip  to 
which  he  had  fubfcribed.  The  ad- 
venture with  the  two  fquires  at  Parif, 
bad  weakened  his  appetite  for  plav» 
which  was  not  at  all  reftored  by  the  ob- 
fervations  he  had  made  in  London, 
where  the  art  of  gaming  is  reduced  into 
a  regular  fyftem,  and  it*s  profefTors  fo 
laudably  devoted  to  the  difcharge  of 
their  funflions,  as  to  obferve  the  moft 
temperate  regimen,  left  their  invention 
fhould  be  impaired  by  the  fatigue  of 
watchine  or  exercife,  and  their  ideaa 
difturbcd|  by  the  fumes  of  indigeftion* 
No  Indian  brachman  could  live  more 
abftemious  than  two  of  the  pack,  who 
hunted  in  couple,  and  kennelled  in 
the  upper  apartments  of  the  hotel  in 
which  our  adventurer  lived :  they  ab« 
ftaiaed  from  animal  food  with  the  ab- 
horrence of  Pythasoreans ;  their  driafc 
was  the  pure,  umpie  element ;  they  were 
vomited  once  a  week,  took  phyAck  or  a 
clyfter  every  third  day  ;  fpent  the  fore- 
noon in  algebraical  calculations }  and 
(lept  from  four  o'clock  till  midnight, 
that  they  might  then  take  the  field  with 
that  cool  ferenity^  which  is  tbe  tikSt  Of 
refreihment  and  repofe. 

Thefe  were  terms  upon  which  our 
hero  would  not  rilk  his  fortune ;  he  was 
too  much  ad  dialed  to  pleafure  to  forego 
every  other  enjoyment  but  thatof  ama(r- 
ing}  and  did  not  fo  much  depend  upon 
his  dexterity  in  play,  as  upon  his  talent 
of  infmuation,  which  by  this  time  had 
fucceeded  fo  far  beyond  his  expectation, 
that  he  began  to  indulge  the  hope  of 
(nftaving  the  heart  of  ibma  rich  faeirefs, 
>t  whoib 
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whofe  fortune  would  at  once  raifc  him 
above  all  dependance.  Indeed,  no  man 
ever  fet  out  with  a  fairer  profpefl  on 
fuch  an  expedition  j  for  he  had  found 
means  to  render  himfelf  fo  agreeable  to 
the  fair-ftfx,  that,  like  the  boxes  of  the 
playhoufe,  during  the  repiefcntation  of 
a  new  performance,  his  company  was 
often  befpolce  for  a  I'erics  of  weeks  5  ai)d 
no  lady,  whether  widow,  wife,  or  maid- 
en, ever  mentioned  his  name  without 
fome  epithet  of  efteem  or  aflfeftion  5  fuch 
as,  the  dear  count  /  the  charming  man  t 
the  nonpareil !  or  the  angel ! 

While  he  thus  fhone  in  the  zenith  of 
admiration,  it  is 'not  to  be  doubted  that 
he  could  have  melted  fome  wealthy  dow- 
ager or  opulent  ward  :  but  b<?ing  an 
enemy  to  all  precipitate  engagements, 
he  refolved  to  aft  with  great  caie  and 
deliberation  in  an  affair  of  fuch  import- 
ance, efpecially  as  he  did  not  find  him- 
felf hurried  by  the  importunities  of 
want :  for,  fince  his  arrival  in  England, 
he  had  rather  increafed  than  exhauilcd 
his  finances,  by  methods  equally  cer- 
tjin  and  fjcute.  In  a  word,  he,  with 
the  afliftanccof  Ratchkali,  carried  on  a 
traffick  which  yielded  great  profits,  with- 
out fubjefling  the  trader  to  the  leaft  lofs 
or  inconvenience.  Fathom,  for  exam- 
ple, wore  u|>on  hfs  finger  a  large  bril- 
liant, which  he  played  to  fuch  advan- 
tage one  night,  at  a  certain  nobleman's 
houfe,  where  he  was  prevailed  upon  to 
entertain  the  company  with  a  fv^lo  on 
the  violin,  that  every  body  prefent  took 
notice  of  it*s  uncommon  lultrej  and  it 
was  handed  about  for  the  perufal  of 
every  individual.  The  water  and  the 
workmar.lhip  were  univerfally  admired j 
and  one  among  \\m  retl,  having  ex- 
preffed  a  dcffire  of  knowing  the  value  of 
fuch  a  jewel,  the  count  feized  th.U  op- 

})ortunity  cf  CRfcrtiiining  them  wiih  a 
earned  dlfquifition  into  the  nature,- of 
ftones :  this  introduced  the  hiftory  q/thc 
diamond  in  quctiion,  which  he  faicl  had 
been  purchafed  of  an  Indian  tiadcr  of 
Fort  St.  George,  at  an  under  phce  ;  fo 
that  the  prelcnt  propritior  could  afford 
to  fell  it  at  a  very  rcafonablc  rate  j  and 
concluded  with  telling  the  company, 
that  for  his  own  part,  he  had  betn  im- 
portuned to  wear  it  by  the  jeweller,  who 
imagined  it  would  have  a  better  chance 
for  attraftjng  a  purchafer  on  his  finger, 
than  while  it  remained  in  his  own  cuf- 
-todv. 

This  declaratigji  was  no  fbonermadej 


than  a  certain  lady  of  quality  befpokd 
the  refufc  of  the  jewel,  and  dcfired  Fer- 
dinand to  fend  the  owner  next  dzf  to 
her  houfe;  where  he  accordingly  waited 
upon  her  ladyftiip  with  the.  ring,  for 
which  h«  received  one  hundred  and  fifty 
guineas,  two  thirds  of  the  fum  being 
clear  gain,  and  equally  divided  betwixt 
the  aflbciates.  Nor  was  this  bargain 
fuch  as  reflefted  diihonour  upon  the 
lady's  tafte,  or  could  be  produfttve  of 
ill  confequences  to  the  merchant:-  for 
the  method  of  eftimating  diamonds  p 
altogether  aibitrary;  and  Ratcbkali, 
who  was  an  exquifite  lapidary,  had  ict 
it  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  would  have  ini« 
pofed  upon  any  ordinary  jeweller.  By 
thefe  means  of  introdu6lion,  the  Tjro- 
Iczc  foon  monopolized  the  cuftom  of  a 
great  many  noble  families,  upon  which 
he  levied  large  contributions,  without 
incurring  the  lealt  fuljpicion  of  deceit : 
he  every  day,  out  of  pure  eiteem  and 
gratitude  for  the  honour  of  their  com- 
mands, entertained  them  with  the  fight 
of  fome  new  trinket,  which  he  was 
never  permitted  to  carry  home  unibld  ; 
and  from  the  profits  of  each  job,  a  tax 
was  raifed  for  the  benefit  of  our  adven- 
turer. 

Yet  his  indultos  were  not  confined  to 
the  article  of  jewels,  which  conflituted 
only  one  part  of  his  revenue.  By  the 
ind'ulhy  of  his  undcrftrapper,  he  pro- 
cured  a  number  of  old  crazy  fiddles, 
which  were  thrown  afide  as  lumber, 
upon  which  he  counterfeited  th«r  Cre- 
mona mark,  and  otherwife  cooked  them 
up  with  great  dexterity ;  fo  that  when 
he  had  occafion  to  regale  the  lovers  of 
mufick,  he  would  fend  for  one  of  thefe 
vamped  inlh'uments,  and  extra  A  from  it 
fuch  tones  as  quite  ravifhed  the  bearers; 
among  whom  there  was  always  fome 
conceited  pretender,  whft  fpokc  in  rap- 
tures of  the  violin,  and  gave  our  hero 
an  cpportunityof  launching  out  in  it's 
praiic,  and  declaring  it  was  the  beft 
Crtmjna  he  had  ever  touched.  This  en- 
comium never  failed  to  inflame  the^defires 
of  the  audience ;  to  fome  of  whom  he 
was  generous  enough  to  part  with  it  at 
prime  coft,  that  is,  for  twenty  or  thirty 
guineas  clear  profit ;  for  he  was  often 
able  to  oblige  his  friends  in  this  manner, 
becaufe,  being  an  eminent  connoifleurt 
his  countenance  was  folicited  by  all  the 
muficians  who  wanted  to  difpofe  of  fuch 
moveable:*. 

i{Qt  did  he  negle6t  the  other  refouices 
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^  a  ikilfttl  virtuo(b.  Every  auflion 
■iibrded  fotne  pi^liire,  in  which,  though 
k  had  been  overlooked  by  the  ignorance 
of  the  times,  he  recognized  the  ftile  of 
a  great  m after,  and  made  a  merit  of 
recommending  it  to  fome  noble  friend. 
This  commerce  he  Iikewife  extended  to 
medals,  bronzes,  bafts,  intaglios,  and 
old  china,  and  kept  divers  artificers  con> 
ttnually  employed  in  making  antiques 
§ot  the  Englifh  nobility.  Thus  he  went 
on  with  fuch  rapidity  of  fuccefs  in  all 
^s  endeavours,  that  he  himfetf  was 
aftoniflied  at  the  infatuation  he  had  pro- 
duced. Nothing  was  fo  wretched  a- 
monr  the  produ£Hons  of  art,  that  he 
could  not  impofe  upon  the  world  as  a 
capital  performance ;  and  To  fafcinated 
were  the  eyes  of  his  admirers,  he  could 
eafily  have  perfuaded  them  that  a  bar- 
ber*s  bafon  was  an  Etrurian  patera,  and 
the  cover  of  a  copper  pot  no  other  than 
the  fliield  of  Ancus  Martius.  In  fliort, 
it  was  become  fo  faihionable  to  confult 
the  count  in  every  thing  relating  to  tafte 
and  politenefs,  that  not  a  plan  was 
drawn,  nor  even  a  houfe  furniflied,  with- 
out his  advice  and  approbation  ^  nay, 
to  fuch  a  degree  did  his  reputation  in 
thefe  matters  excel,  that  a  particular 
pattern  of  paper-hangings  was  known 
by  the  name  of  Fathom;  and  his  hall 
was  every  morning  crouded  with  up- 
holfterers,  and  other  tradefmen,  who 
came  by  order  of  their  employers,  to 
Jeara  his  choice,  and  take  bis  direc- 
tions. 

-  The  chara£ler  and  influence  he  thus 
acquired,  betook  care  to  maintain  with 
the  utmoft  affiduity  and  circumfpe^lion. 
He  never  failed  to  appear  the  chief  per- 
ibnsge  at  all  publick  diveriions  and  pri- 
vate  aflerablies;  not  only  in  converlh- 
tion  and  drefs,  but  alfo  in  the  article  of 
dancing,  in  which  he  outftripped  all  his 
fellows,  as  far  as  in  every  other  genteel 
accomplifliment. 


CHAP.    XXXIII. 

HB  ATTRACTS  THB  ENVY  AND  ILL 
OFFICES  OFTHE  MINOR  KNIGHTS 
OF  HIS  OV^N  ORDER,  OVER  WHOM 
HE  OBTAINS  A  COMPLEAT  VIC- 
TORY. 

SUCH  a  pre-eminence  could  not  be 
enjoyed  without  exciting  the  roale- 
Toienct  of  eovy  and  dctra^ion,  in  the 


propagation  of  which,  none  were  fo  in- 
duftrious  as  the  brethren  of  his  own 
order,  who  had,  like  him,  made  a  de- 
fccnt  upon  this  ifland,  and  could  not, 
without  repining,  fee  the  whole  harveft 
in  the  hands  of  one  man  |  who,  with 
equal  art  and  difcretion,  avoided  all  in- 
tercourfe  with  their  fociety.  In  vain 
they  ftrove  to  difcover  his  pedigree,  and 
deteA  the  particular  circumftances  of 
his  life  and  converfation  $  all  their  en- 
quiries were  bafBed  by  the  obfcurity  of 
his  origin,  and  that  folitaiy  fcheme 
which  he  had  adopted  in  the  beginning 
of  his  career.  The  whole  fruit  of  their 
inveftigation,  amounted  to  no  more  tlian 
a  certainty  that  there  was  no  family  of 
any  conftderation  in  Europe,  known  b/ 
the  denomination  of  Fathom  ;  and  this 
difcovery  they  did  not  fail  to  divulge 
for  the  benefit  of  our  adventurer,  who 
had  by  this  time  taken  fuch  firm  root 
in  the  favour  of  the  great,  as  to  fet  all 
thofe  little  arts  at  defiance ;  and  when 
the  report  reached  his  ear,  a^lualiy 
made  hts  friends  merry  with  the  con- 
jectures which  had  been  circulated  at 
bis  expence. 

His  adverfaries  finding  themfelvet 
difappointed  in  this  effort,  held  a  con- 
fultation  to  dcvife  other  meafures  againft 
him,  and^came  to  a  refolution  of  end< 
ing  him  by  the  fword,  or  rather  of  ex- 
pelling him  from  the  kingdom,  by  the 
fear  of  death,  which  they  hoped  he  had 
not  courage  enough  to  reGft,  becaufehis 
drpoitmcnt  had  been  always  remarkably 
mild  and  pacifick.  It  was  upon  this 
fuppolition,  that  ihey  left  to  the  deter- 
mination of  the  dice  the  choice  of  the 
perl'on  who  ftiould  execute  their  plan  $ 
and  the  lot  falling  upon  a  Swifs,  who 
from  the  ftation  of  a  foot-foldier  in  the 
Dutch  lervice,  out  of  which  he  had  been 
drummed  for  theft,  had  ere£led  himfelf 
into  the  rank  of  a  felf -created  chevalier  | 
this  hero  fortified  himfelf  with  a  double 
dole  of  brandy,  and  betook  himfelf  to 
a  certain  noted  coffee -houfe,  with  an 
intent  to  afi'iont  Count  Fathom  in  pub- 
lick. 

He  was  lucky  enough  to  find  our  ad- 
venturer fitting  at  a  table  in  converfation 
with  fume  pe^fons  of  the  6rft  rank  ; 
upon  which  he  Jeuted  hiinfelf  in  the 
next  box,  and  after  having  intruded 
himfelf  into  their  diicourfe,  v-hich  hap- 
pened totuin  upon  the  politicks  of  fome 
German  courts  j  *  Count,'  faid  he  to 
Ferdinand,  in  a  very  abrupt  and  dif- 
N  a  agreeable 
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agreeable  fnanner  of  addrefii>  *  I  was 
'  laft  night  in  company  with  fame  gen<* 

*  tlemen,  among  whom  a  difpute  hap- 

*  pened  about  tlw  place  of  your  natiyity  $ 

*  pray,  what  country  are  you  of  f'-^ 

*  Sir/  anfwered  the  other,  with  great 
politencfs,  «  I  at  prefent  have  the  ho- 

*  nour  to  be  of  England.'*—*  Oho !' 
replied  the  chevalier,  «  I  a(k  your  par- 
'  don !  that  is  to  (ay,  you  are  incog. 
'  Some  people  may  find  it  convenient 
'  to  keep  themfelvea  in  that  fituation.* 
•— •  True,'  faid  the  count,  •  but  fome 

*  people  are  too  well  known  to  enjoy 

*  that  privilege.'  The  Swifs  being  a 
little  diiconcerted  at  this  repartee,  which 
extra6led  a  fmile  from  tne  audiences 
after  fome  paufe,  obfervcd,  that  perfont 
6f  a  certain  clafs,  had  good  reafon  to 
drop  the  remembrance  of  what  they 
have  been ;  but  a  good  citizen  will  not 
forget  his  counti*y  or  former  condition. 
'  And  a  bad  citizen/  faith  Fathom, 
'  cannot  if  he  would,  provided  he  has 

*  met  with  his  dcfertj  j  a  Hiarper  may 

*  as  well  forget  the  fhape  of  a  die,  or  a 

*  difcarded  toldier  tiie  found  of  a  drum.' 
As  the  chevalier's  chara£lar  and  ftory 

%ere  not  unknovn,  this  application 
raifed  a  univerfal  laugh  at  his  expence, 
which  provoked  him  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  ftarting  up,  hefwore  Fathom  could 
iiot  have  mentioned  any  obie6^  in  nature 
that  he  himfelf  refembted  fo  much  as  a 
drum,  which  was  exaAly  typified  by 
his  emptinefs  and  found  ;  with  this  dif- 
ference, however,  that  a  drum  was  ne- 
ver noify  till  beaten,  whereas  the  count 
would  never  be  quiet  until  he  fhould 
have  undergone  the  fame  difcipline. 
60  faying,  he  laid  his  hand  upon  his 
fword  with  a  menacing  look,  and  walk* 
ed  out  as  if  in  expectation  of  bein^ 
followed  by  our  adventurer,  who  fn^- 
fcred  himfelf  to  be  detained  by  the 
^mpany,  and  very  calmly  took'notice, 
that  his  antagonift  would  not  be  ill 
pleafed  at  their  interpofition.  Perhaps 
lie  would  not  have  comported  himfelf 
Wiih  fuch  eafe  and  deliberation,  had  not 
he  made  fuch  remarks  upon  the  difpo- 
fition  cf  rhe  chevalier,  as  convinced 
him  of  his  own  fafcty.  He  had  per- 
ceived a  perplexity  and  peiturbation  in 
the  countenance  of  the  Swifs,  when  he 
firft  entered  the  coffee-room  5  his  blunt 
and  precipitate  way  of  accotting  him, 
feemed  to  denote  confufion  and  com- 
pulfiooj  and,  in  the  m\dR  of  his  fero- 
city,   this  accurate  obferver  difcemed 


the  trepidatioo  of  ftar.  By  the  hd^  o^ 
thefeiigns,  his  (agacity  fooD  oodipit* 
bended  the  natore  of  hi*  fchemct,  mb4 
prepared  aocdrdingly  for  a  formal  di- 
.  fiance. 

His  conjeStwt  was  verified  next 
mokning  by  a  vifit  from  the  chevalier^ 
who  taking  it  for  granted  that  Ftfihoa 
would  not  faice  an  adverfary  in  the  field, 
becaufe  be  had  not  followed  him  from  the 
coflTee-houfe,  went  to  his  lodgings  with 
great  confidence,  and  demanded  to  fte 
the  count  upon  an  affair  that  would  ad- 
mit of  no  dela^.  Maurice^  accM'diag 
to  his  inftru6(ionfty  told  him  that  hit 
mailer  wat  gone  out,  but  defired  he 
would  have  the  goodnefs  to  repofehim- 
ielf  in  aparloar,  till  the  count's  return^ 
which  he  expedled  every  moment.  Fer- 
dinand, who  had  taken  poft  in  a  proper 
place  for  obfervation,  leeing  his  anu- 
gonift  fairly  admitted,  took  the  ianrn 
road,  and  appearing  before  him,  wrap- 
ped up  in  a  long  Spaniih  cloak,  dcfircd 
to  know  what  had  procured  him  the 
honour  of  fuch  an  early  vifit.  The 
Swifs,  raifing  his  voice  to  conceal  his 
agitation,  expUined  his  errand,  in  de- 
manding reparation  for  the  injury  hit 
honour  had  fuf^ained  the  preoedin^f  day^ 
in  that  odious  allufion  to  a  fcandalous 
report  which  had  been  railed  by  the 
malice  of  his  enemies }  and  infifted  in  a 
very  imperious  ftile,  upon  his  attending 
him  forthwith  to  the  nurfer^  in  Hyde- 
Park.  <  Have  a  little  patience,*  faid 
our  adventurer,  with  great  compofure, 
'  and  I  will  do  myfelf  the  pleafure  to 
'  wait  upon  you  in  a  few  moments.* 

With  thele  words  he  rung  the  bell, 
and  calling  for  a  bafon  of  water,  laid 
afide  his  cloak,  and  difplayed  himlelf 
in  hfs  fliiit,  with  a  fword  in  his  right- 
hand,  which  was  all  over  befoacarcd 
with  recent  blood,  as  ifhehadjuftcome 
from  the  (laughter  uf  a  foe.  This 
phaenomcnon  made  fuch  an  impreflion 
upon  the  afloniflied  chevalier,  already 
difcompofed  by  the  refolute  behaviour 
of  the  count,  that  he  became  jaundiced 
with  terror  and  difnnay,  and  while  his 
feeih  chattered  in  his  head,  told  our 
hero  he  had  hoped  fiom  his  known  po- 
litenefs,  to  have  found  him  ready  to. 
acicnowledge  an  injury  which  might 
have  been  the  efFc£l  of  anger  or  mifap- 
prehenfion,  in  which  cafe  the  affair 
mignt  have  been  compromifed  to  their 
mutual  fatisfa^ion,  without  proceeding 
to  thofe  extremities,  which^  amonsg  men 

of 
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iSftkooimj  ut  alwayt  vccountid  the 
Uft  nfinirce.  To  ihit  reprefimtation* 
Fcff^inaifd  anfwered,  that  the  albirhad 
been  ai  the  chevalier*t  own  ftehingy 
inafmuch  as  he  had  intruded  himfelf 
iatD  hie  conspany,  and  treated  him  with 
the  moft  infolent  and  unprovoked  abufe^ 
which  plainly  Hewed  from  a  premedi- 
tated  deiign  againft  hit  honour  and  re- 
putation }  he  therefore,  far  from  being 
djfpoied  to  own  himfelf  in  the  wrongs 
would  not  even  accept  of  a  publick.  ac* 
knowledgment  from  him  the  ag|reflbri 
whom  he  looked  upon  as  an  infarooue 
fliarper,  and  was  ref<^ved  lo  cbaftiie 
accordingly. 

Here  the  converfation  was  interrupted 
by  the  arrival  of  a  perfon  who  was 
brought  to  the  door  in  a  chair,  and  con- 
dud^  into  another  apartment,  from 
which  a  melTage  was  brought  to  the 
count,  importing,  that  the  ftranger  de- 
fired  to  fpeak  with  him,  upon  bufinefs 
of  the  laft  importance.  Fathom  hav- 
ing chid  the  fervant  for  admitting  peo- 
ple without  his  order,  defired  the  Swifs 
to  excufe  him  for  a  minute  longer,  and 
wsBt  into  the  next  room  i  from  whence 
the  following  dialogue  was  overheard 
by  this  challenger.  <  Count,*  faid  the 
ftranger,  *  you  are  not  ignorant  of  my 

*  pvtenfions  to  the  heart  of  that  young 

*  iady,  at  whofe  houfc  I  met  you  yef- 
'  terday  $  therefore,  you  cannot  be  fur« 

*  prtxed  when  I  declare  myielf  difpleafed 

*  with  your  vlftts  and  behaviour  to  my 
'  miftrefs,  and  demand  that  you  will 
'  inftantly  promife  to  drop  the  corre* 
i  fpondence.'— *  £lfe  what  follows?* 
anfwered  Ferdjnand,  with  a  cool  and 
temperate  voice.     <  My  rcfentment  and 

*  immediate  defiance,*  replied  tlie other; 

*  for  the  only  alternative  I  propoii;,  is- 

*  to  forego  your  defign  upon  that  lady, 
.*  or  to  decide  our  pretenfions  by  the 

*  fword.* 

Our  hero  having  exurefied  a  regard 
foi  this  vifitant,  as  the  ion  of  a  gentle- 
man whom  he  honoured,  was  at  the 
pains  to  reprefent  the  unreafonablenefs 
of  hie  demand,  and  the  folly  of  his 
prefumption;  and  earned ly  exhorted 
nim  to  put  the  iffiie  of  his  caufe  upon  a 
more  fate  and  equitable  footing.  But 
this  admonition,  inilead  of  appeafing 
the  wi-ath,  feemed  to  inflame  the  re- 
fentment  of  the  opponent,  who  fwore 
he  would  not  leave  him  until  he  fliould 
have  accorapliihed  the  purport  of  his 
errand.     In  vain  our  adventurer  re* 


Suefied  half  an  hour  for  the  difpatch  of 
>me  urgent  bufinefs,  in  which  he  was 
^S^C^d  with  a  gentleman  in  the  other 
parlour:  this  impetuous  rival  rejedcd 
all  the  terms  he  could  propoie,  and  even 
challenged  him  to  decide  the  contro- 
verfy  upon  the  fpot  |  an  expedient  to 
which  the  other  having  aflented  with 
reluctance,  the  door  was  fecured,  the 
fwords  unfheathed,  and  a  hot  engage- 
ment enAied,  to  the  inexprdfible  plea- 
fure  of  the  Swifs,  who  did  not  doubt 
that  he  himfelf  would  be  fcreened  front 
all  danger  by  the  event  of  this  ren- 
counter. Neverthelefs,  his  hope  was 
difa^pointed,  in  the  defeat  of  the  ftran- 
ger, who  was  quickly  difarmed,  in 
confequence  of  a  wound  through  the 
fword  arm  j  upon  which  occasion  Fa- 
thom was  heai'd  to  fay,  that  in  coniide- 
ration  of  his  youth  and  family,  he  had 
fpared  his  life }  but  he  would  not  a& 
with  the  fame  tendernefs  towards  any 
other  antagonift.  He  then  bound  up 
the  limb  he  had  diihbled,  conducted  tbt 
vanquifhed  party  *to  his  chair,  rejoined 
the  chevalier  with  a  ferene  countenance, 
and  aiking  pardon  fur  ha  vine  detained 
him  To  long,  propofed  they  ihould  in- 
ftantly fet  out  in  a  hackney-coach  for 
thejplace  of  appointment. 

The  ftratagem  thus  conducted,  had 
all  the  fuccefs  the  inventor  could  deilre. 
The  fear  of  the  Swifs  had  rifen  almoft 
to  an  extafy,  before  the  count  quitted 
the  room  $  but  after  this  iham  battle^ 
which  had  been  preconcerted  betwixt 
our  adventurer  and  his  friend  Ratchkali, 
the  chevalier's  terrors  were  unfpeakable. 
He  coniidcred  Fathom  as  a  devil  incar- 
nate, and  went  into  the  coach  as  a  ma- 
lefactor buund  for  Tyburn.  He  would 
have  gladly  compounded  for  the  lofs  of 
a  leg  or  arm,  and  entertained  fome  tran- 
fient  gieams  of  hope,  that  he  (houlct 
efcape  for  half  a  dozen  fle(h -wounds, 
which  he  would  have  willingly  received, 
as  the  price  of  his  prefumptioni  but 
thefe  hopes  were  baniihed  by  the  remem- 
brance of  that  dreadful  declaration 
which  he  had  heard  the  count  make, 
after  having  overcome  his  lad  adverfary  ^ 
and  he  continued  under  the  power  of 
the  moft  infupportable  pan  nick,  until 
the  carriage  halted  at  Hyde  Park  Comer, 
where  he  crawled  forth  in  a  moft  piteous 
and  lamentable  condition  {  fothat  when 
they  reached  the  fpot,  he  was  fcarce 
able  to  itand. 
Here  he  made  an  effort  to  fpeak,  and 
propofed 
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propofed  an  accommodation  upon  a  new 
plan,  by  which  he  promiled  to  leave 
his  caufe  to  the  arbitrement  of  thofe 
gentlemen  who  were  prefent  at  the  rup- 
ture, and  to  aflc  pardon  of  the  count, 
prorided  he  ftiould  be  found  guilty  of 
a  trefpafs  upon  good -manners  :  but 
this  propofai  would  not  fatisfy  the  im- 
placable Ferdinand;  who,  perceiving 
theagony  of  the  Swiis,  lefolvcd  to  make 
the  moft  of  the  adventure,  and  giving 
him  to  underltand  he  was  not  a  man  to 
be  trifled  with,  defired  him  to  draw 
without  farther  preamble.  Thus  com- 
pelled, the  unfortunate  gamefter  pulled 
olF  his  coat,  and  putting  himfelf  in  a 
pofture,  to  ufe  the  words  of  Nym, 
<  winked  and  held  out  his  cold  iron.* 

Our  adventurer,  far  from  makings 
eentle  ufe  of  the  advantages  he  poflefled, 
Sercely  attacked  him,  while  he  was 
incapable  of  making  reAftance,  and 
aiming  at  a  flcHiy  part,  ran  him  through 
tite  arm  and  outfide  of  the  flioulder  at 
the  very  firft  pafs  :  the  chevalier,  al- 
ready ftupilied  with  the  horror  of  ex- 
pefiation,  no  fooner  felt  his  adverfary's 
pomt  in  his  body,  than  he  fell  to  the 

ground,  and  concluding  he  was  no 
nger  a  man  for  this  world,  began  to 
crot's  himfelf  with  great  devotion,  \Vhile 
Fathom  walked  home  deliberately,  and 
in  his  way  fent  a  couple  of  chairmen  to 
the  afTiftance  of  the  wounded  knight. 

This  atckievement,  which  could  not 
be  concealed  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
publick,  not  only  furnifhed  the  charac- 
ter of  Fathom  with  frefh  wreathes  of 
admiration  and  applaufe,  but  likewiie 
cffe^loally  fee u red  him  from  any  future 
attempts  of  his  enemies,  to  whom  the 
Swifs,  for  his  own  lake,  had  commu- 
aicated  fuch  terrible  ideas  of  his  valour, 
^t  over- awed  the  whole  community. 


CHAP.    XXXIV. 

BE  PERFORMS  ANOTHER  EXPLOIT 
THAT  CONVEYS  A  TRUE  IDEA 
OP  HIS  GRATITUDE  AND  ^O- 
HOUR. 

IT  was  not  long  after  this  celebrated 
viftory,  that  he  was  invited  to  fpendi 
part  of  the  Aimmer,  at  the  houfe  of  a 
country  gentleman,  who  lived  about 
©nc  hundred  miles  from  London,  pof- 
fefied  of  a  very  opulent  fortune,  the 
greateftpart  of  V"ich  was  expended  in 


aftt  of  old  EngliAi  hofpitality.  He 
had  met  with  our  hero  by  accident,  at 
the  table  of  a  certain  great  man,  and 
was  fo  ftnick  with  his  manner  and  con- 
verfadon,  as  to  define  his  acquaintance 
and  cnltivate  his  friendfhip;  and  be 
thought  himfelf  extremely  happy  in 
having  prevailed  upon  him  to  pafs  a 
few  weeks  in  his  family. 

Fathom,  among  his  other  obfenra- 
tions,  perceived  that  there  was  a  do- 
meftick  uneaiinefs  occafioned  by  a  rtrj 
beautiful  young  creature,  about  the  age 
of  fifteen,  who  reftded  in  the  houfe 
under  tJe  title  of  a  gentteman*s  niece, 
thoueh  Ihe  was  in  reality  his  natural 
daughter,  bom  before  hit  noarriage. 
This  circumlUnce  was  not  unknown  to 
his  lad  V,  by  whole  exprefs  approbation 
he  had  bellowed  particular  attention 
upon  the  education  of  the  child,  whom 
we  (hall  diftinguifli  by  the  name  of  Ce- 
linda:  their  liberality  in  this  particular 
had  not  been  mifapplied  ;  for  flie  not 
only  gave  marks  of  uncommon  capacity, 
but  as  flie  grew  up,  became  more  and 
more  amiable  in  her  perfon,  and  was 
now  retunied  from  the  boarding -fchool, 
poflelTed  of  every  accomplifliment  that 
could  be  acquired  by  one  of  her  age 
and  opportunities.  Theie  qualifica- 
tions, which  endeared  her  to  every  other 
perfon,  excited  the  jealoufy  and  dtf- 
pleafare  of  her  fuppofed  aunt,  who 
could  not  bear  to  fee  her  own  children 
eclipfed  by  this  illegitimate  daughter, 
whom  fhe  thereforedifcountenanced  upon 
all  occafions,  and  expofedto  fuch  mor- 
tifications as  would  in  all  appearance 
drive  her  from  licr  father's  houfe.  Thia 
perfecuting  fpirit  was  very  difagreeable 
to  the  hulband,  who  loved  Celinda  with 
a  truly  paternal  affe^ion,  and  produced 
abundance  of  family  difquiet  ;  but 
being  a  man  of  a  peaceable  and  yielding 
difpofition,  he  could  not  long  maintain 
the  refolution  he  had  taken  in  her  ^- 
vour,  and  therefore  he  ceafed  oppofing 
the  malevolence  of  his  wife. 

In  this  unfortunate  predicament  ftood 
the  fair  baftard,  at  the  arrival  of  our 
adventurer ;  who  being  allured  by  her 
charms,  and  apprized  of  her  fituation 
at  the  fame  time,  took  the  generous 
refolution  to  undermine  her  innocence, 
that  he  might  banquet  his  vicioUs  ap- 
petite with  the  fpoils  of  her  be»uty- 
Perhaps  fuch  a  brutal  delign  might  not 
have  entered  his  imagination,  if  he  had 
not  obferved  in  the  difpofition  of  this 
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l^splefs  muden,  certain  peculiarities  from 
which  he  derived  the  moft  confident  pre- 
ftges  of  fuccefs.  Befides  a  total  want 
Of  expertencCy  that  left  her  open  and 
unguarded  again  ft  the  attacks  of  the 
other  fex,  (he  difcovered  a  remarkable 
ijpirir  of  credulity  and  fviperfti clous  fear, 
which  had  been  cheriflied  by  the  con- 
verfation  of  her  fchool-feilo  ws :  flie  was 
particularly  fond  of  muficky  in  which 
flie  had  made  fome  progress }  but  fo  de- 
licate was  the  texture  of  her  nerves, 
that  one  day,  while  Fathom  entertained 
.the  company  with  a  favourite  air,  ihe 
a6hially  fwooned  with  pleafure. 

Such  fenfibiiity,  our  projeAor  well 
knew,  niuft  be  diffufed  through  all 
the  pafiions  of  her  heart ;  he  congi'^*- 
jtulated  himfelf  upon  the  fure  afcen- 
dancy  he  had  gamed  over  her  in  this 
particular  s  and  forthwith  began  to  ex- 
ecute the  plan  he  had  ere^ed  for  her 
deftruAion.  That  he  might  the  more 
effeftually  deceive  the  vigilance  of  her 
father's  wife,  he  threw  fuch  a  dafli  of 
aifeAation  in  his  complaifance  towards 
Celinda,  as  could  not  efcape  the  notice 
of  that  prying  matron,  tliough  it  was 
not  palpable  enough  to  difoblige  the 
young  lady  herfelt,  who  could  not  fo 
well  diftinguifli  between  overttrained 
courtefy  and  real  good-breeding:  this 
behaviour  fcreened  him  from  the  fufpi- 
cion  of  the  family,  who  confidered  it  as 
an  effort  of  pot i tends,  to  cover  his  in- 
difference and  difguft  for  the  daughter 
of  his  friend,  who  had  by  this  time 
given  fome  reafon  to  believe  fhe  looked 
upon  him  with  the  eyes  of  affection ;  fo 
that  the  opportunities  he  enjoyed  of  con - 
verfing  with  her  in  private  were  lefs  liable 
to  intrufion  or  inquiry.  Indeed,  from 
what  I  have  already  obferved  touching 
the  fentiments  of  her  ftep-dame,  that 
lady,  far  from  taking  meafures  for 
thwarting  our  heroes  defign,  would  have 
rejoiced  at  the  execution  of  it,  and  had 
(he  been  informed  of  his  intent,  might 
have  fallen  upon  fome  method  to  facili- 
tate the  enterprizc  ;  but  as  he  folely  de- 
pended upon  bis  own  talents,  he  never 
dreamed  of  follcitin^  fuch  an  auxiliary. 
Under  cover  of  inftru£^ing  and  ac- 
complifhing  her  in  the  exerciie  of  mu* 
"fick,  he  could  not  want  occafions  for 
promoting  his  aim :  when,  after  having 
foothtd  her  fenle  of  hearing,  even  to  a 
degree  of  raviihment,  fo  as  to  extort 
from  her^  exclamation  importing  that 
lie  was  furely  fomething  fupernatuial  { 


he  never  failed  to  whi|per  fome  infidiout 
compliment  or  tale  of  love,  exquifttely 
fuited  to  the  emotions  of  her  foul.  Thus 
was  her  heartinfenfibly  fubdued,  though 
more  than  half  his  work  was  ftiil  undonef 
for  at  all  times  ftie  difclofed  fuch  puritf 
of  i'entiment,  fuch  inviolable  attachment 
to  religion  and  virtue,  and  ieemed  fo  a- 
verfe  to  all  forts  of  inflammatory  dif- 
courfe,  that  he  durft  not  prefume,  upon 
the  footing  he  had  gained  in  her  affec- 
tion, to  explain  the  bafenefs  of  his  de- 
fire;  he  therefore  applied  to  another  of 
her  pafllons,  that  proved  the  bane  of  her 
virtue :  this  was  her  timidity,  which  at 
firft  being  conftitutional,  was  afterwards 
increafed  by  the  circumliances  of  her 
education,  and  now  aggravated  by  the 
artful  converfation  of  Fathom,  which 
he  checquered  wiih  difmal  ftories  of 
omens,  portents,  prophecies,  and  appa- 
rition^,  delivered  upon  fuch  unqueftion* 
able  tcllimony,  and  with  fuch  marks  of 
convi^lion,  as  captivated  the  belief  o( 
the  devoted  Celinda,  and  filled  her  ima* 
gination  with  unceaiing  terrors. 

In  vain  fhe  flrove  to  difpel  thofe 
frightful  ideas,  and  avoid  fuch  topicks 
of  difcourie  for  the  future :  the  more  (he 
endeavoured  to  baniOi  them,  the  more 
troublefome  they  became;  and  fuch  was 
her  infatuation,that  as  her  terrors  increaf- 
ed,  her  thirfl  after  that  fort  of  knowledge 
was  augmented .  Man  y  (leeplefs  nights 
did  (he  pafs  amidft  thofe  horrors  of  fan- 
cy, ftarting  at  every  noife,  and  fweating 
with  dreary  appiehenfion,  yetaAiamed 
to  own  her  fears,  or  folicit  the  comfort 
of  a  bed- fellow,  left  (he  fhould  incur 
the  ridicule  and  cenfure  of  her  father*s 
wife;  and  what  rendered  this  difpofitioa 
the  more  irkfome,  was  the  folitary  fitu- 
ation  of  her  chamber,  that  ftood  at  the 
end  of  a  long  gallery,  fcarce  within 
hearing  of  any  other  inhabited  part  of  the 
houfe. 

All  thefecircum (dances  had  been  duly 
weighed  by  our  projector,  who  having 
prt pared  Celinda  for  his  purpole,  tlole 
at  midnight  from  his  apartment,  which 
was  in  another  ftory,  and  approach  in  jp 
her  door,  there  uttered  a  piteous  groan  ; 
then  fofily  tetired  to  his  bed,  m  full 
confidence  of  feeing  next  day  the  effeft 
of  this  operation:  nor  did  his  arrow 
mifs  the  mark;  poor  Celinda*s  co<intc- 
nance  gave  fuch  indications  of  melan- 
choly and  difmay,  that  he  could  not 
omit  aiking  the  caule  of  her  dilquiet) 
andfhei  athiseamcfkiequeO,  was  pre- 
vailed 
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vailed  upon  to  eommunicatit  the  dread- 
ful falutation  of  the  preceding  night, 
which  flui  confidered  as  an  omen  of  death 
to  fome  perfoo  in  the  fa«ily,  ia  all  pro- 
bability to  herieif,  a»  the  groan  feemed 
to  ifliie  from  one  corner  of  her  own 
apartment.  Our  adventurer  argued  a - 
gainft  this  fuppoiition,  as  contradictory 
to  the  common  obfeiv^tion  of  thofe  fu- 
pematuraJ  warnings,  which  are  not  ufu- 
ally  imparted  to  the  perfon  who  Is  doom- 
ed to  die,  but  to  fome  faithful  friend  or 
trufty  fervant,  particularly  interefted  in 
the  event.  He  therefore  fuppofed  the 
groans  foreboded  the  death  of  niy  lady» 
who  Teemed  to  be  in  a  drooping  itate  of 
bealthy  and  were  by  her  genius  convey- 
ed to  the  organs  of  Celjnda,  who  was 
the  chief  fufferex*  by  her  jealous  and  bar- 
barous difpofidon ;  he  likewife  expreflTed 
an  earned  deiire  to  be  an  ear-witnefs  of 
fuch  iblemn  communication;  and  aU 
ledging  that  it  was  highly  improper  for 
a  young  lady  of  her  delicate  feelings  to 
espofe  herfelf  alone  to  fuch  another  dif< 
mal  viGtation,  beeged  he  might  be  al- 
lowed to  watch  all  night  in  her  cham- 
ber, in  order  to  defend  her  from  tlie 
Ihocking  impreifjons  of  fear. 

Though  no  perfon  ever  flood  more  in 
need  of  a  companion  or  guard,  and  her 
heart  throbbed  with  tranfports  of  dif- 
may  at  the  profpeCt  of  night,  Qie  reject- 
ed bis  propofal  with  due  acknowledg- 
ment, and  refolved  to  truil  folely  to 
the  protection  of  Heaven :  not  th^c  flie 
thought  her  innocence  or  reputatioa 
could  fuffer  by  her  compliance  with  his 
requeftj  for  hitherto  her  heart  was  a 
ftranger  to  thofe  young  defires  which 
haunt  the  fancy  and  warm  the  bre.H(l  of 
youth  $  fo  that  being  ignorant  of  her 
danger,  flie  faw  not  the  neceflity  of  a- 
voiding  temptation  i  but  (he  refufed  to . 
admit  a  man  into  her  bed-chamber, 
merely  becaufe  it  was  a  Hep  altggether 
oppofire  to  the  forms  and  decorum  of 
life.  Mevertbeleis,  far  from  being  dif- 
cour^ged  by  this  repulle,  he  knew  her 
fears  would  multiply,  and  reduce  that 
reluctance  $  which,  in  order  to  weaken, 
he  bad  recourfe  to  another  piece  of  ma- 
chinery, that  operated  powerfully  in 
behalf  of  his  defign. 

Some  years  ago,  a  twelve -ftringed  in- 
ftruoaent  was  contrived  by  a  very  inge- 
nious mufician,  by  whom  it  was  aptly 
intitled  the  harp  ol  ^olus,  becaufe,  be- 
ing properly  applied  to  a  ftream  of  air, 
it  produces  a  wild,  irregulajr  variety  of 


harmoaious  fouods,  that  ie^m  W  be^b^ 
dieGt  of  ipchantn»entj|  and  woadeifuUjr 
difpofe  the  mind  for  the  moft  romanticli; 
fUujitipns.    Fathom •  who  was  really  a 
virtuoib  in  mufick,  had  brought  one  of 
thofe  new-faihioned  guittars  in|o   the 
country,  and  as  the  efleCt  of  it  was  ttiVk 
unknown  in  the  family,  he  that  nighc  * 
converted  it  to  the  purpofes  of  his  a- 
mpur,  by  fixing  it  in  the  cafement  of  a 
window  belonging  to  the  gallery,  ex- 
ppfed  to  the  weft- wind,  which  then  blew 
in  a  gehtle  breeze*     The  ttrina   no 
footier  ftlt  the  iraprelfion  of  the  balmy 
zephyr,  than  they  began  to  pour  forth  4 
ftream  of  melody,  more  ravifliingly  de- 
lightful (has  the  fong  of  Philomel^  the 
warbling  brook,  and  all  the  concert  of 
the  wood.    The  foft  and  tender  notea 
of  peace  and  love  were  fwelled  up  witl^ 
the  moft  delicate  and  infenfible  tranfio 
tion,  into  a  loud  hymn  of  triumph  am| 
exultation,  joined  by  the  deep-toned  or-i 
gan,  and  a  full  choir  of  voices^  which 
gradually  decayed  upon  the  ear,  until  it 
died  away  in  diftant  found,  as  if  a  flight 
of  angeU  had  raiied  the  fong  in  thetf 
afcent  to  Heaven.      Yet    the  chords 
hardly  cealed  to  vibrate  after  the  expira- 
tion of  this  overture,  which  uihered  in 
a  compofuion  in  the  fame  pathetick 
iiile ;  and  this  again  was  fucceeded  by 
a  third,  almoft  without  pauie  or  inter- 
minion,  as  if  the  artiit's  hand  had  been 
indefatigable,  and  the  theme  never  to 
beexhauded. 

His  heart  muft  be  quite  callous,  and 
his  ear  loft  to  all  di/linClion,  who  could 
hear  fuch  harmony  without  emotion  | 
how  deeply  then  muft  it  have  affeCted 
the  delicate  Celinda,  whofe  ienfations^ 
naturally  acute,  were  whetted  to  a  moft 
painful  keennefs  by  her  apprehcnfion  i 
who  could  have  no  previous  idea  of  fuch 
entertainment, and  was  credulous  enough 
to  believe  the  molt  improbable  tale  of 
fuperttition  I  She  was  overwhelmed  with 
awful  terror,  ^nd  never  doubting  that 
the  founds  were  more  than  mortal,  re- 
commended herfelf  to  the  care  of  Pro- 
vidence  in  a  fucceiTion  of  pious  ejacula- 
tions. 

Our  adventurer  halving  allowed  Cqnyt 
time  for  the  e^eCt  of  this  conuiv^mc^ 
repaired  to  her  chamber-door,  and  in  a 
whilber  conveyed  through  the  key-hple, 
afked  if  ihe  was  avirake,  begged  pardoii 
for  fuch  an  unfeafonable  viiit,  and  da- 
fired  to  know  her  opinion  of  the  ftranglp 
muilck  whicii  hn  thfiA  bmi^^    {»  fpitf 


I'BIlDlNAND    COVNT   FATlfOM* 


oF  her  notions  of  dectncy,  (he  was  glad 
of  hts  iiicniiion,  and  being  in  no  cpndl- 
tion  to  obfenre  punftitios,  (lipped  on  a 
wrapper,  opened  the  door,  and  with  a 
faultering  voice,  owned  herfelf  fright- 
ened almoil  to  diftraftion.  He  pretend- 
ed to  confole  her  with  reflcftrons,  im- 
porting, tliat  (he  was  in  the  hands  of 
a  benevolent  Being,  who  would  not 
impofe  upon  his  creatures  anv  taik 
which  they  could  not  bear :  he  infifled 
upon  her  returning  Ito  bed,  and  a(rured 
her  he  wonld  not  ftir  fi-om  her  chamber 
till  day.  Thus  comforted,  (he  betook 
lier(elt  again  to  reit,  while  he  Tat  down 
in  an  elbow  chair  at  fome  distance  from 
-the  bed-(ide.  and  in  a  foft  voice  began 
the  ccnverfation  with  her,  on  the  fubieft 
rf  tho(e  vifitations  from  above  j  which, 
though  undertaken  on  pretence  of  dif- 
fipating  her  fear  and  anxiety,  was  in 
reality  calculated  for  theparpole  of  aug- 
menting both. 

*  That  fweet  air,'    faid  he,  *  feems 

*  defigned  for  foothing  the  bodily  an- 

*  guim  of  fume  faint  in  his  laft  mo- 

*  ments.     Hark!  how  it  rifes  into  a 

*  more  r}}rightly  and  elevated  ftrain,  as 

*  if  it  were  an  inrpiriting  invitation  to 
«  the  realms  of  blilis'.   iure  he  is  now 

*  abr«lved  from  all  the  milery  of  this 
'  life;  that  full  and  f;lortous  concert  of 

*  voices  and    celcliial    harps,    betuken 

*  his    reception    among    the    heavenly 

*  choir,  v.ho  now  waft  his  foul  topara* 

*  difian  joys  I  this  is  altogether  great, 

*  fttlemn,    and  amaxing!    The  clock 

*  (^rikfrs  one;  the  fymphony  hath  ceaf- 

*  edr 

This  was  aflually  the  cafej  for  he 
had  ordered  Maurice  to  remove  the  in- 
ftrument  at  that  hour,  left  the  found  of 
it  (hould  become  too  familiar,  and  excite 
the  curiofity  oi  fume  undaunted  domei- 
tick,  who  might  fruftrate  his  fcheme, 
by  difcovering  the  apparatus.  As  for 
poor  Celind;*,  her  fancy  was,  by  his 
muiick  and  difcourfe,  worked  up  to  the 
highell  pitch  of  enthufial^ick  terrois*, 
the  whole  bed  (hook  with  her  trepida- 
tion, the  awfnl  Itlence  th.it  fuccceded 
the  Aipematural  mufick,  threw  an  ad^ 
dttional  damp  upon  her  fiiirits,  and  the 
artfol  Fathom  affcfVing  to  fnore  at  the 
fame  time>  fhe  could  no  longer  ccoitvin 
her  horror,  but  called  upon  his  name 
Vritli  a  fearful  accent,  an((  having  own- 
ed hei*  prefent  fttuation  iu'upportabic, 
intreated  lu:ti  to  draw  near  her  bed'-ftde. 


that  he  might  be  wilhki  touch  on  any 
cmei^ney. 

This  was  a  welcome  ftqae(^  to  our 
adventurer,  who  a(ked  pardon  forhff 
'  drowfinefs  {  and  taking  his  f^ation-on 
the  fide  of  her  bed,  exhorted  her  to 
compofe  herfelf)  then  locking  her  hand 
faft  in  his  own,  was  again  feited  with 
•fuchan  inclination  to  (leep,  that  he  gra- 
dually funk  down  by  her  fide,  and 
feemed  to  enjoy  his  r^fe  in  that  atti- 
tude. Meanwhile,  his  tender-hearted 
miltrefs,  that  he  might  not  fu(Ier  in  hf^ 
health  by  his  humanity  and  complai- 
fance^  covered  him  with  the  coonterpantB 
as  he  (lept,  and  fuffered  him  to  take  his 
reil,  without  interruption ;  till  he  thought 
proper  to  (lart  up  fuddenly,  with  an  ex- 
clamation of,  *  Heaven  watch  over  us!* 
and  then  afked,  with  fymptoms  of  a* 
ftoniihment,  if  (he  had  heard  nothing. 
Such  an  abrupt  addrefs,  upon  fuch  an. 
occafion,  did  not  f^ii]  to  amaze  and 
a(fright  the  gentle  Celinda  j  who,  un-  ' 
able  to  fpeak,  (prung  towards  her 
treacheious  prote6^or;  and  he,  catch* 
ing  her  in  his  arms,  bade  her  fear  no* 
thmg;  for  he  would,  at  the  expence  of 
his  life,  defend  her  from  all  danger* 

Having  thus,  by  tampering  with  her 
weaknefs,  conquered  the  (iHl  and  chief 
oblUclcs  to  his  defigo,  he  with  great 
art  and  perfeverance  improved  the  in-» 
tei  courfc  to  fuch  a  degree  of  intimacy  as 
could  not  but  be  productive  of  all  the 
confequences  which  he  had  fore(een* 
The  groans  and  mulick  were  occa(ionai- 
ly  repeated,  fo  as  to  alarm  the  whole 
umily,  and  infpire  a  thoufand  various 
conje^ures  t  he  failed  not  to  continue 
his  nocturnal  vifits  and  ghaftly  difcourfe^ 
until  his  attendance  became  fo  ncceffary 
to  this  unh:tppy  maiden,  that  4he  durft 
not  rtay  in  her  own  chamber  without  hia 
company,  nor  even  (leep,  except  in  con* 
taft  with  her  betrayer. 

Such  a  commerce  between  two  fuch 
perfons  of  a  different  fex,  could  not  pof- 
noly  be  long  carried  on,  without  degc» 
nerating  from  the  platonick  fyftem  ot 
fentimental  love.  In  her  paroxifms-o^ 
difmay,  he  did  not  forget  to  breathed 
the  foft  iofpirations  of  his  psffion,  ftf 
which  ftw  iirtencd  with  more  pleafurey 
as  they  diverted  the  gloomy  ideas  of  hef 
fe^HT  \  and  by  this  time  his  extraordioaiy 
accumplifhmcnts  had  made  a  eonquc^ 
of  her  heart.  What  therefore  could  be 
a  more  ititerefting  tratofttion>  thanthatf 

Q  flOMf 
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f^m  the  noft.imnfy  to  tke  moft  agntt* 
ble  (enfatton  of  the  human  bread  1 

Tbia  being  the  caiei  the  ceader  will 
not  .wonder  that  a  conAisinMte  traitor, 
like  FathoiRy  ibonld  triumph  over  the 
virtue  of  an  artlei's,  innocent,  young 
creature,  whoie  paflion»  he  had  entireLy 
ttnder  bis  command.  The  gradations 
towards  rice  are  almoft  imperceptible, 
and  an  experienced  feducer  can  ftrew 
them  with  fuch  inricing  and  agreeable 
flowerB,  a»  will  lead  the  young  fmner 
«n  inienfibly,  even  to  the  m'oft  profligate 
fiages  of  guilt*  All,  tberetore,  that 
can  be  done  by  virtue,  unaiitfted  witb 
experience,  is  to  avoid  every  trial  with 
Itich  a  formidable  foe,  by  declining  and 
difcouraging  the  ftrft  advances  towards 
«  particular  correfpondence  witb  perfi- 
dious man,  howibever  agreeable  it  may 
ieem  to  be:  for  here  is  no  (ecurily  but 
in  opnfciotta  wealuiefs. 

Fathom,  though  nofiefled  of  the  fpoila 
«f  poor  Celinda^s  nonour,  did  not  en- 
joy his  ifucceTs  with  tranquillity.  Ke- 
timion  and  remorfe  often  invaded  her 
in  the  midft  of  their  guilty  pleafures, 
and  embittered  all  thole  moments  they 
Bad  dedicated  to  mutual  blifs.  For  the 
fteds  of  virtue  are  leldom  deflroycd  at 
once.  Even  amidft  the  rank.  produ6lions 
ef  vicci  they  regermin^te  to  a  fort  of 
imperfe^  vegetation;  like  fome  fcattered 
kyacinchs  (hooting  up  among  the  weeds 
el  ft  mined  garden^  thatteltify  the  for- 
mer euteure  and  amenity  of  the  fori : 
Ae  fighed  at  the  £id  remembrance  of 
Ihat  virgin  dignity  which  Ihe  had  lo(t| 
Ihe  wq>t  at  ihe  profpeA  of  that  di%race, 
mortiacation,  and  milery  (he  mould 
undergo,  when  abandoned  by  this  tran- 
iient  lover,  and  feveielv  reproadied  liim 
for  the  arts  be  had  ufed  to  fliipwreck  her 
innocence  and  peace. 

Such  expoftulations  are  extremely 
unfeafbnable^  when  addrefled  to  a  man 
well-nich  £it«d  .with  the  effe^i  of  his 
conaueS  i  they  n6k  like  ibong  blafts  of 
wind  applied  to  embers  almoft  extin- 
#UillKd,  which,  ialtead  of  leviving  the 
Same,  featter  and  deftroy  every  remain  • 
ing  particle  of  Hi-e.  Our  adventui  er,  in 
tbe  midft  of  his  peculiarities,  had  in- 
conftancy  in  conMnon  with  the  reft  of 
his  fex^  More  than  half  cloyed  witb 
ihe  po^TelHon  of  Celinda,  he  could  dot 
iMul  to  be  difgufted  with  her  upbraid- 
iiigs  i  and  had  iift  not  been  tlie  daogh- 
ler  of  a  gentleman  who(e  friend diip  he 
did  Hot  think  it  hisinui^il  to  fori'eit^he 


would  haspe  drappcd  this  cocRfiKMBdeiic^ 
without  selu£unce  or  befitation :  but 
as  he  had  mcafutca  to  keep  witb  a  £s- 
milv  of  fuch  confequence,  be  conftraia- 
ed  nts  inclinations  m  far  as  to  counter* 
feit  thofe  raptwea  be  no  iokiger  felt^and 
found  meant  toappeafe  tbctfe  interven- 
ing tumults  of  ber  grief. 

Forefeeing,  however,  that  it  would 
not  be  always  in  his  power  to  confolc 
her  on  thcii;  tecms^  he  refolved,  if  po^ 
fible,  to  divide  ber  affeftion,  which 
now  flowed  upon  him  too  iutcnlelyi 
and  with  that  view,  whenever  flie  com- 
plained of  the  vapours  or  dejedtion,  br 
prescribed,  and  even  inTifted  upon  her 
iWaliowing,  certain  cordials  of  the  moft 
palatable  cofflpoiition,without  which  he 
never  travelled ;  and  (heie  produced  focb 
agreeable  reveries  and  flow  of  fpirita^ 
that  flie  gradually  became  enamoured 
of  intoxication  ^  while  he  encouraged 
the  pernicious  paflion,  by  expreiling  the 
rooft  extravaeant  applaufe  and  admira- 
tion at  the  wild  irit^ular  fallies  it  pro- 
duced .  Without  having  iirft  made  thia 
djveriion,  he  would  have  found  it  in»-  ' 
prafticable  to  leave  the  houfe  in  tran-  ^ 
quillityj  but  when  this  bewitching 
philtre  grew  into  an-  habit,  her  attach- 
ment to  Ferdinand  was  infenfibly  dif- 
folvedj  flie  began  to  bear  his  n^le£l 
with  indifference,  and  fequeftcring  her- 
iclf  from  the  reft  of  the  family,  ui«d  to 
folicit  this  new  ally  for  confolation. 

Having  thus  pot  tlie  ftnifliing  ftroke 
to  the  daughter's  ruin,  he  took  leave  of 
tlie  fatlier,  with  many  acknowleds;^ 
ments  and  expieflious  of  gratitude  for 
his  hoipitality  and  friendflup}  and  rid- 
ing ax>rs  the  country  to  Briftol,  took 
up  his  h<tbitation  near  the  Hot-welU 
where  he  ftaid  during  the  remaining, 
part  of  the  feafbn.  As  for  the  mi  Gam- 
ble Celinda,  flie  became  more  and  mone 
addi6led  to  the  vices  in  which  flie  had 
been  initiated  by  his  fuperlacive  perfidy 
and  craft  ^  umU  flie  was  quite  aban- 
doned by  decency  and-  caution.  Her 
father *s  heart  was  torn  with  anguifli,. 
while  his  wife  rejoiced  in  her  fall.  At 
length,  her  ideas  were  i^uitc  debaled  by 
ber  infirmity  $  flie  grew  every  day  more 
attd  more  fenfu^  and  dej^neratc,  and 
coatra^ed  an  intimacy  with  one  of  the 
fbotmeni  who  was  kind  epongh  to  take 
her  to  wife,  in  hojie  of  obtiliung  a  good 
fettlement  from  his  mafter  s  but  being 
difappointed  in  his  aim,  he  conduced 
her  to  London,  where  he  made  fliifit  ta 
iniianate 
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inliniiaCe  liimfirlf  into  another  fcnrice» 
leaving  to  her  the  uie,  and  partljr  the 
advantage,  of  her  own  pcrfon,  whioh 
was  ftill  Qncommonly  atira^ive. 


CHAP.    XXXV. 

^«  RBVAtftS  TO  BRIITOl  STRlNGy 
WHBRK  HB  RB1GN8  PAR«AMOUNT 
DVRIMG  THE  WH01.B  BFAYON. 

WE  fliall  tbefefore  lea^  fier  in 
thif  coififoruble  fitnadon,  an4 
return  to  oar  adventtitcr,  whofe  appear- 
ance at  Sriftol  was  confidered  at  a  iiap- 
py  omen  by  the  proprietor -of  the  hot- 
welly  and  aJi  the  people  who  live  by  the 
reibrt  of  company  to  that  celebrated 
Spring.  Nor  were  thfy  deceived  in  their 
prognoftick  }  Fathom,  at  ufual,  form- 
ed the  nucleut  or  kernel  of  the  beau 
roonde  }  and  the  feafon  Toon  became  fo 
cioadedt  that  many  people  of  fafhion 
were  obliged  to  quit  the  place  for  vrant 
of  lodgingi^  Ferdinand  wat  the  foul 
that  animated  |he  whole  focietv*  He 
not  only  imremed  partiet  of  pleafime, 
^«t  aUe,  hy  hit  peribnsl  talenu»  ren- 
dered than  more  agreeable^  in  a  word, 
he  regulated  their  diveriions,  and  the 
mailer  of  the  ceremoniet  never  would 
allow  the  baH  to  be  hegun^ohtii  the 
count  wat  feated. 

Having  thut  made  himfelf  the  objeft 
'  <of  admiration  and  efhrem,  hit  advice 
wat  an  oracle  to  which  they  had  re- 
courle  in  all  doubtftd  ci(e$  of  punAilio 
or  difpote,  or  even  of  medicine^  for, 
among  hit  xxther  aiacempUAimaitt,  hit 
^ttfcourfeon  that  fubjefl  was  fo  plaufible, ' 
and  well  adapted  te  the  underftanding 
of  his  hcaren,  that  any  perfon  who  had 
not  a^hially  fludied  the  medical  art, 
would  have  believed  he  was  infpired 
l>y  the  fptrit  of  ^fcolapius.  What 
contributed  to  the  aggrandizement  of 
hts  chamber  in  this  branch  of  know- 
ledge, was  a  vi^^ory  he  obtained  over 
an  old  phyHcian,  who  piied  at  the  well, 
and  had  one  day  unfortunately  began 
to  harangue  in  the  pump-room  upon 
the  nature  of  the  Briftol- warer.  In  the 
courfe  of  this  left  ore,  he  undertook  to 
account  for  the  warnmth  of  the  fluid } 
and  hit  ideat  being  perplexed  with  a 
great  deal  of  reading,  which  he  had  not 
Seen  able  to  digeft,  his  difquiiition  was 
€o  indiftinj^,  and  his  expremon  fo  ob- 
icure  ao4  unentertairnqgi  that  our  be^o 


Icieed  the  opportunity  of  dirtying  hiB- 
own  emditMn»  by  ventuymg  to  contra- 
did  Araie  cifcumftancet  of  the  doAor*t ' 
h^pothefit,  and  iobAituting  a  theory  of 
hst  own^  which,  as  he  bad  in^nted  it 
for  the  purpose,  wat  «pially  amufin^' 
and  ehimerieal. 

He  alledged,  that  fire  was  the  rc4e 
vivifying  principle  that  pervaded  aH  nn« 
ture^  that  as  the  heat  of  the  fun  oon- 
codded  the  juice  of  vegetables,  and  ripeA/* 
ed  thoA;  fruits  that  grow  upon  tile  te- 
face  of  this  globe,  there  was  likewift ' 
an  immenft  ftore  of  cencral  fire  refnrved ' 
within  the  bowels  of  the  earth^  not  onlf  ' 
for  the  feneration- of  geaosy  follilt,  and 
all  thepurpofet  of  tm  mmeral  worlds 
but  likewtfe  for  cheriihine  and  kee|S- 
ing  alive  tbofe  plantt    uniifih    would  ' 
othcrwife  periih  by  the  winter's  cold* 
The  exiimice  of  fuch  a  fine  be  proved 
from  the  nature  of  all  thofe  volcanoes^ 
which,  in  almoft  every  comer  of  the 
earth,  are  continually  vomiting  up  tkhtt 
flames  or  fmoke.    *  Tbefe/  find  he^ 

*  are  the  great  vents  appointed  by  Na- 

*  tnre  for  the  di (charge  of  that  rarified 

*  air,  and  combulliUe  matter,  whkh, 
'  if  confined,  would  burft  the  globe  t* 
'  Aincler.  But  befides  the  tar^  outlets, 

*  there  are  feme  fmall  chimnies  throvj^  * 

*  which  part  of  the  heat  ^vnfpires  $  a 

*  vapour  of  that  fort,  I  coiMeive,  muft 
«  pais  through  the  bed  or  channel  of 
<  this  fpringy  the  waters  of  which,  ac* 

*  cordingly,  retain  a  moderate  warmth/ 
This  account,    which  |otally  over* 

thre-^  the  other^s  doArine,  wat  lb  ex- 
tiiemely  agreeable  to  the  audience,  that 
the  tefty  doAor  loft  hit  temper ;  and  gave 
them  to  underftand,  without  preamb^ 
that  he  m oft  be  a  perfon  VvhoUy  igoo  • 
rant  of  natural  philofophy,  mko  could 
invent  fuch  a  ridiculout  fyftero,  and 
they  involved  in  worfe  tha^  an  Egyp- 
tian fog,  that  could  not  at  once  dilcem 
it's  weakneft  and  absurdity.  Thit  de* 
clar^tion  introduced  a  difpute,  which 
was  unanimoiHly  iletermined  in  favour ' 
of  onr  adveatufor.  On  all  fuch  occa- 
fions,  the  Aream  of  prejudice  runs  againft 
the  phy%IaQ«  jrven  though  his  antago- 
nift  has  nothing  to  recommend  himlelf 
to  the  favour  of  the  fpe6tators.  And 
thif  decifion  depends  upon  divers  con* 
fiderations  i  iu  the  firft  place,  there  is  a 
continual  war  carried  on  againft  the 
learned  profdiions,  by  all  thofe  who, 
confcious  of  their  own  ignorance,  ieeic 
10  l^vel  the  r^ution  oftheir  fuperiors 
O  a  with 
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^di  tteirowti.  Setondlx,  in-  ail'  dif- 
putM  upon  pliyfick,  that  hzppm  be- 
twixt a  perfon  who  really  underftands 
the  art,  and  aa  illtterate  pretender,  the 
wgumenti.of  the  firft  will  feem  obfcure 
and  unintelligible  to  thofe  who  are  un- 
ncquainted  with  the  previous  fyilcms  on 
iR^ich  they  are  built)  while  the  other's 
thaory»  derived  from  common  notions, 
andAipcrBcialobfervation,  will  be  more 
agreeable,  bec^ivTe  better  adapted  to  the 
conprelieniion  of  the  hearera*  Thirdly, 
the  {udement  of  the  multitude  ra  apt  to 
bfi  JMwd  by  that  fuiprite,  which  is  the 
tfiSt  of  feeing  an  artifl  foiled  at  his 
oi^ft  weapons,  by  one  who  engages  him 
only  for  amufemeat. 

Fathom,  befidea  thefe  advantages,  was 
bkflfed  with  a  flow  of  language,  an  ele- 
e9lit  gddrefs,  a  polite  and  fetf-denytng 
n\]m  pf  argumentation,  together  with  a 
teaspor  not  to  be  rufliedj  fo  that  the 
viSkQTf  could  not  long  waver  between 
him  and  the  phjrfician,  to  whom  he  was 
infinitely  fupfinor  in  every  acauifition 
but  thatof  folid  learning,  of  wnich  the 
jtldgcar  had  no  idea.  This  conteft  was 
no€  only  glorious  but  profitable  to  our 
aaventurerj  who  grew  into  Aich  requeft 
in  hit  medical  capacity,  that  the  poor 
do6kff  was  utterly  deferted  by  his  pa- 
tientai  and  Fathom's  advice  folicited  by 
f  v«rv  valetudinarian  in  the  place :  nor 
did  he  forfeit  the  character  he  thus  ac* 
ijuirad,  by  any  mifcarriaget  in  bis  prac- 
tice f  beinp  but  little  converfant  with 
the  matena  nsedica,  the  circle  of  his 

Srefcriptions  was  very  fmall ;  his  chief 
udy  was,  to  avoid  all  drugs  of  rough 
operation  and  uncertain  amQ,  and  to 
UtiinimiWf  fucbonly  at  4iould  be  agre^^ 


able  to  the  palate  without  dbing^  vi6» 
lencetotbeconftitution.  Such  a  phy- 
fictan  could  not  but  be  agreeable  to  peo- 
ple of  all  dtfpoiitions ;  and  as  moft  oif 
the  patients  were  in  fome  fliape  hypo- 
chondriack,  the  power  of  imagination 
co-operating  with  his  remedies,  often 
effefied  a  cure. 

Onv  the  whole,  it  became  the  faihion 
to  confuit  the  count  in  all  dii^mpm} 
and  his  reputation  would  have  )iad  it's 
run,  though  the  death  of  every  patient 
had  given  the  lye  to  his  pretentions.  9uC 
empty  fame  was  not  the  fole  fruit  of  his  ' 
fuccefs.  Thotigh  no  perfon  would  pre- 
fun^e  to  afiront  this  noble  graduate  with 
a  fee,  they  did  not  fail  to  mam'feft  thrjr 
gratitude  by  fome  more  valuable  prr- 
^t!  every  day  fome  fupcrb  piece  of 
china^  curious  fnufF-box,  or  jewel,  was 
pieiTed  upon  him  j  fo  that  at  the  end  of 
the  ieafon,  he  could  alraoft  have  fur- 
niOied  a  toy- (hop,  with  the  acknow- 
ledgments he  had  received.  Not  only  hia 
avarice,  but  his  pleafure,  was  gratified 
in  the  courfe  of  his  medical  adminiftra- 
tion.  He  enjoyed  free  accefs,  egrefs 
andregrefs,  with  ail  the  females  at  the 
welly  and  no  matron  fcrupled  to  put 
her  daughter  under  his  care  and  direc* 
tion.  Thefe  opportunities  could  not  be 
loft  upon  a  man  of  his  intriguing  genius  { 
though  he  conducted  his  amours  with 
fuch  difcretion,  that  during  the  whole 
fealbn  no  lady^s  character  fuflfered  on 
his  account ;  yet  he  was  highly  foitu- 
nate  in  his  addreflTes ;  and  vr)e  may  veQ« 
ture  to  affirm,  that  the  reproach  of  bar- 
rennefs  was  more  than  once  removed  by 
the  vigour  of  hit  epd^vour?. 
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CHAP.     I. 

BB  IS  SMITTEN  WITH  THE  CHARMS 
OF  A  FfiMALB  ADVENTURER, 
WHOSE  ALLUREMENTS  SUBJECT 
HIM  TO  A  NEW  VICISSITUDE  OF 
FORTUNE. 

3M0NG.  tbofe  who  wtre 
diftingu)(hed  by  his  gal* 
lantry,  was  the  young 
wife  of  an  old  citizen  of 
London,  who  had  granted 
her  permidion  to  refide  at 
the  Hot-well  for  the  benefit  of  her 
healthy  under  the  eye  and  inrpedion  of 
Ilia  own  fider,  who  was  a  maiden  of 
fifty  years.  The  pupil,  whofe  name 
was  Mrs.  Trapweil,  though  low  in 
fiature,  was  finely  ihaped,  her  counte- 
nance engaging,  though  her  complexion 
was  brown,  her  hair  in  colour  rivalled 
the  raven^fl  back,  and  her  eyeft  emula- 
ted the  Ittftre  of  the  diamond.  Fa- 
thom had  been  ft  ruck  with  her  firft  ap- 
pearance I  but  found  it  impracticable 
to  elude  the  vieilance  of  her  duenna, 
to  as  to  make  a  aeclarationof  his  flame; 
*  until,  (he  herfelf  gueiling  the  fituation 
of  his  thoughts,  and  not  difpleafed 
with  the  difcoveryy  thought  proper  to 
famiih  him  with  the  opportunity  he 
wanted,  by  counterfeiting  an  indifpo- 
fidon,  for  fhe  cure  of  which  (he  knew 
his  advice  would  be  implored*  This 
was  the  beginning  of  an  acquaintance, 
mJM  vas  iiieQimproVBd  to  bis  #i(h| 


and  fo  well  did  flie  manage  her  attme- 
tioos,  as  in  fome  mesrfure  to  fix  the  in- 
conftancv  of  his  difpofition ;  for,  at  the 
end  of  the  feafon,  his  paflTion  was  not 
fared }  and  the^  concerted  the  means  of 
continuing  their  commerce,  even  after 
their  return  to  London. 

This  intcrcourie  effectually  anr#(«re<t' 
the  purpofe  of  the  hufband,  who  hid 
been  decoyed  into  matrimony  by  the 
cunnine  of  his  fpoufe,  whom  he  had 
privately  kept  as  a  concubine  before 
marriage.  Coni'cious  of  her  own  pre- 
carious  fituation,  (be  had  refolved  to 
impole  upon  the  infirmities  of  Trapwell, 
and  feigning  herfelf  pregnant,  gave  him 
to  iwderftatid  fhe  could  no  longer  con- 
ceal her  condition  from  the  knowledge 
of  her  brother,  who  was  an  officer  ii/ 
the  army,  and  of  fuch  violent  pail^dns, 
that  fhould  he  once  difcover  her  back- 
Hiding,  he  would  undoubtedly  wipe 
away  the  ftains  of  his  familvdlfhonour 
with  her  own  blood,  as  well  as  that  of 
her  keeper.  The  citizen,  to  prevent 
fuch  a  catafirophe,  took  her  to  wife  j 
but  foon  after  perceiving  the  trick  which 
had  been  played  upon  him,  fet  his  in- 
vention at  work,  and  at  length  con- 
trived  a  fcheme  which  hethouj^t  would 
enable  him  not  only  to  retrieve  his  li- 
berty, but  alfo  indemnify  himfelf  for 
the  mortification  he  had  undergone. 

Far  from  creating  any  domettick  dtf- 
turbaace,  by  upbraiding  her  with  her 
fbeife,  he  feemed  perfeftly  well  pleaftd 
with  his  ac^uifltiOD  j  and  as  be  knew 
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her  Toidof  xnyprincipley  and  extremely 
addifted  to  (Meafure,  he  chofc  proper 
occaiions  to  infiiiuate,  that  flie  might 
srattfy  her  own  inclination,  and  at  the 
lune  time  turn  her  beautv-  to  good  ac- 
count. She  joyfully  liftened  to  theie 
remonftrances,  and  m  confequence  of 
their  mutual  agreement,  ihe  repaiitd  to 
Birittol  Sprtnff,  on  pretence  of  an  ill 
Ibte  of  health,  accompanied  by  her 
fifter-io-law,  whom  they  did  not  think 
Bfoper  to  intruft  with  the  real  motive  of 
ner  |oomey*  Fathom^s  pcrfon  was 
•gfteable,  and  his  finances  fuppofed  to 
be  in  Aotirifliing  order;  therefore,  ihe 
felefted  him  from  the  herd  of  gallants, 
IM  a  proper  facriiice  to  the  powers  which 
^adored}  and  on  her  arrival  in  Lon- 
don, made  her  huiband  acquainted  with 
the  importance  of  her  conqueft. 

TrapweU  overwhelmed  her  with  ca- 
reiles  and  praife  for  her  difcreet  and  du- 
tifnl  condud,  and  faithfully  promifed 
that  (he  (hould  pocket  in  her  own  privy 
purfe  one  half  of  the  fpoils  that  fiiould 
be  gathered  from  her  gallant,  whom 
flic  therefore  undertook  to  betray  ;  aftef 
be  bad  fwote  in  the  molt  folemn  man- 
ner, that  his  intention  vras  not  to  bring 
the  affair  to  a  publick  trial,  which 
would  redound  to  his  own  difgrace,  but 
to  extort  a  round  fum  of  money  from 
the  count  by  way  of  compofition.  Con^ 
fiding  in  this  proteftation,  ilie  in  a  fv/w 
diays  gave  him  intelligence  of  an  aflig- 
nation  (he  had  made  with  our  adventurer, 
ai  a  certain  bagnio  near  Covent  Garden) 
upon  whkh  he  fecured  the  aififtance  of 
a.  particular  friend  and  his  own  jour- 
neyman, with  whom,  and  a  tonftable, 
be  repaired  to  the  place  of  rendeavous, 
where  he  waited  in  an  adjoining  room 
according  to  the  dire£^ions  of  his  virtu- 
ous fpoufe,  untill  ihe  made  the  pre 
concerted  fignal  of  hemming  three  times 
silood,  when  heand  his  a(Iaciates  ruibed 
into  the  chamber  and  forpriaed  our  hero 
in  bed  vrith  his  inamorata. 

The  lady,  on  this  occaiion,  a^led 
her  part  to  a  miracle  s  ihe  fcreamed  at 
their  approach  i  and  after  an  exclama- 
tion or  '  Ruined  and  undone  */  fainted 
away  in  the  arms  of  her  (poufe,  who 
had  .by  this  time  feiacd  her  by  the 
flioulders,  and  began  to  upbraid  her 
with.her  infidelity  and  guilt.  As  for 
Fathom,  his  affli^ion  was  unutterable, 
when  he  found  himfelf  difcovered  in 
that  iituation,  and  made  prifoner  by  the 
(wo  afliiUntt,  vrho  bad  pinioned  htm 


in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  could  not 
ftir,  much  lefs  accomplifh  an  efcape. 
All  his  ingenuity  and  prefence  of  mind 
feemed  to  forfake  him  in  this  emer- 
gency .  The  horrors  of  an  Engli  Oi  jury 
overfpread  his  imagination :  for  he  at 
once  perceived  that  the  toil  into  whicb 
he  had  fallen  was  laid  for  the  p 
confequently  betook  it  for  granted^^t 
there  would  be  no  deficiency  in  point  of 
evidence.  Soon  as  he  recol levied  hsm^ 
felf,  he  begged  that  no  violence  might 
be  offered  to  his  perfon,  and  intreated 
the  huiband  to  favour  him  with  a  con- 
ference, in  which  the  affair  might  be 
comproinifed,  without  prejudice  to  the 
reputation  of  either. 

At  firft,  Trapwell  breathed  nothing 
but  implacable  revenge;  but,  by  the 
perfuafion  of  )itf  friends,  after  be  had 
fent  home  his  wife  in  a  chai^he  was 
prevailed  upon  to  hear  the  propofals  of 
the  delinquent,  who  having  afTured  him, 
by  way  of  apology,  that  he  had  alwaya 
believed  the  lady  was  a  widow,  made 
him  an  offer  of 'five  hundt^d  pG6nds» 
as  an  atonement  for  tlie  injury  he  had 
fuilained.  This  being  a  fum  no  ways 
adequate  to  the  cxpeaatioa  of  the  citi. 
zen,  who  looked  upon  the  count  at 
poflfeiTor  of  an  immenle  ettate,  he  re- 
jeaed  the  terms  with  difdain,  and  made 
inftant  application  to  a  judge,  from 
whom  he  obtained  a  warrant  for  femring 
his  oerfon  till  the  day  of  trial.  Indeed, 
in  this  cafe,  money  was  but  a  feoondarr 
confideration  with  Trapwell,  wfao& 
chief  aim  viras  to  be  legally  divorced 
from  a  woman  hedetefled.  Therefore^ 
there  was  no  remedy  for  the  ui^ppy 
count,  who  in  vain  offered  to  double 
the  fum  :  he  found  himfelf  reduced  to 
the  bitter  alternative  of  procuring  im* 
mediate  bail,  or  going  dtre£Vly  to  New^ 
gate. 

In  this  dilemma  he  fent  a  meflengcr 
to  his  friend  Ratchkali,  whoCe  coun* 
tenance  fell  when  he  underftood  the 
count*s  condition ;  nor  wmiUI  he  open 
his  mouth  in  the  ftile  of  confolaiioa, 
until  he  had  confulted  a  certain  fblici- 
tor  of  his  acquaintance,  who  affurcd 
him  the  law  abounded  with  fuch  re- 
fources,  as  would  infallibly  fcreen  the 
defendant,  had  the  faft  been  ftill  more 
palpable  than  it  was.  He  faid  there 
was  great  jprefumption  to  b^eve  the 
count  had  fallen  a  facrilice  to  a  con- 
fpiracy,  which  by  fbme  means  or  other 
would  be  deiefted  f^  and,  in  that  cafe» 
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thephintiff  might  obtiin  one  ihilling  in 
lieu  of  damage.  If  that  dcpendince 
ihoald  fail,  he  hinted  that,  in  all  fmi- 
bability,  the  witneilea  were  not  incor^ 
rujHible;  or  (hoold  they  prove  to  be  fo, 
one  nian*t  oath  wat  as  good  a«  another^iy 
and,  thank  Heaven !  there  was  no  dearth 
'^Cidence,  provided  money  could  be* 

n^  to  anfwer  the  neceflfary  occaiions. 

Ratchiuli,  comforted  by  tfatieinOnu- 
«tions,  and  dreading  the  reiJentment  of 
our  adventurer,  who  in  his  defpair  might 
punifti  him  ieverely  fur  his  want  of 
inendihip,  by  fome  precipitate  expla- 
nation ot  I  he  commerce  they  had  car- 
ried on  \  moved,  I  fay,  by  thcle  confi- 
derationsy  and  moreover  tempted  with 
the  profpcA  of  continuing  to  reap  the 
advantages  refulting  from  their  con« 
jandion,  he  and  anoftlier  perfon  of  cre- 
<lir,  with  whom  he  largely  dealt  in 
jevveU,  <:bndefcended  to  b«rcome.fnreties 
for  the  appearance  of  Fathom,  who 
was  accordingly  admitted  to  bail.  Not 
but  that  the  Tyroleze  knew  Ferdinand 
too  well  to  confide  in  his  parole:  he 
depended  chiefly  upon  his  ideas  of  felf* 
intereH,  which  he  thought  would  pcr- 
fuade  him  to  riik  the  uncertain  iflue  of 
a  trial,  rather  than  quit  the  field  before 
the  harveft  was  half  over  }  and  he  re- 
folved  to  make  his  own  retreat,  without 
ceremony,  ihouKl  our  hero  be  unwife 
enough  to  ;>handou  his  bail. 

Such  an  adventure  could  not  long  lie 
concealed  from  the  notice  of  the  publick, 
even  if  both  parties  had  been  at  pains 
to  fupprefs  the  circumftance^ :  but  the 
plaintiff,  far  from  feeking  to  cover,  af* 
fe^ed  to  complain  loudiy  of  his  mis* 
fortune,  that  lie  might  intereft  his 
neighbours  in  his  behalf,  and  raife  a 
ibiht  of  rancour  and  animofity,  to  in* 
fluence  the  {ury  againft  this  infolent 
foreigner,  who  had  come  over  into 
Kngland  to  debauch  our  wives  and  de- 
flower our  daughters ;  while  he  employ- 
ed a  foimidable  band  of  lawyers  to 
Aipport  the  indi^ment,  which  be  laid 
for  ten  thoufand  pounds  damages. 

Meanv.*bde,  Fathom  and  his  aifociate 
diii  not  fail  to  take  all  proper  meafures 
for  his  deft  nee  \  they  reuipcd  a  power- 
ful bar  of  couniel,  an*)  the  folicitor 
was  fupplied  with  one  hundred  pounds 
after  anotlu-r,  to  anfwer  the  expence  of 
lecret  ferviccj  lliil  alluring  his  clients 
that  every  thing  was  in  an  excellent 
irain,  and  that  his  adverfary  would  gain 
iMthiBf  btK  flMitte  and  co&fufioft  of 


hat^  NefcrtheleA,  there  wu  «  iie^ 
ceflky  for  poftponing  the  trinl^  on  ac- 
count of  a  material  evidtoee,  who» 
though  he  wavered,  wne  not  yet  quite 
brought  over;  and  the  attorney  found 
means  to  put  off  the  decifion  from  tens 
to  term,  until  there  was  no  otsibblc  left 
for  farther  deUy.  While  this  fbit  wtt 
depending,  our  hero  continued  to  move 
in  his  ufual  fpheye}  nor  did  the  report 
of  .his  fitaation  at  all  operate  to  bis  dif^ 
advantage  in  the  polite  world  t  on  die 
contrary,  it  added  a  frefb  plmne  to  bit 
charafter  in  the  eyes  of  all  thole  who 
were  not  befoiv  acouainted  with  the 
triumphs  of  hit  gallantry.  Notwith* 
landing  this  countenance  of  hit  fri«idt, 
he  himiislf  confidered  the  aftur  in  a  very 
lerious  light  \  and  perceiving  that  at 
any  rate  he  muft  be  a  conflderable  lofer, 
be  refolved  to  double  hit  afliduity  in 
trade,  that  he  might  be  the  more  able 
to  afford  the  extraordianry  expence  t» 
which  he  was  fubjeded. 


cn  At.  n. 

PRESH   CAVSB    FOR   BXEItTllfG  Bit 
EQUANIMITY  AND  FbaTlTITDE. 

THE  reader  ma^  have  obierved, 
that  Fathom,  with  all  hisci«trum- 
fpe&ion,  had  a  weak  (ide,  which  ex- 
pofed  him  to  fundry  mi fchmncet  \  thtt 
was  his  covetoufneA,  which  on  fbme 
occafioDS  became  too  bard  for  his  dif* 
cretion:  at  this  period  of  time,  it  vrat 
by  the  circuroftancet  of  hit  fitnation, 
inflamed  to  a  degree  of  rapacity,  fie 
was  now  prevailed  upon  to  ttke  a  hand 
at  whift  or  piquet,  and  even  to  wieM 
the  haaard-boxs  though  be  bad  hi- 
therto declared  htmielf  an  iireconcile* 
able  enemy  to  all  (brts  of  play;  and  fb 
uncommon  was  hit  fucceft  and  dexterity 
at  thefe  rxercifes,  at  to  furprtze  hit 
acquaintance,  and  arouze  the  foipicion 
of  i(>me  people,  who  repined  at  hit  piv 
fperity. 

But  in  nothing  was  his  conduft  more 
inexcuiable,  than  in  giving  way  to  the 
dangerous  temerity  of  Ratchkali,  which 
be  had  been  always  at  pains  to  reftrain, 
and  permittiiig  him  to  praAife  the  fame 
fraud  upon  an  Englifii  nobleman,  which 
had  been  executed  upon  himfelf  at 
Franckfort.  In  other  words,  the  Tjr- 
rolote,  by  the  canal  of  Ferdinand*t 
finger    and  KcomnMndation,   lbl<l   % 
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SMfi  for  a  real  brUluiot,  and  in  a  few 
kvs  tbe  ch«u  was  difcovcred»  to  the 
ipmute  jconfufioQ  of  our  adiraiturer) 
who»  peyerthekTat  afluosed  the  gui(e  of 
^nnoceoce  with  £>  much  art,  and  ea- 
Drtifoi  fuch  iiuiignation  againft  the  vil- 
lainy .who  haid  impofed  upon  his  judg- 
in^nt  aod  unfuTpe^ng  generofity,  that 
his  lordihip  acquitted  him  of  any  fliare 
in  the  deceit,  and  contented  himfelf 
with  the  reftitution»  which  he  inilfted 
upoi^  niaking  out  of  his  own  pocket, 
until  he  (hould  be  able  to  apprehend  the 
rogue,  who  bad  thought  proper  to  ab- 
fcood  for  his  own  fatety.  In  fpite  pf 
all  thia  exculpation,  his  chara£)er  did 
not  fail  to  retain  a  fort  of  ftr^ma,  which 
indeed  the  plaineft  proofs  ot  innocence 
are  hardly  able  to  efface  j  and  his  con- 
neflion  with  fuch  a  palpable  knave  as 
the  Tyroleze  appeared  to  be,  had  an 
cfieft  to  bis  prejudice,  in  the  minds  of 
lUl  thoie  who  were  privy  to  the  occur- 
jrtnce. 

When  a  man^s  reputation  is  once 
brought  in  queftion,  every  trifle  is,  by 
the  malevoloace  of  mankind,  nialniHed 
into  a  ftrong  prefumption  againit  the  cul- 
prit :  a  few  whifpers  communicated  by 
the  envious  mouth  of  (lander,  which  he 
can  have  no  oppoitunity  to  anfwer  and 
refute,  fliall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  world, 
o&nvi^  him  of  the  rooft  hoirid  ci  imes  i 
and  for  one  hypocrite  who  is  decked 
with  the  honours  of  virtue,  there  are 
twenty  good  men  who  fuifer  the  igno- 
mmy  of  vice  i  Co  well  difpofed  are  indi* 
Tiduals  to  trample  upon  the  fame  of 
their  fellow-  creatures.  If  tlie  moft  un- 
blemi(hed  merit  is  not  prote^ed  from 
this  injuftice,  it  will  not  be  wondered 
at  that  no  quarter  was  given  to  the 
character  of  an  adventurer  like  fathom  $ 
who,  among  other  unlucky  occurrences, 
had  the  misfortune  to  be  recognized  a- 
bout  this  tinoie,  by  his  two  Fariitao 
friends,  Sir  Stentor  Stiles,  and  Sir  Giles 
Squirrel* 

Thefe  vtrorthy  knights  errant  had  re- 
turned to  their  own  country,  after  hav? 
ing  made  a  very  prolperous  camoaiga 
in  Fi-ance  ^  at  the  end  of  which,  now- 
ever,  they  very  narrowly  efcaped  the 
sallies }  and  ieeiog  the  Polilh  count 
ieated  at  the  head  of  tafte  and  polite- 
nefs^  they  immediately  circulated  the 
fiory  ot  his  defeat  at  Parts,  with  many 
ludicrous  circumllances  of  their  own  in* 
vention,  and  did  not  fcruple  to  aiBrm 
that  he  was  a  rank  impoftor.    Wiwn 


the  lauflfa  is  raiftd  upon  a  gmt  nan,  Iw 
never  fails  to  dwindle  into  conteailpt. 
Ferdinand  began  to  oerceive  a  chan^ 
in  the  countenance  of  his  frienda.  Hia 
company  was  no  longer  folicited  with 
that  eajgernefs  which  they  had  formerly 
exprefled  in  his  behalf :  even  his  enter* 
>  tainments  were  neglefted ;  when  heap* 
peared  at  any  private  or  publick  aflem- 
biy,  the  ladies,  inftead  of  glowing  with 
pleafure,  as  formerly,  now  tittered,  or 
rq;arded  him  with  looks  of  difiiain  % 
and  a  certain  pert,  little,  forward  co- 
quette, with  a  view  to  put  him  out  of 
countenance  by  raifing  the  luugb  at  hia 
expence,  alked  him  one  nt^t,  at  a 
drum,  When  he  had  heard  from  his  re- 
lations in  Poland.  She  fucceeded  in 
her  deiign  upon  the  mirth  of  the  au- 
dience, but  was  difappointed  in  the 
other  part  of  her  aim  j  for  our  hero 
replied,  without  the  leaft  mark  of  dif- 
compoAire,    *  They  are   all    in  good 

*  health,at  your  fervice,  Madam  :  Iwifli 
'  I  knew  in  what  part  of  the  world  }'our 

*  relations  refide,  that  I  might  return 

*  the  compliment/  By  this  anfwer, 
which  was  the  more  Cewertf  as  the  youns^ 
lady  was  of  very  doubtful  extraf^ion, 
he  retorted  the  laugh  upon  the  aggreffbr, 
though  he  iikewife  fitiled  in  his  at- 
tem]>t  upon  her  temper:  for  (he  was 
perhaps  the  only  peribtr  prefent,  who 
equalled  himfelf  in  liability  of  counte- 
nance. 

Notwithftanding  this  appearance .  of 
unconcern,  he  was  deeply  touched  wsth 
theie  marks  of  alienation  in  the  behavi- 
our of  his  friends,  and  forefeeing  in  his 
own  difgrace  the  total  fliipwreck  of  bts 
fortune,  he  enret^d  into  a  melancholy 
deliberation  with  himfelf  about  the 
means  of  retrieving  his  importance  in 
the  beau-monde,  or  of  turning  his  ad- 
drefs  into  fome  other  channel,  where  he 
could  ftand  upon  a  lefs  (lippery  founda- 
tion. In  this  exercife  of  his  thoughts, 
no  fcheme  occurred  more  feafible  than 
that  of  fecuring  the  booty  be  had  made^ 
and  retiring  with  his  aflbciatf ,  who  was 
alfo  blown,  into  fome  other  country  | 
where  their  names  and  characters  being 
unknown,  they  might  purirue  their  old 
plan  of  commerce  without  raoleflation* 
He  imparted  this  foggeftion  to  the  Ty* 
roleze,  who  approved  the  propofal  of 
decamping,  though  he  combated,  whji 
all  his  might,  our  heiVs  inclination  ^ 
withdraw  himlelf  befoi-e  the  trial,  b/ 
repeating  tht  aflTurances  of  ibe  ii^citof> 
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%iit>  told  him  he  might  depend  upon  be- 
ing reimburfed  by  the  fentence  of  the 
touit  for  great  part  of  the  fums  be  had 
expended  in  the  courfe  of  the  profecu- 
tion. 

Fathom  Aiiered  hirofelf  to  be  per- 
fuaded  bv  thefe  arguments,  fupported 
with  the  defire  of  malcing  an  honourable 
retreat ;  and  waiting  patiently  for  the 
day  of  trouble,  difcbarged  his  fuivties, 
by  a  perTonai  appearance  in  court.  Yet 
thiB  was  not  the  only  fcore  he  difchargcd 
that  morning)  the folicitor  prcfented  his 
own  biil  before  they  fctoutfor  Wert- 
minfter  Hall,  and  gave  the  count  to  un- 
derftand  that  it  was  the  cuftom»  from 
time  immemorial,  for  the  client  to  clear 
with  his  attorney  before  trial.  Ferdi- 
nand had  nothing  to  obje6l  ag^ind  this 
cftablilbed  rule,  though  he  looked  upon 
it  as  a  bad  omen>  in  fpite  of  all  the  lb- 
licitor*s  confidence  and  proteltations  j 
and  he  was  not  a  little  confounded, 
when  looking  into  the  contents,  he  found 
him(elf  charged  with  three  hundred  and 
^fty  attendances.  He  knew  it  was  not 
his  intereft  to  difoblige  his  lawyer  at 
fucb  a  junfhire;  neverthelefs,  he  could 
not  help  expofhilating  with  him  on  this 
article,  which  fcemed  to  be  (b  falfely 
(bted  with  regard  to  the  number ;  when 
his  qoeftions  drew  on  an  explanation, 
by  which  he  found  he  had  incurred  the 
penalty  of  three  (hillings  and  four-pence 
for  every  time  he  chanced  to  meet  the 
confcientious  attorney,  either  in  the 
Park,  the  coffee  houfe,  or  the  ilreet, 
provided  they  had  exchanged  the  com- 
mon falutation :  and  he  had  ^reat  reafon 
to  believe  the  folicitor  had  often  thrown 
bimfclf  in  his  way,  with  a  view  tofwcll 
this  item  of  his  account. 

With  this  extortion  our  adventurer 
was  fain  to  comply,  becaufe  he  lay  at 
the  mercy  of  the  caitiflT;  accordingly, 
he  with  a  good  grace  paid  the  demand, 
which,  including  his  former  difburfe- 
roents,  amounted  to  three  hundred  and 
fixty-five  pounds,  eleven  (hillings,  three 
pence  three- farthings,  and  then  pre- 
renting  himielf  before  the  judge,  quietly 
fubmitted  to  the  laws  of  the  realm.  His 
counfel  behaved  like  men  of  confum- 
mate  abilities  in  their  profe(rion;  they 
exerted  themfelves  with  equal  indu(hy, 
eloquence,  and  erudition,  in  their  en- 
deavours to  perplex  the  truth,  brow -beat 
ihe  evidence,  puzzle  the  judge,  and  mif- 
lead  the  jury :  but  the  defendant  found 
hmlelf  wccfully  difappointcd  in  the  de- 


it  J 

pofition  of  Trapwell's  journeymani 
whom  the  folicitor  pretended  to  havt 
converted  to  his.iAtere(V :  this  witnefs, 
as  the  attorney  afterwards  declared*, 
played  booty,  and  the  fa£ls  came  out  fo 
clear,  that  Ferdinand  Count  Fathom 
was  conf  i£led  of  criminal  converfation 
'with  the  plaintiffs  wife,  and  caft  in  fif- 
teen hundred  pounds^  under  the  deno- 
mination of  damages. 

He  was  not  fo  much  furprized  at  af- 
flicked  at  this  decifion,  becaufe  he  faw 
it  gradually  approaching  from  the  ex- 
amination of  'the  fird  evidence:  hi$ 
thoughts  were  now  employed  in  cafting 
about  for  foroe  metliod  of  deliverance 
from  the  fnare  in  which  he  found  him-< 
felf  intangled.  To  efcape  he  foreiaw  it 
would  be  impracticable,  as  Trapwell 
would  undoubtedly  be  prepared  for  ar* 
refting  him  before  he  could  auit  Weft- 
minller  Hall  j  he  was  too  well  acquaint « 
ed  with  Ratchkali*s  principles  to  expert 
any  afTilUnce  from  that  quarter,  in  mo- 
ney-matters; and  he  was  utterly  averfe 
to  the  payment  of  the  fum  awarded  a« 
gainft  him,  which  would  have  cxhaufted 
his  whole  fortune.  He  therefore  refolv- 
ed  to  try  the  friend (liip  of  fome  perfona 
of  fa(hion,  with  whom  he  had  main- 
tained an  intimacy  of  cdrrefpondence  t 
fliould  they  fail  him  in  the  day  of  hia 
necc(!ity,  he  propofed  to  have  recourfe 
to  his  former  fureties,  one  of  whom  he 
meant  to  bilk,  while  the  other  might 
accompany  him  in  his  retreat :  or,  Oiould 
both  thefe  expedients  mifcarry,  he  de- 
termined, rather  than  part  with  his  ef- 
fefts,  to  undergo  the  moft  difagreeabic 
confinement,  in  hope  of  obtaining  the 
gaoler's  connivance  at  his  efcajie. 

Thefe  refolutions  bein^  taken,  he 
met  his  fate  with  &^^  fortitude  and 
equanimity }  and  calmly  fuffered  him  ^ 
felf  to  be  conveyed  to  the  houfe  of  a 
fhefifTs  officer ;  who,  as  he  made  his 
exit  from  the  hall,  according  to  his 
own  expe^ation,  executed  a  writ  a- 
gainft  him,  at  the  fuit  of  Trapwell,  for 
a  debt  of  two  thoyfand  pounds.  To 
this  place  he  was  followed  by  his  foli- 
citor, who  was  allured  by  the  profpe^ 
of  another  job,  and  who  with  great  de- 
monllrations  of  fatisfa6tion,  congratu- 
lated him  upon  the  happy  i^Tue  of  the 
tri^l  {  arrogating  to  himfelf  the  merit  of 
having  (Uved  him  eight  tlioufand  pounds 
in  the  aticleof  damages,  by  the  previ- 
ous (}eps  he  had  taken,  and  the  nobltf 
Utrfence  that  he  and  liis  frienda  tha 
F  counfel 
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coanfel  had  made  for  their  dient :  lie 
even  hinted  an  expe£Ution  of  receiving 
a  gratuity  for  his  extraordinary  care  and 
diferetioa. 

Fathoniy  gaOed  as  he  was  tvith  his 
misfortune,  and  enraged  at  the  ef&on* 
tery  of  this  pettif<^ge(*,  maintained  a 
ferenity  of  countenance^  and  fent  t)ie 
attorney  with  a  meflage  to  the  plain ti if, 
importing,  that  as  he  was  a  foreigner^ 
and  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  have  Co 
much  caAi  ahotit  him,  as  to  fpare  fif- 
teen hundred  pounds  from  the  funds  of 
his  ordinary  expence,  he  would  grant 
him  a  bond  payable  i<i  uvo  months, 
during  which  period  he  (hooid  be  able 
to  procure  a  proper  remittance  from  his 
own  eftate.  While  the  foiicitor  was 
employed  in  this  negociation,  he  diC- 
patched  his  valet  de  chamber  to  one  no« 
bleman,  and  Maui  ice  to  another,  with 
billets,  (ignifying  the  nature  of  the  vcr- 
dtft  which  his  adverfary  had  obtained, 
and  dellred  that  each  would  lend  him  a 
thoufand  pounds  upon  his  parole,  until 
he  could  negociate  bills  upo»  the  con* 
tin^nt. 

His  three  mefTengers  returned  aloioft 
at  the  fame  inftant  of  time;  and  thefe 
were  the  anfwers  they  brought  back. 

Trapwell  abfolutcly  rcjicQcd  bis  per- 
fonal  fecurity  s  and  threatened  him  with 
all  the  horrors  of  a  gaol,,  unlefs  he 
would  immediately  difcharge  the  debt, 
or  .procure  fufHcient  bon'ifmen  f  and 
one  of  his  quai-iy-friends  favoured,  him 
with  this  reply  to  his  requefl. 

*   MY  DEAR  COUNT  ! 

*  T  Am  mortally  chagrined  at  the  tri- 
^  *■  umph  you  have  furnifhed  to  that 

4  rafcally  citizen.     By  tlic  lardl    the 

•  judge  muft  have  been  in  the  terrors  of 

*  cuckoldom,  to  influence  the  decifion  ; 

*  and  the  jury,  a  mere  herd  of  horned 

<  beads,  to  bring  in  fiich  a  barbarous 

*  verdi^.     Egad  !  stthis  rate,  no  gen- 

•  tleman  will  be  able  to  lie  with  another 

<  man*s  wife,  but  at  the  ri/k  of  a  curftd 

•  prol'ecution.     But,  to  wave  this  dif- 

♦  agreeable  circumttance,    which    you 

♦  muft  ftrive  to  forget j  I  decla»e  my 
«  mortification  is  itill  the  greater,  hc- 
«  caufe  I  cannot  at  prefcnt  fupply  you 

♦  with  the  trifl;;  your  prcfent  exigency 

•  requires;  for,  to  tell  you  a  fecrct,my 

*  own  finances  are  in  damnable  confu- 

*  fion.     But  a  man  ot  Count  Fathom's 

*  iteure  and  addrcij>  can  never  be  puz* 


*  sled  for  the  want  of  Toch   a  podla^ 

<  fatn.     Adieu,  mv  dear  oooat  t   We 

*  (hall,  I  fuppofe,  have  the  pleaAsre  of 

*  feeing  you  to-iDorrow  at   White**  i 

<  meanwhile,  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

<  with   the   moft  peritft  attachment, 

*  yours, 

*  Ga»ZUEGMK.* 

The  other  noble  peer,  to  whcMn  he 
addrefled  h'unfelf  on.  this  occafion,  chc 
rifhed  the  fame  fentiments  of  virtue, 
fnendfliip,  and  generofity;,  bmt  his  ea- 
prcllioii  was  fo  diflfercnt,  that  we  (hall, 
for  tlie  edification  of  the  reader,  trsnf* 
cribe  his  letter  iniiis  owa  fpords. 


*    Slit, 

*  T  Was  never  more  aftoniflied  At(» 
-*■    *  at  the  reqeipt  of  your  very  ex* 

*  traordinary    billet,  wherein  you  lb* 

<  licit  the  loan  of  a  thoufand  poundiy 

*  which  you  dcfirt  may  be  fent  witfc 

*  the  beater,  on  the  faith  of  your  pa* 
'  role.    Sir,  I  hnve  no  money  to  fend 

<  you  or  lend  you  ;  and  cannot  help  re- 

*  peating  my  expreflions  of  fatpnie  at 
'  your  confidence    in  making  foch  a 

*  Itraage  and  unvTaitantcd  demand.   It 

*  is  true,  I  may  have  made  profefiiona- 

*  of  fnendfliip  while  I  Ioo4ced  upoa 

*  you  as  a  perfon  of  honoar  and  gix>d 

*  morals ;  but  now  that*  you  are  con- 

*  vi6:cd  of  fuch  a  flagrant  violation  of 
'  the  laws  of  that  kinffdonEV  where  yoa 

<  have  been  treated  with  fiidi  hofpita- 
*-  lity  and  refpeA,  I  think  myfelf  fully 

*  abiblved  from-  any  fuch  conditional 
^  pFomife,  which  indeed  is  never  inter* 
^  pre^  mto  any  other  than^bare  com-  • 

*  pliment.  I  am  forry  you-  have  in- 
^  volved  your  character  and  fortune  in 

<  fuch  a  difagreeable  afiair^  and  am, 

*  Sir^  yours,  Sec. 

*  TaaMPXKGTON* 


Ferdinand  was  not  fuch  a  novice  in 
the  world  as  to  be  difappointed  at  theie 
repulies;  efpecially  as  he  )iad  laid  verr 
little  ftrefs  upon  the  application,  wbica 
was  made  by  wiy  or  an  experimefit 
upon  the  gratitude  or  caprice  of  thofe 
tw'o  noblemen,  whom  he  had  at^ally 
more  than  once  obliged  with  the  fame 
fort  of  affitlance  which  he  now  IbHcited, 
though  not  to  fiich  a  confiderable  a- 
mount. 

Having  aothiqg  farther   to  eMA 
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&MB  the  faihionable  wtrld^  he  fent  the 
Tyrolcze  to  the  jperfon  who  had  beca 
bsuJ  for  hU  appearance,  wiih  full  in- 
Ibii^ioBS  to  explain  hi$  prefcnt  occafion 
IB  the  moft  favourable  light,  and  tie- 
life  he  would  reinforce  the  credit  of  the 
count  with  his  fecurity :  but  that  gen- 
tkmaii,  though  he  placed  the  moli  per- 
£eB.  confidence  on  the  honour  of  our 
kero^  and  would  have  willingly  entered 
into  bonds  again  for  his  perfonal  ap- 
pcannce,  was  not  quite  lb  well  (atisiied 
of  his  circumftances,  as  to  become  liable 
for  the  paynentof  two  thoufand  (lounds  j 
an  cxpenee  which,  in  his  opinion,  the 
finances  of  no  foreign  count  were  able 
to  defray :  he  therefore  lent  a  deaf  ear 
,to  the  moft  preiiing  remonftrances  of 
the ambaflador,  who  had  recourfe  to  ie- 
vera!  other  merchants  with  the  fame 
bad  fttccefs}  ib  that  the  prifoner,  de- 
ipatring  of  bail,  endeavoured  to  per- 
(aade  Katchkali,  that  it  would  be  his 
intereft  to  contribute  a  thoufand  pounds 
towards  hisdifcharge,  that  he  might  be 
enabled  to  quit  England  with  a  goad 
gnce,  and  execute  his  part  of  the  plan 
they  bad  proje^ed. 

So  powerful  was  his  eloquence  on 
the  occafion,  and  fuch  Arength  of  ar- 
gument did  he  ufe,  that  even  the  Ty- 
rolesefeemed  convinced,  though  reluc- 
tantly, and  agreed  to  advance  the  ne- 
ce(iary  fum  upon  the  bond  and  judg- 
noent  of  our  adventurer,  who  being  dif- 
abled'  from  tranfading  his  own  affaiis 
in  peribn,  was  obliged  to  intruft  Ratch- 
kali  with  his  keys,  papers,  and  power 
of  attorney,  under  the  check  and  in- 
lpe£lion  of  his  faithful  Maurice  and  the 
iolicitor,  whole  fidelity  he  befpoke  with 
the  pcomiie  of  an  ample  lecom  pence. 


CHAP,    in, 

THE  BlTEa  IS  BIT. 

YET,  he  had  no  fooner  committed 
bis  effe^s  to  the  care  of  this  tri- 
umrirate,  than  his  fancy  was  vifited 
with  direful  warnings,  which  produced 
cold  fweats  and  palpitations,  and  threw 
him  into  fuch  agonies  of  apprehcnfion 
as  he  had  never  known  before.  Here* 
nembered  the  former  dcfertion  of  Ihe 
Tyroleze,  the  recent  villainy  of  the  Io- 
licitor, and  rccolle6led  the  remarks  lie 
had  made  upon  the  difpoiltion  and  cba- 


ra£ler  of  his  valet,  which  evinced  him  * 
fit  companion  for  the  other  two. 

Alarmed  at  thefe  reflections,  he  in* 
treated  the  bailiflfto  indulge  him  with  a 
vifit  to  his  own  lodgings  j  and  even  of- 
fered one  hundred  guineas  as  a  gratificar 
tion  for  his  compliance.  But  the  of« 
ficer,  who  had  formerly  loft  a  confide* 
rable  fum  by  tlie  efcape  of  a  prifoner^ 
would  not  run  any  rilk  in  an  affair  of 
fuch  confequence,  and  our  hei'o  was 
obliged  to  Aibmit  to  the  tortures  of  hit 
own  prefaging  fears.  After  he  had 
waited  five  hours  in  the  moft  racking 
impatience,  he  faw  the  attornev  enter 
with  all  the  matks  of  hurry,  latigue, 
and  confternation,  and  heard  him  exr 
claim,  *  Good  God!  have  you  feen  the 

*  gentleman?' 

Fathom  found  his  fears  realized  In 
this  interrojratlon,  to  which  he  anfwered 
in  a  tune  ot  horror  and  difmay,  <  What 
'  gentleman  f  I  fuppofe  I  am  robbed* 

*  Speak  and  keep  me  no  longer  in  fuf« 

*  pence.'—*  Robbed  !'  cried  the  attor- 
ney, *  the  Lord  forbid  !  I  hope  you  can 

*  depend  upon  the  perfon  you  impowcr- 
Ved  to  receive  your  jewels  and  cafh* 
'  I  muft  own  his  proceedings  are  alit- 

*  tie  extraordinary!  for,  alter  he  had 

*  rummaged  your  fcritore,  from  which 

*  in  pre  fence  of  me  and  your  fervant, 

*  he  took  one  hundred  and  fifty  gui- 
'  neas,  a  parcel  of  diamond  rings  and 
'  buckles,  according  to  this  here  inven- 

*  tory,    which  I  wrote  with  my  own 

*  hiif\df   and  £a(t-India  bonds  to  the 

*  tune  of  five  hundred  more,  we  adr 
'  journed  to  Garraway's,  where  he  left 

*  me  alone,  under  pretence  of  going  tp 

*  a  broker  of  his  acquaintance  who  lived 

*  in  the  neighbourhood,  while  the  valet^ 
'  as  I  imagined,  waited  for  us  in  the 

*  alley.     WeH,  Sir,  he  ttayed  fo  long, 

*  that  I  began  to  be  uneafy,  and  at 

*  length  rclblved  to  fend  the  fervant  in 
'  q'!clt  of  him,  but  when  I  went  out 

*  for  that  pupofe,  deuce  a  feiTant  was 

*  to  be  found.     Though  I  in  perfon 

*  enquired  for  him,  at  every  alchoule 
«  within  half  a  mile  of  the  place.     I 

*  then  difpatched  no  lefs  than  five  ticket- 
«  porters  uf  on  the  fcent  after  them  j  and 

*  1  mylHf,  by  a  direction  from  the  bar- 
«  keeper,   went  to  Signior  Ratchkali's 

*  lodgings  J  where,  as   they   told   me, 

*  he  had  not  been  feen  fince  nine  o'clock 

*  in  the  moining.     Upon  this  intima- 

*  tion,  I  came  direflly  hjther,  to  give 

Pi  «  you 
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*  you  timely  notice,  that  yoo  may  w?th- 
'  out  delay  take  meafures  for  your  own 

•  fecuritv.     Thcbcft  thing  you  can  do, 

•  is  to  take  out  writs  for  apprehending 

*  him,  in  the  counties  of  Middlelex, 

*  Surry,  Kent,  and  Eflcz,  and  I  (hall 

•  put  them  in  the  hands  of  trufty  and 

•  diligent  officers,  who  will  foon  ferret 

*  him  out  of  his  lurking-place,  pro- 

<  vided  he  fculks  within  ten  miles  of 

♦  the  bills  of  mortality :  to  be  furc  the 
f  job  will  be  expenfivc  ^  and  ail  thefe 
«  runners  muft  be  paid  before-hand. 

*  But,   what  then?   the  defendant   is 

•  worth  powder,  and  if  we  can  once 

<  fecure  him.  Til  warrant  the  profccu- 

•  lion  will  quit  coft,» 

Fathom  w.i8  almoft  choaked  with 
concern  and  refentment  at  the  news  of 
this  mifchance,  fo  that  he  could  not  ut- 
ter one  word  until  this  narrative  was 
jSni/hed.  Nor  was  his  fuipicion  confin  - 
*d  totheTyrolcze  and  his  own  lac(juty  j 
lie  confideied  the  folicitor  as  their  ac 
complice  and  diicBor,  and  was  fo  much 
provoked  at  the  latter  part  of  his  ha- 
rangue, that  his  difcretion  feemed  to 
▼anffh,    and    collaring    the    attorney, 

•  Villain  1'  faid  he,  *  you  >ourfelf  have 

•  been  a  principal  a6io»  in  this  robbery  j' 
then  turning  to  the  by  ftanders,  *  and  I 

*  dcfirf,  in  the  king's  name,   that  he 

<  may   be  fecured    until   I   can    make 

•  oath  before  a  magi  (Irate,  in  fupport 
«  of  the  charge.     It*  you  refufc  your 

*  afii(Vance   in    detaining  him,    I   will 

*  make  immediate  application  to  one  of 

*  the  fecretaries  of  iKte,  who  is  my 
«  particular  fnend,  and  he  will  Ice  jui- 

*  tice  done  to  all  pirties/ 

At  mention  of  this  foimidable  name, 
the  bailiff  and  his  whok  family  wtre  in 
commotion,  to  obftruit  the  letieat  of 
the  lawyer,  who  Itcod  nj;hart,  and 
trembled  under  the  or^fp  of  o-.irrulvcn- 
tuier:  but,  foon  as  be  found  hiiultlf 
delivered  from  ihis  cmbrncf,  vy  the  in- 
terpofitlon  of  the  fpeelntors,  unci  c:i{- 
Icf^ed  his  fpirits,  which  ha  I  uetn  i'uJ- 
denly  diflipated  by  Fathom's  uncxp'.itt-d 
aflault,  he  began  to  difpiay  cnc  art  of 
his  occupation,  which  he  alwsys  rc- 
fcrvcd  for  extraordinary  occafions  j  this 
was  the  talent  of  abufe,  which  he  poured 
forth  with  fuch  fluency  of  opprobrious 
language,  that  our  hero,  fiuarting  as 
he  was,  and  almoft  defptrate  with  his 
Jofs,  deviated  from  that  temperance  of 
fithaviour  which  he  had  hitnerto  ps-e- 
i^trveil,  and  fnatching  up  the  p>ker^ 


wtth  one  ftroke  opened  a  deep  tmtd^ 
upon  the  attorney's  ikull,  that  e]iteiidc4 
from  the  hind  head,  almoft  to  the  up- 
per part  of  the  nofe,  upon  each  (ide  of 
which  it  difcharged  a  fanguine  ftream. 
Notwithftanding  the  pain  of  this  appli- 
cation, the  folicitor  was  tranfportedl 
with  joy  at  the  fenfe  of  the  fmart,  and 
inwardly  congratulated  himfelf  upon 
the  appearance  of  his  o.vn  blood,  which 
he  no  tooner  perceived,  than  he  exclaim- 
ed, <  I*m  a  dead  man  V  and  fell  upon 
the  floor  at  full  length. 

Immediate  recourfe  was  had  to  a  for* 
geon  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  having 
examined  the  wound,  declared  there 
was  a  dangerous  depreilton  of  the  firil 
table  of  the  flcull,  and  that  if  he  could 
fave  the  patient*s  life  without  the  appli- 
cation of  the  trepan,  it  would  be  one 
of  the  greateft  cures  that  ever  were  per- 
formed. By  this  time,  Fathom's  firft 
tranfpcrt  being  overblown,  he  fom- 
moned  up  his  whole  refoiution,  and  re- 
fle£led  upon  his  own  ruin,  with  that 
fortitude  which  had  never  failed  him  in 
the  emergencies  of  his  fate :  little  dif- 
turbed  at  the  prognoflick  of  the  furgeon, 
which  he  confidered  in  the  right  point 
otvicw:  <  Sir,'   faid  he,   •  lam  not 

*  fo  unacquainted  with  the  retidance  of 
'  an  attorney's  fkull,  as  to  believe  the 

*  charti!ement  I  have  heftowcd  on  him 
'  will  at  all  endanger  his  life,  which  is 

*  in  much  greater  jeopardy  from  the 

*  hands  of  the  common  executioner; 
'  for,  notwith (landing  this  accident,  t 

<  a»n  determined  to  profecute  the  ralHI 
•.  for  robbery,  with  the  vtmoll  fevcfity 

*  of  the  law ;  and  that  I  may  have  a 

*  fufHcient  fund  left  for  that  prolecu- 

<  ticn,  I  fhallnct  atpreient  throw  away 
'  one  fartlr.ng  in  unneccflary  expencr, 

*  bntinfift  upon  being  conveyed  to  pii- 

*  Ton  v/ithout  farther  delay.' 

This  dcCiaraticn  was  equally  unwel- 
come to  the  baili(F,  fur&eon,  and  Ibli- 
cJtor  J  who,  upon  the  Aippoi'ition  that 
the  count  was  a  perlbn  of  fortune, 
and  wuvild  rather  pait  with  an  immenfe 
fuiTi,  ihm  incur  the  ignominy  of  a 
gaol,  or  involve  himfelf  in  another  dif- 
giact-t'u!  law  fuit,  had  refulved  to  fleece 
hint  to  the  utmoi(  of  their  power.  But, 
now  the  attorney  finding  him  determin- 
ed to  fet  his  fate  at  defiance,  and  to 
retort  upon  him  a  pit>(ecution  which  he 
had  no  m'ind  to  undergo,  began  to  re- 
pent heartily  of  the  provocation  be  had 
given,  and  to  th^  iishoufly  on  fome 

msthoi^ 
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imetlKM)  to  orercoroe  the  obftinacy  of  the 
iocmM  foreigner.  With  this  view, 
while  the  bailiff  conduced  him  to  bed 
IB  another  apartment^  he  deiired  the 
catchpoie  to  a6^  the  part  of  mediator 
between  him  and  the  count,  and  fur- 
niflied  him  with  proper  in(tru£lions  for 
that  pnrpoie.  Accordingly ,  the  iand' 
lord  on  his  return,  told  Fathom  that 
he  was  fure  the  folicitor  was  not  a  man 
^  for  this  world  j  for  that  he  had  left  him 
deprived  of  his  ienfes,  and  praying  to 
God  with  great  devotion,  for  mercy  to 
his  nmirderert  he  then  exhorted  him 
with  many  proteftations  of  friendship, 
to  compromife  the  unliappy  affair  by 
exchanging  releaffs  with  the  attorney 
before  his  delirium  (hould  be  known, 
otherwife  he  would  bring  himfelf  into 
a  moft  dangerous  premunire,  whether 
the  plaintiff  (houtd  die  of  his  wound, 
or  live  to  profccute  him  for  the  aflaulr. 

*  And  with  regard  to  your  charge  of 

*  robbery  againft  him,*  iaid  he,  *  as  it 

*  is  no  more  than  a  bare  fufpicion,  un- 

*  fupported  bv  the  leaft  Aiadow  of  evi- 

*  dence,  the  bill  would  be  thrown  out, 

*  and  then  he  might  fue  you  for  da- 
<  mages.      I  therefore,    out  of   pure 

*  friendfliip  and  good  nature,  advift 
'  you  to  compromife  the  affair,  and  if 

*  you  think  proper,  will  endeavour  to 

*  bring  about  a  mutual  relesUe.* 

Our  hero,  whofc  paflion  was  by  this 
time  pretty  well  cooled,  faw  xeafon  for 
affenting  to  the  propolal  j  upon  which 
the  deed  was  immediately  executed,  the 
mediator's  bill  was  difcharged,  and  Fer- 
dinand conveyed  in  a  hackney-coach  to 
prifon,  after  he  had  impowered  his  own 
landlord  to  difcharge  nis  fervants,  and 
convert  his  effe^s  into  ready -money. 
Thus  he  faw  himfelf,  in  the  courfe  of 
a  few  hours,  deprived  of  his  reputation, 
rank,  liberty,  and  friends  j  and  his  for- 
tune reduced  from  two  thoufand  pounds^ 
to  ibmething  lefs  than  two  hundred,  fifty 
of  which  he  bad  carried  to  gaol  in  his 
pocket. 


CHAP.    IV. 

pUR  ADVENTURER  IS  MADE  AC- 
<^AINTED  WITH  A  NEW  SCENE 
OF  LIFE. 

JUST  as  he  entered  thefe  manfions 
of  miiery,  his  ears  were  invaded 
with  an  hoarfe  and  dreadful  voice,  ex- 
fhuroing»  <  You,  fiefs  Beetle,  fcorc  a 


<  couple  of  frefh  cg{;s,  a  pennywortlt 

*  of  butter,  and  halt  a  pint  of  moan* 

<  tain  to  the  king,  and  ftop  credit  till 

*  the  bill  is  paid;  he  is  now  debtor  for 

*  fifteen  (hillings  and  iixpeoce,  and danm 
'  me  ir  I  trutt  him  one  farthing  morc^ 
'  if  he  was  the  beft  king  in  Cnriften- 

*  dom :  and  d*ye  hear,  fend  Ragged* 

*  head  with  five  pounds  of  potatoes  for 

*  Major Macleaver's  fupper,  and  let  him 

*  have  what  drink  he  v^ants  j  the  fat 

*  widow  gentlewoman  from  Pimlico 
'  has  promiled  to  quit  his  fcore.    Sir 

*  Mungo   fiarebones   may  have  fome 

*  hafty-puddingandfmall- beer,  though 

*  I  don*t  expeft  to  fee  his  coin,  no  more 

*  than  to  receive  the  eighteen  pence  I 
'  laid  out  for  a  pair  of  breeches  to  hia 

<  backfide.     What  then  ?  he's  a  quiet ' 

*  fort  of  a  body,  and  a  great  fcholar^ 

*  and  it  ^as  a  fcandal  to  the  place,  to 

*  fee  htm  going  about  in  that  naked 

*  condition :  as  for  the  mad  Frenchman 

*  with  the  beard,  if  you  give  him  lb 

*  much  as  a  cbeefe-paring,  vou  b— <h, 

*  ril  fend  you  back  to  the  hole  among 
«  your  old  companions;  an  impudent 

*  dog !  ril  teach  him  to  draw  his  fword 
'  upon  the  governor  of  an  Engiiih 
'  prifon.     What !  I  fuppofe  he  thought 

<  lie  had  to  do  with  a  French  hang- 

*  tang-dang,  rabbit  him !  he  /haU  eat 

*  his  white  feather  before  I  give   him 

*  credit  for  a  morfel  of  bread.* 
Although  our  adventurer  was  very 

little  difpoied,  at  this  jun£lure,  to  make 
obfervations  foreign  to  his  own  affairs^ 
he  could  not  help  taking  notice  of  theiib 
extraordinary  injunflions  j  efpecially 
thofe  concerning  the  perfon  who  was 
intitled  king,  wnom,  however,  he  fup- 
pofed  to  be  fome  prifoner  elected  as  the 
magirtrate  by  the  joint  fuffrage  of  hia 
fellows.  Having  taken  poHeiilon  of 
.his  chamber,  which  he  rented  at  five 
fhiliings  a  week,  and  being  ill  ateafein 
his  own  thoughts,  he  forthwith  fecured 
his  door,  undrcfTed,  and  went  to  bed;  in 
which,  though  it  was  none  of  the  moft 
elegant  or  inviting  couches,  he  enjoyed 
profound  repofe  after  the  accumulated 
fatigues  and  mortihcations  of  the  day. 
Next  morning,  after  breakfaft,  the 
keeper  entered  his  apartment,  and  gave 
him  to  underftand,  that  the  gentlemen 
under  his  care,  having  heard  of  the 
count^s  arrival,  had  deputed  one  of 
their  number  to  wait  upon  him  with  the 
compliments  of  condolance,  fuitable  to 
the  qccafiQii^  and  invite  him  to  become 
a  member 
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a  member  of  their  focicty.  Our  hero 
could  not  |>o)itely  difpenfe  with  this  in* 
isAoe  of  civiiityy  and  their  arobalbdor 
being  infttntly  introduced  bv  the  name 
of  Captain  Minikin,  fainted  faim  with 
great  lolemnity. 

Thit  wae  a  perfon  equally  remark- 
able for  hit  extraordinary  figure  and  ad- 
drefftj  his  age  fcemed  to  border  upon 
forty )  his  ftature  amounted  to  five  feet; 
Ikia  vifagf  was  long,  meagre»  and  wea- 
ther-beaten I  and  hts  afpeft,  though  not 
quite  rueful,  eziiibited  a  certain  for- 
mality, which  was  the  refult  of  care 
and  confcious  importance.  He  was 
very  little  encumbered  with  flefh  and 
blood ;  yet,  what  body  he  had,  was 
«r«U-proportioned,  his  limbs  were  ele- 
gantly turned,  and  by  his  carriage  he  was 
well  intitled  to  that  compliment  which 
wt  pay  to  any  perfon,  when  we  fay  he 
has  very  much  the  air  of  a  gentleman. 
Tbere  was  al fo  an  evident  Angularity  in 
kis  drefs,  which,  though  intended  as 
an  improvement,  appealed  to  be  an  ex^ 
Iravagant  exaggei-ation  of  the  mode, 
and  at  once  evinced  him  an  original  to 
the  difcemtne  eyes  of  our  adventurer, 
who  received  hkn  with  his  uAial  com- 
plaifance,  and  made  a  very  eloquent 
acknowledgment  of  the  honour  and 
latisfa^on  he  received  from  thctvifttof 
the  reprefcntative,  and  the  hofpitality 
of  his  conftituents.  The  captain*s  pe- 
culiarities were  not  confined  to  his  ex- 
ternal appearance]  for  his  voice  itfem* 
liled  the  (bund  of  a  baflbon,  or  the  ag- 
cregate  hum  of  a  whole  bte-hive  j  and 
his  dtfcourfe  was  almolt  nothing  elfe 
than  a  fcries  of  quotations  from  the 
Englifh  poets,  interlard<:d  with  French 
^rafes,  which  he  retained  for  their 
ii^nilicance,  on  the  recommendation  of 
his  friends,  being  him felf  unacquainted 
with  that  or  any  other  outlandifh  tongue. 

Fathom  finding  this  gentleman  of  a 
very  communicative  difpofition,  thought 
he  could  not  have  a  fairer  opportunity 
of  learning  the  hiftory  of  his  fellow- 
pcifoners ;  and  turning  the  converfation 
on  that  fubje£^,  was  not  difappointed 
in  his  expe61;ation.  *  I  don't  doubt, 
<  Sir,*  laid  he«  with  the  utmoft  Iblemnity 
of  declamation,   *  but  you  kiok  with 

*  horror  upon  every  obje6l  that  fur- 
'  rounds   you    in  this  uncomfortable 

*  place  J  but  neverthclers  here  are  ibme, 
«  who,  as  mv  friend  Shakclpeare  has  it, 
V  have  fecn  better  days,  and  have  with 
•<  holy  btll  been  knolled  to  church  i  and 


<«  fat  at  good  mea*e  fctftt»  and  i 

<'  their  eyes  of  drops  that  faciad  ptty- 

**  hath  engtadeted/*  Youmaftknow^ 

<  Sir,  that  exclufive  of  the  taamik  or 

<  the  profmnmm  vmfgtUf   at  thay  ave 

*  ftiled  by  Horace,   there  are  Derenl 

*  fmali  communities  in  the  pri^  con^ 

*  fitting  of  people  who  are  attra&d  by 

*  the  manners  and  difpofitioas  of  each 

<  other :  for  this  place,  Sir»  ia  quite  a 

*  microcoiin»  and  aa  the  great  v»orUU 

<  fo  is  this  a  **  Aage,  aad  all  the  vam 
"  and  women  merely  payers.**  For  my 

*  own  part.  Sir,  I  have  alwaye  nnde  k 

*  a  maaim  to  aifociatc  with  the  belk 

*  company  I  can  find  s  aot  that  I  pia> 

*  tend  to  boaft  of  ray  family  or  extiac» 
'  tioa ;  becaufe  you  know,  aa  the  poet 
'  fays,  vi:i  ea  mjfra  tne».    Mj  i^ 

*  ther,  'tis  true,  was  a  man  that  piaaed 

<  hiro&if  upon  his  pedigreei  as  well  aa 
'  upon  his  politefie  and  perfonal  merit; 

*  for  he  had  been  a  very  old  officer  ia 

*  the  army^  and  i  my  felf  may  (ay  i 
'  was  born  with  a  fpontoon  in  my  haad. 

*  Sir,  I  have  had  the  honour  to  iJerw 

*  his  majefly  thefe  twenty  yeara»  and 

*  have  been  bandied  about  in  the  courfe 

*  of  duty,  through  ail  the  BritiAi  plan* 

*  tatiotis,  and  you  fee  the  recompenca 

<  of  all  my  fervice.    But  this  is  a  dif- 

*  agreeable  fubjefi,  and  therefore  I  ihall 
'  wave  it :  hbwever»  as  Butler  obierves, 

<<  Mjr  only  comfort  it,  that  new 
«•   My  dubbolt  fortune  itfo  low» 
«t  Thac  cither  it  muft  qaickly  ei»i» 
<<  Or  turn  about  again  aeO  mead." 

'And  now  to  return  firom  this  di* 
greifion,  you  will  perhaps  be  fur* 
prized  to  hear  that  the  head  or  chair* 
man  of  our  club  is  realhr  a  fbvereigii 
prince.  No  left,  TU  aiCure  you,  thaa 
the  celebrated  Theodore,  King  of 
Corfica,  who  lies  in  prifon  for  a  debt 
of  a  few  hundred  pouiKls.  Hemi 
quanium  mutatus  ab  iih*  It  is  not 
my  bufniefs  to  cenfure  the  condaft  of 
m^  fuperiors  j  but  I  always  fpeak  my 
mmd  in  a  cavalier  manner,  and  as» 
according  to  the  Speflator,  talking 
to  a  friend  is  ho  more  than  thinktne 
aloud,  entre  nottj,  his  Corfican  ma* 
jelly  has  been  fcurvily  treated  by  a 
cenain  admiuiftration :  be  that  as  it 
will,  he  is  a  perfoaage  of  a  very  port* 
ly  appearance,  and  is  quite  mafter  of 
the  hienfiance^  Bcfides,  they  will 
find  it  theii  ii^tenil.  to  have  recouria 
*  agaia 
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^  agaiA  to'litt  alliance;  and  in  that  cafe 
'  fome  of  IK  may  expdS^  to  profit  by  hit 
reftoration:  but  few  wordt  are  beft. 
^  He  that  maintain*  the  fecond  rank 
in  onr  aflembly,  is  one  Major  Mac- 
hraver,  an  Iriifa  ^ntleman,  who  hat 
ferwd  abroad :  a  fbldier  of  fortunci 
Sit,  a  man  of  tinqueftionabie  honour 
and  cooragei  but  a  little  over-bear- 
ing, in  confequence  of  his  knowled{;c 
ami  experience.  He  ts  a  perfon  ot  a 
good  addrefs,  to  be  fu re,  and  quite  fret 
of  the  mjun/aifi  banU}  and  he  may 
have  feen  a  good  deal  of  fervice :  but 
what  then ;  other  people  may  be  at 
good  at  he,  though  they  have  not  had 
Rjch  opportunities.  If  fee  fpeaks  five 
or  £x  faneuagety  he  does  not  pretend 
to  anv  tafte  in  the  liberal  arts,  which 
are  trie  criterion  of  an  acompitfhed 

fmtleman.  The  next  is  Sir  Mungo 
arebones,  the  reprefentative  of  ave- 
iy  ancient  family  in  the  North ;  his 
affairs  are  very  much  derangte,  but 
he  is  a  gentleman  of  matprobitv  and 
learning,  and  at  preient  engagea  in  a 
very  grand  fcheme,  which,  if  he  can 
bring  it  to  bear,  will  render  him  fa- 
mous to  all  pofteritv :  no  lefs  than  the 
converiion  of  the  Jews  and  the  Gen- 
tiles. The  proje£^,  I  own,  looks  chi- 
merical to  one  who  has  not  converfed 
with  the  author ;  but,  in  my  opinion, 
he  has  clearly  demoaftrated,  from  an 
anagrammatical  analyfis  of  a  certain 
Hebrew  word,  that  his  prefent  ma- 
jefty,  whom  God  prelerve!  is  the  per- 
Ion  pointed  at  in  Scripture  as  the  tem- 
poral Meiliah  of  the  Tews  y  and  if  lie 
could  once  raife  by  nibfcription  fuch 
a  triiing  fnm  as  twelve  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds,  I  make  no  doubt  but 
he  would  accomplifh  his  aim,  vaft  and 
romantick  as  it  feems  to  be. 
<  Befides  thefe,  wehave  another  meflT- 
mate,  who  is  a  French  chevalier,  an 
odd  tort  of  a  man,  a  kind  of  Lazarillo 
De  Tormes,  a  caricatura ;  he  wears 
a  long  beard,  pretends  to  be  a  great 
poet,  and  makes  a  damned  fracas 
with  his  verfes.  The  king  has  been 
obliged  to  exert  his  authority  over 
him  more  than  once,  by  ordering  him 
into  cto£:  confinement,  for  which  be 
was  fb  ra(h  as  to  fend  his  majefly  a 
challenge)  but  he  afteiwards  made 
his  fubmiffion,  and  was  again  taken 
into  favour:  the  truth  is,  I  believe 
lus  brain  it  a  little  difordered;  and  he 


'  being  a  (Iranger,  we  overlook  his  ex* 

*  travagancies. 

*  Sir,  we  fhall  think  ourielvts  hapfpf 

*  in  your  accefiion  to  our  focicty  s  yoii 
'  will  be  under  no  fort  of  reftratnt }  for* 

<  though  we  dine  at  one  table,  every 
'  individual  calls  ami  pays  for  his  owis 
'  meis.  Ourconverfatton,  fuch  as  it  is, 

*  will  not,  I  hope,  be  difagreeable  $  and 

<  though  we  have  not  opportunities  of 

*  breathing  the  pure  Arcadian  air,  and 

*  cannot  *<  under  the  (hade  of  nwlan- 
**  choly  boughs,  lofe  and  negleft  dw 
**  creeping  hours  of  time,"  wemayen« 

*  joy  ourlelves  over  a  glafs  of  punck 

*  or  a  difh  of  tea  i  nor  are  we  denitate 

*  of  friends,  whovifit  us  in  thefe  fhadea 
'of  diftrefs.    The  ma)or  has  a  sumo* 

*  rous  acquaintance  of  both  fexesj  a- 

*  mong  others,  a  firft-coufm  of  good 

*  fortune,  who,  wkh  her    daughters* 

*  often  chear  our  folitude :  (he  is  a 
^  verv  fenfible  lady- like  gentlewoman | 

<  ana  the  young  ladies  have  a  certai* 
'  ^g^gi*  air,  that  plainly  fhews  they 

*  have  feen  the  be(t    company.    Be- 

<  fides,  I  will   venture  to  recommend 

*  Mrs'.  Minikin,  as  a  woman  of  toie<- 

*  rable  breeding  and  capacity)  who,  I 
'  hope,  will  not  be  found  altogether  de* 

*  ficient  Jn  the  acconrplifhrnents  of  the 
■  (ex.    So  that  we  find  means  to  make 

*  little  parties,  in  which  the  time  glides 

*  away  mfenfibly.  Then  I  have  a  imall 
'  col  legion  of  books,  which  are  at  your 

<  fervice.  You  may  amufe  yburfelf 
*■  with  Shakefpeare,  or  Milton,  or  Don 

<  Quixote,  or  any  of  our  modem  au- 

*  thors  that  are  worth  reading;  fuch 
'  as  the  Adventures  of  Loveill,  Lady 

*  Frail,  George  Edwards,  JoeThomp- 

*  fbn,  6ampf>lde  MoreCarew,  Young 
'  Scarron,  and  Mifs  Betfy  Thought- 

<  lefs  :  and  if  you  have  a  tarte  for  draw- 

*  iag,  I  can  entertain  you  with  a  par- 
'  cei  of  prints  by  the  beft  maftert.* 

A  man  of  our  heroes  poli tenets,  could 
not  help  exprefling  him  (elf  in  the  warm- 
eil  terms  or  graittiKle  tor  this  courteous 
declararion.  He  thanked  the  captain  \w 
particular  for  his  obliging  offers,  ami 
begged  he  would  be  {o  good  as  to  pre- 
fent  his  rcfpcfts  to  the  focicty,  of  which 
he  longed  to  be  a  member.  It  was  de- 
termined»therefore,  that  Minikin  fhould 
return  in  an  hour,  when  the  count  would 
be  drefl'ed,  in  order  to  conduct  him  into 
the  prefence  of  his  majefty  ;  and  he  had 
already  uken  his  leave  for  the  preient 

when 
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iirhenall  of  a  fudden  he  came  back,  and 
taking  hold  of  a  waiftcoat  that  lay  up - 
OA  a  chair,  *  Sir,*  faid  be,  '  give  nie 

*  leave  to  look  at  that  fringe  i  I  think 

*  it  is  the  moft  elegant  knitting  I  ever 

*  Taw!     But  pray,   Sir,  are  not  thefe 

*  quite  out  of  fafhion  :  I  thought  plain 

*  filk,  Tuch  as   this  that  I   wear,  had 

*  been  the  mode  j  with  the  pockets  vciy 

*  low.*  fiefore  Fathom  had  time  to 
make  any  fort  of  reply,  he  took  notice 
of  his  hat  and  pumps  3  the  iirfi  of  which 
he  faid  was  too  narrow  in  the  brims, 
and  the  laft  an  inch  too  low  in  the  heelsi 
indeed,  they  formed  a  remarkable  con- 
trail with  his  own  ;  for,  exclufive  of  the 
faihion  of  tlie  cock,  which  rcfembled 
the  form  of  a  Roman  galley,  the  brim 
•f  hi>  hat,  if  properly  fpread,  would 
bave  proje6led  a  Hiade  fumcicnt  to  iheK 
ter  a  whole  Ale  of  roufqueteers  from  the 
heat  of  a  fummer's  fun  ^  and  the  heels 
of  hi&  Aijoes  were  fo  high,  as  to  raife  his 
feet  three  inches  at  Icall  from  the  fur- 
f^ce  of  the  earth. 

Having  made  thefe  obfervations  •  for 
the  credit  of  his  ufte,  he  retired  j  and 
leturniiig  at  the  time  appointed,  accom- 
panied  Ferdinand  to  the  apanment  of 
the  king,  at  the  doors  of  which  their  ears 
were  invaded  with  a  ftrange  found,  be- 
ing that  of  a  human  voice  imitating  the 
Roife  of  a  drum.  The  captain  hearing 
this  alarm,  made  a  full  ftop,  and  giv« 
ing  the  count  to  under  (land  that  his  ma- 
iefty  w::s  bufy,  begged  he  would  not 
take  it  amifs,  if  the  introduction  iliould 
be  delayed  for  a  few  moments.  Fa- 
thom, curious  to  know  the  meaning  of 
what  he  had  heard,  applied  to  his  guide 
for  information,  and  learned  that  the 
king  and  the  major,  whom  be  had  no- 
minated to  the  pod  of  his  general  in 
chief,  were  empSoyed  in  landing  troo)>s 
upon  the  Gcnoeie  territory ;  tliat  is, 
they  were  fettling  befoic  hand  the  tnan- 
ner  of  their  difembaikation. 

He  then,  by  the  direction  of  his  con- 
du£lor,  reconnoitred  them  through  the 
key-hole,  and  perceived  the  fovereign 
and  his  miniller  fitting  on  oppofite  fides 
of  a  deaUboard  table,  covered  with  a 
large  chaitor  map,  upon  which  he  faw 
a  great  number  of  mulfel  and  oyfter- 
ihells,  ranged  in  a  certain  order,  and  at 
a  little  diftance  fevcral  i-egular  Iquares 
and  columns  made  of  cards  cut  in  fmall 
pieces.  The  prince  himfelf,  wbofe  eyes 
were  reinforced  by  fpeftaclcs,  furveycd 
thi%  armament  will  J  -icat  attcriiion,  while 


the  genera]  put  the  whole  in  a£Uon»aiiA 
condu£led  their  motions  by  beat  of  drum* 
The  mufde- (hells,  according  to  Mini'* 
kin's  explanation,  reprefented  the  traDf- 
ports,  the  oyfier-Qiclls  were  confidcnd 
as  the  men  of  war  that  covered  the 
troops  in  landings  and  the  pieces  of  card 
exhibited  the  dinerent  bodies  into  which 
the  army  was  formed  upon  it*f  diAai'^ 
barkation* 

As  an  affair  of  fuch  confequence  could 
not  be  ti-anfa^ked  without  opp^tiooy 
they  had  provided  divers  amoufcades, 
con  filling  of  the  enemy,  whom  they  re- 
prefented by  grey-peafej  and  accords 
mgly.  General  Macleaver  perceiving  the 
faid  grey-peafe  marching  along  Quite, 
to  attack  his  forces  before  they  could  be 
drawn  up  in  battalia,  thus  addnefled 
himfelf  to  the  oyfler-ihells  in  an  audi« 
b!e  voice :  *  Vou  men  of  war  I  doii*t  yo« 

*  fee  the  front  of  the  enemy  advancing, 
<  and  the  reft  of  the  detachment  follow. 

*  ing  out  of  fight  ?  Airah  I  the  devil 
'  burn  you,  why  don*t  you  come  afiiore 

*  and  open  your  batteries  V  So  iaying, 
he  pufhed  the  (hells  towards  the  breach, 
peribrmed  the  cannonading  with  his 
voice ;  the  grey-rpeafe  were  loon  put  in 
confuiion,  the  general  was  beat,  the 
cards  marched  forwards  in  order  of 
battle  J  and  the  enemy  having  retreated 
with  great  precipitation,  they  took  pof- 
frfTion  of  their  ground  without  fanher. 
difficulty. 


C  H  A  P.    V» 

HE  CONTEMPLATES  MAJESTY  ANB 
IT*S  SATELLITES  IN  ECLIPSE. 

THIS  expedition  being  happily  iU 
nifhed,  General  Macleaver  put  the 
whole  army,  navy,  tranfports,  and  foene 
of  a6lion,  into  a  canvas  bag},  the  prince 
unfaddled  hisnofe,  and  Captain  Mini- 
kin  being  admitted,  our  hero  was  in* 
troduced  in  form.  Very  gracious  was 
the 'reception  he  met  with  from  his  ma- 
jefty ;  who,  with  a  moft  princely  de- 
meanour, welcomed  him  to  court,  and 
even  feated  him  on  his  right-hand,  ie 
token  of  particular  rgard.  True  it  is, 
this  prefence- chamber  was  not  fo  fuperb, 
nor  the  appearance  of  the  king  fo  mag* 
nifkent,  as  to  render  fuch  an  honour  in- 
toxicating to  any  perfou  of  our  hero*4 
coolnefs  and  dilcredon  :  in  lieu  of  ta- 
peltry,  the  apartment  was   hung  with 

half. 
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balfpctiYty  ballads ;  a  truclc!c-b«!  with- 
dot  curtains,  fupplietl  the  plact  of  a  ca- 
nopy; and,  inftead  of  a  crown,  his 
majefty  wore  a  woollen  night-cap.  Yet, 
in  rpitc  of  thele  difad vantages,  theie 
.  sraa  aft  air  of  dignity  in  his  deportment, 
and  a  nice  phyiiognomift  would  have 
perceived  fomething  inajeiiick  in  the  fea- 
tures of  his  countenance* 

He  was  certainly  a  perfonage  of  a 
very  prepoflefling  mien ;  his  manners 
were  engaging,  his  converfation  agree- 
able, and  any  man  whofe  heart  was 
fubjcfl  to  the  meltings  ofliumanity, 
would  have  deplored  his  diftrefs  and 
looked  up'^n  him  as  a  mo((  pathetick 
inftance  of  that  miferahle  rcverfe  to 
which  all  human  grandeur  is  expofcd. 
His  fall  was  even  create r  than  that  of 
Belifarius;  who,  nfter  having  obtained 
many  glorious  viftories  over  the  ene- 
mies ot  his  country,  rs  faid  to  have  been 
fedaced  to  fuch  extremity  of  indigence, 
that  in  his  old  age,  when  he  was  de- 
prived of  his  cye-figh%  he  fat  upon  the 
highway  like  a  common  mendicant,  im- 
ploring the  charity  of  paffcngers,  in  the 
piteous  exclamation  of «  DateobolamBe- 

*  lifcrh.,''  that  is,   *  Sparc  a  farthing  to 

*  your  poor  old  foldier  Bdifarius.'  I 
fay,  this  general's  dii'gracc  was  not  fo 
remark  able  as  that  of  Theotlore,  becaufe 
he  was  the  fcrvant  of  Joftinian,  Confe- 
qiiently  bis  fortune  depcmled  upon  the 
nod  ot  that^mperor ;  whertas  the  other 
aftually  poflefled  t'^e  throne  of  fovc- 
reignty  by  thcbeflof  all  titles,  namely, 
tlie  unanimous  eieftion  of  the  people 
over  whom  he  reigned ;  and  attra^cd 
(he  eyes  of  all  Europe,  by  the  efforts  he 
fhidein  breaking  the  bands  of  oppref- 
iion,  and  vindicating  that  liberty  which 
is  the  biith -light  of  man. 

The  Engli(h  of  former  days,  alike 
rmowned  for  generulity  and  valour, 
heated  thofe  holtile  princes  whofe  file 
ir  was  to  wear  their  chains,  with  fuch 
dc^eacy  of  benevolence,  as  even  dif- 
p?Iled  the  horrors  of  captivity ;  but 
ihcir  polferity  of  this  refined  age,  ftrcl 
no  compunction  at  feeing  an  unfor- 
tunate monnich,  their  former  friend, 
ally,  ind  riaitiaan,  langtiith  amidft  the 
mileries  bf  a  loathfbmc  gnol,  for  a  pnl- 
try  dfcbt  can  traced  in  their  own  fcr^ice. 
Bur  mdraliriing  tpart  \  our  l/ero  hid  not 
long  cohverfed  with  riiis  c«naordinaty 
l!cbtt>r;  wiJo  Hi  bis  prefent  condition  af- 
fittHol  Ho  otW  title  thair  that  of  Baron;- 
tbuii  he  pfcrcdttd  iii  him  a  fpiht  of 


Quixotifm,  whtch'all  hit  experience,  to* 
gether  with  the  viciflitudes  of  his  for- 
tune, had  not  been  able  to  overcome ; 
not  th^^  his  ideas  foared  to  fuch  a  pitch 
bf  extravagant  hope  as  that  which  tpok 
pofle/fion  of  his  meffmnt<s,  who  fre« 
quently  quarrelled  one  with  another 
about  the  degrees  of  favour  to  which 
they  fhould  be  intitled  after  the  king'i 
reftoration  5  but  he  firmly  believed  that 
affairs  \tould  fpeeJily  take  fuch  a  turn 
in  Tt  ily,  at  would  point  out  to  the  Bn- 
glifli  court  the  expediency  of  employing 
him  again ;  and  this  perfuafion  feemed 
to  fupport  him  n^ainfr  every  fpeciot  ot" 
poveity  and  mortification. 

While  they  were  bufy  iii  tri miming 
the  balance  of  power  on  the  other  fide  oT 
the  Alps,  their  deliberations  were  in- 
terrupted by  the  arrival  of  a  fcuUlorf; 
who  came  to  receive  their  orders  touch- 
ing the  bill  of  fare  for  dinner;  and  h'S 
majeily  found  ibnch  more  difficulty  irt 
fettling  this  important  concern,  than  in 
compromhfing  a!)  the  differences  betweeri 
the  emperor  and  the  Queen  of  Spain: 
At  lengih,  however,  General  Maclca- 
ver  undertook  the  office  of  purveyor  for 
his  prince :  Captain  Minikia  infilled 
upon  treating  the  count  j  and  in  a  little 
time  the  table  was  covered  witli  a  cloth, 
which,  for  the  f«ke  of  my  delicate  read- 
ers, I  fliall  not  attempt  to  defcribe. 

At  this  period  they  were  joined  by  Sir 
Mungo  Barebones  j  who  having  found 
mcms  to  purchafe  a  coitple  of  mUttoii 
chops,  had  cooked  a  mefs  of  bioth^ 
which  he  now  brought  in  a  faucepan  to 
the  general  rendezvous.  -This  was  the 
moft  remarkable  ohjift  which  had  hi- 
therto prcfented  itielf  to  the  eyes  of  Fa- 
thom :  bc:ng  naturally  of  a  meagre  ha- 
bit, he  WAS  by  inillgencc  and  hard  lludy 
wore  almoft  to  the  bone,  and  fo  bchdcvi 
towards  the  enrth,  th:i?  in  walking,  his 
body  delciiSed  at  !ea!l  150  degrees  of  a 
circle*  The  want  of  ftockingi  and  ihoii 
he  fupplied  with  a  jockey  ftrait  boot 
ind  a  h'.lf  jack.  His  thighs  and  mid- 
dle were  coifed  in  a  monftrous  paif  of 
brown  trunk  breeches,  which  the  keeper 
bought  for  his  ufe  from  the  executor  of 
a  Dutch  fcamnn,  wlio  had  lately  died 
in  the  gaol :  his  /liiit  retained  no  figns 
of  il''s  original  colour;^  his  body  was 
flirouded  in  in  Wd  greafy  tattered  plaid 
m'ght-gDwiij  d  blue  and  white  hand* 
kerchief  furronrtded  bis  head  5  and  his 
Iboks  betokened  that  imtnenfe  load  olf' 
care  which  he  had  voluntarily  incurred 
Q^  for 
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for  the  etffttal  fslvatkm  of  finncn.  Yet 
tbii  fipire,  uncouth  aft  it  wet,  onade  bift 
compliments  to  our  adventurer  in  terms 
of  the  moft  elegant  addrefii  and  in  the 
eoui Te  of  converfation  difdofed  k  giieat 
fund  of  valuable  knowledee.    He  bad 
appeared  in  the  sreat  world,  and  bot^e 
divert  oAcet  of  dignitjt  and  tnift  with 
univerial  applao(e  i  hit  courage  wat  un- 
.doubtedy  hif-  morals  were  unimpeacheds 
and  hit  perfon  held  in  great  veneration 
andefteem^  when » his  evil  seniut  en- 
gazed  him  (in  the  iludv  of  Hebrew, 
and  the  myfteriet  of  the  Jcwilfa  religioiTy 
which  fairly  difordered  hit  brain,  and 
rendered  him  incapable  of  managing  hit 
temporal  aff&irt.    When  he  ou^bt  to 
have  been  employed  in  the  fun^ons  of 
bit  pOft»  he  wat  alwavt  rapt  in  vifion^ 
arv  conferencet    with  Mo(et  on   the 
Mount  s  rather  than  regulate  the  ceco- 
nomy  of  hit  boulholdf  he  chofe  to  ex- 
ert hit  endeavourt  in  fettling  the  pre- 
cift  meaning  of  the  word  Ebbtmi  and 
having  difcovercd  that  now  the  period 
wat  come,  when  the  Jews  and  Gentiles 
would  be  converted,  he  poilponed  every 
other  condderation,  in  order  to  fKiiitate 
that  great  and  glorious  event. 

By  thit  time,  Ferdinand  bad  feen 
every  member  of  the  club,  except  the 
French  chevalier,  who  feemed  to  be 
quite  negle6^ed  by  the  fociety  {  for  hit 
name  wat  not  once  mentioned  during 
thit  communication » and  they  (at  down 
to  dinner  without  alkii^  whether  he  wat 
dead  or  alive.  The  kuig  regaled  him- 
ielf  with  a  plate  of  ox- cheek  f  the  ma- 
ior»  who  complained  that  hit  appetite 
bad  forfaken  him,  amnfed  himfelf  with 
fome  foity  hard  eggt,  malaxed  with  iklt 
butter)  the  knight  indulged  upon  bit 
foup  and  bouille,  and  the  cs^in  en- 
tertained our  adventurer  with  a  neck  of 
veal  roafted,  with  potatoet )  but  before 
Fathom  could  make  «(e  of  bit  knife 


itfuCe  lum  credit  for  a  few  iwrrffaryiir,  , 
until  he  could  have  a  remittance  front 
hit  ftewavd  in  France  $  he  therefore  con- 
jured Count  Fathom,  at  a  ftranecr  and 
nobleman  like  himfelf^  to  be  the  nieC* 
ienger  of  deiiance,  which  he  reiblved  to 
fend  to  that  brutal  gaoler,  that  foe  tUe 
futore  he  might  learn  to  make  proper 
diftinAions  in  the  exenile  of  his  fnnc* 
lion. 

Fathoiii,  who  had  no  inclination  to 
oilend  this  cholerick  Frenchman,  aflured 
him  that  he  nu^ht  depend  upon  hia 
friendihipi  and,  in  the  mean  time,  pts- 
vailed  upon  htm  to  accept  of  a  fmall 
fupply;  in  confecpience  of  which,  he 
procured  a  pound  of  fau£iget«  and  join- 
ed the  reft  of  the  company  without  de« 
lay  (  making  a  very  fuitable  addition  to 
fuch  an  aifemblage  of  rarities.  Thoug^ 
bit  agevdid  not  exceed  thirtj^  years,  his 
beard,  which  wat  of  a  brindled  hoe, 
flowed  down,  like  Aaron's,  to  bit  mid- 
dle :  upon  hit  Icgt  he  wore  red  ftock- 
ingt  rolled  up  over  the  joint  of  the  knee; 
hit  breechet  were  of  blue  drab  with  vel- 
lum button*holet,  and  gartert  of  gold- 
lace;  bit  waiftcoat  of  fcarlet»  bit  coat  of 
nifty  black  cloth,  hit- hair  twifted  into  a 
Ramellie  bung  down  to  bit  rump,  of  the 
colour  of  jet,  and  bis  hat  was  adorned 
with  a  white  feather. 

Thit  origrna>  had  formed  many  iiw 
gpeaious  fchemes  to  increafe  the  ^lory  and 
grandeur  of  France,  but  wat  difcou* 
raged  by  Cardinal  Fleurjr  i  who,  in  ail 
appearance,  jealoot  of  hit  great  talents, 
not  only  rejeebd  h^%  project,  but  even 
fent  him  to  prifoo,  on  pretence  of  being 
offended  at  nit  impertinence.  Perceiv- 
ing that,  like  the  Prophet,  he  had  no 
honour  in  hit  own  country^  he  no  (boner 
obtained  his  releaft,  than  be  ictirod  to 
Englandi  where  he  was  prompted  by 
hit  ^ilanthropy  to  propoie  an  expe- 
dient to  our  miniftry,  vrbich  would  have 
faved  a  vaft  e(Fufu>n  of  blood  and  tiea- 
furef  this  was,  an  agreement  between  the 


and  fork,  he  was  fummoned  to  the  door, 

where  he  found  the  cbevalief  in  great , „ ^ 

agitation,  his  eyes  fparlting  like  coals  Queen  of  Hungary  and  the  late  empe- 

Cif  fire.  '•  t^  to  decide  their  prcicnfions  by  a  fin- 

Our  hero  was  not  a  fittlf  fin-prixed  at.  A  combat;  ib  which  cafe  he  ofeed 


this  apparition,  who  haviag  aiked  par- 
don for  the  freedom  he  had  ufed,  ob- 
Ibrved,  that  undefftanding  the  count  w«a 
a  forei|paer,  he  could  not  dtipenfe  with 
appealmg  to  him,  concerning  an  oi^- 
ragc  he  bad  fuftered  from  tnekeeaar, 
who,  without  any  regard  to  bit  rank  or 
nutfortuAit^  had  beea  ba(e  anon^  to 


olmfelf  at  the  J|ava«ian  champion )  but 
in  this  enteragiae  be  al(b  proved  unfoc- 
cefsfol.  Thfn  turmog  hit  ^attention  to 
the  delights  ^f  poetry,  he.  became  ip 
enamoured  of  the  muTe,  that  he  nag« 
le£bd  eveqr Other  coafiderarion  |  andfne,  , 
as  ufual^  j^raduaUy  cosduAed  him  to 
the  author's  ftcvcr-UilingfMLL;  a  place 

of 
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•r  left  appointed  for  all  thofe  finncit, 
whom  the  profsuie  lore  of  pocfy  hath  Ud 
•ftray. 

CHAP.    VI. 

CVt  qUARHEL  18  COMPROMIfKD) 
AND  ANOTHER  DBCIDBB  BY  VN- 
Uf VAL  ARMS* 


Sir  MuBgo,  thoQ|^  In  all  . . 
anc^  reduced  to  the  Uft  ftage  of  aaimtl 
cxifteneef  no  fooaer  heard  this  epithet 
applied  to  hit  plaUy  than  hit  eyes  gleam- 
«d  like  lightning  I  he  (brong  from  hit 
feat,  with  the  agilitv  of  a  graft-hopper» 
and  darting  himfetf  out  at  the  door,  like 
an  arrow  from  a  how,  re- appeared  in  a 
moment  with  a  long  nifty  weapon^ 
which  might  have  been  ftiewn  among  a 
colkftion  of  rarities  at  the  fwofd  of 
Ooy  B«rl  of  Warwick.  Tbit  imple- 
ment he  brandifhed  over  the  chtfvalitr*s 
head,  with  the  dexterity  of  an  old  prisfti- 


AMONG  other  lopickt  of  convcr- 
fation  that  were  difcufled  at  thit 
genial  meeting.   Sir  Mnngo^t  fchenie 

wat  brought  upon  the  carpet  by  hit ; — -^        -       *  ^ 

ma«fty,  who  was  gradoufly  pleafed  to    fighter,  exdaiming  m  the  French  Ian- 

aikhowhitfabfeription  filled?  To  thit    gutg*?  *.Thott  att  a  prophane  wretch 

inteirogation  die  knight  anf^rered,  that 

he  met  with  great  opjpofition  from^  a 

foirit  of  levity  and  rrlt-conceit,  which' 

ieemed  to  pivvail  in  thrt  generation} 

but,  that  no  dificultiet  ftiould  difcou- 

rage  him  ttom  perfrvering  in  hit  doty } 

and  he  trufted  io  God,  that  in  a  very 

little  time  he  ihoiild  be  tlble  ta  confute 
and  overthrow  the  falfe  philofophy  of 

the  mod  erne,  and  to  reftore  the  writ- 

iogt  of  Mofet  to  that  pre-eminence  and 

veneration  which  i«  due  to  an  infbired 

author.  He  A>oke  of  the  immortal  New- 
ton with  infinite  contempt,  and  under- 

took  to  extrad:  from  ihc  Peniateuch,  a 

fyllem  of  chronology  which  would  af* 

crrtain  the  progrefs  of  time  fince  the 

fourth  d^y  of  the  creation  to  the  present 

hoar,  with  fuch  exaAneft,  that  not  one 

vibration  of  a  pendulom  ftiould  be  loft  \ 

Nay,  he  afihned  that  the  peifefiion  of 

all  arte  and  fcienort  might  be  attainrd 

by  ft^dying  thcie  facred  memoirt  |  and 

that  he  himfelf  did  not  defpair  of  learn- 
ing from  them  the  art  of  traofmuting 

bafer  meult  into  gold* 

The  chevalier,  thoo^  he  did  n«|t 

pretend  to  contradiA  thele  aficrtiont,  wat 

too  much  attached  to  hit  own  rvlieion 

to  acquiefce  in  the  knight*t  project  of 

cotnrerting  the  Jews  and  the  Gentilet  to 

theproteftantherefy,  which,  hefaid,God 

Almighty  would  never  fuiier  to  triumph 

over  the  interettt  of  his  own  holy  catho- 

lick  church*   Thit  objeftion  produced 

abundance  of  altercation  between  two 

very  unequal  difputants;  and  theFrench- 

man,  finding  himfelf  putxled  by  the 

learning  of  hit  antagonift,  had  recourfc 

to  the  argitmetfhm  adbomnem^  by  lay- 
ing hit  hand  upon  his  fword,  and  de. 

daring  that  he  was  ready  to  lofie  the  laftr 

drop  of  hit  blood  in'opjoCition  to  fach 

a  damnable  fcbeme. 


marked  out  fn-  the  vengeance  of  Hea« 
'  ven,  whoft  unworthy  minifter  I  am } 
*  and  here  thou  flialt  fall  by  the  fword 
<  of  the  Lofd  and  of  Gideon/ 

The  chevalier,  unterrified  by  thit 
4readful  £dutation,  defired  he  would 
accompany  him  to  a  more  convenient 
place  :  and  the  virorld  might  have  been 
deprived  of  «ne  or  both  thefe  knightt- 
cnrant,  had  not  general  Macleaver,  at 
the  define  of  hit  majefty,  interpo(ed,  and 
found  ateaiit  to  bring  mattert  to  an  ae- 
oommodatioii. 

In  the  afternoon »  the  Ibdety  wat  V4« 
fited  by  the  major*«  coufin  and  her 
daughters,  who  no  fooner  appeared « than 
they  were  recognized  by  our  adventuier; 
and  his  acquaintance  with  them  renewed 
in  luch  a  manner,  at  alarmed  the  deli- 
cacy of  Captain  Minikin,  who  in  the 
evening  cepaimd  to  the  count*t  apart- 
ment, and  witli  a  very  formal  phyfiog- 
nomy,   accoAed  him  in  thefe  wordts 

*  Sir«  I  beg  pardon  for  thit  intrufioii  % 

*  but  I  come  to  oonfiilt  you  about  an 

*  affair  in  which  my  honour  is  concern- 

*  ed}   and  a  foldier  without  honour, 

*  you  know,  is  no  better  than  a  body 

*  without  a  foul.     I  have  always  ad- 
«  mired  that  fpeech  of  Hotfpur,  in  the 

*  firft  paat  of  Henry  the  fourth. 

**  By  Heavca,  nethiiikt  tr  were  an  eafy 

"  leap, 
**  To  piucic  bright  hoDOor  from  tht  p»le- 

**  t'ic  d  moon ; 
«  Or  dive  into  the  bottom  of  the  deep, 
«  Whcie  f4chom-)ifte  could  ntircr  cuiich 

<<  the  ground, 
'<  And  plucl^  up  drowned  honour  by  the 

**  iodc«!" 

•  There  is  a  boldneft  and  cafe  in  the 

*  exprefiion,  and  the  images  are  very' 

*  pi^lurefque.     But  wuhuut  any  farther 

Qji  *  pre- 
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^  yR«iiibU|  fnff  Sir*  give  me  leave  to 
^  aik  how  long  you  havebeen  acqaaint- 
^.  cd  witk  thoft  ladies  who  drank  tea* 
'  with  11$  this  aftemoon  f  You  will  for- 
f  give  tht  qiieftion,  Sir,  when  I  tell  you 
^  that  Major  Macleaver  introduced 
f  Mrs.  Minikip  to  them  aa  to  ladies  of 
f  chara^er^  and  I  do  not  know  how, 
f  ^if)  I  have  A  (brt  o£ prefentimiMt  that- 
f.  ray  wife  has  been  impofed  upon.  Per* 
f.hapa  I  may  be  miftaken,  and  God 
'  grant  I  may  I    But  there  was  a  jg 

*  m  ffoi  qtt9y   in  their  behayour  to- 

*  dii^,'  which  begins  to  alarm  my  fu- 

<  /ipicion.  Sir,  I  have  nothing  but 
'  my  reputation  to  depend  upon  ;  and  I 
'  hope  you'll  excufe  me  when  I  earneft- 
f  ly  beg  to  know  what  rank  they  main- 

*  tain  in  life/ 

pathom,  without  minding  the  confe- 
quence,  told  him  with  a  Smper,  that 
he  knew  th<;m  to  be  very  good-natured 
ladies,  who  devoted  themieives  to  the 
happinei'sof  mankind.  This  explana- 
tion had  uofoonerelcapcdfrom  his  lips, 
than  the  capuin's  face  began  to  glow 
with  indignation,  his  eyealeemed  burft-  • 
ing  from  their  fplwrei ,he  fwelled  to  twice 
his  natural  dimenfions,  and  raiiinghim** 
felf  on  his  tiptoes,  *ptx)nounced  in  a 
ftrain  that  emulated  thunder*  '  Blood; 

*  Sir  1  you  feem  to  make  very  light  of 
'  the  matter  j  but  it  is  no  joke  'to  mc, 
«  rU  aflurc  you :  and  Macleaver  (hall 

<  kt  that  I  am  not  to  be  affronted  with 

*  impunity.    jSir,  I  ftiall  take  it  as  a 

*  fmgular  favour,   if  you  will  be  the 

*  bearer  of  a  billet  to  him,  which  I 

<  ihall  write  in  thiee  words  i  nay.  Sir, 

*  you  niuft  give  me  leave  to  infift  upon 

<  It,  as  you  are  the  only  gentleman  of 

<  our  mefs,  whom  I  can  intnift  with  au 
«  affair  of  ihis  nature.* 

•'  Fathom,  rather  than  run  the  rilk  of 
difobliging  fuch  a  pun&ilious  warrior, 
after  having  in  vain  attempted  to  difluade 
))im  from  his  purpofe,  undeitook  to 
^arry  the  challenge,  which  was  imine< 
fliately  penned  in  thefeiyords.  ' 

•   SIR, 

«  "\rOU  have  violated  my  honour,  in 
*    '  irjipofing',  tipon  Mrs.  Minikiii 

*  your  pretended  cou(ins,  as  la<1irs  of 

*  virtue   and  reputation;    I    therefore 

<  demand  fuch  iatisfaftion  as  a  foldier 
*,  oucht  to  receive,  and  expe^  you  will 

'  *  ad|u&with  my  friend  Count  Fathom, 


f  ^  fer»s  upon  whkh  you  fliall:  be 

*  met  by  the  much  injured . 

«  GOLIAH  MiNIKIh'.* 

This  morceau  being  fealed  and  di- 
reftcd,  was  forthwith  carried  by  «Mir> 
adventufer  to  the  lodgings>of  the  major, 
who  had  by  this  time  retired  to  reft,  but 
hearing  the  count's  voice,  he  got  up  and 
opened  the  door  isi  eaerpo%  to  the  a((o- 
niflunem-of  Ferdinand,  who  had  never 
before  feen  fuch  an  Herculean  ftgore. 
He  made  an  apology  for  receiving  the 
count  in  his  birth* day  futt,  to  which,  he 
faid,  he  was  reduced  by  the  heat  of  his 
conftitotion^  though  he  might  hare  af* 
figned  a  more  adequate  caule,  by  own- 
ing  that  his  ihirt  was  in  the  hands  of 
hif^wa&erwoman ;  then  ihrauding  him- 
/etf  in  a  blanket,  defired  to  know  what 
had  ]>rocured  him  the  honour  of  itich  an 
extraordinary  vifit.  He  read  the  letter 
with  great  compofure,  like -a  man  ac- 
cufiomed  to  fuch  intercourfe ;  then  ad- 
drefHr?  himfelf  to  the  bearer,  <  I  will 

*  be  aner  diverting  the  gentleman,*  laid 
he,  '  in  any  manner  he  fliall  think  pro- 

<  *per ;  but,  by  Jefus !  this  is  no  place 
'  for  fuch  amufemcnts:  becaufe,  as 
'  you  well  know,    my  dear  count,  if 

*  both  (hould  be  killed  by  ihech.^norof 

*  war,  neither  of  us  will  be  able  to 

*  efca^ie;  and  after  the  birath  is  out  of 

*  his  body,  he  will  make  but  a  forry 

*  excufe  to  liis  fatnny  and  friends.   But 

*  that  is  no  concern  of  mine,  and  there* 

<  fore  I  am  ready  to  pleafc  him  in  his 

*  own  way.' 

Fathom  approved  of  his  remarks, 
which  he  reinforced  with  fundry  conli- 
derations  to  the  fame  purpofe,  and  beg- 
ged the  afliftance  of  the  ma|or*s  advice, 
m  finding  (bme  expedient  to  terminate 
the  af&ir  without  bloodfhed,  that  no 
troublelbme  eonfequencts  might  cnfue 
either  to  him  or  to  his  antagonid,  who 
in  fpite  of  this  over-ftrained  fonnality, 
(eemed  to  be  a  peribn  of  woith  and 
good-nature.  <  With  all  my  heart!* 
[ajd  the  generous  Hibernian,  *  I  have 

*  a  great  regard  for  the  h  trie  man ;  and 
\  mv  own  cbara^to*  is  not  to  feek  at 
I  ihis  time  of  day.     I  have  fei  ved  a 

*  long  apprenticefliip  to  ^hting,'  as 

*  this  fame  carcale  can  tei^fy ;  and  if 

*  lie  i:ompels  me  to  run  htm  throu|[h  the 
f  body,  by  my  (houl  I  (hall  do  it  in  a^ 

*  fxieadly  manner.* 
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So  fiiyiiig»  be  threw  afidc  tbe  bUnkct, 
and  (iifpUyed  fcart  and  fearoa  inDume- 
table  upon  his  body*  which  appeared 
like  an  old  patched  leathern  doublet. 

*  I  remember/  proceeded  this  cham- 
pion, <  when  I  was  a  flave  si^  Algiers, 

*  Mitrpby  Macmorris  and  I  happened 

*  to  have  Tome  difference  in  the  bagnio} 

*  upon  which  he  bade  me  turn  out. 
"  Am,  for  what?**  faidlj  **  here  are 
**  no  weapons  that  a  gentleman  can  ufe^ 
**  and  yon  would  not  be  fuch  a  negro 
"  aa  to  box  like  an  En^liih  carman/* 
'  After  he  had  puided  himlelf  for  ibme 
<  timc»  be  propoTed  that  we  (hould  re- 

*  tire  into  a  comeri  and  funk,  one  an- 

*  other  with  brimftooe,  till  one  of  ua 

*  (hould  give  our*     Accordingly  we 

*  crammed  half  a  dozen  of  tobaeco- 

*  pipea  with  fulpbur*  and  ictting  foot 

*  to  foot,  began  to  fmoak»  and  kept  a 

*  conftant  fire,  until  Macmorris  drop- 
'  ped  down)  then  I  threw  away  my 

*  pipe,  and  taking  poor  Murphy  in  my 

*  arma,  **  What,  are  you  dead  V*  U\d 

*  I:  «if  youaiYdead,fpeak/'— «No> 
**  by  Jcfus!  **  cried  he»  « I  a*n*t  dead,  but 
<<  I  am  fpeechlefs/*  So  he  owned  1 
'  had  obtained  the  vi£lory»  and  we  wer^ 

*  as  good   friends  as  ever.     Now,  if 

*  Mr.   Minikin  thinks  proper  to  put 

*  the  affair  upon  the  fame  imie,  I  will 

*  fmoke  a  pipe  of  brimltone  with  him 

*  to-morrow  morning)  and  if  I  cry  out 
'  firft,  I  will  be  after  aiking  pardon  for 

*  this  fttppoied  alfront.* 

Fathom  could  not  help  laughing  at 
the  propo^d,  to  which,  however,  heob- 
jc8ed,  on  account  of  Minikin*s  delicate 
conftitution,  which  might  fuifer  more 
detriment  from  breathing  in  an  atmof- 
pheie  of  fulphur,  than  from  the  difcliarge 
of  a  piftol,  or  the  thrull  of  a  fmalU 
fword.  He  therefore  fuggefted  another 
expedient  in  lieu  of  the  fuiphur,  name- 
ly, the  gum  called  aiTa- foetida  \  which, 
though  abundantly  nauieous,  could 
have  no  eSeft  upon  the  infirm  tex- 
ture of  the  lieutenant's  lungs.  This 
hint  being  relilhed  by  the  major,  our 
adventurer  returned  to  his  principal, 
and  having  repeated  the  other's  ai^u- 
ments  againft  the  u£e  of  mortal  inftru- 
raents,  defcribed  the  fuccedaneum  which 
be  had  concerted  with  Macleaver.  The 
captain  at  firll  belived  this  fcheme  was' 
calculated  for  fubje&ing  him  to  the ri-* 
dicule  of  his  fellow* pril^ners,  and  be- 
gan to  ftorm  with  great  violence  \  but 


by  tbo  afiwuicas  and  U^nA  of  Fm«* 
thom,  he  was  at  length  reconcihad  to 
the  plan,  and  preparations  were  made 
on  each  fide  for  this  duel,  which  waa 
a£hially  fmoaked  oextdar,  about  noon, 
in  a  Imall  clofet,  detached  from  the 
challenger**  apartment,  and  within  he«« 
ing  of  his  majofty  and  all  bis  court,  af- 
fembled  •«  witneflfs  and  umpires  of  die 
contef^. 

The  combatants  being  locked  up  to- 
gether, began  lo  ply  their  eoginca  wiili 
great  fury»  and  tt  waa  not  long  before 
Capuitt  Minikin  perceived  he  had  «• 
manifeft  advantage  over  hia  antagonift* 
For  his  organs  were  familiarised  to  tlH 
effiuvia  of  this  drug,  which  he  iud  in* 
quently  vied  in  the  cotirfe  of  an  hypo-^ 
chondriack  diforder ;  whereaa  Maclea- 
ver, who  was  a  ftraneer  to  all  ibrts  of* 
medicine,  by  his  wry  faces  and  attempts 
to  puke,  exprefled  the  utmoft  abhorrence 
of  the  i'mell  that  invaded  his  noArila. 
Neverthelefs,  refolvcd  to  hold  out  to  the 
laft  extreroity»  be  continued  in  a6Kon 
until  the  doliet  waa  filled  with  fuch  an 
intolerable,  vapour  as  difcompoied  the 
whole  csoL^omy  of  his  entrails,  and 
compelled  him  to  difgorge  his  break* 
fafl  in  the  face  of  his  opponent,  whole 
nerves  were  fo  difconcened  by  this  dif* 
agreeable  and  unforefeen  difcharge,  that 
he  fell  back  into  his  chair  in  a  fwoon, 
and  the  niaior  bellowed  aloud  fat  af- 
filfaince.  The  door  being  opened,  he 
ran  dire6lly  to  the  window,  to  mhale  the 
frefh  air,  while  the  captain  recovering 
from  his  fit,  complained  of  Macleaver*8 
unfair  proceedings,  and  demanded  iuf> 
lice  of  the  arbitrators,  who  decided  in 
his  favour)  and  the  major  being  pre- 
vailed upon  to  afk  pardon  for  luLving 
introduced  Mrs.  Mmikin  to  women  of 
rotten  reputation,  the  parties  were  re- 
conciled to  each  other,  and  peace  and 
concord  re-ef^ablilhed  in  the  noift. 

Faihom  acijuired  univerial  applanie 
for  his  difcreet  and  humane  cundoft 
upon  this  occafion)  and  that  fame  after* 
noon  had  an  opportunity  of  (eeing  the 
lady  in  whofe  caui'e  he  bad  exerted  him- 
felf.  He  was  preieuted  to  her  as  the 
hufband*s  particular  friend)  and  when 
fhe  underttood  how  much  (hit  waa  in<* 
debted  to  his  care  and  cctwcm  for  the 
capuin's  fafety,  (he  treated  him  with 
uncommon  •marks  of  diftio^tion )  and 
he  found.her  a  genteefwell-bied  woman, 
not  without  a  good  fl^ars  of  peribnal 
channs^' 
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cbarms,  ftnd  a  well*cQhivsted  tinder* 

isnding. 

CHAP.    VII. 

AN  VNEXPBCTBD  RBNCOVNTEIt» 
AND  AN  HAPPY  REVOLUTION  IN 
THE  AFFAIUS  OF  OUR  ADVEN- 
TURER. 

AS  flie  did  not  lodge  within  the  pre- 
cin^s  of  this  garrifon,  ihe  was 
one  day»  after  tea,  conduced  to  the 
«te  by  the  captain  and  the  count,  and 
raft  as  they  approached  the  tumkey*s 
jodgCy  our  heroes  eyes  were  ftruck  with 
the  apparition  of  liis  old  companion 
Renaldo,  (on  of  his  benefaftor  and  pa* 
tron  the  Count  De  Melville.  What 
'  were  the  emotions  of  his  foul,  when  be 
faw  that  young  gentleman  enter  the  pri- 
fon,  and  advance  towards  him,  after 
having  ipoke  to  the  gaoler  I  He  never 
doubted,  that  being  informed  of  his 
confinement,  he  was  come  to  upbraid 
him  with  his  villainy  and  ingrati- 
tude»  and  he  in  vain  endeavoured  to 
recollcft  himfelf  from  that  terror  and 
guilty  confafion  which  his  appearance 
had  mfpired;  when  the  ftranger  lifting 
up  his  eyes,  ftaried  back  with  iigns  of 
extreme  amazement,  and  after  a  confi- 
derabie  paufe,  exclaimed,  *  Heaven  and 

*  earth  !  Sure  my  eyes  do  not  deceive 

*  me  1  Is  not  your  name  Fathom  ?  It  is, 
<  it  rouft  be  my  old  friend  and  compa- 
* .  nion,  the  lofs  of  whom  I  have  fo  long 

*  regretted  !*  With  thefe  words,  he  ran 
towards  our  adventurer)  and  while  he 
clafped  him  in  his  arms  with  all  rhe 
eagernefs  of  affection,  protefted  that  this 
was  one  of  the  happieft  days  he  had  ever 
fecn. 

.  Ferdinand,  who  from  this  falutation 
concluded^  himfelf  ftill  in  poflefTion  of 
Renaldo's  good  opinion ,^  was  not  defi- 
cient in  expreiHons  of  tendemefs  and 
ioy$  he  returned  his  embraces  With 
equal  ardour,  the  tears  trickled  down 
his  cheeks,  and  that  perturbation  which 
proceeded  from  couicious  perfidy  and 
^ar,  was'miftaken  by  the  unrufpefling 
Hungarian  for  the  (heer  effe^s  of  love, 
gratitude,  and  furprize.  Thefe  firli 
tranfports  having  fubfided,  they  adjourn- 
ed to  the  lodginffs  of  Fathom,  who  foon 
recollected  his  Ipirits  and  invention  To 
well  as  to  amufe  the  other  with  a  feign- 
et^tale  of  his  having  been  taken  by  the 


French,  fent  pri(bner  into  Champagne* 
from  whence  he  had  written  many  letters 
to  Count  Melville  and  his  fon,  of  whom 
he  could  hear  no  tidings ;  of  his  having 
contraAed  an  intimacy  with  a  ^oung 
nobleman  of  France,  who  died  in  the 
flowcrr  of  his  age,  after  having,  in  token 
of  friendship,  bequeathed  to  him  a  coii- 
iiderahle  l4;acy}  by  this  he  had  been 
enabled  to  vifit  the  land  of  his  forefa- 
thers  in  the  chara£ker  of  a  gentleman, 
which  he  had  fiipported  with  (bme  fi- 
gure, until  he  was  betrayed  into  a  mis- 
fortune that  exhaufted  hit  funds,  and 
drove  him  to  the  ipot  where  he  was  now 
found  i  and  he  folemnly  declared,  that 
far  from  forgettins  the  obligation  he 
owed  to  Count  Melville,  or  renouncing 
the  friend flifp  of  Renaldo,  he  had  ac- 
tually refolved  to  fet  6ut  for  Germany, 
on  his  return  to  the  houle  of  his  patron, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  week  pofterior 
to  that  in  which  he  had  been  arretted. 

Young  Melville,who]eown  heart  had 
never  known  the  inftigations  of  finaud, 
implicitly  believed  the  ttory  and  protef- 
tations  of  Fatliom  j  and  though  he  would 
not  juftify  that  part  of  his  conduA  by 
^hich  the  term  of  his  good  fortune  was 
abridged,  he  could  not  help  excufing 
an  indtfcretion  into  which  he  had  been 
hurried  bv  the  pt^cipitancy  of  youth, 
and  the  allurements  of  an  artful  woman : 
nay,  with  the  utmolt  wai-mih  of  friend* 
flnp,  he  undertook  to  wait  upon  Trap- 
well,  and  endeavour  to  foften  him  into 
fome  reafonable  terms  of  compofition. 

Fathom  Teemed  to  be  quite  overwheln^* 
ed  with  a  deep  fenfe  of  all  t^is  goodnefs, 
and  affefled  the  moft  ea^er  impatience  to 
know  the  particulars  of  Renaldo^s  fate 
i'mce  their  unhappy  reparation,  more 
ei*pccia1Iy  his  errand  to  this  uncomfort- 
able place,  which  he  fliould  henceforth 
revei-e  as  the  providential  Icene  of  their 
re- union :  nor  did  he  forget  to  enquire, 
in  the  moft  affc^lionate  and  dutiful  man- 
ner, about  the  Situation  of  his  noble  pa- 
rents ami  amiable  fifttrr. 

At  mention  of  thefe  names,  Renaldo, 
fetching  a  deep  figh,  *  Alas,  my  friend  T 
faid  he,  *  the  co»rnt  is  no  more ;  and 

<  what  aggravates  my  afRi^lson  for  the 

*  lofs  of  fuch  a  father,  it  was' my  mis - 

*  fortune  to  be  under  his  difpleafure  at 
'  the  time  of  his  death.  Had  I  been 
'  prelent  on  that  melancholy  occafion, 

<  fo  well- 1  knew  his  generofity  and  pa- 

*  terniil  tendemefs,  that  fure  I  am,  he 

*  would  in  his  hli  moments  have  for- 

<  given 


FERDINAND    COUNT    FATHOM* 


UI 


'  giTCA  an  only  Con  whofc  life  had  been 

*  a  continual  eflurt  to  render  himfelf 
'  worthy  of  fuch  a  parent^  and  whofe 

*  crime  wat  no  otlier  than  an  honour- 
'  able  paflion  for  the  moft  meritorioiit 

*  of  her  lex.  But  I  wai  removed  at  a 
'  fatal  diftance  from  him,  and  doubt- 

*  left  my  conduft  mud  have  been  invi« 

*  dioufly  mirreprefented.  Be  that  as  it 
'  will,  my  mother  has  again  given  her 

*  hand  in  wedlock  to  Count  Trevafi^ 
'  by  whom  I  have  the  mortification  to 

*  be  informed  that  I  am  totally  exclud- 

*  ed  from  my  father*s  rucceflion ;  and  | 

*  learn  from  other  quarurt,  that  my 

*  fifter  isbarbaronfly  treated  by  this  in- 

*  human  father-in- hw.  Grant,  Hea- 
'  ven,  I  mav  foon  have  an  opportunity 
'  of  expoftufating  with  the  tyrant  upon 
«  thatUibjea/    . 

So  faying,  his  cheeks  glowed,  and 
his  eyes  lightened  with  refentment. 
Then  he  thus  proceeded. 

•  My  coming  hither  to-day,  was  with 

*  a  view  to  viht  a  poor  female  relation^ 

*  from  whom  I  yefterday  received  a  let- 
'  ter,    defcribing  her  moft  deplorable 

*  fituation,  andioliciting  my  aililUnce! 
<  but  the  turnkey  affirms,  that  there  is 

*  no  fuch  perfon  in  the  eaol  j  and  I  was 
'  on  roy  way  to  conuilt  the  keeper, 

*  when  I  was  agreeably  furprizcd  with 

*  the  fight  of  my  dear  Fathom." 

Our  adventurer  having  wiped  from 
his  eyes  the  tears  whirh  were  produced 
by  tne  news  of  his  worthy  patron*s 
death,  dcfircd  to  know  the  name  of  that 
afli5(ed  prifoner,  in  whofc  behalf  he  in- 
terefted  bimfelf  fo  much;  and  Renaldo 
produced  the  letter,  fubl'cribeJ — »  your 

*  unfortunate  coulin,  Helen  Melville.' 
This  pretended  relation,  after  having 
explained  the  degree  of  confanguinity 
which  (he  and  the  count  (tood  in  to  each 
Qiher,  and  occafionally  mentioned  ibnie 
anecdotes  of  the  familv  in  Scothmt, 
gave  him  to  underltanci,  that  Hie  had 
married  a  /merchant  of  LonJon,  who, 
by  repeated  lofles  in  trade,  had  been 
reduced  to  indigence,  and  afterwards 
cunfined  in  prifon,  where  he  then  lay  a 
Wtathlefs  corpfr,  having  left  her  in  the 
utmoft  extremity  of  wretchcdnel's  and 
want,  with  two  young  children  in  the 
irnall-pox,  and  an  incurable  cancer  in 
one  ol  her  own  breafts.  Indeed,  the 
pijlure  (be  drew  was  fo  moving,  and 
bor  cxpreiHons  fo  (cnfibly  pathctick, 
ttu;  so  perioj^  whofe  heart  was  not  alto- 


gether callous,  could  perufe  it  wttbovc 
emotion.  Renaldo  had  lent  two  goi- 
neas  by  the  meifenger,  whom  (he  had 
reprefented  as  a  tnifty  (crvant,  whofe 
fidelity  had  been  proof  again  ft  all  the 
diftrefs  of  her  miftrefs:  and  he  was 
now  arrived,  in  order  to  reinforce  his 
bounty. 

Fathom,  in  the  confcioufnefs  of  hit 
own  prafliceiiy  immediately  compre- 
hended the  fchtme  of  thia  letter,  and 
confidently  a(rur6d  him,  that  no  fuch 
perfon  refided  in  the  prtfon,  or  in  any 
other  place;  and  WMn  his  friend  ap« 
plied  for  information  to  the  keeper, 
theie  aflTursnccs  were  confirmed  |  and 
that  ftern  janitor  told  him,  he  bad  been 
impofed  upon  by  a  (ble  trick  which  was 
often  praaifed  upon  ftrangers,  by  a  let 
of  (harpers,  who  make  it  their  bufiaefa 
to  pick  up  hints  of  intelligence  relating 
to  private  families,  upon  which  they 
build  fuch  fuperftruAures  of  fraud  and 
impofition. 

^  However  piqued  the  young  Hunga- 
rian might  be  to  find  himfelt  duped  ia 
this  manner,  he  rejoiced  at  the  occafion 
which  had  thrown  Fathom  in  his  way  a 
and,  after  having  made  him  a  tender  ot 
his  puill',  took  his  leave,  on  purpoie  Co 
wait  upon  Trapwell,  who  was  not  auite 
fo  untra^able  as  an  enraged  cuckold 
cominoni y  is  ;  for,  by  this  time,  he  bad 
accompllllied  the  beft  part  of  his  aim« 
which  was  to  be  divorced  from  his  wife, 
and  WIS  fully  convinced  that  the  de* 
fendant  was  no  more  than  a  needy  ad- 
ventiuer,  who  in  all  probability  would 
be  reteafed  by  mi  a6l  of  parliament  for 
the  benefit  of  infoivent  debtors  j  i|i 
which  cafe,  he  (the  plaintiff)  would 
reap  no  folid  advantage  from  his  im« 
prifomnent. 

He  therefore  llftened  to  the  retnon# 
ftrances  of  the  mediator,  and  after  much 
canvafling  agreed  to  difchaige  the  de- 
fendant in  confideraiion  of  two  hundred 
pounds,  whch  were  immcdialcJv  paid 
by  Count  Melville,  who  by  this  de- 
diiftion  was  reduced  to  fomcwhat  left 
than  thirty. 

Neverthelefs,  he  cbearfully  beggared 
himfelf  in  behalf  of  his  friend,  for 
whofe  releafe  he  forthwith  obtained  an 
order :  and  next  day  our  adventurer 
having  bid  a  formal iidieu  to  his  fc'bws 
in  diftrefsj  and  in  particular  to  his  m;w< 
jcfty,  for  whofe  rettoration  his  pray«.rt 
were  preferred,  he  quitted  the  gaol*  aud 
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•ecom)>an!ed  bit  deliverer)  with  all  the 
outward  marks  of  unatterable  gratitude 
taid  efteefB* 

Surely,  if  his  heart  had  been  made 
4f  penetrable  ftnff,  it  would  have  been 
touched  by  the  circumftances  of  this 
tedemption :  but,  had  not  his  foul  been 
invincible  to  all  fuch  attacks,  thefe  Me- 
taoirt  would,  poilibly,  never  have  feen 
the  light. 

When  they  arrived  at  Renaldo*s 
lodgings,  that  young  gentleman  ho- 
Aourea  him  with  other  proofs  of  con- 
fidence and  friendfhip,  by  giving  him  a 
tircumftantial  detail  of  all  the  adven- 
tures in  which  he  had  been  engaged  after 
Fathom^s  defertion  from  the  Imperial 
camp.  He  told  him,  that  immediately 
after  the  war  was  finiflied,  his  father 
had  prefled  him  to  a  very  advantageous 
match,  with  which  he  would  have  com - 
pliedf  though  his  heart  was  not  at  all  • 
eoncemed,  had  not  he  been  inflamed 
with  the  deiire  of  feeing  the  world  be- 
fofe  he  could  take  any  ftep  towards  a 
ibttlement  for  life )  that  he  had  fignified 
hit  ientiments  on  this  head  to  the  count, 
who  oppofed  them  with  unufual  obfti- 
sacy,  as  produAive  of  a  delay  which 
mi^t  be  fatal  to  his  propolal;  for 
which  reafon  he  had  retired  incognito 
from  his  family,  and  travelled  through 
Amdry  ftates  and  countries  in  a  difguife 
by  which  he  eluded  the  enquiries  of  his 
parents. 

That  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  peregrina- 
tions; he  was  captivated  by  the  irrehftible 
charms  of  a  young  lady,  on  whofe  heart 
he  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  a  tender 
ilnpteflion  i  that  their  mutual  love  had 
IbojeAed  both  to  many  dangers  and 
difficulties,  during  which  they  fuffered 
a  cruel  feparation ;  after  the  torments  of 
which,  he  had  happily  found  h*r  in 
England,  where  fhe  now  lived  entirely 
cut  off  from  her  native  country  and  con- 
Ae£lions,  and  dcftitute  of  every  other 
refource  but  his  honour,  love^  and  pro- 
teAion  j  and,  finally,  that  he  was  de- 
termined to  combat  his  own  defures,  how 
violent  foever  they  might  be,  until  he 
Ihoiild  have  made  foqie  fuitableprovi^ 
fion  for  the  confequences  of  a  ftrifier 
Union  with  the  miftrefs  of  his  foul,  that 
he  might  not  by  a  precipitate  marriage 
ruin  the  perfon  whom  he  adored. 

This  end  he  propofed  to  attain,  by 
^n  application  lo  the  court  of  Vienna^ 
whicl?;  he  did  not  doUbt,  Would  hate 
Ibiftl'r^gard  to  his  own  fervice  and  that 


of  his  father ;  and  thither  he  refolvtd 
to  repair  with  the  firft  opportunity,  now 
that  he  had  found  a  fnend  with  whom 
he  could  intruft  the  ineRiihable  jewel 
^f  his  heart. 

He  likewise  gave  our  hero  to  under- 
ftand,  he  had  been  eight  months  in 
England,  during  which  ne  had  lived  ia 
a  frugal  manner,  that  he  might  not  un- 
necettarily  exhauft  the  money  be  had 
been  able  to  raife  upon  his  own  credit  j 
that  hitherto  he  had  been  obliged  to 
defer  his  departure  for  Germany,  on 
account  of  his  attendance  upon  the  mo* 
ther  of  his  midrefs,  who  was  lately  dead 
of  forrow  and  chagrin ;  and  that  fince 
he  refided  in  London,  he  had  often 
heard  of  the  celebrated  Count  Fathom, 
though  he  never  imagined  that  his  friend 
Ferdinand  could  be  diftinguifhed  by 
that  appellation. 


CHAP.    VIII. 

FATHOM  JUSTIFIES  THB  PROTBRB, 
<   WHAT'S    BRED     IN     THE    BONE 

*  WILL     NEVER    COMB    OUT    OF 

*  THE  FLESH.* 

SOME  circumftances  of  this  con- 
verfation  made  a  deep  iropreflion 
upon  the  mind  of  our  adventurer ;  who, 
neverthelefs,  concealed  his  emotions 
from  the  knowledge  of  his  friend,  and 
was  next  day  introduced  to  that  hidden 
trcafure,  of  which  Renaldo  had  (poke 
with  fuch  rapture  and  adoration.  It 
was  not  without  reafon  he  had  expati- 
ated upon  theperfonal  attra^ions  ot  this 
young  lady,  whom  (for  the  prefent)  we 
fhall  call  Monimia,  a  name  that  implies 
herbi-phan  fituation.  When  fhc  entered 
the  room,  even  Fathom,  wLofc  eyes  had 
been  la  ted  with  beauty,  wais  ftruck 
dumb  with  admiration,  and  could  Icarce 
recolleft  himfclf  fo  far  as  to  perform  the 
ceremony  of  his  introdu^ion. 

She  feemed  to  be  about  the  age  o/ 
eighteen  :  her  ftature  was  tall  5  her  mo- 
tion graceful  j  a  knot  of  aitificial  flow- 
ers rcftrained  the  luxuriancy  of  her  fin^ 
back  hair  that  fk)wed  in  fliinirig  ringletJ 
ai  Jown  her  fnowy  neck.  Tlic  contour  of 
her  face  was  oval";  her  forehead  remark- 
ably high ;  her  complexion  Clean  and 
delicate,  though  not  florid;  and  he^ 
eyes  were  fo  piercing  as  to  ftrike  M 
io'ul  of  every  beholder :  yet^  ijpdrf  (hi4 
occaiion,  one  half  of  their  vivacity  was 
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cclipted  by  a  languifliing  air  of  melan- 
choly concern;  which,  while  it  in  a 
manner  Iheathed  the  edge  of  her  beauty, 
added  a  moft  engaging  fweetnefs  to  her 
looks:  in  fliort,  every  feature  was  ele- 
gantly perfect ;  and  the  harmony  of  the 
whole  ravifhing  and  delightful. 

It  was  eafy  to  perceive  the  mutual 
fentiments  of  the  two  lovers,,  at  meet- 
ing, by  the  pleafure  that  Icnfibly  dif- 
fused itielf  in  the  countenances  ot  both. 
Fathom  was  received  by  her  as  the  in- 
timate friend  of  her  admirer,  whom  ihe 
had  often  heard  of  in  terms  of  the  mod 
fmcere  aflfcAion}  and  the  convcrfation 
was  cariied  on  in  the  Italian  language,  * 
becaufe  (he  was  a  foreigner  who  had  not 
as  yet  made  great  proficiency  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  Engliih  tongue.  Her 
underftanding  was  fuch  as,  in  ilea d  of 
diminilhing,  reinforced  the prepoITeilion 
which  was  infpired  by  her  appearance  5 
and  if  the  fum  totil  of  her  charms 
could  not  melt  the  heart,  it  at  lead  ex- 
cited the  appetite  of  Fathom  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  he  gazed  upon  her  with 
fi)ch  violence  of  defire,  as  had  never 
tranfpoited  him  before  $  and  inftantly 
began  to  harbour  thoughts  not  only  de- 
ftru^live  to  the  peace  of  his  generous 
patron,  but  alfo  to  the  prudential  max- 
ims he  had  adopted  on  his  firft  entrance 
into  life. 

We  have  already  recorded  divers  in- 
ftances  of  his  condu6l,  to  prove  that 
there  was  an  intemperance  in  his  blood, 
which  often  inteifered  with  his  caution: 
and  although  he  had  found  means  to 
render  this  heat  fometimes  fuUfervient 
to  his  intereil;  yet,  in  all  probability, 
Heaven  mingled  the  ingredient  in  his 
conititution,  0)1  purpofe  to  countera^ 
his  confommate  craft,  defeat  the  vil- 
lainy of  his  intention,  and  at  la(t  ex- 
pofehim  to  the  jufticeof  the  law,  and 
the  contempt  of  his  fellow-creatures. 

Stimulated  as  he  was  by  the  beauty 
of  the  incomparable  Monimia,  he  fore- 
faw  that  the  conqued  of  her  heart  would 
coft  him  a  thouiithd  times  more  labour 
and  addrefs  than  all  the  vi6lories  he  had 
ever  atchieved  :  for,  befides  her  fuperior 
underftanding,  her  fentiments  of  ho- 
nour, virtue,  gratitude,  religion,  and 
pride  of  birth,  her  heart  was  already 
engaged  by  the  tendered  ties  of  love 
and  obligation,  to  a  man  whofe  perfon 
and  acquired  accompliOiments  at  leaft 
equalled  his  own  -y  and  whofe  connexion 
with  him  was  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  raifed 
analmod  i nfur mo un table  bat  to  bit  de- 


fign ;  becaufe,  with  what  face  could  he 
commence  rival  to  the  perfon  whole  fami- 
ly had  raifed  him  from  want  and  fervili- 
tyi  and  whofe  own  generofity  had  refcued 
'him  from  the  miferiesof  a  dreary  gaol. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  reflcdlions,  ho 
would  not  lay  afide  an  idea  which  fo 
agreeably  flattered  his  imagination.  He, 
like  every  other  projeftor  in  the  fame 
circumdances,  was  fo  partiu!  to  his  own 
qualifications,  as  to  think  the  lady 
would  foon  perceive  a  difference  between 
him  and  Renaldo,  that  could  not  fail  to 
turn  to  his  advantage  in  her  opinion. 
He  depended  a  good  deal  on  the  levity  - 
and  incondancy  of  the  fex  i  and  did 
not  doubt,  that,  in  th&pourfe  of  their  ac- 
quaintance, he  (hould  profit  by  that  lan- 
guor whichoften  creeps  upon  and  flattcni 
the  intercourfe  of  lovers  cloyed  with  the 
fight  and  convcrfation  of  each  other. 

This  way  of  arguing  was  very  na- 
tural to  a  man  who  had  never  known 
othrr  motives  than  thofe  of  fenfuality 
and  convenience  j  and,  perhaps,  upon 
thefe  maxims,  he  might  have  fucceedcd 
with  nine- tenths  of  the  fair-fex  :  but, 
for  once,  he  erred  in  his  calculation. 
Monimia's  foul  was  perfeft  5  her  virtue 
impregnable.  His  fird  approaches  were, 
as  ufual,  performed  by  the  method  of 
infinuation,  which  fucceeded  fo  well, 
that  in  a  few  days,  he  aftually  acquired 
a  very  didinguidied  fliare  of  her  favour 
and  cdeem  5  to  this  he  had  been  recom- 
mended in  the  warmed  drain  of  ex- 
aggerating friend fliip,  by  her  dear  Re- 
naldo; fo  that  placing  the  mod  unre- 
ferved  confidence  in  his  honour  and 
integrity,  and  being  almod  quite  def- 
titute  of  acquaintance,  (he  made  no 
fcruple  of  owning  herfelf  plcafed  with 
his  company  and  convcrfation  j  and 
therefore  he  was  never  abridged  in  point 
of  opportunity.  She  had  too  much 
difcernmcnt  to  overlook  his  uncommon 
talents  and  agreeable  addrefs,  and  too 
much  fufceptibility  to  obferve  them  with 
indifference.  She  not  only  regarded 
him  as  the  confident  of  her' lover,  but 
admired  him  as  a  perfon  whofe  attach- 
ment did  honour  to  Count  Melville's 
choice}  die  found  his  difcourfe  re- 
markably entertaining,  his  polltenefs 
dignified  with  an  air  of  uncommon  fin- 
cerity  5  and  ftie  was  raviflied  with  his 
ikill  in  mufick,  an  art  of  which  die  was 
deeply  enamoured. 

While  he  thus  ingratiated  himfelf 
with  the  fair  Monimia,  Renaldo  rejoiced 
at  their  intimacy,  being  extremely  happy 
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in  the  thought  of  having  found  a  friend 
who  coil  Id  amufe  and  protcft  the  cfcar 
creature  in  his  abfence.  That  (he  might 
be  the  better  prepared  for  the  temporary 
reparation  which  he  meditated,  he  begah 
to  be  lefs  frequent  in  his  vifits,  or  ra- 
ttler to  interrupt  by  gradual  intermif- 
Adns  the  conitant  attendance  he  had 
beftowed  upon  her  fmce  her  mother's 
death.  This  alteration  (he  was  enabled 
to  bear  by  the  a/Fiduitics  of  Fathom, 
when  (htt  uirderftood  that  her  lover  was 
iitdifpenfibly  employed  in  negociating  a 
fum  of  money  for  the  porpolcs  of  his  in- 
tended vo^-age.  This  w'as  really  the  cafe : 
ibi",  as  the  reader  hath  been  already  ?p- 
fornied,  the  provilion  he  had  made  for 
that  emergency  was  expended  in  behalf 
of  our  adventurer  J  and'the  perfons  of 
whom  he  had  borrowed  it,  far  from 
approring  of  the  ufe  to'  which  it  was 
put,  and  accommodating  him  with  a 
fi'efh  fupplr,  reproached  hiiti  with  his 
btncvolence  as  an  a6l  6f  di(hone(ly  to 
them }  and,  inrtead  of  favouring  this 
fecond  application,  threatened  to  diftrefs 
hfm  for  what  he  had  already  received. 
While  he  endeavoured  to  furmount  thefe 
drfficulties,  his  fmall  reverfion  was 
qiiite  exhaulkd,  and  he  faw  himielf  on 
the  brink  of  wanting  the  coihmon  nc- 
cefFaries  of  life. 

Thsrc  was  no  difficulty  which  he 
could  not  have  encountered  with  for- 
titude, had  he  alone  been  concerned; 
but  his  affe^ion  and  regard  for  Mo- 
nimia  were  of  fuch  a  delicate  nature, 
that,  far  from  being  able  to  brar  the 
profpeft  of  her  wanting  the  leaft  con- 
venience, he  could  not  endure  that  (he 
fliould  rulpe6l  her  fituation  coft  him  a 
ir.oment's  perplexity  j  becaufe  he  fore- 
f,:w  it  would  wring  her  gentle  heart 
with  unfpcakable  anguifhand  vexation. 
Thi?,  therefore,  he  endeavoured  to  anti- 
cipate, by  expredions  of  confidence  in 
the  emperor*s  equity,  and  frequent  de- 
clarations touching  the  goodnefs  and 
fecurity  of  that  credit  from  which  he 
derived  his  prefcnt  fubdttence. 


CHAP.    IX. 

ANECDOTES  OF  POVERTY,  AND 
JEXPi^k1M£NTS  for  THE  BENEFIT 
OF  THOSE  WHOM  IT  MAY  CON* 
CERN. 

HI  S  affairs  being  thus  circumftan- 
ced,  it  is  not  to  be  fu^ipofed  that 
he  palltd  hit  lime  in  tranquillity.    Eve* 


rj  day  ulhered  in  new  demands  and 

fre(h  artxiety :  for,  though  his  oecono* 
iriy  wa$  frugal,  it  could  not  be  fop- 
ported  without  monevj  and  now  not 
only  hit  funds  were  draifted,  but  aUb 
his  private  friends  tired  of  reiicring  his 
domeftick  neceflities.  Nay,  the^  b^n 
to  relinquith  his  company,  which  tof- 
m'erlV  (hey  had  coveted ;  and  thole  who 
(lill  favoured  him  with  their  company* 
embittered  that  favour  with  diiagreeable 
advice  mingled  with  impertinent  reproof. 
Tliey  loudly  exclaimed  againft  the  laft 
inftance  of  his  frie»d(hip  for  Fathom  as 
a  piece  of  wro'ng- headed  extravagance, 
wTiich  neither  liis  fortune  could  affoi-dy 
n6r  his  corifcience  excaf^ ;  and  alTedged, 
that  fuch  fpecimens  of  gencrofity  arc 
vicious  in  any  man,  let  his  finances  be 
never  fo  opulent,  if  he  ha*  any  rela- 
tions of  his  own  who  need  his  aiCft- 
aftce;  buf  altogether  fcandaloti^,  not  to 
fay  unjurt,  in  aperfon  who  depends  for 
his  own  fupport  upon  the  favour  of  his 
friendA. 

Thefe  cxpoflulations  did  not  even  re- 
fpefb  the  beauteous,  the  accomplilhedy 
the  gentle -hearted,  the  orphan  Moni- 
mia.  Although  they  owned  her  pcr- 
fe^ionft,  and(jid  not  deny  thatit  would 
bfc  highly  meritorious  in  any  man  of 
fortune  to  make  her  happy,  they  di&n- 
proved  of  Renaldo*s  attachment  to  ilie 
fair  beggar,  madclightof  that  intimate 
union  of  hearts  which  fubfifted  between 
the  two  lovers,  and  which  no  human 
confidcration  could  diffolvej  and  fome 
artiong  them,  in  the  confumraation  of 
their  prudence,  ventured  to  hint  a  pro- 
pofal  of  providing  for  her  in  the  fenrice 
of  forfie  lady  of  fafhion. 

Any  reader  of  fenfibility  will  eafily 
conceive  how  thefe  admonitions  were 
relifhed  by  a  young  gentleman  whofe 
'  pride  was  indomitable,  whole  notions 
of  honour  were  fcrupuloufly  rigid  and 
romantick,  whofc  temper  was  warnD* 
and  whole  love  was  intcnfe.  Every  fuch 
Aiggedion  was  as  a  dagger  to  his  Ibul) 
and  what  rendered  the  torture  moreez- 
quifite,  he  lay  under  obligations  totfaoie 
veiy  perfons,  whofe  feififh  and  fordid 
fentiments  he  difdained  :  fo  that  he  was 
re  I!  lifted  by  gratitude  from  giving  vent 
to  his  indignation  \  and  his  forlorn  cir- 
cumftances  would  not  permit  him  to 
renounce  their  acquaintance.  While  he 
flruggied  with  thefe  mortifications,  his 
wants  grew  more  and  more  importnaate^ 
and  his  creditors  became  clamorous. 

Fatliojni  to  wligm  all  lu»  grievancet 
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were  difcloftd)  laitienttd  hjs  hard  hap 
with  ail  the  demonftrations  of  fym- 
pathy  which  he  could  expert  to  find  in 
iuch  a  zealous  adherent ;  he  upbraided 
himfelf  inceflantly  as  the  caufe  of  his 
patron's  diftrefs  j  took  God  to  witnefs, 
that  be  would  rather  have  perifhed  in 
gaol,  than  have  enjoyed  his  lioerty,  had 
he  known  it  would  have  coft  his  deareil 
friend  and  benefador  one-tenth    part 
of  the  anguifli  he  now  faw  him  fuflfer; 
and,  in  concluHon,  the  fervency  of  his 
affef^ion  flowed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
he  offered  to  beg,  ileal,  or  plunder  on 
thp  highway,  for  Repaldo's  afliftance. 
Certain  it  is,  he  might  have  necol- 
le£ted  a  lefs  difagrccablc  expedient  than 
any  of  thefe,  toaileviate  the  pangs  of  this 
unhappy  lover :  for,  at  that  very  period, 
he  was  poiTefTed  of  m«ney  and  moveables 
to  the  amount  of  a  much  greater  Ibm 
than  that  which  was  neceffary  to  remove 
the  ievercfJ  pangs  of  the  count's  mis- 
fortune.    But,  whether  he  did  not  re - 
fleft  upon  this  refourcc,  or  was  willing 
to  let  Melville  be  better  acquainted  with 
adverfity,  which  is  the  great  fchool  of 
life,  I  ihall  leave  the  reader  to  deter- 
mine.    Yet,  fo  far  was  he  from  fiipply- 
mg  the  wants  of  the  young  Hungai  ian, 
that  he  did  not  fcruple  to  receive  a  ihaje 
ff   the  miferable  pittance  which  that 
gentleman  made  ihift  to  extort  from  the 
complaifance    of   a   few  comp?inions, 
who&  countenance  he  ft  ill  enjoyed. 

_Renaldo*s  life  was  now  become  a  fa- 
crifice  to  the  moft  poignant  diftrefs  j 
almoft  his  whole  time  was  engrolled  by 
a  double  fcheme,  comprehending  his 
efforts  to  render  his  departure  pra^i- 
cable,  and  his  expedients  for  raifing  the 
means  of  daily  bread.  With  regHrd  to 
the  firft,  he  exeiied  hirajelf  amo«g  a 
let  of  merchants,  fome  of  whom  knew 
his  family  and  expe^ations ;  and,  for 
the  laft,  he  was  fain  to  depend  upon  the 
affiftance  of  a  few  intimates,  who  were 
not  in  condition  to  fumifti  him  with 
fums  of  confequence.  Thefe,  how- 
ever, gradually  dropped  off,  on  pretence 
of  friendly  relentment  for  his  indii'creet. 
condud ;  fo  that  he  found  himfclf  naked 
and  deferted  by  all  his  former  compa- 
nions, except  one  gentleman,  with 
whom  he  had  lived  in  the  moft  unre- 
ferved  correfpondence,  as  with  a  perfon 
of  the  warmeft  friend ftiip,  and  the  moft 
unbounded  benevolence :  nay,  he  had 
afhially  experienced  repeated  proofs  of 
hisgenerofityi  and  fuch  weretlie  count's 
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fentiments  of  the  gratitude,  lore,  and 
efleem,  which  were  due  to  the  author  of 
thefe  obligations,  that  he  would  have 
willingly  laid  down  his  own  life  for  his 
interett  or  advantage.     He  had  already 
been  at  different  times  accommodated 
by  this  benefaftor,  with  occafional  fup- 
plies,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  about 
forty  or  fifty  pounds  5  and  fo  fearful 
was  he  of  taxing  any  ftep  by  which  he 
might  forfeit  the  good-will  of  this  gen- 
tleman, that  he  ftruggled  with  unpa- 
ralleled difficulty  and  vexation,  before 
he  could  prevail  upon  himfelf  to  put  hit 
liberality  to  another  proof. 

What  maxims  of  delicacy  will  not 
the  dire  calls  of   neceffity   infringe! 
Reduced  to  the  alternative  of  apply mg 
once  more  to  that  beneficence  which  had 
never  failed  him,  or  of  feeing  Monimia 
flarve,  he  .chofe  the  fii-ft,   as  of   two 
evils,  the  leaft,  and  intrufted   Fathom  ' 
with  a  letter  explaining  the  bitiernefs  of 
his  pafe.     It  was  not  without  trepida- 
tion that  he  received  in  the  evening, 
from  his  meftenger,  an  anfwer  to  this 
billet :  but  what  were  his  pangs  when 
he  learned  the  contents  I    The  gentle- 
man,   after   having  profeffed   himfelf 
Melville's  llncej-e  well- wiiher,  gave  him 
to  underftand,  thr.t  he  was  refblved  for 
the  future  to  detach  himfelf  from  every 
correfpondence  which  would  be  incon- 
venient for  him  to  maintain  j  that  he 
confidercd  his  intimacy  with  the  count 
in  that  light:  yet,  neverthelefs,  if  his 
diftrefs  was  really  as  great  as  he  had 
defcribed  it,  he  would  ftill  contribute 
fomething  towards  his  relief,  and  ac- 
cordingly had  fcnt  by  the  bearer  five 
guineas  for  that  purpofe;  but  defired 
him  to  take  notice,  thaf,  in  Co  doing, 
he  laid  himlelf  under  fome  difHculty. 

Renaldo's  grief  and  mortification  at 
this  dilhppointment  were  unfpeakable) 
he  nowfawdemoliftied  the  laft  Icreen  be- 
twixt him  and  the  extremity  of  indigence 
and  woe  ;  he  beheld  the  miltrefs  of  his 
foul  abandoned  to  the  bleakeft  fcenes  of 
poverty  and  want ;  and  he  deeply  re- 
fen  ted  the  lofty  ftrain  of  the  letter,  by 
which  he  conceived  himfelf  treated  as 
a  worthlefsfpendthrift,  and  importunate 
beggar.  Though  his  purfe  was  cx- 
haultedtothe  lalt  fliiiling;  though  he 
was  furrounded  with  necctftties  and  de- 
mands, and  knew  not  how  to^  provide 
another  meal  for  his  fair  dependant, 
h«,  in  oppofirion  to  all  the  fuggefiions 
and  eicc^uencc  of  Fathom,  diipatched 
R  z  him 
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him  wjth  the  money  and  another  biUet, 
intimating,  in  the  moft  refpeftful  terms, 
that  he  approved  of  his  friend's  new- 
adopted  maxim,  which,  for  the  future, 
he  (hould  always  take  care  to  remember; 
and  that  he  h2id  fent  back  the  laft  in- 
i^ance  of  his  bounty,  as  a  proof  how 
little  he  was  difpofed  to  incommode  his 
benefiiftor. 

This  letter,  though  fincercly  meant, 
and  written  in  a  very  ferious  mood,  the 
gentleman  conddered  as  an  ungrateful 
piece  of  irony}  and  in  that  opinion 
complained  to  feveral  perfons  of  the 
count's  acquaintance,  who  unanimoufly 
exclaimed  againlt  him  as'a  fordid,  un- 
thankful, and  profligate  knave,  that 
abufed  and  reviled  tliofe  very  people 
who  had  generoufly  befriended  him, 
whenever  ihcy  found  it  inconvenient  to 
rourilh  his  extravagance  with  farther 
fupplies.  Notwithltanding  thelc  accu- 
mulated opprefldons,  he  dill  perfevered 
with  fortitude  in  his  endeavours  todif- 
cotanglc  himfelf  from  this  maze  of  mi- 
ifery.  To  thele  he  was  encouraged  by  a 
letter  which  about  this  time  he  received 
from  his  fi(ter,  importing,  that  flie  had 

food  reafon  to  believe  the  real  will  of 
er  father  had  been  fuppreflfed  for  cer- 
tain finitter  views  5  and  defiring  him  to 
haften  his  departure  for  Hungary,  where 
he  would  Ibil  find  fome  friends  who 
were  both  able  and  willing  to  fupport 
his  caufe.  He  had  fome  trinkets  left ; 
the  pawn- brokers  fhop  was  ftill  open  } 
and  hitherto  he  made  fliift  to  conceal 
from  Monimia  the  extent  of  his  aiilic- 
fion. 

The  money-broker  whom  he  employ- 
ed, after  having  amufed  him  with  a  va- 
riety of  fchemes,  which  ferved  no  other 
purpoiethan  that  of  protra6ling  liis  own 
job,  at  length  undeitook  to  make  him 
acquainted  with  a  lit  of  monied  men 
who  had  been  very  adventurous  in  lend- 
ing iums  upon  perfonal  fecurity  j  he  was 
therefore  introduced  to  their  club  in  the 
rnolt  favourable  manner,  after  the  bro- 
ker had  endcavouied  to  prepoflefs  them 
feparatt'ly,  with  magnincent  ideas  of 
his  family  and  fortune.  By  means  of 
this  anticip.ition,  he  was  received  with 
a  manifcit  relaJcation  of  that  feverity 
which  people  of  this  clafs  mingle  in  their 
afpe6ts  to  the  world  in  general,  and 
they  even  vied  with  ca:h  o;her  in  their 
demonlhations  of  hofpitality  and  refpeft ; 
for  every  one  in  particular  looked  upon 


him  as  a  young  heir,  who  would  hlegl 
freely,  and  mortgage  at  cent,  per  cent. 
Renaldo,  buoyed  up  with  thefc  exte- 
rior civilities,  began  to  flatter  himfelf 
withhopesof  fuccefs  J  which,  however, 
were  foon  checked  by  the  nature  of  the 
converfation  j  during  whith  the  chair- 
man upbraided  one  of  the  members  in 
open  club,  for  having  once  lent  forty 
pounds  upon  flight  fecurity :  the  perfoa 
accufed  alledged  in  his  own  defence, 
that  the  borrower  was  his  own  kinfman, 
whofc  funds  he  knew  to  be  fuflicient; 
that  he  had  granted  his  bond,  and  been 
at  the  expence  of  infuring  his  life  fo^ 
the  money;  and,  in  concluHon,  haid 
difcharged  it  to  the  day  with  gi  cat  punc- 
tuality. Thefe  allegations  were  not 
deemed  exculpatory  by  the  reft  of  the 
aflembly,  who  with  one  voice  pronounc- 
ed him  guilty  of  unwarrantable  raflineis 
and  indifcretion,  which,  in  time  coming, 
mult  undoubtedly  operate  to  th«  preju- 
dice of  his  character  and  credit. 

This  was  a  bitter  declaration  to  the 
young  count;  who,  neverthelefs,  endea- 
voured to  improve  the  footing  he  had 
gained  among  them,  by  courting  their 
company,  conforming  to  their  manners, 
and  attentively  li  lining  to  their  difcourfe. 
When  he  had  cultivated  them  with  great 
afliduity  for  the  fpace  of  fome  weeks, 
dined  at  their  houfes  upon  preflTmg  in- 
vitations, and  received  repeated  offers  of 
fervice  and  friendfliip,  believing  that 
things  were  now  ripe  for  the  purpofe, 
he  one  day,  at  a  tavern  to  which  he  ha4 
invited  him  to  dinner,  ventured  to  dif- 
clofe  his  fituation  to  him  whofe  counte- 
nance was  the  lead  unpromiflng;  and 
as  he  introduced  the  bulinefs  with  a  pro- 
pofal  of  borrowing  money,  hepercaved 
his  eyes  fparkle  with  a  vifible  alacrity, 
from  which  he  drew  an  happy  prefage« 
But,  alas !  this  was  no  more  than  a 
tranfient  gleam  of  funfhine,  which  was 
fuddenly  obumbrated  by  the  fequel  of 
his  explanation  ;  infomuch,  that  when 
the  merchant  underftood  the  nature  of 
the  fecurity,  his  vifage  was  involved  in 
a  moft  difagreeable  gloom,  and  his  eyes 
diftorted  into  a  mott  hideous  obliquity 
of  vifion :  indeed,  he  fquintetl  fo  hor- 
ribly, that  Renaldo  was  amazed  and 
almolt  aifii^hted  at  his  looks,  until  he 
perceived  that  this  dillortion  proceeded 
from  concern  for  a  diver  tobacco-box 
which  he  had  laid  down  by  him  on  the 
tablcj  after  having  filled  his  pipe:  as 

the 
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t^e  youth  proceeded  to  unfold <his  necef- 
fiticsy  the  other  became  gradually  alarm- 
ed for  this  uteniil,  to  which  he  darted 
his  eyes  alkance  in  this  preternatural 
dired^ion,  until  he  had  flily  fecured  it  m 
his  pocket. 

Having  made  this  fuccefsfui  convey- 
ance, he  fliifted  his  eyes  alternately 
from  the  young  gentleman  to  the  broker, 
for  a  cohliderable  paufe,  during  whicli 
he  in  filence  reproached  the  lail  for  in- 
troducing fuch  a  beggerly  varlet  to  his 
acquaintance;  then  taking  the  pipe  from 
his  mouth,  '  Sir,*  faid  he,  addreHIng 
himfelf  to  the  count,  '  if  I  had  all  the 

*  inclination  in  the  world  to  comply 

*  with  your  propofal,  it  is  really  not  in 

*  my  power :  my  correfpon dents  abroad 

*  have  remitted  fuch  a  number  of  b;)d 

*  bills  of  late,  that  all  my  running  ca(h 
f  hatk  been   exhauited   in  fupporting 

*  their  credit. — Mr.  Ferret,  fure  I  am, 

*  you  was  not  ignorant  of  my  fituationj 
<  ^nd  I  am  not  a  little  fui  prized  that  you 

*  (bould  bring  the  gentleman  to  mc  on 
f  buiinefs  of  this  Icind  *    but,  as  the 

*  wife  man  obferves,  Bray  a  fool  in  a 

*  mortar >i  and  he  II  iwver  be  'wifeJ'  So 
faying,  with  a  moft  emphatick  glance 
dirked  to  the  broker,  he  rung  the  bell, 
and  called  for  the  reckoning;  when  find- 
log  that  he  was  to  be  the  gueft  of  Renal- 
do,  he  thanked  him  drily  for  his  good 
cheer,  and  in  ap  abrupt  manner  took 
himfelf  away. 

Though  baffled  in*  this  quarter,  the 
¥Oun^  gentleman  would  not  defpair ; 
but  forthwith  employed  Mr.  Ferret  in 
an  application  to  another  of  the  fociety ; 
who,  after  having  heard  the  terms  of 
his  comrainion,  defired  him  to  tell  his 
principal,  that  he  could  do  nothing 
without  the  concurrence  of  his  partner, 
who  happened  to  be  at  that  time  in  one 
of  our  American  plantations ;  a  third 
being  folicited,  excufed  himfelf  on  ac- 
count of  an  oath  which  he  had  lately 
taken  on  the  back  of  a  confiderable  iof^; 
a  fourth  being  tried,  macJeanfwer,  that 
it  wa^  not  in  his  way;  and  a  Hfth  can- 
didly owned,  that  he  never  lent  money 
without  proper  fecuriiy. 

Thus  the  forlorn  Renaldo  tried  every 
ej^riment  ^^ithout  iuccefs,  and  now 
faw  the  laft  ray  of  hope  extinguilhed. 
Well  nigh  deilitute  pf  prefent  iupport, 
and  encompaifed  with  unrelenting  duns, 
he  was  obliged  to  keep  within  doors, 
and  feek  fonie  comfort  in  the  converfa- 
tion  of  his  charmiog  miHrei's,  and  his 
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faithful  friend :  yet  even  there  he  expe- 
rienced the  extremefl  rigour  of  adverlie 
fate.  £very  rap  at  the  door  alarmed  him 
with  the  expectation  of  fome  noily 
tradcfman  demanding  payment)  whe^ 
he  endeavoured  to  amufe  himfelf  with 
drawing,  ibme  unlucky  feature  of  the 
occafiuiial  |K>rtrait  recalled  th^  image  of 
an  obdurate  creditor,  and  made  him 
tremble  at  the  woik  of  his  own  handt* 
When  he  fled  for  ilielter  to  the  flattering 
creation  of  fancy,  fome  abhorred  idea 
always  ftarted  up  amidft  the  gay  vifion^ 
and  dilfolved  the  plcafing  enchantment. 
Even  the  fernphick  voice  of  Monimia 
had  no  longer  power  to  compoie  the 
anxious  tumults  of  his  mind :  every 
fong  Hie  warbled,  every  tune  flie  playeo^ 
recalled  to  his  remembrance  fome  fcene 
o\  love  and  happinefs  elapfcd,  and  over- 
whehned  his  ioui  with  the  woeful  com- 
parilyn  of  palt  and  prefent  fare.  He  faw 
all  that  was  amiable  and  perfcA  in  wo- 
man, all  that  he  held  molt  dear  and  fa- 
cred  upon  earth,  toiteiingon  the  brink 
of  milcry,  without  knowing  the  danger 
of  her  lit  nation,  and  found  himielf  ui^- 
able  to  prevent  her  fall,  or  even  to  fore- 
warn her  of  the  peril ;  for,  as  we  have 
already  ohferved,  his  foul  could  not 
brook  the  thought  of  communicating  the 
tidings  of  dilheis  to  the  tender- hearted 
Monimia. 


CHAP.    X, 

RENALDO'S      DISTRESS       DEEPEN?, 
AND  fathom's  plot  THICKENS. 

SUCH  aggravated  misfortune  could 
not  fail  to  affect  his  temper  and 
deportment :  the  continual  efl'oits  he 
made  to  conceal  his  vexation  produced 
a  man i felt  dillra^ion  in  his  behaviciu- 
and  difcourfe.  He  began  to  be  fcized 
with  horror  at  the  fight  of  poor  Moni- 
mia, whom  he  therefore  fliunncd  as 
much  as  the  circumllarjces  of  their  cor- 
rLfpoutlcncc  would  allow;  and  cvciy 
evenint>  he  went  foith  alone  to  lo me  16- 
liiajy  pKice.whcje  he  could, unpcrceived, 
give  a  K)ale  to  the  tranfports  oi  his  for- 
row,  and  in  fjlence  meditate  fome  means 
to  lighten  the  burden  of  his  woe.  His 
lieait  was  fomeiimes  fo  fava|:ed  with 
dcipair,  which  icprefcnted  mankind  as 
his  invet'-Mute  cncn:ies,  that  he  entertain- 
ed thoughts  of  denouncing  war  again jl 
the  whole  conununit^,  and  fupplying 

his 
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Iiw  own  wants  wi^h  the  fpoils  he  fhould 
win  :  at  other  times  he  was  tempted  with 
the  defire  of  putting  an  end  to  bis  mife- 
ries  and  life  together :  yet  thefe  were 
but  the  tranfitory  fuggeftions  of  tempo- 
fsry  madnefs,  that  Toon  yielded  to  the 
didates  of  reafon.  From  the  execution 
of  the  firft  he  was  reftrained  by  his  own 
notions  of  honour  and  morality;  and 
from  ufing  the  other  expedient,  he  was 
cieterred  by  his  love  for  Monimia,  toge- 
ther with  the  motives  of  philofophy  and 
feligioD. 

While  in  this  manner  he  fecretly 
nurfed  the  worm  of  grief  that  preyed 
upon  his  vitals,  the  alteration  in  his 
countenance  and  conduct  did  not  efcape 
the  eyes  of  that  difceming  young  lady. 
She  was  alarmed  at  the  change,  yet  a- 
fraid  to  enquire  into  thefource  of  it;  for, 
being  ignorant  of  his  diftrefs,  (he  could 
impute  it  to  no  caule  in  which  her  happi- 
vd's  was  not  deeply  interefted.  She  had 
obferved  his  drained  complaifance  and 
extraordinary  emotion  :  (he  had  detefled 
hira  in  repeated  attempts  to  avoid  her 
company,  and  taken  notice  of  his  regu- 
lar excurfions  in  the  dark.  Thefe  were 
alarming  fymptoms  to  a  lover  of  her  de- 
li<^acy  and  pride :  (he  ftrove  in  vain  to 
put  the  moft,  favourable  conftiii^ion  on 
what  (he  faw ;  and  finally,  imputed  the 
cfFe6ls  of  his  defpondence  to  the  aliena- 
tion of  his  heart.  Made  mil'erable  be- 
yond expreflion  by  thefe  fufpicions,  (he 
imparted  ihem  to  Faihom,  who  by  this 
time  was  in  full  polledion  of  her  confi- 
dence and  etteem,  and  implored  his  ad- 
vice touching  her  con(iu6i  in  iiich  a  nice 
conjuncture^ 

This  artful  politician,  who  rejoiced 
at  the  eifeCl  of  her  penetration,  no 
fooner  heard  himfeif  queilioned  on  the 
fubjedt,  than  he  gave  tokens  of  furprize 
and  confufion,  fignil'ying  his  concern  to 
find  (ht  had  dilcovered  what  (for  the 
honour  of  his  friend)  he  wi(hed  had 
never  come  to  light.  His  behaviour 
on  this  occafion  confirmed  her  fatal 
conjcfturc  ;  and  Ihc  conjured  him  in  the 
mott  pathetick  manner  to  tell  her  if  he 
thought  Renaido's  heart  had  contrafted 
any  new  engagement.  At  this  quellion 
he  ftartcd  v/ith  figns  of  extreme  agita- 
tion; and,  ftifling  an  arti(icial  ligh^ 
♦.  Sure,  Madam/  faid  he,  *  you  cannot 

*  doubt  the  count's  conftancy  1  I  aoi 
'  confident— he  is  certainly — I  proteft, 

*  Madam,  I  am  lb  (hocked 

HeK  he  madt  a  full  paui^^  as  if  the 


conflift  between  his  integrity  and  bis 
friendfhip  would  not  allow  him  to  ptro- 
ceed,  and  Aimmoncd  the  moifture  into 
cither  eye.  <  Then  are  my  doubts  rc- 
'  moved  !*  cried  the  afili^led  Monimia  i 

<  I  fee  your  candpyr  in  tbe  mt^ft  of 

*  your  attachment  to  Renalde;  and  will 

*  no  longer  torment  you  with  iniperti- 

*  nent  interrogations  and  vain  com- 

<  plaints  r  With  thefe  words,  a  flood 
of  tears  gufhed  from  her  encbaptin^ 
eyes,  and  (he  inftantlv  withdrew  into 
her  own  apartment,  where  (he  indiilge4 
her  forrow  to  excefs.  Nor  was  her  gri^f 
unaniroated  with  refentment.  She  was 
by  birth,  nature, and  education,  infpired 
with  that  dignity  of  pride  which  enno- 
bles the  human  heart ;  and  this,  by  tbe 
circumftance  of  her  prefent  dependapce, 
was  rendered  extremely  jealous  t^jnd  fu- 
fceptible;  infomych  that  (he  cotfjd  not 
brook  the  ieaft  (hadow  of  indiflere&ce, 
muchlefsan  injury  of  fuch  a  nature,from 
the  man  whom  (he  had  honoured  with 
her  afFe6lions,  and  foi-  whom  (he  had 
difobliged  and  deierted  her  family  ai^d 
friends. 

Though  her  love  was  fo  unaltenibfT 
fixed  on  this  unhappy  youth,  that  with- 
out the  continuation  of^  reciprocal  regard 
her  life  would  have  become  an  unfup- 
portable  burden,  even  amidft  all  tbe 
fplendor  of  affluence  and  pomp;  and 
although  (lie  forefaw,  that  when  his  pro- 
te^lion  (hould  ceaie,  (be  muft  be  left -a 
wretched  orphan  in  a  foreign  land,  ex- 
|>ofed  to  ail  the  miferies  of^  want ;  ydt, 
fuch  was  the  loftinefs  of  her  difpleafure, 
that  (he  difdained  to  complafn,  «r  even 
demand  an  explanation  from  die  fup- 
pofed  author  of  her  wrongs. 

While  (be  continued  undetermiBed 
in  her  purpofe,  and  fludnating  on  thU 
fea  of  torture.  Fathom,  believing  that 
now  was  the  feafon  for  working  npofi 
lier  pafTions,  while  they  were  all  in  com- 
motion, became,  if  poflible,  more  affi- 
duous  than  ever  about  the  fair  mourner^ 
modelled  his  features  into  a  melancho- 
ly cai(,  pretended  to  (hare  her  diftrefs 
with  the  mod  emphatick  fympatby,  and 
endeavoured  to  keep  her  refentmexit 
glowing  by  cunning  infmuations^  whicb» 
though  apparently  defigned  to  apologize 
for  his  friend,  ferved  only  to  aggravata 
the  guilt  of  his  perfidy  and  diAonoor. 
This  pretext  of  friendly  concern,  is  the 
mof^  effeftual  vehicle  for  the  conveyance 
of  malice  and  dander ;  and  a  man's  re- 
putation is  never  £q  n^prtally  fiabbed. 
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%l  when  theafiaflfin  b«gina  with  the  pre* 
ambfe  of,  «  For  my  own  part,  I  can 

<  faifefy  fay,  that  no  man  upon  earth 
'  hai  a  greater  regard  for  him  than  I 

*  have,  and  it  is  with  the  utmoft  an- 
'  gui(h  and  concern  that  I  fee  him  mir* 
'  behave  in  fuch  a  manner/  Then  he 
proceeds  to  mangle  his  character  $  and 
the  good-natured  hearers  concluding  he 
is  even  blacker  than  he  is  reprefented, 
on  the  fuppofition  ^that  the  moft  atro> 
Clous  circumftances  are  foftened  or  fup- 
preffed  by  the  tendemefs  or  friendlhip 
pf  the  accufer,  exclaim,    «  Good  lack ! 

<  what  a  wretch  he  mu(t  be,  when  his 

*  beft  friends  will  no  longer  attempt  to 

*  defend  him !'  Nav,  fometimes  thcfc 
well-wifhers  undertake  his  defence,  and 
treacKeroufly  betray  the  caufe  they  have 
efpoufed,  by  omitting  the  reafons  that 
maybe  urged  in  his  vindication. 

Both  thefe  methods  were  praAifed  by 
the  wily  Ferdinand,  according  to  the 
predommant  paflton  of  Monimta :  when 
ber  indignation  prevailed,  he  expatiated 
upon  his  love  and  (ihcere  regard  for  Re- 
naldo,  which,  he  fald.  bad  grown  up 
from  the  cradle,  t6  fuch  a  degree  of  fci- 
Tour,  that  he  would  willingly  part  with 
fife  for  his  advantage.  He  died  tears. 
for  his  apoftacy  )  but  every  drop  made 
an  indelible  ftain  upon  his  character  ^ 
and,  in  the  bitrernefs  of  his  grief,  fwore, 
notwithftanding  his  fondnels  for  Renal- 
do,  which  had  become  a  part  of  his 
conftitutjon,  that  the  young  Hungarian 
defer  vcd  the  mo  ft  Infamous  deiliny,  for 
having  injured  fuch  perfe£lion.  At 
other  times,  when  he  found  her  melted 
into  filent  forrow,  he  affected  to  excufe 
the  condu^l  of  his  friend.  He  informed 
her,  that  the  young  gentleman's  temper 
had  been  uneven  from  his  infancy  j 
that  frailty  was  natural  to  man  i  that 
he  might  m  time  be  reclaimed  by  felf- 
conviSion^  he  even  hinted,  that  (he 
might  have  probablv  afcribed  to  incon- 
ftancy  what  was  really  the  effe£b  of  fome 
chagrin  which  he  induHrioufly  concealed 
from  his  participations  but,  when  he 
found  her  difpoled  to  liften  to  this  laft 
fuggeftion,  he  deftroyed  the  force  of  it, 
by  rtcoUe^ling  the  circumftances  of  his 
noAurnal  rambles,  which,  he  owned, 
would  admit  of  no  favourable  con- 
ilru6lion. 

By  thele  means  he  blew  the  coals  of 
her  jeatoufy,  and  inhanced  the  value  of 
his  own  chamber,  at  the  fame  time ;  for 
f»  looked  upon  him  as  a  mirror  of  faith 


and  integrity;  and  the  mind  being  over* 
charged  with  woe,  naturally  ieeks  fom« 
confident,  upon  whofe  fympathy  it  can 
repofeitfelf :  indeed,  bis  great  aim  was, 
to  make  himfelf  necelTary  to  her  aiBic- 
tion,  and  /cttlc  a  goffiping  correfpond- 
ence,  in  the  familiarity  of  which  he 
hoped  his  purpofe  would  certainly  be 
anfwered. 

Yet  the  exertion  of  thefe  talents  was 
not  limited  to  her  alone.  While  be  laid 
thefe  trains  for  the  hapiefs  young  lady, 
he  was  preparing  fnares  of  another  kind 
f6r  her  unfufpcfting  lover,  who  ^for  the 
completion  ot  his  mifery }  about  this  time 
began  to  perceive  marks  of  difquiet  and 
dif'pleafure  in  the  countenance  and  de« 
portment  of  his  adored  Monimia :  for^ 
that  young  lady,  in  the  mid  ft  of  her  grief^ 
remembered  her  origin,  and  over  her  vex-^ 
ation  affe^led  to  throw  a  veil  of  tranquil- 
lity which  ferved  only  to  give  an  air  of 
diiguft  to  her  internal  difturbance. 

Renaido,  whofe  patience  and  philo^ 
fophy  were  barely  fufficicnt  to  bear  the 
load  of  his  other  evils,  would  have  been- 
quite  overwhelmed  with  the  additional 
burden  of  Monimia's  woe,  if  it  had  not 
afTumed  this  appearance  of  difefteem^ 
which,  as  he  knew  he  had  not  deferved 
it,  brought  his  rei'entment  td  his  aflfift^ 
ancc :  yet  this  was  but  a  wretched  cor- 
dial to  fupport  him  againft  the  baleful 
reflections  that  affaulted  him  from  every 
quarter  J  it  operated  like  thofe  defperate 
remedies,  which,  while  they  ftimulate 
exhaufted  nature,  help  to  deftroy  the 
very  fundamentals  of  the  conftitution* 
He  reviewed  his  own  conduft  with  the 
utmoft  feverity,  and  could  not  rccolle6l 
one  circumftance  which  could  juftly  of- 
fend the  idol  of  his  foul.  The  more 
blamclefs  he  appeared  to  himfelf  in  this 
examination,  the  lefs  excu fable  did  her 
behaviour  appear.  He  tafked  his  pene- 
tration to  diicover  the  caufe  of  this  al- 
teration J  he  burned  with  impatience  to 
know  it  I  his  difceinment  failed  him; 
and  he  was  afraid  (though  he  knew  not 
why)  to  demand  an  explanation.  His 
thoughts  were  fo  circumftanced,  that  he 
durft  not  even  unbofom  himfelf  to  Fa- 
thom, though  his  own  virtue  and  friend- 
fhiprefifted  thofe  fcntimcnts  that  began 
to  intrude  upon  his  mind,  with  fug- 
geftions  to  the  prejudice  of  our  adven- 
turer's fidelity. 

Neverthelefs,  unable  to  endure  the 
torments  of  fuch  interefting  fufpenfe,  he 
at  Icnj^th  made  an  effort  to  expoflulate 

with 
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with  the  fair  or{)Ti3n  ;  and  in  an  abrupt 
addrefs,  thtf  efFt^  of  his  fear  and  ton-  * 
fufion,  begged  to  know  if  he  had  inad- 
TCitently  done  any  "ihing  to  incur  her[ 
difpieafure.  Monimia  hearing  herfelf* 
bluntly  accofted  in  this  unufual  ftrain, 
after  repeated  hiltanccs  of  his  referve 
and  fuppoftdinconftancyV  conlidered  the 
quedion  as  a  ficfh  infulti  and  liimmon-' 
Lag  her  whole  prideto  her  afflflancr,  re- 
plied with  aflfc6\ed  tranqvitllity,  or  i-a-' 
therwithan  aii;  of  fcorn,  that  fhe  had 
no  title  to  judge,  neither  did  fhe  pre- 
tend to  condeinti  his  condu6V.  This* 
anfwer,  fo  wid^  of  that  tendemefs  and^ 
Qoncpm  which  had  hithcito  manifeftcd' 
itfelf  in  the  difpofition  of  his  amiable' 
miftrefSy  deprived  him  of  all  powtr  to 
ffUTf  on  the  converfation,  and  he  re-' 
tired  with  a  low  .bb'w,  fully  convinced 
of  his  having  irretrievably  lolt  the  place 
be  had  pofftffedin  lieratfeftion  ;  for,  to* 
bis  imaginatioi^  warped  and  blirtded  by 
his' misfortunes,  her  demrfanor  feemed 
fraught,  not  with  a  tranfient  gleam  of 
anger»  which  a  refpe6lful  lover  would 
Ibon  have  appeafedi  but  with  that  coni 
tempt  and  indiflference  which  denote '  a* 
tptal  abfence  of  aflfe6lion  and  efteem. 
She,  on  the  other  h^nd,  mifconftrued' 
his  fudden  rstreaf;  and  now  they  beheld' 
the  aflions  of  each  other  through  the 
£alfe'medium  of  prejudice  and  resent- 
ment. To  fuch  fatal  mifunderftand-- 
ings.  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  whole 
families  often  fall  a  facriftce. 


CHAP.     XI. 

OUR  ADVENTURER  BECOMES  AB- 
SOLUTE IN  HIS  POWER  OVERTHE 
PASSIONS  OF  HIS  FRIEND;  AND 
EFFECTS  ONE  HALF  OF  HIS   AIM. 

INFLUENCED  by  this  dire  mif- 
take,  the  brearts  of  thofe  unhappy 
lovers  began  to  be  invaded  with  the 
horrors  ot  jealouiys  the  tender  heaited 
Monimia  endeavoured  to  devour  her 
griefs  in  filencc;  (he  in  fecret  bemoaned 
her  forlorn  fate  without  ceafingj  her 
tears  flowed  without  intermiiTion  from 
night  to  morn,  and  from  morn  to  night: 
fl)c  fought  not  to  know  the  obj.^ft  for 
which  fhe  w&s  forfaken  ;  (he  meant  not 
to  upbraid  her  undoer ;  her  aim  was  to 
find  a  fequeftered  corner,  in  which  (he 
could  indulge  her  (brrow;  where  Ihe 
could  brood  over  the  melancholy  re- 


membrance of  her  former  felicity«  wfacf^ 
(he  could  recollect  thofe  happy  icenet 
(he  had  enjoyed  un^e'r  the  wings  of  her 
indulgent  parents,  when  her  v^iole  life 
was  u  revolution  of  pleaTures^and  (he  was 
furrcunded  .with  aiHucnce,  pomp,  and 
admiration ;  where  (he  couId»  unmo- 
lefted,  dwell  upon  the  wretched  com* 
parifon  between  her  pail  and  prefent 
condition^  and  painty  every,  circumllance 
of  her  mifery  in  the  muft  aggravating 
eblourj!,  that  they  might  make  the  d^per' 
impreiilon  upon  her  iliind,  and  the  more 
ibcedily  contribute  to  that  diilblution^ 
for  which  (he  ardently  \vi(hedj  as  a  to-, 
tal  relcalc  from  woe.    ' 

Auiidft.thefe  pining,  (he  began  to 
loath  all  i^ftenance }  ner  cheeks  grew 
wan,  her  bright  eyes  loll  thcit  fplendor, 
tile  rofes  vani(hed  from  her  lips,  and  her 
delicate  limbs  could  hardly  fupport  their 
burden ;  in  a  word,  her  fole  confola* 
tion  was  limited  to  the  profpe6l  of  de- 
poHting  her  forrovvs  in  the  grave  ;  and 
her  only  wiHi  was  to  procuie  a  retreat 
in  which  (he  might  wait  with  religna- 
tion  for  that  happy  period.  Yet  this 
melancholy  comfort  (ne' could  not  ob- 
tain without  the  advice  and  mediatioa 
of  Fathom,  whom  die  therefore  ftill  con* 
tinned  to  fee  and  confult.  While  thefe 
confultations  were  held,  Renaldo^s  bo- 
fom  was  ravaged  with  tempeits  of  rage 
and  di(h-a£lion.  He  believed  himfeif 
fuper(bded  in  the  affection  of  his  mif- 
trefs,  by  fome  favoured  rival,  who(e 
fuccefs  rankled  at  his  foul ;  and  though 
he  fcarcedurd  communicate  the  fufpicion 
to  his  own  heart,  his  obfervation  con- 
tinually whifpercd  to  him,  that  he  was 
fupplanted  by  hi's  friend  Fathom  5  for 
Monimia  was  totally  detached  from  the 
converfation  of  cveiy  other  man^  and 
he  had  of  late  noted  their  intercourfe 
with  diftempered  eyes. 

Thefe  coofideiations  fometime^  tranf- 
ported  him  to  fuch  a  degree  of  frenzy, 
that  he  was  tempted  to  facrifice  them 
both,  as  traitors  to  gratitude,  friend- 
(liip,  and  love ;  but  fuch  deliriums  fbon 
vanifhed  before  his  honour  and  humani- 
ty. He  would  not  allow  himfeif  to 
think  amifs  of  Ferdinand,  until  fome 
undoubted  mark  of  his  guilt  (hould 
appear;  and  this  was  fo  far  from  being 
the  cafe,  that  hitherto  there  was  fcarce 
a  prelum ption.  *  On  the  contrary/  faid 
he  to  himfeif,  *  I  am  hourly  receiving 
'  proofs,  of  his  fympathy  and  attach* 
*  raent:  not  but  that  he  may  be  the 
*  innocent 
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«  iMoOMt  cfuft  iff  my  ituftip.    Hii 

*  f«|peritxr  quaiifi^itioDt  mtyht?e  at* 
<  tniAed  the  eye,  and  engaged  the  heart, 
'  of  that  inconftatit  fair,  without  hia 

*  beifig  fenfifole  of  the  viftory  he  haa 
'  w<mi  or,   t«rhapt,  (hocked  at  the 

*  conq«ef(  he  bath  tiiiwilltngly  made^ 

*  he  difteurages  her  advance*,  tries  to 
'  reaibn  down  her  unjuftifiable  paflion, 
'  aod  in  ^e  toean  thne  conceaii  fit>fn 

*  me  the  pertktilars,  otit  of  regard  fo 

*  mv  happineft  and  quiet/ 

Undercover  of  thefe  favovrahle  con- 
je^^nnea,  our  adventurer  fecureiy  pro- 
Ihcuted  hia  fcheme  upon  the  unfbitu- 
Bate  Monionia.  He  dedicated  himfelf 
wholly  to  her  fitvice  and  converfation, 
except  at  thofe  times  when  hia  company 
was  requeued  by  Renaldo,  who  new 
very  feklom  exa^ed  his  attendance.  In 
hiji  miniftry  about  the  perfen  of  the 
beauteous  crphan,  this  cunning  incen* 
diary  mingled  fiich  awful  regard,  fuch 
melting  compaflBbn,  as  effedtually  fereen- 
ed  him  from  the  fofplcion  of  treachery, 
while  he  widened  the  fatal  breach  be- 
tween her  and  her  lover,  by  the  moft  di- 
abolical infinuations.  He  reprelented 
his  friend  as  a  voluptuary,  who  grriti- 
(ied  his  own  appetite  without  the  lead 
regard  to  honour  or  conference  j  and, 
with  athewof  infinite  rriuCt^noe,  im- 
parted Came  anecdotes  of  his  (enfuality, 
which  he  bad  feigned  for  the  purpofe  3 
then  he  would  exclaim  in  an  affefted 
tranfport,  •  Gracious  Heaven  I  is  it  pof- 

*  fibie  for  any  man  who  has  the  leaft 

*  title  to  perception  or  humanity,  to  in- 

*  jure  fuch  innocence  and  perfection  f 
'  For  my  own  part,  had  I  been  fo  un- 

*  defervedly  happy-heaven  and  earth  ! 

*  Forgive  my  traufports,  Madam }  I 
'  cannot  help  feemg  and  admiring  fuch 

*  divifVe  attnfllons !  1  cannot  help  re- 
<  fenting  your  wrongs :  it  is  the  caufe 
«  of  virtue  I  efpoufe  ;  it  ought  to  be  the 

*  caufe  of  every  honeft  man.' 

He  had  often  repeated  fuch  apoftrophet 
as  thefe,  which  fne  afcribed  to  nothing 
elle  than  flieer  benevolence  and  virtuous 
indignation,  and  aAually  began  tatbink 
he  had  made  fbme  impteflion  upan  her 
lieart;  not  that  he  now  entertained  the 
Itope  of  an  immediate  triumph  over  her 
chaftity.  The  more  he  confcmplatod 
her  chara£ler,  the  more  dilKcuh  the  eon- 
queft  Teemed  to  be ;  he  tberefoie  altered 
fiis  plan,  and  refolved  to  carry  on  ^>s 
jpperatioDa  under  the  fhelter  of  honour- 
tmc  ffopfidti  f^cdetiisf  4haA  a  wif«  <|f 


htr  ooalifiM^ionty  if  properiy  iliartaged» 
would  turn  greatly  to  the  acoMBt  of  tba 
hufband  |  or  if  her  virtue  (tmM  prove 
refraftory,  that  he  could  at  tnV;  time 
rid  himfelf  of  the  incumbrance,  oy  de* 
camping  without  beat  of  drum,  after 
be  fhould  be  cloyed  with  poflfeffion* 

£levatcd  by  thefe  expeAatloos,  hr» 
one  day,  in  the  midft  of  a  preconcerted 
rhapfbdy,  importing  that  he  could  no 
longer  conceal  the  fire  that  preyed'upon 
his  heart,  threw  himfelf  on  hia  kneea 
before  the  lovely  mourner,  and  iin-- 
prinred  a  k.ifs  on  her  fair  hand.  Though 
he  did  not  prefume  to  take  this  liberty, 
till  after  fuch  preparation  as  he  thougnt- 
had  altogether  extinguiihed  her  regard 
for  Melville,  and  paved  the  wajr  for  hia 
own  reception  in  room  of  that  difcarded 
lover  (  he  had  fo  far  ovedhot  his  mark* 
that  Monimia,  inftead  of  favouring  hit 
declaration,  itarted  up  and  retired  \m 
filence,  her  cheeks  glowing  with  fliamef 
and  her  eyes  gleaming  with  indignation* 

Ferdinand  no  ic>oner  recovered  from 
the  confttfion  produced  by  this  unex- 
ptBtd  repulfe,  than  he  (aw  the  neceflity 
of  coming  to  a  fpeedy  determination* 
left  the  o&nded  fair-one  iliould  appeal 
to  Renaldo,  in  which  ca(e  they  might 
be  mutually  undeceived,  to  his  utter 
(hame  and  confnfion  $  he  therefore  re« 
folved  to  deprecate  her  anger,  by  hum* 
ble  fupplications,  and  by  proteftittt;  that 
whatever  tortures  he  might  fufler  by 
foppre<fin^  bis  fentiments,  die  fliould 
never  agam  be  offimded  with  a  dedt^ 
ration  of  his  paifion. 

Having  thus  appeafed  the  gentle  Mo* 
niroia,  and  difcovered  that  in  ipite  of 
her  refcntment  his  friend  ftiU  kept  pof* 
feilion  of  her  heart,  he  determmed  ta 
work  an  elPeAual  reparation,  fo  as  ijiat 
the  young  lady,  being  utterly  deiertcd 
by  Melville,  iliould  be  left  altogether 
in  his  power.  With  this  Chriliian  in« 
tention,  he  be^an  to  fadden  his  vU^re 
with  a  double  made  of  penfive  melan- 
choly, in  the  pwfenoe  of  Renaldo ;  to 
Hide  a  fucce$Qn  of  involuntary  figha^ 
to  anfwer  from  the  purpofe ;  to  be  inco* 
herent  in  his  difcourfi;  j  and,  in  a  wo;d, 
to  a^  the  part  of  a  perfon  wrapt  up  in 
£)rrowfuI  cogitation. 

Couat  Melville,  foon  as  he  perceiv<)d 
thefe  fymptoras,  very  icindiy  enquired 
into  the  caufe  of  them,  and  was  not  a 
little  alarmed  to  hear  the  artful  and«v4- 
4ve  Mfwers  of  Ferdinand  }  who,  with- 
Mtt  difciofiag  ibeiburce  oi  his  difquii^, 
$  eaiiKftly 
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earneftly  begged  letye  to  retire  into  Conie 
<Mher  corner  of  the  wor)d.  Rouzed  by 
this  intreaty,  the  Hungarian's  jealoufy 
awoke,  and  with  violent  agitation  he 
exclaimed :    *  Then  are  my  fears  too 

*  true  I  My  dear  Fathom,   I  compre- 

<  hend  the  meaning  of  your  requeft. 

*  I  have  for  fome  time  perceived  an  holl 

*  of  horrors  approaching  from  that  quar* 

*  ter.     I  know  your  worth  and  honour. 

*  I  depend  upon  your  friend fhip;  and 

*  conjure  you  by  ail  the  ties  of  it,  to 

*  free  me  at  once  from  the  moft  mife- 

<  rable  fufpenfe,  by  owning  you  have 

*  involuntarily  captivated  the  heart  of 
«  that  unhappy  maiden?' 

To  this  folemn  interrogation  he  made 
no  reply ;  but  (bedding  a  flood  of  tears, 
(of  which  he  had  always  a  mapzine 
at  command)  he  repeated  his  deiire  of 
withdrawing ;  and  took  God  to  witnefs, 
that  what  he  propofed  was  foleiy  for  the 
quiet  of  his  honoured  patron  and  be- 
loved friend.  *  Enough  !*  cried  the  un- 
fortunate Renaldo ;  *  the  mcafure  of  my 

*  woes  is  now  filled  up.'  So  faying, 
he  fell  backwards  in  a  fwoon,  from 
which  he  viras  with  difficulty  recovered 
to  the  fenfation  of  the  moft  exquifite  tor- 
ments. During  this  paroxifm,  our  ad- 
venturer nuried  him  with  infinite  care 
and  tendemefs }  he  exhorted  him  to  fum- 
mon  all  his  fortitude  to  his  affiftancej 
to  remember  his  fore* fathers,  and  ex- 
ert himfelf  in  the  imitation  of  their 
virtues }  to  fly  from  thofe  bewitching 
charms  which  had  enflaved  his  better 
part }  to  retrieve  his  peace  of  mind,  by 
refleiving  on  the  inconftancy  and  ingra- 
titude of  woman,  and  amufe  his  ima- 
gination in  the  purfuit  of  honour  and 
glory. 

After  thefe  admonitions,  he  amufed 
his  ears  with  a  forged  detail  of  the  gra- 
dual advances  made  to  him  by  Moni- 
mi  a,  and  the  fteps  he  had  taken  to  dif- 
courage  her  addrefles,  and  re-eftabiifli 
her  virtue ;  poifbning  the  mind  of  that 
credulous  youth  to  luch  a  degree,  that 
in  all  probability  he  would  have  put  a 
fatal  period  to  his  own  cxillence,  bad 
not  Fathom  found  means  to  allay  the 
rage  of  his  extafy,  by  the  cunning  ar- 
rangement of  oppofite  confidcrations. 
He  fet  bis  pride  againft  his  love;  he  op- 
pofed  his  refentraent  to  his  fonow,  and 
his  ambition  to  his  deftiair.  Notwith- 
ftandiiig  the  balance  ofpower,  fo  fettled 
among  thefe  anUgonifts,  fo  violent  were 
the  fliocks  of  theii-  iuccefllve  confli^j 


that  his  hciom  hrtd  like  a  wretched 
province,  harafled,  depopulated,  and  laid 
walle,  by  two  fierce  contending  armies. 
From  this  moment  his  life  was  nothing 
but  an  alternation  of  ftarts  and  reveries; 
he  w^t  and  raved  by  turns,  according 
to  the  prevailing  guft  of  pafllon;  food 
became  a  ftranger  to  his  lips,  and  fleep 
td  his  eye-lids;  he  could  not  fiipport 
the  prefence  of  Monimia  }  her  abfence 
increafed  the  torture  of  his  pangs ;  and 
when  he  met  her  by  accident,  he  ftartcd 
back  with  honor,  like  a  traveller  who 
chances  to  tread  upon  a  fnake. 

The  poor  affii6led  orphan,  worn  to  a 
fhadow  with  felf-confuming  anguifh, 
eager  to  find  fome  lowly  retreat,  where 
(he  could  breathe  out  her  foul  in  peace, 
and  terrified  at  the  frantick  behaviour 
of  Renaldo,  communicated  to  Fathom 
herdenreof  removing,  and  begged  that 
he  would  take  a  fmall  piflure  of  her 
father,  decorated  with  diamonds,  and 
convert  them  into  money »  for  the  ex - 
pence  of  her  fubfiftence.  This  was  the 
laft  pledge  of  her  family,  which  flie  bad 
received  from  her  mother,  who  had 
preferved  it  in  the  mid  ft  of  numberiefs 
diftrefles ;  and  no  other  fpecies  of  mifery 
but  that  which  (he  groaned  under  could 
have  prevailed  upon  the  daughter  to  part 
with  it.  But,  exclufive  of  other  motives, 
the  very  image  itfelf,  by  recalling  to  her 
mind  the  honours  of  her  name,  up- 
braided her  with  living  in  dependence 
upon  a  man  who  had  ti'eated  her  with 
fuch  indignity  and  ingratitude;  befidei:, 
(he  flattered  herfelf  with  the  hope  that 
flie  (hould  not  long  furvive  the  lofs  of 
this  teftimonial. 

Our  adventurer,  with  many  profef- 
fions  of  forrow  and  mortification  at  his 
own  want  of  capacity  to  prevent  fuch 
an  alienation,  undertook  to  difpofe  of 
it  to  the  beft  advantage,  and  to  provide 
her  with  a  cheap  and  retired  apartment, 
to  which  he  would  conduA  her  in  (afety, 
though  at  the  hazard  of  his  life.  In  the 
mean  time,  however,  he  repaired  to  his 
friend  Renaldo ;  and  after  having  ad- 
moniflied  him  to  arm  his  foul  with  pa- 
tience and  philofophy,  declared  that 
Monimia*s  guilty  padlon  for  himfelf 
could  no  longer  bie  kept  within  bounds: 
that  (he  had  conjured  him,  in  the  moft 
preflTmg  manner,  to  ailift  her  in  efcliping 
from  a  houfe  which  ihe  confidered  as 
the  worft  of  dungeons,  becaufe  flie  was 
in  it  daily  expofed  to  the  fight  and  com- 
pany of  fi  man  whom  iht  detefied  5  and 
• tiiu 
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that  flie  had  bribed  him  to  compliance 
with  her  reque((»  not  only  with  repeated 
promifes  of  eternal  love  and  fubmifnon, 
out  alio  with  the  piAore  of  her  father 
let  with  diamondty  which  flie  had  hi- 
therto referved  as  the  laft  and  greateft 
teftimony  of  her  affeftion  and  e(leem. 

With  thefe  words ,  he  orefented  the 
fatal  pledge  to  the  eyes  of  the  aftoniihed 
youth,  upon  whom  it  operated  like  the 
poiibnous  fight  of  the  bafiliflc  $  for,  in 
an  inilant,  the  whole  paiHons  'of  his 
foul  were  in  the  moft  violent  agitation. 

*  Whatl*  cried  he,  in  an  extafy  ofragf, 
'  IS  (he  fo  abandoned  to  perAdv,  fo  loft 

■*  to  (hame,  fo  damned  to  conltancy,  to 
'  gratkude,  and  virtuous  love,  as  to 

*  meditate  the  means  of  leaving  me 

*  without  decency,   without   remorfe  f 

*  to  forfake  me  in  my  adverfity,  when 

*  my    haplefs   fortune  can  no  longer 

*  flatter  the  pride  and  vanity  of  her  ex- 
'  peAation  !     O  woman  1  woman  !  wo- 

*  man !  what  iimile  (hall  I  find  to  illuf- 

*  trate  the  character  of  the  fex  >  But 
'  I  will  not  have  recourie  to  vain  com- 

*  plants  and  feeble  exclamations.     By 

<  Heaven  I'ihe  fhall  not  efcape;  (he  (hall 

<  not  triumph  in  her  levity ;  (he  (hall 

*  not  exult  in  mv  diftrefs :  no  !  I  will 

*  rather  facrifice  her  to  my  juft  refcnt- 

*  roent,  to  the  injured  powers  of  love 

*  and  friend(hip.  I  will  a6l  the  aveng- 

<  ingminiiler  of  H^at^en  !  I  will  man- 
'  gie  that  fair  bofom  which  contains  fo 

*  falfe  a  heart !  I  will  tear  her  to  pieces, 
,  *  and  fcatter  thofe  beauteous  limbs,  as  a 

«  prey  to  the  beafts  of  the  field  and  the 
«  fowls  of  the  airl* 

Fathom,  who  expected  this  florm, 
far  from  attempting  to  oppofe  if  s  pro- 
grefs,  waited  with  patience  until  it*s 
firik  violence  was  overblown  ^  then,  af- 
Aiming  an  air  of  condolence,  animated 
with  that  rifolution  which  a  friend 
ought  to  maintain  on  fuch  occafiona, 

*  My  dear  count,*  faid  he,  *  I  am  not 

*  at  all  furprized  at  your  emotion,  be- 
«  caufe  I  know  what  a  heart,  fufcepti- 

*  ble  as  yours,  niuft  feel  from  the  apof- 

*  tacy  of  one  who  has  reigned  fo  long 

*  the  obje^  of  your  love,  admiration, 

*  and  efleem.  Your  endeavours  to  drive 

*  her  horn  your  thoughts,  muft  create 

*  an  agony  much  more  fevere  than  that 

*  which  divorces  the  foul  from  the  body* 

*  Neverthelefs,  I  am   fo  confident  of 

*  vour  virtue  and  your  manhood,  as  to 

<  foreiee  that  yon  will  allow  the  frail 

*  Mooimia  to  execute  that  rtfolution 
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which  flie  hath  fo  unwifely  taken  ttf 
withdraw  herfelf  from  your  love  and 
prote^ion .  Bel  ieve  me,  my  beft  friend 
and  benefaftor,  this  is  a  (lep,  in  con* 
fequence  of  which  you  will  infallibly 
retrieve  your  peace  of  mind.  It  may 
coft  you  many  bitter  pangs,  it  may 
probe  your  wounds  to  the  quick;  but 
thofe  pangs  will  be  foothed  by  thegen- 
tle  and  falutary  wing  of  time,  and  that 
probing  will  rouze  you  to  a  due  fsnCt 
of  your  own  dignity  and  importance, 
which  will  enable  you  to  convert  your 
attention  to  objefts  far  more  worthy 
of  your  contemplation .  All  the  hopes 
of  happinefs  you  had  cherifhed  in  the 
poiTelTion  of  Moniniia,  are  now  irre* 
coverably  blafted;  her  heart  is  now 
debafed  beneath  your  confideration  j 
her  love  is,  without  all  doubt,  extin- 
gui(hed,  and  her  honour  irretrievably 
toft ;  infomuch,  that  were  (he  to  pro- 
fefs  forrow  for  her  indifcrciion,  and 
implore  your  forgi  venefs  with  the  moft 
folemn  promifes  of  regarding  you  for 
the  future  with  unalterable  fidelity 
andaffeSion,  you  ought  not  to  rcftone 
her  to  that  place, in  your  heart  which 
(he  hath  fo  meanly  forfeited,  becr^ule 
you  could  not  at  the  fame  time  rem' 
ftateherin  the  pofTeflion  of  that  deli- 
cate eftcem,  without  which  there  is  no 
harmony,  no  rapfure,  no  true  enjoy- 
ment in  love.  No,  my  dear  Renaldo, 
expel  the  unworthy  tenant  from  your 
bofom  {  allow  her  to  (i)l  up  the  mea- 
furc  of  her  ingratitude,  by  deferting 
her  lover,  friend,  and  benefaflor. 
Your  glory  demands  her  difmiflionj 
the  world  will  applaud  your  genero- 
fity,  and  your  own  heart  approve  of 
your  conduffc ;  fo  difmcumbered,  let 
us  exert  ourfelves  once  more  in  pro- 
moting your  departure  from  this  idand, 
that  you  may  rcvifit  your  father's 
houfe,  do  jufticeto  yourielf  and  amia- 
ble lifter,  and  take  vengeance  on  the 
author  of  your  wrongs ;  then  dedicate 
yourfelf  to  glory,  in  imitation  of  your 
renowned  anceftors,  and  flourish  in 
the  favour  of  your  Imperial  patron.' 
Thefe  remonftrances  had  fuch  effeft 
upon  the  Hungarian,  that  his  face  was 
lighted  up  by  a  tranfient  gleam  of  fatis- 
fa£tion;  he  embraced  Ferdinand  with 
mat  ardour,  calling  him  his  pride,  his 
Mentor,  his  good  genius j  ana  intreatcd 
him  to  gratify  the  inclination  of  that 
fickle  creature,  fo  far  as  to  copvcy  her 
to  another  lodging,  without  lofs  of  time, 
S  a  while 
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v^le  be  wovM»  by  ableatipg  bimitif ^ 
favour  their  retreat. 

0||r  hero  having;obtaine4tbis  perquif- 
ion^  went  immediately  to  tbe  (kirts  of 
the  town,  where  he  had  previoufly  be* 
^^e  a  finaU,  though  neat  apaitmenf , 
«t  the  ho  life  of  an  oid  woman,  widow 
0(  a  French  refugee :  he  had  already  re* 
connoitred  the  ground,  by  founding 
)^^  landlady,  froii|  whofe  poverty  and 
^mplaifance  he  found  reafon  to  expeft 
^1  ibrtft  of  freedom  and  opportunity  for 
the  accoBDplifluneDt  of  hw  aim  upoa 
|4onimia>  perfof).  The  room  being 
nreparcd  for  hef  rcceptioo*  he  returned 
fp  that  diiconiblate  beauty,  to  whom  he 
pfefeoted  ten  ^ineas,  which  he  preusnd* 
^  to  have  raifed  by  pledging  the  pic- 
ture {  though  he  himfeif  a£l^  at  the 
pawnbroker  on  this  occafion^  for  a  very 
plain  and  obvious  reafon. 

The  fair  orphan  was  overjoyed  to  find 
ber  wifli  fo  fpeedily  accompliftied  ;  ilie 
forthwith  packed  up  her  neccfTaries  in  a 
|runk }  and  a  hackney-coach  was  call- 
ed in  the  duik  of  the  eveqing,  in  which 
(he  imbarked  with  hqr  ba|;g9ge  and  poif - 
lluftor. 

Yet  (he  did  not  leave  the  habitatipn  of 
Jlenaldo  witliout  regret.  In  the  inftant 
oiF  parting,  the  idea  of  that  unfortunate 
youth  was  afFociated  with  every  well- 
)cnown  obje£fc  that  prefented  itfelf  to  ber 
eyes }  not  as  an  inconftant,  ungenerousy 
and  perjured  fwain,  but  as  the  accom* 
ji>li(hed,  the  virtuous,  the  melting  lovers 
^hb  ip4  captivated  her  virgin  he^rt.  As 
"Fathom  led  her  to  the  door,  (he  was 
met  by  Rehaldp's  dog,  whiph  had  long 
jbeen  her  favourite,  and  tt)e  poor  animal 
fawning  upon  her  as  fhc  paiTed,  her 
heart  was  overwhelmed  with  fuch  a 
fxxth  of  tendernefs,  that  a  flood  of  tears 
itreamed  down  her  cheeks,  and  (he  had 
well  nigh  funk  upon  the  floor. 

Ferdinand  conudering  this  emotion  as 
the  latt  tribute  fl^e  would  pay  to  Renal- 
do,  hurtied  her  into  the  coach,  where 
(he  Toon  recovered  her'compofure  j  and 
in  a  little  time  he  u/hered'her  into  t^t 
noufe  of  Madame  La  Mpr,'  by  whom  (he 
Was  received  with  great  cordiality,  and 
conduced  to  her  kpartment,  wi|h 'which 
the  foutid  no  othei^fault  but  that  of 'it*s 
being  too  good  for  one  in  her  fondm 
fituation:  mre^  while'  the  tear  of  gra'« 
iitiide  ftarted  in  eithelreVfe,  (he  thanked 
9ur  adventurer  for  his  benevdlenoe  an<) 
kind  concern,  afliiring  hiiAf  that  Ihe 
would  aot  faildail^  to  befeech  the  Moft 


m^  to  Hiower  dfnro  bldii^9ft^    . 
him»  as  the  orphaa't  friend  aoS  piMD- 
tor. 

Fathom  was  Bot  deficient  in  tlutfe  €■* 
preflions  that  weic  heft  adapted  ta  her 
prefent  turn  of  mind  t  he  oblerved,  that 
what  he  had  done  was  ia  obedience  to 
the  dilates  of  common  humanity,  wkich 
would  have  prompted  him  to  affill  any 
^llow- creature  in  dilireft  s  but  that  her 
pectiliir  virtue  and  aualificationa  woe 
fuch  at  challenged  the  ntmoft  exertion 
of  bis  faculties  in  her  fervice.  He  &id» 
thatfurely  Heaven  had  aot  created  fuch 
perfection  in  vain  |  that  4ie  was  dcftined 
to  receive  as  well  ae  to  commnnicase 
hai^inefs;  and  thattheProvidencc  which 
(he  fo  pioufly  adored,  would  not  fail, 
in  due  feafon,  to  nuTe  her  from  diftide 
and  affli6lion,  to  that  honour  and  Si- 
cily fur  which  the  was  certainly  ordain, 
ed :  in  the  mean  time,  be  intreatod  her  to 
depend  upon  his  fervice  and  fidelity!  mnA 
the  article  of  her  board  being  iettled,  he 
left  her  to  the  company  and  coa(bIatian  of 
her  difcreet  hoflcfs,  who  foon  kifinuated 
herfelf  into  the  gopd  opinion  of  her 
bfauteouf  lodeer. 

>Vbile  onr  \tro  was  employed  in thit 
tranfadion,  Renaldp  (allied  forth  in  a 
fon  of  intoxication,  which  Fathom*s  ad* 
moniiions  had  infpiredi  and  repairing 
to  a  certain  noted  coffee  houle,  engaged 
at  chefs  with  an  old  French  refiige<*, 
that  his  attention,  by  being  otherwile 
employed,  might  not  ftray  towards  that 
fatal  objeft  which  he  ardently  wi(hed  to 
forget.  But,  unluckily  for  him»  he  had 
fcarce  performed  three  moves  of  the 
game,  when  his  ears  were  expolecl  to  a 
dialogue  between  two  young  gentlemen  i 
one  of  whom  allied  the  other  if  he  would 
go  and  lee  the  orpb'in  aded  atpneof 
the  theatres  $  obfcrvicg,  as  a  farther 
inducement,  that  thepar%of  Mbikimia 
would  be  performed  by  a  yo1ii% gentle* 
ivoroan  wno  had  never  appeared  on  the 
ftage.  At  mention  of  that  name.  Re* 
naldo  Aaitcd  s  for,  though  it  did  not 
]>roperly  belong  to  his  qrphao,  k  wae 
the  appelUtion  by  which  (be  had  beei| 
diftinguiihed  ever  fince  her  (ewvation 
ifrom  her  father^s  hovfe;  ai|d  Aeiefoie 
it  recalled  her  to  his  imagination  in  the 
moit  interefting  point  of  view.  Thoogh 
he  endeavi^red  to  expel  the  image  by  a 


cfofer  appkcation  to  bis  play,  e^enr 
kfid  then  it  intruded  upon  his  tancy, 
and  at  each  return  made  a  Wronger  im- 
pcefion  I  fo  th9U  he  found  himfelf  ii^ 

th« 
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Aa  fflnffim  9i  wn  vpfortiinale  btrk 
/biatlfd  f^n  Ibme  luddcn  rock,  wbkh, 
vben  tbc  wind  bcgioii  to  blow,  feck 
every  ruccet:ding  wave  aore  botmout 
tluin  tbe  former*  untils  with  irrcTiftibie 
fury,  they  iiinnount  her  decks,  fwcep 
cycry  thing  before  them,  and  dalh  h«r 
,9\\  to  pieces. 

The  refugee  had  obferved  his  firft 
emotion,  which  he  attributed  to  an  un- 
foreiren  advantage  he  hioiielf  had  gain- 
ed over  the  Hungarian  i  but  feeing  him, 
in  the  fequel,  bite  his  iip^  roll  his  eyes, 
groan,  writhe  his  body,  maculate  inco- 
herent curfes,  and  neglen  his  game, 
the  Uuguenot  concluded  that  he  was 
aaad  9  and  bei^g  feiied  with  lerBor  aad 
diiinay,  got  vp  and k^w^ftnd^S  with* 
9VX  ceremony  or  hefitation. 

Melville,  thus  left  to  the  horron  of 
his  «wn  thought,  which  tortvrrd  him 
with  rhe  appieoenfion  of  lofing  Moni- 
mia  tor  ever,  couid  no  longer  combat 
that  fuggi  Jion,  but  lan  homewards  with 
all  the  (peed  he  could  exert,  in  order  10 
prevent  her  retreat.  When  he  crofTed 
the  thre(bold,  he  was  ftruck  with  fiioh 
a  datnp  of  prefaging  (ear,  that  he  durtt 
Boi  in  perfon  apLiroHch  her  apartment, 
nor  even*  by  quellioning  the  iervant,  in* 
form  kimfclf  of  the  particulars  he  want- 
ed to  know  t  yet  his  iiifpence  becoming 
more  inlbpportable  than  his  fear,  he 
(uihedfiom  room  to  room  in  queit  of  that 
which  was  not  to  be  found }  and  J'eetng 
Monimia's  chamber-door  open,  entered 
the  deferted  temple  in  a  ftate  of  diArae*- 
tioo,  calling  aloud  vpon  her  name.  All 
was  fileot,  A>lit4ry,  ^ind  woeful.  *  She  is 

*  goner  he  cried,  bedding  a  flood  of 
tparss  *  iheisforever  loili  and  all  my 

*  hopes  of  hanpiuefs  an  fled  1* 

So  faying,  h^  funk  upon  that  couch 
on  which  Monimia  had  oft  repofed,  and 
abandoned  himfelf  to  all  the  excefs  of 
grief  and  defpondence.  In  this  deplo- 
rable condition  he  .was  found  by  our 
adventurer,  who  gently  chid  him  ior  hit 
want  of  refolution,  and  again  repelled 
his  forrow,  by  arouiing  his  refentmeat 
j^ainll  the  innocent  caufcof  his  difquiet, 
having  beforehand  forged  the  narticulaia 
i>f  provocation.  *  Is  it  oomble,*  iaid 
he,  *  that  Renaldo  cap  flili  retaia  the 
^  kaft  icntimeat  of  rtgard  for  a  fickle 
<  wooian,  hy  whpm  ha  has  been  £»  un« 

*  gratefully  forfaken  and  (6  uniiiflW 
/  icomed?  la  it  poflible  h^  can  be  io 

*  difturbed  by  tl^ekkiaof  a  creature  who 
f  '^  herpplf  loft  t^  ali  virme  ^  deco- 


rum? Time  aadieflcftiMit 

thy  friend,  will  cure  yoa 

glonous  malady  t  and  the  fbtare  miA 


r?£r 


conduA  of  toat  imprudent  dam&l 
will,  doobtleiat  coatcibote  to  the  re- 
covery of  your  ptace.  Her  behatioar 
at  leaving  the  houfe  where  flie  had 
received  to  many  marks  of  the  ntofl 
delicate  afiedioa,  was  in  all  refpeda 
fo  oppofite  to  honour  and  decency, 
that  I  could  fcarce  refrain  from  fdu- 
ing  her  I  was  fliockod  at  her  deport- 
ment, even  wh'rie  Am  loaded  me  witk 
proteflations  of  ^ve*  Whm  %  vm^ 
man*s  heart  is  once  depraved,  Ihe  hide 
adieu  to  aU  rcflraiot }  flie  pialanFea 
no  meaQves.  It  was  nut  flmplr  con- 
tempt which  flie  exprefled  for  Kepal- 
do|  Am  feems  to  rcicnt  hie  beiiw 
able  to  live  under  her  difliain  {  and 
that  refcntment  ftoopt  tn  ol^eda  un^^ 
wofthy  of  iodigaatioo.  Kven  your 
doff  was  not  exempted  from  thf  ef- 
fects of  her  difplcaturei  for,  in  her 
pailage  to  the  door,  flie  kicked  the 
poor  animal  as  one  of  your  depen- 
dants i  and  in  our  way  to  the  apart- 
ment I  had  provided  tor  her,  flw  en- 
tertained me  with  a  ludicroue  com* 
roent  upon  the  manner  in  whidi  you 
firfl  made  her  acquainted  with  ^our 
paflion.  All  that  modefly  of  carriage, 
ail  that  chaftity  of  converiatioa,  all  that 
dignity  of  grief,  which  flie  knew  |b 
well  bow  to  afie^,  is  now  ^tirely  laid ' 
aflde,  and  when  I  quitted  her,  (he 
ieemed  the  moft  gay,  giddy,  and  im- 
pertinent of  her  iex,* 
'  Gracious  powers  I*  exclaimed  Re- 
naldo, flarting  from  the  couch  *  am  I 
under  the  deiufioa  of  a  dream  {  or 
are  theic  things  really  fof  a«  my  fneml 
has  reprefented  them?  Such  a  loal 
and  fudden  degeneracy  isamaatngi 
ismonttrous  and  unn^ktural  !*-«-'  Such, 
my  dear  count,*  replied  our  hero,  *  is 
the  caprice  of  a  female  heart,  fickle  as 
the  w)ad,  uncertain  as  a  calm  at  lea', 
iix4rd  to  no  principle,  but  fwayed  by 
every  fantaftick  guft  of  paffioo,  or  of 
whim^  Congratulam  yoorfelf,  there- 
fore,  my  friend,  upon  your  hiPpy 
deliverance  from  fuch  a  domcflick 
plague  I  upon  the  voluBtary  exile  of  a 
u^itor  from  your  bofoms  recelIcA 
the  dilates  of  your  duty,  yonr  dif- 
cretion,  and  your  glory,  and  think 
upon  the  hooonrs  and  iievaip4  en- 
joyment for  which  you  areceitainlj 
ordained,  To^igbt.  let  us  over  a 
*  cheerful 
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■  chearful  bottle  anticipate  your  fuccefs  j 

•  and  to-morrow  I  will  accompany  you 
«  to  the  houfe  of  an  ufurer,  who,  I  am 

*  informed,    fears  no    riik,    provide'd 

*  twenty  per  cent,  be  given,  and  the 

•  borrower*s  life  initired.' 


CHAP.    XII. 

THB  ART  OF  BORROWING  FARTHER 
EXPLAINED,  AND  AN  ACCOUNT 
OF  A  STRi^NGR  FHJENOMENON.* 

IN  thtt  manner  "did  the  artful  incen- 
diary work  upon  the  paflions  of  the 
credulous  unfufpefVing  Hungarian,  who 
prefled  htm  to  his  breaft  with  the  moll 
cordial  expreflions  of  friendfhip,  call. 
ing  him  his  guardian,  his  fiiviour,  his 
fecond  father,  and  gavehimfelf  up  whol- 
ly to  his  adricc. 

Next  morning,  according  to  the  plan 
they  had  laid  over  night,  they  repaire'd 
to  a  tavern  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
perfon  to  whom  our  adventurer  had  been 
directed,  and  were  fortunate  enough  to 
find  him  in  the  houfe,  tranfaCling  a 
money  aHair  with  a  young  gentleman 
who  treated  him  with  his  mommg*s 
whet. 

That  afiair  being  negociated,  head- 
•  Joumed  into  another  room  with  Re- 
naldo  and  his  companion,  who  were 
not  a  little  furprized  to  fee  ^ is  miniiter 
of  Phitus  in  the  ftiapc  of  a  j'oung 
fprightly  beau,  trimmed  up  in  all  the 
foppery  of  the  fafliion }  for  they  had  hi- 
therto always  afTbciated  with  the  id^a 
of  an  ufurer,  old  age,  and  rufty  ap- 
parel. After'divers  modifh  congees,  tie 
begged  to  know  to  what  he  (hould  at- 
tribute the  honour  of  their  meflTagej 
when  Ferdinand,  who  afted  the  orator, 
■told  him,  that  his  friend  Count  Me! - 
grille,  having  occafion  for  a  Aim  of 
money,  had  been  dire^ed  to  a  gentle- 
man of  his  name,  *  And  I  fuppofe,* 
added  he,  '  you  are  the  fon  of  the  pcr- 
«  fon  with  whom  the  aflfairis  to  be  ne- 

<  gociated/ 

*  Sir,'  faid  this  petit  maitrf,  with  a 
fmile,  *  I  perceive  you  are  furprized  to 

*  fee  one  of  my  profeflioh  in  the-ap- 
«  pearance  of  a  gentleman^  and  per- 

*  haps  your    wonder   will  not   ceaft, 

*  when  I  tell  you,  that  my  education 

<  wa»  liberal,  and  that  I  once  had  the 
«  honour  to  bear  a  commiflion  in  the 

*  Britilh  army.     I  was,  indeed,  a  firlt 

*  lieutenant  of  marines)  and  will  ven- 


ture to  fay,  that  tio  oflieer  in  tbe  fer^ 
▼ice  was  more  delicate  than  mylelf» 
in  obferving  all  the  punflilios  of  ho- 
nour. I  entertained  the  utmoft  ooo* 
tempt  for  all  the  trading  part  of  Ae 
nation,  and  fuffered  myfelf  to  be  run 
through  the  body  in  a  duel,  rather 
than  roll  with  a  brpther  liautenaiity 
who  was  a  broker's  fon  s  but,  thank 
Heaven !  T  have  long  ago  conouered 
all  thofe  ridiculous  prejudices.  I  foon 
,obferved,  that  without  money  thcfC 
was  no  r^§ptdi,  honour,  or  conve- 
nience to  be  acquired  in  life;  that 
wealih  amply  fupplied  the  want  of 
wit,  merit,  and  pedigree,  having  in- 
fluence and  pleafure  ever  at  comnnmd; 
and  that'  the  world  never  failed  to 
worihip  the  flood  of  aflHuenoe,  with- 
ont  examining  the  dirty  channela 
through  which  it  commonly  flowed. 

*  At  the  end  of  the  war,  finding  my 
appointments  rediKed  to  two  ftiilKngs 
and  four* pence  per  day,  and  bcinfr 
addi^led  to  pleafures  which  I  could 
not'poflibly  purchafefroro  fuch  a  fund, 
I  fold  my  half-pay  for  two  hundred 
poUnds,  which  I  lent  upon  bond  to 
a  young  officer  of  the  fame  regiment, 
on  'condition  that  he  fliould  inlbre  his 
life,  and  reftore  one- fourth  part  of  the 
ftim  by  way  of  premium.  I  happen- 
ed to  be  lucky  in  this  firft  eflfayi  fur 
the  borrower,  having  in  fix  weeks  ex- 
psnded  the  money,  made  an  excurfioq 
on-  the  highway,  was  apprehended, 
tried,  conv1£led  of  felony,  and  cut 
his  own  throat,  to  prevent  the  Aiame 
of  a  publick  execution ;  fo  that  his 
bond  was  difchargedby  the  infuicrs. 

*  In  fliort,  gentlemen,  wbeh  I  en- 
gaged in  this  bufm^fs,  I  determined 
to  carry  it  on  with  fuch  fpirit,  as 
would  either  make  my  fortune,  or 
tntirely  ruin  me  in  a  little  time  ;  and 
hitherto  my  endeavours  have  been 
tolerably  fucceftful :  nor  do  I  think 
my  proceedings  a  whit  more  criminal 
or'unjuft,  than  tho/c  of  other  mer- 
chant 9,  who  fi^rive  to  tui  n  their  money 
td'thc  belt  account.  Tlie  commodity 
I  deal  in  is  caAi  j  and  it  is  my  bu- 
fiDcfs  to  fell  it  to  the  beft  advantage. 
A  LondoVi  factor  fends  a  cat  go  of 
g^dds  to  market,  and  if  he  gets  two 
hundred  per  cent,  upon  the  fale,  he  is 
comniendedfor-  his  tnduftry  ^nd  ad- 
divfs .  If  I  fell  money  fer  one-  fourth 
part  of  that-  pt>fit,  certain  perfons 
will- be  ft>*iin)ttft]f''as  to  cry  Ibam^ 

'  upon 
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dvsutsiflB 
my  neighbour's  diftrefs :  not  conu- 
dering,  that  the  trader  took  four  tknet 
the  fame  advantage  of  thofe  people  who 

*  bought  his  cargo»  though  his  n(k  was 

*  not  haif  fo  great  as  mine  {  and  alt 

*  though  the  money  I  Sold^  perhaps  re- 

*  .iricTed  the  borrower  from  the  Terv 

*  jaws  of  deftrui6tion.  For  example,  it 
'  was  but  yefterday  I  faved  a  worthy 

*  man  from  being  arretted  for  a  fum  of 

*  moDiey,  f^  which  he  had  bai  led  a  ^Ji  icnd 
^<:who   treacberoufly    left  him   in   the 

*  lurch)  as  he  did  not  foreibe  what 
'  would  happen*   he  had  made  no  pro  • 

*  Tifion  for  the  demand,  and  his  ipnere 
*.  of  life  fecluding  him  from  all  ibrts 
'  of  monied  intercourfe,  he  could  not 

*  raife  the  gafli  by  l>i^  credit  in  the  ufual^ 

*  way  of  borrowing }  fo  that,  without 

*  my  aiTit^ance^  he  muft  have  gone  to 

*  gaol  J   a  diigrace  which  would  have 

*  proved  fatal  to  the  peace  of  his  h" 

*  mily,  and  utterly  ruined  his  reputa^ 

*  don.     Nay,  that  very  young  gentle* 

*  man  from  whom  I  juft  now  parte  J, 

*  wiil^in   all   probability   be  indebted 

*  to  me  for  a  very  genteel  livelihood-. 

*  He  had  obtained   the   abfolute  pro- 

*  mife   of   being  provided  fotf    by  a 

*  ^iTat  man»  who  fits  at  the  helm  of  af- 

*  fairs  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom;  but 
'  being  deilitute  of  all  other  refourccs, 

*  he  could  not  have  equipped  himlelf 
'  for  the  vuyage,  in  order  to  profit  by 

*  his  lortiHiip's  intention,  unlefs  I  had 

*  enabled  him  to  puriue  his  good  for- 

*  tune.' 

Renaldo  was  not  a  little  pleafed  to 
bear  this  harangue,  to  wliich  Fathom 
replied  with  many  florid  encomiums 
upon  the  ufurer's  good  lenfe  and  hu- 
mane difpofirion  :  then  he  explairx^d  the 
errand  oi  his  friend,  which  waa  to  bor« 
row  three  hundred  pounds,  in  order  to 
retrieve  his  inheritance,  of  which  he  had 
been  defiaudcd  in  his  abl<:ncc. 

*  Sir,*  faid  the  lender,  addrtHing 
himfelf  to  Count  Melville,  *  I  picfcnd 
<  to  have  acquired  by  experience  Ibme 

*  ikil)    in  phyfiognomy;    and   though 

*  there  are  ibme  faces  fo  deeply  difguif- 
'  ed  as  to  baffle  all  the  penetration  of 

*  our  art,  there  are  others  in  which  the' 
'  heart  appears  with  fuch  nakednels  of 
■*  integrity  as  at  once  to  recommend  it 

*  to  our  good-will.  I  owfl,  your  coun- 
I  lenance  prepollefles  me  in  your  fa- 

*  vouri    and  you  ihall   be  accommo- 


*  4aHd  j»pop  thoit  Msroit'  iirom  whkh  I 
!  never  deviate  {Mx>vkied  you  can  find 
'  proper  fecurity  that  you  (hall  not 
••  ^u)t  the  Britiih  doofinions  $  for  that, 
<  with  me,  is  a  condition ^<  quaMcn,* 
.  This  was  a  very  difagpeeabledecla* 
ration  to  Renaldo,  who  pandidly  own^^ 
that  as  his  concerns,  lay  upojn  the  con- 
tinent, his  purpofe  was  to  leave  £ng« 
Und  without  delay*.  The  ufurer  pro* 
fdfed  himielf  forry  that  it  was  not  ia 
tiis  power  to  oblige  him }  and,  in  order 
to  pfevent  any  farther  imjiortunity,  af« 
ill  red  them,  he  had  laid  it  down  as  a 
maxim,  from  which  he  would  never 
fwerve,  to  avoid  all  dealings  with  p^Of 
pie  whom  (if  need  fliould.be)  he  could 
not  i'ue  by  the, laws  of  this  realm.     , 

Thus  the  intervention  of  one  up* 
lucky  and  unforefeen  circumdance  blail- 
eJ,  in  an  inltant,  the  budding  bopea  of 
Melville i  who,  while  bis  vifage  exhi* 
biud  the  molt  forrowful  difappoint* 
ment,  begged  to  know»  if  there  waa 
any  perfon  of  his  acquaintance  who 
might  be  lefs  fcrupulous  iu  that  parti* 
cuiar. 

.  The  young  gentleman  directed  them 
to  another  member  of  his  profefllon; 
ami,  wiihing  them  fuccefs,  took  his  leave 
with  great  form  and  complaifance.  This 
JnlUiice  of  politenefs  was,  however,  no 
more  than  a  (hi ft  to  diArngage  himfejf 
the  more  eafiiy  from  their  intreatiesj 
for,  when  the  cafe  was  opened  to  the 
fecond  ufurer,  he  blelTed  himfelf  from 
fuch  ciidomers,  and  dirmifl*e4  them  with 
the  moft  mortifying  and  booriih  refufaL 
Notwithftandmpr  theierepulfes,  Renaldo 
refolveu  to  make  one  defpeiate  puOij 
and,  without  allowing  himfelf  the  leaft 
refpite,  folicited,  one  by  one,  not  few^ 
than  hftcen  pcrlbns  who  de-<ilc  in  this 
kind  of  trafHck,  and  his  propufals  vrere 
reje6led  hy  each.  At  !alt,  f.itigued  by 
the  toil,  and  exafjieiateJ  at  the  ill  fuc- 
eel's  vi'  his  expedition  5  and  half  mad 
with  the  recolledion  of  his  tinauccs, 
which  were  now  drained  to  half  a 
crown,  *  Since  we  have  nothing  to  ex- 

*  pe6t,*  cried  he,  *  from  the  favour  of 
'  Chnl^ians,  let  us  have  recourfe  to 
<  the  dcl'cendants  of  Judah.     Though 

*  they  lie  under  the  general  reproach  of 

*  nations,  as  a  peo])le  dead  to  viriUfe 

*  and  benevolence,  and  wholly  devutud 

*  to  avarice,  fraud,  and  extoiiion,  the 

*  mod  favagc  of  thcii  trihe  cannot  tre-it 
«  me  with  more  baxbarity  of  indiff*:- 

*  rence,. 


t%t 


ft^DtVAVp  couKT  fathom; 


A  jMtNieli.* 

MjpQfiil  ai  an  extfstftfrant  fymptDm  of 
Wplrir»  lie  «Aa«d  to  apDtxMre  of  .the 
H>tMttli€y  ttid  m^ouitg^cd  Rcnudo  wttn 
IItc  u0p6  Of  luccttdinB^  m  anooier  qusr* 
ttr  eten  if  tiits  e:tpedTtioii  fliould^fail : 
finr^  b]^  thb  Hfiie»  o«r  adventurer  waa 
ittilf  relblTed  to  export  hiiti  at  his  own 
diar^^e,  ratlier  than  he  flioold  be  nittch 
lofiger  rfeibrifted  in  his  defigns  apofi  Mo- 
luflnia. 

Mearnvhife,  befngitfoliredtotrythe 
Qtpernhent  upon  the  children  of  Itrael^ 
Itejr  betook  themfelves  to  the  houfe  of 
a  nch  Jew,  whofe  wraith  they  confider- 
fti  as  a  |mx>f  of  his  rapacicmfnefs  | 
lttid»  beilig  admitted  into^his  compting- 
bottfe^  thejr  found  him  in  the  midft  of 
lialf  a  dosen  clerks,  when  Renaldo,  in 
Ittf  imaginatitna,  l^ened  him  unto  k 
toinifter  of  daiitneft  furrounded  by  his 
familiars,  and  planning  fchemes  of  mi- 
Ihry  to  be  ctecntM  upon  the  haplefs 
ibns  of  men.  In  fpite  of  thefe  fug^ 
gefttonS)  which  were  not  at  all  mitt- 
cated  by  the  foibiddtng  aJpeA  of  the 
nebrewy  be  demanded  a  private  audi- 
dices  «nd|  being  oflicred  into  another 
■pai'tinait,  he  ex^ained  his  bufinefs 
wHb  manifeft  maiks  of  diibrder  and 
oAiftion.  Indeed,  fab  confnHon  was  in 
ftae  mctfore  0wiD|r  to  the  looks  of  the 
Jews  ^9^$  >t>  the  midft  of  his  exordiamy 
polled  down  his  eye-brows,  which 
^fett  fbrpHtfaigfy  black  and  bnfliy. 
Iota,  m  appearance,  totally  to  extin- 
0itih  bis  vifiige,  though  he  was  all  the 
mat  obftrvhfig  our  youth  from  behind 
tbofe  almoft  impenetrable  thickets. 

Melville  havmg  iisnified  his  reque(^ 
<  Young  gentleman,^  fiiid  the  Ifraelite, 
with  a  m^  diftordant  voice,  <  what  in 

*  the  name  of  goodnefs  could  induce 

*  you  to  come  to  noe  upon  fuch  an  er- 

*  rand  ?  Did  you  ever  near  tliati  lent 

*  money  to  ftrangers  without  fecurity  ?^ 
•-»*  No,'  replied  Renaldo }  *  nor  did  I 

*  believe  I  fhould  profit  by  my  applica- 

*  tion :  but  my  affairs  are  defperate  j 

*  and  my  propofals  having  been  reje6l- 

*  ed  by  every  Chrtftian  to  whom  they 
«  were  offered,  I  was  re(blved  to  try 

*  my  fate  among  the  Jews,  who  are 

*  reckoned  another  fpecies  of  men.* 
Fathom,  alarmed  at  this  abrupt  re- 
ply, whieh  he  iuppofed  could  not  fail 
to  dtfguft  the  merchant,  interpofed  ia 


tbe  eommrfation,  by  making  an  tpato* 
gy  fcr  the  plain  dealfaig  of  hia  ^M, 
wfais  he  iaid,  waa  A>aied  and  rufle4 
by  hia  miafertunati  then,  exertiiir 
that  power  of  eloquence  which  he  Inid 
at  command,  he  cxpoftulated  upon  Re«  , 
iialdo*a  daim  and  cKpeaationsi  de- 
icribed  the  wrongs  be  had  fufiered,  ex- 
tolled his  virtue,  and  drew  a  moft  pa- 
ih^ck  piaore  of  hia  diffre&. 

The  Jew  liftened  attentively  fbr  (bme 
time  I  then  his  eye-brows  began  to  rdk 
and  Mi  alternately :  hecooghod,  fitecK- 
ed,  and  winking  hard,  *  I  am  plagued/ 
faid  he,  *  with  a  fait  rheum  that  trick- 

*  les  from  my  eyes  without  intermff- 

<  fion.*  So  faying,  he  wiped  the  moi- 
fture  from  his  face,  and  proceeded  ja 
thefe  words.    *  Sir,  your  ftoiy  is  plau- 

*  6ble,  and  your  friend  is  a  good  adf^o- 

*  cate ;  but,  before  I  give  an  anfwer  t^ 

*  your  demand,   I  muft  beg  leave  to 

*  aik  if  you  can  produce  undeniable 

*  evidence  of  your  being  the  identicat 
'  perfon  vou  really  affume.  If  yOu 
'  are  really  the  Count  De  Melville, 

*  you  will  excufe  my  caution  5  we  cati- 

*  not  be  too  much  on  our  guard  again  ft 

*  fraud,  though  I  muft  own  you  hair^ 

*  not  the  air  of  an  impoftor.* 
Renaldo's  eyes  be^  to  fparkle  at 

this  preliminary  queftion ;  to  which  he 
replied,  that  he  could  procure  the  tefti. 
mony  of  the  emperor*s  minifter,  ro 
whom  he  had  occafionally  paid  bis  re- 
fpefta  fincc  his  firft  arrival  in  Englanil. 
*  If  that  he  the  cafe,*  faid  the  Jew, 
«  take  the  trouble  to  call  hereto-mor- 
«  row  morning  at  eight  o'clock,  and  I 

*  will  carry  you  in  ray  own  coach  to 

<  the  houte  of  his  excellency,    with 

*  whom  I  have  the  honour  to  be  jic- 

*  quainted  5  and,  if  he  has  nothin«r  to 

*  objcft  againft  your  chara^er  or  pre- 

*  tenfions,  I  will  contribute  my  aflift* 

«  ance  towards  your  obtaining  juftice  ^ 
«  at  the  Imperral  court/ 

The  Hungarian  was  (b  much  con- 
founded at  this  une^pe^ed  iece|»tiony 
that  he  had  not  power  to  thank  the  mcr- 
chant  for  his  promifed  favour,  hut. 
ftood  motionlefs  and  filent,  while  the 
ftreams  of  gratitude  ran  down  his 
cheeks.  This  genuine  emotion  of  the 
heart  was  of  more  weight  with  the 
Jew  than  the  eloquent  acknowlcc^eat 
which  Ferdinand  took  the  opportunity 
of  making  for  his  friend  j  and  he  waa 
fain  to  <liihiifs  them  a  little  abnspily, 
in  order  to  present  a  fecond  difcharge  of 

that 
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that ikme  rheum  of  which  he  had  al- 
ready complained. 

Melville  recol levied  all  that  had  hap- 
pened as  a  dream,  which  h^d  no  foun- 
dation in  truth,  and  was  all  day  long 
in  a  fort  of  delirium,  produced  by  the 
alternate  gufts  of  hope  and  fear  that 
ftill  agitated  his  bofom  j  for  he  was 
not  yet  without  apprehrnlioii  of  being 
again  difappointed  by  Ibme  unlucky 
occuri-ence. 

He  did  not,  however,  fail  to  be 
pun6)gal  to  the  hour  of  his  appoint- 
rocnt,  when  the  Jew  told  him,  there, 
would  be  no  occafion  for  vifiilng  the 
ambalfador,  becaufe  Renaldo  had  been 
the  preceding  day  recognized  by  one 
of  the  clerks,  who  had  been  employed 
as  a  purveyor  in  the  Imperial  army  j 
and  who,  knowing  his  family,  con- 
firmed eveiy  thing  he  had  alledged. 
'  After  breakfaft,'  continued  this  be- 
nevolent Ifraelire,  *  I  will  give  you  an 

*  order  upon  my  banker  for  five  hun- 

*  dred  pounds,  thai  you  may  be  cna- 

*  bled  to  appear  at  Vienna,  as  the  fon 

*  and  reprefentative  of  Count  Melville  J 

*  and  you  (hall  alfo  be  furnifhed  with 

*  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  a  per- 

*  fon  of  fome  influence  at  that  court, 

*  whofe    friendfhip    and    countenance 

*  may  be  of  fome  firvice  to  your  fuit : 
'  for  I  am   now  heartily  engaged  in 

*  your  intereft,  in  coniequence  of  the 

*  fair  and  unblemiflicd  charafter  which 

*  I    find    you    have    hitherto    main- 

*  tained.' 

The  reader  muft  appeal  to  his  own 
heart,  to  acquire  a  juil  idea  of  Renal - 
do's  feelings  when  every  tittle  of  thefe 
promifcs  was  fulfilled,  and  the  mer- 
chant rcfufed  to  take  one  farthing  by 
way  of  premium,  contenting  himfeif 
with  the  flender  fccurity  of  a  pcrfonal 
bond.  He  was,  in  truth,  overwhelm- 
ed with  the  obligation,  and  certainly 
difpofed  to  believe,  that  his  benefaiStor 
was  fomeihlng  more  than  human.  As 
for  Fathom,  his  lentiincnts  took  a  dif- 
ferent turn  j  and  he  fcrupled  not  to 
impute  all  this  kindnefs  to  fome  deep- 
laid  interelled  fchenje,  the  fcope  of 
which  he  c&uld  not  at  prefent  compre- 
hend. 

After  the  tumults  of  the  young  gen- 
tleman's joy  had  fubiided,  and  he  found 
himfeif  eafed  of  that  burdenfome  po- 
verty, under  which  he  had  groaned  fo 
long,  his  thoughts,  wljich  before  were 
diffipaied  upon  the  various  ciicumitan- 


ces  of  diflreff,  began  to  colle^l  thcm- 
fclvcs  in  a  body,  and  to  rcfume  their 
deliberations  upon  a  fubje6l  which 
they  had  been  long  accultomcd  to  con- 
fidcr  s  this  was  no  other  than  the  for- 
lorn Monimia,  whofe  idea  now  emerged 
in  his  bofom ,  being  difencumbered  of 
one  part  of  the  load  by  which  it  had 
been  depreffed.  He  mentioned  her 
name  to  Fathom,  with  marks  of  the 
mofl  melting  compafTion,  deplored  her 
apoftafy,  and,  whde  he  proiefted  that 
he  had  divorced  her  for  ever  from  his 
heart,  expreffeil  an  inclination  to  fee 
her  once  more  before  his  departure,  that 
he  might  in  perfon  exhort  her  to  peni- 
tence and  reformation. 

Our  adventurer,  who  dreaded  fuch 
an  interview  as  the  infallible  means  of 
his  own  ruin,  refilled  the  propofal  with 
the  whole  power  of  his  elocution.  He 
afHrmed,  that  Renaldo's  defire  was  a 
manifef^  proof  that  he  ft  ill  retained  part 
of  the  fatal  poifon  which  that  inchant- 
rcfs  had  fpread  within  his  veins,  and 
that  the  fight  of  her,  foftcned  by  his 
reproaches  into  tears  and  afle6led  con- 
trition, would  difpel  his  refentment, 
difable  his  manhood,  and  blow  the 
embers  of  his  former  paflion  to  fuch  a 
rage,  as  would  hurry  him  on  to  a  re- 
conciliatioil,  which  would  debafe  his 
honour  and  ruin  his  future  peace.  In 
a  word,  Ferdinand  defcribed  the  dan- 
gei*  that  would  attend  the  meeting  in 
fuch  emphatick  terms,  that  the  Hunga- 
rian ftarted  with  honor  at  the  picture 
which  he  drew,  and  in  this  particular 
conformed  with  the  admonition  of  his 
friend. 

One  hundred  pounds  of  the  Jew's 
jnoney  was  immediately  appivopriated  for 
the  payment  of  his  molt  urgent  debts  { 
the  like  fum  he  piei'cnted  to  his  friend 
Fathom,  with  a  Iblemn  promifeof  (bar- 
ing with  him  whatever  good  fortune 
might  await  him  in  Germany:  and 
though  Monimia  had  forfeited  all  title  to 
his  regard,  i'o  ill  could  he  bear  the  pro- 
i'pc6i  of  htr  diftrefs,  that  he  entrufted 
his  dear  companion  with  the  half  of 
what  remained,  to  be  expanded  for  her 
ufe,  fully  refoiving  to  fcreen  her  from 
the  (liocks  and  temptations  of  want,  as 
the  circumt'^ances  of  his  future  fate 
would  allow. 

Fathom,  far  from  oppofing,  ap- 
plauded his  gcnerofjty  with  marks  of 
extreme  wonder  and  admiration,  af- 
furing  himi  that  (he  fliould  be  put  in 
T  poirtfTioa 
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poffeflion  of  his  bounty  immediately 
after  his  departure,  he  being  unwilling 
to  make  her  acquainted  with  her  good 
fortune  before  that  period,  lelt,  find- 
■  ing  his  affairs  in  a  fair  way  of  being 
retrieved,  flic  ftiould  be  hafc  enough  to 
worfhip  his  returning  prolperily,  and, 
by  falic  profeffions,  and  artful  blan- 
difliments^  fcek  to  enfnaie  his  heart 
anew. 


CHAP.   xirr. 

COUNT  PATHOM  UN?,1A8KS  HIS 
BATTERY  J  13  REPULStD,  AND 
VARIES  HIS  OPERATIO.'^S  WITH- 
OUT    EFFECT, 

EVERY  neccfTary  preparation  be- 
ing made,  Rcnaldo,  accompanied 
by  our  adventurer,  took  the  road  to  Do- 
ver, where  he  embrirkcd  in  a  packet- 
boat  for  Calais,  after  having  fettled  a 
corrcfjyjndence  with  his  dear  Ferdi- 
nand, from  whom  he  did  not  part  with- 
out tears.  He  had  before  foHcited  him 
to  be  his  fellow-ti-aveller,  that  he  might 
pexfonally  enjoy  the  benefit  of  his  con- 
verfaiion,  and  fuperior  fao;acityj  but 
thefe  intrcatics  he  fhenuoufly  oppofcd, 
ort  pretence  of  his  being  determined  to 
pufn  his  fortune  in  England,  which  he 
confidered  ns  his  naf  vc  country,  and 
as  the  land  in  which  (of  all  others)  a 
man  of  merit  has  the  beft  encourage- 
ment. Such  were  the  reafons  he.  al- 
ledged,  for  refufmg  to  attend  his  bene- 
faflor,  who  was  himfclf  eagerly  dcfi- 
rous  of  attaining  a  fettlement  in  the 
ifland  of  Great  Britain  i  but  our  hero's 
real  motives  for  (laying  were  of  a  very 
diifercDt  complexion.  The  reader  is 
already  informed  of  his  aim  upon  the 
fiair  orphan,  which  at  prefent  was 
the  chief  fpriiig  of  his  conduft*^  he 
may  alfo  recollfc(5l  fuch  p-'fTages  of  his 
life  as  were  lufficienf  to  detei  him  from 
re-appearing  at  Pi*e{burg  or  Vienna: 
but,  befides  thefe  refleftions,  he  was 
detained  by  a  foil  perluafion  that  Rc- 
naldo would  {ink  under  the  power  and 
.influtnce  of  his  rntagonift,  confequent- 
ly  be  rendered  incapable  to  provide  for 
*  his  friends  i  and  that  he  himfelf, 
fraught  with  wiles  and  experience  as 
he  waf»,  could  not  fail  to  make  him.felf 
amends  for  what  he  had  fuffered  among 
a  people  equally  rich  and  unthinking. 
Melville  having  embraced  our  ad- 


venturer,  and  with  a  deep  figh  hii  Mm 
take  care  of  the  unfortunate  Moniraiay 
committed  himfelf  to  the  (eaj  and,  hj 
the  afliftance  of  a  farourable  gale,  was 
in  four  hours,  fafely  landed  on  the 
French  fliorej  while  Fathom  took  poft- 
horfes  for  London,  where  he  arrived 
that  fame  night,  and  next  day,  in  the 
forenoon,  went .  to  vifit  the  bfcanteoas 
mourner,  who  had  as  yet  received  no 
intimation  of  Renaldo's  departure  or 
defign.  He  found  her  in  the  attitude 
of  writing  a  letter  to  her  inconftant  lo- 
ver, the  contents  of  which  the  reader 
will  be  acquainted  with  in  due  time* 
Her  countenance,  notwithllanding  the 
veil  of  melancholy  by  which  it  wai 
overcaft,  feemed  altogether  ferene  'and 
compofed  ;  Die  was  the  pi£lure  of  pious 
refignation,  a/id  fat  like  Pat  ievce  on 
a  monument^  fmUwg  at  grief.  After 
having  paid  the  compliment  of  the 
morning,  Fathom  begged  pardon  for 
having  omitted  to  vifit  her  during  three 
days,  in  which,  he  faid,  his  time  had 
been  wholly  engroffed  in  procuring  a 
proper  equipage  for  Count  Melville, 
who  had  at  lati  bid  an  eternal  adieu  to 
the  ifland  of  Great  Britain. 

At  this  information  the  haplefs  Mo* 
nimia  fell  back  in  her  chair,  and  con- 
tinued fome  minutes  in  a  fwoon;  from 
which  being  recovered,  *  Excole  me, 

*  Mr.  Fathom,'  cried  ftie,  with  a  deep 
figh  \  <  this,  I  hope,  is  the  laft  agony  I 

*  (hall  feel  from  my  unhappy  paffion.* 
Then,  wiping  the  tears  from  her  lovely 
eyes,  fhe  retrieved  her  tranquillity,  and 
defired  to  know  by  what  means  Renal- 
do  had  been  enabled  to  undertake  his 
journey  into  the  empire.      Our  hero, 

«upoB  this  occafion,  aflumed  the  whole 
merit  of  having  promoted  the  inteieft 
of  his  friend,  by  giving  her  to  under* 
(land,  that  he,  in  confequence  of  an 
unforefeen  windfall,  had  defrayed  the 
exLpence  of  the  count^s  equipment  \ 
though  he  obfcrved  that  it  was  not 
without  relu6lance  he  faw  Renalda 
make  a  wrong  ufe  of  his  friendfhip. 

'  Although  I  was  happy,"  proceeded 
this  artful  traitor,  *  in  being  able  to 

*  difcharge  my  obligations  to  the  houfe 
*■  of  Melville,  I  could  not  help  feeling 

*  the  moft  fenfible  chagrin,    when   I 

*  faw  my  afllifbnce  rendered  fubiervient 
'  to  the  triumphs  of  the  youth's  ba(e« 

<  nefs  and  infidelity ;  for  he  chofe,  as 
'  the   companion   of  his  travels,    the 

<  abandoned  woman  for  whom  he  had 

*  forfaken 
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<  fofftkm  the   all-peifefil   Monimia, 
'  wlk>re   virtue   and    accompli/bments 

<  did  BOt  preferve  her  facred  from  his 

*  ungrateful  farcafms  and  unmannerly 
^  ridicule.      Believe  me.   Madam,    I 

<  was   fo  (hocked  at  his  converfation 

*  on  tbatfubjeA,  and  fo  much  incenfed 

*  at  his   want  of  delicacy,    that .  my 

*  temper  was  fcarce  fufficient  for  the 

*  ceremooy  of  parting  $  and  now  that 

*  my  debt  to  his  family  is  overpaid,  I 
'  have  folemnly  renounced  his  corre- 

*  fpondence.* 

When  (he  heard  that,  inftead  of  be- 
traying the  leaft  fyraptom  of  regret  or 
conipalHon  for  her  unhappy  fate,  the 
perfidious  youth  had  exulted  over  her 
fail,  and  even  made  her  a  Aibjecl  foi  his 
mirth,  the  blood  revifited  her  faded 
cheeks,  and  refentment  redored  to  her 
eyes  that  poignancy  whicii  ibrrow  h.id 
l>efore  overcome.     Yet  flie  fcorned  to 

?;ivc  fpeech   to  her   iiiHgnatlon ;    but, 
brcin^  a  fmile,  *  VVljy  flio.iLi  I  repine,' 
faivl  (he,  *  at  ihe  moltihc^l.o^^  or  a  life 

*  which  I  dei'piie,  and   f'^oni  which,  I  • 

*  hope.    Heaven   will  fpeedily   fet   me 

*  free!' 

Fathom,  fired  by  her  emotion,  which 
had  recalled  all  the  graces  of  lici  beauty, 
exclaimed  in  a  rapture,  *  Talk  not  ib 
CO|ntemptuoudy  of  this  life,  which 
h^th  itill  a  fund  of  happiiul's  in  Itorc 
for  the  amiable,  the  divine  Moniniia. 
Though  one  admucr  hath  proved  an 
apoftate  to  his  vows,  your' candour 
will' not  fulTcr  you  tJ  coiuLnin  the 
whole  fex.  Some  there  are,  whofe 
bofoms  glow  with  paifion  equally 
pure,  unalterable,  and  intenfe.  Fur 
my  own  part,  I  have  I'acrificed  to  a 
rigid  pun^lilio  of  honour  the  deareft 
ideas  of  my  heart.  I  beheld  your  un- 
rivalled charms,  and  deeply  felt  their 
power:  yet,  while  a  poiTibility  of 
Melville's  reformation  remained,  and 
while  I  was  reftrained  by  my  niijgaid 
fortune  from  making  a  tender  worthy 
of  your  accepunce,  I  combated  wuh 
my  inclinations,  and  bore  wiihout  re- 
pining the  pangs  of  hopeleis  love.  But 
now  that  my  honour  is  dilcngaged, 
and  my  fortune  rendered  independent 
by  the  iaft  will  of  a  worthy  nobleman, 
whofe  friendfliip  I  was  favoured  with 
in  France,  1  prefume  to  lay  my/elt  at 
the  feet  of  the  adorable  Monimiu,  as 
the  moft  faithful  of  admirers,  wholis 
happinefs  or  mifery  wholly  depends 
^poa  bq:  nod.    Believe  mt;>  Madam, 
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*  thefe  are  not  the  profedions  of  idle 
'  gallantry  :  I  fpeak  the  genuine,  though 

*  iinpcTfecV,langu3geof  my  heart:  words 
'  even  the  moft  pathetick  cannot  do  juf- 

*  tice  to  my  love.     I  gaze  upon  your 

*  beauty  with  ravilhment;  but  1  con* 

<  template  the  graces  of  your  foul  with 

<  fuch  awful  veneration,  that  I  tremble 

*  while  I  approach  you,  as  if  my  vowf 

*  were  addrell'ed  to  lomcfupcrior  being,' 
During  this  declaration,  which  was 

pronounced  in  the  mod  emphatick  man- 
ner, Monimia  was  fucceffively  agitated 
with  Hiame,  anger,  and  grief  j  never* 
thelcfs,  fhe  fuminoned  her  whole  philo- 
fophy  to  her  aid,  and  with  a  tranquil, 
though  determined  air,  begged  he  would 
not  diminifh  the  obligations  he  had  al- 
ready conferred,  by  dillurbing  with  fuch 
unfeafunabie  addreffes  a  poor^inhappy 
muid,whohud  detached  all  her  thoughts 
from  eanhly  ohjeds,  and  waited  im- 
patiently fur  that  d-nblution  which  alone 
could  put  a  period  to  her  misfortunes. 

Fathom,  nn^gining  that  thefe  were 
no  other  th^n  the  fuggellions  of  a  tem- 
porary dif.ippointment  and  dcfpondence, 
which  it  was  his  bufmers  tooppoie  with 
all  his  eloquence  and  art,  renewed  hit 
theme  with  redoubled  r.rdourj  and  at 
lilt  became  fo  importunate  in  his  dcfircs, 
that  Monimia,  provoked  beyond  the 
power  of  concealing  her  refentment,  faid, 
the  was  heartily  forry  to  (ind  herfclf  un- 
der the  neceflity  of  telling  him,  that  in 
t!ie  midtt  of  iicr  misfortunes  fhecould  not 
help  rtmembering  what  (he  had  been. 
Then  rifmg  from  her  feat  with  all  the 
dignity  oi  difplcafure,  *  Peihaps,*  added 
flic,  '  you  have  forgot  who  was  the  fa- 

*  ther  of  the  once  happy  Monimia!' 
With  thefe  words  (he  retried  into  an- 
other chapiber,  leaving  our  adventurer 
con  founded  by  the  repulfe  he  had  fuf- 
tained.  Not  that  he  was  difcouraged 
from  prol'ecuting  his  aim  :  on  the  con- 
trary, this  rebuff  feemed  to  add  frefli 
vigour  to  his  operations.  He  now 
thought  it  high  time  to  bring  over  Ma- 
dam La  Mrr  to  his  intereftj  and,  to  fa- 
cilitate her  converfion,  took  an  opportu- 
nity of  bribing  her  with  fome  inconfi- 
derable  prcfents,  after  having  amufed 
her  with  a  plaufible  tale  of  his  pa(rion 
for  Monimia,  with  whom  (he  undertook 
the  ofiice  of  his  mediatrix,  on  the  fup- 
pofitioH  that  his  intentions  were  ho- 
nourable, and  highly  advantageous  to 
her  lodger. 

She  was,  firft  of  all,  inveftcd  with 
T  2  *     the 
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the  office  of  obtaining  pardon  for  the 
offence  he  had  given  j  and  in  this  nego- 
ciation  (he  fucceeded  fo  well,  as  to  be- 
come  an  advocate  for  his  fuit;  accord- 
i;igly,  fhe  took  all  occafions  of  magni- 
fying hi?  praife.  His  agreeable  penon 
was  often  the  fubje^l  of  her  difcourfe  to 
the  fair  mourner:  her  admiration  dwelt 
upon  his  politenefs,  good  fenfe,  and 
winning  deportment :  and  (he  every  day 
retailed  little  ftories  of  his  benevolence 
and  greatnefs  of  foul.  The  defeft  in 
his  birth  fhe  reprefented  as  a  circum- 
ilance  altogether  foreign  from  the  confi- 
deration  of  his  merit ;  efpecially  in  a 
nation  where  fuch  dillinflions  arc  as 
little  refpe£led  as  they  will  be  in  a  fu- 
ture flate.  She  mentioned  feveral  per- 
fons  of  qote,  who  bafkcd  in  the  funfhine 
of  power  and  fortune,  without  having 
enjoyed  the  lealt  hereditary  afliitlance 
from  their  fore  fathers.  One,  (hefaid, 
fprung  from  the  loins  of  an  oblcure 
attorney,  another  was  the  grandlbn  of 
.  a  vakt  de  chambre,  a  third  was  the  iflue 
of  an  accomptant,  and  a  fourth  the  off- 
Ipring  of  a  woollen -draper:  all  ihefe 
were  the  children  of  their  own  good 
works,  and  had  i-ailed  themfelvcs  upon 
their  perfcnal  virtues  and  addrefsj  a 
foundation  certainly  more  foiid  and  ho- 
nourable thnn  a  vMgue  inheritance  deriv- 
ed from  anceftors,  in  whofe  deferts  ihey 
could  not  be  luppofed  to  have  bore  the 
lea  ft  Ihare. 

Moniniia  liftened  to  all  thefe  argu- 
ments with  great  piuitnce  and  affability, 
though  fhe  ax  once  dived  into  the  I'curce 
from  which  all  Iiich  inlinuations  flowed: 
flie  joined  in  the  commendations  of  Fa- 
thom, and  owned  herfelf  a  p -rticular  in- 
flance  of  thnt  benevolence  which  the  old 
lady  had  fo  juilly  extolled  j  but,  once 
fv^r  all,  toprevtnt  thefiipplication  which 
Madam  Lu  Mcr  was  about  to  make,  Ihe 
folcmnly  pmiefted,  that  her  heart  was 
alioc'ether  fliui  ag-ainft  any  other  earth- 
ly engagtmenr ;  and  that  her  thoughts 
were  aitugcihcr  employed  upon  her  eter- 
nal r.ilvatiun. 

The  afliduous  landlady  perceiving 
ilie  lic.dir.tis  cf  her  dilpofition,  thought 
j)u.'.;CTto  alter  her  method  of  proceed- 
ii  ,'  ami  for  the  preicnt  fufpended  that 
t:  -^luo  by  which  fhe  found  her  fairlodger 
c:r.. bilged.  Rtlblved  to  reconcile  Mo- 
^  ;rii.A  to  life  btfore  fhe  would  again  re- 
c  5.t^ieud  Fercjinand  to  her  iove,  ihe  en- 
t._.\^  ,  j.cd  to  amufc  her  imagination,  by 
i'-v  .'utii  g  the  cccafional  incidents  of 


the  day;  hoping  gradually  to  decoy  her 
attention  tothofe  fublunary  objects  from 
which  it  had  been  induftrioufly  weaned  s 
fhe  feafoned  her  converfation  with  a- 
greeable  Tallies)  enlarged  upon  the  dif- 
ferent fcenes  of  pleasure  and  diverfion 
appertaining  to  this  great  metropolis ; 
pra^ifed  upon  her  palate  with  the  deli- 
cacies of  eatings  endeavoured  to  Ihake 
her  temperance  with  repeated  ptxiifers 
and  recommendations  of  certain  cordials 
and  reftoratives,  which  (he  alledged  were 
necefTary  for  the  recovery  of  her  health; 
and  preffed  her  to  make  little  excuriions 
into  the  fields  that  fkirt  the  towo,  for 
the  benefit  of  air  and  exercife. 

While  this  auxiliary  plied  the  dif- 
confolate  Monimia  on  one  hand.  Fa- 
thom was  not  rem ifs  on  the  other:  he 
now  feemed  to  have  facrificed  his  paf* 
flon  to  her  quiet ;  his  difcourfe  turned 
upon  more  indifferent  fubje6ls ;  he  en- 
deavoured to  difpel  her  melancholy  with 
arguments  drawn  from  philofophy  and 
religion:  on  fomc  occafions  he  difplayed 
all  his  fund  of  good-humour,  with  a 
view  to  beguile  her  forrow  5  he  impor- 
tuned her  to  give  him  ihe  pleafure  of 
fquiring  her  to  fome  place  of  innocent 
entertainment)  and,  finally,  infiftcd  up* 
on  her  accepting  a  pecuniary  reinforce- 
ment to  her  finances,  which  he  knew  to 
be  in  a  moft  confumptive  condition. 


CHAP.    XIV. 

MONIMIA's  HONOUR  IS  PROTECTEIX 
BY  THE  INTERPOSITION  OF  HBA- 

VHN. 

WITH  that  complacency  and  for- 
titude which  were  peculiar  to 
herlcif,  this  haplefs  flninger  refifled  all 
thofc  artful  temptations.       Her   fufte- 
nance  was  barely  luch  as  exempted  her 
from  the  guilt  of  being  acceffaiy  to  her 
own  death  j  her  dnnk  was  the  fimple 
element :    flie  encouraged  no  difcourfe 
but  that  which  turned  upon  the  con- 
cerns of  her  immortal  part)  Hie  never 
went  abroad,  except  in  vifits  to  a  French 
chapel   in  the  neighbourhood )  ihe  le- 
fufcd  the  proffered  alfiftance  of  our  ad- 
venturer with  equal  obtHnacy  and  po- 
liteneis,  and  with  pleafure  raw  herlelf 
walling  towards  that  period  of  moitality 
which  v/a.^  the  confummation  of  her 
wilh.     Yet  her  charms,  far  from  melt - 
iug  away  with  her  conliitution,  feemed 

"to 
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'to  triumph  over  the  decays  of  nature : 
her  (hape  and  features  (llll  retained  that 
harmony  for  which  they  Ind  always 
been  diflinguiflied :  a  mixture  of  ma- 
jefty  and  f-veetnefs  diffu fed  itfclf  in  her 
looks,  and  her  fechlencfs  adiled  to  th.it 
ibft  and  feminine  grace  which  attrn6>s 
•the  fympathy,  and  engages  thrr  protec- 
tion of  every  humane  beholder.  The 
ailbciates,  thus  baffled  in  tlitij- attempts 
to  excite  her  ideas  of  plt':iiinc,  ajpin 
ihifted  their  p)an,  and  relblvcd  to  at 
tack  this  forlorn  beauty  on  the  fide  of 
fear  and  mortification. 

Our  adventurer  became  lefs  frcqu'^nt 
in  his  vifits,  and  more  indiffeienr  in  his 
]2mg^age  and  deportment;  while  M.t- 
dam  La  Mer  gradually  relaxed  in  that 
complacency  and  refpeft  with  which 
flic  bad  hitherto  behaved  towards  her 
fair  lodger.  She  even  began  to  drop 
hints  of  difapprobation  and  reproach 
againft  this  pattern  of  innocence  and 
beauty ;  and  at  length  grew  bold  enough 
to  tell  her,  that  her  misfortunes  could 
be  attributed  to  nothing  but  her  own 
obftinacy  and  pride ;  that  (lie  had  been 
at  great  pains  to  difoblige  the  only  pcr- 
fon  who  was  able  and  willing  to  raile 
her  abore  dependance,  and  that  if  bis 
proteAion  ihould  be  withdrawn,  ftie 
muft  be  expofed  to  the  utmolt  extremity 
ofdiftrefs. 

Thcfe  infinuations,  inftead  of  pro- 
ducing the  defired  cffe6\,  inflamed  the 
indignation  of  Monimia,  who,  in  a  moil 
dignitied  ftile  of  rebuke,  chid  her  lor 
her  indelicacy  and  prefumption,  ob- 
ferving,  that  (he  could  have  no  title  to 
take  fuch  freedoms  with  lodgers,  whole 
punctuality  and  regular  deportment  left 
her  no  room  to  complain.  Notwith- 
ftanding  this  animated  reply,  (he  un- 
derwent the  moft  deplorable  anguiHi 
when  (he  reflefted  upon  the  infolence  of 
this  woman,  from  whofe  barbarity  (lie 
had  no  refource}  and  feeing  no  oiher 
poflibility  of  redrefs,  than  that  of  ap- 
pealing to  the  good  offices  of  Fathom, 
(he  conquered  her  relu6lancc  Co  far,  as 
to  complain  to  him  of  Madam  La  Mer's 
incivility. 

Pleafed  with  this  application,  he  gave 
her  to  underiland,  with  very  little  cere- 
Biony  or  preamble,  that  it  wholly  de- 
pended upon  herfelf,  whether flie  Ihould 
continue  to  be  wretched,  or  be  deli- 
vered at  once  from  all  her  cares  and 
perplexity;  that,  njtwithlhnding  the 
difdain  with  which  Hie  had  ueaicd  his 


addrefTcs,  he  was  ftill  ready  to  by  .him- 
fclf  ;ind  his  fortune  at  h'^r  feet ;  and 
th  It  if  (he  (hoiild  again  rejcft  the  difuUt- 
relled  pro;>ofal,  the  whole  world,  ani 
her  own  confcience,  would  charge  upon 
hcifelf  whatever  calamities  Ihe  might  be 
ruh]e6lcd  to  in  the  fequtl.  Intci-prcting 
into  a  fa\ourablc  hefitation  her  lilcncc, 
wl'.icli  was  the  lefult  of  wrath  and  a- 
mazemcnt,  he  proceeded  to  throw  him- 
Ceii'  at  her  fcwt,  and  utter  a  romanti^k 
rhnpfody;  in  the  courfc  of  which,  lay- 
ing afide  all  that  rcftraint  wliich  heboid 
hitherto  prcferve'l,  he  feized  her  delicate 
hand,  and  pre(red  it  to  his  lips  j  nay, 
fo  far  did  he  forget  himftlf.  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  that  he  caught  the  fair  creatui^ 
in  his  arms,  and  rudely  ravi(hcd  a  kifs 
from  thofc  lips  which  he  had  before 
contemj)lated  with  the  moft  diftant  je- 
verence-of  dclire. 

Hiving  thus  broken  down  the  fences 
of  liecorum,  and  being  heated  with  tianf- 
poit,  he,  in  all  probability,  would  have 
afttd  the  part  of  young  Taiquin,  and 
violated,  by  force,  that  facrcd  flirine  of 
honour,  beauty,  antl  unblmjinv-d  truth, 
had  not  the  wrath  kindled  by  fuch  an 
imexpc6led  outrage,  infpiied  her  with 
(Irength  and  fpiiiis  fufficient  to  protect 
her  virtue,  and  intimidate  the  ruffian 
who  could  offcfr  violence  to"  fuch  per- 
fcSlion.  She  b.okc  from  his  delelted 
embrace  with  furprizing  agility,  and 
called  aloud  to  her  landlady  for  abid- 
ance ;  but  that  difcrct-t  marron  was  ic- 
lolvcd  to  hear  nothi.ig,  and  fathom's 
appetite  being  whettcvl  to  a  moft  brutal 
degree  of  eagernei's,  *  M^dam,'  faid  he, 

*  all  oppofit:on  is  vain  :  what  yoa  have 

*  refilled  to   my  intrcatics,    you    (l»all 

*  yield  to  my  powerj    and  I  aui   deitr- 

*  mined  to  force  you  to  your  own  ad- 

*  vantage* 

So  faying,  he  fprung  towards  her, 
with  the  molt  llivage  ami  impioui  in- 
tent j  when  this  amiable  heroine  Inatch- 
iiig  up  his  fwoni,  which  lay  upon  a 
b) -table,  and  unflicalhinrj  it  inltania- 
ncoully,  prednud  the  ipiut  to  his  brcalt, 
and  w'.ile  her  eyes  j^iance  i  with  intoic- 
rahb   keenncfs,    *  Villain  1'    cried  flic, 

*  thj  lj)irit  of  my  father  animates  my 

*  bolbm,  and  tlie  vengeance  of  Heavcii 

*  fliall  not  be  frultiated."'  He  was  not 
lb  much  atfetteJ  by  his  bodily  dan- 
ger, as  nwc-liruck  at  i!ic  manner  of 
her  addrefs,  and  the  appeaiance  of  her 
afpe^l,  which  Teemed  to  ;r.inc  with  ibmc- 
thmg   fupeniatural,   and    actually  dif- 

dezed 
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«^d^red  his  whole  faculties,  Infomuch 
that  he  retreated  without  attempting  to 
make  the  leaft  replv ;  and  lite  having 
lee u red  the  door  after  his  departure, 
fat  down  to  ponder  upon  this  ihocklng 
event. 

Words  are  wanting  to  defcribe  the 
iccumulated  horrors  that  took  poireflion 
of  her  mind,  when  (lie  thus  beheld  all 
ker  prefaging  fears  realized,  and  found 
berltif  at  the  mercy  of  two  wretches, 
who  had  nowpulled  off  the  iiiafk,  after 
kaving  loft  all  fentimcnts  of  humiinity. 
Common  affliftion  waS  an  igreeable 
reverie  to  what  (he  I'lifKied;  di^rived 
of  her  parents,  exiled  hoin  her  liit;;,(.ls 
and  country,  reduced  to  the  briii^  of 
wanting  the  molt  infiiij.ti  iiblc  ntcd- 
faries  of  life,  iv  a  Touiun  liiul,  where 
fte  knew  not  one  pr;  \.i\  to  whcf.  piu 
teflion  flic  could  iuiv-  »cc.;uilt*  tun\  ilie 
inexprelTible  woes  iha'  .iivMroned  hei  : 
^e  complained  to  ikaven  t!  at  he»  Wte 
was  protia^icj  f(  '•  ihc  ..u,  men'mon  of 
that  mifery  whioh  ww^  ^ilitj^ly  too  Icvcre 
to  be  endured  J  ior  H.t  (huchittrea  at  the 
profpett  of  being  u.ttrly  ab:indoncd  m 
ihc  iait  Itage  of  inorr.ility,  without  one 
friend  to  clof-  nci  lyes,  or  do  the  latt 
offices  of  humnuity  to  her  hreathids 
corpfe.  Tliefe  were  drtac!ful  retlfclioi.s 
to  a  young  lady  who  had  been  born  to 
affluence  and  fjijendor,  tram<u  up  in  all 
the  eie;.njnce  of  education,  by  naiure 
fraugjhc  with  that  iVnfibility  which  re- 
fines the  lenliment  and  taltc,  and  fo  ten- 
derly cheriflied  by  her  iiidulgenr  pa- 
rents, that  tbey  fuj'ered  not  the  nxuids 
of  hcaicn  to  'vijit  birjace  too  roughly. 

Having  pafied  the  night  in  fiich  ai^o- 
jiy,  /he  loie  at  day  bre-ik,  and  hearm? 
the  chapel-bell  toll  for  morning  prayere, 
rdbhed  to  go  to  this  place  of  worlhip, 
in  order  to  implore  the  affiftance  of 
Heaven:  flic  no fooner opened  thecham- 
ber-door  with  this  intent,  than  flie  was 
fTjet  by  Madam  La  Mer,  who  aticr 
having  profeflVd  her  concern  for  wh:it 
had  happened  over- night,  and  imputed 
Mr.  Fathom's  rudenefs  to  the  Jpirit  of 
intoxication,  by  which  ftie  had  newr 
beioie  fcen  him  polfelVal,  flie  endea- 
voured to  difliiade  M(»nimia  horn  her 
jnirpofe,  by  obferving,  that  her  health 
would  be  prejudiced  by  the  cold  morn- 
ing air;  but  findnig  her  detemuned, 
file  infifted  upon  accompanying  her  to 
chapel,  on  pretence  of  relj^ett,  though, 
in  reality,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the 
^I'cape  of  her  beauteous  lodgu.    Thus 


attended,  the  hapleft  raouiner  cnlcicd 
the  place,  and  according  to  the  laudable 
hofpitality  of  England,  which  is  tbc 
only  country  in  Chriftendom  where  a 
ftranger  is  not  made  welcome  to  the 
houte  of  GoJ,  this  amiable  creature, 
emaciated  and  enfeebled  as  fiie  was, 
muft  hive  ftood  in  a  common  paflagr, 
during  the  whole  fervice,  had  not  fhe 
bttn  perceived  by  a  humane  gcntlewo* 
man,  who,  ilruck  with  her  beauty  and 
dignified  air;  and  melted  with  fym- 
pathy  at  the  ineff".tble  forrow  which  W3t 
v^fible  in  her  countenance,  opepcd  th* 
j>ew  in  which  (he  fit,-  and  accommo- 
dated Monimia  and  her  at  endant :  if 
flie  was  captivated  by  her  firit  apfiear- 
ance,  (he  was  not  'efs  a iic6ted  by  the 
deportment  of  her  fair  guclt,  which 
Wis  the  pattern  of  genuine  devotion. 

Jn  a  woid,  this  good  lady,  who  wat 
a  nierchant's  widow  in  opulent  circum* 
H.iiitcs,  was  inflamed  with  a  longing 
delirc  to  know  ami  betriniJ  iht:  ami.ibie 
flrargerj  who,  after  Icrvice,  turning 
a:)out  to  tlnmk  her  for  hw  civility. 
Madam  Cement,  with  th^t  frankneis 
^^hlch  is  the  refult  ot  true  oenrvoJcncc, 
told  her,  fhe  was  loo  much  prepi'fleficd 
in  hti  favour,  to  let  flip  this  o]>portu- 
nity  oi  craving  her  acquaintance,  and 
of  exprcfling  her  inclination  to  adlevtate 
(if  pollible)  that  aflli6^ion  which  was 
manifclt  in  her  looks. 

Monimia,  overwhelmed  with  grati- 
tude and  furprize  at  this  uncxpcAcd  ad- 
drefs,  gazed  upon  the  lady  in  filence, 
and  when  flie  repeated  her  tenders  of 
lervice,  could  make  no  other  reply  to 
her  goodnefs,  than  by  hurtling  into  a 
flood  of  tears:  this  was  a  Ipecies  of 
eloquence,  which  did  not  pals  unre- 
garded by  Madam  Clement,  who,  while 
her  own  eyes  were  bedewed  with  the 
drops  of  lympathy  and  compafllon,  took 
the  lovely  orphan  by  the  hand,  and  led 
her,  without  farther  ceremony,  to  her 
own  coach,  that  Ifood  waiting  at  the 
door,  whither  they  were  followed  by 
Mis.  La  Mer,  who  was  fo  much  con- 
founded at  the  adventure,  that  flie  made 
no  objei'tions  to  the  propofal  of  the  lady 
who  handed  her  lodger  into  the  car- 
riage; but  retired,  with  all  po&ble 
difpatch,  to  make  Fathom  acquainted 
with  this  unforefeen  event. 

Meanwhile,  the  agitation  of  Moni- 
mia, at  this  providential  deliverance, 
was  fuch  as  had  well-nigh  dcftroyed 
her  tender  frame:   the  blood  fluibcd 

and 
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^d  foribok  ber  chetk.»  by  turns }  (he 
^rembJed  from  head  to  foot,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  confoiatoiy  aflurancet  of 
Madam  Clement)  and,  without  being 
able  to  utter  one  word,  was  conUu^led 
to  the  houfe  of  that  kind  bcnefa^krefs, 
where  the  violence  of  her  tranfports 
overpowered  her  conftitution,  and  ilie 
funk  down  upon  a  couch  in  a  fwoon, 
from  which  Ihe  was  not  eafily  recovered. 
This  afte^Ung  circumftance  augmented 
the  pity,  and  interelied  the  ciiriofity  of 
Madam  Clement,  who  concluded  there 
was  fomething  very  extraordinary  in 
the  cafe  of  the  Itranger,  to  produce  thefe 
agonies 5  and  grew  impatient  to  hear 
the  uarticulars  of  her  ftory. 

Monimia  no  fooner  retrieved  the  uie 
of  her  faculties,  than  looking  around, 
and  obierving  with  what  humane  con- 
cern her  new  hortefs  was  employed  in 
effefting  her  recovery,  *  Is  this,*  faid 
ihei  <  a  flattering  illulion  of  the  brain? 
<  or  am  I  really  under  the  protefkion  of 

*  ibme  beneficent  being,  whom  Heaven 

*  hath  infpired  with  generofity,  to  ref- 

*  cue  an  haplefs  Itranger  from  the  mod 
*-  forlorn  ftateof  mifeiy  and  woe  V  Her 
Toice  was,  at  all  times,  raviihingly 
fweet ;  and  this  exclamation  was  pro- 
nounced with  fuch  pathetick  fervour^ 
that  Madam  Clement  clafped  her  in  her 
arms,  and  kifling  her  with  all  the  eager- 
nefs  of  maternal  affection,  *  Yes,*  cried 
Ihe,    <  fair  creature.  Heaven  hath  be- 

*  ftowed  upon  me  a  heart  to  compaf- 
'  fionate,  and  power,  I  hope,  to  lighten 

*  the  burden  of  your  forrows.* 

She  then  prevailed  upon  her  to  take 
ibrae  nouriftimentt  and  afterwards  to 
recount  the  particulars  of  her  fate;  a 
talk  (he  performed  with  fuch  accuracy 
and  candour,  that  Madam  Clement, 
far  from  fufpefling  her  iincerity,  faw 
truth  and  conviflion  in  every  circum- 
ftance  cf  her  talej  and  having  condoled 
her  misfortunes,  entreated  her  to  forget 
them^  or,  at  leatt,  look  upon  herlelf 
as  one  (heitered  under  the  care  and  tui- 
tion of  a  perfon,  whofe  ftudy  it  would 
be  to  fopply  her  want  of  natural  pa- 
rents. This  would  have  been  a  happy 
viciilitude  of  fortune,  had  it  not  arrived 
too  late ;  but  fuch  a  fudden  and  unlook- 
ed-for tranGtion,  not  only  difordered 
the  faculties  of  poor  Monunia's  mind> 
but  a^fo  overpowered  the  organs  of  her 
body,  already  fatigued  and  enfeebled  by 
the  diftrefles  flie  had  undergone  $  To  that 
Ihe  was  taken  ill  of  a  iavtr  lb  at  fame 
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night,  and  became  delirious  before 
morning,  when  a  phyilciau  was  called 
to  htr  atfiffance. 

While  this  gentleman  was  in  thft 
houfe.  Madam  Clement  was  vifited  by 
Fathom;  who,  af tei  iiaving  complained 
in  ihe  moll  inlinuatu  <r  nnnuer,  tiiat  die 
had  encouraged  his  wile  lO  abandon  her 
duty,  told  her  a  pijuilble  itory  of  hia 
firft  acquaintance  with  M  nunia,  and 
his  marriage  at  the  Fleet,  which,  h« 
faid,  he  was  ready  to  yove,  by  tha 
evidence  of  the  clejgyman  who  joined 
them,  and  that  of  Mis.  La  Mer,  who 
was  prefent  at  the  ceremony.  The  good 
lady,  although  a  little  daggered  at  the 
genteel  appearance,  and  engaging  ad- 
drcfs  of  this  ftranger,  could  not  prevail 
upon  herreif  to  believe  that  ihe  had  been 
impofed  upon  by  her  fair  lodger,  who 
by  this  time  had  given  too  convincing 
a  proof  of  her  fmcerity:  nevertheleft^ 
in  order  to  prevent  any  difpute  that 
might  be  prejudicial  to  the  health  or 
recovery  of  Monimia,  ihe  gave  him  to 
underftand,  that  ihe  would  not  at  pre« 
lent  enter  upon  the  merits  of  the  cauie^ 
but  only  aflure  him,  that  the  young 
lady  was  actually  bereft  of  her  ienfes^ 
and  in  imminent  danger  of  her  life  j  for 
the  truth  of  which  ailertions  ihe  would 
appeal  to  bis  own  obfervation,  and  tho 
opinion  of  the  phyilcian,  who  was  then 
employed  in  writing  a  preicription  for 
the  cure  of  her  difeale. 

So  faying,  ihe  conducted  him  into 
the  chamber,  where  he  beheld  the  hap- 
lefs virgin  llretchcd  upon  a  lick  bed, 
panting  under  the  violence  of  a  diilem- 
per  too  mighty  for  her  weakly  frame, 
her  hair  diihevelled,  and  dii'compofure 
in  her  looks ;  all  the  roles  of  her  youth 
were  faded,  yet  all  the  graces  of  her 
beauty  were  nut  fled  ;  ihe  reuined  that 
fweetnefs  and  fymmetry,  which  death 
itfelf  could  not  deltroy  j  and,  though 
her  diicourfe  was  incoherent,  her  voice 
was  ftill  muiical,  rdcmbling  thofe  fea- 
thcred  fongllers  who  *warbU  tbar  na^ 
live  lAJood-notes  ivild. 

Fathom,  as  upon  all  other  occafions, 
fo  on  this,  behaved  like  an  inimita- 
ble a6lor :  he  ran  to  the  bed- fide,  with 
all  the  trepidation  of  a  diltra£led  lover  y 
he  fell  upon  his  knees,  and  while  the 
tears  rolled  down  his  cheeks,  imprint- 
ed a  thoulaud  kifTes  on  the  ibft  hand  of 
Monimia ;  who,  regarding  him  with  a 
lack  lufiie,  and  undillinguifhing  eye, 
'  Alas,  RenaJdor  laid  ine,  <  we  were 
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•  horn  to  be  unhappy.'—*  Would  to 

•  Heaven,'  cried  Fcrdinnnd,  in  a  tran- 
fport  of  grief,    <  the  wretch   Renaldo- 

•  had  never  been  horn  I  that  is  tlie  vil- 

•  lain  who  feduced  the  afFe^ion  of  this 

•  unfortunate  woman.     I  admitted  the 

•  traitor  into  mv  friend  (hip  and  coiifi- 

•  dtrnce,  relieved  him  in  his  neceflities, 

•  and,    lik::  the   imgn^tcful   viper,    he 

•  h^th  (lung  ilicveiy  bofom  that  che- 
«  ri(hed  him  in  Ijis  difti-cls.'  Then  he 
proceeded  to  infoim  Madam  Clement 
how  he  had  dehvercd  that  lame  Renal- 
do from  prilbn,"m.iintained  him  after- 
wards ?it  a  great  expcnce,  and  at 
length  furniflicd  him  with  a  Aim  of 
money,  and  proper  credentials,  to  fup- 
pcrt  his  intereft  at  the  court  of  Vienna. 

Having  finiOKd  this  detail,  he  aiked 
the  phyfician's  fentimcnts  of  his  wife's 
diftemper,  and  being  told  that  her  life 
was  in  extreme  jeopardy,  begged  he 
would  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  in  her 
behalf,  and  even  made  him  a  tender  of 
an  extraordinary  fee,  which  was  re- 
fuled  ;  he  a!fo  thanked  Madam  Cle- 
mcMt  for  l>er  charity  and  benevolence 
towards  a  (tranger,  and  took  his  leave, 
with  many  polite  profeflions  of  grati- 
tude and  eheem.  He  had  no  fooner 
quitted  *tlie  houfe,  than  the  phyfician, 
who  was  a  humane  man,  and  a  fo- 
reigner, began  to  caution  the  lady  a- 
gaintt  his  infmuaiions*  obferving,  that 
ioine  circumftauces  of  the  Itory,  con- 
cerning Renaldo,  were,  to  his  particu- 
lar knowledge,  contrary  to  truth  j  for 
that  he  himlclf  had  been  ;:pp!ied  to  for 
letters  of  reconwr.cndaiion,  in  behalf 
of  Count  Melvill-,  by  a  Jew  merchant 
of  his  accjuaintance,  who  had  fupplied 
the  young  gentleman  with  money  fuf- 
ficicnt  for  his  occi.fions,  in  confequence 
of  a  minute  enquiiy  he  had  made  into 
the  chara61er  of  Renaldo,  who  was, 
by  all  reports,  a  youth  of  ttri6l  ho- 
nour, and  untainted  morals. 

Madam  Clement,  thus  cautioned, 
entered  into  delibeistion  with  her  own 
thoughts,  and  comparing  the  particu- 
lars of  this  account  with  thufc  of  Mo- 
nimia's  own  Oory,  (he  concluded,  that 
Fathom  was  the  very  traitor  he  himfclf 
had  dclhibed  j  and  that  he  had,  by  a- 
bufing  the  confidence  of  both,  cft'ti;)cd 
a  fntal  breach  between  two  innocent 
and  dtfcrving  lovers.  She  accordingly 
looked  upon  him  with  honor  and  de- 
teiUtionj  but,  neverthclefs,  refolved  to 
treat  hmi  with   civility  in    the  mean 


time,  that  the  poor  )t>ung  lady  migfaf 
not  be  di Curbed  in  her  lad  nioments) 
for  ihe  had  now  loik  all  hopes  of  her 
recovery.  Yet  the  fever  abated,  and 
in  two  days  flie  retrieved  the  ufe  of  her 
reafon  j  though  the  diilemper  had  af- 
feded  her  lungs,  and  (he  was  in  all  ap- 
peainmce  doomed  to  linger  a  few  weeks 
longer  in  a  confumption. 

Fathom  wa«  punflual  in  his  vilita- 
tion,  though  never  admitted  into  her 
prefencc  alter  the  delirium  vani/hed; 
and  he  had  the  opportunity  of  feeing 
her  conveyed  in  a  chariot  to  Kenfing- 
ton  Gravel- pits,  a  place  which  may  be 
termed  the  lad  ftage  of  many  a  moital 
peregrination.  He  now  implicitly  be- 
lieved, that  death  would  in  a  few  days 
ba^le  all  his  dcfigns  upon  the  unfortu- 
nate Monimia ;  and  forefeeing,  that 
as  he  had  owned  himlelf  her  hulband, 
he  might  be  obliged  to  defray  ihe  ex- 
pence  incurred  by  her  ficknefs  and  bu- 
rial, he  very  prudently  int^mitted  in 
his  vjfits,  and  had  recourfe  to  the  intel- 
ligence of  his  auxiliary. 

As  for  Monimia,  (he  approached  the 
goal  of  life  ;  not  fimply  with  refigna- 
tion,  but  with  rapture:  (lie  enjoyed  in 
tranquillity,  the  converiation  of  lier 
kind  benefa6lrefs,  who  never  (lined 
from  her  apartment;  (he  was  blelTed 
with  the  fpiritual  confolation  of  a  wor- 
thy clergyman,  wlio  removed  all  her 
leiigious  fcruplcsj  and  (he  congrafu- 
htcd  hcrfcif  on  the  near  proipeft  of  that 
land  of  peace  where  forrow  is  not 
known. 

At  length  Mrs.  La  Mer  gave  notice 
to  our  adventurer  of  this  amiable  young 
lady's  deceafe,  and  the  time  fixed  for 
the  interment;  upon  which  thefe  two 
viituous  a(rociates  took  pofTcflion  of  a 
place,  from  whence  ihey  could,  unper- 
ccived,  behold  the  funeral.  He  mud 
have  a  hard  heart,  who  without  an  e- 
motion  of  piiy  can  fee  the  laft  o(Eces 
performed  to  a  young  creature  cut  o(F 
in  the  (lower  of  youth  and  beauty,  even 
though  he  knows  not  her  name,  and  is 
an  utter  ftrangcr  to  her  vlitues:  how 
callous,  then,  nuili  the  fuul  of  that  wretch 
have  been,  who,  without  a  fymptom 
of  remorfe  or  concern,  faw  the  fable 
hearfe  adorned  with  while  plumes,  as 
emblems  of  Moniinia's  purity,  pafs 
before  him,  while  her  incomparable 
merit  ftood  full  in  his  rcmembiauce, 
and  he  knew  himkif  the  wicked  caufc 
of  her  untimely  fate  I 

Ferfidiouft 
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Pcrfidiovi  ^MBlBh4  ibf 
tntio  BOPooooM  that  I  half  refcaut  dm 
of  lumiig.uiidertaken  to  raccsd  tby  Me* 
moin  I  yet  fuch  mooftert  oyght  to  be 
exhibited  to  poblick  Vi«w,  that  man- 
kind  may  be  upon  .their  guard  agatnft 
impoftum)  that  the  world  may  ict 
how  fraud  it  apt  toover^oot  iticLft 
and  that,  as  Tiftoe,  though  it  may  fuf- 
fer  for  a  while,  will  triumph  in  th« 
end  i  [o  iniquity,  though  it  may  pcoT* 
|>er  for  a  leafon,  will  at  Ink  be  over* 
taken  by  that  puniflimcnt  and  diigraot 
which  are  it*ft  due* 


CHAP.    XV. 

FAT  ROM  f  UIFTS  TM£  SCBIIJB,  AJfO 
APPEARS  IN  A  NEW  0«AILAC* 
TBR'. 

FATHOM*!  expeaatioBt,  with 
reliE>e6l  to  the  fair  orphan,  having 
thus  proved  abortive,  he  loft  no  time  in 
bewailing  hit  mifcarriagc,  but  bad  >m« 
inediate  recour&  to  other  rnein*  of  im- 
proving  hia  fmall  fortune,  which  at 
this  period  aiBoun ted  to  near  two  hun- 
died  pounds.  Whatever  inclination 
he  had  to  rd'umc  the  chancer  he  had 
formerly  bore  in  the  polite  world,  ht 
durit  not  venture  to  launch  out  again 
into  the  expence  nectiTvy  to  maintain 
that  ftation,  becaule  his  former  reiburcea 
snrere  now  ftopped,  snd  all  the  people 
of  failiion,  by  this  time,  convinced  of 
his  being  a  needy  adventurer.  Never- 
tbeiefs,  he  refblved  to  found  the  fenti- 
jnents  of  his  old  ftiends  at  a  diftance, 
and  )ud^,  from  the  htception  he  fliould 
meet  with,  how  far  he  might  prefume 
upon  their  countenance  and  favour} 
for  he  rightly  fuppofed,  that  if  he 
could  in  any  fliape  contribute  to  their 
intereft  or  amufement,  they  would  eafi* 
ly«f<>%ive  his  former  preteniions  to  qua- 
lity, arrogant  as  they  were,  and  ftiil 
entertain  him  on  the  footing  of  a  necef- 
iary  acquaintance. 

With  this  view,  he  one  day  prefented 
bimldf  at  court  in  a  very  gay  iuit  of 
doaths,  and  bowed  at  a  diilance  to 
many  of  his  old  fashionable  friends  of 
both  fexes,  not  one  of  whom  favoured 
him  with  any  other  notice,  than  that  of 
a  quarter  curtfey,  or  Aight  inclination 
of  the  head  |  for,  by  this  time,  the  few 
that  lenROibered  him  knew  from  what 
tietireiiieat  henowv  eoKigedi  and  avoided 
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him  •ccprding^  4i  tbe  gaol  hoMkn  | 
bot  the  greater  pait  of  thofie  .who  htd 
eultivated  him  in  the  centth  of  hia  for^ 
tune*  ^vere  now  utter  ftrangers  te  bil 
perfpnj  whieb  they  had  aaiially  for* 
got,  anudft  the  fuecefilon  .of  novcUiei 
jhat  furrouaded  them  i  or,  if  they  4id 
recoliea  his  name,  it  was  remembered 
a#  an  old  fafliion  which  bad  bcca  many 
months  out  of  date* 

Notwithftanding  theieitiortlfyingdif* 
coursgementSy  our  hero,  that  fame  evear 
ing,  effeaed  a  Mgment  in  a  eertaia 
gaming-  houfe  not  tar  from  St.  JameaUi 
and,. as  he  played  pretty  high,  and  maite 
a  parade  of  his  ready -money,  he  wia 
foon  iccognized  by  divert  perjbaa  o^ 
coafequence,  who  cordially  itrelcomed 
him  to  Ei^land,  on  pretence  of  b«« 
lieviog  he  had  been  abroad.  And  with 
great  complacency,  repeated  their  for- 
mer profeflionsoifriendftwpt  Though 
this  was  a  certain  w^y  of  jwtaialngithe 
favour  of  thofe  wonhics,.. while  hii:^« 
nances  continued  to.floqriiii,  tad  hie 
payments  were  prompt,  rhe  knew  «l» 
weaknefs  of  his  funds  too.vireli,  to  tiiink 
they  could  bear  the  vicifTitudesof  playi 
and  the  re membicance  of  the  two  firi* 
tifh  knights  who  had  fpoiled  him  at 
Paris,  hung  over  his  imagination  with 
tlte  moft  frightful  preiiiges  i  beiides,  he 
perceived  that  gaming  was  now  ma« 
naged  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  rendered 
ikiil  and  dexterity  of  no  advantage} 
for  the  fpirit  of  play  having  overfpread 
the  land  like  a  peftiience,  raged  to  fuch 
a  degree  of  madneTs  and  defperation* 
that  the  unhappy  people  who  were  ia« 
fefted,  laid  alideall  thoughts  of  amure- 
ment,  oeconomy*  or  caution*  and  riikiid 
their  fortunes  upon  iflues  equally  ex.* 
tfavagant,  childiih,  and  abfurd. 

The  whole  flwftery  of  the  art  vifas  re- 
duced to  the  fimple  exerciie  of  tQfs* 
ing  up  a  guinea ;  and  the  lull  of  laying 
wa^rs,  which  they  indulged  to  a  fur- 
priiing  pitch  of  ridiculous  intemperance. 
in  one  corner  of  the  room  might,  b^ 
heard  a  pair  of  lord  lings  running  th^* 
grandmotliers  again  ft  each  other,  that 
is,  betting  Aims  on  the  longeft  liver  f 
in  another,  the  fuccefs  of  the  wager 
depended  upon  the  fex  of  the  landlady's 
next  child)  and  one  of  the  wai.ter'e 
happening  to  drop  down  iu  an  apoplec^ 
tick  ^t^  a  Qtriain  noble  peer  c^clain;ied| 
<  Dead,  for  a  thousand  pounds  V  The 
challenge  was  immediately  accepted} 
and  .when  the  mafter  9f  the  honlt  km 
V  for 
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fdrtfuiiBeoiifo  tftMpt  tlit  ciii«»  tke 
fioblematt  who  fet  the  priee  upon  the 
mtient^s  hetd,  infiiled  upofi  hit  being 
left  to  the  efforts  of  nittttie  alone^  other- 
wi^  the  wager  (houki  be  void:  nay, 
iHrhen  the  landioitl  harped  upon  the 
loft  he  flioold  foibiA  by  the  death  of 
•  tntfty  ferranty  hit  lordihip  obviated 
the  objedion,  by  defiring  that  the  feU 
low  might  be  chaiged  in  the  bill. 

In  ihort,  the  rage  of  gaining  Teemed 
to  have  devoured  all  their  odieriacoU 
tiet,  and  to  have  equalled  the  rafli  en- 
Chuiiafm  of  the  inhabitantt  of  Malacca 
in  the  Eaft-lndiet,  who  are  To  poiTefled 
wkh  that  perniciout  fpirit,  that  they 
fidifice  to  it  not  only  their  fortunes, 
but  alfo  their  wivet  and  children ;  and 
then  lettins^  their  hair  down  upon  their 
Ihouldert,  in  imitation  of  the  ancient 
Lacedemonians  when  they  devoted  them- 
lelvet  to  death,  thofe  wrstchet  undieathe 
their  daggers  and  murder  every  living 
dtatore  in  their  way.  In  this,  how- 
ever, they  differ  from  the  gameftert  of 
our  country,  who  never  find  their  fenfes, 
until  they  have  loft  their  fortunes,  and 
beggared  their  families  j  whereat,  the 
MaTayfe  never  ruH  a  muck,  but  In  con* 
leqoence  of  mifery  and  defpair* 
.  9ueh  are  the  amofements,  or  rather, 
fuch  it  the  contihual  employment  of 
thofe  hopeful  youths  who  are  deftined  by 
birth  to  be  the  judges  of  our  property, 
and  pillart  of  our  conftitution  $  I'uch  ore 
the  heirs  and  repiefcutatives  of  thofe  pa- 
triots who  planned,  and  thofe  heroes 
who  maintamed  the  laws  and  freedom 
of  their  country  I  who  were  the  patrons 
cf  merit,  the  fathers  of  this  poor,  the 
terror  of  vice  and  immorality  $  and,  at 
once,  the  ornaments  and  fupport  of  a 
happy  nation. 

Our  adventurer  confidered  all  thefe 
circumftancet  with  his  wonted  lagactty, 
nnd  leeing  upon  what  precarious  foot- 
ing he  muft  Aand,  ihould  he  rank  him- 
felf  with  fuch  fociety,  he  wifely  came 
to  the  nfolotion  of  del'cending  one  ftep 
in  the  degrees  of  life,  and  of  taking 
upon  him  the  title  of  phyfician,  under 
which  he  did  not  defpair  of  iniinuating 
himfelf  into  the  pockets  of  his  patients* 
and  into  the  fecrets  of  private  families, 
fo  as  tu  acquire  a  comfortable  (hare  of 
practice,  or  captivate  the  heart  of  fome 
Jieirefs  or  rich  widow,  whofe  fortune 
would  at  once  render  him  independent 
and  happv. 

After  this  determination,  his  next  care 


was  to  concert  mcafiipst  wot  hit  firft  ^* 
nearance  in  thit  new  chacaAer^  wdl 
knowing  that  the  fuoceft  of  a  phjrfi- 
cian  in  a  great  meafure  dependt  up<Mi 
the  external  equipa|(e  in  which  he  firft 
dedaret  himfeif  an  adept  in  the  heal- 
ing art.  He  iirft  of  all  procured  a  few 
b^kt  on  the  fubjeft  of  medicine,  which 
he  ftudied  with  great  attention  during 
die  ranaining  part  of  the  winter  and 
fpnng,  and  repaired  to  Tunbridge  with 
the  iirft  of  the  feafon,  ^^lere  he  appeared 
in  the  uniform  of  JEfcolapiot,  namely'^ 
a  plain  fuit  full  trimmed,  with  a  volu- 
mmous  tye-perriwig}  belie vinj;  that, 
in  this  place,  he  might  glide,  as  it  were, 
imperceptibly,  into  the  funAions  of  hit 
new  employment,  and  gradually  accur- 
torn  himfelf  to  the  metfiid  and  form  of 
pralcnption. 

A  man  (o  well  known  in  thejmr 
world  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  cSt& 
Aich  a  trantformation,  without  being 
ob(erved{  and  therefore,  in  order  to 
anticipate  the  cenfure  and  ridicule  of 
thofe  who  might  be  tempted  to  make 
themielvet  merry  at  his  expence,  he^ 
on  his  arrival  at  the  wells,  repaired  to 
the  fliop  of  an  apothecary,  and  calling 
for  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  wrote  a  pre* 
fcription,  which  he  defired  might  be 
immediately  made  up.  While  this  was 
doing  by  the  fervant,  he  was  invited 
into  a  parlour  by  the  mafter,  with  whom 
he  entered  into  oonverfation,  touching 
the  property  of  the  Tunbridge-water, 
which  ieemed  to  have  been  his  particu* 
lar  Audy :  and,  indeed,  be  had  perufcd 
Rouace^t  Trcatife  on  that  fubje6t,  with 
indefatigable  afliduity .  From  this  theme, 
he  made  digreffions  into  other  parts  of 
medicine,  upon  which  he  fpoke  with 
fuch  plauiible  elocution,  that  the  apo- 
thecary, whofe  knowledge  in  that  art 
was  not  very  profound,  looked  upon 
him  as  a  phyhciao  of  great  learning  and 
experience,  aud  hinted  a  deiire  of  know- 
ing his  name  and  fituatioa. 

Fathom  accordingly  gave  him  to  un- 
derhand, that  be  bad  ftudied  phyitck, 
and  bad  taken  his  degrees  at  Padua, 
rather  for  his  amufemei^t,  than  with  any 
view  of  exercifing  medicine,  as  be  then 
could  not  pofllbly  forefee  the  misfor- 
tunes which  had  tince  happened  to  hit 
family,  ajRd  by  which  he  was  now  com- 
pelled to  have  recooiie  to  a  profefiion 
that  was  very  much  beneath  the  ex • 
peflationt  of  his  birth.  Yet  he  bore 
his  difappointmentt  with    rciignation 

aud 
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midtireii  good  kiinmir»  and  bleftd  hit 
Hars  for  mmag  inclined  htm  to  the  ftudv 
•f  aoY  branch  of  knowledge  by  which. 
kt  might  be  enabled  to  laugh  at  the 
▼iciflitiidct  of  fortune.  He  then  ob» 
lerred,  that  be  had  pnAifed  with  Ibme 
apptaule  at  the  hot- well,  near  Brilloly 
before  he  thooght  he  ihould  be  e?er  re- 
duced to  the  ncceflity  of  taking  a  fee; 
and  that|  in  ail  probability,  mt  meta- 
morphofis,  when  known»  would  fumifh 
natter  of  furprise  and  merriment  to 
ibme  of  his  old  acquaintance. 

The  apothecary  wat  really  ftmck  with 
his  polite  addreis,  and  plcafed  with  hta 
agreeable  difcourfe)  he  confoled  him 
for  the  miifominet  of  hit  family,  by 
afluring  him,  that  in  England  nothing 
could  be  more  honourable,  or  indeed 
profitable,  than  the  charaf^er  of  a  phy- 
fician,  provided  be  could  once  wnggle 
bimfelf  into  practice  $  and  iofinuated, 
that,  although  be  was  reftrifted  by  cer- 
tain engagements  with  other  perfons  of 
the  faculty,  he  (hould  be  glad  of  an 
opportunity  to  ihew  his  regard  for  Doc- 
tor Fathom.  This  was  a  Tcry  ei!«ftual 
tnetbod  which  our  hero  took  to  intimate 
his  new  charafter  to  the  publick.  By 
the  indoftry  and  communicative  difpo- 
fition  of  the  apothecary,  it  was  circu- 
lated in  half  a  day  through  every  family 
in  the  place;  and  next  morning,  when 
Ferdinand  appeared,  the  company  forth- 
with aflembied  in  feparate  groupes,  and 
from  each  knot  he  heard  jbiis  name  re* 
irerbenited  in  a  whi^r. 

Having  thus  announced  hinfifelf  to 
all  whom  it  might  concern y  and  allowed 
the  ladies  two  days  to  difqufs  the  me- 
rit of  his  transiiguilition,  iogetherwiih 
the  novelty  of  the  cafe,  he  ventured  to 
falute,  at  a  diftance,  a  lady  and  her 
daughter,  who  bad  been  his  patients  at 
the  hot-well  I  ^nd^  although  they  ho« 
floured  his  bow  with  the  return  of  a 
Hight  curtfey,  ^hey  gave  him  not  the 
ItSk  encouragement  to  make  a  nearer 
approach .  Notwithftanding  this  rebuff, 
be  concluded,  that,  flioukl  the  health 
of  cither  coi^  in  q^eftibs,  they  would 
rendw  their  application  to  his  ikill, 
and  what  wa^  mufed  by'  their  prides 
wodld  be  granted  by  their  apprehenfion. 
Here,  however,  he  happened  to  be  mir«> 
taken  in  bis  coajef^ure. 

The  young  lady  being  feiaed  with  a 
violent  head-ache  and  ^pitation,  her 
nother  defiicdtbe  apothacary  ta  ni- 
conunend  a  phyficisnj  fad  thf-  voffa^ 


^0 

with  whom  be  waa  coatniAed,  being 
at  that  time  abient,  he  propofed  Doc- 
tor Fathom  as  a  man  of  great  ability 
and  difcretion  t  but  the  gcMd  ladyre- 
jeAed  the  propofal  with  difdain,  becaufe 
ihe  had  formerly  known  him  in  the 
character  of  a  count ;  thooeh  that  very^ 
character  was  the  chief  reaion  that  had 
then  induced  her  to  crave  his  advice. 

Such  is  the  caprice  of  the  world  in 
general,  that  whatever  bears  the  face  of 
novelty,  captivates,  or  rather  bewitchea 
the  imagination,  and  confounds  the 
ideas  of  reafon  and  common  ienfe.  lf» 
for  example,  a  Icullion  from  the  clmk* 
ing  of  pewter  ihould  conceive  a  tafte 
for  the  clinking  of  rhyme,  and  make 
fliift  to  bring  together  twenty  fyllables, 
fo  as  that  the  tenth  and  laft  ihall  have 
the  like  ending,  the  compofition  is  im- 
mediately extolled  as  a  miracle;  and 
what  appeals  to  the  admiration,  is  not 
the  wit,  the  el^anoe  or  poetry  of  the 
work,  but  the  uncultivatM  talent,  and 
humble  ftation  of  the  author.  A  rea« 
6er  does  not  exclaim,  *  What  a  deli- 

*  cate  ftntiment  I  what  a  beautiful  fi" 

<  milei  what  eafy  and  mufical  verfifi- 

*  cation  V  but  cries  in  rapture,  *  Hea* 

*  vens,  what  a  prodigy !  a  poet  from 

*  the  fcullery  1  a  muK  in  livery  1  or» 

<  Apollo  with  a  trowel  I*  The  publtck 
is  aftoniflied  into  liberality;  the  fcullion 
cats  from  thofe  trenchers  h/^  fcowered 
before;  the  footman  is  admitted  inte 
the  coach,  behind  which  he  was  wont 
to  ftand ;  and  the  bricklayer,  inftead  of 

.  platitering  walls,  bedaubs  his*  iUuJfrious 
fartner  with  the  mortar  of  his  praife. 
Thus,  lifted  into  a  higher  fphere,  their 
talents  receive  cultivation ;  they  |>ecome 
profeCcd  barda;  and  though  Uheir  Tub- 
lequent  works  bear  evident  marks  of 
improvement,  they  are  negle^M  among 
the  reib of  their  brethren;  bscanfe  that 
novelxy,  which  recommended  them  in 
li^t  beginningv  no  longer  remains. 

So  ir  fared  with  our  adventurer  in 
his  new  occupation.  There  was  Ibme* 
thing  fa  extraordinary  in  a  nobleman *a 
undo-ftanding  medicine;  add  fo  un- 
common in  a  phy6cian*s  preicribinjp 
gratis,  that  Um  curiotxty  and  admira- 
tion of  titf  company  at  Briliol  were 
engaged,  and  they  followed  his  advice^ 
fas  the>  diroftiott'  of  ibaie  fupernatural 
intelligence.;  but  now  that  he  profeiled 
iiimr«lf  one  of  the  feculty,  and  might 
be  iuippofed  to  have  relreflwd  his  mt^ 
mory«  iud  ninforccd  bit.  knowicd^ 
U  a  lor 
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(or  thfi  ^fimfion^  ht  wu  ts  mucb  over* 
tookud  as  any  Qther  phvfician  unfup* 
Boitcd  byintereftorcahaii  or,  atleail^ 
|h«  90tice'he  anra^ed  YfU  pot  at  all  to 
Jlhi  a4vantage  of  hia  cbara^er,  becaofe 
it  wholly  rejgarded  the  decline  of  hit 
ibrtu^e/  which  la  a  pevcr-failing  fund 
of  di^race. 

Xhefe  mortificatioAS  did  no(  orerconw 
Ihe  patience  and  perievcrance  of  Fa- 
thom«  who  forefaw  that  the  Toothing 
^nd  of  time  would  caft  a  v^il  of  ob- 
Mvion  over  (hofe  fcenes  which  weir  re- 
ipiemhered.i:o  his  prejudice;  and  that, 
in  the  meap  tkam,  though  he  was  ex-t 
duded  firoiQ  the  private  parties  of  the 
fair<vfexy  ii^  whipn  his  main  hope  of 
fuccefs  was  placed,  he  (hould  be  able 
|0  infmuate  hiqafeif  into  fome  degree  of 
favour  a^d  pra^ice  among  the  male 
^tientsi  and  ipme  lucky  cure,  pro- 
^rly  difplayed,  might  be  the  means  of 
itropagatiug  hit  fame»  and  baniihing 
Ihat  rcferye  which  at  prefent  interfered 
with  hi8*purpore9    Accordingly,  it  was 
iiqt  long  before  he  found  means  to  break 
that  fpell  of  uiuverfal  prejudice  that 
Itedged  him  iPt    At  the  ordinary  which 
))e  trequentedi  his  polite  carriage*  fa* 
fetious  remarj^fy  apd  agreeable  ftoriesi 
foon  f:oncOiated  the  regard  of  his  fel- 
fow  gu^fts,  among  whom  he  rometimet 
fallied  hi$  own   transformation    with 
i^ngulsur  good  humour  ^d  fupcefs  t  he 
fvas  even  witty  upon  his  want  of  em- 
ployment} anduiisd  to  obferve,  that  a 
Kyficiau,  without  practice,  had  one 
mfort  to  which  his  brethren  were 
engers,  namely,  that  the  feldomerht' 
I  occafion  to  prefpribe,  the  lefs  he  had 
Vpon  l)is  coufcitnc^  on  account  of  being 
Itcceflfary  to  the  death  of  bi^  ieljowt 

Nothing  To  efFe6luaUy  blunu  the  (haftf 
gf  ridicule,  and  defeats,  the  aims  of 
fiandeir,  aia  this  method  of  anticipation. 
In  fpi^e  pf  the  iirrows  ^at  were  level  led 
tgamft  his  reputation  £vom  every  tea* 
nU)le  at  Tunbridge,  he  made  his  party 
e90d  among  almoft  all  the  gay  yoonir 
gentletoen  that  freouented  nie-  place? 
far  from  avoiding  his  companyi  tl^ey 
pegan  to  pourt  his  conveilatibn,  and  h^ 
iwas  commQnly'  Iceii  in  the  waNu  fur* 
^un<ied  with  a  group  admirers^ ' 

Having  thus  par^- the  vfay  for  a  total 
removal  of  fbe  inVidioua  prepo0effioit 
^at  obftruaed  hi^  i^iews, '  he  one.  i^igh^ 
labile  every  jieifon  was  lulkdj  in  the 
tffna  of  13^/ and  iMiiverfia  ^cucf 


prtfvaiM,  tuned  his  vielill^  Mid  hifim 
to  phy  fome-mafterly  airs,  in  a  tone  t» 
uncommonly  expreflive,  and  wfth  fodt 
cavinune  dentertty  of  execution,  that  m 
certain  Tady  >who  lodged  in  the  &me 
houfe,  beine  waked  by  the  mufick,  and 
isnorant  orthe  iburce  from  which  it 
flowedj  liftened  with  rapture,  as  to  the 
harp  of  an  angel,  and  wrapping  herfclf 
in  a  loole  gown,  rofe  and  opened  her 
chamber- door,  in  order  to  difcover  in 
what  apartment  the  mu^ian  refided. 
She  no  fooner  entered  the  paffage,  than 
file  foimd  her  fellow- lodgnrs. already  af- 
frmbled  on  the  fame  occafion  ^  and  theie 
they  remained  during  the  beft  part  of 
the  night,  tranfported  hj  the  harmony 
which  our  hero  produced. 

I>o6lor  Fathom  was  immediately 
known  to  be  the  author  of  this  enter- 
tainment ;  and  thus  retrieved  the  bene- 
fit of  that  admiration  which  he  had  for« 
feited  by  amiearing  in  the  fliape  of  a 
pbyficiani  mr,  as  people  had  formerly 
wondered  to  fee  a  count  flcilled  in  medi* 
cine  $  they  were  now  amaaed  to  find  a 
phyfician  fuch  a  matter  in  raufick. 

The  good  efleai  of  this  ftnitagcm 
were  almoft  inftantaneous.  His  per* 
formance  became  the  topick  of  difcourie 
among  all  the  fafliionable  company  s  His 
male  friends  complimented  him  front 
the  information  of  the  other  iex}  and 
the  lady  whom  he  had  re|^led,  inftead 
of  that  (hynefs  and  di^am  with  which 
ihe  ttfed  to  receive  his  falutation,  at  their 
very  next  meeting  in  the  Thoroughfare 
cetiimed  M  bow  with  marks  ot  pro* 
found  reipe^.  Nay,  }t  midnight,  (he, 
with  -the  reft,  took  poll  in  the  fame  olace 
!|vhere  they  had  bebn  ftationed  befbrei 
and  by  frequent  tittering;,  and  repealed 
whifpers,  gave  intimation  to  Fathom, 
that  they  would  be  glad  of  a  (econd  fe- 
rsnade.  •  ]$ut  h^  was  too  well  acquaint* 
ed  with  the  hunian  pafl)ons  to  indulge 
this  their  defire:  it  was  his  intereft  to 
inflame  their  impatience,  rather  than  to 
gratify  their  eatpe^ation )  and  tbenfore 
he  tantafized  them  for  fpme  hoursi  by 
tunine  his  .vjolin,  and  playing  fomc 
^uriSies,  nthich  however  produced  no* 
thing  to  fulfil  their  wiikes. 
'  At  the  ordinary  he  was  accofted  by  a 
gentlemant'  a  lod|(er- In  theiame  boufet 
Who  aflured  him,  that  the  ladies  would 
take' it  as  a  ifreat  favour,  if  he  would  let 
thto  kfiowiwhenhe  intended  to  aauife 
himfelf  agahii  with  bis  inftrament^i|faa( 
thqrvii^  iot^  hy&Ht^gfde^  beCbre* 
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luad,  deprive  tliemftl?ce  of  die  pkaAira 
•f  betring  hit  mufick*  To  thit  meflage 
lie  replied  with  an  «ir  of  conftquence 
andrelcrve;  th»r,  thouffh  mufick  wm 
IMft  the  an  he  profefled,  be  fliould  be  al« 
ways  complaifanc  enoogh  to  entertain 
the  ladies  to  the  utnioft  of  hit  power, 
when^thcHr  coronands  were  fignified  to 
him  in  a  manner  fuited  to  his  charaderj 
but  that  he  would  never  put  himielf  on 
the  footing  of  an  itinerant  harper,  whole 
nulick  is  tolerated  through  the  medium 
of  a  board  partition.  The  gentleman 
having  reported  this  anfwer  to  his  con- 
ftituents,  they  impowered  him  to  invite 
DoAur  Fathom  to  breakfall,  and  he  was 
next  morning  introduced  with  the  ufual 
ceremony,  and  treated  with  uncommon 
rceard  by  all  the  females  of  the  houfe, 
AMBbied  for  his  reception. 

Having  thus  broke  the  ice  of  their 
nveriiony  in  one  part,  fo  as  that  the 
beams  of  his  pertooal  accompli fliment 
bad  room  to  operate,  he  foon  efTe^led  a 
general  thaw  m  his  favour,  and  found 
simielf  growing  once  more  into  requeft 
nmong  tnemoft  amiable  part  of  the  cre- 
ation. His  company  was  coveted,  and 
his  tafteconfulted  in  their  balls,  concerts, 
and  private  alTemblies)  and  he  recom* 
foioed  the  regard  they  paid  to  htm, 
with  an  inceflant  exertion  of  -his  agree* 
able  taleota,  politenels,  and  good  hu- 
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YET,  in  the  midftof  all  this  atten- 
tion,  his  medical  capacity  fetmed 
to  be  quite  forgot.  They  refpcfled  his 
good  breeding,  were  charmed  with  hiv 
voice,  and  admired  the  fine  touches  of 
his  hand  upon  the  vioUn  j  but,  in  cul- 
tivating the  fiddler,  they  utterly  neglrfl  • 
ed  the  phyfictan }  and  in  vain  did  he  at- 
tempt to  divide  their  rcgaixl,  by  taking 
nil  opportunities  to  turn  the  converfation 
into  a  more  interefting  channel.  It  was 
to  little  porpofe  he  endeavoured  to  arouze 
the  wonder  of  his  audience  with  frequent 
^eferiptions  of  portentous  maladies  knd 
amaamg  cures  be  had  ften  andperform- 
•d  in  the  courle  of  bis  fiudy  and  praAice 
abroad)  and  to  no  efkSt  did  he  pub- 
Mckiy  bufy  himfelf  in  makiiig  experi- 
•ncms  on  the  mineral  water,  <in  which 
JH»  piBttpdcd  t»  Jhavc  ^adf  ieveral  aew 
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snd  important  diicoveikf.  ThefeeibrtA 
did  not  make  a  lafting  impreflion  upoa 
the  minds  of  the  company,  becaufe  their 
faw  nothing  furprning  in  a  phyficaan^a 
being  acqoaintea  with  afi  the  royfieries  of 
his  art)  and,  as  their  cuftom  was  al- 
ready befpoke  for  others  of  the  profef* 
fion,  whom  it  was  their  Intereft  to  em* 
plo^,  our  adventurer  might  have  ftarved 
amidft  the  carefles  of  his  acquaintance^ 
had  not  he  derived  confiderable  advaa--^ 
tage  from  a  lucky  accident  in  thecoiiria 
ofhis  expeAancy. 

A  gentiewoman*s  daughter,  of  tr 
weakly  conftitution,  by  drinking  tha 
waters,  had  fo  far  recovered  her  health 
and  complexion,  as  to  allure  the  aifec* 
tion  of  a  young  fquire  in  the  neighbour* 
hood,  whoamufed  her  for  Ibme  timt 
with  his  addrefies,  until  his  heart  waa 
feduced  by  the  charms  of  another  young 
lady  lately  arrived  at  the  wells.  The 
forfaken  nymph,  fliocked  at  this  difgrace 
and  mortification,  relapfed  into  her  for* 
mer  languiihing  diforder,  and  was  by 
her  mother  put  under  the  management 
and  prefcription  of  a  phyfician,  who 
had  been  an  ioduftrious  enemy  of  Fa* 
thom,  from  his  firft  appearance  at  Tun* 
bridge.  The  patient,  though  violently 
chagrined  at  the  levity  of  her  quondam 
admirer,  was  not  altogther  without  bope» 
that  the  very  fame  inconftincy  which  had 
prompted  him  to  leave  her,  might  in  time 
mduce  him  to  return,  after  the  novelty 
of  his  new  paflion.  fhould  be  wore  offj 
and  this  hope  ferved  to  fupport  her  un* 
der  the  forrow  and  difgrace  of  her  dif* 
appointment.  At  length,  however,  the 
fquire  and  his  new  miltrefs  dilappeared, 
and  fome  bufy  body  was  officious  enough 
to  communicate  this  piece  of  nevtra  to  the 
forlorn  Aiepherdefs,  with  this  additional 
circumftance,  that  they  were  gone  to  a 
neighbouring  parifli,  to  be  joined  in  the 
bands  of  wedlock. 

Thefe  fatal  tidings  were  no  iboner 
imparted  to  the  abandoned  Phillia,  than 
Ibe  was  i'eized  with  an  hyfterick  fit  {  and, 
what  rendered  the  accident  more  unfor- 
tunate, her  phyfician  had  been  called  to 
the  country,  and  was  not  expcfied  at 
Tunbridge  till  next  day.  The  apothe* 
cary  was  immediately  fummoned^  and, 
being  either  puzxled  by  the  fymptoms. 
or  afraid  of  encroaching  upon  the  pro- 
vince of  his  fuperiors,  advifed  the  old 
lady  to  fend  for  Dodor  Fathom  vrkhout 
delay.  She  had  no  other  objedion  to 
this  expcdienti  but  the  enmity  which  fiie 

knew 
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knew  iiibiifted  between  the  two  leeches : 
jfK,  bearing  that  her  own  do&or  would 
not  confult  .with  Fathom  upon  hit  re- 
turn, bat  perhaps  renounce  the  patient, 
hj  which  means  her  daughter's  health 
might  be  endangered,  (he  would  not 
folicit  our  hero's   aflittance  until   the 

Sung  lady  had  nemained  feven  hours 
^  iechiefs  andinfenAble;  when,  her  fear 
prevailing  over  every  other  confidera- 
tion,  file  implored  the  advice  of  our  ad- 
venturer} woo;  having  made  the  necef- 
iary  interrogations,  and  felt  the  patient^ 
BuUe,  which  was  regular  and  dilbn6l, 
found  reaibn  to  conclude^  that  the  fit 
would  not  laft  much  longer )  and,  after 
baving  obferved  that  Ihe  was  in  a  very 
dangerous  way,  preTcribed  fome  medi- 
cines for  external  application  {  and,  to 
inhance  their  ppinion  of  his  diligence 
and  humanity,  refolved  to  ftay  in  the 
room  and  obferve  their  eflfeA. 

His  iudgment  did  not  fail  him  on  this 
occaiion.  In  lefs  than  half  an  hour  af  • 
ter  his  embrocations  had  been  applied, 
flie  recovered  the  ufe  of 'her  tongue, 
opened  her  eyes,  and  having,  in  delirious 
exclamations,  upbraided  her  perfidious 
lover,  became  quite  fenfible  and  com- 
pofeds  though  me  continued  extremely 
low  and  dejeded  t  to  remedy  thefc  link- 
ings,  certain  cordials  were  immediately 
adminidered,  according  to  the  prefcrip- 
tion  pf  Do^or  Fathom^  upon  whom 
extraordinary  encomiums  werebeftowed 
by  all  prefent,  who  believed  he  had  ac- 
tually refcued  her  from  the  jaws  of 
death  I  and  as  he  was  by  this  time  let 
into  the  fecrets  of  the  family,  he  found 
bimfelf  in  a  fair  way  of  being  an  egre- 
gious favourite  of  the  old  gentlewoman  s 
when,  unluckily,  his  brother,  having  dif- 
mifled  his  country  patient  with  uncom- 
mon difpatch,  entered  the  apartment,  and 
eyed  his  rival  with  looks  ot  inexpreiiible 
rage;  then  furveying  the  patient  and  the 
phials  that  ftood  upon  the  table  by  turns, 

*  What,  in  the  name  of  God,*  cried 
he,  <  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  traflif* 

*  Really,  do^lor,'  replied  the  mother, 
a  little  confounded  at  being  thus  taken 
by  furprize,  *  Biddy  has   been  taken 

*  dangeroufly  ill,  and  lain  feven  or  eight 

<  hours  in  a  fevere  fit,  from  which,  I 

*  am  confident,  ihe  would  never  have 

*  recovered  without  the  help  of  a  phy- 

<  fician  I  and  as  you  were  abient,  we 
^  had/recourle  to  this  gentleman,  whoft 

<  preicription  hath  had  a   happy  and 

*  fnrpcising   «iiea/«-«  Effsa  r    cried 


this  offended  member  of  the  faeaky  | 

*  pfliawl  ftuffi  who  made  you  judge 

<  of  effefts  or  cauies  V  Then  advancing 
to  the  patient,  «  What  has  been  ^ 

*  matter,  Mifs  Biddy,  that  yoo  covld 

*  not  wait  till  my  return  V 

Here  Fathom  interpofing,  *  Sir,*  Md 
he,  *  if  you  will  ftep  into  the  next  room 

*  I  will  communicate  my  ientirocnts  of 

*  the  cafe,  together  with  the  method  op* 

*  on  which  I  have  proceeded,  that  we 

*  may  deliberate  upon  the  next  ftep  that 

<  is  to  be  taken.*  Inftead  of  complying 
with  this  propofal,  he  fteted  himfeff  in 
a  chair,  with  his  back  to  our  adventuier, 
and  while  he  exammed  Mifs  Biddy*s 
pulfe,  gave  him  to  underftaad,  that  be 
(hould  not  confult  with  him  about  the 
matter. 

Fathom,  not  in  theleaft  difcoacertcd 
at  this  uncivil  anfwer,  walked  round 
his  antagonift,  and  placing  himielf  in 
his  front,  defired  to  know  his  reafon  for 
treating  him  with  fuch  fupercilious  con- 
tempt*   *  I  anvrefolved,'  faid  the  other, 
never  to  confult  with  any  phyfidaa 
who  has  not  taken  his  degrees  at  either 
of  the  Engliih  univerfities/— ><  Upon 
the  fuppofition,*  replied  our  adventurer, 
that  no  perfon  can  be  properly  edu- 
cated for  the  profelRon  at  any  other 
fchool  ?*<^<  You  are  in  the  ri^ht,*  an* 
fwered  Doftor  Looby,  *  that  is  one  of 
many  reafons  I  have  to  decline  the 
coniultation/ 

*  How  far  vou^are  in  the  right,*  re* 
torted  Fathom,  *  I  leave  the  worid  to 
judge,  after  I  have  obferved,  that  in 
your  En^lifi)  univerfitics,  there  is  no 
opportunity  of  ftudying  the  art  $  no, 
not  Co  much  as  a  le&ure  given  on  the 
fubjeft )  npr  It  there  one  phyfician  of 
note  in  this  kingdom,  who  has  not 
derived  the  greateft  part  of  his  medica] 
knowledge  irom  the  inftruflioaa  of  fo- 
reigners.* 

Looby,  incenfed  at  thif  afIeveratioB| 

which  he  was  not  prepared  to  reiiite, 

exclaimed  in   a  moft  infuriate  accent, 

Who  are  you?  Whence  came  you? 

Where  was  you  bred  ?  You  are  osie 

of  thofe,  1  believe,  who  giaduaie  them- 

ielves,   and  commence  dolors,   the 

Lord  knows  how  I  an  interloper,  who, 

without  licenle  or  authority,    came 

hither  to  take  the  bread  out  of  the 

mouths  of  gentlemen,  who  have  been 

trained  to  the  bufinefs  in  a  regular 

manner,  and  belb>wcd  great  pftins  and 

expett<^  to  qualify  tfaemfeivea  for  the 

*  DToieifioifs 
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*  TfM^Roa  t  for  ray  own  |i«it,  my  edu  * 

*  citioncoft  me  fifteen  hundred  pounds.* 
<  Never  was  money  laid  out  to  left 

*  purpofey*   faid  Ferdinand;    'for    it 

*  <ioes  noC  appear  that  you  have  learned 

<  €q  much  at  the  hafit  of  medical  ac- 
'  quiicmentt,  namely,  that  decorum  and 
'  urbanity  v^hich  ought  to  diftingoifli 

*  the  deportment  of  every  phyfician  : 

*  yott  have  even  debafed  the  nobleftand 

*  moft  beneficial  art  that  ever  engaged 

*  the  fiudy  of  mankind,  which  cannot 
«  be  too  much  cultivated,  and  too  little 

*  teftrained,  in  feeking  to  limit  the  prac  • 

*  tice  of  it  to  a  fet  of  narrow- mindtd 

*  illiberal  wretches ;  who,  like  the  low- 

*  eft  bandicraftfmen,  claim  the  exclu- 

<  fite  privileges  of  a  corporation  {  had 

*  you  doubted  my  ability,  you  ought  to 
'  have  iatisfied  yourielf  in  a  manner 

<  confiltent  with  decency  and  candour  | 

*  but  your  behaviour,  on  this  occafion, 

<  is  fuch  a  malicious  outrage  upon  good 

*  manners  and  humanity,  that,  were  it 

*  not  for  my  re^rd  to  ihefc  radies,  I 

*  would  chaitife  you  for  your  infoleiice 
'  on  the  foot.— Meanwhile,  Madam,* 
nddreifing  himfelf  to  the  mother,  *  you 

*  muft  give  me  leave  to  infift  upon  your 

*  difmiiung  either  that  gentleman  or  me 

*  without  hefitation.* 

This  peremptory  language  had  an  in- 
ftantaneous  elfe£t  upon  the  hearers. 
Looby^s  face  grew  pale,  and  his  nether 
lip  began  to  tremble ;  the  patient  was 
difioayed)  and  the  old  gentlewoman 
concerned  and  perplexed :  (he  earnestly 
bciottght  the  gentlemen  to  be  reconciled 
to  each  other,  and  enter  into  a  friendly 
confultation  upon  her  daughter's  dil* 
temper  i  but  finding  both  eouaily  averfe 
to  accomnnodation,  and  Fathom  becom- 
ing more  and  more  importunate  in  his 
demand,  (he  prefented  him  with  a  d>u« 
bic  fee;  and  giving  him  to  underhand, 
that  Do^or  Looby  had  long  attended 
Che  family,  and  was  intimately  acquaint- 
ed with  her  own  and  Biddy's  cunftitu- 
tion,  laid,  fhe  hoped  he  would  not  take 
it  amifs  if  (be  retamed  her  old  phyfician. 

Though  our  hero  was  much  mortiHed 
at  this  triumph  of  his  rival,  he  made  a 
virtue  of  necefRty,  and  retired  with  great 
complaifance,  wi()iing,  that  Mils  Biddy 
might  never  again  be  the  fubje6t  of  fuch 
a  dilUgi'eeable  difpute.  Whether  the 
patient  was  frighted  at  this  altercation, 
or  difpleafed  with  her  mother's  decifion 
Jgaintt  an  agreeable  young  fellow,  who 
had,  as  it  weie,  recalled  her  from' the 


grave»  and  made  himftlf  mafter  of  the 
lecret  that  rankled  at  her  heart}  orth« 
difeafe  had  wound  up  her  nerves  for  an« 
other  paroxifin  j  certain  it  it,  (he  all  of 
a  ftsdden  broke  forth  into  a  vic^ent  peal 
of  laughter,  which  was  fucceeded  by  the 
moft  doleful  cries,  and  other  expref- 
fions  of  grief  I  then  (he  relapfed  into 
a  fit,  attended  with  ftrong  convulfions, 
to  the  unfpeakable  terror  of  the  old  gen* 
tlewoman,  who  intreated  Do^r  Looby 
to  be  expeditious  in  hit  prefcription;  ac- 
cordingly, he  feiaed  the  pen  with  great 
confidence,  and  a  whole  magazine  of 
anti-hyfterick  medicines  were,  in  dif. 
ferent  forms,  externally  and  internally 
applied. 

Neverthele6,  either  Natui«  was  diA 
turbed  in  her  own  efforts  by  thefe  ap« 
plications,  or  the  patient  was  refolvied 
to  diigrace  the  dodon  for  the  more  re-> 
medif  s  that  were  adminiftered,  her  con* 
vuliions  became  the  more  violent;  and, 
in  Ipite  of  all  his  endeavours,  he  could 
not  overcome  theobliinacy  of  the  diftem* 
per.  Such  a  mifcarriage  upon  the  back 
of  his  rivars  fuceefs,  could  not  fail  to 
overwhelm  him  with  confufion  j  c/pe- 
cially  as  the  mother  baited  him  with 
repeated  intreaties  to  do  fomething  for 
the  recovery  of  her  daughter.  At  IcngtH, 
after  having  exercifed  her  patience  in 
vain  for  feveral  hours,  this  affectionate 
parent  could  no  longer  fupprefs  the  fag- 
geltions  of  her  concctn,  but,  in  an  in- 
coherent (train,  told  him,  that  her  duty 
would  not  fuffer  her  to  be  longer  fiierit 
in  an  alTair  on  which  depended  rhe  life 
of  her  dear  child :  that  file  had  leev 
enough  to  believe  he  had  miftaken  the 
cafe  of  poor  Biddy;  and  he  could  not 
}ultly  blame  her  for  recalling  Doctor 
Fathom,  whole  prefcription  had  ope« 
rated  in  a  miraculous  manner,    ' 

Looby,  (hocked  at  this  propofal,  pro. 
tefted  againft  it  with  great  vehemence, 
as  an  expedient  highly  injurious  to  hioi'- 
felf.  «  My  remedies,'  faid  he,  <arc  juft 

*  beginning  to  take  effeft,  and  in  ail 

*  probability  the  fit  will  not  laft  much 

*  longer;  fo  that  by  calling  in  another 

*  perlbn  at  this  juncture,  you  will  de- 

*  fraud  me  of  that  credit  which  is  my 

*  due,  and  deck  my  adverlary  with  tro* 

*  phies,  to  which  he  has  no  pretenfion,' 
She  was  prevailed  upon,  by  this  remon- 
Itratice,  to  wait  another  half  hour,  when 
perceiving,  as  yet,  no  alteration  for  the 
better,  and  being  diftraCted  with  her 
fears,  which  reproached  her  with  want 

of 
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of  natanl  itte^kt^  Iheliac  a  me£^ 
to  DoAor  Fathoniy  de^mg  to  liee  JiSn 
with  all  pofiible  difpatch< 

He  was  uQt  flow  in  obeying  the  calif 
but  hafteniog  to  the  £cene  of  a&ion,  was 
not  a  little  fuqirized  to  find  Looby  ftiU 
in  the  apartment.  This  gentleman, 
€nce  better  mi^ht  not  be,  refolyed  to 
&crifice  his  pride  to  his  intereft,  and» 
father  than  lofe  his  patient  altogether, 
and  run  the  rifl^  of  foifeiting  his  repu- 
tation at  the  fame  time,  ftaid  with  in- 
tention to  compromifehis  difference  with 
Fathom,  that  be  might  not  be  wholly 
excluded  from  the  hooour  of  the  cure, 
in  caie  it  could  be  effe^ed.  But  he  reck- 
oned without  his  hoft,  in  his  calculation 
of. the  count's  placability  i  for,  when  he 
put  on  his  capitulating  face,  and,  after 
a  flight  apology  for  his*late  behaviour, 
profHofed  that  all  animofity  (hould  Tub- 
^e  in  favour  of  the  young  lady,  whofe 
life  was  at  ftake,  our  hero  reje£led  his 
advances  with  infinite  difdain,  and  af- 
JTured  the  mother,  in  a  very  folemn  tone, 
that  far  from  confulting  with  a  man 
who  had  ti^eated  him  fo  unworthily,  he 
woi^ld  not  ftay  another  minute  in  the 
houie  ^nlefs  be  (hould  fee  him  difcarded  s 
a  iatisfa£kion  barely  fufficient  to  atone 
for  the  affront  he  himfelf  bad  fuffered 
by  the  unjuft  preference  ihe  had  before 
given  to  his  rival. 

There  was  no  remedy:  Looby  was 
obliged  to  retreat  in  his  turn  $  then  our 
adventurer  approaching  the  bed -fide,  re- 
connoitred the  patient,  examined  the  me- 
dicines which  had  been  adminiftered, 
9fkd  lifting,  up  his  eyes  in  ezpreflive  il- 
lence,  detached  the  tootman  with  a  new 
order  to  the  apothecary.  It  was  well 
the  meffenger  uied  expedition,  otherwife 
DoAor  Fathom  would  have  been  anti- 
cipated by  the  operation  of  nature ;  for, 
the  fit  liaving  almoft  run  it;s  career, 
Mifs  Biddy  was  on  the  point  of  retrieve 
ing  her  fenfes,  when  the  frontal  pre- 
fcribed  by  Fathom  was  applied  }  to  the 
efficacy  of  this,  therefore,  was  afcribed 
ber  recovery,  when  ftie  opened  her  eyes, 
and  began  to  pour  forth  unconnected 
ejaculations}  and  in  a  few  moments 
after,  (he  was  perfuaded  to  fwallow  a 
draught  prepared  for  the  purpole,  her 
pcrceptioa  returned,  and  Ferdinand  gain- 
ed the  reputation  of  having  performed 
a  fecond  miracle. 

But  he  was  fumi(hed  with  a  piece  of 

,     intelligenoe  of  much  more  energy  than 

all  Ihe  had  taken  j  and  io  fobn  as  hccoa« 


dadcd  Ae  ■««  capable  to  bw  die  MM 
without  any  dangenma  emotion,  f^  at* 
nong  other  artidea  of  chit-dnc  iCuHed 
for  her  amoioMnt,  took  die  opMrWi« 
nity  of  telling  the  conuMuw,  fh9i  iamx€ 
Stub  (thecat«re  of  M&t  Biddy^a  d^Air* 
der)  had,  in  his  way  to  matrtmoay^ 
been  robbed  of  his  bride,  by  a  gientlc* 
man  to  whom  ftie  had  been  formerly 
engaged.  He  had  waited  for  her  <m 
purpofe  at  an  inn  on  the  road,  where  he 
found  means  to  appea(e  her  difpleafiire^ 
which  he  had,  it  teems,  incurved,  ao^ 
to  fuperfede  her  new  lover,  whon  Ibc 
Quitted  without  ceremony}  ^^^  which 
the  fquire  had  returned  to  Tunfaridge, 
curling  her  levity ;  yet  bleffing  his  good 
ftars  tor  having  fo  feafonably  prevented 
his  ruin,  which  would  have  infallibly 
been  the  confequence  of  his  manying 
fuch  an  adventurer* 

It  would  be  fuperfluout  to  oblerre, 
that  tbefe  tidings  operated  like  an  ad- 
mirable fpecifick  on  the  fpirits  of  the 
young  L>Jy;  who,  while  (he  affbffaed.to 
pity  the  fquire,  was  fo  much  oveiioyed 
at  his  difappointment,  that  her  ^es  be- 
gan to  fparlcle  with  uncommon  vtvaci^, 
and  in  lefs  than  two  hours  after  the  lait 
of  thofe  terrible  attacks,  (he  was  reftored 
to  a  better  ftate  of  health  than  (he  had 
enjoyed  for  many  weeks.  Fathom  was 
not  forgot  amidft  the  rejoicings  of  the 
family:  beiides  an  handforoe  gratuity 
for  the  effects  of  his  extraordinary  flctll, 
the  old  lady  ^voured  him  with  a  ge- 
neral invitation  to  her  houfej  and  the 
daughter  not  only  confidered  bim  as  the 
reftorer  of  her  health,  and  angel  of  Jier 
good  fortune,  but  al^  began  to  diico- 
ver  an  uncommon  reli(h  for  his  conver- 
fation  {  (b  that  he  was  ilru^  with  the 
profpefl  of  iucceeding  Squire  Stub  in 
nerai!e£lion:  a  conqueft  which,  if  (auc- 
tioned by  the  approbation  of  the  mo- 
ther, would  confole  him  for  all  the  dif- 
appointments  be  had  fulhuned  ^  for  Mift 
Biddy  was  intitled  to  a  fortune  of  tm 
thoufand  pounds,  provided  (he  (hould 
marry  with  the  confent  of  her  pucnt, 
who  vras  the  folc  ezecutiix  of  the  h" 
therms  will. 

Animated  with  the  hope  of  Mk  sa 
advantageous  match,  our  adventortr 
miffed  no  opportunity  of  improving  the 
lodgment  he  had  made  j  while  the  twe 
ladies  failed  not  to  extol  hit  medical  ca- 
pacity among  all  their  female  aamaim- 
ance.  By  means  of  this  circulatioay 
hii  advice  wasdeaiaaded  InfeveEil  other 
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^balh^Whicti  lie  ma«ag«d  with  fuch  an  im- 
boftngair  of  fagacity  and  imiM>rtance,thait 
CIS  fsime  began  to  fpreftd ;  and  before  the 
tnd  of  the  finfoi),  he  had  raviihed  more 
than  one  half  of  the  bufinefs  from  bit 
^Rmipetiror.    Notwtthftanding  the(e  for- 
tunate tventis,  he  forefaw  that  he  (hoold 
Kn^  great  dfffietilty  in  tninfpi anting  ht9 
inefmtation,  fo  as  to  take  root  in  Lon- 
<loB,  which  wa«  the  only  foil  in  which 
he  coi^TJ  pix>po(e  to  rife  to  any  degree  of 
profpcrity  artd  independance ;  and  this 
"wfieftiott-was  pounded  upon  a  maxim 
Which  pniferftlJy  prevails  among  the 
Chgfift  people,  Mmely,  to  overlook  and 
wholly  negle6>,  oh  their  return  to  the 
metiDpolw,  aH  the  cofine6Hoh»  they  may 
have  chanced  to  acquire  during  their  r»- 
fidence  at  any  of  the  medical  wells :  and 
this  fbcral  drfpoiition  is  lb  Icnipuloufly 
maintained,  that  twoperfons  who  lived 
in  the  moft  intimate  correrpondenee  at 
Bath  or  Ttmbridgej  fliatl  in  four  and 
twenty  hours   Co   tatally    forget  their 
fricndfhip,   as  to  meet  in  St.  James's 
Park  without  bctraymg  the  tealt  token 
of  recognition )  fo  that  one  Would  ima- 
»ne  thoft  mineral  waters  were  ft>  many 
nreams  rffning  from  the  rivw  Letbe,  to 
fsimtd  of  old  forwafhing  away  all  traces 
of  memory  and  recoHe&on. 

Aware  of  this  obliviotis  principle, 
Doftor  Fathom  collefled  all  his  quali- 
ficationsy  in  order  to  make  fuch  an  rm- 
f  reffiqn  upon  the  heart  of  Mifs  Biddy 
as  would  refitt  all  her  endeavours  to 
fliakc  him  from  her  remembrance;  and 
his  efforts  fucccedcd  fo  well,  that  Squire 
Stub's  advances  to  a  reconciliation  Were 
treated  wirh  nvat>ifeft  indifference.  In 
all  probability,  our  hero  would  have 
niade  a  very  advantageous  campaign, 
■  had  not  his  good  fortune  been  retarded 
6y  an  obftruftiau,  which  (as  he  did  not 
perceive  it)  he  could  not  polTibly  fur- 
meant:  in  difplaying  his  accomplifh- 
ments  to  captivate  the  daughter,  he  had 
Unwittingly  made  ah  abiblute  co^queft 
of  the  mother,  who  fuperintcnded  the 
condu6l  of  Mifs  Biddy  with  fuch  jea- 
lous vigilance,  that  he  could  find  no 
opportunity  of  profiting  by  the  progrefs 
he  had  made  in  her  heart;  for  the  care- 
ful matron  would  never  iofe  fight  of  her, 
tto,  not  for  one  moment. 

Had  the  old  lady  given  the  leaft  in- 
timation fo  our  adventurer,  of  the  fenti- 
itients  (he  entertained  in  his  behalf,  his 
comphiPance  was  of  fuch  a  pliable  te*- 
't^rf,  th«l  he  would  have  ^litted  his 


other  jpurfuit,  atul  made  her  the  Cole  ob- 
)e^  or  his  attention  :  but  (he  either  de- 
pfoded  upon  the  e/fe^  of  his  own  go<](4 
tftfte  anddifbernment,  or  was  too  proud 
to  diiclo/e  a  paiHoa  Which  he  had  hitlicr* 
to  orerlooked. 


CHAP.   xvir. 

ftS^AIRS  TO  THE  METROPOLU, 
AND  ENROLS  HIMSELF  AMONd 
THE  SONS  OF  PiBAN. 

BEFOKE  this  affair  could  (>e  drought 
to  a  proper  explanation,  the  feaioii 
being  almoft  ended,  the  ladies  departed 
from  Tunbridge;  and  in  a  little  time 
DoAor  Fathom  followed  them  to  Lon- 
don, having  previouily  obtained  per- 
million  to  vifit  them  in  that  metropolis* 
He  had  folicited  the  fame  favour  ofibme 
other  families,  in  which  he  hoped  to 
take  root,  though  he  knew  they  were 
pre«-eng»ged  to  different  phyficians ;  and 
refolving  to  make  his  firft  medical  ap- 
pearance in  London  with  fome  eclat,  be 
not  only  purchuied  an  old  chariot,  which 
was  new- painted  for  the  purpofe,  but 
likewile  hired  a  footman,  whom  he 
cloathed  in  laced  livery,  in  order  to 
diftinguifh  bimfelf  from  the  commoa 
mn  of  his  brethren. 

This  equipage,  though  much  more 
expenfive  than  his  finances  could  bear» 
he  found  abfolutely  ncccffary  to  give  hini 
a  chance  for  employment  j  as  every  fliab- 
by  retainer  to  phyfick,  in  this  capital, 
bad  provided  himfeif  with  a  vehicle, 
which  was  altogether  ufed  by  way  of  a 
travelling  fign*po(t,  to  draw  in  cuilom- 
ers;  fo  that  a  walking  phyfician  was 
confidered  as  an  obfcure  pedlar,  trudging 
from  ftreet  to  ttrect  with  his  pack  of 
knowledge  on  his  ihouiders,  and  felling 
his  remnants  of  advice  by  retail.  A 
chariot  was  not  now  fet  Up  for  the  con- 
venience of  a  man  finking  under  the 
fatigue  of  extenfive  practice,  but  as  a 
piece  of  furnittire  every  Way  as  neceffary  - 
as  a  large  peniwig  with  three  tails  j  and 
a  phyfician,  let  his  merit  in  other  re- 
fpe£^s  be  never  lb  confpicuous,  can  no' 
moi^  expe£l  to  become  confiderable  in 
bnfinefs,  without  the  affiiiance  of  this 
implement,  than  he  can  hope  to  live 
without  food,  or  breathe  without  a  wind*> 
pipe. 

This  requifite  is  fo  well  underftood, 

that,  cxcluuve  of  thofe  who  profefs  them- 
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felves  doctors,  every  raw  fargeon,  every 
idle  apothecaiy,  who'can  make  interett 
with  lome  fool-hardy  coach  maker,  may 
'  be  feen  dancing  the  havs  in  all  places  of 
'publick  refort,  and  gnnning  to  one  an- 
other from  their  refpe^iive  carriage!. 
Hence  proceed  many  of  thole  cruel  ac- 
cidents which  are  recorded  in  the  daily 
papers.  An  apothecary *s  horfes  take 
fright,  and  run  away  with  his  chariot, 
-which  is  heard  of  no  more  ;  an  eminent 
"ibrgeon  being  overturned,  is  fo  terrified 
at  the  thoughts  of  mutilation,  that  he 
lielblves  to  walk  on  foot  all  the  days  of 
his  life;  and  the  coachm»n  of  a  phyii- 
cian  of  great  practice,  having  tlic  mis- 
fortune to  be  dilabled  by  a  fall  from  the 
box,  his  mafter  can  never  find  another 
to  fnpply  his  place. 

None  of  thefc  oblervations  efcaped  the 

•  penetrating  eye  of  Fathom;  who,  before 
ne  pretended  to  feat  himfelf  in  this  ma- 

*  chine,  had  made  proper  inquiry  into  all 
the  other  methods  pra6tifed,  with  a  view 
to  keep  the  wheels  in  motion.  In  his 
refearches,  he  found  that  the  great  world 
was  wholly  eugroflfed  by  a  fewprafti- 
tioners  who  had  arrived  at  the  lummit 
of  reputation,  confequently,  were  no 
longer  obliged  to  cultivate  thofe  arts  by 
which  they  rofe  5  and  that  the  reft  of  the 
bufinefs  was  parcelled  out  into  fmall 
inclofures,  occupied  by  different  groupes 
of  perfonages,  male  and  female,  who 
ftood  in  rings,  and  tofled  the  ball  from 
one  to  another;  there  being  in  each  de- 
partment two  fets,  the  individuals  of 
which  relieved  one  another  occaiionally. 
Every  knot  was  compofed  of  a  waiting- 
woman,  nurfe,  apothecary,  furgcon,  and 
phyfician,  and,  fometimes,  a  midwife 
was  admitted  into  the  party  ;  and  in 
this  manner  the  farce  was  commonly 
performed. 

A  fine  lady,  fatigued  with  idlenefs, 
complains  ot  the  vapours,  is  deprived 
of  her  reft,  though  not  fo  fick  as  to  have 
rccourfe  to  medicine:  herfavouiite  maid, 
tired  with  giving  her  a'tendance  in  the 
night,  thinks  proper,  f  .r  the  benefit  of 
her  own  repofe,  to  complain  of  a  violent 
heaJ-ache,  and  recommends  to  her  mif- 
tiels  a  nurfe  of  approve^  tendemefs  and 
difcretion  ;  at  ^^ho{e  houfe  (in  all  like- 
lihood) the  faid  chamber-maid  hath 
oft  given  the  rendezvous  to  a  male 
friend.  The  nurfe,  well  (killed  in  the 
.  myiieries  of  her  occupation,  perfuades 
the  patient  tliat  her  malady,  far  from 
being  flight  or  chimerical,  may  proceed 


to  a  very  daii^erous  degree  of  the  fayf. 
terical  affection,  unlefs  it  be  nipped  in 
the  bud  by  (bme  very  elTeflual  remedy : 
then  ihe  recounts  a  furprizing  cure  per- 
/ormed  by  a  certain  apotnecaiy,  and 
appeals  to  the  teftiroony  of  the  waiting* 
woman,  who,  being  the  goifip  of  his 
wi(ip,  confirms  the  evidence,  and  cono- 
borates  the  propofaJ.  The  apothecary 
being  fummonedy  finds  her  ladyfliip  in 
fuch  a  delicate  fituation  that  he  dechnes 
prefcribing,  and  advifes  her  to  fend  for 
a  phyfician  without  delay.  The  nomi- 
nation of  courfe,  falls  to  him,  and  the 
do^lor  being  called,  declares  the  necef- 
fity  of  immediate  Tensfe^ion,  which 
is  accordingly  performed  by  the  furgeon 
of  the  afibciation. 

This  is  one  way  of  beginning  the 
game;  though  the  commencement  often 
varies,  and  fometimes  the  apotbecaiy, 
and  fometimes  the  pbyficiah  opens  the 
fcene;  but,  be  that  as  it  will,  they  al- 
ways appear  in  a  ftring»  like  a  flight 
of  wild  geefe,  and  each  confederKj 
maintains  a  correfpondence  with  one 
particular  undertaker.  Fathom,  vmoa 
thefe  confiderations,  fet  up  his  reft  in 
the  firft  floor  of  an  apothecary  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Charing- Crofs,  to 
whom  he. was  introduced  by  a  letter 
from  a  friend  at  Tun  bridge,  and  who, 
being  made  acquainted  with  his  abilitj 
and  fcheme,  promifed  to  let  flip  no  op- 
portunity of  iervin^  him ;  and,  indeed* 
feemed  to  efpoufe  his  intereft  with  great 
alacrity.  He  introduced  him  to  iome 
of  his  patients,  on  the  flrength  of  a 
gratis  vifit,  founded  forth  his  praiie 
among  all  the  good  women  of  his  ac- 
quaintance, and  even  prevailed  upon 
him  to  publifli  adveitifements,  import- 
ing that  he  would  every  day,  at  a  cer- 
tain time  and  place,  give  his  advice  to 
the  poor  for  nothing;  hoping,  that  by 
means  of  fome  lucky  cure,  his  fame 
might  be  extended,  and  his  pra&ice 
grow  into  reque/t. 

Ih  the  mean  time,  his  chariot  rolled 
along  through  all  the  moft  frequented 
(Ireets,  dunngthe  whole  forenoon  i  and 
at  the  ufual  hour,  he  never  failed  to 
make  his  appearance  at  the  medical 
coffee- houi'e,  with  all  that  folemnity  of 
feature  and  addrefs  by  which  the  mo- 
dern Tons  of  Paean  are  diftinguiflied  $  not 
but  that  he  was  often  puzzled  about  the 
decifion  of  his  diurnal  route :  for  the 
method  of  driving  up  one  ftreet  and 
down  another,  without  haltmg,  was  be- 
come 
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come  fach  a  ftale  expedient,  that  the 
rcry  apprentice*  u(ed  to  ftamf  at  theihop- 
doort,  and  ridicule  the  vain  parade.  At 
lengthy  however^  he  penifed  the  map  of 
London  with  great  diligence,  and  hav- 
ing acquired  a  diftin£l  idea  of  it*8  topo- 
graphy, ufed  to  alight  at  the  end  of  long 
narrow  thoroughfares,  and  paved coiyrts, 
where  the  chariot  was  ordered  to  wait 
till  bis  return;  and  walking  with  great 
gravity  through  the  diflPerent  turnings 
of  thefe  alleys,  regain  his  carriage  by 
mnotfaer  paflage,  and  refome  his  feat  with 
an  airot  vaft  importance.  With  a  view 
to  protraA  the  time  of  his  fuppofed  vifits, 
he  virould  at  one  place  turn  afide  to  the 
wallj  at  another,  cheapen  an  urinal ;  at 
a  third  comer,  read  a  quack  adverrife- 
ikient,  or  lounge  a  few  minutes  in  fome 
bookfeller^s  (hop ;  and,  laftty,  glide  into 
ibmeobfcure  coffee -houfe,  and  treat  hirn- 
ielf  with  a  dram  of  ufquebaugh. 

The  other  means  uled  to  force  a  trade, 
fuch  as  ordering  himfelf  to  be  called 
from  church}  alarming  the  neighbour- 
liood  with  knocking  at  his  door  in  the 
night;  receiving  fudden  melTages  in 
places  of  refort :  and  inierting  his  cures 
by  way  of  news  in  the  daily  papers,  had 
been  Co  injudicioufly  hacknied  by  every 
defberate  fculler  in  phyfick,  that  they 
had  loft  their  effe^l  upon  the  publick, 
and  therefore  were  excluded  from  the 
plan  of  our  adventurer,  whofe  fcheme, 
for  the  prefent,  was  to  exert  himfelf  in 
winning  the  favour  of  thofe  fage  fybils, 
who  keep,  as  it  were,  the  temple  of  medi- 
cine, and  admit  the  young  prieft  to  the 
ierVice  of  the  altar ;  but  this  he  confi- 
dered  as  a  temporai-y  project  only,  un- 
til he  ihould  have  acquired  intered  e- 
nough  to  ereft  an  hofpital,  lock,  m  in- 
firmary, by  the  voluntary  fubl'cription 
of  his  friends ;  a  fcheme  which  had  fuc- 
ceeded  to  a  miracle  with  many  of  the 
iirofefliion,  who  had  raifed  themfelves 
into  notice,  upon  the  carcafes  of  the 
poor. 

'  Yet,  even  this  branch  was  already 
over*ftocked,  infomuchthatalmoftevery 
ilreet  was  fiimiOied  with  one  of  thefe 
charitable  receptacles,  which,  inftead  of 
diminiihing  the  taxes  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  poor,  encouraged  the  vul- 
gar to  be  idle  and  diflblute,  by  openii^g 
an  afylum  to  them  and  their  families, 
from  the  difeafes  of  poverty  and  intem- 
perance :  for  it  remains  to  be  proved, 
^t  the  pariOi^nitca  are  decreafcdy  the 
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bills  of  mortality  leflened,  tfie  peopl^ 
more  numerous,  or  the  ftreets  lefs  in- 
fefted  with  beggars,  notwithftanding 
the  immenfe  fums  yearly  granted  by  in- 
dividuals for  the  relief  of  the  indigent. 
But,  waving  thefe  reflections.  Doc- 
tor Fathom  hoped  that  his  landlord 
would  be  a  moft  ufeful  implement  for 
extending  his  influence ;  and,  for  that 
reafon,  admitted  him  into  a  degree  of 
partnerdiip ;  after  being  fully  convinced, 
that  be  was  not  under  articles  to  any 
other  phyiician.  Neverthelefs,  he  was 
very  much  miftaken  in  reckoning  on 
the  importance  of  his  new  ally;  who 
was,  like  himfelf,  a  needy  adventurer, 
fettled  upon  credit,  and  altogether  un«- 
employed,  except  among  the  very  rcfufe 
of  the  people,  whom  no  other  perfon 
would  take  the  tj-ouble  to  attend :  fo 
that  our  hero  got  little  elfe  than  expe- 
rience  and  trouble,  excepting  a  tew 
guineas,  which  he  made  iliift  to  glean 
among  fojourners,  with  whom  he  be- 
came occaiionally  acquainted,  or  young 
people  who  had  been  unfortunate  in 
their  amours. 

In  the  mtdil  of  tbeie  endeavours,  he 
did  not  omit  his  duty  to  the  old  gentle- 
woman, whofe  daughter  he  had  cnred 
at  Tunbridge ;  and  was  always  receiv- 
ed wiih  particular  complacency;  which, 
perhaps y  he  in  fome  meafure  owed  to 
nis  genteel  equipage,  that  gave  credit 
to  every  door  before  which  it  was  feen  |' 
yet  Mifs  Biddy  was  as  inacceflible  as 
ever,  while  the  mother  became  mure 
and  more  warm  in  her  oivilities ;  till  at 
length,  after  having  prepared  him  with 
fome  extraordinary  compliments,  flie 
gave  him  to  underHand,  that  Biddy  was 
no  better  than  a  giddy- headed  girl,  far 
fiom  being  unexceptionable  in  her  mo« 
rai  chara6ler,  and  particularly  deficient 
in  duty  and.  gratitude  to  her,  who  had 
been  always  a  tender  and  indulgent  pa- 
rent; (lie  was  therefore  determined  to 
punifli  the  young  minx,  for  her  levity, 
and  wapt  of  natural  aifeAion,  by  alter- 
ing her  own  condition,  could  fhe  find  a 
worthy  and  agreeable  man,  on  whom 
flie  could  hettow  her  hand  and  fortune 
without  a  blufli. 

The  Aim  was  inftantly  removed  from 
Fathom's  eyes  by  this  declaration,  which 
flie  uttered  with  fuch  a  iignificancy  of 
look,  as  thrilled  to  his  foul  with  joyful 
prefage;  while  be  replied,  it  would, 
indeed,  be  a  di^cult  talk  to  find  a  n^an 
X  a  whQ\ 
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Who  merited  fuch  happinefs  and  honouri 
but,  Aireiy,  (bme  there  wcre»  who  would 
taflc  their  faculties  to  the  uttermoft,  in 
manifefting  their  gratitude,  and  dcfire  of 
rradering  tbemfelves  worthy  of  fuch  dif- 
trn6lion .  Though  this  ani'wer  wat  pra- 
110 u need  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  gave  h^r 
to  underftand  he  had  taken  the  bint,  ihe 
would  not  cheapen  her  condefcenfion 
fo  much  as  to  explain  hcrfelf  farther  at 
that  juncture,  and  be  was  very  well  con- 
tented to  woo  her  on  her  own  terms : 
Accordingly,  he  began  to  feafon  his  be- 
iisviour  with  a  fpicc  of  gallantry,  when 
ht  had  opportunities  of  being  particular 
with  this  new  inamorata }  and,  in  pro^* 
portion  to  the  returns  fbe  made,  he  gra- 
<lually  detached  him felf  from  Mil's  Bid- 
dy, by  inttrmitting,  and  at  laft  dif- 
continuing,  thofe  ardent  expreflions  of 
love  and  admiration,  which  he  had  made 
fliift  to  convey  in  private  looks  and  ftolen 
whifpers,  during  th?  rancorous  infpec- 
tion  of  her  mother. 

Such  alteration  could  not  long  efcape 
the  jealous  eyes  of  the  young  lady,  no 
more  than  the  caufe  of  this  alienation, 
'which  in  a  moment  converted  all  her 
love  into  irreconcileable  hate,  and  filled 
her  whole  ibul  with  the  molt  eager  de- 
fue  of  vengeance :  for  Ihe  now  not  only 
confidered  him  as  a  mercemry  wretch, 
who  had  (li|hted  her  attractions  for  the 
fordid  gratihcations  of  avarice,  but  alib 
«s  an  interloper,  who  wanted  to  inter- 
cept her  fortune,  in  the  odious  charaf^er 
•of  a  father-in-law.  But,  before  flie 
could  bring  her  aim  to  any  ripencfs  of 
contrivance,  her  mother  having  caught 
cold  at  church,  was  feized  with  a  rheu- 
tnatick  fever,  became  delirious  in  lefs 
than  three  days,  and,  notwithstanding 
all  the  prelcripiions  and  care  of  her  ad- 
mirer, gave  up  the  ghoft,  without  hav- 
ing retrieved  th?  ufc  of  her  knfc9,  or 
been  able  to  manife^i,  hy  will,  thefen- 
timents  (he  entertained  m  favour  of  her 
phyfirian,  who  (as  the  reader  will  cafily 
perceive)  had  more  reafons  than  one  to 
be  mortally  chagrined  at  this  event. 

Mifs  Biddy  being  thus  put  in  pof- 
feijion  of  the  whole  inheritance,  not  on- 
ly renounced  all  corre/pondence  with 
DoAor  Fathom,  by  forbidiling  him  the 
hoofe,  but  likewife  took  ail  opportuni- 
ties of  prejudicing  his  chara^er,  by 
hinting,  that  her  dear  mamma  had  fall- 
en  a  Sacrifice  to  his  ignorance  and  pre* 
iumption. 


C  H  A  «P.    XVIUL 

ACi^VIRES  BMPLOriiENT,  IN  C4^iK 
SEt^UENCJt  or  A  LlfCKV  hUtCJkK^ 
»IAOB. 

THESE  ill  offices,  kowevcr,  hi 
from  anfweiin^  ber  pirpofe,  had 
m  quite  contrary  em& :  for,  in  oonfe- 

S|uence  of  her  invcflivea,  hgi  was,  m  • 
ew  days,  called  to  the  wife  of  »  nm^ 
chant,  who  piouily  hoped  that  bis  prac- 
tice would  not  giveMiis  Biddy  the  lye* 
The  patient  had  long  lingered  under  a 
complication  of  diftempers,  and  hnug 
in  no  immediate  danger  of  licr  life,  Doc* 
tor  Fathom  was  in  no  hurry  to  ftrikea 
decifive  ftroke;  till  the  huibaod  grow* 
tng  impatient  of  delay,  and  £6  explicit 
in  his  hints,  that  it  was  impoffibleto 
mifapprrhend  his  meaning,  our  adven- 
turer relblved  to  do  fodiethinjg;  di^ftual 
foj  his  fatisfaflioD,  and  prefcribed  a  dm- 
dicine  of  fuch  rough  operation,  at  he 
thought  mull  either  oblif^  his  employer^ 
or  produce  a  change  in  the  lady's  gob- 
ftitution,  that  would  make  a  noiie  in 
the  world,  aod  faring  a  new  acceflion  tm 
his  fame. 

Proceeding  upon  thefe  raaxtmc,  be 
could  not  be  diiappointed :  the  mnedjr . 
played  it's  part  with  fuch  f  ioience,  aa ' 
reduced  tlie  patient  to  extremity,  and 
the  merchant  had  adually  bektoke  a* 
undertaker  i  when,  after  a  icrita  of 
fwQonings  and  convulfions,  Nature  b 
far  prevai  led,  as  to  expel  at  once  the  pre- 
fers pt  ion  and  the  diieafe ;  yet  the  good- 
natured  hufband  was  h  much  atKr&d 
with  the  agonies  to  which  he  faw  the 
wife  of  his  bofom  expoied  by  this  fpect- 
fick,  that,  although  the  effed  of  it  was 
her  perfed  recovery,  henc\*er  could  besr 
the  fight  of  Fathom  for  the  future,  nor 
even  hear  his  name  mentioned,  without 
giving  iigns  of  horror  and  iBdig»atioD$ 
nay,  he  did  not  fcruple  to  affirm,  that 
had  our  adventurer  been  endowed  with 
the  leail  tincture  of  huntanity,  he  wooM 
have  i'uffered  the  poor  woman  to  depait 
in  peace,  rather  tluMi  r^^ore  her  to  bodch 
at  the  expence  of  fuch  anxiety  and  tor- 
ture.      • 

On  the  other  hand,  this  «xtraontiBaf|r 
cure  was  blazoned  abroad  by  the  good 
lady  and  her  gotidps  with  liich  exagge- 
rations, as  routed  the  aftonifhrncnt  e£ 
the  pubiicki  and  coattt^npi  vitb  the  re- 
port 
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Mit  of  ]ib  laft  i]Birc#rriag^  to.  hiing 
Aim  upQB  the  carpet,  as  tbe  ualvprfal 
|ubje£l  of  iiUcaur£e.  Wheu  a  pbyncias 
becomes  tive  town  ulk,  he  generally 
COBcUidcs  ]}i$  buiiDerB  more  than  lialf 
done,  even  though  his  fame  (bould  whol- 
]▼  turn  i]|>on.his aial - piadi i ce  ^  in foru u c b 
that  fome  n^embcxs  of  the  faculty  have 
been  heard ^  cojsplaifi,  that  they  itever 
had  thegooa  fortiuie  to  be  publlckly  ac* 
cuIedofhoE^ifide^  aad  it  if  weil  knawn^ 
that  a.certaioiaJums  empiiick  of  oiir 
(Azy  never  Ji^uriOied  to  any  degree  of 
voilth  and  r(3>uution»  till  after  he  had 
been  atuckecf  in  print»  and  fairly  con* 
jriOLed  of  having  detUoyed  a  good  Dum- 
ber of  the  human  Cptcie%»  Succefs  raif* 
cd  ttjpon  fuch  a  foundation^  would ,  by 
9  difcif  le  of  Plato,  and  fome  modern 
lliorali&s,be  afcribed  to  the  innate  virtue 
and  genero^y  of  the  human  heart^whicb 
naturally  dpouies  the  caufe  that  needs 
prote^on :  but  I,  whofe  notions  of  hu- 
inan  excellence  are  not  quite  fofublinie, 
am  apt  to  believe  it  is  owing  to  thax 
fpirit  of  felf*  conceit  and  contradi£lion« 
yvhich  is,  at  leaft,  as  univerfal,  if  not 
as  natural}  as  the  moral  fenfe  To  warm- 
ly contended  for  by  thofe  ideal  philofo* 
nhers. 

The  moft  infamous  wretch  often  £nds 
his  account  in  thefe  principles  of  male- 
volence and  felf-love :  for  whevcfoever 
bis  charader  falls  under  difcufHon,  there 
is  generally  fhntt  perfon  prefent,  who,, 
either  from  an  aflfeckation  of  lingulaiity, 
0r  envy  to  the  accufers,  undertakes  his 
4lefence,  and  endeavours  to  invalidate 
tbe  articles  of  his  impeachment,  until  he 
M  heated  by  altercation,  and  hurried  in- 
to moreefie^ual  meafures  for  hi&  ad  van - 
ta^.  If  fuch  benefits  accrue  to  thole 
who  have  no  real  merit  to  depend  upon  $ 
furely  our  hero  could  not  but  reap  fome- 
thing  extraordinary  from  the  debates  to 
which  he  now  gave  rifej  as  by  the  mi- 
raculous cure  he  had  efe£led,  all  his  pa- 
tieat*8  friends,  all  the  enemies  of  her 
buiband,  all  t^ofe  who  envied  his  other 
^dYtrfsLry,  were  interefted  in  his  behalf, 
cxcluiive  of  fuch  admirers  as  furprize 
and  curiolity  might  engage  in  his  caufe. 

Thus  wafted  upon  the  wings  of  ap- 
plaufe,  his  fame  foon  diffuicd  itfcif  into 
iul  the  coraers  of  this  great  capital :  the 
,iiewi|)apers  teemed  with  his  praife }  and 
in  order  to  keep  up  the  attention  of  the 

Sblick,  hisemiifaries,  male  and  female, 
»arated  ^nto    different  cofiee-houfes, 
fvmpaniesf  and  clubf ^  where  they  did 


not  fail  to  comment  upon  theft  articlcn 
of  intelligence.  Such  a  favourable  inci- 
dent is  of  itlHf  i'urticient  to  float  the 
baric  of  a  man'*  fortune  :  he  was,  in  a 
fc\V  d:'ys,  called  to  another  lady,  labour- 
itig  under  the  fame  di (order  he  had  fo 
fucccfsfiiUy  difpelledj  and  Ihe  thought 
hciielf  benefitted  by  his  advice.  His 
acquaintance  naturujly  extended  itfclf 
among  the  viiiunts  and  allies  of  hispA- 
ticntsi  he  was  lecommended  from  fa- 
mily to  family  j  the  fees  began  to  mul* 
tiply$  a  variety  of  footmen  appeared 
every  day  at  his  door  j  he  difcontinucd 
hiS  (ham  circuit 3  and,  looking  u^on  the 
prefcnt  conjuflure  as  that  tide  in  his  af- 
fairs, which  (accor  ling  to  Shakei'peart) 
when  laict-n  at  the  full,  leads  on  to  for' 
l^unc,  he  refolvcd,  that  the  opportunity 
fliould  not  be  lolt,  and  applied  himfjif 
with  fuch  afliduity  to  his  prailice,  that, 
in  all  likelihood,  he  would  have  carried 
the  palm  from  all  his  cotemporaries,  had 
not  he  fplit  uf)on  the  fame  rock  which 
had  Oiipwrecked  his  hopes  before. 

We  have  formerly  defcanted  upon 
that  venereal  appetite  which  glowed  in 
the  conditutiun  of  our  adventurer,  and 
which  all  his  phiiofophy  and  caution 
could  hardly  keep  within  bounds:  the 
reader,  theicfoie,  will  not  be  much  fur- 
prized  to  learn,  that  in  the  excicife  of 
his  profcflion  he  coniia6led  an  intimacy 
with  a  clergyman's  wife,  whom  he  at- 
tended  as  a  phyfician,  and  whofe  con- 
jugal  virtue  he  fuhducd  by  a  long  and 
diligent  exertion  of  his  del u five  artSji 
while  her  mind  was  enervated  by  fick- 
nefs,  and  her  huiband  abroad  upon  his 
necelFary  occafions.  Thi»  unhappy  pa- 
tient, who  was  a  woman  of  an  agreea- 
ble perfon  and  lively  convcifation,  fell 
a  facriiice  to  her  own  iecurity  and  Cdi'm 
conceit :  her  want  of  health  had  con- 
fined her  to  a'fedentary  life,  and  her 
imagination  being at^Uve  and  leltlels.  Hie 
had  Ipcut  thole  hours  in  reading  which 
other  young  women  devote  to  company 
and  divciiion  ;  but,  as  her  ftudies  wers; 
not  fupc  no  tended  by  any  perfon  of  tatte, 
(lie  had  indulged  her  own  fancy  without 
meihod  or  propriety.  The  Spectator 
taught  her  to  l>e  a  critick  and  phik'j- 
pher;  from  plays  flic  learned  poetry  and 
wit  J  and  dcnved  her  knowledge  of  life 
from  books  of  hiiioiy  and  adventures. 
Fraught  with  thciis  acquifitions,  and 
furnilhed  by  Nature  witli  uncommon 
vivacity,  flic  defpifcd  her  own  fcx,  and 
courted  ttiefocict|  of  men,  among  whom 

ihe 
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fbe  thought  her  talents  might  be  more 
honourably  diTpIayed  $  fully  confident 
of  her  own  virtue  and  fagacity,  which 
enabled  her  to  fet  all  their  arts  at  de- 
fiance. 

Thus  qualified,  ilie,  in  an  evil  hour, 
had  recourfe  to  the  advice  of  our  ad- 
yenturer,  for  fome  ailment  under  which 
flie  had  long  laboui^ ;  and  found  fuch 
relief  from  nis  (kill,  as  very  muchpre- 
pofleffed  her  in  his  favour :  ihe  was  no 
fefs  pleafed  with  his  obliging  manners, 
than  with  his  phyfick  j  and  found  much 
entertainment  in  his  converfation,  fo  that 
the  acquaintance  proceeded  to  a  degree 
of  intimacy ;  during  which,  he  perceiv* 
cd  her  weak  fide,  apd  being  enamoured  of 
her  perfon,  flattered  her  out  of  all  her 
caution.  The  privilege  of  his  character 
fiirniflied  him  with  opportunities  to  lay 
fnares  for  her  virtue,  and  taking  advan- 
tage of  that  litUeilnefs,  languor,  and 
indolence  of  the  fpirits,  by  which  all 
the  vigiUnce  of  the  foul  is  relaxed,  he, 
after  a  long  courfe  of  attention  and  per- 
feverance,  found  means  to  make  mip-. 
wreck  of  her  peace. 

Though  he  maftered  her  chaftity,  he 
could  not  quiet  her  confcience,  which 
inceffantly  upbraided  her  with  breach  of 
the  mamage-vow;  nor  did  her  undoer 
efcape  without  a  fhare  of  the  reproaches 
fuggefted  by  her  penitence  and  remorfe. 
Tins  internal  anxiety  co-operating  with 
her  difeafe,  and  perhaps  with  the  medi- 
cines he  prefcribed,  reduced  her  to  the 
brink  of  the  grave ',  when  her  hufband 
returned  from  a  neighbouring  kingdom, 
in  confequence  of  her  earned  requeft, 
joined  to  the  information  of  her  friends, 
who  had  wntten  to  him  an  account  of 
the  extremity  in  which  fhewas.  The 
good  man  was  affli^lcd  beyond  meafure, 
when  he  faw  himfelf  upon  the  verge  of 
lofmg  a  wife  whom  he  had  alvirays  ten- 
derly loved  J  but  what  were  his  emotions, 
when  die,  taking  the  firit  opportunity 
of  his  being  alone  with  her,  accoiled 
him  to  this  cfFe<5>.     *  I  am  nowhaften- 

*  ing  towards  that  diflblution,  from 
«  which  no  mortal   is  exempted  j  and 

*  though  the  pror]>eft  of  futurity  is  al- 
«  logether  clouded  and  uncertain,  my 

*  confcience  will  not  allow  me  to  plunge 

*  into  eternity  without  unburdening  my 

*  mind,  and  by  an  ingenuous  confeinon, 

*  making  all  the  atonement  in  my  power 

*  for  the  ingratitude  I  have  been  guilty 
«  of,  and  the  wrongs  I  have  committed 

*  agairvft  a  yiituous  huiband,  who  never 


<  gave  me  caufe  off  complaint.    Yb« 

*  (land  amazed  at  this  preamble ;  but, 

*  alas !  how  will  you  be  (hocked  when 

*  I  own  that  I  have  betrayed  yon  in 

*  your  abfence )  that  I  have  trefptiled  a- 

*  gainft  God  and  my  marria^-vow, 

*  and  fallen  fiom  the  pride  and  oonfi- 
'  dence  of  virtue  to  the  moftabjeft  fbt^ 
'  of  vice  t  yes,  I  have  been  anfaithfoi 
'  to  your  bed,  having  fallen  a  viQim  to 

*  the  infernal  infinuationt  of  a  vtllainB 

*  who  took  advantage  of  my  weak  and 
'  unguarded  moments.    Fathom  is  tht 

*  wretch  who  hath  thus  injured  your  ho- 
'  Dour,  and  niined  my  unfufpe&ing  in- 
'  nocence.     I  have  nothing  to  plead  in 

*  alleviation  of  my  crime  but  die  moft 

*  fincere contrition  of  heart;  and  though 

<  at  any  other  juncture  I  could  not  ex* 

*  pe^  your  foreivenefs  j  yet,  as  I  now 

*  touch  the  goal  of  life,  I  truft  in  your 

*  humanity  and  benevolence  for  that 
«  pardon  which  will  lighten  the  forrows 

*  of  my  foul,  and  thofe  prayers  which 

*  I  hope  will  entitle  me  to  favour  at  the 

*  Throne  of  Grace.* 

The  poor  huiband  was  fo  much  over- 
whelmed with  grief  and  confvfion  at 
this  unexpected  addrefs,  that  he  could 
not  recolleCl  himfelf  till  after  a  paufe 
of  feveral  minutes;  when,  uttering  a 
hollow  groan,  *  I  will  not,*iaid  he,  *ag- 

*  gravate  your  fufferings,  by  reproach- 

*  ing  you  with  my  wrongs;  though  your 
'  conduct  hath  been  but  an  ill  return 

*  for  all  my  tendemefs  and  efteem.    I 

*  look  upon  it  as  a  trial  of  my  Chriflian 

*  patience,  and  bear  my  misfortune  with 

*  refignations  meanwhile,!  forgive  yoi^ 

*  from  my  heart,  and  fervently  pray, 

*  that  your  repentance  may  be  accepta- 

*  bie  to  the  Father  of  mercy.*  So  faying, 
he  approached  her  bed -fide,  and  em- 
braced her  in  token  of  his  fincerity. 
Whether  this  generous  condelcenfion 
difFufed  fuch  a  cprnpolure  upon  her  fpi- 
rits,  as  tended  to  the  eafe  and  rcfieih- 
ment  of  nature,  which  had  been  almoft 
exhaui^ed  by  difeafe  and  vexation  ;  cer* 
tain  it  is,  that,  from  this  day^  (he  be- 
gan to  ft  niggle  with  her  malady  m 
nirprizing  e^orts;  and  hourly  gained 
ground,  until  her  health  was  pmty  well 
re-cftabliftied. 

This  recovery  was  fo  far  beyond  the 
hu (band's  expeflation,  that  he  began 
to  make  very  ferious  reflexions  on  the 
event,  and  even  to  wifh  he  had  not  been 
quite  fo  precipitate  in  pardoning  the 
backilidings  of  his  wif<^ :  fo^^  tbough 
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he  cooldn^  witbold  hit  cocnpaflion 
li-oai  a  dying  penitent,  he  did  not  at  all 
lelilh  the  thoughts  of  cohabiting,  at 
ufual,  with  a  wi?e»  lelf •  convi^ed  oF  the 
viola&ioo  of.  the  matrimonial  contra^^ : 
he  therefon^  coniidcred  hit  declaration 
as  DO  more  than  a  provifional  pardon, 
to  take  place  on  conditioo  of  her  imme- 
diate death  |  and,  in  a  little  time,  not 
only  communicated  to  her  hit  fentiments 
on  this  fubje^,  but  alfo  Teparated  himfelf 
from  her  company,  fecured  the  evidence 
of  her  maidirwho  had  been  confidante  in 
her  amour  with  Fathom,  and  immedi- 
ately iet  on  fpot  a  profecution  againft  our 
adventuiTT, ,  whole  behaviour  to  his 
wife  he  did  not  fail  to  promulgate,  with 
all  it*s  aggravating  circumiiances.  By 
thele  means  tlie  dolor's  name  became 
io  notorious,  that  every  man  was  afraid 
of  admitting  him  into  his  houfe,  and 
every  woman  alharoed  of  foli citing  his 
advice. 


CHAP.    XIX. 

UIS    BCLIP8B,   AND    GRADUAL    DE- 
CLINATXON. 

MISFORTUNES  feldomcome 
fmgle:  upon  the  back  of  this 
hue  and  cry,  he  unluckily  prefcribed 
phlebotomy  to  a  gentleman  of  fome 
rank,  who  chanced  to  expire  during  the 
operation  j  and  quarelled  with  his  land- 
lord the  apothecary,  who  charged  him 
with  havmg  forgot  the  good  offices  he 
had  done  binr  in  the  beginning  of  his 
career;  and  defired  he  would  provide 
himfelf  with  another  lodging. 

All  thefe  miflups  trtadinj^  upon  the 
heels  of  one  another,  had  a  very  mor- 
tifying effe&  upon  bis  pra6lice.  At 
every  tea-uble,  his  name  was  occa- 
(ionally  put  to  the  torture,  with  that  of 
the  vile  creature  whom  he  had  feduccd ; 
though  it  was  generally  taken  for  grant- 
ed, by  all  thofe  female  cafuifls,  that 
Aie  muft  have  made  the  firit  advances ; 
for  it  could  not  he  fuppo(ed,  that  any 
man  would  take  much  trouble  in  lay- 
ing fchemes  for  the  ruin  of  a  perlbn 
whofe  attraftions  were  fo  flender,  espe- 
cially confidering  the  ill  ftate  of  her 
health,  a  circumlTance  that  leldom  adds 
to  a  woman^s  beauty  or  good  humour; 
beiides,  ihe  was  always  a  pert  minx, 
that  affefted  fingularity,  and  a  mafcu- 
linc  manner  of  Ijpcaking  j  and  many  of 


them  had  forefeen,  that  (he  would,  fomt 
time  or  other,  bring  herfelf  into  fuch 
a  prsmunire.    At  all  godipings,  where 
the  apothecary  or  his  wife  affilted,  Fa- 
thom's pride,    ingratitude,   and   roaU 
praAice,  were  canvafTcd  j  in  all  clubs  of 
married  men,  he  was  mentioned  with 
marks  of  abhorrence  and  dcteftationi 
and  every  medical   coffee-houfe  rui^ 
with  his  reproach.     InOances  of  his  ig- 
norance and  prefum prion  were  (quoted* 
and  many  particulars  feigned  for  the 
purpofe  of  defamation ;  fo  that  our  her» 
was  exactly  in  the  fituation  of  a  horfe- 
man,  who,  in  riding  at  full  fpeed  for 
the  plate,  is  thrown  from  the  laddie  in 
the  middle  of  the  race,  and  left  without 
fenfe  or  motion  upon  the  plain.    His 
progrefs,   though  rapid,   had   been  So 
ibort,  that  he  could  not  be  fuppofed  to 
have  laid  up  iiore  again fl  fuch  a  day  of 
trouble ;  and  as  be  Itill  cbi^rinied  hopes 
of  furmounting  thofe  obftacles  which 
had  fo  fuddenly  ftarted  up  in  his  way, 
he  would  not  reHgn  his  equipage,  nor 
retrench  his  expences  $  but  appeared,  as 
ufual,  in  all  publick  places,  with  that 
ierenity  and  confidence  of  feature  which 
he  had  never  depofited  ;  and  maintained 
his  external  {>omp,  upon  the  little  he 
had  referved  in  the  days  of  his  profpe- 
rity,  and  the  credit  he  had  acquired  by 
the  punctuality  of  his  former  payments. 
Both  thefe  funds,  however,  failed  in  a 
very  little  time:    his  law-iuit  was  a 
gulph  that  fwal lowed  up  all  his  ready 
money  j  and  the  gleanings  of  his  prac- 
tice were  fcarce  lufHcient  to  anfwer  his 
pocket  expences,  which  now  increafed 
in  pro|x>rtion  to  the  decrease  of  bufi- 
nefs}  for  as  he  had  more  idle  time,  and 
was  lefs  admitted  into  private  families, 
lo  he  thought  he  had  more  occafioti  to 
enlarge  his  acquaintance  among  his  own 
fex,  who  alone  were  able  to  fupport  him 
in  his  difgrace  with  the  other.     He  ac- 
cordingly liifed  himfelf  in  feveral  clubs, 
and  endeavoured  to  monopolize  the  ve- 
nereal  branch   of  trad^:    though  this 
was  but  an  indifferent  rclburce;  for  al- 
moft  ail  his  patients  of  this  clafs   were 
inch  as  either  could  not  or  would  not 
prupeilyrecompence  the  phyfician. 

For  fome  time,  he  lingered  in  this 
fituation,  without  going  upwards  or 
downwards,  floatinglike  a wifp  of  ftraw, 
at  the  turning  of  the  tide,  until  he  could 
no  longer  amufe  the  perfon  of  whom  he 
lud  hired  his  coach-norfcs,  or  polfpone 
the  other  demands,   which  multiplied 
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tppoA  htm  a^eiy  dsy.  Then  wat  htti 
chariot  oTCftumcd  with  a  hideous  craAi» 
and  his  face  Co  much  wounded  with  the 
ihivers  of  the  glaft,  which  went  to 
pieces  in  the  fall)  that  lie  appeared  in 
the  coflfee^^houie  with  half  a  doaen  black 
patches  opoii  his  countenance,  gave  a 
moft  circumibntial  detail  of  the  riik  he 
had  run,  and  declared,  that  he  did  not 
believe  he  ftiould  ever  hatard  hirofelf 
again  in  any  lort  of  wheel  carriage. 

Soon  after  this  accident,  he  took  an 
opportunity  of  telling  his  friends,  in 
the  fame  publick  place,  that  he  had 
turned  away  his  footman,  on  account 
4>f  his  drankennefs,  and  was  relblved, 
lor  the  future,  to  keep  none  but  maids 
in  his  fervicet  becaufe  the  men  fervants 
are  generally  impudent,  laiy,  debauch- 
ed, or  diflioneft}  and,  after  all,  net. 
ther  fo  neat,  handy,  or  agreeable,  as 
the  other  fexf.  In  the  rear  of  this  re- 
folution,  he  fhifted  his  lodgings  into  a 
private  court,  being  diftra^led  with  the 
din  of  carriages,  that  difturb  the  inha- 
bitants who  live  towards  the  open  (^reetj 
and  gave  his  acquaintance  to  underftand, 
that  he  had  a  medical  work  upon  the 
anvil,  which  he  could  not  finiHi  with- 
out being  indulged  in  Hlence  and  tran- 
quillity. In  effe6l,  he  gradually  put 
on  the  exteriors* of  an  author ^  his 
watch,  with  an  horizontal  movement 
by  Graham,  which  ht  had  often  men- 
tioned, and  fliewn  as  a  very  curious 
piece  of  workmanlhip,  began  about  this 
time  to  be  very  much  out  of  order,  and 
was  committed  to  the  care  of  a  mender, 
who  was  in  no  hurry  to  redore  it.  His 
tye*wig  degenerated  into  a  major;  he 
fometimes  appeared  without  a  fword, 
and  was  even  obferved  in  publick  with 
a  fecond  day's  fliirt;  atlaft,  his  cloaths 
became  nifty,  and  when  he  walked  about 
the  Greets,  his  head  turned  round  in  a 
furpriaing  manner,  by  an  involuntary 
motion  in  his  neck,  which  he  had  con- 
tracted by  an  habit  of  reconnoitrinir 
the  ground,  that  he  might  avoid*  all 
dangerous  or  difagreeable  encountei-s. 

Fathom,  finding  himlclf  defccnding 
the  hill  of  fortune,  with  an  acquiied 
gravitation,  ftrove  to  catch  at  every 
twig,  in  order  to  (top  or  retard  his  de- 
fccnt.  He  now  regretted  the  oppor- 
tunities he  had  neglcfted,  of  manning 
one  of  feveral  women  of  moderate  for- 
tune, who  had  made  advances  to  him, 
in  the  zenith  of  his  reputation;  and 
•odeavoured,  by  forciisg  himieif  into  a 


lower  pati)  of  life  than  any  he'lliA'^ 
therf o  trod,  to  keep  htnietf  afloat,  with 
the  .portion  of  ibmetradefitiaii's  daugk- 
ter,  whom  he  meant  to  cfp(iufe.  White 
he  exerted  bimielf  in  dds*  puHvit,  be 
happened,  in  netuming  froiii  a  place 
about  thirty  mileS  fHoin  LoifdoB,  to  Ht^ 
come  acquatnfed,  in  the  ftage-coaehf, 
with  a  young  woman,  of  a  \crf  bomriy 
appearance,  whom,  from  the  dnver*t  in- 
forraation^  he  underftood  to  be  die  niece 
of  a  country  fuftice,  and  daughter  of  a 
foap- boiler,  who  had  lived  and  died  tn 
London,  and  left  her,  in  her  infancy, 
Ible  heirefs  of  his  eflfefts,  which  amonnt^ 
ed  tofbur  thonfand  pounds.  The  uncle, 
who  was  her  guardian,  had  kept  her 
facred  from  the  knowledge  of  the  worM^ 
relblving  to  tfkR  a  match  betwixt  her 
and  his  own  fon ;  arid  it  was  with  nracb 
difficulty  he  had  confented  to  this  jonr- 
nev,  which  (he  had  undertaken  as  a 
vifit  to  her  own  mother,  who  bad  mar- 
ried a  fecond  hu(band  in  town. 

Fraught  with  thefe  anecdotes.  Fa- 
thom began  to  put  forth  hlrk  gallantry 
and  good  humour;  and,  in  a  word, 
was  admitted  by  the  lady,*^  to  the  privi- 
lege of  an  acquaintance,  in  which  ca* 
pacity  he  vifited  her  during  the  term  of 
her  refidence  in  London  j  and  as  th^ 
was  no  time  to  be  loft,  declared  bis  ho« 
nourable  intentions  i  he  had  fuch  a  ma- 
ntfeft  advantage,  in  point  of  perfbual 
accomplishments,  over  the  voung  gen- 
tleman who  was  detained  ^or  her  hnf- 
band,  that  fhe  did  not  difdain  his  pro- 
pofais,  and  before  (he  fet  out  for  the' 
country,  he  had  made  fuch  progrefs  in 
her  heart,  that  the  day  was  aJhiaUj 
fixed  for  their  nuptials,  on  which  he 
faithfully  promifeJ  to  x:arry  her  off  in  a 
coach  and  fix.  How  to  rai(e  mon^ 
for  this  expedition,  was  all. the  difficulty 
that  remained ;  for,  by  this  time,  his 
finances  were  utterly  dried  up,  and  Ins 
credit  altogether  exhaulled.  Upon  a 
very  preding  occafion,  he  had  fermerfy 
applied  himfelf  to  a  eeitain  wealthy 
quack,  who  had  relieved  his  nece(fities^ 
by  lending  him  a  fmal^  fom  of  money, 
in  return  for  having  communicrated  to 
him  a  fecret  medicine,,  which  he  affirm- 
ed to  be  the  moftr  admirable  fpeoifick 
that  ever  was  invented.  The  noltmm 
had  been  ufed,  and  luckily  for  him, 
fucceeded  in  the  tiial ;  fo  that  the  em- 
pyrjck,  in  the  raidftof  his  fatisfaftioe,. 
began  to  reflet,  that  this  fame  Pathom> 
who  pretendtd  to  be  in  po^^on  of  a 
%,'  great 
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many  remedies,  equally  eflicaci- 
would  certainly  beoome  a  formt- 
dabie  rival  to  him,  in  his  buiincfs, 
ihouki'he«verbe  abte  to  extjicate  him- 
fclf  from  his  prefent  difficulties. 

In  cofifequcnce  of  thefe  fUggcftions, 
berefolved  to  keep  our  adventurer^s  head 
under  water,  by  maintaining  him  in 
the  moftabjeftdependance;  according- 
ly, he  h«id  from  time  to  tiihe  accom- 
nwdated  him  with  fmall  trifles,  which 
barely  Icrved  to  (iipport  his  exiftence, 
and  even  for  thefe  had  taken,  notes  of 
hand,  that  he  might  have  a  fcourge  over 
head,  in  cafe  heihould  prove  infolent 
or  refrafiory.  To  this  benefa^or.  Fa- 
thom applied  for  a  reinforcement  of 
twenty  guineas >  which  he  folicited  with 
the  more  ccniidence,  as  that  fum  would 
certainly  enable  him  to  repav  all  other 
obKgattons .  The  quack  would  advance 
the  money  upon  no  other  condition, 
than  that  of  knowing  thefcheme,  which 
being  explaineti,^  he  complied  with  Fer- 
dinand's requeft ;  buty  at  the  fame  time, 
prirately  difpatched  an  exprefs  to  the 
young  la&iy's  uncle,  with  a  full  account 
of  the  whole  confpiracy;  fo  that  when 
thedoflor  arrived  at  the  inn,  according 
toapoointment,  he  was  received  by  his 
wormip  in  perfon,  whogzve  him  to  un- 
derftand,  tnat  his  niece  had  changed 
her  mind,  and  gone  Bfry  miles  farther 
into  the  country  to  vifit  a  relation.  This 
was  a  grievous  difappolntment  to  Fa- 
thom, who  really  believed  his  miftrefs 
had  forfaken  him  through  mere  levity 
and  caprice,  and  was  not  undeceived 
tilt  feveral  months  after  her  marriage 
wi(h4ier  cuufm,  when,  at  an  acciden- 
tal meeting  in  London,  (he  explained 
the  ftory  of  the  Iccret  intellig-ence,  and 
cxcufed  her  marriage,  as  the  eife6^  of 
rigorous  ufage  and  compulfion. 

Had  our  hero  been  really  enamoured 
of  her  peribn,  he  might  have  probably 
accompliftied  his  wiflies,  notwithitand- 
ing  the  tteps  fhe  had  taken ;  but  this 
was  not  the  cafe }  his  paiTion  was  of  a 
different  nature,  and  theobje£i  of  it  ef- 
fectually without  his  reach.  With  re- 
gard to  his  appetite  for  vramen,  as  it  was 
an  infirmity  of  his  conftitution,  which 
he  could  not  overcome,  and  as  he  was 
in  no  condition  to  gratify  it  at  a  great 
espence,  he  had  of  late  chofen  a  houfe- 
kceper  from  the  hundreds  of  Orury,  and 
ta  avoid  fcandal,  allowed  her  to  afTume 
his  name.  As  to  the  intimation  which 
iiad  becni*eot  ta  the  cooDtry  juftice,  he 


immediately  imputed  it  to  the  true  au^ 
thor,  whom  he  marked  for  his  ven- 
geance accordingly  j  but,  in  the  mean 
time,  fuppreifed  his  refcntment,  becau/^ 
he  in  fome  meafure  depended  upon  hint 
for  fubfiftence.  On  the' other  hand,  the 
quack,  dreading  the  forwardnefs  and 
plaufibility  of  our  hero,  which  might> 
one  time  or  other,  render  him  indepen- 
dant,  put  a  ftop  tothofe  Aipplies,  oA 
pretence  of  finding  tliem  inconvenient  $ 
but,  out  of  his  friend fhip  and  good- 
will to  Fathom,  undertook  to  procure 
for  him  fuch  letters  of  recommendation^ 
as  would  infallibly  make  his  fortune  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  and  even  to  fit  htm 
out  in  a  genteel  manner  for  the  voyagci 
Ferdinand  perceived  his  drift,  and 
thanked  him  for  his  generous  oiFer, 
which  he  would  not  fail  to  confidcr  with 
all  due  deliberation ;  though  he  was 
determined  againft  the  propofal,  but 
obliged  to  temporize,  that  he  might  not 
incur  the  difpleafure  of  this  man,  at 
whofe  mercy  he  lay.  Meanwhile  the 
profecution  again  ft  him,  in  VoBon 
Commons,  drew  near  a  period,  and  the 
lawyers  were  clamorous  for  money, 
without  which  he  forefaw  he  ftioiild  lofe 
the  advantage  which  his  caufe  had  late- 
ly acquired  by  the  death  of  his  anta- 
gonift^s' chief  evidence:  he,  therefore, 
feeing  every  other  channel  (hut  up,  be- 
gan to  doubt,  whether  the  rilk  of  being 
apprehended  or  ft  sin  in  the  charaAer  of 
a  highwayman,  was  not  over-balanced 
by  the  profpeft  of  being  acquitted  of  a 
charge  which  had  ruined  his  reputation 
and  fortune,  and  a£lua)ly  entertained 
thoughts  of  taking  the  air  on  Hounftow 
Heath,  when  he  was  diverted  from  this 
expedient  by  a  very  fmgular  adventure; 


CHAP.    XX. 

AFTER.  DIVERS  XtNSUCCES  SFUL 
EFFORTS,  HE  HAS  RECOURSE 
TO  THE  MATRIMONIAL    N^OOSE. 

CHANCING  to  meet  with  one 
of  his  acquaintance  at  a  certain 
coffec-houfe,  the  difcourfc  turned  upon 
the  characters  of  mankind,  when,  among 
other  oddities,  his  friend  brought  upon. 
the  carpet  a  ceitairi  old  gentlewoman  of 
fuch  a  rapacious  difpofition,  that,  like  a 
jackdaw,  ftie  never  beheld  any  metalline 
fubftance  without  an  inclination,  and 
even  aneffort,  to  fecrcrc  it  fw  her  own  ufe 
y  and 
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andcontemplation :  nt>r  was  this  infiiinity 
originally  produced  from  indigence,  in- 
afmuch  as  her  circumiiances  had  been' 
always  affluent,  and  (he  was  now  pof- 
fefTed  of  a  coniiderable  funi  of  money 
in  the  funds;  nptwithilanding  which, 
the  avarice  of  her  nature  tempted  her  to 
let  lodgings,  though  few  people  could 
live  under  the  fame  roof  with  Aich  an 
original ;  who,  rather  rhan  be  idle,  had 
often  fiiched  pieces  of  her  own  plate, 
and  charged  herfervants  with  the  theft, 
or  hinted  fufpicion  of  her  lodgers.  Fa- 
thom, ilruck  with  the  defcription,  foon 
perceived  how  this  woman's  difeafe 
might  be  converted  to  his  advantage ; 
and  after  having  obtained  Aiflicient  in- 
telligence, on  pretence  of  fatisfying  his 
curiofity,  he  vilited  the  widow,  in  con- 
iequence  of  a  bill  at  her  door,  and  ac> 
tually  hired  an  apartment  in  her  houfe, 
whither  he  forthwith  repaired  with  his 
inamorata.  It  was  not  long  before  he 
perceived,  that  his  landlady's  chara6ler 
had  not  been  mifi  epi^iisnted  j  he  fed  her 
dKlemper  with  divers  inconitderable 
trinkets,  fi;ch  as  copper  medals,  cork- 
fcrews,  odd  buckles,  and  a  paultry 
leal  fet  in  filver,  which  were,  at  diffe- 
rent times,  laid'  as  baits  fov  her  inHr- 
mity,  and  always  conveyed  away  with 
remarkable  cHgernefs,  which  h«:  and  his 
dulcineatook  plcafure  in  oblervingfrom 
an  unfufue^led  pUce.  Thus  confirmed 
in  his.  opinion,  he  at  length  took  an  op- 
portunity of  e.%poi!ng  a  metal  watch  that 
belonged  to  bis  miiirefs,  and  faw  it 
ieiaed,  with  great  fatisfa^lion,  in  the 
abfence  of  his  help -mate,  who  had  gone 
abroad  on  purpole.  According  to  ip- 
firuilion,  flic  loon  returned,  and  began 
to  raife  a  terrible  clamour  iibout  the  iofs 
of  her  watch  i  upon  which  flie  was 
condoled  by  her  landlady,  who  liiemed 
to  doubt  the  integrity  of  the  maid,  and 
even  propuled  that  Mrs.  Fathom  (hould 
apply  to  feme  jullice  ot  the  pc  ice,  for 
a  warrant  to  fe^trch  (he  (crvant^^  tiunk. 
The  lady  thanked  her  for  the  good  ad- 
vice, in  compliance  with  which,  flie  had 
immediate  rccourfe  to  a  magilirate,  who 
grafted  a  feHrch-warrant,  not  a^ainll 
the  maid,  but  the  miUrcfs  ;  and  Pie,  in 
a  liltie  time,  returned  with  the  conitable 
at  her  back. 

Thefe  prccautloMS  brlnsj  taken.  Doc- 
tor Fathom  dcfued  a  private  conference 
with  the  old  gentlewoman;  in  which 
he  ^ave  her  to  underiUnd,  that  he  had 
undoubted  proofs  of  her  having  fccreted. 


not  only  the  watch,  but  alfo  fenal 
other  odd  things  of  lefs  coafequeiicpv 
which  he  had  loft  fince  hit  reiidence  ia 
her  houie:  he  then  (hewed  the  vramnt 
he  had  obtained  againft  her,  and  a(ked» 
if  (he  had  any  thing  t)»  offer,  why  the 
conftable  Oiould  not  do  hit  dutv.  la* 
expfciTible  were  the  anguifli  andconfu- 
fion  of  the  defendant,  when  (he  found 
herfelf  thus  entrapped,  and  reflefledy 
that  /he  was  on  the  point  of  being  de- 
ted^ed  of  felony  j  for  (he  at  once  con* 
eluded  that  the  fnare  was  laid  for  her» 
and  knew  that  the  officer  of  juftice 
would  certainly  find  the  unlucky  watch 
in  one  of  the  drawers  of  her  (critore. 

Tortured  with  thefe  foggeftions,  a- 
fraid  of  publickdifgrace,  and  dreading 
the  confequence  of  legal  conviftton,  (he 
fell  on  her  knees  before  the  injured  Fa- 
thom }  and,  after  having  imputed  her 
crime  to  the  temptations  of  nccefTity,  im- 
plored his  compaffion,  promifed  to  re- 
ilore  the  watch,  and  every  thing  (he 
had  taken,  and  begged  he  would  difinift 
the  conllable,  that  her  reputation  might 
not  fuffer  in  the  eye  of  the  world. 

Ferdinand,  wuh  a  feverity  of  coun* 
fenance  purpofely  afTumed,  obfenred, 
that  were  (he  really  indigent,  he  bad 
charity  enough  to  forgive  what  (he  had 
done;  but,  as  he  knew  her  circum- 
fiances  were  opulent,  he  looked  upon 
this  excufe  as  an  aggravation  of  ber 
guilt,  which  was  certainly  the  effeA  of 
a  vicious  inclination  i  and  he  was  there- 
fore determined  to  profecute  her  with  the 
utmoft  feverity  of  the  law,  as  an  ex- 
ample and  ten'or  to  others,  who  might 
be  infe6led  with  the  fame  evil  difpo- 
fition.  Finding  him  deaf  to  all  tier 
tears  and  intreaties,  fhe  changed  the 
note,  and  offered  him  one  hundred  gui- 
neas if  he  would  compromife  the  a&ir, 
and  drop  the  profecution,  (b  as  that  her 
chara^ler  (hould  fuflain  no  damage:  af- 
ter much  argil  men  ution,  he  confented 
to  accept  of  double  the  fum»  which  be* 
ing  inltantlv  paid  in  Eaf^-lndia  bonds* 
Do£bor  Fathom  told  the  conflable,  that 
the  watch  was  found  ;  and  for  once  her 
reputation  was  patched  up.  This  (ea- 
fonable  fupply  enabled  our  hero  to  ftand 
trial  with  his  adverfary,  who  viras  non- 
luited,  and  alfb  to  mend  his  external 
appearance,  which  of  late  had  not  been 
extremel  y  magni  ficent* 

Soon- after  this  gleam  of  good  fortune, 
a  tradeiinan,  to  whom  he  was   coofi- 
derably  indebted|  CtxiDg  no  other  pro- 
bable 
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hMt  means  to  recover  his  money,  in- 
troduced Fathom  to  the  acquaintance  of 
a  young  widow  who  lodged  at  his  houfe, 
and  was  faid  to  be  in  poirefTion  of  a 
con€derable  fortune.  Confidering  the 
fteps  that  were  taking,  it  would  have 
been  almoft  impoiTible  for  him  to  mif- 
carrv  in  his  addreffes :  the  lady  had  been 
bred  in  the  country,  was  unacquainted 
with  the  world,  and  of  a  very  ianguire 
difpoiition,  which  her  fhort  trial  of  ma- 
trimony had  not  fcjved  to  cool.  Otir 
adventurer  was  inftni6^ed  to  call  at  the 
tradefman^s  hotife,  as  if  by  accident,  at 
an  appointed  time,  when  the  widow 
was  drinking  tea  with  her  landlady  j 
on  thefe  occalions  he  always  behared  to 
admiration.  She  liked  his  pcrfon,  and 
praifed  Itis  politenefs,  good  humour,  and 
good  fenfe  5  his  confederates  extolled 
him  as  a  prodigy  of  Icurning,  tafte,  and 
good  nature;  they  likewil'e  rcprefentcd 
Hira  as  a  perlbn  on  the  eve  of  eciipfing 
all  his  competitors  in  phyfick  ;  -an  ac- 
quaintance and  intimacy  focn  enliird, 
nor  was  hereftrifted  in  point  of  oppor- 
tunity. In  a  word,  he  fucceeded  in 
hit  endeavours)  and  one  evening,  on 
pretence  of  attending  her  to  the  play, 
he  accompanied  her  to  the  Flfct,  where 
they  were  married,  in  prefence  of  the 
tradefman  and  his  wife,  who  were  of 
theparty. 

This  grand  affair  being  accomplished 
to  his  fatisfa^ion,  he  next  dny  vifited 
ber  brother,  who  was  a  counfellor  of  the 
Temple,  to  make  him  acquainted  with 
the  ftep  his  fifter  had  taken ;  and  though 
the  lawyer  was  not  a  little  mortified,  to 
find  ihe  had  made  fuch  a  clandeftine 
match,  he  behaved  civilly  to  his  new 
brother-in-law,  and  gave  him  to  im- 
derftand,  that  his  wife's  fortune  con- 
fined of  a  jointure  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  a  year,,  and  fifteen  hundred 
pounds  bequeathed  to  her  during  her 
widowhood,  by  her  own  father,  who 
bad  taken  the  precaution  of  fettling  it 
in  the  hands  of  truftees,  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  that  any  hufband  {he  might  ufter- 
wards  cf|)oule  (hould  be  rcttri^^ed  from 
encroachmgupon  the  capital,  which  was 
referred  for  the  benefit  of  her  heirs. 
This  intimation  was  far  from  being 
agreeable  to  our  hero,  who  had  been 
informed,  that  this  fum  was  abfolutely 
at  the  lady's  difpofal,  and  had  a6lually 
deftined  the  greateft  part  of  it  for  the 
fftyment  of  his  debtS;,  for  defraytpg  (he 
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expence  of  fomifliing  an  elegant  houfe* 
and  fttting  up  a  new  equipage. 

Notwithftanding  this  difappointroent, 
he  refoived  to  c;irry  on  his  plan,  upon 
the  credit  of  his  marriage,  which  was 
publifhed  in  a  very  pompous  article  of 
the  newfpapers ;  a  chariot  was  befpoke^ 
a  ready- fum ifhed  houfe  immediately 
taken,  and  DoAor  Fathom  be?an  to 
re-appear  in  all  his  former  fplendor. 

His  good  friend  the  empir4ck,  alarmed 
at  this  event,  which  not  only  raifed  our 
adventurer  into  the  fphere  ot  a  danger- 
ous rival,  but  alfo  turnilhed  him  with 
means  to  revenge  the  ill  office  he  had 
fuftaincd  at  his  hands,  on  the  adventure 
of  the  former  match  ;  for,  by  this  time. 
Fathom  had  given  him  fome  hints,  im- 
porting, that  he  was  not  ignorant  of  hit 
treaclicrcus  behaviour:  rouaed,  I  fay^ 
by  thefe  ronfiderations,  he  employed 
one  of  his  emifHrncs,  who  bad  fome 
knowlfdfre  of  Fathom*8  brother  in-law, 
to  prej'uiice  him  againlt  our  ail  venturer} 
whom  he  reprelented  as  a  needy  (har)>er, 
not  only  overwhelmed  with  debt  and- 
difgrace,  but  likewife  prcvioudy  mar- 
ried to  a  poor  woman,  who  was  pre- 
vented,by  nothing  but  want  from  feck- 
ing  redrefs  at  law.  To  confirm  thefe 
aliertions,  he  gave  him  a  detail  of  Ka- 
thom*s  incumhrances,  which  he  had 
learned  for  the  purpole,  and  even  brought 
tUe  counlbllor  in  company  with  the  per- 
fon  who  had  lived  with  our  hero  before 
maniage,  and  who  was  fo  much  incenfed 
at  her  abrupt  difmilfTon,  that  fhe  did 
nut  l'ciup!e  to  corroborate  thefe  allega- 
tions of  the  informer. 

The  lawyer,  rtarticd  at  this  intelli- 
gence, fet  on  foot  a  minute  enquiry  into 
the  life  and  converflition  of  the  doflor^ 
which  turned  out  fo  little  to  the  advan- 
tage of  his  ch:ira6ter  and  circumftances, 
thiit  he  refoived,  if  pofliblc,  to  difunite 
him  from  his  faitiily;  and,  as  a  previous 
fiep,  repeated  to  his  ii:ter  all  that  he  had 
beard  to  the  prejudice  of  her  huiband, 
not  forgetting  to  produce  the  evidence  of 
his  milirefs,  who  laid  claim  to  him  by 
a  prior  title,  which,  fhe  pretended,  could 
be  proved  by  the  teftitnony  of  the  cler- 
gyman who  joined  them.  Such  an  ex- 
planation could  not  fail  to  inflame  the 
rcfentmcnt  of  the  injured  wife;  who,  at 
the  very  firll  opportunity,  giving  a  loofc 
to  the  impetuofity  of  her  temper,  up- 
braided our  hero  with  the  moi\  bitter 
inve^iyea  for  his  perfidious  dealing. 

Ya  Fcrdi- 
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Ferdinand,  confctous  of  bis  own  in- 
nocence, which  *he  had  not  always  to 
plead,  far  from  attempting  to  foothe  her 
indignation,  aflumed  the  authority  and 
prerogative  of  a  huiband,  and  (barply 
leprel^ended  her  for  her  credulity  and 
indecent  warmth.  This  rebuke,  inftead 
qf  Alencing,  gave  new  fpirit  and  volu- 
)>ility  to  her  reproaches,  in  the  courfe  of 
which,  (he  plainJy  taxed  him  with  want 
pf  honeily  and  aife^lion,  and  faid,  that 
though  his  pretence  was  love,  his  aim 
was  no  otlier  than  a  bafe  defign  upoa 
her  fortune. 

Fathom,  ftung  with  tbefe  accufationsi 
which  he  really  did  not  deferve,  repHed 
with  uncommon  hear,  and  charged  her, 
in  his  turn,  with  want  of  fincerity  and 
candour,  in  the  falfe  account  flie  ha^ 
given  of  that  fame  fortune,  before  mar- 
riage ;  he  even  magnified  his  own  con- 
defcenfiun,  in  funenciering  his  liberty  to 
9,  woman,  who  had  fo  little  to  recom- 
mend her  to  the  addreflfes  of  the  other 
fex;  a  reile6lion  which -provoked  this 
mild  creature  to  fuc  h  a  degree  of  ani- 
snofity,  I  hat,  forgetting  her  duty  and 
allegiance,  ihe  lent  him  a  box  on  the 
ear,  with  fuch  energy  as  made  his  eyes 
watery  and  he,  for  the  honour  of  his 
manhood  andfovereigniy,  having  waHi- 
^d  her  face  with  a  tlilh  of  tea,  withdrew 
abruptly  to  a  coffee  houfe  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, where  he  had  not  long  re- 
mained, when  his  paHion  fubfided,  and 
he  then  faw  the  expediency  of  an  im- 
mediate leconciliacion,  which  he  refojvcd 
to  purchafe  even  at  the  ex  pence  of  a 
fubm:iilon. 

It  was  pity  that  fuch  a  falutary  rcfo- 
lution  had  not  been  foontr  taken  ;  for, 
when  he  returned  to  his  own  houfe,  he 
underdood  that  Mrs.  Fathom  had  gone 
abroad  in  a  hackney-coach  j  and,  upon 
examining  hti  apartment,  in  lieu  of  her 
cloaths  and  trinkets,  which  fhe  had  re- 
moved with  admirable  dexterity  and  dif- 
patch,  he  found  this  billet  in  one  of  th^ 
diawcrs  of  her  bureau, 

•   SIR, 

•  "DEING  convinced  that  you  are  a 
•*^  '  cheat  and  an  impoftor,  I  have 

•  withdrawn  myfelf  from  your  cruelty 
<  and  machinations,  with  a  view  to  fo- 

*  licit  the  proteaion  of  the  law  j  and  I 

*  doubt  not  but  I  (ball  foon  be  able  to 
«  prove,  that  you  have  no  juJi  title  to. 


*  or  demand  upon,  the  periba  or  effa^ 

<  of  the  unforttmate 

*  Sarah  Mvddy.* 

The  time  had  b^n  when  Mr.  Fathom 
would  have  allowed  Mrs.  Muddy  to 
refine  at  her  leifuie,  and  blelTed  God 
for  hia  happy  deliverance ;  but  at  |He<« 
fent  the  csue  was  quite  altered.  Smart- 
ing as  he  was,  from  the  expence  of  law- 
ful ts,  be  dreaded  a  profccntion  for  bi- 
^my,  which  (though  he  had  jufticeoii 
his  iide)  he  knew  he  could  not  of  him- 
felf  fupport^  befides,  all  hit  other 
fcliemes  of  life  were  fruftrated  by  thia 
un  lucky  elopement :  he  therefore  fpeedi*^ 
ly  determined  to  anticipate,  aa  much  a« 
in  him  lay,  the  malice  of  bis  enemies* 
and  to  obtain,  without  delay,  authen- 
tick  documents  of  his  marriage.  Widl 
this  view  he  haftencd  to  the  hou&  of  the 
tradefmani  who,  with  his  wife,  had 
been  witnd*s  to  the  ceremony  and  con- 
fummationj  and,  in  order  to  interel^ 
them  the  more  warmly  in  his  caufey 
made  a  patbetick  recital  of  this  unhappy, 
biieach,  in  which  he  had  fuf&red  fuch 
injury  and  infult:  but  all  his  rhefonclt 
would  not  avail ;  Mrs.  Muddy  had  been 
before  hand  with  him,  and  had  proved 
the  better  orator  of  the  two  9  for  flie 
had  aflailed  this  honelt  couple  with  fuclr 
tropes  and  figures  of  eloquc^nce,  as  were 
altog<.ther irrefiltible.  Neverthde fs,  thcf 
heard  our  hero  to  an  end,  with  ^reaC 
patience:  then  the  wife,  who  was  the 
common  mouth  upon  all  fuch  oecafioDty 
coptraftmg  her  features  into  a  very^ 
formal  dil'pofition,  «■  I'll  sdTure  vou/ 
faid  (he,  <  Doftor  Fathom,  my  hu&anifr 

<  and  I  have  been  in  a  very  great  ter- 

<  rification  and  numbplufli,  to  hear  fvdi^ 

<  bad  things  of  a  perlbn»  whom,  asond 
«  may  fay,  we  thought  a  worthy  fjfsnr 

<  tleman,  and  were  ready  to  iervc  at  all 
'  times,  by  day  and  by  night,  as  the 
«  faying  is  J  and  bdidcs,  for  all  that, 

*  you  know,  and  God  knows,  at  we 

*  are  <iuilTious  people,  and  work  hand 

*  for  what  we  get,  and  we  have  fcrred 
'  gentlemen  to  our  own  harm,  whereby 

<  my  huiband  was  laft*  Tucfday  lerved 

<  with  a  literary,  being  that  he  was  bound 
'  for  an  officer  that  ran  away  j  and  I 
«  faid  to  my  huiband,    "  Timothy,'' 

*  fays  I,  *•  'tis  a  very  hard  thing  for 
"  one'  to  ruin  one's  fclf  for  ih-anger 
"  people.    There's  Doaor  Fathom," 

<  faya 
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f  (kyt  If  **  bit  account  comet  to  nine 
*'  and  forty  pounds  feten  ftiiilings  and 
**  four-pence  halfpenny  f*    and    you 

*  know,  doctor,  that  was  before  your 

<  laft   bill  began  t    but,    howfomever) 

*  little  did  I  thinks  as  bow  a  gentleman 

*  of  your  learning,  would  go  to  deceive 

*  a  poor  gentlewoman^  when  you  had 

<  another  wife  alive/ 

In  vain  did  our  adventurer  endea- 
vour to  vindicate  himfelf  from  this  af- 
periion ;  the  good  woman,  like  a  great 
many  modern  dii'putints,  proceeded 
with  her  declamation,  without  Teeming 
to  hear  what  was  faid  on  the  other  hde 
of  the  queftion  |  and  the  hufband  was. 
altogether  neutral.  At  length,  Fenii- 
nand  finding  ail  his  protettations  m- 
efieaual,   *  Well,'   faid  he,  <  though 

<  you  are  refolved*  I  fee,  to  difcredit 
'  all  that  I  can  fay  in  opoofition  to  that 
'  fcandalous   (lander,  ot  which  I  can 

*  caiily  acquit  myleif  in  »court  of  juf- 

*  tice,  furely  you  will  not  rcfufe  to  grant 

*  me  a  certificate,  fignifyin^,  that  you 

*  were  prelcnt  at  the  ceremony  of  my 

*  marriage  with  this  unhappy  woman.* 
»— *  You  (hall  excuie  us/  replied  the 
female  orator  ;  <  people  cannot  be  too 

*  wary  in  figning  their  names,  in  this 

*  wicked  world;  many  a  one  has  been 

*  brought  to  ruination  by  figning  his 

*  name,  and  my  hu(band  (hall  not,  with 

<  nygood*wiU,  draw  himfelt  into  fucb 

*  apnmmineery/ 

Fathom,  alarmed  at  thisrefufal,  ear« 
Itfftiy  arffued  againlt  the  inhumanity 
9od  injuttice  of  it,  appealing  to  their 
own  confciences  for  the  realonahlenefs 
of  his  propofal ;  but,  from  the  evafive 
anfwcrs  of  the  wife,  he  had  reason  to 
believe,  that,  long  before  the  time  of 
trial,  they  would  take  care  to  have  for- 
gotten the  whole  tranfa£iion. 

Though  he  was  equally  confounded 
and  incenfed  at  this  initance  of  their 
perfidy^  he  durft  not  manifeft  his  indig- 
nation, confcious  of  the  advantage  they 
lud  over  him  in  divers  refpe6ls  \  but  re- 
paired, without'lofsof  time,  to  the  lodg- 
ing of  the  clergyman  who  had  noolcd 
him,  refolved  to  confult  his  regiiter,  and 
iecure  his  evidence.  Here,  too,  his  evil 
genius  had  got  the  (Vart  of  him ;  for  the 
worthy  ecclefialiick  not  only  couid  not 
recolle6l  his  features,  or  find  his  name 
in  the  regiiter,  but  when  importuned  by 
his  prefling  remonibrances,  took  um- 
brage at  tl^  freedom  ai  his  behaviour, 
and  thieatenedy  if  be  would  not  inMBc* 


diafely  take  himfelf  away,  to  raile  the 
poiie  of  the  Fleet,  for  the  fafcty  of  h:s 
own  perfon. 

Rather  than  put  the  paftor  to  the 
trouble  of  alarming  his  Hock,  he  r<« 
treated  with  a  htavy  heart,  and  went  in 
qued  of  his  miltrers;  whom  he  had  dif* 
mi  fled  at  his  mairiage,  in  hopes  of  ef* 
ft^ling  a  reconciliation,  and  preventing 
her  from  joining  in  the confpi racy  again S 
him  J  bur,  ala^ !  he  met  with  (ucii  a  re* 
cr;>tion  as  he  had  reafon  to  ex(>c6l  from 
a  (lighted  woman,  who  lud  never  felt 
any  real  attachment  for  his  fwibn.  She 
did  not  upbraid  him  with  his  cruelty  in 
leaving  her  as  a  milhefs;  but,  with  a 
fpecies  of  effioniery,  never  enough  to  be 
admireii,  reproached  him  with  his  vW*^ 
lainy,  in  abandoning  her  who  was  his 
true  and  lawful  wife,  to  go-and  ruin  a 
poor  gentlewoman,  by  whole  fortune  he 
had  been  allured. 

When  he  attempted  to  expoftulate 
with  this  virago,  upon  the  barbariiy  of 
this  alTertion,  (he  very  prudently  declin- 
ed engaging  in  private  con verfat ion  with 
fuch  an  artful  and  wicked  man,  and 
calling  up  the  people  of  the  hoiiie,  in* 
fitted  upon  his  being  conducted  to  the 
door* 


CHAP.    XXI- 

IN  WHICH  HIS  FORTUNE  IS  EFFEC- 
TUALLY STRANGLED. 

THE  la(t  refource,  and  that  upon 
which  he  lealt  depend: J,  was  the 
advice  and  ulTiitanceof  ^isold  friend  the 
empirick,  v^Hch  whom  tlill  he  maintained 
a  (light  correfpondence;  and  to  whofe 
houie  h^  (tccred  his  courie,  in  great  per* 
plexity  anil  tribulation.  That  gentle 
man,  initead  of  confoling  him  with  a(* 
fnrances  of  fiiendlhip  and  protection, 
faithfully  recapitulated  all  the  inltanccs 
of  his  inJifcretion  and  mil'condu6t,  tax- 
ed him  with  want  of  fmceiity  in  the 
Welt  India  affair,  as  well  as  with  want 
of  honelty  in  his  laft  marriag",  while 
his  former  wife  was  alive;  and  finally, 
leminded  him  of  his  notes,  which  he 
defired  might  be  immediately  taken  up« 
as  he  (the  quack)  had  pieient  occafion 
for  a  Aim  ot  money. 

Ferdinand  leeing  it  would  be  imprac- 
ticable to  derive  any  fucconr  from  this 
quaiter,  fneaked  homewards,  in  order* 
19  hold  a  confuhacion  with  his  own 
tlioughis  { 
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tbenrghts ;  and  the  firft  obje6l  that  pre- 
lected itfelf  to  his  eyes,  when  he  enter- 
ed his  apartment,  was  a  letter  from  the 
tradcfman,  with  his  account  inclofed, 
amounting  to  fifty-^ve  pounds,  which 
the  writer  defired  might  be  paid  without 
delay.  Before  he  had  time  to  perufe 
the  articles,  he  received  a  iummons,  in 
conieqtience  of  a  bill  of  indi^ment  for 
Isigamy,  i'ound  againft  him  in  Hicks^s 
Ha)),  by  Sarah  Muddy,  widow;  and 
while  he  was  revolving  meafures  to  avert 
thefe  ftormsy  another  billet  arrived  from 
a  certain  attorney,  giving  him  to  under- . 
Hand,  that  he  had  orders  from  Do6lor 
Bnffaloy  the  quack,  to  fue  him  for  the 
payment  of  feveral  notes,  unlefs  he 
would  take  them  up  in  three  days  from 
the  date  of  this  letter. 

Such  a  concurrence  of  fmifter  events 
inade  a  deep  impreflion  upon  the  mind 
<xf  our  adventurer :  all  his  fortitude  was 
infufficient  to  bear  him  up  againd  this 
torrent  of  misfortunes}  his  refources 
were  all  dried  up,  his  invention  failed, 
und  his  reflexion  began  to  take  a  new 
turn.  'To  what  purpofe,'  faid  he  to 
himfelf,  *  have  I  deferted  the  paths  of 

<  integrity  and  truth,  and  exhaufted  a 

*  fruitful    imagination    in    contriving 

*  fchemes  to  betray    my   fellow-crea- 

*  turcs ;  if,  indead  of  acquiring  a 
'  fplendid- fortune,  wliich  was  ray  aim, 

*  I  havefuffered  fucha  I'eries  of  morti- 

<  ftcations,  and  at  laft  brought  myfelf 

*  to  the  brink  of  inevita\)lc  dcitru^iion  ? 

*  By  a  virtuous  exertion  of  tiioie  talents 

*  I  inherit  from  nature  and  education, 

<  I  might,  long  before  this  time,  have 
^  lendered  myfelf  independent,  and  per- 
'  haps  confpicuous  in  life^  I  might  have 
^  grown  up  like  a  younk;  oak,  which 
'  being  firmly  rooted  in  it's  kindred  foil, 

*  gradually  raifes  up  it's  lofty  head,  ex- 
'  pands  it's  leafy  arms,  projects  a  no- 

*  ble  (hsde,  ami  cowers  the  glory  of  the 

*  plain;  1  (hould  have  paid  the  debt  of 

*  gratitude  to  my  benefaflors,  and  made 

*  their  hearts  Ang  with  joy  for  the  hap- 

*  py  effects  of  their   benevolence;    I 

*  ihould  have  been  a  bulwark  to  my 
«  friends,  a  (helter  to  my  neighbours  in 

*  diftrefs  ;  I  fliouhl   have  run  the  race 

<  of  honour,  feen  my  fame  diffufed  like 
'  a  fwect-fmelling  odour,  and  felt  the 
'  ineffable   pleafure    of   doing    goods 

*  whereas,  I  am,  after  a  vtciflitude  of 

*  difappointments,    dangers,    and   fa- 

*  tigues,  reduced  to  mifery  and  fliame, 

*  aggravated   by  a  confciencc  loaded 


*  with  treachery  and  guilt.     I  have  a- 

*  bufed  the  confidence  and  gencrofity  of 
'  my  patron  ;  I  have  defrauded  bis  fa- 
'  mily  under  the  ma/k  of  fincerity  and 

*  attachment;  I  have  taken  the  mofi 

*  cruel  and  baft  advantages  of  virtue  in 

*  diftrefs ;  I  have  feduced  unfufpcfHn^ 

*  innocence  to  ruin  and  defpair  ;  I  have 

*  violated  the  moft  facred  truft  repofed 
'  in  me  by  my  friend  and  benefaAor ;  I 

*  have  betrayed  his  love,  torn  his  noble 
'  heart  afunder,  by  means  of  the  moft 

*  perfidious  (lander  and  falfe  inilmia- 

*  tions  ;  and  finally,  brought  to  ah  un- 

*  timely  grave  the  faired  pattern  of  hu- 
<  man  beauty  and  perf^ftionl  Shall 
'  the  author  of  thefe  crimes  pafs  with 

*  impunity  ?   Shal  1  he  hope  to  profper  in 

*  the  mid li  of  fuch  enormous  guilt?  It 

*  were  an  iii>putation  upon  Providence 
'  to  fuppofe  it.     Ah,  no  i  I  begin  to 

*  feel  myfelf  overtaken  by  the  etema? 

*  juftice  of  Heaven  1     I  totter  on  thd 

*  edge  of  wretchednefs  and  woe,  with  • 

*  out  ooe  iriendly  hand  tofave  me  frontf 

*  the  terrible  abyfsP 

Theli^  ref1e(ilions,  which,  perhaps,  th6 
milery  of  his  felk>w-cveatures  wotild  ne- 
ver have  infpired,  had  he  himfelf  re- 
mained without  the  verge  of  misfortime, 
wera  now  produced  from  the  fenfatioil 
of  his  own  calamities ;  and,  for  the  firft 
time,  his  cheeks  were  bedewed  with 
the  drops  of  penitence  and  forrow.  <Con- 

*  traries,'  faith  Plato,  <  are  productive  of 
'  each  other."  Reformation  is  oftentimes 
generated  from  unfuccefsful  vice^  and 
our  adventurer  was,  at  this  )un6lttre, 
very  well  difpofed  to  turn  over  a  new 
leaf,  in  confequence  of  thofe  fidutary 
fuggeltior.s,  though  he  was  far  from  be- 
ing cured  beyond  the  poilibility  of  a  le- 
lapie:  on  the  contrary,  all  the  faculties 
of  his  foul  were  fo  well -adapted,  and 
had  been  fo  long-habituated  to  deceit, 
that  in  order  to  extricate  himfelf  from 
the  evils  that  environed  him,  he  would 
not,  in  all  probability,  Itave  fcnipled 
to  praflife  it  upon  his  own  father,  bad 
a  convenient  opportunity  occurred. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  he  certainly,  after 
a  tedious  and  fruitlefs  exercifeof  his  in- 
vention, refolved  to  effe6l  a  clandeftine 
retreat  from  that  confederacy  of  enemiet 
which  he  could  not  withttand,  and  onoe 
more  join  his  fortune  to  that  of  Renaldo» 
whom  be  propofed  to  ferve  for  the  futuro 
with  fidelity  and  affi^ion,  thereby  en« 
deavouring  to  atone  for  the  treachery 
ofhit  fQunercgndujSl.  Thus  dctcrmia^ 
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€d»  he  picked  up  his  neceflariet  in  a 
portmanteau,  attempted  to  amufe  hit 
creditors  with  promife  of  fpeedy  pay- 
loedt,  and  venturing  to  come  forth  in 
the  dark,  took  a  place  in  the  Canterbury 
ftage- coach,  after  having  converted  his 
fuperfluities  into  ready-money.  Thele 
fteps  were  not  taken  with  fuch  privacy  as 
to  elude  the  vigilance  of  his  adverfaries  $ 
for  although  he  had  been  cautious  enough 
to  tranfport  himfelf  and  his  baggage  lo 
the  inn,  on  Sunday  evening,  and  never 
doubted  that  the  vehicle,  which  fet  out 
at  four  oVtock  on  Monday  morning, 
would  convey  him  out  of  the  reach  of 
his  creditors  before  they  cottJd  poifibly 
obtain  a  writ  for  fecuring  his  perfon  : 
they  had  a£lually  taken  fuch  precautions 
as  fruftrated  ail  his  finefiei  and  the 
coach  being  topped  in  the  Borough  of 
Southwarl^  Do6lor  Fathom  was  feized 
by  virtue  of  a  warrant  obtained  on  a 
criminal  indi&ment,  and  was  forthAith 
conducted  to  the  prifon  of  the  Kind's 
Bench ;  yet  not  before  be  had,  by  his 
pathetick  remonftrances,  excited  the 
compailion,  and  even  drawn  tears  from 
the  eyes  of  his  fellow ^paiTengers. 

He  no  fooner  Fe<oHe6>ed  himfelf  from 
the  (hock  which  mull  have  been  occa- 
iioned  by  this  finifter  incident,  than  he 
difpatched  a  letter  to  his  brother-in-law 
the  counfelior,  requeuing  an  immediate 
conference,  in  wiiich  he  promiled  to 
make  fuch  a  propolal,  as  would  fave 
him  all  the  expence  of  a  law-fuit  and 
trial,  and  at  the  fame  time  efre6lually 
anfwer  all  the  purpofss  of  both*  He 
was  accordingly  favoured  with  a  viHt 
from  the  lawyer;  to  whom,  after  the 
moii  folemn  proteftationsof  disown  in- 
nocence, hedeclareil,  that  finding  him- 
felf unable  to  wage  war  again  It  fuch 
powerful  antagonists,  he  had  refolvcd 
even  to  abandon  his  indubitable  right, 
and  retire  into  another  country,  in  or- 
der to  fcreen  himfelf  from  pcrfecution, 
and  remove  all  caufe  of  difquiet  from 
the  urofecutrix,  when  he  was  unfortu- 
nately prevented  by  the  warrant  which 
had  been  executed  againft  him«  He  faid 
he  was  ftill  willing,  for  the  fake  of  his 
liberty,  to  iign  a  formal  renunciatioi)  of 
his  preteniions  to  Mrs.  Fathom  and  her 
fortune,  provided  the  deeds  could  be  ex- 
ecuted, and  the  warrant  withdrawn,  be- 
fore he  ihould  be  detained  by  his  other 
ci-editors  {  and  laftly,  he  conjured  the 
barrifter  to  fpare  himfelf  the  guilt  and 
the  charge  of  i'uborning  evidence  for  th« 
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deftru^lon  of  an  unhappy  man,  whofe 
misfortune  was  his  only  fault. 

The  lawyer  felt  the  force  of  his  ex- 
poftulations :  and  though  he  would  by 
no  means  fuppore'  him  innocent  of  the 
charge  of  bigamy  j  yet,  under  the  pre- 
text of  humanity  and  commileration, 
he  undertook  to  perAiadc  his  filter  to  ac- 
cept of  a  proper  reieafe,  which  he  ob- 
ferved  would  not  be  binding,  if  executed 
durine  the  confinement  of  Fathom  ;  he 
therefore  took  his  leave  in  order  to  pre- 
pare the  papers,  withdraw  the  aflion* 
and  take  fuch  other  meafures  as  would 
hinder  the  prifoner  from  giving  him  the 
flip.  Next  day  he  returned  with  an  or- 
der to  reieafe  our  hero,  who  being  for* 
mally  difcharged,  was  condu6led  by  the 
lawyer  to  a  tivem  in  the  neighbourhood, 
where  the  relcafes  were  exchanged,  and 
evei7  thing  concluded  wiih  amity  and 
concord.  This  bufmefs  being  happily 
tranfafled,  Fathom  ftepped  into  a  hshck- 
ney- coach  with  his  baggage,  and  was 
followed  by  a  bailiff,  who  tuid  him  j  with 
gi'cat  compofure,  that  he  was  again  a 
prifoner  at  the  fuit  of  Dj£lor  Buffalo, 
and  defired  the  coachman  to  re-condu^ 
him  to  the  lodging  be  had  fo  lately  dif- 
charged* 

Fathom,  whofe  fortitude  had  been  hi- 
therto of  the  Pagan  temper,  was  now 
fain  to  reinforce  it  with  the  philofophv 
of  Chriflian  refignatioui  thoueh  he  had 
not  as  yet  arrived  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  feif- 
denial  as  to  f  jrgive  the  couniellor,  to 
whofe  double-dealing  he  imputed  this 
new  calamity.  After  having  received 
the  compliments  of  the  gaoler  on  his  re- 
commitment, betook  pen«  ink,  and  pa- 
per, aud  com  poled  an  artful  and  afFe£i- 
ing  epilile  to  the  empirick,  imploring 
his  mercy,  flattering  his  weaknefs,  and 
demon ftrating  the  bad  policy  of  coop- 
ing up  an  unhappy  man  in  a  gaol,  where 
he  could  never  have  an  oppurtunity  of 
doing  juftice  to  his  creditors ;  nor  did  he 
forget  to  declare  his  intention  of  retiring 
into  another  country,  where  he  might 
have  fome  chance  of  eai  nin^  a  fubnitence, 
which  he  had  fo  long  toiled  for  to  no 
purpoie  in  England^  This  laft  declara- 
tion he  made  in  confequence  of  (he  jea- 
lous difpofition  of  the  quack  ;  who,  he 
knew,  had  long  looked  upon  him  in  ihe 
odious  light  of  an  interloping  rival. 
However,  he  reaped  no  benefit  from  this 
fupplication,  whtch  ierved  only  to  gia- 
iiiy  the  piide  of  Buffalo,  whu  produced 
the  extravagant  enccmiums  vriiich  Fj- 

tho;n 


FERDINAND    COUNT    FATHOM* 


170 

ihom  h?.d  be{Vowed  upon  him,  as  (b 
many  teftimonials  of  his  toe'd  bearing 
witnefs  to  his  virtue. 


CHAP.    XXII. 

FATHOM  BEING  SAFfLY  HOUSED, 
THE  READER  IS  ENTERTAINED 
WITH  A  RETROSI^ECT. 

>  U  T  now  it  is'  high  time  to  leave 
our  adventurer  to  chew  the  cud  of 
i-eflc'6lion  and  remorfe  in  this  folitary 
manfion,  that  we  may  trace  Renaldo  in 
tlie  feveral  fteps  he  took  to  afl'ert  his 
right,  and  do  ju6lice  to  his  family. 
Never  man  indulged  a  more  melancholy 
train  of  id«as  than  that  which  accompa. 
nied  him  in  his  journey  to  the  Imperial 
court :  for,  nctwithitanding  the  mani- 
fold reafons  he  had  to  expedl  an  happy 
iiTue  to  his  aim,  his  imagination  was 
jnceflantly  infe£lerl  with  fomething  that 
thilled  his  nerves,  and  faddenA  his 
heart}  recurring,  with  quick  fucctiTion, 
like  the  unwearied  wave  that  beats  upon 
the  bleak,  inhofpitable  Greenland -Aiore. 
This  the  reader  will  caliiy  fuppole,  was 
tio  other  than  the  remembrance  of  the 
forlorn  Monimia,  whofe  image  appear- 
ed to  his  fancy  in  different  attitudes,  ac- 
cording to  the  prevalence  of  the  paHions 
which  iTiged  in  his  bofom.  Sometimes 
he  view'ed  her  in  the  light  of  apoftacy, 
and  then  ius  foul  was  maddened  with 
indigniition  and  defpair:  butthefe  tran- 
iitoiy  blads  were  nut  able  to  efface  the 
rmprifllons  fhe  had  formr'riy  mride  upon 
his  heart;  impreflions  which  he  had  ib 
often  and  fo  long  contemplated  with 
inconceivable  rapture.  Thtlc  pictures 
ftill  remained,  rcprelenting  her  fair  as 
the  moft  perfeft  idea  of  beauty,  foft  and 
tender  as  an  angel  of  mercy  and  com- 
pafTion,  warmed  wiih  evay  virtue  of 
the  heart,  and  adorned  wiih  every  ac- 
compli iliment  of  human  nature ;  yet  the 
alarming  coiurnft  came  (liil  in  the  rear 
of  this  recolleflion  j  fo  that  his  foul  was 
by  turns  agitated  by  the  ten i pells  of 
honor,  and  oveiwliclmed  by  the  floods 
of  pricf . 

He  recalled  the  moment  on  which  he 
firll  beheld  her  with  th.it  pleafing  regret 
which  attends  the  mcmoi  y  of  a  dear  de- 
ceafed  frirnd;  then  lie  bitterly  curfed  it, 
as  the  fuurceof  ail  his  misfortunes  and 
affliflion  :  he  thanked  Heaven  for  hav- 
ing bleiled  him  with  a  friend  to  dete^ 


ber  perfidy  and  iomtitudei  then  7t* 
dcfitly  wilhed  he  had  ftill  continued  tin- 
der the  influence  of  her  deluflon.  In  a 
word,  iht  lonelinefs  of  his  fituation  ag« 
^ravated  every  horror  of  bis  refleflton  y 
for,  as  he  found  bimieif  without  com- 
pany, his  imagination  was  never  Iblicit- 
ed,  or  his  attention  diverted  from  thefe 
•fubjefls  of  woe;  and  he  travelled  to 
Bruffels  in  a  reverie,  fraught  with  fach 
torments  as  muft  have  entirely  wrecked 
his  reafon,  had  not  Providence  inter- 
po(ed  in  his  behalf.  He  was,  by  his 
poflilion,  condtifbd  to  one  of  the  bed 
inns  of  the  place,  where  be  underftood 
the  cloth  was  already  laid -for  Aipper, 
and  as  the  ordinary  is  open  to  ftrangers» 
in  all  theie  houfes  of  cntertainnaent,  he 
introduced  himfelf  into  the  company^ 
with  a  Tiew  to  alleviate,  in  fome  tnn*' 
fure,  his  forrow  and  chagiin,  by  the 
converfation  of  his  fellow-guefls :  yet 
he  was  fo  ilUprepared  to  obtain  the  re* 
lief  which  he  conrted,  that  he  entered 
the  apartment,  and  fat  down  to  table, 
without  diftiqguifliing  either  the  num- 
ber or  countenances  of  thofe  who  were 
prefent ;  though  he  himfelf  did  not  re- 
main fo  unregarded.  His  mien  and  de- 
poitment  pix>duced  a  prefmfleilion  in  his 
favour ;  and  the  air  of  afHi^ion  fo  re- 
mitrkable  in  his  vifage,  did  not  fail  to 
attract  their  fympathy  and  obfenration. 

Among  the  reff,  was  an  Iriih  ofllicer  in 
the  Auftrian  fervicc  -,  who,  having  eyed 
Renaldo  attentively,  '  Sir,^  faid  he, 
rifing,  *  if  my  eyes  and  memory  donnt 
<  deceive  me,  you  are  the  Count  De 
'  Melville,  with  whom  I  had  the  ho- 
'  nour  to.  ierve  upon  the  Rhine  during 
*  the  laft  war.'  The  youih  hearing  his 
own  name  mentioned,  liftol  up  his  eyes, 
and  at  once  recognizing  the  other  to  be  a 
gentleman  who  had  been  a  captain  in 
his  father's  regiment,  ran  foi-wards  and 
cm  braced  him  with  great  affeclion. 

This  was,  in  divers  refpeds,  a  for- 
tunate rencounter  for  young  Melville  | 
as  the  oiliccr  was jiot  only  perfe^y  well 
acquainted  with  the  fituation  of  the 
coimt's  family,  but  alio  refolved,  in  a 
few  days,  to  fet  out  for  Vienna,  whi- 
ther  he  prom i fed  to  accompany  Renal* 
do,  as  foon  as  he  underilood  his  route 
lay  the  fame  way.  Before  the  day  flsced 
for  their  departure  arrived,  this  gentle- 
man found  means  to  infmuate  himfelf 
fo  far  into  the  confidence  of  the  count, 
as  to  learn  the  caufc  of  that  <liftrelf 
ivbich  iie  had  ^bfenrcd  in  hit  ftaivici 

at 
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at  their  firft  meeting  |  apd  being  a  gen. 
fleman  of  vncoBiman  ▼ivadty.  as  well 
as  fincereTy  attached  to  tKeYamily  of 
MelTiUe,  to  which  he  had  ow^  h'\%  pro* 
motion  i  he  exerted  all  his  good  hu- 
mour and  good  fenfe,  m  amuiing  the 
fancy,  and  realoning  down  the  morti- 
fication, of  the  affli£t«J  Hungarian.  He, 
in  particulars  endeavoured  to  weaa  bis 
attention  from  the  loft  Monimia,  by  en- 
gaging it  upon  his  domefticlc  affairs^ 
and  upon  the  wrongs  of  his  mother  and 
fifter;  who,  he  gave  him  to  underftand, 
were  langtiiihing  under  the  tyranny  of 
his  father-in-law. 

^  Tills  was  a  note  that  efFe£(uaIIy  rouzed 
him  from  the  lethargy  of  his  forrow  i  and 
the  deiire  of  taking  vengeance  on  the 
oppreHbr,  who  had  ruined  his  fortune, 
and  made  his  neareft  relations  miferable, 
fo  entirely  eDgroflfed  his  thouglits,  as  to 
leave  no  room  for  other  connderations. 
During  their  journey  to  Auftria,  Ma- 
jor Farrel  ^tnat  was  the  name  of  his 
fellow-traveller)  informed  him  of  many 
circumftances  touching  bisfathei-^shoufey 
to  which  hirafclf  was  an  utter  ftranger. 
*  The  condu£l  of  your  mother,'  faid 
he,  *  in  marrying  Count  Trebafi,  was 

*  not  at  all  agreeable  either  to  the  friends 

*  of  the  Count  De  Melville,  or  to  her 

*  own  relations,  who  knew  her  (econd 
'  hufband  to  be  a  man  of  a  violent  tem- 

*  per,  and  rapacious  difpofition,  which 

<  the  nature  of  his  education  and  em- 
'  ployment  had  ferved  rather  to  inflame 
'  than  allay)  for*  yon  well  know  he 

*  was  a  partlzan  during  the  whole  courfe 

*  of  the  late  war.  They  were,  more- 
'  over,  equally  furprized  and  chagrined, 

*  when  they  found  (he  took  no  ftep  to 

*  prevent  his  feizing  upon  that  inheri- 

*  tance  which  of  ri^t  belonged  to  you^ 

*  and  which,  by  the  laws  or  Hungary, 
'  is  unalienable  from  the  heir  of  blood  : 

<  neverthelefs,  thev  are  now  fully  con- 
'  vinced,  that  fhe  hath  more  than  fuf- 

*  ficientlv  atoned  for  her  indifcretion, 
'  by  the  barbarity  of  her  huft>and,  who 

<  hath  not  only  fecluded  her  from  all 
'  communication  with  her  friends  and 

*  acquaintance,  but  even  confined  her 

*  to  the  weft  tower  of  your  father's  houfe, 

*  where  fhe  is  faid  to  be  kept  clofe  pri- 

<  foner,  and  fubjeSted  to  aJI  foits  of 
«  inc9rivenienceandmoitification.  This 

*  fcvcrity  flie  is  believed  to  have  in- 

*  curred,  in  confeouence  qf  having  ex- 
'  .poftulated  with  mm  uuon  his  unjuft 
.-'  behaviour  to  y^  and  Mademoifell^ 


'  whom  he  hath  «£(iially  ihut  up  in 
'  fome  convent  in  Vienna,  which  vour. 

<  relations  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to 

<  difcovers   tl^t  the  memorv  of  your' 

*  noble  father  is  fo  dear  to  all  thofe  who , 
*'  were  favoured   with  his  friendftiipj" 

'  and  the  rufferings  of  the  counrefs  and 

*  Mademoifelle  have  raifed  fuch  a  fpirit 
'  of  reientment  againft  her  cruel  gaoler, 

*  that  nothing  is  wanted  but  your  pre- 

<  fence,  to  be^in  the  profecutiOn,  and 
'  give  a  fanAion  to  the  meafures  of 
'  your  friends,  which  will  in  a  little 
'  time  reftore  your  family  to  the  fruition 

*  of  it's  rights  and  fortune.  For  my 
'own  part,  my  dear  count,  I  confider 

*  myfelf  as  one  wholly  indebted  to  your 

*  houfe  for  the  rank  and  expectation  t 
'  now  enjoy )  and  my  finances,  intei  eft, 

<  and  perfon,  fuch  as  they  are,  I  dedi- 

*  cate  to  your  few  ice.' 

Renaldo  was  not  How  in  making  hit 
acknowledgments  to  this  generous  Hi- 
bernian, whom  be  informed  of  hi  sfcheme; 
recounting  to  him  his  uncommon  tranf- 
aClion  with  the  benevolent  Jew,    and' 
communicating   the  letters  of  recom- 
mendation he  had  received  by  his  means,' 
to  fome  of  the  firft  noblemen  at  the  Im- 
perial court.  Meanwhile  he  burned  with 
impatience  to  chaftife  Count  Trebafi, 
for  his  perfidious  condu6t  to  the  widow 
and  the  fatherlefsj  and  would  have  taken 
the  road  to  Freiburg,  without  touching 
at  Vienna,  in  order  to  call  him  to  a  fe- 
vere  account,  had  not  he  been  Itr^rnu- 
oudy  oppofed  by  Major  Farrel,  who 
reprefented  the  imprudence  of  takin|{ 
fuch  a  ftep,  before  he  had   fecurcd  a 
proper  proteftion  from  the  confequencet 
with  whicKit  might  be  attended. 
*  It  is  not,'  faid  he,  *  your  own  life 
and  fortune  only  which  depend  upon 
your  behaviour  in  this  emergency,  but 
alfo  the  quiet  and  happinefs  of  thofe 
who  are  moft  dear  to  your  dft'ei5lion  t 
not  you  alone,  but  like  wife  voiif  mo- 
ther and  (ifter,  would  infallibly  fuffer 
by  your  temerity  and  precipitation." 
Firft  of  all,  deliver  your  credentials 
at  court,  and  let  us  join  our  endea- 
vours to  raife  an  intertft  .Irong  enough 
to  counterbalance  that  of  Trebafi.    Jf 
we  fuccced,  there  will  be  no  neceHity 
for  having  recourfe  to  perfonal  meat 
fures  1  he  will  be  compelled  to  yield 
up  your  inheritance  which  he  unjuttly 
detains,  and  to  reftore  your  filter  to 
vour  arms;  and  if  he  afterwards  re- 
lufcs  to  do  luAice  to  the  couotct«/you 
2  •  v#iU 
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•  will  alwayt  hate  if  ift  ytmr  p6V»«r  to 
«  eyince  youHelf  the  A>if  df  nie  hrate. 
<  Count  0e  Melville/ 

There  |u(l  and  Talutaiy  repitftftn- 
tiont  had  a  due  effeft  Mpdii  ReDftldo, 
^fao  no  fooner  airiv^d  af  the  capital  of 
Auftria,  than  he  waited  upon  t  certiun 
princecrif  diftin^ion,  to  whofe  patroft* 
tfc  be  was  commended  \  and  from  Whom 
be  met  with  a  very  cordidll  reception,  not 
#nly  on  account  of  his  credentials,  but 
alio  for  the  fake  of  his  father,  who  was 
well  known  to  his  highnefs.  He  heard 
bis  complaints  with  great  patience  and 
aiffabilityy  afTured  him  of  his  afliftance 
and  proteftion,  and  even  undertook  to 
introduce  him  to  the  emprefs  queen,  who 
would  not  fulfer  the  weakeli  of  her  fub- 

SR%  to  beopprefled,  much  icfs  difinegard 
e  cauie  of  an  inpired  young  liobleman 
who  by  his  own  fcrvices  and  thofe  of  his 
fiimily  was  peculiarly  intitled  to  her  fa- 
Tour. 

Nor  was  he  the  only  perfon  whoft 
countenance  and  patronage  Melville  fo- 
iicited  upon  this  occafion  ;  he  vifued  alt 
the  friends  of  his  father,  and  all  hia 
^other*s  relations,  who  were  eafily  in- 
terefted  in  his  behalf;  while  Major  Far- 
lel  contributed  all  his  efforts  in  flrength- 
ening  the  aiTociation.  So  that  a  law- 
fuit  was  immediately  commenced  againfll 
CountTrebadj  who,  on  his  fide,  was  not 
idle,  but  prepared  with  incredible  in« 
duftry  for  the  aflault,  refolving  to  main- 
tain with  his  whole  power  the  acquid- 
tion  he  had  made. 

The  laws  of  Huneary,  like  thofe  of 
ibme  other  cotmuies  I  could  nan^e,  af- 
ford fo  many  fubtes  fuges  for  the  pur- 
pc^s  of  perfidy  and  fraud,  tfiat  it  i$  no 
wonder  our  youth  beean  to  cortmfiin  of 
the  flow  progrefs  of  hts  affair ;  efpecially 
as  ht  glowed  with  the  mod  e^ger  deiire 
of  redrefling  the  grievances  of  his  paTfnt 
and  fitter,  whofc  fuffcringd  be  did*  rtot 
doubt  were  doublevf  finct  the  ihftitution 
of  his  procefs  againtt  their  fdrnientdr. 
He  imparted  his  lentiments  on  this  head 
to  his  friend}  and,  as  his  appfeh^nfiOnf 
every  moment  increafed,  plamly  told  him 
he  could  no  longer  live  without  makipg 
fome  effort  to  iee  tliofe  with  whom  he 

*  was  fo  nearly  connected  in  point  of 
blood  and  alFe£liob :  he  therefore  re- 
Iblved  to  repair  immediately  fo  Pref- 
burg;  and,  according  to  the  mtelligence 
he  mould  procure,  eflay  fo  fee'a'nd  con- 
terfc  with  his  mother,  though  at  the 
hasMUjdofhlslife.  .  -     -    •      ■ 


CRAP.    XXBL 

ttfiKth6  kttttiCftirat  ntdctrft. 

JN6ft  At  LAtfi^,  AHff  AtfROVES 
fllMSILf  tHE  SON  Of  fitXS  FA* 
tHEH. 

THE  inaior  ilifdiiig  him  dttaMmd^ 
iiffi^ed  opoif  atteftfding  him  in  hil 
tfxpeditidn ;  and  they  {kft  out  together 
for  Prefburg.  where  they  privately  at. 
rived  in  the  dark.  tchWiHz  to  keep 
^emfelves  cdflceaied  at  die  boufe  of  i 
friend,  until  thnr  ibdulit  have  formed 
ibme  plan  fcir  their  future  operations. 
Here  they  were  informed  that  Count 
Trebaff  s  caftle  was  altogether  inaciectfi* 
ble  s  that  all  the  (ervaAts  who  were  fdp- 
pofed  to  ha'^e  the  ItsJk  veneration  or 
coinpsdnon  for  the  countefV,  were  dif- 
mifleds  and  th^t  fmce  Renaldo  wai 
knowA  to  be  in  tiermany,  the  vigilance 
and  caution  of  that  cruel  h4](band  werr 
redoubled  to  fuch  a  d^-ee,  that  no- 
body knew  whether  his  uiuortunate  lady 
was  actually  alive  or  dead. 

Parrel  perceiving  Melville  exceeding* 
ly  afFe£led  with  this  intimation,  and 
bearing  him  declare  that  he  would  never 
(\mt  Prefborg  until  he  Ihould  have  en- 
tered the  houfe,  and  removed  his  doubts 
on  that  intereiting  fub)eA$  not  only  ar-  ' 
gued  whh  great  vehemence  agaitift  fuch 
an  attdiiipf,  as  equally  dangerous'  and 
.  indlfcrtet,  but  (blemnfy  fwore  he  would 
prevent  his  purpofe,  by  difcovering  bis 
defign  to  the  family,  unlefs  be  would 
promife  to  liRen  to  a  more  moderate  tnJ 
ipeafible  expedient.  He  then  propofol 
that  he  himf^r  (hould  appear  \tL  the 
equipjige  of  one  of  the  traveliiDg  Sa- 
voyards who  ftvoU  about  Europe,  *&- 
knufmg  ignorant  people  wMi  the  tfkEks 
of  a  magick-Iaiithorn,  and  in  that  dif- 
guife  endeavour  to  obtain  admittance 
froia  the  fervants  of  Trehafi,  ameing 
^whotti  he  might  itkake  fuch  iin^uiiies  as 
would  deliver  Melvillc  from  his  prelent 
uneaiy  fufpenfe. 

This  propofal  was  Embraced,  though 
reluftantly,  by  Renaldo,  who  was  un- 
wiTTing  to  exjM^fe  his  friend  to  the  leaft 
ganger  or  di {grace }  and  the  major  he- 
Ing  ne^t  day  provided  with  the  habit 
an<f  implements  of  his  new  profeflion^ 
together  with  a  ragged  attendant  who 
preceded  him,  extorting  mufick  from 
a  paultry  viol,  ipproached  the  caftfc- 

Igate,  antr  procbttmetf  ius  ihew  fo  n^- 

rally, 
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«i}if «40  «  yfll  piiiiMiiog  0f  tb»  imam  of 
Savoy  and  the  howl  of  Jiid^d,  that 
•Of  vo9|d  JbtvtijMginfdhe  had  been 
Mflu^or  to  Madam  C^thcriaa  from 
W  cn4k«  So  lar  hit  ftratagem  fiic 
cffdedt  he  had  not  long  ftood  in  waiu 
iogt  before  ha  waa  invited  into  the 
fo^rt-yaiAi  iiten  the  rervantt  formed 
>riog»  and  danced  tp  the  ^ifoitft  of  hia 
ygmpa^ion'a  lUlli  then  he  vya#  con- 
duA^into  the  bintary*  wJien  be  ««bi* 
bited  hit  fignret  on  ihe  wall  and  bit 
po^ceQi  pa  the  Amhti  and  while  they 
.raided  him  in  thit  Manner  with  fcr^t 
and  ibur  vine,  he  tooih  occafion  to  etn- 
quire  abowt  the  old  lady  «nd  her  dau^* 
^r,  befoff  whom,  ha  Aid»  be  had  ^. 
fod^iftilitiat  (yregfiiiaim.  Though 
;hit  (|«eitiQn  waa  aAwd  with  aU  «hat  atr 
of  iioi|ilicUy  whi^h  it  pecMiiar  to  thela 
pao|»le«  one  of  the  domefticU  took  the 
aianoB,  beipg  infrded  with  the  fufpi- 
cioat  of  hit  m«i|er»  and  ^ainiy  tajted 
the  oiajpr  with  being  a  i^jt  ij^eaiening 
at  the  ame  time  that  he  iboidd  be  Grip- 
ped and  ifarched. 

Tiiia  woyJd  have  been  a  aei>y  dange« 
roiiacspefitnent  for  the  HiberwMi,  who 
had  a^^uaUy  in  bit  jpocfcat  a  letter  to  the 
counteft  fr«m  her  fon,  whieh  lie  hoped 
fortune  might  have  fumUhod  him  with 
an  <H)pKtHmiy  to  deliver.  When  he 
tbeteloielfHind  him^U  inihia  dileflnma, 
he  wat  aot  at  all  eafy  in  hit  own  mind  t 
hawever»  iattead  of  prole iting  hit  in^ 
nocence  in  an  hombleand  beieeching 
ftraia,  in  order  to  aciiiMt  himielf  of  the 
charge,  he  refolved  to  elnde  the  fufpU 
fioa  by  iirovoking  the  wralh  ot'  hit  ac- 
cuier,  and  jputtiag  on  the  air  «l  vulgar 
iniegricy  aiironted,  began  to  reproach 
the  iiri^ant  in  reiy  mlbleat  termt  for  hit 
unfajf  fuppofitioai  and  yndecfiing  him- 
feif  in  a  moment  to  the  ikin,  threw  hit 
tattered  garmeota  in  the  face  of  hit  Mi.. 
veelar>'«  tiling  him  he  would  find  no- 
thing there  which  he  would  not  be  very 
glad  m  part  with «  at  the  faatte  time, 
ruling  hit  voiee,  ha»  in  ehrgthbehlh 
of  the  clan  he  ^epmfenied,  knUed  and 
cvried  with  gmc  imiMy\  lb  that  th« 
whole  hoHfe  refunded  with  the  aoi^. 
The  vaJ«t>  jealmify,  like  a  imallar  fire, 
wat  in  a  irica  fwaiUvwad  «p  in  the 
peater  flama  nf  hit  r^.eshiadled  by 
thit  abrupt  addrefs  {  in  coniequence  of 
which,  ranal  was  Itiekad  out  ar  the 
gate,  naked  at. he  waa  to  the  wniA^ 
af<er  hit  laaihom  h»i  bean  btoka  to 
piepaa  »  to  liea^i  aaA  than  he  mu 


joined  by  hit  domeflkk^  who  had  «ot 
been  able  to  recbver  hit  appani  ud 
eifeft  a  retreat*  without  incurriog  marka 
of  the  fame  fort  of  diilln&ion. 

The  maior,  confiderinjg  the  rifle  ha 
muft  have  run  in  being  deee£Ud» 
tkought  hiniicJf  cheaply  quit  for  thia 
moderate  difcipline,  thoogh  he  wat  re- 
ally concerned  for  kit  friend  Kenaldoi 
who,  underftaadiag  the  particulart  of 
(he  adveotma,  determined^  aa  the  lad 
efbit,  to  ride  oound  the  caftle  ia  tha 
^ftm  day*  on  pceunce  of  taking  tha 
aar,  whae,  perad  venture^  tha  coiuitMGi 
wiould  (ee  kim  from  the  fdace  of  her 
cQoiinemeor,  and  favour  him  witk 
£Mne  mark  or  token  of  her  being  alive. 
Though  hit  companion  did  not  much 
reliCh  thit  plan,  which  he  foccfaw  would 
eapoie  him  to  tlie  infultt  of  Trcbaii}' 
yet,  at  he  could  not  contrive  a  bettert 
he  aeauiefced  in  Renaldo^a  iavetxioa* 
with  the  pipvifo,  that  he  would  defer 
jthe  aaecution  of  it  unttl  his  father- in* 
law  ihould  ke  abfent  in  the  chac^ 
which  wat  a  divardoa  ha  every  day 
aajoyad. 

Accordingly  they  fet  aoroper  watch, 
aad4ay  concealed  until  tney  were  in* 
formed  of  TrebaTrt  having  gone  forth  j 
whau  thsy  mounted  their  horiet,  and 
rode  int^  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
caftie.  Having  made  a  iinall  excurfion 
in  tha  adjoining  fielda*  they  drew  near* 
cr  tha  walls,  and  at  an  eaQr  nace  bad 
twice  circled  them,  when  Faro  defcried 
at  the  top  of  a  tower,  a  whim  haod« 
kerchief  waved  by  a  woaua^t  band 
tjmvf  h  the  iron  ban  that  ^ured  the 
window.  Thta  iignal  bring  pointed 
ottt  ao  Aeiaido,  his  heart  began  to 
throb  with  great  violences  he  made  a 
tefpcaful  obeifaoce  towardt  the  part  in 
which  it  appeared,  and  peroeiytng  the 
hand  beckoning  him  to  smproach,  ad- 
vanced to  the  vexy  buttreft  of  the  tur- 
ret ;  upon  which,  feeing  ibmething  drop, 
he  ahghted  with  g^eat  expeditiunt  and 
aook  up  a  pi£iure  of  hit  father  io  mi- 
aiatvra,  the  featuret  of  which  he  no 
fimner  diftinguidicd,  than  the  tears  ran  - 
down  hit  chevktt  he  prcOed  the  little 
imi^^to  hit  i^t  with  the  moft  filial  fer* 
vour  \  then,  conveying  it  to  hit  bofom, 
looked  up  to  the  hand,  which  waved 
in  fach  a  manner,  at  gave  liim  to  un* 
dertiand  it  wai^high  time  to  retire* 
Bang  by  thit  time -highly  perfuadcd 
t^  hit  kind  monitor  was  no  other  than 
tha  (Q«0(aia  h(rl«l<V  >»  po^ued  to  hit 
^  a  heart, 
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tort»  in  token  of  his  filUl  affcaion; 
and,  laving  his  hand  on  his  fword,  to 
denote  nit  rrfoltttion  of  doing  her  jnftice, 
he  took  fail  leave  with  another  profound 
bow^  and  Aiflfered  himielf  to  be  recon- 
ducted to  his  lodging. 

Every  circuinttanceof  thistranfaftion 
was  o&ferved  by  the  fervants  of  Count 
Trebafiy  who  immediately  difpatched  a 
meflenger  to  their  lordi  yrhh  an  account 
of  what  bad  happened.  Alarmed  at  this 
information,  from  which  he  imfnediate- 
Jy  concluded  that  theihunger  was  young 
Melville,  he  forthwith  quitted  thechace; 
and  returning  to  the  caftle  by  a  private 
poftern,  ordered  his  horfe  to  be  kept 
ready  faddled,  in  hope  that  his  fon-in- 
Hw  would  repeat  the  viiit  to  his  mother. 
This' precaution  would  have  been  to  no 
purpofe,  had  Renaldp  followed  the  ad- 
vice of  Fairel,  who  rejfirelcntcd  the  dan- 
ger of  returning  to  a  place  where  the 
4larm  was  undoubtedly  given  by  his  firft 
appearance;  and  exhorted  him  to  return 
to  Vienna  for  the  profccutipn  of  his  fnit, 
now  that  he  was  fatisiied  of  his  mother** 
being  alive )  in  order  to  ftrengthen  thia 
admonition,  he  bade  him  recoUefl  the 
fignal  for  withdrawing,  which  wasdoubt- 
lefs  the  effeft  of  maternal  concern,  in- 
fpired  by  the  knowledge  of  the  count's 
vigilance  and  vindi6tive  difpofition. 

'  Notwithftandinff  thefe  fuzgeftions, 
Melville  perfifted  m  his  refblution  of 
appearing  once  more  below  the  tower, 
on  the  fiippofidon  that  his  mother,  in 
expectation  of  -his  return,  had  prepared 
a  billet  fbr  fa)s  acceptance,  from  which 
be  might  obtain  important  intelligence. 
The  major  feeing  him  lend  a  deatear  to 
&is  remonftrancen,  was  contented  to  at- 
fend  him  in  this  fecond  expedition, 
5Vhich  he  preflfed  him  -to  undertake  that 
fame  afternoon,  as  Trebafi  had  taken 
care  to  circulate  a  report  of  his  having 
gone  to  dine  at  the  feat  of  a -nobleman 
m  the  neighboiiiliood.  (Our  knight- 
errant  and  his  fquire,  deceived  'by  thia 
iinefle,  prefented  themfelves ;  again  un- 
4ler  the  prifon  of  the  covntefs  9  who  no 
fboner  beheld  her  fon  return,  than*  ihe 
earneilly  intreatcd  him  lo  be  goile,  by 
the  fame  fign  which  (he  had  betore  ufed^s 
and* he  taking  it  for  granted  thatibe 
was  debarred  the  nfe  of  pen,  ^nk,  and 
paper,  and  thafhf  had  nothing  more  to 
expeCV,  confented  to  retire,  and  had  al- 
ready moved  to  fome  d  jihince  from  the 
houfe,  when,  in  crofling  a  fmaU  plan* 
tation  that  belonged  to  the  caftl^i  ib/^ 


were  met  by  Count  Trebaii  and  aaatbeT 
perfon  on  horfeback* 

Ac  fight  of  this  apparition,  the  blood 
mounted  into  Reoaldo^s  cheeks,  and  hit 
eyes  began  to  lighten  witbeagemefs  and 
indignation }  which  was  nbtatall  ditni- 
ni filed  by  the  ferocious  addrefsof  tbe 
count,who,  advancing  to  Melville  with  a 
menacing  air,  *  Before  you  proceed,*  laid 
he,  *  1  muft  know  #ith  what  view  you 

*  have  been  twice  to-day  patroling  round 

*  my  inclofares,  and  reconnoitring  the 

*  different  avenues  of  my  hofjfe:  you 
'  likewife  carry  on  a  clandeftine  cor- 

*  refpondence  with  ibme  peHbn  in  the 

*  family,  of  which  my  honour  obliges 

*  me  to  demand  an  explanation.* 

*  Had  yoor  aftk>ns  been  always  re- 

*  gulated  by  the  dilates  of  honour,*  re- 
plied Renaldo,  *  I  fliould  never  have  been 

*  queftioned  for  riding  round  that  caftl^ 

*  which  you  know  is  my  rightful  inhe- 

*  ritance;  or  excluded  from  the  fight 
'  of  a  parent  who  fuflers  under  your 

*  tvranny  and  oppceffion.  It  is  my  part, 

<  therefore,  to  expolhilatei   and,  finoa 

*  fortune  hath  favoured  me  with  an 

*  opportunity  of  revenging  our  wrongs 

<  in  perfon,  we  Oudl  not  part  until  you 

*  have  learned  that  the  family  of  the 

*  Count  De  Melville  is  not  to  be  in* 

<  jured  with  impunity.    Here  is  no  ad- 

*  vantage  on  either  fide  in  point  of  arms 

*  or  number,  you  are  better  mounted 

*  than  I  am,  and  Ihall  hate  the  choice 

*  of  the  ground  on  which  our  difference 

*  ought  to  be  brought  to  a  fpeedy  de- 

*  termination.* 

Trebafi,  whofe  courage  waa  not  of 
the  ientimental  kind,  but  purely  owing 
to  ins  natural  infenfibility  of  danger, 
inftead  of  concerting  meafures  coolly  for 
tbe  engagement,  or  making  any  verbal 
reply  to  this  defiance,  drew  a  piftol 
without  tbe  leaft  hefitation,  and  fired  it 
at  the  face  of  Renaldo,  part  of  whofe 
left  eye-brow  was  carried  off  by  tbe 
bail.  Melville  was  not  flow  in  ret  am- 
ing  the  compliment  $  which,  as  it  was 
deliberate,  proved  tl^emore  decifivet  for 
the  (hot  entering  the  connt*s  right- breaft, 
made  it*s  way  to  the  back- bone  with 
Aich  a  fliock,  as  fitvck  him  to  the 
^und  I  upon  which  the  other  alighted, 
in  order  to  improve  the  advanuge  he 
bad  gained. 

(^  During  this  tranfaftion,  Farrel  had 
wdl-<)tgh  loft  his  life  by  the  favage  be- 
haviour of  Tkvbafi*s  attendant,  who  had 
been  a  hoffiir  oQccr>  and  who  thinkinj; 
■  .' it 
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h  wM  hii  duty  to  imttate  the  example 
of  hi*  patron  on  thit  occifion,  difcharg* 
td  a  fkikol  at  the  ma)or  before  he  had 
tiie  leaft  intimation  of  hit  deiign.  The 
Htbemian*s  horfe  being  a  common  hire- 
ltng»  and  unaccuftom^  to  ftand  fire, 
no  fooner  faw  the  fiafli  of  Trebafi*! 
piilol,  than  ftarting  a{lde»  he  happened 
to  plunge  into  a  hole,  and  waa  overturn- 
ed at  the  very  inftant  when  the  hu flares 
piece  went  off,  fo  that  no  damage  en- 
filed  to  hit  rider,  who  pitching  on  hit 
feet,  flew  with  great  nimbleners  to  his 
adverfary,  then  laying  hold  on  one  leg^ 
difmounted  him  in  a  twinkline,  and 
leizing  his  throat  as  he  lay,  would  hare 
loon  difpatehed  him  without  the  life  of 
fire-arms,  had  he  not  been  prevented 
by  his  friend  Renaldo,  who  defired  him 
to  deiift,  obierving  that  his  vengeance 
was  already  fatisfied,  as  the  count  feem-' 
ed  to  be  in  the  agonies  of  death.  The 
major  was  loth  to  quit  his  prey,  as  he 
thought  his  aggrettbr  had  aacd  in  a 
treacherous  manner  {  but  recolle^ing 
'that  there  was  no  time  to  lofe,  becauie, 
in  all  probability,  the  firing  had  alanmed 
the  cattle,  be  tocrfi  his  leave  of  the  van- 
<|uiihed  huffiir,  with  a  couple  of  hearty 
fcicks}'  and  mounting  his  horfe,  follow- 
ed Melville  to  the  houfe  of  a  gentleman 
in  the  neighbourhood,  who  was  kinf- 
-man  to  the  countefs,  and  very  well  dif- 
pofed  to  grant  him  a  feoure  retreat,  un- 
til the  troublefome  confequenccs  of  thit 
fencounter  fhould  be  over- blown. 

Trebafi,  though  to  the  young  gentle- 
'man  he  teemed  fpeechlefs  and  infeniible, 
bad  neither  loft  the  uie  of  his  reafon, 
nor  of  his  tongue,  but  afie8ed  that  ex- 
tremity, in  order  to  avoid  any  farther 
converfatton  with  the  viftoi'.  He  was 
•one  of  thoTe  people  who  never  think  of 
death  until  he  knocks  at  the  door,  and 
then  eamefMy  intreat  him  to  excufe  them 
for  the  prefent,  and  be  fo  good  as  to 
call  another  time.  The  count  had  fo 
often  efcaped  unhurt,  in  the  courfe  of 
his  campaigns,  that  he  looked  upon 
bimfelf  a«  invulnerable,  and  fet  all  dan- 
ger at  defiance.  Though  he  had  hi- 
therto taken  no  care  of  the  concerns  of 
hiafoal,  he  had  a  large  fuudof  fuper- 
ftition  at  bottom  I  and  when  the  fur- 
geon  who  examined  his  wound,  de- 
clared it  was  mortal,  all  the  terrors  of 
futurity  took  hold  on  hif  imagination, 
iad  all  the  miidemcanors  of  hit  liib 
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Cvfcnted  tbemieltcf  in  aggtavatcd  c«« 
urs  to  his  recolleftkni. 

He  implored  the  ftriritval  afKfftanceof 
t  good  priefl  in  tne  nei^bourhood  | 
who,  in  the  difcharge  of  his  own  con* 
fcience,  gave  him  to  underftaftd,  that  he 
had  little  mercy  to  expcft,  tmleft  he 
would,  as  much  as  lay  in  his  power,  re* 
drefs  the  injuries  he  had  done  to  his  fel* 
low- creatures.  As  nothing  by  hfavkr 
nponhis  foul  than  tl^e  cruelty  and  fnud 
he  had  praftifed  upon  the  family  of 
Count  Melville,  he  eameftly  befoueht 
this  charitable  clergyman  tomcdiattfait 
pardon  with  the  counteiir,  and  at  the 
fame  time  deiired  to  fee  Renaldo  before 
his  death,  that  he  might  mirhtm  in  pof* 
feifion  of  his  patemau  eftate,  and  ioli- 
cit  his  forgivenefs  for  the  o^Rmce  he  had 
given. 

His  lady,  far  from  waiting  for  the 
priefl*s  interceilion,  no  fooner  underilood 
the  lamentable  fituation  of  her  huiband^ 
and  found  herfelf  at  liberty,  than  ihe 
haftened  to  his  apartment,  expreCed  the 
otmoft  concern  for  his  misfortune,  and 
tended  him  with  truly  conjugal  tender- 
ncfs  and  fidelity.  Her  fbn  gladly  obgr- 
cd  the  fummons,  and  w:is  received  witfi 
great  civility  and  iatisfaftion  by  hia  fa- 
ther-in-hw|  who,  in  piefence  of  tte 
judge  and  divers  gentlemen  afTembled 
for  that  porpofe,  renounced  all  right  an<k 
title  to  the  fortune  he  had  (6  unjufHy 
iifurped;  dtfclofed  the  name  of  the  con- 
vent to  which  Mademoifelle  De  MeN 
ville  had  been  conveyed  ^  difmifred  all 
the  agents  of  his  iniquity ;  and,  being 
foconciled  to  his  fon-in-iaw,  beean  to 
prepare  himlelf  in  tranquillity  ^r  hit 
latter  end. 

The  countefs  was  overwhelmed  with 
an  exceii  of  joy,  while  fhc  embraced 
her  long- loft  fon,  who  had  proved  him* 
fclf  fo  worthy  of  his  father.  Yet  this 
joy  was  imbittered  by  refleaing  that 
(he  was  made  a  widow  by  the  hands  of 
that  darling  fon :  for,  thoueh  fhe  knew 
his  honour  demanded  the  tacrifice,  fhe 
could  not  lay  afide  that  regard  and  ve- 
neration which  is  attached  to  the  name 
of  hufbanil}  and  therefore  refoived  to 
retire  into  a  monaHery,  where  fhe  could 
•fpend  the  remainder  of  her  life  in  devo- 
tion, without  befne  expofed  to  any  in- 
tercoorfe  which  might  interfere  with 
the  delicacy  of  her  fentimenta  on  that 
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HZ  IB  TW  MISLftRNXJEIt  OF  HAPPW 
?iE99  TO  HIS  SIST£R,  WHO  RS- 
MQVIift  TiAE  FILM  WHICH  HAD 
iONC  OBSTRUCTED  HIS  P£N£- 
THAflOH*  WITH  REGAK>D  TO 
CQVffT  JT^TUOM* 

AS  the  moft  po^kar ing  afSs^ioa  ba4 
always  fu^i^ed  between  Henaido 
sudd  bis  /r$er>  he  would  not  one  inomen^ 
deny  himJGblf  the  plea^re  of  dying  to 
her  ^\>(^e,  and  of  being  the  giad 
ipefilaiger  of  her  deliverance.  Soon, 
therefore!  as  he  imderAiood  the  place  of 
)ier  iietreajL  and  had  obtained  a  proper 
order  to, the  ahbefsi  figned  by  Count 
Trebafi,  he  fet  out  poft  Tor  Vienna,  ftill 
JKCompaoied  by  his  faithful  Hibernian; 
findv  arriving  at  the  convent,  found  the 
^bbefs  jtid  the  whole  houfe  fo  engroilcd 
In  making  preparations  for  the  cercnio- 
Dy  of  giving  tbe  veil  next  day  to  a  young 
woman  who  Wi  fulfilled  the  urm  of 
her  probation,  that  he  could  not  poT* 
iibly  fee  his  fifter  with  tba(  leifure 
Itlid  iatisfa^gn  .vfhich  he  bad  flattened 
liinofelf  with  enjoying  at  tbis  meetiog^ 
luad  therefore  ne  was  fain  to  brijle 
bis  impaticnice  for  two  days,  and  kofp 
|iis  croientiaU  until  the  hurry  flwuhl  he 
pver,  thf^  M^dej^oifeUe  might  h^ve  9P 
intimation  qX  her  aood  fortune^  except 
JFroni  his  own  mouth. 
.  Ill  vBcder  to  ^11  up^  tbis  tedious  inter- 
Tal,  he  vifited  nis  urends  gt  court,  wbp 
were  rejoiced  to  hear  tbe  happy  ilTue  of 
Jus  ex^u r Hon  to  Preib urg.  The  pri  ncc^ 
who  was  his  particular  patron,  deiired 
Jbe  would  make  himfelf  jperfe^Iy  eafy 
with  regard  to  the  death  ot  Cwmt  Tr«- 
hafi,  for.he  would  t^ke  care  to  reprel^ot 
him  in  fucha  light  to  theemprefs  queen, 
as  would  lereenhim  from  any  danfirei-  or 
proiecution  on  that  account.  Hiioigh- 
liefs,  moreover,  appointed  the  following 
day  for  performing  the  prdmife  he  had 
made  of  prefcntitvg  him  to  that  auguil 
princefs  ^  an^,  in  the  mean  time,  prcpor" 
fefTed  her  fo  much  in  his  favour,  that 
when  he  approached  her  preience,  and 
was  announced  b|^  his  noble  ihtrodu^or, 
Ihe  eyed  him  with  a  look  of  peculi;^ 
complacency,  faying,  *  I  am  giod  to  foe 

*  sou  returned  to  my  dominions.  Your 
'  father  was  a  gallant  officer,  who  ierved 

*  our  houfe  with  equal  courage  and  fi- 
<  dalitj  2  and,  as  I  underftand  yoa  tread 


*  in  his  footflttps,  you  may  4epe«i  ppf 

*  on  my  favour  and  ptoteojon/ 

He  was  £»  much  ovcrwlieliocd  virith 
this  gracious  reception,  that,  while  b^ 
bowed  in  iilence^  tns  drops  of  graxitucifp 
trickled  from  his  eyes ;  and  her  Impe- 
rial majefty  was  iowell  pleafed  with  thi§ 
manifelUtion  of  his  heart,  that  (he  im«> 
mediately  gave  diie^ons  for  promoting 
him.  to  the  command  of  a  troop  of  horfe* 
Thus  fortune  imned  willing,  and  indeed 
eager,  to  difcharge  the  debt  ivB  owo) 
him  for  tbe  di&rent  calamixi^s  he  ha4 
undeigone.  And,  as  bf  looked  upontl^ 
generous  Hebfrw  to  be  the  fole  iburoe 
of  his  fuccefs,  he  did  not  fa^  to  v^akf 
him  ac4|ua4nted  with  the  ha^py  ofie&s  of 
i^s  recommendation  and  friepdihip}  an4 
to  exprefs,  in  the  waiiqeft  teni>s,  tho 
deep  lenfe  he  had  of  his  uncomoion  bf - 
ncvolence ;  which,  by  the  bye,  was  itill 
greater  with  regard  to  Rcnaldo,  than  tbc 
reader  ^s  yet  imagines  i  for  be  0ot  only 
furoiibed  bin;  with  money  for  l^$  pie- 
i«nt  occafions,  but  bad  al(o  given  him  as 
unlimited  credit  on  a  bimkcr  in  Vienna^ 
Co  whom  one  of  hiik  letters  was  dire^ied. 

The  ceremony  of  the  nun*s  admiiHoa 
being  f  ow  performed,  and  the  convent 
reftored  to  it's  former  quictj  MeUiil^ 
lulled  thither  on  tlic  wings  of  brotherly 
^fte^^ion,.  a^id  prc£;nted  his  letter  to  the 
nbbefs  I  who,  having  peruied  the  co^ 
t^nts,  by  which  fiie  lfArnc4  that  the  fa- 
mily difquieu  of  CouQi  Trebafi  Af^lfm^i- 
er  fubfUted,  and  that  tb«  hearer  was  thp 
brother  of  Mademoifelle,  ihe  received 
him  with  greatpolitenefs, cpngratuUfcod 
him  on  this  happy  events  and  bfi^^pAg 
he  wou)4.^<^0ff  her  (laying  withtiimia 
the  parlguL*,  on  pi^tsnce  of  buiinefs»with« 
drew,faying,ih<  would  immcdiatelv  Ceiad 
in  a  yourtg  lady  who  would  confoK  him 
for  her  abfence*  In  a  few  minutes  he 
was  joined  by  his  filler}  who,  expeA- 
ing  nothing  lefs  than  to  fee  Renaldo,  ao 
fooner  diUi»)guifl|ed  his  features,  thaii 
(he  ihrieked  4loud  with  furprize,  and 
would  have  funk  upon  the  floor,  h^  not 
he  fupportcd  her  in  his  emUace. 

Such  a  fudden  apparition  of  her  hro** 
chef,  at  any  time,  orio  any  place,  afsar 
their  long  reparation,  would  have  ftropg- 
\y  afleded  this  Icniible  young  lady  j  but 
to  finil  him  fo  a^uptly-in  •  place  wheic 
fte  thought  berfelt  buried  from  the 
knowledge  of  a)l  her  relations,  occafion- 
•d  fuch  oomnHmoBS  ia  her  fpirits  as  had 
well-nigh  endangered  her  reafon  {  for  it 
w^s  oot  till  after  a  coniiderable  paufe 

that 
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tnt  mt  totiiQ  cMk  ftl  hfin  #1ak  tcftMt* 
tkqa  6f  Oolk«tMce.  Htmeveri  M  thoft 
mntpofTi  YffDirafQy  mcy  ciiiei  cu  miv  s 
iti6it(kli(>ehite  aiid  t^2ft>le  eotiv«rfii* 
tkm  I  lii  the  e<raf  flf  6f  iHtidh  he  ^rtdO" 
^If  mfwtned  h«r  of  whaf  hftd  pikfled  «< 
the  c^ftle;  Md  inMt>rtfRbI«  W:i«  the 
p\eaiftxtt  <he  fdt  hri  leoffring  thtt  hef 
ilMfhcrwatrtletfisd  ftbm  oiptitify,  her-* 
iMf  reftdred  td  frtedorti,  stnd  her  hforhef 
m  the  poitdRttttif  his  lawful  inhtfri' 
taoce,  by  the  only  itkctni  to  Which  fht 
fM  *lw^t  prsyecf  thiiie  bleffingt  mijht 
Be  otN^rt^* 

At  (he  had  heeir  treated  wfth  tincom-^ 
ihon  humanity  by  theabbefs,  (he  would 
ifotconlenf  ta  leave  the  convent  until 
be  Ihould  be  ready  to  fct  otit  for  Pref- 
burg  i  fo  that  they  dined  together  with 
that  bood  lady^  and  pafled  the  after- 
aoofl  m  thatnyufaal  cdmmunfca^ioo  with 
Which  a  brother  and  Oder  ttiay  be  fop- 
pofed  to  entertain  themfclvea  on  ftrch  atr 
<9ccanon.  She  ^ave  htm  a  detail  6t'  the 
hifuht  and  mortificatlant  fhe  had  fuf- 
fered  from  the  brtitalhj'  Of  her  father- 
inlaW}  andtofd  him,  that  her  conline- 
Ment  frr  this  moNaffery  Wai  awkig  w 
Trebafi's  havmg  litterce^^it^J  a  letter  to  her 
from  Kenaldo,  figittf)  ing  his  intenrion 
to  return  to  the  empire,  itt  order  to  aflert 
his  own  riglit  and  redreft  her  grievances. 
Then,  turning  fhe  difcmirfe  Upon  the 
incidents  of  his  peregriirations,  (he  in  a 
^rtioifar  manner  enquhed  about  that 
exquifite  beauty  who  hid  been  the  Mno- 
cent  fource  of  all  his  dith'eflesy  and  tipon 
wttofe  perfie6lions  he  had  often,  in  his 
letters  to  his  filier,  expatiated  with  in- 
dfcatioils  of  raptm-e  and  delight. 

This  enquiry  in  a  momeirt  bltfW  npf 
that  fcorching  flame  which  had  been 
well  nigh  rtifUd  by  other  nccefBtry  avo- 
cations. His  eyes  gleamed,  hts  cheeks 
floweif  and  grtw  pale  akernately,  and 
?s  whole  frame  underwent  an  irame-' 
diate  agitation ;  which  being  perceived 
by  MadeiTfoifetle,  ihe  conducted  tha^ 
fome  new  calamity  waS  annexed  fo  th€ 
name  of  Monimin,  and  dreading  to  rt^ 
tip  a  wound  which  (he  faW  was  fo  in- 
^ffe^oaffy  doled,  ihe  for  the  prefettt 
fopprefled  hcrturrofity  and  concern,  and 
hiJuftrioofly  endeavoured  to  Sntrdduc^ 
fome  iefs-af{e6dng  fub}e6l  of  convcr- 
fation.  He  faw  ber  aim,  approved  of 
her  diferetioh,  and  jorftfrtg  her  endea- 
vours, cxpreflTcd  his  Turprirt  «  her  hav- 
ing pmitted  to  fignity  the  lead  rcmtJm-f 
brancc  of  bet'  dd  ftVuuHte  Fathom/ 
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inMihti^im hi m^mkIi   luhiul 

IM  W^lta  uMn^  Mnuiidtf  m  H9f  MHl  f 
n^Mil  WnKh,  HtHM^M,  MtOTMCnHM  Mr^ 
ft#f,   «  Brtfther/  Aid  A«,  <  foM  tBnt 

*  tndtwf&Ht  to  forg^  ihat  wfisitmi  whtf 

*  is  altogefber  wiworfh)^  «f  MkkAhg 

*  the  fmalleft  ihare<»f  fov^i^j^rd/ 
AftorttflMd,  and  ilideed  Mgt^  at  ffaM 

^pveAion,  whkh  he  cipf^fidered  ai  M 
m£!  of  malicious  ntifrepye(VMBti6hf  M 
gM^Iy  cMd  her  for  her  dfedu%  in  M^ 
Kevh^g  Hhi  tmkott  KipeHioit  df  UmH 
perfdn  who  repined  at  the  idpetio^viHtM 
of  t'lthom,  whom  he  aflirmed  ftr  bo  Ml 
honour  to  the  human  f)tecf^t< 

<  l4oti>iTlg  is  more  eaiV,'  replied  the 
jroong  lady,  *  than  i6  tmpoK^  ^pm  I 

pertbn,  who,  being  Mmfetf  Wi«im-* 
ftious  of  gtiile,  fcfpe^  no*  deMf. 
You  have  been  a  dupe^  dear  broth^r^ 
not  to  the  finefl^  of  PafWi,  \m  t«  thtf 
fincerity  of  yottr  oW*  htflrt.  JFof  rfyf 
own  part,  I  aiTume  no  honOnf  to  m/ 
own  penetration  tit  \kitt\tfi  tMffit* 
hemkd  the  villainy  <yf  thai  impolMr^ 
which  was  difcoveretf  in  m^tt  flHM 
one  inHance  by  acddenta  1  MM  iiai 
poffibly  fore^. 

•  Yoi»  mnft  know  6iat  Tereft^  #1M 
attended  frK  from  my  chiltthoAdi  mA 
\tt  whoic  hoftefty  I  repo/M  ftfch  ti^* 
fldenee,  having  diibbligedrotffe6fM 
inferror  lerfams,  was  fo  fr^it9W\f 
wafched  in  a4»  hei' tranfaBioVK,  sttM 
be  at  laft  M^ettA  in  the  vei^  aft  of 
convert  a  pieJWof  pla<e,-  wWch  Wjfi 
a^Hraliy  fotfnd  conceal^  antong  hf# 
cfoafhs. 

<  You  may  gveA  hd#  mnclr  I  ^ 
sftohifli^  When  I  ufmlerftood  fKst??^* 
cnmftanee ;  I  eouM  trot  tmH  (d  fM 
evidenee  of  my  «wtf  fefrleil,  atMlOlof»M 
have  llrll  believed  htt  Ihnoe^nf,  ir^  ^K« 
of  ecvlar  demotffthition>  hAf  itbt  iie^ 
in  fhe  tervors  of  beihg  Iriid  fta*  ft^ 
k>ny,  fpromifed  to  make  a  veff  mM& 
rtal  dflbofrt'y  to  the  eomnds,  j^^ 
vided  fh6  wovld  take  fifch  Aieafutes  U 
'kt^yd  fave  her  life. 

«  Thi»  requeft  being  eompHed  ^rth^ 
iie,  in  iny  bearmg,  openM  iip  rtf«i 
flin  amathig  fcene  9f  miqvify,  b:vft8. 
AefSi  and  ingfttitude,  ^hid)  had  beMk 
a£led  by  her  and  Fathom,  in  ordtf  t4 
defraud  the  famrly  to  i^hieh  fhiSf  ^ere 
fo  mtich  rhdebted,  that  I  eot^d  ittk 
have  bdieved  the  hufhufi  nMntf  tif^ 
hH  of  fuch  ^generaey,  ot  that  yt9i^ 
kn  ^d^NTci  #Mi-foch  ^kiMi  eMI«> 
•  ning 
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•  wSng,9ni  4Ufiaml«iMii»  had  noi  her 

<  Uk  bem  OQngniowt,  coiififtinty  Mnd 

•  dillinAt  and  fruu^^t  with  ciicum* 

•  ftanoM  thit4Qft  bo  room  to  doubt  the 
«  l«ift  article  of  her  confeffioo  1  on  con- 

<  .fideratkm  of  which,  (he  was  pemiit« 
5  tod  to  go  into  Tolant^rY  exile.* 

She  then  txpUined  their  combination 
in  all  the  particulars,  as  we  have  al- 
ivady  recounted  them  in  their  proper 
place;  and  finally  obferved,  that  the 
opinion  (he  had  hence  conceived  of  Fa* 
ihom^s  chsra£ker,  was  confirmed  bj  what 
Ibn  had  finoe  learned  of  his  perfidious 
cMidu(ft  towards  that  very  nun  who  had 
lately  taken  the  veil- 
Perceiving  her  brother  ftmck  dumb 
with  aftoniihment,  and  gaping  with  die 
tnoft  eager  attention,  ihe  proceeded  to 
rdate  the  incidents  of  his  double  in* 
trigue  with  the  jeweller^s  wife  and 
daughter,  as  they  were  communicated 
to  her  by  the  nun,  who  was  no  other 
than  the  individual  Wilhelmina.  After 
tboie  rivals  had  been  forfaken  by  their 
l^lant,  their  mutual  animofities  and 
chugria  ierved  to  whet  the  attention  and 
inventioR  of  each  j  fo  that  in  a  little 
time  the  whole  myfiery  .ftood  difcIoCbd 
to  both*  -The  mother  had  difcovered 
the  daughter's  correfpondence  with  Fa« 
thorn,  as  we  have  formerly  obfcrved, 
by  means  of  that  unfortunate  letter 
which  he  unwittiuglv  commirted  to  the 
cham  of  th^  old  beldame  i  and  as  foon 
as  £e  underftood  he  was  without  the 
reach  of  all  fi>licitation  or  profecution, 
imparted  this  billet  to  her  hoiband, 
whoft  fury  was  fo  ungovernable,  that 
he  had  aimoft  facrificed  Wilhelmina 
with  his  own  hands,  efpecially  when, 
terrified  by  his  threats  and  imorecations, 
Ihe  owned  that  ihe  had  beftowed  the 
chain  on  this  perfidious  lover.  How- 
ever,  his  dreadtul  purpofe  was  prevent-* 
cd|  partly  by  the  interpofition  of  his 
wife,  wboTc  aim  was  not  the  death  but 
immurement  of  his  daughter,  and  part* 
}y  by  the  tears  and  fupplication  of  the 
youne  gentlewoman  herfelf,  who  pro* 
lifted  that,  although  the  ceremony. of 
the  church  had  not  been  performed,  ihe 
mras  contnded  to  Fathom  by  the  mott 
folemn.yows,  to  witnefs  which  he  in» 
yoked  all  the  faints  in  Heaven, 
.  The  jeweller,  upon  <^er  confidera* 
tion,  was  unwilling  to  lofe  the  leaft 
fpark  of  hope  that  glittered  amonff  the 
jruias  of  his  defpair,  and  refitted  all  the 
im^rtunities  of  his  wife,  who  prefled 


him  to  coafUlt  the  welfaia  of  hia  dangh^ 
ter's  foul,,  in  the  fond  czpedatipn  of; 
finding  (bme  expedient  to  lure  6ack  the 
chain  and  it's  jpofiefibr.  In  the  mean 
time,  Wilhelmina  was  daily  and  hourly, 
expofed  to  the  mortifying  ammadverfiona 
of  her  mamma)  who,  with  all  the  in- 
folence  of  virtue,  incdlantlv  upbraided 
her  with  the  backflidings  ot  her  vicious 
life,  and  exhorted  her  to  reformaiioa 
and  repentance.  This  continual  tri- 
umph lafted  for  many  months,  till  at 
length  a  quarrel  happened  between  the 
mother  and  the  gomp,  at  whoie  hoofe 
Ihe  ufed  to  give  the  rendexvous  to  her 
admirers,  that  incenfed  confidante,  in 
the  precipitation  of  her  anger,  promul- 
gated the  hiftory  ot  thofe  fecret  meetings, 
and,  among  the  reft,  her  interviewa 
with  Fathom  were  brought  to  light. 

The  firft  people  who  hear  news  of 
this  (brt,  are  generally  thole  to  whom! 
they  are  moft  unvrelcome.  The  Ger- 
man was  foon  apprized  of  his  wife** 
frailty,  and  con£dered  the  two  feroaics 
of  his  houfeas  a  couple  of  devils  incar- 
nate, fcnt  from  hell  to  exercife  his  pa- 
tience I  yet,  in  the  midft  of  his  difplea* 
fure,  he  found  matter  uf  confolation  in 
being  fumiflied  with  a  fufiicient  reaibn 
for  parting  with  his  help-roite,  who  liad 
for  many  years  kept  his  family  in  dif- 
quiet.  He  therefore,  without  hazard* 
ing  aperfonal  conference,  fcnt  propo- 
fals  to  her  by  a  friend,  which  (he  did 
not  think  proper  to  reje£l:  and  feeing 
liirafelf  redored  to  the  dominion  of  his 
own  houfe,  exerted  his  fway  fo  tyran* 
nically,  that  Wilhelmina  became  weary 
of  her  life,  and  had  recourfe  to  the  com- 
forts of  religion,  of  which  ihe  loon  be-' 
came  enamoured,  and  begged  her  fa* 
therms  permiffion  to  dedicate  the  reft  of 
her  life  to  the  duties  of  devotion.  She 
was  accordingly  received  in  this  con- 
vent ^  ther^ulationsof  which  were£> 
much  to  her  likin|^  that  fiie  performed 
the  ta(k  of  probation*  with  pleafure,  and 
voluntarily  excluded  heriidf  from  the 
vanities  of  this  life.  It  was  here  (he 
had  contracted  an  acquaintance  with 
Mademoiielle  De  Melville,  to  whom 
Ihe  communicated  her  complaints  of  Fa- 
thom, on  the  fuppofition  that  he  was 
related  to  the  count,  as  he  himielf  had 
often  declared. 

While  the  young  lady  rehearicd  the 
particulars  of  this  detail,  Renaldo  fuf- 
tained  a  fti-ange  viciffitude  of  different 
paifioas,    Surpriae«  fonowj  fcar>  hope, 

and 
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i6d  in^gh^oti,  T>iM  t  flitflf  ftntiiu- 
l»mv  cfinffrf^  \A  hh  hafbrtt^  Monimia 
nrihdf  tiwm  fttt  imamiatioii  in  the  chai- 
rtflef  of  ftnocetice  betriyH  by  the  in- 
flmiarfons  of  trcachtry.  )U  with  hor- 
ror viewed  her  at  the  mcrcycjf  a  villain^ 
who  had  broken  ail  the  ties  of  jririfodtf 
Md  hoDQur. 

•  Affngjrted  at  t!ie  pro/pe^  he  (Ta«ed 
from  his  f^,  exctaimTUg  in  the  uficon- 
nefled  ftrain  oif  dilfra^un  anddeip^ir: 
^  Rave  Ithen  nonriAeda  rergetit  in  my 
^ »  bofbm  f  J&av«  1  fiften^d  tathcf  \6ict 
"  *  of  a  rraftor  who  hath  murdered  my 
^  peace  f  who  hath  tore  my  heart-  frringji 
'  afunder;  and  perhaps  ruined  the  pat- 

*  tern  of  srtl  earrhJy  perfcflion  !  Ttcan- 

*  not  be.    Ffcaveri  wouUf  not  fnffcr  fuch 

*  infer nat  artifice  to  t»kc  effe<?l.    The 

*  thunrdcr  woiiM  be  levelled  aga?nft  thtf 

*  Head  of  the  afccurfedprojeftor.* 
From  t)iis  traniport,  compared  with 

his  agitation  when  fhe  mentioned  Mo- 
nforia,  his  fiftfr  judged  that  Fathoru  had 
been  the  oi^cafion  of  a  breach  between 
tfie  two  lovers:  and  this  conjc^ure 
beingf  confirmed  by  fhe  disjointed  an- 
Iwers  he  made  io  her  interrogations 
upon  the  affair,  fte  endeavoured  to  calm 
his  apprehenfions,  by  reprefenting  that 
he  v^oofd  foon  have  an  opportunity  of 
retnrnrng  to  Engfand,  where  the  roif- 
underlbnding  might  be  eafily  cleared 
up  ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  he  had 
nothing  to  fear  on  account  of  the  perfon 
of  hs  mifttcfs,  in  a  country  where  in- 
dividual's were  fo  well  protefled  by  the 
Jaw5  and  conftiruiion  of  the  realm.  At 
length  he  fiiffireJ  himfeff  to  be  ftjtfered' 
wiA  the  fond  hope  of  fetiiirr  Mommia^'s 
character  tiiumph  in  t3^e  inquiry ;  of 
retrieving  that  loft  jewot,  and  of  re. 
newing  rhat  ravifhing  intercourfe  and 
ekafted  expeftation  which  bad  been  fo 
ctnelly  cut  olf.  He  now  wifhed  to  find 
Fathom  as  black  as  he  had  been  exhi- 
bited, that  Monimia*s  apol^acy  might 
be  numbered  among  the  mirreprefeou- 
tlons  of  his  treachery  and  fraud. 

Wis  love,  v*hich  was  alike  generous, 
and  ardent,  efpoufed  the  caule,  and  he, 
no  longer  doubted  her  conftaacy  and, 
virtiic  5  but  when  he  rcffe^ted  how  Ker 
lendrr  heart  mu  ft*  have  been  wiung  with^ 
anguilh  at  his  unkiodnefs  and  ci-uelty, 
in  kavlng  her  deltit^te'  in  a  foreign 
land  I  hnv^  her  ieniibLllty  mult  have 
been  torrured'ia  finding  hei-felf  aftoge,- 
d\er  dependant  upon  a  ruf&m,  who  cer- 
tainly hatbotiFC'd  tiitf  moft:  baltfutdc^ 


fi^s  upon  ber  honour  i  f^ow  her  lif^ 
aiuft  be  endangered  both  by  his  bar!a- 
rity  and  he'r  own  dbMpair*.  I  fay,  when 
he  reffefted  on  theli  circumftances,  he 
fhuidered  with  horror  and  difm^y }  and 
that  very  night  difpatcbsd  a  l«tter  to 
his  friend  the  Jew,  intreating  him,  in 
the  moft  preffing  manner,  to  employ 
all  his  intelligence  ia  learning  the  fitu- 
acion  of  the  fair  orphan,  that  (he  might 
be  pro!  cfted  from  the  villainy  of  Faxhomf  ^ 
ontd  his  rtturn  to  England.  , 


c  tt  A  P.  xnr. 

fTE  REeOMPENSES  tffS  ATTilCHv 
MENT  OF  HIS  PftlBNDs  AKD  RE« 
CEIVRS  A  LETTER  THAT  I^Ef 
DUCES  HIM  TO  TUB  VERG^  09 
DEATH  JLHD    DISTRACTION*. 

THIS  ffep  bemg  taken,  his'niiD4 
in  fome  mealure  setrievad  it*| 
fbrmer  trancjuillity  ;  he  fbothed'  hiinfelf 
with  the  profpef!  of  an  happy  recon* 
ciliation  with  the  divine  MoBimia,  and 
his  fancy  was  decoyed  from  every  dif? 
agreeable  prefage  by  the  entertaining 
converfatlon  of  his  fiftcr,  with  whoift 
in  (wo  days  he  (kt  oat  for  Prefburg,  at^ 
tended  by  his  friend  the  major,  wh^ 
had  newer  qviitted  him  fince  their  meet* 
iig  at  Bniilels.  Here  they  found  Count 
Ticbaii  entirely  rid  of  the  fever  whicli 
had  been  occafioned  by  his  wound,  and 
in  a  fair  way  of  doing  well  i  a  cir&um« 
ftance  that  afforded  unfpe^kuble  plea* 
fare  to  MeWille,  whole  aiannvr  of 
thinking  was  luch  as  would  have  mad^ 
him  unhappy,  could  he  have  chargic4 
himfelf  with  the  dsath  of  his  nMther^f 
hufbandj,  bowToever  oriminal  he  nsighl 
have  been. 

The  countV  ferocity  diJ  not  returi% 
vmh  his  health  ^  his  eyes  weie  open^ 
by  the  danger  be  had  incurred,  and  bit 
fentiments  turned  in  a  new  chafvn«(  ^  h# 
heartily  aiked  pardon  of  Madem^i^iellf 
for  the  rigorous  ufagc  (be  had  ru0t:K4 
from  the  violence  of  his  temper^  thank •% 
eii  Rcnaldo  for  the  ieafonabje  leiTon  b^ 
had  adminifiered  to  him  ^  and  not  oifl^l 
iniiftt^d  upon  bein^  removed  from  ih% 
cattle  to  an  boufe  of  his  own  inPccIbuig^ 
but  protfered  ton^ake  immediate  reditu •^ 
tion  oC  aU  the  roKits  which  \\t  h^X  va- 
^^  converted  to  his  own  vf«. 

liisfe  thmgs  being  Aittied'in  th«  mo^ 

amicable  manner,  to  the  entire  CxLt- 

A  a  '  failioA 
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^i£lioa  of  tilt  putie«  cvncerned,  tt  well 
at  pf  the  neiffiibouring  noblefle,  imoog 
whom  the  boufe  of  MeWille  wat  in 
iMUTerfid  cfteem,  Reoaldo  refblwd  to 
iblicit  ]eave  at  the  Imperial  court  to  re- 
turn to  England »  in  order  to  inveftigate 
thai  affiur  of  Monimia»  which  wat-nsoit 
iaterefting  than  all  the  points  he  had 
hitherto  adjufted  $  but»  before  he  ouit- 
Ud  Freiburg,  hit  friend  Fariel  taking 
him  afide  one  day*  *  Count/  iaid  be, 
will  you  giYe  me  leave  to  aik,  if,  by 
my  ical  and  attachment  for  you,  I 
have  had  the  good  foetune  to  acquire 
your  eftcem?*— *  To  doubt  that  cf- 
leem,*  replied  Renaldo,   <  were  to 
IttipeA  my  gratitude  and  honour,  of 
whKh  I  muft  be  utterly  deftitute  be- 
fore I  lole  the  fcnfe  of  thoic  obligationt 
I  owe  to  your  gallantry  and  friend- 
ship }  obligations  which  I  long  for  a 
proper  occafion  to  repay.* 
'  Wellt  then,"  refumed  the  major, 
I  will  deal  with  you  like  a  downright 
Swifs,  and  point  out  a  method  by 
which  you  may  ihiftthe  load  of  obli- 
gation from  your  own  (boulders  to 
mine.    You  know  my  birth,  rank, 
and  expe6btions  in  the  ferrice }  but 
perhaps  vou  do  not  know,  that  as  my 
expence  has  always  unavoidably  ex- 
ceeded my  income,  I  find  myftlf  a 
little  out  at  elbows  in  my  curcom- 
ftances,  and  want  to  piece  them  up 
by  matrimony.    Of  thoie  ladies  witn 
whom  I  think  I  have  any  chance  of 
fttcceeding,  MademoifeUe  De  Mel- 
ville (eems  the  beft  qualified  to  ren* 
der  m'y  fituation  happy  in  all  re- 
ifjpefts.   Her  fortune  is  more  than  fuf- 
ncient  to  diiembarrals  my  affairs  s 
her  good  icnfe  will  be  a  feafonable 
check  upon  my  vivacity;  her  agree- 
able accomplimments  will  engage  a 
continuation  of  aiiedion  and  regard  i 
I  know  my  own  difpofidon  well  enough 
to  diink  Ilhall  become  a  moft  dutiful 
and  tra^ble  hufband  j  and  ihall  deem 
myfelf  highly  honoured  in  being  more 
clofely  united  to  my  dear  Count  De 
Melville,  the  ibn  and  reprefentative 
of  that  worthy  officer  under  whom  my 
youth  was  formed  j  if  you 'will  there- 
fore fanAion  my  claim,  I  will  forth- 
with begin  my  approaches,  and  doubt 
not,  und^r  your  aufpices,  to  bring 
the  place  to  a  capitulation.* 
'  Renaldo  was  pleafed  with  the  frank- 
nefs  of  this  declaration,  approved  6f^ 
his  demand,  and  defired  him  to  depend 


upon  hit  good  oScm  with  hi*  filer« 
whom  he  founded  that  fame  evemng 
upon  the  fiibjef^   recommending  tho 


major  to  her  favour,  as  a  gentlcmaii 
well  worthy  of  her  choice.  Mademoi- 
selle, who  had  never  been  exercifed  in 
the  coquetries  of  her  fex,  and  was  now 
arrived  at  thole  years,  when  the  vanity 
of  youth  i>i^t  to  yield  to  difcretiont 
confidered  the  propofal  asa  philoibpber| 
and,  after  due  deliberation,  candidly 
owned  flie  had  no  obje^on  to  the 
match.  Farrel  was  accordhigly  intro- 
duced  in  the  charader  of  a  lover,  after 
the  permilfion  of  the  counteis  had  beea 
obtained}  and  he  carried  on  his  ad« 
drefTes  in  the  ufual  form,  fo  much  to 
the  fatisfaflion  of  all  concerned  in  the 
event,  that  a  day  was  appointed  for  the 
celebration  of  his  nuptials,  when  he 
entered  into  peaceable  poflfisffion  of  his 
prise. 

A  few  days  afbr  this  joyful  occafion, 
while  Renaldo  was  at  Vienna,  where  he 
had  been  indulged  with  leave  of  ab* 
fence  for  fix  months,  and  employed  in 
making  preparations  for  his  journey  to 
Britain,  he  was  one  evening  prefented 
by  his  fervant  with  a  packet  from  Lon- 
don, which  he  no  fooneropened,  than  he 
found  indofed  a  letter  dire£bd  to  him, 
in  the  hand -writing  of  Monimia.  He 
was  fo  much  affe^ed  at  fight  of  thole 
well-known  chara6lers,  that  he  flood 
motion  lefs  as  a  ftatue,  eager  to  know 
the  contents,  yet  afraid  to  penife  the 
billet.  While  he  hefitated  in  this  fuf- 
penfe,  he  chanced  to  caft  his  eye  on  the 
10 fide  of  the  cover,  and  peiciive^  the 
name  of  his  Jewilh  friend  at  the  bot- 
tom of  a  few  lines,  importing,  that  the 
incloied  was  delivered  to  him  oy  a  phy- 
fician  of  his  acquaintance,  who  had  rc« 
commended  it  in  a  particular  manner  to 
his  care.  This  intimation  ferved  only 
to  increafe  the  myftery,  and  whet  his 
impatience )  and  as  he  had  the  explana- 
tion in  his  hand,  he  fummoned  all  his 
refolution  to  his  aid,  and  breaking  the 
feal,  began  to  read  thefe  words :  *  Re- 

*  naldo  will  not  fuppo&,  that  this  ad- 
'  di  efs  proceeds  from  interefted  motives, 

*  when  he  learns,  that,  before  it  can  be 

*  prefented  to  his  view,  the  unfortunate 

*  Monimia  will  be  no  more.* 

Here  the  light  forfook  Renaldo^s^yes, 
his  knees  knocked  tcwether,  and  b^i^l 
at  full  length  infenfible  on  the  floor. 
His  Valet  hearing  the  nolle,  ran  into  the 
apartment,  lifted  him  upon  t  couch. 
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and  <!ilpatched  a  mcflencer  for  proper 
tffiftance,  while  he  himidf  endeavoured 
to  recal  his  fpiritt  by  fuch  applications 
as  chance  afforded  |  but  before  the  count 
exhibited  any  fi^ns  of  life,  his  brothei- 
in-law  entered  his  chamber  by  accident } 
and»  as  foon  as  he  recoUe^ed  himielf 
from  the  extreme  confuiioii  and  concern 
produced  bv  this  melancholy  fpe^lacle^ 
be  perceived  the  fatal  epiftle  which  Mel- 
TiUe,  though  infenfible,  ftill  kept  with- 
in his  grafp  j  juftly  rurpe6ling  this  to  be 
the  caufe  of  that  fevere  paroxifm,  he 
drew  near  the  couch,  and  with  difficul- 
ty read  what  is  above  rehearfed,  and 
the  fequel  to  this  effeft. 

•  Yes»  I  have  taken  fuch  meafuret 
«  as  will  prevent  it  from  falling  into 
'  vour  hands,  until  after  I  flialT  have 
«'  been  relcafed  from  a  being  imbittered 

*  with  ipexprelSble  mifery  and  anffuifli. 

<  It  is  not  my  intention,  once  loved, 
«  and  ah  *  ftill  too  fondly  remembered 

*  youth,  to  upbraid  you  as  the  fource 
«  of  that  unceafing  woe,  which  hath 
«  been  fo  long  the  file  inhabitant  of  my 
«  lonely  bofom.  I  will  not  call  you  in- 
'  conftant  or  unkind.    I  dare  not  think 

<  you  bafe  or  difhonourablei  vet  I  was 
«  abruptly  facrificed  to  a  triumphant 
«  rival,  before  I  had  learned  to  bear 

*  fuch  mortification ;  before  I  had  over* 

*  come  the  pi^ejudices  which  I  had  im- 

*  bibed  in  my  father*s  houfe.     I  was  aU 

*  at  once  abandoned  to  defpair.  to  in- 

*  digence  and  diOrefs,  to  the  vile  pnic« 

*  tices  of  a  villain,  who,  I  fear,  hath 

*  betrayed  us  both.     What  have  not  I 

*  fttffered  from  the  infults  and  vicious 

*  defi^ns  of  that  wretch,  whom  you 
«  chertflied  in  your  bofom  I  yet  to  thcfe 

<  I  owe  this  near  approach  to  that  goal 

*  of  peace,  where  the  canker-worm  of 
«  fbrrow  will  expire.    Beware  of  that 

*  artful  traitor ;  and,  oh !  endeavour  to 

*  overcome  that  levity  of  difpofition, 

*  which,   if  indulged,   will  not  only 

*  ftain  your  reputation,  but  alfo  debauch 

*  the  good  qualities  of  your  heart.     I 

*  releaie  vou,  in  the  fight  of  Heaven, 

*  from  all  obligations :  if  I  have  been 

*  injured,  let  not  my  virrongs  be  vifited 

*  on  the  head  of  Kenaldo,  for  whom 

*  (hall  be  offered  up  the  laft  fervent 

<  prayers  of  haplefs  Monimia/ 

This  letter  was  a  due  to  the  laby- 
rinth of  Me! ville^s  diftrefs :  though  the 
major  had  never  heard  t^im  mention  the 
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name  of  this  beauty,  ht  had  iteeived 
fuch  hints  from  his  own  wife,  at  ena- 
bled him  to  comprehend  the  whole  of 
the  count^s  difafler.  By  the  admtni- 
ftration  of  ftimulating  medicines,  Rf« 
nalda  recovered  his  perception  |  but  thie 
was  a  cruel  alternative,  coniidcring  the 
fituation  of  his  thoughts.  The  firft 
word  he  pronounced  was  Monimia,  with 
all  the  emphafis  of  the  mod  violent  de- 
spair I  he  perufed  the  letter,  and  poured 
forth  incoherent  execrations  againft  Fa- 
thom and  himfelf.  He  exclaimed  in  a 
frantick  tone,  <  She  is  loft  for  evert 
<  murdered  by  my  mikindnefs !  we  are 

*  both  undone  by  the  infernal  arts  of 

*  Fathom!  Execrable monfter !  reftore 

*  her  to  my  arms.     If  thou  art  not  a 

*  fiend  in  reality,  I  will  tear  out  thy 
«  falfe  heart!* 

So  faying,  he  fprung  upon  his  valet} 
who  wouldhave fallen  a  lacrifice to  his 
undiftinguifliing  fury,  hac)  not  he  been 
faved  by  the  interpofition  of  Faitel  and 
the  family,  who  difengaged  him  front 
his  mafter's  gripe  by  dint  of  force  | 
yet,  notwith funding  their  joint  endea- 
vours, he  broke  from  this  reftraint,  leap- 
ed upon  the  floor,  and  feizing  his  fword, 
attempted  to  plunge  it  in  hfs  own  bread* 
When  he  was  once  more  overcome  bv 
numbers,  he  curfed  himielf,  and  all 
thofc  who  witheld  him ;  fwore  he  would 
not  furvive  the  fair  vi^m  who  had  pe- 
rifhed  by  his  credulity  and  indifcretion  ; 
and  the  agitation  of  nis  fpirits  increafed 
to  fuch  a  degree,  thlit  he  was  (eized  with 
ftrong  convulfions,  which  nature  was 
icarce  able  to  fuftain;  eveiy  medical 
expedient  was  uied  to  quiet  this  pertur- 
bation, which  at  length  yielded  Co  far 
as  to  fubfide  into  a  continual  fever  and 
confirmed  delirium,  during  which  he 
ceafed  not  to  pour  forth  the  moft  pathe- 
tick  complaints  touching  his  ruined  love, 
and  to  rave  about  thie  ill-ftarred  Moni* 
mla.  The  major,  half  diffracted  by 
the  calamity  of  his  friend,  would  have 
concealed  it  from  the  knowledge  of  his 
family,  had  not  the  phyiician,  by  de- 
fpairing  of  his  life,  laid  him  under  the 
neceflity  of  making  them  acquainted 
with  his  condition. 

The  counters  and  Mrs.  Farreliwcre 
no  fooner  informed  of  his  cafe,  than' 
they  haftcd  to  the  melancholy  fcene^ 
where  they  found  Renaldo  deprived  of 
his  (enfes,  pantine;  under  the  rage  of 
an  exafperated  diloafe.  They  faw  hit 
facediftorted,  and  his  cyei  glaring  with' 
Aai  freniyi 
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frenzy  |  tke^  heard  him  wivokf  the  name 
of  Moiiioua^  with  a  UndfrptCs  of  ac^ 
ccnr«  vAikh  ^vcn  the  impuJre  of  xnadneTs 
could  tu>t  deilroy .  Tht&,  v^itk  a  i ud den 
UaaficioQ  of  tone  and  gefture^  he  de» 
Bounced  yeni^ance  agaiail  her  betrayer, 
and  calicd  upon  the  north  wind  to  cool 
llhe  fiuvcmv  of  hi«  brain.  His. hair  hung 
V»di(\iL\tAkL\  parusU,  his  cheeks  were 
Y^an,  his  lx>oks  f^li&itiy,  Kis.  vigour  was 
$^d,  aiJii  oJi'sh^  glory  of  his  youth  faded } 
the  phyfician  hung  hi«  head  in  iHcuce, 
the  attendants  wrung  thelf  hands  in 
de^'r,  and  tbe  equnteaance  of  hit 
friend  was  bathed  in  tears. 

Such  a  pi&urc  would  have  moved  the 
noil  obdurate  heart :  what  impi^flton 
t}ien  muft  it  have  made  upon  a  p^ent 
aud  Utter,  melting  with  all  tnc  eathu^ 
fiafm  of  affe^lion  I  The  nopther  was 
firuck  dtimby  and  ftupified  with  grief; 
^e  il:fter  threw  beriHc  on  the  bed  iA  a 

Sanfport  of  forrow,  caught  her  loved 
enaldo  in  her  arms»  and  was  with 
treat  difficulty  tore  from  his  embrace, 
uch  was  the  diliual  reverie  that  over- 
took tbe  late  fo  happy  family  of  Mel- 
ville i  fuch  was  the  extrensity  to  which 
the  ti^achery  of  Fathom  inaid  reduced 
his  beft  benefa^orl 

Three  days  did  nature  ftruggle  with 
furpriziag  effans,  and  then  the  con- 
iitution  feemed  to.iink  under  the  viflo- 
iriousfeverj  yet,  as  his  (hcngth  dusi- 
aiihed,  his  delirium  abated^  an^  on 
the  fifih  morning  he  looked  round,  and 
racognifed his weej^ing friends.  Thov^h 
DOW  exhaulled  to  the  loweft  ebb  of 
life,  he  retained  the  perfie^  ufe  of  fpeech,  . 
and  his  iiafon  being  quite  unclouded, 
(poke  to  each  with  equal  kindnefs  and 
Gompofurej  he  congiatulated  hiinielf 
upon  the  fight  of  fliore,  after  the  hor- 
rora  of  fuch  a  tempetl  ^  called  upon  the 
counteU  and  his  &&et,  who  were  not 
permitted  to  fee  him  at  fuch  a  conjunc- 
turn^  and  bi^ng  apprised  by  the  ma- 
jor of  his  reafon  for  excluding  them 
from  his  prefence,  he  applauded  his 
cpncern,  bequeathed  them  to  his  future 
care,  aivd  took  leave  of  that  go^tleman 
with  a  cordi<il  embrace.  Then  he  de- 
fired  to  be  left  in  private  with  a  cer- 
tain clergyman,  whp  regulated  the  con- 
cerns of  4iis  foal}  and  he  bfing  dif- 
tniiled,  torned  his  face  from  the  light,. 
m  e9(pe6fcatioB  of  bis  final  *  discharge : 
ill  a  few  nunmes  all  was  ftill  ahd  dreary  | 
he  was  no  lat^r  heard  tp  breathe^  no 
mpwtbe  (baam^f  life  w«s  pcrcfivi^  ty 


circulate  i  he  wae  fbpfaied  to  lie  ab*> 
folved  from  all  his  cares,  and  an  imi« 
rerfal  gi  oan  from  the  bv-ilandcra  'an- 
jiQuoced  the  deceale  af  the  gallant,  gs- 
nerous,  and  tender-hearted  Kenaldo. 
*  Conic  hither  ye  whom  the  pndr  of 

*  youtli  and  health,  of  birth  ajnid  aflu* 

*  ence  inflamess  who  tiead  the  Aowerf 
'  tnifxe  of  pjeanure,  u-uding  to  the  frui«- 

*  tion  of  ever-cirding  leys :  ye  wk* 
'  glory  in  your  icoompIiauDencs,  who 
'  mdulge  the  views  oc  ambition,  ami 
'  lay  fi:bf  mes  for  future,  bappinefs  an4 
'  l^randeur ;  contemplate  here  the  vani* 
^  ty  of  life  I  behold  how  low  this  cxceU 
'  lent  young  man  is  laid !  mowed  dovra 

*  even  in  theblolTom  of  his  youth,  when 

*  fortune  Icemed  to  open  all  borina- 

*  Aires  to  his  worth!* 

Sudi  wece  the  reie£lions  of  the  ge» 
nerous  Farrelj  who,  wdiile  he  per* 
formed  the  lad  office  of  friendihtp,  ia 
doflnf  the  eyes  of  the  much -lamented 
Melville,  perceived  a  warmth  oa  the 
ikin,  whicn  the  hand  of  death  (eldora 
leaves  unextinguiHicd :  this  uacomvoa 
fenfation  he  reported  to  tt\e  pbyGcias } 
who,  though  he  coukl  feel  Bopulfatioa 
in  theheartor  arteiics,  coiu<:£lured  that 
life  fliU  lingered  in  fome  or  it*s  imerior 
haunts,  and  immediately  ordered  iiich 
applications  to  tlie  extremities  and  iurv 
face  of  the  body,  as  might  help  tocon* 
ceutmte  aad  reinforce  the  natural  heat. 

By  tkefe  pie fcript ions,  which,  for 
fome  tin^,  produced  no  fenfible  effc&p 
the  embers  were,  in  all  probability, 
kept  glowing,  and  the  vitid  power  re- 
vived i  for,  aJFtcr  a  confiderable  paufe, 
refpiration  was  gradually  venevml  at 
long  iut^vals,  a  languid  motion  was 
perceived  a;t  the  heart,  a  few  feeble  and 
uTegular  pulfations  were  felt  at  tbe  wrift; 
the  clay- coloured  livery  of  death  besan 
to  vaaiih  from  his  face  j  the  circulaQon 
acquired  new  force,  and  he  opened  his 
eyes  with  a  figh,  which  proclaimed  his 
return  from  the  fliadesof  death. 

When  he  recovered  tbe  faculty  of 
Swallowing,  a  cordial  was  admin ifiered  | 
and  whether  the  fever  abated,  in  canie« 
quence  of  the  blood's  being  cooled  aad 
condenfed  during  the  recefs  of  adion  in 
(he  folids,  or  natiu«  in  that  agooy  had 
prepai^d  a  proper  chamoel  for  the  ezpol- 
lion  of  the  diteafei  certain  it  is,  he  was 
from  this  moment  rid  of  all  thxiily  painj 
be  retrieved  the  animal  funAions,  and 
nothing  remained  of  hts  malady  but  aa 
epicregw  weat^nefi  a|M) hrngvar.  tbeef- 
.    .    •  f  ea 
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4^  ^  Mtwis't  Wag  iatigiied  ia  the 

bank  Ac  h«d  woo. 

r  UB«/ltcrtl>W  wat  the  )oy  that  took 
fififeflioa'of  i««  mother  and  Titter,  when 
^4flvel  Afwi«t*  their  spertoient,  to  io- 
^■dftie  thie  bi^y  turn.  Scarce  could 
.ih^  he  xeftrAHied  from  p<^uri«g  foith 
liNiif  tnwIfMrUHi  the  pte^nce  of  J^- 
^ifiicio,  who  wM  iiill  too  feeble  to  en- 
core fttch  comiBuntcaMfn.i  indeed,  he 
nut  cKSnaneiy  a>ortMfiied  Mid  deje^ed  ac 
Him  e>ve«t,  which  hfd . -ditfaiird  fach 
fMare  4«d  faiiafiiaipa  among  hie 
Iriendf ;  lor,  though  hisditt^nwcr  waa 
xnaftered.the  fatal  caufe  of  it  Aili  rank- 
M  at  hie  bearc,  aim)  Ik  coniidei^  thie 
fmffMt  from4e«jih  H  afroiraaioa  oi  hie 

.  When  be  -was  c^ngmtqUted  by  the 
■Pijor  on  the  triiimpli  of  hie  coniiiiu- 
liofi«  he  fep)t«d»  vyith  a  groan,   *  I 

*  woaU  to  Bkatea  it  had  been  other- 
'  wife  $  for  I  a«i  rfferved  for  all  thie 

*  hononi  of  the  noft  |»oignant  ibrrowr 

*  aad  remorie.--«-0  Menimia!  Mooi- 

<  mial  I  hoped,  by  thif  iwae,  to  have 
f  cunvinted  thy  gentle  (liede,  that  I  W4a 

*  U  kaft  inienriwMiily  i^iwcent  of  that 
^  rulhleft'haibenty  which  hath  brought 
^  nhee  la  an  imtt9t«iY  f^nave.  lieavea 
<-  atid  eaith  (  do  J,  ii(l  fsH* v{ve  tlw  coo* 
f  faoufaefaof  thfltdirecataOrophelaud 

<  lives  the  atrocioui  vil|gia  who  hath 

*  hhiikedaUMrhppeer, 

-  With  thefe  laft  wtoida,  <he  fire  darted 
iroai  his  eyes,  and  his  brother,  (batch • 
lag  thia  occ^ianal  handle  for  reconcil- 
ing hsni  to  lile,  joined  in  his  exclama- 
IMonaagainft  the  tmacheroiis  Fathoms 
atnd  ohferyed,  that  he  diouid  tiot,  ia 
^nt  of  honottff  will  to  die,  until  he 
4b#«id  have  facrificed  that  traitor  to  the 
manes  of  the  beauteous  Moniiaia.  This 
incitefaent  aAed  as  e  fpvr  u|ion  exhault- 
v^  nature,  caufing  the  blood  to  circu- 
late with  freOi  vigour,  and  encoai  ag- 
ing hinn  to  tafceliichrudenttnoe  as  would 
reorittt  his  ftroagth,  aad  t%fi\x  ttie  da- 
mage which  his  health  had  luiUrned. 
.  His  fifter  afliduoufly  attended  him  in 
hie  recovery,  flattcriag  las  appetite,  and 
aoauiiog  his  ibrrow  at  the  iame  time; 
the  eiergymaa  aflaiiad  his  defposideace 
with  rel^iotts  weajpana,  aa  well  as  with 
argumenu  drawn  froai  phsiolbpbys  aad 
the  fttry  of  hie  paiTioBa  beif)g  already 
cxpeaded,  ha  beeame  fo  tia^hk  as  to 
bftna  ia  his  reaMoftraneesf  hut,  not* 
withtaadhig  the  joint  cndeavoure  of  aH 
hiefneoda^  a  daep-&<ed  melaodwl^  te* 


nuined,  after  every  eoaieqoaicc  af  hia 
dilrare  had  vaniiheJ  \  la  vaia  they  c£- 
/ayed  to  elade  his  grief  by  gaiety  aad 
diverfions;  in  vain  they  tried  to  dccey 
his  heart  into  ibme  aew  engageaaeata 

Thele  kind  atteatpu  iervedoniy  to 
feed  and  nonriih  that  aitbiuholy  which 
pined  with  in  his  bofoio*  Moaioua  ftiJl 
Juanted  biro  ia  the  oudft  of  thele  a* 
xnufeinents,  while  bis  rcflo^ian  whifpV'^ 
ed  to  hio),  '  Pleasures  like  theft  I  au^ 
'  have  relifttfd  with  hm  Mitic^ti«m* 
That  darling  idea  roiagled  ia  aU  the  la^ 
male  afrembTies  at  which  he  was  pialatt^ 
eciipiing  their  attradioMy  ^nd  inhaacii^ 
the  bitterael^i  of  his  lois^  £or  abfe«o% 
eathuiiarjn,  and  even  his  defpair,  \mA 
heightened  the  charms  of  the  fair  or- 
pbaa  into  iofnethiag  /unnatural  amd 
divine. 

Time,  that  fOBa,nsnnly  weaMns  cha 
traces  oi  remcmbiaace,  ieeoMed  toi 


it's  impreflions  ia  hb  breaft  i  nightly^ 
in  his  dieams,  did  he  cooverie  sviih  hit 
dear  Monimia  \  Ibmetimes  eo  the  v«r» 
daat  baok  of  a  delightful  ftrcam»  wheit 
he  bivathed,  ia  Ibft  nDuraiurSy  the  dic- 
tates of  his  love  ami  admiration ;  (boic* 
timea  redioed  within  the  tufted  gfov^ 
his  arm  encircled  aad  fuflaiaed  her  iaowjr 
aeck{  wbilft  4ie>  with  looks  of  love  ia- 
effahle,  gaaed  oa  his  &cc»  iovokiag 
Heaven  to  blefs  her  hulbaad  ^ndlord^_ 
Yet  even  in  thefe  iiluliofis  was  his  faacf  ^ 
oft  alanned  ibr  the  ill-faled  fair ;  (base- 
times  he  viewed  her  tottering  on  the 
briak  of  a  deep  orecipice^  far  diftaat 
from  his  helping  hand }  at  otber  tiimt 
(he  fceraed  to  fail  along  the  boifterooa 
tide,  imploring  his  alTiftance:  then 
would  he  ftart  with  horror  from  his 
ilecp,  ai\d  f<:el  his  forrows  more  than 
realjifed  \  he  deiVrted  hie  couch  §  he  a- 
voided  the  fociety  of  mankind}  he  court- 
ed, iequeftered  ftiades,  where  he  cotild 
indulge  his  melancholy  \  there  his  aand 
brooded  over  his  calamity,  until  bis  ima- 
gination became  familiar  with  all  the 
ravages  of  death  j  it  cootrra^iaaed  the 
gradual  decline  of  Moaimia'a  health  § 
her  tears,  her  diflNls,  her  d«ipair,  at  hia 
imagined  cruelty  !  he  £iw  thnKvh  that 
pcf  rpe^ive  every  hloflbm  of  heroeauty 
wither,  every  fparkle  vaailh  froan  her 
eyes  s  ha  beheld  \i/i\-  fhded  Ups,  her  pala 
cheek,  and  her  aoaaamated  featares,  tha 
fymaifnry  of  which  not  death  Itlelf  wa» 
able  to  dciftroy.  Hia  fancy  conveyed 
her  breathlels  corple  to  the  cokl  grave  | 
aver  whichj  ferhapa^  no  ieai  humaaa 

waa 
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watflied;  where  her  delicate  Iiinbt  were 
eoiifigned  to  duft  $  where  (he  was  dilhed 
out  a  ddiclous  banquet  to  the  uniparing 


Over  thefe  pifhires  he  dwelt  with  a 
(bit  of  pleaftng  angailh,  until  he  became 
ib  enamoured  of  her  tomb,  that  he  could 
no  longer  refift  the  defire  which  compel- 
led him  to  make  a  pilgrimage  to  the  dear 
hallowed  fpot,  wtiere  all  his  once- gay 
Inpet  lay  btiried ;  that  he  might  nightly 
vittt  dK  filent  habitation  of  his  ruined 
love,  embrace  the  faord  earth  with 
which  flie  was  now  compoundcd,moiften 
it  with  hit  tears,  and  bid  the  turf  lie 
cafy  on  her  breaft.  Befides  the  proipeA 
of  this  gloomy  enjoyment,  he  was  urged 
to  return  to  England,  by  an  eager  ddire 
of  taking  Tengance  on  the  perfidious 
Fathom,  as  well  as  of  acquitting  him- 
felf  of  the  obligations  he  owed  m  that 
kingdom,  to  thofe  who  had  affilied  him 
in  his  diftrefs.  He  therefore  communi- 
cated  his  intention  to  Farrel,  who  would 
bare  infifted  upon  attending  him  in  the 
Journey,  had  not  he  been  conjured  to  ftay 
and  manage  Renaldo'saflfaii-s  in  his  ah- 
ience.  Every  previous  ftep  being  taken, 
lie  took  leave  of  the  countefs  and  his 
fifterj  who  had,  with  all  their  intereft 
and  elocution,  oppofed  his  defign,  the 
execution  of  which,  they  juftty  feared, 
would,  inftead  of  diflipating,  augment 
his  chagrin  s  and  now  feeing  him  deter- 
mined, they  (bed  a  flood  of  tears  at  his 
departure,  and  he  fet  out  from  Vienni^ 
in  a  poft-chai(e»  accompanied  by  a  truf* 
ty  Tsuec  de  chambre  on  hodeback. 


CHAP.    XXVI. 

KENALDO  MBKTS  WITH  A  LITINC 
MONUMBNT  OP  JUSTICE,  AND 
ENCOUNTERS  A  PERSONAGE  OP 
SOME  NOTE  IN  THESE  MEMOIRS. 

AS  this  domeftick  was  very  well  qua- 
lified for  making  all  the  proper 
diijpofitions,  and  adjufting  every  necef- 
fary  article  on  the  road,  Rensldo  totally 
abftraAed  himfelf  from  earthly  confide- 
rations,  and  mufed  without  ceafing  on 
that  dieme  wl|ich  was  the  conftant  fub- 
)t6t  of  his  contemplation .  He  was  blind 
to  the  obje^s  that  rurroun<lc4  him}  he 
fcarce  ever  felt  the  importunities  of  na- 
ture i  and  had  not  they  been  reinforced 
by  the  prefling  entreaties  of  his  atten* 
danty  he  would  have  proceeded  yrithouf 


refreihment  or  repole.  In  thU  Mean 
of  mind  did  he  traverse  a  great  part  of 
Germany,  in  hit  vray  to  the  AaArian 
Netherlands,  and  arrived  at  the  focfireit 
of  Luxemburg,  where  he  was  dbliged  1» 
tarry  a  whole  dav  on  account  of  an  ic« 
cident  which  bad  happened  to  his  cfaaife. 
Hfcre  he  went  to  view  the  fbrtilicatiansi 
and,  as  he  walked  along  the  rampaits^ 
his  ears  were  fiUuted  wim  thele  words* 

*  Heaven  blefs  the  nobk  Coam  De 
«  Melville!  will  not  he  turn  the  eyes 

*  of  companion  upon  an  old  ^low- 
'  foldier,  reduced  to  misfortune  and  dif- 

*  grace  ?* 

Surpriaed  at  this  addrefs,  wliieh  waa 
attended  wirh  the  clanking  of  chainay 
Renaldo  lifted  up  his  eyes,  uid  pereeir* 
ed  the  peribn  who  ^ke  to  be  one  of  two 
maleiaAors  (hackled  together,  who  had 
been  lentenced  for  fome  crime  to  worit 
as  labourers  on  the  fortifications :  hit 
face  was  Co  covered  vrith  hair,  and  bia 
whole  appearance  ib  difguiled  by  die 
fqualid  habit  which  he  wore,  that  the 
count  could  not  iteolleft  his  feamresy 
until  he  gave  him  to  undcrftand  that 
his  name  was  Ratchkaii.  Melvilfe  im« 
mediately  recogniaed  his  fellow- ftndent 
at  Vienna  and  his  bnyther- volmiteernp* 
on  the  Rhine^  and  eitpi«fled  eqnal  lor* 
priae  and  coneern  at  fMvnf  him  in  fnch 
a  deplorable  iituatlon. 

Nothing  renders  the^^feol  to  callous 
and  infennble  as  the  fearing  bands  of 
infamy  and  difgrace*  Without  betray- 
ing  the  leaft  lymptoms  of  Ihame  and 
confiifion,  <  Count,*  fays  he,  <this  is 

*  the  fate  of  war;  at  leaft,  of  the  war  in 

*  which  I  have  been  engaged,  ever  finoe 

*  I  took  leave  of  the  imperial  array, 

*  and  retreated  with  your  old  coropani<ia 

*  Fathom.    Long  life  to  that  original 

*  genius  1  If  he  is  not  unhappily  eciipf* 

*  ed  by  fome  unfortunate  interpofition, 

*  before  his  terrene  parts  are  purified,  I 

*  forefee  that  he  wilt  Aiinea  f^arofthe 

*  firlk  magnitude  in  the  world  of  adven* 

<  ture,' 

At  mention  of  this  detefted  name, 
Rena]do*s  heart  began  to  throb  with  in- 
dignation i  yet  he  lupprefled  the  emo- 
tion, and  defired  to  know  the  meaning 
of  that  folendid  encominm  which  he  had 
beflowed  upon  his  confederate.     *  It 

<  would  be  Guite  vnnecefiary,*  ie|4icd 
Ratehkali,  <  tor  a  man  in  my  prefent 

*  fituation  to  equivocate  or  diiguife  the 
'  truth  I  the  nature  of  my  diigrace  is 

<  peH^B^y  well  kno^riu     I  am  con* 

*  demned 


VBRDIMAND   COVNT^  FATHOM«: 

'  liemoed  10  faml  labour  lor  lift  I  awl. 
'  unldft  fome  Ivcky  accideat  (which  I 

*  canaoc  now  foreMc)  Ihall  ifltervvnty  all 
f  I  canexpeft,  Uibme  alleviation  of  mv 
'  hard  lot  from  tho  gc nesofity  of  fack 

*  gectlemen  as  you,  who  companionate- 

*  the  TuiferiDga  of  your  fd  low-ereaturet, 
'  In  Older  to  engage  this  benevolenoe 
'the  more  in  my  behalf,  I  flisll,  if  you 
'  will  give  me  the  hearing,  faithfully 
'  infoi:m  you  of  fomt  particulars,  wbica 
'  it  mav  import  you  to  know  concerning 
'  my  old  ac(|uaiatance  Ferdinaml  Count 

*  Fathom,   whole  real  chara^^er  hath 

*  perhaps  hitherto  efcapcd  your  notice.* 
Then  bt  proceeded  to  give  a  regular 

detail  of  ail  the  ftrokes  ot  fineflTe  which 
he,  in  conjunction  with  our  adventurer, 
had  pcafltled  upon  Melville  and  others, 
during  their  relidence  at  Vienna,  and 
the  campaigns  they  had  made  upon 
the  Rhin«  t  he  explained  the  nature  of 
the  robbery  which  was  fuppofed  to  have 
been  done  by  the  count's  valet,  together 
with  the  manner  of  their  defenion )  he 
defcribed  bis  leparation  from  Fathom, 
their  meeting  at  London,  the  traffick 
they  carried  on  in  copanneriliip,  and 
the  misfonune  that  reduced  Ferdinand  • 
to  the  condition  in  which  he  was  found 
by  Melville. 

*  After  having  gratified  the  honeft 

lawyer/  iaid  be,  *  with  a  ihare  of 

the  unfortunate  Fathom's  fpoils,  and 

packed  up  all  my  own  valuable  effe^s, 

my  new  auxiliary  Maurice  and  1  poft- 

ed  to  Harwich,  embarked  in  the  packet- 
boat,  and  next  day  arrived  at  UeU 

Tcotilttys )  from  thence  we  repaired  to 

the  Hague,  in  order  to  mingle  in  the 

gaitiei  of  the  place,  and  exercife  our 

talents  at  play,  which  is  there  culti- 
vated with  uuiverial  eagemefs ;  but, 

chancing  to  meet  with  an  old  acquain- 
tance, whom  I  did  not  at  all  defire  to 

(ee,  I  found  it  convenient  to  withdraw 

^ftly  to  Rotterdam  I  from  whence  we 

fet  out  for  Antwerp  J  and  having  made 

a  tour  of  the  Aultrian  Netherlands, 

let  up  our  reft  at  BruHels,  and  con* 

certed  a  plan  for  laving  the  Flemings 

under  contribution. 

<  Froa^  onr  appearance,  we  procured 

admiiEon  into  the  moil  polite  aflem- 

bliea,  and  focceeded  to  a  wonder  in 

all  our  operations!  until  our  career 

was  unfortunately  checked  by  the  in- 

difcretion  of  my  ally,  who,  being  de*  . 

ttiStcd  in  the  very  a&  of  conveying  a 

card|  was  immediately  introduced  to 
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«'«  IntgUbalet  nd  thio  mittifter  «f 
*-y»Sdot  was  £>  cvrious,  inquifitive,  and 
Vcltar-fii^ited,   that  ^  Count  Mauisce, 

*  littding  itimpoiible'to  fliide  bis  pone* 

*  tration,  was  fain  to  tipulate  for  hia 

*  own  fafety,  by  givioc  up  bat  firiend 

*  to  the  cognixaace  of  tbe  Uw.    I  was 

*  accordingly   apprthcnded,   before   I 

*  knew  the  caufe  of  my  arreft  j '  and 

*  being  unhappily  known  by  fome  ibl- 
'  diers  of  the  priocc*s  guard,  my  cha- 

*  rafter  turned  out  To  little  to  the  appro- 

*  bation  of  the  inouifitors,  that  all  my 
'  effis£ls  were  conafcated  for  die  benefit 

*  of  the  ftate  1  and  I  was,  by  a  formal 

*  fenteace,  condemned  to  labour  on  the 

*  fortifications  all  the  days  of  my  life| 
'  while  Maurice  efcaped  at  the  expenoe 

*  of  Bvt  hundred  ftnpes,  which  he  re- 
'  ceived  in  publick  trom  the  haoda  of 

*  the  common  executioner* 
'  Thus  have  I,  without  evafion  or 

*  mental  refervation,  given  a  faithful 

*  account  of  the  fteps  by  which  I  have 

*  arrived  at  this  barrier,  which  is  likely 
'  tobethe«#/ike/Ki!rr0of  myperegrina- 

*  tions,  unlel's  the  generous  count  Dt 
'  Mclvillewilldeignpointerpofehisinte- 
'  reft  in  behalf  otan  old  fellow-foldier, 

*  who  may  yet  live  to  juftify  his  media* 

*  tion.' 
Renaldo  had  no  reafon  to  doubt  the 

truth  of  this  ftory,  every  circumftance 
of  which  tended  to  corroborate  the  intel* 
ligence  he  had  already  received  touching 
the  chara6ter  of  Fathom,  whom  he  now 
conlidered  with  a  double  ponion  of  ab- 
horrence, as  the  moft  abandoned  mif- 
creant  that  nature  had  ever  produced. 
Though  Ratchkali  did  not  poflefs  a 
much  higher  place  in  his  opinion,  he 
favoured  him  with  marks  of  his  bouncy, 
and  exhorted  him,  if  poflible,  to  reform 
his  heart  |  but  he  would  by  no  meant 
promife  to  interpofe  his  credit  in  favour 
of  a  wretch  felf  convided  of  fuch  enor- 
rooBS  villainy  and  fraud.  He  could  not 
help  moralizing  upon  this  rencounter, 
which  infpired  him  with  great  contempt 
for  human  nature :  and  next  day  he  pro- 
ceeded on  his  journey  with  a  heavy 
heart,  ruminating  on  the  perfidy  of  man- 
kind, and,  between  whiles,  tianfported 
with  the  profped  of  revenging  all  his 
calamities  upon  the  accurled  author. 

While  he  was  wrapped  up  in  thele 
reveries,  his  carriage  tuiied  along»  and 
had  already  entered  a  w.od  between 
Moos  and  Toumay,  when  his  dream 
was  iuddenly  tnterluptcd  by  th«  explo> 

fion 
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filMi  tiM  rotd.    RcMMdl «  tlii»«)i»iii» 

Ik  tetdMd  kM  fMfd  tibac  Hodd  Ir '^  i ' 
a»cl«  ^rifigiBg  irom  th*  cktife,.  rtm  dt- ' 
nAI^  t^immk  Cte  IJMt,  keing  elo(^  fol- 
l#wiid  by  M«,wil«t,  ^mW  k»dakligh«id 
Mel  amiMl  hmMf  with  a  pHM  m  eaah 
head.     Abaut  fofty  ^^s  from  tke 
highway,  they  arnvcd  m  a  Kttla  glade 
car  opeaing,  wheie  tktj  Iw  a  ilifeglc  man 
ftantkog  at  bay  agamll  fm  bandrtti, 
ilbar  hMTuig  kiUcdottQ  of  their  eomiia- ' 
nimMy  and  loA  kia  ovm  kaffa>  that  lay 
dnd  wpon  the  gfouad. 

MriviHa  feeing  thw  odd>»,  aad  imme- 
dately  guefling  their  defigii)  mihed 
amcag  tham  ^tkom  hefi«itkM»>  and  m 
an  inftant  ran  k?«  Airopd  threugh  the 
heart  ef  onewkoft  hand  waa  raffed  to 
fmite  the  gentleman*  behind*  whMe  he 
w»  engaged  with  the  reft  in  front.  At 
tie  Ikme  time  thd  valet  difabled  another 
by  a  flior  in  the  A^cikkr;  fo  that  the 
mmiber  being  nowr  equal  on  both  fides, 
»  AMnoas  combat  enftied,  ctery  man  be- 
ing paired  with  an  antagonift,  and  each 
haying  reeonrfe  to  ^word?,  as  all  their 
pieces  had  bee»  diftharged.  Renaldo^s 
adverftry  finding  himfeif  prefled  with 
equal  fury  and  ikill,  retreated  gradually 
among  the  trees,  until  he  vaniflied  alto- 
gether int&the  thirkeft  of  the  wood ;  and 
bis  two  companions  followed  his  exam- 
ple with  gi«at  eaie,  the  valet  de  chambre 
Detng  hurt  in  the  leg,  and  the  Granger 
fo  much  exhaufted  hy  the  wounde  he 
had  received  before  RenAldo^s  interpo- 
firion,  that  when  the  yoting  gentleman 
apDioached  to  congratulate  him  on  the 
daearef  the  lobbm,  he,  in  advancing 
ta  embrace  his  deiiverer,  dropt  down 
motion  leTs  on  the  grafs* 

The  count,  with  that  warmth  of  fytn- 
patby  and  benevolence  which  waa natu- 
ral va  kia  heart,  lifted  up  the  wounded 
cavalier  in  his  arms,  and  carried  him  to 
tfaechaife,  in  which  he  was  depofited, 
while  the  valet  de  chambre  reloaded  his 
piftoU,  and  prepared  for  a  fecond  attack, 
as  they  did  not  doubt  that  the  banditti 
would  return  with,  a  reinforcement. 
However,  before  they  re- appeared.  Re- 
naldo*s  driver  difengaged  him  from  the 
vrood,  and  in  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  they  arrived  at  a  village,  where 
tkey  halted  for  affiftance  to^the  ftranger, 
who,  though  ftill  alive,  had  not  reco- 
vered the  ufeof  bis  fenfes. 

Alter  ht  was  vndrelftd  and  hid  iii  a 


weini  Deti,  a  iiirgeoir  ejuuiiuco  nia  uoftjf^ 
aad  found  a  wmmd  tit  hta  neck  by  a 
iwonf,  and  another  mhis  ngnf-mfe  oc- 
caioned  by  a  ptfM-Aot;  lb  that  tea 
p#9gaoAick  was  aeiy  dtrtrkras  s  mean- 
waMSi,  at"  appned  proper  drelnDgs  to 
both)  and,  in  haff  aa  hoar  after  this 
admiiiiftrationr,  the  gentleman  gave  fome 
tokens  of  perception.  He  fooked  a- 
round  him  with  a  wifdnefs  of  fury  m 
hie  afpea,  as  if  he  had  thoi^t  kimfeff ' 
in  the  hands  of  the  robbers  by  whom 
he  had  been^  attacked  $  but,  when  he 
faw  the  afHdmty  with  vrhicb  the  by-' 
ftanders  exerted  fhemfelves  in  his  befaalfy' 
one  niCiog  "his  head  from  the  oWhM^ 
while  another  exhorted  him  to*  (wallbw 
a  little  wine  which  was  warmed  far  the 
pwrpofe}  when  he  beheld  the  lympa- 
thinng  Pooka  of  all  prefent,  and  keaixl 
himfeif  accofted  in  the  moft  coitKaf  terms 
by  the  pcrlbn  whom  he  recollected  as  hia 
'deliverer  5  all  the  fcverity  vaniflted  fn)m 
hrs  countenance;  he  took  Rcnaldo^s 
hand  and  prefled  it  to  his  lips;  and 
white  the  (ears  guOied  from  hi9  eyes, 

*  Prarfed  be  God,'  feid  he,  «  that  vir- 

*  tue  and  generofity  are  ftill  to  be  found 

*  among  the  ions  of  men  V 

Every  body  in  the  apartment  was  af- 
feded  by  this  exclamation ;  and  Mel- 
ville, above  all  the  reti,  feh  fuch  emo- 
tions as  he  could  fcarcely  reftrain.  He 
intreated  the  gentleman  to  believe  him- 
fdf  in  the  midrt  of  Aich  friends  as  would 
eflfe6ltially  fecure  him  from  all  violence 
and  mortification;  he  conjured  him  to 
compofe  the  perturbation  of  hr*  fpirits, 
and  quiet  the  apprehenfions  of  bis  mrod 
with  that  Kilechon  $  and  protefted,  that 
he  himlelf  would  not  quit  the  hoofe 
while  his  attemhince  ihould  be  deemed 
neceflfary  for  the  ftrangcKs  cure,  or  Ms 
converlation  conducive  to  bit  amuie- 
ment. 

Theft  aflbrances,  confidcred  with  the 
heroick  part  which  (he  young-  Kun^- 
rian  had  already  a^ed  in  hrs  behalf,  m- 
fpired  the  cavalier  with  fuch^  a  fubrime 
idea  of  Melville,  that  he  gated  upon 
htm  with  filent  aftonilbment,  as  an  an- 
gel fent  from  heaven  for  his  foccooTi 
and,  in  the  transport  of  his  gi^titnde, 
confd  not  help  exdaimrng,  «  Sure  Piu- 
'  vidence  hath  ftiU'  fomethrng  in  referve 

<  far  this  unfortunate  wretch,  in  whofc 

<  favour  fuch  a  mtrade  of  cotirage  and 

*  generofity  hath  interpoied  1* 

Being  accommodated  with  proper  care' 
aad  attcndahce^  hit  cooftztation,  in  11 

Utile 
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}jt^]^  time^  ofercgme  the  fnrer  {  and  at 
the  third  drei&ng>  th«  furgeon  declared 
l)im  out  of  all  danser  from  his  wounds. 
Then. was  Renaldo  indulged  with  op- 
portunities of  convei-fihg  with  the  pa- 
tient, and  of  inquiring  intoxhe  parti- 
culars of  his  fortune  and  defigns  in  life» 
with  a  view  to  mantfeil  the  inclinations 
^  felt  to  ferve  him  in  his  future  occa* 
fions. 

The  more  this  ftranger  contemplated 
the  character  of  the  count,  the  more  his 
amazement  increafed,  on  account  of  his 
extraordinary  benevolence  in  favour  of 
a  perfon  whole  merit  he  could  not  pof- 
iiblyknow)  he  even  exprefled  his  fur- 
prize  on  this  fubjefk  to  Renaldo,  who 
at  length  told  him,  that,  although  his 
beft  offices  (hould  sdways  be  ready  for 
the  occaiions  of  any  gentleman  in  dif- 
trefs,  his  particular  attachment  and  re- 
gard to  him  was  improved  by  an  addi- 
tional consideration :  <  I  am  no  Granger,* 
faid  he,  <  to  the  virtues  and  honour  of 

*  the  gallant  Don  Diego  De  Zelos.* 

*  Heaven  and  earth  I*  cried  the  ftran- 
ger, ftartingfrom  his  feat  with  extreme 
emotion,  '  do  I  then  live  to  hear  my- 

<  felf  addrefTed  by  that  long-loft  appeU 

*  lation !  My  heart  glows  at  the  exj>ref*> 

*  Hon  I  My  fpirits  are  kindled  with  a 
'  flame  that  thrills  through  every  nerve! 
'  Bzy,  young  gentleman,    if  you   are 

*  really  an  inliabitant  of  earth,  by  what 

*  means  are  you  acquainted  wrth  the 

*  unhappy  name  of  Zelos  ?* 

In  aniwer  to  this  eager  interrogation, 
Renaldo  gave  him  tounderftand,  that  in 
the  courfe  of  his  travels,  he  had  icTided 
a  ihort  time  at  Seville,  where  he  had 
frequently  feen  Don  Diego,  an<t  often 
heard  his  character  mentione4  with  un- 
common efteem  and  veneration;  *  Alas!* 
replied  the  CiftiVnn,  *  that  juftice  is  no 

<  lon^  done' to  the  wretched  Zelos; 
'  his  nonours  are  blafted,  and  his  rcpu* 

*  tation  canker^ bitten  by  the  venomous 
«  tooth  of  flander/ 

He  then^^ceeded  to  uliiold  his  mis<» 
fortunes,  as  they  have  already  been  ex- 
plained in  the  firft  volume  of  thefe  Me- 
moirs i  at  the  recapitulation  of  which, 
the  heart  of  Melville  being  intendered 
by  his  6wn  calamities,  was  fo  deeply 
aire^ledk  that  he  re-echoed  the  groans 
of  Don  Diego,  and  wept  over  his  fuf- 
ferings  with  the  moft  filial  fympathy. 
When  he  repeated  the  ftory  of  that  cruel 
fraild^  which  was  pra^iied  upon  him 
iy  the  faithlefs  Fadiniy^  Melville,  whofe 
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mind  and  imagination  teemed  with  the 
villainies  of  Fathom,  was  immediately 
Arutk  With  the  conjcffure  of  his  being 
the  knave]  becaiifc,  indeed,  he  could 
not  believe  that  any  other  perfofi  was  fo 
abandoned  by  principle  and  humanity, 
as  to  take  fuch  a^  barbarous  advantage 
of-  a  gentleniian  in  diftrefs. 


CHAP.    XXVlt. 

His  RETURN  TO  ENGLAND,  ANC^ 
MIDNIGHT  PILGRIMAGE  TO  MO- 
N1MIA*8  TOMB. 

HE  conHdered  the  date  of  that  tin- 
paralelled  tranfa£^ion,  which  a- 
^reed  with  his  conje^lure;  and,  from  the 
inquiries  he  made  concerning  the  perfon 
of  the  traitor,  gathered  reafons  fufficient 
to  confirm  his  fuppofition.  Thus  cer- 
tified, *  That  is  the  villain,*  cried  the 
count,  *  whofe  infernal  arts  have  uver- 

*  whelmed  me  with  fuch  mifery  as  Hea- 
'  ven  itfelf  hath  no  remedy  to  difpel  1 
«  To  revenge  my  wrongs  on  that  pcr- 

*  fidious  mifcreant,  is  one  of  the  chief* 
'  i^afons  for  which  I  deign  to  drag  a- 

*  bout  an  hateful  being.  O  DonDie^o! 

*  what  is  life,  when  all  it*s  enjoymenta 

<  are  fo  eafily  poifoned  by  the  machi* 

*  nations  of  fuch  a  worm  !*  So  faying,, 
he  fmofe  his  breaft  in  all  the  agony  of 
woe,  and  befought  the  Spaniard  to  re- 
late the  fteps  he  took  in  confeqtience  o^ 
this  difafter. 

The  Caftflian's  cheeks  reddened  at 
this  information,  which  i-einforced  hia 
own  refentment;  and,  caflingUp  his  eyea 
to  Heaven,  '  Sacred  powers !'  cried  hcj 
^  let  him  not  perifli,  before  you  bring 

<  him  within  my  reach  !-^You  aflc  me,' 

*  noble  cavalier,  what  meafures  I  took 
'  in  this  abyfs  of  mifery.     For  the  firli 

*  day,  I  was  tortured  with  apprehen- 

*  fions  for  the  friendly  Fadini,  fearing 

*  that  he  had  been  robbed  and  mur- 
«  dered  for  the  jewels  which  he  had, 

<  perhaps,  too  x^n^Ararily  expoied  to  falei 
'but  tnis  terror  foon  vauiftied  before 

*  the  true  prefages  of  my  fate;  when, 

*  on  the  morrow,  I  found  the  whole 
*■  family  in  tears  aiid   confufion,  and 

*  heard  my  landlord  pour  forth  the  moft: 

*  bitter  imprecations  againft  the  fugi- 

<  tive  who  had  deflowered  his  daughter, 

*  and  even  robbed  the  houfe.    You  will 

*  afk,  which  of  the  pafHons  of  my  heart 

<  were  intereited  on  this  occaiion ;  they' 
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*  were  fhame  and  indiznattofi :  all  1117 
'  erief  flowed  in  anottier  channel  $    I 

*  bludied  to  find  my  judgment  deceived. 

*  I  fcorned  to  complain;  but  In  my 
'  heart  denounced  vengeance  againll  my 

*  bafe  betrayer.  I  filcntly  retired  to  my 
*'  apartment,  in  order  to  commune  with 

*  my  own  thoughts. 

*  I  had  bore  greater  calamitiea,  with- 
'  out  being  driven  to  defpair :  I  fum- 

*  moned  all  my  fortitude  to  my  afllft- 
'  ance,  and  refolved  to  live  in  fpite  of 

*  aflti^ion.  Thus  determined,  I  betook 

*  mvfelf  to  the  houfe  of  ageneral  officer, 

*  wnofe  chara£^er  was  fair  in  the  world; 

*  and  having  obtained  admiilion  in  con- 

*  fequence  of  my  oriental  appearance  $ 
*f  To  a  man  of  honour,"  faid  I,  "  the 
**  unfortunate  need  riointroduftion ;  my 
'^  habit  proclaim)  roe  a  Perfian;  this 
**  pafljport  from  the  States  of  Holland 
*/  will  confirm  that  fuppofition.  I  have 
'f  been  robbed  of  jewels,  to  a  confide- 
•'  rable  value,  by  a  wretch  whom  I  fa- 
*f  voured  with  my  confidence  5  and  now, 
««  reduced  to  extreme  indigence,  I  come 
«'  to  offer  myfelf  as  a  foluier  in  the  ar- 
«*  mies  of  France.  I  have  health  and 
*«  flrength  fufficient  to  difcharge  that 
*'  duty :  nor  am  I  unacquainted  with  a 
'*  military  life,  which  was  once  my  glo- 
**  ry  and  occupation.  I  therefore  Aie 
«5  for  your  protc6\ion,  that  I  may  be 
**  received,  though  in  the  lowefl  order 
**  of  them  that  ferve  the  kin^ ;  and  that 
<*  your  future  favour  may  depend  upon 
•*  my  behaviour  in  that  capacity." 

•  The  general,  furprized  at  niy  decla« 
^  ration,  furveyed  me  with  uncommon 

*  attention;  he  perufcd  my  certificate, 

*  afked  divers  queftions  concerning  the 

*  art  of  war ;  to  which  I  returned  f  uch 
'  anfwers  as  convinced  him  that  I  was 

*  not  wholly  ignoranr  in  that  particu- 
<  lar.  In  fhort,  I  was  inlifted  at  a  vo* 
f  lunteer  in  his  own  regiment,  and  fbon 

*  after  promoted  to  the  rank  of  a  fu- 

*  baltem,  and  the  office  of  equerry  to 
f  his  own  fon;  who,  at  that  time,  had 

*  attained  to  the  degree  of  colonel, 
'  though  his  age  did  not  exceed  eighteen 

*  years. 

*  This  young  man  was  naturally  of 

*  a  ferocious  dilpofition,  which  had  been 
«  rendered  quite  untrailable  by  the  pride 

*  of  birth  and  fortune,  together  with 

*  the  licence  of  his  cducaii&n.  As  he 
<  did  not  know  the  refpef^  due  to  a 
'  gentleman,  fo  he  could  not  poifibly 

*  pay  1%  to  Ihofc  who  were  unfortunately 


'  tiiider  flit  comBEiMa*    IHvcn  ilidvtf* 

<  fications  I  fQAmined  with  that  forti* 

*  tude  which  became  a  Caiiltm,  wlio 

*  lay  under  obligatkMii  to  tKe£ttll#| 
«  till  at  length,  layifig  afide  all  daco- 

*  mm,  he  fmote  nne.    Sacred  Heaven  I 

*  he  fmote  Don  Diego  De  fiCelos,  in  pie« 

*  fence  of  bit  whole  hoolliold. 

'  nad  my  iwora  been  endowed  wink 

<  fenfation,  it  wouldof  itfelf  have  llart« 
«  ed  from  thfe  fbabbard,  at  this  indig- 

*  nity  offered  to  it*t  maftfr.  Inndieatli- 

*  ed  it  without  deliberation,  laying, 
<'  Know,  infotent  boy,  he  it  a  gentie- 
'<  man  whom  thou  haft  thnt  outraged; 
«<  and  thou  haft  cancelled  the  ties  which 
'*  have  hitherto  rrftrained  my  indigna* 
<<  tion.**    His  ienrantt  would  have  in- 

<  terpofed,  but  he  tommanded  them  to 

*  retire;  and,  fluihed  with  that  confi- 
'  dence  which  the  impetuofity  of  hia 
**  temper  in  fpired,  he  dre#  in  bit  tani« 

*  and  attacked  me  with  redoubled  ngei 

*  but  his  dexterity  being  very  nneqaal 

*  to  hit  courage,  he  was  loon  difiutted 

*  and  overthrown  |  when  potntii^  my 

*  fword  to  hit  breaft,  **  In  oonMera* 
**  tion  of  thy  youth  nd  igneranofc/* 

*  faid  I,  «  X  fpai^  that  life  lArhich  thou 
**  haftforfeitetf  by  tbyungenerovtpre- 
"  fumption." 

*  With  theie  vFords  I  put  ip  my 

*  weapon,  retired  through  the  midft  of 
5  his  domefticks;  who,  feeing  tfa«r  nHi« 

*  fler  fafe,  did  not  think  proper  to  of»- 
'  pofe  my  paiEM;e ;  and  mounting  my 

*  horfe,  in  left  than  two  hourt  eamred 
'  the  Auftrian  dominions,  revolving  to 

*  proceed  at  far  at  Holland^   that  I 

*  might  embark  in  the  firft  fliip  for 
^  Spain,  in  order  to  waOi  away,  with 

*  my  own  blood,  or  that  of  myene- 

<  mtes,   the  cruel  ftain  which  had  §^ 

*  long  defiled  my  reputation. 

*  This  was  the  grievance  that  ftill  cor- 

<  roded  my  heart,  and  rendered  inef- 
*■  feftual  the  inhuman  fterilice  I  had 

<  made  to  my  injured  honour.     Thti 

*  was  the  confideration  that  ineefiaatly 

*  prompted,  and  ftill  importimet  me,  to 

<  run  every  rifk  of  life  and  fortune,  la* 

*  ther  than  leave  my  fame  under  fnch 

*  an  ignominious  afpeHion.     I  paipaie 

<  to  obey  thit  internal  calK     I  am  apt 

<  to  believe  it  it  the  voice  of  Heaven ; 

*  of  that  Providence  which  manifcftcd 

<  it't  care  by  lending  fuch  a  gencKNis 

*  auxiliary  to  my  aid,  when  I  was  over- 

*  powered  by  banditti,  on  the  very  fttft 

*  day  of  my  cspedfilan.^ 

Having 
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Umtig-'m  this  inaooer  gratified  ti» 
•uiiofity  of  his  ikUYerer,  heezprefTrd  a 
ikfire  of  knowing  the  qgality  oi  him  to 
whom  he  was  [(0  fignafty  obliged  \  and 
Vcoaldo  did  not  £jruj>le  to  make  the 
Caftilian  acouainted  with  his  name  and 
family :  he  likewjle  communicated  the 
Hory  of  his  unfortunate  love,  with  ail 
th^  iymptoms  of  unutterable  woe,  which 
djrew  tears  froqn  the  noble-hearted  Spa- 
i^iard,  while  wi|)i  a  groan  that  announc- 
ed the  load  which  overwhelmed  his  foul, 
'  I  had  a  daughter,"  faid  he,  *  fuch  as 

*  you  defcribe  the  peerleTs  Monimiaj 

*  had  Heaven  decreed  her  for  the  arms 

*  of  fuch  a  lover,  I,  whom  am  now  the 
'  mofk  wretchedfl  Uiould  have  been  the 
'  moft  happy  parent  upon  earth/ 

Thus  did  thefe  new  friend s  alternately 
indulge  their  mutual  foirow,  and  con- 
cert meafuies  for  their  future  operations. 
Melville  eameftly  folicited  the  Caltiiian 
to  favour  him  with  his  company  to  Eng- 
land, where,  in  all  probability,  both 
would  enjoy  the  gloomy  iatisfii^lion  of 
f)eing  revenged  upon  their  common  be- 
trayer Fathom ;  and,  as  afarther  indu ce- 
ment, he  aflured  him,  that  as  Toon  as 
ht  ihould  have  accomplilhed  the  melan- 
choly purpofet  of  his  voyage,  he  would 
accompany  Don  Diego  to  Spain,  and 
employ  his  whole  intereft  and  fortune 
innttfenrice.  The  Spaniard,  thunder- 
teick  at  the  extravagant  generofity  of 
this  pnopoial,  could  fcarce  believe  the 
Ciridi^e  of  his  own  fenics,  and  after 
fatac  paufe,  replied,  '  My  duty  would 
'  tc^n  me  ^0  obey  any  command  you 
'  ihould  think  proper  to  impofe ;  but 
'  here  my  inclination  and  intereft  are  fo 

*  ogseeably  flattered,  that  I  (hould  be 
«.  equaily  us^ateful  and  unwife,  in  pre- 

*  lending  to  comply  with  relu£lance/ 
This  point  being  fettled,  they  moved 

fipTwaixU  to  Mods,  as  foon  as  Don  Die- 
go waa  in  a  condition  to  bear  the  fliock 
of  dpch.a  removal }  and  there  remaining 
vntil  his  wounds  were  pei-fedly  cured, 
tbey  hired  a  poli-chaife  for  Oftend,  em- 
barked in  a  vefTel  at  that  port,  reached 
th» ^ppei;^  ihore  of  £ngland,  after  a 
fliort  and  eafy  paflage,  and  arrived  in 
I^ndon  without  Wing  met  with  any 
£iufter  accident  ^Ojii^he  road. 

As  they  appiapachM  this  capital,  Re- 
i^aldo's  grief  feemed  tp  regurgitate  with 
^doubled  ^violence*  ^is  memory  waa 
waked  io  the  rooft  ipinute  and  painful 
^(ertiop  of  it*s  fa!cw](ies  |  his  imaj^ina- 
^  ;c;^i9Cd  with  the  ngioft  affliain^  ima* 


§e.8,  and  liis  impatience  becaoae  fo  ar-^ 
ent,  that  never  lover  panted  more  ea- ' 
gerly  fortheconfummation  of  hiswiflies, 
than  Melville  for  an  opportunity  of 
ftretchine  himfelf  upon  the  grave  of  the 
loft  Mommia.  The  Caftilian  was  afto- 
ni(hed  as  well  as  affected  at  the  poig- 
nancy of  his  grief,  which,  as  a  proof 
of  his  fufcepttbility  and  virtue,  en- 
deared him  ftill  more  to  his  affe£Uon  | 
and  though  his  own  misfortunes  had 
rendered  him  very  unfit  for  the  office  of 
a  eomforter,  he  endeavoured,  by  footji*  ^ 
ing  difcourie,  to  moderate  the  eyceiji  of 
his  friend's  affliflion. 

Though  it  was  dark  when  they  alight- 
ed at  the  inn,  Melville  ordered  a  coach 
10  be  called  $  and  being  attended  by  the- 
Spaniard,  who  would  not  be  perfuaded 
to  quit  him  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  he 
repaired  to  tne  houfe  of  the  generous 
Jew,  whofc  rheum  diftilled  very  plen- 
tifully at  his  approach.  The  count  had 
already  acquitted  himfelf  in  point  of 
pecuniary  obligations  to  this  benevolent 
HebreVs  and  now,  after  having  made. 
fuch  acknowledgments  as  might  be  ey*, 
pe^ed  from  a  youth  of  his  difpofition,^ 
Ke  begged  to  know  by  what  channel  he. 
bad  received  that  letter  which  he  had 
been  fo  kind  as  to  forward  to  Vienna. 

Jofliua,  who  was  ignorant  of  the. 
contents  of  that  epiftle,  and  faw  the 
young  gentleman  extremely  moved,, 
would  have  eluded  his  enquiiy,  by  pre-. 
tending  he  had  forgot  the  circumftance; 
but  when  he  underftood  the  nature  of 
the  cafe,  which  was  not  explained  with* 
out  tl\t  manifeftation  of  the  utmoft  in- 
ouietude,  he  heartily  condoled  the  der 
/ponding  lover,  telling  him  he  had  ii^ 
vain  employed  all  his  intelligence  about 
that  unfortunate  beauty,  in  confequence 
of  Melville^s  letter  to  him  on  that  fub- 
jtSi  j  and  then  directed  him  to  the  houfe 
of  that  phyfician,  who  had  brought  the 
fatal  billet  which  had  made  him  mifc- 
rablc. 

No  fooner  did  he'  receive  this  infor- 
mation than  he  took  his  leave  abruptly^ 
with  promife  of  return  ing  next  day^  and 
hied  him  to  the  lodgings  of  that  g«itle- 
man,  whom  he  wasTucky  enough  to  find  " 
at  home.  Beins  favoured  with  a  private 
audience,  *  When  I  tell  you,*  faid  he, 

*  that  my  name  is  Renaldo  Count  De 

*  Melville,  you  will  know  me  to  be  the 

<  moft  unfortunate  of  men.    By  that 

<  letter,  which  you  committed  to  the 

*  charge  of  my  worthy  friend  Jofliua^ 

B  b  »  <  the 
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the  fatal  veil  was  removed  from  my 
eye3,  which  had  been  fo  long  darken- 
ed by  the  artifices  of  incredible  deceit, 
.  and  my  own  incurable  raifery  fully 
prcfented  to  my  view.     If  you  were 
acquainted  with  the  unhappy  fair,  >vho 
hath   fallen  a  vi^im  to  ipy  mit^ake, 
you  ^yill  have  fon^e  idea  of  the  infuf- 
ferable  panerg  wjiich  I  now  feel  in  re- 
collecting ner  fate.  If  you  have  com- 
panion tor  thele  pangs,  you  will  not 
refufe  to  condu6l  me  \o  the  foot  where 
the  dear  remains  of  Monimia  are  de- 
ported }  there  let  me  enjoy  a  full  ban- 
quet  of  woe  y  there  let  me  feaft  that 
worm  of  (orrow  that  preys  upon  my 
heart :  joi  fuch  entertainment  have  I 
rev  ifitcd  this  (tome)  ill-omened  iQe; 
for  this   fatisfi^lion.  1  intrude  upon 
your  condefcenfion  at  tbtfe  imfeafon- 
able  hours ;  for  to  fuch  a  decree  of 
impatience  is  my  affli^lion  whetted, 
that  noflumberfli^ll  afi'iilinine eyelids, 
no  peace  rtfide  wiihin  my  bofom,  until 
I  Oiail  have  adortd  thitt  earthly  Hirine 
whtre  my  Monimia  lies  I  Yet  would 
I  know  the  circumftar.ccs  of  her  fate. 
Did  Heavtn  ordain  no  angel  to  miniftcr 
to  her  diftrels  ?  Were  her  latt  moments 
comfortlefs  ?  Ha  !   was  not  (lie  aban- 
doned to  indigence,  to  infults  }  left  in 
the  power  of  that  inhuman  villain  who 
betrayed  us  both !    Sacred  Heaven  ! 
why  did  Providence  wink  at  the  tri- 
umph of  fuch  confummate  perfidy  V 
The  phyfician  having  liAened  with 
;omplacency  to  this  effufion,   replied, 
It  is  my  profeflion,  it  is  my  nature  to 
fympathije  with  the  afflicted.     I  am 
a  judge  of  your  feelings,  becaufe  I 
know  the  value  of  your  lofs.     I  at- 
tended the  incomparable  Monimia  in 
her  lad  illnefs,  and  am  well  enough 
acquainted  with  herftory,  to  conclude, 
that  flic  fell  a  facrifice  to  an  unhappy 
mifunderftanding,    tfftc\ed    and    fo- 
mented by  that  traitor  who  abul^d 
your  mutual  confidence.* 
He  then  proceded  to  inform  him  of  all 
the  particulars  which  we  have  already 
recorded,    touching"  the  deltiny  of  tlic 
beauteous  orphan,  and  concluded  with 
telling  him  he  was  ready  to  yield  him 
any  other  flitisfaition  which  it  WuS  in  his 
power  to  grant.     The  circumftarices  of 
the  tale  had  p\jt  Renaldo's  fpirits  into 
fuch  commotion,  that  he  could  utter  no- 
fhing  but  int^rje^lions  and  unconnefted 
words.  When  Fathom's  behaviour  wa» 


defcribed,  he  trembled  with  fierce  agi- 
tation, ftarted  from  his  chair,  pronounc- 
ing, *  Monfter  I  fiend !  But  we  {ball  one 
«  day  meet.' 

When  lie  was  made  acquainted  with 
the  benevolence  of  the  French  lady,  he 
exclaimed, «  O  heaven -bom  c]iarity  a|i^ 

*  companion !  Sure  that  mud  be  Tome 

*  fpirit  of  grace,  fent  "hither  to  mitigate 
«  the  tortures  of  life!  Where  fhall  I 

*  find  her,  to  offer  up  my  thanks  and 

*  adoration  ?'  Having  heard  the  con- 
clullon  of  the  detal,  he  embraced  the  re- 
later,  as  the  kind  benefa^or  of  Moni- 
mia, flied  a  flood  of  tears  in  his  bofom » 
and  preiTed  him  to  crowii  the  obligation, 
by  conducing  him  to  the  foHtary  place 
where  now  fhe  refted  from  all  her  cares. 

The  gentleman,  perceiving  the  tran- 
fports  of  his  grief  were  fuch  as  conld  not 
be  oppofed,  complied  with  his  rcqnef^. 
attended  him  in  the  vehicle,  anddhTeftcd 
the  coachman  to  drive  to  a  fcqueftcred 
field,  at  fome  diflance  from  the  city, 
where  ftood  the  church,  within  whofc 
awful  ifle  this  fcene  was  to  be  afied. 
The  fexton  being  fummoned  from  his 
be*i,  produced  the  keys,  in  confcquence 
of  a  gratification,  after  the  phyfician 
had  communed  with  him  apart,  and 
explained  the  intention  of  Renal^io'si 
vim. 

During  this  paufe,  the  foul  of  Mel- 
ville was  wound  up  to  the'higheft  pitch 
of  enthufiafHck  forrow.  The  uncom- 
mon darknefs  of  the  night,  the  ibiemn 
filence,  and  lonely  fituation  of  the  place^ 
confpired  with  the  occafion  of  hit  com- 
ing, and  the  difmal  images  of  his  fan- 
cy, to  produce  a  real  rapture  of  gloomy 
expeftatwn,  which  the  whole  world 
^buld  not  have  perfuaded  him  to  dif- 
^ppoint;  The  clock  fhiick  twelve,  the 
owl  fcrecch'cd  froin  the  rumed  battle- 
ment, the  door  was  opened  by  the  fai- 
ton  ;  who,  by  the  light  of  a  glimmer- 
ing tn  per,  conduced  the  defpairing  lover 
to  a  dseary  aifle,  and  ftamped  upon  the 
ground  with  his  foot,   faying,   <  Here 

*  the  young  lady  lies  interred.** 
Melville  no  fooner  received  this  mti* 

mation,  than  falling  on  his  knees,  and 
prtfling  his  lips  to  the  hallowed  eartfat 

*  Peace,'  cried  he,  *  to  the  gentle  te- 

*  nant  of  this  filent  habitatibn.^  Then 
turning  to  the  by-ftanders,  with  blood- 
flioi  eye,  faid,  •  Leave  roe  to  the  full 
«  enjoyment  of  this  occafion :  my  grief 
<  is  too  delicate  to  admit  the  company 
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*  even  of  my  friends ;  the  rites  to  be 

*  performed  require  privacy  J  adieu  then, 

<  nere  muft  I  pafs  the  night  alone.* 
The  doftor,  alarmed  at  this  deda- 

tation,  which  he  was  afraid  imported 
ibme  refolution  fatal  to  his  own  Iife» 
began  to  repent  of  having  been  acceffary 
to  the  vifit,  attempted  to  liiffuade  hini 
from  his  purpofe,  and  finding  him  ob- 
ftinately  determined,  called  in  the  afRft- 
ance  of  the  fincton  and  coachman,  and 
folicited  the  aid  of  Don  Diego,  to  force 
Renaldo  from  the  execution  of  his  de* 
fign. 

■  'the  CaffiHan^  l^nowing  his  friend 
was  then  very  iinfit'for  common  alter- 
cation, interpofed  in  the  difpute,  fayii)^, 
^  You  need  not  be  afraid  that  he  wilt 
'  obey  the  di6lates  of  defpair;  his  re- 
*"  Ifgion,  his  honour  will  bafl^e  fuch 
*'  temptations  \  he  hath  promifed  to  re- 
'  ierve  his  life  for  the  occafions  of  his 

*  friend;  and   he  (hall  not  bc.difap- 

*  pointed  in  hisprefent  aim/  In  order 
to  corroborate  this  peremptory  addrefs, 
which  was  dtjlivered  in  the  French  lan- 
guage, he  unfheathed  his  fword,  and 
the  otheirs  retreating  at  fight  of  his  wea- 
pon, «  Count,*  faid  he,  *  enjoy  your 
f  grief  in  full  tranfport :  I  will  fcreen 

*  you  from  interruption,  though  at  the 
«  nazard  of  my  life  5  and  while  you 
«  give  a  loofe  to  forrow,  within  that 

*  ghaftfy  vault,  I  will  watch  till  morn- 
'  ing  in  the  porch,  and  meditate  upon 
^  the  mill  of  ray  own  family  and  peace/ 

He  accordingly  prevailed  upon  the 
phyiician  to  retire,  after  he  had  fatis- 
iied  the  (exton,  and  ordered  tHe  coach- 
inan  to  return  by  break  of  day. 

Renaldo  thus  left  alone,  proftrated 
bimielf  bpon  the  gp^re,  and  poured 
forth  fach  lamentations  as  would  have 
drawn  tears  from  the  moft  favage  hearer. 
He  called  aloud  upon  Monimia's  name. 

<  Are  thefe  the  nuptial  joys  to  which 

<  our  fate  hath  doomed  us  ?  Is  this  the 

*  fruit  of  thofe  endearing  hopes,  that 

*  intercourfc  divine,  that  raptured  ad- 

<  miration,  in  which  €0  many  hours 
^^Aniibly  eiapfed!  Where,  now,  are 
^KUt  attra6^ons,  to  which  I  yielded 

f  up  iQy  captive  heart  f  Quenched  are 
i  diofe  genial  eyes  that  gladdened  each 

*  beholaer,  and  ihone  the  planets  of  my 

*  happinefs  and  peace !  Cold  1  cold  and 

<  witnered  are  thofe  lips  that  fwelled 
f  with  love,   and  far  out-blufhed  the 

\  rofe  I  and  ah !  for  ever  filen- 
M  ^  ^^  tOD^e,  whofe  eloquence 


<  had  power  to  lull  the  pangs  of  rai(erf 

*  and  care !  no  more  fhall  my  atteniion 

*  be  ravi(hed  with  the  muHck  of  that 

*  voice,  which  ufed  to  thrill  in  foft  vi^ 

*  l)rations  to  my  foul  *  O  fainted  fpirit  1 

<  O   iipfpotted   fliade  of  her  whom  I 

*  adored  ;  of  her  whofe  memory  I  fluU 

<  ftill  revere  with  ever-bleeding  forrow 

*  and  regret ;  of  her  whofe  ima^  will  be 

*  the  laft  idea  that  forfakes  this  haplefa 

*  bofom  t  Now  art  thou  confcious  of  my 
'  Integrity   and   love;    now  doft  thott 

<  toehold  the  anguifli  that  I  {eel.    If  th< 

*  pure  elfence  of  thy  nature  will  per^ 

*  mit,  wilt  thou,  ah  I  wilt  thou  indulge 
'  this  wretched  youth  with  fome  kind 

*  fienal  Qf  thy  notice,  withfoioe  tokea 

*  of  thy  approbation  f  wilt  thou  afliime 

*  a  mediyin  of  embodied  air,  in  fem-f 

*  blance   of  th:«t  lovely  form*   which 

*  now  lies  mouldering  in  this  dreary 

*  tomb,  and  fpeak  the  words  of  peace 
^  to  my  diftempered  foul !  I^eturn,  Mo- 

*  nimia !  appear,   though  but  for  one 

*  fliort  moment,  to  my  longing  eyes  I 

*  Youchf^fe  one  fmlle  5  Renaldo  will  be 

<  fatisfied  ;  I^enaldo*s  heart  will  be  at 

*  rell;  his  grief  no  more  will  overflow 

*  it's  banks,  but  glide  with  equal  cui- 

<  rent  to  his  latcft  hoyr.     Alas!  thefe 

*  are  the  raving  of  my  delirious  forrow ! 
'  Monimia  hears  not  my  complaints ; 

*  her  foul   fublimed  far,  far  above  ali 

*  fublunary  cares,  enjoys  that  felicity, 

*  of  which  (he  was  debarred  on  earth. 

*  In  vain  I  ilretch  thefe  eyes,  environed 

*  with  daiknefs,  undiftinguifhing  and 

*  void  :  no  obje6l  meets  my  view ;   no 

<  found  falutes   mine  ear,  except  tlie 

<  noify  wind  that  whiftles  tlirougn  thefe 
'  vaulted  caves  of  death.* 

In  this  kind  of  exclamation  did  Re- 
naldo pafs  the  night,  not  without  a  cer- 
tain fpecies  of  woeful  enjoyment,  which, 
the  foul  is  often  able  to  conjure  up  from 
the  depths  of  diiUefs;  infomucn,  that 
when  the  morning  intruded  on  his  pri- 
vacy, he  could  fcarce  believe  it  was  the 
light  of  day,  fo  faft  had  fleeted  the 
minutes  of  his  devotion. 

His  heart  being  thus  dilburdened,  and 
his  in^patience  gratified,  he  became  fo 
calm  and  compofed,  that  Don  Diego 
was  equally  pleafed  and  aftoniflied  at 
the  air  of  ferenity  with  which  he  came 
forth,  and  embraced  him  with  warm 
acknowledgments  of  his  goodnefs  and 
attachment ;  he  frankly  owned,  that  his 
mind  was  now  more  at  eafe  than  he  had 
ever  found  it,  iince  he  firit  received  the 

fa^al 


tifi, 
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fml  hitimatiofi  of  hit  lofs;  tbat  a  hw 
Such  feafts  would  entirely  mpdente  the 
keen  appetite  of  his  forrow,  which  he 
^pould  amrwardi  feed  with  left  precipi- 
lation. 

He  alfo  imparted  to  the  CafBliaOy  the 
^ao  of  a  monument,  which  he  had 
orfigned  for  the  incomparable  Moni- 
mia^  and  Don  Die^o  wat  fo  much 
Amck  with  the  defcnption,  that  he  fo- 
ficited  hit  advice  in  proie6ting  another, 
«f  a  diflbrent  nature,  to  be  erefted  to 
die  memory  of  hit  own  ill-fated  wife 
wmA  daughter,  fhould  he  ever  be  able  tQ 
tfe-eftabuih  himfeif  in  Spain. 


CHAP,    XXVIII. 

9B    RENEWS    THE    RITES   OP    SOR- 
HOW,  AND  IS  ENTRANCED. 

WHILE  they  amuied  themfelvet 
with  this  fort  of  converfation, 
tiie  phyiician  returned  with  the  coach, 
and  accompanied  them  back  to  their  inn, 
where  he  left  them  to  their  repofe,  after 
having  promised  to  call  again  at  noon, 
vod  conduct  Renaldo  to  the  houfe  of 
Madam  Clement,  the  benefa£Vrefs  of 
Monimia,  to  whom  he  eagerly  defired  to 
be  introduced. 

The  appointment  wat  obferved  with 
9II  imaginable  punctuality  on  both  Hdet. 
Melville  had  arrayed  himfelf  in  a  fuit 
of  deep  mourning,  and  he  found  the 
good  lady  in  the  like  habit,  aJTumed  upon 
dte  fame  occafion :  thegoodnefs  of  her 
heart  was  manifeft  in  her  countenance  i 
the  fenfibility  of  the  youth  difcovered 
itfeif  in  a  flood  of  teais,  which  he  fbed 
at  her  s^pearance.  His  fenfations  were 
too  full  for  utterance  ^  nor  was  (be,  for 
fometime,  able  to  give  him  welcome: 
while  Aie  led  him  by  the  hand  to  a  feat, 
the  drops  of  lympathy ruihedinto either 
eye;  and  at  length  (he  broke  Hlence, 
laying,  '  Count,  we  muft  acquiclce  in 

*  the  difpenfations  of  Providence  ;  and 

*  quiet    the  ^tranfports  of    our  grief, 
<  with  a  full  ail\irance  that  Monimia  is 

*  happy.' 

This  name  was  the  key  that  un- 
locked the  faculty  of  his  ipeech.  '  I 
«  muft  ftrive,'  faid  he,  <  to  eafe  the  an- 

*  guifli  of  my  heart  with  that  confo- 

*  lation.     But  (ay,  humane,  benevg- 

*  lent  lady,  to  whofe  compaflTion  and 

*  ger.er<ifity  that  haplefs  orphan  wat  in- 
\  debtcd  for  the  lalt  peaceful  g^omcot 


*  the  enioyed  npoa  ctr^i  %»  in  ^ 

<  your  acquaiotancp  with  huinan  na^ 

*  tu»,  in  al)  your  intercovrlb  wktk  t|i« 

*  daughter  of  men»  in  all  the  d^vpifie 

*  of  your  charity  aa4  beiieficaBce^  4id. 

*  yon  ever  obferve  fuch  fwcctacfi,  pn^ 
'  rity,  and  truth  i  fuch  beaiity»  dew, 

<  and  |>erfeftion,  as  that  which  waa  the 

*  inheritance  of  her  wboft  fate  I  (hall 

<  for  ever  deplore?  ^-^^  She  waSfiiideBd>* 
replied  the  Jady,  <  the  b^ft^  and  frialk 

*  of  our  fex.' 

Thit  wat  the  t^egjontng  of  a  coiiver- 
fiition  touching  thatloveiy  victim,  in  th^ 
«ourf«  of  which,  he  pipbin^  thefc 
wicked  arts  which  Fathpin  pradi^  t» 
alienate  his  afieftions  from  the  ador« 
able  Monimia )  and  ihe  defcribed  (be 
cunning  hints  and  falie  in6puat>on$  hys 
which  that  traitor  had  afper(ed  the  lua-k 
fufpe^ing  lover,  and  foiled  hit  char^f  •. 
ter  in  the  opinion  of  the  virtuous  er«% 
phan.  The  intelligence  he  obtained  0a 
this  occafion,  addea  indignation  to  hi* 
grief  ^  the  whole  myftery  of  Mommia*ai 
behaviour,  which  he  conld  not  bffot^ 
explain,  now  ftood  difclo&d  before  him  | 
he  faw  the  gradual  progzeft  of  that  iar 
fernal  plan,  which  had  been  laid  for 
their  mutual  ruin;  and  hit  Xbol  una 
inflamed  with  fuch  dcitre  oS  vengepp^, 
that  he  would  have  taken  hit  IcaTe  ah-, 
ruptly,  in  order  to  (eton  fbotaninune* 
diate  enquiry  about  the  per&dioaa  autbpe 
of  hitwrongt,  that  he  might  externi-* 
nate  fuch  a  monfter  of  iniquity  &Qpa 
the  face  of  the  earth  i  but  he  was  n- 
ftrained  by  Madam  Clement^  w^  gave 
him  to  underiiand,  that  Fathom  was 
already  overtaken  by  the.veiifp^nceot 
Ueavepi  for  flte  hud  tQKed  km  in ^11 
the  f:our(e  pf  hit  fortoney  from  iM*6ft 
appearance  in  the  medical  (pjJMiip  p^ 
his  total  ecUpie.  She  neprsftnted  ^ 
villain  at  a  wrelch  altogether  unwortlw 
of  hit  attention  2  (he  faid  he  was  ^ 
covered  with  intamy^  that  np  pqcf^n 
could  enter  the  lifts  againft  him,  with-, 
out  bearing  away  fome  ftain  of  ^iihp'* 
nour  i  that  he  wati  at  prefent,  pecuUiir-* 
ly  protected  by  the  law*  anci  C 
from  the  re&ntaient  of  r  '  ^ 
cavern  of  hit  d'iifffWi» 

Melville,  glowing  with  1  _  . 
that  he  wat  a  KcnomoiM  r<9|>Q|t» 
it  was  incumbent  on  every  foot  to  cruft  f 
that  it  was  the.  duty  nf  evety  man  10 
contribute  hit  whole  power  an  &e«ipg 
fociety  from  fnch  n  pernicions  hmoj^X 
«fMl  tl^t  if  4^|i  JAfo9C9^  {     '^ 


prefent,  peculi|Mr-> 
iw»  an(IM|M|d 

rith  ragBt^^HV 

M  r<9|>ent»  wmra 
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'imttmiitf*  vtrtueMid  flain-dealing 

I  Mil  r  "  ■  ' 


id 

withii 

I  be  «xptlM  from  the  habi - 
tittMtnt  of  meo.    '  Oter tnd  above  tbefe 

«  moHva/  faid  he,  *  I  owo  mjrfelf  (b  ^  ^        

<  vitiated  with  the  allay  of  human  paT-     to  conceal  his  difpleafure,  he  addiefle^ 

*  fai  and  infirmity,  that  I  defiit,  I     himfelf  to  the  Hebrew,  with  great  ib- 

*  eagerly  pant  for  an  occafion  of  meet<      '       '^    -^  .^    «      --^   -  -    . 


thia  infonnatioii,  he  could  not  hdp  cyiog 
the  Spaniard  at  table,  with  fuch  a  pai« 
ticular  ftare,  that  Don  Diego  perceived 
hia  attention,  and  took  umbrage  at  th« 
freedom  of  hit  regard.     Being  unable 


'  iDff  biro  hand  to  hand^  where  I  may 

*  upbraid  him  with  hie  treachery,  and 

*  ihowcr  down  vengeance  and  deiruc* 

*  tion  on  hit  perfidiout  head/ 

Then  he  recounted  the  aaecdottt  of 
our  adventurer,  wbSefa  he  had  learned 
in  Germany  and  Flakideri,  and  conclud- 
ed with  declaring  hit  unaltemble  refo- 
Jution  of  releafing  him  from  gaol,  that 
he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  fa« 
crificing  him  with  hie  own  hand  to  the 
manet  of  Monimia.  The  difcreet  lady, 
perceiving  the  perturbation  of  his  mindf 
would  not  farther  combat  the  impetu- 
^tj  of  hit  paflion  {  contenting  licrfelf 
with  exaaing  a  promile,  that  he  would 
not  execute  hit  punofe,  until  he  Ihould 
have  deliberated  tkree  dayt  nfon  the 
coniequcncca  by  whkh  a  ftep  of  that 
kind  might  be  attended  $  before  the  ex- 
'piiation of  that  tferm,  Rethought  mea- 
furea  might  be  taken  to  prevent  the 
voung  gentleman  from  expofing  hie 
life  or  reputation  to  unneceflary  hasard. 
.  Having  complied  with  her  requeft  in 
this  particular,  he  took  hit  leave)  after 
he  had,  by  repeated  entreatiet,  prevailed 
upon  her  to  accept  a  jewel,  in  token  of 
hit  veneration  for  the  kind  benefa^iviii 
•f  hit  deeeaied  Monimia  t  nor  coiUd 
hit  generout  heart  be  fatitfied,  until  lie 
had  foreed  a  confiderable  prelent  on  the 
humane nhyiician,  who  had  attended  lier 
in  herlaft  momeott,and  now  dilcovcieJ 
a  particular  fympathy  and  concern  for  twr 
defponding  lover«  This  gentleman  at- 
tended him  to  the  houTe  of  the  benevo- 
lent Jolkua,  where  they  dined,  and 
where  Don  Di^'wat  recommended, 
in  tlie  moft  fervid  termt  of  friendihip, 
to  the  ^ood  offices  of  their  ho{^.  Not 
that  this  duty  was  performed  in  prefence 
of  the  ftrangcr,Rcnaldo*s  delicacy  would 
not^»ofe  his  friend  to  fuch  actuation  $ 
while Ae  phyfician,  before  dinner,  en- 
tertaiied  that  ftrangor  in  one  apartment, 
Melville  ^thdirw  into  another,  with 
ihe  Jew,  to  whom  he  difclofed  the  af- 
fair of  the  Calblian,  with  certain  cir- 
cumftartcet,  which  ihall,  in  due  time, 
ht  revealed. 

Jofliut't  curiofity  being  wlietted  by 


lemnity  in  the  Spanifli  tongue,  laying^ 

*  Signior,  is  there  any  Angularity  m 

*  my  appearance  f  or,  do  you  recoiled 

*  the  features  of  Don'Diego  De  Zelos  ?* 

*  Signior  Don  Diegu,*  replied  tbn 
other  in  pure  Caftilian,  '  I  crave  your 

*  pardon  for  the  rudenefs  of  my  curi- 

*  ofity,  which  prompted  me  to  furvef 
'  a  nobleman,  whofe  charafter  I  levere^ 

<  and  to  whofe  misfortunes  I  am  n» 

*  ftanger  $  indeed,  were  curiofity  alone 

*  concerned,  I  ihould  be  without  ex* 
^  cufe,  but  as  I  am  heartily  inclined  tn 

<  ferve  you,  at  far  at  my  weak  abilitiea 

<  extend,  I  hope  your  generofity  will 

*  not  impute  an^  little  involuntary  trefl 

*  paft  or  pun6^ilio  to  my  want  or  cor- 

*  diality  orefteem/ 

The  Spaniard  wat  not  only  appeafed 
by  this  apology,  but  alfo  affeaed  with 
the  compliment,  and  the  language  in 
which  it  was  conveyed.  He  thanked 
the  Jew  for  hit  kind  declaration,  intreat. 
ed  him  to  bear  with  the  peevifi&nelt  of  t 
difpofition,  fore  with  the  galling  hand 
of  aflU&ion ;  and,  turning  up  hit  eyes 
to  Heaven,  *  Were  it  po^Tible,*  cried 
he,  *  for  fate  to  reconcile  contradiSions^ 

*  and  recal  the  irremeable  current  of 
'  events,   I  would  now  believe,   that 

*  there  wat  happinefs  ftill  in  referve  £ar 

*  the  forlorn  2eIos  $  now  that  I  tread 
'  the  land  of  freedom  and  humanityi 

<  now  that  I  find  myielf  befriended  by 
'  the  moft  generous  of  men.    Alas]  t 

*  a(k  not  happinefs !  if,  by  the  kind  en- 

*  deavours  of  the  gallant  Count  De 

*  Melville,  to  whom  I  am  already  in- 

*  debted  for  my  life }  and  by  the  etfbi  ts 
'  of  his  friends,  the  honour  of  my  name 

*  (hall  be  purified  and  cleared  from  the 

<  poifonous  ftains  of  malice,  by  which  it 

*  isatprefentrpotted;  I  (hall  then  enjor 

*  all  that  fatista6kion,  which  deftiny  can 

*  beltow  upon  a  wi etch  whole  woes  a(« 

*  incurable.' 

Renaldo  comforted  him  with  tlie  af- 
fiirance  of  his  being  on  the  eve  of  tri- 
umphing over  his  adverfaris)  $  and  Jo- 
(liua  confirmed  the  confolation,  by  giving 
him  tounderltand,  that  he  had  cone- 
fpondents  in  Spain,  of  fome  influence 
in  the  (latei  that  he  had  alieady  written 

to 
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to  tT)Ciii  on  the  fubjeft  of  Don  DJego, 
in  confequence  of  a  letter  which  he  had 
received  trom  Melville,  while  he  tarried 
at  Mens,  and  that  he,  every  poft,  ex- 
pelled a  favourable  anfwei'  on  that  fub- 

jea: 

After  dinner,  the  phyfician  took  his 
leave,  though  not  before  he  had  pro- 
mifed  to  meetRenaldo  at  night,  and  ac- 
company him  in  the  repetition  of  his 
midnight  vifit  to  Monimia*s  tomb ;  for 
this  pilgrimage  the  unfortunate  youth 
refolved  nightly  to  perform,  during  the 
whole  time  of  his  refidence  in  England; 
It  was,  indeed,  a  fort  of  pleafui-e,  the 
profpcfl  of  which  enabled  him  to  bear 
ihe  toil  of  living  through  the  day  5 
though  his  patience  was  almoft  quite 
exhaulted  before  the  hour  of  aflignation 
irrived. 

When  the  doftor  appeared  With  the 
coach,  he  leaped  into  it  with  great  eagcr- 
nefs,  after  he  had,  with  much  difilculty, 
prevailed  with  Don  Diego  to  day  at 
home,  on  account  of  his  health,  which 
was  not  yet  pert'eftly  eftabliflied.  The 
Caltilian,  however,  would  not  comply 
<^ith  his  requeH,  tintil  he  had  obtained 
the  count's  promife,  that  he  fhould  be 
permitted  to  accompany  him  next  night, 
^nd  take  that  duty  alternately  with  the 
phyfician. 

About  midnight  they  reached  the 
place,  where  they  found  fhe  fexton  in 
waiting,  according  to  the  orders  he  had 
received;  the  door  was  opened,  the 
thourner  condu6led  to  the  tomb,  and 
left  as  before  to  the  gloom  of  his  own 
meditations.  Again  he  laid  himfelf 
on  the  cold  giound ;  again  he  renew- 
ed his  lamentable  ftrain;  his  imagina- 
tion began  to  be  heated  into  an  ex- 
tafy  of  enthufialm,  during  which,  he 
again  fervently  invoked  the  fpirit  of  his 
deceafed  Monimia. 

In  the  midft  of  (hefe  invocations,  his 
ear  was  fuddenly  invaded  with  the  found 
of  fomc  few  folemn  notes,  ifTuing  from 
the  organ,  which  fcemed  to  feel  theim- 
piilfe  of  an  invifible  hand. 

At  this  awful  falutation,  Melville 
was  rouzed  to  the  keeneft  fenfe  of  fur- 
prize  and  attention  :  reafon  (hrunk  be- 
fore the  thronging  ideas  of  his  fancy, 
which  reprefented  this  mufick  as  the 
prelude  to  fomething  ftrange  and  fuper- 
natural ;  and,  while  he  waited  for  the 
fequel,  the  place  was  fuddenly  illumi- 
nated, and  each  furrounding  objeft 
brought  under  the  cognizance  of  his  eye. 


What  pafled  within  his  mind  cm  thii^ 
occa(ion,  is  not  eafy  to  be  defcribcd  r 
all  his  faculties  were  fwallowed  up  by 
tbofe  of  feeing  and  of  hearing }  he  bad 
mechanically  nikd  himfelf  upon  one 
knee,  with  his  body  advancing,  for* 
wards;  and  in  this  attitude  be  gazed 
with  a  look,  through  which  his  ibul 
feemed  eager  to  efcape.*  To  bis  view, 
thus  (trained  upon  Tscant  fpice,  in  a 
few  minutes  appeared  the  figure  of  a 
woman  arrayed  in  white,  with  a  vei( 
that  covered  her  face,  and  flowed  down 
upon  her  back  and  (houlders.  The 
phantom  approached  him  with  an  eafy 
ftep,  and,  lifting  up  her  veil,  difcovered 
(believe  it,  O  reader !}  the  individual 
countenance  of  Monimia. 

At  fight  of  thefe  well  -known  features^ 
feemingly  improved  with  new  celeftial 
graces,  the  youth  became  a  ftatue,  ex* 
prefling  amazement,  love,  and  awful 
adoration.  He  faw  the  apparition  fmile* 
with  meek  benevolence,  divine  compaf- 
fion,  warmed  and  intendered  by  that 
fond,  pure  ilame^  which  death  ceroid 
not  extinguifli :  he  heard  the  voice  of 
his  Monimia  call  Renaldo  I  Thrice  he 
effayed  to  anfwer;  as  oft  his  tongue  de-* 
nied  it's  office :  his  hair  ftood  upright, 
and  a  cold  vapoufr  ieemed  to  thriU 
through  every  nerve.  This  was  not 
fear,  but  the  mfirmity  of  human  nature, 
opprclfed  by  the  prefence  of  a  fuperioc' 
being. 

At  length  his  agony  was  overcome]' 
he  recolleiled  all  his  refolution,  and  in 
a  ftrain  of  awe-ftrucle  rapture,  thus  ad« 
dreffed  the  heavenly  viHtant.      *  Haft 

<  thou  then  heard,  pure  fpirit,  the  wail- 

*  ingsof  mygrref  ?  Haft  thou  defcend* 

*  ed  from  the  realms  of  blifs,  in  pity  ta 
'  my  woe  >  and  art  thou  come  to  fpeak 
'  the  words  of  peace  to  ray  defponding 

*  Ibul?  To  bid  the  wretched  fmiJe.*  ta 

*  lift  the  load  of  mifery  and  care  from 

<  the  afHiaed  breaft$  to  fill  diy  lover's 

*  heart  with  joy  and  pleafing  hope,  war 

*  (till  the  darling  taik  of  my  Monimia, 

<  ere  yet  refined  to  ^at  perfection  which 

<  mortality  can  never  attain  :  no  won* 

*  der,  then,  bleft  (hade,  that  now,  when 

*  reunited  to  thy  native  heaven,  thou  art 

*  ftill  kind,  propitious^and  beneficent,  ta 

*  us,who  groan  in  this  inhofpitable  vale 
'  of  fbrrow  thou  haft  left ;  tell  me,  ah  I 
'  tell  me,doftthou  ftill  remember  thofe 
'  fond  hours  we  pafled  together  ?   Doth 

*  that  enlightened  bofbm  feel  a  pang  of 

*  ibft  regret,  when  thou  reoaUeft  our  fa* 

«  lal 
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*  bd  iep«ntien>  Sort  tlut  OHeketiod 
'  glance  bcTpokt  thy  fyfRfiathy  1  Ah  I 
f  how  thattevdcr  loik  overpowers  me  t 
'  Sacnd  Heaven !  the  prarly  dropi  of 

*  pity  trtekle  «i«wn  thy  cheeks  !     Such 

*  are  the  tears  that  w^\t  ihcd  over 
'  man's  diftrefsl     Turn  not  away  f 

*  thou  bcckoocft  me  to  follow^  yes,  i 
'  will  folkiw  thc*»  setherial  fpirit,  as  far 

<  as  thefe  weak  limbs,  encumbered  with 

*  mortaftty,  wiU  bear  my  weight  \  and 

*  would  to  Heafven  I  could,  with  eaie, 
'  put  off  ihefe  Tile,  corporeal  Ifaackles, 

*  and  attend  thy  flight  1* 

So  faying,  he  llarted  from  the  ground, 
iffid  in  a  transit  uf  eag0rel(pt:£tation» 
at  awitil  diftance,  traced  the  footAeps 
of  the  apparition  J  which,  entciing  a  de-« 
tacfatd  apartment,  funk  down  upon  a 
chair,  and  with  a  figh  exclaimed,  *  In* 

*  4ct6f  this  is  too  mttcb  {*  Whnt  was 
the  disorder  of  Renaldo's  mind,  when 
he^rceivtd  this  phteDOinenun  !  Before 
tffledion  could  perform  it's  office,  mov- 
ed by  a  fodden  impu LTe,  he  fprvng  for« 
wards,  crying,  *  If  it  be  death  to  touch 

*  thee,  let  me  diet*  and  caught  in  hit 
arms»Bot  the  fltadow,  but  the  wsiiu  fub« 
Ihinceof  theallaccompli/hrd  Monimia4 

*  Myfterious  ^powers  of  Providence  I 

*  this  is  no  phantom  !  this  is  no  Oiadel 

*  this  is  the  life,  the  panting  bofom  of 
'  her  whom  I  have  io  longj  fo  bitterly 

*  deplored!  I  fold  licr  in  my  arms !  I 

*  pref^  her  glowing  breaft  to  mine !  I 
'  fee  her  blnfli  with  virtuous  pleafure 
'  and  ingenuous  love  I  flie  fmiles  upon 

*  me  wito  iochanttng  tendemefs !  O  let 

*  me  gase  on  that  tranicendent  beauty, 

*  which  the  more  I  view  it»  ravi(hes  the 
'  more!    Thelii  charms  are  too  intenfej 

*  I   licken  while  I   gasel     Merciful 

*  Heaven  I  is  not  this  a  mere  illufion  of 

*  the  biain?  Was  ihe  not  fled  for  ever? 

*  Had  not  the  c6Id  hand  of  death  di^ 
'  vorced  her  from  my  hope?  This  muft 

*  be  fome  flatteiing  viiioii  of  my  diftem- 

*  pered  fancy !  peihaps  fome  foothing 

*  <lreamt  if  fuch  it  be,  grant,  O  ye 
'  faeavtaly  powers  1  that  I  inay  never 
«  wake.' 

'  O  gentle  youth!*  replied  the  beau- 
teous orphan,  ftill  clafped  in  his  em- 
brace, *  what  joy  now  fills  the  bofom  of 

*  Moniffiia,  at  this  triumph  of  thy  vir- 
«  tuc  and  thy  hove  f    Whan  I  fee  thefe 

<  tranfpoi ta of  thy  afi&flion,  when  I  find 

*  thee  reftored  to  that  place  in  my  eftc^m 

*  and  admii-ation,  which  thou  hadflloft 

<  by  liiA  arts  of  calunoy  and  ma&icis  I 
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*  This  is  aiaaetiBjrwliiclJWfmdkflui'' 

*  giitne  hopee  dueft  not  nreftfpl* 

So  entirely  wn  the  ineukict  ^  fte- 
naldo  engrofTed  in  the  contemplnim  oi 
his  reftored  Mintmia,  that  he  fitw  ioc 
the  reft  of  the  company,  who  #e|ii  wiili 
tranfport  over  this  affefting  fbene :  btf 
was  therefore  amazed  at  the  interpofitioa 
of  Madam  Clement)  who,  while  tht 
fltower  of  fympathetick  pleafure  bedesr^ 
ed  her  cheeks,  oongraitolated  iIr  lovera 
upon  this  happy  event,  cryingi  *  TheA 
<  are  the  Joys  which  virtne  calls  her 

*  own.*  Tliey  alio  received  thecom* 
pliments  of  a  reverend  clergyman 9  wh<t 
told  Monimia,  fhe  had  resped  at  hift 
the  fruits  of  iJiat  pioos  refjgnation  to 
the  wiU  of  Heaven,  which  ^  bad  f9 
devoutly  pn£tikd  during  the  lettp  of 
her  afHi£lioo:  and,  laftly,  they  wef« 
accofted  by  the  phyficiati,  who  was  not 
quite  (o  hackneyed  in  the  wnys  of 
death,  or  fo  callous  to  the  £aer  Itnin^ 
tions  of  the  fooL,  but  that  he  blubbered 
plenrifitlly,  waike  he  pesmonad  Heawrit 
in  behalf  of  tiicb  an  accoispiilhsd  and 
dcierving  pair. 

Monimia,  uking  Madam  Ckmant 
by  the  band,  'Whatever  joy,'  faid  flie, ' 

*  Reoaldo  derives  from  this  ocoaflon, 

*  is  owing  to  the  bounty^  the  compaf- 

*  fion,  and  maternal  care  of  this  incom- 
'  parable  iady,  togrthcr  with  the  kind 

*  admonitions  and  humanity  «f  tbel<» 

*  two  worthy  gentlemen.'' 
Melville,  whoie  paflions  were  ftill  in 

agitation,  and  whofe  n;iind  could  not 
yet  digeft  the  incidents  that  occnrvedy 
embraced  them  all  by  turns  |  but,  like 
the  faithful  needle,  which,  though 
fl)aken  for  an  intrant  from  it's  poise, 
immediately  regains  it^s  true  direflion, 
and  points  invariably  to  the  pole,  he 
fooo  returned  to  his  Monimia ;  aga'm  he 
held  her  in  hie  arms  ;  again  ha  drank 
tnchantmcnt  from  her  eyes,  and  thus 
poured  forth  the  effufions  of  his  foul. 
«  Can  I  then  truft  the  evidence  of  fenfe  f 

*  And  art  thou  really- to  my  wifti  re* 

*  ftored  ?  Never,  O  never,  did  thy  beau- 

*  ty  fhine  with  fuch  bewitching  givce, 
'  as  that   which  now  confounds  and 

*  captivates  my  view  I  fu  re  there  is  fome* 

*  thing  moi-e  than  mortal  in  thy  looks  I 
«  Where  haft  thou  lived  ?  Wliere  bor, 
■  rowed  this  pcrfc^lion?    Whence   art 

*  thou  nowtJefcendcd  ?    Oh  '   i  am  ail 

*  amaaement, joy» and  feat!  Thou  wilt 

*  nbi  leav<:  mel  no,  we  muft  not  part 

*  agsiat  by  this  warm  kil's,  atiiMiinnd 

C  c  «  times 
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*  times  more  fweet  than  all  the  fnierance 

*  of  the  Eafty  we  sever  more  will  part  I 

*  O  this  it  rapture,  extafy,  and  what  no 
<  language  can  explain  !* 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  ejaculations,  he 
ravilhed  a  banquet  from  her  glpwing 
lips,  that  kindled  in  his  heart  a  flame, 
which  ruflied  through  every  vein,  and 
glided  to  his  marrow  t  this  was  a  privi- 
lege he  had  never  claimed  before,  and 
now  permitted  as  a  recompence  for  all 
the  penance  he  had  fuiFered;  neverthe- 
lefs,  the  cheeks  of  Monimia,  who  was 
altogether  unaccuftomed  to  fuch  fami- 
liarttiesy  underwent  a  total  fufFufton; 
And  Madam  Clement  difcreetly  relieved 
her  from  the  anxiety  of  her  fituation, 
by  interfering  in  the  difcourfe,  and  ral- 
lying the  count,  upon  his  endeavours  to 
monopolize  fuch  a  branch  of  happinefs. 

<  O  my  dear  lady  !^  replied  Renaldo, 
who  by  this  time  had,  in  fome  meafure, 
recovered  his  recolle^ion,  *  forgive  the 

*  wild  tranfports  of  a  fond  lover,  who 

*  hath  Co  unexpectedly  retrieved  the  jew- 
<  el  of  his  foul  I  yet,  far  from  witfhing 

*  to  hoard  up  his  treafure,  he  means  to 

*  communic:>te  and  difhife  his  happinefs 

*  to  all  his  friends.— O  my  Monimia ! 
'  how  will  th&pleafure  of  this  hour  be 

*  propagated!     As  yet  thou  knoweft 
'  not  all  the  blifs  that  is  referved  for 

*  thy  enjoyment :  meanwhile,  Ilongto 

*  learn. by  what  contrivance  this  happy 

*  interview  hath  been  effected  ;  Hill  am 
'  I  ignorant  how  I  was  tranfported  into 

*  this  apartment,  from  the  lonely  vault 

*  in  which  I  mourned  over  my  fuppoPed 

*  misfortune!' 


CHAP.    XXIX. 

TH£  MYSTERY  UNFOLDED.  aU- 
OTHER  RECOGNITION  i  WHICH, 
IT  IS  TO  BE  HOPED,  THE  READER 
COULD  NOT  FORESEE. 

THE  French  lady  then  explained 
the  whole  myftery  of  Monimia*s 
death,  as  a  (Iratagem  flie  had  concerted 
with  the  clergyman  and  do^or,  in  or- 
der to  defeat  the  «pernieious  defigns  of 
Fathom,  who  feemed  determined  to  fup- 
port  his  falfe  pretenGons,  by  dint  of 
perjury  and  fraud,  which  they  would 
iKava  found  it  very  diific:.!t  to  elude. 
6he  obfcarv^ed,  that  the  phyfician  had 
a^ually  defpaired  of  Monimia'S  life, 
and  a  was  aot  till  after  flic  herlelf  was 


made  acquainted  with  the  progno(Eick# 
that  flie  wrote  the  letter  to  Renaldo^ 
which  (he  committed  to  the  care  of  Ma- 
dam Clement,  with  an  earneft  intreaty, 
that  it  fliould  not  be  fent  till  after  her 
deceafei  but  that  ladv  believing  the 
count  had  been  certainly  abufed  by  his 
treacherous  confident,  difpatched  the 
billet  without  the  knowledge  of  Moni- 
mia, whofe  health  was  reftored  by  the 
indefatigable  care  of  the  phyiician,  and 
the  fage  exhortations  of  the  cXtrejmatn^ 
by  which  flie  was  reconciled  to  fife,  la 
a  word,  the  villainy  of  Fathom  bad  in- 
fpired  her  with  fome  faint  hope  that 
Renaldo  might  ftill  be  innocent  j  and 
that  notion  contributed  not  a  little  to 
her  cure. 

The  letter  having  fo  eftefhially  an- 
fwered  their  warmett  hopes,  in  bring- 
ing back  Renaldo  fuch  a  pattern  of  con - 
Ibncy  and  love ;  the  confederates,  in 
confequence  of  his  enthuftaftick  forrow, 
had  planned  this  meeting  as  the  moft  in- 
terefting  way  of  retioring  two  virtuous 
lovers  to  the  arms  of  each  other;  for 
which  purpofe  the  good  clergyman  had 
pitched  upon  his  own  church,  and  in* 
dulged  them  with  the  ufe  of  theve(lry, 
in  which  they  now  wei-e  prefcnted  with 
a  fmall  but  elegant  collation. 

Mslville  heard  this  fuccinfl  detail 
with  equal  joy  and  admiration ;  he  pour- 
ed forth  the  dilates  of  his  gratitude  to 
the  piefervers  of  his  happinefs :  *  This 

*  church,"  faid  he,  '  (hall  henceforth 
'  poflfefs  a  double  (hare  of  my  renera- 

*  tion  }  this  holy  man  wili»  I  hope,  ii- 

*  nifh  the  charitable  work  he  has  begun, 
'  by  tying  thofe  bands  of  our  happinefs* 

*  which  nought  but  death  (hall  hav6 

*  powerto  unbind.*  Then  turning  to  that 
obje^  which  was  the  iiar  of  his  regard, 

*  Do  I  not  over- rate,'  faid  he,  «  my 

*  intcreft  with  the  fair  Monimia  V  She 
made  no  verbal  reply  ^  but  anfwered  by 
an  emphatick  glance,-  more  eloquent 
than  all  the  powers  of  rhetorick  and 
ipeech.  This  language,  which  is  uni* 
verial  in  the  world  of  love,  be  perfeftly 
well  uuderllood  ;  and  in  token  of  that 
faculty,  lealed  the  alTent  which  flie  had 
ftniled,  with  a  kifs  imprinted  on  her 
polilhed  forehead. 

In  order  to  didipate  thofe  interefilng 
ideas,  which,  by  being  too  long  indulg- 
ed, might  have  endangered  his  reafon. 
Madam  Clement  intreated  him  to  en* 
tertain  the  company  with  »  detail  of 
what  had  happened  to  hun  in  his  bft 

juumey 
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|oumey  to  the  eropiiVj  «nd  Monimia 
exprclted  a  defire  of  knowing,  in  parti- 
cular, theiifue  of  his  conteft  with  Count 
Trcbafi,  who,  (be  knew,  had  ufurped 
the  fuccedion  of  his  father. 

Thas  folicited,  he  could  not  refufe 
to  gratify  their  curiofity  and  concern  ; 
he  explained  his  obligations  to  the  be- 
nevolent Jew;  related  the  fteps  he  had  ta- 
ken at  Vienna  for  the  recovery  of  his 
inheritance  J  informed  them  of  his  hap- 
py rencounter  with  his  father-in-law; 
.  of  his  fitter's  deliverance  and  marriage; 
of  the  danger  into  which  his  life  had  been 
precipitat^  by  the  news  of  Monimia*s 
death ;  and,  Ia(tly,  of  his  adventure 
with  the  banditti,  in  favour  of  a  gen  • 
tleman,  Vbo  he  afterwards  underHtood 
had  been  robbed  in  the  moft  bafe  and 
barbarous  manner  by  Fathom.  He  like- 
wile,  to  ^he  aftoniHiment  of  all  prefent,' 
and  of  his  miftrefs  in  particular,  com- 
municated feme  circumftances,  which 
fliali  appear  in  due  feafon. 

Monimia*s  tender  frame  being  quite 
fatigued  with  the  fcene  the  had  aaed, 
and  her  mind  overwhelmed  with  the 
profperous  tidings  ihe  had  heard,  after 
having  joined  the  congratulations  of  the 
company,  on  the  good  fortune  of  her 
Renaldo,  begged  leave  to  retire,  that  flie 
might  by  repofe  recruit  her  exhauftrd 
ibirits  ;  and  the  night  being  pretty  far 
^vent,  (he  was  conduced  by  her  lover 
to  Madam. Clement's  coach,  that  ftood 
in  waiting,  in  which  alfo  the  reft  of  the 
company  made  ikift  to  embark,  and 
were  carried  to  the  houfc  of  that  good 
lady;  where,  after  they  were  invited  to 
dincy  and  Melville  intreated  to  bring 
Don  Diego  and  the  Jew  along  with  them, 
they  took  leave  of  one  another,  and  re  - 
tired  to  their  refpeflive  lodgings  in  a 
tranfport  of  joy  and  fatisfaflion. 

As  iPor  Renaldo,  his  rapture  was  ilill 
mixed  with  apprehenfion,  that  all  he  had 
feen  and  heard  was^  no  more  than  an 
unfubftantial  vifion,  raifed  by  fome  gay 
delirium  of  a  diibrdered  imagination. 
While  his  breafl  underwent  thole  vio- 
lent, though  blifsfui  emotions  of  joy  and 
admiration,  his  friend  the  Caftilian  fpent 
the  night  in  ruminating  over  his  own 
calamities,  and  in  a  fenous  and  fevere 
review  of  his  own  condu^.  He  com- 
pared his  own  behaviour  with  that  of 
the  young  Hungarian,  and  found  himfelf 
fo  light  in  the  fcale,  that  he  fmote  his 
brealt  with  violence,  exclaiming  in  an 
agony  of  temorfe* 
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*  Count  Melville  has  reafbn  to  grieve, 
Don  Diego  to  defpair;  bis  misfor- 
tunes flow  from  the  villainy  of  man* 
kind,  mine  are  the  fruit  of  my  own 
madnefs  t  he  laments  the  lo(t  of  a 
roiftrefs,  who  fell  a  facrifice  to  the 
perfidious  arts  of  a  crafty  traitor;  flic 
was  beautiful,  viituous,  accompliflied^ 
and  affeflionate ;  he  was  frausht  with 
fen  Ability  and  love.  Doubtlers,  his 
henrt  mu(t  have  deeply  fu(Fered|  his 
behaviour  denotes  the  keennefs  of  his 
woe;  his  eyes  are  ever  flowiiie  foun* 
tains  of  tears ;  his  bofom  the  nabita* 
tion  of  fighs;  five  hundred  leagues 
hath  he  nieafured  in  a  pilgrimage  to 
her  tomb ;  niehtly  he  vihts  the  dreary 
vault  where  (he  now  lies  at  reft  s  her 
folitary  ^-ave  is  his  couch ;  he  con- 
verfes  with  darknefs  and  the  dead, 
until  each  lonely  aide  re-echoes  bis  dif- 
trefs.  What  would  be  bia  penance, 
had  he  my  caufe  i  were  he  confciooa 
of  having  murdered  a  beloved  wife  and 
darlin|;daughter!  Ah,wretch  1  ah,  cruel 
homicide!  what  had  thofe  dear  vie* 
tims  done  to  merit  fuch  a  fate  f  Were 
they  not  ever  gentle  and  obedient, 
ever  aiming  to  give  thee  fatitfaftion 
and  delight !  Say,  that  Seraiina  was 
enamoumi  of  a  peafant ;  fay,  that  flie 
had  degenerated  from  the  honour  of 
her  race:  the  inclinations  are  invo- 
luntary; perhaps  that  ftranger  was  her 
equal  in  pedigree  and  worth.  Had 
they  been  fairly  queftioned,  they  might 
have  juftified,  at  leaft  excufedjthat  con- 
duft  which  appeared  fo  criminal ;  or 
had  they  owned  the  offence,  and  fup** 
plicated  pardon :  Oh,  barbarous  mon- 
fter  that  I  am !  was  all  the  hulband, 
was  all  the  father  extinguiftied  in  my 
heart  ?  How  ihall  my  own  errors  bie 
forgiven,  if  I  refufe  to  pardon  the  frail- 
ties of  my  own  blood ;  of  thofe  who 
are  moft  dear  to  my  affeAion !  Ye^ 
nature  pleaded  ftrongly  in  their  be- 
half! my  heart  was  burfting  while  [ 
difroifTed  them  to  the  fliades  of  death, 
I  was  maddened  with  revenge  1  I  was 
guided  by  that  litvage  principle  whicl| 
talfely  we  call  honour  t  accused  phan- 
tom  I  that  aflTumes  the  fpecious  title, 
and  mi'llead?  our  wretched  nation  1  Is 
ir  then  honourable  to  fculk  like  an  af-  ' 


faiTin,'  and  plunge  the  fecret  dagger 
)t  fome  unhappy  mail,  wl 


__  in 
the  h^art  of  fome  un)^appy  mail,  who 
hath  incurred  my  groundleis  jealoufy 
or  'fufpicion,  without  iindtilgmg  him 
with  that  opportunity  which  the  worft 
C  c  a  *  cf  imiual 
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<  crimioil  ^njoyt?  or  i»  it  honoorable 

*  to  poifoin  two  defenceUfs  women,  a 
f  tender  x^'th,   vn  tmiable  daughter, 

*  vhottcveo  afr<|wn  would  almoS  haie 
«  dtftrofcdl     Ob,  this  i$  cowardice, 

*  bnU?iitf,heII-bori  fury  and  revenge! 

*  Heaven  bath  notn>eFcy  to  forgiyc  fucb 
*  «  execrable  guilt.  Who  gave  tbee  power, 

*  abaadooed  ruffian,  over  the  lives  of 
«  thoie  whom  God  hath  Rationed  at  thy 

<  ieliowt  of  probation ;  over  thofe  ^N4iom 
i  he  had  feat  to  comfort  and  ailift  thee ; 
f  to  fweeten  all  thy  cares,  and  fraooth 
f  the  rough  uneven  paths  of  life  ?  Oh, 
«  I  am  doomed  to  never-eeaiing  horror 

*  and  remoi  fe  I  If  mifery  can  atone  for 

<  iuch  enormous  guilt,  I  have  felt  it  in 

<  Iheea^reme)  lil^e  an  undying  vulture, 
f  it  preys  upon  my  heart  j  to  forrow  I 
^  am  we44cd }  I  hug  that  teeming  co'?- 
'  fort  to  my  foul  s  never,  ah !  never  (hall 
f  we  part;  for  foon  as  my  fame  fliall 
f  filing  unclouded  by  the  cliarge  of  trea- 

'  *  fon  that  now  h^igs  over  it,  I  will  de- 
«  vote  my(blf  to  penitence  and  woe  j  a 
f  cold^damp  pavement  (hall  be  my  bed, 
f  my  raiment  ihail  be  iackc|oth,  the 
i  fields  ihall  furni(h  herbage  for  my  food, 
^  the  ftraam  ihall  quench  my  thirft,  the 
f  miniiles  Aiall  be  numbered  by  my 


«  grMH^Sj  the  aigtvc  be  privy  to  my 
f  Icraias  of  (brrow,  till  Heaven,  i a  pity 
f  tp  my  fuiScrings,  releafe  me  from  the 

<  faaance  I  endiiM-fperhaps  the  faints 
f  ^om  I  have  murdered  wiU  intercede 

*  ior  n»y  remi^on.* 

Such  was  the  ejpercife  of  grief  in  which 
the  haplefs  Caftiiian  confumed  the  nightj 
lie  had  not  yet  configned  himfelf  to 
9xft,  when  Renaldo  entering  his  pham^ 
ber,  diljplay«d  fuch  4  gleam  of  wildoefs 
and  rapture  in  hit  countenance,  as  over- 
v^heUned  him  with  amazement  $  for,  till 
that  moment,  hp  had  never  feen  his  vi- 
lage  unobfcured  with  woe.     f  Pardon 

*  this  abrupt  intrufion,  my  friend,*  cried 
Melville^  '  I  could  no  longer  withold 

*  froin  your  participation  the  great,  the 
f  unegcpefUd  turn,  which  hath  this  i^ight 
f  4iii>eUed  all  ray  ibnows,  and  reitored 
«  me  to  thit  fruition  of  inefifaUle  joy. 
f  Monimia  livf 9 1  the  fair,  t^ie  tender, 
f  the  virtuous  Monimia  lives,  and  fmiles 

<  \|ponmyvow4l  This  night  X  retrieved 
f  her  froin  the  eraye ;  I  heUl  h^r  in  thefe 
«  arins^  I  prcned  her  warm,  deliciouf 
f  lifi^  to  mipe  |  O,  I  am  giddy  with  in* 
f  tolerable  pleafure  V 

pon  Bii^o  was  confounded  at  this 
4i:;l4»ti9n|  wlMi:l^bo^o«$derrtH^ 


dfieft  of  a  diibrdered  brain:  he  ncref 
doubted  that  Renaldo*s  grief  had  at 
length  oi^er{H>wered  his  reafoa,  ,at)d  that 
his  words  were  the  effect  of  raej;e  frenzy » 
While  he  mufed  on  this  melancholy  fub- 
je£l,  the  oount  compofed  his  features ; 
and,  in  a  fuccincl  and  well-conneded 
detail,  explained  the  whole  myftery  of 
his  happinefs,  to  the  inexpreiEble  aito* 
niflimtnt  of  the  Spaniard,  who  (hed  tears 
of  fatisfa^lion,  and  l>raining  the  Hun* 
garian  to  his  breail,  *  O  my  ion  T  faid 
he,  <  you  fee  what  recompen^  Heaven 

*  hath  in  ftore  for  thofic  who  purfue  the 

*  paths  of  real  virtue  {  thofe  paths  from 

*  which  I  myfeif  have  been  fatally  mif- 

*  led  by  a  faichlefs  vapo4ir,  which  batii 
'  feduced  my  Heps,  and  left  me  dark* 

*  ling  in   the  abyfs   of  wrctchednefs. 

*  Such  as  you  defciihs  this  happy  fair, 
'  was  once  my  Serafina,  rich  in  eveiy 

*  grace  of  mind  and  body  which  nature 

*  could  beftow.  Had  it  pleafed  Heaveq 
'  to  blefs  her  witli  a  lover  like  Renaldo  1 

*  but  no  more,  the  irrevocable  fliaft  is 

*  fled  ;  I  will  not  taint  your  enioyment 

*  with  my  unavailing  fighs  V 
Melville  afiured  this  dilcon(bIate  fa* 

thrr,  that  no  pleafure,  no  avoca^ioq, 
(houlil  ever  So  entirely  ingrols  his  mind, 
but  that  he  (hould  (lili  find  an  hour  for 
fympatby  and  friend(hip :  he  commuoi  - 
caxed  the  invitadoa  of  Madam  Clement, 
and  infilled  upon  his  compliance,  that 
he  mighty  have  an  opportunity  of  fixing 
and  approving  the  ob|e£i  of  his  pai&OD. 

*  I  can  refufe  nothing  to  the  requeft  of 
'  Count  De  Melville,*  leplied  the  Spa- 
niard, *  and  it  were  ungrateful  in  roe  to 

*  decline  the.hpnour  yon  propofe.     1 

*  own  m^felf  inflamed  with  a  ddine  of 
'  beholding  a  young  lady,  whoie  per- 

*  feftions  I  have  ieen  re0c6led  in  )our 

*  forrow;  my  curiofity  is,    moreover, 

*  intereHed  on  account  of  that  humane 
'  g#tlewoman,  whofe  uncommon  ge* 

*  nei^iity  [helteivd  fuch  viitue  in iiitlrtis; 

*  but  my  difpoiicion  is  infe^lious,  and 

*  will » I  am  afraid,  hang  like  a  damp  op- 

*  on  the  general  fcr  il  i  v  i  ty  of  your  friends,* 

]V)elville  would  t^ke  no  d«<ual|  and^ 
having^obtained  his  confeat,  repauvd  ^ 
the  houfe  of  Jolhua,  wholVcounienance 
ieeined  tp  unbend  gradually,  into  a  total 
expreHion  of  joy  and  funrise,  as  be 
learned  the  circuinffaaces  of  this  ansaz* 
iog  event  t  he  faithfully  promijedto  at- 
tend the  count  at  the  appointed  hour* 
and  in  the  naeaa  time  eameftlycxliortei 
him  to  fake  fome  mol^  if  ^rder  to 
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i^iet  Hie  agitati^a  of  bit  fpirits*  whi^h 
muft  have  been  violently  hurried  <mtbi» 
occaiioa.  The  advice  wb«  falotsrys  and 
Reoeldo  refolved  to  toUow  it. 

He  returned  tcr  his  lodginga ,  and  laid 
hlmtelf  dowp ;  but,  notwitbftandine  the 
fatigue  he  had  undergone,  fleep  rerufed 
to  viiit  hit  eyelids,  all  hit  faculties  being 
kept  in  motion  by  the  ideas  that  croud- 
ed  fo  fail  upon  hU  imagination :  never- 
thelefs,  though  hit  mmd  continued  in 
agitation,  bit  body  vrat  refrelbedy  and 
he  aroie  in  the  forenoon  with  more  fcre- 
nfty  and  vigour  than  he  had  enjoyed  for 
mlny  roontht }  every  moment  hit  heart 
throbbed  with  new  rapture,,  when  be 
found  himielf  on  the  brink  of  pofleffing 
all  that  hit  foul  held  dear  and  amiable. 
^t  put  on  hit  gayeft  k»kt  and  apparel  | 
iniifted  upon  the  Caftilian't  doing  the 
lame  honour  to  the  occafion ;  and  the  al- 
teration of  dj-elt  produced  fuch  auadvan- 
tageout  change  in  the  appearance  of 
Don  Diego,  that  wben  Jofliua  arrived 
al  the  appointed  hour,  he  could  (carce 
recognise  hit  features,  and  compliment- 
ed hira  very  politely  on  the  improvement 
of  hit  looks. 

True  it  it,  the  Spaniard  was  a  per- 
ibnage  of  a  very  prepoflfe^ng  mien,  and 
noble  deportment  I  and  had  not  grief, 
by  increafmghts  native  gravity,  in  fome 
ineafure  difcompofed  the  fymmetry  of 
hit  countenance,  he  would  have  paAed 
f9r  a  man  of  a  very  amiable  and  engag- 
ing phyfiognomy.  They  fet  out  in  toe 
Jew's  coach  for  the  houfe  of  Madam 
Clement,  and  were  ufliered  into  an  a- 
paitment,  where  they  found  the  clergy* 
m4n  and  pliyfician  with  that  lady,  to 
whom  Don  Diego  and  tbeHebiew  were 
by  Melville  introduced. 

Before  they  had  feated  themfeives, 
Renaldo  enquired  about  the  health  of 
Monimia,  and  was  diie^ed  to  the  next 
room  by  Madam  Clement,  who  per- 
mitted him  to  go  thither,  and  condn^i 
her  to  the  company.  He  was  not  flow 
in  availing  himfeif  of  this  permiflion  1 
he  difappeared  in  an  inftant )  and,  dur- 
ing hit  Aiort  aWence,  Don  Diego  waf 
liraneel^F  difturbed ;  the  blood  flu  (bed, 
aikl  &rtj^k  bis  cheeks  by  turns;  a  cold 
vapour  ^med  to  ihiver  through  his 
aervet  1  and  at  his  breaft  he  felt  uncom* 
moo  palpitaticiif  Madam  CJemescob* 
ierved  hie  difcomppfurei  and  kindly  en- 
quited  into  the  cauie^  when  he  replied* 
•  I  have  fuch  an  inttreft  i0whatcaa«r 


*  imagmMioa  is  to  much  pnpoMbA 
'  with  the  perfe&iont  of  Moniiuia,  thai 
<  I  an,  at  it  wtre,  ifoni«ed  with  «<• 

*  pe^kation  i  yet  never  did  my  oiriofitf 
*.  before  raife  luch  tumults  u  tfaoA  thM 

*  now  agiute  my  boTom  1* 

He  had  fcarce  pronounced  thelt 
words,  when  the  door  rt-op<niiigi  Jte* 
naldo  led  in  this  minor  of  elegance  and 
beauty,  at  fight  of  whom  the  Ifraeliic'e 
countenance  was  diverted  into  a  Aaitof 
admiration.  But  if  fuch  vraa  the  aftat^ 
niihment  of  Joihua,  what  mtf  the  eaio- 
tiont  of  the  Caftiliaaf  wheB,  m  tha  baau* 
teous  orphan,  he  beheld  tha  individual 
features  of  his  long- loft  Serafiiaa  I 

Hit  £eelingt  are  not  to  be  dafcribad  | 
the  fond  parent,  whofe  aAe^ion  tfioota 
even  to  a  feofe  of  pain,  feels  not  half 
fuch  traolport,  when  he  unexpeaadly 
retrieves  a  darling  child  from  the  en  • 
gulpliing  hiiiows  or  devouri^  flame* 
The  hope  of  Zclos  had  been  totally  ex« 
tinguiihed  $  his  heart  had  been  ioccakat- 
ly  torn  with  anguifli  and  reaMde^  up« 
braiding  him  as  tha  nMwkfcr  of  Sara. 
fina.  Hi9,therefore»«eftttheadditioaal 
tranfporu  of  a  father  diihurdenod  of 
the  guilt  of  fuch  cuormoua  hamiddCk 
His  nerves  were  too  nauch  ovaqNiweaad 
by  this  fudden  reco|(oitioa,  ta  amaifiHl 
the  fcnfation  of  his  ibul  by  exienal 
figns.  He  ftarted  not,  nor  did  ha 
lift  an  hand  in  token  of  fufpnae;  ha 
moved  not  from  the  ipot  on  which  he 
ftood ;  but,  rivetting  hit  eyes  to  thofe 
of  the  lovely  phantom,  remained  with- 
out motion,  until  Ibe,  approaching  with 
her  lover,  fell  at  hie  feet,  and  chipmf 
his  knees,  exclaimed,  *  May  I  yet  calf 
«  you  father  V 

This  powerful  (hock  arnuuad  his 
faculties  i  a  cold  fweat  bedewed  his 
forehead)  his  knees  began  to  totter) 
he  dropped  upon  the  floor,  and  thi^wing 
his  arms  aropnd  her,  cried,  <  O  nature^ 
'  O  Serafina!  Merciful  Providence  I  thy 
*  ways  are  paft  Anting  out.'  So'  fayr 
ing,  he  fell  upon  her  neck,  and  wept 
aloud  (  the  tears  of  fympathetick  joy 
trickled  down  her  XJMkwy  bofom,  that 
heaved  with  rapture  ioaxpceiEblc.  Re* 
naldo*s  tye9  pouted  forth  the  briny 
Aream)  the  cheeks  of  Madam  Clement 
were  not  dry  in  this  con)un6lure)  fl» 
kneeled  by  Senifina,  kifled  her  with  all 
the  eagcmeTs  of  maternal  aflRafUon,  and 
with  uplifted  hands  adored  the  Power 
that  pra-ordaiaad  this  blcfled  event  s  tha 
$)«fg][iii«a  ao4  d9to  iatimately  fluured 

the 
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the  general  tranfport;  and  as  for  Joihiia, 
the  drops-  of  true  benerolence  flowed 
from  hts  eyes,  like  the  oi]  on  Aaron's 
beard,  while  he  (kipped  about  the  room 
in  an  -awkward  extafy,  and  in  a  voice 
refembling  the  hoarTe  notes  of  the  long- 
tared  tribe,  cried,  '  O  father  Abraham ! 
'  fwch  a  moving  fcene  hath  not  been 

*  d^td  iince  Jofeph  difcloied  himfelf  un- 

*  to  his  brethren  in  Eeypt!' 

Don  Diego  having  round  utterance  to 
his  pafiion,   proceeded  in  this  drain, 

*  O  1  my  dear  child  !  to  find  .rhee  thus 

*  again,  after  our  laft  unhappy  parting, 

*  is  wonderful!    miraculous!    BlciTed 

<  be  the  all -good.  Almighty  Power,  that 
«  faved  thee  for  this  hour  of  joy !   Yet 

*  while  my  heart  yearns  towai-ds  thee ; 

*  while  I  pant  with  inconceivable  af- 

*  ft&ioo,  and  thus  review  thefe  living 

<  features,  which  were  fo  16ng  my  ftudy 

*  and  delight,  I  dare  not  afk  by  what 

*  myfterious  means  this  meeting  is  ef. 

*  feAed  s  left,  in  the  fond  enquiry,  I 

*  find    my  prefent   bliis  unreal,  and 

*  awake  to  mifery  again  1* 

•  *  O  ever  honoured  father  T   (he  re- 
plied,   *  if  to  fee  your  Serafina  at  your 

*  feet,  melting  with  filial  love  and  ve- 
*'  neration,  can  impart  a  gleam  of  latis- 

*  faftion  to  your  breaft,  enjoy  that  plea- 

*  fure,  and  behold  her  now  reftored  to 

*  your  protef^ion   and    paternal    will, 

*  which  (he  never  more  will  difobey. 

*  Alas  I  had  Heaven  thought  proper  to 

*  reierve  another  parent  for  this  mter- 

*  view,  our  joys  had  been  compleatj 
'  but  (he  hath  already  paid  her  debt  to 
^  nature,  and  from  the  feats  of  blifs 

<  looks  down  well  picafed  on  this  inte- 

*  refting  fcene/ 

*  *  Ah,  my  Antonia  !*  cried  the  fa- 
ther, interrupting  her,  *  (he  is  then  L't 

*  reft.    Peace  be  to  her  unfpotted  foul^ 

*  to  have  found  her  here  had  been  too 

*  much.  How  my  Serafina  hath  furvived 

*  my  blindfold  rage,  I  know  not }  but 

*  fare  the  guilt  of  fair  Antonia^s  death 

<  ftill  hangs  upon  my  foul !  * 

*  Difmifs  that  fatal   thought,*  faid 
Serafina; '  my  motherquietly  bade  adieu 

*  to  life  in  England  :  Jhe  peaceably  ex- 
"*  pired  within  thefe  arms,  and  with  her 

<  lateft  breath  prayed  for  her  haplefs 

*  hu(band.*— <  Her  mind  was  ever  god- 

<  like,*  he  refumed,  *  (he  was  a  faint  in 

*  virtue,  ill  beftowed  on  ftich  a  wretch 
«  as  me!  yet  thy  words  have  razed  ii 
•<  dreadful  burden  from  myconfcieBCCj 

<  I  am  not  then  the  dire  BSkffin^  who 


'  facrificed  his  wife  and  daughter  to  a|i 

*  infernal  motive,  falfely  titled  honour? 

*  though  I  am  more  and  more  involved 

*  in  a  myfteiy,  which  I  long  to  hear 

*  explained/ 

*  That  (hall  be  my  ta(k,'  cried  Re- 
■aldo ;  *  but  firft  permit  me  to  implore 

*  your  fanAion  to  my  paflion  for  the  in- 

*  comparable  Serafina.     You    already 

*  know  our  'mutual  fentiments  |  and 
'  though  I  own  the  po(re(lton  of  fach 
'  ineftimable  worth  and  beauty  wcrald 

*  be  a  recompence  that  infinitely  tran- 
^  fcends  the  merit  I  can  plead,  yet  as  it 
*"hath  been  my  good  fortune  to  infpire 
<•  her  with  a  mutual  flame,  I  hope  to 
'  reap  from  your  indulgence,  what  I 

*  could  not  expeft  from  my  own*  de- 

*  fcitj  and  here  w^  prefent  ou Helves,  in 

*  hope  of  your'  paternal  aflent  and  be- 

*  nedi6lion/ 

*  Were  (he  more  fair,  and  good,  and 

*  gentle  than  flie  is,*  anfwered  the  Ca((i- 
lian,  *  (and  to  my  partial  obfervation, 

*  nought  e*er  appeared  on  earth  more 
'  beauteous  and  engaging)  I  would  ap- 

*  prove  your  title  to  her  heart,  and 
'  recommend  you  to  her  fmiles,  with 

*  all  a  father*8  influence  and  power^^ 

*  yes,  my  daughter!  my  joy  on  this 
'  occafion  is  infinitely  augmented  by 
'  the  knowledge  of-thofe  tender  ties  of 
'  love,  that  bind  thee  to  this  amiable 
'  youth )  a  youth !  to  whofe  uncommon 

*  courage  and  generofity  I  owe  my  life 

*  and  my  fubfiltence,  together  with  the 
'  inexprefllble  delight  that  now  revels 

*  in  mv  bofom  (--Enjoy,  my  children » 

*  the  happy  fruits  of  your  reciprocal 

*  attachment.      May  Heaven,    which 

*  hath  gracioufly  conduced  you  through 

*  a  labyrinth  of  perplexity  and  woe,  to 

*  this  tranfporting  view  o^  blifsful  days, 

*  indulge  vou  with  that  uninterrupted 

*  Itream  of  pure  felicity,  which  is  the 
'  hope,  and  ought  to  be  the  boon,  of  vir- 
^  tue  fuch  as  yours  !* 

So  faying,  he  joined  their  hands,  and 
embraced  them  with  the '  moft  cordial 
love  and  fatisfaftion ;  which  diflPufed 
itfelf  to  every  individual '  of  the  com- 
pany, who  fcrventlv  invoked  the  Al- 
mighty Power  in  behalf  of  this  enrap- 
tured pair.  The  tumult  of  thefe  emo- 
tions having  a  little  fubfided,  and  the 
Caftiltan  being  feated  between  Renaldo 
and  his  beauteous  bride,  he  politely  bc« 
ipoke  the  indulgence  of  Madam  Cle- 
ment, begging  (he  would  permit  him  to 
4emaod  the  performance  of  the  coant*« 
"  promife. 
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pmtaiCtf  that  he  mieht  be  forthwith 
made  acquainted  wtui  thofe  circum- 
Hancet  of  hit  own  fate»  which  he  was 
£6  impatient  to  learn. 

The  lady  having  aflured  him,  that 
flie  and  all  the  com|>any  would  take 
pleafure  in  bearing  the  recapitulation, 
the  Spaniard,  addrefiing  himfelf  to  Mel- 
ville, *  In  the  name  of  Heaven,*  faid 
be,  *  how  could  you  fupplant  that  rival, 

*  who  fell  a  facriflce  to  my  refentroenr, 

*  after  he  had  bewitched  the  heart  of 

*  Serafina  f  for  lure  the  affection  he  had 

*  kindled  in  her  breaft,  mutt  have  long 

<  furvived  his  death. '«-<  That  rival,* 
replied  the  count,  '  who  iucurred  your 
'  di^jpleafure,  was  no  other  than  Re- 

<  naldo.*  With  thefe  words,  he  ap- 
plied to  one  eye  a  patch  of  black  filk 
provided  for  the  purpole,  and  turning 
his  face  towards  Don  Diego,  that  gen- 
tleman darted  with  uDonidiment,  cry- 
ing, *  Good  Heaven!  the  very  coun- 
'  tenance  of  Orlando,  whom  I  flew  I 

*  this  is  ftill  more  amazing.* 


CHAP.    XXX. 

A  RETROSPECTIVE  LINK,  NECESSA- 
RY FOR  THE  CONCATENATION 
OP  THESE  MEMOIRS. 

*  TNDULGE    me  with  a  patient 
X  '*  hearing,*  proceeded  the  Hunga- 
rian, *  and  an  thele  riddles  foon  will 
'  be  explained.      Inflamed  with    the 

*  deflre  of  feeing  foreign  countries,  I 

*  difobeyed  the  will  of  an  indulgent  fa- 

*  ther,  from  whofe  houfe  withdriiwtne 

*  privately,  I  fet  out  for  Italy,  in  di^ 
«  guifc,  by  the  way  of  Tyrol,  vifited  Ve- 

*  nice,  Rome,  Florence,  and  embai king 

<  at  Naples,  in  an  Englifli  fliip,  anivcd 
'  at  St.  Lucar,  from  whence  I  repaired 

*  to  Seville ;  there,  in  a  few  days,  was 

*  mycurioiity  engaged  by  the  fame  of 

*  the  fair  Seraflna,  who  was  juftly  deem  • 

<  ed  the  molt  accompli flied  beauty  in 
'  that  part  of  Spain. — Nay,  blufli  not, 

*  gentle  creature !  for,  by  my  hopes  of 

*  heaven,   thy  charms  were  even  in- 

*  jured'by  the  cold  applaufe  of  that  re- 
«  portl^-Neveithelefs,  I  wasi  warmly 
'  interefled  by  the  uncommon  charaAcr, 
'  and  eagerly  longed  to  fee  this  pattern 

*  of  pcrteflion.    As  Don  Diego  did  not 

*  train  her  up  in  that  reftraint  to  which 
'  the  Spanifli  ladies  are  fubje^ed,  I  foon 

*  faund  an  opportunity  of  icein|^  her  at 


church  I  and  no  yedon  here  pveftnt 
will,  I  prefume,  Aoubt  that  I  was  in- 
ftantly  captivated  by  her  beauty  and 
deportment.  Had  I  thooght  that  Doji 
Diego's  favour  was  iroengaffed,  per- 
haps I  fliould  have  followed  the  die* 
tates  of  vanity  and  inexperience,  and 
prefented  royielf  in  m^  own  charac- 
ter, among  the  croud  of  herprofefled 
admirers .  I  knew  her  father  had  been 
an  officer  of  dillinguiflied  rank  and 
reputation,  ^and  did  not  doubt  that  he 
would  have  regarded  a  young  ibldier 
of  unexceptionable  pedigree,  and  I 
will  even  add,  of  untainted  fame  |  nor 
did  I  fuppofe  my  own  father  could 
have  objected  againft  fuch  an  advan- 
tageous match  I  but,  by  dint  of  in- 
duflrious  enquiry,  I  learned,  that  the 
divine  Seraflna  was  already  betrothed 
to  Don  Manuel  De  Meitdoia,  and 
this  information  overwhelmed  me  with 
defpair. 

*  After  having  revolved  a  thoufand 
projeds  for  retarding  and  preventinfi^ 
that  detefled  union,  I  refolved  to  avail 
myfelf  of  my  talent  for  drawing,  and 
profefled  my&lf  a  mafter  of  that  fci- 
ence,  in  hope  of  being  employed  by 
the  father  or  Seraflna,  who,  I  knew, 
let  flip  no  opportunity  of  improving 
his  daughtei'*s  education.  Accord- 
ingly, I  had  the  good  fortune  to  at- 
tra6t  his  notice,  was  invited  to  his 
houfe,  honoured  with  his  approbation, 
and  f umiflied  with  unreftn^led  oppor- 
tunities of  converflne  with  the  dear 
objed  of  mv  love.  The  paflSon  which 
her  beauty  had  kindled,  was,  by  the 
perfeflions  of  her  mind,  inflamed  to 
i'uch  a  degree  of  tranfport,  as  could 
not  be  concealed  from  her  penetration. 
She  chanced  to  relifli  my  converfation; 
I  graduallv  acquired  ner  friendfliip  $ 
pity  was  the  next  paflion  that  flie  en- 
tertained in  my  favour.  I  then  ven- 
tured to  difclofe  myfelf,  and  the  dear 
charmer  did  not  diiapprove  of  my  pre- 
fumption.  She  and  her  mother  had 
been  perplexed  with  fome  religious 
fcruples,  concerning  which  they  ap- 
pealed to  my  opinion ;  and  I  was  happy 
enough  to  let  their  minds  at  eafe. 

*  This  fort  of  intercourfe  naturally 
created  a  mutual  confidence  among  uf; 
and,  in  a  word,  I  was  blefled  with 
the  daughter*s  love  and  mother's  ap- 
probation. Don  Diego  will  pardon 
thoic  clandefline  meafures  which  we 
took}  fron^  a  full  perfuaiiionj  that  it 
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mm  inp^ffibk  to  render  hkto  propi«> 
tioiit  to  tilt  view*  in  which  our  hevtt 
•ad  hand*  wcve  (b  deeply  inttiefted) 
I  did  not  then  know  how  little  he  was 
addiAed  to  Ibperftitioa. 

<  WiduNit  entctinir  iato  a  detail  of 
the  fchemei  we  proteftcd  to  delay  the 
hamncli  of  Mendosa,  I  (hall  only 
oliierTey  that  knowing  die  fatal  d^y 
waa  at  length  ifnalteraoly  (iscd>  we 
detenmned  to  elude  the  purpofe  of 
Don  Diego  by  fiight,  and  every  thing 
waa  a^biaUy  pie^red  fbrourefcapr. 
When  the  Mwr  of  appointmeBt  arhr- 
ed^  I  lepaiied  to  the  place  at  which  I 
had  propofed  to  enter  the  bbufe,  and 
ihiBbled  in  the  dark  over  the  body 
of  a  man  ftill  warm  and  bleeding. 
Alarmed  at  thia  occorrence,  I  daited 
myAlf  through^the  window,  and  ruflt- 
ing  to  the  apattment  oi  the  ladies, 
(immortal  powers  t )  beheld  the  peerlefs 
Seraiina»  and  her  virtuous  mother, 
Ibetctied  on  a  couch,  and  in  all  ap- 
pearance deprived  of  life. 

<  The  company  will  eafily  conceive 
what  agonies  I  felt  at  Aicha  fpe£tacle. 
I  ran  towards  the  fpot  in  a  tranrport 
of  honor  I  I  cUfped  my  lovely  mif- 
trefs  in  my  arms,  and  finding  her  ftiH 
breathing,  endeavoured,  but  in  vain, 
to  wake  her  from  the  trance  $  Anto- 
nia  was  overwhelmed  with  the  fame 
lethargick  power.  My  fancy  was  im  - 
mediately  ftruckwhhtheapprehenfion 
of  their  being  poifoned,  Regardlefs 
of  my  own  btuation,  I  alarmed  the 
family,  called  for  afltftance,  and  rc- 
qnefted  the  fervants  to  fmnmon  Don 
Diego  to  the  difmal  fcene.  I  was  in  - 
formed,  that  their  mafter  had  rode 
forth  in  manifeft  confufion ;  and 
while  I  pondered  on  this  furpnaing 
cxcurfion,  an  apothecary  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood entered  the  chamber,  and 
having  examined  the  puifes  of  the  la* 
dies,  declared  their  lives  were  in  no 
danger  j  and  advifed  that  they  Should 
be  undrefied  and  conveyed  to  bed. 
"While  their  women  were  bufied  in  ihrs 
employment,  I  went  into  the  court- 
yard, attended.by  fome  of  the  fervanta 
vrith  lights,  in  order  to  view  the  body 
of  the  man  which  I  had  found  at  my 
arrival*  His  apparel  was  mean,  hia 
countenance  ferecions,  a  long  fpado 
was  buckled  to  his  thigh^  and  in  brs 
belt  weit  Ihick  a  brace  of  loaded  pif^ 
tola  I  (6  that  we  concluded  he  waa 
iome  thief^  whvhad  watted  for  anop- 


poitMiify,  and  fteing  tw 
opCB>  intflftded  to  rob  the  boiife^  but 
waa  Mventod  and  IbMi  by  Don  Dkg* 
himlelf,  whofe  retreat,  however*  de4 
tt>t  a  Kttk  oMifottiid  our  cotijeftore. 
For  my  own  part,  1  remained  all  night 
in  the  houfe,  seitured  with  fear,  vex- 
BtioB,  and  fufpence. 

*  My  hope  was  altogether  difappoiat* 
od  by  this  unhappy  accident,  and  I 
flmddered  at  the  profpeft  of  lofing  8e- 
rafina  for  ever,  either  by  this  myt(ei-i'> 
ous  malady,  or  by  her  marriage  with 
Mendoza,  which  I  now  defpaired  of 
being  able  to  defeat.  The  major-donto 
having  waited  fcveral  hoors  for  bis 
lord's  return,  witlioat  feeing  him  ap« 
pear,  thought  proper  todifparch  a  mef* 
lenger  to  Don  Manuel  ,with  an  account 
of  what  had  happened ;  and  that  no* 
bleman  arriving  in  the  raoming,  took 
pofieilion  of  the  houfe.  About  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  Serafirta  be- 
gan to  tHr,  and  at  Ave  flic  and  her 
mother  were  perfe£Hy  awake. 

*  They  no  fooner  recovered  the  ulc 
of  refle£lion,  than  they  gave  figns  of 
equal  forrow  and  amazement,  and  ear- 
neftly  called  for  Ifabella,  who  waa 
privy  to  our  defign,  and  who,  after  a 
very  minute  enquiry,  was  found  in  a 
lone  and  I'olttary  chamber,  where  ftie 
had  been  confined.  Such  waa  the  con- 
fufion of  the  houfe,  that  no  perfon  ever 
dreamed  of  afking  how  I  had  tntercd  ) 
each  domeflick,  in  all  probability, 
fuppofing  that  I  had  been  introduced 
by  his  fellow:  Co  that  I  tarried  un- 
quefboned,  on  pretence  of  concern  for 
the  diflreft  of  a  family,  in  vrhich  I  had 
been  lb  senerouily  entertained}  and 
by  IfabeJu  feat  my  refpeAs  and  dutf 
to  her  ladies ;  flie  was  therefore  not  a  ' 
little  fsTprized ,  when,  after  every  other 
fervent  had  withdrawn,  flie  heaid  tbe 
lovely  Seraitna  exciaiin,  with  all  tfav 
violence  of  grief,  ««  Ah,   Ifabeila  ! 

Orlando  is  no  more !"  but  their  ato^ 
niihnMnt  was  ftill  greater,  when  Am 
afl'ured  them  of  my  being  alive,  and 
in  die  houfe.  Tbiey  recounted  to  h^r 
the  adventure  of  laH  niglit,  which  fhe 
explained  by-  informing  them  of  the 
letters  which  Don  Drego  hai  inter- 
cepted s  and  they  immediately  coiu 
eluded,  that  he  had,  in  the  precipitaf 
tion  of  hia  wrath,  killed,  by  mifkaki^ 
tbe  perfon  who  was  found  dead  in  tiK 
courtyard.  This  con)e6lure  alarm* 
ing  them  on  my  account,  they^  bf  t\m 
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'  paediiup  of  I£iVelk»  conjured^ roe  to 

*  leave  the  houfe,  left  Don  Picgp  (hguld 

*  ireturo,  ^ndaccoropliih  his  reitmtmcQt; 
'  and  I  ws^s  perfuaded  to  withdraw,  af- 

*  tcr  I  had  fettled  the  channel  of  a  cor- 
'  reijpondence  with  the  confidante. 

*  Beipg  now  obliged  to  alte^-  o>ir  mea- 
^  fares,    becaufe  our  former  intent  ion 

was  discovered  by  Don  Diego,  I  le- 
cured  a  retreat  for  Serafina  :^nd  her 
mother,  at  the  houfe  of  the  Cngii(h 
conful  in  Seville*  who  was  my  par- 
ticular friend  {  and,  next  day,  undcr- 
ftanding  from  Ifabella,  that  her  lord 
had  not  yet  re-appeared,  and  that  Doi> 
Manuel  was  very  urgent  in  his  ad- 
dredes,  we  concerted  an  alTignation 
in  the  garden  ^  and  that  f«uiie  evening 
I  was  fortunate  enough  to  convey  my 
priz8  to  the  afylum  1  had  prepared  for 
their  reception.  luexpreltibK'  v^as  the 
rage  of  Mendosa,  when  he  heard  of 
their  elopement :  he  raved  like  one 
deprived  of  reafon ;  fwore  he  would  put 
all  the  fervapts  of  the  family  to  the 
rack  \  and,  in  confequence  of  the  in- 
telligence he  obtained  by  threats  and 
promifes,  let  on  foot  a  very  (hii^  en- 
quiry, in  order  to  apprehend  the  fugi- 
tives and  Orlando,  who  had,  by  foine 
means  or  other,  incurred  his  fuipicioo. 
*' We  eluded  his  fearch  by  the  vigi- 
lance and  caution  of  our  iiiind  hoii; 
and  while  we  remained  in  conceal- 
ment, were  extremely  aftoni/hed  to 
hear,  that  the  unfortunate  Don  Diego 
was  .proclaimed  a  traitor,  and  a  price 
(et  upon  his  head.  This  information 
overwhelmed  us  all  with  the  utmoit  af- 
fiiflion.  Ajitonia  lamented,  without 
ceafing,  the  difjirace  of  her  beloved 
lord,  irom  whom  fiie  never  would 
have  withdrawn  hcrfelf,  but  wiih  the 
lively  hope  of  a  reconciliation,  after 
the  Hril  tranfports  of  his  ire  fhould 
have  fubfiJed,  and  the  real  chara61er 
of  Orlando  fhauld  have  appeared:  it 
was  not  long  before  we  had  realbn  to 
believe,  that  Mer.doza  was  the  ac- 
cufer  gf  Don  piego. 

*  Nay,  ll art  not,  Signior ;  Manuel 
va^  aSually  that  traitor :  this  wis  the 
turn  of  his  revenge  j  when  he  found 
himfelf  difappointed  in  the  hope  of 
pofijfling  tlie  inconiparable  Seraiina, 
he  took  a  bafe  adyaniage  of  your  ab- 
lence  and  retreat.  He  potted  to  Ma- 
drid, impeached  you  to  the  fecretary 

f  of  ftaie,  of  having  maintajned  a  cri- 

*  minal  cor£efpox3deuce  with  the  enemiet 


of  Spain,  incUided  mei  in  his  accu« 
fafion,  as  a  fpy  for  the  houfe  of  Au- 
fliia,  and  framed  fucli  a  plaufible 
tale  from  the  circumftances  of  your 
dilhefs,  that  Don  Diego  was  outlaw- 
edy  and  Mcndoza  gratified  with  a 
grant  of  his  eftate. 
'  Thefe  melancholy  incidents  made 
a  deep  impreflion  upon  the  mind  of 
the  virtuous  Antonia  \  who*  waving 
every  other  confideration,  would  have 
jxrfonally  appeared  for  the  vindica- 
tion of  her  hulband*s  honour,  had  not 
we  dilFuaded  Jher  from  fuch  a  ra(^ 
undertaking,  by  demonflrating  her 
inability  to  contend  with  fuch  apow* 
erful  antagonift,  and  reprefentin^p 
that  her  appearance  would  be  infalli- 
bly attended  with  the  ruin  of  Serafi- 
na,  who  would  certainly  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  villain  to  whom  (he  had 
been  contraftcd.  We  exhorted  her 
to  wait  patiently  for  fome  happy  re- 
Tolution  of  fortune,  and  encouraged 
her  with  the  hope  of  Don  Diego'* 
exerting  himTelf  effe^ually  id  hit 
own  defence. 

*  Meanwhile,  our  worthy  hndlord 
was  fuddenly  cut  off  by  death ;  and 
his  widow  being  refolved  to  retire  in- 
to her  own  country,  we  Cfcretly  em- 
barked in  the  fame  fliip,  and  arrived 
in  England  about  eighteen  months 
ago.  Antonia  ftill  continued  to  pipe 
over  the  ruin  of  her  houfe;  as  (he 
could  hear  no  tidings  of  Don  Diego» 
(he  concluded  he  was  dead,  and 
mourned  with  unabatingforrow.  Im 
vain  I  alTured  her  that  foon  as  my 
own  affairs  (hould  be  adjufted,  X 
would  exert  my  whole  endeavours  to 
find  and  fuccour  him.  She  could 
not  imagine  that  a  man  of  his  fpirit 
and  difpofition  would  live  fo  long  in 
obfcurityj  and  her  affli6\ion  derived 
new  force  from  the  death  of  the  con- 
fuTs  widow,  with  whom  (lie  had 
lived  in  the  moft  unbounded  intirancy 
and  friend  (hi  p.  From  that  day  her 
health  evidently  declined:  (he  fore- 
faw  her  diffolution  and  comforted  her- 
felf  with  the  hope  of  feeing  her  huf- 
band  and  her  friend,  in  a  place  where 
no  treachery  is  felt,  and  no  forrow  is 
known;  confident  of  my  integrity, 
and  the  purity  of  my  love,  (lie,  in 
the  moft  pathctick  terms,  recommend- 
ed  Serafina  to  my  care. 
«  Hal  weepefl  thou,  fair  excellence, 
<  at  the  remembrance  of  that  tender 
D  d  *  fcene 
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*  fcene,  when  the  good  Antonia,  ^ 

*  the  bed  of  death,  )oined  thy  foft  hand 
«  to  mine,  and  faid,  •'  Renaldo,  I  be- 
•*  qiieath  this  orphan  to  your  love;  it 
**  is  a  facred  pledge,  which,  if  you 
**  cherifli  with  due  honour  and  regard, 
"  internal  peace  and  happinefs  will 
**  ever  fmile  within  your  bofora  ;  but  if 
«<  you  treat  it  with  indifference,  diflio- 
«*  nour,  or  negleft,  juft  Heaven  will 
*'  punifh  your  breach  of  truft  with 
**  everlafting  difappointments  and  dif- 
«  quiet," 

*  Signior  Don  Diego,  I  fee  you  are 

*  moved,  and  therefore  will  not  dwell 

<  on    fuch    diflrefsful    circumllances. 
^   *  The  excellent  Antonia  exchanged  this 

*  *  life  for  a  more  happy  ftate  j  and  Co 
^  *  tttquifitc  was  the  forrow  of  the  ten- 

*  der- hearted   Serafina,    as   to  torture 

*  me  with  the  apprehenfion   that    fhe 

*  would  not  long  furvive  her  pious 
*•  mother.     How  I  obeyed  the  injunc- 

*  tions  of  that  departing  faint,  Moni- 

<  mia  (for  that  name  fhenow  aifumed) 

*  can  teftify,  until  that  artful  ferpent, 
«  Fathom,  glided  into  our  mutual  con- 
«  fidence,  abufed  our  cars,  poifoned 
«  our  unfufpefling  faith,    and  effefted 

*  that  fatal  breach,    produftive  of  all 

*  tlie  mifery  and  vexation  which  we 
'  have  fuifered,  and  which  is  now  fo 

*  happily  expelled/ 

«  Heaven,'  faid  the  Caftilian, «  hath 

*  vifited  me  for  the  /ms  and  errors  of 

*  my  youth  5  yet,  fuch  mercy  hath 
-*  been  mingled  with  it's  chafti Cements, 

*  I  dare  not  murmur  or  repine.  The 
'  tears  of   penitence  and  forrow  (hall 

*  water  my  Antonia's  grave  5   as   for 

*  Mendoza,  F  rejoice  at  his  treachery, 
'  by  which  the  obligation  of  my  pro- 

*  m'xCe  is  cancelled,    and   my   honour 

*  fully  acquitte<l.    He  fhall  not  triumph 

*  in  his  guilt:  my  fervices,  my  cha- 

*  ra^r,  and  innocence,  (hall  ioon  con- 

*  front  his  perfidy,  and,  I  hope,  defeat 

*  his  intertft.  The  king  is  jurt  and 
'  gracious,  nor  is  my  family  and  name 

*  unknown."* 

Here  the  Jew  interpofing,  prefentcd  to 
him  a  Jetterfrom  a  perfon  of  conlequence 
at  Madrid,  whom  Jofhua  had  interefted 
in  the  cauie  of  Don  Diego  $  that  noble- 
man had  alreadv  found  means  to  repre- 
fent  the  cafe  or  Zelos  to  his  majefty, 
who  had  a£lual!y  ordered  Don  Manuel 
to  be  confined^  until  the  injured  perfon 
fliould  appear  to  juftify  himfelf,  and 
profecute  his  accufer  according  to  tht 


terms  of  law :  at  the  fame  time  D<m 
Diego  was  fummoned  to  prefent  him- 
felf before  the  king  within  a  limited  time, 
to  anfwer  to  the  charge  which  Mendoza 
had  brought  again  ft  him. 

The  Spaniard's  heart  overflowed  with 
^titude  and  joy,  when  he  read  this  in- 
timation ;  he  embraced  the  Jew;  who, 
before  Zelos  could  give  ntterance  to  his 
thoughts,  told  him  that  the  Spanifliam- 
baflador  at  London,  having  been  pre- 
poffefled  in  his  favour,  craved  the  ho- 
nour of  feeing  Don  Diego  j  and  that  he, 
Jofhua,  was  ready  to  conduct  thein  to 
the  houfe . 

•  Then  is  my  heart  at  reft !'  cried  the 
Caftilian ;  '  the  houfe  of  Zelos  once  more 

*  fliail  lift  up  it's  head.     I  fltall  again 

*  reviiit  my  native  country  with  bo- 
'  nour,  and  abafe  the  villain  who  hath 

*  foiled  my  fame !-— O  my  children !  this 

*  day  is  replete  with  fuch  joy  and  fatis- 
'  fa6lion,  as  I  did  not  think  had  been 

*  in  rtie  power  of  Heaven  to  grant,  with  - 

<  out  the  interpofition  of  a  miracle  !  To 

*  you, Renaldo;  toyou,Uluftrious!ady; 

*  and  to  thefe  worthy  gentlemen,  am  I 
'  indebted  for  the  reftoration  of  that  for 
'  which  alone  I  wifti  to  live,  and  when 

<  my  heart  ceafes  to  retain  the  obliga- 

*  tion,  may  I  forfeit  the  name  of  a  Ca- 

<  ftilian,  and  fcorn  and  diflionour  be 

*  my  portion !' 

Perhaps  all  Europe  could  not  produce 
another  company  fo  happy  as  that  which 
now  fat  down  to  dinner  in  the  houfe  of 
Madam  Clement,  whofe  own  bcnero- 
lenr  heart  was  peculiarly  adamted  for 
fuch  enjoyment.  The  lovers  feafted  their 
eyes  more  than  their  appetite,  by  a  ten- 
der intercourie  of  glances,  which  need- 
ed not  the  flow  interpretation  of  fpeech; 
while  the  Spaniard  regarded  them  al- 
ternately with  looks  of  wonder  and  pa- 
ternal joy,  and  every  individual  fur- 
veyed  the  all-deferving  pair  with  admi- 
ration and  efteem. 

Sepfina  taking  the  advantage  of  this 
general  fatisfa^ion,  when  the  heart,  foft- 
ened  into  complacency,  depofits  every 
violent  thought  t  *  I  muft  now,'  faid  (he, 

*  try  my  intereft  with  Renaldo:    the 

<  good  company   fhall  bear  witnefs  ta 

*  my  triumph  or  repulfe.  I  do  not  afk 
'  you  to  forgive,  but  to  withold  your 

<  vengeance  from  the  wretched  Fathom. 
'  His  fraud,  ingratitude,  and  vUlainjr, 

*  are,  I  believe,  unrivalled :  yet  bis  baie 
'  defigns  have  been  defeated}  and Hea- 

*  yen  perhaps  bath  made  him  the  iavo* 

*  Ivntuy 
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<  luntary  inftrutncnt  for  bringing  our 

*  conllancy  and  virtue  to  the  teft.    Be- 

<  fides,  his  perfidy  it  already  poniftied 

*  with  the  laft  degree  of  human  mifery 

*  and  difgrace:  the  doAor,  who  hat 
f  traced  him  in  all  hit  conda^  and 
«  viciilitudet  of  fortune,  will  draw  a 

*  picture  of  hit  prefent  wretched neft, 
'  which,  I  doubt  not,  will  mote  your 

*  compaflion,  at  it  hath  already  excited 

*  mine.*  The  generous  hoftels  was  ready 
to  enforce  thit  charitable  propofal,  with 
•II  her  eloquence,  when  Melville,  with 
a  look  that  well  exprpfled  hit  magna- 
aimity  of  love,  replied,  *  Such  a  boon 

*  becomes  the  gentle  Serafina.  O !  every 

<  moment  fumifhet  me  with  frefli  matter 
«  to  admire  the  virtues  of  thy  foul :  if 

*  thou,  whofe  tender  heart  hath  been  fo 

*  rent  with  mifery  and  anguiOi,  canft 

*  intercede  for  thy  tormentor,  who  now 

*  fuffers  in  his  turn,  ftiall  1  refui'e  to 

*  pardon  the  mi lerahle  wretch!  no,  let 

*  me  glory  in  imitating  the  great  exam- 

<  pie,  and  folicit  Don  Diego  in  behalf 

<  of  the  fame  mifcreant,  whole  perfidious 
'  barbarity  coft  him    fuch    intolerable 

*  woe/—*  Enough,*  cried  the  Caftilian, 

*  I  have  difclaimed  the  vindi^ve  prin- 

*  ciplet  of  a  Spaniard  {  and  leave  the 

*  miferable  obje^  to  the  fting  of  11  it  own 

*  confcience,  which  foon  or  late,  will 
'  not  fail  to  avenge  the  wrongt  we  have 

*  fuftained  from  hit  deceit,* 
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UNIVERSAL  was  the  applaufe 
which  they  acquired  by  this  noble 
facrifice  of  their  lefentment :  the  after- 
noon  wat  ipent  in  the  utmoft  harmony 
and  good  humour ;  and,  at  the  eameft 
folicication  of  Renaldo,  whofe  fancy  ftill 
harboured  the  appi-ehenfions  of  another 
reparation,  Don  Diego  confented  that 
the  indiffoluble  knot  fliould  be  tied  be- 
tween that  young  gentleman  and  Sera- 
fina in  two  days ;  and  the  place  appoint- 
ed for  the  ceremony,  was  the  very  church 
where  they  had  been  rcltored  to  the  anns 
of  each  other. 

The  lovely  bride,  with  a  filent  blufh 
that  fct  her  lover's  heart  on  fire,  lub- 
mitted  to  thit  determination  ;  in  confe« 
quence  of  which,  the  company  was  bc- 
Ijpokc  far  that  i^ufpiciout  hour,,  and  the 


evening  beine  pretty  far  advanced,  they 
took  leave  of  the  ladiet,  and  retired  to 
their  refpeAive  hornet;  Don  Diego  and 
hit  future  fon-in-law  being  reconduAed 
to  their  lodgingt,  in  the  coach  of  the 
Jew|  who,  taking  an  opportunity  of  be* 
ing  alone  with  Melville,,  obferved  that 
it  would  be  neceflary  on  thit  occafion  tg 
fupply  the  Caftilian  with  a  fum  of  mo- 
ney, in  order  to  fupport  his  dignity  and 
independence,  in  turniOiing  Serafina 
with  every  thing  fuiubie  to  her  rank  and 
merit  $  and  that  he  would  willingly  ac- 
commodate him,  provided  he  knew  how 
to  propofe  it  fo  at  to  give  no  offence  to 
bit  pun^liliotttdifpofition. 

Renaldo,  thanking  him  for  thit  ge» 
nerout  anticipation,  advifed  him  to  foil* 
cit  the  Spaniard's  correfpondence  in  thie 
way  of  bufinefs,  and  to  put  the  whole 
on  the  footing  of  his  own  intereft  $  by 
which  means  Don  Diego't  delicacy  could 
fuftain  no  affront.  Fraught  with  thit 
inftruaion,  the  Ilraeltte  defii-ed  a  pri- 
vate audience  of  the  Caftilian  $  in  whicb» 
after  an  apology  for  the  freedom  of  hit 
•demand,  *  Signior  Don  Diego»*  faid  he, 

*  at  your  fortune  hath  been  ib  long  em- 

*  bezzled  by  your  adver(ary>  in  Spain  1 
'  and  your  correfpondence  with   that 

*  country  entirely  cut  oflf,  it  it  not  to  be 

*  fuppofed  that  your  finance t  are  at  pre- 

*  fent  in  fuch  a  condition,  at  to  main  • 

*  tain   the  fplendor  of  your    familsr. 

*  Count  De  Melville' t  whole  fortune  it 

*  at  your  command;  and  had  not  he 
f  been  afraid  of  giving  umbrage  to  the 

<  peculiar  delicacy  of  your  fentimentt, 

<  he  would  have  prefled  you  to  ufe  it 

*  for  your  convenience.     For  nay  own 

<  part,  over  and  above  the  inclination  X 
^  have  to  ferve  Don  Diego,  Iconfult 

*  my  own  private  advantage  in  defiring 

*  you  to  accept  my  fervicc  on  this  occa- 

*  non.    Money  it  the  chief  commodity 

*  in  which  I  deal,  and  if  you  honour 

*  me  with  your  command t,  I  (hall  be 

*  a  gainer  by  my  obedience.' 

Don  Diego  replied,  with  a  fmile  that 
denoted  how  well  he  undeiftood  the 
meaning  of  thit  addrefs,  *  Surely,  Sig- 

<  nior,   I  am  bound  by  the  Itrongoil 

*  tiet,  to  exert  my  utmoft  endeavourt 

*  for  your  advantage ;  and  I  pray  God 

<  thit  your  propofal  may  have  that  ifiue: 
'  I  am  well  acquainted  with  thecoum*8 

*  generofity  and  refined  notions  of  hp- 

*  nour ;  and  too  much  obliged  by  him 

*  already,  to  hefitate  with  pun^liout 

*  referve  in  accepting  hit  fuxure  aiUft* 

D  d  a  *  ance; 
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*  perfon  to  whom  your  daughter*s  af- 

*  fic&ioD  inclines,  is  that  clergyman  who 

*  exerted-  himfelf  fo  manfully  at  the 

*  door.'—*  Clergyman!^  cried  the  other, 

*  adad !  he  has  more  of  the  devil  thati 

*  the  church  about  him.    A  ruffian  1 

*  he  hasy  for  aught  I  know,  murdered 

*  thewcMTthygentleman  whom  I  intended 
'  for  my  fon-in-law;  and  the  rogue, 

. '  if  I  had  not  kept  out  of  his  way, 

*  ,would,    I   fuppoic,    have  ferved  me 

*  with  the  fame  i'auce.     Me '.  who  have 
«  been  his  mafter  for  many  years,  and 

*  had  refolved  to  make  a  man  of  him. 
'  Sir,  he  was  my  own  clerk ;  and  this  is 

*  the  return  I  have  met  with  from  the 

*  ferpent  which  I  cheriflied  in  my  bo- 
' «  fom.'   . 

Here  he  was  interrupted  by  the  arrival 
of  the  citizen  for  Whom  he  had  expref- 
fed  fueh  concern  :  that  gentleman  had 
received  a  contufion  upon  one  eye,  by 
which  the  fight  was  altogether  oblirudk- 
ed  {  'fo  that  he  concluded  he  .(hould 
never  retrieve  the  ufe  of  that  organ,  aiid 
with  great  clamour  took  all  the  f'peflators 
to  witnefs  the  injuiy  he  had  fuitained; 
he  entered  the  room  with  m an iteft  per- 
turbation, demanded  fatisfa^lion  of  the 
father,  and  peremptorily  declared  it 
Should  not  be  a  loft  eye  to  him,  if  thei^e 
was  law  in  England.  This  unieafon- 
able  demand,  and  the  boilterous  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  made,  did  not  at  all 
Itiit  the  prefent  humour  of  the  old  gen- 
tleman, who  told  him  peevifhly  be  owed 
him  no  eye  $  and  bade  him  go  and  a(k 
.  feptratioQ  of  the  perfon  who^iad  done 
bim  wrong. 

The  young  lady  fnatching  this  fa- 
Tourable  occafion,  earncftly  in  treated 
Melville  and  his  company  to  intercede 
with  her  father  in  behalf  of  her  lover; 
who,  ihe  alTured  them,  was  a  young 
gentleman  of  a  good  family,  and  un- 
common merit)  and,  in  compliance  with 
her  requeft,  they  invited  him  and  his 
daughter  to  the  houfe  in  which  they 
kdged,  where  they  would  be  difmcum- 
bercd  of  the  crowd  which  this  dilpiite 
h?d  gathered  together,  and  more  at  lei- 
fnie  to  confuh  about  the  meafures  ne-' 
ceHai  y  to  be  taken .  The  old  gentleman 
thanked  ihem  for  their  courtefy,  whirh 
he  did  not  think  proper  to  refufe;  and 
while  he  led,  or  rather  hauled  Made- 
moifelle over  the  way,  under  the  aufpices 
of  the  Callilian,  Renaldo  itt  the  lover 
at  liberty,  made  him  a  tender  of  his 
good  omces,  and  advifed  him  to  wait 


at  the  publick -houfe  for  an  happy  iflbe 
of  their  n^ociation. 

The  pfeudo-pari'on  was  very  much 
aifefled  by  this  generous  proffer,  for 
which  he  made  fuitable  acknowledg- 
ments, and  protefted  before  God,  he 
vTOuid  die  a  thottiand  deaths,  rather  than 
part  with  his  dear  Charlotte.  Her  fa^ 
ther  no  fooner  entered  the  apartment, 
than  he  was  known  by  Joihua  to  be  a 
confidcrable  trader  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
<ion,  and  the  merchant  was  glad  to  find 
himfelf  among  his  acquaintance.  He 
was  fo  full  of  the  ftoiy  which  had 
brought  him  thither,  that  h«  had  fcarce 
fat  down,  when  he  began  to  complain 
of  his  hard  fate,  in  having  an  only- 
child,  who  was  fo  mean,  ftiibbom,  and 
contumacious ;  and  every  fentence  waa 
concluded  with  an  apoUrophe  of  re* 
proaches  to  the  delinquent. 

The  Jew  having  allowed  him  to  ring 
out  his  alarm,  condoled  his  misfortune, 
and  gravely  couofelled  the  young  lady 
to  wean  her  affe^^ions  from  fuch  an  un- 
worthy obje^  ;  for  he  fuppofcd  ber  fa^ 
vourite  was  a  man  of  no  principle,  or 
liberal  endowments,  otherwife  herfa* 
ther  would  not  exclaim  fo  bitterly  againll 
faei-  condu^.  Charlotte,  who  wanted 
neither  beauty  nor  underftanding,  af- 
fured  him,  that  her  lover^s  charafter 
was,  in  all  refpeds,  unbleroiihedj  for 
the  truth  of  which  aiTertion  Ihe  appealed 
to  her  papa;  who  owned,  with  reluc- 
tance, that  the  young  man  was  a  gen- 
tleman by  birth,  that  he  had  ferved  him 
with  remarkable  diligence  and  integritr, 
and  that  his  accomplifliments  were  far 
fuperior  to  his  ftation   in  life.     *  But 

<  then,'  faid  he,  *  the  fejlow  has  not  a 

*  ftiilling  of  his  own ;  and  would  yon 

*  have  me  give  away  my  daughter  to  a 
«  beggar?' 

*  God  forbid!'  cried  the  Jew,  «  I 
'  always  imdtrftood  you  poHefled  an 
'  ample  fortune,  and  am  forry  to  find 

*  it  otheiwifc.* — «  Otherwiie!'  replied 
the  citizen,  with  fome  acrimony,  *  take 

*  care  what  you  fay,  Sir  5  a  merchant's 

*  credit  is  not  to  be  tampered  with.'— 

*  I  beg  your  pardon,'  aniwered  the  He- 
brew, *■  I  concluded  that  your  circom- 
'  ftances  were  bad,  b«caufe  you  objected, 
'  to  the  poverty  of  the  young  man,  after 

*  you  had  owned  he  was  poiiefledof 

*  every  other  qualification  to  make  your 
'  daughter  happy ;  for  it  is  not  to  be 

<  imagined,  that  you  would  thwart  her 
^  inclinations,  or  feek  to  render  an  only 

*  child 
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*  child  miferable,  on  account  of  tn  ob* 

<  ilaclc  which  you  yourfelf  could  eafiiy 

*  remove.  Let  us  Aippofe  you  can  afford 

<  to  give  with  your  daughter  ten  thou- 

*  fand  pounds,  which  would  enable  this 

<  young  man  to  live  with  credit  and 

*  reputation,  and  ensage  advantageoufly 

*  in  trade,  for  which  you  fay  he  is  well 

*  qualified :  the  alternative  then  will 
'  be^  whether  you  would  rather  fee  her 
'  in    the   arms  of  a  deferving  youth, 

*  ivhoro  (he  loves,  enjoying  all  the  com- 

*  forts  of  life,  with  a  moderate  fortune, 

*  'which  it  will  always  be  in  your  own 

*  power  to  improve  i  or  tied  for  life  ro  a 

*  monied  man,  whom  Hiedetefts,  curling 

<  her  hard  fate,  and  defpifing  that  fu- 

*  perfluity  of  wealth,  in  ipite  of  which 

*  die  finds  herfclf  fo  truly  wretched  ?' 

The  old  gentleman  feeroed  to  be  ftart- 
led  at  this  obiervation,  which  was  re- 
inforced by  Renaldo's  faying,  that  he 
would,  moreover,  enjoy  the  unutterable 
pleafure  of  giving  happinefs  to  a  worthy 
man,  whofe  gratitude  would  co-operate 
with  his  love,  in  approving  himfelf  a 
dutiful  Ton,  as  well  as  an  affeAionate 
huiband.  He  then  reprefented  the  fa- 
mily difquietSy  and  difmal  tragedies, 
produced  from  fuch  mercenary  and  com- 
pulfive  matches  i  and,  inconclufion,  re- 
lated the  ftory  of  Don  Diego  and  his 
daughter;  which,  when  the  merchant 
heard,  he  ftarted  up  with  marks  of  ter- 
ror in  his  countenance^  and  throwing  up 
the  cafement,  called  upon  Valentine  with 
great  vociferation  x  this  was  the  name 
of  his  daughter's  admirer;  who  no 
fooner  heard  the  fummons,  than  he  flew 
to  the  fpot  from  whence  it  came,  and 
the  merchant,  without  any  farther  pre- 
amble, (eizing  his  hand,  joined  it  with 
that  of  Charlotte,  faying,  with  great 
trepidation,  <  Here,  take  her,  in  the 
<  name  of  God,  and  thank  this  honour- 
'  able  company  for  your  good  fortune.* 
The  lovers  were  tranl'ported  with 
exquifite  joy  at  the  fudden  determina- 
tion in  their  favour.  Valentine  having 
kifled  the  hand  of  his  miftrefs,  with  all 
theeagemefs  of  rapture,  and  acknow- 
ledged the  merchant's  generofity,  paid 
his  refpe£ls  to  the  ladies  with  a  very  po- 
lite addrefs,  and  with  demonftrations  of 
uncommon  gratitude  and  fenfibility, 
thanked  the  .gentlemen,  and  the  count 
in  particular,  for  their  good  offices,  to 
which  he  attributed  the  happinefs  he 
now  enjoyed.  While  Serafina  and  Ma- 
dam Ciem«at  carefled  the  amiable  Char- 
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locte,  the  reft  of  the  company  congni- 
tulated  her  admirer  upon  his  choice  and 
fuccefs;  though  the  clergyman  could 
not  help  reprehending  him  for  profan- 
ing the  faccrdotal  habit. 

Valentine  heartily  a/ked  pardon  for 
having  given  fuch  caufe  of  offence ;  and 
hoped  he  (hould  be  forgiven,  as  it  was  a 
diiguife  which  he  thought  abfolutely 
neceflary  for  the  execution  of  a  fcheme 
upon  which  his  happinefs  altogether 
depended.  He  then,  at  the  requcft  of 
Kenaldo,  unfolded  the  myftery  of  the 
hearfe,  by  givine  them  to  underftand, 
that  Charlotte's  father  having  got  ink- 
ling of  their  mutual  paifion,  had  dtf- 
mifled  his  clerk,  and  conveyed  hit 
daughter  to  a  country-houft  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  London,  in  order  to  cut 
off  their  correfpondence :  notwithftand- 
ing  thefe  precautions^  they  had  found 
means  to  communicate  with  each  other 
by  letters,  which  were  managed  by  a 
third  perfon ;  and  his  rival  being  very 
importunate  in  his  fo! {citations,  they 
had  concerted  the  expedient  of  the  hearfe, 
which  he  provided  and  conduced 
through  a  road  contiguous  to  the  end 
of  the  merchant's  garden,  where  Char- 
lotte being  apprized  of  the  defign,  wait- 
ed for  it*s  approach,  and  embarked  in 
it  without  hefitation.  Valentine  thought 
himfelf  fuificiently  fcreened  from  dif- 
covery  by  l>is  difguife;  but  he  was  un- 
fortunately  met  by  a  fcrvant  of  the  H- 
mily,  who  recolledlcd  his  features,  and 
immediritely  gave  the  alarm;  upon  which 
the  father  and  his  friends  took  liori'e» 
and  purfued  them  by  two  different  roads, 
until  they  were  overtaken  dt  this  place. 

He  had  fcarce  finiftied  this  ihort  re- 
lation, when  his  rival  bluntly  entering 
the  apartment,  with  an  handkerchief 
tied  round  his  eye,  committed  Valen- 
tine to  the  charge  of  a  conftablc,  who 
attended  him  by  a  wajrant  from  a  juf- 
tice  of  the  peace  in  that  neighbourhood! 
and  threatened  to  profecute  the  mer- 
chant on  an  a6lion  of  damages  for  the 
lofs  of  an  eye,  which  be  faid  he  had  fuf- 
tained  in  his  fcrvice.  The  company  en- 
deavoured to  appeaie  this  citizen,  by 
reprefenting,  that  his  misfortune  was 
no  other  than  a  common  inflammation  % 
nor  was  it  owing  to  malice  aforethought, 
but  entirely  to  the  precipitate  pafiion  of 
an  incenfed  young  man,  who,  by  the 
bye,  afted  in  his  own  defence.  At  the 
fame  time  the  merchant  promifed  to 
make  aqy  reafonable  fatisfa^ion ;  upon 

which 
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wkich  the  other  dsnuiided  an  obJigauoDy 
importing^  that  he  would,  in  ten  days 
from  the  date,  beftow  upon  him  his 
dai^ter  in  niarriage,  with  a  portion  of 
fifteen  thoufand  pounds;  or,  iacaieof 
failure,  pay  Kim  double  the  fum. 

The  merchant,  exafperated  at  this 
extravagant  demand,  told  him  Aatly,  he 
had  already  difpoied  of  his  daughter  to 
Valentine,  who,  he  believed,  was  a  much 
more  deferving  man  j  and  that  be  was 
ready  to  wait  upon  the  magiitmte  who 
had  gi-anted  the  warrant,  in  order  to 
give  baU  for  his  future  fon-in-law. 
This  was  a  mortifying  declaration  to 
the  plaintlflT,  though  he  condoled  him- 
felf  with  the  hope  of  being  a  gainer  by 
the  lo£i  of  his  eye ;  and  now  the  pain  was 
over,  would  have  been  very  ibrry  to  find 
his  ftght  retrieved.  The  old  gentleman, 
Joihua,  and  Renaldo,  accompanied  the 
prifbncr  tothehoufeof  th^uliice,  where 
he  was  immediately  admitted  to  bail : 
upon  their  return,  Valentine  Aifted  his 
drefs,  and  they  Tupped  together  ^ith 
great  cordiality  and  mirth,  maintained 
at  the  expence  of  the  diCcarded  lover. 

After  fupper,  Don  Diego  walked  a 
minuet  with  Madam  Ciement,  for 
whom,  by  this  time,  he  had  contracted 
an  extraordinary  degi^ee  of  afFe6lion. 
Valentine  had  the  honour  to  dance  with 
the  incomparable  Serafina,  whole  beau  - 
ty  and  attractions  daazled  the  eyes  of  the 
new  comers,  and  llruck  lier  baOituI 
partner  with  awe  and  confuiion;  and 
Melville  preicnted  his  hand  to  the  agree- 
able Charlotte,  who  performcc^fo  much 
to  the  fatisfa^Slioii  of  her  father,  that  he 
could  not  help  expreding  his  joy  and 
pride :  heprailisd  God  for  throwing  him 
ija  the  way  of  our  company,  and  engag- 
ed the  clergyman  to  unite  the  young 
couple;  aft^r  having  appointed  a  day 
for  tlie  ceremony,  and  invited  all  prel'ent 
to  the  wedding.  The  evening  having 
been  inienfibly  ironfumcd  in  thefe  avo- 
cations, and  the  night  pretty  far  ad- 
vanced, the  ladies  withdrew  without 
ceremony;  and  the  retreat  of  SeraHna 
filled  Renaliio's  breail  with  tumult  and 
emotion ;  his  blood  liegan  to  (low  in 
impetuous  tides,  his  heart  to  beat  with 
redoubled  vigour  and  velocity,  while  his 
eyesfeemed  lo  finfh  with  more  than  hu- 
man fplendor  :  now  his  imagination  be- 
gan to  anticipate  with  the  enthufiaftick 
rage  of  an  infpired  Sybil ;  he  was  inihin* 
taneoufly  tranfported  from  the  converfa- 
tiooi  suid  every  nerve  was  braced  to  fuch 


a  degree  of  impatience,  that  human  iia« 
tnre  could  not  long  endure  the  tendon. 

He,  therefore,  having  withliood  the 
impulie  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  at 
length  gave  way  to  his  impetuofity  ^  and, 
fi>ringing  from  his  friends,  found  him* 
ielf  in  a  dark.  paiTage,  at  the  farther  ead 
of  which  he  perceived  Madam  Clement 
coming  out  of  a  chamber  with  a  light* 
which  at  fight  of  him  (he  fet  down,  and 
vaui(hed  in  a  moment.  This  was  the 
ftar  that  pointed  to  his  paiadifej  he 
hailed  the  (ignal,  entered  the  apartmeotj 
and,  like  a  lion  ru(hingon  his  prey,  ap- 
proached the  nuptial -bed,  where  Sera- 
fina,  furrounded  by  all  the  graces  of 
beauty,  fofmefs,  fentiment,  and  truthi 
lay  trembling  as  a  vi^im  at  the  altar, 
and  ilrove  to  hide  lier  bluihes  from  bis 
view :  the  door  was  (hut,  the  light  ex-  i 

tioguiihed  ^  he  owned  his  lot  was  more 
tlian  moital  man  could  claim. 

Here  let  me  draw  the  decent  ¥cil,  that 
ought  to  (hade  the  (acred  myfteries  of 
Hymen.  Away,unhallowed  fcoiferSywho 
profane  with  idle  pleafantry,  or  immo- 
dcll  bint,  thefe  holy  rites ;  and  leave 
thole  happy  lovers  to  enjoy,  in  one  an- 
othefs  arms,  unutterable  blifs,  the  well- 
,  earned  palm  of  virtue  and  of  conftancy, 
which  had  undergone  the  nioft  fevere 
refinement :  a  more  deierving  pair  night''s 
curtain  (hrouds  not  in  if  s  dark  extent. 

The  thoughts  of  Renaldo's  felicity 
threw  a  damp  on  the  fpirits  of  Valen- 
tine, who  (aw  the  term  of  his  probation 
protra6^ed  a  few  days  longer,  and  could 
not  help  wifhing  in  his  heart  that  he 
had  atchieved  the  adventure  which  would 
have  abridged  his  expe^ation,  though  at 
the  expence  of  the  old  gentkman^s  dif- 
pleafure.  He  filled  a  bumper  to  the 
health  of  the  bride  and  bridegroom^  and, 
throwing  up  his  eyes,  with  marks  of 
admiration,  exclaimed,  <  How  happy  is 
<  the  count !    Alas,   five  days  longer 

*  muft  I  rein  my  impatience !'— •  It  is 

*  but  reafonahle,  you  rogue,  that  your 

*  betters  (houid  have  the  ftart  of  yoa,* 
faid  the  merchant,  who  did  him  juftice  ■ 
in  the  glafs,  and  counfelled  him  to 
drown  his  impatience  with  good  claret. 
The  youth  followed  his  advice,  and  it 
was  late  before  the  company  retired  to 
reft. 

Thefe  citizens, -however,  refblved  to 
ieizean  opportunity  of  rallying  the  new* 
married  couple,  according  to  cuftom; 
and  with  that  view  arofe  early  in  the 
morningi  on  the  iuppolitioa  #f  finding 

them 
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ttenftillaiteeps  Kttt  thcf  wcvi  ttdt  ■ 
littfe  farfnui,  wbca  thcv  «nltna  the 
tmakftfhng  room,  to  fte  Kenaldo  and- 
his  amiable  be^ellov  already  drd&dt 
wind  waiting  to  do  the  hoaoud  of  the 
hotiie.  The  old  gentleman  would  fain 
hare  cracked  a  joke  upon  their  extraor- 
dtnary  dtfpatchi  hut  be  was  fo  much 
mit-mwsd  by  the  dignity,  and  tamed  by 
the  fwcctne&of  Serafina*s  carrta|f ,  that* 
he  durft  not  give  uttennce  to  his  ces** 
Oiption  I  and  Valentine  ftood  iiient  and 
abiflied,  as  in  the  preience  of  a  fiiperior 
being.  After  brrakfaft,  tbeie  gentle-- 
men  and  Charlotte  again  exprefled  their 
ienie  of  the  obligations  they  owed  to 
this  happy  family,  repeated  their  in vi* 
lation  I  and»  taking  leavcy  returned  to 
London  in  a  coach  that  was  provided 
over  night« 

Our  friends  being  thus  left  to  them* 
felves«  Dob  Diego  turning  towards- 
Melville,  <  Now/  faid  he«  <  that  I  have 

*  gelded  to  the  impatience  of  Vour  lote, 
^  as  wdl  as  to  the  eaflernefr  ot  my  own 
'  defire  to  make  you  nappy*  I  muft  ht^ 
<  leave  to  inlerrupt,  for  a  little  while* 

*  the  ftream  of  your  motual  pleafurt, 

*  and  Kopole  a  melancholy  excurfion* 

*  whichi  however,  will  not  be  wholly 

*  void  of  enjoyment,    I  have  too  long 

*  delaved  the  performance  of  my  duty 

*  at  Antohia*s  grave:  let  us  (pend  the 
^  forenoon  in  that  pious  pilgrimage }  I 
*i  will  drop  a  few  tears  to  the  memory 

*  of  that  excellent  woman,  and  never 

*  aftcrwaidsfliall  my  friends  he  trottbl«d 
'  with  my  grief.* 

Tbe.propolal  being  univerially  ap* 
Moved,  they  fet  out  for  the  place,  which 
Ilad  oft  been  vifited  by  the  gentle  Sera* 
fina,  who  conduced  her  father  to  a  b)ack 
marble-ftone,  which  Reiialdo  bad  or- 
dered to  be  laid  over  the  graven  and*  as 
he  kneeled  to  kifs  the  monument,  be 
perceived  this  plain  infcription  in  the 
$pani(h  tongue.     *  Jni^nta  De  Ziht 

*  frimera  e«  t^  kweufer  bufno^j 

*  fatfigmda  m  todoU  qtufitifir  difdi* 
S  eka4ot  ^fUuLcw  Mot  r  tbatis,  <>!«• 

*  tonia  Pi  Zeksj  tumatcbed  in  wrtuii 
^  and  iq$fquaiUd  in  mufirtume^  adieur 
w  P  faithful  record  V  cried  the  CalH« 
lian,  fmittng  his  breaft,  while  his  tears 
diftilied  upon  the  marble  |  '  thy  gpod- 
i  nefs  was  the  gift  of  Heavm,  but  thy 

*  misfortunes   were  derived  from  thie 

*  rnilt  of  Don  Di^^  yet  his  forrovr 
;  mall  expiate  his  oftencc«  and  his  pcni* 
\  tepee  imd  favour  in  tb^  (ght  of  ties^< 


«^nli.  ]Ut,iti;ill4iittdviftMl  mn^ 

*  nal  peace  ihall  guard  thy  tomb,  an4 

*  nngcSs  minifter  to  thy  vnlpottad  fliadef 
f  nor  OmII  thine  aflies  lie  in  dark  ob- 

*  fcttrity  I  here  vnlJ  I  raiic  a  monoment 

*  more  fuited  to  thy  eicetlence  and 

*  name.*  Seraftna  melted  with  filial 
lendcmefs,  nor  were  the  reft  unmoved 
at  ^is  aftdinf  fceHc^  which  Don  Diigv 
did  not  quit  without  ralnftaaot. 


C  H  A  P«    XXXIL 

THB  LONOBtT  AND  Tpil  LAIT^ 

THE  nature  of  this  vifit  had  ro^« 
ed  every  heart,  and  faddened  eve* 
ry  countenance }  and  they  walked  info* 
lemn  filence  to  the  other  fide  of  tbft 
chu^h-yard,  in  order  to  repun  their 
carriages  {  wSln*  at  the  turmqg  of  thn 
ftile,  they  Taw  a  young  woman,  ia 
wretched  attire,  running  out  of  a  poor 
habitation,  wringing  her  hands  in  all 
the  a|;ony  of  defpair,  Notwithftanding 
the  diftraftion  in  her  countenance,  an3 
the  meannefs  of  her  appaid,  (he  difco« 
yered  a  regulaikv  of  fcatuics,  and  a  de* 
licacy  of  air,  which  did  not  at  all  cor* 
refpond  with  the  miftry  of  her  equijuge* 
Tbefe  exhibitions  oT  extreme  diAreis 
loon  attraAed  the  notice  and  compaflioa 
of  our  company )  and  Melville*s  beaute* 
ous  help- mate,  accofting  this  forlorn 
damfel  with  a  nity- breathing  afpeftt 
aiked  the  caufe  ot  her  diprder* 

*  Alas,  dear  lady!*  cried  the  other* 
with  all  the  emphafis  of  woe,  <  an  un- 

<  happy  gentleman  now  breathes  hia 

*  laft,  vrithin  this  inhofpitable  hoveit 

*  amidftfuchexcefsofmirery,  as  would 

*  melt  the  moft  flinty  bofomi    wha^ 

*  then,  rauft  I  feel;  who  am  conneAed 
f  with  him  by  the  ftrongeft  ties  of.  lovf 

<  and  conjugal  affc^lion  t*-^''  Who  ia 

*  the  unfortunate  objeA  V  faid  tlie  ph;^.- 
(ician.  *  Hit  was  once  well  known  in 
'  the  gav  world,*  replied  the  young  wo- 
man: *nis  name  is  Fathom.*  Every 
individual  of  the  company  flatted  at 
mention  of  that  detefted  name.  Sera- 
flna  began  to  tremble  with  emotion  | 
and  Renaldo,  after  a  fliort  paufe,  de- 
clared he  would  go  in,  not  with  a  view 
to  exult  over  his  roifcrv,  but  in  order  to 
contemplata  the  cataftrophe  of  fuch  a 
wicked  life,  that  the  moral  might  be  ih# 
more  deeply  engraved  on  his  remem*  , 
brance.    The  .young  oountefs,  whofe 

£  e  tender 


3IBK 


BBDOrajlVOI  COVHT  fATIKMi 


ttiitel 


r  hNn  tfdMTi^  Mar  tit  Ihock  of 
ttH  ^  Ijpl^lMld,  nnirMi  to  tli*  a«Bh 
with  MkImv  CkMAMic  «*dl  iIm  Jtw, 
wM4tf  ]UbKld6^  acOMbimiitti  by  th^nft,' 
4gmel  t  dlAilat  ^pMBRifUBy  ahOMatef 
^id  #f  foriituw  ana  co«teM»ioe» 
Whete  flMy  WhoM  the  IMMhed  hero  of 
nu^ifiF  Miixioifti  ftrtl^litd  flniDft  iMpcil 

f^mingly  iK  4to  g»H(j^  (4  d«|iK.  U* 
Wa9  wbre  tQ  the  bon^  either  by  famine 
drdiftcmperi  hit  face  was  oyerihadov- 
cd  with  bai'  M  $Nh|  bU  ^tet  were 
funkf  gUtted,  and  diftortedi  m  nof- 
trHt  dMeCi  hil  li|>i  dMtt#d  «ritlr  a 
black  iloiigh;  an^  bit  complexion  faded 
inM  a  pal«  elij^oflditf,  twidittg  <o  at 

»B«#  W I  i*  i  ^mif  cbetntvemlty 
Migi^kie^  fiiiialar,  and  di4rdh,eo»td' 
«M  b«  mW^  MitSgly  #eprertfitied^ 

VrMle  MeWille  pioikd  thif  tMan- 
4wly  ltfflb»r«nd  griamiigy  cried»  <  Bt-* 
^  hold  fUefhte  oTniaif  1' lie  perceived  # 
llfi0#  in  the  right ',hiaitd  of  the  •nioftv* 
Aide  f  ^hom^  which  hry  h&  dmched 
icMft  Mt  bftthd.  Conoot  to  know  thtf 
dbnteatt  of  flie  paper,  ^kh  the  jwuff 
v^iedian  Ibid  lis  had  kift  m  tb«^po(itioii 
for  fete^al  days,  he  Amw  iieaiei*  the 
wretehefd  coacU,  aiid  enit  »ot  a  iittle 
RifpriM  to  kc  k  addnfled  fD  the  Right 
Honourable  RenaMo  Couttt  Oe  MeU 
•  tiiler  to  the  care  6g  M#.  Jofliua  Ma^ 
pafleh,  tfkerchaiit  i*  JkMidoB.  When  h« 
attempted  to  di>feiigage  thia  billet  fron* 
the  i|nther*t  haiMff,  the  foftti^ng  female 
JFell  on  her  hneet,  entnati^  him  to  de* 
$(1,  Und  telling  him,  Aie  had  promiibd, 
tipein  cfathf  to  comrnvtiicate  the  <ionte&ti 
tb  no  perfoA  tipdn  earthy  bm  m  catty 
ike  letter^  tipevi  her  hulbaiid^t  deceafe, 
lo  (he  ^tteimm  te  whofe  eare  it  tmi 
mreQ3cu«* 

'  MEilddo  affhrnd  her^  upoir  hit  bo- 
ftMr,  that  be  iMa  dfo  very  Hcitakld 
tiofiilt  l!>e  Meltille  Amr  whom  it  wae  in- 
tended  j  -'  imd  ihi  ydkttig  creatine  wai  fo 
Ihueh  eonfmlftded  at  this  iMrdrmaito% 
ikettUS&a  'Ae  could  i^coltea  herAlf, 
Mdville  h«d  dj^ed  the  billet  and  read 
theft #0Mt.    '*'  '      ' 

«  TF  Hh't  pepef  ^toM  fall  \fiU>  the 

*  <  handi  of  the  "tioble  Kenatdo,  he 

«  will  niiderftMd  tfaht  l^atlmmwae  the 

•  flio(le«edi%blttrattoi'thRt'ev«rlrfipDi:' 

•  idtipditimlUf)M€!i#gb«aevbieike^  of 
«  ftttetikptedtobef!h&yitfjeiMQrdUibeitef«^'. 
'  tor.    Hie  iVhole  KfS  ^at  a  IKfti  ef 

•  freadi  pitMy,  aM  ch«  moft  ahomi^ 


ntMe  kinmiiiuAe  t  ddtyiof  w  tHi^^MMi^ 
AadBfhemrjitfpekrhiiibal,  Baivt-. 
fflg^adedfary-  tt>  die>  deadr  of  <kei»- 
comparjritie  9eiJ^a»  whoft  ^Mtmr  hei^ 
bad  aftib>n»hbed,  was  that  tbrwhid^ 
hd  deMredof  Henebn't  fotpr^mt^ 
norwimfbttding  the  drdhrffot  tam^ 
pttnaidn  and  mmerft  wfudi-fa^e  lastf^ 
pf^yedimw  hitlvear%  tefetlNrwid^ 
this  iBCfedible  mMjftf  hn/ddphyrabM^ 
death  which  by  thit  thoe  he  Hath  w^ 
dergone.  ThopghthblVruflerivf^aii^ 
fonowt  canntit  atpoe  (br  hieetidKnumv 
goilt,  porbape  they  WUt  ikcite  tb0 
companion  of  the  brnntne  COMt  ])# 
MehrillCf  n  leait»  thit  Cdniefliesr 
which  ndy  eonlaencf  diMtee  under  aft 
the  terrort  of  death  aUdfiunrity,  maf 
be  a  mamgiof  him  to  aeeadheiNie-' 
forth  7^  finiling  villain^  (ibe  the  em*' 
cnMeFiridioM,  upon  whoirimfeeakle 
ib«l  Almighty  God  hare  meacyr 

RenaldD  waf  deeply  aHelM  wM>fli^ 
oMReiife  ef  4Mt  ictoH,  which  deiioie<f 
fiickhovrotr  and  deTpair.  He  (itw  t|Mr< 
ooold'be  io  dtfTmAjUtioiy  or  faeifter  dh- 
fign  IK-  fhie  profeflkn  of  pemfteitce  t  htf 
bebeldthdcoflditionef  thet^imr^^elMir 
put  aD  hH<  httmane  paiiioire  hi  cMomfo-* 
tioni  lb' (Itot  he  reniembend  nothing  6f 
Fathom  bet  hit  preftnt  diAirefir*  He 
could  Icarce  contain  theft  iodicatitmf 
t^hich  might  haire  been  juftky  deemed  th^ 
cffka  of  wmLkneft  and  biHrmiey  j  amf 
having  dcfroA  the  ph^^ician  and  efcrgy-' 
man  to  domtibuM  their  atlftiHde  for  thd 
benefit  of  that  wretch*t  Ibtfl  mid  bedjr; 
he  ran  to  the  eoach  and  commuiiicAed 
tiie  letter  i»  the  ladtee )  at  the  Ame  tiemr 
drawing  a  piAUi«  of  the  obfeft  h&  hmt 
iSeni  whith  brought  teanf  iacothe  cvee 
of  the  teirtle  detafnai  who  eanteftly 
httstettd  her  lord  to  nfc  hi*  cndeavom^ 
for  the  tfflitf  and  recovery  of  the  rnihap^ 
fy  nmtii  that  hemighe*  if  pdfiiUe,  K«« 
menjoy  the  benefit  of  mature  repentance^ 
ta)d  Mfk  die  m  thm  dftadM  dei^if 
i#hich  he  mamleftvd  in  the  letter. 

K^aldo  returfHng  m  te  hMfe»  tonnd 
^e  pieit»  eteftyma*  leadW  pnyA# 
VKih  great  fertency^;  %ehile  Don  DMgd 
fhkMl  ^idl  hie  right'haftd  vpoti  hit  UfA^i 
hioking  iledfalUy  hpon  file  agoiiaiiif( 
Fath«m»  ahd  the  yetnig  woman  kamk4 
With  he»  ftyeaminjg  eyet  bfnd  «p  t^ 
HeaVM/  in  at^  extaQr  of  grirf  and  dett). 
tioA  1  the  pbyfichm  hid  rd*  th  an  apo^ 
tiite4ry*t  mof  In  the  heigkboerhood»  ^ 
fiMi  whenci  fei  Ibott lenaned withajtf  \ 
'     afiUbuit^  ( 


#t4t»llfAN»  M^NT  rAT«4Mf« 


ft^lS 


4i0  ftpaitd  viofe'liliAvr  tb 
lii«lmafcnor4iietliiSMbfoMSeac,  «tfle 

MoiAiMtf  Im  mob  A  wtili«<9idnl  which 
l»AMjwjlbribta. 

Oniat  0e  MetviUrintitattd'the  apethe* 
CBfy>  4cnFUt  to  pfocovt  a  tent-btd^bf 
rtie  MosnHDodBfioB  of  Iheitck  ptifon^ 
inch  iiil  iiMgiiMhte  difpfttdi  |  and,  .iil 
Ivfii  ^haii  an  4ioiiry  one  was  adbiall^r 
■fitchoi,  ««ri  ftahm  lifted  Soto  it,  aAef 
Mihttd-bcefi  fiiifteil«-and  k  fonie  Mcorure 
teified  fkm  ihe  dMffi  4jf  Im  iodlgtnce. 
Posivfbit  oimM^i^o,  t*o  iadiea  wtre 
CDodneM-to  a  tnrwii  ^0t  ftt*  «ff;  w4Mre 
dhmar  wasfbtfpoke,  that  they  miffht  ht 
m  hmd  «>  fo  the  e0ea  of  chtireMHty  | 
arhich  arasaotaonfiatdlowhatwehave 
■h«ady  d«fttfbed,  hut  OEtoodad  fbhr^ 
that  is  a  little  tia»e  the'ttpaittMiit'wat 

araatoM  pi^iridad  with  change  of  'W^* 
id)  ondmoaay  to.  mcoie  the  ooaefflvie* 
of'f«bi#«adi:.' 

tNcMhwMMandme  tAl  aheircare,  4he 
matehcd  9^atha«i^iU  fenaaifiad  inftitTi* 
hie,  ••nd  the  daHor  pronpunced  4i  very 
tiiifavooraMO'progiioticie,  while  he  or- 
^rMl  m  paN-4>t;siddM«onal  YeTicamrief  td 
ta  Jaid  upoi^hit  aram,  and  oihar  pMmei* 
nudicviiee 'to  he  «dinmiftcred.  Attef 
UmiMT,  the 'ladies  veneaBfdto  viftt«he 
fiaee;  and  when  SeraAna  creffod  the 
ihreftiold.'the  weepiag  female  icil  at  hef 
Act,  euid  hiffing  har  rohe,  azdaimedy 

*  Sure  you  are  an  an{;el  from  Heaven  !* 
'The  alteratfon  mi  her  drefs  had  made 

a  ^ary  agreeable  change  aifber  appear- 
moe,  lb  that  the  coonteft  could  now ' 
loait  »poii  herwkhoutihuddering  at  her 
di#aef»  t  4aid,  m  iFtnAmm  waa  Mt  fna 
Qaodk ion  to  be^tttftvrbad,  iie  took  thia 
oppoitunity  4gf  tiiqai^ng  by  what  fltpi 
that  ualbnuiiate  wretch  wne  coMvcyid 
from  thepVff<in,  in  trideh  ihe  kfiaw4ie 
had  been  confi  Aid,  to»  -  the  plaoe  where 
henawhy  in  4iieh  etctremityi  ^nA  by 
what  occwiienee  ha  had  fooad  a  wife  in 
fhah  an  abyfe  ef  mi^feftune.  Herete 
oAcr't  tears  began  to^^tow  dvtfli.  '^  1 
<  am alhamedy*  feid4ie,  ^to revaal'iDy 
«  owti^follyf  yetI^aael1at«tf«febia- 
<  nafadlioii  of  ihia^ktnd  to  a  padbn  who 

*  tea  laid  ma  ander  foch  fignal  ohliga- 


HSbe  ^|mi' proceeded  to  ftlatoher  ibry^ 
hfi#hkh  A  appaaiad,  Ihe  waa  ai»«ther 
mo  flio^flMr^nd'ynhappylMiaorrWhesm 
the '  jjifultrithaiu  ihail  dihoisthwi  vmi 


fMvrii  afrieal  !■  ^oaAif  n  tte  wttuoitf 
edraiiy  dalMbad  ki  thefe  Matfrnrt. 
Bipitn,*  coffCiniBrdiic, 'waapleared 
to^rstfearethe  pTe^^f  my  malbn  which 
I  'had  Uk,  eirbeii  J  Iboad  aiyfrif  v. 
baadoncd  by  the  count)  hot,  ailin]r 
oomieftion  with  •mtroani  family  be* 
iii|^  entii^  eot  off,  and  avery  door 
iivt  againll  a  poor  craata^c  who  aoald 
pncuiv  no  redomtiR  odatlOl^  •  e|BDe|lt 
the  eertiActMr  figned  by  ahe  ah^Maft 
of  Bedlam,  whkh.  hd^  df  iotro- 
trathKiilg  me  to  ftnrice,  was  an  oiT* 
fbrmgontable  oi^jafliutt  ao  my  ehHte* 
teri  I  foofid  tnyfclf  defthuta  of  aM 
meaas  of  Abfifting,  mdaii  1  Unodld 
condeTamd  w  li«e  ^ha  lalsmoui  andi 
wiawlwd  life  «f  a  aativteaaa'i  an  ax^ 
pedient  lendered  palatable  by  dM  aer- 
ton  of  want  «o-apafati&f  «*ith  tlietek 
teAioa  wf  eha  waeukfahk  loA  J  had 
already  TuAafoed.  I  -adc  fanhn  for 
oflhndiag  )war  ^fte'aam  witfa  thia 
hnpvre  aetiMton  ^my  guikf  wb jkb^ 
Ileavet)  knowal  f  than  #!,  anddbw 
do,  look  upon  with  abboanaar  and 
deteftatfoa.  I  had  alieadr  foifcitcd 
my  innocence,  and  waflted  ceibhilioft 
toeneouiieer  nriftvy  aad  deaths  Iffr- 
nrthtfofs,  'before  4  could  4eievaiina 
to  •embrace  the  condition  of  «  profti- 
tute,  t  ivaa  one  day  ascbdad-  ini^hfe 
Fark  hy  an  elderly  geAtiem«i,  whb 
ikt  down  by  meapon  h  bea«h,  and 
taking  llotio^of  the  defpoodeneawhich 
tyaa  aaideatin  mvobantmanee,  paeflP- 
ad  me  to  makentm  aoquointednwith 
the  natafe  of  aiy  mtafbitiAie'.  iSb 
much  -fymipathy  aad  ga«d  foHe  ap^- 
paarad  in'  h  i  a  dcjpai  lamit  and  qoawi^ri. 
nthm,  tint  1  gratified  .hit  nraaeft) 
aad  he,  «  ivtantfor  oiy  coa^eHe^ 
feved  me  €rom  the  m0(tlwn<)J».«alt 
of  my  prafpeft,  bv  taking  eaa  lata 
hie  pvdtifttoa,  ana  referewg  me^fbr 
hie  ovm  aMWite.  In  tliia  4ituatiaa  I 
li?od  a  whdle  yair,  mttiiaiMed^ 
pfivtd  ctf  my  iDtaper  by  aa  apopMick 
lit,  tmd  tamed  oat  of  d^m  *hf  ih^ 
rela^ioaa  j  who  did  not,  huaaaii,vArip 
ma  of  4he  tdoathaaad  movaabkaaahicli 
1  owad  to  hir  bouatr.  >9F9t  fiom4>eu 
ing  aa  yet  reeoaeiled  to«  viciooB^Vfe^ 
I  refeWed  to  reaowHe  the -paiha!  df 
Ihame)  and  <»iwreftingmy4#e<H  into 
ready  inomy,  hired  afmall  (hag^-amll 
farfliflied  it  with  hatmdatery  la^re, 
fatending-toaarn  an  haivft  ^Idmotl 
by  ^e  fale  #f  thda^ommoditWs,  W- 
fethMT 'wMh  thapltia-wtik^iHiihi^f 
Bet  «  hoped 


?i4 


yEltmNANS   COVNT/FAT«0*fc 


*  hoped  to  bt  cnwtofHl  fo  feott  U  ttif 

*  talents  iboiiid  be  known.  Bat  thn 
«  ichcne  dfd  not  tnfwer  1117  cxpo^ 
«  tton.    The  goods  fpoiled  upon  my 

<  hands}  and^aslwasa  ftraogerinthe 
4  nei|hbourhood»  nobody  woaM  in- 
'  tnift  nie  with  any  other  bufinefs  1  ib 

*  thaty  norwhhftanding  the  ntoft  farfi*- 

*  ttonious  aconoray*  I  ran  in  dtkft  to 

<  my  landlord,  who  feised  tny  tffeRt  | 
.«  and  an  hofier,  from  whom  I  had  re« 

<  cdved  fomc  parcels  upon  credit,  took 
«  oat  a  writ  againft  me  {  by  vittue  of 

<  which,  I  wasarrefted  and  impciteed 
«  in  the  MaHhallea,  where  I  fotind  my 

<  firft  Mocer.  Oood  Heaven  I  what 
«  did  I  icel  at  this  unexpefted  meadng, 
^  overwhelmed  hs  I  was  before  with  my 

'•  own  diftrefs !  I,  with  a  ^oud  (cream, 
«  fainted  away  f  and,  when  I  recovered^ 
«  fbund  my&if  in  the  itnns  of  Mr.  Fa»- 
■*  thom,  who  wept  over  me  with  great 

<  aflliftion.  All  niapro(peasof|faiery 

*  hild  now  vaniflied,  and  his  heart  was 
^  foftened  by  his  own  misfortanes,  to 

*  a  feeling  of  anOdier*s  woe,  as  well  as 
«  to  ii  due  fen(c  of  his  own  guilt.  He 
/*  cxpteiTed  the  dtepeft  forrow  for  hav* 

*  ing  been  theoccanon  of  my  ruin,  en^ 
^  deavOared  to  cbmfoTt  me  with  .pro> 
'  mife  of  afiiftance ;   and,  indeed,,  by 

*  pra6lifing  HRdfcine  among  the  prifon* 
/  ers,  made  .ibift  Uh  keep  us  both  Ifom 
^.ftarving.  But,  iiirely,  noisnnerun- 
^  i^rwent  fuch  fevtre  remorfe  as  that 

*  which  he  fufifered  during  his  iraprii> 
A  ibetoient.    From  the  .day  of  our  meet«> 

'  S  ing,  I  never  once  faw  him  fmile-}  a 

*  melancholy  cloud- contiAally  over- 

*  hung  his  countenance*  He  numbered 
f  the  minutes  by  bis  |;roans }  he  ufed 
,«  to  ftart  with  honor' Irom  his  ikep} 
r*  and*  ftrikii^  his  <bfoa(^  would  ex^ 
S  claim,  ^  O  ElinTort:!  Am-  the  Worft 
■f*  of  villains  r*'  ^Sometimes  he  fecmed 
J^  difirdered  Hh»  his  -braiii,  and  raved 
^  vbout  .Renaldo  and  l^iloiiimfat  in  a 
•^  word,  his  mind  was  in  a  dreadful 

<  fituttton)  and  alt  his  agonies  wtfre 
f  Communicated  to  me,  whom  by  this 
•4  time  ha  had  married,  in  ordtfr  to  make 
'•  fome  atoOement  for  my  wrongs. 
.<  Wretiched  as  he  then  was,  I  remem* 
'*  bered  the  accompliAied  youth  who  had 


was  Hi  onfeit.'  Thoogil  hit  hilfk 
heaitnd  creditor  had  no  otber^hattct  of 
beine  fiayed,  ihan  dbat  of  iettin^  hiili 
at  liberty,  helentadeaf  cartpidloar 
fupplications)  and  this  ciruelty  oon^ 
fplrmg  vvith  fha  MiguiAi  of  my  huf- 
band*s  own  icAeftion,  afibfited  hie 
health  and  fpirits  to  Aich  «  degree,  thai 
he  could  no  longer  earn  chemUbra^la 
pittance  which  had  hitherto  ft^pported 
our  li  ves.  Then  our  calamities  begpm 
to  multiply.  Indigence  jmd  famid^ 
ftar^  as  in  the  facei  and  it  was  wiili 
the  otmoft  dtflficuliy  that  we  refifted 
their  attacks,  by  fcUang  or  pkdgix^ 
our  weartng-'apparel^omil  we  ware  left 
almoft  <iuite  naked,  wheti  we  found 
ourfelves  difcharefid  by  an  aft  paflod 
for  the  relief  oi  intolvent  debtors. 
This  charitable  law,  which  was  in- 
tended for  a  confolation  to  the  wretch* 
tdt  proved  to  OS  the  moft  ftvere  4iA 
after  t  for  wt  were  tamed  oot  into 
the  ftreeH,  utterly  deftitme  of  food» 
raiment  and  lodgins ;  at  a  time  when 
Mr.  Fathom  was  &  weakened  by  tiis 
dtilemper,  that  he  could  not  ftand  *• 
lone.  I  fupported  him  from  door  to 
door»  implorins  the  compaffion  of 
charitable  ChnfNans|  and  was  ac 
length  permmed  to  Ihelter  bam  in  this 
miftrable  place,  wberr  his  difeafe  gua* 
ing  ground,  he  lay  three  ds^  in  that 
deplorable  condition^  from  which  he 
hath  nowbeen  refcued  (though^  I  fear 
too,  late)  by  your  humanity  and  be- 
nevolence.* 

She  flied  a  dood  of  tears  at  the  Coa* 
dufion  of  this  monmful  tale,  which  did 
not  fail  to  afFe£^  the  whole  audience) 
efpecially  Serafina,  who.  aflurod  her, 
that  whatever  fliottid  happen  to  her  hof* 
band,  fhe  might  depend  upon  finding 
favour  and  orote&ion,  provided  her  coA- 
duA  Aould  oorrefpond  with  her  pro« 
*  feCions.  WhAe  this  grateful  crea* 
tore  kifled  the  hand  of  t^r  kind  bene* 
fsarefs.  Fathom  uttered  a  groaot  be* 
gaii  to  ftir  in  the  bed)  and  wtth  a  laa« 
guid  voice,  called  upon  Elinor  |  who  in« 
ftantLy  withdrawiiig  the  cortain,  pre« ' 
ienttel  the  whole 'Company  to  his  view. 
He  had  now  retrieved  the  uft  of  his 
perception,  by  the  operatson  of  the  bltf* 


*  captivated  my  virgin  heart  |  the  old    ters,  which  began  to  torture  him  ibftsc< 


^  imftfefiioiis  fbll  remained )  I  faw  his 
A  penitence,  pitied  hif  misfbrtunei  and, 
.  f.hts  vAfeb^ing  dead,  conlented  to  join 
«  ^b  fate,  the  ceremony  having  been 
f  i^cfffomicd  by  a  fellow- pcifen^,  who 


ly{  he  looked  around  him  with  i 
moot  and  affright |  aad,  difliamiiflyag 
the  theee  oerfons  againft  whom  •Ae.chiK 
arrows  of  his  frsod  owl  treachery  had 
boea  kf^Mt  be  condoded  that  ha  #in 
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^lowaftivid  at  die  Un^  of teartodfoulH 
^nd  tfaat^  th«  (baikt  of  tboic  wImhi  he 
iuui  ia  girievouAyiiijured*  wcr«  come 
|o  ice  him  toraMiitad  aC4^4ing  to  bit 
ikmeriu, 

?r9ttgbt  with  this  notioiiy  which  wat 
^onfuoMKi  |by  the  bodily  fk^n  which  h« 
£4t».and4he  uppearance  of  the  cleim* 
mgok  and  JoQiua»  whom  he  miftook  m 
the  miniftert  of  vengance»  he  cried  ia 
il  -toar  replete  with  horror,  '  U  then 
1  QoiDercy»theii»fprjicnitencel  is  there 
^  Qo  pity  due  to  the  nuTeriet  t  fufiered 

*  UDOO  certht  &|ve  rne,  O  bouvtifiil 
5  deaven  j  from  the  terrore  of  ererlaft- 
,*  ing  woe  ^  hida  me  from  thefe  dread- 

*  ful  exeGoCioaen,  whoAlooka  are  tor* 

*  tvre!— Forj;ivemey  geneiroiisCaihlian ! 
'  -^OlUaaldol  thotthadftooceateader 
f  heart !— I  dare  DOC  Uft  my  eyee  to  8e- 

*  rafinal  that  pattern  of  human  excei- 
<  kiice»  who  fell  a  vi^im  to  mv  atro- 

*  eioufgiiiUi  yet  her  afped  i$  all  mild- 
'  nefa  and  oompaffion  I— Ha !  are  not 
4  the(e  the  dropa  of  pity !  Yes,  they 
'  are  tears  of  mercy  s  t^  fall  like  re* 

*  freihing.  fiiowers  upon  my  drooping 

*  ibul  I  Ah,  murdered  innocence !  wik 

*  thou  not  intercede  for  thy  betrayer  at 

*  theThj:oneof  CraceP 

Here  he  was  iaterrgpted  by  Melville, 
•who,  with  a  grave  and  (blemn  air,  pro- 
nounced, *  Gftat  hath  been  thy  guilt, 
unhappy  FerdinaiWy  and  great  have 
been  tny  fuifcrings.  Yet^  we  come 
not  to  inAUt,  but  to  alleviate  thy  di£> 
trefs.  Providence  hath  kiodly  de- 
feated thy  dire  intentions  j  which  wc 
therefore  now  for^ivt,  and  tranfmit  to 
oblivion,  whether  Jt  be  thy  lotto  yield 
up  thy  ipirit  immediately,  or  to  fur- 
vive  the  dangerous  malady  with  which 
thouartat  preicntoyerwhelme4.  Suf- 
fer not  thjielf  to  defpair,  for  the 
mercy  of  Heaven  is  infinite  $  and  fub- 
mit  to  the  dire^Uons  of  tliis  worthv 
gentleman,  who  will  employ  his  ikiU 
tor  thy  recovery,  while  we  ihail  take 
care  to  furniih  thee  with  neceflary  at- 
tendance. As  too  much  fpeakifig  may 
be  prej,udiciai  to  thy  health,  I  dii- 
penle  with  a  reply,  and  exhort  thee  to 
cemppie  thy(elt  to  relt.*  So  faying, 
he  drew  the  curtain,  and  the  company 
jctimd,  leaving  Fathom  tntranced  with 
wonder. 

The  next  ftep  which  Renaldo  took 
for  the  benefit  of  this  wretched  peni- 
tent, was  to  fend  for  the  apothecary, 
^irilh  whom  he  left  a  fum  of  money  to 


be  expended  for  the  convtmaooe  of  Fa* 
tbom  and  his  wife  j  then  hie  laid  injuncr 
tions  upon  the  phyfician  to  repeat  hit 
viiitsi.  and  that  gei^tleman,  together 
with  the  clcigyman  and  Jofhua,  mking 
leave  of  the  others  till  next  day,  thf 
count  (et  out  with  the  iadies  and  hia 
father-an-Uwt  to  the  houfe  where  th^ 
had  lodged  the  preceding  night. 

The  reader  may  we7l  imagine  the 
cooverfation  of  the  evening  turned  whbU 
Iv  upofi  the.  Urange  occurrence  pf  the 
day,  which  fcemed  to  have  been  con* 
cermd  by  fupematoral  prefcience,  in  or* 
dtr  to  utisf^  the  vengeance,  and  af&ri 
matter  of  tnumph,  to  the  generofity  of 
thoTe  who  had  been  io  grteronfly  inj^red 
by  the  guilty  Fatbom»'  Though  not 
one  of  them  would  iky  that  fnch  a  mi^ 
creant  ou^ht  to  live;  y^t  all  concurred 
in  approving  the  omces  of  humanity 
whicn  had  been  per^rmed,  and  f vea 
cndi;avottred  to  fin^  ^cious  pretexta 
for  vindicating  thelc  comp^^O.  Don 
Diego  faid  it  would  ill  become  a  ttanf* 
greuor  like  him,   to  withold  his  for* 

S'venefs  from  a  iinner  who  had  wronged 
m.  Madam  Clement  ap]>ealed  to  the 
approbation  of  Heaven,'  which  had  un*> 
doubtedly  direAed  them  that  way,  for 
the  purpofe  they  had  fulfilled.  SciUp 
Una  oblerved,  that  the  crimes  of  the 
delinquent  were  obliteiated  by  his  for- 
row,  mifery,  and  repentance.  Renaldo 
honefUy  owned  that,  excluiive  of  other 
reafons,  he  could  not  deny  himielf  the 
luxurious  enjoyment  of  communicating 
happinefsto  nis  fellow -creatures  in  dii- 
trefs:  and  each  fervently  prayed  that 
their  charity  might  not  bie  diiappointed 
by  the  death  of  the  object. 

While  they  amufed  themfelves  in  thefe 
difcuiTions,  Fathom,  after  having  lain 
fome  hours  filent,  in  confequence  of  Re- 
naldo*8  advice,  could  no  longer  Aipprefs 
the  ailonifhm,ent  of  his  mind;  but,  ad- 
drefling  himfelf  to  his  wife,  <  O  £lir 
<  nor  !*  faid  he,  *  my  delirium  is  now 
*  paftt    though  I  ft  ill  remember  the 

phantafies  of  my  diftempered  brain  | 


*  among  other  reveries,  my  imagination 
^  was  regaled  with  a  vifion  fo  pcrfdSt 

*  and  dilunft,  as  to  emulate  truth  and 


<  reality.    Methought  Count  De  Mel- 

<  ville,  Don  Diego  De  ZeloSj^  and  the 

*  divine  Serafina,  the  very  perfons  who 

*  are  now  crying  before  the  Throne  of 

*  Heaven  for  vengeisince  againi^  the  guil- 

*  ty  Fathom,  ftood  by  my  bedfide,  with 

*  looks  of  pity  and  forgiveneis }  an4 

*  that 


ti^ 
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*  niit  JBminQO  nofirc  ptttt  to  niy  vt* 

*  i^yaifiBjglbd.    I^M^the^woftlt  dif- 

*  'tinOlj^  1 1  rftamfhctoininy  inetiNiiry. 
<  1  fftw  thetetn  tri^lkle  from  Seriiina^i 
"  c^^cS|Xue&rd'|icrntntrBM6racofnpiir> 

*  CofiKte  fijrh  f^iid  ihoq^  «auaily  Mieve 
«-  4}m  tbey  vvere  perfonalljr  nrefent,  had 
^  not  {  loiur  «]go  'ften  wim  my  tnm 
*.eyeSy  the  T^nd  fffoecffioA  ^  that 

*  y<>'"J5'*^  -i^^hofe  ^rpngS'Ged  ^ar- 
■  iloji !  alTn  4ift)T  ■  I  not  convinced  '^h^ 

*  Ttini  1  prTC^i)^  covid  not  he  tflb£ldd 
« -wtthotltth^imnijtdHrtf  andmiratidotm 
«  In/reqjydfition  lof  fieftven.    Y^  eireiy 

*  -thfejf  I  vowfb,  concf}>ttnd$  wrtli  the 
«  ^ftoras  pf 'Ra[iaHo)  which  ftBl  found 
•'iti  tnj  ttft*  ^VFhtn  my  pereeotioii 
«fofioQk  JtCy  ,rill)rfn  the  moft  nbjcfft 

*  iriiftry.  ^inotfg  ftrsfw  j  afidthoui  poo^ 
.  *  itfjurei  innbceQccy   waft  o^ked  «nd 

«  ftniprn.  ,^0w«1  find  myfelf  aepofM 

*  R^  2  waitlif  ealj }  bomfofttftsie  hcd :  ^ 

*  «ce  atotQ^d  tttt  rae  intfrks  of 'htnnai) 

*  tharhy  :and  qire  $  and  the  favotirable 

*  dnio|;e.in  diy  appearance,  glads  my 
••y>or  diC|c:ifltu  heart,     Say^   whcnoe 

*  •ttw  ^»Wy  tdtcratron  f  Do  f  irally 
^  awake  irom  that  dream  of  -mifnjr  m 

*  whirh  we'jiaire  continued  To  long*  or 

*  t)o  I  Itiii  li.tterthe  extnnragant  ravings 
'  tjf  a  dfftempered  hrain  ■?'' 

xlQiOr  w^  afraid  of*  tmpaithig  'at 
cm^e  tin  the  partrcutart  of  the  iiappy 
ttemgc  he  liad  undergone,  left  they 
tni^c  fea^e  adangerous  impreflkm  upon 
mtamy,  which  was  not  yetduty  com- 
fibM :  mecontented  heifelf,  therefore, 
whh  telling  hitn  that  he  had  been  oblig  • 
«Jlto  thehpmanityof  a  gentleman  and 
lady,  who  thanced  to  pafs  that  way  by 
acadent.  and  w^io,  trnderftandiitg  hfs 
deptoraUe  cafe,  had  fortiilhed  him  with 
the  conventencics  which  he^i^w  enjoyed: 
fte* then  pielen ted  to  him,  what  the  doc^ 
tor  had  directed  her  to  adminrftvr  j  and, 
admoDiihmg  him  ; to  con.'mtt  his'iiead 
to  the  piHow,  he  was  favoured  with  a 
Vieathinglweaty^ilTaft  afteep,  and  in 
a  few  hours  waked  again  altogether  cool 
find  imdiftorbed. 

It  was  upon  thla  occafion  thut  \ih  wife 
jnrplained  the  circumftances  of  that  viiTt 
vrhich  bad  redeemed  him  from  extre- 
nity  of  vwetchedneft  land  the  jaws  of 
death  s  «pon  which  he  ftarted  up,  4nd 
throwing  himfeif  upon  his  knees,  ex- 
daimed,  *  all-mciousPowerl  this  was 

*  the  work  of  thy  own  bounteous  hand  ] 
«  the  voice  rf  my  fbrrbw  and  fepen- 

*  tance  hath  teen  heard.    Thou  -haft 


^   HHpMWI  ^Biy   <yClieilCIOiV   WStR 

*  than  -niortai  goodoels»  in  4ay  Miidf  $ 
'  bow  IMI  -I  pralfe  t(iy  namel  hew 
'  •fbaFl  I  icquife  thcti  geacitlfiiyl  O  I 

*  am  bankrupt  to  both  !  yet>  ietmeiiQC 

*  perifli  until  I  Ihafl  liave  «0Avioced 

*  'them  of  my  rrfbraatiop,  vnd  iecfli 
^  them  ^en|oying  that  veuoity  wmdi 

*  ought  t*  heniefvedffjr<fudi'Otttfiaai» 

nMRe*  VfriUe* 

^Next  dayin  thie  feMnoon  ie  was'ri^ 
lited  by  Hie  phy4kiffn)  9«tMai  ht  «ov^ 
WeoHehed  ^  bwre  ieen  at  thtliM^  of 
vQadam  Gienitnt  j  Md,  aftsir  wnrnig^ 
thanked  that  gesitleman  for  hia  %BtBa- 
liity  and  «bi«^  he  ^amdHv'  keg^  t6 
know -bj  what  Means  SevaHmi  liad  kec& 
prt'ferved.  Whati  he  vi»  ktnUM  in 
%his  partictthrr,  and  given  to  iHidarftaiiA 
that 'Ibe 'was  now«bappy  4ft  'the  aran  of 
Aenaldo,  <  Sleflfed  tw  irodr  ke  oried; 

*  forh^vmg-defeated  the-vttMtoy«f  hiiA 
-*  whofoiTghttoparttfudilova&s*  Oe^ 

*  Sir,  win  ytro  tA4  ■oneoifciw^jmce  t6 
^  your  ^rhanty^  and  be«rto  -that  happ^ 
^  couple,  andl^  fxible  Don  Ok^  4hh 
^  refpe^  aikl  thtTemoi^  of  aliaoer^ 
^  penitent,  ^rtiom^theirvompafiioo'hath 
A  railed  to  Jife.     I  -have  <be«9i  fiidh  k 

'  ti  aitor  to  them ,  -that  ray  ^t^vdsHlaftrrk 
<<  no  regard.  ItwHI  not  thavefoft'olle 
-«  proMions.    I  *da]«  j^at'*bope  to  ht 

*  admitted  info  their  preicnCe^  1  an»'» 
*■  indeed,  ^ih«rnctf  ^  <be  the  Nght  ik 
-«  the  ftint  how  -then  could  I  4>eBr  thk 
-<  kxdesof  that  in|ni«djfafflfly>!  Ah,  no'! 
■*-  jct  jne  hWe  myiiilf  in  ibme  obfoOM'  t€^ 

*  treat,  where 'I  may  wofk  .oatmy  ^feK- 
'*  vation  Wkh  -feer.jiBd  tieiDblingy  «n8 
**  pny  incelBmtly  to  •ilaateo  for  ^iV 
■*  piofperitT.'  • 

Th^  'phyucisn-pfomiabd  to  ^pivKi/t 
ills  contrition  to  thc'conntand  kis  lady; 
«od  accoidtngly  taroceed^  totkeir^ha- 
hitatton,  where  be  fepeated  tkele  -ex*- 
,|irefrions,  and  pttmoontcd  'his  paticift 
-out  of  danger;  fo  tkat  their  thought^ 
were  now  employed  in  eonoerting  a 
ibheme*lbr  his  future  Aibfiftienee,  Hiat 
ke  might 'i>ot  keexpofed  b^  trntigenct 
to  A  reiapie  in  point  of  niorals.  K^natdO 
"hfktt^  fttll  averfe 'to  jiny  perianal* 'infer- 
<<ou£  with  fttch  a  wretdi,  tatfil  \h 
flioaM  give  fbme  uodookt^  pfooii  <o( 
-amendment,  and  as  yet  afraid  -^  4»i> 
trufting  him  with  anv  office^  that  v^ 
4|uired  int^ty,  refolred,  wMitkoap- 
proteiUon  of  all  prelent*  to  fttde  bHli 
in  a  cheap  country  in  the  nortkof  B#|^ 
iandy  where  kcand  kis  wife  oaald'li^ 
comfoctaU/ 


i:MBIirAMll  CtatVt   tATWtVL 
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of  fialjf 

|||MMl%  *ttik:lii»MH«i*urftaaMcnx 
Into  Bm  t^  w  Mtmr  picMriMMli 

TIms  seMwlNB  ^fis  }tlft  t;ita),  wWn 
J«(htHk  arntcfl,  wiik  •  fle»tkniiin  ^ftem 

(BtMi^of  ttKSpniOiiabtffiidbr.  Af» 
Mt  tito  iirft  GMolimtAts^  diit  ftiangctf 
.l«kl  theCaMaw^  thtt  ht  «nMi»d  vpoa 
Un  at  die  6efim«f  hn  exoBMcnof,  whs 
fiMd  hmvt  dnne  in  peffon.  had  he  n«f 
Wndraluitfd^tlMacMit}  tlMnkipvt 
iMo  Im  hMd  a  ictler  froal  tliii  eduvt  of 


by  «  myeium  <f 

JlinQr  ifiat  iKm  Maitoei  De  Mendota 
kaTtoji^  made  awajr  with  himfetf  by  poi* 
iMIy  ja  order  to  aroki  the  (H%racK  of  a 
)qpa|  cai^TifttoBv  hta  catholick  aajeily 
«■§  ttoar  cDDvia^  of  Bon  Diqga't  hn 
Mamoa^  ana  anaittil  niit>  iMNFa  to  la* 
lanr  attd  takajpo^eili^  of  hit  hooaurt 
tnddfaMa*  ''Xiusifllcrrii»ad<aiwaacdo«* 
teiad  by  tktf  iecret^.  who  aibred  him 
that  Ifte  avMrubr  )um1  ord|Ni  to  mAt 
Ihb  acitianiitaA  ifitb  tht9  rayoiirabke  dt« 
iifiMi  of  the  lung^  The  CtftHiap  hav^' 
ktt  firftacl|ailtari  bimrelf  ia  ^  moft 
yawla  tif  mi  la  the  NuetsryaiiQ  ^e  Jeiff 
a4io^  be&id»  bad  alwa^i  befenriYatf* 
wBig^  of  ^hiw  iKiiR^ty  ooQifauiticated 
bU  happincib  to  theeompanf  ;  and  thti 
tveaii^ coHclikMjbe  third  da/of  thehr 
ft|oieiD^« 

Neat  n*fiiiBg>  Don  Diego  went  to 
vifit  tbe  aiabaflador,  accompanied  by 
Joiiua  and  the  ftcretary)  ^hiM  ibel 
iMictaiiy  ftfthriag  to  the  habitation  of 
Fithoniy  figniitdy  by  ReniM»*8  di^ 
ffdlidii>  dait  tcfiifaiciaii  which  had  bteit 
tdten  ia  hie  bcfaaif  $  and  the  patient  no 
tmmar  hcaM  hie  doom,  than  lifting  up 
biabaiid»9  he  cried,  «  I  am  unworthy 

*  of  facb  tendemefs  and  benetoience  I* 
vhile  BliAor  iked  a  flood  of  tears  in 
6lenoe^  unable  to  ^ive  ott6raaee  to  her 
■raaeiiil. thought.  MehrtUr't  bonnty 
having  ib  he  tianfceaded  her  moii  £in. 
guiilebope. 

The  Spaniard  having  peid  htedtvoin 
to  hit  caEcelieney,  retaroed  befotv  dtn^ 
^eri  *nd»  in  the  afrsmooitv  defiring  A 
private  conference  vtfith  Serafina,  rtiey 
fibrtd  intd  Another  apartawnt,  arid  he 
•mreMItmfelf  tothiicffta.    <  Yon 

*  hare  eontnded^  my. deal  ehild,  asi 

*  habit  of  casing  Midani  Clement  yoor 
f  incithflri  and»  doabtlefe^  by  her  ^jw 

*  temai  tandeluris  and  reguld,  ihe  hath 
<  na|iiiicd  a  jufk  litk  to  oa  apdUtain  9 


yetf  1  awtty  I  wnvMnH^ltPli^gpMarit 
by  a  kffik  ckam^  i  tier teittr  retner« 
ed  ny  dMhptvv  tiatti  gMtv  htranlav 
to  the  moft  defewiog  yoolh  that  mm 
fighed  wtdi  love«  iiaidiceii  tlr|^ 
which  ftcmad  yoorhappinefaibat  liaft 
niyfeif  ki  albliRiry£tnitiao»#hicbtveA 
the  rltora  of  my  goodfeijiaao  cMmot 
render  eaQr  and  &ipoattybley  Whcm 
I  revifit  tbs  caOe  ar  Uoiy  evity  well» 
known  obfdA  wiik  tmkk  thd-  nfbmmj 
of  my  Antmiat  and  I  iiall  waM  a 
compantoB  to  ill:  her  place*,  and  to 
fympathiae  with  aie  in  that  Skai^m 
which  will  be  derived  fraHi  ny  io* 
raembiaiKe.  Who  ia  there  fo  awrthf 
to  incceed*  yaoc  atoter  in  the  wSk*- 


tion  of  Don  Di^fe^  a»  (le-wbo 

refts  her  love  lor  geriina»  aad  tt> 

femblet  h6r  lb  ftrongiy  in  every  vhtat 

of  the  iea  ^  fioalar  attraftion^  will 

produce  fimilar  tS&Skt.    My  heatt  ia 

already  attached  to  that  good  iadyi 

and,  providtd  Serafita  ftnU  appevre 

of  my  choice^  I  will  by  flBgriat  aad 

fofftnne  at  latr  fart/ 

The  fMT  counteA  rtpKad  with  an  ea» 

chanting  fnril^  that  before  thie  deela*' 

ration^  (he  had  with  pieafm:e  peraerpol 

(he  progreft  which  Madmn  Clement 

had  made  ia  bis  beirt  f  and  thai  (he  did 

not  believe  them  wac  a  pevTon  apoa 

earth  better  aualified  to  repair  the  to%  ^ 

be  bad  fuftaiaedt  dmtigh  ihe  iWefiiw 

oae'obftacleto  hie  happineA,  whieh  iw 

vrat  a£raid  would  aoc  be  cafily  fue^ 

mounted.    *  Yoa  mean^*  anfwiKd  the    . 

GaftsifMif  f  the  difcence  ot  religiod^ 

'  whteh  I  aai  leibivid  to  mmevi,  bjr 

adopting  the  pwaifteni  feithf  thoogii 

I  ani  fully  fatislied  that  real  goodneH 

is  of  no  partieahir  pceiimiiont  and 

that  falvation  oaanet  denead  ii{kmi  ^ 

belief,  over  whidi  Hke  wii  hai  no  i<b»  ^ 

flueace.     I  invtil  f09  therefore  witft 

the  charge  of  declaring  nty  pfiioa  ami 

propoi'aly  and  hapower  yon  to  fatisly 

her  (cmplea  with  regard  to  Ihe  velt* 

gion  which  I  dow  profefa  1  end  whieh 

1  (haH  not  epealy  relin(|ciifl^  uaiil  I 

Ibflll  have  fecnred,  in  thit  Ccrantry; 

flfFeAa  fudtcicflt  to  fcrern  aK  ftoiatht 

ill  eeore(|tieaces  of  my  jLin§*a  di^  J 

pleaAire.*  * 

8eraft6a  nndrfrtoafc  thta  ofiice  with 

bUnifure^  hecaufr  die  had  reid^a  to  think 

hia  addreflet  woidd  net  It  difiigretabia 

to  Madam  Clanmnt}  and  that  imae 

niglit  made  the  count  acquainted*  with 

tbe  Ddtuir  of  hdr  cmtamiffieii*    Mer  Wat 

lier 
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iiercxpeftatSoiidlii|i|ioifite(l)  the  French 
ladjTy  with  that  franknefr  which  is  pe-^ 
rahar  to  virtue  and  good  faRtdin^,  con- 
Ikflied  that  Pon  Dtc^  wa»  not  indtffc^ 
rent  to  her  choice,  and  did  not  hefitat^ 
in  itcriving  him  upon  thrf ooting  of  t 
lover.  A«  we  have  already  dwelt  eir^ 
annftantially  on  the  paiHon  of  love,  fo 
ns  perhaps  even  to  have  tired  our  readers; 
we  fliall  not  repeat  the  dialo^e  that 
pefledy  when  die  Spaniard  was  indulged 
with  an  opportonity  to  explain  bis  fen^ 
tiaoenta.  Suffice  it  to  obferve,  that  the 
ladv^a  days  of  coquetry  were  now  over, 
-ana  diat  the  wis  too  wife  to  trifle  widi 
iAm  tine  vrbich  every  moment  became 
more  and  more  precious.  It  was  agreed, 
then,  that  Don  Diego  Ihoold  fettle  his 
al&irs  in  Spain,  and  return  to  Eng*- 
land,  in  order  tp  eipoufe  Madam  Cle- 
ment, with  a  view  to  fix  his  refidence 
In  diis  iflavid}  ^hcre  Renaldo  likewift 
propofed  to  enjoy  the  fweets  of  his  for* 
-4vne»  prdvided  he  could  draw  hitber  his 
intcreils  and  connexions. 

Meanwhile,  iiaving  for  ibme  days 
mjoytd  his  Mifs  with  all  the  fulnefs  of 
iapttirjCy  amidft  this  froall  but  agreeable 
l^iety,  he  fliifted  the  fcene^  and  pon- 
fdnSttd  his  dear  paxtner  to  a  ready  fur* 
Jfilbed  houie  in  town  |  which,  together 
with  an  oecaiional  equipage,  his  friend 
fofliua  had  hir^  for  the  accominoda* 
.lion  of  him  and  his  father-in-law  $  who^ 
during  his  flay  in  England,  failed  not 
to  cultivate  die  mi^refs  of  bis^  heart, 
with  the  moft  pundual  afiiduity.  Hi« 
Iherto' Serafina  had  been  as  a -precious 
Jewel  locked  up  in  a  calket,  which  the 
owner  akme  has  an  opportunity  to  con- 
ttmpUte ;  but  now  the  count,  who  was 
brottd  «f  fiich  a  prize,  refoived  to  let 
fler  fliine  forth  to  me  admiration  of  the 
whole  world.  With  this  view,  he  be- 
Sp6kt  foch  omaments  as  befitted  her 
miallty^  and  while  the  inantua-makers 
were  employed  in  her  fervice;  made  a 
tour  among  his  former  acquaintance, 
and  difcharged  the  obligations  un«ier 
which  he  lay  to  fome  who  had  afllfted 
him  in  his  difttefs.  He  did  not,*  how- 
ever, introduce  them  to  his  charming 
Seiafina  ^  becaufe  not  one  of  them  had 
formerly  treated  her  with  that  delicacy 
of  regard  which  he  thought  her  due^ 
and  fome  of  them  were  much  mortified 
at  their  n^XeEk,  when  they  faw  what  a 
daazUng  Sgon  flie  ipade  in  the  beau 
mondc. 

Me  was  vifited  by  the  Spanish  and 


Imperial  ambafiadors,*  and  dSvera  odier 
foreigners  of  dUHndion,  to  whom  Mel« 
ville  had  letters  of  recommendation  f 
but  her  firft pubiiekappcaranoe  was  in 
a  boK  at  the  open,  accompanied  hy. 
Madam  Clemeat,-  the  count,  and  Dam 
Diego  I  the  entertainment  was  alseady 
began)  fo  that  her  entrance  had  the 
greater  tSt&  «pon  the  audience,  whole' 
attention  was  loon  detached  froas  the 
performance,  and  rivetted  upon  th» 
amiable  appaiition,  which  Aemed  to  bo 
feme  briffht  beii^*  of  another  wortd* 
dropped  ttom  the  clouds  among  them. 
Then  did  the  fphit  of  curiomy  play 
it*s  part)  a  thoufand  whii|>ers  xircu.:. 
lated  t  as  many  glailes  were  exalted  t» 
reconnoitre  this  box  of  foreigners  $  for 
fuch  they  concluded  them  to  be  firooa 
their  apoearance.  Every  male  fpeftator 
acknowledged  Serafina  to  be  the  para« 
^n  of  beauty  i  and  every  fennle  co»- 
fefied^  that  Melvilie  was  the  model  of 
a  fine  gentleman.  The  charms  of  the 
young  countefs  did  not  eftapetheeye 
and  approbation  of  royalty  itfelf;  and 
when  b<r  rank  was  known,  from  the 
hnformation  of  the  amfaafiadora  ami 
Other  people  of  conditionwho  vrere  fees 
faluting  her  at  a  diftance,  that  0une 
evening  a  thov&nd  bumpera  werefwaU 
lowed  ih  Hpttour  of  the  Countefs  Do 
Melv  ille.  The  fame  of  her  beauty  waa 
immediately  extended  over  thisiromenfeL 
metropolis,  and  diieiem  fchemes  Were 
concerted  for  bringing  her  into  life. 


Tbele,  however,  fie  refifted  widi  txk* 
wearied  obftinacy.  fler  hapanefs  can* 
tered  in  Renaldo^  and  the  cultivation  of 
a  fe^  ftienda  within  the  fiiade  ^  da- 
meftfck  quiet :  flte  did  not  even  forget  tiie 
concerns  of  the  wretched  Fathom  and 
his  faithful  £linor,  who  daily  'cn]of9d 
freih  inftances  of  her  humanity  and 
care ;  when  his  fever  forfoc^  him*  be 
was  Aipplied  with  nouri(hing  food  for 
the  recovery  of  his  health ;  and  toon  w$ 
he  found  himfclf  in  a  condition  to  tra? 
vel,  he  eave  notice  to  his  benefadort 
who  deiired  Jofliua  to  fettle  with  him 
the  manner  in  which  he  was  to  receive 
his  alloulfance,  and  to  pay  the  firft  haif 
yearns  fiUaijper  advance.  . 

This  aftair  being  adjufted,  and  the 
place  of  his  retreat  Signified,  the  Je«r 
told  Elinor,  that  ihe  might  v^t  upon 
the  counters  before  their  departure  $  and 
ihe  did  not  fail  to  make  ufe  of  thisper* 
miflion.  After  they  had  made  the  ne« 
^eflary  pi^iantions  for  their  ioorney, 

anj 


rBKOINANO   COUNT   FATHOM* 


219 


luad  tikcfi  fh^n  ia  the  York  ftsgt- 
coach*  Mrs.  Psithpniy  doathing  herkif 
in  ciecept  aypanel,  w«ot  to  the  houfe  of 
CquAt  M<4viiW,  and  was  unmediatejy 
Mim^ti^  to  the  prerence  of  Sera^naj 
^Hrho  received  her  with  her  ufpal  compU* 
cencjTy  enriched  her  with  falutary  ad- 
vice, comforted  her  with  hope  of  better 
things,  provided  her  condu^  and  that 
of  her  hufband  ihould  henceforth  be 
found  irreproachable,  and  wifliing  her 
peace  and  happinefs,  prefented  her  with 
a  box  of  linen,  and  twenty  guineas  in  a 
purfe.     Such  exceflive  goodnefs  ovev- 
pdwered  this  ienfible  young  woman  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  (he  ftood  before  her 
in  fpeechlefs  awe  and  veneration  $  and 
the  countefs,  in  order  to  relieve  her  from 
the  confufton  under  which  (he  fuifered, 
<]uitted  the  room,  leaving  her  to  the  care 
of  her  woman.     It  was  not  long,  how- 
ever, before  her  gratitude  broke  out  in 
loud  exclamations  and  a  violent  paflion 
of  tears,  which  alV  her  efforts  could  not 
for  a  good  while  overcome,     fiy    this 
time  the  coach  was  brought  up  to  the 
gate,  for  the  reception  of  Serafina,  who 
took  an  airing  every  day  at  the  fame 
hour;  when  Renaldo,  leading  her  to  the 
vehicle,  beheld  a  man   plainly  dreflfed 
ftanding  within  the  court,  with  his  head 
and  body  bent  towards  the  earth,  fo 
that  his  countenance  could  not  be  per- 
ceived. 

Melville,  who  fuppofed  him  to  be 
fome  unfortunate  man  come  to  implore 
his  charity,  turned  towards  him,  and 
'  afked,  with  a  humane  accent,  if  he 
wanted  to  fpeak  with  any  perfon  in  the 
houfe.  To  this  interroption  the  Gran- 
ger replied,  without  liftmg  up  his  head, 
'  Overwhelmed  as  I  am  with  Count 

*  Melville^s  generofity,  together  with  a 
'  confcioufnefs  of  my  own  unworthi- 
<  nefs,  it  ill  becomes  a  wretch  like  me 

*  to  impoitune  him  for  farther  favour ; 
«  yet  I  could  not  bear  the  thought  of 
■  withdrawing  (perhaps  for  ever)  from 

*  the  prefence  of  my  benefaftor,  without 
'  foliciting  his  permifliion  to  fee  his  face 

*  in  mercy,  to  acknowledge  my  atro- 

*  cious  crimes,  to  hear  ray  pardon  con- 
«  firmed  hy  his  voice,  and  that  of  his 
*^  accompli ftied  countefs,  whom  I  dare 
'  not  even  at  a  diftance  behold  j  and  to 

*  exprefs  my  fervent  wifh  for  their  pro- 

*  fperity.* 

Melville,  whofe  heart  was  but  too 


ttnder,  could  not  hear  thit  addreft  vnth- 
out  emotion:  he  recogsized  the  com- 
ptikion  of  bii  infancy  and  youth ;  he  re- ' 
mejnbered  the  happy  fceoet  he  bad  en* 
jpyed  with  Fathom,  whofe  voice  had  al- 
ways ftich  aa  eifeft  upon  hi»  ear,  at  to 
excite  the  ideas  of  friendihip  and  efteem  | 
and  he  w^s  diflorbed  by  this  unexpected 
meeting,  which  alfo  difcompofed  the 
beauteous  Serafina*  Renaldo  havinc 
paufed  a  little,  *  It  is  with  pain,*  faid 
nc,  '  I  recolle6t  any  thing  to  the  preju- 

*  dice  of  Fathom,  whofe  lu tare  bchavi- 

*  viour  will,  I  hope,  erase  the  memory 

*  of  his  offences,  and  juflify  what  other 

*  flt?ps  I  may  take  in  his  favour.  Mean- 
'  waile,  I  heartily  foi^ive  what  is  pafi  | 
<  and,  in  token  of  my  (incerity,  prele'nt 
'  my  hand.*  Which  our  adventurer  bath- 
ed with  his  tears.  The  countefs,  whofe 
mind  was  unifon  with  her  hufband,  re* 
pcated  her  affurances  of  pardon  and  pro* 
te6lionj  at  which  the  penitent  rejoiced 
in  filence,  while  he  i*ai(ed  his  head  and 
took  a  parting  view  of  thofe  charms 
which  had  formerly  enflaved  his  heart. 

Having  thus  obeyed  the  difbttes  of 
his  duty  and  inclination,  he  next  morn- 
ing embarked  in  the  flage-coach,  with 
his  faithful  Elinor,  and  in  fix  day  ar- 
rived at  the  place  of  his  retreat,  which 
he  found  extremely  well-adapted  to  the 
circumftances  of  his  mind  and  fortune  t 
for  all  his  vice  and  ambition  were  now 
quite  mortified  within  him,a]id  his  whole 
attention  engrolTed  in  atoning  for  his  for- 
mer crimes,  by  a  fober  and  penitent  life* 
by  which  alone  he  could'deierve  the  tin- 
common  generofity  of  his  patrons. 

While  he  thus  accommodated  himfelf 
to  his  new  fyftem,  Renaldo  received  let- 
ters of  congratulation  from  his  fifieri 
who,  with  the  major,  had  come  to  Bruf- 
fels,  in  order  to  meet  her  brother  and 
Serafina,  according  to  his  j^ropofal* 
This  intimation  bemg  communicated  to 
Don  Diego,  he  refolved  to  accoknpany 
them  to  Flanders,  in  his  way  to  Spain. 
Preparations  were  made  for  their  depar- 
ture s  the  clergyman  and  phyfician  were 
honoured  with  valuable  marks  of  friend- 
fhip  and  efteem  from  the  countefs,  Re- 
naldo, and  the  Caflilian,  who  was  con- 
voyed to  Deal  by  Madam  Clement,  to 
whom,  at  parting,  Don  Diego  prefented 
a  diamond  ring,  as  a  pledge  of  his  invio- 
lable love. 

Here  the  travellers  hired  a  yeifel  for 
F  f  Oftcnd, 
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Oftend,  whicU  they  reached  in  &  few 
hours  i  in  two  day%  more  they  arrived 
nt  BruiTelt,  where  Mr».  Parrel  and  her 
fau&and  were  llruck  with  admiration  at 
t^e  furpriEiiig  bea4ity  and  accompLifli- 
'Bientof  their  fiAer-in-law^  whom  they 


carefTed  with  equai  tendemefs  mad  jcf. 
In  a  word,  all  parties  were  a«  happy  as 
good  fortune  could  make  them ;  and 
Don  Diego  let  out  for  Spain,  after  they 
had  agreed  to  refide  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries till  his  return. 
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